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OUR LAND OF PROMISE [N
THE SOUTH

. THE HEROIC AGE OF JAPAN

A heroic age spells a hero-less age.
Paradoxical though this may seem, it is none
- the less true. In such an age, each man
born of woman is a hero and any incident
proves epoch-making. The time of Napoleon
in Revolutionary France, the reign of Frede-
rick the Great in expanding Germany, and
the Elizabethan period in England—these
may justly be called heroic ages, the modern
period in Japan since she adopted the name
of “ Dai Nippon ™ is among the number.

There is a tide in the lives of men,

Taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.

This passage is attributed to Shakes-
peare, and is as applicable to phylogenetic
cases as to ontozenetic. Let us see if it is
true of modern Japan.




_2—

Decades ago, Japan was only a geogra-
phical conception. A few foreigners who

noticed that name on the map, either regarded
it as that of a vassal kinecdom of China, or
a mere geographical existence, its political
significance being next to none. This small

Island-Empire, however, began to assert itself

by leaps and bounds. The Franco-Japanese
Agreement allotted Annam and Tongking to
France, and the Russo-Japanese Alliance
enabled our Allies to focuss their main force
upon their common enemy. In this way
Japan has come to be master of the situation
and 1s now in fact, so to speak, a great share-
holder in the peace of the world.

The military existence of Japan was
formerly ridiculed. Foreigners smiled at the
idea of Japanese militancy. You may imagine
how surprised they were when Japan came
off victorious both in the Chino- and Russo-
Japanese wars, depriving these two Powers of
their whole navy. But it was during the
Boxer’s Troubles that Japan proved her
superiority in the ‘“men behind the gun.”

A A

Thus she has shown herself in a few years’
time worthy of the name of a first-rate power
both in the naval and military sense of the
word.

As Island-Empire whose yearly gross
increase of the population of 682,000 creates
a problem difficult of solution, and w'hose
arable land is rather small, and whose 1ma-
oinable development of industrialism can not
possibly provide work indefinitely for so many
hands,—for such an Empire, as we really are,
there is no other relief than migration—the
only means to give proper vent to the internal
pressure of population seeking an outlet on

any possible opportunity. Expansion or ex-
tinction—this was and still is our dilemma.
Japan in the rising generation has never been
fortunate enough to secure what is to be
called a colony until Formora and Korea fell
into her hands in consequence of the two war-
faress. We have succeeded in our South
Manchurian Railway business profiting by the
experience of the East India Company. The
oldest form of colonial policy has thus been
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realized to our credit in Soauth Manchuria,
whilst on the other hand the newest form has
been tried in Korea, and has so far proved a
success. dJapan has thus come to be regarded
as a colonial empire.

As regards economical development we
have been far behind most European nations.
But our recent increase in exportation and
advancement of industry together with our
monetary status apparently show that we have
already passed those economical stages when
the importation of foreign capital was needfal,
and when we limited ourselves to exportation
of raw materials or our manufactured goods.
We are now seeking an outlet for our ac-
cumulated capital in foreign markets. Japan
begins to assert herself as an economical
Power.

Japan 1S now more than a mere geo-
graphical existence. She has already been
recognized as a Political Power, then Military
and Fconomical, and now promises to be an
Economic Power. Japan has entered upon a
period of World policy and World economics.

e M

World policy came into being in the case of
England after the American war of Independ-
ence, and it happened in the case of America
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; so
it does in the twentieth century in the case of
Japan. Japan is now in her prime, or in her
heroic age.

Since the outbreak of the present war,
Japan has begun to control the situation surer
than ever. But it has cost her the two
previous wars and present one, which have
compelled her to build up an expensive
military equipment that is breaking her

financially. She is facing her dilemma. She

can not retrogress to her former stage of
economical development, while it is next to an
impossibility for her to hold on to her present
economic stage, and maintain her armed
preparedness both at the same time. She
must either be a military conqueror and a
bankrupt, or an ecomomic conqueror and a
solvent Japan. Which will more profit the
other Powers’ selfish interest, a solvent or a
bankrupt Japan? So far as they check her
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natural expansion, she is a hopeless case. If
they, on the contrary, help her to become
prosperous enough to get over her dilemma,
they will find har interests consonant with
those of thiemselves.

2. LOOK TO THE SOUTH!

It 1s not our desire for territorial aggran-
dizement, but our natural and normal impulse
that makes us seek for an outlet. Japan’s
expansion does not mean “ Yellow Peril,”
but a benefit to the other Powers. Suppose
Russia or Germany had come instead of Japan

to control the situation in the Far Fast. Is

it conducive to the Balance of Power? So
long as Japan continues to be a guardian God,
peace shall ever reign the pacific. An
impoverished and humiliated Japan must
mean a loss to European Powers, especially to
America, whereas a prosperous and high
spirited Japan their own national success.
Let Japan enjoy peacefully her opportunity in
her neighbourhood without entailing any risk
of warfare. “ Let and let live.” ¢ The

.

green grocer can not buy of the baker unless
he himself sells his own wares.” Antagonize

Japan, and you may waste your opportunity.
Divide the field with her, and you may thrive

aliogether. Business men have learned that
co-operation brings more success than cut-
throat competition. If the principle of * Open
Door ” be established for Japan, a guid
proguo 1n exchange for such acknowledgment
1s sure to be gained.

Trade does not follow the flag, but
follows the least resistance. Where is to be
found this least resistance ? The Pacific is
bordered by the territories of the United
States down to the thirty second parallel.
Then comes Mexico, Central and South
America, next Australia, the Dutch-Indies,
and the philippines, then China Proper, lastly
Manchuria, Korea, and Siberia. Siberia and
Manchuria are out of the question, for the
Japanese do not live on anything but rice, and
they can not find a good rice-crop there. In
korea, sooner or later, the pressure of popula-
tion will be felt. China Proper is over-
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populated already. South Ameriea is roomy
enough, but the conneection is rather tenuous
for Oriental colenists there. What is worse,
some part of it—such as the Argentine Repub-
lic has a strong antipathy towards coloured
races, believing that they are the decendants
of the white. Australia i3 also out of the
question, for they prohibit the inecoming of
Oriental labourers since 1904. Mexico is in
peculiar political conditions which have a
baneful influence upom such emigration.
There are left the Dutch Indies and the
Philippines. These are the natural outlets of
Japan, Though the way is not yet been
cleared for extensive emigration, the connec-
tion 1s not tenuous there, and there are paddy
lands suitable for rice cultivation. More
than tnis, the Japanese are strong believers
in the tradition that their migrating ancestors
came from these Southerm Archipelagoes.
These are our “ Land of Promise.” Our
recollections, our longings, and our yearnings
are all focussed there. Our “ Canaan is in
the South.”

o B

3. AMERICA AND THE WAR

French crying for < Liberty, Equality,
and IFratermity,” Americans wuprising for
independence, and Japanese striving to get rid
of feudalism—all these were the actors of the
world drama showing the modern states
striving toward the common end—Democracy.
There has appered, however, a state flatly
refusing to join this common ecause. That is
(dermany. The Kaiser represents the anach-
ronism dreaming military conquest of -the
world, while Wilson represents that of the
current ideal of democracy. The World War
18 not the war, as many presumed at the
outset, between Fngland and Germany, but
that between the two great under-currents of
thoughts : Militarism and Democracy. You
may ask: <“Are not all the belligerent
nations militarists?”” “Yes” I would
answer, ‘ for the moment only.” Even the
church is militant when it has to deal with
the forces of evil. We do not fight for
fighting’s sake. For the Entente Powers
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militarism is the means, but not the end, as it
is for Germany. It is true that the war has

overturned an ideal, economic and politic,
which has so long been cherished by the

modern democratic states. But i1t should be

regarded as a temporary phenomenon. The
normal trend of World economy will in time be

restored.

“ Melting-pot ” as she 1s, America is
now making of her heterogeneous elements
the greatest symphony ever heard, with
Wilson as their conductor. In February,
1917, she openly took up her stand against
the Central Powers. This final resolution of
America may economically prove in a long run
so disastrous for her that no possible gain in
territory or in prestige could compensate for
it. But she fears nothing. She sacrifices

everything. She endures meat-less, fish-less, or

what not-less days. The people, old and young,
men and women, have united In a common

understanding. Such a harmony,—a harmony
among discords, is peerless in world history.

But America still needs to adjust herself

I

to a new order of concordance. I mean a.
greater harmony anong those nations whose
shores are washed by the waters of the Pacific.
The interests of America, Japan, and China
are diverse, and at the same time so much
interrelated, that if the three nations can work
in harmony, there will certainly be realized
the greatest symphony. Not soon after the
war, but later than that, the world may be
settling down into a confederation of large and
small states peopled by white, brown and
yellow peoples, whose liberty and happiness
does not depend on the paleness of their
skins, but on their degree of education and
Industry. As a first step toward such a
consummation, an international conference on
pacific problems might be called to abandon,
once and for all, the antipathy and affronts
shown by all parties concerned. What Japan
wishes is an equivalent of the Monroe
Doctrine for the East. What China seeks is
a guid proguo of the “Equal Opportunity.”
And the desideratum of America is the
“Open Door ” in China. If China supperts
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Japan’s claim, and Japan China’s, China

America’s and America Japan’s, Europe will
be forced to acquiesce, and there will be a
Ragcific Empirein all but the name.

If some discord prevails, if antipathy
continues, Japan might easily conquer China.

and seize all the American colonies in thee

Tast. She might of course reap some very
great economic advantage to compensate for
the great expense. But China has a far more
effective weapon than that of Japan. This is
the boycott. And America has 1t %00,
Thouch there may be some counteracting
measures to be adopted by Japan, lossess
which such a contingence may entail would be
far greater than any probable gains. He
would be a mad man who settles the matter
by dint of force. But if the occasion demands,
the most sensible nations might be mad
enough in order to save their face. During
the century, America has had many acrimoni-
ous disputes with England, and England’s
attempts to limit American expansion to the
Pacific raised the fiercest resentment. Japan

— 13 —

might well resent too any attempts of foreign
nations to curve her expansion. We acknow-
ledge the criticism that we are * cocky,”

bumptious, and self-eonscious. But all these
phenomena have been displayed by America
in her own hobbledehoy period. America has
passed through that period, and Japan is now
passing through 1t in her turn. If there is
any one who can keenly appreciate Japan’s
position in her difficulty, it is the Americans.
They once wished us well and helped us into
the World Policy period. If they should turn
a cold shoulder teward us, European powers
would come upon the scene and an unexpect-
ed situation would be witnessed in the Far
Kast. Is it a wise policy for America to
muddy the water for years to come ? It will

do well for her to consolidate under her lead-

ership all the Oriental Powers uprising in
common cause with her. Americans, be
ambitious and magnanimous! That 1s the
only way you can live and let us live.
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4. MONROE DOCTRINE IN
THE EAST

Washington in his * Farewell Address ™
warned Americans to beware of ¢ entangling
alliances.”” But it has become quite doubtful
whether they can continue this policy much
longer, since their national interests are now
longer confined to the New World and their
former isolation is now gone. On the other
hand, the American people and their leaders
have cherished one dogma with a reverence
that has been at times the source of much
irritation to Europe. This is the famous
Monroe Doctrine. The doctrine was based
upon the instinct of self preservation. For
the < Holy Alliance™ of Russia, Prussia,
Austria, France, and Spain was organized in
order that they might root out the growth of
democratic ideas. This was a reaction which
set in in Kurope after Napoleon had been
defeated at Waterloo. Great Britain did not
join the alliance. But she laid claim to the
North-west of the North American continent.

b
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More than this, the people of the United
States had been in conflict with that nation
so recently that they feared her most of all.
The English had ever been wholly unable to
comprehend the American attitude in a matter
in which rationally they might be expected
to have scant interest. Had it not been for
England conceding finally the American de-
monstration of their coming of age (In 1903
Great Britain accepted the Monroe Doctrine
‘“ unreservedly.”) Anglo-American relations
would have been very different. God knows
whether the British concession was made in
an altruistic spirit or not. But at any rate,
if there hadn’t been mutual jealousies of the
challenging powers, notably Germany and
England, and had they not acted as a restraint
upon one another, England would never have
accepted the Monroe Doctrine, and the United

States might have been portioned out among

the Powers of Europe as Africa has already
been. Great Britain has greatly profited by
the cordial relations that have since developed
between herself and America. An analogy
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to this might be found between America and
Japan. America has much to gain by retain-
ing Japan’s personal friendship, she has every-
thing to lose by loosing it. For it is to
America’s advantage to keep Europe out of
Bast Asia, which involves the acceptance of
Japanese dominance in Far FKastern affairs.
Nothing could suit Burope’s purpose better
than to divert American sentiment from this
essential point by stimulating antagonistic
feeling between the Americans and Japanese.

5. THE PHILIPPINE PROBLEMS

Previous to 1898, the name of the
philippines was a nonsense to nearly all
Americans. They had hardly heard of the
existence of the islands or of the Spanish
colontes in the pacificc. In consequence of
the war between Spain and America, Manila
and its environs were captured by the latter.
Till some time after, thousands of Moros,
Igorottes, and other races who lived in the
other islands were quite ignorant of the war
and unconscious of their having been * sold.”

o

*The philippines protested violently auainst
being sold or traded like a chattel, and it can
not be gainsaid that the transfer for a monetary
consideration of an alien land and its in-
habitants from any country to the United
States, would have worried the signers of the
Declaration of the Independence or the
American statesmen of the ,60s. It is
hard to say how sincere the Filipino agitators
were. It is much more certain that the
American occupation deprived them of their
chance to shine as saviors of their country
from the yoke of Spain.” (From < Japanese
¥xpansion and' American Policies ” by James
Francis Abbott). Thus it was that altruism
has become American colonial policy in the
Philippmes. The Governor-General, Forbes,
sald at the time of his inauguration :—

‘“ Analysing the instructions of President
McKinley, we may fairly take as the goal
to which we are to steer, the happiness, peace,
and prosperity of the Philippine people. In so
far as the people are to-day happy, peaceful
and prosperous, we have succeeded ; in so far
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as the people do not enjoy these blessings, we
have not yet achieved success.” '
The phrase “ Immediate Independence,”

inscribed upon the banner of the majority, is
neither a new inscription nor a new ideal.
Indeed the record thereof begins with the
passage through the assembly of the resolu-
tion in May, 1910 :—

““ Whereas the Philippine Assembly, as
the legitimate representatives of the Filipino
people, must be the faithful echo of what the
latter thinks and feels :

““ Whereas the Philippine nation, being
positively convinced that it possesses the
actual capacity for self-government as a
civilized nation, aspires ardently to be inde-
pendent, and, trusting in the Justice and in
the tradition of the nation that now directs
the fate and destiny of the I'ilipinos, anxious-
ly hopes to obtain it as soon as practicable—
immediately, if that be possible—from the
Congress of the U.S.A....... x

Having become independently so lately,
Americans can not but look with Friendly
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Sympathy upon these islanders yearning for
their own government founded o1 democratic
principles. Thus from the standpoint of
ideals, the Americans are historical friends of
Filipinos. The enunciation of the *“ Immedi-
ate Independence ” is, in fact, the expression
of the instinct of self-preservation, than
which, we are taught, there is no higher law.

Official Washington s justly expected to
take the earliest occasisn to grant Filipinos
their desideratum. From the standpoint of
economy, American Altruism in the form of
the philipine enterprise coats more money
than she can spend for a mere luxury. It is
true the American is not given to counting
pennies, but her expense of more than a
billion dollars in the Islands since her
occupancy has repeatedly been stated in
congress to the amazement of the audience.
Filipinos should be sensitive to what they
owe to- America, and to pay their debt after
becoming independent of their foster mother.
But they must not be in such a hurry about
it, for there is much to be learnt by them
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before they can be independent. Above all,
they must first show themselves equal to self
government. They are now on probation,
for they have not come of age yet. It is an
urgent necessity for them to be taught in
modern sciences and in fundamental principles
of democratic government. Governor Forbes’s
plan is to invest money in education there so
that he can put into the schools the one
million and a half children who cannot now
have this priviledge owing to lack of funds.
There is no better investment than enlighten-
ment, but there remains a problem: “In
what degree of enlightenment are Filipinos
to be regarded by Americans to be worthy of
independence ? ’  Mr. Frederick Chamberlin
says in the conclusion of his recent work
¢ The philippine problem ** (Published April,
1913, by Little Brown & Co.).

“ It seems folly to believe that these extremely bright,
intelligent, ambitious, proud gente i/lustrada are going to
sit by tamely until we tell them that we think they can
run their government. Certainly the gente illustrada will
never agree with us as to just when they arrive at the state

of development we demand of them. Indeed, they are

Ty

quite sure that they have reached it already. In that they
doubtless disagree with us at this moment by some centuri-
es ; for if it be true that we are not going to set these
people free until they can run, or we think they can and
will run, a pure democracy like our own, that time never
will arrive, for the Oriental will never want a pure
democracy, as it is conirary to his idea of what a govern-
ment should be—and he will have his way as soon as he
can procure it.

But if we are to persist in this hopeless task of making
a Caucasian mind in an Oriental skull, the day will
eventually come when we shall have educated so many
Filipinos that they will probably rebel at some of our
injustices. If they do not revolt under such provocation,
for example, as our delay in giving them the 1909 tariff
laws, certainly our offorts to educate them with American
ideals will have accomplished little. If they rebel, we shall
of course, reconquer them, and then very likely take their
uprising as another evidence of their inability to set up =
stable government, with the result that we shall have a
fresh reason why independence be withheld from them for
another century or so.

If we remain, we shall have to coutinue indcfinitely
cur expenditure of some millions with each new year.

Then, too, we shall govern the Islands often badly, at
times very badly, because the Congress at Washington will
not pass legislation that will benefit or even save the
Filipinos, if such action injure American interests and
particulaly powerful American industries. Whenever the
two countries clash, it will be the Filipinos who will suffer.
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They are so far away that we shall not hear tleir eries of
distress often enough to be kept aroused until we can
answer their great need. It took about ten years to get the
C.ngress to grant free trade between the United States and
the Islands. Although the Latter were prostrate indus-
trially because of the lack of this very legislation. The
American sugar and tobacco interests, in the main, were
able to postpone for this long period of time the only laws
that would afford relief.

There will always be similar negleet so long as the
Islands be dependent upon the American Congress, not
because that body is any more selfish or neglectful than any
other corresponding body of a great nation—but because
the American Congress will be and has been just like all
other Congresses in history in their handling of Similar
situations. The story of the treatment by the British
Parlament of England’s colonies in this country and of
Ireland is the only precedent that need be citted.

Mr. Chamberlin says somewhere else :—
“lle would be extremely bold who could
feel sure which in the end will be the best
course, either for the Philipines or for the
United States. Sceptical as they are, his
remarks may perchance represent the general
trend of American public opinion. Suppose
Filipinos will attain in a century or so to the
stage of American civilization to-day, Uncle

SO

Sam may not grant them what they cry for.
For he measures the other by his own standard,
whilst his own level rises higher and higher
year after year. Filipinos can not rely upon
such an arbitrary decision. They must be
regenerated, strengthened, and elevated by :
their own culture. But is there anything in
the world to be called Philippine culture ?
No one dare say *yes.”

Nothing short of the self-made culture
of one’s own country can rally one’s own
countrymen in common cause. As the Fili-
pinos are FEasterners after all, their culture
should be modelled on an Eastern type of
civilization. No people on earth resemble
them more than the Japanese in their physi-
ognomy and temperament. The explanation
of this fact is the lineal approximity between
tho ancestors of the two peoples. Taking
Into consideration all these points, 1 presume
that they have much to learn from our ex-
perience in building up onr culture and in
keeping out of foreign interference at the
time of our restoration.
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Apart from such an idealistic point of
view, FKilipinos must be regenerated on the
material side also. I mean their industrial
regeneration. As aristocratic England was
democratized by her industrial revolution, so

«the Filipinos are expected, by their own, to

get democratic training, which is a funda-
mental requisite for their self-government
and independence. For this purpose they are
in urgent need of importing foreign capital.
The gente i//ustrada are said to be opposed to
that policy. But the capital of those foreign-
ers who always wish them well may as safely
be imported as their culture. Blassed be one
who shares their joys and sorrows, their hopes
and fears, and all their days to come !
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