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PROSPECTUS AND APPEAL 

THENegro's greatest contribution to modern world-cu lture has been his music 

and t he artistic achievements of colored individua ls on the concert stage. 



Today Ignatz Waghalter, one of the leading 

European conductors in both the symphonic 

and operatic field, living at present in the 

United States, has sensed more ke enly per­

ha ps than any other o utstanding musical 

figure the natural capacity of the colored 

music ian, who has bee n al most limited t o 

"jazz" o r "swing " ensembles, in the truly pro­

fessional sense. It is Professor Wag ha lter 's 

conviction that the Neg ro musician has an 

aptitude for music and rhyt hm that tran­

~cends verbal d escript ion . 

Afte r several months of assiduous schooling 

nd rehearsing under his experienced baton, 

Professor Waghalter is more convinced t han 

e ....er he was at the outset that the Negro 

music ian has a distinctive contribution to 

md e in performing the worlds great master­

wor~s and he is giving freely of his energies 

ard genius to make a debut possible the 

c("mlng season. 

PURPOSE 

The Negro Symphon y O rc he st ra will a fford 

Cl mu ch needed opportunity for Negro in­

erpretation and expression of the higher 

o~ms of musica l composit ion:­

Will add to the cultura l and ed ucat io na l 

advancement of the Negro and thereby make 

a definite contribution to a better unde r­

st and ing a nd ha rmo ny between t he races; 

not only in thi s country but th e world over:­

\fi i l! motivate the younger generation to a 

more purpose ful study of composition and 

will encourage a higher quality of endeavou r 

in the study of the stri ng, wood win d , brass 

and percussion instrumen ts than now o b­

tained:­

Will offer a tangible means of earning a 

livelihood to many a qualified mus 'icia n:­

Will furnish added impetus to creative e ffo rt 

in musical co mposition for Negro composers, 

and in so doing will fo ster an even ri cher 

contribution from the source to world musIc 

than the Negro has yet made. 

THE PROBLEM 

Your most liberal aid and support is solicited 

in behalf of the realization of these and other 

obvious cultural objectives. 

The present personnel of the orchestra n um­

bers about hundred {laO) men and wo en 

Lofty devotion 0 the cultural aims, can 1­

dence in the chosen officials, an biding 

courage an d a gre at love for Professor Wag­

halter, his splendid altruism and musical 

ideals-have actuated t hem to sacrifice time , 

labor and money three days every week in 

rehearsal s of from three to four hours dura­

tion. Ma ny are o ut of work, th ereby cur­

tail ing reg ular attendance to these rehea rsals. 

The o rchestra needs immediate fin a ncia l aid 

for t he purcha se of Vio la s, Bassoons an d 

__--------------------------__________________ r>-~________________________________~



Eng li sh Horn , In addit ion a com plete CULTURAL AND MORAL VALUE IN THE 
Symphony Lib rary , a ssorted "St ri ngs" , Music LIFE OF OUR NATION. 
Stand s and Folios ; furth e rmore-	 for admin ­

Yo ur donation will be c red ited to 	t he istrative pu rposes- O ffi ce and 0 f f ice 
Fund 	of the Negro Symphony Orchestra at Sup plies . 
the Chase National Bank of New 	York City. 

AN APPEAL 	 Its receipt will be acknowledged and wi ll as ­

sure the O rc hestra 's a ppearan ce next season. An ea rnest ap peal is, herewi th , 	made to al l 

persons and all organiza t ions . in 	 all stations 

of life ,- who are lovers of that which is good 	 Sincerely yours , 

in mu sic a nd who have sufficie nt visio n to 

be vitally interested in the accom plishment NEGRO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
of th is 	long fel t g re at cultu ral need , a per­

EDWARD B. WA LTERS, See'y. 
manent 

DR. JOSEF FREUD ENTHAL, Treas. 
"NEGRO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA". 

New Yo rk, 1939 

BY YOUR CONTRIBUTION YOU BECOME 
A PIONEER FOR A HISTORICAL DEED, 
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