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The National Library of Sweden 
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A summary of the collaboration with Wikimedia 
Sverige and plans for the future



Background
Wikimedia Sverige is the Swedish chapter of the 

Wikimedia Foundation.

The project Strategic inclusion of library data in 

Wikidata was initiated in 2018, and is continuing 

until August 2020.

Stage 1 of the project ends in August 2019, so let’s 

take a look back…

…and forward
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Libris
Swedish national union catalog

● All university libraries

● All research libraries

● Many public libraries

In 2011, parts released as open data (CC0)

● Authority database (35 000 items)

● National Bibliography (743 000 items, 

including 656 000 books)
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Bibframe 2.0
“By basing the system on linked open data, we 

avoid locking away valuable information in 

library-specific infrastructure and formats. This 

reduces the threshold for wider reuse. That is in 

itself a paradigm shift, but it will also lead to 

higher quality and greater precision in describing 

the resources of Swedish libraries”

Martin Malmsten, IT Architect at KB
KB becomes the first national library to fully transition to linked data, 2018
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Linked Open Data 
enables re-use
…especially if the data model is 

Wikidata-friendly



Our work with Wikidata

Wikiproject Books has developed a very similar 

structure, based on FRBR:

● Work-level items (if there’s a Wikipedia 

article, it’s connected here)

● Edition-level items (have ISBN, publication 

year, publisher…)

These items can be connected to each other.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Books
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Our work with Wikidata

Wikidata has properties for Libris ID’s:

● P5587 Libris URI (“new” Libris)

● P1182 Libris Edition ID

● P906 Libris Authority ID

We updated 60,000 author items that had the old 

Authority ID with the new URI.
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Our work with Editions

All the 656,000 items in the National Bibliography 

are eligible for Wikidata.

ID in external catalog = notable.

Currently on Wikidata: 60,000 edition-level items.

We imported data about 500 editions from Libris as 

a proof of concept.
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Challenges

● Linked data not sufficiently linked. Less 

strings, more links!

● Handling both “old” and “new” Libris

● Copyright status – Libris combines several 

databases from different sources

CC by SA 4.0, Jeff Elder
Burmese cat

Nickolas Titkov, CC-BY-SA-2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1_WiR_Rydberg_L%C3%B6wenfeldt_Hellegren_Foto_Gitta_Wilen_CC_BY-SA.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BUR_Silk_Way_Wilma_(3093009844).jpg


What’s next?

Flatruetvägen July 2013
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Plans for 2019–2020

● Upload more data. Decide what to focus 

on based on relevance for the 

community

● Increase the usage of the data, e.g. by 

integration with Wikipedia

● Work on tools and processes to keep the 

data up to date

● Increase the visibility of the work KB is 

doing around LOD, digitalization…

● Continue providing support for KB staff 

about the Wikimedia projects and the 

free knowledge movement



Work layer?

Colorful Cake
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New York Public Library
Davide Cantelli CC0

Read more about our work

http://bit.ly/biblioteksdata2018 
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