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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

—*——-

In presenting this little volume to the Public,
+the Translator is not without apprehensions’ of
the reception it will meet. 'There are yet many
who object to the diffusion of ideas by means of
‘the Vernacular. Leaving aside the great ques-
tion of educating the mass—a duty which every
well-informed citizen owes to his ignorant bre-
thren—they endeavour to prove the immaterial
points that translations do not convey the full
force of the original, and that a sounding period,
‘or the epigrammatic turn of a sentence, cannot
exactly be rendered into Bengali. 'With these
disputants neither the book nor the translator
-will be a favorite.
- But he does not regret his labors in further-
ing the views of the Vernacular Literature
Committee ;—views in which he fully concurs,
and to which he would always lend his hearty
‘co-operation. That a healthy domestic Laterature
in Bengali is a want, he sees and feels every day.



1v TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

The indigenous Bengali Literature that exists,
compared with English, or even with Sanscrit
Literature, scarcely deserves the name. Millions
are thus left without wholesome food for the
mind, and how widely’soever the English lan-
guage may be diffused, there still will be millions
whom knowledge will reach only through the
medium of the Bengali.

It 1s impossible to extirpate a nation’s own
tongue, one that has identified itself, as it were,
with the people. The voice of history confirms
this fact. In England, (zermany, Spain, Italy,
and India, strenuous but unsuccessful efforts were
once made to effect this purpose ; but they failed.
Again, the resources of the Bengali language
‘are unbounded. It possesses great power and
sweetness, and the activity of the native press
testities to the fact, that it is the favorite tongue
of the great mass of readers in the country.
But much of the literature thus provided for the
people 1s confessedly pernicious in its character.
These and hke considerations have induced the -
translator to take into hand the translation of
Macaulay’s celebrated paper on Clive.

If the Fissay bas suftered somewhat from the
. ““ Procrustean” process of mutilation, “the trans-
lator must plead as his apology, that, in the -
~ programme of the Vernacular Literature Com-
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