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e d

conference Wwith the authorities of the Forcign 0ffice (mostly
the Chief of the Bureau of suronean uand asiontic Affairs and the
Trcaty Burc.u) on the basic Hroblems vwhich might he¢ discusscd
in the dinlomatic negotiutions.

. ATt the time Japan was taking pains in the disnosing of the
China Incident, and Imperinl Headouarters rccoenized, thet to
hasten the scettlement of the Chins Incident it was most nec
to block off the so-called French Indo-Ching route, the only
supoly route for Chiang via Frocach Indo-Chins, and ordered the

™

Expcditionary Forcces of the Army to trnke Hanning temporarily '

o/

e

with an aeyc to bombarding from tho lNambdne airficld the Yunnan

te.i1lwvay, which led to french Indo-China. NWunning, however,

n very small ond unhealthy place and, what was worsec, the cir-
wpicld, Pcling unusable during thoe roainy season,nroved to be of

—

little use for Dblocking the supoly routce, and the situation w:
where mitericls to ald Chiung went into China «s beforea.

)

unon, undoer the bogitiVm ncecessity of sae ng the blocking of
the route, the Imperial Headquoarterzs consultcecd the

Army Ministries about th: plan of dinlomatic negoti

which the PFor-ign 0ffic: and the Frecnch Government

with cach other mutunlly cxprcecssing thelir sinccerest
realizing the vtlockling of the rouitc Jsructically and

by the ¥Freneh Indo-Chinese thensclves.

4, In comnllance with the above iIntentlions, the Poreign

-

Office after much consultation with us, the authoritlics of the




Def. Doc. No. 1689

Navy and army, dctermined to center into diplomarie negotiations,
which werc conducted very prudently ond pritiently, and at length
obtaincd an understanding from the authoritics of Frenech Indo-
China. 4And it was deeided that obscrvers be nosted tlong the

frontier s well as =t sea norts znd somz other 9»laces so os
to keep an cyc on the tronsnortation of aid to Chiang supnlies
which werdé sent by way of Freneh Indo-China. And in June, 1940,
an obscrvation party, which consistud of davv and Larmy
gother with officials of the Mor.izn Off'ice with dajor-Goneral
NISHIHLR. .8 €@hief of scction, was scent to French Indo-China.
The aim, howevey, was not uttaincd, and the complcote blocking
off of the aid to ghiang sup>ly route not roeadlly realized,

To sacurs the blocking off of the route, the Foroig
had had tnlks with Henrl, the French -smbassador to Jap .n,
Tokyo sincc auge 1 of the same year, and on ange. o0 an undcrstand-

ing as to buasic problems such a2s occunation by Janrncesc forees
-’ : J ,

of the Tonkin crea for the purpos: of sceuring tho blocking off

of thc .1d to @hiung supolyrvouitg und offering of facilitics

for our military onerations in Chini, we sached at the t2lk
between Forcign iinister MATSUOK. and .mbassador ficnri, conccrte
detalls being left to be worked out by the Jadincse and French
military authoritics on the spot.

O« azrccacnt between the authoritics on the spoty,hoWoworyr,
diid not take shanc saecdily and it was not until Scote. <r e Whon

v

an agrecmont was reached 2t laste But it took much time to notify
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Govoernment would )GCT the terkitorisl
Indo-China Soverael

R
atement was sworn by the Dedonent, who affixad
| scal theretc . DPaRE

this Witn

"W o
.J._—l -_]._ -




0NsSclonce 4 gwenr to tell the

-

whole truth withholding nothing and uaddineg nothine.
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