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T0N ORES, I ON 4IND STREL. Tho iron and stcel industry

e . —— ——

in Jaan witncsscd many yars of deprossion until 1931,

but with thc cxpansion of armamcnts, great activity onsucd

in the following ycurs. i8 a rosult of the dcvelopment of

the stocl industry, Japen at presont approaches To & stete of
solf-sufficicney in stcel products, and rclative imnorts
rcgistored a sharp doeeline. [lthough thcsc immorts incrcascd
again in the past two ycars, thc rctio of immorts to domcstic
production was only 11.2: in 1934. Howuver, Tho imnrorts of
pis iron heve increoscd in occont ycers o8 concstic mroduction
wos unocble to meet the demand from stccl produccrs,

“esourccs of iron ore in Jaman arc very »ooxr, and lirgo
sun-lics must bc im»hortcd annually, Thesc imports have morc
or lcss riscn since 1933, but not wholly wronortionatc To
Thc incr;as? of nig iron ‘roduction, cvidcncing an advanco,

though small, in the domestlc ore output.

Tron orcs of pood ruality at a comperativcly lou cosv
crce importcd chicfly from the Strocits Sctvlcments and China,
This hclped greatly tho devolopment of Japan's iron and stcel
industry. - :lthough yct small, imports from sustralic in the
past fow ycars have shown a marked advancc.

The »rincipal sourccs of pig iron are Hancnoukuo and
British India., In addition to v»ig iron, scrap is now in

grcat demond, the source of which ¢t nrcscmt 1s Tho Uni tcd

Statces,
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Stcel products arc supplied by meny countries, chief

among which are the United Stetes, CGermany and Belgium,
with a share of more than 20 % each. Imports from Creat

Britain come next, but are now less then 10 .,
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