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R10 SAWAMOTO, I.J

Time - 26 November 1945, approximately 1400-1400,
- Room 303, N,Y.K, Building, Tokvo, Japan,
- Commander Denzel R, Carr, USNR, Interrogator.

Admiral Yorio Sawamoto, I.J.N.

T

Name - YOrio Sawamoto

Date of Birth - 15 November 1286 (Meizi 19),
aval Academy Graduation - December 1908 (Meizi 41).
Retirement - 5 September 19,5,

Address - 110 Kakinokizaka, Megurg-ku, Tokyo=-to.
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decision made to open hostilities?
cabinet meeting of 1 December 1941,
of opening hostilities fixed?

It was set for 8 December, This was decided at the time of the cabinet
meeting (of 1 December 1941).

was the matter of the declaration'of war decided upon at that time?

{ A ' .
(Insert Annex A of /; December)

A, That agreement was reached between Naval authorities the Foreign Office,
. i

1 remember that 1t was to have bee in hour's notice Admiral Nagano's

N

-
ess report (a few weeks agc as the first 1 | he: about a half-hour's

(Admiral Sawemoto

iministration

- -




m = .

Tosuibu) toox tTn initiative. S1ince
out an effective attack 1iI TherX« had
i+ wae decided to allow aboutl an

Amari nagai zikan o olte wa, yukona
to iu yd ni kimerareta to omotte

s was based on common sense, but 1 am not absolutely certaln of

13 to this decision.,

notice too long with communications as they were?v

hington and Pearl Harbor were very good, so not
necessary to get a message through

pLile

account of arrangementis regarding the notification?

T heard it from the Head of the Naval Affairs Burcau (GunmukyokutJS). Vice
Adniral Takazumi Oka, The competent authorities (Syumukyokuin) of the

Naval Affairs Bureau werec under the admiral, 7The Naval procedure was for th

Ministry to the Foreign Office to arrange
and then submit them to Togo and Nagano for approval but in this
er 1

: -
~+icular case 1 don't know whell he usual procedure was followed,

L e » * 3 4 ': F ‘ ‘., i “‘. tl
wo representatives of the Nav)

is ;our view ofy the surprise

In Sea Rattle of Hawaii we toOOK the initiative and attacked; 1t was not
» sneal attack. (Hawai Kalsen wa initiative o totte, kOgekl sita;
jewa nakatta.) The diplomatic situation was very delicate
such circumstances & moment's notice would do.

kisyu
or acute., In

What would the situation have been if the roles had been reversed?
Thirty minutes would have been ample as between the Japanese l

and the Commander-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet. T+ would
considerably longer to notify all subordinate commands.

lavy Ministiry
have taken

Would coded messages have made a great difference?

osgaces are brief, there is very little difference between code
~SS

"F’

essages, but ~therwise there is a great deal,

was Order No. 1 issued and by whom?

There was one by the Commander-in=Chief of the Submarine Fleet (Sensuikantai}.
T think the {irst order by Admiral vamamoto was issued af ter

1 December,
which was the date of the Cabinet decision.




Oka igo sa usen-kodo o tore, (0n Or after 8 December take
ction,) This was igsued as a hotyoku order (i.e., 28 On€ with
' Naval General

the details can De€ obtained from the

inal?

T+ ordered the 1.lee o ecarry out tactical action, but think that 1if a
compromlse settleme! aketu) had been reached (in the Washington
[ s the sixth,.

nﬂ;oti“tionsﬁ, the could have been withdrawn as late as

dmiral, leJeNe, hereby state that the foregoling
been explained tO me in English and Japanese
ISNR, 24 Lieutenant Fred Ho Uyehara, AUS, and
as written,

Naval interpreter, that I understand them

D
and that they are true,

I, Yorio Sawamoto, A
"T"I
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b Conm~nder Denzel R, Carr,
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r., Douglas
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/s/ Yorio SawamotO.




~f ultimatum led to considerable
'fIDT_'lijiC"!t:‘.uIl was made On

declaration of war decided upon at thai

hought that th notification of & severance of diploma

the United Stetes was to have been delivered
1 about One hour before the attock oOn Pearl Harbore 1 und*rstuod that

L 4
L -

a declaration of war, but an gl timatum, 1D December 1941 I did
ot an ultimatum had to have a time limit. The requirement of
an ultimatum wWas explained 1O mE for the first time thlis morn-

transmittal ol what 1 considered an ultimatum 1 nderstood that

was to be expected from the Naval General Staft shich would make 1t
sible for the Japanesec Fleet to open sakusen KodOe

you understand by salkusen XodO0%

broad meanlin which includes both strateglc and tactical actione

that time consider it tO D€

Tt was susceptible of either interpretation.

Do you thinXk the nature of the action could be left to th discretion of
the individu~al floet commanders? Didn't the pearl Harbor action have 10O
nrecede the action in Malaya OI in China waters, for example?

The det2ils WeIe kept very secret. They WeIc known only 10O the forces cCOl=
cerncd. Lvel 1 ¥ the attack on Fﬁari.iﬁu*unﬁ?vaf'becn delayed, it would notv
have been possible 1O jefer the action of the other fleels.

cotiations in Washington had been successful, could all the fleets

recalled before execution of existing orders%

1f there had been All interval betweel the receipt of news of a successful
conclusion of th negotiations in Washington and the ordered attack on
Pearl larbor, i+ would have been possible 10 stay the execution of existing
~rders, 1 do not reel confident that the fleel could have beeln recalled as
late as the seventh of December, butl T 4o belleve it could have been recalled
on the sixth. The time necessitated bY golng through the channels of com=
and would make these atotements seei reasonables

ur person~”l estimate?

Was there to your nowledge an of ficial estimate O & definite plan OT

-

sethod of recall?




can no longer recall

e such a plan, but
t possible withdrawal,
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