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TELEGRAN RECEIVED

WG Prom: Peiping via N.R.

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated

to anyone. (BR)

Dated August 31, 1940.
Rec'd 11:59 p.m.
sacretary of State,

Washington

300; August 31, 3 p.m., {(SECTION TWO)
Thle /éalmada no seoret of its intentions to profit
in every possible way from that victory, if it comes.
Four months ago Japanese agricultural interests, business-

men and liberals were still aotlﬁg ags a brake ageinst

precipitate acts of aggression and opportunism, but

these elements have been momentaril& submerged under the
current wave of pro-Axis enthusiasm. Japan has gone
frenkly and starkly "realistic".

Germans 1in Tokyo, and they are numerous, are never-
theless not entirely satlsfied with the pace at which
Japan is turning toward the Axls, raplid though 1t seems
to outsiders. German newspaper men with whom I have

talked complain that the Japanese seem prone to delay

decision until they are quite certain of ultimate German
success. They claim that German diplomats have pointed
out to the Japenese that the quicker they make some

kind of a degl, the more generous the Germans will be
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rlk 2 1 | in the final reckoning.

2 I was not able to learn whether the Germans want the

4537

3 Japanese as active allies in the European conflict or |

1 whether they are simply seeking some kind of a diplomatic

5 alignment which would give the Japanese a free but inde- |

6 pendent hand against the Britieh in the Far East.

- -— ' __
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l 7 (END SECTION TWO)
; 8 (*)' Apparent omission. SMYTH
¢ ! EMB
; 10 i, --------
3 1 | TELEGRAM RECEIVED
. ; 12 || MG From: Pelping via N.R. |
3 This telegram must be ]
s 13 closely paraphrased be=- Dated August 31, 1940. :
Z fore being communicated ’
: 14 to anyone. (BR) Rec‘d 1:45 a.m. Sep. 1 "
E 15 Secretary of State, | 1
; 16 | Washlington. | ; !
17 300, August 31, 3 p.m. (SECTION THREE) . E
18 In any case German newspaper men told me that the I
19 most important factors in any possible arrangement be- B
20 tween Germany and Japan would be: (one) definite assur- |
21 ances concerning the future German stake in the China i
28 | market which Germany regards ag of great importance; A g
23 || (two) some gatlsfactory solutlion of the East Indles and : |
a4 l other South Sea'problema in which Germany has a deep !

I interest espelally economically; and (three) utilization
|




2 .0 NOTaAMIHEAW . JUAS 4 ORAW

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

(R¢)

20

2l

22

23

4

25

* 4538
of the Japanese as a means of keeping the United States
constantly wogrlod and preoccupied with Pacific problems
g0 that Germany would have a freer hand in Europe.

Very few of the Germans with whom I have talked are
pro-Japanese at heart and some are doubtful of the extent
to which the Japanese could helo them. Most of them

however, recognize that at worst the Japanese would have
a certain nuisance value and Germany would therefore like
to make allies of them, The Germans foresee of course that
Japan's exclusionist policy in the Orlient will De applied
to all white people including themselves in the long run
if and when Jeapan beoomeg strong enough to enforce 1t.

(END SECTION THREE)

SMYTH

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MN | From: PEIPING VIA N.R.

This telegram must be Dated August 31, 1940
clogely paraphrased before
being communicated to anyone.

(BR) :

Rec'd 5:30 a.m, Sept. 1

Secretary of State
Washington
300, August 31, 3 p.,m. (SECTION FOUR.)

I believe that a conslderable part of the Japesnese amy

including War Minister Tojo is in favor of a closer
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alignment with Germany.

moment by other pro-Axis

Government who wish to be sure

glde.

forwerd on her pollcy of southw
of Aimportance:
war in Europe will g90;

United States has

(three) she wants to be pure of at least

Heel of the Japanese Empire;

wind up the China incident.

may be expected O continue

pursued ever

learned from experience that ag

the easler way.

pites add up to the same thing as

the victim

EMB
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They are belng atalled off for the

but cautious elements 1in the

that they are on the winning

The reasons why Japen 18 hesitant to plungo‘boldly

Meanwhile as Japan struggles TO make up

(END OF SECTION FOUR)

a temporary resplite

ard expansion are 1n order

(one) she wants to be sure which ay the

(two) she wante to. be sure that the

no intention of taking up arms againet her;

along the Soviel Manchurian frontier which 1s the Achilles

and (four) fallure TO

her mind she

the nibbling policy she has

SMYTH

gsince the Manchurian outbreak.

She has

gresslon by easy gstages 18

she hasg dlscovered that many little

one big one end that

s geem to make much less nolse about 1%
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MG | From: Peiping via N.R.

This message must be

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated

to anyone. (BR)

Dated August 31, 1940.

Rec'd 5:50 a.m. Sept. 1

Secretary of State,

Washlngt Or..
300, August 31, S p.m. (BECTION FIVE)
In view of Japan's extremely difficult position I

believe that she 1s in no position at the present time

to wage a successful “war alone against the United States
or Ruseia although with allles her position would of
sourse change. I feel sure, nowever, that the mzjority
in Japan are extremely desirous of avolding a confllot'_
with ﬁha United States. I might add that on my. recent

vigit to the United gtantes I was struck wlth the number

of people who mietakenly believe that any strong ghow of

il

gtrength by the United States would automatically plunge

the United States into war. The trouble is that the
Japanese know we feel this way and are making the most

of 1t by flourishing the war scare in our faces. Actually

I believe the Japanese have no intention of fighting us

ezcept as & last resort; in the face of this attitude

T believe that filrmness 1s the soundest and gafest

. amerlcan Naval policy. The rigks 1nvolved are much less

. than 1a commonly supposed in the United States. Of
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course if Oreat Britein 1s defeated then we can expect

the Japanese to become more belligerent.

(END SECTION FIVE)

MG From: Peiping vin N.R.
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated August 31, 1940.
fore being communicated
to anyone. (BR) Rec'd 5:45 a.m. Sept. 1
Secretary of State,

Washlngton.

300, August 31, 3 p.m. (SECTION 3IX)

The Japanesé appear to be 890 confident of a German’

victory and are so hopeful that such a victory would per-
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mit them to realize their ambitions in Asla that 1t
appeafl quite useless for the United States at the present

time to suggest any halfway measures of appeasement or

friendship. In fact the reception that has been accorded
such i1deas recently by the Japanese press shows that the
tendency 1s to interpret them as slgns of fear and weak-
nese. No form of appeasement short of American recog-
nition of the Japanese created new order in the Fer East

would satisfy the Japanese at thls time. It 1e obviously

pointless to attempt Lo reason with the Japanese until




the course of evente in Europe becomes clear. If Great

Britain holds out against Germany contrary to present

Japanese expectations Japan vill then have to reconsider
her whole policy for Japan today is a netion whose pollcy
1s diotated solely by expediency. (End Summary)

(END OF MESSAGE). |

Sent to Department. Rop&ated to Chungking, Shanghail.
Code text by air maill to Tokyo.
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Nr. Gesell: At '!:ranscript 1750 and 1751, a request
by Senator Ferguson for any information sent Ly the State
Department to Ambassadoy Orew regardiné parallel action
vith Britain in August, 1041,

i‘hi- :l.n_tformtian vas handed to Senator Ferguson at
page 1883 of the transcript.

At transcript 1752, a raquest by 3enator Ferguson for
any information raceived by Ambassador Grev from tho State
Department regarding American Volunteer Group.

No record has been found in the State Department fllas
that any such {nformation vas ever received from Ambassailor
Grev, or sent to him.

At transcript 1781, a request by Senstor Ferguson for
any ansver Anbalnddor Gyrev may have reesived from the State
Depsrtment in reply to Growv's folegra.m on page 143 of
Volume I of Foreign Relatlons.

No record of any reply found by the 3Jtate Departument 1in
its files.

Nov, the committee understands that this is only a
partiel report on some of the requests. We have held
this group up so that General Marshall could finish his
testimony. We did not wvant to interrupt at that time.

We are just making this interim report, and ve will

dc the btest ve can ip eny remaining time un any other

RSPt W R ooy Tl TN gYTelEe AT et
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requests pending, 8o tho transcript vill tie together.
Senator Ferguson: Mr. Chalrman.
. The Vice Chairman: Senator l':erguloa.
Ssnator Ferguson: I understand counsel has gono

through the transoript and got all these requests, and

"he is nov just taking up a part of those requests, and he

vill reply sometime later on any others.

Mr. Gesell: We are replying to the cnes ve have
rea.dy,' and as the other ones cone in ve wvill take care
of them, yes, l!.r |

Senator Ferguson: Thes¢ only apply to the transcript,
so the transcript will be tied togbthe;, to sec vhat
happens to a request?

Myr. Gesell: That is right.

We felt ve should not have a number of looss ends in
the transcript on thme various questions.

Thers 1s one furthey request that has just been
brought to my attentlon.

Senator Ferguson, on page 2510 of the trunldript. Tre-

quested any Japanese intercepts betveen the numbers 836

at page 178 of Exhibit 1, and 841 at page 185 of Exhibit 1.

f Ve have the ropiy of the War Department giving the
additional intercepts that ta}l in those numbers to the

extent that they are available, and I would like to ask
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that the memorsnium from the War Department, and the inter-
cepts be spread upon the record, and.wifh the permission
of the coumittgﬁ've*wiil ltriko'fromhtha {ntercepts the
code information, vhich wve have been striking in the
past.

The Vice Chaiymsn: So ordered,

(The matter referred to is as follovs:)

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MITCHELL 10 December 1945

At p. 2510.§f the transcript Senator Ferguson requested
the four Jepanese messages from Tokyo to Washington betwveon
No. 836 {p. 178 of Exhibit 1) and No. 841 (p. 185 of
Exhibit 1). .

Coples of Nos. 837 and 838 are inclosed herevith.

No, 840 was not intercepted.

The racaoyrds of 3ignal Iptalliganco Service indicate that
No. 833, dated 26 November 19%1, was not decoded until about
13 Decembsr 1941. When it vas decod;d, the folloving Qum-
mary of the messsge vas prepared: -

"Representations made to.Amarican.Emﬁasuy here. Your

instructions followv. Evacuation from Psnama according

to #322 from Panama. Please negotiate for assistance

from Canal"ﬂrficiéln a8 wvell as for suppllies, vatsr,

fuel oi1l, and vharf faclilities at Balboa. Negotiats

for granting of funds to return to Japan am gquickly

i

.



es possible. Transuit to cach office eoncerned. Sent

to U. S. and Panama."

Prom: Psnama {Akiysms )

To: Havapa

November 26, 1041

Circular #3% Messege from Tokyo to Washington #837.
‘ Re my message #819%.

The schedule for the Tatsuta Maru, as given in my #BaBb.
1s to leave Balbos on the 26th arriving in Yokohama January
15th. On the basis of conditions at the time, 1t may stop
at Los Angolei again on the wvay home, pat try to have t;m

i:cuengerl from the United States board it on the outvard
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trip. As far a&s possible, have all those who wish to sald
fyom South Amsrica alsa come on the Tatsuta.

Transmit this mﬁugo and my caption telegram to all
offices in the United States, as vwell as Cansda, Vancouver
and Panams., I"rom Panama send 1€t all Central and a;mth
Amprican ministers and ---;.

a - See S.I.S‘. #26217
b - See 8.I.8. #26216 _
Aruy 26218 {Japanese ) Trans.12/13/41 (BR)

Secret
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From; Tokyo (Togo)
P Washington
Novexber 26, 1941
#838
Tatsuta Maru Schedule:
Yokohama December 2
Los Angeles arrive December 1¥
Leave December 16

B:lboa arrive Decembeyr 24.

(Japanese)  Trans. 12/13/41 (8)
SECRET
The Vice Chairman: Anything further from counsel?
Mr. Gesell: That 1s all ve have todsy, Mr. Congresaman,

The Vice Chaiwman: The committee will stand adjourned

until ten ¢'clock lunday morning, at vhich time Admiral

Wilkinson will appoai' as a8 vitness.
{Whereupon, at 12:40 p. m., the committes recessed to

10 o'clock a. m., Monday, December 17, 1945.)




