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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”
by SHEN Fu
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER Two
THE LITTLE PLEASURES OF iIFE
(Continued from the last issue)

“I'm afraid,” I replied, “that I cannot
hold the insect’s legs still. What can I do?”

“T know a way, except that I am afraid
it would be too cruel,” said Yiin.

“Tell me about it,” I asked.

“You know that an inseet does not
change its colour after death. You can find
a maniig or cicada or a butterfly; kill it
with a pin and use a fine wire to tie its
neck to the flowers, arranging its legs so
that they either hold on to the stem or rest
on the leaves. " It would then look like a
iive cne. Don’t you think it is very good?”

i was quite delighted and did as she
suggested, and many of our friends thought
1it very wonderful. I am afraid it is dif-
ficult to find ladies nowadays who show such
an understanding of things.

When 1 was staving with my friend
Mr. Hua at Hsishan with Yiin, Mrs. Hua
used to ask Yin to teach her two daughters
reading. In that country house, the vard
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was wide open and the glare of the summer
suh was very oppressive. Yiin tavght them
a method of making movable screens of
growing flowers. Every screen consisted of
a single piece. She took two little pieces of
wood about four or five inches long, and laid
them parallel like a low stool, with the hol-
low top filled by four horizontal bars over
a foot long. At the four corners, she made
little round holes on which she stuck a
treilis-work made of bamboo. The trellis
was six or seven feet high and on its bot-
tom was placed a pot of peas which would
then grow up and entwine round the bam-
boo trellis. This could be easily moved by
two persons. One can make several of
these things and place them wherever one
pleases, before windows or doors, and they
will look like living plants, casting théir
green shade into the house, warding off the
sun and yet allowing the wind to come
through. They can be ©placed in any
irregular formation, adjustable according to
time and circumstances, and are, therefore,
called “movable flower screens.,” With this
method, one can use any kind of fragrant
weeds of the creeper family, instead of peas.
It is an excellent arrangement for people
staying in the country.

My friend Lu Panfang’s name was
Chaag and his literary name Ch’unshan.
He was very good at painting pine trees,
plum blossoms and chrysanthemums, as well
as writing the lishu style of calligraphy, be-
sides specialising in carving seals. T stay-
ed in his home called Hsiaoshuanglou for a
yvear and a half. The house faced east and
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consisted of five beams, of which I occupied
three. From it one could get a beautiful
view of the distance in rain or shine. In
the middle of the court, there was a tree,
the osmanthus fragrans, which filled the air
with a kind of delicate fragrance. There
were corridors and living rooms, and the
place was quite secluded. When 1 went
there, I brought along a man-servant and
an old woman, who also brought with them
a youpg daughter. The man-servant could
make dresses and the old woman could spin;
therefore Yiin did embroidery, the old wo-
man spun and the man-servant made dresses
to provide for our daily expenses. 1 was
by nature very fond of guests and whenever
we had a little drinking party, I insisted on
having wine games. Yiin was very clever
at preparing inexpensive dishes; ordinary
foodstuffs like melon, vegetables, fish and
shrimps had a special flavour when prepar-
ed by her, My friends knew that I was
poor, and often helped pay the expenses in
order that we might get together and talk
for the whole day. 1 was very keen on
keeping the place spotlessly clean, and was,
besides, fond of free and easy ways with
my friends.

At this time, there were a group of
friends, like Yang Pufan, also called Ch’ang-
]hsii, who specialised in portrait sketches;
Yiian Shaoyii, also called P’ai who specialis-
ed in painting landscape; and Wang Hsing-
lan, also called Yen, good at painting flowers
and birds. They all liked the Hsiaoshuang-
lou because of its seclusion, so they would
bring their painting utensils to the place
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and I learnt painting from them. They
would then either write “grass-seript” or
“chiian-seript” or carve seals, from which
we made some money which we turned over
to Yiin to defray expenses for teas and din~
ners. The whole day long, we were occupi-
ed in discussing poetry or painting only.
There were, moreover, friends like the bro-
thers Hsia Tanan and Hsia Yishan, the bro-
thers Miao Shanyin and Miao Chihpo,
Chiang Yiinhsiang, Lu Chiihsiang, Chou
Hsiaohsia. Kuo Hsiaoyli, Hua Hsingfan,
and Chang Hsienhan. These friends came
and went as they pleased, like the swallows
by the eaves. Yiin would take off her hair-
pin and sell it for wine without a second’s
thought, for she would not let a beautiful
day pass without company. To-day these
friends are scattered to the four corners of
the earth like clouds dispersed by a storm,
and the woman 1 loved is dead, like broken
jade and buried incense. How sad indeed
to look back upon these things!

Among the friends at Hsiaoshuanglou,
four things were tabooed: firstly, talking
about people’s official promotions; secondly,
gossiping about law-suits and current
affairs; thirdly, discussing the conventional
cight-legzged essays for the imperial ex-
aminations; and fourthly, playing cards
and dice. Whoever broke any of these rules
was penalized te provide five catties of
wine. On the other hand, there were four
things which we all approved: generosity,

romantic charm, free and easy ways, and

quietness. In the long summer days when
we had nothing to do, we used to hold ex-
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P e e et g e ot g N = e e Pt e,

aminations among ourselves. At those par-
ties, there would be eight persons, each
bringing two hundred cash along. We
began by drawing lots, and the one who
got the first would be the official examiner,
seated on top by himself, while the-second
one would be the official recorder, also
seated in his place. The others would then
be the candidates, each taking a slip of
paper, properly stamped with a seal, from
the official recorder. The examiner then
gave out a line of seven words and one of
five words, with which each of us was to
make the best couplet. The time limit was
the burning of a joss-stick and. we were to
teaze our brains standing or walking about,
but were not allowed to exchange words
with each other. When a candidate had
made the couplets, he placed them in a
special box and then returned to his seat.
(To be continued)
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