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THE A B € OF BASIC ENGLISH
BOOK 1

Ox Leara

g THE Basico Wonps

This book is designed as a simple guide in three
stages (A, B, and C), covering all the chief points in
Basic English.

In some ways it is different from other books on
languages, because the learner has, at the start, ont
one page, almost all the material that will ever be
needed. The complete word list takes about o guarter
of an hour on a gramophone—which makes it possible
to get a rough idea of the sense of anything said or
printed in Basic Knglish, after only one weck’s work;
and a little thne given to the examples will do the rest.

The chief business of the learner, then, is to get a
good knowledge of the words and their senses as given
in The Basic Words, with help of the records (and of
signs and pictures), and the nearest words in his nutive
tongue. At the same time, by putting every word
into some simiple staterent at an early stage, he will
get an idea of its natural uses for talldng and writio
With most languages two or threc years wmay be neces-
sary to got a knowledge of 5,000 words; and every new
word up to 10,000 may still have its apecial tricks,

F
e

which will only be overcome by slow and  bitter
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4 THE A B ¢ OF BASIQ ENGLISH

experience.  In Basic English. the end of the worl is
in view all the time.

The learning of the sysiein wayv best be done in Lthree
stages:

1. The 850 words and their order.

2. Expansions of the words in form and sense.

8. Special uses of the words, and their use for xpecial
purposes.

The number of words in the Basic list is so small
that it is possible to go through them o/l in fifteen min-
utes every day before any other work is done, till their
sounds are quite clear and their simple senses are fixed
in the memory.

A wvery quick learner, with special training, might
get 100 words in an hour.

A good learner with a knowledge of more than one
language, may get 50 in an hour.

A normal learner whose natural language is not un-
like English will get 30.

A learner who takes an hour to get only 20 words
will probably have a bad memory for words, or
will be one whose natural language is different
in structure from Basic English.

A normal learner, who is able to take two hours
every day for the work, will be wise to give oue of these
hours to the sounds and simple scnses of the words.
He will then get the complete list in a month (or if
he makes it two hours, he will probably get through
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6 THE A B C OF BASIC ENGLISH

every day would then be free for puiting the words
together, and learning all that is important about
Word-order.

But after a very short time, it is a good idea to make
a small selection of words, so as to have enough for
some simple statements; and by the time you come to
the end of A, you will be able to make five different
sorts of simple statements:

this part of the work in two weck The sccond hour

S

1. A word is a sign (page 18).

2. Words give (do not give) signs (page 29).

3. Words will give signs to men (page 31).

4. Words will give signs to men clearly (page 40).

5. Stop! Please give new rules lo the quick boys now
(page 47).

This A B C and The Basic Words give the teacher
with some knowledge of Englizh every thing necessury
for his purposes; but 4 B C’s in a number of other
languages, and in forms designed by experts in dif-
ferent systems of teaching, are being got ready. In
The Basic Dictionary the
normal English are put into Basic—which makes it
possible to do the same for any other language in the
near future; and in The Busic Traveler there are 100
pages of simple examples for everyday use.

Though this book is all in Basic English, the only
Basic words to wnich the learner Lns to give his atten-
tion (on a first reading) come in by degrees. They are
in special print, and the rest will be in some other

7

,600 commonest words of
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8 THE A B C OF BASIC ENGLISDT

language. But when the learner gets to the end (that
is to say, after giving about a week to A. a week to B,
and an hour to (!) he will be in a position to go through
the complete story by himseif in its Basic English
form—as an example of the way in which the words
may be put together.

In order that the First Step may he of value to the
very young in addition to its more general interest,
the words in the examples in this part are chiefly such
as are commonly used before six years old, so that the
teacher will be able to make a simple selection; while
for those who have trouble in getting their tongues
round English words, Mr. Lloyd James has kindly given
an account of the sounds themselves, as they are said
on the records which he himself has made.

C. K. 0.
The Orthological Institute,
10 King’s Parade, Cambridge.
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i0 THE A B € OF BASIC ENGLISH

Tue First STEP

In learning any language it is neceseary fivst of all to
have some idea of the different sorts of words in that
language. There arec more than 1,500 separaic lan-
guages still in use, and they are as different as the
clothing of those who make use of them; so that no
sort of word or form of dress has so wide a distribution
as to seem natural in all parts of the earth.

In one country it may be the right thing to pui a
gold ring or a silver chain round the neck; in ancther
the space between the chest and the chin may be vov-
ered by the jewels and ornaments; or by a colored
cloth, for comfort; or a soft coilar may be common—
changed to a stiff one at night. So it would be foolish
to go everywhere with the question, “What sort of
‘collai’ do they have here?” It is better to say:
“What, if anything, do they put on their necks!”
Or, again, “How are the legs covered?” Then we are
at least taking a general point of view, and there is lcss
danger of getting a wrong answer—or no answor at all.

It is the same with words. They may not be “nouns,”
“adjectives,” “verbs,” or “pronouns’’; but evervwhere
there are things. So the first and most natural ques-
tion about a language is, “What names has it for
things?”

So we will make a start with the names of ithings;
but first of all it is necessary to get a sort of map of the
system in its complete form.

1. Tamngs.

Of the 850 Basic Words, no lesa than 600 ave nanies
of Things. It is important to have a good number of
names for things, because if we went about with a
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12 THE A T O OF BARIC FNGIISH

knowladge onlv of the names of Thinga, we would bhe
o . el

able to make ourselves clear for a very great pari of

the time.

* * *

Even without the names of things, we might, no
doubt, get a long wav by pointing, and by our acts
and signs. The trouble is that sometimes it is not clear
what we are pointing at; one thing gets in the wayv of
another, and we may not be near enough to make our-
selves ciear.  But if we have a knowledge of the naines
of things, it is much more probable that our hearcrs
will be in a position to see from the signs on our faces,
or from our behavior, what we would have said if we
had made use of other sorts of words.

The names of things take the place of pointing: the
other words, to which we are coming later, take the
place of the other signs which we make.

() NaMES oF PioTvRABLE THINGS.

At a meal, for example, if we sayv “Apple” when the
fruit comes in, we may be almost as clear as if we say—
“Ploase give me an apple.”

The simplest words of all, then, are the names of the
separate things which it is possible to get by pointing;
the things round the room, the things which are moved
or marketed everywhere, one by one.?

In Basic there are 200 of these, and when the things
of which they are the signs are not themselves present
to be pointed at by the learner, a picture will do equally
well.2

RurLe. When there are two or more things of the
same sort, an s’ is put at the end of the word.

Some words which do not come under this Rule are
listed on page 10.
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14 THE A B C OF RASIC ENGLISH

13f you are ready to make complete <tatementa from the very
start, you may say This is @ . . . every tirme you do any pointing
at things in the room or at pictures.  DBul most lenrners will be wiser
to go quickly through the hirst 20 pages befure making any decision
about the best form of simaple statement.

2 Among the 200 there are four words which are a little different
from the rest. These are angle, circle, line, squarc. 'They are not
material things; but they may be pictured, and the pictures are all
that is neaded.

If you are good at making pictures or copying them from books,
see which of your pictures are rightly named by your friends; and
why they go wrong when they give a wrong answer. Or might
your pictures have been more clear?

Is it a help to your memory to get some of the names tvo by two;
like boy and girl, sun and moon, hammer and nad, horse and cart,
needle and thread? If so, make a list of those which go naturally
together.

But together all the words in the 200 which are names of different
parts of clothing {(boot, coat, collar, dress, glove, hat, pocket, shirt, shoc,
skart, sock, stocking, trousers). You have, in addition, button, hook,
and band, which may go with them.

Now do the same with the parts of the body which is dressed with-
so much care (arm, chin, huair, leg, knee, muscle, nerve, stomach,
throat, toe, and tongue).

Then take the things in connection with the building of a house
(arch, board, brick, floor, pipe, roof, screw, window, and the rest);
and from those go on to such as may be seen in a room (bath, book,
box, bulb, curtain, cushion, drawer, lock, oven, and the like). In
this way you will quickly get an idea of the different word-groups
in the Basic system.

What is this group representative of: cup, egg, fork, plate, potato,
spoon, tray? (a meal).

Make a list of 10 names among the 200 about whoso sound, form,.
and sense you have no doubt whatever. Lot them be names of
things which arc generally near—to be teuched ov scen. These will
be of use later as a sort of frame in which new words may be fixed
for purposes of learning. A different list will probably be necessary
for every country; but if the sounds are sbuple enough, hoere ave 12
from which you may be able to muke a selection: arm, hand, iead,
leg, book, box, door, paper, pen, seai, table, tree,
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(b) GrNirar, Naonus

Soigetimes, though there may be no deubt that a
word is used for a material thing, it is hard to give a
clear picture of the thing itself; a vessel, for example, or
a suine. This is because therve are different sorts of
vessels which themaselves have pictures (such as basin,
pot. ship); and because a mine is not a separate thing.
All such words are grouped among the 400 “yeneral
names,”’

Then there are solid substances, metals. for example,
like copper. These are certainly verv material. In
fact they are what things are made of; but only a little
of them is in any one place, and even then it generally
has the form of some other thing with a common name.
So it is hard to make good pictures of substances. But
it is possible to take a bit of any one of them and make
a change in its form or, with the help of a business
man, get money for it. With these come the liguids,
like blood and milk.

Air, gas, mist, smoke, and stcamm may be put in the
same division because they are made up of material
parts and their behavior is like that of substances; and
foods. like bread, butter, and checse.

There are 50 words of this sort. and because they are
names of substances they are almost as simple to get
fixed in the memory as the words which go with pie-
tures. Here is a list:

Air, blood, brass, bread, butler, canras, chalk. cheese,
cloth, coal, copper, cork, cotion, dust, carth, ylass, gold,
we, ink, iron, lead, leather, linen, mext, inisl, oil, puint,

iR}
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paper, paste, powder, yin. vice, solt, snd, il silver
snow, soap, sonp, steam. slecl stone. sugitr, tin, water
wae, wine, woxl, 1ol

Another important group of the general wmes, of
which it is frequently possible to give the sense by
pointing (and sometimes by picture), is that of the
puarts or divisions of material things. Such are hack,
base, body, cover, edge, end, front, middle, page, side. top.

Then there are persons, named sometimes in relation
to sex, or family (man., woman, father, mother, son,
daughter, brother, sister), and sometimes because of
what they do (cook, judge, inanager, porter, servind):
common acts (a shake, a bile, a grip, a kick, a s, «
laugh, a smile, a cough, a sneecze—or driving, reading,
teaching, and writing);, the divisions of time (minute,
hour, duy, night, week, month, year);, birth and death,
suminer and winlter, peace and war, question and answer.
cause and effect, work and play, profit and loss, ari and
science, color and form, law, crime, and punishment:
words for the feelings (like pleasure and pain, hope and
Jear, love and hate, belief and doubt); words for senses
(like touch, taste, and smell).

At this point you will have got into yvour head more
than half the names of things and almost half the
complete Basic word list.  So this is the right place for
a little note about the other general names which are
not names of material things or parts of material things
like the great muass of the words which we have taken
first. As sepurate words, they are happily all quite a»
gimple as the names of material things to get into tho
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20 THE A B ¢ OF BARIC ENGLISH

meniory; but their behsviov when put with sther words
is sometimes not so regular. A little more attention
has to be given to them, till any tricks they miay have
are clear from examples. With so small a nuiuber of
words this is not hard; and most of the necessiiv
knowledge will come automatically from the examples
themselves, from hearing others, and from reading.

QUESTIONS AND KEXAMPLES

Make a list of general names used for a number of
things which themselves have pictures (vnimal, au-
paratus, building, insect, instrument, machine, plard.
structure, vessel). Make a list of those which are not
separate from the other material things round them
{(harbor, mine, mountain, river, road, wave).

Put the 50 names of material things into four groups
80 that you may say “‘a bit of”’ (chalk, bread, and so on),
“a mass of” (coal, stone, and s0 on), “a drop oi’ (blod,
water, and so an), “a grain of” (powder, rice, sand).
Which wiil come into move than one group!

Because it is possible for all of them to be measured,
you may say “an wnounl of7 (any of them). What
other things (in addition to material substances) are
frequently said to be measured, in the sense that “an
amount of”’ them is talked about for purposes of com-
poriron, though we are not able to put them in the
scales? (agrezment, approval, clange, competitivn. ex-
pansion, growth, tncrease, oryanizlivi, ploasure, qulily,
shame, size, weight, and so on).
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Do you see any other words in the et of senerad
names which teht be grouped with o wod posfe
(Fire, flume, lighty Would vou putl them yourselves
with this list, or smong things of which it i possible
to muke picture?

Here are some general names used in connection
with writing: advertisement, fiction, prose, verse. Do
you see any others?

A “system of education” or of government is {requently
talked about. What other words might be used with
system in this way?

(¢) ForMS FOR NUMBER

Before we come to the stage of putting words to-
gether, it may be a good thing to have a list of all numes
in the 600 which do not make their “plural” by the
simple addition “s.” Tlere are four which make
a change of form—jfool (feet), tooth (teeth), man (men),
woman (women). Trousers and scizsors are themselves
“Plural” as is clear from the form. but we may sayv
“one leg of his trousers,” or “‘one blade of the scissors.”
There is no change for the “phual™ of sheep. This is
sad, but what are seven among such a number? And
if you go wrong it is not very imnportant.

For talking, these are all that have to be specially
kept in mind.?

1, In addition to the four changes of form, therc may be some
change in the last three letters (thou;,h the second is much the saiue
as if ouly “s” had been put at the end) of words ending i f, fr.

8, x, sh, ch, or o, for writing. 1llere is thoe complete li-t-- Lt )<,:1
will probably be wisc to malke no atiempt to get it into your hegd
at this point:

(1) Leaves, selves, shelves, Intiac.

(2)  All ending in ¥ with a “‘consonant” bofore it t1hat i all LI t,
boy, da'l, key, monkey, play, ray, tray. aud way) bave the g chargel
into tes; as army, armeeL, and bcrrl/, berries.

(3) All ending in s, 2, sh, ¢/, or ¢ have ¢s ot the end and not
simply s, as arch, arches, and mateh, meaiclhos.
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QUESTIONS AND IEXAMPLES

Make a list of all the words with the endingz s and »,
and put “plural’” forms in writing, so that yvou may sec
how simple and natural the business of “‘plurals™ ix
in Basic English. Would you have put “glasss,” or
“taxs,” if you were free to give all “plurals”™ their moxt
natural form in writing—for a smooth s-sound at the
end?

The wool of sheep is cut with scissors to make frons s
for men (and zometimes woinen). That gives vou 5 of
the changes of form. Why do the other 2 not get inta
the system? (Because their feet and their /ocih ave
not good for the digestion.)

Put a mark against any of these words which have
been given the wrong “plural™ form: leafs, sroes, ceus,
arches, crys, polatos, traies, horses, metalls, sleep, sheep,
smashs.

There is one word which is not ever used in the
“plural.”  Have vou any idea which it is? (Ncws.)

{d) A axp THE

Sometimes a thing is talked about as any one ol &
group that has the same namc: sowetines as a spoed
example about which something has heen said hetore.

¢ .

4 man="“any one man.’
The moan="“that man of whom vou have knowl-

edge.”

If any one sav, “Please give me a camera,”” vou are
then free to make a sclection from all the possihi-
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cameras in the stores; so that if vour friend gets a good
one it will be a pleasing surprise.  But if he says the
camera, you are limited to the special camera which
he hag in his mind (one which, in his opinion, is equally
clear in your mind).!

When what is named is very unlike a Material thing,
it is probable that a (or an before an open wound) will
not be used. For this reason we do not say “a hoe-
havior” or “a learning.” In the same way, we o
not say “a gold” (or “a snow’’), because gold is not o
thing that is all in front of us to be talked about or
pointed at; only part of it is ever therve.

QUESTIONS AND ExamrLzs

If we are on an island and we have only cne knife,
would you say: Give me a knife, or the knilo?

If your house has four doors-—one at the front, one
at the back, and two at the sides—would you sav:
Let us go in at a front door, or fhe front doort  Would
it be possible to go in at the side door?

On a bright night we generally take a lock at the
moon. Why? (Because it is not wige to see more than
the one moon.) Are there any other things which
would generally be talked about with fhe, becansn
there is only one of them? (Yes, the sun, the sky.)

Why do we generally give @ jpesh and a Lick, not the
push and the kick?

80 the is a sort of pointing “adjective’ - not yuite 30 =trung as
this or thet, to which wo are coming jator.
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Make a selection of wovds like belwevior, with which,
because of their sense, a(n) will probably be least used
(attention, control, cotlon, silver, thunder, and so on).

What would be the sense of a cotlon, a silver, a paint?

What words are there which do not ever take «
before them? (damage, leurning, news, transport, waiting,
weather.)

2, QUALITIES.

There are 150 names of qualities (‘adjectives")!
They wre used before the names of things to give soue
special idea about the thing. Some names of the
qualities are the names of simple feelings and experi-
ences—of the effect of things on the sense of touch
(hard), or on the sense of color (red). Other words
have taken the same (‘adjeciive’) form, but most ot
them are not names of sense-qualities of any sort. So
if the wrong words are put together (as with ‘a’ red
answer,” ‘a solid hole,” or ‘a straight curve’), the words
are in their right places, but for everyday purposes
they do not make sense.

This is of interest, because it makes it clear that we
will not be writing good sense whenever we get the
words in the right order by the rules. But when the
words are in their right places, it is at least poassible
for othera to be certain that we have a knowledge of
the rules, and are makinz an attemnt to say something.

Y A, the, any, all. every, no, vihcr, some, and such vie generally said
to be “‘adjectives,” in the sense that they are put with the munes of
things; but we may let {hem come in separately as and when they
are needed. Seo paye 12, 29, and 155,
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QUESTIONS AND NXAMPLES

Put together all the words like red, which are naies
of simple qualities, starting with the colors (Blue, green,
yellow, brown, black, grey, white); words like sharp, faiid
and soft, sweet and bitter, warm and cold, which are the
nearest to the senses; then the names of simple feelings
like happy, sad, tired.

Make a list of the ‘adjectives’ which are least like
names of simple sense qualities (cheap and dear, hanginy.
political, and so on).

A third selection will have in it all the words whicl,
do not seem to come naturally into the first group or
the second. You will probably put gquick into this
third group; if so, it will be because gquick is used of
motion, and motion is not a material thing, or a sense.

2,
or a feeling, but a change of place. There niay he
more than one opinion about the sorts of qualitics, ~o
that the size of the groups given in different answers
will be very different. But your answer will be of use
in getting a gencial idea of the sorts of ‘adjectives’ in
the Basic language. )

(@) OPPOSITES

Words like good and bad have opposite senses, anl
it is a good idea to get such words into your hewl
together. 50 of the names of qualities have opposites,
and 40 of these are themselves names of aunlities:

Good—bad, straight—bent, swect—Dbitter, wiry —cald,
kind—cruel, bright -dasizy, living  dead, cheap -dear,
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same—different,  clean-—dirty. et dry. true—folse,
strong- -feeble, male —female. wize—-foolish, past—-futuye,
red—-green, first--last, early—late, right-—Iaft, tight
loose, quiet—loud, high-—-low, separate——-ived, wid:
narrow,  youny—old, private—public, smootl —rooigh
happy--~sad., long-—short, open-— skt complor  =hpple.
quick—slow, gredt—small,  hard—-z:f1 hollow —solid,
general—special, normal—strange, thick—thin, blacl
while.

530 Opposites are formed by putting un- hefore the
name of the quality, though till the learner heeome:
expert in the art of writing it will be best to make wse
of not.

QUESTIONS AND KXAMPLES

Make a list of the 10 words among the 50 opposite:
which are not in the list of twos (awake, hlue, cortin
complete, delicate, ill, opposite, safe, secret, wrong). Of
these, opposite is the opposite of ifself (page 44); blus
is the opposite of the color of an orange (page 95
wrong, of an expansion of the sense of right; secref, of
an expansion of the sense of open. The opposite of
delicate is frequently strong or rough: of il healthy or
well (page 79;) of old, new. What General Names give
opposites of awake, certain, complete, and safe’

Yable, automatic, beautiful, bent, hroliw, cesiai, chemieal, clogn,
slear, common, complete, complex, consewvus, cut, eastic, </ otric,
Jertile, fixed, free, frequent, happy, healihy, important, kind, L,
smarried, medtcal, military, mized, natural, yeccssary, orimad, opei
parallel, physical, political, pmbal»l? quicl, ready. repdae, respo
sible, wifc, smooth, solid, stri!

Ly

ity wwesty Lol tra, wrise.
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Make a list of ‘adjectives,” like eleciric and political.
which have no opposites of any sort in the Basic list,
How would you say: “He is the opposite of political”
in Basict (Answer: He is the opposite of political)

What are the opposites of these words: tight, smooth,
same, sweet, private?

Is present or past the opposite of future?

Do you see any quality which might be the opposite
of fat?

(b) Is axD ARE

Is and are are two forms of the word be (about which
more is said on page 100).

To make simple statements, the word 28 (are, when
there is more than one thing) is put between the name
of the thing and the ‘adjective,” or between two names
of things.

Was (were, when there is more than one thing) takes
the place of 28 for the past.

A ball is round.

Words are signs.

The cows are married.

The last example was foolish.

Round. married, and foolish are said to be qualities
or properties of the things named.  But sonme qualities
and names, when put together, do not muake sense,
like example 3. Most languages have this group of
quality words, and strange errors of thought may be
produced by them. But in geinceral talk or business
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letters it is not hard to put the words in an crder which
will make some sort of sense.

(¢) Axp A¥D Or

And is uged for joining words together.

The man and the woman are muarried, But—"The
man or the woman s married.” For other uses of the
‘conjunctions’ and and or, see page 58.

QUESTIONS AND ExampLES

Take the name of any thing in the list, such as
payment, and put different ‘adjectives’ with it in tura
(nm able payment, an acid puyment, an angry poymend,
a sticky payment, and o on}.  Sce which of then: make
sense in your opinion. Then take those which make
good sense, such as a quick payment, and put the word
is (or are) before one of the othev ‘adjectives’ which go
naturally with payment (A guick payment is strange;
slow payments are natural; o second payment (s vecessary,
and so on), till you are guite certain how a paymeunt
may be talked about. Now for the first time vou are
making complete statements, such as are used in normal
discussion.

Put all the natural statements vou ars able to make
about the sad story and sad storics (The sad story is
ready,; sad stories are frequent) into past time. What
makes you so certain that some of the possilic -tate-
ments would be foolish ! 10t is the sense of tie waorils,
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take care to get all the possible senses of the statement
quite clear, if it is our experience of things, keep in
mind the fact that our experience may get wider.
Certain names of qualities are in need of special
attention, because they are less freely used than the
others. Some may only be used before the name they
go with, such as chief, future, same. Others, as lile,
awake, are not ever put before the thing or person, but
generally come after some form of the operator be.

A

I. SiMPLE STATEMENT
1. Acts

We now come to the words by which the acts or
operations of our bodies and of bodies in general are
named.

What is it possible to do to things with our arms and
legs, with our hands and feet?

We make them, gef them, have them, and keep them.
We give them a push or a pull (or a bite, or a blow, or a
kick); and they are moved in different diréetions.

We do all these acts; or, if we do nothing, we let them
be where they are (or be moved by others).

We put our bodies in motion in different directions;
we come here and go there,

But, chiefly, we put and loke other bodies, other
things—in different directions; so that it is important
to be clear not only about the names of acts but about
the names of the directions in which things are moved.
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(a) Tme Namues or RiMpLE AoTs

Among the names of the things themselves, there
are some which are in fact names of simple acts. Such
are, a push, a pull, a bite, a blow, and a kick, which came
into the account on the last page. Others are a crush,
a fall, a jump, a run, a step, a stitch, a lurn, a twist, a
walk; but these are all the names of forms of behavior,
which are only acts pinned down, so to say, for cbser-
vation like an insect on a card, and viewed as something
which may be talked about.

When it is necessary to get the motion itseli into a
statement and to have separate signs for what is going
on or heing done, language makes use of a special sort
of word which is generally named a ‘verb.” These
are frequently very hard for the learner, because they
have a long history of changes of form and are full of
tricks, whatever attempts are made to get regular
rules for the changes, and most languages have more
than 4,000 of them in common use.

Basic English has only 16 such words, in additon to
be. Be is the simplest of all, because it is the word for
existence, and, as we have seen, it is used to put the
names of things and ‘adjectives’ together.

The 10 which come first are:

come—qgo, put—iake, yive—get

(which may be talen in twos, bevauss in their chief
senses they are vbposites),

ke, keey, lef, und do
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There is not very much to say about these little
words at the present stuge, because it is best to keep
before you the acts and motions for which they are the
signs, and to go through the acts themselves with your
body.

At a motion picture house, for example, there are
generally two doors. By the one we come; by the
other we go; and so on.

We put the food for the birds, the birds take it.

We give {0ood; the birds get it.

We make money; the banks keep it; we lef them;
they do the work. Seem goes with be, as the word for
what is not certainly a fact, but is only a question of
opinion, or has the air of being something.

The walls are wet.

The walls seem wet (but may be dry).

Then there are three words of the same sort at a
higher level.

These are say, see, and send.

They may be said to be at a higher level, because, if
necessary, other simpler hasic words might be used in
their place. Say is a form of talking, or use of words;
see is a form of looking, or use of eyes; send is a form of
putting in motion, or use of transport. DBut they are
80 frequently needed, and the other possible words are
so roundabout, that it is best to have them in the list.

Lastly there are the two ‘auxiliaries’ (may and will)
which, like be and hawve, give us help in saying things
about the time at which an act is done, or the degree
in which it is possible.
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QUESTIONS AND EXAaMPLES

Do the acts named by the words, put, make, and
take: or make pictures of some one doing them.

What sort of a picture is best for keep and let? (1t
is hard to keep a ball balanced on the end of a walking
stick. There was a kind girl who let a poor rat go
free—see p. 27).

It may seem harder to get a good picture for seem.
But take a look in the looking-glass, and you will seem
there.

Why is it a complete statement to say I take « plate,
though it is not a complete statement to say I put a
plate?

Take these words in turn and say which names of
acts you would put before them: (an) attempt, (a)
kick, butter, (a) letier, (an) idea.

If you were talking to a frie :d in hospital, would
you say I will go here again or I will come here again?

Put the right names of acts into these statements:

I —— you a kiss.

You stilches in cloth.

I a step in the right direction.
I —— the thread a twist,

(b) Be. Have, WiLL, May

The four words which give thix help, then. arve be,
have, may, and will.

Of these, be and hawe, in addition to the help they
give in muking statements, may be used by themszelves.

=3
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We Lave things, in the sense that we are their owners.
But the other uses of be and have may all be grouped
with those of will and may, which are not ever used by
themselves. All these ‘auxiliary’ uses are made clear
in connection with the other forms which are given in
the complete account of the language of acts on page
75. For the present, it is only necessary to have in
mind these simple examples of the way in which they
come into statements:

The pencils have come (and so they are now here).

The birds will get the food (when we give it to them).

The rat may go (if the hole is open).

Have come is different from the use of have in a state-
ment like the pencils have points. But we say: [ have
the work ready=1 have the work done=1 have done the
work. When the pencils kave points they are sharp, and
when they have come they are here. So it is elear that
this use of have is quite a single expansion of the first
sense.

Will get is the future form of get. It says that the
getting of the food by the birds is going to be done at
some later time.

May has two uses which are not hard to get clear
from this very touching story:

One day last May there was a rat in a hole. It was a good rat
which took care of itz little ones and kept them out of the way of
men, dogs, and poisen.  About sundowi a farmer who was walking
that way put his foot into the hole and had a bad fall.  “Oh,” wes
his thought, as he got on lis legs again, “a rat for my dog, Cesar!”
Naturally the rat had the same idea and kept very quict.  After

an hour or two, (wsar got tired of waiting, and the farmer put his
spade over the top ol the hole, 30 that the rat was short up tll the
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morning when there might be some sport.  But the fnrner’s danch-
ter, May, had seen himu fromn her window. “What a shame,” aaid
May, “poor rat! There is no ~port in letting cruel dogs lonse on

good mothers! T will take the spade away. Thore—the raf may
»

go.”'  Then she took the spade to her father; “See! your spude was
out there in the field, and I went to get it for you. Here it is.”
“You foolish girl,” was his answer, I put thar spade over a rat hole
till the morning, and now— the rat may go.”

The girl was saying: “It is now possible for the rat
to go,” with the thought—"For my part, T let her gn.”
The farmer was saying: It ix now possible for the
rat to go,” though his thought was— ‘For my part, 1
would not have let her go.” So may has two different,
uses—-but that is not a cause of trouble; any more than
the fact that the name of the girl was May and the
name of the month was May (see p. 170).

It is important to be clear when two vses of « vword
have no connection, and when they are simply two
forms of a wider use. 'There are white men, black men.
yellow men, and brown men; but we do not say that
the word man has four different uses, with no general
sense running through them all. The general sensc of
may is ‘It is possible . . . ;" and it may be possible
in two ways:

in the first, the person talking makes it possible~-by
giving the power, the authority, or the chanece- (to go).

In the second, things in general make it possible—
by putting nothing in the wayv of a desire— (to go).

If there had been any doubt about the sense, the givl

might have =alds “The vat has the pover to 20,7 or
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“Rat! 1let you go”’; and the farmer might have said:
“The rat will now possibly (or probably) go.”!

(¢) Do (xoT)

When a statement is made with nof, the word nnt
is placed before the name of the act or operation, and
do is put in before the not.

Dead men do mot give trouble (but living men give
trouble).

Do not give is simply another way of saying give no
(trouble).

Like have, do has a special use by itself, in addition
to the help which it gives in statements made with the
word not.

Do is not used only as a helping word in statements
made with nof. Like have, it is itself an ‘oporator,
and in addition to this it has a special use as a word
which may be put in the place of the name of some
other act which has come earlier in the statement,
such as ‘he’ or ‘it’ is used for the name of a person or
thing. He put his hands up, and the others did the same.

* When a person says I may go, he frequently has in mind only
his other desires (as putting nothing in the way of going), and not
things in general.  He micht have said: 7T have serious thoughts
about going”’; and in normal conditions we are freo to do tha sort
of acts that are given serious thonght and gzet talked about.  Bur
if Isay: 1 ey be sading 1o A rican toonsrrow.” and some onn
gives me a newspaper which makes it ¢lear that there is no boat for
three days—thien my maey becoms s automariealty will not (p. 29;.
whatever serious thoughts and desives I mayv have.
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QUESTIONS AND KxaMPLES

Put not (with do) into the statements: The birds
take the berries. The banks keep the wmoney. Quick
pryments seem sirange.

Not comes after will or muay, and bofore the name of
the act. Put will (or il not) and may {or may not)
into the statements: firds (ake moncy. Banls keop
food  Slow payments secin necessary.

We say:  dn umbrella will be necessary when rain is
certain, and An umbrella may be necessary when rain
is possible. When would vou sav. 4 new clock may
not be necessary?

Put the statement, I come through wmy lest, into the
future, and the past formed with kave. What wonld
vou say if you had your doubts, («) about voir chances
of getting through the test to-morrow, wil (b) abous
having got through the test yesterday ¢

2. DIRECTIONS

We now come to the directions in which things yo
when they are moved.

Let us take the story of the young man whose death
was caused by the nolse which got on his nerves after
an operation in a hospital.

His friends took the view that the tine cause of his
death was the operation. The man who did the opera-
tiou said it was poison. His mother was of the opinion
that a Iy was responsible  'iose who had no love jor
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him gave part of the credit on the drains, the meat,
and the dog.

Here is the full gtory.

The dog went after the rat, by the drains, across the
strect, over the wall, with the fly, through the door,
against the rules, to the meat,.

The fly got ¢n the meat, info the mouth, dowen the
throat, among the muscles.

The poison got off the fly, at the digestion. abont
the system.

The noise came from an instrument, under the win-
dow, up the steps, through the hospital; and got on
the nerves, after the operation, before death.

Some of the words! are more truly names of places
or positions in space than names of directions.

When the fly goes to the meat, it may come, at the
end of its journey, to be on it.  So we may equally well
say that it goes on the meat. It may be resting in the
meat, or between two bits of meat or among the bones
in the meat, or at the edge of the meat; and all these
positions or places are so like the end points of direc-
tions that their names may be put in the same group,
and no trouble will be caused. All this will be much
clearer when the full account is given of the ways in
which the senses of words are stretched.

For the present, two of these little words may seem
at first to be quite di