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NEW AMERICA.

. 'CHAPTER I
TUNCLE SAM’S ESTATE.

Ix climbing the slopes of yon rivers from New
York to Toledo; in running down the Mis-
sissippi Valley from Toledo to St. Louis; in
mounting the Prairies from St. Louis to Virginia
Dale; in crossing the Sierras from Virginia Dale
to the Great Salt Lake; in winding through the
Wasatch chain, the Bitter-creek country, and the
Plains from Salt Lake City to Omaha; in de-
scending the Missouri from the middle waters to
its mouth; in traversing the table-lands of
Indiana and Ohio; in threading the mountain-
passes of Pennsylvania; in piercing the forests,
following the streams, lounging in the cities of
Virginia; in pacing these streets of Washington,
VOL. IL B
























UNCLE SAM'S ESTATE. 9

this Anglo-Saxon estate. America is a big
country; and size, as we know in other things,
becomes, in the long run, a measure of political
‘power.

Leaving out of view all rivers, all lakes, there
remain in the United States about one thousand
nine hundred and twenty-six million acres; nearly
all of them productive land; forest, prairie,
down, alluvial bottom ; all lying in the temperate
zone; healthy in climate, rich in wood, in coal, in
oil, in iron; a landed estate that could give to each
head of five million families a lot of three hundred
and eighty-five acres.
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CHAPTER II
THE FOUR RACES.

O~ this fine estate of land and water dwells a
strange variety of races. No society in Europe
can pretend to such wide contrasts in the type,
in the colour, as are here observable; for while in
France, in Germany, in England, we are all white
men, deriving our blood and lineage from a com-
mon Aryan stock, and having in our habits,
languages, and creeds, a certain bond of brother-
hood, our friends in the United States, in ad-
dition to such pale varieties as the Saxon and
Celt, the Swabian and Gaul, have also the Sioux,
the Negro and the Tartar; nations and tribes,
not few in number, not guests of a moment, here
to-day and gohe to-morrow ; but crowding hosts
of men and women, who have the rights which
come of either being born on the soil or of being
settled on it for life. 'White men, black men, red
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THE FOUR RACES. 17

scalped the white woman, will hear his war-whoop,
see his war-dance, feel his scalping knife, no more.
In the western country he is still a figure in the
landscape. From the Missouri to the Colorado he
is master of all the open plains; the forts which
the white men have built to protect their roads
to San Francisco, like the Turkish block-houses
built along the Syrian tracks, being mainly of use
as a hint of their great reserve of power. The red
men find it hard to lay down a tomahawk, to
take up a hoe; some thousands only of them
have yet done so; some hundreds only have
learned from the whites to drink gin and bitters,
to lodge in frame-houses, to tear up the soil, to
forget the chase, the war-dance, and the Great
Spirit.

The Yellow Man, generally a Chinese, often a
Malay, sometimes a Dyak, has been drawn into the
Pacific states from Asia, and from the Eastern Ar-
chipelago, by the hot demand for labour; any kind
of which comes to him as a boon. From digging
in the mine to cooking an omelette and ironing a
shirt, he is equal to everything by which dollars
can be gained. Of these yellow people there are
now sixty thousand in California, Utah, and Mon-

tana ; they come and go; but many more of them
VOL. IL c
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SEX AND SEX. 31

family ; into public hysteria, into table-rapping, into
anti-wedlock societies, into theories about free
love, natural marriage, and artistic maternity ;
into anti-offspring resolutions, into sectarian poly-
gamy, into free trade of the affections, into com-
munity of wives. Some part of this wild disturb-
ance of the female mind, it may be urged, is due
to the freedom and prosperity which women find
in America as compared against what they enjoy
in Europe; but this freedom, this prosperity, are
in some degree, at least, the consequences of that
disparity in numbers which makes the hand of
every young girl in the United States a positive
prize.
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CHAPTER IV.

LADIES.

“THE American lady has not made an American
home,” says sly old Mayo; a truth which I should
hardly have found out, had I not met with it in an
American author. Ladies, it is true, are very
much at home in hotels; but I have only to
remember certain streets in Boston, Philadelphia,
Richmond, and New York—indeed, in Denver,
Salt Lake City, and St. Louis — to feel that
America has homes as bright as any to be
found in Middlesex and Kent. “What do you
say, now, to our ladies?” enquired a bluff Yan-
kee, as we sat last " night under the verandah,
here in the hotel at Saratoga. ¢ Charming,”
of course I answered, ¢ pale, delicate, bewitch-
ing.” “Hoo!” cried he, putting up his hands;
“they are just not worth a d They can’t
walk, they can’t ride, they can’t nurse.” ¢ Ab,

























40 NEW AMERICA.

In that phrase lay hidden, like a pass-word in a
common saying, the cardinal secrets of American
life :—the scarcity of women in the matrimonial
market: and, the power of choosing and rejecting
which that scarcity confers on a young and pretty
girl.
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CHAPTER V.*
SQUATTER WOMEN.

THE fruits of this excess of males over females
in the American market are not confined to young
damsels who flit and pout in Saratoga, in New-
port, and at the Falls; they come in equal har-
vests to the peasant girls of Omaha, St. Joseph,
and Leavenworth. In the western country, the
excess of males is greater than it is in the eastern,
with advantages to match on the part of our fairer
SCX.

Among the many points of difference between
life in the Old World and life in the New, none
comes more vividly to the eye than the daily
contrast between the gait, dress, speech, and oc-
cupations of females in the lower ranks. If Fifth
Avenue is a paradise for women, so, each in its
own degree, is the mill, the ranch, the oil-spring,
the rice-ficld, and the farm-yard.
























SQUATTER WOMEN., 49

mean in make. Good dressing is a habit of the
mind, not a question of the purse. Any woman
with a needle in her hand, may be tidily dressed.

All round Smith’s holding near Omaha lies a
colony of bachelors; four men out of five in this
territory being without wives. Annie feels some
influence from the common fact; her house is a
pleasant centre for the young; and as bachelors are
apt to grow untidy in their ranches, she finds it
pleasant fun to suggest without words the blessings
which accrue to a man who is lucky enough to
procure a wife.

How sad to think that every man who may
deserve it cannot win the prize !

VOL. II. E
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CHAPTER VI.

FEMININE POLITICS.

Ir all that T hear from the female politicians of
these New England States—particularly from those
of beautiful Burlington—Dbe true, the great reform
coming forward in the United States is a moral
and social change; a reform of thought even more
than of society; a change in the relations of man
to woman, which is not unlikely to write the
story of its progress on every aspect of domestic
life.

Compared with such a revolution, all other
issues of right and wrong—Dbases of representa-
tion, negro suffrage, reconstruction, State rights,
repudiation, and the like—are but the topics of
a day, trifles of the vestry, accidents of time and
place, in two words, parish politics. Domestic
reform, when it comes at all, must be wide in
scope, grave in principle. The question now on






























60 NEW AMERICA.

only quarter in which it is being revived is the
West.

Is it true that our domestic affections lie beyond
the sphere of law? Men like John H. Noyes,
women like Harriet Holton, say so boldly ; and at
Wallingford and Oneida Creek, the sexes have
deposed all human codes and agreed to live with
each other by the light of grace. But this opinion,
with the practice which depends upon it, is the
fancy of a small, though an active and seducing
school. The world thinks otherwise; for the world
believes in a law of God, even though it may have
ceased to confide in a law of man.
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CHAPTER VII.
HUSBANDS AND WIVES.

ABoUT the main facts which lie at the root of this
feminine discontent with existing rules, there is
bardly any debate among men of sense. All who
have eyes to see, admit them. When you enter
upon a study of that nameless science, so often
in our thoughts, which may be called the Com-
parative Anatomy of Domestic Life, you are cer-
tainly met on the threshold of inquiry by the
astounding fact, that the rights of woman in wed-
lock would scem to have had scarcely any, con-
nexion with the scheme of Christian progress. All
other rights appear to increase with time. The
subject wins concessions from his prince; the lay-
man rises to the levél of his priest; the child
obtains protection against his sire; the debtor
secures some justice from his creditor ; the slave is
freed from his owner; but hardly any change in





















68 NEW AMERICA.

woman come to have a higher security against op-
pression in an Asiatic city than in American cities ?
‘Surely it cannot be because those Asiatic cities
are Moslem in creed while these American cities
are Christian? Nothing in our Gospel makes a
Christian wife a slave; and in its sweet tenderness
to woman, the Gospel stands high above the
Koran, high above every other book. Why, then,
is the law of Christendom so harsh to wedded
women, while that of Islam appears to be so
mild ? '

This question goes deep down into the roots
of things, and a full answer to it would supply
the motto for that revolution which the female
politicians declare to be coming upon American
social life.

































DOMESTIC LAW. 79

happens that an Oriental wife, though she may be
living in the state of polygamy, has in some capital
points a wider freedom in her circle than the most
highly cultured lady of New York.

Is that the end of our long endeavour after a
Christian life? No religious man or woman thinks
so; and at this moment a thousand busy brains
and gentle hearts are working on the problem of
our passage from this stage of growth into a reli-
gion of higher truth. Some of these seekers after
better things may be groping in the dark; looking
for light where light is not; but in so far as they
are seeking honestly and with earnest heed to get
into the better way, they deserve our study and
respect.

Foremost among these seekers after light, are
the Brethren of Mount Lebanon in the State of
New York.
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corner of New York State from a rugged forest,
the haunt of Iroquois and Lenni Lenape, into the
likeness of an earthly Eden. The rough old na-
ture shows itself near. Yon crests and tops are
clothed in their primeval woods, though the oaks
and chestnuts are now in their second growth.
Rocks crop out, and stones lie about you. Much
of the land has never been reclaimed. The paths
are all'oben; and every man with a gun may
shoot down game, as freely as he might in the
prairies of Nebraska. But the hand of man has
been laid on the soil with a tight, though a tender
grasp; doing its work of beauty, and calling forth
beauty in exchange for love and care. Where can
you find an orchard like this young plantation on
our left? Where, save in England, do you see
such a sward? The trees are greener, the roses
pinker, the cottages neater, than on any other slope.
New Lebanon has almost the face of an English
valley, rich with the culture of a thousand years.
You see that the men who till these fields, who
tend these gardens, who bind these sheaves, who
train these vines, who plant these apple-trees,
have been drawn into putting their love into the
daily task; and you hear with no surprise that
these toilers, ploughing and planting in their quaint
62


















MOUNT LEBANON. 89

beautiful place, in the midst of peace and plenty,
without thoughts of love? And is it not sad to
reflect that those merry boys and girls, whose
voices come in peals of laughter down the lane,
will never, if they stay in this community, have
little ones of their own to play on the village
sward ?

The Shaker is a monk, the Shakeress-a nun.
" They have nothing to say to this world; yet their
church, so often described as a moral craze, a reli-
gious comedy, a ritual of high jinks, at best a
church of St. Vitus, not of St. Paul, will be seen,
when we come to understand it, to have some
singular attractions. The magnetic power which
it is exercising on American thought would, of
itself, compel us, even though we should be found
unwilling hearers, to sit out the comedy and try
to comprehend the plot.
















































A SHAKER HOUSE, 101

The ladies at Mount Lebanon—all these sisters
are ladies in speech, in manner, in garb—have no
out-door work to perform; some are employed in
the kitchen, some in waiting on others (duties which
they take in turn, a month for each course), some
in weaving cloth, some in preserving fruit, some in
distilling essences, some in making fans and knick-
knacks. Maple-syrup is an article for which they
have a good demand; they make rose-water,
cherry-water, peach-water; they sew, they sing,
they teach children, and teach them very well
Their school is said to be one of the best for a
good general education in New York State.

































112 KEW AMERICA.

metal fence.” « You take a world of pains,” I said.
“ Ah, Brother Hepworth,” he rejoined, “thee sees
we love our garden.”

Thus, when a Shaker is put upon the soil, to
beautify it by his tilth, the difference between his
husbandry and that of a Gentile farmer, who is
thinking solely of his profits, is likely to be great.
While the Gentile is watching for his returns, the
Shaker is intent upon his service. One tries for
large profits, the other strives for good work. Is it
strange that a celibate man, who puts his soul
into the soil—who gives to it all the affection
which he would otherwise have lavished on wife
and child—should excel a mere trading rival in
the production of fruits and flowers?








































































136 NEW AMERICA.

practices of a republican government, are apt to
fascinate many men who would object to a celibate
life, to a female priest, to a community of goods.
With more or less of clearness in avowal, these
principles will be found in the creed of every new
American church.




































148 NEW AMERICA.

Some soul is always drawn by it into the peace of
heaven.

Frederick told me that every great spiritual
revival which has agitated America since his
Church was planted, has led to a new society
being founded on the principles of Mother Ann.
The eighteen unions represent eighteen revivals.
According to Elder Frederick, who is watching
with a keen and pitying eye the vagaries of
the new spiritualist movements in America, a nine-
teenth revival is now at hand, from the action of
which he expects a considerable extension of his
Church.
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CHAPTER XV.
SPIRITUALISM.

Durive the past month of August, a crowd of
Spiritualists has been holding conference in this
picturesque port and peculiar city of Providence,
Rhode Island.

The disciples came in troops from the east
and the west; some being delegates from circles
and cities, representing thousands who stayed at
home; still more being disciples who scorned
either to admit any rule or to express any one’s
opinions save their own. Eighteen States and
Territories were represented on the platform by
accredited members; more than half of them, it
seems, by ladies. A first convention of Spiri-
tualists, on a scale sufficiently vast to be called
national, was held two years ago at Chicago;
a second was held one year ago at Philadelphia;
but in those two meetings, regarded by the zealous
















































SPIRITUALISM. 165

the toiling millions ample means, times, and oppor-
tunities for education, culture, refinement, and plea-
sure ; and that equal labour, whether performed by
men or women, should receive equal compensation.”

These reformers pay no respect to our Old
World notions of political science.

When we essay to judge a system so repug-
nant to our feelings, so hostile to our institutions,
as this school of Spiritualism, it is needful —if
we would be fair in censure—to remember that,
strange as it may seem to on-lookers, it has been
embraced by hundreds of learned men and pious
women. Such a fact will appear to many the
most singular part of the movement; but no one
can assert that a theory is simply foolish, beneath
the notice of investigators, which has been ac-
cepted by men like Judge Edmonds, Dr. Hare,
Elder Frederick, and Professor Bush.






















































EQUAL RIGHTS. 183

That the state of marriage is the highest,
most poetic, most religious stage of the social
relations, is denied by few, even in America. It
is denied by some. The Moravians and the Tun-
kers treat the institution with a certain shyness;
not denying that for carnal persons it is a good
and profitable state; but affecting to believe
that it is not holy, not conducive to the highest
virtue. The Shakers, ‘we have seen, repudiate
marriage altogether, as one of those temporal
institutions which have done their appointed office
on this earth, and have now passed away, so far,
at-least, as concerns the elected children of grace.












































































































ONEIDA CREEK. 219

so much in America, and of whom so little is
known in England—came to think as he does on
the religious aspects and bearings of domestic life
—I will put before him, as openly as a-layman
dare, the results of my enquiries at Oneida .
Creek.
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choose to refer it to the Family in their evening
gittings.

It was long before this second great principle
was introduced as a ruling power, and until it was
introduced, the community of Perfect Saints had
little of what the world would call success.
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CHAPTER XXII.
A BIBLE FAMILY.

WHILE Noyes. was still a preacher of Holiness,
going about among the churches, he made converts
of Abigail Merwin (a woman was necessary to him,
and Abigail was a female disciple of whom he might
feel proud) and James Boyle; and these two early
followers were the first apostates from his creed.
Abigail seems to have expected an offer of mar-
riage ; Boyle had hopes of being elected pope; but
neither of these pretensions suited Father Noyes,
who felt averse to wedlock, and meant to be pope
himself. They were only the first seceders; for as
time wore on, and the true principle of Holiness
was understood among his people, the units fell away
from the mass. Each man was a law to himself;
the spirit operated in single minds; and out of many
independent members it was impossible to found a
church. No one would concede, no one obey, no












A BIBLE FAMILY. 235

words (a copy of which has been given to me by
himself) :—

A LOVE LETTER.

Father Noyes to Harriet A. Holton.
Putney, June 11, 1838.

BEeLOVED SISTER,—After a deliberation of more
than a year, in patient waiting, and watching for
indications of the Lord’s will, I am now permitted
—and indeed happily constrained—by a combina-
tion of favourable circumstances to propose to you
a partnership which I will not call marriage, till I
have defined it.

As believers, we are already one with each
other, and with all saints. This primary and
universal union is more radical, and of course more
important than any partial and external partner-
ship; and with reference to this, it is said, “ there
is neither male or female,” neither marrying nor
giving in marriage in heaven. With this in view,
we can enter into no engagements with each other,
which shall limit the range of our affections, as
they are limited in matrimonial engageients, by
the fashion of this world. I desire and expect my
yoke-fellow will love all who love God, whether
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outward appearance, or the future by the past, you
will naturally find, in the irregularity and seeming
instability of my character and fortune, many
objections to a partnership. Of this I will only
say, that I am conscious of possessing, by the
grace of God, a spirit of firmness, perseverance, and
faithfulness in every good work, which has made
the vagabond, incoherent service, to which I have
thus far been called, almost intolerable to me; and
I shall welcome heaven’s order for my release from
it as an exile after seven years’ pilgrimage would
welcome the sight of his home. I see now no
reason why I should not have a ¢ certain dwelling-
place,” and enter upon a course which is consistent
with the duties of domestic life. ~Perhaps your
reply to this will be the voice saying to me,—

“Watchman! let thy wanderings cease,
Hie thee to thy quiet home.”

Yours in the Lord,
J. H. NovEs.

Harrict, left to herself, answered as the preacher
wished; in a few days they were united; and
Noyes cxpended her seven thousand dollars in
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building a house and a printing-office, in buying
presses and types, and in starting a newspaper.
So long as the old man lived, he supplied them
with money to live on; when he died Father
Noyes came in for nine thousand dollars in one
lump. He makes no secret of the fact that he
‘married Harriet for her money; to use his own
words, she was given to him as his reward for
preaching the Truth.

The first family gathered into celestial order at
Putney included the Preacher’s wife, his mother,
his sister, and his brother; all of whom have re-
mained true to his theory of domestic life. His
mother died only a few days before my arrival at
Oneida Creek; an aged lady, who went to her
rest (I am told) confident that the system intro-
duced by her son is the only true and perfect
society of Christian men and women on the earth.

These persons, with a few preachers, farmers,
doctors, and their wives and daughters, all men of
means, character, and position, went to live in the
same house; setting up, as they oddly phrased it,
a ‘branch of the heavenly business in Putney, after
a formal renunciation of the Republican Govern-
ment, and an everlasting secession from the United
States.
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CHAPTER XXIIL
NEW FOUNDATIONS.

WueyN Putney had become too warm a place for
Noyes and his Bible Family to live in; not, as he
told me, on account of any persecution from the
churches of religious Vermont, but solely from the
opposition of drunken and worthless rowdies; the
Preacher, having let his house and farm to a Gentile,
moved away from his native town to Oncida Creek ;
a place which, on account of its beauty, its remote-
ness, and its fertility, scemed favourable to his
plan of trying, by patient industry, to lay a new
foundation for social and family life. Mary Cragin,
who brought with her George, her husband, and
some other friends already tried in the fire, came
heartily into his scheme; becoming to this fresh
enterprise, all that Margaret Fuller would have
liked to be, and was not, in the less daring settle-
ment of Brook Farm.
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CHAPTER XXIV.
PANTAGAMY.

How shall I describe, in English words, the
innermost social life so freely opened to my view
by these religious zealots of Oneida Creek? To
an Arab family I could easily shape the matter, so
as to leave out nothing of importance to my tale,
for the Arabs have derived from their fathers a
habit of calling things by the simplest names. We
English have another mood; that of hushing up
nature in a fine sense of silence; of spending our
curiosity on facts about trees, birds, fishes, insects ;
while we are carcfully putting under dark covers
anything that relates to the life and nature of
man.

George Cragin, one of Mary Cragin’s sons, a
young man of parts and culture, above all, of erect
moral feeling, fresh from college, where he has
taken his medical degree, told me in one of our



























PANTAGAMY 263

the details have been wrought out, other Families
will be formed in New York and in the New
England states.

Before I left Mount Lebanon I had some con-
versation with Elder Frederick about these people.
“ You may expect to sec the Bible Families increase
very fast,” said Frederick, who looks upon their
growth with anything but a friendly eye; “they
meet the desires of a great many men and women
in this country: men who are weary, women who
are fantastic; giving, in the name of religious
service, a free rein to the passions, with a deep
sense of repose. Women find in them a great
field for the affections. The Bible Communists
give a pious charter to Free Love, and the senti-
ment of Free Love is rooted in the heart of New
York.”
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CHAPTER XXV.
YOUNG AMERICA.

“WE do not multiply beyond our wishes,” said
Noyes, in summary of the many beauties and
advantages of what he and his people call the new
Bible Order. ¢“The baby question is the great
question of the world,” cried Brother Wright,
among the Spiritualists of Providence. What do
these reformers mean? In a score of different
places, people have founded an annual baby-
show at which they give prizes to the best speci-
men of baby-beauty; so many dollars (or the
dollars’ worth) for fine teeth, for bright eyes, for
chubby checks, for fat arms and hands, and for a
thousand nameless merits which a jury of ladies
can assert in these rosy yearlings. What do these
facts -imply? Is infant beauty becoming rare?
Has the public mind been roused to a consciousness
of the decline? These things can hardly be : since
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it; but the facts are wholly out of keeping
with conjecture. 1In these three pious, moral,
and sober states, the birth-rate is lowest. The
only states in which there is a high and healthy
rate of natural increase, are the wild countries
peopled by new settlers,—Oregon, Iowa, Minne-
sota, Mississippi, — states in which, it is said,
there are few fine ladies and no bad fashions.
Strangest of all strange things is the example set
to the rest of these States by Massachusetts, the
religious centre of New England, the intellectual
light of the United States. In Massachusetts, the
young women marry; but they seldom become
mothers. The women have made themselves
companions to their husbands; brilliant, subtle,
solid companions. At the same time the power
of New England is passing over to the popu-
lous West, and a majority of the rising genera-
tion of Boston is either of German or of Irish
birth.

This rather dismal prospect for Young America
is not a consequence of the Germans and Irish put
together exceeding the natives in number. Those
nationalities are large no doubt; but as yet they
have not turned the scale. The list of marriages
still exhibits a preponderance of natives; and it is
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only when you come to the register of births that
the account runs all another way.

Under the constitution of the United States,
numbers are strength; numbers make the laws;
numbers pay the taxes; numbers vote away the
land. Power lies with the majority ; and the ma-
jority in Massachusetts is going over to the Irish
poor ; to the Fenian circles and the Molly Maguires.
At present the foreigners count only one in five;
but as more children are being born to that
foreign minority than to the native majority, the
proportions are changing every year. In twenty
years, those foreign children will be the majority
of men in Massachusetts.

How will the intellectual queens of Boston
bear the predominance of such a class?
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CHAPTER XXVI.
MANNERS,

“ WHAT do you think of this country ?” said to me
an English lady, who had spent two years of her
life in the middle states, Ohio and Kentucky.
Though I had then been five whole daysin New
York, I had not come to a final judgment on the
virtues of thirty millions of people; so I answered
my friend with a cowardly evasion, that it seemed
to me a free country. Free!” cried the lady,
with a shrug; “ you are fresh to it now : when you
have lived here three or four months I shall be
glad to learn what you have seen and thought.
Free! The men are free enough; but, then, what
they call their freedom, I should style their impu-
dence.”

Those words are often in my thoughts; never
more than they have been to-day, while strolling
through these streets of Philadelphia, now that I
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have fulfilled my terms and travelled over
ten thousand miles of American ground. A
lady fresh from May Fair, used only to the ways
of well-bred men, to the silent service of her maid
and groom, would be sure to fall, like my ques-
tioner, into the error of supposing that the only
liberties to be found in America are the liber-
ties which pcople take with you. _

All men of Teutonic race are apt to cast big
looks on the strangers whom they meet by chance.
It is a habit of our blood. The Norse gods had
it; and we, their heirs, can hardly ever sce an
unknown face, an unfamiliar garb, without feeling
in our hearts the longing to hoot and pelt. In
presence of a strange man, a gentleman puts on his
armour of cold disdain, a rough looks out for a
convenient stone.

We bear this impulse with us on our journeys
to and fro about the earth, Englishmen carrying
it in the form of pride, Americans in the form
of brag. Of course, it is not the way with
all. Men of large hearts, of wide cxperience,
of gentle nurture, will neither wrap their pride in
an offensive coldness, nor obtrude their power in a
boastful phrase. DBut some of the rank and file,
having neither large hearts, nor wide experience, nor
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hardly think so. Is it a relic of some Indian
custom? The Algonquins used to keep their
reckonings by means of cuts and notches on a
twig; and when Pocohontas came to England,
her followers brought with them a bundle of
canes, on which they were to keep accounts of
what they saw among the .Pale-faces. ~Whittling
may be a remnant of this Indian custom; and
the gentleman resting on the next bench to me,
without a thought of Pocohontas and her people,
may be whittling notes for his election speeches on
his stick. I wonder whether he learned to chew
at school? I wonder how he felt when he first
put pig-tail into his mouth ?

In a railway-train, in a ball-room, in the public
street, you have much to do with a man’s habits
and behaviour, not much with his virtues and
acquirements. In my journey from Columbus to
Pittsburg, I spent about twenty hours in company
with a Missouri boss. Now a boss is a master (the
word is Dutch, and has gone westward from New
York). In London he would have been a capi-
talist, in Cairo an effendi; in one city he would
have had the bearing of a gentleman, in the other
he would have had the aspect of a prince. He was
a good fellow, as I came to know ; but he made no
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of that fine air, that flattering courtesy, behind
you. Less of it is found in Alexandria than in
Cairo; less in Smyrna than at Damascus. Sailing
westward, you will lose it more and more; by a
scale of loss that might be measured on a chart.
Speaking roundly, the gift of seeming soft and
gracious, which we call by the name of Manner,
declines in a regular order from East to West; in
Europe, it is best in Stamboul, worst in London;
in the world (so far as I have seen), it is best in
Cairo, worst at Denver and Salt Lake. And the
rule which governs the ends of these great chains,
holds good for all the links between them; the
finer courtesies of life being more apparent in St.
Louis than Salt Lake; in New York than in St.
Louis; in London than in New York; in Paris
than in London; in Rome than in Paris; in
Athens than in Rome; in Stamboul than in
Athens; in Cairo and Damascus than in Stam-
boul. If I ever go westward to California, I shall
cxpect to find the manners worse in San Francisco
than they are at St. Louis and Salt Lake.
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CHAPTER XXVIL

LIBERTIES.

WILL any one learned in the ways of nature say
what is the cause of a decline in manners which
may be noted at every stage of a journey from
the Usbeyah to Pennsylvania Avenue? What is
the secret of the art itself? Whence comes this
gentle craft, of which the Saxon has so little, the
Persian has so much? Man for man, a Persian is
less noble than an Arab, an Arab than a Gaul, a
Gaul than a Briton; why then should the lower
race excel the higher in this subtle test of bearing ?
Is manner nothing more than a name for the
absence of liberty? Is that soft reserve, that
bated voice, that deprecating tone, no more than a
sacrifice of individual force to social order? Are
we polite because we are not ourselves? In short,
is a good manner a liberal accomplishment or only
a slavish grace?



























CHAPTER XXVIIL
LAW AND JUSTICE.

WHEN Secretary Seward put to me the question
which every American puts to an Englishman
travelling in the United States, “ Well, sir, what
do you think of our country?” I ventured to reply,.
partly at least in jest, “I find your country so free
that nobody seems to have any rights.,” As in all
such sayings, there was some exaggeration in these
words; yet they convey an impression dwelling on
my mind.

No men in the world, not even we English, from
whom they derive the virtue, boast so constantly,
and with so much reason, of being a law-loving,
a law-abiding people as these Americans. Having
no State religion, no authentic Church, they seem
to cling to the written Law, whether it be that
which was fixed by the Constitution, that which
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CHAPTER XXIX.
POLITICS.

Sociery is made and held together by the poise
and balance of two radical powers in man—akin
to those centrifugal and centripetal forces which
compel the planets to revolve about the sun—the
separating spirit of freedom and the combining
spirit of union.

Always acting, and in opposite ways, these forces
hold" each other in check; that shaking masses
into units, this drawing units into masses; and it
is only in their nice adjustment to each other that
a nation can enjoy political life in the midst of
social peace.

In all living men, these powers of separation and
attraction are nearly equal, like the corresponding
forces in all moving matter ; but some races of men
have a little more of the first power, others have
a little more of the second power. The Latin race
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sanctity of wedlock, against the permanence of mar-
riage vows. They asserted rights which would have
grieved and puzzled such models of their sex as
Lady Rachel Russel and Lady Jane Grey. Caroline
Dall demanded that woman should have the right to
labour in any profession she might care to adopt.
Margaret Fuller taught her female readers to expect
equality in the married state. Mary Cragin preached
the doctrine of Free-love for-woman, and practised
what she preached. Eliza Farnham urged a revolt
of woman against man, declaring that the female is
intrinsically nobler than the male.

What a glorious strength of constitution this
young society must have had to endure with so little
waste the shock of so many forces! What energy,
what solidity, what stamina in the young Saxon
republic!
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CHAPTER XXX.
NORTH AND SOUTH.

Ir the negro question lent a pretext to the rage
of North and South, the cause of that strife in
Charleston harbour which brought on civil war,
lay closer to the core of things than any wish
on the part of these southern gentry to maintain
their property in slaves. The negro was a sign,
and little more. Even that broader right of a
state to live by its own lights—to make and un-
make its laws—to widen or contract its enterprise
—to judge of its own times and seasons—to act
either with or without its fellow states—was but
a pretext and a cry. The causes which have
whitened these Virginian battle-fields (in the midst
of which I write) lay deeper still. A planters’ war
could not have lived a month, a seceders’ war could
not have lived a year. The lists were drawn in
another name, the passions welled from a richer
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highest point—full of the last fact, the last move-
ment, the last book; bright and knowing people,
who let nothing pass them, and with the habit of
turning their acquirements to instant use ; some-
times making him do service in an unexpected
way. But he, an idler in the land, had no enjoy-
ment in their rapid talk. They thought of him
little, of their own projects much. When he wanted
only to loll and dream, his host had to meet a
banker in the city, his hostess had to teach a
class in the village-school. He must amuse him-
self, he was always being told, until the afternoon.
There was the coal-mine to see, the new bridge to
inspect, the steam-harrow to test. What did he
care about coal, and bridge, and harrow! He
would smoke a cigarette, and take the very next
train for Richmond.

In these sunny Southern houses, with their
long verandahs, their pleasant lawns, no man
was busy, no woman was in haste. Every one
had time for wit, for compliment, for small talk.
The day went by in gossip. No man there ever
thought of working, for to work was the slave’s
office. Work was ignoble in these cities. Society
had said, “ Thou shalt not labour and escape the
curse ; ” and white men would not put their hands
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professor, from whom I heard these details. There
came the rub. The social standing of a teacher in
the South! A teacher could not hope to hold any
standing in the slave society, and thereupon the
proposal to invite the best men to come over from
Oxford and Berlin, as well as from Boston and
New Haven, tumbled to the ground.

In the Northern cities you had neither a gentle
class nor a servile class. In their stead you had
men of learning, business, enterprise; men of as
pure and lofty lineage as the Southern chivalry,
with fresher notions, hardier habits, and a larger
faith. The Middle Ages and the Modern Ages
could not come together and live in peace; each
would be master in the Great Republic—on the
one side Chivalry, with its glories and its vices; on
the other side, Equality, with its ardour and its
hopes.

Which of these two principles,—Privilege,
Equality,—was to govern this Great Republic ?

Y2
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CHAPTER XXXI
COLOUR.

ONE chance the white man had, and still might have
—of living here, in Virginia, also down in Alabama,
Mississippi, and the Carolinas, a social and political
life apart from his English brother in Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, and Ohio; but the course to be taken
by him is one from which it is commonly believed
that his pride must revolt, and his taste recoil,—a
family alliance with the negro race.

Long before the ugly word miscegenation came
into use, and young damsels in ringlets and chig-
nons stood up in public pleading for a mixture of
breeds, many sincere, and some serious, men had
preached the dogma of a saving quality in the
negro blood. Channing had prepared the way for
Anna Dickenson. In their flowery prose, the New
England teachers had bestowed upon their negro
client in the South an emotional nature far above
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mond, and at all hotels from New York to Denver,
negroes serve at table, shave and dress you, clean
your boots, and wait upon your person. In the
many hundreds who have been about me, I have
never heard one saucy word, never seen one sulky
scowl.

One of the negroes whom we saw in Leaven-
worth was asked whether he would marry and
settle, seeing that he had saved a good deal of
money. “No, sar, me not marry; no white lady
have me; and me not have white woman who
marry me for money.” On being asked why
he could not court and win a woman from his
own people, he exclaimed, “Lord, sar! you not
think I marry a black nigger wench?” Yet the
fellow was a full-blooded negro, black as a piece
of coal.

That the negro is fitted, by his humour, by his
industry, by his sociality, for a very high form of
civil life, may be safely assumed. Some negroes
are rich and learned, practise at the bar, preach
from the pulpit, strut upon the stage. Many have
a great desire to learn and to get on. Here is Eli
Brown, head-waiter in the Richmond hotel; a man
with a bright eye, a sharp tongue, a quick hand.
A few months since he was a slave. He learned
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this I knew ; and therefore I could understand my
friend. ‘

A time may perhaps come, as poets feign and
preachers prophesy, when the negro man and the
Saxon woman will be husband and wife ; but the
day when they can go to church together, for the
celebration of their marriage rites, without exciting
the wrath, provoking the revenge, of these mas-
culine protectors of white women, is evidently a
long way off.

VOL. II. z
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CHAPTER XXXII

RECONSTRUCTION.

IN the great contest now going forward in every
part of this Republic as to the safest theory of
reconstruction,—that is to say, as to the principle
and plan on which the New America may be built
up—every party seems to have put the Union in
its front. Under the dome of yon glorious New
Capitol, men from the North and from the South
appeared to be cqually eloquent and ardent for the
flag. All speakers have the word upon their lips,
all writers have the symbol in their style. Unity
would scem to be, not only the political religion of
men in office, but the inspiration of every man
who desires to serve his country. No other cry
has a chance of being heard. Not to join in this
popular demand is to be guilty of a grave offence.
“ We are all for the Union,” said to me a Virginian
lady not an hour ago, “ the Union as it was, if we
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may have it so; our sole desire is to stand where
we stood in '61.” So far as you can hear in Rich-
mond, this expression would appear to convey the
general wish. North of the Potomac, too, the
desire to have done with the past five years of
trouble and dissension is universal.

In the new elections, every candidate for
office has been forced by the public passion,
though often against his will, to adopt this
watch-cry of the nation for himself and for his
friends; while he has found his profit in de-
nouncing his enemies and their partizans as dis-
unionists,—a denunciation which, in the present
temper of men, is taken to imply all the worst
treacheries and corruptions, present and to come;
in fact, to clothe a man with such uncleanness of
mind and body as lay in the Hebrew phrase of a
whited-wall. Union is a word of grace, of sweet-
ness and of charm. Everybody takes it to himself,
everybody claims it for his section.  Dis-union,
a word so musical in Richmond, Raleigh, New
Orleans, not thirty months ago, is now a ban,
a stigma, a reproach. Its day is past. Repub-
licans call t_heir Democratic rivals dis-unionists ;
Democrats describe their Republican adversaries

as dis-unionists. Each section writes the word
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on the black man’s behalf, must be done away.
In future, all white men in the united States
must have ‘an equal power at the poll; hence,
the Republicans have framed a bill, amending
the Constitution so far as to base the representation
in Congress not on the number of persons, but on
the number of voters. A majority in the new
Congress is certain to be of opinion that this bill
should pass.

The Democrats. assert that any amendment of
the Constitution is illegal, revolutionary, needless.
They say, and in theory they rightly say, that
representation should be based on population;
on a great natural fact, easily ascertained, capable
of proof; not on a whimsy, a convenience of the
day, a mere local act, which may be passed to-day,
recalled to-morrow. They clench the doctrine
which the moderate section among Republicans
profess to have adopted, that a black man, in
his present state of ignorance, is not fit to
vote ; but then they add, that as the black man
shall not vote himself, his more liberal and en-
lightened neighbour, like the electoral classes
in a European state, should be allowed to cast
his vote into the urn. These Democrats have
the great advantage of seeming to stand by the
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law and constitution, but their reasoning against
the constitutional bill is seen to be futile and un-
sound. President Johnson and his cabinet are of
opinion that this Constitutional Amendment should
not pass.

Each party finds a certain amount of sym-
pathy in the hostile camp. The Northern Radi-
cals object to the Constitutional Amendment as
illegal and unnecessary ; asserting, with the Demo-
crats, that representation should be based on
natural population, not on the number of legal
voters ; asserting, with the Republicans, that all
white men should have equal rights in the urn;
and declaring, in the face of both these parties,
that the negro should be allowed to give his
vote for himself. In like manner, the Southern
moderates, while they hold to many doctrines
which the North will not endorse, are not un-
willing to unite with them on the terms of
equal rights proposed by the Republicans. This
party of peace and compromise is perhaps the
strongest, numerically, in the South; but the
hopes of more fanatical men have been so hotly
fanned by President Johnson and his agents, that
calm and reasonable counsels have been heard
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among the old governing classes with a certain
stiffness and impatience.

We need not judge these parties with heat
and haste. After her losses in the field, the South
may easily persuade herself that she has a right
to ask for much, and to take whatever advantages
she can of the divided counsels of her foes.
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CHAPTER XXXTII.
UNION. o

THE main obstacle, then, to a Union, such as late
events have made possible, and the interests of all
parties would suggest, is not the temper of either
North or South, but the existence of a paper-law,
for which every American has been trained to
express a veneration almost equal to that which
he professes for the Word of God.

If any human effort of the pen is sacred in
the eyes of these people it is their Constitu-
tion. Indeed, a stranger in the land can hardly
comprehend the reverence—sometimes rising into
awe—with which brave Virginians, practical Penn-
sylvanians, bright New Englanders, always speak
of their Organic law. Apart from the affection
borne to it by a great people, that organic law,
from whatever point of view it is regarded,
fails to impress a student of politics as being
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neither free nor equal, where growth is not ex-
pected, where prosperity is not desired, a paper
law, unchanging as that of the Medes and Per-
sians, may have reason for existence; for under
such a rule the people can never hope to rise
into that highest state of being a law unto
themselves. In a country like America, a real
constitution should be a vital fact, not a piece
of paper, and a dubious phrase. England never
had a written constitution. How could she have?
Her constitution is her life. ~ All that she has
ever been, ever done, ever suffered—these are
her constitutions, because they are herself. What
would she gain by trying to write down this story
in & dozen articles? She would gain a set of
manacles. No dozen phrases could express the
whole of her vitalities. Some of these are ob-
vious, others latent; no one can remember all
thc past, no one can foresee all the future.
Why not be content to let the nation live?
Would any sane man think of making a consti-
tution for a garden, of hanging a paper chain
on the stems of plants? Yet men in a free soil
have wider possibilities of change in them than
trees and flowers. Could anybody dream of
devising a constitution for sciences like chemistry,
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astronomy, and physics? Where you have power
of growth, you must have order, method, under-
standing ; not a final theory, not an infallible
law.

And what are the advantages derived from
a Constitution ? Are you afraid that people
would forget their principles and betray their
freedom, unless they were restrained from wan-
dering by these paper notes ? That is the com-
mon fear. But see what this fear implies, and
say whether all that it implies is just. As men
cannot wander from their own natures, their own
instincts and passions, you have to assume that
your Constitution has a ‘life apart from that of
your people; that it is a political fiction, not a
moral and social truth. If the Constitution exists
in the blood and brains of this bright and tenacious
people—if it be the genuine product of what they
have done, of what they are—you need not fear
its being forgotten and betrayed. If it is an
alien statute, what right have you to force it upon
them ? |

In the present state of feeling with respect to
the Constitution, I do not think that anybody
would be heard with patience who should pro-
pose to set the people free, by putting it to a
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decent end. The time for such a work may come.
At present no one dreams of doing more than
amending a defective instrument in several
places; so as to cast away some of the very
worst articles inserted in it by the slave pro-
prietors. Only the radicals propose to bring it
into harmony with the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. But while the political doctors are at
work upon it, may it not be worth their while
to consider—Whether it would not be better to
confine their task to cutting away the obnox-
ious parts? Why not open the Constitution by
removing its restrictions? Why add to a docu-
ment which they admit to be defective ? They
know that if this paper barrier had not stood in
their way, the differences between North and
South would have ended with the defeat of Lee.
Why then prepare fresh difficulties for their chil-
dren, by adding new compromises to the organic
statutes ?

In a few years North and South will be one
again; state rights will have been forgotten, and
the negro will have found his place. A free
Republic cannot hope to enjoy the repose of a des-
potic state; to combine the repose of Pekin with
the movement of San Francisco, the order of Miako
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highest share of freedom with the widest share of
power.

When the armies came into collision after the
fall of Fort Sumter, the true banner of the war
was raised, and the battle was accepted on a
broader ground. The issue of the fight was
then,—What principle shall the Great Republic
write upon her flag? Shall her society be founded
on the principles of Chivalry, or on the principles
of Equality ? Shall industry be branded as ignoble ?
Shall the New America be a slave empire or a free
commonwealth ?

Under these walls of Richmond the battle of
that principle was fairly fought; with a skill, a
pride, a valour, on either side to recall the charges
at Naseby and at Marston Moor; but the Cavaliers
went down, and the Middle Ages then lost their
final field.

When the reign of that martial and seceding
spirit came to its close in the midst of rout and
fire, the milder spirit of Unity and peace, which
had only slept in the hecart of these American
hosts, came up to the front. A new order was
commenced ; not in much strength at first; not
without fears and failings ; yet the reign of a nobler
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sentiment was opened, and every eye can see how
far it is daily gaining in strength and favour;
even though it has to contend against craft and
passion more fatal than the sword. Years may
elapse before this Union sentiment in the South is
strong with all the riches of its strength; but the
heralds have blown their horns, and the soldiers
have raised their flag. Fulness of life must come
with time; enough for the hour that the desire for
Unity has been born afresh.

Yes; here in Richmond, among these gallant
swordsmen of the South, on whom the war has
fallen with its deadliest weight—men broken in
their fortunes, widowed in their affections—many
admit, and some proclaim, that they have made a
surprising change of front. They are still the
same men as before the war, but they have
wheeled about and set their faces another way.
Some, it has been said, cannot make this change;
they had their part in the past, and with the past
they fel. Men whose last act was to burn this
city, when they fled, leaving these blackened walls,
these broken columns, these empty thoroughfares,
as a message, a memorial of their despair, may think
they have the right to be heard, and to be con-
sidered in these southern cities; but it is coming









364 NEW AMERICA.

just now, “are in favour of going in;” that is to
say, of compromising the dispute, and taking their
seats in Congress: “they do not like seeming to
desert their old generals, but they want to live;
and they won’t stand out for ever.” These younger
men, against whom the victors entertain no grudge,
have nearly forgotten the past five years. Youth
keeps its eyes in front, and there it sees nothing but
the flag.

Hence it comes that in these very streets of
Richmond, men who were yesterday on horseback,
charging for the Confederate device, are now heard
whispering of the Stars and Stripes, with a regret
not feigned, an affection not put on. ¢ Our grand
mishap,” said to me a Georgian soldier, not an hour
ago, “was our change of flag; we should have
kept the old silk ; we should have gone out boldly
for the Union; we should have put yon Yankees
on the outer side; we should have taken our
ground on the Constitution, making our encmies
the Seceders; then, we should have won the fight,
for all the West would have been with us; and,
instead of stamping about these blackened walls to-
day, we should have had our piquets at Niagara,
our sentries at Fanieul Hall.” Perhaps he is right.
But is not this regret of the Georgian an after-
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Out, too, in yon swamps and wastes, by the
deserted breastwork, by the fallen fort, by the
rank river margin, lie the ashes of a broken and
ruined host; of young men, of old warriors, who
rode up from the cotton lands of Louisiana, from
the country-houses of Georgia, from the rice-fields
of Carolina, to fight for a cause in which they had
learned to feel their right; soldiers as honest, as
brave, and proud as any of their stronger and
keener foes. But the strong were right, and the
right were strong; and the weaker side went
down in their fierce embrace. They fell together;
their duty done, their passion spent. Many a
tender office, many a solemn greeting, passed
between these falling brothers, who spoke the
same tongue, who muttered the same prayer, who
owned one country and one God. They died on
the same field, and whitened on the same earth.
Still, here and there, some pious hand picks up
their bones together, just as the warriors fell in
battle, and laying them side by side, leave the two
brothers who had come to strife, victor and van-
quished, unionist and seceder, to sleep the long,
sleep in a common bed.

Would it were always thus! would that the
pious North, noble in its charity as in its valour,
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would condone the past! The dead are past
offending any more, and the pious searcher, in
presence of a soldier’s dust, should ask no ques-
tion of state and party, but lay the erring prodi-
gal by his brother’s side. Yon sunny Richmond
slope, on which the setting sun appears to linger,
tipping with pink the fair white stones, should be
for North and South alike a place of rest, a sign
of the New America; an imperishable proof of
their reconciliation, no less than an everlasting
record of their strife.

THE END.

YOL. II. BB
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