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ing it again, was found tohaveloft one dram, ¢ grains.
" Dec. 3, Mr. Arthur Bayly, one of the Fellows of the R,
Society, prefented them with a piece of this Lzuner in the
name of Mr. Waite. At the fame time, the fame Mr.
Bayly prefented Dr. Plot with another piece of it, which
being brought to Oxford the Experiment was again re-
peated onit(Dec. 16.) itbeing putinto a ftrong Char-
coalfire in the Natural Hiftory School, in a full meeting
of the Philofophical Society of that Univerfity ; where after
it had continued red hot for fome confiderable time, it
was takenforth again lictle altered when cold, faving
thatit feemed a little whiter -and cleaner than before it
was putin; as appears upon the Fournal of that Society.
Concerning which, Br. Plot, being defired to offer his

thoughts, drew up thefollowing Dzfcours, which was read
before the {aid Society, Fune the 234" #n. 163 5.

A Difcourfe concerning the Incombuftible Cloth g-
bove mentioned 5 Addre(s’tin aLetter to Mr. Ar-
thar Bayly Merchant, and Fellow of the R. Socie-
ty's .and to Mr-Nicholas Waite, Merchant of Lon-
don ; by Rob. Plot, LL- D.

Worthy Gentlemen.

" HE Hiftorical account of the sncombuftible Linnen
Cloth above mention'd, being fent me by the one of

You; and a noble prefent made me of parz of it by the
other ; with'adefire from both, that I would fearch theold
Authors and feehow agreeable their relations are to this,
give you Both a juft right to the following Difcourfe s
which I defire you would believe I addrefs to you, not fo
much outof Complement, astrue gratitude forfo valuable
K k3 a
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a gift. Itbeing efteemed by the Ancents, though then
more common, and perhaps better known, then 'tis yet
amongft us, equally pretious with the beft of Pearls 2

Nor is it now of mean valueeven in the Country where
made, a China Covet, (i, e. a piece 23 inches and ; long,)
being worth 8o Tale i. e. 36™. 13 4% But that which
much enhanfed its worth with me, was, that hereby you
put me in a capacity of giving full fatisfaction to this fa-
mous Unzverfity of the reality of the thing; whereof, I
cannot blame them, if fome did doubt; fince we find
very good Authors to have done the fame: who though
they owned fuch a mineralas Amzantus, cut of the woolly
part whereof this {fort of Linnen was always anciently faid
to be made, yet queftioned the poffibility of its having
been aGually done: Dalecampius holding it very incre-
dible, that it fhould be wover into cloth, by reafon of its
brevety ® ; and Schildius in his Commentary upon Suetonius
abfolutely denying it, Muléi falfo ffbi Linteum quoddam
doCisor ex ingenio (e comminifcuntur, being his very words®.
Xuwerius Boxhornius does notindeed deny but that there
might be {uch Linnen amongf the Indians, where the ma-
terials of it grow ; of which they might make them fune-
ral Jbrouds wherein to enwrap the bodys of their Princes
(as they fay the ancient manner was) and {o preferve
their AJbes diftin& from thofe of the Pyra in which they
were burnt : but he is peremptory that the Romans never
ufed any fuch¢; and fo is Ifaac Cafaubon°. 'The truth
whereof I fhall not difpute : but whether they did or no,
Iam f{ure they might, had they pleafed ; for Pliny fays
exprefsly (and I dare believe him in any thing he fpeaks
of hisownknowledg) that he himfelf had feen Napkins
thereof, which being taken fou/ from the board at a
great feaft, were caftinto the fire, by which means they
were better ftoured, and looked fairer and cleaner, then

2 C. Plinii a5 Nat. Hift. Lib. 19. ¢ 1. b Jac. Dalecampii notz in locum fupra cizat,
c. Ioh. Schildij porzin C. Suen. Trang. Lib.2. " d M. Xuerii Boxhornii Queft, Rom. Quuxf,

25." e If. Cafaub nota in Suct, Lib. 2. p. 188, f
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if they had been walh't in water!. Now ifthey had
fuch Napkins, they might no queftion have had jbeets of
it too, and put them to the ufe above mention’'d had
they thought it expedient, as, 'tis faid in the Lezzer
above, the Tartarian Princes, and othersadjoyning, doe
atthis very day.

That this Linnen was very well known to the Ancients,
befide that of Pliny, we have the further teftimony of
Celius Rhodiginus, who agrees with the Lezter, placing
both the materials and manufaéture of it in Indias ; and
Paulus Venetus more particularly in Tarzary, the Empe-
rour whereof, he fays, fenta piece of it to Pope Ale.-
ander b, 1tisalfe mention'd by Varro; and Turnchus in
his Commentary vpon him, de Lingua Lat'. And.by all
of them asa thing inconfumableby fire. Inthefe latter
ages: Geo. Agricolatellsus, that there was a. Mantle of
this Linunen at Vereburg in Saxony * ; and Simon Majolus
fays, hefaw another ot it at Lovain expofed to the firel.
Salmuth allo acquaintsus that one Podocattarus a Gyprian
Knight fhewed it publickly at Venice, throwing it into
the fire without {cruple or hust™; and Mr. Lafells faw
a piece of it in the curious Cabinet of Manfred Septalla,
Canon of Milan®. Mr. Ray wasthewed a purfe of it by
the Prince Palatin at Heidleberg, which he faw put into
a pan of burning Charceal till it was throughly ignite,
‘which when taken out and cool, he could not perceive
had receiv'd any harm °; and we are told in the Burgun-
dianPhilofophy,of a'long Repe of it,{fent from Stgnior Bocco-
ui to the French King & kept by Monfieur Marchand in the
Kings gardens at Parés, which though fteeped in oyle&put
in the fire,is not confumed ?. To which add,that we have
now {een apiece of this Linnen,pafs the fierry triall both at
€ Bhvli st B 1 P ¥ ColRbadign Letonum Ariq i 18, cap.31. . 2.
w: LingaLat, "k Geo. Agricolx de natura Foffilium Lab. s¢ 1 8Sim, Maioli dierum Canicul. part,

- 1. £oilaq 20 m Hen Salmuth in Pancirolli rer, déperdic. Tit. 4.7 Rich. Laflels Voyage into lualy
Farnl. o Ray’sObfervas. Topograph. &c. pap. 83. p Fhiilofoph. Burguad, Tom. 5. Tracts.
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London,&0xford.Sothat it feems to have been known in all
ages, alldefcribing it after the fame manner, as a thing
fo infuperable by fire, that it only ¢leanfes and makes it
better.

It being clear then beyond controverfy, that there
always was, and now is fuch zecombufizble Linnen ; itcan-
not but be worth while to confider it nicely, and in its
full extent, whichI fhall doe firft in giving fome ac-
count of the notation of the Names of the lanuginous mi-
neral of which 'tis made, and the places where fouand.
2. ofitsnatural principles. 3. of the manufaélure of it in-
to thread cloth, 8c. 4. of the variety of #fes ithas been
put to. and 5. of the reafon whyincombuftzble. And of
all thefe with as much brevity, as perfpicuity will admit
of. Tirft then as to the notation ot its Names whereof it
has many, taken from its gualities, colour, texture, and
places where found ; It is called firft (from its ftrange
qualities) fometimes Amiantus, quodin ignem injeétus non
peadveru, the fire being {o far from defileing it, that it ra-
ther givesit a luffre. 2. Ttiscall'd Asbeftos. and 3. Sala-
mandra, in Englilh Szlamanders wool; I fuppole from
the thryallides or Candle-Wieks {aid to be anciently made
of it, which being put into Lamps of fuch zncerfumable
oyl, asis mention'd in the Letter, would never waft, or
goeout; which Itaketo be thetrue reafon of the impo-
fition of thefe Names upon it, whether thereever were
any fuch Lamps or noe. For as for the ftone Asbeftos or
Apfyétos mention d by Solinus %, Ilfodore®, Salmafius ty and
RMlaiolus®, tound in Arcadiaof an Iron-colour, which they
all fay if once heated, cannever be extinguifb’t or cooled
again; itmuft be a quite different thing from ears, then
which nothing is extinguifb't, or cooled fooner. Nay fo
far is it from being the fame with our Asbeflos, that

g Julii Solini Polyhift. Cap. 12. r Ifodor Epife, Hifpal. Orig. Lib. 16. Cap. 4. [ Cl. Sil=
weafi Exercitat, Plin, in C. Jul. Solini Polyhiff. 7 Sim. Maioli Collog. Phyf. admirand. Col-

jog 18 & 22, .
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fri&ly fpeaking, Idare boldly fay, there was mever any
fuch thing in #ature : Notwithftanding what Metaphra/-
testells usof it, relating to St. George the Megalo-Mar-
?,.,, Patronof the Engli/b ; who being condemned to be

urnt by hiswicked perfecutors, that had feen many mi-
racles done in the name of Chriff, fearing the virtue of
that Name might extinguilh the common fire, Asbefto lapide
Sanftum obruerunt, cover'd him all over with Asbeftos
ftones which they thought could never be extinguifh'ty,
For I guefs with Bollandus it was nothing elfe but Calx
viva¥; orunflaked Lime, which kept dry will indeed re-
tain its fiery particles for a long feafon; orelfe fome
{uch ftone as the Afyftos of Pliny which once heated will
hold fo fora week * ; like the Ruggiola’s of Spain (which
are broad plates, like tiles, cut out of 2 Mountain of red
Salt near Cardona) that being heated on both fides will
keep warm for a whole natural day?; or our (ornifb
warming ftone which will hold heat for § or 10 hours;
All, or any of which, per Synecdochen partis, may in fome
fenfe be call'd Asbeflos well enough. Yet Ifodore and
Maiolus both tell us ofa Lamp that hung fomewhere in
a Temple of Venus, that had a wiek of fuch Asbeftos, that
no tempeft either of wind or water could poffibly extin-
guith* ; and we are told that the Lamp found in the tomb
of Pallas the Arcadianlain by Turnus in the Trojan War,
was of this kind, it remaining burning after it was taken
forth, notwithftanding either wind or water, with which
fome did endeavour to quench it *. Which Hifferies muft
either be falfe, or the Lamps muft have Wieks of fome
different kind of Asbeffos from ours ; which is eafily ex-
tinguifbt; and from a pungent quality Agricola {ays it has
on the tongue without affringency, is otherwife call'd
Alumen®, having the diftinguithing Epithet [ plumenm ]

 Sim. M=ta phraftes in Encomio Sti. Georgii apud Lipoman. Tom. 7. in Apr.23. w Bollan-
dusin a&a San&orum. Apr. 23.2. x C.Plinii 2¢i, Nat. Hift. Lib. 37. cap. 10. 7 Fr. willagh-~

by's Voyage through Spain. p. 471. 2 Ifidor. Epifc. Hifpal. Orig. Lib. 16. cap. 4. & Sim. Maio-
W eolloq. Phy(. admirand. colloq. 18. & Fortun, Liceti. de Lucern, Lib. cap. 11, » Geo. Agri-

¢ola de Natura Foffilium Lib. 5.
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added toit, taken from its downy filaments, to difcri-
minate it from all the reft of the Alums.

From the light gray colour of its lanuginous parts, it is
calld by fome Polia ; by others Corfoides ; and from its
likenefs to the hoary fibres of fome fort of Matweed; Spar-
topoliz . From the capacity it has of being fpun into
thred, it is alfo calld Linam, with fome diftinguithing
Epithet taken either from its quality, {uch as asbefiinum,
or vivum®; orfromthe place where found, in general
or particular: it being calld in general Linum foffile 5
in Englifb, Earth-flax and inparticular Linum Indicum by
Galius Rhodiginus© ; Linum Creticum by Straboet; Linum
Cyprium by Pancirollus & ; allo Carpafum by Plutarch and
Khodiginus, from Carpafia a City in Cyprus, near which
it is found b5 and Linum Caryfiium, by Paufanias from a
Town of that name in Negropeont where it was alfo
dugg®. Butbefide thefe places that have given Epithets
to the thred made of it, it isalfo found inTartary, as M.
Paulus Venetus1 and Mr. Wazite agree; and as Agricola
informs us, at Namur in theLon-Countries; at Fisfld in
Thuringia ; amongft the mines in the old Noricum;
fomewhere in £gypt,and in the mountains of Arcadia™;
Alfo at Puteoli as Febn Heffus acquaints®; and lately in
feme mines in Jtaly by Segnior Marca Antonio Caftagna °.
To which we may add our own Country, it having been
yetlatelyer met with in a fmall //and belonging to Wil
liam Robinfon E{q ; called Ynis Molronzadi. e. the ifland
of Sea-calves, in the parifh of LLan-Fair yng Hornwy in
Anglefey in Wales.

Secondly asto the natural principles of it, though it be
commouly by the. Léthographers reckon'd among flones,
Iracherfhould judg 1t a terra lapide/a or middle {ubftance

¢ Thidemn. d4C.Plinii-2". Nat, Hift. Lib. 7g. cap..1. e Cal. Rhodigini Le&. antiq. Lib. 18,
£ap. 31, fSerabonis  rer..Geograph. Lib 1o, ¢.Guid. Pancirolli rerdeperdir. Tit. 4. b Cxl,
Rhodigiai Le&tion Antiq Lib. 14. cap. 1. & Vid. Geo. Agricolz.de Nat. Foflil. Lib. 5. /Mae
Pauli Venet. de Reg on b. Oriental. Lih. 1 cap.47.  m Geo, Agrico}l Ibid. z Pet. Andr, Matthio~
3 Bpift. Lib. 3+ o philofoph. Tranz@ Numb. 1€6.72. ~ ~ b
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between a ftone and an earth ; but whether the one or
the other,made of a mixture (I guefs) of {fome Salt or o-
ther, and a pure earth without Sulphur, coagulated in the
winter,and harden’d to perfetion by the heats in Sum-
mer. Which Salt Johannes Heflus proves by a very co-
gentargumentto be Alumen liguidum, defcribing it, as
Matthiolis allo doesp, to bea whitifb latteous [ulftance
fomewhat inclining to yellow, that {weats outof the earth,
and {mells like Rotten cheefe: whereot having gather'd a
quantity at Puzeoli, together with the other Species’s of
Alum, and kept it a while by him, when he came to
look on itagain, he found it to haveloft the {mell, and
agreatpartofit changed into Alumen Plumeum?: the
Saline part (I fuppofe) thooting into threds, and the pure
earth uniting them, asfound in the places wherever gene-
rated: whether fweating from the earth as Pliny and Maz-
thiolus would have it,; or percelated through rocks, as
we find it in Wales, the veins of it there running through
arock offtone in hardnefs and colour not unlike fint?,
And yet it {feems to be made of much fuch an #/um as that
of Fohn Heffus at Puteoli was, {fome of it being firamw-
colour'd, asifit ftill retain’d the yellownefs that his liquid
bitumen was faid to have : which isa colour not given it
by any Author, moftof it being faid tobe white or ciner-
eous 5 fome of it red; and fome ofan Iron colour as Agri-
colatellsus®; and IThave fome of the (yprian by me fent
from Aleppo by my worthy friend Dr, Rob. Huntington
now Proveft of Trin. Coll. Dublin whereof fome is ofa
light bley or pearl-colour ; and fome of it ha's a caft of
Sea-green. But however the whole mineral fubftances
found at feveral places may differ in colour ; yet I doe
not find but the woolly part of them all feems to be much
the fame, v73. of a white Silver colour, the threds very fine

p And. Matthioli Comment. in Lib. . Difcor. cap, 82. ¢ Andr, Matthioli Epiftol.Lib. 3. »C.
linii 24, Nat. Hift, Lib. 35. cap, 15. & Andr, Matthioli Comment. in Lib. §. Dicfcor. cap. 8s.
J Philofoph. Tranfa&. Numb. 165, 3 Geo. Agricolz de Nat. Foffil- L, 5.
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and flender, yet very porderous, the fmalleft particles of
them throughly wet, finkingin water ; asIalfo found a
very {lender thrumm of the Incombuftible Linnen given
me by Mr. Baily; which Mr. Waite brought from India,
would alfo doe : which renders it very probable that it
is not a vegetable, buta mineral [ubfance, notwithftand-
ing the informations of (onco and Keay-arear Sukradana
mention'd in Mr., Waite's Letter. I{ay, renders it pro-
bable, therebeing feveral woods, fuch as Bex, red-wood,
Perflan wood, * &c. that will fink in water.

Concerning the manufaéture of it into thred, cloth, &c.
our Letter is filent, but Marcus Paulus Venetus very lucki-
ly fupplyes this defe&, acquainting us in his book de
Regionibus Orientalibus, how, it is madein Tartary it
felf: where he faysit is found in a certain mountain in
the province of Chinchinthalss, and made into cloth, as
he was inform'd by one Curficar a Turk who was Superin-
tendent of the Mines in that Country, after this manner.
The Lanuginous mineralor Amianthus being firft dryed in
the Sun, is next pounded in a brafs mortar, and the
earthy partf{eparated from the woolly, whichis afterward
wa/bt from all filth whatever that may yet ftick to it,
and fo, being thus purged, isthen fpuninto thred like o-
ther waal, and after wove into cloth: which if foul or
Jpotted, they cleanfe, he fays, by throwing it into the fire
ior an bozrs time, whence it will come forth unhurt, as
white as Show ¥. Which very Method (as Strabo pre~
fcribes it) feems alfo to have been ufed in ordering the
Cretan Amiantus, only with this addition, that after it
was pounded, and the earthy part fhook from the wooly,
he fays ‘twas comb’'d, and {o does Agricela, which argues
there was{fome of a greater length than any Ihave yet
feen*: whatthe (retan might be I cannot tell, but the
Oyprian 1 am fure is fhort enough, fo isthe e/, and fo

# Philofoph. Tranfa&. Numb. 169, w Mar, Pauli Vereti .de Regionibus ‘Orientalibus
Lib i cap. 47. x S:rabonister.Geograph. Lib. 108 S¢o. Agricola de Nat. Foffil. Lib. 5.
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was all that wasknown in Pliny's time, who confefles it
was very difficult to weave by reafon of its fhortnefs, dif-
frcile textu propter brevitatemy : infomuch that 1 guefs
they ufed fome 4r¢ toeffett it, notdifcover'd by Authors,
{pininng it perhaps firk together with 7ow, and fo weav-
ing it into ¢loth, by which means 'tis likely it might hang
together after twas woven, the tow being burnt away u-
pon the firft expofing it to the fiery triall ; or elfe if they
Jbun it alone, perhaps they might moiften it with Gum-
water, or fome other fuch glutinous liguor, to make it
hang the better together,during the /pinning and working
it into c/oth, which though burnt away upon the firft ex-
periment, yet the Amiantus once woven, in all probabili-
;’y ] might then hang together well enough of it
elf.

Thus having fhewn the Methodhow anciently, and how
poflibly this mineral may be fpun into ¢hred, and confe-
quently work't into ¢cJothin our Age: let us next confider
to what ufes it ever was, or may be put. As to the for-
mer whereof Pliny informs us, that Shrouds of this Linner
were anciently ufed, at the Royal 0bfequies of K X, to
wrap up their Corps in, fo as that the g/bes of their bodies
might be preferved diftin& from #hofe of the wood which
made the funeral Ptle ; and the Letter acquaints us that
the Princes of Tartary, as 7 eay-arear Sukradana was cre-
dibly informed, do¢ ufe fuch avthisday for burning their
dead: which I havée had fo.well confirmed from other
hands fince my receipt of that Lester, that'Thave little
reafon to doubt of the thing ; there being no incapacity
on the part of the c/oth : of which though, asthe Lester
fays, fome isnot {o good as the reft'(as 'tis in moft other
commoditys) yet 1 doe not find thereis any o bad, but will
fofar refift the fire, astoperform thisefice: for though
it muft be acknowledged it does démenifb every time it un-

7 C.Plipii2di, N, H: Lib, 15 cap.
Llsz dev-
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dergoes the violence of the fire; yet this hinders not but,
it may, and will, doe thar Service divers.times, before it
be renderd altogetherufelefs. Celius Calcagnanus fays.
that fome of the Ancients made them eloths of it*; with
whom agrees Turnebus in his Commentary upon Varro®;
and Celins Rhodiginus tells us i,nd,eﬁnitly»thar the Indians
did make them Garments of it® ; but, Hieracles reftrains
it to the Brachmans only <. 'The Wieks for the Perpetual
Lamps of the Ancients were alfo made of #his, asthe fame
Rbodiginus further acquaints us ; the ek of the-golden
Lamp of Callimachus that hungin Aeropeli being made
(as he fays)e¢ Lino Carpafro, of whichthe fire had no
powerd. ‘The Emperor Conflantin alfo, as Damafus in-
forms us, appointed a J77ekto be made of this tncombuf-
tible flax, which fhould perpetually burn in his Baptiftery
at Rome©. And Lzdov. Vives bears us Witnefs, that he
faw many of thefe in Lamps, at Parés, that would_ never.
confumeb. ‘That Napkins, Mantles, a Purfe and Rope
have been made of it, hasbeen fhewn already; and we
are told that Septalla, Canon of Millan had thred, roaps,
net-works, and Paperof it'. Marco Antonio Caftagna,
who lately found this mineral {fomewhere in Jtaly, knows
how to prepare, and render it {o tractableand foft,
that it refembles well enough a very fine Lambs-Skin,
which he can thicken and make thin to what degree he
pleafeth, and maketh. it thereby, like either to avery
white Skin, or avery white Paper*, Wehave alfo made
paper ofour Wellb Amiantus but lately here at Oxford,
which will bear both fire and Ink well enough, the /=%
only turning red by.thebz’olén—:s.of the firel.

Laftly, to fhew the reafon whence it is, that this {fub-

7 Czlif Caleagnini Epiftol. Quzft. Lib, 3. Epift. 1. # Andr. Turnebi Comment. in Varr.
deLingua Lat. - b Calii. Rhodigini Lettion, Antiq. Lib. 18. cap. 3r.c ¢ Vid. Gea. .Agricolx de
Nat. Fofl. Lib.§. 4 Celii Rhodigini Leétion, Antiq. Lib. i4. cap. 18. ¢ Damaf. in Sylveftr.
pap. b Ludov. Vives in Scholio ad D.. Auguft. de Civirat, Dei. Lib: 21, cap. 6. s Mufrum
Regalés 522“"“‘ Part, 5. chap. 5. k Philofoph. Tronfadt, Mumb. 72, ! Phifofoph. Tranfa&.
Numb. 166.
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ftance fhould befo ftrangely privilegd by narare, asto
bewholy put out of the power of fire: we muft confider
firft (that we doe it with cleatnels) the Qualities and

omwer-of fire jtfelf; 2. the condition of the Fhings molt
‘{yabl'e to fires and thens. what thuigs they are that re-
it moft, amd remarn after it has exercifed itsultimat
force. ‘Thegualities then and power of fire according
to .1{’7’2:/?0&18 are, ﬂg.ipfvc{y e pm' iu@u?xd,'Wfi(pMVﬂﬁé‘&M@u}\m m, to
Jeparat things of adifferent,and unite thofe of alike nature.
2 The Subjeits moft apt totake fire and be diflotved
by it, wefind to be fuch beterogeneons bodies, in whofe
pores the moft Sulphureous bituminons, and squeous par-
sicles are lodg d ;' which bemg feized by fire, are quickly
put into motion, dilated, {eparated, and being thus
made capable of flying away, are atldft confumed ; and
diffolve the frame of thofe bodies whofe parts before were
united by them. When thefe are fled and gone, the fire
naturally goes out, ashaving nothing now left to work
upon, npthingremaining, but the Salts and Earth in the
form of Afbes: which 3. in all forts of compounds are
the things that refift this Element moft, and will remain
after the moft exalted operationitcan beforced to. Nor
doe the Sa/ts only of mixt bodies thus bafle the force of
fire, but the fimple ones much more, as being more homo-
geneous, aswe {eein the decrepitation of common Salt, and
exficcation of Vitriol, which when the aqueous partsare
once evaporated, are now a pure (imple homogeneous body,
no more fenfible of the fire, the decrepitation ceafing, and
nothing remaining that can be ditated, any further to
break the corns oi Salt. Wow whatever the fire cannot
dilate, it cannot [eparate, nor confequeutly dzzjfrby, or
carry any thing from it, but what is bheterogeneous and
accidentally adhering to the outfide of it: which is per-
fectly the cafe ofour incombufitble Linnen, whole threds

@ Aviitowel. de Cxlo Lib, 4. cap. 8,
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being altogether homogeneous, and nothing elfebut the
pure firie of liquid Alum, aswasthewn above, holding no-
thing of Sulpbur, bitumen,or water, orany thing thatis
different or heterogeneous to it felf, thatcan be dilated or
feparated, stisin no poflibility indeed of being lysble to
the fire: which mayindeed pafs through it, as we fee it
does when 'tis made red hot , but can carry nothing from
it; but{uchaccidental filth as hasbeen put upon it, or
accrewed by ufeing. 4 ‘

And thus Gentlemen 1 have run through the feveral
branches laid down above, according to the capacity of
the /ubjeft, and my felf; wherein if I have done well,
you have your defire ; it ill, you fee I have-not {crupled to
hazard my reputation, to ferve my Friends; fo that 1hope
you will believe without a (omplement, that I really am,

Your moft humile
Servant, R. P,

Shore



