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PREFACE

The present volume is made up of selections
from my little essays first published in T'he Ching
Wen English Magaezine. The first thirty-two rela‘e
to the study of English. The next six are from
““The First Person Singular®’. The last twelve
originally appeared under the title ‘“What Uncle
Tom Says’’. No essay has been szelected from the
34th and later issues.

An explanation of the title of the book is per-
haps not out of place here, ““A word to the wise”’
is the usual translation of the Latin phrase verbum
saptenti. 1 have adopted it because I think all the
essays herein reprinfed have some suggestivé value.

Also a word about the Chinese title, 28, It is
a pun: it is significant, as readers ¢an no doubt see,
sut it also alludes to my literary name, #i43.

Hzrrz C. K. Kt
Aprit, 1939 ‘
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A WORD TO THE WISE

BOOKS ON ENGLISH ARD BOOKS IN
ENGLISH

“On” and “‘in’’—well, there is often a wide
difference between these two little words. A book
on English is ‘one that deals with' the English
language; a book ¢n English g one that is written
in the English langnage. The former may be writ-
ten in Chinese, French, German, or any other
language; the lalter may deal with any subjeet
under the sun.’

Books on English are intended for students of
the language®; and it is very grafifying to note
that far more such books are now available than
iwenty or more years ago. I myself have written
several, and am glad to say that I oftem receive
letters felling of* their usefulness to students of
English.

But I mnst give a word of warning here.
Langnage is not an exact science, nor a mere matter
of prineiples, rules, exceptions, definitions, formulas,
and diagrams®. Books on English are helpful, but
no-one can master® English by reading such books
only. Perhaps the very fact of’ there being so many
such books today accounts for® the frequency with
which we meet with people who can talk and write
about Fpglish without being able to taltk and write
it®. This is due fo' their ignorance of the fact that
withont wide and eareful reading the mastery of
English is impossible.



T would advise all students of English to
devote more time to reading books in English and
less time to reading books on Kaglish, What book
in English are you reading? Is it a book of stories
or essays or travel sketches'? Or is it a biography
or a diary or merely a text-book of history or
geography? Well, if you happen o' spend your
days and nights on books on English, if 1s time you
scfed on my warning®,

[#:] 1. deals with, BadE. 2. under the sun, EXT. 3. the language
==the Fnglish language. 4. telling of, K. 5 dwsgrams, WEE 6.
master, ¥WM. 7. the very fact of, gl... E#¥. 8 acconnts for,
B WEA. 9 can falk ... write if, SEARIRANEINRA N CAEE, WA
AKX, 10, due to, E B 1l. fravel sketehes, PIE. 12
happen t0 ..., 4% .. .. 13. 16 is time Fou acted on my warping,

ERINET RS T (58 9t is time. .. " W) verb W past
temge).

LEARNING ENGLISH CONVERSATION BY
IMITATION

T know' some returned students® from England
and America who do not speak HEnglish correctly;
they make mistakes in grammar, idiom, and pro-
nunciation, But the other day® I met a Chinesc
lady who spoke perfeci English'. She does not
seem to be se well np in English as I am’, but she
speaks it more like an English person than I do®
Upon inguiry’ T was given fo know® that she had
never even gone to college but had been tanght by
English tegchers only! She speaks HKnglish not
quite like a foreign langunge. She speaks’it in the
way she docs®, not because she thinks it is the right
way but because she knows no other'’. She is free
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from', and probably ignorant of*?, the thousand and
one™ mistakes peculiar to™ Chinese studemnts of
English.

This lady learnt to speak English by imitating
~—uneonsciously’. Tt is no doubt’ the best way.
But all Chinese students do not'” have the chance
of learning in this way. ~Well, there ig the second
best way; I mean learning by imitating consciously.
If there are returned students from England and
America who do not speak English correctly, it is
becanse they did not do any conscions imitating
when abroad'. They have carried their mistakes
over" and then carried them back, though they
ought to have left them there.

I am perhaps in danger of being understood
to mean® that all who go to England or Amer.ca
onght to do so for the sole purpose’ jof learning
Engligh conversation. No; I simply* mean that by
careful imitation one can very well® learn it—and
that™ not ounly in countries where English iz the
mother tongue® but also in some places in China.
Nor do X mean that one’s object in learning English
is simply to speak it. But it needs to be generally
‘vealized®® among Chinese students of English that
good speaking leads to good writing and that
language is essentially” something spoken.

[#] 1 koow, B8, 2. returned students, EMeR e, 3. the other
dasy, RAMMESEX. 4. a Chinese lady who spoke perfaet English,
— (iR F. 5. 8o well up in English as T am (well up
in English), %XBEUPMA. 6. do==speak it. 7. Uponsinquiry, ¥
M TR®TeN. 5. wad given to know, #; Ml 0. does=cspeaka

jt. 10. ather—other way. 1I. free from, JE& ... 88 12. ignorant
of, Fisd ... 89 18, thousand and one, #EMEY. 14, peculiar to,



v oo BEEH N 15, uncomsciously, RinFRtd 16, ro doubt, Ky, &
g 17 8ll.,.pot ..., HiF—... 5 .... 18. when abroad—
when they were abroad. 10, carried their mistakes over, JEM{ERGEA
®ad. 20, in danger of being voderstoed to mean, FHADSH . - -
oA Al. 21, scle purpese, M—aUHAY. 22 simply, BERE.
53. well, 5E. 24. that—one can very well learn it. 25. mother
t-ong;g, AMER., 26, realized, BIER; B . 27, essentially, #iAK k3
Yk

SOMETHING MORE IMPORTANT THAN
ENLARGING ONE'S VOCABULARY!

“How to enlargc my voeabulary”’—this is one
of the commonest questions that T have been asked.
True®, the average® Chinese student of English has
a very limited' voeabulary, and I have heard some
Fnglish teachers cqmplain that some of their Chi-
nese pupils do not even know go many words as
their children do®, But I think the average Chinese
student of English has something more important
to do about his limited voecabulary than to enlarge
it%. He has vet to know many more words before
he can master English”. Nor can he master Eng-
lish till he has acguired a better understanding of
most of the words that ere® in his vocabulary.

For he may think he knows a word when he
does not really know it. By knowing a word 1
mean® knowing its truc sense or scnses instead of'
morely knowing one or more of what we call its
Clinese equivalents’, Take' the word ‘‘student’.
Very often it is misused and misunderstood by us
Chinege. Tt is misused and misunderstood by those
who eall schoolboys students and take offence at®
being ealled students of English simply because they
are no longer™ at school. As a matter of fact™, a
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cchnolboy 1s not a sinden{, but one who studies
Tinglish is a student of inglish though he may be
an old man and may lave alrcady written many
books.

We arc apt to negleet’® common words. Apart
from'® the possibility of misuse and misunderstand-
ing we are apt to neglect their various senscs, or
rather idiomatic uses'®. Take the word ‘‘read’’,
which yon of course’ think yom know very well.
But do vou know all the menses (or uses) as il-
lustrated®® below?

Can you read dreams?? She cannot read the clock **

He is ¥eadmg her thoughts.?® The sentence reads
smoothiy.?

Don’t read too much into the text.?® The thermameter
reads 68.°2%

If not, you ean hardly be said to know the word
“read”.

[3£) 1. Ealarging One’s Vocabulary, Jinf 1 BFCa&0F; 1@ins Doy
. 2. True, B#hk; % (T “Dut” ). 3. average, —fld'.
4. limited, #iRay, ¥Adl. 5. do=know. €. has sofeiling . cn-
largs it, BRMARAMESR, FHREEHNEHEZME,. 7. has yoo .
master Enghsh, Bi3F%5 &5, RERERX. 8. ere, B4E; Bz, (if
FEMELME, BEM.) 9. By knowing a word I mean, FkayA7 M0 %M
o, WER ., . 10. instead of, M4~k 11. what we call 1ts Chinese
equivalenta, A EERAEah AT 12, Take, ..M 13
taho offence at, [ . FAEE. 14 no longer, AE. 15 Asamatter
of fact, W L. 16 apt to hegleet, Bhwedl. 17, Apart frem,
. . Bt 18, 1diomstic uses, FIEME; BME. 18, of course, =y
#. 20. 1lustrated, Pl§%. £1. read dreams, JZ¥. 22. read the
clock, BIEM ERTHEH M. 22 reading her thoughts, Fal#hed B 4H.
24, reads smoothly, M EXiaM; HEICRHMAY. 25. read too much
jnto the text, PVEAXEH L LEORKANESE. 26, rcads 6587, Estiile
T+ AE.
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IS IT ENGLISH?

Some time ago T overheard' a {eacher condemn
. . . asked him what was the matter’’ and correct
it to® ““. . . asked him what the matter was’’. Tle
was apparenily well versed in English grammar’
and parlicularly in the construction known as in-
direcl speech®. But for onee® he was wrong.
Whatever he might say’, ‘‘. .. asked him what
was the matter”’ is English, and *‘. . . asked him
what the matfer was’’ is not English.

Thanks to their grammatical sense®, many
Chinese students of English are apt to® make mis-
takes that they might not make if they had read
widely and carefully in general liferature but had
not learnt much grammar®., Armed with a know-
ledge of parsing and analysis', they offen invent
unEnglish expressions that might well be justified
by some rule or other®.

Grammar is indeed a very important subject,
and I myself take a keen interest in it. Dut it is
not everything'®, as many students might think,
It is quite possible for a non-English-speaking
students of the language'* to attach too much import-
ance to the study of grammar to care about” idiom,
idioms, and the idiomatie’—in other words', to
care about the question ‘‘Is it English?”’

To return to'® ¢. .. asked him what was the
matter’’ and ¢, . . asked him what the mafter was’’.
Why is the former'™ Hnglish and the latter™ not?
Because Englishmen would say the former but not
the latter. Inglish is the langnage of the Hng-

[ X1
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lish”, and shou™ be used only in ways in which
the Inglish use 15. We are free to* use forms of
expression that it is natural for nermal Englishmen
to use®, but need not stop to consider® why they
should prefer {he particular form to others®™ that
would be good enough for the idea in question® so
far as grammar is concerned®’.

[&] 1. overheard, {42488, ¢ condemn, B ... KM. 3, correctt
to, e, ... 4. was apparently well versed 1o English grammar,
EAEEAIXk, 5. known as indirect speech, BARM “indirect
speech’ §f. 6. for emce, Fh—k. 7. Whatever he might say, Ril
%5 Y A*EEsR. 8. Thanks fo their grammatical senae, P EHHNE
M. 9 areaptte..., &% .... 10. had Tead ... much grammar,
SR - RACEm oA WS 8. 11, Armed with a knowledge of
parsing antl analysis, WEBLHETAAGERRI . 12, unEnglhsh
eXpressions . .. rule or other, o 2LIrMRTIEIE Rl IR TN 1ot
13. is not everything, Wh3kiE—a9 S EAE. 14. ron-Eunghah-speaking
atudents of the language, WFEMTHEAARMARLREIEL. 15, attach
too. .. care about, FARBHEARXEGREFFRER . .. 16, idiom,
idiome, and the idiomatie, BA), Wi, AP, 17. 1n other
words, {Ffg3EEt. 18, To return to, HERK. 19. the former, H¥E.
20. the latter, 1R %. 21. the English, 3LMA. 52, are free.. , {&®
... 28, forms of ... to use, —APMERIANARMANANE. 2. stop
to consider, EILTERE; M. 25. prefer the particular form to
others, WA WM AEE. 26. in guestion, FFR AN 27. so far as
grammar is eoncerned, JLACHIR R,

OBSERVATION VERSUS! ASKING QUESTIONS

Is there any difference in pronunciation® be-
tween ‘‘court’” and ‘‘caught’’, ‘‘flour’” and
“fower’’, ‘‘formally”” and “‘formerly’’, ‘‘gentle-
man’’ and ‘‘gentlemen’’, ‘“higher’’ and ‘‘hire”,
tprofit” and “‘prophet?”’, ‘‘saw’’ and ‘“sore’’t I
think an average® Englishman would answer ‘‘Yes”’,
and perhaps would think this question simply* un-
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necessary, But listen to his talX;, and you will®
find that the differcnce is imaginary rather than
real’,

This is because he is not conscious of’ the way
in which he actually speaks though he has a vague
idea of® the pronunciation of these words. And the
same reason accounts for® the fact that there are
points of pronunciation and idiom' that he denies
the existence of because he thinks they are non-
existent. For instance, though he has the
phenomenon known in phoneties as r-linking', he
would not admit that he has it; he would even say
that this ““’neve re’ke:z’’’* (mever occurs) in any
Englishman’s speech. ‘“‘Have got’’ may be given
as an example about idiom. Sentences like ‘I bave
got no time’’ and “‘I have got to'' do it”” are com-
mon enough, but an average Englishman would con-
demm the use of “got”’, saying perhaps that it
simply makes no sense®, Well, he is right, and I
admire his objection to superfluous®® words. But
he says “‘have got’’ himself. ’

All this shows that observation is more im-
portant than asking questions when it comes to*f
learning English conversation. And there arve
many everyday expressions'® that one cannot learn
to use without careful observation. For instance,
“Fancy !’ is common enongh, but everyone that
knows this word cannot use this expression happily
in conversafion®,

[3] 1. Versus, B; #... %k (ERTX). 2. difference in pro-

nunciation, NI L2, 3. average, —A¥AY. 4. simply, TR ?.
But listen to his talk, and yeu will=But if you listen to his
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tglk, you will. 6. imaginary rather than real, EHPMTNAERE
ff}: 7. ia not conscicus of, T, 6. hos a vague idea of, Tidhm
M. 9, accounts for, At. ... 10, idlom, {HiiE, 11, that he. ..
are non-existent, B BMULHEMEFENMFACRITEMMEL. 12
the phenomenon known in phonetics as r-linking, AFSERHAFH -
linking MELE. 13, “/nevo ro'ksiz’ iR “never” MIKESE
pdt o “occurs™ BUREEEIE o’ (FiE[e]y ¥R 14. have got to
v ..., 15. makes no sense, {EHBE. 16, asuperfinous, FHEN).
17. when 1t comed to, $. .Wuaf. 18, expressions, o, 19. Faney',
shAal; HahEE!  20. cveryone that ... inm conversation, [B#gWEN
AoiE A S hiES B AREE.

MERE KNOWLEDGE NOT ENOUGH

There are some men of my acquaintance’ who
persist in* mispronouncing ecertain words®. Not
that they do not know how to pronounce those words
correetly, but that* they do not pronounce them
correctly, They are often aware of their mistakes

ag soon as they make them® They need no more
pulling up®. They are simply loo lazy to make an

ooffort at correet pronunciation’.

The fact is that when one has formed the habit
of making certain mistakes, one capnot get them
eorrected® without making an effort to correet them.
It makes liitle differcnee® for one merely to know'
that a certain word that he accents on the second
syllable’® should be accented on the third syllable,
Unless one makes an effort to accent that word on
the third syllable, one is likely to accent .it on the
second syllable as usual*’; for the mistake is so
natural and so comfortable to one. Just think of
the pains that we should lLiave to take®* if we were
required to pronounce ‘‘a’’ as if'* it were ‘‘b"’, or
“e? ag if it were “d’".
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Correct English is not merely a matter of*
knowledge but chiefly a matter of habit. And when
sayingthis, I do not mean pronunciation partienlarly.
In spelling, in punctuation®®, in diction", in sentence
construction, and in other details of composition
and conversation, hahit is of great importance. To
know that ““go’’ is present and ‘““went’’ 1s past is
one thing, but to use ‘“‘go’’ and ‘“*went’’ correctly
is another, We must make every effort {o use cor-
rect English so that we simply cannot' use incorrect
English.

[iE] 1. of my acquantance, RYIL#AY. 2. persist in, PN 3.
misprenouncing certain words, PANENITEE. 4. Not that..., buf
that, B AZH4S .. , WEHLK. ... 5. areoften... make them, fib—
WT#kns. 6. pullmg np, §lik. 7. aresmply . .eorreet promuneia-
tion, RREIMISTRS I RIEAESINE. 8. get them corrected, ik
. 9. makes hittle difference, $EHEFIR. 10, meoreiy to know, B
@ (mjjm;;ﬁﬁﬁ-}. 11. that he accents on the second syllable, iR
WAL, 12, as usual, WX, 13, Just think. ..to take, A
MBSO IR 14, as If, ¥R 15. 2 matfer of, —f&...MW*
§. 16. punctustion, #%. 17. dwction, A%, 18. so that we simply
connot. .., BHAWMELRE. ...

“IS HE A NICE MAN?

Below is an interesting passage' from a book
published about seventy years ago:

“Ig Mr Grani? a nice man?’’ asked Bessie®. ‘‘Nice?
You mean particular about things.®”’ ‘““No, I don't; I
mean, do you like him?’’ ““You should speak with preci-
gion5’’ he said, laughing.

This passage illustrates®, and also condemns’,
the modern vague use of ‘‘nice’’, which is mow a
term of mild agreeablencss® and is applied to a book,
a letter, a day, a dress’, a cigar, a smile, a man, in
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short!® to everything. This use is generally com-
demned as stupid vulgarism'' due to'’ sheer poverty

of thought® or fear of sayine amything definite.
And those who condemn thig use say that the word
should be confined to' its more proper senses,
which fill most of the space given to it in any die-
tionary,

The faet, however, ig that ‘‘nice’’ is now far
more offen used in the condemned sense than in the
more proper senses. In talk it is nearly always
nsed in the condemned sense, and perhaps the man,
and especially the woman, in the street” may
not even know of any of the more proper sense.
'And even those who would prefer precision to'® any
other quality in ecomposition and conversation may
often use the word in the very sense they condemn™,

For ““nice book’’, *‘nice letter”, ‘‘nice man’’,
ete. are now natural Enghsh And what is matural
comes natural to one® right or wrong theoretically
or etymologically'®.

T agree with H. W. Fowler®® that everyone who
uges ‘‘nice’’ in its more proper senses and avoids
the modern one that tends to onst them all*' ‘‘does
a real if small service {o the language’®., But I
wish he had added® that in actual usage this modern
sense may now be considered established™., And T
think that anyone who should call a man nice when
he means the man is particular abont things wounld
more often than not” be misunderstood—in spite
of the accuracy of his English™,

:3t] 1. passage, —F¥AE. 2. Grant, ¥ 3. Bessie, &7 4. 4.par
ficular abeut things, BR—YIKHRW Ry 5 precmon, F#. 6.
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illugtrates, &2 7. condsmna, ... KREE. 8. term of mid
agrovableness, FREXAFAIF. 9. dress, g, 10. 1 short, #HE
#ith. 11. vulgarism, ¥if%. 12. due o, @E. 13. sheer porefty of
thought, HAMZLBEE. 4 14. confived to, [RF. 15, the man, acd
especially the woman, in the streef, —fEA, ZDE—MkT. 16, pre-
fer precision to ..., EESEWRE.... 17. the very scusy they eon-
demn, BARIMAIERIEEAIEEE. 18, comes natoral lo one, B
i@ AR, 10. right or wrong theoreiically ot etymologically, Fik
Ao AR ERNAEURENT. 20, H. W. Fowler, MUK, A&
—AF AL, FE—h =240, 21, tends to oust them all, 45— uaiMd
™. 22. does a real if small service to the language, W EREAL (JEK
) HHAMRESSS. 23, T wash be had added, FERIFLFEHLHR i
BN RRER). 24, maynow be considered established, ¥LA&WEL
PRI T, 25 more often than not, §74F. 26. in spato of the se-
curacy of g English, REEMAYOCI0AI Tz ; BERH BTRM NICEEAEM.

WHAT KIND OF ENGLISH?

There are English English, American English,
Scotch! English, Irish? English, and other kinds of
English. Examples: ‘“‘half past three’” is English
English, “half after three’’’ is American Hnglish,
“hairn’” is Scotch English, ‘T am after having my
dinner’*® is Irish English, “nor gold nor silver’”
is archaic® English, ‘“Thank you for same®’’ is busi-
ness English", and “I don’t know nobody here’
is vulgar English,

Adyanced" students of Fnglish ought to pay
attention to such details, and I think they will find
it very interesting fo go into the subject’. Bat
every student of English is not an advanced one'™.
T eall it foolish of one to'’. attempt the subject be-
fore one has aequired the ability to speak, read, and
write English as it is used by the average'® educaled
Englishman or Amecrican of today. One has vet
much to learn'” before onc can be properly called an
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advanced student of English so long as'® one eannot
read the news™, or eannot express oneself*® intelligib-
ly to Englishmen or Americans in speaking and
writing.

By ‘‘English as it is used by the average educa-
ted Englishman or American’’ T mean*' everyday
idiomatic English, It is practical, if that means
actually wsed, but not if that means specially
adapted to Chinese psychology®™. I have to mention
this because it seems that many Chinese students
have the mistaken idea® that what is written about
things Chinese®* 1s practical but what is written
about things foreign® is not practical. The Tact is,
however, that, one cannot master®® Inglish-that
is%", what T call practical English—by reading about
things Chinese only. I would advise those who are
in the habit of*® confining themselves t0? Chinese
news when reading newspapers in English, to give
up® the habit.

L] 1. Scoteh, FERkW (Scotland) 44, 2. Irish, BWM (Treland) 4.
3. half past three, =3PM. 4. bhaif after three, ZHRM, 5. bairn,
rjsﬁ. 6. I am after having my dinner, REAEHE. 7. nor gold
nor silver, {844, BIEHW. 5 archaie, WA 9. same=tha same,
iZfd. 10. business English, P, 11. I don’t know nobody
here=T don’t know snybody here=I know nobody here. 12, Ad-
vanced, B, 13. go into the anbjeet, AMEWIH. 14. every
student of ¥nplish is not an advanesd one, MR AREEEIRERL KL
BETIEE. 15, call it foolish of one to ..., M5 ... 8 Fah3, 16,
average, —H%ff. 17. baa yet much to learn, ERPREIEL. 18, a0
long as, 7 ... §8935E. 19, the news, B X¥IFM. 20. eipress ome-
self, ZRATMEE. 21 By...I mean..., REYFR ..., WER....
£8, apacially adapted to Chinese psychology, ¥E¥1E R A AL AL.
23, mistaken iden, SM0aHRSS:. O¢. things Chinese, HhHldydtth. 25,
things foreign, JMYH4H. 26. mpster, M. 27. that is, A
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28. in the habit of, & ... aiFE&s). £9. confining themselves to, A .
B, 30. give up, HEE.

WORDS, COMMON AND UNCOMMON

Once a teacher of English asked me to correct
some of his pupils’ papers’. Commenting on’ my
work he said he was sorry he had not thought of
telling me to use one or two uncommon words in
each paper, “My pupils wouldn’t like your way
of correcting’’ he said. *‘1 always see that® in
each paper I use one or two words that the puyil
will have to look up* in his dictionary for the mean-
ing. This is the only way to show that I have a
good knowledge of English.’?

On another occasion® an editor® of a grammar’
asked me o write a few simple sentences as illustra-
tive examples®’¥ I wrote ““I am a boy’’, ‘“‘He has
a book’’, and some other easy and short sentences.
He complained that those sentences did not look
good enough® thongh they were perfeet simple
semtences. Not good enoungh'® simply because there
were 1o uncommon words in them.

Neither of these two men knew—I say ‘‘knew’’
instead of" ‘‘know’’ because the teacher is dead
and becanse I do not know whether the editor has
vet come round to my view of the choiece of words'™
—that perfect Englizsh does not consist in'’ the use
of uncommon words, but in the correct use of com-
mon words. One cannot master Fnglish till one
realizes this**. It is a pity that'® there are many
persons who realize it only after years of groping'
—if they realize it then".
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_ﬁtrange ag it may appear'®, the magtery of

COELEO T \vnl‘cla {é xnuc]l MOTC diﬂicult ﬂ:an commit
ting uncommon werds fo memory'®. And the
trounble is that one is apt to** neglect common words
—_perhaps not beeause they are difficult to masier

but because they are common. -

“A word deserves attention®' becanse if ig com-
mon’* T hope vou will always sav to yourself*®,

[3E) 1 papers, #P. 2. commenting on, ik 3. see that..., (€
8 .. 4. lpok up, FH{. 5. On another occasion, HHH—M. 6.
editor, RIAXE. 7. grammar, 3 8 iNustrative examples, .
9. did not look good encugh, FEEWEARPI. 10. Not good encugh—
Thoge sentences did not leok good enough. 11. instead of, 4%; 7.
1%. hasg yet ... of words, WE)RMANAEEWEB. 13, consist in, FE
#. 14, t11] one realizes this, BRI ABMEIE. 15. It is a pity
that..., ... B 0I4pthdr. 16, years of groping, HipyyAde. 17.
then—after years of groping. 18. Strange 85 it may appear, Hf¥
BRI TT MY, 19. committing ... to memory, 8...TELE.

20. is apt to..., FH ... HEEAM. 21. deserves attention, JEMEN.
82. say to yourself, M.

BASIC ENGLISH!

I have been several times asked what I think
about’ Basic English. T myself neither speak nor
write it though I very occasionally’ read something
wrilten in it. But as I am g student of English I
think I ought o be able to say something about it.

Basic English, or simply Basie, is, according to

a dictionary definition®, ‘‘the FEnglish langnage
. systematically restricted fo a vocabulary of 850
words® (together with compounds® and eombinations
of these), not counting® words that may be con
sidered as technical® or of international currency'’’;
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It is an attempt to give evervone a knowledge of
Engligh that will take up as little of the learner’s
time as possible!®, Tt is devised by (. K
Ogden’, an English scholar, who is to be congratu-
lated on this clever invention'?,

Vocabulary is admittedly®™ not the only problem
confronting students of English' and one who has
acquired a large vocabulary has still far to go®.

_But it does not follow that®® it 1s not an advantage
{o have Engligh Iimited to {he smallest number of

words necessary for evervdav usc’. Basic Eng-
Ligh, therefore, is really much easier to learn than
ordinary English, though it is not quite so easy as
those think who regard learning it as merely a

matter of learning 850 words'’.

When Basic English comes into general unse—
T mean when i comes to be' used in most, if not
all'’, boeks, newspapers, magazines, letters, docu-
ments?, and conversations—it will not be neccssary
for the average® Chinese student of Knglish to
hother about ordinary English®, the large vocabu-
lary of which is a great difficulty, I _am only
gorry that' there is no telling®™ when the Basic era

ig likely to set in’,

[i£} 1. Bame Buglsh, AL GELAZ). 2 what | tunk about,
EHR .. WFR. 3 ocrasionally, K. 4. according to a diction-
ary definitron, B Lol ERKR . 5. systematically restricted to
a vocabulary of 850 words, HEHHMRMEAAFR-TRAEE. 6.
compounds, P (BN “hersepower”). T countinp, WA 8,
technical, M4y 9. of international currercy, #tSHATTAY. 10. taks
up ... a8 posaible, MUEE A NEEIAAT. 11, Ogden, #£. 15, 18 to be
“ongratulated on this elever invention, FRIS TiFsyitwaiadthinZsm
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2. 13 admittedly, WTPAEEMM. 14 the only problem confronting

stodanta of Fngheh BFERC KEFETH—MRM,. 15, has st far
to go, BIGHLH4T. 16. 2t does not follow that ..., WAERWH -..
8985, 17, have Engliwh ... everyday use, HIERCIRFLH FAFTATaER
{ETE dEeyeE s, 18, those think who ... 850 words—those whko . . 850
words thimk. 19. comes fo be, 88 0. most, 1f not all, BEESER,
B Rk, 21, documenta, . 22, average, —iFny.  23. ordmary
Enghsh, WE¥%E (51 Basic Enghsh Mgt). 24 I am only sorry
that ..., Rif4RE .... &5 thereis no telhng, SIEEY; Rl 26,
when the Basic era s likely to set 1n, ¥FRELAECAGRET, AT
B phLa.

READING DICTIONARIES

At the very sight of' this title you would per-
haps say to_yourself? “‘Only fools would do thatf.
I know beiter.’’ But I have read of* several
famous men who did® read dictionaries. _They
gloried in® dictionaries and read them with the
delight that some travellers find in guide-books’ and
time-tables’. Robert Browning’, the English poet,
when he determined to make poetry his career',
read every word in Johnson’s Dictionary". John
Ruskin', the English author, wrote to™ the editor'*
of the Great Oxford Dictionary' that he had read
and studied every word in its first volume. Henry
Thomas Buckle, the English historian’, once
solemnly stated' that a certain'* dietionary was
‘““one of the few dictionaries I have read through
with pleasare®’’,

MThese men were not fools! I can hardly say™
_{hat they could not have been the masters of. Eng-
lish they were™ had they not been digtionary readers.
But I am sure that reading dictionaries is, affer
all® pot so foolish as you might think.
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I myself have never read any dictionary
through; no, not* even those® that bear my name®
on the tifle-page”. But, as I have said in my How
to Master English Without a T'eacher®, I used many
vears ago to’® read through many arvticles on com-
mon words in The Concise Oaford Dictionary®™. 1
found that very helpful in the mastery® of common
words and phrases. .

Such common words and phrases can be yery

easily picked up* by English-speaking boys and

_girls. But they are mot likely to be acquired by

Chinese students without any special effort in this

Tespect:,  The rveading of articles om common
words in dictlonaries is no doubt’ s great aid.

[#&] 1. At the very sight of, —R®, 2. say to yourself, #i. 3.
know botter, YA (FREHIME). ¢. read of, HEr s d. o, 6B
®®w ... 6. gloried in, 3B. .. HEAIEYL T pwde-cooks, IR
#i; SE0W. 5. timo-tables, AREFMA. 9. Bobert Browning, bR
A, A=l B—~AARSE. 10 make poetry hi» eareer, B3
Eeiobshh¥e, 11, Johmson’s Dictionary, Johnsoa AR Samuel John-
son, ZEMKARE, HE—HRMLE, B AN , GRS -ARPR. 15
John Ruski, JORHE, dh—A—duy, SLa—ABFE. 13, wrote
to, BS54 14. cdator, THEE. 15 Great Guford Dictionary, R
W Oxferd University Press SRS 4r Faghsh Inctionary on His-
torscal Principles. 16. ienry Thomas Buekle, HM[E b, d:x—A
——tp, FoE—AKTAE 17, lastoriam, BEHUR. 18, solemniy stated,
Ehak. 19, certain, . 20. uvpe of ... with pleasure, FRETEE
GRS BT e~ (“dietionanes’’ ®IHEEL “that” &
““which?). 21. can hardly say, (J®) +%8%, 22.conld not. .. they
were, A ZOIRICSEEDBGA 28 afier all, 2H. 24, not=I
myself have never read through. Z5. those—those dictionares. &6
bear my pame, WHRMEF. 27. hile-page, Hirg- 28 How to
Master .@ﬂglzsh Without a Teacher, FoliiM e (HHEHHN). 20
uped many years ago to . ... SRR, ... W, The Conerse Ozford
Dictiongry, WMWY R (W Oxford Unmversily Press Ag). 31
mostery, IS8, 32. picked up, ENePSE. 33, 1o tha regpact, AE—
F. 34 no doubt, Wik,
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IDIOM VERSUS! IDIOMS

Read the following sentences:
That iz an idiom.
Those are idioms,
That iz idiom.
He is inferested in idiom.
Here is an interesting point of idiom.

Now T must play the grammarian® for a little
while. In the first semtence ‘‘idiom’’ is a common
noun. In the second sentence *‘idioms?’ is also a
common noun. In the other sentences ‘‘idiom’’ is
an abstract® noun.

““At once'’’ ig an idiom. ‘‘By no means®’’ is
algo an idiom. ‘‘At once’” and ‘“by no means”
are both idioms, To give a few other idioms:
‘eannot but®?’, ‘‘do without™?, ‘‘each other®?’, ““for
good’”’, ““give up™”’, “How do you do?'”. {ne_
cannot master English without learning a thonsand
or more of such common idioms by heart".

Examples of idiom are not so easy to find,
howeyer; or rather we may say that every correct
phrase or sentence is an example. By idiom we
mean'® the genius'* or habit of the English langnage
—or, in plainer terms', idiomatic or natural
English.

Idioms are impeortant. But idiom is also im-
portant. A piece of Knglish may contain one or
more eorrect idioms used correctly and vet is nof;

correct in its idiom; in other words' it may be
unpidiomatic or unnatyral English,

There is no accounting for'” idiom. It is chiefly
a matter of feeling, While it is possible to commit
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s0 many'® idiorns to memory'? a week, idiom is foo
elusive™ to be numbered or classified. It can be

gonggered® only by eareful reading.

(k] 1. Persus, 1. B, (EWTX). 2. play the grammarian, i
SR AITE. 3. abstraet, JGERY. 4. At onee, ¥4 5. By na
means, Pof; FIE. 6. cannot but, RiFAKR. 7. de without, RS,
8. each other, HA. 9. for good, /&, 10. give up, Br¥E. 11. ITow
do you dof, {14FEE? 12, learnmg .. by heart, 4@ ... &L . 13,
By idiom we mean ..., FEAHN diom, $E ... 14, pemius, BHE.
16, in plamner terms, FIB] G EEEEHKR. 16. in other words, H4T3ER.
17. There 18 no aceounting for, FREEHEW. 18. so many, HF. 1%
commit .. io memory, ... EBq%dr B, 20, elusive, IRIEAIEN. 21.
conguered, .

MAKE YOUR OWN DICTIONARY!

I must thank very sincerely the many readers
who bave written' to inguire about my dietionary
of Enghsh usage®’. It was always going to® be
published, and it has not yet been published. Thiz
is partly because of my occupation with! other
literary matters; in fact’, T work on’ the hook only

off and on’. But the chief reason is that being a

conscienfious® student of Iinglish I am always

careful to avold slipshod® or perfunctorv'® work.

I take notes'’ for the book almost every day—both
from reading and from the questions about usage

_that 1 am asked by persons interested in the syb-
ject”. Very often a seemingly simple question

reminds me of'* gome mportant point that I might

_not_otherwise' think of. I hope that the delay in

publication will be compensated for” by the richer

and better contents of the hook.
Now I think that every student could make his
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own dictionary of usage. ITe could keep a note-
Look® 1 wlhich Lo reecond, in alphaheticall’ order,
such points of usage as he mighl find of particular
inferest to him, Such a book would serve him'® as
a constant companion to composition, {hongh many
things in it might seem quite dull or yseless to
others,

d_1I think that every student conld make his
dictionary of gsage as large as the sum total" of
the hooks he reads. I mean that he might make a
usage index®’, so to speak®, to those books. For a
particular point he would have to record only the
book, the page, and the line concerned®. _He wonld.
some day® be able to point to hig library and say
“This is my dictionary of English usage’”. What
a great work™!

Indeed, I wish I ecould” find time fo do tlis,
And I believe that I could thus lay the foundation
of** a live” and original® dictionary—qaite dif-
Serent from those® based on nothing but® one or

1. dieticnaries,

{ik] 1. written, JfX. 2. usage, WIRAlE. 3. going fo .., ¥¥E....
4. occupation with, 1633 fEZERR. 5. in fact, PR L. 6. work on,
WiE. 7. off and on, BEHERYEE. 8. conseientious, B4R 0.
slipshed, WLEsH); RESERGY.  10. perfunciory, BRT #ey. 11. take
notes, fkL3E. 12, interested in the subject, EWHSFEH! (“‘the
subject’? #F “usage’). 13 remunds me of, FRAEH. 14. otherwise,
THE (RS TSRS ANER)). 15, compensated for, #fK. 16,
note-book, 3R, 17. alphabetical, {K"'riSerEsy. 18, him, HE
E LML, ZEW. 19, sum total, & 288, 20. index, FFl. 21. s0
to speak, IPAR48. £2. concerned, AF¥RAY, WikEad. 23, some day,
A —FKH. 24, work, FHAN. 25. T wish T could, RBEFRAES;
HEAREE. 26, lay the foundation of, 3 ... WELel.  27. live, ¥EM.
28. original, AlfEMD 29 those=dictienaries. 30, nothing but, fE
;& . PATETE
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TONGUE AND PEN

“Do you speak English?’’ This is far more
commonly asked by Englishmen and Americans of
the Chinese with whom they come into contact® than
““Do you write Iinglishk?’’. They would perhaps
laugh at the idea of® having studied English for
vears® without being able to speak if,

In fact!, language is essentially a spoken thing.
To study English without trying to speak it is not
advisable®. And it is absurd to read a conversa-
tion book in just the same manner as fo read a
grammar,

Besides®, as ordinary -written Fnglish is not
quite different from ordinary spoken English, to
Tearn to speak 18 a very good way to learn fo write.

.One who speaks good Knglish wrifes good Knglish
tco, The pen cannot go wrong where the tongue

goes right”. Many everyday phrases and everyday
constructions come matural to® one who uses them

in speaking. For example’, one who says ‘“‘in fp %’
and “‘as a matler of faet”” cannot possibly white
the non-existent’ phrases ‘“in a fact’’, “as a fact”,
and ‘““as a matter of the fact’’. And if the surest
sign of those™ whose English is not perfect is their
misuse of prepositions, good speaking is of great
help in learning the idiomatic use of those little
tricky_words'®, One who says ‘‘sick of'"”?, “‘in-
terested in”’, “‘prefer. . . fo .. ."*"" will write the
same right prepositions in right places without any
conscious effort.

T think it would be an excellentt method of
Jearning writing as well as' Icarning speaking for
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a punil to taik to his teacher about whatever sub-

Ject the former' is interested in and io_have him-

self corrceted'’ whenever he makes a mistake. T
am only sorry that® I do not thirnk it practicable®
in the class-room, where there are of course® many
pupils.

[#]) 1. with whom they come imto contact, B ARG, 2. laugh
at the :den of, FEB . . WERTIS; MBHREH . . f9¥. 3. for years, £
2. 4. In fact, K- 0. advisable, BLEVENY; IR/, 6. Bemdes,
fE. 7. The pen...goes right, EHRBRENES, EAEESE 8.
come natural to, B ... BEHSEY 9 For example, i, 10. a9 8
matter of faet, W k. 11 uon-existent, HRFEAEEY 12, those, AP
B A, 13. those Little tricky words, AFE M aliE AeIE (FE—i1 prepe-
gition). 4. sick of, $F: . EREM). 15 prefer .. to. ., E. .
TARE..,. 16. ay wellas, '‘nfd ..., Wt/ . & 17 the former, i
I “pupil”?. 18, have himaelf eorrected, FMEATCH (FEBEE) ¥E.
19. T am only sorry that .., #ak#d ... 20. prachicable, HiE#ln;
WEHRESEYL. 21, of course, iR,

MAKE ANOTHER DICTIONARY OF YOUR OWN!

Some time ago' I suggested that every student
of English could make his own dictionary of usage.
1 have since thought of another kind of dictionary
that every student of English could make for his
own use. For want of a better name’, I think we
may as well® call it a topic* dictionary. I mean a
dictionary in which a certain number of topics are
arranged in alphabetical’ order and useful phrases
and sentences about each topic are grouped to-
gether. For instance’, under the topic ‘‘books’
may be grouped phrases and sentenees having to do
with' bocks but not necessarily® containing the same

word.
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This can be done by reading and making notes®.
It is not necessary to copv the phrases and gentences,
Tt is enoungh to jot down" the page number and the
line number, and give one or {wo words as a hint.
Tun this way, any book may be lurned into a topie
dictionary by merely providing it with a topie index.
And several such dictionaries may be turned into a
fairly' complete topic dictionary.

What I eall a topic dictionary does not secm
ever to have appeared™ in this country before. I
wonder why nobody has even thought of compiling
one. It would be of great nse to all who write
English. For we are often at a loss for'® the right
expression' about a certain tople, and an ordinary
dictionary cannot meet” our need.

Would T had enough time to carry out'® my own

suggestion!t!?
[36] 1. Some $ime ago, 2EAT “Make Your Dwn Dictionary!” —
f%. 2. For want of a better name, B F—WEFNAR. 3. may
as well, &iff- 4. topie, BH. 5. alphabetiesl, ERFEREY. 6.
For ingtance, Wi@. 7. having to do with, #l... AR, 8. not
nocessarily, Fdh; F—E. 9 notes, HIE. 10. jot dewn, F. 1L
fairly, MR ... B ®¥E ... @ 12, appeared, AR, 13. at & loss for,
MR ... 0 14, expression, 3. 15. meet, i, 18, carry out, ®
. 17. Would...l, {8M . ..!; ELRE. .1

MISTAKING WOMAN FOR MAN?

A friend of mine who has a fine knowledge of
English made a ridiculous® mistake recently in a
letter to an American lady. e addressed her as
“Mr . ..”! Andhemade the mistake not through®
carelessness buf through ignorance. The fact was
that the lady had written to him* first and did not
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mention her sex® in her letter. She signed
“Audrey®, ..’ and must have thought that my f1iend
could certainly find out her sex from her name,
But my friend did not™!

“Andrey’’ is a feminine® name. There is no
doubt about its femininity®. T do mot think any
Knglish-speaking person would ever make the mis-
take that my friend made. Bui my friend made it
in spite of'® his fine knowledge of English.

Now that'! T speak of my friend’s mistake, I
recall’” the mistake that a certain'® Chinese scholar
of English used to'' make of"® addressing Sir James
Lockhart® as **Sir Lockhart”’ instead of'" “Sir
James’’ This iz a mistake peculiar to'™ those
whose mother tongue" is not English,

Al] this reminds me of?' the importance of learn-
ing about things English and American®' besides
learning English words and phrases. The mastery
of English requires® something more than the study
of the language itself.

[] 1. Mistaking Woman for Man, 8B AEREA. 2. ndiculous,
W%gh 2, through, Bif. 4. written o him, B 5. mention
her sex, BLEMMIER; RMBTERA. 6. Avdrey, &F4B. 7. did not
=did not find ont ber sex from her name. 8. femimine, detipl. 9.
There is B0 doubt about 168 femininity, SHPREMrietial 2 EEM,; &—
sER-Ackbwy. 10, in spite of, BEA. 11. Now that. ., 8#& .. 12,
recall, 48, MUIE. 13, certain, 3. 14 used to..., fR¥.... 15
of, Errlids B “nustake”. TI6. Bir James Lockhart, SHA. (“8ir”
BE "), M2 knight 2% baronet.) 17, instead of, MR,
18. peeular te, . . HEEAL. 19, mother tongue, ARER. 20,
reminds me of, EFRAT]. £1. thungs Englisk and American, #p#1
ME—)E . 22, The mastery of English requires .. ., BRER M,

A
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THE LANGUAGE IS THE MAIN THING

When you read a story in Eaglish, do you read
it for the story or for the English? This ig a ques-
tion that is not so foolish as it may seem'’. For I
find that many students.of HKnglish pay far mocre
attention to the story than to the Emnglish. They
read and enjoy and for a long time afterwards re-
member the story, but do not care to? study the use
of words and phrases in it. For instance®, they
cherish the memory of* how the mystery of the
eternal triangle® iz soived, but do not remember a
gingle sentence in the story and camnnot tell' what
preposition is used before or after a certain® word
in the speech of a certain characfer®,

Of course®, it is all right' to read and enjoy
and remember a story, and so long as' one wants
to know the story only, one need not bother abont™
the langnage.” But the case’ is quite different with"
a student of English. I mean a student of English
as distingunished from'* a student of stories or what
is called the general reader™.

Whatever a student of English reads, he should,
in my opinion, regard the language as the main
thing'. For instance, on reading this preceding
gentence, besides’ undersianding its meaning, he
should notice such points as the concessive'” use of
“whatever’’, ‘“in my opimion’’, §‘regard ... as

.’?, and ““the main thing’'. In this way, he does
learn some English?® though what- he reads may
happen® te be otberwise”” uninteresting or wun-
instructive. It may safcly be said that this is a far
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better way of learning English composition than
to read and consider the so-called’® principles of
the subject®,

Incidentally®, T would advise teachers of HKng-
lish to question®® their pupils on points of diction’’
and construction? more than on facts and thonghts.

{#) 1 ianot so foolish as it may seem, M AEEHRMAEERRE 2
do'uot care to..., AH.... 3 For insfance, Win. 4. cherish the
memory of, B30, 5. eternal trisngle, =45, 6. cannot tell, BL
M. 7. certain, &. 8. character, /NEUMAIARE. 9. Of course, B
#&. 10, all right, Rgal. 11. so long as, 7&...458F%. 12, bother
about, WK B .. MRl 13. cace, tRE, 14, with, WiR, 15, as
divtinguzshed from, #1... 5bRUM. 16, general reader, FHiN—Rrabi
#. 17. main thing, SHekdr. 18. besides, f& ... B4t 19. conces-
sive, ZERIGY) (Waanss TAEEE , (i) W),  20. does learn some
English, BEMEpE%%. 21, happen..., fAs%.... 22 otherwise, &
PIFE (HAESCEPMEIETE). 23, so-called, Fifd ... 1. 24, subject,
HE GE%ER). 25. Incidentally, JMBAIR—4). 26. question, #]...
B, 87, dietion, FlgE. 28, comsiruction, FIEEHIEEHR.

SIMPLY DIDN'T KNOW

You have a good knowledge of grammar. You
have a vocabulary! of three or four thousand words.
Yon know one or two thousand idioms. You are
rather careful about usage®. You ought to he able
to write fairly well®,

But are you'? If you are not’, why not?® One
of your troubles, I think, is that you often cannot
express what yon want to say. You cannot’, but
when you have seen your meaning expressed by
someone® who can express it, you will most probably
say to yourself® ‘‘That seems easy enough, I
gimply didn’t know.”’
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You are right. You simply dide’t know. Just
a few common words arranged in a simple gram-
matical order by someone who is at home in'* Eng-
lish, That expresscs your meaning, and yet you
simply didn’t know which common words to choose
and how to arrange them.

This is a very common trouble wifk Chinese
students of FKnglich, It is due to' the faci that
they do not read widely, nor carefully enongh.
There are thousands of useful cxpressions'® that ave
not generally considered idioms. They are so casy
to understand that they are apt to be neglected’.
But those who neglect them will forget them, and
fail to!* use them when»they need them.

You cannot learn to write withimuch freedom

of expression'® till youw have laid in'® a stock' of
useful phrases and semtences, and you cannot do it
withont reading widely and carefully.
[i] 1. vocabulary, R, 2. ﬁsagc, S 8. fairly well, K3
i3 4. Bui are you!=Dnt are you able te wr:te fairly* well¥ 5.
not=not able to write fairly well. 6, why mot—=why are yon not
able to write farrly well, 7. cannot—cannot espress what you want
tosay. 8. someone, A. 9. say to yourself, #f. 10. at homa im,
N ... 8. 11, due to, M- 12, espressions, f3E. 13. are aptto
be noglected, ERFAZME. 14, fail to.. , K.... 15 freedom of
expression, XEMEG; MR DL 16, 1ad o, R (“1n” 2 adverd).
17. stock, Joik; JE¥.

S0 MANY POINTS!

Having read much of what I have said about .
points of usage, some readers have given me fo
understand' that they think it simply impossible to
remember so many points, about which there
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seem to be no rules at all. They wonder
whether all who® write correet English know them
all by heart’ and pay regard io' them whenever
they write, and whether it is at all possible for
one to learn to write English fairly well® withont
bothering about® those tiny’ points.

Yes, most of the poinis seem to be tiny ones'.
But it is just these Liny points that show whether one
is really at home in’ English or not. Occasional
errors in grammar, which should of course™ he
avoided by all means'!, may most probably be due
fo" mere carelessness and are not at all peculiar
to" those whose English is imperfect. But lapses®
in idiom always betray'® one’s unfamiliarity with'
correct English, Tt follows that'’ the seemingly
trifling'® points of usage are well worthy of the
attention of' all who wish to write Knglish eorrect-
lv.

Asg to® knowing them by heart, those who are
horn to the language do not need to make any
consclous effort. They learn corrcet usage by in-
tuition®, so to speak®. They speak English every
day, and the use of many idiomatic expressions® and
constructions are second nature®, with them, so.
that*® when they write they camnot possibly be*
incorrect where they are correcct when speaking®.

The ease is certainly different with®® Chinese
students of Knglish, who are most of them HEnglish-
reading rather than® English-speaking They must
take care'’ to master” many points of usage that
are quife natural to those whose mother tongune™
is Iinglish,
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What I call peints of usage, however, are not
so formidable®* an enemy as they may seem to you.
Close attention to them helps to conquer® them.
Besides®, what English-speaking persons get from
speaking you may get from reading aloud®, which
will help you in the same way as speaking would®,
though perhaps less« quickly, And there is an
advantage in reading aloud over speaking®® in the
fact that in reading good written English you are
not in danger of** getting those common solecims®,
barbarisms*, and improprieties® in the speech of
persons of limited culture,

(] 1. given me to understand, ERAEK. 2. all whe..., —4 ...
BA. 3 know them all by heart, SEAEEZIMM2M. 4. pay regard
to, M. 5. fairly well, f3iFH; JEDBEH. 6. bothering about, B
... E. 7. tiny, MR, 5. ones=points. 0. at home in, ¥
... M. 10. of course, H#k. 11. by all means, &% 12, due to, B
. 13. peculiar to, .. FERHF. 14 lapses, /8§, 15 betray, ¥58.
14. unfamiliarity with, $§3% ... SUREE. 17, It follows that..., @
WA ... R BB ... 18, seemingly trifing, fIPREER. 19,
well worthy of the attention of, {RIA% . .. ¥REWAEY.  20. As to, B,
21. are born tp the language, AR FEN; HEEX M AMER,
29, intuition, . 23. so to speak, RIEAER. 24. expressioms, 3.
of. second nature, B FKE; WK, £6. go that, Fril. 27, eannot
‘posmbly be, BtFfr. ~ 28. when epeaking—when they are speaking.
09 different with, B# ... REM. 30. rather than, WA.... 3L
take care, %ds.  32. master, ¥, 33. mother tongue, ARWIIRI. 34,
formjdable, MERIFAY. 35. congquer, WM. 36. Besides, MiH. 37.
what English-spesking ... reading aloud==ycu may get from reading
aloud what Englieb-speaking persons get from speaking. 38. wounld
s=would help you. 39. sdvantage in reading aleud over speaking,
BN AR, 40, In danger of, £ ... Wi, 41,
solecims, FCHEMM, 42, barbarisms, RIENEEGE. 43, improprieties,
fgRRTEM R, 44, of limited eulture, FIRBF TN,
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THE QUESTION OF BACKGROUND!

If your reading in English is not confined to*
things written by Chinesc writers about Chinese
life—T hope it is nol’—yon must often meet with
difficulties quite apart from* the meanings of words
and phrases. These difficulties arise from what 1
call for want of a better term® the background® of
English, which I believe deserves the attention of’
all students of English—all® but’ thos® who do not
care to'* read anything in English that is not written
by Chinese writers on Chinesc subjects.

By the background of Tnglish I mean the
sum total'? of all points other than lingunistic'® that
are quite natural to those born to the language
and brought up on it*. Kor example'®, the name
Grub Street>—a London" gtreet formerly much in-
habited by writers of small histories, dictionaries,
and temporary® poems and so giving rise to® its use
as an epithet referring fo* literary hack-work?®,

The subject is indeed 'a very large one. It
includes history, geography, mythology®, the
Bible®, characters® and facts in fiction?’, proverbs,
customs®™, games and sports, supersititions®, and
other things. And in order to* understand fully
the works® of any author, one needs to possess as
much knowledge of these things as he does. This
is practically impossible’” with the average® Chi-
nese student of Linglish.

What I think must be considered carefully®
is what parts of the background of English are
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more important and how they may be made avail-
able 10*° Chinese students so as to® enable them
to read general literature in English. Would you
like to acquire such a knowledge?

[i£] 1. Background, ®&. 2. is not confined te, MRS, 3. not
=not confined to thimgs written by Chinese writers alout Chinese
Iife. 4. apart from, ®l ... RPN 5. for want of 2 better term,
EBTHF AR, 6. background, iF'¥R “ecall” & complement.
7. deserves the attention of, FfE ... HhiEE. 8. all=rall stedents of
Enghsh. 9. b€ T. .. B8k 10, do not care to.. , RE. .. 1L
By the background of Englsh I mean .. , $ESiiRm g iahs Rtz

12, sum totul, #idk.” 15. oiher than Lingwstie, FiLAX kM. 14
those born  om 1t, YFAAREREIHEON Al 7o R AIERAUAIY.  15. For
erample, .  16. Grub Street, EEEdHLAN “Milton Street’. 17,
London, DumiE. 18. mhabited by, #% ... BHEAF 15 temporars,
WERATHY. 20, giving rise to, 3. 21, emathet, TEHDH]. 22, refer-
ring to, Q. 23. Literary hack-work, g ¥ E L. 24, mytho
logy, W%, ©5. the Bible, Mi3W¥. £6. characters, Afy i7.
fietron, /ML (HHRE). 28. customs, BB, £9. superstitions, JfE.
30. n order to ., 3. . fHA  31. works, fEdh. 32. practically
impessible, WP HeIEEaY, 33, average, —fkiYy. 3. What I thunk
must be conmderad carefully, RIABSHEFIENAL 35, avaulable

to, ... FAILLGMes. 26. soasto. , 3B... fHAY

THE WORD

Tn doing a piece of translation the other day’,
I experimented with® several words before I got the
word that expressed the shade of meaning intend-
ed®. The word was ‘“admonish’’, and the words 1
had experimented with were ‘“advise’’, ‘‘counsel”,
“warn”, ‘‘exhort’, ‘‘reprove’, ‘‘rebuke’’, and
“reprimand”’.  “‘Admonish’’, roughly speaking’,
means ewhort or reprove, but it carries the implica-
tion® of kindness or gentleness coupled wilh® scrious-
ness, and also of warning and counsel-
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Sometimes I fail to’ get the exact word in spite
of much thinkmg and weigh:ng®.® In snch cases I
have to content myself wilh® using a word that I
regard as'® being ncarest to lhe meaning I want to
cxpress, This is a common experience with writers
of English, and is one'! they ought to feel sorry for.

The sindy of synonyms' is no doubt” very
helpful in the eareful clioice of words, which is
esscntial to precision, one of the qualities of good
writing, But there are two mistakes against which
1 ihink students ought to be warned. One is thal®
of trusting to'® the so-called Chinese equivalenis'
as given in English-Chinese dictionaries'’. The
olher is that' of studying the explanations in
articles on synonyms but neglecting the illustrative
examples'.

Correct English, however, is largely a matter
of the use of common words, the correci use of
which depends not se much upon their ‘“meanings’’
as upon®® what is known as* usage. For ingtance®,
a writer of correct English may not be able to tell
you in detail® bow ‘‘for’’ and ‘““to”’ differ from
each other®*, but he never uses one when he ought
to use the other. He uses the word” as a matter of
habit rather than®*® as a result of* the careful
choice of words. The study of synonyms is of no
help in this matter. One ean improve only by the
careful reading of idiomatic English-—which no
amount of word study can supplant®.

[3E) 1. the olhor day, BRAMAMAER. 2. experimented with, J8...

ZEx 3 the shade of meamng mtonded, FHEehdpdM@mEN. 4
roughly speabmg, ARESE. 5. 1mplication, &#&. 6. coupled with,
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F...oH., 7. failto...,K.... & inspite of much thinking and
weiglung, $AMET HBHNM T4, 9. content myself wiih, BHT
... EiE#R. 10, regard as, %fE.  11. oune=an esperience. 12.
synonyms, REP; REAEE. 13, no doubt, iR, 14. that=the
mistake. 15, truating to, $H4E.  16. egquivalents, MEIE. 17, Eng-
lish-Chinese dietionaries, WM, 18, that==the mistake, 19,
1llustrative exampies, BlE.  20. depends rot so much upon. .8
upon..., % ... O3 ... 808, 21, is known aa, BAME. 22 For
instance, . 23, in detal, ¥, 24. duffor from each ather, &
WIRM. 25. the word, JESENE (“the” BYEMR)  26. rather tham, ifi
k. 27, a8 a regult of, B .., aERHD. £8. no amount of word
study can supplant, FRER SR ERELRELR.

BEWARE OF! GUESS-WORK

A story has been told of a German resident’ in
England who spoke English fairly well® for ordinary
purposes, but who once recommended some wine fo
‘a guest with the remark® ““You might drink a bottle
of i, and it would not get yon up’’. Amother
foreigner, whose nationality® is not mentioned, is
said to have written in England that he wished to
recommend a tonic® beeause it had “‘quite upset
him”»’. One of these men used ‘‘set up’’ when he
cught to have used ‘“upset’’, and the other usecd
‘‘upget’’ when he ought {0 have used ‘‘set up”’.

“Upset?” and ‘‘set up’’, as you probably know,
are almost exactly opposite in meaning, and when-
ever one is msed for the other the mistake is
absolutely absurd. But quite natural’. When a
person who knows one of these two expressions®
sees the other, he is liable to think it has the same
meaning, though in faet® it has not™.

This is due to'' guess-work, which seems to me
to be responsible for many mistakes made by Chi-
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hese students of English who could easily avoid
them if they only troubled" to consult a dictionary.

1 know a gentleman who always sounds®® the p
in the word ‘‘receipt’’, the correct pronunciation of
which iz [ri'sizt]. He sounds it not because any
person has told him fo sound it, nor becaunse any
book has told him to', but because he has guessed
that he ought to do so. .

True, it is possible to guess right, but' it is
more possible to guess wrong. T would advise you
to avoid guess-work by all means®.

[3£] 1. Beware of, &BW; BR. 2. resident, EB. 3. fairly well,
g, 4. remark, (JF)E. 5 natwonality, MiH. 6. tome, ¥R,
7. quite matural—the mistake i8 quite nataral. 8. expressioma, iB.
9. in fact, WsA&. 10. has not=has not the same meaning. I11.due
to, HB. 12. troubled, ¥a%. 13. sounds, F...M%F. 14. fe=to
sownd it. 15. True, .., bat..., B4k, .., {02.... 16. by all means,

Do
BETTER SHORT THAN LONG

I have just finished" an essay by Hilaire Belloc?,
in which, towards the end of a very long sentence,
the author says ‘I eannot refrain from remark-
ing® that all the discuszsions of the silly critics’ as to*
whether sentences in English should be long or short
are mere spoiling of paper®”’,

1 fully agree with him. A sentence is not good
or bad merely because it is long or short. Length
is a false test’ of a sentence. If'is wrong to think
that a series of long sentences is a vroof of one’s
good command of English®, Tt is equally wrong
fo think that simple and clear English requires
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every sentence to contain a certain number of?
words at most®®.

I remember that I myself formerly acfed on'
these wrong opinions one after the olher™. For
gome time I {ried to use as many words in a
scntence as grammar and sense could justify's,
The result was an obtrusively dignified style'.
Then followed a period" in whith I tried to make
every sentence a grammatically simple one'® and as
easy to understand as those' in first books'* for
beginners. The result was affected" simplicity.

However, while T would warn all students of
Iinglish composition against these two mistakes, I
think ihat that® of writing long sentences is the
¢ommoner one*’. And students eught to take more
care to avoid it, not only beeausc it is commoner
but also because it is more harmful. For in the
hands of those who® have not had mueh practice
in the use of words and phrases and idiomaftic con-
sfructions®, long sentences are much harder to
manage than short- ones®. And it must not for a
moment®® be supposed that an error in grammar or
idiom embedded* in a long scntence can easily
escape detection®.

{7£] 1. fnished, 322, 2. Hilaire Belloe, MBE L e sy, HE—A
B4, 3. remarking, T 4. enties, ZCEHBETR. 5. as Lo, B
6. spothng of paper, WEMSEE; QBHEEHR. 7. test, MBAUMIM, 5.
ome’s pood command of English, JEAMMKGERER. 9 2 certain pom-
ber of, ... MW BT 10, at most, FH. 13 acted on, BAT. 12
onc after the other, —(@f % —M. 13. use as .could justify, 1
EHBEMEENEEND N E—-RR2 AL AL BE. 14 obtrusively
dipmified atyle, WiFTRESCRE. 15, foliowed a period=—a period fol-
lowed, —HEFIRKTIE. 16, one=sentence. 17. these=sgentemces,



8%

18, first bhooke, A& 10, affected, Meff#l: FTEHMKREL 20, that=
the mictahe £1, one=mustake. ££. those who ., T .4 AIM. &3
constructions, &8 54 ones—sentencos. 25, must not for a mo-
ment, R AT, 26. embedded, ¥%; . 37. eseape detection, REFHL

A GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF BAD ENGLISH

So many books and persons profess to® teach
rood English! Bot none profess to teach bad
English, I am almost sure that anyore who should
advertise lessons in had English would be called
cvazy and would get no pupil at all. Nor, do 1
think vou have ever thought of learning it. Perhaps
vou think that bad English is not worth learning?,
and that the English of the average® Chinese student
of the langumage’ is bad enough without his ever
making any effort to learn to be bad. Well’, read
the following story:

An old negro approached a white man® in a Southern’
jown and asked: ‘‘Marse Tom8, you ain’t? seed!® any-
thing of dat! ole? mule of mine, 18 you?'’*?

““Why!* no, Henry% I haven’t seen that mule. Have
you lost it%”’

““Well, Ah?® doan'? know cf*® Ah’ve! lost him or not,
but he is shore®® ’nuff*! gone.”’

“H'enry, I think the best way you can find that mule
would be to put a want ad in the paper®® for him.”

“Shuck 12 Dat wouldn’t do no good?t, Marse Tom,"’

“Why not?”’

“Why, Marse Tom, you all know puffickly®’ well dat
dat muje cain’t?® 1ead.”’
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Do you understand the negro’s speech without
the help of my notes*? If not*, you have not got
much knowledge of bad English, and I hope yon
realize® that as g student of English you ought to
get more of it, s

By bad English I mean® the English ag used”
by English-speaking persons who somehow®’ do not
vse good HEnglish, It may be called illiterate™ or
uncultured® English, I is not found in formal
writing, but is very common in modern fietion* and
dramg®® and in the writing and speech of unedncated
English-speaking persons, It is gquite different from
your Emglish, which, if it is bad, is bad in the
Chinese way, so to speak®’.

Bad English means bad grammar, bad spelling,
bad usage, and bad pronunciation, All these things
form™ an interesting and useful gfudy.» Without a
good knowledge of these one will miss much in
modern Lterature and will fail to* understand any
uneducated Englishman or American one ever has
ceeagion to*! talk with,

{#) 1. profess to..., APB.... 2. worth learning, MHAS4VEM.
3. average, —MMY. 4, the language, M. 5 Well, EBHA. 4.
white man, ¥ A, 7. Southers, 2MFIFAA), 8, Marse Tom=—Mas-
tor Tom, Tom -“Bff. 6. ain't="hawen’t=—=have not. 10, seed—=neen.
11. dat=that. 12. ole=old, 13. is youl=—have you? 14, Why, i#
BiE. 156, Henry, AM. 16. Ah=IY, 17. dean=don’t=de not. 18.
ef==if=whether. 19. Ah’ve=I’vo=I have. 2{. shore=sure. Z1.
muff=—enough. 22. put a want ad in the paper, JEHR¥E LB RS,
{“want’” J& noun. sd=audvertisement.) 23. Shueks?, gy ugl,
24. wouldn’t do no good=would not do any good—wounild do no good,
WM. ©5. pufickiy—perfectly. 26. cain’t==can’t=camnot, Z2T.
notes, 38 28 If not=If you do not understand the negro’s
speeck without the help of my notes. 29. realize, Siju. 30. By bad
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Englisk T mean. ., R67Hah bad Enghsh, #R. ... 21. as used—as
Ul waed W aemehaw. EHIEIEE 22 lliterato, RMFH. 3.
uneultured, FREHEFL. 35 fietion, FER(AKR). 36, drama, BIAR
(WIH). 37. so to speak, BILAIRAS. 88. form, fii; XA 39. fail
to ., Ae.. . 40, Ameriean, ik E% relative pronoun. 41, has
pecasion to  , § AR

DOES HE WRITE ENGLISH CORRECTLY?

1 have heard much talk about ““methods™ and
itgeerets?” of mastering® English, and, as many of
my readers are aware, I myself have written much
on the subject how to master English. What strikes
me as deplorable’ is that there are now too many
“‘methods’’ and ‘‘secrets’’ for students to know
which to adopt’. As a matter of fact’, the orig-
inator' of every ‘“‘method’’ and *‘secrel’” has a
great deal’ to say for if, and also a great deal to
say against' other ‘‘methods’’ and ‘‘secrets’’.

I have recently been asked by a reader whether
a certain® ‘‘method”’—or rather' a course'' based
on" a certain ‘‘method”’—is a good one'* or not.
The said' ¢‘method’’ is described as enabling one
to write FEnglish correetly by'® the tfime one
has fnished the course, which takes only about half
a year. As I have not got emough particulars*®
about it, I am afraid I cannot venture'’ an opinion.

All that T ean say about such matters is'* that
we ought to find out whether the person who has
Jnvented and recommended a certain ‘‘method”’ or
“gecret?’ of learning to write English correctly can
himself write English correctly. If he can™, his
“‘method’’ or ‘‘secret’’ is worth considering®. 1If he
cannot?!, well®, let it go hang®.
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(] 1. secrets, L. © mastoring, . 3. etrikes me as depiorable,
eI . 4 there are mow too rumy  .for students te know
winch to adopt, SiFEA A LA, PIWSE R RACRIRAR--E, 5 As
& matter of fact, AR L. 6. ongmator, FHL 7. a great deal,
HE(2E). B. agamst, F¥L 9 certain, F. 10. or rather, ZHEnS
/. 11. course, . 12, based on, FL.. BRELE 4. 13 one—method.
14. sad, FRZdh. 15 by, BEE. 16. particulars, 3. 17,
venture, B &&F, 18. AN that T cun say abont such mafters s .,
PSS, TILEESN, 19, ean—enn wnite Enghed coriectly. 20,
worth considenrg, @#ESEEM. 1. cannot=—cannot write Brglwsh
eorrectiy., 22, well, BEHTE. 23, let 1t go hang, HURE; BBEX
{"*hung® & infimtive).

UNCONSCIOUS WORD-MAKING

The other night' I had a dream in which I was
talking to an Englishman. When I meant? {o say
“account for®’’, by a slip of the tongue’ I said
“gecountify’’, which, for all I know’, simply does
not exisl®. I flatter myself that’ I.cannot possibly®
make this mistake in my waking hours®,

It is not uncommon, however, to find in school
compositions words' that would be looked fer
vainly" in dictionaries. Not that they are
coinages”, I do not think the average'' Chinese
student of English would make bold* to coin'
words., The fact is simply that a certain’ gpelling
is used in a eertain meaning in the belief that'* there
is* such a word. This belief, it seems to me*, is
always based on® some real word or words. For
example®, the words ‘‘sleep’’, ‘‘sleepy’’, and
“‘sleepiness’’ may account for (not accountify!) the
non-existent® word “‘sleepness’’, which I have oc-
casionally** fonnd in English by* Chinese students.
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Students of English composition would hardly

expect to be asked® whether they were sure that
they never ysed nor-existent words. -But the ques-
tion is not really so foolish as yom may think®>. T
have made no attempt at making a &t of such mis-
takes, but I am under the impression that®® I have
come across’® dozens' of iliem. Would you mind
rereading some pages of your Knglish to see®, with
the help of a dietionary, whether you had never
been guilty of unconscious word-making®?
[#] 1. The other night, S FI8HFH. 2. meant, TER. 3. ae-
count for, B, . 098 H. 4. slip of the tongue, ME LML, 5. for
all T know, #FRPTET. 6. simply does not exist, BEREE, 7.
flatter myself that..., BEB.... 8. cannot possibly, WRé. 9.
waking hours, BEBGhAEE. 10, words, EpE B “find” &) object.
11. looked for vainly, ¥#AH. 12. Not that..., BRZEH.... 13
coinages, BMEEHENIE. 14, average, —M¥S. 15, make bold, M.
16. coin #%; H@HE. 17, ceriain, . 18, in the belied that...,
L%, ... 19, there is, 484 WA, 20. it seems to me, T, 21,
bazed on, El.. BAR{ENY). 22, For example, H#1. 23. non-existent,
ATEAA. 24, occasionally, B, 25. Bnglish by, .. . FrEiali®is. 26.
would hardly expect to be asked, X BB EHAMN. 27 isnotreally
g0 foolish as you may think, R BEEFLFAEATMES. 28 am
under the impression that..., WH.... 29. come across, WEH.
30, dozens &; WM. 31 see, . 32. Would you mind reread-
ing...t, FFEHRENR. B REEN. e

WHERE TO DROP A LETTER TO HIS
SWEETHEART

. Here is a story of great linguistic' interest.
A newly-arrived Irishman® in New York’ was
standing in front of* the Post-Olfice’, where he found
three letter-boxes, labelled® City, Domestic, and
Foreign. He was wondering’ into which® he ought
to drop a letter to his sweetheart. ‘‘Faith®,”’ he
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said ‘‘this is a problem. Maggie’s'® a domestic®,
She lives in the city. And she’s™ a foreigner.
‘What beats me' is how to put the letter into the
three holes at omce'.”

The fact was that the Irishman did@ not know
the very common American use of the word
“‘domestic’’ in the sense of nof foreign. This use
is of course’ not unEnglish’®, but is much more
common in American than in English usage'".

Now Chinese students of FEnglish often fail to*
understand a sentence simply becanse they do not
know the particular sense in which a certain'® word
in it is used. I myself remember giving up® a
sentence as wunintelligible’’, about fen years ago,
whieh™ contained the verb ‘“‘discuss’® followed by
the noun ‘‘wine”’. It was not till some days later
that I* thought of the sentence again, and began
to doubt whether the ¢‘discuss’’ was not used in
some® sense unknown to me. TUpon™ consulting®® a
dictionary I found the sense of eat or drink in a
leisurely way.

That we should refer to* a dictionary whenever
we come across™ a word that we do pot know is*
only too® evident. What is not so evident is that
a very common word may sometimes be used in a
gense that we do not even suspect®™,

&) 1. linguistic, BEZC kMG, 2. Irishman, W (Ireland) A. 3.
New York, R4, 4. in front of, Ft...00WM. 5. Post-Offce,
FeME. 6. labelled, . ..098EHa. 7. wondering, BEER. 8. which—=
whick of the letter-boxes. 9. Faith, WAE(E interjection). 10,
Maggie's==Maggie is; Maggie, XF4. 11. domestic, J&. 12. she'a
—she j5. 13, beats me, FRBAE. 14, at once, W8k, 15, of course,
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RI® 168 nnFnehch, RAORIXBAM. 17, vsage, BAE, 18 fail
to..., ... 19, certain, X. 20. giving up, HCR. 21, vnintellygible,
F0 THINY. 22, which, $§ “sentence’, 23. It was not t1}] some days
Iater that I. , WMEU#EEA.... 24 some, F. 25. Upon, #... 5%
R, 26. consulling, fr{FEH), 27, lmsurecly, 28y, 28, refer to,
(M), 29, come across, &FE{. 30, 19, {F#4) subject B “That we
. ..not know’—¢lauge. 31. only too, Hi{E. 32. suspect, BhA.

AS IF* ONE? COULD DIE MORE THAN ONCE

An American sehoolboy is said to have wriften®
in an essay on' health **When children under one
year of age® have tuberculosis’, they usually die very
geldom?’’, Thig gsentence is written in perfect Eng-
lish so far as grammar and idiom are concerned’.
But it is pure nonsense. ¥or one dies but once®:
one cannot die seldom any more than one can die
often’.

Hvidently the schoolboy really meant *‘If 4s
very seldom that'® children under one year of age
who have tuberculosis die’”” or ‘“Wlen children
under one year of age have tuberculosis, they do
not usually die’’. He did not at all imply the pos-
sibility of one’s dying more than once'.

But what a howler!? he made! He said what
he did not mean—what no-one could ever mean.

Such amusing™ mistakes shonld of conrse'* be
carefully avoided, So far as I can see’, English-
speaking people are far less apt to make them in
writing sthan in speaking, One of the most
ridiculous'™ werbal infelicities" that I -have ever
heard is what a genial® Fnglish hostess' said to
a well-known novelist®*® who arrived very late at a
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dinner-party. Overcome with confusion® he said
apologetically™ “‘I am tiuly sorry to be so shock-
ingly*® late’’. The hosless, only meaning {o*
assure him that he was nol the last, craphatically
replied ‘O, Mr—, you can’t he too late®’’. As
if she had meant thal she disliked his company®!
‘Which was far from® true.

I think that both the American schoolboy and
the Euglish lady would have said afterwards, *‘I
would rather have put it differently®”’. Well, if
English-speaking people are capable of** such mis-
takes, how far more 20*° we Chinese students® are!

[3] 1. As if, ¥F{; ¥. 2. One, {EMA. 3. 19 smd to have wiitten,
PREIE, 4 on, TA. 5. under ome year of age,...RF—RAL
6. tuberculosis, B#¥i. 7. so far a9 ..are concerned, K. ..M. 8.
but once, PEAF—K. 9. one cannot ..dwo often, —HARHIFERIE,
MAESEHETE. 10, It 1w very seldom that..., .. EHEE 5 HHS A .
11. imply the possibihity of one’s dying moro than once, & A—EAN
Folckot ot 12, howler, A8, 13 amusmg, WF4. 14, of course,
k. 15 8¢ far as T can see, {ARWBTESE. 16. ridiculous, W%
f5. 17. verbal infelieities, B30 _FAUREE ; B0 AT-E. 18, gemal,
#0919, hostess, Frk A, 20. novelist, EE/DFEK. 21, Overcowe
with confusion, IRERY. 22. apologetically, ki 23. shockingly,
BAML; . 24, only meamng to. ., BEWEAER ... L5 can’t be too
late, AfrAm; REEMLT. 26. dishked his company, FRREHMER; X
B, (“disliked” My “‘des® TPIESME, TWEB.) 27. far fram, R
28. wounll rather have put 1t differently, {AEJESEI-ARIFEFE
. %9. capable of, @#...M. 30. so=—capable of such mistakea,
81. students, EPER “wo” §}) appositive.

ONLY A SLIP!, BUT—

I was reading a paragraph or two in a selection?®
of Cowper’s letters’ not long ago. I thought I
came across! the phrase ‘‘a poor literary pocet”, by
which Cowper referred to® himself. I paused and
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thought, wondering what the poet meant by
“literary poet’’ and whether a poct could possibly
be unliterary® or non-literary’. I soon discovered,
kowever, thai Cowper did not writc ‘‘hterary’ at
all. The word was ‘‘solilary’’. The mistake wus
mine; I had somehow® mistaken ‘‘solitary’’ for
““‘literary**.

People talk of slips of the pen* and of the
tongue'’. I think slips of the eye are as much to
guard againgt'?; for they affen cause unnecessary
thinking or even unnecessary misunderstanding.

A slip of the pen often remains uncorreeted
only because of a slip of the cye. Once I wrote
“flatter’? for “flapper™”’ in a letter to an English-
man. In his reply he was kind enough fo point
ont'* the mistake. Ile was sure that I had merely
made a slip of the pen, and that I was not so weak
in Fnglish as to' econfusc those two perfectly dif-
ferent words. But a mistake is a mistake’, and I
was very sorry to think that T could have made such
a ridiculous’” one. Now I should have corrected
it if I had read over my letfer carefully before I
posted® it, The mistake was a slip of the eye as
well as' one of the pen.

If the mistake were to occur in print*, it would
of course®™ be called a misprint. But would it be
really a mistake in printing? Would the printer
be to blame®? Well, the very word ““misprint’’ is
an insult to the poor printer** What we call a mis-
print or typograplical®® error ought io be charged
upon® the author, or the typist®, or the compositor™,
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or the prool-reader®, but certainly not the printer.
And no matter®™ who is responsible for it, he has
made it by a slip of the eye.

[ 1 Sup, #4382 soloction, EH. 3. Cowper's lotter., DN
sEA Wilham Cowper (HfE—U=—ig; HE—ATRHE) HEHL. L
eamse zeross, WIEl. 5. referred to, Bl 6. unliterary, ARE&E;
FAE 7. non-literary, SENFRSCEAT; SCELIMaY. 8. somehow, B
FTREE., 9. mistaken “selitary?” for ‘‘literary’’, 3 ‘‘solitary’’ 4
BIE “literary™. 10, 8lips of the pen, B8, 11, (slips} of the tongus,
MEEsEat, 12, guard against, @B, 12, wrote “flatier’ for “fapper”,
YW “Happer” WMME T “flatter’®. 14. point out, ${M. 15. waa not
80 weak 1 Engli-h aa to..., B-RERBANSES, PER.... 16. a
mistake is o mistake, SHPRMLIEIEME. 17, ridiculous, W3%44. 18. post-
ed, #§%5. 19, aa well as, AHL.... 20. prict, (KIS, 21, of course,
. 22, be to blame, HERM. 23. the very...poor printer!, ¥
E “misprnt’ BB 2 HRPTRAEI S A—FRE0%] 24, typograph-
jeal, Ef@l L. 25. ought to be charged upon, HESXRAISH. ... 26,

typist, FEA. 27, compositer, BEEA. 28, proef-reader, HEA.
29. no metter, RiK. ...

A YOUNG MAN IN A BLACK DRESS

This title? perhaps does not strike yon as
ridienlous?; does it? If not’, you have not mastered®
English yet. I fancy® that every Englishman and
American and everybody who speaks or writes per-
fect English would find it ridiculous. For while a
young man may certainly be dressed in black’, he is
not usually expected to wear a black dress. In
fact’, he is not expected to wear a dress at all.

For “‘a dress’’ is a gown for a woman or girl or
occasinally for an infant. A young man wearing
his wife’s, sister’s, or baby’s gown—well’, what a
rerfect sight he would look!

Now I have actually found ‘‘a young man in a
black dress’’ writien by a Chinese writer and
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teacher of Fnelish, I have found this ridieulous
expression’ in a context” that clearly shows that it
is meant to mean not what it really means but what
it does not mean", a young man dressed in black—
which is the wording" that ought to have been
used'*, A

Once I spoke to an English woman about this
mistake, She simply could not'® understand my
meaning, however. She did not object to' the use
of ““a dress’’ but insisted that the author must really
mean & young man wearing a woman’s or girl’s
gown because ‘‘‘a dress’ of course'” means a
dress!”’

It was perhaps stupid of the Englishwoman not
to understand my meaning®®. But just becaunse she
thinks ‘‘a dress’’ of course means a dress, she her-
self never misuses ‘‘a dress’’,

‘Bimilarly, when you come to think of it'®, there
are many Chinese words and idioms that you always
use correctly because you instinctively®® know what
they mean so that’ you do not need to study or
explain them. As to® the mastery of English, the
same principle applies’. 1 lope that you will
steadily increase the stock* of words and idioms
that you do not need to study or explain.

[#£] 1. title, t¥RA. 2, strike you as ridiculous, MIRE{ETI Ay, 3.
I# not=T{ it does not strike you as ridiculous. 4. mastered, ¥l.
5. faney, LIB. 6. be dreased in black, WHRAE. 7. In fact, BHRK E.
8. well, 3EBR. 0. what a perfect sight he would look!, MU
B ES! 10, expression, 3. 11. context, £ FX. 12, it ia
...n0t mean, 'EHMBAERTEHR LA, IMALHEAHER. 13

wording, fiE; 3. 14. ought to have heen used, B FEAI( W £
M), 15, simply could not, RAFRM. 16, object to, R, 17.0f
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cowrse, TR, 18, Tt was...my meaning, IR AM ISR ATE,
1 #-RAhehi®E . 19, when ¥ou came to thmk of o, WHEHFHLETNE
B ABEMR. 20, anstinctively, BEAMIANE 21 so that, BIW; Fil.
22, As to, BH. 25 mpylies, FHRIF; Be (R wmiransutivre verb),
24. stork, Bk,

SOMETHING UNNATURAL

H. G. Wells' calls Sinclair Lewis’s Babbili’
“‘one of the greatest novels I have read for a long
time”. I do not {hink Wells has ever believed it
possible for his remark to be wisunderstood®. In-
deed, it is very simple and very clear, and perhaps
no Englishman or American would ever think it
capable of* a meaning other than® the true one’.
But a Chinese student of English, who reads and
writes English carefully enough’, has recently told
me of his imperfect understanding of that remark.
““Why ‘for a long time’?’’ he said, ‘‘I simply can-
not® understand what Wells thinks the greatness of
a novel has to do with® the length of the time he'
kas spent in reading it.”’

The student misunderstood Wells’s remark.
As a matter of faet'!, the eritie’? does not mean o
say how much time he has ever devoted to reading
any novel. The remark might be paraphrased" as:
“Ior a long time past!'® T have read many novels,
some of them being great ones. Babbilt is one of
the greatest.”’

The student, being a careful one, doubted wheth
er he was not somehow'® twisting'® Wells’s words.
I should faney” {hat he would have evenlually got
the right meaning even if he had not inquired of ma.
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Chinese students of English often misunder-
stand or fail to*® understand a group of simple
words put together in a simple way. My advice is
to stop to think again'® when you find something
unnatural in an expression?’. 2That something is
perhaps not in the expression itself but in your
interpretation of it.

(i) 1. H. G. Wells, B2 Herbert George Wells, ﬁﬂmﬁﬁ,
FE—ANNIE. 2. Sinelair Lewis’s Babbitr, Lewis BRARMHRE,
i AATIE, Babbitt SLEEM, DlbahbAdE. 8. believed it
possikle for his remark to be misunderstood, BURMEEFHHRALEMY
T8R4, eapzble of, WA, ... 5. othertham, ...JL5HSY; &, .49 6.
ene—mesaning. 7. carefully emough, iRiB4{E. 8. eimply cgnnot,
EHORE. 0, what Wells, ..do with. .., Wells HIA—ARE ML
LA EEERIR. 10, he, EEAITHE rolalive promeun ithat” Bk
“whieh”. 11. As a matter of fact, ¥k, 12, eritic, jAIFEWR. 13.
paraphrased, &7FY. 14, For s long time past, ABRATREBLA.
15. somehow, K XIRMEk. 16. twistiog, #hig. 17. fancy, 21, 18.
fail t0., 05 Bouu. 10, atop to think age:n, @ THEM- 20. expression,
5.

“MORE PRESENRTLY”

A friend of mine has recently called my atten-
tion to' what he calls a mistake in a biographical
sketoh? .of a literary man: the name of a person
followed by ‘*of whom more presently’”’. In faet’,
there is no mistake in the expression’ at all. ‘*More
presently” is clliptical® for ‘‘more will be sald
presently’’. My friend docs not know this idiomatic
ellipsis®, having apparently taken ‘‘more’” to be
the adverb modifying ‘‘presently’’ and {hought a
subject and verb ought to have been supplied so
as to” make a complete clause.

Fquipped with® a knowledge of grammar, Chinese
students of English are apt to think they are guite
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able to read general literature withont much dif-
ficulty so long as they have a good dictionary with-
in reach®. What is more', they are foo ready to"
dismiss as wrong” any combination of words {hat
docs not seem to him to be capable of grammatical
analysis’,

Important as grammar is'!, there are many
turns of expression' that are generally considered
blameless Hnglish though they are not quite de-
fensible from a narrowly grammatical point of
view'. So that the mastery of HEnglicsh grammar
in its narrow sense does not enable one so much as*
to read English intelligently.

When you come across’ in good writing any
construction that you do not find grammatical, 1
would advise you to note it down instead of** calling
it a mistake, and to see if** you will not meet with a
similar one® in vour reading. You will¥ very soon,
perhaps, and then you will most likely** understand
the construction.

[] 1. called my attention to, RIS £, ographical sketck,
fEe5, 3. Tn fact, WaE. 4. eapressre1, F. B, elliptienl, HREHEAL
6. ollipsis, HMME. 7. so a8 to.. , H.. {HEG. 8 Equpped with,
... HT.... 9 within reach, EMLEN]; WEHUARL 10. What
iamore, iH. 11.too readyto..., RER. ML 12 dwnuss as wrong,
3. BB BN LS. 12, eapable of grammatical analyms, dIff
Aok LA, 14, Impertant s grammar ig, Ak, 15,
turng of ewpression, ¥§ik; fik. 16, defensible, ZIRiRFRML. 17,
paint of view, ML 18. so much as, BIE. 19. come zcross, #E.
20. inatead of, . 21. if==whether. 22, ome—comstruetion. %23.
will=w1ll meet with a simalar ome in your reading. 24, most likely,

FEL b
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AT A WEDDING

A friend of mine got married the olher day'.
The wedding was a very quict affair. I was the
chief witness®, Another friend of mine was the best

man®.

It was the simplest wedding I have ever at-
tended. I} was also the first time that I had ever
acted as the chief witness at a wedding. No doubt!
1 am too small a man to officiate® at any grand wed-
ding. Not that® I cannot do that. Everybody can’
—at least, everybody who can read simple Chinese
can®. But the fact remains ihat people like o
choose some big man for that. They will do so,
though they are well aware that whatever prestige
the big man may have® cannot possibly'’ pass to the
couple’, and that any social or official distinction is
really as unimportant in the chief witness as a
knowledge of English.

My friend was indeed wise in choosing me
rather than'? any big man. I am punctual®®; I am
too small & man to have cultivated the virtue of
unpunctnality’., I am not ashamed of being
punctual. Nor am I afraid of being thought® too
small a man becanse of my punctuality'*—in faet,
I could not aecquire any prestige by being un-
punciual”. As I have just said, my friend was
wise in choosing me. If he had chosen any big
man, he would probably have had to wait some time
for the big man’s arrival, so that'’ the wedding would
probably have had to be postponed till some time
afier the hour previously fixed".
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T did not give an address® at the wedding. 1
could have said a few words, of course’. But 1
could not have said anything useful to the couple.
For I myself am not well experienced in married
life, and I do not think my own marriage is the kind
of success that T had expected. Tf I had given an
address, I should have acted like one who® cannot
write correct Englich and yet tries to teach others
to do it,

[#] 1. the other day, ARASABIMI—F. 2. chief witness, HMFA. &
heat man, BEM. 4. No doubt, ¥#5 5. oficiate, FhE 6. Not
thet ., MOREEMEAS. ... 7. can=ean do that. 8. tan=caa do that.
. whatever prestige the big man may have, TR ASMET FAICFH R,
10. eannot posstbly, HeAR%. 11. couple. —¥-A#F. 12, rather than.
WARE. . 18, punctual, sFayflay. 14, unpunctuahty, TPSFE
15. being thought, AR, 16, punctuahty, ¥, 17. uppunetusl,
FUrsy. 18, so that, BEIf. 19. the hour previcusly fixed, ¥'E
@Rts, 20, address, L. 21. of course, H#E. 22. like one who...,
R A—EA.

SUMMER

Summer is here. It is warm, often uncomfort-
ably warm. Sometimes it is a little cooler, Then
it is warm again, We wish the cool weather had
lasted longer’, But it has not. The heat has re-
turned all too soon’,

Many of us are eomplaining of the heat. They
are complaining of it just as they complained of the
cold only a few nionths ago. After all’, man® is apt
to eomplain, In summer he wishes it were winter,
In winter he wishes it were summer, He makes
comparisons and always thinks the present season
is the worse of the two’
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If he thinks se, it is hecause he finds himself
snifering from it. He does not stop to think” how
ke wonld find himself suffering if he were suddenly
landed® in a place where the other season was pre-
vailing.

It is summer, whether we lile it or not. There

are various ways of making it more tfolerable.
Drinking something ecold is one of them. Haling
water-melons is another. The nse of fans is still
another. All these, however, are too common to
talk ghout. I have a new way. It 1s mental in na-
ture. I mean thinking about the rigours® of a
gevere winter, I do not mean that it will indunce
g feeling of cold, though I am not quite sure that
it will not®. I mean that it will afford comfort in
the thonght that one is wof suffering from that other
season'’. You would indeed find much consolation
in {hinking that you no longer™ has the nasty cold
that you caught on such-and-such a day™ last
winter.
[#t1 1. wish the cool weather had lasted longer, ELRIFARLHIENIR
SFURETIRWE S, 2. refuped, XA 3. al too soom, kiR, 4. After
ell, %, 5. man, ASH., 6. two=two seasoms. 7. stop to think,
A M. 8. landed, {EBl. 9. nigours, #g. 10, will
not=w.ll not induce a feeling of cold. 11. that other seasom, 5%
. 12. no longer, RE. 13. nasty, HEiaed. 14, such ond-such &
day, EX.

SHOPPING

Shopping is modern, boih the word and the
thing, perhaps. I de not think it is ever mentioned
in any book published fifty years ago. True',
people have visited shops to make purchases ever
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since there were shops, and shops there were?
hundreds of years ago. But not every such visit
is shopping. For instance®, one may go to a shop
to buy some rice and some wheat. He makes pue-
chuses.  But that is not shopping; if T am not mis-
taken*, nobody who uses the word properly wonld
call that shopping.

For shopping has its characteristics’. It is
used of buying luxuries rather than’ the necessaries
of life. Ifis used of visiting a large shop or several
small shops and buying several things instead of’
one or two. It implies the pleasure of buying as
well as® the value of the things bought.

Shopping hias become a craze'’ with many young
men and women, especially with the latter. They
feel they must go shopping once a week or even
oftencr. They enjoy the spending of money more
than what they spend money on,

Besides, it seems that they take a pride in'
buying things in the presence of’® many strangers,
especially when they buy things at prohibitive
prices'. So that" they visit the stores'® more fre-
quently than ordinary shops. And this sense of
pride perhaps accounts for'" the faet that in spite
of"® the apparently convenient mail order'® business
and telephone order™ business shopping is still
widely practised.

(3] 1. True..., dpd ..; . FREHGGUITX “Bot” M), 2
shops there were==there were shops. 3. For imsiance, fliq. 4. uf
I am not mmstaken, EEHRGBALTGBH. 5. characteristics, 43%. 6.
of, M#; ™%, - 7. rather then, MRR. ... B. mstead of, A&, ...

9. as well as, RiA.... 10. craze, @BiTa93. 11. what they spend
money on, HFFEMRAFE. 12. take & pride in, B. LHiA%. 13 in
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bhs nrosanca of, f. . Jdl. 14, prohibitive prices, WF &R, 15
Bo that, Frkl, 1. stores, gE(@Eils. 17. accounts tor, . ..0%H.

18. 1 spito of, Ef., 19, mail erder, H{ZTF4p. £0. ielephone
order, BiKEH.

MISUNDERSTANDING

To begin with’, misunderstanding is not an al-
together unpleasant word. It has its humorous
_side®, The point® of many good jokes lies in the
misunderstanding of some word or phrase, and such
misunderstandings give modern newspaper and
magazine readers a great deal of* fun and pleasure.
For imstance’, when we read of* a would-be
customer’ asking ‘“Can I try on® that gown in the
window?’’ and the saleswoman replying *‘Certainiy
not®, madam!”’, we cannot help'’ lnughing unless we
don’t see’ the point. Another example: A man
seeing the newspaper head-line® “Ford’s Motor
Works'??? said to himself'*: ¢‘That’s nothing™. So

does ours'®.”’

If joke writers can think of such misunderstand-
ings, similar ones are not quite impossible in real
life. How many quarrels, estrargements', and
tragedies, may have come of'' misunderstandings
that would have made good material for joke books!
To talk about the would-be customer and the sales-
woman again. If the incident actually occurs and
if the would-be customer, instead of® seeing that
the saleswoman has misunderstood her, misunder-
stands the saleswoman and thinks her reply im-
polite* and says something {o that effeet®’, a quarrel
is likely to arise.
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A common cause of misunderstanding is to read
something into®® what is said {o or of one®. There
secm to be many people given to® go doing. They
are always taking offence where there 13 none
given®™, If you advise them aboul something they
will think you mean to disparage their intelligence.
If you praise them for something, they will thinkyou
are speaking in an ironic* way. If you happen 10*
mention the rising cost of living®, they will think
you are going to*® borrow from them. If you hep-
pen to speak of something that you are pround of,
they wilt think you are laughing at themn for being
iess fortunate.

Such people look for trouble®® without their own
knowledge®. They deserve it*!

{#] 1. To begin with, BEMSE.RE. 2. uide, H@. 2. point, W:
BRA%E. 4. 2 great deal of, ¥&. 5. Ll'or matance, Hin. 6. read of,
M wA. 7. would-be customer, BEUPYEAE; HAMEE. S try
om, %. 9 Certamly not, HHRRE. (REREHEE, £IE “m that
window’’ i adjectival phrase, JE&F “gown”, HRLEHE RRIET, Bl
576 phrase & adverbial, B2F ““try” 45 ) 10. cannot lelp, THER.
11. sce, HE]; THE 12, head-line, $EBH. 13. Ford’s Moetor Worka,
LR TR, (Ford St Henry Ford, BMMEAT, AfE—ARD4E)
14. gs1d to himsetf, 3. 15. That’s nothing, INEAHEHEE. 16.Se
does ours=Our motor works, F{MelEELABEISY. (AT K
5 “worka” T, XE'HE noun, M MATIE verb.) 17. estrangements,
Kih®. 18. come of, . ..i#. 19, imstead of, K. 0. thinks
ner reply impolite, ABHIMEISRZRE. 21, to that effect, HF P
famay. 22. read something 1nto, FREVES . HELHMEE. 23, what
jo said te or of oie, PAEABRTUGNTRRREEAMEE. 4. given to, 3
B ..4) 5. are always taking offence whers {here 13 none given,
AR ETRAEFERIEN. 26, irome, B MRSy 27 happen
to ., %%, .. 8. nmmng cost of Lving, FBAURSaREFERA. 9.
are gaing to..., 3. 20. lonk for trouble, HEEE. 31 without
their own knowledge, fRMEEFxlAL. 32. 1t, §§ “trouble”, ~
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OUT OF THE FRYING-PAN

I well remember reading of' a ridiculons mis-
take made by the manager of a film studic® in
Amcvica. He had long been annoyed by the
acroplanes’ passing overhead, so that® in order tof
stop the nuisance® he had a large sign painted on
the "roof’ LA FILM STUDIO—QUIET, PLEASE".
The result, however, was that the acroplanes seemed
to make more noisc than ever®; for the pilots® oflen
had to" drop dawn to read the sign.

This is a good illustration™ of the common
Fnglish idiom “‘ount of the frying-pan into the fire’".
It is bad enough to be in the frying-pan, but isn't it
worse to be in the fire? It is indeed a pity"? that
an attempt to get out of the frying-pan should
resal{ in'® getting into the fire, and ome ought fo
be sorry to find that inslances of this are only ioo"
common,

And how many of them are afforded by those
who!® are proud of their cleverness! We often hear
people say they know better than to'® do this or
that foolish thing. But it is also a faet that clever
people often make mistakes that less clever people
would never make. The manager of the American
film studio must have thought himself unusually
clever for having hit upon' the deviee about the
sign on the roof. Clever, indeed, but what a reward
the clever man received!

[3%] 1 reading of, W2l 2. film étudio, BIERUR. 3. aeroplanes,
M. 4. so that, FiEL 3. in order to..., 3@ ..HHY. 6. nusance,
2iReay# P, 7. had a large sign painted on the roof, MEAIN—fE K4

P TR £, 8, make more noise than over, BMILTRENWE T
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9. pilots, REBWEIA. 10. had to .., FP¥F.... I1. illusration,
B 12, poty, WARMGE, 13 result m, & .ARRER. 14 only too,
. 15, those who. ., MB...A5—IEA. 16. know better tham to . ,
WA, ... 17. it upen, ZHM.

EXCUSES

A story ig told of & policeman in England who
used to!' excuse his inability to spell' with the re-
mark® ¢“I don’t reckon a man’s much of a scholar®
if he can spell a word only one way’’,

What a curious® excuse! Taking a leaf out of
his book®, a schoolboy might be able to excuse any
gort of mistake he might make. Even a howler’
might be looked on as® a result of literary genius®!

I have heard of"" a man who excuses hig incor-
rect English by calling all grammar nonsense'’.
Great authors, he contends™, do not care much for’
books on'* grammar, and yet they write excellent
Finglish. He does not care much for such bhooks
either”, and therefore he writes excellent English,
That is his logic! Well, kis logic, like his English,

I have also heard of a professional maker of
books—or rather an employer of professional
makers of books—who makes it a rule to' gpeak of
every defect in his books as a distingnishing
feature”, For instance, he leaves many dificult
points unexplained' though he explains many com-
mon words and phrases; and he declares that he
leaves the difficult points for the readers to consider
and explain because the readers ought to do some
thinking. As a matter of fact®, he either is puz-
zled by those points or is foo lazy o explain them.
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Many peapls ava always rendy tof? exense some-
thing or other® that they know they ought to be
ashamed of. And indeed with snch people there is
hardly anything under the sun® for which they can
find no excuse, There are excuses for things rang-
ing from unpunctiuality®* to® murder. ‘‘The tram
moved go slow’’ is a likely® excuse for late arrival,
As for” murder, well, every student of English
might kill his or her mother and say with pride
“The writer of charming English Mary Lamb® did*
kill her mother’’.

Ci] 1. msed fo..., H¥.... 2. mability to spell, REEPEY s HER
E#, 3, remsark, @%. 4. [ den’t reckon a man’s {="man i3) mueh of
a scholar, BAE—MASRENL ERA, 5 curious, FEd). 6. Tak-
ing a leaf out of his book, {fHil. 7. howler, BEKMAIMME. 8.
be looked on as, BEEME. 0. literary genius, SORFA. 10, heard of,
BEgLE. 11 calling all grammar nonsense, I0—EFSCEARREN R, 12,
contends, ¥, 213. do not care much for, ‘AHMAEL. 14, hooks on,
B, Ahd. 15 either, EEiEm “does not” #FEH. 16, makes 1t.
a rule to. .., 0. ~IEENL; E%. ... 17, distinguishing feature, %%
Bk 18 For instance, M. 10. leaves many difficult peints unex-
plained, FEHTMNORHIM. S0, Ag a matter of fact, EW L. 21
resdy to. .., TR . 4. 22, something or other, & 23. under the
sun, #£RF. S£4. unpunctuality, RFB5E]. 25 ranging from. .te..,
.3 Bl SRRy, £6. Mkely, RUEAY. 27, As
for, TR, 58 Mury Lamb, W8, fh— L, fla—AMN
Aip. 29, dud, TEMREHE.

HE OWES ME! HALF AN HOUR

Nobody owes me a single ceni, but quite a
number of? friends owe me a lot of® that something
whick all schoolboys know 2s money®. Only yesterday
a friend borrowed half an hour of me' and
became my deblor. The fact is that I had to wait
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half an hour for him, who had promised to see me
at my home.

He eame all right®, full of apologies for being
late’. But he would have saved my time and spared
his own blushes® if he had made the appointment’
for half an hour later.

Do you ever make appointments that yon are
not sure yon can keep''? If is a very bad halnt.
There are jokes about waiting for lady friends™ on
the, street corners, and it is gaid that lateness is a
lady’s privilege'?, and even that a gentleman ought
to consider it a pleasure to wait for a lady fricnd
beyond the fixed time®,

But I hope that a true lady will not think this
way'’. Appointments are promises, and the per-
formance of a promise is a test of integrity".

Tt is s0 very easy to make an appoiniment with-
out giving it due thonght. But in doing so you are
mortgaging'® not only your own time but also the
time of the persons whom youn cxpect to wait for you
till you eventnally arrive.

It may seem a small matter to you if you show
np'® ten minules after five instead of five™. But
if you do it often, your friends begin to take both
your appointments and your other promises with a
grain of salt'. You are thusg discredited™.

After all”; one man has no right to* waste an-
other’s time. .
) 1. Owes Me. ., R¥ .. 2. quite o number of, 4. 3. alet
of, $$%. 4. that something whieh all schoolhoys know i3 money, #§

Bl HacHRE “Time 18 money.”’; *uw” FEF §H. borrowed. of
me, &L ... 6.. all right, R 7. full of apologies for he-
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ing late, PIAREMM MM, & spared s own blushes, FTHATY
EAL. 9. appointment, #5&. 10, keep, 3. 11. lady friends, &
WA, 12, privilege, 4445 12. beyond ihe fixed time, AT TlEdEF
%, 14, thank this way, E08L. 15, integnty, [{d. 16, mortgag-
ing, . 17T, show up, ¥, 15 fen minutes after five 1nstead
of five, RALMAT TS 39, take . with a gram of salt, Rl
51t 20. diseredifed, RfEHE. 21 After all, %%, 22, has no nght
to. .., ZH.. AN,

YOU MEANT WELL!, BUT—

But* what? Well, ““All mean wcll,”” says
George Bernard Shaw® “‘but the difference between
promise and performance® is o very great’’.

1t is eight months and a half since this year
began, Eight months and a half since you made
your new year resolutions’. I will try to—"" you
said to yourself’,

But where are your resolutions now{ How many
of them still stand? How many of them have heen
given a thought’ since? The chances are that® many,
if not all, of them have had to go by the board’
beeause you ceased to think them quite desirable
or convenient soon after you had made them. You
meant tq get up'® abt seven every morning, but you
may have never got up till eight.

it is indeed none too'! easy to keep a resoclution,
It requires some effort. I myself have failed to*
carry out’® many good resolutions. Often I have
bought a book and said to myself ‘I must finish it
in a fortmight”. I did read same pages in it
that is't, besides the preface. But somehow I left
it unread for one day, two days, three days, and
so on till T bought another book and did the same
thing with it.
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Tomorrow never comes’>. This is an English
proverh that should be written in large letters'® on
the wall of every room where any resolution maker
lives. He ought to know the value of good infen-
tions earried out while they are strong".

A promise is worth nothing tili it is fulfilled,
and so long as' it remains unfulfilled, it is dope"
for the conscience, though it may affect none but
yourself*’.

{#] 1. Meant Well, HiFahdel. 2. But, FpHEEB M “But”. 2.
Gleorge Bernard Shaw, WM (Treland) HBE, HA—AF dr, 4.
performance, WAF. 5O. new year resolut:oms, FFEETIFAGEM. 6.
sad to yourself, #. 7. have been given a thought, Fildkhim). s
The chanees are that..., %1 ... 9. go by the board, ¥4k 10, gk
up, #£8. 1L none too, {7, 12. farled te..., H.... 13 carry out,
47, 14, that is, BB, 15, Tomorrow never comes, BIFKscRue.

{(—EBE, AR 16. letiers, F#t. 17. wlule they are strong,
HE18 (35 “good intentions”) IR (FEWRTR) whskE. 18 so
long as, #%...04E%. 19 dope, M. 20. none but yourself, s

AL
ARE YOU A THIEF?

I must hasten to explain my question. T am
sure that you are not g thief, if by this word we
mean the type of person the man in the street means
by it'. But nearly every one of us may be called a
thief, if we look at the word in a cerfain light®

Tor there are thieves of time, thieves of peace,
thieves of happiness, thieves of character and
reputation. It is just as much of a theft® to steal
peace of mind as to steal a piece of furniture, as
much of a theft to steal five minutes as to steal five
dollars. So there are many lhieves who never break
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into* houses and dip their hands into the pockets
5

]
\9.0 LL:.. \\nz.unlmcc{nng .

One of the commonest forms of thieving® among
those who can read iz to sfeal a glance at letters
and postcards for others. [t may not do much
harm to either the writer or the receiver. Still
it is stealing, and perhaps one does not usually like
to have one’s private corrcspondence read by’ any
person to whom one does not eare to® show it.

Men talk of stelen kisses, stolen pleasures, stolen
fruit, ete. ag if® stealing were the spice’ of life. No,
they ought not. Even if it is true that what is got
by stealth! is more enjoyable than what is got by
more honest means'?, stealing is not therefore justi-
fied's.

One of the English words for which there are
no Chinese equivalents' is ‘‘kleptomania'®’’, which
mesns a persistent impluse’ to steal in persons who
do it not because of'' poverty. It is said that there
are even rich people who are in the habit of'® steal-
ing things that people of moderate means' can well
afford®*. In England and most of the United
States it has heen held that kleptomania is not a
legal defence™ exeept in the case of®™ persons who
cannot distinguish between right and wrong. Well,
is kleptomania in the broad sense® any®® more ex-
cusable than the same tendeney in the narrow
sense® ?

[i£] 1. the type...by it, =B AFIE AR ITIENTREA. 2. cer
tain hight, M. 5. theft, §§. 4. break into, WA. 5. the um:

sugpeeting, RELCA ARG AN, 6. thieving, {1, 7. have one’s
private correspondence read by, ... heE AGERE. 8. carete...,
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H.... O as if, $7@. 10. spiee, Bk 11 by stealth, Flfpabrik
Hi. 12, means, 3k, 12, is not therefore justified, o FE (Rl W LIS
IEEE, 14, equivalents, #HEEE, 15, kleptomania, %M. 16, impulee,
®®. 17. because of, F. 18. are in the hsbit of, #..-AURIK.
19. of moderate means, RERKAy. 20. can well afford, TR 2L
most of the United States, 3 (M&3) Rk (state). 22
legal defence, % FEVAATERL 23, in the ense of, flR. 24, broad
gense, J&, 5. any, H; A% (R adverb.) 26. narrow sense, &,

DON'T BE EXTRAVAGANT!!

Perhaps you have had enough of* advice against
extravagance, and arc imagining that I am going
to® advise you to sa¥e' cents and dollars that you
either cannot save or cannot afford to spend. 1
myself have heard well-fo-do® people talk of economy
and throw out® suggestions about it that they them-
selves do not care to’ put into practice®, and know
that they canmot’,

~ But Iam not referring to money at all. Nowa-
days few of us have enough moncy to be extrav-
agant with, and it would be foolish to warn one
against what one cannot possibly be gailty of*.

What T am talking about is speech, with which
nearly all of us are apt to be extravagant, especially
when under some sort of strong feeling. A mother
would call her child the best' she had ever seen
when delighted with something about it but wonld
call it the worst'? as soon as' it got into a serape'

Extravagance in speech may not always matter
much?®. When you write' to ask a friend to come
to sce you, you may be exiravagant and say that
you are dying to'' see him; but your friend 1is not
likely to be prepared to find you dead if he calls
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on'® you later than you expeet him to turn wp™.
And when you say ‘I have told you fifty™" limes
hefore’’, yon are not in danger of* being asked to
name the fifty occasions specifically®.

There are cases, however, where extravagance
may lead to® trouble. Mountains made out of
mole-Lills* arc responsible for much of the unhappi-
ness on earth. Onee many years ago I received a
letter from a friend saying that he was writing 10*
me for the last time because he was so very ill as
not to live another day’®. As a matter of fact’ he
is still living today. e should have saved me the
days of uneasiness® before I heard from® him again.
Probably he did* cause his rclatives and some other
friends much anxiety that was entirely nnnecessary.

{it] 1. Extravagant, %A 2. bave had enough of, EEAT
Jedl. .. BEL. . BBERET. 3. going to XY 4, save, @i,
6. well-to-do, BE#. 6. throw out, EEEHEH; rE®. 7. donot care
o .., #.... 8. put mto practice, Wii 6. cannot=cannot put
into praehice, 10. canmot poaaibly be guiity of, A, 11, the
beat=the best ehild. 12. the worst=the worst child. 13. as soomn
as, =% T.... 14. serape, [HEE; PEAA. 15. matier much, [ fEa
%, 16. write, ®{E. 17. are dywmg to..., &&.... 18. callsen, 5
19, turn up, BB, 20. fifty, #%. 2L in dazger of, 13y
22, specitically, HFehlidy; @R, 23, lead to, 4i34, 24. Mountnins
made out of mole hills, MEKH; WEUM. 25, writing to, FHIxE.
06. was go...another day, WEBREEFE—K; fafeldy. 27. As a
matter of fact, ¥/E. 28. saved me the days of uneasiness, R
HALTREG LD AFER. 20, heard from, gl . 4yfF. 30. dud, e,

NOSY PARKER!

Nosy Parker—No, I am not going to® write a
biographical skcteh®. I do not know of® any person
called Nosy Parker.
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But there are so many Nogy Parkers among us.

You may be one®, I myself am one, in a sense®.
» For Nosy Parker is a nickname’ for one whe is*
inquisitive® about other people’s business. Inci-
dentally', as both you and I are students of English,
T am sure you will not mind¥} wy telling you that
“‘nosy”’, being an adjective formed from ‘‘nose®’,
has the slangy'* semse of inguisitive. The origin
of the name, however, is unknown, and I do not
think the ‘‘Parker’’ has ever been accounted for'.

Now lct me tell you a story. A young man who
lived in a block of flats' was walking down the
stairs one day when he heard the sounds of a ter-
rible row’” between a man and woman going on'
behind one of the doors'’. Instinclively” he stop-
ped to listen. He knocked at the door and waited.
Still the row went on, He knocked again, louder.
This time the door opened, and the husband and
wife appeared. The young may asked them what
they had been quarrelling about and offered"® to help
to put an end to®" the trouble. He little cxpected
to hear the husband say: ‘I wish you would mind
your own business®. For your information®, we
are rehearsing a part’. But cven if we were hav-
ing a real row, I should still object to* interference.
Good day to you®, sir!’’

The young man no doubt? considered himself
unlueky because his intentions were good. Bat it is
far from? advisable to give help or advice where it
is not wanted.

If it is not advisable to give unrequired help or
advice, it is still less™ advisable to ask quesiions
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about other people’s business merely out of euri-
osgfuyn. Tl]cy may nol care to'l unswer such ques-
tions theugh they do mot necessarily® have cause
to* be ashamed about the information the answers
wonid reveal.

As 1 have said, I myself am more or less’ a
Nosy Parker. 1 am eurious about the personal life
of Linglish-writing authors, and about the pref-
erences® of students of HEnglish and those who [
suppose are interested in such matters. Not long
ago I asked a Scotchman® who his faveurite
anthors®” were, and got the answer ‘““You might
better ask me who my favourite girls are’’.

I hope that my ‘“nosiness’’ will not extend to
things that bave mothing to do with*® the study of
English, and that, even as far as my subject is
concerned®®, it wiil not cause me fo give offence’’—
unwittingly*'.

[#] 1. Nosy Parker, 28 A3, L. gomg to..., ¥¥.... 3. bio
graphiczl sketeh, R§T%. 4. know of, #i¥. 0. ome=a Nosy Parker.
6. 1n & semse, FEH—BEL; A®¥B. 7. weckname, B, 8, onowhe
a8, ..y .o B—BA. 9. mquisitive, BEEL M. I0. Incidentally, Mo
EHE 11 mind, K. 12, slangy, @A, 13, secounted for, HE
5; W, . A, 14, block of fats, —BYAEPF. 15, row, S
16. going om, 3#f1. 17, behind one of the doors, FE—EMay ik ;
A—FMFX. 18, Instinctively, HRM; HAMKRHL 19, offered,
BB 20, put sn end to, 31k, 21 little expected, TAEAS. =2,
mind your own busineas, FIFR T4 (MEFR#E )2 23, For your in-
formation, #R4n¥. 24. rehearsing n part, WE—MWIH. 25
object to, W2Y. £6. Good day to you, W HE CRITHE). 2.
ne doubt, EH#E. 28, far frem, R, 20, shll less, EAR. 30.
merely out of curiosity, KB BiF <. 31 may not care te...,
LEFA%.... 32. do not necessarily, Fu#h. 23. have camse to..,,
A.. 6388, 34, more or less, H74; FH. 35, preferemces, X
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W Bl 36, Scotehman, REHE WY (Scotland) A. 37, favourite
authers, WHFMHER. 238, have notlung to do with, #I1.. .38 &R,
39, as far as...bs concorned, BB .fidR. 40, give offence, AL,
41 unwittingly, ¥R,

ARE YOQU A CHILD?

Are you still a child? T am afraid not®. I my-
self am no longer? one®, However, T wish I thought*
that T had much of a child in me’,

The word ‘‘child’’, as you probably know, has
given rise to® two adjectives, ‘‘childish’’ and “‘child-
like’’, which form one of the most useful pairs of
English synonyms', ¢“Childish”’ uscd of® adults’
and their qualities has a bad sense and means
foolish or gilly, <<Childlike’’, which should always
be s0 used" and never of children, has a good sense
and means innocent or frank,

You are no longer a ¢hild. But I hope you are
still gomething of a child. I mean that I hope you
have some childlike qualities—mnot childish ones',
mind",

Well, T do not think there is much danger of
being childish in the rising generation. Rather*
there seems. to be too much sophistication', But I
am sorry to note that there ig as little childlikeness
as childishness, and that people are apt to confuse
the two. I myself sometimes fail to'® see whether
the enthusiasm with which something is done™ is of
the childish or childlike kind.

As T have said, I hope you have some childlike
gualities. I hope you always try to avoid letting
your heart grow™ hard. I hope yon sometimes do
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something in a childlike manner even at the risk
of** being childish.

By the way®, one of the best ways of remain-

ing childlike is to read books for children. T hope
you are not yet too much sophisticated to eare for
them®™,
[i) 1. not=you are mot stili & child. 2, wo longer, ##. 3. one=
a ¢hild. 4. I wish T thought, FRIERFREE. 5. T had muchof 5
child in me, MPAEFAE. 6. given rise to, K. 7. synonyms,
FiEs. & of, BBH. 0. adults, B4 A. 10, s0 used—=uved of adults
and their qualifies. 11 ones=qualities. 12. wmind, EF ZTEW
unperative mood). T3, Well, :5BIH. 14. rising generation, —iWH
££. 13, Rather, H); {81, 18, sophistication, tHP A, I7. peo-
ple, —~#*A. 18. two, j# cldilikeness # echaldishmess. 19, fail lo
cerg Moo, &0, the enthusiasm with whiech something 18 done,
SR PR, £1. grow, MR, 22, at the risk of, ] ..5UR.
2%, By the way, MiMiit—4]. 24. are not...for them, fiskEKEA
B Rim A B B

WHEN SOMETHING IS UP*

Perhaps hardly does an hour pass without
there being something ‘““up’’ in Shanghai®’. Fight-
ing®, quarrelling, pocket-picking®, fires’, and all kinds
of® incidents and aceidents are the order of the day’.

When something is ‘“up’’, there is always a
little knot® of people, For man® is curious'. He
wants to know about even things that he is sure has
nothing to do with him', He asks ‘‘What’s the
matter?'?’’ guite naturally. He cranes his neck' to
see what is wrong. If he finds a person lying in-
jured on the pavement', he ingunires of some other
spectators'® how the unfortunate'® has got injured”,
where he lives, whether any policeman has witness-
ed'® the accident, and when an ambulance” may
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be expected to arrive. If he finds a man and a
woman calling each other names®, he inquires what
is the relation between them, whether there is a
third man or woman in the matter, and how the
trouble has starfcd.

Man, as 1 have said, is curious. If he were
not 50%', he would not read, he would not go to the
theatre®™, he would not even marry. To stop and
look on® when something is “‘up’’ in the streef is a
natural way to safisfy one’s curiosity*. It is not
unlike® reading a story or seeing a play™ gratis®.

So far, so good®™ Buteall is not good™ as
regards® this stopping and looking on. Those who
do it may not find anything blamable in it. They
honestly think that it is harmless. In faet”, how-
ever, they may do harm without knowing it". For
an injured or qnarreling person is likely to be
distressed by seeing a crowd of sightseers® standing
round gazing at him. Besides’, where there is need
for help, the presenee of idlo lockers-on® offen
proves a hindrance®.

Where we can offer no help, we should at least”
let those who can offer help do it*.

{#£] 1. Up, §i4el. 3. Perhaps hardiy. ..in Shanghai, W3 EHEH
(TR . 3. Fighting, 8. 4. pocket-picking, e 5
fires, &, 6. all kinds of, #i#. 7. the ordor of the day, ¥E4Tal
#. 8 knot, ®. 9. maen, A%. 10. euriows, #IFh. 1l hne moth
ing to do with him, #EMHM. 12. What’s the matter?t, HMRE
#y%t 13. cranea his neck, WEMEM. 14, pavement, ERREIAAT
M. 15 speciators, %X, 16, unfortumate, RFAYA. 17. got
injured, ZHE. 18. witnesged, 142 19. ambulance, P, 20
ealling each other names, KMEM. 21.so=curious. 23.goto the
theatre, (MMREENLE) BM. 23. look om, MR, 24. euriosily, o
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25, ot unlike, Y AR, FEB. 26. play, M. 27. gratis, FRER
¥, 28, Bo far, 30 good, (& L mNH, EBRAE. 2% all 13 not good,
MR, 20, a3 regards, WA 31 In fact, A& L. 32
without knowing 1%, (4 O REGEH. 32, saghtacors, %%, 34, Besides,
iffR. 85. lookers-on, HMY. 36. proves a hindrance, FiE R
WE. 37, at lemst, ¥, 38, do it—offer help.

!
BORROWING BOOKS

1 do not boast' a large library. But I do not
think I have finished® even half of the books that
I have bought, When I buy a book, I mean® {o read
il through®. The fact, however, is that I usually
read only a part of it, sometimes no further than®
the preface and one or two pages at random’ I
have often advised myself not to buy another book
till I have finished all those I have already bought.
But I buy a book from time to time' in spite of
myself®, and T am afraid that T shall not be able to
act on’ my own adviee even if I should live to be a
hundred®.

I have, however, read through many a' hook
that is not mine. I mean that I have borrowed
many a book and finished it—quickly.

‘What is borrowed has to'? be returned. That
is why I scarcely ever fail to™ finish a borrowed
book. As to' those I have bought, I put off'* read-
ing them because I am certain that they are mine
for ever'® and therefore that I may well wait till
I have more time to read them at leisure'. The
trouble is that ‘‘more time’’ never comes. But
more books do*® come; for I Buy one from time to
time. I wish I could bring myself to’ freat every
book I have as if* it were a borrowed one.
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Well, if T do not now treat my own books as if
they were borrowed omes, nor do I trcat borrowed
books as if they were my own. To borrow a book
and neither o read it nor fo veturn it does not
seem to be advisable. Still less® advisable is it to
borrow a book and lend it as if it were one’s own.
Not being a lawyer, I wonder® if it is at all lawfud
10 lend what one has borrowed.

[#] 1. beast, A, 2. finished, 2. 3. mean, WK, 4. read it
through, ¥52. 5. no further than, MRk, .#. 6. at random, B
M. 7. from tume to time, FBE, BEBE, 8. in spite of myself, R
Baod; rferEa. 9, act on, ®Wif. 190, 5 hupdred, —FEE. 1L
wmany 3, &% (@—A). 18, has to ., &h3H.... 13. fail to. ., &
14, As t6, ER. 15, put off, JE. 16. for ever, A, 17

at leisure, fofgid. 18, do, BEXS. 19, bring myself t0..., ERAD
20. 3 1f, §FK: 21, Still less, TR, 22, wonder, FinilH; X

.
WHAT IS THE CHIEF CAUSE OF DIVORCE?

Well, don’t expect me to dwell upon® marriage
and divorce, an old, old® subject. No, I capnot
say much about it. I can only agree with a certain’
apparently’ stupid fellow who, when asked’ what
he thought was the chief cause of divorce, gave the
simple and prompt enswer—marriage, Whatever
authorities on social sciences' may have fo say, no-
one can deny that there can be no divorce without
previous marriage. The best way to avoid divoree
18 not to marry.

I am not going to' talk aboui marriage, how-
ever. I have only been reminded by the said® ques-
tion and answer of" the faect fhat many of our
petty troubles ean be easily aveided by removing
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their chief causes. I remember how I was once
annoyea by the Liequency with which my watch
wanted repairing™, What was the chief cause of
the trouble? The watch, of course™ 8o I left it
alone™. T bhave never bought another watch since',
and consequently have never had the same trouble
again.

You may call me foolish or even crazy in saying
this, But thers are petty troubles that are quite un-
necessary. I do not advise going hungry or
naked" in order to'® avoid trouble about food or
clothing. Bui can’t one do without™ all luxuries?
Can’t one live without a wireless get™? Can’t one
study English without a costly fountain-pen'?
Can’t one go about* without a motor-car?

To return to*' the question of marriage and
divoree. 1f seems that many voung people are too
prone to fall in love®. The result is that they are
liable to be crossed in love®. They cannot but*
feel sad unless they can find some consolation in
Tennyson’s lines™:

"Tis better to have loved and lost,
Than never to have loved at all.28

The chances, however, are that’" they cannot
find any consolation in them, Now the guestion is
what is the chief cause of being crossed in love.
The answer is only too®™ evident,

{1 1 Divorce, BB 2. dwell upon, 3R, 8. old, 014, Bl B
&W. 4. certain, 3. 5. apparently, FME Ll 6. asked=he was
asked. T. anthorities on social scienecs, pHEMSHFE. 8. gong to
.., HF. .. 9. paid, PTERAM. .10, of, Y “reminded’ rP4E. 1L
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the frequency with which my watch wauted repairing, FAHANREE
WMERT. 12. of course, BEE. 13, left 1t alove, H°EXK. 14. sinee,
e E M A, 15, going hucgry or naked, HfRHIFAE. 16. in order
to..., ...k H#. 17. de without, §k; KM 18, wireless net, fif
AEECEE. 19 fountain-pen, fIGEAME, 0. go about, BREE, 47
21. To return to, FiLF, 22. fall in love, B M®E. 23 crossed mn
love, S48y, 54 cannot but, FEA. 25, Tennysen’s hnes, Tenny
sou #1;%. (Tennyson WAE Alfred Tennyson, HEFA, £E—ATNE.
e~ AN 26, 'Tia better...at ail, BEBEMEE, NaRE
W (*Tis=1Tt is), 27. The chances, however, are that..., 1K
#1.... 38 only too, HR.

OF SENTIMENTAL* VALUE

The following small notice? is from a provincial
newspaper published in England:

If this® should catch the eye of* the men who entered
the house off Mrs—at—, she would like them to know that
she iy grateful for the return of her personal trinkets,
which were only of sentimental value.

his paragraph reminds me -of the common
phrase *‘Honomr' among Thieves’”. Yes, there is
honour even among thieves. If it hud not been for
this®, the lady would not have had her personal
trinkets returned to her’. The burglary'* could
not be-<excused on that account’’. But it does seem
that the thieves coneerned'® had great consideration
for'® the lady.

If we talk about Honour among Thieves, do we
all, who are not thieves, always exercise that honour
ourselves? Do we all take care mot to'* famper
with" what is of sentimental value {o others?

A cup, a posteard, a photograph, or a paper-
weight® may be worth very little in the monetary
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sense'’, but in the eyes of'® the person who considers
1 of seutiineutal value it may be a priceleas posses-
sion. He keeps it with loving care, touches,
views", and kisses it every day, and shows it
proudly to his friends again and again., For it
represenls to him someone who is in some way as-
sociated with it*'—a relative or a friend, or a man
or woman whom he Joves or admires foi some reason
or other®,

What is of senfimental value can never be re-
placed®, 1t has no equivalent. Tt is unique®.
When it is lost or stolen, its owner might be willing
to pay a hundred times its worth® for its recovery.
But when it is spoilt or destroyed, well, nothing can
be substituted®. It is small wonder that? the lady
who kad been robbed and had her trinkets returned
to her inserted a paragraph in the newspaper to
thank the thieves.

After all®®, we ought not to have less homour
than thieves so far as what is of sentimental value
to others is concerned®,

[#] 1 Sentimental, {#%% k8. 2. notice, B4, 2 this, fEAE. 4.
cateh the eye of, 3. .. RE. 5. the men who entered the house of

, BLLURE (R AIAN. 6. trmbets, EBEE. 7. Henour, A
ﬁ, HH. 8. Ifit had not been for this, BE AR ER. 9. had her
personal trinkoets ratumed {o her, ﬁ)\iﬂﬁﬂnﬂ)\n{]rl\%,ﬁ,jm 10,
burglary, &%E. 11. on that acceunt, B I EKR. 18, concerned,
FicERsy. 13, had great comsuderation for, M. 14. take care
not to .., Bi¥B. ... 15 tamper with, §#8%. 16, paper-weight, KE
WA HEA. 17, may be worth very lLittle i the monetary sense, W
FRASHE ATt D. 18 in the eyos of, A...HW. 19, priceless
possession, MNP, 20. views, F. 21, 13 10 some way associated

with 1t, X HFEMEANF. 22. for seme reason or other, BT LM
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JH. 23.replaced, f£. 24 vnigue, X MAEEEYY. 5. a hundred times
its worth, H{FRERMA. 6. nothmy can be substituted, A/
WL RfE RSy, 27, It is smaill wendor that. ., .. ERARESM. 28
After all, BE. 29. so far a4...8 concerned, ¥, ..fia&

“WAYS!!I

“In his high-flying vanities?, his low-lying od-
dities®, what we ecall his ‘ways’ ’—Augustine
Birrell®. The ‘“ways’’ here is onc of a number of?
common words that do not seem to me to be capable
of being accurately translated. Reference® to some
dictionaries has given me the following further
examples.

has a wey of blinking.

has a little way of leaving his bills unpaid?,

Tt is only his wey®

After you get used te® his ways, you don’t care su

much,

V¥ell, I wonder whether it is common to say “‘I have
a way of. . % At any rale' I do nof think I have
ever found it written anywhere. The fact is per-
haps that ode hardly thinks ome has any ‘‘way”
at all

When you come to think of it however, we all
have our ‘‘ways’’. I myself have a way of reading
a few pages of a book and leaving it unread for
weeks, months, or even years, have a way of read-
ing a parauraph here and there'® in a book of ref-
erence” when I am looking for some information
that those paragraphs have nothing to do with",
have a way of writing letters very quickly and add-
ing one or two or even more postseripts'’, some-



T

times the latter'® oceupying more space than the
letler proper’, and have a way of keeping httle
pieccs of paper for writing short and very informal
messages o,

What are your ‘‘ways”’? Possibly youn have
some that I cannot even imagine. A collection of
essays by different authors on their “ways”’ would
doubtless'® form delightful reading'™

We say ‘‘It is only his way’’ when we mean to
excuse someone for a piece of strange or objection-
able* conduct. But of course® one should never
try to excuse onself by saying ‘It is only my way’’.
[i£) 1. Ways, B18; #. 2. vanities, [E5%. 2 oddities, ¥8. 4 Augus-
tige Birrell, MW SHE-ALRE, BE—~AL==4. J. 3 num-
ber of, FHF. 6. Reference, B (*Fit). 7. leavmmg his brlla unpaid,
FofthE 8 It is only hus way, IMRFEMMEE CRREHM). 9 get
used to, B . SRS, 10, At any rate, Ko, 11. When yeu
come to think of 1t, SR T~ 12, here and there, FHIR.
13. book of reference, BEH 14. bave nothing to do with, #I. -
M. 15 posteeripis, BIEF; A 16. the latter, #§ ““posteeripts”.
17, letter proper, fX49&IE. 14, doubtless, 4R, 10. reading, 4.
£0. objectionable, FIWED. E21. of course, HR. -

NEGATIVE HAPPINESS

It was in an essay by Hilaire Belloc' that I
found the expression® ‘‘negative happiness’”, by
which the aunthor evidently means the ‘happiness
of doing nothing or perhaps of worrying about
nothing. The ferm, however, has reminded me of®
something quite different that I should think
deserves it as well. I mcan the happiness not of
doing nothing but of not doing something® (I do
not say aemything®, mind you’).
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When it comes to' the question of happiness,
it is not always what one is doing but often what
one is not doing that matters’. For imstance™, T
am at this very moment writing. Whether T am
enjoying it or not does not concern us here. But
certainly I am having the pleasure of not walking
in rain, nor waiting al a windy"' railway station, nor
jostling in a crowded tram or bus, nor attending &
tiresome lecture, nor suffering from any other petty
trouble.

You sometimes feel sorry for not being able to
have a good time' of some sort or other'’, don’t
*you? Well, why not look at the negative side of
the guestion? Let us supposc that you are sorry
that youn cannot go to the theatre' this evening.
Just imagine the pleasure of not going to the theatre
by imagining the trouble of going to the theatre—
and coming home from if. Just imagine an evening
that you will pass in not standing in a long queune®,
nor sitting between a talkative boy and a tobacco-
smelling old man, nor hearing a tedious solilogquy™,
nor seeing a disgusting or ecreepy'’ scene', nor re-
turning home ftired and sleepy, nor fearing that you
cannot get up" early encugh the next morning.
Don’t you think such an evening a pleasan{ or jolly
one? o
Only yesterday a friend of mine entertained me
in a fashionable tea-house. I am thankful to him
for his kindness. But I am also thankful to him
for mot entertaining me today; for I really did
not like the stuffy?® room. Todavy my friend 13
entertaining me by not entertaining me.
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{#]) 1. Pilaire Belloe, RAEMAME, 4 &~ A-bT4e. 2. oxpres-
sion, 3. 3. remunded me of, #hIKME 4. az well, . 5. not downg
something, Jﬁmxt.g& anytoung, 3% “not domg anythmg" #E
TRl rrmma, RIRE, M1 “'not deing something” FH. 7. mind you, 3l
{r#e@. 5. When it comes to, 3®6; ¥iHr. 0. matters, WHRK; A
i, 10. For instance, #in, 11, windy, FWA. 12, have a good
time, JE¥E.  13. some sort or other, X% 14. go to the thealre,
(BIgISEE) BB 15. quoue, (RAMIZMIREY) —$A. 18, sor
Inloquy, $58. 17. ereepy, BRA&D; WAIHAS. 18, scenme, FF; WAL
15, get up, ER. 20. siuffy, RAMS R

w—— THE END ===
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