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EDITORIAL.

Tar CHrISTIAN CHURCH IN SZECHUAN.

~ Last month, we promised to return to the question of
*"One Christian Church in Szechuan’’. We propoze to do s0
in this number of the Nrws.  Not that we are prepared to
discuss the whole subject; hut because it is necessary to keep
this subject before our readers so that they may be getting
ready to take their share in the discussion of it that will come
up at the General Conference to be held in 1937. One dan-
ger in this matter is that it may be forgotten or laid aside until
just before the coming conference is to convene. [f thisisto
be the fate of the scheme, it would be better if the conference
were postponed; for the issues at stake are of such a serious
and vital concern that we cannot afford to scamp its pre-
paration. Nor é¢un we afford to neglect the preparation of
our own minds and hearts. o we urge one and all to think
and pray and discuss until we all gather together in confer-
ence.

It may be that the very simplicity of the scheme will
lead some to neglect it. Already we have heard the remark
that it is very similar to the =zechuan Christian Counecil. It
would be unfortunate if such an opinion obtained general
vogue. While this new proposal does not go very far, it does
get beyond the S.C.C. I}t calls for delegates from all the
Church Bodies in the Provinee; and it sets up a Council of
the Churches in Szechuan. It also recognizes Regional
Church Bodies and protects the Local Chuarches. In this re-
spect it is democratic. The General Conference at the start
is a very loosely organized body which is to meet once in five
years, ‘or upon vote of two-thirds of the Regional Bodies.
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This is certainly a mild form of organization and is not
likely to tread on anvone’s toes.

The Central Council is elected by the General Confer-
ence which is to be split into two sections—one operating in
and around Chungking, while the other is work in and
around Chengtu. This has the virtue of taking part of that
body and half of its work into the southern area of the Church.
It may at times cause difficulties of administration, and raise
questions as to the permanent location of the General See-
retary. But these difficulties surely can be overcome. This
Central Council isx to take over the work of the Szechuan
Christian Council. 1t is also proposed that the General Sec-
retary shall “‘be in attendance at all division and couneil
meetings.”” Much will depend upon the securing of an all-
time General Secretary. It mav prove wise to have two—
one Chinese and one missionary. The work of these officers
will increase with the growth of the Church. The financing
of these two officers will call for self-denial on the part of the
Regional Bodies; for they will need to allocate quite a part of
their available funds for union work. This is not easy to do
even when there is a sufficiency of money—in these days of
restricted budgets it needs a great amiount of grace to pinch
the local church in order to maintain the larger project in
any degree of efficiency. But it can be done, and it will be
done when there is one united church in this province.

A CounciIL oN LITERATURE.

There iz one point in this scheme where we venture to
dissent from the recommendation as sponsored by the =z:o-
chuan Christian Council. It is found under Suggested Pro-
cedure (5), and reads as follows:

““That with the Authority of the Advisory Board, the
Council publish the 1West China Missionary News, and a Chinese
periodical, as support and funds permit, iu the interest of the
Christian Church in Szechuan.”’

This brings up the whole question of Christian Literature
in West China. Ior some time past, the West China Relig-
ious Tract Society, which has for many years rendered a
great gervice to the Christian Movement in these three western
provinces, has been in a state of inactivity. 1t is not neeces-
sary to review the reasons for this condition of this sociely.
But it is emphatically urgent that this condition of affairs be
taken into serious consideration and some remedy or substi-
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tute found; so that the population of these three provinces
may be supplied with an outspoken literature whose chief
business shall be to direct the thought of men, women and
children to the living God. We are persuaded that this
work—that of preparing, publishing and cireunlating such
Christian literature— cannot be successfully undertaken by the
Central Council of the proposed Christian Chureh in Szechuan.
For this part of the Christian Program does not consist
merely of publishing the NkEws and a Chinese periodical; but
in organizing the literary ability of the church as it is dis-
covered in individunls, and in persuading or engaging these
persons to write Chiistian literature. Further, it consists in
getting such literazure printed and ecirculated. It requires
large sums of money with which to do this work; which
means it needs someone to secure subseriptions both within
and outside the Chureh. Indeed, this matter of Christian
literature is one of the larger concerns of the Church and
ought not to be left to the odds and ends of time which an
over-burdened secretary may be able to give to it. This
Literature Couneil should be the legitimate =ucce=sor of the
West China Religious Traet Society, and, as such, might
well publich the News and a Chinese Christian periodical.
Therefore we most earnestly urge that this whole enterprise
of Christian Literature be given over to a body of men and
woumen who, while independent of the Central Council, might
well report to it annually. If such an organization can be
formed and begin to function in the near future, we can see
no further use for the Advisory Board which has continued to
function for some time as the sponsor and publisher of the
West China Missionry News.  I1f we understand the mind of
that body—and we think we do—it will gladly hand over its
charge to a new and vigorous Couucil on Christian Litera-
ture.

Our New EpITor.

At a meeting held on February 28th, the Adrvisory
Board elected the Rev. Homer G. Brown of the United Church
of Canada Mission to the position of Editor of this paper, his
duties to begin with the Muay issue of the News. We con-
gratulate both the Board and Mr. Brown. The work of
editing the News is an “‘over-and-above’’ bit of work which
a missionary is called to render in the service of all the
missions at work in West China. This is what Mr. Brown
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has undertaken, although his schedule is more than full. Ouar
new chief does not come to this task lacking experience in
editorial work. Out on the Canadian prairies while in the
pastorate, Mr. Brown saw the importance, as a point of con-
tact with the community, of starting a church paper that
won for himy and his church the intervest and sympathy of
the community and reached out beyond the imniediate viein-
ity making friends here and there.

‘From the beginning of his missionary career, our friend
has kept in close tonch with the Christian Movement not only
in West China but throughout the Republic. While his own
immediate task has always claimed the major portion of his
time, he has reached out in sympathetic study to other fields
and knew what was going on there. In this way, he has
saved himself from becoming either parochial or provineial.
Jt iz such men who are wanted to the fore in union Christian
Movements; and we may be well assured that the Ngws will
continue to report all the many activities of our enterprise at
the came time as it seeks to understand and estimate the
pational life and thought of this people. We wish every
success to our new leader; and we especially seek for him the
same kindly cooperation which has been given to us during
the last two years.

Goop-ByYE.

For once the editor may be allowed to drop the editorial
““we’? and sit down and ehat with his constituency. He
simply wishes to say thanks for all the kindness and help
which he has received on every hand. Hardly once has he
been refused help in getting material for the paper. The
vears spent in this volunteer service have been among the
bhappiest and most fruitful of his three decades in West China.
There have been momenious changes both in the nation and
the chureh. One term of serviece was spent under the Em-
pire and was ended in the lurid months of the Revolution.
He was privileged to be in at the beginning of the West China
Union University. The stormy period of the Tuchuinate
followed the beginning of the revolution and did much to
.destroy the hopes of the Republic. Yuan Shi Kai’s attempt
to restablish the Monarchy failed with his death and confusion
became more confounded. The prolonged struggle between
the North and the South {an integral part in the history of
China) ended with the National Government established in
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Nanking. This was featured by the coming of Communism
to China and the end is not yet.

In and through all these ehanges, the Christian Move-
ment has forged its way. At timesit has been misinterpreted
and eriticised. Yet, at the present time the Church of God
in this country has more real influence than its numbers
would warrant one in declaring. 1t is still the yeast buried
in the meal. But in the national government and in a per-
vasive way it is steadily bringing about a regeneration of all
phases of life. We should never despair of the power of the
Gospel of Christ; for it is still the power of God unto salva-
tion, both in the national and individual life of this people.

So one ¢omnes to the end with a profound convietion of
the victory, at the long last, of Christianity in China. If this
is to be made a reality, it must mean a willingness and an
ability on the part of the Church of God to be ever ready to
gerap old methods of work, to bring the 1nte1p1etat10n of the
Truth of God up to date so that it may *‘be understanded of
the people.”” One can but envy the wonderful opportunity
of those who are in the midstream of the life of China and of
those who are just launching their barks. ‘‘The best is yet
to be.” Qnce more, good bye.

THE CHURCH IN THE TRIBES COUNTRY.

““\VATCHMAN, TELL US OF THE NIGHT.”’
Report of a Journey to Weikiw, Lifan, Tzagulao, October, 1935.

At the request of the Chinese Church Missionary Society,
the writer undertook a journey intoe the Tribes Country, to
investigate the condition of the AMissionary Society work and
to report back how many of the Christians had been killed
during the Communist occupation and what were the ecircum-
stances of the survivors. Mr. Deng Wei-han, of Lifan, who
escaped before the Reds arrived, Mr. Chao, an employee of
the Press, and the writer comprised the party going in, and
the first- mentloned remained at Lifan when we set out on our
return journey.

We left Chengtu on September 27th and arrived back
again on Thursday evening, October 17th, having been away
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exactly three weeks. War conditions were evident the
moment we lelt Kwanhsien. Thousands of soldiers and
coolies were comning and going, the great majority earrring or
escorting food and supplies to the front. The houses and
inns along the way were all stripped of their furniture, beds,
tables and bandengs, as well as all wood partitions having
been used by the ruthless soldiery for fuel. Consequently
most of the time slept in the open air, as the roof and sup-
porting poles were all that remained of the habitations. We
noted terrible odors of dead bodies on the siopes of Yang-
tzeling, near Yinshuwan, and elsewhere. Disease had followed
in the track of the Reds and thousands of people were sick
with dygentery and typhus. Refugees and coolies who dropped
in their tracks were simply heaved over the bank unburied
and only the smell from below revealed that there was a
corpse nearby. Butwe had to walk over four or five who had
Just dropped on the road and who had not vet received the
usual rough and ready disposal.

At Wenchwan we found JMr. Torrance’s chapel occupied
by military, who had transformed it into a teashop und re-
staurant. There was considerable evidence of abuse of
their position by soldiers, for in many places trade was in
their hands—ihey were the only people who could get in
supplies and they brought them in with army convoys. On
the west bank of the Min River the Reds had pushed south
nearly as far as Shwan-keo, below Yinshuwan. On the east
bank, however, they were not able to penetrate below Ban-
chiao, 20 Ii south of Weikiu. Here was our first view of the
complete devastation wrotight by the Reds. ISvery house was
burnt. On one side of the guleh were trenches of the govern-
ment troops. On the other those of the Reds. The luatter
were placed much higher on the hillside, and to my amateur
eye anyway appeared better constructed than the otliers.
Once inside the former Red lines, we saw innumerable
inscriptions and earvings. The propaganda bureau of the
Reds must have worked overtime, for in the 150 7 of former
Red territory that we walked through we saw thousands of
inseriptions, posters and deeply-cut slogans on stone.  livery
mud wall was used for white paint inseriptions and for past-
ing posters in red, blue and black ink. Kvery gravestone ur
flat rock had a deeply-cut message calling on the people w
rise against their oppressors and join the Red erusade. IEven
village between Banchiao and Weikiu was burnt.

Weikiu was a scene of complete desolation. It was burnt
by Gen. Liu’s soldiers, when they fled from the city with-
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out fighting on the advent of the Reds from Maochow. Con-
sequently the Communist troops when they first arvived in
Lifan and Tzagulao took advantage of this fact to falsely state
that they never burnt towns and that the devastation at
Weikiu was wrought by the soldiers. But in other parts of
Szechwan they had already burnt scores of towns and when
they had to evacuate the Lifan valley, they ruthlessly destroy-
ed the people’s homes and dumped into cesspools such surplus
food as they could not carry off. '

We visited the Mission property in Weikiu, and found
it cultivated and a native woman gathering the erop. Took
a snap of the field where several years ago we had some good
mission buildings. The adjoining plot of land housed the
Mohammedan mosque. At the time our property was swept
by the flood that likewise was devastated, but the Moham-
medans a vear ago rebuilt their mosque, only to have it now
completely destroyed by fire. We had nothing to lose on
this last occasion.

While en route to Lifan from Weikiu we met Ren Lao
Iirr, second son of Mr. RRen, of Tzagulao. whom his mother
had commissioned to go to Chengtu to call the eldest borx
home to help the family., Westopped the boy and told him
to come back with us to Lifan, and along the way he told
how his father had delayed flight from Tzagulao till too late.
The whole family had crossed over the mountains and ran
out of food. The father and two boys went ahead to find
food. XNear Gen Dao Chiao, below Yinshuwan, they fell into
the hands of some Reds.  Government troops fired on them
and the boys had an opportunity to hide in the brush. Ar.
Ren and other Chinese were held by the Leds and taken to
Hoping, a Chiang village opposite Wenchwan, where five or
six of them were put to death. A man by the name of Yuin,
of Tzagulao, had joined the Lcds, and accused several of
them, ineluding Mr. Ren, of being opposed to Communism.
The boys ran across a Wasze tribesman who took pity on
then and hid them in his house for six weeks till an advance
of the soldiers enabled them to leave their hiding place and
follow the troops in their advance to Tzagulao. Meantinie
the mother and two girls had also fallen into Red hands, who
took all decent clothes they had. With only a few rags they
gradually found their way back to Tragulao and remained
there under the leds till the advance of the regular troops
brought back to them the two boys. When leaving Tzagulao
the Communists destroyed the whole town, and afterwards
Mrs. Ren, her mother-in-law and four children found shelter
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in 8 small lean-to about 6x8§ feet in size. 'While carrying his
little brother over the mountains on his back, Ren Lao Err
had developed a sore on his ankle. He was certainly in no
condition to walk to Chengtu, so when we arrived at Chang-
hoba, eight I below Lifan, where Chang, the Christian ex-
silversmith was running an inn, we told him that he was to
rest his foot and not go with us to Tzagulao, as we hoped his
mother would leave that place and join him at the Chang
home. Chang Mong Ling was one of the first baptized Chris-
tians in Lifan and at 58 is now getting rather feeble. Pastor
Mao, Wu Hen Kiu and several other Chinese in Chengtu,
have formed a little syndicate to buy and develop this flat
at Changhoba. They expected to lay it out with Awachiao
trees and ereeted a substantial inn on the property, the in-
.come from which they thought wonld help carry the expenses
till the trees began to bear. Mao had put Chang in as
manager of the property and imn. Buat the Red invasion
ruined evervthing. Some retreating soldiers of the 2Sth
Army carried off all of the inn’s pukais. Then came the
Reds and paid but little attention to Chang. The inn was
the only house in the vicinity and the Reds passing up and
down usually paid for what theyr took. In faet, their dis-
cipline was better than the regular troops. They had a
wonderful organization, thousands of followers who were
divided imto labor corps, girl and boy guides, carpenters,
tsaohai and sock makers (women with up-to-date knitting
machines) , ete. After the Reds left came the regulur troops
again and they helped themselves to whatever they wanted
——Dboards, beds and bandengs for fuel, etc.— and never thought
of paying for anything.

Just across the road from the inn is Pastor Mao's grave.
It is nicely arranged, with a stone wall around it. They had
a big white stone over the little gate into the enclosure. [
told Mr. Chang that I hoped they would replace the white
stone with a white cross, as the former was symbolie to all
the people nearby of the Chiang religion, and the natives
would think the grave had been erected for one of their
number. Mr. Chang said that the advent of the Reds had
prevented their completion of the grave plot and that they
intended to put a white cross over the door. I discussed
with him the matter of a suceessor to Mr. Mao and he said
the chureh members hoped that the Missionary Society would
appoint an experienced man to take up the work. Also that
the ehurch building would be rebuilt.

We asked Mr. Chang about the fate of the church
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members, and he told us that a number had been killed by
the Communigts and most of the survivors were down with
disease. .

Cheo Dah Fu, whose home was near the Girls School,
was accused by the Reds, who took him to Tzagulao. They
algo stripped the house. The wife drowned herself in the
river and the last seen of her husband he was being forced to
carry for the Reds. He is probably dead, not having been
heard of since. Mr. Cheo had been a church member for
about seven years.

Chao Dah Wu. Carried on a small business and had
been a church member for about three years. He escaped,
but heard that his older brother had been taken prisoner by
the Reds, so came back to try and effect his release. By
degrees he paid over to the Reds every bit of silver and goods
he had, but all to no avail. The two brothers and six other
men were taken to the middle of a bridge in the night, bound
hand and foot and thrown into the river. = Neither of the Chaos
were seen again, but weeks later one of the eight came out of
hiding. He had been thrown in with the others, but drifted on
shore and was able to cut the ropes on the rocks and take
shelter with friends. The darkness was a godsend, as the
Reds did not suspeet that anyone could possibly live after being
cast in. '

Chang Ching Su, a backslider, who had recently gone
into the opium business, was executed by the Reds.

Chang Houg Shwen, painter and carpenter, five years a
church member and did most of the work on the church.
Taken by the Reds and never seen since. Probably executed
by the night squad.

Chang Lan Gai, over sixty years of age, was a church
member at Tzagulao for seven or eight years. Was a good
man and had gone to some expense educating his son at
Chengtu, but the latter had turned out badly, was an opium
smoker and refused to pay any attention to his father’s
admonitions. Son had married and had a couple of children.
The son was first captured by Reds, and thinking to save his
own life, accused his father of having worked in the yamen
and gave away his hiding place. It must have been a bitter
drop in the father’s cup of woe.that his son betrayed him.
The father was first cut down with a sword and then be-
headed. The son was also executed, so his base conduct
availed him nothing.

Kia Ih Hwei, old church member at Tzagnlao, and for-
merly the local kaichen, was twice beaten severely by the Reds,
dying after the second punishment.
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Yang Chin Yuin, a Rong living at the Bah Shih Lao
kiaitze, and a hsioh-tu who has no idols in his home, escaped
himself, but thirteen members of his household were killed
by the Reds, including his wife. His two small children hid
under a cupboard for three days till the Red soldiers left, and
are now here in Chengtu with Mr. Yang.

With Mr. Ren included, somne eleven people connected
with the church have been put to death, and many others
have suffered greatly though still alive.

Old Mr. Wu Yuin Hsin, 65 years of age, one of our
oldest church members, together with his wife over 50 years
of age, were both foreced to carry for the Reds. Mr. Wuo is
very ill practically at the point of death, and we gave him
$10 to buy alittle food. It was heart-rending to see so many
people—young as well as old—just crawling around from the
after effects of disease. However, several of those who were
in better condition, walked the ten # to Changhoba from
Lifan and took part in the sacramental service held there be-
fore we left. .Had several services while at the inn, speaking
once on the True Vine (John 10: 1-21) and the necessity of
bearing fruit. Reminded the silversmith of the heartwarm-
ing time we experienced when sixteen or seventeen vears ago,
‘he and four other were baptized, I was present on that
occasion. The years had slipped by. Mr. Mao had been
faithful in his ministry. How about the church members?
Had they been fruitbearers or were they only cumbering the
ground? Mr. Mao was dead, Pastor Ren had been killed by
the Reds. Who was the Elisha who was to take up the
mantle of Elijah and care for the little flock left in Lifan?
We had been somewhat disappointed in the smallness of the
effort made by the church members in the support of the
church. Ifthey expected help from the members of the Meh
Dao Hweiin rebuilding the church, they would certainly need
to chow more evidence of being in earnest and of a willingness
to sacrifice for the cause of Christ. If the surviving church
members of l.ifan and Tzagulao were inspired by the spirit
of Jesus, out of the ruins of the old church would yet arise a
living epistle read and known of all men because of the man-
ifestation of His loving spirit working in their hearts. Eight
took part in the sacrament. Gave out $42 in relief at Lifan.

On Sunday I had intended staying in Changhoba till
Tuesday morning, but heard that the troops had retreated
‘towards Tzagulao, and were now at Errdaochiao, only thirty
i distant. If I were to see Mrs. Ren and visit Tzagulao, it
behoved me to get busy. So I inforined the carriers that we
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would leave at daybreak Mondayx, spend Tuesday at Tzagulao
and return to Changhoba on Wednesday. Next morning
passed through a scene of the utmost desolation at Lifan.
First came to Pastor Mao’s home outside the city.  Only part
of the garden was recoguizable and here we found Mrs. Mao’s
grave. She had died during the Red occupation, word was
sent to Chang Mong Ling and he had gone into the city and
buried her, as he had her husband at Changhoba. Onevery
hand we were informed that Mr. Mao regarded Chang as
though he were his own son. Took a picture of the pile of
rubble that formerly was Mr. Mao’s nice little home. Went
on into town and could not have told where the church had
stood, 80 monotonously similar were the half-standing walls
and piles of debris. Also visited the back street, where the
girl’s «chool property was, and took pictures of each place.
Had atalk with Pen Hsien-chang, who seemed quite interested
in the church, and said that he would provide lumber in the
hills if we would talke it away and rebuild. He had already
had a large number of treescut down. {(Pen Hsien-chang has
since died of dicease.)

Most of the villages between Lifan and Tzagulao were
burnt by the Reds, but a few houses had escaped at Weikwan,
so we stopped there on Monday night. As there was no ac-
commodation in Tzagulao, we left our stuff at Weikwan and
travelled light to Tzagulao on Tuesday morning, first visiting
the Lumasery, where the chordun and most of the buildings
huad been destroyed. Found about one hundred lamas wander-
ing disconsolate about the ruins. Some forty had been killed
or died of disease, among them Wang Lama, who formerly
stayed at the Press, and alsoone of the Da Lamas who visited
the city a year or two ago. The older one—well over seventy
years of age~—was still alive however. =aw several wounded
famas who had been injured in the fighting with the Com-
munists.

Then proceeded through the Chinese town and across the
stream to the native village known as Yin Pan Gai. Both
Liad been ruthlessly destroyed. Fouad Mrs. Ren and family
in a little shack behind the chapel property. They ouly had
a few kitehen utensils and a tattered pula/.  Six people living
in a room not more than 6 x Sfeet. Her face showed signs of
grief and wretchednes: and she wept as she told liow Mr. Ren
had gaid they must be ready to be cross-bearers for Christ,
but she had not anticipated that it would end thus in sudden
death for him and distress and suffering for the childven.
We told Mrs. Ren that Chang Mong Ling was willing to have
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them stay with him at Changhoba, which was less exposed
than Tzagulao, and that we thought she should move the
family there. She asked that we send back the big boy who
was resting his foot at Changheba. as he could earry stuff for
the family. We took a picture of the family in front of the
chapel site and left the little group feeling the inadequacy of
human words to comfort in such sorrow. Only Jesus can fill
such a void as that. We gave $25 to Mrs. Ren to provide for
immediate family needs. (Her youngest child has since died
and Ren Lao Err is ill.) '

Then went to the home of Ch’en Kia Siang, who used to
assist Mr. Ren in his night school. Found him very ill.
Gave him 85.00 for food. Then saw Kia Kai Ming, Kia Ib
Hwei’s son, who with wife and children were living in the
rear of their burnt house. He told us how his father had
been beaten twice and died after the second one. His wife is
the older sister of Mr. Chao, of the Press, who travelled with
me, and who shed tears of sympatby as his sister told of the
hardships they had undergone. We left some money here
also. Back at Weikwan that evening we met Yang Chin
Yuin, who had come to seeus. We had a little prayer meet-
‘ing that evening—Yang, Deng, Chao and myself. Read
John 14 and 1 Cor. 15. Yang’s estimate of the numbers of
the Reds agreed with that of Chang Mong Ling. Both men
said that Hsii Siang Chien’s forces were about 80,000, and
those of Chu and Mao from Yunnan about 80,000. Hsii had
lived in Ren’s house while in Tzagulao. The Communists
had used the l.ifan ehapel for a Red Guides’ Schocl till they
evacuated -and burnt the town.

Yang Chin Yuin urged us to visit his village, Bah Shih
Lao, on our way back to Changhoba the next morning. We
consented and arrived there after a stiff climb up the moun-
tainside of about fivels. He has a good house there and with-
out any idols, and expressed his willingness to throw it open
for worship if we would send a man there. Said that the
lamas were discred ited in the district, as they had con-
sulted the oracles about the eoming of the Reds and announced
positively that they would not get to Tzagulao. It would be
a long time before Lamaism regained its strength and now
was a good time for the Gospel message. He showed me the
spot outside his house where thirteen of his people had been
killed by the Communists.

Passing through Lifan on the way back to Changhoba,
we called on the two widows of the Chao brothers, Ther
were crowded in equalid quarters with their children and
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surrounded by a swarm of soldiers living in the same pre-
mises. Deng Wel Han told us the children had attended
Sunday School regularly and loved to sing. We exhorted the
two women to fetch up the children as Christians and gave
them 85.00 for food.

Then called on Wang Kia Ruh, who was in a very weak
condition from typhus. Meng Lii-chang, the commander in
Lifan, was living in his house, whieh was one of the few that
escaped the conflagration.

Had my last meeting with the Lifan church members
Thursday evening, at Changhoba. Environment there was
certainly not conducive to spiritvality, the service were
held with carriers and soldiers crowding around, and being
an inn, one could not demand privacy. As, however, the
onlookers generally respected our meeting and did not talk
unduly loudly, we thanked God for the opportunity and
sought the Holy Spirit’s aid to give us the message best suited
to the needs of the members. We felt it had been worth
while however, and next morning started off for Dong Men
Wai, where Mr. Torrance's little church edifice was located.

It is not in the province of this report to go into this
work in detail, but before closing miight mention that while the
membership here had suffered severely, in that some sixteen
bad been killed by the Reds or died of disease, the village
and church had not been destrored—only looted by the Reds
and a small sum of money would put the chureh in good
condition. We found the Christians standing up nobly and
Go Chwen Gang, son of one of the dead workers,-himself
preaching in two villages every Sunday. Another native was
preaching in two other villages. This without pay.

This brings me up against a problem that hus been a
handicap to the Lifan work. The church members have
asked for a qualified man to take Mr. Mao's place. The faet,
however, that Mr. Mao was in receipt of a salary of $30 per
month, while most of the people in Lifan consider &10 a
month a good income, inclined them to let the whole burden
of the church rest on the prstor. He was rich— he could pay
for the chapel current expenses. When in distresx instead
of the members helping one another, they all looked to Mr.
Mao and almost all of them at some time or other had been
helped financially by him. He was kept poor by this constant
drain on him. So while he lived a sacrificial life, very few
of them understood or practised it—and the $3( salary to Mr.
Mao was the great stumbling block in the way of spiritual
development of most of them. If a really consécrated evangel-



14 THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS

ist was willing to go to Lifan and devote his life 1o that needy
people, he would have a much better chance of leading them
to practise real devotion to the cause of Christ. Mr. Deng
Wei-han has promised to kegp us informed of the progress of
the work and we shall doubtless hear from him soon.

There is a great opportunity to « worker who is willing
to itinerate among the Kiarong villages and Mr. Deng has
shown real ability in that direction. If we should send in
another worker, it may be advisable to have him minister to
the Lifan members and let Mr. Deng move to Bahshihlao as
a centre for work among the tribespeople. Bahshihlao is
Mr. Yang Chin Yuin’s village. There is also a native viliage
about ten I from Tzagulao where is the home of a church
member named Yang (or Bao) and whose people are also
favorably inclined to the Gospel. The destruction of our two
churches situated in a population mainly Chinese mayx in-
dicate a leading towards emphasizing our work amongst the
Kiarong. That Resurrection victorv may characterize the
immediate future of our work in the Tribes Country is our
praver. There have been martyrs of the Cross during the
last few months, May the seed sown in blood bear abundant
fruit in the davs to come.

NoTE.—Since the above was typed Mr. Deng has been
ill and came back to Chengtu, where he has been in hospital.
Christians from Ganchi, Dong Men Wai and Lifan et at
Changhopa and celebrated Christmmas together. Mr. Deng
distributed clothing to the needy ones. He is now somewhat
better and we hope will be able to return soon to his very
difficult field.

THE WORK AmoxesT THE CH'TANG.

Euxcerpt from a letter to Rev. T. Torrance.

Now as to Dong Men Wai in general. I arrived there
on a Friday afternoon from Lifan. At Taotzeping en route,
1 had seen U lao-bao, the man with a large growth on his
neck. The Reds had used his house for a military kitchen,
putting in four or five huge ko’s, which thex had later torn
out on leaving. Allthe furniture of the hours had been «trip-
ped and the place was a wreck. He said he was facing
starvation, 8o I gave him $2 of the 815 in my possession. At
Dong Men Wai found Go Chwen Gang, Mo Isioh Hsin and
others. Chen Wen Bing was away. He is acting as twan-
dzong and busy superintending transport of rice by native
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earriers for the army. (Most of the able-bodied natives are
engaged in this military transport.) Mo Hsioh Hsin and
his wife were occupying a little room adjoining a water mill
owned by Chen Wen Bing. The Dong Men Wai people gave
Mo three dea of corn, and I personally gave him $10, so he
should not be so dependent on them hereafter. Friday even-
ing had a niee little service with Go and others, reading
Revelations 7: 9-21. Was glad I was on that side of the
river, for every house on the south bank is occupied nightly
by soldiers, and the three services 1 had at Chang Ho Pa
were all marred by crowds of non-Christians, who however
behaved fairly decently. At Dong 3en Wal not an outsider
and the atimosphere therefore much more conducive to the
presence of the Holy =pirit. Five Bibles had been buried at
Dong Men Wai, and were dug up after the Reds had left.
But the fire at Tzagulao and Lifan had wiped out every thing,
so that the only scriptures were those I had bronght with me.

On Saturday 1 went over to the church. Found that it
was in fair condition, apart from the fact that some of the
ban dengs, etc., had been uszed hy the Reds for fuel. T took
a picture of the Red inscriptions on the compound wall. A
relatively small amount would put the church in good condi-
tion. Compared with Lifan, where the church property, the
school property and Mao’s home are all absolutely destroyed,
Dong Men Wai has escaped very lightly. Saturday had a
meeting with the Christians again and told them that you,
and Go Ping San and Hwang Lao-ber who had already been
called higher, would trust them to carry on. Gave them the
remaining $13, for division amongst the needy. Read Acts
6: 1-7, appointment of Stephen and others, and then Go said
that he would be responsible for preaching at Dong Men Wal
and Taotzeping, while he had appointed Ken Kai Sen (did
not get this name very clearly, but man had scar on forehead,
20 perhaps you can place him) to assist him in ministering
to Bulandsen and Qirr. In matters of oversight in general
Hwang Han Chin and he would be responsible. We ran
briefly over the membership roll, and the following were
those who had passed throught tribulation:

Go Ping =San, killed at Weichow. He had escaped, but
his wife was i1l and he wanted to look after her. Moreover,
he Lknew that an U Twandzong had run away and that the
Reds had killed both his wife and daughter, after violaiing
the latter, and he did not want a similar oceurrence in his
home. So he surrendered to the Reds and was taken to Wei-
chow and executed. No one had been able to find the details
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of what happened, as the majority of the executions were
carried out secretly at night and the victims thrown into the
river. His death was really sacrificial and probably saved
the lives of the rest of the family.

Go Ping Suan’s wife later died of illness.

Hwang Gweh Ch’en, carried off by the Reds, bound bands
behind back, to Lifan, and not seen afterwards. Pro-
bably killed by night squad.

Hwang Tai Ming and wife (son of above) both dead of
diseaze. (People are dying like flies from typhus and
dysentery, both of which are epidemic).

Hwano Kia Chen carried off by Reds, probably executed.
Yang U Ling, caxr)ed off by Reds, plOb’Lb v executed.

Wang Chen-=i, old lady of 70, killed by Reds.

Ch’en Gweh Chen, son of Ch’en Wen Bing, carried off
and probabiv killed by Reds.

Hwang Tai Heo (Bulandsen), husband and wife, dead
of disease.

Gen Bsiu Gwang (Long Chi Kiai), taken by Reds.

Gen Chwan Fu

Ch’en Mong Sen (Wa-go), dead of disease.

Yang Yao Wu (Long Wo Kiai}, killed by Reds.

Ch’en Deh Teai (Wa-tieh-bi), dead by disease.

Wang Gin Pang (Tsehto), Killed by, Reds.

I was asked to mention to you that U T"ing Chong, both
father and son, blacksmiths, not chureh members, had been
killed by the Reds.

{io Chwen Gang on Saturday brought down from his
village a lot of firewood, some corn-meal and some potatoes,
also a rooster, the latter which he insisted on presenting to
me. On Sunday noon I ate a bit of it and presented the
balance to the church members for their own mical, as I was
puk han ist to take anything of their poverty. Had not seen
a chicken cince I left Kwanhsien, and the Tled had denuded
the country of all live stock, Where he got this rooster from
I dow’t know. They were as scarce as diamonds. West of
Weikiu and Maochow on the north bank of the To River,
from Weichow to Weikwan (near Tzagulao) there were only
950 soldiers, all the rest being concentrated on the south
bank. On October 10th Liao Lii-charg, of the 21st Army,
speaking at a public gathering at Hsiachwang, urged the
Ch’iang on the north side to evacuate all the old folks, women
and children, as the generaliz<imo’s orders were to hold only
the sonth bank and they were afraid that the Reds in Lubhua
might cut across the divide and descend the Dong Men Wui
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valley. A rush message came through in envelope from the
north addresszed to the commander at Tunghwa. On outside
were muarked three X-es, which indicated that it was very
important and must be hurried on at once. Ch’en Bing Ling
was frightened badly and Go Chwen Gang was white. It
locked as though the military had no intentions of defending
the north bank. While Gen. Chiang Kai Shih is ordering a
general offensive on all cides, the rotten military are all ready
tn retreat and putting the native auxiliaries in the front line
while they take it easy.

Sunday had a very helpful sacramental service with the
church members—sixteen of whom were present. I read
Romans 8: 31-39, 2 Tim. 4: 1 8, 1 Peter 5: 1-4. Hwang
Han Ch’in and Go assisted in passing round the elements.
After the meeting 1 had a talk with Hwang Han Ch’in. He
told me that he had been carried off by the Reds and expected
to be led out to execution. He had prayed about it and fell
asleep. The Red guard wakened him and ordered him to
come out. He thought his hour had come and went out.
But they then said, ‘“You are free. You can go home.”
Quite astonished he went back. Several times they bothered
him a lot, taking away stuff, and had one of their wireless
transmitting sets installed in his house for & month. They
told him they had five or six of these. But otherwise they
left him alone. He asked me what 1 thought of the -Com-
munist movement. Itold him that while there was much that
was selfish in Western civilization and T agreed with the Reds
that it had its faults, vet their remedies were worse than the
disease and a society founded on hatred could not possibly
endure,—its foundation was rotten. Go Chwen Gang reported
that he and Hwang had decided that the best thing they
could do with the 818 was to buy two dan of cornmeal and
divide it among those who were most in need. Thirteen
people got varying amounts of cornmeal, as per Chinese list
herewith. When I left Dong Men Wai, Go, Hwang and five
or six others escorted me a little way along the road, and
before we parted we stopped and had prayer together. They
seenied to be really helped by my visit and very appreciative
and I believe they will do their best to shepherd the flock in
their vieinity.

Go Chwen Gang and Hwang are two good men, both of
whom T think feel called of God to carry on the work, I
told them they had lots of friends praying for them.and that
I was sure God would bless them in their efforts.
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Note—Since typing the above, Mr. Torrance’s colporteur
Chen Bing-ling, has taken sick and died, and another,
Ong, has been ill. Laborers are needed in the vineyard,
but those going take their lives in their hands, for the
plagues of Egypt seem to be let loose.

“THROUGH THE SANDALWOOD DOOR”
BY

DrypEN LiNstEy PHELPS

In winter’s first flurry of flying snow our motor-bus
churned out of Chengtu, leaving a group of friends and col-
leagues very dear to us. At such times, the meaning of one’s
human experience comes into sharp relief-—a sort of condensed
scenario of the heart. Our dominrant impression, as we drew
away from that circle, was, that of blessed and precious things,
friendship is the crown. For in it the heart and mind best
may grow, the Kingdom of God become a living reality.

Then for two days and a half our lumbering lorry dragged
its body through the ruts of mountain roads like a weary
dragon. And while we swayed along with clods almost up
to the windows—like waves at the gunwales of an over-laden
vessel—all along the road’s side were meticulously piled rock-
heaps ready to be strewn. Thousands of hands had stacked
these crushed stones that they might be measured before being
scattered on the road. Gangs of singing labourers tugged at
huge stone rollers, not a whit differently, I amn sure, from
those in the days of Darius.

Over paved highwavs and viaduets of intricate engineering
we swept at last into Chungking, in the evening. The 1929
Chungking of my recollection was a sprawling filthy Chinese
city flung with its skein of twisted alleys over the hills. But
this was a city of winding boulevards filied with whirling
motors of every description; splendid street lights, gloved
and uniformed alert policemen (many of them middle school
students), magnificent buildings. The transformation is
amazing. And the whole place has the zest and verveof San
Francisco. The energy behind all this found expression ib
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the line of the hymn printed on King George’s Memorial
Service program: ' FOR ALL THE SAINTS WHO FroM THEIR
LaBours REsT”’.

Mr. Garrett, chief officer of Butterfield & Swire’s Kin-
tang said that within the Iast two months or so his company’s
ships had brought up four hundren cars and trucks, and
taken down six hundred tons-of £’ung oil. Think what the
enterprizing Chinese merchant (paradoxical combination of
adventurous Yankee and cautious Jew)} would do unfettered
by military morons!

In Ichang we called on all the anchored gunboats; all,
1 mean, save the French pocket craft. When we drew along-
gide, the red- be‘nded admiral merely granted permission te
view Uexterieure. ‘‘But we can do that without vour per-
mission,”’ I murmured. The Japanese were most gracious.
Their two diminutive rock gardens seemed anomalous amid
all that armour-plate. A voung collegiate lieutenant showed
a8 around the immaculate GNaT, and we drank iced lemonade
aboard the U.S.S. GUAM-efﬁcient]y protecting big business
below the Socony reservoirs.

“China the Land of Surprises’’ I thought, as we walked
through the red-roofed salt go-downs to come upon a lovely
southern colonial mansion, built by somebody with imagin-
ation and pocket-strings. There our California friends, Mr.
and Mrs. Jozeph Eavle Spencer, of the Salt Administration,
served tea and showed us miniature models of every sort of
Yangtge river craft - his hobby - made from photographs,
memory, and reality by a Chinese carpenter: twenty-one
different kinds. On the way home we visited the shops
where these clever crooked-tailed junks are carved out (let
no lover of water and sails miss them). Now I know why
my dog had a twisted tail: so he could go round a sharp
corner]

The winter journey from Hankow to Peiping reminded
me of Central India’s desolate wastes; and oh, the utterly
dreary earth-walled hamlets and cities. The only frisky
thing discernable on the landscape was a cart hitched to a
bullock, a donkey, aud a mule. Before the train came near,
it was loaded with gay, red-breeched peasants. At sight of
the stearn dragon the ill-assorted trio moved with one esprit,
pirouetting the riders in clouds of dust.

Then Peiping! 1 went as Dr. Porter’s guest to hear
Professor Radecliffe-Brown, anthropological-sociologist of the
University of Chicago, speak at the Monday Night Club on
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Village Life in China. He claims that nobody knows much
about the real village life of China, neither the Chinese stud-
ent nor the foreigner; nor ean information be gleaned from
any books. He thinks that China, in the great mass of her
village life, is not appreciably ehanging in busic structure; that
the much- hera]ded transformations are Sp(—‘ctabu]al‘ but 6n
the surface. He believes that China has “‘lasted’’ so long
because of the clan organization of her life in the villages,
based on integrated family relationships; that this is not
being affected in any degree today, so that there is solid
ground for supposing that China will earry on in her basie
social structure. This, he finds, isin marked contrast to the
movement in the west of family disintegration which began
before Christ and which bas tended towards individualism,
with inevitable change in social organization. So, when the
passing fever of Japan, and the other medern innovations of
today, shall bave become incidents of yesterday, China in her
vast basic structure will be much the same. That evening
Radcliffe-Brown sounded very convincing, but the next day
I wondered. For the inventions and innovations are de-
creasing the old devastating population-chrecks; China’s pop-
ulation is increasing faster than Kurope’s. What will happen
to ‘‘basie structure’” when the balance between mouths and
food-supply is destroyed?

That night we slept in the Porters’ home with its Chinese
courts and latticed windows. Outside, what a silhounette!
white moonlight on eilver snow against black shadows cast

by curving roof-lines.

WHAT I HAVE LEARNED FROM THE STUDENTS.

WaLrace Wane

In the Chinese history there has never been such a crit-
ical time as it is now, namely the internal distress and the
foreign aggression from the Japanese militarismi.  All these
have made the students dissatisfied with the present sitnation.
This is a common complaint that the youth are never satis-
‘fied with the world they live in and surely it is a good sign
for the progress of this age. The vastness of the land and



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 21

great population of the people and disorder of the community
are the hardest things to be faced.

Let me give you a sketch of the stream of the Chinese
students’ thought in the last 15 years. This will help us to
face the problem properly. ,

We may all remember the “‘New Culture Movement’’
started in Peking under the leadership of Dr. Hu Shih and
Chen Tu Shu in 1919. It was a big blow to the awakening
of the long-depressed youth. Before this period the students
were filled with humility and self-distrust, this was the result
of the foreign pressure and autocracy through the Manchu
regime. The new day had been opened and new freedom
was given to build up a new nation by the efforts of the youth.
The youth voices were carried on everywhere in building up
a new type of the Chinese culture which would make a better
condition in China. It was a great tide which never stopped
in the minds of the students. The saddest thing which
happened in this period was that all the weaknesses of China
were blamed too much on the other people  In other words
they put the responsibility on the outsiders rather than on
themselves. They were given freedom but too much of it
spoiled the genuiness of the youth spirit. At any rate we
never can deny that a great coniribution has been made
toward the process of building up new China by their effort.

Now the much bigger blow happened five years ago, that
makes even a greater change in the life and thought of the
students. That is the Mukden incident and the inability of
the League of Nation to deal with this situation. China is
Jeft, alone and helpless to solve her own problems. Now the
students all are discouraged and no longer try to depend
on the forces from other countries as they hoped to before,
rather than to jdentify themselves with the issues. The stud-
ent is no more talking against other countries and their own
officials, they all come back to find the solution starting from
their own lives. This is the most hopeful sign of new China
today. In other words the students are repenting and trying
to be born again before they can make their best contribu-
tion to help this nation. This is why the ‘‘New Life Move-
ment’’ is very popular and influencial among the students
all over China.

Under the present stuation the situdents are challenged
by three, things, namely: Communism, Militarism and Chris-
tianity. As the communistic campaign is still carried on in
several parts of China and not approved by most of the stud-
ent now, yet ‘‘the spirit of the communisi is fast spreading
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in the minds of the youth. Its social passion, its sacrifical
spirit and its methodical efficiency’™’ still eateh the imagina-
tion of the youth. Two vears ago when I was in Peiping a
friend of mine told me that the most thoughtful, brilliant and
earnest students have joined the communistic party. It has
a definite programme to the thirsty youth. I believe those
who are in the party now, against the central gov’t, un-
doubtedly have the same deep passion for the welfare of the
people in this nation. Some times we are unfair to criticise
their communistic mindedness when the society is not fairly
managed. We must syvmpathize with them and guide them
from the way of hatred to the narrow door of Love. The
end must justify means.

Secondiy, the militarism has caught the minds of the
young people. Since the North China’s situation has become
acute, the rapid growth of the military spirit has occupied
most of their minds. Personally I have had that same
struggle in my mind for some time last Winter. It is especi-
ally hard for the Christian students to draw the conclusion
to say "‘ves’’ or ‘‘no’’. In the last Spring Conf., and the
rural campaign, we tried for a means of s=olving this dilemma.
Two things we tried to do, namely to build up a national
consciousness among the masses with a friendly spirit and to
encourage the practice, of a higher standard of morality of
the people. This we believe in a long run is the wayx to build
up a good and strong nation in the big family. Many friends
may not understand why the students are so keen about the
militarism, It is not easy either to prove or to disprove the
peace and war to many of us and certainly very hard for the
inexperienced person= in such a critical tiime which you have
never experienced. 1 have a great respect for their earnest-
ness and genuine passion for the welfarc of the eouniry but
the question is ‘How shall we lead them on the right 1irack?’
You may know since the declaration of the Imdependence in
the war-area of the Hopei provinee last November many
student thronged to Nanking to demand war. Auny students
in Nanking could do nothing but to weep before the tomb of
Dr. Sun for a whole day. Moreover the students in Chung-
king, because they could not go to Nanking, wept before the
picture of Dr. Sun. They are secking for a way out. All
these show the deep heart-felt grief of the youth today and
how it is easy to draw them by the military challenge to
defend the nation.

Thirdly, the Christian challenge to the youth is even
greater in certain respects upbuilding this new nation. It
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gives power to put the hope into realization. This is the
cause of the birth of the Student Christian Movement in China
and it has become stronger and stronger in the last few years.
Now the most popular slogan in China is ‘‘New Life Move-
{',""“t‘” {t iz the reaction of the over-emphasis of the western

‘modernism’’ in the last twenty vearsin China. China has
taken all the foreign wavs adopted them, tried them and
failed. In the bottom of the whole trouble there is something
wrong in the heart of the people. This Movement is a final
remedy of the gov’t approved by all of us to lift us out from
the crisis. The wondering vouth are very much interested in
the New Life Movement. During the winter time there were
four groups of students who went out the country churches to
preach on this Movement, because of their keen enthusiasm
they have in some way overlooked the importance of the
church work. We mav have something to say about this
campaign but their sincerity in believing the inner change of
the people ean not be denied. In the Spring conf. the
students moved me quite deeply with their willingness to
serve, to suffer and to work. They showed the hope of China
is verv near. These thirsty souls are hungry after a way of
life. Now here is the place where our religion comes in. We
should make them believe that men can not do much unless
helped by God, our Heavenly Futher, through the revelation
of Jesns Christ.  After all, we are leading these miserable
yvouth to have hope and faith in God who can save China
through their persistent effort, and have personal experience
with Jesus Christ, who gives power to overcone all the dif-
ficulties before them. I believe the New I.ife Movement has
caught the vision of the youth but it is not enough to save
China only, unless they should have enough power of faith
and hope from Christ to bring them about into their daily
life. T often see that students are easily discouraged after
they have tried and failed in their sweet dreams. We all
know China is bound to have troubles in the next ten or
twenty vears. Things may be even worse than they are now.
What are we going to do about it? \We need persistence,
patient, faith and hope. How can we get them? Beinga close
follower of Jesus Christ, who can lift us out of the present
tronble by copying His wayv of life, What is His way of life?
It is a spirit of love, a love above all naticns. Only the
Christian love can build up a strong and everlasting nation.
“‘S8eek God’s realm and Ilis goodness, and all that will be
yvours over and above.”” This genuine and creative lave is a
great challenge to the youth today.
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As we are facing these problems and difficulties of the
students in general, how are we going to lead the students
eoming to the narrow gate which leads to the eternal life of
love? From my unworthy experiences with the students the
soeial gospel more easily draws them than the personal. But
I bhave found, on the other hand, the most hard thing whicli
prevents them to enjoy their lives is the trouble in their
hearts which makes Jove impossible. When Jesus Christ
first preached in Galilee according to Mark he said ‘‘the time
has now come, God’s reign is near, repent and believe in the
posped.”  We have to repent io get all the unhappy things
away from our hearts, then we can enjoy the good news that
is love. Only the pure can see God.

Now it is our privilege to help the students when they
are tremendously in need. I believe the beautiful and nice-
decorated services, interesting Bible classes and practical dis-
éussion groups are ways to help them, but the most helpful
and vital thing is to get into touch with their lives by showing
our genuine friendship.

Preaching is not merely the words, it eannot get farther.
It is our lile through the power of God catching the living
souls. Religion can be taught but mostly should be caught.
Sometime ago a class-mate of mine wrote me in Peiping he
thinks that Christianity should be rooted in the scholarly elass,
and it is the only way to preach Christian religion in China.
He only thinks religion is words, knowledge and traditional
creeds but he forgets it is a life, the spirit of Jove which
radiate to the thirsty souls. Now I begin to appreciate those
pastors working among the ignorant people. They may be
not understood by the country people, yet their religion, the
spirit of love, ean catch the poor souls around them. 1 just
returned from Hanchow trip 1 have seen the poor and stupid
echurech members enjoying their religious life in the gathering.
They may not know one word of the Bible or the teachings
of Jesus, but one thing they do know that is the love of God
through Jesus who has saved them. This come through the
love of the pastors or some other Christians, that makes their
life happy and they begin to love othera.

Your life and my life must enter into his or her life, then
we will discover a great opportunity for our sympathy and
love. Really we will understand the meaning of the life being
contacted through love with other lives. This is the only
way to help the students in their troubles. Only love can
produce love. _

I was called to a meeting discassing the religious life on
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the campus. Some were afraid of the Ilosing out of the
Christian influence in the mission schools because we have
many limitations under the regulation of the government.
But I can assure that no such thing can happen unless we
cease to try to care for the students, to svinpathize with the
students, to help the students, and to enter into the lives of
the students. This gives themn hope and faith in the midst
of such a miiserable situation and a power to love. If we can
help the students with a spirit of love in our daily contact,
by the Grace of God, we can lead them to discover the sweet-
ness and bhappiness of life and the great power of the creative
love to make this nation as a part of the Kingdom of Heaven
in this world.

Zihe vapefc Recom

RoMmaNcE aAND IDconomics.

Reading: John XII, 1-11. J. Tarxlor

On his way to Jerusalem for the last time, Jesus called
at the home of Mary und Martha, with their brother, Lazarus,
in Bethany. This little village was just round the shoulder
of the Mount of Olives on the way from Jerusalem to Jericho.
T'here was not many houses there but there was one where
Jesus was always welcome and where he could get uninter-
rupted rest. The scene at this visit was entirely transformed
from his last eall. Then death had robbed the family of a
dearly loved brother and there was the usnal amount of wail-
ing that accompanies death in theorient. Now there i= quiet
peace and joy. The brother has been restored to the fumily
and was there as a living witness to the power of our Lord.
1t was quite natural that Mary and Martha would wish to
express their gratitude by providing-a speeind meal for their
guest at which there neighbors could be present. It all seems
80- natural to one who Lus lived in the Bast for years. The
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resources not only of the family but of the whole village were
Jaid under tribute. There would be borrowing of kitchen
utensile and extra tables and seats. Neighboring women
would offer to heip in the preparation of the meal. Martha
would be in her element and “‘cumbered with much serving.”’
It was in this way that she could best give adequate expres-
sion of her love and gratitude to her honored guest.

But Mary! While we need not think of her a= lacking in
the duties of howe, we think of her as thinking how she
couid show her love for our Lord in some special act of
adoration. Mary had imagination; and she felt intuitively
that soniething in addition to the marks of hospitality was
needed. What could she give that would ¢ost all she had?
Well, she had one treasure that <he had gotten for herself
after years of saving. 1i was hidden among her own private
belongings. She saw the romance shut up in that vial of
spikenard. Yes, that was it. During the feast, she would
bring it out and anoint her guest. Perhaps she had some
premonition that it might be the last time she would have
suech an opportunity - the Jews were becoming more and
more antagonistic to Jesus. The Sunhedrin were but wating
for an opportunity to arrest him and band him over to
the Roman authorities. Better seize this chance of show-
ing her love to him. So while Jesus reclined at table with
her brother near to him; and while Martha and the helpful
neighbors were busy changing the courses, the disciple of
Christ brought her precious gift, broke the vase, and poured
its contents over the feet of our Lord and wiped them with
her sbundant hair. The oblation was complete. The sacri-
fice was accomplished and she modestly stepped to one side.
That 1s the picture, told in simple language, of a complete
giit. The heart that prompted it was filled with quict joy.
That is a bit of unadulterated romance.

It was not, however, to escape carping eriticism.  Even
among the disciples of Jesus - the inner cirele - there was
one who at once demurred. And his criticism was cloaked
under the guise of utilitarianism: ‘‘Why was not this
ointment «old for three hundred pence, and given to the
poor?”’ ThusJudas. Hegave a religious reason for a selffish
thought. Ie had beconie such a slave to money that he
estimated all actions in terms of dollars and cents. He had
no expecinily tender regard for the poor.  If he had, he could,
any day in the week, have put his hand into his pocket and
relieved their needs. But a man that could sell his friend
and leader for thirty pieces of silver was not bothered about
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acts of charity. No, it was just that he was so calloused in
hiz heart that he could not enter into the experience of Mary
and simply had lost all feeling of romance.

It is in no wise neces<ary for any of us to condemn the
economic view of life. Thousands of people believe that
economics is the basis of life.  We simply must have food,
shelter and raiment. We can deal with life completely on
the basis of dollars and cents.  There will be no reai recovery
until the world has solved its economic problems. And,
anywayv, if vou must be charitable; be =ensible about it.
I=tablish a revolving fund that will keep itself running once
it i« economiecally and soundly started. ILend money that
can be paid back and loaned again (in the interval it can be
made to vield interest and so increase its usefulness). Don’t
build useless monuments to good people that is a waste of
wealth, Indeed, don’t do anyvthing that is just an expression
of romance and sentiment. All true, if one is nothing buta
perambulating aceount book or a bank account.

But, thank Heaven! not all human beings are built on
that plan. Lotz of us want to do something because we love
the one for whom we are doing it. Returns? Returns be
hanged! Chris