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“Imagine a world in which every single human being can 
freely share in the sum of all knowledge. That's our 
commitment.” 
 
- Vision statement of the Wikimedia Foundation 
 (http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Vision) 



“The mission of the Wikimedia Foundation is to empower and engage people around 
the world to collect and develop educational content under a free license or in the 
public domain, and to disseminate it effectively and globally. 
 
In collaboration with a network of chapters, the Foundation provides the essential 
infrastructure and an organizational framework for the support and development of 
multilingual wiki projects and other endeavors which serve this mission. The 
Foundation will make and keep useful information from its projects available on the 
Internet free of charge, in perpetuity.” 
 
- Mission statement of the Wikimedia Foundation 
 (http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Mission_statement) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:free_content
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Local_chapters
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Our_projects
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:gratis


Wikimedia-family 



 Non-profit organisation 

 Founded in 2003 

 Headquarter in San Francisco 

 ~280 employees (Google: 57,100, 
Facebook: 10.000) 

  Revenue: $81M (Alphabet: $90 
billion, Facebook: $27.6 billion) 

 Donations 2015-16: $77M by 5+ 
million readers 

(Data February 2017) 



Wikimedia Nederland 
• Founded in 2006 
• Office since 2011 
• Supports Wikimedia volunteer community 
• Contacts with galleries, libraries, archives, 

museums & educational institutions 
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Effeietsanders, CC0 



 Free encyclopedia that anyone can 
edit 

 Started in 2001 as an experiment by 
Larry Sanger and Jimmy Wales 

 Largest and most-widely used 
reference work in the world 

 295 language versions 

 Top 10 website worldwide 

What is Wikipedia? 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


 5.3+ million article pages (EN WP) 

 254 million daily page views (EN WP) 

 800 new articles each day (EN WP) 

 875 million edits (EN WP) 

 30.2 million registered users 

 137,700 active users (1+ edits by 
registered users over last 30 days) 

 

Some statistics English Wikipedia 

Niccolò Caranti, CC-BY-SA 4.0 

(Data February 2017) 



Encyclopedic 

Neutral point of view 

Free content 

Code of conduct 

No firm rules 

Five pillars of Wikipedia 
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Encyclopedic 
 
* Sufficient sources: no “original research” 
* reliable: integrity publisher/editor 
* Sources: secondary sources preferred 
bronnen (review articles, handbooks) 
* Independent sources: avoid press releases, 
adverts, autobiographies 
* Even if all of the above applies, a topic can 
still be not “E-worthy” 
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No original research Verifiability 



Wikipedia is not… 

Crystal ball Soap-box, 
Promotion 

Newspaper Scientific journal 



Neutral point of view (NPOV) 
 
• Verifiable 
• Accurately represent points of view 
• No trivia 
• Cite sources 



NPOV: discussion… 

Evolution 



Blauwe Keet 



Open content 



Creative Commons 

Source: http://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/ 



Open content 



Credits – how to do it right! 

• No credits 
• Source: Wikipedia 
• Source: Wikimedia Commons 
• Link to the original material 
• Martin Falbisoner CC-BY-SA 3.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mount_Vernon_Estate_Mansion_2.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mount_Vernon_Estate_Mansion_2.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


Code of conduct 



• Be bold 
• Ignore all rules 
• Any edit can be undone 

Ignore all rules 



Quality control 
 
• Featured Article 
• Community decides 
• More than layout 
• “Open Peer Review” 
• Hoaxes get found 



 

 

 

Wikimedia Commons 
 

• Central media bank 
• More than 36 million media files 
• Open licenses (Creative Commons) 
• Anyone can contribute, including GLAMs 

Chensiyuan, CC-BY-SA 4.0 Thomas Kitchin, PD Ralf Roletschek, CC-BY 3.0 

 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


Bill Larkins, CC-BY-SA 2.0 



 

 2010: only NL, 12.500 photos 

 2011: Europe (18 countries) , 5000 
participants, 168,000 photos 

 2012: 35 countries, 363,000 photos 

 2013: 50+ countries, 370,000 photos 

 2014: 41 countries, 8750 
participants, 308,000 photos 

 2015: 33 countries, 6200 
participants, 220,000 photos 

 2016: 42 countries, 277,000 photos 

Wiki Loves Monuments 



• Repository for source text in public 
domain (e.g. novels) 

• Scans on Commons, digital text on 
Wikisource 

• Method: scanning, OCR, 
proofreading, validating 

• Downloadable as ePUB, RTF, PDF, 
MOBI 

• EN: 350.000 sources 
• NL: 5600 sources 

 https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Main_Page 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Main_Page


• “Collaboratively edited knowlegde 
base” 

• Interlanguage links 
• Central storage for structured 

data, like Commons for media 
• ~25 million items 
• Queriable, machine readable 
• Links to external DBs (e.g. 

Britannica, IMDb, National Library 
of Australia) 

 https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page


• Item 
• Unique Identifier 
• Label 
• Aliases 
• Statements 





Sum of all paintings 
 

 Dutch project 
 Item of every “notable” painting on WD 
 Based on catalogs, indexes museums, Europeana, 

Dimcon, etc. 
 Complete works of e.g. Rembrandt andFrans Hals 

on WD 

Ellywa, CC-BY-SA 4.0 



Anatomy of a Wikipedia-page 
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Talk pages 

Talk page 
Sandboc 
Preferences 
Beta 
Watchlist 
Contributions 
Sign in / out 

User portal 
Help 
Contact 

Edit (Visual Editor) 
Edit source 
History 
Watch page 

In other languages 
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Arne Wossink 
wossink@wikimedia.nl 

Questions…? 


