Editor’'s Note:
By Mike Harper

I spent the past summer working at the Museum of
Modern Art’s Institute for Architectire and Urban Studies
in New York, on the Departments extra mural studies
program, where I had the chance to gain some insights
Ainto the theory of “Conceptual Architecture’’ and wish to
relate some of them to the readers of AIM. The first story
“Notes on Conceptual Architecture” was horrowed in
part from a 1971 article in the Italian Arehitectural
Magazine Casabella, and the article ‘““The I.A.U.S.” tells
of some of my insight into “The Institute.”
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one of ideas.

Born as an outcrop of the New City (an Architecture
and Urban Design Renewal Exhibition held at the
Museum of Modern Art) early in 1967, it was founded by a
number of Architects and Planners who participate in this
exhibition and who were dissatisfied with the state of

architecture and planning education, as they were with

the profession. Some of the architects who led the revolt
are Chalres Gwathmey, John Hedjuk, Michael Graves,
Richard Meier, and Peter Eisenman (adjunct professor
at U.M.). They're all ahout the same age and constitute
what is sometimes called the New York School.

This group is not the first to challenge the steel-and-
glass functionalism spanned by the Bauhaus, but is
certainly the most talked about group since Robert

Venturi came out in favor of McDonald s Golden Arches .

in LeVlttOWIl US.A,

For some years now many scholars have urged ar-
chitects to stop des1gmng buildings altogether, go into
social work, and turn the whole business of design over to
computers. In sharp’ contrast, in 1969, the same year
radicals set fire to the Yale School of Art and Ar-
chitecture, this group was asked to exhibit their work at a
meeting of C.A.S.E. (the Conference of Architects for the
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