
Wikipedia and its content is viewed millions of times each day; it is available to view and edit 
in more than 250 languages. It is one of the most trusted online sources of information 
worldwide and, as a consequence, the most popular starting points for learning and research. 
Internet users frequently begin to learn about cultural institutions and their collections 
through Wikipedia. This way Wikipedia becomes a platform for galleries, libraries, archives 
and museums to disseminate knowledge about our heritage.

Wikimedia Polska works to help support the development of Wikipedia and its sister projects: 
Wikimedia Commons (a global library of reusable images, photographs, films and audio 
recordings), Wikisource (a repository of source texts) and others. The aim of those projects 
is to make knowledge, culture and the arts available to as many people, as possible, to 
use and reuse. These goals are parallel to the mission of galleries, libraries, archives and 
museums, and so the number of GLAM institutions collaborationg with Wikimedia Polska is 
growing: we work with close to 20 cultural partners, including national institutions - such as 
the National Museum in Warsaw, the National Digital Archives, the National Library of Poland 
- and regional centres such as the Regional Institute of Culture in Katowice or the Museum of
the City of Lodz.

Polish GLAM institutions now contribute around 10 000 files per year to Wikimedia Commons 
and make sure the collaboration is sustainable: GLAM partners help illustrate articles in 
various languages, identify missing content, provide source materials, co-organise 
Wikiworkshops and help volnteers to write hundreds of new Wikipedia entries on important 
topics each year. 

Public cultural institutions and Wikipedia 
Sharing our cultural heritage with the world

GLAM-WIKI collaborations between Wikipedians and galleries, libraries, archives or 
museums allow cultural institutions reach wider audiences locally and internationally, 
and encourages local communities to participate in cultural and educational programs. 

Our aim is to provide 
the highest standard of 
access to heritage, 
knowledge and culture

- Hanna Wróblewska, Director, 

Zachęta National Gallery of Art

Wikipedians and guests during a 
special tour of the Museum of 

Modern Art in Warsaw. Fot. Marta 
Malina Moraczewska, CC BY-SA 4.0

Galleries, 
Libraries, 
Archives, 
Museums 
and Wikipedia

We work for the same goal, for 
the same people, in the same 
medium. Let's do it together. 

Liam Wyatt, Wikipedian-in-
Residence at the British Museum

Apart from these activities, museums and archives promote our 
common values of open culture and open education. 



The National Museum in Warsaw
The NMW contributes the masterpieces of Polish 
art from its vast collection to Wikimedia 
Commons, releases thematic sets of images on CC 
licenses and helps organise groups of volunteers 
to cover new areas in Polish Wikipedia. The 'Faras 
in Wikipedia' and other NMW collaborations 
resulted in dozens of new articles of remarkably 
high quality. 

Sharing Local Heritage
The Regional Institute of Culture in Katowice 
contributes images of local heritage buildings and 
objects photographed by its staff, and works with 
museums in the region to collaborate with 
Wikipedia. The Museum of the City of Lodz 
released over a thousand historical photographs 
of the city from the beginning and middle of the 
20th century, and organised workshops for local 
residents to engage with local history through 
Wikipedia. 

The National Library 

Apart from contributing hundreds of book 
illustrations and portraits to Wikimedia Commons, 
the National Library helps improve the quality of 
articles about history, literature and culture by 
adding references, bibliography and links to full 
text editions of books fro the canon of Polish 
literature. The National Library team has edited 
several hundred entries visited by Wikipedia 
readers several million times per month. 

Our projects

pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikiprojekt:GLAM

email     kultura@wikimedia.pl 

twitter  @glamwiki_pl 

GLAM-WIKI at Wikimedia Polska 
kultura@wikimedia.pl 

GLAM Team
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Two of our Wikipedian-in-Residence led projects - with the 
National Museum in Warsaw and the Museum of the City 
of Lodz  - received a commendation from the Polish 
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage among the most 
innovative projects in the museum sector in Poland.

Maria Drozdek, Wikipedian Gytha, 
the Wikipedian in Residence at the 
National Museum in Warsaw and 
the Museum of the City of Lodz, 
with national awards for Wikimedia 
Polska 2016 and 2017 projects. 
Photo: Maire, CC BY-SA 4.0

Babie Lato, Józef Chełmoński, public domain, National Museum in 
Warsaw. Textile workers in Lodz, by Ignacy Płażewski, c. 1955, CC BY-
SA 3.0 PL, Museum of the City of Lodz. Model of 'Tygrys' icebreaker, 
National Maritime Museum in Gdańsk, CC BY-SA 3.0 PL




