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Classification changed ficm
"COUFIDENTIAL" to "RESIRICT®U™"

by ordcr of th: Scer.tary of War
By /e8/ T.R.Cs K'ng, Lt. Col. Iaf.

DipPCEITION OF Bolere Hugh
LANCAST.X, Box 341, Mouiain
Homo, Idano,

Formerly Employed as a Forscom:in
at Wak I:il';ﬂﬂ. 07 ncific N: vel

I

Alr basc Controctors.,

at dav~l Hospitnl, Mere Islend, Vollcocjo, Californis.
S A. F:.lLr.:I:.J:‘»}.."-. Ifi,-._l':. h'.—"tt . 1; {_.CtOb I 194_‘5
porman:ant homce rddress, ~nd datc and

obort ugh LANCAST A, L4 . Bomc, Idaho, born 3
Fobrurry 1508, at M

ot is ycar dor y whon aav:e you bocn enploved; nd whoroed
by occup:.ticii, »nd 2n 4 Junc 1941 1
vavel Alr Dnae Contractore to work at

arrived ot Weke Ieland on 2 Auwpust 1941.

g A prisoncr of war by the Imperinl Japanese

custod” as n rrisoncr of war by the Irpcrial
10 g3 Leermber 1941 to 14 Scpt. mbor 1945,

- " 1 - . = - . > | ) . .
j.. tI}L L-'. 17‘.#. :-‘ ;-:‘11-“1? 'J:;l 1*-*!."'-!"-- d- 'f"rllhu:(‘ Ipli..:d L ]

——

wWhot vore your majdor plices of imprisosricnt while 70U W(re
prisoncr of wer?

-~
L

I was held st Weke Island from 23 Doeciiboer 1941 to Scpt

et that tine 257 civilian priconcre of war were nov. 4 fro:
Island to Crrip 18, Secdo. yushu, Jopan, wher: we wore he 1
sbout hny- 1943, whon Conp 18 wae dissclved, and we wore nov.
Cai'p One, Fukuokn, Auasaa, Japrn, wacre we were held until
lib:rated on 14 Soptorber 1€45.

¢ or 1dcntify, i1f jou e n, ~ny of thc cncny officers Or persons
i authority at your »l-ccs of i-prisonrent,
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Th: only n:

intoror. tor ~4 G- .

wvhich I do wot heov. SET. |

return. d to the Unitoe dtates by rlano,

datr of other officors and poerasong in

“fentloncd vlaces of 1 origonrment.

20 you hove direet porsonal kuovlodee of any ineidont that
occurs.d whi Jou were held ns a prisoncr of war which impron:rls
subjected iy A-ericon notionnl to injury or dcenth?

l"u S.

~«Reridbe thig incidint in toll, with onrticul-r ref.r rc¢ to
& nacy in wrich
of thc v reouns

th circurst-nces under vhich it oceurrcd. th.o
it;_h**t“rwﬂm?, "N the idintity ~néd r~tion 1it;
involved,

At Wake Ieslernd, ir about APTril or ssy 1942, ~n Arerican civilion
c..oloyce of Prcifie wavel Lir Base Contrectors was brheaded by
Japancs: Ofidiecr usin >~ a two-handcd eword. i do not krow th.

victii 's full n- e but I con leoente 4t whon I el 1y veorsonrl
cIffeete, wnieh wore shivped back with ¢ b vlrne., I recnll his
first n e way "Babu", that he wns erPloyrd ns n roofor, 2nd his
ho. © was 1: Sar Froneisco, Californis, "3apon Lhinrd de.n appre--
rondeé st wlin, eig~rettes ~nd other cormocditics from the warchousc s
nt inke Isloand »nd, ngide fror his, hd been very bolli rent

A uncooperative with the Jorsnes. gunrds, who sov. d to have »
prriiculsar dislix. for hiz. I do not knowv mhnat he had any sort of

A trial. ¢ was held o orisoner in th: contrncior's —eln office

for nbout e week, whore the puards rnd. hin wvolk back and forth
continuously until h. wns totnlly ¢ah~usted., “hen exh~ustea, they

would beat hir »nd -nlre hin continue walkinr, after he hred born
held for about a we. Ly we understood thet tic Commandin: Cfficer
recelved orders or per ission fron Tokyo to execute hin., A ETrave
Was ouy and a bsard plocod across 1t. "Brbe" wrs 1cd out bl indé~
folded nnd ticd ~rd rnde to nesurc » neellirg desition on the board
over e rave. The Javonese Cor- nding Offiery, hias entirc stoff,
MCE a crent nuorber of Jrorneoae Marineca and soldiers vere presnt to
witness the erecutlion. Scveral other prisoncrs who hed 2lso been
BUTcrvisors and forc:i 1 were required to witnoge the cXccution., I
vee strnding in the front row ~bout ei‘ht or nire foet f=om Mg bel
weon he wns executed., 1 recell that juet before the cXecution,

tize Japancsce of{icer in charge read - lory indict-ent in Japa €80,
‘na the intervroter rerentod the sudbstance of rost of . 1 4o

ot recrll ex~cetly vhat wne 8n1d, tut in sudbst nec it woe to the
(flect that tke Janancse are honorabl. neovle, that they do not
helieve it is ncecessary to kee» loeks on wWarchouses, ~nd thot
"Eebe" had docn found cuilty of breakin» irto an unloe..d w-rchouse
nd stealin - naterinsl.
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8. Neme or identify, 1if you any othor persons who witnessed
this ercoutic s
! | F1 0 ise. 1'n 1 Ikze WOLT.I

i?;ﬁ:,}l:;“.-" II !I.-‘\ ' ‘-,1-. \ _,I*'

forec sn, 8162 fro:
adcitional vitnesses w
includese a noteboox ~na
others.
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DO;'E’: t}llﬁ tlﬂil
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details o1 tb

tvoe of work were vou roguired to do while

. - . . ™
y Poisorer a2t VWake Islondf

Therc were 250 ecivilian Arcrieon citisn

at Weke Isl-nd, »nd they wirs rceouilred

the airrore, Gi~ iry n ditch vide enod
trh.roush corpletcly arcund the isiand, vhere
ounted, and also to build pillbheres,

Do you reenll that
beaten at Yake Tsla
1es. All of the o
overy day. reea
wes beaten sovere.
were torn, and hc |
crutches since )
United State:

f1ror: Boise,

unable to wnlk
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it o, BO36L %

QF C.al 1701y 14

sount: of Sol-n

I, Robert Hugh Lancaster, of lawful = ¢,
bein Aul; sworn, strate that I have re2d the foregoins transeription
of "3 1nterrocotion, consistinz of rascs, ana that all
anmsvers conteined tacrein are truc to the best Aaf ny knowledsce
ond belicef.

[ s/ _Robert tugsh Lanenstor

e _——

Subscerired and s''orn to before 7e this
1945, at S n francisco, Californi-.

fal

(Ren'z) Lg, U.S.N. .

STATH OF CaLl¥FOuwN L.
oty of Sol~no

I, Lieunten~nt S.a. Cni. -, USL., certify
that (Vane) fobert uh LA.TC.ST 2i.y (Pank ) Civilian,
pereoneslly nroesrca betore e on the tenth day of October, 1945,
~ni testificd concernin war crines; snd that the foreoins 1is »n
accur~te tronscrintion of the rnsvwers gZiven by hin to the
sovera’ oueetions set forth.

-

Floce: laval ospital, Mare Isl-ond, Californin

Inte: 12 Octodber 1945




CERTIFICATE
_7 Janvary 1947
I "TERERY CERTIFY that the attached docvrment 1is a true
copy of arn affidavit sworn and svbscribed to by

. ™

at 8an Francisco, California, on the 18 day of October, 1°©45,

ROBERT HUGH LANCASTER

I FURT"ER CZERTIFY that it was copled from an orieinal
in my cvstody as Chief, Criminal Reeistrv Division, Legal "ectlon,

GHQ, SCAP, Tokvo, Japan., The original of this documert can not

be made 2vailable immediately s it 1s reqgrired for the trial of

minor war crimincls,

CHARL®ES A,"wlNHARIL
T.'T:-t;io.r‘.q FqA'
. Chief of Criminal Reristry

Division, Legal Sec*ion

s/ Ch:=rles A, Reinhard_




