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ARAKI Sadac, et al

HATORI_TAKUSHIKO

Having i'irst duly svworn an oath a8 on the attachced sheet, and in accordancs
with the procedure in my country, 1 hcreby depose as follows:

I am a former colonel, and my oresznt resicdence is 42 Homruracho Shin juku-ku
Tokyoto.

In 1932 at the time of the Nomeonhan iacildent, I was staff cofficer of the
antung Army in charge of operatioms. The followingz are the circumstances in
iich the incident began.

l. The Kwantung Army haed in its plan of operatiuns vis-a-vis the US S R

in 1939 no offensive plans toward tha ¢st:zrn border--i.e. to.ard Hailar,
‘aron Aershan, cr the vestern Outer Mongelian arca. At that time in thoe event
of a wvar's breaking out between Japen an® the US S R, ve estimated that the
main field of battlc in lanchuria tculd he toward the eastorn border, so the
Avantung Arny was tc nlan te held cut in the vest with the minimum strength.
Directly after the ccmmencencnt of a ver, it could naturally be expected that
a poverful Soviet force would thrust agrinst the Hailar area. Against this
our forces were only the 232 Division, then stationed at Hailar, and the Hailar
porder Defense Garriscn, so thet it was tc be expected that warfare in this
arca would within a shert pericd develop by ocur being completely surrounded
oy the poverful Soviet Army. Sc ve, on our part, built circular feortifications
cn the heights arcund Hailar, and prepared te ficht tc the last, completcly on
the defensive, thus absorbing the opponentls manpover and accomplishing cur
objzct of helding out. The Harcn Aershan arca, thet is cn the southern gide
of the Hsingan mountains, is alsc a peint of strategic interest,znd it wes
hoped to station in this erea a unit capable of fighting, but we had tc refrain
from coing se on account of the over-all manpo.er question. Eventually, in 1939,
we permanantly stationed the Aershaen Garriscn, and vwe planned in wartime to
neld out in this urea vwith the strength of only abeut a2 single divicion. In
the study of operat ons at that time, as related above, whether we would be able
to hold out on the front near Hsilar te Haron Lershan--in cother vords tc hold
cut against @ far mcre powerful Soviet attack--1rae a point vhich most concerned
an officer in charge of opzretions; hwut tc allot sufficient menpoicr tec this
wistrict would have neant the sacrificing of n nvover in the main field of
vattle, opecrations in the interior, sc¢ from censideraticn of the genzral situa-
- on we lirited it te the suwallest pessible numbers. (we were perhaps risking

en less tnan the minimum) vhich means that instruct ons for operations were
of entirely defensive type, vithin the boundury of iManchoukuc.

2. It was late in the afterncon on the 13th that the Kwantung Army learned
taat an incident had broken cut ncar Nomcnhan on the morning of 12 May 1939,
.n that afternocn I, together with a ferr cther ctaff officers, was at the
official residence of the Cemmander cf the Kvantung Army, chatting after a
meeting concerning inspect on of training of subordinate units of the Army or
sceme other subject, when a telegram was ferwarded from the Headguarters of the
Army by the cne in charge. This telegram was g ¢ Afidential telegran from the
cormancer of the 230 Division (Hailar Defense Commancer) to the Commancer of
the Kiantung Army. The contents wer¢ that on the moming of the 12th & unit
belonging to the Outer Mengolian Army, of not less than 700 men, crossed the
doluha River, thus crossing the border, towards the south of the Nomonhen ~ie-
trict, attacked the Manchurian guarc unit vhich vas on cuty for the defense of
the border of that area. The divisicn commander dispatciaed tc the spot a
search-regiment under the command of the division's search-rogiment ccnmander,
28 well as two infentry companies, he having decided to drive out the invading
Juter longolian Army. |
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It can be seen that it took abecut 36 hours for information te reach hb“d—
witers of the Ary y in Hsinkin::, frca the tic. thao t thg inciaent broke out nc
monhan, which is accounted for by the fact tant > Jauvarnesc Aray had no

installation nwar thaL digtrict, and comunication tf Ha lzr, about 200 kilo-
meters away, "as perrformed by the inefficienl comwwnication system of the Man-
churian Army. That is vhy it tcok such o lon:s tiue.

Up te that time the Manchoukuocan herd:r, cspeciully the ecstern border,
nad buen sustaining unlaw il Irovacne of %o Soviet Army culte of ten =nd berder
disvutu“ vere continucus, caus.ng e rulh yerry, 'Lﬂ 1ran tan; arny, vhese duty
it vas to maint:iin the ._l....,.utjr;';;-' B sanevie, o0 id t irmore these unlar ful
actions, but difficulties alvuys felle ed thear settien nt as a result of the

v
scheming cf the Seviet Lrry.

On reccipt of the aferesaid telegrom our reacticn 238, "hes 1t happrencd
again?" and re felt it unpleas-nt. Nemoonhar being o very ﬁut—of—tha—:;y olace,
and 2 place te rhich *e atteched ne iwportares, not cne oo t“, steff cofficers
kneiv: the lecation of Nemoahan.,. Sco arter m.l dug a report of ¢ ratter te the
commander of the Army, : < vent te headou: rters, and _ltLou;h ¢ crdcrec. the
intcllizenee sect on of th. staff devartment to oring o map of the Hoilar Jis-
trict, as well as ordering investizatione to be ﬁmu“ or the chief of topo.:raphy,
it as not easy to locate the place. At last afier several hours e foun! a
place called "Nomnnken Bur "y tnd decidineg that this muet be the place, began
to study counter-necasures.

In such circumstences no action ocn the part of the Commancer of the ATy
could be taken that dey, anc it as en the folioing day, tdu l4th, thet after
consultat ons between the commsnder snd h s s+aff necessary n auur,w erc taken.
cuch measures vere to telegrabph the commnnder of the 23¢ Dlv1u10n tc the effecet
taat the Conmancier of the Kuontung Army agreeu wita him in his decision, but

1at in the settlement of the incident we could not gerndt the cressing of the
~der frou our sice, and to take the most extreme caution not ¢ let the
~tler beceome enlarged.,

Hotteri Takushire (Seul)

ibscribed und svoran to befcre me, the undersigned authority, on this 21 Mav
‘- ...7’ Clu TC‘W(-\

ikeda Sumihiso (Secl)

Q4T

In accordance -] my comnscience I g aar to teli thz vhole truth,

Athrolding nothing a adcing nethinge,

Hattori Takuskiro
ol May 1947
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iransietion Certificute

1, Abe Fumjo, cf the Defense, hcreby certify that I am conversant vith the
‘nglish and Juaponese lonsuages, and that the foregoing is, tc the best of
iy knovledge ond belief, o correct trwn“l“tlon ¢f the orizinal documaunt.

Abe Fumiv (Seal)
_OXY0
1 Moy 1947




