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JWERAL HEADQUARTIRS
UNITHED STATSS oMY FORCES, FACIFIC

“‘al CRIMES BRACCH

19 ?e’bnlaryi 1946
MEMORANDUM TO: Prosecuticn Section (Report fo. 210)
THU : Ixecutive Officer, ‘ar Crimes Branch.
SUBJECT : Tranpoortation of priscners of war under improper condi-

tions from Davac Ponal Ceclony, Mindanao, P.I. to Manila,
P.I. from June 6 tu June 26, 19&%.
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II. SUMMARY O3 SVIDA.C

Srmetima durin- the first wesk in Juna, 1944 hetween 1,200
and 1,500 sAm-orican prisoneors nf war wera transportod by truck from the
Davaen Fanal Colony t¢ Davao City. Tha men were tied tcgether by Tope
arnund their waiets and crowded into trucks. Thoy were blindfolded anmd
roquired to kacp thoir hands in view. Many cf the sick prisciers and
aven amputces on crutches wero required to stand durin: the 25-nile-trip.
If it wes thouzht that any of tha men were peskingz, they were struck with
clubs or rifla butts by tha fuarde. Many wero suffering from beri-peril
and durinz the roush trio thoir floeh was rubhed raw Against the sides of
tha trucke. Some men fainted and wera held up only by the rope, tyingz
the priscners tngether, and this in turn, cut off the circulaticn of
blond of the priscnors noar by. (2 1, 6, 11, 17, 26, 27, 30, 37, 44).
‘hen they arrived in the port at Davao, the men wera loaded intc two
holds ¢f 2 emall unmarkod freicht ship that had not beon cleaned since
carryin: a cargy of cnal. The ship stayed in the harbor a faw deye and
thon sailod with a convory. The more serinusely i1l wore in one hold where
thare was room for them to 1lie down in a crewded condition. The ship
travalad close to the shore durins the dey anl cnahored at night. The
orisoners were allowed a free run of the ship until they woere near Zam-
boansa whoroe a Lt. Colonel John MiGES and A Lt. ILIS escapod over the
side of tha ship. For the remainine days of tho trip the prisoners warse
roquired t: stay in the hold. Thors was not oncuch room for thom to lie
jown and it wae ncecassary for thom to sleep in shifts. The only latrine
facilities were e few 5-zgllon ceans that wore lowarad intc the hold, as
many f the men wore sufferins from dysontery and diarrheca they oIten
wore forcod to relieve themsalves befora thaese latrine cans became avail-
abla. The hatches were kept nlmcst completely covered. The men nover
had encush wator to drink apd what was provided was not complately dis-
tilled. The tomoeratura «f the hold vas ostimated =2t 120 to 125 dogreocs
Fahrenheit and many suffored from hest proetration. Thae food coneisted
of small amcunt of rice and thin scup. Soma cof the scup had boen made
from spoiled meet which probably amsravated the sickenad condition of tho
mon. aftor the escave of tho two officers, tho ratlone were docreased 80
that it wae estimated that the Jmoricans reccived about one-sixth of the
smount recoived by the Japancse (R 2, 7, 11, 12, 13, 17, 20, 23, 27, 30,
33, 87, 45, 46, 47, Bl, 54).

around 12 or 14 June 194%:, the ship arrived at Cebu where

the men were all put ashore., Many of thom had to be carriad because of

thoir weakened condition. The soricusly ill woere crowded into a barracke
ani the sthere were put into a small open area insido an 134 Spanish fort
believed to have beon called Furt San Pedro. It rained part of the time
and tho prisoncrs were ziven no sheltor either day or nizht. There were
no latrine fecilitios ani tho mon had to desimate latrine areas on the
apen .round (X 2, 13, 27, 17, 54).
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After two or threc days at Cobu, the priaoger;iwaralif;:izdmﬂ

inte the holds of another larger unmarkad former ccal 8 t];ey S s
fapt-1 with rats and mica. Theu-h thie ship was larger, e
J-;ra-a ‘cl;an vefore., = The physicel conditisn of the nen w:zr*; T %o
;aro weak and sick from nalnutrition. Some of the m:ere e e
stand, their nerves wore shattered and their rations 2 Rt o
fiat-% jghts occurred over & gpoonful of rice. 'I‘hermeg_ W i

deck. Thae sapltary facilities asain consisted - °—&@ b
i £ 411lness many of tho men were unablc o c?ntrol Q S
bacwaftil tion, fond and ganitary conditions on this ship were nli:.ea
Thzlvi;e a:me a:a on tha previous ship. dowever, some magicg;.\.m Zu?'gi% .
:Zre finelly aiven te &m'orican'mgdéigaieoigi?or;; ﬂ.ﬁ:m-’ bl of_ ; !

. T u e T " ‘
el a,rrnf-e‘l Eiﬂﬁi B?i;d.on%ia ige the cnly death recordod d.uf;;:;i ' ,‘
Hinneapo:iw‘ The me;1 disom‘barked nt Pier 7. The litter pationte yase 4
e Wyf"z' c‘:c £t 01d Bilibid Prison in Manila, whilfa the othiza - i
e ?.ud. ]’:; walk through tho strects to Bilibid (R S0 T c'ban;tua; :
o 50 e’é':'?' 54 55). Later, most of the mon wore sent to-the ia o
?’7'133?1. C-am;) ‘:éilibid and Cabanatuan are the subjects of separa
. . :
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