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INTERROGATION NO, (USSBS 194). Place: Tokyo | ,
NAV NO 45 . Date: 28 Oct., 1945; 0930-1200

Division of Origin: Vaval Analysis Division
Subject: FEscort and protection of Shipping

Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Iieut. Commander YASUMOTO, Shiseil, IJN. Commander of the escort vessel
SEIOKAZE, March 1944 to June 1945. qtafs Officer of 103rd Convoy Escort

Squadron, Seventh Fleet, from June 1945 to end of war.

P sl s il

Where interviewed: MEIJI Building, Room 7L8.

Interrogator: Captain Steadman (n) Teller, U.S.l.
Interpreter: Lieut, Comdr. Donald (n) Bartlett, UeSelisha

P Allied Officers Present: Brigé.dier Geperal G. Gardner, U.S.A.

SULMARY

Submarine attacks on Japanese Shipping in the SOUTH CHINA SEA and adjacent

waters became increasingly severe during early 1944 and brought about more
strict convoy escort instructions and some uniformity of escori formations.

However, the lack of escort vessels and the ability of American submarines
to attack convoys in very restricted waters where escort formations could
not be maintained, partially millified these efforts to save the rapidly

o | shrinking Japanese ['e rchant Marine,

Carrier air strikes on shipping in MANILA and CORON Bays in September 1944,

disrupted the regularly travelled North - South shipping route which coast-
ed the Western PHILIPPIIES prior to that time, Other
sere of secondary importance until the

aireraft mining, low=-leve
and night search planes contribnted materially

Japanese shippirge

1ast month or two of the war, when

1 attacks by B-25s, and harrassing attacks by day
to the final destruction of
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Q. Describe the attacks made on convoys while under escort of your ship.

A. While Captain of the SHIOKAZE, our convoys received one eir attack and five
submorine attacks. The air attock was delivered 30 miles west of BAKO in the
PESCADORES, in November 194/ about midnight by one plane (probebly o B=24).
There was no hits and the eloscst bomb was 200 meters off from the TEIRITSU,
a captured French vessel of 8,000 tons, The first submarine cttack occurred
about 0630 on 10 April 1944, about 7 miles off LINGLAYEN GULF, The convoy
was southbound and in following formation, Apparently one submarine succeed=
ed in sinking one destroyer and twe of the convoy at a range of about 1500

d meters, with three torpedoss apparently fired on the first attack, It 1s my
opinion that six torpedoes were fired of which three sank one ship each,
in the following order: destroyer, Army supply ship ond an smunition shipsi
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This was the first easualty ~hich I experienced since a new set of convoy plans

and formations had been set up early in March 1944 to meet the increasing
difficulty of supply.

The second submarine attock occurred in the middle of June while enroute to
MIRI. The convoy wAs passing very near the southern end of PALLWAN ISLAID on
the east side, The time was about 0700, There was & reef to starboard which
made it nccessary to string the convoy out in column with the escorting
vessels ctose cboard to starboard. In this attack there were IO Fits, the
first of the torpedoes having been very cleorly visable because of erratic

behavior in the water. The convoy turned into the attack and avoided being
hit by any of the others.,

The third attack occurred in late June as I was convoying oil tankers north
along the West Cocst of BORNEO, We received a midnight submarine attack off

¢ JESSELTON, Again the convay wWas strung out in line because of o norrow inside
pagsage on¢ I was confident that the narrouness of the inside passage would
prevent any possible danger of attack, The channel was Very narrow but the

’ attack eppeared to come from the inshore side sond three of the convoy were
gunk during a very heavy squall about midnight, This was the first convoy
to receive damage in that inward possage of £ JESSELTON, One teonker and two
Bauxite cargoes were sunk. The Bauxite ships were ships of 5,500 tons, the
HIYORI and HIKANE, < The tanker was 7,000 tons, it may have been KOKUSEL MARU o

Early in September 1944, 1 come out from MOJI to MANILL and succeeded in reache
ing MANILA 211 right in mid September, I left MANILA just before the ccrrier
plane attack and took my convoy to BATIKEO BAY in the northern end of PALATAN,
T apent about 20 days vacillating between thet Bay and ULUGUAN BAY, half=ray
down PALAWAN, because of the bad conditions in MANILA BAY and CORON which

~ere under attack., In BATIKEO BAY there were many ships, some bound for the
EMPIRE and some for the south, About the 1lst of October I led my convoy

south to MIRI, dropping some i\rmy personnel at JESSELTON, While at JESSELTION,
the LEYTE SE.L Bottle occurred, We took on oil at MIRI., The original plen

had been to return the convoy to the EMPIFE by way of MANILL, but owing to the
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. ~ TRAVSCRIRT_of Interropation (Lieut, Commander YASUKOTO, Shisei, ITN). . _ _ -
o disastrous conditions in the PHILIPPINES, plans were changed and with a

- convoy of ollers escorted by one destroyer, one torpedo boat and one 150
ton submarine chaser, we went 1O CAPE SAN JACQUES.

We left MIRI on the 3rd or 4th of November in the evening and at 0100 the next
morning received a torpedo attack., This attack was delivered from an un=
kxnown range to port, and one ship of the convoy on the port side of the fer-
mation was sunk,
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o We left SAN JACQUES, hugging the coast in single line formation., At lat=
= itude 12-30K longitude 110E, we received air attack at three in the morn=
¢ ing abeut the 10th of November, during o heavy squall, One ship, the

i tanker SHUNTEN and one torpedo boat were sunk, This attack appeared to

come from the inshore side,
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OFff HAINAN ISLAND the 12th or 13th of November, a 4 motored bomber circled
sbout but delivered no attack, Continuing to hug the coast at the closest
point for a run over to TAKAO, I intended to enter CANTON, but heard it was
under attack. I received the smeffectual B=-24 attack about the 13th or
14th of November, between HONGKONG and TAKAO,

Q, Did you experience any air attack in waters near PORMOSA?
A. The SHIOKAZE had a separate duty during Januvary 1945 which was to carry
Army and Navy aireraft pilots from APARRI to TAKAO in FORMOSL. The UME
vias the flagship, the other two ships were the KAIDE and the SHIOKAZE., We
Teft TLKLO 50 January at 0700. An hour after leaving TAKAO we saw formation
of B-2/s which was procéeding to the attack of TAKLQ, end although we were
not then attacked, we considered that we had been discovered and therefore
altered eourse to west rather than meking straight south for APARRI, After
three hours on the western course, We assumed o course direct for [.PARRI.
’ At 1500 vhen 20 miles off the southern tip of FORMOSL, about 20 B=25s ond
 p=38s attacked the three destroyers which were prcceeding at 21 knots in.a
triangle formation. Lecording to plan, ten planes from FORMOSA were to
convoy us from the southern tip of FORMOSA south, and we therefore thought
thot the first few planes we saw at 10,000 meters were our OWI planes of
the GINGL Type. It was only when they cireled cround chead of our forma=-
tion and mode an attack did we realize it was B-25s making an attack from
the sun, The plane formetion divided into three groups, attocking one ship
cach, The UME received about four bombs delivered at low level (30 meters) .
The KAIKE received about three. The UME sonk, her stern broke off. The
KLIKE was damaged about the bridge cnd was able 1o return to T.KLO. The
SHIOKLZE reecived no hits and was able to pick up survivors from the UME,
and toke them to T.K.iO. The SHIOKLZE received no direct hits but was sO
shaken up by near misses that her shafts were shaken out of linc and one of
ker turbines was put out of action, Personnel on the bridge of the flng=
ship (UME) vere nearly all killed by strafing.
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: TRANSCRIEPT_oL Iterrogation. (Lieut. _Cgmga.n.dsr_Y&SPﬁQTQ ,_Shigel, IIN) L m - - -
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nd from TAKAO interferec with by air attacks?

Q. To what extent was shipping toO &
n in formations OF cONvVoyS, single ships were frequertly

A. It wasn't very muc
hit.
Q. You spoke of 2 change in convoy plons and instructions 4y early March 1944
What were significant changes and why were they made?
ks had been clearly increasing during January and Feb=
- PHILIPPINES Ared, and until early in

A, Ihe subhmarine attac
urary, pm‘ticule.rly in the FORMOSL
Mareh no precision had been exccted with regard to convoy formatlonSe
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-1th regard to convoy fromations, pare
ship. Plans heretofore
~nd hecouse many of
the Merchant Marine, in=

had been f ormulates
the s ndoctrination plons

the coast defense ship ca
doctrination Was considerec necessary,

came some uniformity.

and from

st protective £ormation?
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£
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One escort drops back to
1imit of vi sirility before

daym onc dusk.
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toking shelter at night or

Q. Under what conditions ai
A . Wherever there Tas Yoou

Q, That were the speecial jnstruction regaréing

taking porticular routes tO avoid submarine attacks?

A, Beginning ~bout September 19M,special orders were sgsued for the coast of
‘ day ond hide during

TNDO-CHINA and the PALAWLN Passage to trovel only by )
the night. a the waters between MANILA and APLREI
£ 194/ our casualties had been

These orders 2180 covere

and the chain south of FORMOSA. From Lugus
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TRANSCRIET of Interrogztion (Lieut. Commander YASULCIO, Srisel, 17§ ST

esnecially hieh in area UAYILA to FORMOSA.
Q. To what extent did the convoys escoriing throtgh the PHILIFPIIES receive

2ir sssistance?
i, One escorting plane srom MANILA used to come in the morning enc met convoys
coing scuth ofr T TUCAYER GULF ond stey with them until they entered FATILA.
There was znother single plane for convoy searches norty and west of APARIL;
also 2 single Dlane per convoy oscorts along the coast of INDO~-CiIlA and the

(.

northwest coast of PORTEO. sometimes there were two planes, slnost always

Ol .

Q, Did the convoy commancer have direct comrunecations with the nlanes?
A. Only twice in my experience has any cormmuncations succeecec, e had raclo
sets esneclzally intended for that communication hvt they never TTOrKeC

Q. To what extent was radar used for protection of convoys?

A. On my ship, the SHIOKAZE, there "ras 1O radar for surfcce seerck but my equip=

ment would pick up planes a2t o mar-imum of 7C kilometers., In very coof con=
ditions, we coulc nick vp one nlane hetreen 50 and 70 kilometers.

Q. Wheat were the oreatest problems OF convoving hetreen the times of Iy ant
Sentember 1645 1n the FiPIRE~KOEFEA Area? |

A, The main problem WaS cetting shins 2CroSS ~gUSTIA STELITS end getiing men
and materials from tue Asiatic Coast to JAPAL,

Q. What czusec the orinciple shipn losses curing this period; mines, ~ircrait,
or submerines?

A, Turing the month of June it was orincipally aubmerines within the YELLOH
SEA ond also in TSUSHIMA oTRAITS., July it was mines in tre waters olong the

south coazst of ZOREA, anc zlong itk the mines mechine gunning DYy seanlones,
wines continued to be, to tre last, an extreme nazord to tre coproac:es of FU=-
gAl, Then the D=25s ~nd P-38s added to the difficulty vn to the end of Avg-

ot

ust, At the encd, the qorst hazard wes Re=25s bombing and strofing.

Q. “That forced shipning to talke the eircuiteus route along KOFEA snd tre wes?t
sk.ores of the YRTLOT SEA?
A, It was beccuse of submarines,

Q. To what extent dic single secrch plenes flying in the YELLOY SEA interfere
-rith the shinping?

A, They never were moch trovble., I think there was some Cifficulty in the ‘‘es=~
tern VELLO? SEA Ifrom four-motorel secrch nlenes. Trere we were using nothing
ot small ships of cbout 1000 tons in orcer to vse iprard Dosstges 0§ much

. os possible, znct on shins of this size strofing attncks were vVery serious

L5

Tootor.

Q. Vere ships still moving principally in the doy ond hiding ot nicht during
this period? : _

A, “he posscge JCYOSS the TSUSEIMNA STRL.ITS was always night posscge on acecount
of plones, The DOSSAEES rlong the coxst ol KOTEA were ‘zylight passnges be~

IJ

e~use of the closed woters and islands.
)
Q. To hat extent did night attacks by nlones interfere «rith night possoge of
TSUSEINA STRATITSS
L. There were few sinkings but they 'vere o nuisance,

Booklet referred to wis printed 1n TAKAO.

2 Title: Io. 1 COASTAL ESCORT UI'IT OPERATIONS FLALS.
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