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Ashram,

Sabarmati,
7-12"280

Dear Friend,

I thank you for your letter and
the booklet containing the translated
collection of my writings.

Yours sincerely, !
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FOREWORD
BY

B. L. Atreya, M. A., D. Litt.,

UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF PHILOSOPHY BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY, INDIA

Birla Visiting Prdtessor to America

Gandhi, knewn in India as Mahatma Gandhi——i. e.
the great-souled Gandhi, was the greatest man India has
produced after the Great Buddha. Like that of Lord
Buddha, his name is known all the world over. Gandhi
was not only a great Indian, but a great man. He will
be counted as one of the greatest men the world has ever
produced; and it is difficult to say as to who ranks equal
to him in history, considering the extent of influence in
one’s own life time over one’s own age. We leave it to the
judgment of the public to judge his posthumous influence
over mankind to compare him in this respect with Christ
and the Buddha.

To India Gandhi has been a saviour in more senses
than one, and in having liberated India by non-violent
resistance and non-coope ation, he has given the world a
~ew technique in politics which is the only method of
overthrowing a foreign rule left to any weak but deter-
mined oppressed community.

» Whether Gandhism as a whole will eve: be accepted
in future history as human or national policy or pro-
gramme is doubtful, as to be put into practice it needs a



spiritual outlook, a taith in moral values and an extra-
ordinary self-control and self-sacrifice which are psssible
in case of rare incividuals, at the production of whom the
present-day civilization does not aim, and as human race
may always have fiends and brutes who are too blunt to
be influenced by goodness of others and who believe in
power violence, aggression, and conquest, and so have to
be put down by legalized force.

Despite the criticism that may be levelled against
Gandhism Gandhi was a great personality and his great-
ness lies in love of humanity, his sympathy for the poo:
and oppressed, his fearlessness, courage, and determination.
If humanity could only follow him it will become divine. -
Its past history, however, shows that it has ever remained
where it was, despite all its great teachers. 'Whatever the
‘fate of humanity as a whole, Gandhi will always stand
as a beacon light to the individual travellers on the path
of moral and spiritual perfection, and it is for them that
his auto-biography will serve as a great Bible.

B. L. Atreya
NANKING,
THE 16th February, 1948,
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