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THE GOLDEN BAUBLE

BY MICHAEL KENT

I first met Merrilees’ sat the school en-
trance examination.! He had the boy with
him, and handed him over to me® with what
I thought a rather ridiculous solicitude.*

““My son has been trained thus far’
under my own glgcialiCe,“ sir,”’ he said to
me, in his plaintive, nervous way, ‘““and I
am concerned to know® how he may acquit
himself.”’

I judged he was talking up to me as

some parents will to a schoolmaster, confound

1. Mér'ri-lees, #8 B (A &). 2 School (skddl) entrance
(én"trdns) examination (Eg-zim'l-nd'shiln), A £ #t B B
Handed him over to me, B X F /4 . 4. Rather (xath'sr)
ridiculous (ri-dik’d-lis) solivitude (=8-lis"i-tad), 7T R Z W R
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(b WB). b5 Thus (thiis") far (fiir), I 4. 6, Under my
own guidance (giddns), M L Z X M M. 7. Concerned
(kon-s8rnd”) toknow, R R M A WS K RERE = (X
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them;* but afterwards I found that the touch
of pedantry® was natural, and by no means®

an aﬁ'ectatioﬁn.‘ The examination, I assured
him, was no great ordeal;® but he was
nervous—far more nervous than the boy—and
decided to await the issue.® For close on an
hour' he paced the great hall, examining
the organ,® the trophies,® and the honors
board.** 1 know he wondered if the boy’s
name would ever figure in gold"™ upon the

brown oak panel.” It is there right enough

now, and the shining gold is new. Greatly

laring, he buttonholed™ the Head, who, a

L 'Cantounfl (kdn-found’) them, R ¥ 2 2 & 2 Touch
“tiich) of pedantry (p&d'dnt-r¥), g 4% 2 8. 3. By no means,
E % 4 Affectation (4f-Ek-td’shiin), ff §=; | 5. No
great ordeal (8r'd&ddl), FE X HM ¥ 6. To await the issoe
(sh), R X |/ WM. 7. For cloze on an hour, ¥ B — /B,

3 Organ (or'gin), B~ EF T XBRARD FHLL D
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KRB mS ZaE R eny 4 10, Honors
(6n'8rz) board .(bord), 8 % 4 M £ & 11. Figure (fig'fir)
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trifle blusé' of parental interviews,® gave him
to understand® that the destinies of the school
hung on* his immediate presence in his own
room,?

An entrance examination to a London
secondary school® does not take long,” and
in looking over young Merrilees’ work I was
rather surprised at his standard.®* His
arithmetic simply did not exist, and he had
started neither French nor mathematies, but
his little Latin was sound,® and his reading"
was absolutely free of'! the barbaric accent’ of

our unfortunate suburb. His English com-

position was without technical fault, and

1 Blasé, 32 3%, BB & 2 Parental (pa-rin‘tal) inters
views (in"térvilz), M LB > € 5. 3. Gave him to under-
gtand (On'dEr-stind’), 4 2 X p B &). 4. Hung on,
depend on. & Immediate (i-m&'di-at) presence (préz'éns) ir
hiz own room, ¥ # BE h. 6. Sccondary (sfk'in-di-ry)
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aéhool (skgol), ok 8. 7. Does not take long, 455 A A. 8.
Standard (stin'dard), 2 . 9. Sound, 4 10. Reading,

ASBEr 2 MY ZH. 1L Free of, & 12, Barbaric (biir-
bir"ik) accent (dk'sént), G ¥ 2 4+ .
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indicated a vocabulary® startling® in a boy
of ten. Standing over him as he wrote, I
picked out a sentence—the subject was
St. Thomas of Canterbury. *‘The trucu-
lent marauders slew the great archbishop
dead.’’®

I pointed it out with my finger.

““Oh, thank you, sir,”” said the boy,
smiling gravely as he crossed outt the offend-
ing adjective. ‘‘ Would you consider that
redundant or tautological ?

““This is an examination, not an English
lesson,”” said I, and the boy bent to his
work® again; but I must confess myself im-
pressed with? the polysyllables.®

e e et —————————
1. Vocabulary (vé-kilG-la-r§), 28 3 2 2. 2. Startling

(stir'tling), ¥ W. 3. The truculent (trik’f-1ént) marauders
(ma-rad'@rz) slew (sla) the great (grit) archbishop (drch’
bish'iip) dead, gt 47 % “dead” B& 4. Oroesed (krdat) out,
¥ % 5. Offending (J-fénd"ing) adjective (ad'jek-tiv), &0 L
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f1 2 “dead” #1. 6. Bent to hiswork, fR i X 3 7. Im-
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When I bLroke the news to' Merrilees
that he need have no misgivings® as to the
result,® his relief was pathetic. He evidently
had the impression that the matter in some
fashion* had been influenced by me.®? That
was absurd, vet I don’t think he ever quite
lost the effect of that first interview,® and

regarded me throughout his son’s school

iife' as in some sort a deus ex machina.® Flat-
tering, but embarrassing. One or two little
things that I did for the boy later were simply
forced on me,®” to keep up my utterly un-

merited reputation.’

1. Broke the news to, L {§ B #. 2 Need have no mis-
givings (mis-giviingz), & & { 57 & . 3. Result (r&-zilt")
B MW ET; 8. 4 Insome fashion (fash’iin), in some way #.
5. Influeuced (in’fléo-dnst) by me, ¥ F H. 6. First inters
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view (In't&r-vil), B~ KR Z X IE. 7. School (skdol) life,
HBEfN. 8 Dens ex machina, i T X. G HRAZR. 9.
Forced on me, iR k8 #%. 10. Unmerited (fin-mér'it-éd) reputa<
tion (réptta'shiin), MM T Z AR
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Curiously enough, though I had never
been into Merrilees’ shop before, I went ip
Ly chance,® to order® a book, within a fort.
night of that examination. I could not for
the life of me® remember where I had seen
that rather pale, intelligent face with the
wistful eyes of the idealist,* but he remem-
béred me well enough. The boy, it appeared,
was delighted with® his school, and anything
that delighted the boy enraptured him. I
found him naively interested in® the char-
acters of the stafi’ as tradition and the boy’s

experiences had revealed them.® There was

_-“———-m._—___———“_.

1. By chance (chins), {% #8. 2. Order (6r'dér), 32 % 3.
For the lfeof me, B W ;W& 4 Wi-tiul (wist’[yl)

eyes of the idealist(I-de'al-1st), UM M B BT Z —~H. 5.
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nothing mean about such talk; Merrilees was
far too much of a hero worshiper,! He
secemed to consider the possession of a stuff
gown® only one degree less reverend than
that of a halo,® and he was learned* in the
matter of sleeves and hoods.® This struck me
as all the stranger,® seeing how vast was his
own reading, much more catholic® than my
own, though it only embraced one language.®
It began with Chaucer’ and ended with the
October book lists. His memory was in-
fallible.

I got into the habit of*" dropping into™

the little room behind the shop, to yarn about

-— = = m—— - | ———— s — e R i e —— T ——— T ———— i — e — -

1. Hero worshiper (h&'rd wirship&r), M g 28 %
B M AWMAe 2 Stafl (stii) gown (goun), 2 4 8 (3
ZH M X EAR 3 Halo (hi"o), B H B & A i &
Z M. 4. Learned (16/néd) in, 3 40; 2. 5. Matter(mdt’cr)

of sleeves (slévz) and hoods (hoods), 8 4 81 B Z B 3 &) &
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“gleeves " J¢ “hoods” k. 6, All the stranger (strin'jir), ¥
#t. 7. Catholic (kath's-l1k), B§. 8. Embraced (&m-bLrist’)
one langnage (lip'gwaj), 3 2& 3. 9. Chaucer, -} P it §2 8§
2% 3¢ A 10, Got into the habit of, i 3 — B RV IX 11
Dropping (drdp’ing) into, A.
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books over a pipe and a glass,® in the eve.
ning. As a matter of fact, I got to like the
little man—he was so sincere—and, as time
went on,® he disclosed gradually, tentatively,
more of his soul to me.®? You see, his wife
had died when Alan was three years old, and
the little stationer had been father, mother,
nurse, and tutor to him till he came to us.*
He had done his work well, too. There waa
nothing of the prig® about Alan, nor any-
thing of a weakling. Old Merrilees, in some
far-off day of his youth, had been a light-
weight boxer,® and after I got to dropping in

on them, I have often seen him acting second

1. Over a pipe and a glass (glas), - A |tk W@ — X
BB &ES 2. Astimewent on, H ff — H. 3. Disclosed
(d1s-k1824") oo more of Lis sonl(=dl) to me, ¥ LA 30 .0 R b 5 &

#® 4Tilbecametous, “us”" MW P U X X BRI B
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W, #CEE OB Gk 4K b AR DL R, B O
WZRXZBZHNE 2R
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boxer (bdx¢r), EAREL I ZERfME TAER R

RMERFEFRHZMES S “Lightweight "5 88— H
=t+adgEAZA
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to* his son in a round with the gloves® against
the errand boy?® of the firm, who would get
an extra half-crown*® a week on account of
his often infirmities.

““Chin up! "% the little man would ery,
when the boy took a hard one.® ‘‘ Chin up,
and a straight left,? old man !?’®

He had no sympathy for whining,

I remember an affair at the school. A
big youth—in age far above his form,? in
intelligence as far below it—cast the epithet
““ swotter " at young Merrilees. The subse-

quent proceedings™ occurred at the back of

I, Acting second to, R P 8F 2 4 B8 A £ “second,” 2.
In & round with the gloves (glivz), MBS X N F W E I R
ZFE&RBE“goves; "R =EFHAKE— B B —“round.”
3. Errand (&rfdnd) boy, M X 4. Extra (fks'tra) hall-
crown (hif-kroun), S M 2 & £ 8. 5. Chinup, 88 $ ch 5F
A ZYslang” 6. Tookahard one, R W~ TF. 7. Straight
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RFELTEKHB &R TR "old man" 4. 9. Fore
& & 10. Swotter, “slang” Z —. 11, Subsequent (=il
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the cadet rifle range,’ and Alan came off
with a cut over the eye, but otherwise un.
ruffled.® Not so* his antagonist ; he arrived
home so far the worse for wear® that his
mother wrote the Head a flaming and
hysterical epistle’ on the subject of bully-
ing,” and threatened proceedings.® The
Head invited the parents to meet him and
talk the matter over, ag the police court is
not the type of advertisement we desire.
The course was adopted, and Merrilees came
roﬁnd to meet the lady, rather fearing that

his son had learned more boxing than was

good for him,®
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(&-pis”l), MRELZW. 7. Subject (sib’jEkt) of bullying (bul’y-

ing), M KB APZH KSEANEFSELTE T G
8. Threatened (thrét"nd) proceedings (pro-s8d'ingz), B §58 §8 %

% O Thanwasgoodforhim, I X B L H B o % 4.
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‘ Ho,” she cried truculently, *‘ and you
are the father of the great bully who has
knocked my poor boy’s teeth out 7 ”’

¢ Yes,” replied Merrilees quietly, “I am
the father. Mere is the great bully, and [
only hope he gave as good as he got.”™

The Head did not restrain a smile. There
was a difference of six inches to the
disadvantage of the ‘‘great bully,””* and
the contrast even silenced the offended
maftron.

“You may go back to your form,’’ said
the Head.

““Chin up!?” cried old Merrilees to the
boy as he passed. Then to the Head: ‘1

l.Gaveasgood as he got, BT A dh— B A F 2 &
% Z & 2 Sixinches to the disadvantage (dig’al-van'tij)

of the “great bully,” T # J- 88 X &t 4 = +F 41, ““ oreat
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must thank you for adopting this course, sir
—it was most satisfactory.”’

They were so zelf-contained, those two,
that for years I did little more than know
the swface of their lives,® taking tea with
Merrileez and talking books, heraldry, the
history of names—which interested him
mightily—and occasionally sport. Incidental

talk® one evening elicited the fact that I had
knocked two fifths of a second off the 100,°

years ago, when I was up. He came across
the name in °‘‘ Whitaker,”’* and asked if I

was related to the runner. After that the

boy regarded me as one of the immortals.®

1. Surface (siir'fis) of their lives, £ — & B & 2 ¥ <.
2. Incidental (in'si-d®n'tdl) talk, & 48 Z §k85. 8. Knocked
(ndkt) two fifthe of a second off the 100, “ 100" 5 W 55 % &,

“thofilthsof asecond”" BEF Zo8, IS E R, 8N
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He was always much too good a sort to trade
on the fact that' I visited his father, but,
when sports term?® came round, he asked me
if I would give him some training tips.®* He
was in my form* then, and, as far as I could
see, likely to take a good place in it,® though
““ Maths 7% were always a stumblingblock’
to him. I took him out® once or twice and
gave him starting practice.? There isn’t
much one can do for a kid of thirteen, and
his father’s work had been so thorough that
I had little to add te it. However, he

cleared off® all the events® in the Junior

1. To trade on the fact thate....., ¥l fE EH L | 2. 2
Sports (sports) term, 8 o Z I B} 3. 3. Traiving (trin’ing)
tips, W ES) Z & 4 Form, £ 5. Take a good place
init, 3 0% 2 oh & #FOR 8 6 Maths,” gl ¢ Mathematics.”
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7. Stumblingblock (stim’bling-bldk"), B 3L & 47 2 4% (3¢ B
= R). 8 Took bim out, “ Took him out to the playgronnd.'
g. Starting (stiirt’ing) practice(prik’tis), ek #8 & 2 8. 10.
Cleared off, %, {3 88 3. 11, Events (&vints"), % M i 6.
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Cup. He had insisted on entering for® an
open 830, and got a 60-yard start*—not g
great handicap considering the advanced
years of the scratch starters,® It was a great
race. The boy, running easily, overhauled
every one in front,® but it was not from that
direction that the peril would come. Hali-
way round the fourth lap,” with a straight
run to the tape,® he was leading® by only a
dozen yards, when a couple of seniors,®
running like hounds in ery," challenged him.,
The little man was waiting at the corner.
““ Chin up, old man,’’ he called, ‘‘ and go all

out | 7?2

LJunior Cup, p ZEMF=2H SH22REBAE
THREXFGPZMES “Junior Cup,” 2, Entering (&n’teér
Ing) for, B3 4E. 3. OpenB8S0, RER & fh 2 M T MFEZA
BATSEIER 4, 60-yardstart, X+ B 285 D X4
3% di. 5. Feratch (skriich) starters (stirtérz), 2 i 8 % N

CAEEERRE BRMDEHL 6 Infront, NN 2
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I have never before seen a boy of his age
call up the hidden resources of his being' in
such & way. He had had a grueling aflter-
noon,? and I judged that there was not a
sprint left in him,® but he sprang to the call’
like a fawn. It was a mere fangle’® at the
tape, but I had got near enough to see
the two seniors, taking a course® wide of the
rail, fling themselves over the line a fraction

of a second? before the boy. All three were

on the ground when I reached the judge’s

1, Call up the hidden resources (re-=0rs'éz) of his being,
BE X — 3 B A 2 Groeling (gru'dl-ing) afterncon (&f'tér-
woon’), B R ZTH MERTEER2 #. 3. Not a
sprint (sprint) leftinhim, R M ENE S EL N =8
EZETSE A “sprinl," SRUREE SRAR D E
‘““sprint”’ 5. 4. Sprang (spriing) to the call, 8 » RX = W
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mark, and panting like gas engines.! The
indicator gave the boy third place, but I was
standing close to Cannan,® the winner, when

he got up. He stretched a hand to Merrilees

and helped him to his feet.®

“By George, kid,” he said, ‘“ you gave
us something to run for! I shouldn’t care
to come against you in three years’ time,

when you go for the Senior Cup.’™

And Merrilees was happier than if he
had got first place. Cannan, you see, was

captain® of the school.

I mention the incident beeause I think

that this occasion had a great effeet in

1. Panting (pant'ing) like gay engined (g én'jine),) 65 0
PP 2. Cannan, H ok, A £, 3. Helped him 4o Lis feet,
Wy 2z & 4. Shouldn’t ceve. SeniorCop, M= 40tk ik B
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breaking down that barrier of reserve’ behind
which those two led their lives. I became
more closely identified with® their interests,
saw more of them, and after many days
I was admitted a member of their great
secret.”

At times, when I had rizen to go at the
end of an evening’s talk, Alan, till then
struggling with his home work,* wherein he
rigorously excluded any hint of appeal to me,
would bring forth a large brass-bound desk®

from a side table and place it beneath the
light. At times his father would restrain

him,* “1I won’t do any work? to-night,”

1. Breaking (brak'ing) down that barrier (bir't-8r) of
recerve (1828rV), FER R BRUAFB ZR I 2. Closely
identified (i-dén"ti-fid) with, B /% ). 3. Member (mé&m’-

b¥r) of their great secret (s&'krit), M EASFE KB ¥ 2 A
(X P W R. 4 Stroggling (strig”ling) with his home work,
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aj)'l'l
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he might say. In the beginning I judged
this work to be a matter of bookkeeping!

but that I discovered to be entirely wrong,
Fuller enlightenment® came at the end

of the term.® I had called round® to see them
before going off to North Wales,” and, befors
I left, the evening post’ brought the boy's
report.

Ag form-master,” I had written a general
summary of Alan’s work. “‘ What he does
easily he does well; it remains for him to
school his mind® to work in uncongenial
fields.”’? Every one knows the pedantry tha

is considered proper to school reports.

1. A matter (mit’8r) of bookkeeping (hdok-kép'mng), #
it — ¥ k. 2. Fuller (fyl'ér) enlightenment (n-lit"n-mént),
1 e S End of the term, @£ 8 8. 4 Called
round, £ &% 5. North Wales, ik i 37 4k #f, it 5. 6. Eve-
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The father read it and passed it on to the
boy. ‘“There are your instructions,” he
said. “‘ Follow them,' or how can you help

me with my message later on ? 7

He spoke a little softly, reverently, I
thought, and as though he had forgotten my
presence.” He started a moment when he
recollected that he was not entirely alone

with the boy.

““ My work,”” he explained to me—*‘if
it would not weary you,® I would like to tell

you of it some day.”*

When I came back in September, he

revealed his secret. He was writing a book,

1. FOHOW_ (i51'5) them, # Z i 7. 2. Forgotten (fdr-
git’n) my presence (préz'éns), B M Z A L= 8. If it
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an epic poem' in blank verse.® Shyly,
tentatively he unfolded it to me,” the project
of his life.

¢ It may strike you* as presumptuous,
sir, but I have not undertaken the work
lightly,® nor, if I can judge myself," from
mere ambition or common conceit’ for g
literary reputation.”® I could acquit him of
that.*

He told me he had published a book of
verse before, an experiment” to fit him for
‘the great enterprise, ‘‘ the message.”

At the mere mention of his message the
little bookseller glowed.™ That hesitant

L. Epie (&p'ik) poem (pd'ém), & 3 #%. 2. Plank (blink)
verse (vErs), R E & % 8. Unlolded (iin-f5ld"&d) it to me,
3. 4. Strike (strfk) you, B B 8. 5. Lightly (if'l5),
R RAODHEAE 6 I I can judge (jiij) mysell, HF R A A
sz E 7. Common (kim'in) conceit (kdn-s&t’), ® A
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pedantry of speech' fell from him.? His

words came readily,® forceful, apposite. Here
was the gleam he followed,* the ideal

nourished within the man,® known only

through the lonely years to his own heart

and Alan’s.

““My song,”” he said, ““my message to
humanity ’®—and he spoke low, as a mother

of her dead child”—'*it shall make a saner
.world.‘ It shall be a light to future races®
and a guidepost to the perfect state? As
one of your old poets said, sir, ‘It shall be

more enduring than bronze,™ defying the

1, Hesitant (héz'i-tdnt) pedantry (péd'dnt-ry) of speech
(spéech), I X X M AR ZHERE. 2 Feli(iel) from
him A E WMWK A 4 3. Hiswonds came readily (réd’-
F¥), M im M 4. 4. The gleam (glém) he followed, — 4 Ff
BB 2% —EHE2Z5 K 5 Withn the man,
A XMW 6. My message (wés'dj) to humanity (hi-min'i-
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corroding tempest and the passage of in-
numerable years.’”* Surely,”” he concluded
wistfully, ‘‘surely patient study, long insistent
labor, and a heart bent through half g
lifetime®* in this service, must attain some-

thing for mankind.”

The ** experiment ’’* which he gave me
interested me. It consisted mainly of short
verses built in a nuclear manner* round cer-
tain salient lines® of older, greater poets.

““To where, beyond these voices, there is

Peace,’’® had furnished a sonnet;” ‘The

cloud-capped palaces ’’® had laid the founda-

L. Deiying (d&-[U'ing) the corroding (ké-rdd'ing) tem-
pest (tém'pist) and the passage (pis’dj) of innumerable
(Fnf-mrd-b'l) years, 3¢ 21 B & BRI J% 4% Bx6s U @ (% %
e Bep¥). 2. A heart (hirt) bent through (thréd) hali a
lifetime, T2 42 4 & e, 3. Experiment (Skepérimént), 1§ #
CETZEX. 4. Built (bilt) in a nuclear (nf'klé-ér) manner
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tions for a lyric* full of vague longing,® and
old Omar’s eynic tag,® ““ What, did the hand,
then, of the Potter shake ? '* had inspired a
page of grave rebuke.*

But, and here is the tragedy,® all his
humble, faithful work, his loyalty to ethies as
a science and literature as a craft, did not

relieve his page of dullness.® On this stupen-

dous subject” he had no humor.

Once he told me how his dream had
grown. First the message was to be a mere

régime—an etherealized blend® of Swedish

drill and sociology. Then advancing years’

1. Lyric (lir'ik), ¥ & 2. Vague (vdg) longing (Iong-
ing), 2 @ Z M M. 3. Cynic (sinik) tag (tig), 9% 5% M.
4, Grave(grdv) rebuke(r&-biik’), J{if. 5. Tragedy(trij’s-dy),
SERfES R W B ¥ A 6 Relieve (r&18y") his page of
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touched the steel of his sinews,® and hi
calisthenic zeal abated. He set to writings
play®* in blank verse. Some whiff of un-
reality® which the stage attracts tainted the

play* in his meticulous mind,* and he aban.
doned that® for his blank verse epic.

Sometimes he would give me extracts to

take home? and read, and I read them sadly,

with a cruel, involuntary perception® of their
mere ludicrous quality.” It was like that old
tale they have in Belgium™ of the poor fool
who stood aside at the festival of Our Lady,*

weeping, for that he alone of all men® had

- —— - m—

1, Steel of his sinews (sin"uz), i 2 &k B R (G R R).
2, Aplay, B2 fli. 3. Some whiff (bwif) of unreality (iu'ré
AfitY), A ¥ £ Z ®. 4. Tainted (tant’éd) the play, 35 3% X
B 3. 5. Meticulons( mé&-ticha-lds)mind, §§ ¢ 2 . 6. Aban
doned (@-biin"diind) that, 3¢ 2. 7. To take home, 3l [E & %
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naught' with which to honor Her. Yoy
remember how, out of a broken and g
contrite heart,® he crept into the church at
night, and did his show® with quips and

prancings, song and labored jest, before the

lighted image in its shrine.*

That parable took my fancy.” Often, as
Merrilees talked to me, mouthing out® hi
barren lines” so earnestly, I saw him in mot.
ley,® with long, bell-tipped ass’s ears anc
humble entreaty on his face, rehearse his
stale japes® at the altar rail.* Then I won-

dered how it would end, and I was afraid

1. Had naunght(nat), 4 6. 2. Ont of a hroken(brd’k’n)
and a contrite (kén"trit) heart, #& 3 3 f§. 3. Did his show,
7 AL BB 2 W 4. Lighted image in ita shrine (shrin),
MR Z @ 5 Took my fancy ([An'sy), M 4§ 3% &
6. Mouthing out, §t H; M WM. 7. Barren (bir'gn) lines, § 1§
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Would he become less reticent,” and lay him.
self? open to unfeeling contempt?®* Woulg
Alan begin to see ‘‘the message’’ in the col
light of a critical judgment* as he grew up!
The conclusion of the ancient legend gaye
me but little hope.

When the monks awoke at the sound of
ribald song,® and came to drive the revele
forth, they picked up the fool’s bauble and
the lute, cast as an offering® within the rail
and then they became aware’ that in their
judgment they had erred. The saint had
changed the poor fool’s alms to gold. What
alchemy could do so much for Merrilees ¥

1. Become less reticent, R w4 H ZB R 2. Lay
himself open to, £ A. 3. Unfveling (in-[&l'ing) contempt
(kon-témpt’), 38 4% 5 1% 2 @ & O 4. See the messape
(mésfaj) in the cold lizht of a critical (krit’t-kdl) judgment
(Jijmént), M & (8 & M Z 0, 8 M &R P 2 A & o804
MOFRRARXLZAMFT LEMMZ O A EFRFRRRE
R AN ZWEREMNBEFTFTH 5. At the sound of,
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The years passed. Alan went wik

them? up the school. I still called in,* bu
avoided the topic of *‘ the message.’’

Again Alan came to me for sport
training. He and Merrilees and I made the
Intermediate Cup® safe as houses for him.
Though age disqualified him,” I think he
might have made a very decent showing® in

the Senior. However, we waited for sports

day without anxiety.” He carried off® the
sprint and hurdles®’ easily. Next came the
high jump.”® He was jumping well at 4 feet

3 inches when only two others were left in,

1. Went with them, H4g {)l 5. 2. Called in, §f. &
“ Intermediate (In"t¥r-m@&didt) Cup,” p B EW h Z =8
BZB R ERXFRRAZ M 4 Safe ns house for
him, B FIVESFE ISR KB E & 5 Ageds
qualified (dwkwdl'fid) bim, & @ K R 4, &5 @ R %



( 55 )

4 — 4, B OB 2 ¥E R R B
AT EE, 0 Bk SR8
H A58 K NE &) %,

HEAMKREETIETREZ®
Bik. LENH—CZ AHER
MER L Z B, TT 48 Z 684
ZmEEAR e AXE P, 5K
Ul 4 R 8, A e TR A Wy 2 35
REM A e AL, AL
AN, BEFH@FFESEEA, Z
FE, Pl T, TER) HFE, b
e 5 BE OBEFE M & Bk W OSE M, 5
e — RMEEXZ2R MED
e EM R =ZF, W4 6k, 214t
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The stick was going up by single inches.’
At 4 feet 4 inches he swerved in his jump
and came down, one foot on the tan and one
on the grass. The lower level of the grass

sprained his right ankle., Merrilees came over

the ropes® to us.

““ What's the trouble, old man ?” he
eried.

The boy was biting hard on his lower
ip. “I'm crocked,””® he said. “‘I can’t
run.’’

It was not the pain that made him wince,
though that was bad enough. There was

a lump on his instep the size of a duck’s

ege.

1. By single inches, 4 3¢ g — f. 2. The ropes, i 0 &
EERZBUOMEMANZAX 8 I'm crocked (krokt),




( 57 )

RZEE - A BMAEX
m—-~F, EWM R W ~F &, 7> —
MG REREREK S BT
MR, —2F HE. — 2 FRE
MW, LM A 22 BREEH
. ME B or B K, 2 88 T &, 18 I
S BT or Hio 2K,

[, K, R

SR TES H, & B %
&% A fg AL R,

IS X 1 E -
TR K, FEER R RERZ
3, Bk m g 5,

Uelang” B, RE & &



( 58 )

““ Hard lines,’’ said the father, and the
boy’s grip of his lip softened. The corners
of his mouth went down.

“Chin up!?” said DMerrilees sharply.
““Chin up, and a straight left, old man!”

The boy hardened immediately. His
two rivals® had been a moment in talk,®
then Taylor took his jump. His KEknees
caught the lath—a lamentable exhibition.?
Alan watched it a moment, then he called to
Taylor: ** Come here a jiffy.””*

Taylor® ecame. ‘‘It's rotten luck,®
Leggy,”’” he said. At school they all
called him Merrylegs® —the incomparable

L Two rivals (ri'vlz), M= B i Z A. 2. A moment
(m8'mént) in talk, 3¢ % — & §&. 3. Lamentable (lim'én-ta-
b'l) exhibition (&k-si-bishi'tn), & & Z B ¥ 4. A jifiy
(Jif§), “In a jilly ” Mi; 3£ 8. 5. Taylor, K& (A &B). 6
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instinet! for names® that every healthy
school possesses. ‘‘ Rotten Iluck, Leggy.
Will vou be fit for the 440 ? °°

““ I shan’t* be fit for a week,’’ gaid Alan.
“You fight it out square between you.’”

‘““ Leggy,’” said Taylor, *‘ you're a decent
gort;® we will.”"”

““ Good man,”” said old Thompson,® the

second master, who was standing by, but
the boy did not hear. His father had bent

down.
‘“ Well played, old man!”’ said he.

Young Merrilees had the roughest luck’

of any one I have ever had to deal with. If

1. Incomparable (in-kom'pd-ra-b’l) instinet (in'stipkt),
& F 2 A8 2. For names, g “ For nicknames.” 3. 440,

PME M S RS 4 1shan’t, 8 “I shall not.” 5. Fight
it out square (skwir) between you, ‘‘ Slang ” th §§; “ Fight it

out between you,” ¢k = A — it ¥ I; “Square” F
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pure chance’ had the power to do him an
evil turn,® it always did. In his sporis he
probably worked harder than any boy in
the school to hold those three cups® in
succession. The *‘ Junior ?’ was his almost
without a fight,® the ‘‘Inter® was taken
from him by pure adverse forture, and ihe
‘ Senior,”” In his last year at school, was
snatched from him by the outbreak of war,’
The school had to cut e@enseg” you see,

and ‘‘ sports 7’ was eliminated.

However, the old man’s ancient tag’
carried him over.” I was in at the bookshop

that night when Alan came home.

1, Unre chanece (cldns), R £ . 2. Do him an evil tarn,
SMEHEXE S Threecups, i ¥ Juulor, Intermediate % Senior
Cups.” 4. In snecession (slik-sésh’in), 3B #. 5. Without a
fight, RN F &. 6 “Inter,” @y “' Intermediate.” 7. Qut-
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“ They’ve dropped the sporis because of
the War,” he said.

““Chin up!” said old Merrilees.
‘“ There’s a bigger fight' on than that, old

man.”’

““You're a decent old sport, dad,’” said
Alan, as he passed through into the little
room beyond; and I—well, I just thought
that, if some miracle did not turn the poor
fool’s bauble into gold, Eternal Justice would
have a lot to make up in some other world
than this, I don’t want to bhe. irreverent,

but I had got to love those two.
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It was in the spring of last year, and
about the middle of term, that Alan dropped
into my classroom. He was in the Upper
Sixth now and school eaptain, so in my
lowly sphere® of the Thirds I saw very little
of him except at home.

“ I'm offf to-morrow, sir,”” he said, all
excitement. ‘‘ I've been up to Holborn® to
see the colonel of the Inns of Court® The
Head wrote me a letter of introduction;® he’s

been awfully decent, sir.”’

““ Ah,”’ I said, with one eye on the class,
‘“and what does the dad say ? "’

1. Lowly sphere (sigr), 8 E R 24, NS WE 7 X
“ Upper Six,” “ The Thirds” K i — & £ 2 & #, EWF R
FEd 2 Tmofl, FAT BN 8 Holbon W B (B
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“He'd like me to wait till I was ove

nineteen, sir, but he does not object.”

““ It’11 be a bit of a wrench.”’

“It will for both of us, sir; but look,
there’s Barker' and Tunstall®* and Geddes.®
They’re no older than me, and they’ve gone.
It's up to us* to do something. Did you see
that Geddes went down® in the Ghazt last

week ?7’

“Isaw., When doyougo ?”’

““I report in the City to-morrow at
twelve.’’

‘““ Well, with your cadet training,® half

your work is over; you'll be at Berkhamsted"

1. Barker, G H (A &) 2. Tonstal, #H 8 (A £K).
5. Geddes, I W (AK). 4 Uptous, W3 NN (X op B
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a month, and you'll be wearing a Sam Browne!
inside of three. I wish you luck.”

He started on a panegyric® which I am
not poseur enough to say’ was unpleasing, but
it was wearisome. The chap’s* memory for
minutig® was surprising.

““1 shall come round to-night,” I said
before he left, and so he went. There were
plenty of folk at school Merrilees wanted a
word with® before he got into khaki.”

It was even as I said: the boy got his
commission® within a little more than four

months, and he was in France® by the middle

of August.

e - N
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This threw the old man more into his
1

manuscript’ than ever.* He grew a little
thinner, I think, but those idealist eyes® of
his were keener and more proud.* They
reminded me of a Nelson® picture in the
Portrait Gallery.® 1 forget who drew it,” but
out of® a frail face, writhen lips, and blue-
white, veiny nostrils, pours® an unquenchable
buoyancy,” a flood of spiritual vigor,™ the
ardor of invincible youth.™ It was strangely
pathetic to me to see the man hammering
out his futile phrases,” such wasted effort,™ so

forlorn a hope,” it seemed.
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Yet it was no mean thing! to make a
chap like Alan,* body and spirit,® as he had
done. Perhaps, then, the gleam "which
Merrilees had followed through his life had
not been a lantern to his own path alone.’

No, I am sure it had not.%

In the winter he typed® his ma.ﬁuscript
laboriously, with loving care’ and innumer-
able variants of phrase and line,® with a
ceaseless dribble of footnotes.? He sent it
to Serymegeour and Dalrymple,® and spent

another six weeks working on the manuseript.

. —
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That month of waiting told on®' Merrilees,
With the boy at the Front,* and the book
fighting for its life* in a publisher’s office,
the foundations of his life* were shivered.
" In those days, seeing the fire die down in
him,® or blaze but fitfully,® I judged that he
could not long survive’ the loss of those two
interests.

Alan came back for short leave® at the
end of September, big, brown, and self-
reliant. His father looked shrunken beside
him,? as if grown old on a sudden,” but

for® the eyes that ever glowed. ““I am a

1. Told on, X A7 €6 %, W1 3¢ €2 50 M 3 € Wi K ¥ 4. 2.
At the Front (frint), #¢ £ 3¢ Wi. 3. Fighting for life, 3 $ 4
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citizen of no mean city,’” he burst in at the
end of one of his son’s tales; and *‘ Yes,
they're good chaps,’” came back the boy’s
sober reply, typical, I thought, of* two great-

hearted men.®
At his father’s special request,* I went

down with them at foggy dawn to Charing
Crose.® The old man looked very frail
Alan shook hands at the gate, then ‘‘Chin
up, and a straight left, dad!”” he said, with
a light pat® of the hand upon his father’s
shoulder. ‘‘That's the only lesson worth
learning,? and you taught me that.” So he

was gone.

1. No mean city (= great city **). 2. Typical (tipT-kal)
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We jogged back, chilly enough, to take
our breakfast in the little room behind the
bookshop. The post had just arrived, and
brought a heavy foolscapenvelopet Merrilees
was not long in®* ghowing me the publishers’
note. It was formal, quite polite, but,
as I thought, very final® They thanked
Mr. Merrilees for letting them see ‘‘The
Way of Wisdom.””® Their reader was of
opinion® that no opening was likely to occur
for a work of such an ambitious nature for

some time to come, and they therefore re-

turned 1it.

1. Foolscap (I6blz’kiip”) envelope (&n'vi-lop), B >
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final (fi'nadl), WEMHER, EFXREA B 4 “The Way of



( 81 )
FNEEED W, T H %

SEETRE BUEME, B &
+ATH A E T ZE % AR
Ao HER SLLLBATH R ANZ W
FFR WD R T, AR
Pe A%, K B AR M 2 4 DL O o
Z S0 — W SR M, A NERZ
B BWRA P ZEME B
A B FOBCR R DR A
# 3% 7 &

Wisdoaw (wiz'dim),”” 5t | 231, 00 2 8 75 4.
opinion, & At



( 82 )

““ Chin up!’’ =aid I to the old man halt
consciously. ‘‘There are plenty of publishers
in the world, you know.”’

““Al,” said he, mo whit cast down,?
‘““don’t you see what it means, sir ? The work
is not good enough for printer’s ink, not yet.
I must work at it again, remodel, recast.
Sooner or later my message will be taken
without question.® Till it is perfeect, it must
be done again.”’

I went back to my rooms comforted,®

Half way through October came the
shock.* It was after nearly nine months of

trench warfare,” broken only by two heavy

1. No whit cast down, #8 it — L& 4 3 &% 2 Withount
q:estion (kwis'chiin), §% ¥&; #. 3. Comlorted (kim'f&rt-ed, X
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GGerman piercing movements which had failed.
On a sudden, one morning, we woke up to'
placards heavy with heroie phrase:* *‘ Great
British Advance.”” The evening papers grew
anecdotal, and I eame upon the following:

““ A corporal of the Bartonshires® tells a
splendid incident of the rescue of a whole
company of DMeltonshires.* The company
had advanced too far, losing touch with their
left flank. A strong party of the enemy
with machine guns enfiladed their position
and widened the gap.® The corporal tells

with pride* how his lieutenant,® seeing the

o—— T —

1. Woke up to, B2 By ¥ fl, {E @ L. 2. Placards
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certain death which threatened the Melton-

shires in their retirement, led his platoon!
against the German machine guns. ‘There
were about thirty of us,’ says the corporal,

‘and behind the machine guns the Huns
were organizing a counter-attack,® when the
lieutenant mustered us. “‘ We must give the
Meltons a chance,’’ he says. ‘‘Who follows?”
he says. Then, seeing we was all on it}
““Chin up, an’ a straight left ! ”” he sings
out, and went at* the machine guns, We
knocked out those guns,’” said the corporal, .
‘but we lost our lieutenant. He was a fine

chap, if ever there was one.” We gathef

1. Platoon(pla-téon’), 4 i . 2. Counter-attack (koun’
tBrd-tik’), 5L & #8. 3. “ We was all on it,” “ We were all on
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from other sources® that the young lieutenant
of the Bartons has framed a battle-cry® which
carried our brave troops far, for from Pasteert
to La Valée® the phrase* has spread, and
yvou may hear our men move to the attack
along the whole line now with a laugh and
a cheer, and ‘ Chin up, and a straight left!’ ”’

The story took me with a heavy heart®
round to the bookseller’s shop, meditating
on the way® what comfort” I might bring.
I was surprised when I saw the old man;

he was not sorry, he was proud.

““You have seen the evening paper ? "’
I asked.

1. We gather (gith’€r) from other sources (sdrses), gt i
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““ Yes,’’ he said unbrokenly, with head
erect. *‘ That was splendid—splendid !
I saw that he could not have heard the

Nnews.

““ But Alan——"" 1 said.

‘“ Yes, Alan,’ he replied. ‘‘Britain can
be proud of Alan, whom, under God, I
helped to fashion so.™

I was humbled.

‘““ England can be proud of his father,
too,’” said L.

Then we sat and talked together quietly,
almost happily, of the boy’s young days, hdw
dear he had been in a hundred gentle ways.

1. I helped to fashion ([#sh’dn) so, WM — W 2 5 K%
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Towards the end I put in a word about his
message. 1 thought, perhaps, some occupa-
tion would hold off* the reaction® that I
feared.

‘“ My message ?” he said. “°' I made a
mistake about ‘my message’’’—and he
looked down into the grate, all littered with
paper ash. ‘I dreamed it needed many
thousand words to tell. It was not so.
Mankind can read a great lesson in a little
shell,? sir. IExcuse me for a moment.”’

He went out into the shop and returned

a moment after, bearing the placard of a

halfpenny evening paper.*
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¢« Here 15 my message,’’ said he. He
threw out a hand with something fine and
dignified in gesture towards the fireplace.
‘“« That ’prentice work of mine I burned

to-night; but this—this word to all man-

kind*—this shall endure!’*®

| He spread the bill before me, and I read
the tag sprawling over the sheet in heavy
pica—
¢“ Crmv Up, AND A StrRAIGHT LErr!”
So the Eternal Alchemist had wrought
His work,® and the fool’s bauble, erude and
nothing worth, was glittering at last in purest
gold.*
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