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* The Tiger

Tlger! Tiger ! burning bright

In the forests of the night,

What immortal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry ?
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In what distant deeps or skies
Burnt the fire of thine eyes ?

On what wings dare he aspire ?
What the hand dare seize the fire ?

And what shoulder and what art

Could twist the sinews of thy heart?
And when the heart began to beat,
What dread hand ? and what dread feet ?

What the hammer ? what the chain ?
In what furnace was thy brain ?

What the anvil? what dread grasp
Dare its deadly terrors clasp ?

When the stars threw down their spears
And water’d heaven with their tears,

Did he smile his work to see ?

Did he, who made the Lamb, make thee ?
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Tiger ! Tiger ! burning bright

In the forests of the night,

What imniorta.l_ hand or eye

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry ?

—William Blake.
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* Music is well said to b@}he speech of angels ;
in fact, nothing among the utterances allowed to
man is felt to be so divine. Tt brings us near to the
Infinite ; we look for moments, across the cloudy
elements, into the eternal Sea of Light, when song
leads and inspires us. Serious nations, all nations
that can still listen to the mandate of Nature, have
prized song and music as the highest; as a vehicle
for worship, for prophecy, and for whatsoever in
them was divine.

What a road have men travelled! The waste that
is made in music is probably among the saddest of
all our squanderings of God’s gifts. Music has, for
a long time past, been avowedly mad, divorced from
sense and the reality of things; and runs about now
as an open Bedlamite, for a good many generations
‘back, bragging that she has nothing to do with
sense and reality, but with fiction and delirium only ;
and stares with unaffected amazement, not able to
suppress an elegant burst of witty laughter, at my
suggesting the old fact to her.

—THOMAS CARLYLE: The Opera: 1852.
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