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PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH ECHOES

o

IT may not be out of place for the author of the English

portion of this little work to say a few words of intro-
duction to the sonnets. The little Tamil volume reached the
present writer in Oxford on its first publication, and when
he then received it, he pointed out, what seemed to him to
be the case, that, although each single line possessed dis-
tinet poetic merit, and the whole collection gave clear
indication of a new departure in Tamil poetry, these short
poems could hardly with propriety be called sonnets. They
are in fact for the most part of the class of composition
called in Tamil Kanji (s7e5&). The peculiarity of the Tamil
initial rhyme deprives them of the characteristic which has
given its name to the Italian Sonnetfo. Moreover, the
unity of subject or idea, and the culmination or point in the
conclusion, are mostly wanting. The absence of final rhyme
is, however, the greatest difficulty, and cannot, at least at
present, it would seem, be overcome.

The forty-one short Tamil poems here reprinted are
generally very musical, and have eonsiderable artistic finish,
while the sentiment is interesting, and forcibly expressed.
The English echoes are not, strictly speaking, translations,

, but rather adaptations, though some of them follow very
closely the Tamil Text. A few are the originals, on which
the Tamil is founded. The aim on the part of the English
co-worker has been to bring about, as far as was possible, an
amalgamation of English and Tamil ideas. Except in a few
cases, which are noted, they are not translations of any
existing English poems. The present writer feels a great
interest in this vigorous attempt made by the able Tamil
post (who is already known by his remarkable Dramatic
compositions) to initiate a new departure in Tamil postry.-

Doubtless, there are many of our worthy and learned
friends who will say, that novelties are quite inadmissible
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in Tamil literature, since the great Tamil Grammars have
long ago stereotyped the laws of composition, and defined
for all time the subjects, methods and style of Tamil liter-
ature ! But, when we comse to reflect upon the matter, and
consider it in'the light of universal history, and the laws of
human development, and especially in connection with the
necessary spread and powerful influence of English lter-
ature,—it does seem that even the Tamil Sarasvati, fast tied
and bound though she be, may yet add something new, and
distinctive of the present era, to the invaluable treasures
she already possesses. We have no fear of being suspected
of undervaluing or desiring to supersede anything in the
immense mass of what may be.called the Tamil Classics.
It may be permitted even to say that we have done our best,
by the publication, in Oxford, of critical editions with
translations, of the Nannul, Kurral, Naladiyar and Tiruva-
cagam, to introduce these classics into the sphere of the
world’s literature. There is no nook or corner of the Tamil
poetical field where we have not striven, with more or less
success, to plant our feet. It is no affectation to say that we
love the Tamil language, the Tamil poetry and ,the Tamil
people. !

It is for this very reason that, comparing the effect of
the English literature, and especially of English poetry
upon people of every class and of every age, we do venture
to think that Tamil fails very greatly, and unnecessarily, .
in its most legitimate and sacred function. It is adored by
a very select few: has it entered, is it entering, can it enter, -
into the minds, hearts, and lives of the great mass of the men,
women, and children of the Tamil lands ? Many reasons: -
may be assigned for this comparative . failure,—if -the fact -
of - failure be:conceded:::- Among these we venture, very .

- hizmbly as :foreignérs,” to express our opinion that Tamil !
verse, with-allits incomparable - ingenuity "and’ elegance,
generally fails in simplicity, intelligibility and adaptation -
to the wants of the popular mind. The difficulties of Tamil -
Postry have been exaggerated by the all but universal cus-
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tom of adding commentaries, or literal explanations (too
often quite necessary) to each stanza. It has come to be a

matter of course that the verse is hardly, if at all, intelli- -

gible without its traditional interpretation. Consider in this
light the really magnificent Nithi-nerri-vilakam (88Gs2
Hlaréaib) the latest great product of the Tamil - Muse ! ! Thele' '
are many verses, (somewhat looked down upon, we imagine),
which show what Tamil could do, if she aroused hereself
and came down to speak to the masses. Latin literature had
to descend from Luecretius and Virgil and Horace, to
Apuleius, and the unknown author of the Pervigilium
Venerts, and to the great Christian posts of the middle
ages, and to the Troubadours ; before Dante,—who is really
-3 Latin poet, and has revolutionised the European world,—
- was possible. Whether simplicity of diction, limitation of
- Sandhi, separation of words, a freer system of rhythm, and
a general adaptation of thought, are possible to the Tamil
- poets of the future, is not for us to say. Take the following
- very simple English lines :—
“I have found out s gift for my fair, -
T have found where the wood-pigeons breed ;
But let me rather forbear
For she’ll say 'twas a barbarous, deed ;
For he ne'er could be true, she averr’d,
Who would rob.a poor bird of its young ;
And T lov'd her the more when I heard,
Such tenderness fall from her tongue.”
~ These lines are not high poetry, of course; but we
should like to see Tamil verse with the same ring and
general effectivensss. '

But it is time to stop. The writer asks indulgence for
;hlS versions. He never imagined himself a poet. The Tamil
verses cannot fail to be admired, while both they and the
echoes hope for a kmdly a.ud conmdera.te crltmlsm

INDIAN INSTITUTE, OXFORD }

11th July, 1901. G.U. POPE
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*INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON TWO
TAMIL SONNETS

A time comes in the history of a language when there are set before it the
ways of life and deabh. If it cannot burst the bands which enfold it it dies ; if it
can find freedom of movement and expression it lives. It is generally agreed
that as a literary language Tamil is now at this critical stage. The danger to
its life is increased by the presence side by side with it of that mighty rival,
English. But apart from that competiiaion, literary Tamil in itself has the seeds
.of a diseasé which may prove mortal uinless it is checked. Pedantry, conven-
tionaliem, artificiality and imitativenesd are among these seeds of decay. The
remedy i8 & return to natural simplicity. )

" Many can speak Tamil with power and grace, who when they take pen in
hand are the slaves of arbitrary sbandards of composition.” Happily there are
some in whom nature and frue liferary instinet and ipspiration have begun to
. work, forcing them to seek deliverance from narrowing and cramping canons of
arb and to express themselves in modern forms, in natural tones, in language
“ understanded of the people.”” This movement this magazine desires to' fur-
ther. Whatever may be the fubure of Tamil, at present at any rabe it hag every
thing to gain from atfempts to create a simpler and more living literature. These
whom this movement has caught are but pionesrs and may be less free and na-
tural than those who will come after them, but their efforts deserve welcome
and encouragement. We shall endeavour month by month in some way or
other to help forward the creation of mora simple and natural comiposgifion in
Tamil or some other Vernacular. ‘

~ This month we have pleasure in presenting two sonnebs by 'a writer who
has drawn from Dr. Pope praise which marks him off from all other living Tamil
writers. In the preface to his great edition of the Tiruvacagam, just published ,
"Dr. Pope says +— ‘ ,
' "~ “Tam afraid I cannot recall more than two recent works which
seem to me to0 give promise of & veritable re-descent in modern athire

of the Tamil Sarasvati. ’

The distinguished author of Manonmaniyam P.Sundarem Pillai,
has—too early for us—passed into the unseen. o

The little anonymous volume—a first instalment—entitled * Tani-pacura-
togai”’ seems to herald the advent of & new school to be heatbily welcomed.”

In a foot-note, added later, Dr. Pope says :—

“ The author's name is now given, The verses are by V. G.
Suryanarayana Sastriar, B.A., Head Tamil Pandit of the Madras Chris-
tian College.”’—Editor. ) )

Madras, : ’ F. W. KELLET,
1901 Editor, Madras Christian College Magazine.
* Reprinted from the Ohristian Jollege Magazine
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SONNETS

I. GOD

My Gop! filled with Thy glorious Majesty
Are earth and heaven ! Thy loving saints declare
Thine eight-fold attributes. Beyond compare,
Lord of the Universe exalted, Thes
In every creature immanent I see !
All bliss, all love, all grace, all beauty fair,
Flow forth from Thee, Fount of all virtue rare !
Thy Form,—Thy formless Self—reveal to me !
How may I, faint and frail, approach Thy feet ?
How worshipping in lowly homage bow ?
Beyond my struggling thought's conception Thou |
How utter Thee ? How sing Thy praises mest ?
O let Thy Grace reveal’d around me shine !
Draw near to take and guard me ever Thine !
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II. WISDOM

WispoM ! sole strength of life to man below !

Thou Fire consuming ovil deeds that grow

Like tangled bamboo wilds | Goad that the mind

Subdues,—fierce elephant that none can bind !

Compass, that ever shows the storm-toss'd soul,

Beyond earth’s joys and griefs the long’d-for goal !

Lamp, burning clear, dispelling mists that rise,

Sure light displaying to my broubled eyes.

Celestial Gem ! I trusi, e'en on this earth,

Well to perform, my helper thou. due works of worth.

That neither fault nor flaw be found in me,

Teach me the good and evil clear to see.

Draw nigh to chasten, if from virbue's ways

T err. Reclaim thy child that 'wildered strays !

NoTESs

Knowledge= o o). Wisdom=@rarts. Here, a8 generally in the Kurral
the fuller meaning is given to the word. Compare the use in the Kurral of
saal,

The 28ch. of the hook of Job is probably the sublimest aceount of Wisdom
to be found.

See the very ancient * Wisdom' of Solomon’, ch. v, 19, &e.
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) 1II. TRUTH
O TRUTH, with beauty and high glory crown’d,
Thou conqueraf still of every stubborn foe !
Thy watchword is REALITY. We know
On the chaste lips no e:_npffj word s found.
" For body’s members poets gems devise,—
* The eye’s fit ornament i3 love’s soft gleara’ ;—
TRUTH'S jewels only speaker’s lips beseem :
TRUTE is th' adornment heaven itselt doth price |
The Holy God with this His glory erowns !
Yet men enquirs, if for uzility
To others, man may sacred firuth deny.—
Bensvolently ialse, tho' justice frowns.
Untruth is only ill, when right you scan,—
AND WHAT IS FALSE IS NEVER GOOD FOR MAN !

IV. DIVINE LOVE (‘CHARITY')

O Love divine [ $hou ever beanteous LOVE,
The fostering Mother of my inmost soul !

Thou, in whose light this universal whole

Tn vision clear I see, haste from above.

To thy safe guardian arms receive thy son,
Suffer him not one step to take alone.
Though pleasure’s tempting bait be shown,
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Let nanght that sorrow brings by him be dons.
If kindly friends to circle round thou give,
O’'er sll my friendship shed thy mystic grace.
Loving and loved, thy child, O may I live,
And see in all T view thy smiling face.
"Tis thine each day to guard thy nursling well,
That he in seemly worth may joyous dwell:
NoOTES ‘
Here ‘love’ is therare excellence described by St Paul (I Cor, xiii), In ch, viii, of
Tiruvalluvar it is the same,

V. KINDLY AFFECTION

FiRsT fruit of all the pleasure nature yields,
AFFECTION kindly! mystic glory bright |
Essential beam of God's eternal light,

Who over all His gracious sceptrue wields ;—

A healing balm grown on these earthly fields:—
Thou dost make one the scattered tribes of man,
Diverse in garb and food and life and clan ;—

The power that feebler hearts from sorrow shields.

Thou dost unite in bond of concord sweet,

The men, on earth’s lons way, by chance who meet,

Kindling thy light in every human soul.

By thee anew each withered heart expands,
With flowers of hope thou fill'st men’s trembling hands !

Earth’s course unhindered moves 'neath thy confrol.
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VI. HARMONY

O HARMONY | Thou name of pure delight !

With measur'd time and tune and dulcet sound

Thou makest merry minstrel’s hearb rebound :
The oil by which the lamp of life burns bright !
By every rugged, untaught human breast,

By creabures fisrce, by serpents in theirlwild,,

Is heav'nly MUSIC'S mast'ring charm confess't,—
All soothed and lulled by music's accents mild.
Ambrosia o the ear | Thy key-note true is Love,

“Tis HARMONY of soul,— that mystic tone —

Which bids the sunder'd tribes of earth be one.
‘When shall it thrill all bosoms from above ?
Then shall all strifes and savage discords ceass,
And earth harmonious rest in God’s own peace !

S John xiv, 27,
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VII. LEARNING

LEARNING ! Thou eye of men ! The sages find
Delight in thee,—fhe fitting food of mind.
Learners and teachers for their pleasant toils
Get over-payment in thy ample spoils,
From all the ages won,—wisdom of all mankind !
« Through earth's wide realms, beyond the starry skies,
Thou dust explore with eager sporting joy
All lays of bards whose glory never dies,
Wherever thought may dwell thou findest glad employ ;
And thou can’st speak of rest from earth’s annoy.
‘Who hold thee fast, their home is everywhers ;
These [reedom of earth's every city share.
Why do men {ail thy proffer'd boon to gain,
And darkling live their precious lives in vain ?
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VIII. BOOKS

My silent teachers ye !—nor sound, nor speech,—
Your thoughts I read,—albeit yourselves are dumb :
¢ We know in part, the perfect is to come,

In humble patience toil :'—Tis thus ye preach.

How infinite your range ! beyond the reach
Of angel’s wing your poets’ flight; sublime
Your science-lors ; rare stories of all time ;

While, how to live, and how to die ye teach !

Not you alone,—from men and things man learns,—
Mighty my masters, but my powers how weak !
Around me nature’s myriad voices speak,—

And mystic reign of love my soul discerns ;

While memory gathers flowers that fadeless blow.

Grant me, O God, in all Thy truth to know !
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IX. THE MASTER
TEACHER of truths divine, who dost restrain
Men from transgressions insolent and vain !
I own thee God in human form display'd,
Lord of the word of grace, by whose sure aid,
I all delusions shun, and tread truth’s way.
Rare Helper of my soul, Who shedd’st & lucid ray,
Planting in darken’d chamber of my soul
Thy glowing iamp; while gloomy shadows roll
Away. Thee Day-spring from on high I see,
Before Whose face the mists of folly flee.
Thou Hill of purity, rising o'er earth!
Pure Gem ! I cannot ntber all Thy worbh.
Why haste we not the only bark to gain
That bears men over wisdom's boundless main ?
Thus sweet flowers bloom, and yeb the carrion-fly

Shun these,—on ordure lights. Ah, tell me why !
Sk, John xiii, 18-17.
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X. THH DISCIPLE
Like only SoN, the father’s help and joy,

To toil in learning's fislds is his employ;—
As BRIDE delights to know the bridegroom near,
S0 is he glad hig teacher’s voice to hear;—
As faithful SHADOW dogs the traveller’s fest,
Ha still attends to render servica meshi—
As SAINT adores the Majesty Divine,
His grabeful beort is the Preceptor’s shrine;—
His soul drinks in his teacher’s svery word,—
Ag fruitful FIELD the rain kind heavens afford;—
As tribute loyal SUBJECTS pay their kings,
To tutor's feet due gifts of gold he brings.
This is the image of DISCIPLE shown,
By those to whom the truth itself is known.
8b. John, zv, 8.
XI. MIND
Hail, Reason’s gift, glory of human-kind !
The genses five thy courses, thro’ the span
Of all the worlds, before this earth began,

Thou rushest,—thy swift eharriob nons can bind,—

“Exploring wonders new. Nor, do we find
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Aught here more excellently great than man;
And paught in man more great then reasoning MIND.
Thus have the sages utter'd forth thy praise !
No aimless motion thine,—with lightning speed,
Thou hastest, readiest help in hour of need.
How can I sing of all thy hidden ways ?
Swiftness and magic might to thee belong,

Beyond the reach of my poor feeble song !

XII. THE BODY

The goodly GLEBE where fruits of grace are grown;
A GRANARY where clear-goul'd sages blest
Store fruits of wisdom by experience known ;
The BOW whose arrow pierces folly’s breast;
Of soul’s bright image faithful OUTLINE shown.~—
All-these the BODY is, in purity possess’d
GEM of all goodly grace ! Daily by me
On ‘household virbues' whetstons shalf thou be
Sharpen'd and cleans'd. But some, ‘Ascetic life’
Would vaunt, with nature’s kindly laws ab strife.
Alas ! How far they stray who idly deem
This precious earthly frame mere jester’s theme.
Shall I thus madly spurn and wasbe my hours,
Nor uge in works of Grace thy heaven-given powars?

See Kurral, Chapter viii.
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XIII. MAN

WHEN all that live and labour here we scan,
Through nature’s realms the first in worbh is MAN !
In car by watery-vapour drawn he glides ;
O'er every realm of earth a conqueror rides;
The ocean paths his might ships transcénd,
While the same viewless vapours impulse lend;
Fierce fire and earth and water own his sway;
Swilt lightning-fires his messages convey;
The ether bears him thro’ its frackless ways :
Thus every element his rule obeys.
Yet, MaN, thou hasb one vietory still to gain,. -
And mastery o'er thy struggling Self obtain !
- UNLESS HIMSELF ABOVE HIMSELF HE CAN
UpLirT HIMSELF,—HoOW POOR A THING 15 MAN!”
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XIV. WOMANHOOD

OF all the aids to virtue God has given
Resplendent most and bright beyond compare,
Art thou, O WoMAN, with thine aspect fair;

Soothing man’s troubled soul,—a breatk ~f heaven!

WOMAN |—in whom all love and beauty shine;—
A radiance flashing from celestial fire;—
Affection’s tender bud-like smile is thine.

Kindling the holy flame of chaste desire.

To those who cherish thee in nuptisl love,

Thou art pure angel from the reaims ahove.

But some enslave thee, chide with cruel voice !
Worthless themselves, they deem thee worthless thing,
O happy who with mutuale hear} rejoice!

Your blessedness, ye wedded souls, I sing.
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XV. BEAUTY (TRUE LOVELINESS)

They rave of BEAUTY who aste not its graee,
See its sole glory in the skin’s bright hus,
Or find it only in the forms we view,—
- As in fair flower, or maiden’s lovely face. »
* Goodness is BEAUTY some declare ; some place
Tts dwelling, where each agpect new
Is nicely fitted o its office due;
In many a common form men BEAUTY trace.
And manifold, its varying charms I desm.
In winsome spell that steals the heart,
‘Where sweetness tempers goodness, there I geem,
To find the power that BEAUTY can impart.
BEAUTY from virtue may not sunder’'d be:
YWhate'er is evil, that i3 FOUT, tio ms !
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XVI. WEDLOCK

Fountain of gladness, fos of grief's annoy,

The very soul of pleasant housshold joy.

By thee do plighted lovers join their hands,

In blameless love, i sacred uniby ;—

And darling offspring, love’s sweet pledges, see
WEDLOCE, thou guardian blest of all the lands !
Thou art the warder of the guarded way,

Nor sufferest misguided mortals stray,

‘What sober joy dost thou auspicions bring

While merry maids and minstrels carols sing!

I deem thee messenger sent down from heaven.
With reverent soul I hail thy mystery,
Rejoicing that to men such bliss is given.

Why do the foolish shun thy genial tie ?

See Kurral Chapter v.

XViI. THE HUSBAND

TRUE HUSBAND home with one choice bride must share,—
The tree round which the vine, the house-wite, clings ;
That honour, praise and happy increase brings,

Doth fruit of gold and gems, in season bear.

HE guards his spouse as heaven-sent treasure rare,

Nor ranks his partner dear with meaner things,
Bub help-meet lov'd, from whom rich blessing springs ;
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Thus tends her ever with kind, courtisous care.
Yea! HUSBAND call this man of.gentle soul ¢
Not him who crushes her 'neath stern control !
Such miss of wedded lifs the apecial grace;—

No sunlight in their home of gmiling face.

How can she eall him, *apple of my eye '

I deem the graceless fellow merely, “stye.™ -

* This is & Tamil pun : punnavan for kennavan

XVIII. HOUSEWIFE

To wedded lord observance due she pays ;-
With words of comfort soothes in sadness drear ;
Binging in sweatest tones she hovars near,

Fach day, with wifely swest harmonious grace.

His voice her joy,—His joy her accents sweel ;—

His failing energies she rouses, feads

With dainty care, supplying all his needs ;—
Pilot of bark of household virtue meet.

Like fragrant jasmine twining round the place;

Lamp ever burning, flawless jewsl bright ;—

‘She seattars gloomy griefs, sheds gladsome light,~—
The swest-soul'd lady, given by God’s own grace ;
The HOUSEWIFE, holiest help this earbh supplies,
Converting earthly homg o Paradise.

Sea Kurral, Chapter: vi:
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KIX. WOMANLY EXCGELLENCE

You ask what WIFELY EXCELLENCE may he:
"Ng not mers jonorant simplicity,

That dares not cross the bhreshold of the home.
Nor make when thy own feet ungnarded roam !
*Dis not as voiteelsss animal fo dwall,

And toiling gerve thy mesness pleagures well !
She is not thine o spend uohonounr’d days,

But shave thy labours, and enjoy $hy praise !
Tha gacrad firs was witness of your vow !
Befora her virtue must thoa ravarent bow-

Her willing feet in swifi obedience move,

Nor e'en in dreams she seeks {or other love.
This is her funckion high, beyond thy thougha—
Thus have the hards, fulflled of wisdom, faught.

XX. DOMESTIC LIEE
O WONDROUS victue of pure HOUSEHOLD LiFE |

Whers homely charities the soul expand,

Where goodness grows, where all affections bland.
Their shadows shrow, where bods and flow'rets rife.
Gf tander graca, bloom far from envious sirife,

Thiz fres of Life sheds fragrance o'ez the land ;

TLove is its germ, ita ripe frait Blls the hand
Of children denr, and joyeus man and wife,
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To me, tis chariot where in life’s fierce war,
Contending with affliction’s thronging host,
" Iride a victor over every foa !

Come mount with me this high triumphal Car !
Cease our moroge ascetic rule o bosst.— .

Thus only may ye life's trus secret know !
See Kurral, Chapter viii,

) XX1. LABOTUR

Befors his master,—long-enduring earth,—

Man bows, and bends to honourable toil |
But some, of manly effort would the worth

Deny, and work of hard-earn'd erown despoil.
Discordant are their voices,—yet I grant !

That only worthy lubour should be done; -

Not evil deeds, whate'er the profit won, -
No | not'neath urgent stress of craving want |
Yet, what each honest man delights to do,

Tho’ idle scoffers jeering stand around,
If with heroic soul he ecarry through, e

He shall with strength and wealth and praige ba orown& !
This primal truth the sages all proclaim -
Thro’ all the lands that boast the Tamil name. .

Ses Kurral, Chaplers ciii. oiv,
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XXII. THE EARTH

O Farth: for aye thou dost endure ;
Though senseless men thy sacred name misuse,
And moralists morose thy gifts refuse,—
Of naught but their own visions vain seeure.
To those who delve thon grantest footing sure,*
Like souls that bear, though men their love abuse ;
Nay, thou dost yield for these thy gifts profuse,
Thy golden harvests and thy waters pure.
The sun thau circlesk in thine annual reund ;
Revolving, bringest change of day and night.
Thou stable earth ! thy seasonable might
Thy majesty and grestness know no bound, :
Sugtain and gladden every varied clime ;
How shall I sing thine energies sublime ?
* dea Kurral, 151,
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XXIII. THE SEA

Hail to thee, OCEAN, hail | unfailing source

Of priceless boons to all the kingdoms wide !

Thou wearest myriad forms diversified.

Greab éhips men launch, thou speéd’sb them on their course.
Mother of good to men beyond compare, --
_ By thee built up, thou dost protect, the earth.

The wind thy lover is,—thou didst give birth
To thy first-born, the tender cloudlet rare.

Tby lofty greatness, and thy gracious care,

Thine energies, unwearied purity ;~—

Tkou ‘ever-sounding and mysterious’ sea |
All these, how can my feeble verse declare ?
Giver of pleasure to the toiling band,

And life renew’d fo all the feeming land !
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XXIV. THE SUN

O StX ! o'er every land, thro’ all the days,

Thy morning beam awakens gentle mirth,

Tike the Creator's smile upon His darling earth.
Tierce are thy noontide fervours, but men praise
At morn and dewy eve thy fiender rays

If thou wert not,—king of thy circling host,—

Eye of the world to men below no boast
Of virtuous deed, no gain in all their ways |
In solitary reign of ancient night

Heaven must grow dry ; earth barren lie ;

Wisdom were dead ; all honour fled ;

Life must languish, die out in anguish !

A master thou ! each morn thy behest,

Thy sons go forth, $ill evening brings them rest.

How fitly praise we then thy sov'ran light ?

Thou kindly Lord of all the earth | Heaven's jewel bright.
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XXV. THE MOON

O silver lily on the heaven's blue laks,

What gentle raptures thy cool beams awake !

The children clap their hands at sight of thee,
And shout aloud thy name with infant glos.—
The thoughtless call thee cha.ngeful mobn, in blame,
But wazing, wa.hing though art still the same.
Thou arb the Mistress of the ocenn tide.

To greet thee the pale lotus opens wide.

The happy lover hails thee Queen benign,

But severed ones thy torburing power malign.
Thou borrowest from the sun thy all of light,

And pay’st, mild radiance shedding o'er, the night.
Who like thyself with ever grateful heart,

Each gift received to all around impart. ?
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XXVI. THE STARS

Ye STARS of heaven | cluster'd army bright.
Like generous men who aid in sorrow sore,
TWhen setting sun and moon are seen no more,

Unwearied do you shed your twinkling light !

Yo chage the gathering gloom from mortal sight.
I deem vou faultless gems that glisten o'er
The carpet spread on yonder azure floor,

Beneath the footstool of the queen of night.

Or are you glimmerings of the ‘Siver hill,’

That rents in heaven's blue veil with lustre fill ?

Or other worlds that roll in endless space ?

Or are ye, haply, dew-drops shed on high,

As poets feign, gleaning in mystic grace,

On lotus-leaves unfolded in the azure sky ?
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' XXVII. MOUNTAINS

Yo tow'ring MOUNTAIN HEIGHTS, the rugged home

Ot varied life, how do your treasures bless,

The thirsty lands ! August and measureless,
How rises o’er the plain your steadfast dome,
Whilé sturdy. hill-men through your forests roam.

And when fierce summer-heats the lands oppress,

To your cool mansions in their dire distress

Froor many a lowland spot they panting come.
The boundaries fized by Nature's power ye stand,

The traveller gazes on your peaks sublime ;3

A hardy few their icy summits climb
While divers peoples dwell on either hand.

Bards hail you monarchs of the realms below ;
I greet you mothers of the streams that flow !

Bev g Rl wr@sl Asps sl
sweyser Lr@peph sl serlearQGul ?
g @D uBLgY QiTL_tb,
[@s\)a}dx-@?@. pBFETU - ATGT WPES ST%), LD Quinirg sregd s
Qaigert - HEH&T 5 DEE5D ~ DUBGLD. srare - Gaduw. Qurap g - Qurns

of. “GoAT BTG E5E Garps e uylarl?
(0%0uBsLrib 275)
srg. Bl - Qaflu. a5 Ut - Qs Zb. @eray @Lar - wser @ Qi b,
08 - aerdut, wkvsFEsH - Wrdsse. Bes8mr - Haewrd Qurger.
Ashs 8 - & pariy]

.4, wry - 58, Boyeare ~ @afw BeryeLu. ganrg - S&sr g,
puTL. B - ealé@ Al p@F - FDE. PP - 390, WEH G -
Cusd sl th, LOBGD - LG5S BLég. mam - vy (Jorursg,) Ipé -
o pugBurd. sagsre LpD - gags g Qeagsol Qurgsf, ravent -
Barg Garth; @ar, v gurTsb, @alifud, QsrQusat, Sevd, Lrégh, yaau
PrED, QPSS LETD aaruarans. QapQasir wwgiy - wrlarder Qasrefiu
Qsrwy; wriars sEE0. STY - earpdrar, gpbder. 85pel - gup s

e gieritd. N
. of. “wrr QasnGar® wBelear Glaus. ' (Paocs 25-37)
’ «Qaugp Qaesn LogsLl Qu;ﬁég@ws&r exflev g Bevd enrer B4
sryp Bppef +5Qs1@ aswild Qsren@.” ‘
' . . (oomL-gi - wrl. 4)
s paE - s9pRsQsTEs ST adig . S8, sgdsral - galégi..
_pewe. o :



182 o, Gan. gPwsnonwess ansvAPwrhupfu

2o Wry
wilp! Biysn e wr3al gar
BapQuay Curerg19 Qeepsbs wr @ p!
WRpBYT ppEG sssEelp Oph
sapsr opp saued Curb

CanypQavadr wpliy®m ar S p penflym
sypiQaer Qafip spadsrdd Cwds
Qsas3 BEs550 vaQuryl Caryg.
wr@uiith et sler dignwnd wenls 5
@orum HopsH aar @ emeng @

s50. Qurerefims Qarfsm wargum soard!
srow Gorr Aowreilor wrl B! wp oo !
QsrenBar Quirsr me W pp Gergluc .
sauifonp Qe G fwpden

wat el Y EEden arar@Quar QeraBar !

> &. euarl

owaflCu! Lrss Qaafld svevejpra s
aafiBu! emare aupEEs eder Pl

viGus gorerQaefil L rdamp Guirsvanay ;

apéQzan s ygoma ; apsGears Buranau;
G. sésar BPm sagis Qualbas s

Q Fs5r PNB STETLS LAGT HET LD LOATH LS
B D b

[ @geu'm_ndn ‘

cf. «Qr@aer Wuwwy Seyldy seacre.”

(m%s\:u@ SLIWD - 310)

vsyBgerer apre@ur@ gpuagn urns g’

(@sargry 24)
. Qud - Gurpi 9. QseaF - Frdgrd Caists. Qurifes - Condw, wri
Quiis wei - wrdser Qerdyn wei. Jyeft s - s, v gorn fopsm:

cf. “Qardg Ssur sugmonid geroue Erods? .

(eoB_gew. wrel, 5)

aars Qupemagg. eagparrss Qelg. Qarfsig - swrsaiQear gi8;

Qgerafls Qerdi g.

-of. % Qarved Qarfégw uren Qawr par Guis 5.7

(s g, sr’. 1)

wer @@ - B%uwrsd QurgsSu. adGar, Juww: efwdy’s Qurgearer.
wp - e, QararCar - Says. FUHLH - Qoiige. S@UULID - Fiwd

wris, gesfiwnd,



L sefiiLnas § Canens 183

XXVIII. THE RIVER

R1vER | Whose waters sweel through meadows glide,
With lulling murmur all the living day !
From cloud-capt heights, thy cradle, winds thy way,
Thro' upland vales, by many a mountain side.
1 see thee, crowned with flowers the forest's pride ;—
Sweet-scented woods, and gems of purest ray.
And ivory, tossing in thy wanton play ;
Toward ocean hasting, blessings scattering wide !
And now thy gifts each opening channel fill,
Where labouring hands thy stream imprisoned hold.
No longer wandering at thine own sweet will,
To every hamlet are thy waters gold ;
Though men enslave thes, thou art loving still
Enriching these with blessings manifold.
XXIX., WIND
O WIND | careering now thro’ open sky ;
O Wind ! now guarding close thy tranguil state,—
As KING that bides his time, and sits sedate,—
Thy mighty wings in peace enfolded lie !
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A breath thou com'st a breath thou passest by
From balmy south, while perfumes round thee wait.
Anon thy whisper makes men'’s hearts elate,

A gentle fan that soothes each sleeper’s eve.’

But should infectious airs that threaten death
From foul malarious marsh malignant steal

To brood o’er homes of men with noisome breath,
Thy whirling blasts rush forth the plague to heal ;

Soshould he be earth’s realms who governeth,
Mighty yet mild, guardian of subjects’ weal.

XXX, THE CLOUD
O Croup ! O dark-hued CLoOUD ! vast ocean's child !
Thou dost refresh, and to each living thing
New stores of growing gladness aver bring,
Brooding o'er earth as in compassion mild.
Of all earth’s charities source undefil'd,
Aud of its garner'd wealth thou art the spring
The medicine to heal dire famine’s sting |
How shall thy giffs be imaged forth, how sbyled ?
Refreshing wabers ? Tears in pity shed ?
Rich cane’s distillment ?  Milk from highest heaven 2’
Olear drops of gods’ own living nectar given ?
Of thy pure love such words I oft have said.
Through all my days, this is my grateful meed.
Thou art my PATTERN : thus I note thy deed.
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XXXIL MORNING
What vision this ! Is it $he DAWN'S soft hour ?
Now the World-queen her spouse, the sun—espies
And looks forth blushing from the eastern skies,
Waking her choirs in every leafy bower.
Her opening lids distil a dewy shower,—
O nokin grief | In glad gold garh shie flies,
Apd fills all heaven with duleet harmonies.
While earth to heaven is changed by magic power.
Is't glimpse of paradise to mortals shown ?
Or doth Creation’s Liord in love unfold,
Drawn with a pencil dipt in liquid gold ?
A picture rare of happier worlds unknown ?
These glories all, are they the World-queen’s dower,
Or twilight of $h’ sternal morning~hour ?
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XXXII. NIGHT

The sun is gone. The moon her tranquil light
Sheds o'er a world all steept in peace profound.
The stars are twinkling. Shadows brood around.
In every homestead gleams the taper brighti.
- The lotus-flower is folded, but the lily white
And jasmine ope their leaves with fragrance crown’d.
List to the merry dancers’ sprightly sound.
The owls, and birds of gloom coms forth. From sight
Withdrawn, day’s warblers seek their rest.
The child of toil in sleep his strength repairs.
The sons of earth awhile forget their cares.
Fierce joy, alas | now fills the robbar's breast.
Hail N16AET | Emblem of endless rest, all hadil !
For ever thus o'er earth draw thy dark veil !

XXXIIl. SLEEP

O suEEP ! Thou solace sweet of human-kind !
Fairy that on men’s ayelids dancest light !
Mother of wondrous mystic visions bright !

Choiee balm to soothe the labouring mind !

Life’s wasted energies thou dost repair,
Ambrosia poured o'er earthhorn eyes alone,
To dwellers in the radiant heavens unknown
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Fountain of joy and banisher of care !
Unvisited by thee, prey to all woes,
They scoff, who taste not rapture of repose.
To sloth, O hesvenly guest, thou art not kin,
Thy gifts to abuse is sluggard's deadly sin !
Be mine the will each day its task to do,
And nightly in thine arms my powers rénew !

English poets have vied with one anobher in praise of sleep, but Shakespeare’s linee
over first recur: ‘Tired nature's sweet restored balmy sleep !’

XXXIV. THE GROVE

O leafy GLADE, with fragrant verdure spread ! the lake,
Where lotus blooms, thy comrade doth appear.
Soft cloudlets crown thee. Gentle hillocks near

Bear perfum’d bowers, whers weary mortals take

Repose in shady grove, and Lowe doth make
His home. Bright peafowl vaunt their plumage here,
‘When youthful lovers tread thy precinets dear,
Swifter than thought what soft emotions wake !
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Thou art an earthly paradise sllow’d,
To those who pensive shun the ‘madding crowd'!
How tranquil here glide by the happy hours !

It is not solitude to wander lone
‘Within the chequered shade, and cull thy flowers ;
"Tig rapture only fo thy vobaries known.

XXXV. FLOWERS

O FLOWER, fair FLOWER, whose tender leaves expand !
My heart expands too, holy thoughts arise ;
Fancies impure fade from my gazing eyes.

Breather of fragrance o'er this Tamil land,

No griefs thy vioceless pleading can withstand ;
“Who clothed me thus my every want supplies,
And naught of gladness to my life denies.'—

My soul upsprings touched by enchanter’s wand !

Sweet daughter of the earth, fair mistress mins !

I deem thou woo'st me with thy gentle smile,
Thou draw'st my lips to thee with subtle wile.

Ah yes ! T joy in thee ; my heart is thine.

All softest, tenderest thoughts with thee are born ;

Nor do thou, geuntle flower, thy lover scorn |

srawm@sr b - uris@ECor mb, ol - yerur, F@Psrenw - wig
Fr@h. Aegfdr waler - Fawselsr QuanGar., Creg stbvalluw - gerlp
Q:.@Qd.: sWwalCu, argalCu. @ersers - yeraress. ydE - Qriard,
Fawr® pai rwsssd weisars. Qual - gebg, ol eereyors,
‘Qarerauey - QararGacir.  Barefler - Heir @,  ereirgierd Barar@s - arar
varp Adr awiwlt Cs. Aafle - cargys. Cuawsw - al@guyw. @ar ereori-
Befu adremasdr, Dafly s@sgsaar. Jpbs - Carsrhar. Ber gjeruler-
s@rure  gearyearar  ererlar. @aCupe - @59#@,5. et g Guarwer -
Querew Jeowts walr, mrsTarag afapse, '

“werefy eussdy werbe i wals)
sl Quien & Qg @w @urmQarl
@eruBw GranCr Aargym Qadss

. Qgeran@y Bouy. QarfaQarey. walr!
Berlears ancn@r g QFgrem @Q@&/refr
'Q@rpgl @ piA mer AU Quras s

© sgy Barpp fgiugr @ plper
- eerler Qual Qurmaps salsrer..
. ararler Guns® Sersens 4y FCwr ?
Queradw welrl aorvyd
xqmw,aSI afergyis G)umummw CupBs,”

cmru & Q5o Qur.,'u LM LD,
2b



194 - Gan. s Pwsmomwuen e Sfwnfod S [@rem_na

e am s -
e s lottast 5 b TR 3

i

B ey miients.

. . .~ . . A .
Blaw e % et G Diesh spi@E @;ﬁ@&ﬁ@rm !
.~ o~ ) . E D
@6\),;5‘5-‘33.' sl ! Sorg Ftwellln !
. 3 - . o~
&0. srorfor Smrdl Warnams R E Sur !
o_on dar Cinall Curinapdsh Gararaea.
Arafls aaflgl3 mam 5 devar B 5 Qusn guar .
o oo . A
Grrgopflsir Qov avllaflh Spig ; Al
. -~ . . - v
e adar u@FSpm “W.mw.ﬁ_ﬁ,gmmr 'S |
h.Sr. le
. .~ e
ulavr‘;.crr! G s Fanpts L1en ST ! LIGOA G &
QIGATENI (InLh QUM & euen LiLyLbulT 637;9-?.15’\3.
s1avanfl Qaavrerp Quosh Qs Coor Py SBussr .

fuplss ymera ; Aaraflas wgges

®

ardari eplide derugs Gedgmae ;

Cauainb s Qrnmar ; Caenbs yfoa ;

agiFacy Grlm far ararlse posgm

@ amss tim s Hon gzl

ssfliut ; yElsr aarexfaysr wiraser |

50. soular Aarlar waenwddp Cugmi ;

Qaniin s8mr Dar® af et ; ygr gyer.m

Bpas Quarsast @) Bmrai da pas. '
@av ot eymailan ! eraflusnr

s pu adumr ags e Ogsiato.

A, yor - upema. Quarfap - Quaelu FpaeLw. acrerd - oo,
ey - HuG. APas - A, adraiu-8 &6 Hu. aarQard - wrGsir,
Berymmar - aafliuemcord. Qe - url®, lrw - Ip. Qeigae . Qad
ards, Caen@yf - Caar@ILb. Qsdea - Qrovans., Cawr®s - afmwuluasp
@p, yhaa - Qedand, &g+l - sULb, Adr-varg. ardr Qeae seoss s -
YEws el upSstvs sRim. Elngm Sbrsse - Gsit g Qelige. oiCar-
Qréss ALy samefio yarurdaer - sxmadea s o pu ygBuerer weflgi
ST, BRI - ST FFOTUILDL] SO,

of. “aamedfidrm &amew p& Qereaal gyn.’,

(854 @mer—184.)

yer wrésar - E3yai. Quemt - d@buri 5 ur garar Qreflgyerd,
Qadw s%wr@sr® - Qsrgw HuyGsran®. SHour - yusm Spagmanri,
gargar g - Yelayuard. JdpsQuer - debgasa Cure. saf@ -
saflg g, Her gome Jesai - carg wrdsges. o & i, Wevgger - e wir



ECER! sefilnzs s Ganensd 195

XXXVI. BIRD

Bright BIRD, on pinio: soit upborne ! I know
Thy beauteous form and colours maniiold.
But 5hought thou thinkest is to me untold ;

Thou art &ll joy, and joy of all below !

Thou flittest everywhere at thy sweet will
Rejoicest ever, with the tunefal voice
Of thy sweet music biddest all rejoice.

Dost evermors thy every wish fulfil

Alas! unmindful of thy precious worth,

Men pitiless delight to give thee pain,

With cunning wile the aery flight resbrain.
Their swift~winged arrows bring thee to the earth !
And some thy flesh devour with savage joy :
Surely avenging fate must these destroy !
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XXXVIL. LUST

O LiusT, thou scorching flame, whose smoky cloud
' The soul in blinding shadows doth enfold !

Of earthborn fond desire thou mother "old !
Thy flthy veil doth truth's pure light snshround.
A-demon foul the captive soul to bind
A tyrant-power ensglaving human mind ;

Fierce robber that besets the traveller’s way,—
By thee heguiled do men bhewilder’d stray,
Despoil’d of all their treasur’d precious things !
Lied by thy treacherous hand what lines of kings
Have grace foregone ! Hull many a maiden’s face,
Hagt thou besmireh’d with loathly dire disgrace.
Low hast thou laid e’en men of high degres.
Thou pest ! 'tis foulness bub to think of thee!
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XXXVIII. WANTONS

In dancing and singing and beauty ve ghine
Like nightingale’s your voices sweetly sounding,
In every winsone art and wile abounding ;
Till silly men enchauted deem you half divine !
Ponder, I pray, ons little word of mine :
I own the charms your dazzling forms surround ;
Why are they lavished where no grace is found !
Is there for you no holy household shrine !
Nature adorns you,—virtue's brighterr gem,
Why is its radiance lost in lives impure!
Ye fallen rise | Grasp wisdom’s kindly hand !
The base may flaiter, hearken not to them.
Come forth | A homely bappy place secure,
In love unfeigned I bid you, sister-bsnd !
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XXXIX. WRATH

O WrATH, fiercc WRATH! thou devastating flame.
Afilicting souls that all things else can tame.

Thou swordfish piercing virtue's goodly bark!

Snake lurking in the body’s ant-hill dark !

Wild beast that rushing sudden from its 1air,

Of wisest souls lays waste the pastures fair | - ‘
Demon that haunts e’en saints who seek heaven's joys !
Poison that where it enters all destroys !

* From evil flee thou far,’ is ancient saw,

In thy case, WRATH, I take it for my law.

For thou'rt mere evil, naught of good in thee !

My soul from every angry thought I'd free.

¢ Passion’s a madness brief,;’ and leads astray,

From path of good through avary evil way.
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XL. MENTAL CONFUSION

Gloom of hewilder’d mind ! The vision clear
Shrouding from mortal sight, veiling the gate
Whence issues glad the soul emancipate ;

Obscuring holiest eyes with darkness drear,

Though taught by lessons of th’ enlightened seer.
In the heart's murky den like blinded owl,
Thou lurkest ape, breathing contagion foul,

All fill’st ev'n sages’ hearts devout with fear.

Like magic mirror changing all we view.

Thou show'st the true as false, the false as true.

1 dash thee down,—the crystal pure be mine !

Why should delusion be where truth doth shine ?

In vain thou striv’st the light of life to hide ;

I claim my soul's immortal heavenly bride.

XLI TIRUVALLUVAR

Sege VALLUVAR, priest of thy lowly clan,
No tongue repeats, no speech reveals thy name ;
Yet, all things changing, dieth not thy fame,
For thou art bard of universal man ;
And still thy 'book’ above the wabers wan,
Virtue, true wealth, and joy, and being’s aim,
In sweetest mystic couplets doth proelaim,
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Where winds sea~waftied palmy forests fan.
Haply undreamed-of 'visions' glad thine eyes
In realms beyond thy fabled ‘seven~fold birth,’
And clonds of darkness from thy spirit roll ;
While lands far off have heard with strange surprise
Faint echoes of thy song. Through all the earth
Men hail thee brother, seer of spotless soul.

XLIL. ON WAR

In days of yore, men, not very wise, hard~hearted and unpitying, impelled

‘ by Barth-hunger, lust and greed and love of fame heaped up their slain in un-
vailing fields ! In those crude times, virtue was misknown and violent wars
spelt rough Justice. Why even now, dear sirs, when love and justice, and
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grace abound, is vain War waged ? May tenderness to life be deemed nobler
than War | May Peace flll all the quarters of this sounding-sea-surrounded
Harth !
XLIII. TO THE ANT

O Ant, so small and shapely, in unresting swarms for ever roving, timely
you stock your store and live your life in peace and joy ! Of your greatness
few are aware and few like you unite for common good | Grown lazy, alas !
they perish,

When men'’s bodies gather dirt, you bite by way of caution, even af risk
of being killed therefor. How great your grace, how unutterable |

You put to shame even beuevolent Kings who work for their people’s
good. You toil bravely Night and day !
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