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PJ^EFACE.

This volume is the third of the series belonging to the

' Fauna of British India ' that has been published in the

course of the present year. Of the two preceding volumes,

containing the ' Fishes/ the first appeared in July and the

second in September.

Birds, which form the subject of the present volume, and

which it is proposed to complete in two more, are not only

the most familiar and, in many respects, the most interesting

class of the Vertebrata, but they are in India represented by

the largest number of known species.

The hope expressed, in the Introduction to the ' Mammalia

'

of the present series, that Mr. Oates would undertake the

'Birds,^ has been fulfilled, and I think that Indian orni-

thologists are to be congratulated on the fact. Had not

Mr. Oates come from India and devoted his furlough to the

task, much delay would have been caused and the work,

in all likelihood, much less completely executed, as I should

a2
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probably have been compelled to write the greater part, if

not the whole, myself.

The number of species of birds to be described in the three

volumes^ of which this is the first, exceeds those enumerated

in Jerdon's ' Birds of India ' by more than one-half, chiefly

because Jerdon omitted the species inhabiting Ceylon, Sind

west of the Indus, the Western Punjab, Haz^ra, the Upper

Indus valley north and north-yest of Kashmir, Assam, Burma

and the intermediate countries (such as the Garo, Kh^i,

and Naga hills, Chittagong, Sylhet, Cachar, and Manipur),

together with the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, all of which

are comprised within the limits of British India as accepted

in the present publication. A large number of additional

species have also been recorded, since Jerdon's work was

published, from Sind, the Pu,njabj the North-western Pro-

vinces, Rajputana, and the Western, Himalayas, the fauna

of all, of which has become better known within the last

35 years. The additional species from the Peninsula are

far less numerous.

No branch of Zoology ha,s, in India, attracted so much
ajitenliion or enlisted the services of so many observers as

Ornithology ; and there is probably no division of Indian

biological science) n,ot even B.otany, on which so much has

been written and of which our present knowledge is so far

advanced. Far more is known about the nomenclature,

distribution, and habits of birds tha,n about those of mammals,
reptile?, or fishes. Within the last ten years some good local

faunas, have been written, foremost amongst these being

Legge's ' Birds of CeyloA ' and Oates's ' Birds of Burmah.'

A periodic^ work with the somewhat eccentric title of

• Stray Feathers,' devoted entirely to Ornithology, flourished

for several years under the energetic guidance of Mr. Allan

Hume, and within the last 18 months a valuable addition has
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been made to the voltitnes already published. iBnt, afebVe all,

Mr. Hume brought tOgether> chiefly in abotit ten years (f^in

1872 to 1882), a collection of Indian biWs from all Jiarfs '6f

the couktry far superior to any ever before kcciimtiiat^d

;

indeed it is doubtful whether an e(|U!ally eoilijplete CbiltectiOn

has ever before been made, from a similar area, in any branch

of Zoology or Botany, The whole of thife collection,

amounting tO 60,000 skins, besides a S'Hr^ large numher
of nests and eggs, has now been presented by Mr. Hiimte

to the British Museum ; and as the same buildiiiig contkinS

the collections of Colonel Sykes, the Marquis of I'wefefl'dale

(Viscount Walden), Mr. GOuld, and, above all, tilf Mr,

Hodgson, the opportunities now offered For ih.6 stUdy of

Indian birds in LoMbn are far suljeriot to those that have

ever been presented to Students in India. Every fkciliiy hd,&

been afPoirded to Mr. Gates by the officcfs of tte British

Museum for studying the superb series of Indiai birds h.oif

in the National Collection.

It must be left to naturalists in India to judge how far

Mr. Gates has Sucdeedfed in accomplishing the task th&,t hte

has undertaken. This task, thouj^h greatly facilitated by

the collected specimens and information, is still far ftbm easy
;

for, in works like the prSsefat, it is not sufficient to have

access to the necessary data, the facts known require to be

so arl-anged as to be ciasily understood and available for

ready reference. If the jiresfent work complies with thbse

conditions, it is to be hoped tkat the study of Ornithology

not Only in India, but throughout the Gfiental Region, may

benefit as riinch as it unquestionably did by the appearance

of Jerdon^fe < Birds Of India.'

In one respect the volume hOw {iilblished falls short of the

T^ork just hatoed. The limits assigned to the number and

size of the tblumes in the ' Fauna of British India,'—limits
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in the necessity for which, much as I regret their existence^

I am obliged to concur—have precluded the addition of any

save the very briefest notes on habits, migration, folk-lore,

and other interesting points, the inclusion ofwhich in Jerdon's

work added so greatly to its attraction.

On the other hand, the classification adopted by Jerdon

was obsolete even when he wrote, and was in many respects

inferior to that employed by Blyth, thirteen years previously,

in his ' Catalogue of the Birds in the Museum of the Asiatic

Society' (Calcutta). Unfortunately this faulty classification

of Jerdon's has become so closely associated with the Indian

Ornithology ofthe last quarter of a century, partly from the

general use of Jerdon's work as a text-book, partly from the

employment of his serial numbers, with interpolated additions,

in all Mr. Hume's writings, that many Indian ornithologists

are probably unacquainted with the important additions to

our knowledge of bird-classification made by Huxley, Garrod,

Forbes, and other writers, and, it may be feared, will not

welcome the changes that have become necessary. It may be

hoped that the facilities for the determination of specimens

afforded in the present work by the generic and specific keys

and by the woodcuts will serve to mitigate the regrets of

those who are attached to the old system of classification.

The arrangement of the families of Acromyodian Passeres

proposed in this volume is new, and partly based on a charac-

ter of unquestionable value as evidence of relationship—^the

plumage of the young birds. The subdivision ofthe Passeres

has long been one of the great difficulties of ornithologists,

and one who had devoted much time and thought to the

subject, the late W. A. Forbes, was accustomed to say that

the whole order consisted of a single family. In all proba-

bility the difficulty of subdividing the order will never be

completely solved, the fact being that the Passeres are a
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group of animals of comparatively recent geological origin,

still in course of development, and that in the Passerine

series no breaks have yet been established by the dying out

of intermediate forms, as has taken place in orders that have

survived greater geological changes.

In one respect a difference may perhaps be traced between

the classification employed in this volume for birds and that

applied in the ' Fauna of British India ' to other classes of

Vertebrata. The number of genera accepted or proposed by

Mr. Gates is larger in proportion than that adopted in the

Mammals, Reptiles, and Fishes. Personally I should have

preferred a reduction in the generic divisions of birds;

but, at the same time, I regard the question as one of con-

venience, there being, so far as I can see, no essential

distinction between generic and specific characters. Many
of the so-called " structural distinctions " in birds, such as

the arrangement of the feathers at the base of the bill and

the development of a crest, are probably purely ornamental,

and, like the colours of the plumage, connected with sexual

selection j and I cannot see why the differences mentioned are

of higher importance than colour. It is, however, only fair

to say that many of the best ornithologists hold the same

views as Mr. Gates. It is also only just to add that I believe

this is the only detail of classification in which I see any

reason for differing with him.

An account of the chief writers on Indian birds up to 1862

was given by Dr. Jerdon in the Introduction to the first

volume of the ' Birds of India '; the principal authors enume-

rated, besides Jerdon himself, were Franklin, Tickell, Sykes,

M'Clelland, Burgess, Adams, Tytler, Kelaart, Layard, Hut-

ton, Theobald, and, above all, Hodgson and Blyth, to whom,

with Jerdon, may fairly be attributed the foundation of

Indian ornithology. A general notice of those who had
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principally been engaged in working out the birds of the

Asiatic continent and islands was included by Mr. B,. B.

Sharpe in his Introduction to Gould's 'Birds of Asia.'

This " Introduction " was reprinted in ' The Ibis ' for 1884,

p. 49. Amongst the contributions to the ornithology of

India since the appearance of Jerdon's 'Birds of India'

some of the principal are:— (1) Blyth's commentary on

Jerdon in ' The Ibis ' for 1866 and 1867, his ornithology

of Ceylon (Ibis, 1867), and his posthumous list of the

Birds of Burma, published, with additions by Viscount

Walden, as an extra number to the Journal of the Asiatic

Society of Bengal for 1875 ; (2) Jerdon's supplementary

notes (Ibis, 1871 and 1872); (3) papers by the Marquis

of Tweeddale (Viscount Walden), Major Wardlaw Eamsay,

Colonel J. Biddulph, and Messrs. A. Anderson, H. J. Elwes,

R. C. Beavan, J. Scully, and R. B. Sharpe in 'The Ibis'

and the 'Proceedings' of the Zoological Society; (4)

contributions by F. Stoliczka, H. H. Godwin-Austen,

W. E. Brooks, V. Ball, G. King, 'A. C. McMaster, and

the present writer to the Journal and Proceedings of the

Asiatic Society of Bengal
; (5) Hume's ' Scrap Book,' ' Nests

and Eggs,' ' Lahore to Yarkand ' (in part by Dr. Henderson),

and 'Game Birds' (written in conjunction with Colonels

C. H. T. and G. F. L. Marshall); (6) Legge's 'Birds of

Ceylon,' Oates's ' Birds ofBurmah,' J. Anderson's ' Zoological

Results of the Yunnan Expeditions,' Barnes's ' Birds of Bom-
bay,' Murray's ' Vertebrate Zoology of Sind ' and * Avifauna

of British India ;' and above all (7) the eleven volumes of

' Stray Feathers.' Of all the pages in the latter the larger

number are by Mr. Hume himself, the other more important

Indian contributors being Messrs. R. M. Adam, J. Aitken,

A. Anderson, J. Armstrong, V. Ball, H. E. Barnes, C. T.

Bingham, W. E. Brooks, E. A. Butler, Cock, J. R. Cripps,

J. Davidson and Wenden, W. Davison, S. B. Doig, S. B.

Fairbank, J. A. Gammie, J. Inglis, W. V. Legge, C. H. T.
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and G. F. L. Marshall, E. W. Gates, G. Keid, J. Scully,

and G. W. Vidal ; there are also some papers from European

oruithologists, especially Messrs. K.. B. Sharpe and J. H.

Gurney. An important aid to ornithology in general has

been furnished by the British Museum Catalogue of Birds,

written by Messrs. R. B. Sharpe, by whom the greater part has

been contributed, H. Seebohm, H. Gadow, and P. L. Sclater.

Some valuable contributions to the ornithology of Burma,

founded on the collections made by Mr. Eea, have lately been

published by Count T. Salvador! in the ' Annali del Museo

Civico, Genoa.'

Hitherto the progress of Indian ornithology may be divided

into two periods ; the first of which, ending with the publi-

cation of Jerdon's work, was especially signalized by the

labours of Hodgson, Jerdon, and Blyth, whilst in the more

recent period the dominant figure has been Mr. Hume.

The addition to the present work of any anatomical details

beyond those that are essential for classification would involve

too great a demand upon the limited space available. An

excellent sketcb by Prof. W. K. Parker will be found in the

last (ninth) edition of the ' Encyclopsedia Britannica,' under

the article " Birds'' (vol. iii, p. 699). A general account

of the osteology by Mr. R. Lydekker was published at the

beginning of the eighth itolume of ' Stray Feathers.' For

more complete descriptions the student may turn to Bronn's

' Klassen und Ordnungen des Thier-reichs ; Aves,' by Selenka

and Gadow. Numerous details will also be found in papers

by Garrod and Forbes in the ' Proceedings ' of the Zoological

Society; and a work in two large quarto volumes, by

M. Fiirbringer, bas recently been published in Amsterdam.

A diagram showing the terms applied to parts of the plumage

will be found on page xi.

The division of the class Aves into orders will be discussed
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by Mr. Gates in the third volumej and a list of the works

referred to in the synonymy will he added at the same time.

The author will defer to the same opportunity any general

remarks which he may find necessary.

With the present volume half of the proposed work on the

Vertebrate Fauna of British India is completed, three and a

half volumes having now appeared out of seven. Of the

remaining volumes, one on Reptilia and Batrachia, by Mr. G.

A. Boulenger, is ready for the press, and will be the next

for publication, and it is hoped that a second volume of Birds

and perhaps the remaining half-volume of Mammals will

also be published in the course of 1890.

W. T. BLANFORD.
December, 1889.



DiAGBAJi OP A BiED, to illustrate the terminology of the plumage and limbs.

1. Forehead.
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Flanks or sides of body are the parts approximately covered

by the closed wing.

Axillaries are the lengthened feathers springing from the

axilla or region beneath the base of the wing.

Supplementary bristles or hairs are those springing from the

side of the forehead in front of the rictal bristles.

Naral bristles or hairs are those springing from the front of

the forehead and covering the nostrils.

The measurements in this work are invariably in English

inches and decimals, and are taken thus :

—

Length.—The distance from the tip of the bill to the tip of

the longest tail-feather, unless otherwise stated.

Tail.— The distance from the root of the tail, generally

indicated both in the fresh and dried state by the

presence of a piece of flesh on the underside, to the

tip of the longest feather.

Wing,—The greatest distance from the bend of the wing

to the tip of the longest primary, measured straight.

When the wing is curved, it is flattened out fot the

purpose of measurement.

Tarsus.—The distance from the centre of articulation of

the tarsus with the tibia to the base of the middle toe.

Bill.—The distance from the angle of the gape to the tip,

measured straight.
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AtES.

BiBDS are warm-blooded vertebrate animals, oviparous, and covered
with feathers. The anterior limbs are modified into wings. The
skull articulates with the vertebral column by a single occipital
condyle, and the jaw is connected with the skull by the interven-
tion of a quadrate bone. The heart consists of four chambers,
two auricles and two ventricles, and the right and left sides are
completely separated from one another. There is only one aortic
arch, the right.

It is usual to divide all living birds into two great subclasses,
which are diagnosed from each other bythe shape of the sternum,
lii one subclass, the Carinatce, the sternum is typically provided
with a keel ; in the other, the Batitce, the keel of the sternum is

absent.

Although this primaly division of birds is convenient in many
ways, yet there are exceptions to its application which render a
classification based on the shape of the sternum of doubtful utility.

Some birds which fi-om other points of view are undoubtedly
Garinatce have the keel of the sternum little, if at all, developed.
I prefer therefore to divide birds at once into groups which I

shall term Orders, and in doing so I shall avail myself of the recent
studies of Mr. Seebohm. This gentleman, partly by independent
osteological investigations of his own, and partly by utilizing the
discoveries of other workers in the same or similar fields, has, with-
out disturbing the usually accepted classification of birds to any
great degree, arrived at an arrangement which possesses the merit
of being precise and clear, so far as the materials at his disposal

have enabled him to be so. He has, moreover, diagnosed the

different Orders by characters which the least skilful can easily

investigate and discover for themselves.

Mr. Seebohm divides birds into several large groups which he
terms Orders, and these again into suborders which are equal to

the groups which I, in accordance with the usual practice, prefer to

call Orders. I do not propose to treat of the distinctions between
the different Orders here, but to deal with them at the end of this

work, as I gather from Mr. Seebohm that he contemplates a revi-

sion of them. The period of two years which, moreover, must
elapse before the present work is completed cannot fail to be pro-

ductive of much additional information and improvement with

respect to the classification of birds.

TOl. I. B



Order I. PASSERES.

The deep plantar tendons passerine ; palate aegithognathous.

The above two characters in combination suffice to separate a

passerine bird from all others.

The deep plantar tendons are the muscles which run down the

leg of a bird and move the toes. There are several types or forms

of these muscles. The late Professor Garrod thus writes about

them :

—

"In birds generally, whatever the number of their toes, there

are two muscles whose fleshy bellies are situated in the leg proper

(that is, between the knee and the ankle), deep, and just behind

the tibia. These muscles arise, one from almost the whole of the

posterior surface of the tibia and from the fibula, in a bipenniform

manner, and the other from the inferior surface of the horizontal

femur just behind the outer genual articular condyle. The former

is termed the Jlexor perforans digitorum pedis, because its terminal

tendons perforate those of the more superficial flexors on their

way to the ungual phalanges of their respective toes ; and the latter

is termed the flexor longus hallwcis, because there is generally a
shorter muscle to the same digit.

" These two muscles descend to the ankle (the joint between
the tibio-tarsus and the tarso-metatarsus) side by side ; they run
behind it, in the fibro-cartilaginous or osseous mass which, in

birds, is always found at the posterior part of the upper end of

the tarso-metatarse, in two canals, deeper than any of the other

flexor'tendons ; and in these canals there is always a definite

relation between them. Sometimes the tendons are side by side ;

and then it is always that of the flexor longus hallticis which is the
external of the two, the osseous vertical ridge, vrhich is neaj-ly

always seen in the dry bone, separating them. Sometimes, how-
ever, one is superficial or, in other words, posterior to the other.

When this is the case, it is always the fl^exor perforans digitorum
which is the deeper. In the Swifts, for instance, the flexor longus
hallucis quite covers the flexor perforans digitorum ; but in most
Parrots, as may be seen by the disposition of the osseous canals in
the dry tarso-metatarse, that for the former muscle is external as
well as superficial, only partially covering it.

" These relations are constant, and must be always borne in
mind in all attempts to identify the muscles. From these it can
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be inferred, as is verified by dissection, that the tendon of the
jktxor longus Jiallijms crosses its companion superficially on its way
from the ankle to its insertion in the hallux.

" Just before, or just at the commencement of, the sole of the
bird's foot (near the joint between the metatarsus and the
phalanges) these two tendons generally spKt up to supply the
toes."

The manner in which these tendons serve the toes and their

relation to each other, when combined with other characters, are

of the greatest service in diagnosing the various orders of birds.

The deep plantar tendons are said to be passerine when the

flexor perforans digitorum serves the three front toes and the

flexor longus halluds serves the hind toe, both tendons being

perfectly disconnected in such a manner that the hind toe is

separately movable from the front toes. This formation is shown
in the accompanying sketch :

—

hallu

ankle.

tarso-metatareus.

Sketch showing the arrangement of the deep plantar tendons in a

passerine bird. (Prom P. Z. S. 1875, p. 347.)

The determination of the character of the deep plantar tendons

in a freshly-killed bird is very easy. In a dried state the tarsus

and toes must be macerated in water until soft, when the tendons

can be dissected without difficulty.

b2



4 PASSEBES.

The palate of a bird is termed- agithognathous when the vomer
is broad and blunt and disconnected from the maxillo-palatines,

which are separated from each other by a considerable interval.

The principal bones in the palate of a bird are shown in the

accompanying sketch of the skull of a Raven, which has the palate

aegithognathous.

rmep.

Under view of the skull of a Saveu. w, vomer ; mccp, maxiUo-palatine
process

; pa, palatine
;

ptg, pterygoid
; j, quadrate ; b.sph, basi-sphenoid ;

sph.r, sphenoidal rostrum.

The determination of a passerine bird, as before stated, rests on
the association together of the above two characters.
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The order Passeres contains about half the total number of
living birds, or somewhat more than 6000 species. Of these nearly
1000, or one sixth of the number, are found within the limits of
the Indian Empire, either as residents or as seasonal visitors.

The primary division of the Pasperes into two large groups is

based on the mode of attachmeiw of the muscles of the syrinx,
and may be thus expressed :

—

Birds in which the intrinsic muscles of the syrinx
are fixed to the ends of the bronchial semi-
rings Acromyodi.

Birds in which the intrinsic muscles of the syrinx
are fixed to the middle of the bronchial semi-
rings Mesomyodi.

The Acromyodi have the muscles of the syrinx complex and
consisting of numerous pairs. The Mesomyodi have the muscles
simple, consisting in many cases of only one pair.

Syrinx of a Magpie *, showing the Acromyodian attachment of the intrinsic

muscles at the ends of the bronchial semi-rings. The left-hand figure ia a side

view and the right-hand figure a dorsal Tiew of the syrinx. The membranous
parts between the bronchial semi-rings and the internal tympaniform mem-
brane are dotted ; ii, iii are the second and third bronchial semi-rings ; T.i, the
internal tympaniform membrane ; si, the muscle irom the side of the trachea

to the upper end of the clavicle ; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 the syringeal muscles ; there

is a 7th, which is hidden by the 6th ; the 4th is hidden below and between
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.

* 1 am indebted to my friend Dr. Hans Q-adow for this original drawing of

the syrinx of a Magpie.
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Syrinx of Pitta angolensis (after Garrod, P. Z. S. 1876, pi. liii), showing the

Mesomyodian attachment of the intrinBic muscles at the middle of the raon-

ohial semi-rings. There is only a single pair of bronchial muscles, continued

down from the sides of the windpipe, insignificant in size, quite lateral, aud
terminating by being inserted into the middle of the outer snr&ce of the

second bronchial semi-ring.

All the Passeres of the Old World belong to the Aeromyodian
group with the exception of three small families, viz. the Phile-

pittidce from Madagascar, the Xenicidce from New Zealand, and
the Pittidce from India, the Oriental, iEthiopian, and Australian

regions. The Eurylcemidce, frequently associated with these Meso-
myodian Passeres, I propose to elevate to the rank of an Order.

It follows from the above that all the Indian Passeres, with the

exception of the Pittidce, belong to the Aeromyodian group.

The Mesomyodi may therefore be dismissed from further con-

sideration with the remark that they are divided iuto two groups

:

the Oligomyodce, with the lower end of the trachea unmodified;

and the Tracheqphonce, with the lower end of the trachea modified

to form an organ of voice. The Pittidce fall into the first group,

as do also the Philepittidce and Xenicidce. The remainder of the

OUgomyodce and the whole of the TracJieophonce occur only in the

New World.
No success has attended the efEorts of anatomists to subdivide

the Acromyodi into two or more groups by iutemal characters,

and no two naturalists agree in the arrangement and extent of the

families of this difficult group. In draveing up the annexed
scheme of the families that occur iu India I have endeavoured to

avail myself of those characters which appear to be constant and
easy of examination,

A very useful character to be employed in determining the
position of a bird is the number of primaries iu the wing ; but
before this can be used with absolute precision, it is necessary to

eliminate by other characters those famUies some of the members
of which possess nine primaries and others ten. Such families

are the Dicceidce and Alaudidce.
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The DiccBida, without a single exception, possess serrations on
the margins of both mandibles for about a third of their length
from the tip. These serrations are seldom visible without a lens

and a white background, but with these aids they are plainly-

discernible.

The Alaudidce differ from all the other Acromyodi in having the
hinder part of the tarsus scutellated or divided transversely into

shields or scales. The ordinary bUaminated (longitudinally) and
smooth condition of the hind tarsus is shown in fig. 5, p. 18, the
tarsus of a Crow; the tarsus of a Lark will be figured in its

proper place.

Having eliminated these two families, all the other Acromyodi
may be divided into two groups, the one possessing nine pri-

maries and the other ten. There is some difficulty in counting
the number of primaries, or qiiill-feathers attached to the manus,
in the wing of a bird ; but this can be overcome by the student

bearing in mind that, in the Acromyodi, there are ten primaries

when the fii'st is rudimentary or notably small and nine when
the first is fully formed and reaches nearly, if not quite, to the
tip of the wing.

The nine-primaried Passeres of India form three families which
are well differentiated.

The ten-primaried Passeres constitute a large assemblage of

birds. The Meetariniidce may be divided oS by the tubular tongue
and the Ploceidce by the position of the nostrils ; but the remain-
ing birds form a group which is so homogeneous that it seems
impossible to divide them into families by structural characters.

Under these circumstances my attention was drawn to the
characteristic plumage of the nestling, and I have found the use
of this character highly satisfactory. In the magnificent collection

of birds now contained in the British Museum young birds and
nestlings are sufficiently represented to render a classification on
this basis feasible. The young of some species, however, are

wanting in the collection, and these species may not in every case

have been relegated to their proper families, but such birds

are few.

The nestling plumage of the ten-primaried Passeres seems to be

of five types. In the first the nestling resembles the adult female

;

in the second the nestling resembles the adult female, but is more
brightly coloured and generally suffused with yellow ; in the third

the nestling is cross-baiTed ; in the fourth it is streaked, and in

the fifth and last mottled or squamated *.

Before it is possible, therefore, to make use of the annexed scheme
of the classification of the families of the Passeres and to place a

bird in its proper family, a knowledge of the plumage of the nest-

* Mr. Seebohm, in the fifth volume of the Britieh Museum Catalogue, made
use of the character of the plumage in the nestling to separate the SylviincB

from the Turdinm, but restricted the application of this character to the more
typical genera.
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ling is necessary. This is not so difficult as might at first sight

appear. A series of a dozen skins of a species will generally

contain a specimen which will furnish some hint as to the plumage
of the immature bird. If, in such a series, all the specimens be

absolutely aUke, sex for sex, then it may be inferred that the young
bird resembles the adult. If, on the other hand, one specimen
differs from the others in possessing characteristic marks, such as

bars, streaks, or mottlings, or in being more brightly C&loured than
the others, whilst preseiTing the same pattern of colour, a conclu-

sion ma)'' be drawn from such a circumstance sufficient to allow of

the species being placed in its appropriate place. It is to be hoped
that the student in India when collecting specimens will recognize

the importance of securing young birds and thus work out for

himself the position and affinities of every species he meets with.

Scheme of Indian Passerine Families.

a. (Acromyodi.') The intrinsic muscles of the
syrinx fixed to the ends of the bronchial
semi-rings.

a'. The edges of both the mandibles perfectly

smooth, except for the presence of a single
notch in many species.

a". The hinder part of the tarsus longitu-
dinally hilaminated, the laminae entire

and smooth.
«'". Wing with ten primaries; the first

notably small,

o*. Tongue non-tubular.
n'. Nostrils always clear of the line

of the forehead; the space be-
tween the nostril and the edge
of the mandible less than the
space between the nostril and
culmen.

a". Plumage of the nestling re-

semblmg that of the adult
female, hut paler.

a'. Nostrils completely hidden
by feathers and bristles . . Corvidae, vol. i.

¥. Nostrils bare or merely over-
hung by a few hairs or

plumelets,

a*. Eictal bristles always
present.

a^. With 12 rectrices.

a'". Inner and hind toe

equal Crateropodidas, vol.
6" Inner and hind toe

very unequal Sittidae, vol. i.

4". With 10 rectrices .... Dicniridae, vol. i.

4", Rictal bristles absent . . Certhiidae, vol, j.
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c'. Each nostril covered by a
single stiff feather Regulidae, vol. i.

6°. Plumage of the nestling re-

sembling that of the adult
female but brighter Sylviidae, vol. i.

c°. Plumage of the nestling cross-

barred Laniidae, vol. i.

rf". Plumage of the nestling

streaked.

ff. With rictal bristles.

c°. First primary quite half

the length of second . . Oriolidse, vol. i.

d*. First primary much less

than half tne length of
second Eulabetidse, vol. i.

e'. Without rictal bristles Sturnidse, vol. i.

e°. Plumage of the nestling mot-
tled or squamated.

f. Nostrils more or less covered
by haiis Muscicapidse, vol. ii.

g'. Nostrils not covered by any
hairs Tiirdidae, vol. ii.

V. NostrUs pierced partly within the
line of the forehead ; the space

between the nostril and the edge
of the mandible greater than the
space between the nostril and
the culmen Floceidae, vol. ii.

V. Tongue tubular Nectariniidse, vol. ii.

h"'. Wing with nine primaries, first and
second nearly equal,

c'. Bill flat, broad, and notched ; the
longest secondaries reaching to

the middle of the wing Hirundinidae, vol. ii.

t?'. Bill conical, pointed, and entire

;

the longest secondaries reaching
to a point midway between the
middle of the wing and the tip . . Fringillidae, vol. ii.

e'. Bill long, slender, and notched;
the longest secondaries reaching
nearly, or quite, to the tip of the

wing SlotaciUldae, vol. ii.

h". The hinder part of the tarsus trans-

versely scutellated Alaudidee, vol. ii.

V. Both mandibles finely and evenly seiTated

on the terminal third of their edges .... Dicaeidae, vol, ii.

{Mesomi/odi.) The intrinsic muscles of the
syrinx fixed at or near the middle of the

bronchial semi-rings Pittidae, vol. ii.
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Fig. 1.

—

Urocissa occipitalis.

Family COEVID^.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-riugs. The edges of both mandibles smooth, or the

upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, com-

posed of two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing with ten primaries

;

tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the

lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper

edge is to the culmeu ; plumage of the nestling like that of the

adult female, but paler ; nostrils hidden by feathers and bristles

;

rectrices twelve ; sexes absolutely alike ; an autumn moult only.
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The Crows are divided into three subfamilies by the following
characters :

—

The first primary much exceeding half the
length of the second ; plumage more or

less glossy and firm ; length of the bill

considerably more than its depth Corvince, p. 11.

The first primary never exceeding half the

length of the second and usually much
less than half ; plumage firm ; length

of bill considerably more than its depth . Parince, p. 45.

The first primary much exceeding half the

length of the second ; plumage very lax

and copious ; length of bill usually equal

to, or less than, its depth, only very occa-

sionally slightly longer Paradoxornithinm,

[p. 60.

Subfamily CORVINE.

This subfamily contains the Crows, Magpies, Jays, Nutcrackers,

and Choughs. All species occurring in India are resident in the

Empire except the Book and the Hooded Crow, which are winter

visitors to the North-west. Their summer-quarters are, however,
not far off and their migrations are only partial and local. The
members of the genus Corvus, or the true Crows, are birds of wide
distribution, but most of the members of the other genera we
restricted to small areas.

The Corvina vary a good deal inter se in structure and habits.

In one or two genera the nostrils are not so completely hidden by
bristles as in the typical Crows. The majority feed habitually on
the ground, others are strictly arboreal. They all agree in laying

four or five spotted eggs ; but their mode of nidification varies ex-

tremely, some species breeding in holes of trees and cliffs, Smd
others, the majority, constructing large nests of sticks and twigs.

Most of them are omnivorous, but some of the smaller tropical

species appear to confine their diet to insects.

The Corvince, as a subfamily, have few characters in common,
and yet there is no group of birds which is more easily recog-

nized.

Key to the Oenera.

a. Nostrils distant from forehead about one

third length of biU ; naral bristles rigid and
straight, reaching to about middle of bill; or

rictal bristles and feathers on front of face

altogether absent.

a'. Tail much shorter than wing Convus, p. 12.

v. Tail much longer than wing Pica, p. 23.
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h. NoBtrils distant from forehead less than quar-

ter length of hill ; naial bristles or plumes

short, ne^er reaching to middle of bUl.

c'. Tail greatly graduated, the outer feathers

much less than half length of tail.

a!'. Middle taU-feathers of uniform width
throughout or widening gradually to-

wards the tip.

a'". Naral bristles spare, curly, and barely

concealing nostrils bill red or yel-

low,

a'. Tail more than twice length of

wing ; eyelids not wattled . Ubocisba, p. 25.

J*. Tail less than twice length of wing

;

eyelids wattled CissA, p. 28.

V". Naral bristles thick, straight and quite

concealing the nostrils ; bill black . . Dendbocitta, p. 30.

b". Middle tail-feathers suddenly broader

near the tip Cbypsibhina, p. 34.

d!. Tail not much graduated; outer feather

more than half length of tail,

fl''. Graduation of dosed tail more than

length of tarsus; rictal bristles ex-

ti-emely long PLATTSMiTKtrs, p. 36.

d". Graduation of closed tail less than

length of tarsus ; rictal bristles mode-
rate or obsolete.

c"'. Tarsus very distifictly and coarsely

scutellated.

c*. Bill about half length of head, deep

and notched Gabbulus, p. 37.

d*. Bill about as long as head, slender,

not notched NtrcrPBAGA, p. 40,

d"'. Tarsus smooth or with indistinct

scutellations. .

e*. Both mandibles feathered to same
extent at base GBAcnLus, p. 42.

y*. Lower mandible much less feathered

at base than upper Pyebhocobax, p. 44.

Genus CORVUS, Linn., 1766.

The genus Corvus contains the Havens, Crows, Books, and Jack-

daws. Nine species are found in India, some of them widely

distributed and well known to all, others confined to the Hima-
layas and the noi-th-west portion of the Empire.

Corvus has the plumage black throughout or nearly throughout,

and may be recognized by the position of the nostrils, which are

placed far forward, about one third the length of the bill from
the forehead, and are entirely concealed from view by a multitude

of very stiff, straight bristles that reach the middle of the bill. In
these characters this genus agrees with the Magpies ; but the latter

may be separated by the length of the tail, which is very much
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longer than the wing, and by the shape of the first primary, which
is figured on p. 23.

The Crows are as a rule resident, but two species visit India
only in the wintet.

The Rook forms a partial exception to the general characters
given above for determining Gorvus. Up to nine months of age it

has the ordinary stiff bristles over the nostrils, bat at that age it

casts them all off, as well as the feathers on the front part of the

head. Its appearance in this state is well depicted in the figure

of the head given on p. 19.

Key to the Species.

a. Of larger size ; wing always over 15 inches.

a'. Hackles of throat long and distinct;

entire plumage glossy black . .
._

C. corax, p. 14.

V. Hackles of throat short and not distinct

or prominent ; head, mantle, and lower
plumage brown C. umhrinvs, p. 15.

h. Of smaller size ; wing rarely reaching or

exceeding 14 inches.

c'. Hind neck black like crown;
a". Lower plumage with little gloss,

and this blue or green; bill deeper

;

face always feathered.

a'". Plumage intensely black; the

feathers of the hind neck firm and
glossy, with distinct, glistening

shafts C. corone, p. 16.

6'"- Plumage not intensely black

;

feathers of the hind neck soft

and decomposed, almost gloss-

less, and their shafts not dis-

tinguishable from the webs C. macrorhynchus, p. 17.

h". Lower plumage brilliantly glossy at

all ages, the gloss pm-ple and lilac

;

biU slender ; face bare in adults . . C.frugitegus, p. 18,

d'. Hind neck grey or ashy, contrasting

with the black crown,

c''. Of larger size; wing over 12 inches. C. comix, p. 19.

d". Of smaller size ; wing rarely exceed-

ing 11 inches,

c'". Chin and throat deep black in

contrast with breast; culmen
more than 1"6 in. in length and
well curved,

a'. Hind neck and sides of neck

tvpically light grey C. splendens, p. 20.

b*. Hind neck and sides of neck

typically dark grey C insolms, p. 21.

d'". Chin and throat ofmuch the same

colour as breast ; culmen under

1-3 in., and straight C monedula, p. 22.
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1. Corvus corax. The Baven.

Oorvus corax, Idnn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 156 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 89

;

Horsf. Sf M. Cat. ii, p. 562; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. '293; BUnf. J. A.
8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 68; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. lii, p. 14; Hume, Cat.

no. 057 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 1.

Coitus ihibetanus, Hodga. A. M. N. S. (2) iii. p. 203 ( 1849) ; Sarsf.
% M. Cat. ii,p. 653; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 294; StoUezka, J. A. 8. B.
xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 64 ; Hwne, Cat. no. 658.

'

Corvus lawrencii, BLume, Lah. to York. p. 235 (1873) ; id. 8. F. i,

p. 205 ; Adam, 8. F. i, p. 385 ; Hume, N. ^E. p. 408 ; 8harpe, Cat.

B. M. iii, p. 15 note; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 68; id. Cat. no.

657 bis.; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 250.

The European Raven, The Tibet Raven, Jerd. ; Domkak, JDoda, Hind.
in the N.W. ; Kargh, Candahar.

Fig. 2.—A throat-hackle of the Raven of Sikhim (o) and of the
Eaven of the Punjab (i).

Coloration. Entirely black, glossed with steel-blue, purple, and
like ; the throat-hackles long and conspicuous.

Iris brown ; bill and legs shining black {Hwme Coll.).

The following are the dimensions of the larger race found in

the Himalayas :—length 28 inches ; tail 11'5 ; wing up to 19'3
;

tarsus 2-7 ; bill from gape 3'2. The smaller race from the plains

measures:—length about 24; tail 9-5; wing 16-3 to 17'4; tar-

sus 2-3 ; bill from gape 2-8.

The Eaven of Tibet, Sikhim, Nepal, and the higher portions of

the Himalayas is recognizably distinct from the Baven which is

found as a permanent resident in Sind, Eajputana, and the Punjab.
The Alpine race, a dweller in a cold bracing climate, has developed
into an immense bird somewhat larger than any I have been able

to pick out from a series of more than 50 Ravens from all parts
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of the northern hemisphere. The race from the plains of India, on
the other hand, a dweller in an enervating tropical atmosphere, has
dwindled down to a size which it is hard to match from the same
series. Tet between the immense bird of Sikhim and the smallest

bird of the plains it is by no means difficult to interpolate others

from Europe and Africa which serve to bridge the difference of

size. It therefore seems impossible to separate the Eavens of

the whole world into two or more species.

If the Eavens of India alone are examined, it is not difficult to

assign differential characters to two species. Not only is size suffi-

cient, but the character and shape of the hackles of the throat, which
I now figure, would suffice to diagnose them. As the matter
stands, however, I unite them into, one species, although I do so

with considerable hesitation.

Distribution, The Eaven is found throughout the Himalayas at

altitudes generally of above 14,000 feet. It does not appear to be
found below this lev^l tiU the plains of the north-west are reached.

Here a smaller and duU-coloured race occurs. This race is found
throughout Sind, the Punjab, Bahdwalpur, Bickaneer, the northern
portions of Jodbpore and Jeypore, extending as far as Siimbhar,

where it appears to be common. In some portions of the above
area it is said to be migratory and a winter visitor, but in the greater

portion of the tract it remains to breed.

The Eaven is found in nearly every part of the northern hemi-
sphere.

Habits Sfc. The Eaven of the Himalayas and the Eaven of Europe
are shy, wary birds, seldom approaching civilized surroundings.

The Eaven of the North-west of India, on the other hand, appears

to have all the habits of the Common Crow, attending camps and
villages and going about without fear, but with the usual wariness

of his tribe. Hume has noticed how a large number of Eavens die

annually in the autumn on their first arrival in Sind from no
apparent cause. Blanford informs me that the Sind Eaven
utters a most peculiar bell-like note besides the usual guttural

cry.

The Eaven of the North-west breeds from December to March.
It constructs a large nest of sticks near the top of a tree standing

in a field or in open jungle. The eggs are usually five in number
and are greenish or pale blue, marked with blackish brown, olive,

and pale purple. They measure 1-94 by 1"31.

Mandelli obtained the nest of the Sikhim bird high up towards

the snows, containing four eggs. The date on which the nest was
found is not slated.

2. Corvus umbrinus. The Brown-necked Haven.

Corvus umbrinus, Hedenb. Sundev. CEfo. k. Vet.-Akad. Fork. Stoehh,

1838, p. 199 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 17 ; Hume, S. F. vii,

p. 120 ; id. Cat. no. 660 bis ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 251.
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^^doration. Forehead and crown umber-brown, partially glossed

I

^^Ipurple ; nape, hind neck and mantle, sides of the head and

sides of the neck umber-brown, almost glossless ; remaining upper

plumage glossy black ; the whole lower plumage blackish brown,

I ^B of the feathers with umber-brown edges and with a very

small amount of gloss.

Bill black ; legs black, with a brownish tinge ; iris dark brown

{Dresser).

Length about 22 ; tail 9 ; wingl5'5; tarsus 2-5; bill from gape

2-5.

Distribution. This Eaven is a bird of the desert. It has occurred

a few times within our limits, and I have seen specimens in the

Hume Collection procured at Jacobabad and Ld,rkhana ip. Sind in

January and February. It is probably more common in Mekran.

Apart from its coloration it is very distinct from C corax of the

Punjab, being very much smaller and having the hackles of the

throat very much shorter. It extends eastwards to Egypt.

3. Corvus corone. The Carrion-Orow.

Corvus corone, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 155 (1766) ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat.

ii; p. 553 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 295 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 410 ; id. Cat.

110.659; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 570; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E.

2nd ed. i, p. 4.

Oorvus pseudocorone, Hume, N. 8r E. p. 410 (1873).

Oororie corone (Linn.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 36.

Coloration. The entire plumage intense glossy black, the feathers

of the hind neck firm and with glistening shafts.

Bill and legs shining black ; iris brown {Dresser).

Length about 19 ; tail 8 ; wing 12-6 to 14 ; tarsus 2-3 ; bill from
gape 2-25.

Distribution. I cannot discover any difference between the only

two Indian-killed specimens of this species I have seen and
numerous others from various parts of the world. The Garrion-

Orow appears to be a resident in Kashmir, where it breeds. It is

no doubt common enough, but frequently overlooked as a common
crow. It has not yet been found in any other part of India.

The proper home of this bird is the eastern half of Siberia, from
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the Tenesay river to the Pacific, but it is also found in greater

or less abundance southwards in Turkestan and Kashmir, extend-
ing into Europe as far as England.

Habits, Sfc. The Carrion-Crow, like the Eaven, is found in the

wildest parts of the countries it inhabits. It is generally solitary

and but seldom seen in flocks. Brooks found the nest in Kashmir,

at Sonamurg, on the 30th May, but he gives no particulars of the

occurrence. The eggs, which are pale green, spotted and otherwise

marked with greenish or olive-brown and pale sepia, measure 1"67

by 1-16.

4. Corvus macrorhynclitis. The Jungle-Grow.

Corvus macrorhynchus, Wagler, Syst. Av., Corvus, sp. 3 (1827) ;

Hume, S. F. v, p. 461 ; Hume, Cat. no. 660 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 397

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 250 ; Oates in Hwme's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 4.

Corvus levaiUantii, Less. TraiU, p. 328 (1831) ; Hume, N. ^ E.

p. 411 ; id. S. F. ii, p. 243 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped. Aves, p. 589.

Corvus culminatus, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 96 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. ii,

p. 553 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 295 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 20.

Corvus intermedins, Adams, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 171 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 297; Hume^Henders. Lah. to Yarh.^. 237; Hume, Cat. no. 661.

Corvus tenuirostris, Moore, apud Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 297.

Corvus andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1866, p. 420.

Corone maerorhyncha ( Wagl.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 38 ; Legge,

Birds Ceyl. p. 346.

Corone levaillanti (Less.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 39.

Corvus enca, Horsf, apud Hume, Cat. no. 662.

The Indian Corby, the Black HiXl-Crom, the Slender-biUed Oroiv, Jerd.;

Dhar or Dhal kowa, Hind, in the North ; Dheri-kowa, Hind, in the South

;

Karrial, Hind. ; Bad-kag, Bang. ; Kaki, Tel. ; Kaka, Tarn. ; Ulahrpho,

Lepch. ; Ulak, Bhiit. ; Goyegamma-Eaka, Ceyl.

Fig. 4.—Head of C. macrorhynchus.

Coloration. Upper plumage glossy black except the hind neck

and sides of neck, which are almost glossless, and of which the

feathers are disintegrated and silky, not of the intense black of the

other parts, and with the shafts not distinguishable from the webs.

Iris dark brown ; legs, feet, and bill black.

Length about 19; tail 7 to 9 ; wing 11 to 14 ; tarsus about 2-2

;

bill from forehead to tip 2-2 to 2-5.

TOL. I.
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In the British Museum there are about 300 specimens of the

Jungie-Orow from all parts of India and Burma. An examination

of this series- makes it evident, as Hume has already shown, that

there is but one species of this large Grow in the Empire. Neither

by size, structure, nor coloration is it possible to separate the series

into two or more species. Tlie smallest birds occur in the North-
west Himalayas and the largest in the Andamans and Burma, and
between the two extremes there is a connected chain of intermediate

specimens.

Pig. 5.—Foot of C. macrorhynehus.

Distribution. The Jungle-Crow occurs in eyery portion of the
Empire and Ceylon, except the higher parts of the Himalayas, and
is a resident species. It extends in the same or a modified form
down to the islands of South-eastern Asia and to China.

Habits, Sfc. This Crow is not only found in forests and the re-
moter parts of the jungle, but it also frequents towns and villages
in considerable numbers. It associates with the ordinary House-
Crow ; and the two species have precisely the same habits.
The nesting-season commences in the middle of January, and

lasts throughout Pebrimry. The nest, a large structure made of
twigs and lined with some soft material such as hair or grass, is
placed near the summit of a tolerably large tree well away from
human habitations. The eggs, four or five in number, are green
marked with various shades of brown, and measure about 1-7 by 1-2.

5. Corvus frugilegus. The Book.

Corvus frugilegus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 156 (1766); Blyth, Cat p 90
Hor»f. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 657 j Jerd. S. I. ii, p. 302 ; Hume, Cat. no 664
Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 77, 1882, p. 28l ; Sc^ly, Ibis, 1881,

p
" 571

Hume, S. F. x, p. 618.
^'

Trypanocorax frugilegus (Zinn.), Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 9.
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Coloration. The whole plumage black ; the head, neck, and lower
plumage richly glossed with purplish blue, the upper plumage
with violet-purple.

Bill and feet black ; iris blackish brown (Hume Coll.).

Length about 19; tail 6-5 to 8 ; wing 12 to 13 j tarsus about
2-2 ; bill from gape 2-5 to 2-8.

The nestling is without any gloss at first but quickly assumes it.

About January, or when the young bird is about nine months old,

the naral bristles are cast, and by March the front part of the head
has become entirely denuded of feathers.

Kg. 6.—Head of C.frugilegus.

Distribution. The Eook occurs in Kashmir, the Hazdra country

and the extreme north-west portion of the Punjab in the winter

The Hume Collection contains birds killed at Abbottabad from Oc-

tober to February, and Scully states that this species is common in

Gilgit from the third w^eek in October to the third week in April.

The Rook is found in Central Asia and in Europe, but to the

east it is replaced by C. pastinator, which has a smaller extent of

the face denuded of feathers.

Habits, 6fe. The Eook frequents the better cultivated parts of the

country in large flocks, feeding in meadows and ploughed land on
worms, snails and grubs. It does not breed in India. In Europe

it breeds in large societies, building a nest similar to the Crow's

on large trees.

6. Corvus cornix. The Hooded Crow.

Corvus cornix, lAnn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 156 (176G) ; Blyth, Cat. i, p. 89 ;

Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 553 ; Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 406, 517 ; id.

Cat. no. 659 bis ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p._77.

Corone cornix (Linn.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 31.

Coloration. Entire head and neck, the central part of the upper

breast, the wings, tail, and thighs glossy black ; remainder of the

plumage drab-grey, the shafts of the upper parts black, those of

the lower brown.
o2
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Iris brown ; legs, bill, and feet black (Johnson).

Length 19 ; tail 7-5 ; wing 12-5 ; tarsus 2-2 ; bill from gape 2

to 2-2.

Varieties. Three races of Hooded Crow can readily be dis-

tinguished, and I have seen no specimens showing that any inter-

breeding takes place between them. The true C. comix is found

in Europe and eastwards as far as the Persian Gulf. The light

parts of the plumage of this bird are ashy grey. ' O. capellanus is

found round the Persian Gulf and in Mesopotamia. In this the

light parts of the plumage are white with black shafts. The third

race, which for convenience I shall term C. sharpii, inhabits Siberia,

Turkestan, Afghanistan, and a portion of India. In this the light

parts of the plumage are drab-grey. The three races are so distinct

that any one could separate them at once.

Distnbution. Occurs in winter in the extreme north-west portion

of the Punjab, in the Hazdra country, and in Gilgit. Biddulph

observed this species in the last-mentioned place in December,
January, and Pebruary. It extends westward to the head of the

Persian Gulf and northwards to Siberia, where it appears to inter-

breed to a considerable extent with G. corone.

Habits, Sfc. The Hooded Crow has much the same habits as the

Carrion-Crow, being shy and frequenting the more barren parts of

the countries it inhabits. In addition to eating the usual food of

its ally, it is said to feed on grain and to be found in fields searching

the ground like the Eook. It does not breed in India.

7. Corvus splendens. The Indian House-Crow.

Corvus splendens, Vieill. N. Diet. cPHist. Nat. viii, p. 44 (1817); Blyth,
Cat. p. 90 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 669 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 298 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 663; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 326 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 398;
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 251 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 8.

Corvus impudiens, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Mise. p. 84 (1844).
Anomalocorax impudicus, Hodgs., Qray, Hand-list, ii, p. 14 (1870);
Hume, N. ^ E. p. 413.

Corone splendens (Piei'K.), Sharpe, Cat. B.M. iii, p. 33; Legge, Birds
Ceyl. p. 349.

The Common Indian Crow, Jerd ; Kowa, Pati-Kowa, Desi-Koioa, Hind,
in various districts ; Kag or Kak, Beng. ; Manchi Kahi, Tel ; N(Ula
Kaka, Tarn. ; Karavi-Kaka, Kakum, (3eyl. ; Graya, Port, in Ceylon

;

Myan-Kwak, Mauipur.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, lores, cheeks, chin, and throat deep
glossy black ; nape, ear-coverts, the whole neck, upper back, and
breast light ashy brown ; wings, tail, and remainder of upper plu-
mage glossy black ; lower plumage from the breast dull brownish
black. The feathers of the throat are lanceolate ; and the whole
of the black portions of the plumage are highly resplendent with
purple-blue and greenish reflexions.

Iris dark brown ; legs and bill black.

Length i7-5 ; tail 7 ; wing up to 11 ; tarsus 1-9
; bill from gape 2.
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The Common Crow of India varies considerably in its coloration

according to climate. The light parts of the plumage of birds from
Bind and the dry portions of India are nearly white, whereas birds

from Ceylon and the more humid portions of the peninsula have
these parts very dark, nearly as dark as the Burmese species.

Distribution. Occurs as a resident throughout the whole of India

from Sind and the Punjab to Assam, ascending the Himalayas to

about 4000 feet, and down to Ceylon. JTrom Assam this Crow
extends southwards to Manipur and Northern Arrakan, and some-
where about these parts it must meet the next species.

Habits, (^c. The Indian House-Crow is the most familiar of all

Indian birds, being found in every part of the country, but more
especially in towns and villages, where its numbers are very great

and its habits obtrusive. It has in a great measure become domes-
ticated while retaining its wariness. It is eminently sociable, and
even in wild districts a solitary bird is seldom seen. It breeds

from May to July in clumps of trees near vUlages, constructing a

rough nest of sticks lined with grass and other soft materials. The
number of eggs varies from four to six, four, however, being the

usual number. The colour is some shade or other of green or pale

blue, and the eggs are marked in various ways with sepia, olive-

brown, and sometimes piu'ple. They measure on the average from
1-44 to 1-06.

8. CorvTis insolens. The Burmese House-Crow.

Corvus insolens, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 480 (1874), iii, p. 144 ; Wald. in

Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 87 ; Oates, S. F. v, p. 169; Wardlaw Bam-
say, Ibis, 1877, p. 459 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 589

;

Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 380; Hume, Cat. no. 663 bis; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 399 ; OaUs in Hume's N. ^ K 2nd ed. i, p. 12.

Corone insolens {Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 34.

Ki/eeffan, Burm.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, chin, and throat glossy black;

back of the neck and its sides dull brown ; ear-coverts and the whole

lower plumage from the throat dull brownish black ; wings and

tail and remainder of the plumage deep glossy black. The feathers

of the throat are lanceolate ; and the whole of the black portions

of the plumage are highly glossed with purple, blue, and green,

varying according to the light thrown on them.

The dimensions are the same as those of C. s^lendens. The

iris is dark brown ; the legs and bill black.

Distribution. The whole of Burma except perhaps the northern

parts of Arrakan and the northern portion of Upper Burma bor-

dering on Assam and Manipur. To the south the limit appears to

be Mergui. This species extends into Siam and Cochin China.

Habits, Sfc. The House-Crow of Burma, like its congener in India,

is extremely abundant in all towns and villages ; and even an

isolated house in the jungle will usually be found to attract a few

of these birds.
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The breeding-season commences about the middle of March and

lasts till the beginning of the rains. These birds almost always breed

in societies, selecting a group of trees in a compound or near a

monastery. The nest, made of twigs and lined with hair, grass or

other soft substances, is placed high up in rather tall trees, and

the eggs, usually four in number, resemble closely those of the

preceding species.

9. CorvTis monedula. The Jackdaw^

Corvus monedala, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 166 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 90 ; Hume, N. 8r E. p. 414 ; id. Cat. no. 665 ; Biddulph, Ibis,

1881, p. 77 ; Gates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 12.

Corvus coUaris, Drummond, A. M. N. H. xviii, p. 11 (1846).
(Jolaeus mouedula (Linn.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 562 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 302 ; Hume 8f Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 239 ; Sadly, S. F. iv,

p. 158; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 26; Sctdly, Ibis, 1881, p. 572.

Colseus collaris (Drummond), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 27 ; Scully,

Ibis, 1881, p. 672.

Head of C. monedula.

Coloration. Forehead and crown glossy black ; nape and hind
neck dusky grey ; sides of the head and neck light grey, almost
white, and forming a half-collar on the posterior portion of the
side of the neck ; lores blackish ; upper plumage, wings, and tail

bluish black with a considerable amount of gloss ; chin and cheeks
black with grey shaft-streaks ; throat and fore neck entirely black

;

remainder of lower plumage slaty black with a very smallamount
of gloss.

Legs and bill black ; iris nearly white (Bresser).

. Length about 13 ; tail 5-2
; wing 9-2

; tarsus 1-7
; bill from gape

1-5.
^

Jackdaws vary much inter se in the amount and purity of the
white on the sides of the neck, and L cannot distinguish the race
which has been separated under the title of C collaris. A certain
number of birds can be picked out of a series with the half-collar
very white and distinct, but others from the same localities are
typical C monedula, and there are intermediate specimens. The
majority of Indian birds incline towards C. collaris, and that is

all that can be said in favour of the retention of the name.
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Distribution. Kashmir and the north-west Punjab. According
to Hume the Jackdaw is in winter numerous near the foot of the
hills and has been found as far east as Umballa and south to
rerozepore, Jhelum, and Kilaibdgh, and it extends into the Dera
G-hazi Khan District. It appears to be aresidentin Kashmir and as
far east as the valley of the Beas, throughout which tract it breeds
freely.

It extends into Europe.
Habits, Sfc. The Jackdaw is most frequently observed in the

vicinity of elifis and old buildings, in the holes of which, as well as
in holes of trees, it breeds, constructing a nest of sticks lined
with soft substances, and laying four to six eggs, which are green
marked with various shades of brown and purple, and measure 1*4

by -98.

Genus PICA, Brisson, 1760.

Two species of Pica occur in India, one identical with the Eng-
lish Magpie, the other peculiar to some of the higher parts of the

Himalayas.

Fig. 8.—Head of P. rustiea.

Pig. 9.—First primary of F. rustiea.

Pica differs from Gorvus in having a long graduated tail and

a first primary of very peculiar shape. In habits the two genera

are not very dissimilar. The Magpies are, however, more addicted

to well-wooded districts ; they are equally wary and they are almost
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omnivorous. They build large nests of sticks, domed and placed

in trees or large bushes.

The two Indian species of Magpies are very distinct from each

other. The large local Himalayan species has no allies. But the

smaller Magpie, which is the same as the English one, varies con-

siderably over the extensive tract of country it inhabits, chiefly in

the amount of white on the quills of the wing.

Key to the Species,

a. Wing always imder 9 inches ; a white or

ashy band across the rump P. rustiea, p. 24.

6. Wing always over 10 inches ; the rump
entirely black P. bottanensis, p. 25.

10. Pica rustiea. The Magpie.

Corvus pica, Zinn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 157 (1766).
Corvus rusticus, 8cop. Ann. i, p. 38 (17G8).
Pica media, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 393 (1844) ; id. Cat. p. 91

;

Horsf. 8f M. Cat. ii, p. 551.
Pica caudata (^Hay), Blyth, Cat. p. 91 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 550.
Pica tihetana, Hodgs. A. M. N. S. (2) iii, p. 203 (1849).
Picabactriana,5ora«p. Consp. i, p. 383 (1850); Sorsf ^ M. Cat. ii,

p. 550 ; Hume Sf Henders. Lah. to Yark^Ta. 240 ; Hume, N. & E.
p. 416 ; SmUy, 8. F. iv, p. 158.

Pica leucoptera, Goidd, Birds Asia, v, pi. 55 (1862).
Pica pica {Linn.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 62.
Pica rustiea (Scop.), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 407 ; Anders. Yunnan

Exped., Aves, p. 590 ; Hume, Cat. no. 668 bis ; Biddulph, Ibis,

1881, p. 78 ; Sadly, Ibis, 1881, p. 572 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E.
2nd ed. i, p. 13.

Akha, Cabul.

Coloration. The entire head and neck, the upper plumage, breast,
thighs, vent, and under taU-coverts black, the rump with a whitish
or greyish band across ; scapulars, abdomen, and the greater portion
of the primaries white ; wings brilliantly glossed with blue, and
the tail with green, lilac and purple.

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown.
Length about 20 ; tail up to 12-5 ; wing 7-5 to 8-5 : tarsus 1-8

to 2; billat front 1-3.

With the exception of the amount of white on the primaries I
cannot find that the Magpies of Asia differ in any respect from
those of Europe. The amount of white is very variable and forms
no character, in my opinion, by which two or more species may be
recognized.

Distribution. The Magpie is a permanent resident over a consider-
able portion of Kashmir, coming down in winter to 5000 feet and
ascending in summer to about 8000 feet. It occurs, so far as is
known, in no other part of the Himalayas, but it reappears within
our limits around Khelat in Baluchistan and also at Bhamo in
Upper Burma, where both Anderson and my collector procured it
in the cold weather.
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This species is spread over a considerable portion of the Northern
hemisphere.

Habits, d/-c. The Magpie is found in well-wooded parts of the

country and near cultivation, and is said by Biddulph to be at

all times common in Kashmir. He found two nests in May in that

country. The nest is a large domed structure of sticks built in a
tree or bush, and the eggs, usually five in number, are greenish

marked with umber and sepia-brown and measure 1'25 by '97.

11. Pica bottanensis. The Blach-rumped Magpie.

Pica bottanensis, Dekss. Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 100 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 91

;

Hm-sf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 651 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 305; Hume, S. F. v.

p. 281 ; id. Cat. no. 668 ; id. S. F. ix, p. 293.

Pica megaloptera, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 193 (1842).
Pica tibetana, Hodgs. A. M. N. H. (2) ill. p. 203 (1849).

The Himalayan Magpie, Jerd.

Coloration. Resembles P. rustica, but is much larger with a longer

wing and shorter tail and with the rump entirely black.

Length about 21 ; tail 11-5 ; wing 10 to 10-5 ; tarsus 2-1

;

bill at front 1-4 to 1-6.

All the species of Pica have a band of white or grey across the

rump except the present form and P. mauritaniea, which is found
in Spain and N. Africa. Of P. bottanensis there are some thirty

specimens in the British Museum and they all agree in having
the rump entirely black, in their large size, short tail, and long

wing.
Distribution. The higher parts of Bhutan, Native Sikhim, and

Chinese Tibet. There is no evidence that P. bottanensis occurs in

Nepal. There is a skin in the British Museum said to have been
collected in Kumaon, but I doubt the correctness of this locality.

Genus XJEOCISSA, Cabanis, 1850.

Pig. 10.—Head of U. occipitalis.

The genus Urocissa contains a few brightly plumaged ^iiitgpies

which are found in India and China. They differ from the true

Magpies in having the nostrils, which are covered by rather soft

plumes, not by stiff brigtles, situated near the base of the bill,rfn
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ihaving a longer tail and a bill which is either red or yellow,

never black.

The Blue Magpies frequent forest districts, and are not found

so often near villages and cultivation as the common Magpie.

They feed a great deal on the ground, chiefly on large insects.

They differ remarkably from the species of Pica in not constriicting a

dome over their nests ; otherwise their nesting-habits appear to be

much the same.

Key to the Species.

a. Bill red ; nuchal white patch large, reaching

to the end of the black on the hind neck V. occipitalis, p. 26.

b. Bill yellow ; nuchal white patch small, not

reaching to the margin of the black on the

hindneck U. Jlavirostris, p. 27.

12. Urocissa occipitalis. The Bed-billed Blue Magpie.

Psilorhinus occipitalis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 27 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 93.

Psilorhinus magnirostris, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xv, p. 27 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 93.

Urocissa sinensis (iin»i.), apvd Horsf. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 577 ; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 309.

Urocissa occipitalis (Bl.), Jerd. B. I. App. p. 873 ; Hume, N. §• E.

p. 419 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 70 ; Hume, Cat. no. 671 ; Scully,

8. F. viiijp. 327 ; Oaies, B. B. i, p. 400 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 258

;

Salvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 618 ; Gates in Hume's N.
^X2nded. i, p. 14.

Urocissa magnirostris (Bl.), Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 144 ; Sharpe, Cat. B.

M. iii, p. 71 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 385 ; Anders. Yunnan
E:vped., Aves, p. 592 ; Hume, Cat. no. 671 his ; Bingham, 8. F. ix,

p. 191.

Nil-Khant, at Mussoorie ; Digg-dall, at Simla.

Coloration. Head, neck, and breast black ; a large patch on the

nape, continued down the back of the neck, white ; some of the

feathers of the crown also tipped with white ; lower plumage
white tinged with purple ; tail blue, broadly tipped with white,

and all but the central pair of feathers with a band of black next
the white tips : wings brown ; the first two primaries edged with

blue, the next five edged with blue above the margination and with

bluish white below ; the other primaries and secondaries almost

entirely blue on the outer web ; the tertiaries blue on both webs

;

the whole of the quills tipped with white, at first on the outer

web only and gradually extending to both webs ; back, scapulars,

and rump purplish blue, the wing-coverts brighter ; upper tail-

coverts blue tipped with black, and with a band of bluish white

next the black tips.

Iris brown, probably turning to red in very old birds ; bill and
legs varying from red to crimson ; eyelids greyish white ; claws

horn-coiour ; mouth flesh-colour.
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Length up to 28 ; tail up to 19 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1'9
; bill from

gape 1-8.

In the ' Birds of Burmah ' I entered fully into the question of the

identity of U. magnirostris with U. ocovpitalis, and it is not neces-

sary now to discuss the subject again.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Nepal.

1 can find no evidence of this bird's occurrence in Sikhim, Bhutan, or

Assam ; but it reappears in the Naga hills, about Bhamo, in Arrakan
and generally, throughout Burma in suitable localities down to Te-
nasserim. It also extends into Siam. In the Himalayas and the

hill-ranges of Eastern Bengal it is found at an elevation of 5000 feet

and higher, but in Burma it occurs at the level of the sea or not

much above it. It is a permanent resident throughout its range.

Habits, ^c. This Magpie is found in small parties of from three

to six individuals. It breeds from March toJuly according to locality,

constructing a solid cup-shaped nest of twigs and branches in trees

at all heights from the ground. The eggs, three to five in number,
are like those of Pioa rustica in colour and they measure about
1-3 by -95.

In Burma this Magpie affects the dry forests which occupy large

tracts of country in the plains, and not the moister or evergreen

forests of the hills.

13. Urocissa flavirostris. The Yellow-billed Blue Magpie. .

Psilorhinus flavirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 28 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 93.

Urociasa flavirostris (Bl.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 578 ; Jerd. B. I.

ii, p. 310 ; Hume Sr Henders. Lah. to York. p. 242 ; Hume, N. Sr

.B. p. 419; Sharpe,Cat. B. ilf. iii,' p. 72 ; Hume, Cat. no. 672;
Scully, S. F. viii, p. 328 ; Dates in Hume's N. ^ JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 16.

Urocissa cucuUata, Gould, B. Asia, v, pi. 51 (1861).

Tying-jongring, Lepch. ; Pianging-jdbhring, Bhut.

Coloration. Head, neck, and breast black, the nape white and the

feathers of the crown tipped white ; back, scapulars, rump, and
upper tail-coverts purplish ashy, the last tipped black and with

a narrow pale band in front of the black; wing-coverts, the

outer web of the primaries and secondaries and the whole of the

tertiaries purplish blue ; all the quills tipped white, the earlier

primaries whitish on the terminal half of the outer web ; tail blue,

with a broad white tip and all but the central pair of feathers with

a subterminal black band ; lower plumage, from the breast down-
wards, white tinged with purple.

Bill pale waxy yellow ; iris (in male only) bright yellow ; feet

bright orange-yellow (Scully).

Length about 26 ; tail up to 18 ; wing 7"4 ; tarsus 1"8 ; bill from

gape 1'5.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Ladak and Hazara to Bhutan

at elevations of from 6000 to 10,000 feet.
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Habits, iSfo, This Magpie, which has the same habits as the last,

breeds from April to August, building a large nest of twigs and
roots most commonly in oak trees, up to 80 feet or more from the

ground. The eggs, usually four in number, are of the Magpie type

and measure 1"3 by '92.

There are two Chinese species of Blue Magpies, neither of which,

however, is likely to occur within the limits of India.

Genus CISSA, Boie, 1826.

The genus Cissa contains, among others, two Indian Magpies of

very beautiful plumage. They differ from the Magpies of the genus
Drocissa in having a much shorter tail and the eyelids wattled at

the edges, a feature which is very distinct in life and generally

visible in some degree in dry skins.

Jerdon, very properly I think, places this bird between Urocissa and
Dendrocitta, bat wrongly calls it a Jay. I think it may be better

termed a Magpie, in view of its long tail and bright coloration.

The Magpies of this genus are forest birds of shy habits, feeding

a good deal on the ground. In the construction of their nests they

resemble Urocissa and not Pica. They have red bills.

Davison has mentioned (S. F. vi, p. 385) how closely the habits

of these Magpies accord with those of Garrulax. They are more-
over closely allied to that genus in structure and form a link between
the CorvidcB and the CrateropodidtB.

Key to the Species.

a. Head and neck green C. chinemis, p. 28.

h. Head and neck chestnut C. ornata, p. 29.

14. Cissa chinensis. The Green Magpie.

Coracias chinensis, Sodd. Tabl. PI. Enl. p. 38 (1783).
Corvus specioaus, Shaw, Gen. Zool. vii, p. 364 (1809).
Kitta venatorius, Gray in Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 24 (1832).
Oissa venatoria, Gray, Blyth, Cat. p. 92.

Cissa sinensis (Briss.), Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 575 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii,

p. 312 ; Godw.-Aast. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109.
Cissa speciosa (Shaw), Hume, N. 8r E. p. 421 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 145

iv, p. 609 ; Bingham, S. F. v, p. 85.

Cissa chinensis (jBodd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 86 ; BMme ^ Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 385 ; Hums, Cat. no. 673 ; Gates, B. B. i, p. 406

;

Hume, S. F. xi, p. 258 ; Gates in Hum^s N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 17!

The Green Jay, ieiS..; Sirgan.g,'Bea^.; Chap-ling-pho, Lepch. : Eab-
ling-chapu, Bhut. ; Pilitel, Dafla Hills.

Coloration. Head and neck greenish yellow
; general body-

plumage green ; the lores and a band through each eye, the two
meeting behind on the nape, black ; the cheeks, sides of neck, and
lower plumage paler green ; tail green, the central feathers tipped
with white, the others tipped with white and with a subterminal



CTSSA. 29

band of black ; lesser wing-coverts green, the other coverts red

;

wings brown on the inner webs, red on the outer ones ; the tertiaries
and some of the secondaries tipped with pale blue and with a band
of black in front of the tips.

Bill red ; eyelids, yellowish brown, the edges red ; legs coral-
red ; iris blood-red ; claws dull red ; inside of the mouth reddish
flesh-colour.

Length 15; tail 8; wing 5-9; tarsus 1-7; bill from gape 1-6.

_
The plumage of this bird changes after death and adso in cap-

tivity from green to dull blue ; and the red on the wings also

undergoes a change under the same circumstances, becoming much
duller. G. minor, a subspecies from Sumatra, is rather smaller.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Jumna valley to Bhutan
and Assam ; thence through the hill-ranges of Eastern Bengal and
Burma to Tenasserim, where this bird has been observed as far
south as Mergui and the Thoungyeen valley. It is found from the
base of the hills up to about 5000 feet.

Habits, Sfo. This Magpie is found in all descriptions of jungle, but
personally I have only observed it in the evergreen forests. It is

as a rule shy and difficult to observe, keeping to the ground or to
dense undergrowth. It breeds principally in April, constructing
a cup-shaped nest of twigs, roots, and bamboo-leaves in a tree or
bamboo-bush at no great height from the ground. The eggs, three
in number, are dull white freckled with yellowish and brown, and
measure 1"21 by "92.

15. Cissa, omata. The Geylonese Magpie.

Pica omata, Wagler, Isis, 1829, p. 749.

Cissa puella, Bl^h, Cat. p. 93 (1849).
Cissa pyrrhocyanea, LicMenstein, Oould, B. Asia, v, pi. 53 (1850).
Cissa omata (WaffI.), Sharpe, Cat.B.M. ill, p. 87; Legge, Birds

Ceyl. p. 353, pi. 15 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 408 ; id. Cat. no. 673 bis;

Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 19.

Kahibella, Ceyl.

Coloration. Whole head, neck, upper back, and upper breast rich

chestnut; remainder of the body-plumage bright blue, suffused

with cobalt next the chestnut of the neck ; tail blue, tipped with

white and subterminally with black ; wing-coverts brown, more or

less margined and suffused with blue : quills chestnut on the outer

webs, black on the inner, changing to blue on the tertiaries ; thighs

dusky purple.

Iris light brown; eyelid deep red ; orbital skin somewhat paler;

bill, legs, and feet coral-red ; claws reddish yellow at ba«e, dusky at

tip {Legge).

Length about 17; tail up to 10; wing 6-5; tarsus 1-7; bill

from gape 1'6.

Distribution. The forests of Ceylon only.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Ceylon during the cool season or from
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December to February! The nest appears to be similar to that of

the last. One egg recorded by Legge was bluish green marked with

umber-brown and bluish grey, and measured about 1'3 by 1.

Genus DENDROCITTA, Gould, 1833.

In the Tree-pies we have a collection of birds which are closer

to Pica than to either Urodssa or Oissa, inasmuch as %hey have
black bills and very numerous stiff, but somewhat short, bristles

completely concealing the nostrils. The bill, however, is short with

the commissure greatly curved, and in one species, D, hayleyi, the

tail approaches the next genus in structure, the central feathers

being gradually enlarged throughout their length, not suddenly at

the tip as in Grypsirhina.

The Tree-pies are sociable, associating in small bands, and they
are aboreal, seldom descending to the ground. They have a series

of clear metallic notes, which sound very pleasantly in the jungle.

They construct large nests in trees, and lay eggs which are less

Corvine in appearance than those of the true Magpies. Their food
consists of both fruit and insects.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail ashy and black.

a' . Crown and hind neck uniform smoky
brown ; abdomen rufoua D. rufa, p. 30.

6'. Crown black; hind neck and abdomen
white D. leucogastra, p. 31.

c'. Crown black; hind neck and abdomen
uniform ashy D. himalayerms, p. 32.

6. Tail entirely black.

rf...Without .a white wing-spot D. frontalis, p. 38.

e'. With a white wing-spot D. baykyi, p. 34.

Fig. 11.—Head of D. rufa.

16. Dendrocitta rufa. The Indian Tree-pie.

Lauius rufus, Scop. Del. Faun, et Flor. Insuhr. ii, p. 86 (1786).
Coracias vagabunda, Lath. Ind. Orn. i, p. 171 (1790).
Grypsirhina pallida, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 30 (1846).
Dendrocitta rufa (Scop.), Blyth, Cat. p. 92 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 665

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 314; Hume, N. 8r E. p. 421 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. 31.
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iii, p. 76; Anders. Yunnan JExped., Aves, p. 591 y ITume, 'Cat.

no. 074 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 402 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 252

;

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 259 ; Oates in, Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 19.

Dendrocitta pallida {Bl.), Bl^th, Cat.-^.sm-, Horsf. 8f M. Cat. ii,

p. 568; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 315 ; Hume, Cat. no. 675.

The Common Indian Magpie, Jerd. ; Maha-lat, Hind., Kotri, Hind, in

Bengal ; Tdkka-chor, Handi-chacha, Beng. ; Mahtab and Chand, Sind

;

Oohurayi, Konda-Kati-gadu, Tel. ; Mootri, Lucknow ; KasKhussi, Oachar ;

Kola Sioa, Assam.

Ooloration. The whole head and neck with the breast sooty

brown ; remainder of the body-plumage bright fulvous, darker on,

the back and scapulars ; wing-coverts greyish white ; wings dark

brown, the outer webs of the tertiaries and later secondaries grey ;

tail ashy grey, broadly tipped with black.

The young are duller in -colour than the adults, the head is

lighter brown, and the tail-feathers are tipped with light buff. ,

Iris reddish brown ; bill slaty horn-colour, albescent at tlie base

;

mouth flesh-colour ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs dark brown ; claws

horn-colour.

Length up to about 18 ; tail up to 12-5 ; wing up to 6-7 ; tarsus

1-3 ; bill from gape 1'3. Himalayan birds are much larger than

those from other parts.

Distribution. The whole of India and Burma from Kashmir to

Travancore and from Assam to Tenasserim as far as Mergui.

This bird ascends the Himalayas and hill-ranges up to 7000 feet,

and it inhabits the plains at the level of the sea.

Habits, Sfc. Br&eds from April to July and probably later in the

year, constructing a cup-shaped nest, near the top of a large tree,

of thorny twigs lined with grass. The eggs, usually five in num-
ber, vary much in colour, being salmon-colour or pale greenish

white marked with bright red, brownish red, purple or olive-

brown ; they measure 1*17 by •87.

17. Dendrocitta leucogastra. The Southern Tree-pie.

Dendrocitta leucogastra, Gould, P. Z. S. 1833, p. 57 ; id. Trans. Z. S.

i, p. 89, pi. \'i;Blyth, Cat.f. 91 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. ii,p. 570; Jerd..

B. I. ii, p. 317 ; Hume, N. f E. p. 424 ; id. S. F. iv, p. 402 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. iii, p. 79; Hume, Cat. no. 678; Bamsori, S. F. x,

p. 400; Oo<e« ira JSttme's iV. ^ i'. 2nd ed. i, p. 22.

Coloration. Forehead, anterior half of crown, sides of the head,

chin, throat, upper breast and thighs black ; hinder part of crown,

nape, hind neck, lower breast, abdomen, and upper tail-coverts white

;

back, scapulars aud rump chestnut-bay ; under tail-coverts chest-

nut ; wings black, the primaries with a large patch of white at their

base ; central tail-feathers grey, broadly tipped black ; the next

pair half grey and half black ; the remainder nearly entirely black.

Bill black ; legs and feet dull black ; iris deep brown {Davison).

Length about 19 ; tail 12 ; wing 5-6 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from

gape 1"1.
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The young resemble the adult very closely.'

Distribution. Southern India, chiefly along the western coast.

The southernmost point from which I have seen a specimen is

Mynall in Travancore, and the most northern, the Wynaad ; but

McMaster (J. A. 8. B. 1871, pt. ii, p. 214) states that he procured

a specimen in May at Chikalda in the Gawilgurh hiUs. He is

hardly likely to have made a mistake about so well-marked a
form as this, but the occurrence of this bird so far north is extra-

ordinary.

Habits, ^c. According to Davison this Tree-pie is found only in

evergreen forest below about 5000 feet. On the Assambu hiUs it is

found from 1500 to 3000 feet. Bourdillon, in the latter locality,

found two nests, composed of twigs roughly put together, and
built in a bush or sapling. One nest was found in March with
eggs, and one in April with young birds. The only egg preserved

measured 1-13 by -86.

18. Dendrocitta Mmalayensis. The Himalayan Tree^ie.

Dendrocitta sinensis {Lath.) apud Blyth, Cat. p. 92; Horsf.^M.
Cat. ii, p. 568 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 316.

Dendrocitta himalayensis, Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 45 ; Hume, N. ^ E.
p. 423; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 79; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 386 ; Hume, Cat. no. 676 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 329 ; Oates, B.
B. i, p. 403 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 259 ; OaUs in Hume's N. Sf E.
2nd ed. i, p. 2.3.

Dendrocitta assiinilis, Huine, S. F. v, p. 117 ; id. Sf Dav. 8. F. vi,

p. 386 ; id. S. F. vii, p. 519 ; id. Cat. 676 bis.

The Himalayan Magpie, Jerd. ; Kokia-Kak, at Mussoorie ; Karrio-pho,
Lepch. ; Karriah-ban, Bhut. ; Koh-long-ah, Assam.

Coloration, Forehead, lores and feathers above the eye black

;

sides of the head, chin and throat dark sooty brown, fading and
overspreading the sides of the neck and breast ; crown of the head,
nape, and upper back ashy; back and scapulars clear brownish
buff; rump and upper tail-coverts ashy; wings and their coverts
black, all the primaries but the first two vi'ith a patch of white at
their base, forming a conspicuous spot ; central pair of tail-feathers
ashy for two thirds of their length, then black ; the others all

black, except the extreme bases, which are ashy ; abdomen and
flanks cinereous; thighs brown; vent and under tail-coverts
chestnut.

The young do not differ much from the adult ; the colours are
paler, the feathers of the upper plumage are tipped with buff, and
the under tail-coverts and vent are reddish brown.

Bill black ; irides reddish brown ; feet brownish black, in young
birds leaden black ; claws dusky (Scully).

Length 16; tail 9 ; wing 5-5; tarsus 1-1; bill from gape 1-3.

Tenasserim birds have the cheeks, ear-coverts, and throat paler,
and the sides of the neck and the upper back tinged with brown
They are, however, hardly separable from some Himalayan birds.
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Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from the Sutlej valley

to Sadiya, and theuce through the Assam hill-tracts to Tenasserim,

where it has been procured as far south as Muleyit mountain.
In the Tweeddale collection there is a specimen labelled as having
been obtained at Murree, and Blyth records the species from
Arrahan, whence, however, I have not seen a specimen. It is

found in hilly tracts at elevations from 2000 to 6000 or 7000 feet,

and does not appear to occur in the plains.

Habits, S^e. According to Jerdon, this species is found in the

more open parts of the forest and near cultivation and villages. It

breeds from May to August. The nest is usually a shallow, flimsy

saucer of twigs built in a small tree. The eggs, which are marked
with olive-brown, measure 144 by '85.

A closely allied species is -D. sinensis, with which the present

species was long confounded. D. sinensis occurs throughout

China, is of smaller size, has the tail-coverts whiter and' the central

tail-feathers entirely white.

19. Sendrocitta frontalis. The Blach-browed Tree-pie.

Dendrocitta frontalis, McGell. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 163 ; Horsf. Sr M.
Cat. ii, p. 569 ; Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 317 ; Oodw.-Atist. J. A. H. B. xlv,

pt. ii, p. 83 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 78 ; Mtime, Cat. no. 677
j

id. & F. xi, p. 260.

Crypsirhina altirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 932 (1843).

Dendrocitta altirostris {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 02.

The Black-browed Magpie, Jerd. ; Hamshi-bon, Lepch. ; Kolio-Ko,

Bhut.

Fig. 12.—Head oi D. frontalis.

Coloration. Forehead, the greater part of the crown, sides of the

head, chin, throat, fore neck, taU, wing -quills, and the primary-

coverts black; the remainder of the wing ash-grey; nape, hind

neck, upper back, sides of the neck, breast, and upper abdomen

pale grey ; lower back, scapulars, rump, upper tail-coverts; lower

abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts chestnut, the thighs tinged

with brown.

The colour of the bill, &c., does not appear to have been

recorded.

TOL. I. B
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Length 15 ; .tail up to 10 ; wing 5-3 ; tarsus 1-15 ; bill from

gape I'l.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of

Assam. Jerdon found it in Sikhim at from 8000 to 5000 feet of

elevation. Little or nothing is on record about this bird.

20. Dendrocitta bayleyi. The Andamanese Tree-pie.

Dendrocitta bayleyi, Tytler, J. A. S. B. xxxii, p. 88 (1863) ; Ball, J.

A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 242 ; xli, pt. ii, p. 285 ; id. S. F. i, p. 75 ;

Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 145, pi. vi ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 245 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. iii, p. 82 ; Hume, Cat. no. 678 bis.

Coloration. The feathers round the base of the bill black; the

remainder of the head, neck, upper baclt, and upper breast dark

bluish ashy; lower back,' scapulars, and rump pale rufous-olive;

upper tail-coverts bluish ashy ; lower breast rufescent ashy ; abdo-

men, vent, and under tail-coverts chestnut ; tail and wing black,

the latter with a large white patch on the primaries and secon-

daries.

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black ; the soles plumbeous grey ; iris

bright yellow, in some rich golden yellow (Hume).

Length up to 14 ; tail up to 8-5 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1-05 ; bill from

gape 1"05.

Distribution. The Andaman Islands. This Tree-pie was obtained

by Davison near Port Blair, where it was not uncommon ; but he
found it most numerous at Mount Harriet and Aberdeen. He
observes that it is a forest bird and never ventures away from the

cover of large trees ; also that it never descends to the ground.

I did not observe it on the Great Oocos nor on Table Island.

Genus CRYPSIRHINA, VieilL, 1816.

With this genus we come to the end of the Magpies or long-

tailed Grows. The members of the present genus are small and
are characterized by a tail of peculiar structure, the central pair of

feathers being spatulate at the ends. The bill is small and the

nostrils are concealed by a mass of velvety fine plumes, which also

surround the base of the bill.

•The Eackel^tailed Magpies are quite arboreal, and in the course

of many years' observation of them 1 have never on any occasion seen
one on the ground. They cling to the outer branches of trees and
search the leaves for insects ; they also feed on fruit. They have
a not unpleasant metallic note. The nest is more skilfully con-
structed than that of other Magpies, being firmly secured by tendrils

of creeping plauts and presenting a compact appearance. The
eggs are quite Corvine in their character.

Key to the Species,

a. The whole head and body metallic green C. varians, p. 35.

6. The head black
|
the body grey C. cucullata,, p. 35.
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21. Crypsirhina varians. The Black Raclcet-taihd Magpie.

Corvus varians, Lath. Ind. Orn. Siippl. p. xxvi (1801).
Ciypsirhina varians (Lath.), Blyth, Cat. p. 92; Horsf. & M. Cat. ii,

p. 664 ; Wald. F. Z. 8. 1866, p. 562 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 146

;

Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 83 ; Wardlaw Kamsay, Ibis, 1 877, p. 459

;

Oates, S. F. v, p. 169 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 386 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 678 quat. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 404 ; id. in Hume's N. Sg E.
2ud ed. i, p. 25.

Kg. 13.—Head of C. varians.

Coloration. The whole plumage metallic bronze-green, tinged
with bluish on the head; wings brown, the outer webs of the
primaries greenish, the other quills more or less entirely suffused
with green ; tail black, more or less overspread with a metallic-

green lustre ; forehead, round the eye and about the gape duU
black, the feathers of a velvety texture.

Iris blue ; mouth flesh-colour ; bill, legs, and claws black.

Length 13; tail 8 ; wing 4-6; tarsus 1-1; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. This fine little Magpie has its headquarters in

Lower Pegu, whence it extends sparingly up the valleys of the
Irrawaddy and of the Sittouug to Thayetmyo and Toungngoo. To
the west it extends to Bassein. To the south it occurs throughout
Tenasserim as far as Mergui.

It is found in Siam, Cochin China, Sumatra, Borneo and Java.
Habits, dfc. This bird is found in all parts of the couutry except

heavy forest. It breeds in June or July, constructing a neat cup-
shaped nest, of fine twigs lined with tendrils of creepers, in thorny
bushes and bi-anches of bamboo, at no great height from the ground.
The eggs are usually three in number, greyish white covered with
spots and dashes of ash and yellowish brown ; they measure -98

by -72.

22. Crypsirhina cucuUata. The Hooded Racket-tailed Magpie.

Crypsirhina cucuUata, Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 20; Hvme, S. F. iii,

p. 147 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 88 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 84

;

Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 459 ; Hume, Cat. no. 678 ter.

;

Oaiea, B. B. i, p. 405.

Coloration. The whole head, chin, and throat black ; round the

neck, next to the black, a collar of ashy white ; the whole upper
plumage, wing-coverts, and tertiaries vinaceous grey ; lower plumage

'd2
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the same, but rather more rufous ; central tail-feathers black, the

others the same colour as the back ;
primaries and their coverts

black ; secondaries black, broadly edged with ashy white.

The young have the head brown ; the central tail-feathers and

wings are blackish brown, and the general colour of the body-

plumage is less ashy and more vinaeeous.

> The young have the biU orange at the gape and black on the

remainder; the eyelids pale blue with the edges orange; the inside

of the mouth orange.

The adult has the iris blue ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; legs

and claws dark brown ; inside of the mouth flesh-colour.

Length 12-5 ; tail 7'8 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus 1-05 ; bill from gape
•85.

This Magpie has the central tail-feathers narrower than in

C. varians, and more abruptly spatulate at their ends.

Distribution. The Hooded Backet-tailed Magpie was discovered

by Jerdon at Tbayetmyo, and I found it very common in the neigh-

bourhood of that station. It extends to the east about 20 miles to

Tamagan, and on the south about 10 miles to Palow. It probably

'extends some way to the west of the Irrawaddy river, and to the

north it ranges into Upper Burma for some distance. Colonel

Lloyd appears to have sent it from Toungngoo ; but Wardlaw
Kamsay expresses doubts as to its occurrence in that district, and
I feel pretty sure it does not range so far to the east.

Habits, ^c. This species is very similar in habits to C. varians ;

but is found almost entirely in bamboo-jungle.

Genus PLATYSMURUS, Eeich., 1850.

The genus Platysmurus contains two species, one of which is a
resident in the southern portion of Teiiasserim and the other in-
habits Borneo. They seem to connect the Magpies with the Jays.
The bill is very much curved and shorter than the head, and

the bristles covering the nostrils are numerous and stiff but short.
The feathers of the crown of the head are very harsh. The tail is

of no great length but well graduated. The sexes are alike and
the young appear to resemble the adults.

Davison, who observed these birds in life, says :
—" This species

keeps entirely to the forests, going about usually in parties of
from four to six. They have a deep, rolling metallic note, which
they continually utter as they move from tree to tree. I have
never seen them on the ground ; they probably get their food,
which consists of insects, and occasionally, at any rate, of fruit,
amongst the trees. They are excessively restless and always on
the move, flying from tree to tree, generally at a considerable
height, and continually uttering their harsh metallic call. They
restrict themselves to the evergreen forests, never, that I am aware,
coming into gardens or open ground."
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23. Platysnmrus leucopterus. The WUt&-winged Jay.

Glaucopis leucopterus, Temm. PI. Cot no. 265 (1824).
Temnurus leucopterus (^Temm.), Blyih, Cat. p. 92 ; Wald. in Blyth,

Birds Burm. p. 88.

Platysmurus leucopterus (Temm.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 564 ; Sharpe,
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 90; Tweedd. Ibis,'1877, p. 318 ; Hume & Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 387 ; Hum^, Cat. no. 678 quint. ; Oates, B. B. i,p. 409

;

id. in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 26.

Fig. 14.—Head of P. leucopterus.

Coloration. The whole plumage hlack ; the terminal halves of

the larger upper wing-coverts and a large patch on the exterior

webs of some of the secondaries white ; the forehead crested and
the feathers stiff.

In some specimens the smaller wing-coverts are narrowly mar-
gined with white, and this probably indicates immaturity.

Bill, legs, feet and claws black ; irides lake-red to crimson
{Davison).

Length 16 ; tail 8 ; wing 7'5 ; tarsus 1'55 ; bill from gape 1-7.

Bistribution. Throughout Southern Tenasserim from a little above

Tavoy down tp Malawun, also down the Malay peninsula to Singar-

pore and Sumatra.

Habits, ^c. Davison found the nest on the 8th April with two
young birds. It was constructed most coarsely of twigs &c., and
was placed on the frond of a large reed which rested against a

bush.

Genus GARRULUS, Briss., 1760.

The genus Qarrulus contains the True Jays, of which there are

numerous species in Europe and Asia, three being found within

the limits of the Indian Empire. These Indian Jays are resident

species, but one or perhaps two of them may be partially migra-

tory, to the extent of moving up and down the slopes of the

Himalayas according to season. .

The Jays are birds of bright plumage, the wing especially being

marked with vivid blue. They inhabit woods, have harsh cries,

are rather shy, and live on all kinds of food, both animal and

vegetable. They construct large open nests of twigs and lay eggs

marked with brown.
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In the Jays the bill is strong, about three-quarters the length

of the head, and the commissure is straight. The naral bristles

are short and numerous, completely covering the nostrils. The

tail is of medium length and slightly graduated.

K&y to the Species.

a. Forehead and crown black ; tail blue barred ,

with black G. lanceolattis, p. 38.

b. Forehead white ; crown black ; tail black. O. leucotis, p. 89.

t;. Forehead and crown vinaceoua like the

back ; tail black O. Uspecularia, p. 39.

24. Garrnlus lanceolatus. The Blaek-throated Jay.

Qarrulus lanceolatus, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1830, p. 7; Gotdd, Cent.

pis. 39,40; Swsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 579; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 308;

Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 65 ; Hume, N. 8rK ip. 417

;

Broolcs, S. F. iii, p. 253 ; Sume, Cat. no. 670; Sharpe, Cat.B. M.
iii, p. 101 ; Oates in JSurn^s N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 26.

Garrulus gularis, J. E. Gray in Hardw. III. Ind. 2!ook i, pi. 23,

fig. 1 (1832)
I
Blyth, Cat. p. 94.

Garrulus vigorsii, J. E. Gray in Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i,pl. 22 (1832).

Ban-sarrah of the Hillmen at Simla.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, crest, and sides of head black

;

remainder of upper plumage vinous-grey, brighter on the rump
and upper tail-coverts ; chin, throat, and fore neck black with

white shaft^streaks, the black terminating in a patch of iron-grey

on the upper breast ; remainder of lower plumage and the sides of

the neck vinous-grey, brighter than the back ; tail blue, barred

with black, tipped with white and with a broad subterminal black

band; primaries and secondaries black, barred with blue on the

outer web ; the primaries narrowly, the secondaries broadly tipped

white; the tertiaries grey, with a subterminal black band and a
white tip ; lesser coverts vinous, the median and greater black

;

primaryTCOverts almost entirely white ; winglet barred with blue

and tipped white.

Legs and feet pinkish slaty ; bill pinkish slaty at base, yellowish
at tip ; iris reddish (King).

Length about 13; tail 6-5; wing 6; tarsus 1"3; bill from gape I'l.

Many birds, apparently adult, have no white tips to the secon-

daries and tertiaries.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Haziira to Nepal and
over nearly the whole of Kashmir, The species appears to be
partially migratory, being found in winter as low as Dehra. In
summer it ascends to 8000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a shallow nest
of twigs and sticks lined with grass. The nest is built in medium-
sized trees in a fork or close to the trunk up to 30 feet in height.
The eggs, three or four in number, vary in colour from stone-
colour to greenish white and are marked with sepia-brown ; they
measure 112 by 'SS.
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25. Garrulus leucotis. The Burmese Jay.

Garrulus leucotis, Hume, Proc. A. S. B. 1874, p. 106 ; id. S. F. ii,

p.'443; Wald. in Bl/yth, Birds Burm,. p. 89; Wardlaw Railway,
Ibis, 1877, p. 460 ; Sume Sf Dav. S. I", vi, p. 884 ; Hume, Oat..

no. (569 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 407 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 28.

Fig. 15.—Head of G. leucotis.

Coloration. Forehead and front of crown white, with brown
shaft-streaks ; lores, feathers under the eyes, ear-coverts, chin,

throat, and front of neck white ; a broad moustachial stripe black

;

back, rump, and scapulars vinous brown, paler on the rump

;

breast the same as the back ; abdomen and flanks paler vinous

brown ; upper and under tail-coverts and vent white ; tail black,

barred with ashy towards the base ; wing precisely as in G. hi-'

spemlaris.

The young bird does not differ in any particular from the adult.

, The legs and feet are whitish horny or iiesh-colour ; bill blackish

homy or dull black, whitish at tip ; irides lighter or darker wood-

brown {Davison).

Length 12-8 ; tail 5 ; wing 6-8 ; tarsus 1-7
; bill from gape 1"5.

Distribution. Tenasserim to the east of the Sittoung river from

Toungngoo down to Muleyit mountain and the Thoungyeen valley.

This Jay also occurs in Karennee and probably in the hills between

the Irrawaddy and the Sitiang rivers.

Habits, Sfe. Pound in pine-forests and the other .dry forests of the

country, never apparently in evergreen forests. This is a resident

species and breeds in Burma, but its nest has not yet been found.

26. Garrulus bispecularis. Tlie Himalayan Jay.

Garrulus bispecularis, Viijors, P. Z. S. 1830, p. 7 ; Oould, Cent.

pi. 38 ; Boyle, Himalaya, pi. — ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat. ii, p. 579 ; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 307 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 55; Hume,

^ Henders. Lah. to Turk. p. 242 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 416 ; Brooks,

S. F. iii, p. 253 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 100 ; Godw.-Aust.
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J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii,p. 21 ; Hume, Cat. no. 669 ; Scully, 8. F.

viii, p. 327; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 257; Oates in Hume's N. Sr F:
2nd ed. i, p. 28.

Gamilus ornatuB, J. F. Oray in Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 23,

fig. 2 (1832) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 94.

Lho-Karrio-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. A broad black moustachial band; lower part of rump,

upper and under tail-coverts, vent and thighs whiter with these

exceptions the whole plumage of the head, neck, and body is a rich

vinaceous fawn-colour ; tail black, with some interrupted ashy bars

near the base of the central pair of feathers ; lesser and median

wing-ooverts like the back; winglet, primary-coverts, the outer

greater coverts and the outer webs of most of the secondaries, on
their basal half, bright blue banded with black ; remainder of the

greater coverts, and quills black, the primaries with some portion

of the outer web grey ; the innermost tertiary partially chestnut.

Bin dusky; margins of eyelids dull brick-red; iris reddish

brown ; tarsi and toes pale pinkish fleshy ; claws livid {Scully').

Length about 12 ; tail 6 ; wing 6'5 ; tarsus 1'4 ; bUl from gape V2.
Distribution. Throughout the lower ranges of the Himalayas

fi'om Eastern Kashmir to Bhutan and also in the Khasi hills

:

apparently ranging up to 7000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from March to June, constructing a cup-
shaped nest of twigs and grass, lined with finer grass, in a fork of

a tree and laying from four to six eggs. These are like those of

the last species and measure 1-15 by '85.

Genus NUCIPRAGA, Briss., 1760.

The genus Nucifraga contains the Nutcrackers, birds of well-

marked form and colour, two of which are found within Indian
limits inhabiting the higher parts of the Himalayas, where they are

resident.

In the Nutcrackers the plumage is more or less spotted ; the
bill is straight, pointed, and about as long as the head ; the naral
bristles are short and stiff and completely cover the nostrils ; the
wings are strong, but the tail is short and very little rounded.
The Nutcrackers are chiefly arboreal in their habits and they

prefer forests of pine and cedar trees, on the seeds of which they
largely subsist ; but they also eat other seeds and fruits and also
insects. Their notes are harsh and loud. They build large nests, like

those of crows, high up in trees, and their eggs are spottedwith brown.
Near this genus should come Podoces, a genus of birds found in

Tibet and Central Asia. Hume inserts one species in his Catar-

logue ; but it does not occur within strict Indian limits.

Key to the Species.

a. Rump and upper tail-coverts not marked
with white N. hemispila, p. 41.

6. Eump and upper tail-coverts marked
with white N. multipmctata, p. 41.



NTJCIFEAGA. 41

27. ITncifraga hemispila. The Himalayan Nutcracker.

ISfucifraga hemispila, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1830, p. 8 ; Gould, Cent. pL 36;
Myth, Cat. p. 90 ; Jlorsf. ^ M. Cat., ii, p. 568 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 304

;

Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 64 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli,

pt. ii, g. 69 ; Hume, N. ^ B. p. 415 ; id. Cat. no. 666 j Brooks,
8. F. iii, p. 253 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 54 : Oates in Hume's
iV. ^-B. 2nded.i,p. 30.

Nucifraga immaculata, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 86.

Lho-Kariyo-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Naral bristles, forehead, crown, nape, bind neck, and
upper tail-coverts chocolate-brown; with these exceptions the
whole of the plumage is umber-brown, the sides of the head and
neck streaked with white ; chin and throat with a few small white
shaft-streaks ; the back, breast, and upper abdomen with oval

white drops ; under tail-coverts pure white ; wings glossy black,

the lesser and median coverts with triangular white tips ; central

tail-feathers black, the others very broadly tipped white, the
amount of white decreasing inwardly ; a few of the inner primaries
with a large oval white mark on the inner web, probably dis-

appearing with age, as it is absent in some birds.

Some birds have the spots on the breast rufous ; this may be
accidental and due to staining ; it is not the plumage of the young,
in which the rufous is of a different character.

The young are pale brown with rufescent drops which speedily

turn white ; the head soon turns to the adult colour.

Legs and feet black ; iris reddish to deep brown (Hume).
Length about 15 ; tail 6 ; wing 8-5 ; tarsus 1"6 ; bill from

gape 1'9.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Bhutan.
Stoliczka states that this bird is common in the N.W. Himalayas
from low elevations to the limit of trees. Bianford found it rare

on the outer ranges of Sikhim, but common in the pine-forests of

the interior, and Hume remarks that it is very common in the hills

north of Simla.

Habits, ^c. A nest described by Hume was situated on a tree near

the trunk and about 50 feet from the ground. The nest was like

a Crow's, a platform of sticks mixed up with twigs and moss, and
lined with grass and fir-needles. On the 11th May this nest

contained four young birds.

28. Nucifraga multipunctata. The Larger Spotted Nutcracker.

Nucifraga multipunctata, Ootdd, P. Z. 8. 1849, p. 23 ; Hume S;

Henders. Bah. to Yark. p. 289 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 55

;

Hume, Cat. no. 667 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 78 ; 8cuUy, Ibis,

. 1881, p. 572.

Nucifraga multimaculata, Gould, laps, cal., Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 304

;

Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 64.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck dark chocolate-

brown 5 naral bristles mottled black and white ; with these excep-

tions the whole plumage of the head and body is dark chocolate-
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brown or blaekishj each feather with a large and lengthened drop
of white occupying the greater portion of it, and causing the lower
plumage to look almost white ; wings glossy black ; the lesser

coverts with large white spots, the median with triangular white
marks, the greater and primary-coverts with the primaries slightly-

tipped -with white ; the secondaries and tertiaries with oval white
drops near the tip ; tail black, broadly tipped white on the outer
feathers, less so on the centrals ; under tail-coverts pure white.

!Pig. 16.—Head of N. mulHpunotaia.

The young have the head and hind neck pale brown ; the head
becomes dark almost as soon as the nestling is fully fledged.

Bill homy brown ; legs black (Jerdon).

Length about 15 ; tail 6'5 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1"6 ; bill from gape
1-9.

Distribution. Kashmir and the Himalayas to Kumaon. Stoliczka

found this species tolerably common in the pine- and cedar-forests

near Kistwar and Budrawar. Biddulph remarks that it is common
at all times in Gilgit above 8000 feet, and there are specimens
in the British Museum from various localities from Murree to
Kumaon.

Genus GRACULUS, Koch, 1816.

The Chough, the sole representative of the genus Oracuhts,

resembles the true Crows in shape and colour, but differs from all

of them in having the bill and feet brilliantly coloured. It inhabits
Europe, Northern Africa, and a considerable portion of Asia.
The Chough is found principally in mountainous districts, and

delights in cliffs, in holes of which it usually breeds ; but in Tibet
it also affects buildings for the purpose of nesting. The Chough is

more or less gregarious, and it feeds on the ground after the
manner of the Book, and upon much the same substances.

In Oramlms the bill is very slender and curved and as long as
the head, or even longer; the naral plumes are very short and
dense, and the lower mandible is feathered to the same extent as
the upper. This bird differs markedly from the true Crows in
possessing a smooth tarsus, but it differs in no other important
particular.
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29. Gracnlns eremita. 2'Ae Bed-billed Gkouc/h.

Corvus graculus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 168 (1766).
Corvus eremita, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 159 (1766).
Fregilus graculus (Linn.), Blyth, Oat. p. 91 ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat. ii,

p. 549 i
Blanf. J. A. S. B. xU, pt. ii, p. 69 ; Brooks, S. F. iv, p. :i78

;

Hume 8f Henders. Lah. to York. p. 243.

Fregilua himalayanua, Gould, P. Z. S. 1862, p. 125 ; Jerd. B. L ii,

p. 319 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 65.

Graculus graculus {Linn.), Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 146.

Graculus eremita (Linn.), Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 149, 521; id. Cat.

no. 679; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 31. ,

The Himalayan Chough, Jerd. ; Tsagh, Kandahar.

Fig. 17.—Head of G. eremita.

Fig. 18.—Foot of G. eremita.

Coloration.. The_whole plumage glossy black.

Legs and feet vermilion-red ; claws black ; iris brown (Seeb'oTm).

Length about 17"5; tail 6-5; wing 11*1 to 12-5; tarsus '2-2;

bill at front 2-1.

The Himalayan bird cannot be separated from the European one
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on tbe score of size, and I believe that no one now considers them
separable.

, Distribution. Kashmir and the whole of the Himalayas as far as

Bhutan. The jange extends to Europe and Abyssinia on one side,

and to China on tbe other.

In Kashmir Biddulph informs us that Choughs are common at

low elevations in winter, but in summer they keep entirely to the

mountains. Stoliczka states that in Chini the.Chough' in summer
is found only at elevations above 11,000 feet, and in Spiti above

13,000 feet. Blanford observed it in Sikhim from 9000 to

16,000 feet.

Habits, 4'o. Mandelli obtained the feggs of this bird from Chumbi in

Tibet. They were taken on the 8th May from a nest under the

eaves of a high wooden house. Hume describes them as white,

spotted and streaked with yellowish brown and purplish grey. One
egg measured 1-74 by 1*2,

Genus PYERHOCORAX, VieiU., 1816.

Pyrrhoeorax differs from Oraeulus in having a much shorter and
a much stouter bill, and the lower mandible not nearly so much
feathered at the base as the upper one. The structure of the two
genera is otherwise quite the same, and they do not differ in habits,

except that the Tellow-bUled Chough appears to be a tame and
fearless bird, taking the place of the Common Crow in parts of

Kashmir.

Fig. 19.—Head of P. alpirms.

30. Pyrrhocorax alpinus. The Yellow-billed Chough.

Corvus pyrrhocorax, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 158.
Pyrrhocorax alpinus, Vieill. Nouv. Diet, illist. Nat. vi, p. 668 (1816)

Blyth, Cat. p. 00 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. ii, p. 549 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 319
Stolicxha, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 56 ; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 162
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 148 : Hvme, Cat. no. 680 : Biddulph, Ibis,

1881, p. 78.
r

,
, , r , ,

Fregilus pyrrhooorax (lAnn.'), Blanford, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 70.
Pyrrhocorax forsythi, Stoli(%ka, 8. F. ii, p. 462 (1874).

The Alpine Chough, Jerd.

Coloration. The whole plumage black with a slight gloss ; the
wings and tail very glossy.
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Iris brown ; bill yellow ; feet red (Blanford).
Length about 16 ; tail 6-3 to 7-5 : wing 10-3 to 11-5 ; tarsus 1-6:

bill 1-4.

Distribution. The whole of the Himalayas from Kashmir to
Bhutan. This Chough appears to move locally according to season,
being found low down in winter and up to 15,000 feet or even
higher in summer.

Habits, ^e. According to Stoliczba this species is very social, and
frequently visits the camp of the traveller in Spiti and Laddk ; it

is here quite as familiar and quite as noisy in the neighbourhood of
villages and camping-grounds as Gorvus splendens throughout India.

This bird breeds in holes of cliifs, but the finding of the nest has
not yet been recorded from Indian localities.

Subfamily PARIN^E.

This subfamily contains the Tits, the aiKnities of which with the

Crows are recognized by all writers on ornithology.

Some species of Tits, like the Crows, are found over a very large

portion of the surface of the globe. All the Indian species are

resident.

The Parince bear a close resemblance to each other, the different

genera being characterized by the absence or presence of a crest

and the shape of the tail.

The Tits live chiefly on insects, but they also eat 'seeds, and in

hard .weather no sort of food comes amiss to them. They all lay

spotted eggs, but while some are content with a hole of a tree as a

nesting-place, others construct elaborate rounded structures in trees,

and the eggs in many cases are numerous. The young are con-
siderably paler than the adult, but the pattern of colour is well

preserved in all the species.- •

The Tits have a short, conical and entire bill about one-third the

length of the head; the rictal' bristles are short, and the bristles

over the nostrils, though short, are very dense and straight. The
wing is rounded and weak, and the tarsus scutellated.

In habits they are arboreal, seldom descending to the ground,

and they are in some degree gregarious, being found frequently in

parties of four or more.

Key to the Genera.

a. Head not crested.

a'. Tail rounded.

a!'. Outer tail-feather falling short of tail-

tip by length of hind claw Paeus, p. 46.

b". Outer tail-feather falling short of tail-

tip by length of hind toe and claw . . ^githaliscus, p. 50.

V. Tail square or slightly forked ,^ Syivipajius, p. 53.

J. Head furnished with a full crest.

c'. Tail rounded Machlolophus, p. 54.
• d'. Tail square or slightly forked Lophophanbs, p. 57.
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Genus PAEUS, Linn., 1766.

The genus Parus, of which the Great Tit of England may be

considered the type, contains those Tits which are not crested and
in which the tail is slightly rounded. They have a broad, black,

longitudinal, ventral band, and in this character agree with Machlo-

lophus, which, however, possesses a long pointed crest.

The True Tits are found over a considerable portion of the world.

Pour species inhabit the Indian Empire, one being extremely

common over the whole of the plains ; another is found as a com-
paratively rare visitor from China and the East, and two others are

local, being confined to certain portions of the Empire only.

InParus the feathers of the crown are very slightly lengthened, but

do not form a crest ; the tail is considerably shorter than the wing,

and the outer feather falls short of the tip of the tail by about the

length of the hind claw.

Of the Titmice which occur in Asia, and may hereafter be found
within the limits of this work, may be mentioned :—P. persievs, a

Persian race of the European P. cmruteus ; P. eyanus, which has

been found in Tarkand ; and P. Jkwipsctus, which occurs in

Turkestan.

P. semilarvatm, which at one time was supposed to occur in the

Himalayas, is now known to come from the Philippine Islands.

There is no evidence to show that it has ever been found in India,

and I therefore omit it.

Key to the Species.

a. Lower plumage white.

a'. Back and rump ashy grey P. atriceps, p. 46.
v. Back yellow ; rump ashy grey P. minor, p. 48.
e'. Back and rump black P. nuchcdis, p. 49.

b. Lower plumage yellow P. monticola, p. 49.

Kg. 20.—Head of P. atriceps.

31. Parus atriceps. The Indian Grey Tit.

Parus atriceps, Sorsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 160 (1822) ; Zeage,
Birds Ceyl. pt. ii, p. 557 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 125 ; id. in Hume's N.
Sf E. 2iid ed. i, p. 31.

Parus cinereus, Vteill. Tahl. Enc. et MHhod. ii, p. 606 0823) : Bluth
Cat. p. 103; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 370; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 278
Stolkika, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 52 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii,
pt. u, p. 181 ; Hume ^ Henders. Lah. to York. p. 230 ; Gadow,
Cat. B. M. viii, p. 10. ^ '

>
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Pairus nipnlensis, Hodffn. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 31; Anders. Yunnan
Exped., Aves, p. 632; Hume, Cat. no. 045; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881,
p. 73 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 248 ; Hume, S. Jbl xi, p. 255.

Parus csBsius, Tick.fde Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 278; Hume, N. S[ E. p. 405.

Mam-gaiigra, Beng.

Coloration. Forehead, lores, crown, nape, chin, throat, breast, a
band on either side the neck connecting the nape with the breast,

and a band down the middle of the abdomen black ; cheeks and
ear-coverts white ; the upper part of the back n&ii the black of the
nape white ; remainder of back, rump, scapulars, and lesser and
median coverts ashy grey ; winglet and greater coverts black,

edged with ashy grey, and the latter broadly tipped white;
guills dark brown, the earlier primaries and the tertiaries edged
white, the other quills with ashy grey; upper tail-coverts deep
ashy blue ; tail black, the four median pairs of feathers edged with
ashy grey on the outer webs arid all but the middle two pairs

tipped white ; fifth pair white, with the shaft black and a band of

black on the inner web ; outer pair nearly entirely white with a
black shaft; sides of the breast and abdomen white tinged with
vinaceous ; under tail-coverts black in the centre, white at the sides.

BUI black; iris brown ; legs and feet plumbeous.
Length about 5*5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from

gape '5.

The young have the upper plumage suffused with yellow and- the

lower with buff, and are not readily separable from the young of

P. ininor.

Towards the East, in Burma and China, the amount of white on
the fifth pair of tail-feathers diminishes, and frequently the outer

web is almost entirely black.

The middle pair of rectrices. is • occasionally blue, w ith black

shafts. I cannot discover that this peculiarity is due to any cause

or occurs in any distinct method, but it may indicate a race. The
character is neither sexual nor seasonal so far as the materials at

my disposal afford evidence.

This and the next species have been generally supposed to inter-

breed in Southern China, and to have produced an intermediate

race, which has been named P. commixtus. I cannot discover

any grounds for the supposition that interbreeding of the two

species takes place. Every specimen fi-om Southern China that I

have been able to examine is referable either to P. minor or to

P. atriceps. The former is found, as far west as Karennee and the

Salween district of Tenasserim in a form almost as typical as

Japanese specimens, and the latter in Amoy as typical as Southern-

Indian birds or those from Java.

In size both species are exactly similar, and they are only to be

separated by the coloration of the back and the tail. In P. minor

the back in newly-moulted birds is a clear yellowish green, and the

penultimate tail-feather on each side is entirely black with the

exception of a w hite tip ; in P. atriceps the back is ashy grey like
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the rump, and the penultimate tail-feather on each side is white

with a black shaft and a band of black on the inner web. Small

variations in the colour of the tail occur, but they are never so

great as to cause any doubt in the identification of the species,

especially when supported by the colour of the back.

The young of both species are very similar, and have a great

amount of yellowish green on the upper plumage, and it is not easy

to separate them.

Distribution. Throughout the whole of India aKke in the hills

and plains, but more commonly in the elevated and well-wooded

parts. In the Himalayas this Tit is found at all altitudes up to

9000 feet or more, from Hazira and Gilgit to Assam. It extends

through the peninsula down to Cape Comorin and into Ceylon, the

only portion from which it appears to be absent being Sind and

Cutch. Erom Assam its range extends down to Tenasserim,

where, however, it is noted by Davison as being rare. On the

eastern borders of Burma the next species is found ; but a bird pro-

cured near Bhamo by my collector was P. atriceps, and so appa-

rently is a young bird obtained by Anderson near the same locality

and now in the British Museum.
Outside of Indian limits proper it occurs on the west in Balu-

chistan and Afghanistan, and on the north in Turkestan, where it

is found as a paler race (P. boccJiarensis), and it passes up the

Sutlej valley into Little Tibet. To the east it extends through

Southern China, and to the south down the Malay peninsula to the

islands.

Habits, S[c. Breeds from March to June, laying five or six eggs on
a pad of moss, grass, and hair in a hole of a tree or wall. The eggs

are pinkish white, with a ring of red spots and blotches round the

larger end and a few smaU. spots elsewhere, and they measure '71

by -54.

32, Farns minor. The Japanese Qrey Tit.

Parus minor, Teinm. 8s Schleg. Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 70, pi. 33 (1843) ;

Oadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 15.

Parus commixtua, Swinh. Ibis, 1868, p. 63 ; Wald. in Bl. Birds Burm.
p. Ill j Hume 8r Dav. S. F. vi, p. 376 ; Hume, Cat. no. 645 bis.

Coloration. B.esembles P. atriceps. Differs in having the back
and scapulars yellowish green instead of ashy grey and in having
the fifth pair of tail-feathers black with a small white tip.

Iris hair-brown ; bill black ; legs plumbeous ( Wardlaw Ramsay),
Of the same size as P. atriceps.

The amount of black in the fifth pair of tail-feathers is

reduced towards the extreme south-western limit of the range, as

on the Burmese frontier. No other variation occurs, the back
being as green in Karennee examples as in typical Japanese ones.

The specimen procured by Davison in the Salween district has
the fifth pair of rectrices white, with a broad black band on the
inner webs reaching nearly to the tip. In two Karennee examples
one has those feathers black with a white tip about half an inch
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long, and the other resembles the Salween specimen. All three
can be nearly matched by Japanese birds.

The tail of P.minoi- varies a good deal in length, but the average
length of the tail of ten Japanese birds is exactly the same as that
of ten Indian specimens of P. atriceps selected at random.

Distribution. Karennee and the Salween district of Tenasserim,
extending through China to Japan.

33. Parus nuchalis. The WUte-winged Black Tit.

Parus nuchalis, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. 8. xiii, p. 131 (1844) ; id. lU.
Ind. Orn. pi. 46 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 279 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli,

pt. ii, p. 246 ; Adam, 8. F. i, p. 885 • Butler §• Hume, 8. F. iii,

p. 492 ; Butler, 8. F. v, p. 221 ; Hvme, Cat. no. 646 ; Gadmv, Cat.
B. M. viii, p. 38 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 248.

Nalla patsa jitta, Tel.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, lores, sides

of the crown, chin, throat, centre of breast, and a broad ventral
band black ; a large nape-patch, the cheeks, ear-coverts, and those
parts of the lower plumage not already mentioned white ; the
under tail-coverts streaked with black ; quills with the outer webs
white at base and a partial narrow edging of white elsewhere

;

the later secondaries broadly edged with white, and the last tertiary

or two entirely white ; the two outer tail-feathers white, the next
with the outer web white, the inner web black with a white tip, the
other feathers black with white tips. The amount of white on the

tail is liable to variation.

Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and feet slaty-plumbeous
(Butler).

Length about 5-5; tail 2-1; wing 2-6; tarsus "7; biU from gape '45.

Distribution. Prom the country round the S^mbhar Lake through
Ajmere to Deesa and on to Cutch. Jerdon, however, procured it

in quite another part of India, namely lihe Eastern Qhits west of

Nellore, and he states that Dr. Stewart obtained it near Bangalore.

I have not been able to examine any specimen from these southern

localities. The southern birds may probably, as Hume opines,

prove to be distinct from the northern. As at present known the

distribution of this bird is most extraordinary. A specimen in the

British Museum is marked Bhutan

!

34. Farns monticola. The Green-lacked Tit,

Parus monticolus, Vig. P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 22 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 29, fig. 2

;

Blyth, Cat. p. 103 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 369 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 277

;

Hume ^ Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 229 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 404

;

id. Cat. no. 644 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 323 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii,

p. 20 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 254 ; Gates in Hume's N. §• E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 35.

Sardk-chak-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Cheeks and ear-coverts white ; the whole head, nape,

breast, and a broad band down the middle of the abdomen black

;

a whitish patch on the nape ; back and scapulars greenish yellow ;

TOL. I. E
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rump slaty ; upper tail-coverts black ; tail black, the outer webs

suffused with blue, all the feathers tipped with white, the -outer

web of the outermost pair of feathers entirely white ; lesser wing-

coverts black, edged with slaty ; the other coverts and the wiuglet

black, edged with blue and tipped with white, forming two wing-

bars ; the earlier primaries edged with white at base and below the

emarginations ; the others, with the secondaries, edged with blue

and tipped with white ; tertiaries black, edged and« tipped with

white ; abdomen, sides of breast, and axillaries deep yellow ; under

tail-coverts black tipped with white.

The young are very similar to the adult.

Bill black; iris brown; legs dark plumbeous ; cl&ws dusky (Scully).

Length about 5 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2-7 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape -5.

This Tit is of the same type of plumage as P. major of Europe
and Northern Asia, but is more brightly coloured, has two wing-

bars and more white on the tertiaries.

• Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhu-
tan. P. monticola also occurs in the Khasi and Naga Hills, and
Hume obtained it at Matchi on the Eastern Hills of Manipur.
It appears to be found chiefly from 4000 to 8000 feet of elevation.

Habits, Sfo. This species breeds from March to June, constructing

a loose nest of moss and feathers in a hole of a tree, wall, or bank.
It lays five to eight eggs, which are very similar to those of P. atriceps

in colour, and measure "72 by "52.

Genus JEGITHALISCUS, Cab., 1850.

Similar to Parus but with a more graduated tail and the feathers
of the crown longer and more copious ; no ventral band ; of dimi-
nutive size.

Key to the Sjpedes.

a. Chin white ; throat black.

a'. Eyehrow pure white JE. erythrocepliahts, p. 50.
h'. Eyebrow black, streaked with white . . Ai. Tnanipurensis, p. 51.

h. Chin and throat black yE. leucogem/s, p. 51.
c. Chin and throat white JE. niveigulmis, p. 52.
d. Chin and throat silvery white JE. ioschistvs, p. 52.

35. aigithaliscus erythrocephalus. The Red-headed Tit.

Parus erythrocephalus, Fiff. P. Z. 8. 1881, p. 28 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 80,
fig. 1.

./Eoithaliscus erythrocephalus ( Vig.), Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 270 ; ITume
N. (§• E. p. 401 ; id. Cat. no. 634 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 322 : Oates
in Ifvmis N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 36.

Orites erythrocephalus (F!<7.),£/!yi;/j, Cot. p. 104; Hoi-sf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 374.

Acredula erytbrocephaJa
( Vig.), Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 66.

Pyiong-samyi, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut ; a broad eve-
brow from the eye to the nape white ; lores, round the eye, ear-
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coverts, a band under the eyebrow and a large round patch on the
throat black ; chin and a moustachial streak white ; remainder of
the lower plumage ferruginous, with a paler band across the breast
next to the black of the throat; upper plumage and wing-coverts
bluish grey ; primary wing-coverts and winglet dark brown ; quills

brown, narrowly edged with bluish grey; tail dark brown suffused
with bluish grey, the outer web of the outermost feather white, the
inner tipped white ; the next two feathers tipped with white.

Bill black ; gape fleshy ; iris pale yellow or yellowish creamy

;

feet buffy yellow ; claws livid (Scully).

Length about 4-2
; tail 2; wing 2 ; tarsus -6 ; billfromgape -35.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Haz^ra to Bhutan,
generally at elevations of from 6000 to 10,000 feet. South of
the Bramaputra Eiver this species is replaced by -the next.

Habits, J-c. Breeds from March to May, constructing a roundish
ball of a nest of moss, lichen, and roots in the branch of an oak
or, a deodar and. occasionally in tufts of grass and low bushes.
The eggs, four to eight in number, are pinkish, dotted with reddish
in a zone round the larger end ; they measure "56 by "45.

36. .ffigithaliscus manipurensis. Hume's Bed-headed Tit.

j^githaliscus erythrooephalus ( Vig.), Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii,

pt. ii,p. 169 ; 'Wald. inBlyth's Birds Burm. p. 112; Hume Sf Dav.
8. F. vi, p. 876

J
Dates, B. B. i, p. 127.

.iEgithaliscus manipurensis, Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 254 (1888).

Coloration. Eesembles .^. erythrocephalus. Differs ^n having the

eyebrow black, streaked with white ; the pectoral band, next the

black throat, very white and distinct ; and the lower plumage chest-

nut, the portion next the pectoral band being a brighter chestnut.

The male has the legs and feet warm reddish-mahogany brown

;

claws darker ; bill black ; iris bright yellowish white. The female

has the legs and feet very pale orange-brown ; bill black ; iris

creamy-white. (Hume.)
Length about 4-2

; tail 2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -35 ; bill from gape -3.

Distribution. Shillong ; the Ndga Hills ; the Limatol range in

the western hills of Manipur ; Karennee at 3000 feet.

37. .ffigitlialiscTis leucogenys. The White-cheeked Tit.

Orites leucogenys, Moore, P. Z. 8. 1864, p. 1S9 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

p. 374.

.iEgithaliscus leiicogenys (Moore), Hume, Cat. no. 634 bis ; Bid-

duVph, Ibis, 1881, p. 71, 1882, p. 281 ; Sadly, ZAjs, 1881, p. 667.

Acredula leucogenys (Moore), Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 69.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape pale reddish brown ; lores,

a very broad band through the eye to the nape, chin and throat

black ; cheeks and ear-coverts white ; upper plumage, a band over

the ear-coverts, wing-coverts, and the edges of the wing-feathers

olive-grey ; winglet and primary-coverts, dark brown ; tail brown,
b2
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the outermost feather with the outer web white and the inner

tipped white, the next feather obliquely, and the next very

narrowly tipped white ; lower plumage reddish fawn, the portion

immediately next the black throat deep rusty red.

Bill black ; iris pale creamy or white ; feet pale orange j claws

dusky or brown (Scully).

Length about 5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus '65 ; biU from
gape -35.

The young have the black chin and throat of the adult faintly

indicated and the colours duller.

Distribution. Confined apparently to the north-west portion of

Kashmir. Biddulph obtained this bird about fifteen miles above
Gilgit, and Scully states that it is a permanent resident along the

course of the main valley above Gilgit from Bargo to Singal at

elevations from 5500 to 7000 feet. It extends into the adjoining

parts of Afghanistan.

38. .ffigifhaliscus niveigularis. The White-throated Tit.

Orites niveogularis, Oould, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 140.
.(Egithaliscus niveogularis (Oould), Jerd. B. I. li, p. 272 ; Hume,

Cat. no. 636.

Acredula niveogularis (Gould), Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 58.

Coloration. Forehead and front of crown, cheeks, chin, throat,

and sides of neck white ; lores and a very broad eye-band black,
the two bands partially blending on the nape ; ear-coverts hair-

brown slightly streaked with whitish ; hind crown and nape bufEy
brown ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, and edges of the wing-feathers
ashy grey, all but the latter tinged with isabeUine ; tail brown, the
outermost feather with the outer web white, the next two white
along the shaft and at the tip ; lower plumage pinkish bufE, divided
from the white of the throat by a broad brown band.
The young have the chin and throat pinkish ; otherwise they

resemble the adult.

Bill in the dry state black ; legs reddish brown.
Length about 4-3

; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus -7 ; biU from
gape -4.

Distribution. I have examined specimens obtained at Simla ; at
Gulmurg in Kashmir ; and at another place in the same State at
10,000 feet of elevation, but with no precise locality. The species
is also contained in the Pinwill Collection from the N.W. Hima-
layas. I can find no information about the distribution of this
rare bird beyond what the above-noted specimens afford. Gould
received it from N. India.

39. .ffigithaliscus ioscMstus. The Rufous-fronted Tit.

Parus iouschiatos, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, n 943 d
Blyth, Cat. p. 104.

'' ' , e *^ (i

Orites (?) jouschistos (Hodgs), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 875.
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^githaliscus iouschistos (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 271 ; Blanf. J. A.
S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 68 ; Hume, Cat. no. 635.

Acredula jouschistos (Sodgs.), Qadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 58.

Coloration. Porehead, a broad band on the middle of the head,
the sides of the neck, and a broad collar on the upper back fawn-
colour ; lores, under the eye, and a broad band on the side of the
crown extending to the upper back and there blending with tlie

band on the other side, black ; ear-coverts blackish in front, rufous
behind ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, and the edges to the wings
and tail ashy olive ; primary-coverts and winglet dark brown ; tail

brown, the outer web of the outermost feather white, the next two
with some white at the tip ; chin and throat silvery white with
the black bases of the feathers shov^•ing through, the chin and a
stripe under the cheek blacker than the other parts ; cheeks and
entire lower plumage dark ferruginous.

The young have the lower plumage pale rufous, and the black

and silvery feathers on the chin and throat are absent.

BiU black ; legs yellow-brown ; iris brown (Jerdon) ; iris yellow
(Blanf.).

Length about 4 ; tail 2 ; wing 2'2 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from gape
•35.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan. Blanford remarks
that it is probably found only in pine-forests. He observed it in

Sikhim at elevations of 9000 and 10,000 feet.

Genus SYLVIPAETJS, Burton, 1835.

Eesembles Parus, but has a proportionately smaller bill and
a square or slightly-forked tail ; plumage greenish ; no ventral

band.

40. Sylviparus modestns. The Yellow-browed Tit.

Sylviparus modestus, Burton, P. Z. S. 1835, p. 164; Blyth, Cat.^p. 104;

Horsf. 8r M. Cat. i, p. 373 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 267 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8.

B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 61 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169

;

Hume, Cat. no. 632 ; ScuUi/, S. F. viii, p. 322 ; Marsh. Ibis, 1884,

p. 418; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 253.

Parus seriophrys, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 942 (1844).

Parus modestus (Burt.), Oadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 33.

The Yellow-browed Flower^echer, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage, sides of neck, and the wings and

tail olive-green, the feathers of the crown centred with brown;

sides of the head yellowish green slightly mottled with brown ; a

ring of feathers round the eye and a short eyebrow yellow : lower

plumage yellow tinged with ochraceous ; edge of wing and the

under wing-coverts bright yellow.

Bill dark plumbeous, palest along the commissure and at base of

the lower mandible ; legs and feet plumbeous ; iris very dark

brown (Davison).
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Length about 4 ; tail 1"4 ; wing 2'4 ; tarsus "6 ; bill from gape '4.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to

Bhutan. Stoliczka observed this Tit about Panji and Ohini in the

Sutlej Valley in summer, and subsequently at Leh on the Indus in

Kashmir. Marshall notes it from Chamba. Seully states that it

is .common on the hills round the valley of Nepal at 6000 to 8000
feet. It is found in Sikhim and also in Bhutan. Crossing the

Bramaputra Eiver we find it recorded by Godwin-Austen from the

Eastern Barail range just under the peaks of Japvo and Khunho.
Jerdon states that this bird extends to the plains and that he

procured it at Ajanta at the edge of the hills south of Khandesh.
I have not been able to find any other locality in the plains from
which it has been obtained.

Genus MACHLOLOPHUS, Cab., 1850.

Similar to Parus, but with a long pointed crest ; a broad ventral
band.

Key to the Swedes.

a. Forehead bright yellow M. spilonotus, p. 54.
b. Forehead black.

a'. Of smaller size ; tips of wing;-coverts

yellow M. x-antJiogenys, p. 55.
v. Of larger size ; tips of wing-coverta white. M. liaplonotus, p. 56.

41. Machlolophus spilonotus. The Black-spotted Yellow Tit.

Parus spilonotus, Bli/th, Cat. p. 103 (1849) ; Sorsf. & M. Cat i,

p. 371 ; Oadoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 26.

Machlolophus spilonotus (Bl.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 281 ; WaU. in Bl.
Birds Burm. p. 112 ; Sume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 377; Sume, Cat
no. 649; Oates, B. B. i,p. 128; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 255; Gates in
Hume's N. 4; F. 2nd ed. i, p. 37.

Parus subviridis, Tick, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 267 (1855) ; Blvth
^ Wald. Birds Burm. -p. 112.

Muchetink-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, lores, a broad supercilium, a nape-patch,
sides of the head and neck bright yellow ; crown, crest, a streak
behind the eye, a patch on either side the nape, chin, throat, and a
broad mesial band down to the vent black ; the longer feathers of
the crest tipped with yellow ; sides of the breast yellow ; remainder
of the lower plumage olive-yellow, purer next the black band

;

under tail-coverts mingled grey and white ; under wing-coverts
and axillaries yellowish white ; back and scapulars yellow, each
feather laterally margined with black ; rump yellowish green

;

upper tail-coverts deep bluish grey ; tail black, broadly edged with
bluish grey and tipped white, the outer web of the outermost
feather entirely white; lesser wing-coverts black, tipped with
bluish grey

; median and greater coverts and tertiaries black with
broad white tips

; primaries white at base, the outer ones edged
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with white, the others and the secondaries edged with bluish grey
and the latter narrowly tipped white.

The young at first want the black margins to the feathers of the

back, and the throat, breast, and ventral baud are greenish.

Legs and feet deep plumbeous blue, the claws similar ; gape
white ; bill black ; iris deep brown {Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 3-1 ; tarsus -8 ; biU from
gape -5.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Assam at elevations of from
3000 feet to 6000 ft. or more. Also the Khasi Hills, Mauipur,
Karennee, and Muleyit Mountain in Tenasserim.

Habits, Sfc. Maridelli found the nest at Lebong in Sikhim on the

15th June in a hole in a dead tree close to the ground. The nest

was composed of fur, fern-stems, and moss, and contained three eggs,

one of which only appears to have been preserved. It was white,

marked, spotted, and speckled with pale reddish brown and with

underlying spots of pale purple, and measured "78 by "55.

42. MachlolophTis xanthogenys. The Yellowcheelced Tit.

Parus xanthogenys, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 23; Gould, Cent. pi. 29,

fig. 1; Blyth, Cat. p. 103 (part.) ; Horsf. f M. Cat. i, p. 371
;

Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 24.

Machlolophus xanthogenys
( Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 279 ; StoUczka,

J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 52 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 167; Hume, N. ^ JE. p. 407 ; Broohs, 8. F. iii, p. 2S3; Hume,
8. F. iii, p. 492 ; Hume, Cat. no. 647 ; ? Swinhoe ^ Barnes, Ibis,

1885, p. 127 ; ? Barms, Juurn. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 62; ? LMedale,
Journ. Bom. Nl H. Sac. i, p. 109 : ?Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 249

;

Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 38.

Coloration. Lores, forehead, crown, crest, sides of the nape, a

bar on the side of the neck, a broad streak behind the eye, chin,

throat, centre of the breast, and a broad band down the middle of

the abdomen black, the longer feathers of the crest tipped yellow

;

a distinct supercilium over the eye and ear-coverts, a nape-patch,

the cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of the breast and of the upper abdo-

men bright .yellow ; remainder of the lower surface olive-yellow
;

under tail-coverts white; back and rump olive-green; upper tail-

coverts slaty ; scapulars and lesser wing-coverts black, broadly edged

with olive-green; the other coverts black tipped with yellow;

primary-coverts dark brown; primaries white at base, and the

outer ones edged with white below the emarginations ; secondaries

edged with bluish and tipped with white ; tertiaries broadly tipped

with white ; tail dark brown, suffused with ashy blue on the outer

webs, all the feathers tipped white, and the outer web of the outer-

most pair entirely white.

Bill black ; legs, feet, and claws lavender-blue ; iris very dark

browu {Davison).

Length about 5-5
; tail 2-3; wing 2-8; tarsus -7; bill from gape

•55.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Murree to Eastern
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Nepal at elevatLons of from 4000 to 7000 ffc. This Tit is stated to

occur also at various localities ia the plains ; at Ddngarpur in Mey-
war and Jh^lod in the Panch Mahals by Littledale ; at Neemuch by
Barnes ; and at Mhow in Central India by Swinhoe and Barnes.

There is no doubt, however, that some mistake has been made
about its occurrence in these places, M. haplonolws having been
confounded with it. A specimen procured by Swinhoe at Mhow
and now in the British Museum, labelled M. xanthogenys, is un-
mistakably M. haplonotus with pure white tips to the wing-coverts.

Habits, ^e. Breeds in April and May, constructing a pad-like

nest of hair and fur in holes in trees and walls. It lays either four
or five eggs, which are white or reddish white, speckled and spotted
with brick-dust red. They measure "74 by' -54.*

43. Machlolophus haplonotus. The Southern Yellow Tit.

Parus aplonotus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 444 (1847) ; Gadow, Cat. B.
M. viii, p. 25i

Parus jerdoni, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxv, p. 445 (1856).
Machlolophua jordoni (Bl.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 280 ; Hume, S. F. iii,

p. 492.

Machlolophus aplonotus (Bl.), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 405 ; id. Cat. no.
648; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 249; Dates in Hume's N. & E
2nd ed. i, p. 39.

Coloration. Eesembles M. xanthogenys. Differs in being larger
in all its dimensions

;
in having the wing-coverts tipped with white

instead of yellow ; and in having the green and yellow portions of
the plumage dull instead of bright. The second character is the
most trustworthy. In addition to the above there is another
character which is more or less constant : in M. haplonotus the eye-
brow extends over the ear-coverts only, and not over the eye.
The young have the throat, breast, and ventral band greenish

brown, and the crown of the same colour as the b.ick with brown
shaft-streaks.

Iris deep brown; legs and feet bluish lead-colour; bill black
{Butler).

Length about 6 ;
tail 2-4 ; wing .3 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from gape -6.

Distribution. Throughout the peninsula of India south of a line
drawn from Abu to Pareshnath in Behar, up to elevations of 6000
feet or so. The species does not appear to be found west of Abu
nor east of Pareshnath.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to September, making a small nest
of moss and hair in holes of trees and laying five eggs, which are
white spotted all over with red ; the dimensions of the eggs are not
recorded.

* Pakus GEippiTHir, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 445, described from a drawing
has never yet been identified. Its origin is so obscure and it.s existence ao
doubtful that it may well be omitted from this work. Its desbription ia repro-
duced in ' Stray Feathers,' toI. vii, p. 445.
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Genus LOPHOPHANES, Kaup, 1829.

Similar to Parus, but crested and with the tail square or slightly-

forked ; no ventral band. Prom MacMolophus the present genus
is disbinguished by the square or slightly forked tail and by the
absence of a ventral band.

Key to the Species.

'a. With a double row of spots on the wing-
coverts.

a'. Abdomen iron-grey L. melanohphus, p. 57.

v. Abdomen ferruginous L. cBmodius, p. 58.

6. With no spots on the wing-coverts,

c'. Ohin and throat black or blackish.

a". Breast and abdomen ferruginous. ... L. i-vMdiventris, p. 58.
6". Breast black, abdomen ashy olive . . L. ruflnitchalis, p. 58.

c". Upper breast only black, lower breast

and abdomen ashy olive L. heavani, p. 69.

d . Chin and throat fulvous-grey L. diohrous, p. 59.

44. Lophophanes melanolophus. Tlie Crested Black Tit.

Parus melanolophus, Vigors, P. Z. S, 1831, p. 23 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 30,
fig. 2 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 104 ;, Jllorsf. Sr M. Cat. p. 872 ; Biddidph, Ibis,

1881, p. 72 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 568 ; Gadow, Cat. B. -M. viii,

p. 28.

Lophophanes melanolophus
( Vig^, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 273 ; Hume, N.

4- -E p. 403 ; Brooha, S. F. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, Cat. no. 638 ; Wardlaw
Mamsay, Ibis, 1880, p. 61 ; Oates in Hwme's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 40.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, chin, throat,

and breast deep black ; a large patch on the nape white ; the ear-

coverts, extending down the sides of the neck, the cheeks, and
under the eye white ; upper plumage iron-grey, the exposed parts

of the wings and tail paler ; the middle and lower series of the
wing-coverts, the tertiaries, and some of the secondaries tipped

with white, the tips of the coverts more or less tinged with rufous
;

lower plumage from the breast downwards iron-grey, the under
wing-coverts, axillaries, and a portion of the sides of the body
chestnut ; under tail-coverts chiefly chestnut.

The young have the head brown ; the upper plumage greyish

brown ; the wing-spots very rufous ; the chin, throat, aiid breast

brown ; the remainder of the lower plumage fulvpus-brown with

the axillaries pale chestnut.

Bill black ; legs, feet, and claws dark bluish grey ; iris brown
(Davison).

Length about 4'3 ; tail 1-7 ; wing 2-5
;
tarsus "6 ; bill from gape "4.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Kumaon to Murree and
Grilgit at elevations of from 6000 to 12,000 feet, extending into

Afghanistan.

Habits, 4-0. Breeds at 6000 to 8000 feet from March to June,

constructing a nest of fur and wool, resting on a foundation of moss,

in a hole in a tree, wall, or rock. The eggs, six to eight in number,

are pinkish white, blotched and spotted with bright brownish red ;

they measure about -61 by '47.
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45. Lophophanes semodius. The Himalayan Cole-Tit

Parus semodius, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 943 (1844) ; Jei-d.

B. I. ii, p. 276 ; Gadov), Cat. B. M. yiii, p. 41.

Lophophanea aemodius {Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii. p. 67

;

Mume, Cat. no. 642.

Lophophanea humii, Brooks, J. A. S. B. xlii, p. 57 (1873).

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, lores, sides of the head and.

nape, chin, throat, and sides of the neck black; cheeks," ear-coverts,

and a nape-patch white ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings

and tail bluish ashy ; the riimp tinged with ferruginous, the median
and greater coverts tipped with white, forming two wing-bars, the

tertiaries and later secondaries minutely tipped with white ; lower

plumage, axillaries, and under wing-coverts ferruginous.

Iris dark brown ; legs leaden-grey ; bill black (BlanfoM).
Length about 4-2; tail 1'7; wing 2-4; tarsus "65; bill from

gape -4.

Distribution. Sikhim and Nepal, from which latter State there

are some of Hodgson's specimens in the British Museum. It is

apparently found at high elevations only.

46. Lophophanes rubidiventris. The Bufous-bellied Crested Tit.

Parus rubidiventris, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. ivi, p. 445 (1847) ; id. Cat.

p. 104; Horif. 4- M. Cat. i, p. 372 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 30.

Lophophanes rubidiventris {Blyth), Jerd. B, I. ii, p. 274 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 639.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, lores, chin, and
throat dark brown or blackish, but never the deep black of L. nielano-

lophus, L. rufinuchalis, and L. beavfini; cheeks, ear-coverts, the sides

of the neck, and a large nuchal spot white ; upper plumage olive-

brown ; the wings and tail brown with bluish-ashy edges, and the
upper tail-coverts tipped with fulvous ; lower plumage and under
wing-coverts ferruginous.

In the dry state the bill is black and the legs dark brown.
Length about 4"5 ; tail 1-9 ; wing 2-5; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape -5.

Distribution. Nepal, where procured by Hodgson. In the Pin-
will Collection there are specimens from the N-W. Himalayas,
which locality probably refers to .Kumaon.

47. Lophophanes rufinuchalis. The Simla Black Tit.

Parus rufonuchalis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xviii, p. 810 (1849) : Bluth
Cai.p.108; Biddulph, Ibis, \m\,v.Ti; <Scm%, JWs, 1881, n. 568

'

Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 29. '
>
i-

.

Lophophanes rufonuchalis (Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 274 ; Hume ^
Menders. Lah. to Yarh. p. 229 ; Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, Cat.
no. 640 1 Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1880, p. 62 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1882",

p. 281 ; Gates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 42.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, base of bill,

chin, throat, breast, and upper part of the abdomen, produced on
to the lower part of the abdomen as a broad band, black ; a large
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spot on the nape white, tinged with ferruginous posteriorly ; wings
and tail bluish ashy ; under the eye, ear-coverts, and a baud down
the neck white; back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts

olive-green ; lower abdomen and sides of body ashy olive ; under
tail-coverts and axillaries chestnut ; under wing-coverts pale fulvous.

The young are dark brown where the adult is black and the

axillaries and under tail-coverts are paler rufous.

Legs, feet, and bill black; iris browu {G. Henderson).

Length about 5 ; tail 2'2; wing 3 ; tarsus '75 ; bill from gape "55.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Gurwhal to G-ilgit, at eleva-

tions of from 7000 to 10,000 or 12,000 feet, occasionally in winter

descending to 5000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Brooks found the nest containing newly-hatched
young near Derail in the valley of the Bhagirati river under a large

stone in the middle of May. This Tit also breeds in the pine-forests

of Gilgit.

48. Lophophanes beavani. The SiJchim Gole-Tit.

Lophophanes beavani, Blyth, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 275 (1863) ; Blanf. J.

A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 57 ; id. S. F. viii, p. 183 ; Hume, Cat. no. 641

;

id. S. F. viii, p. 189.

Parus atkinsoni, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 276 (1863) ; Hume, Cat. no. 643.

Parus beavani (BL), Gadoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 29.

The Sikhim Cole-Tit ; the Sikhim Black Tit, Jerd. ; Lho Tasso, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, chin, throat,

and upper breast deep black ; ear-coverts, the sides of the neck, and
under the eye white tinged with fulvous ; a large nape-spot white

;

upper plumage and wing-coverts iron-grey ; the wings and tail

narrowly edged with paler grey ; lower plumage ashy olive, tinged

more strongly with ashy near the margin of the breast ; axillaries,

under wing- and tail-coverts chestnut.

The young have the black of the adult replaced by dark brown

;

the upper plumage is brown and the lower tinged with fulvous.

Iris brown ; legs leaden grey ; bill black {Blanford).

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1-9 ; wing 2-4 to 2-8 ; tarsus -75 ; bill

from gape -5.

Distribution. Sikhim at considerable elevations. Also Nepal,

where both Hodgson and Mandelli procured this species.

49. Lophophanes dichrous. The Brown Grested Tit.

Parus dichrous, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 943 (1844) ; Blyth,

Cat. p. 104; Horsf. 8( M. Cut. i, p. 372 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii,

p. 33.

Lophophanes dichrous (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 273 ; Blanf. J. A.
8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 56 ; Hume, Cat. no. 637.

Coloration. Upper plumage brownish grey ; the wings very

narrowly margined with hoary grey ; forehead and sides of the

head pale fulvous mottled with brown ; a half-collar round the

hind neck, interrupted at the nape, cream-colour ; chin and throat

fulvous grey ; lower plumage ochraeeous.
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Bill dusky bluish ; feet plumbeous ; iris brick-red (Jerdon).

Length about 4-5; tail 1-9; wing 2-7; tarsus -75; bill from

gape "45.

Bistribviion. The Himalayas from Sibhim to Dharmsala. I have

seen no specimen from any plp,ce north of this latter and can find

no grounds for believing that the species occurs in Kashmir as

suggested by Jerdon on the evidence afforded by Adams. Blanford

found it in Sikhim at elevations of from 8000 to 13,000 feet. It

extends into the mountainous parts of China.

Subfamily PARADOXOENITHIN^.
The Crow-Tits have undoubted close affinities with the Tits and

through them with the Crovys, but they form a very isolated group

in some respects, all of them being restricted to the mountains

and hills of Northern and Eastern India and some of the mountain-

ranges of China.

The position of these birds has been much disputed, but looking

to the facts that they have ten primaries, that the young are iden-

tical in plumage with the adult, and that the nostrils are completely

hidden by stiff bristles, their location with the Crows and Tits seems

the proper course to adopt.

The three species regarding the nidification of which anything

is known construct cup-shaped nests in trees and lay eggs which

are marked with yellowish brown and purple.

The plumage of aUthe species is copious and soft, and they have

a very ample crest, not of great length, but very thick. With one
exception the bills of all the genera are extremely deep, the depth

being greater than the length of the bill. The culmen is very

rounded transversely, and the margins of the mandibles in most of

the species are curiously sinuated.

Their food, judging from what Mr. Gammie tells us, is not grain

and seeds but insects, and consequently there is nothing anomalous
in their habits in this respect as was at one time thought to be the

case.

Key to the Oenera.

a. Tail longer than wing.
«'. Tail less graduated ; the outermost pair of

feathers fully three quarters length of tail. Conostoma, p. 60.

v. Tail more graduated ; the outermost pair

of feathers not exceeding two thirds

length of tail.

«". Height of hill greater than its length

;

commissure with deep sigmoid curve . . Pabadoxohnis, p. 61.

h" . Height of hill not greater than its

length ; commissure with a slight sig-

moid curve StTTHOKA, p. 63.

S. Tail equal to or shorter than wing Scjeobhynchus, p. 68.

Genus CONOSTOMA, Hodgs., 1841.

The genus Conostoma contains only one species, the largest
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member of the subfamily. It is characterized by a tail longer than
the wing, and the tail-feathers are considerably less graduated than
in the next two genera. It is found at very high elevations.

Pig. 21.—Head of C. Imodium,.

50. Conostoma semodium. The Bed-Ulled Orow-Tit.

Conostoma aemodius, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. x, p. 857, pi. (1841) ; Blylh,
Cat. p. 101.

Conostoma semodium, Hodgs., Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,pp. 21-3, 377 ; Jerd.
B. I. ii, p. 10 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 46 ; Bume, N. Ij-K
p. 237 ; id. Cat. no. 881 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 485 ; Oates in
Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 42.

The Bed-billed Jay-Thrush, Jerd. ; Lho-rannio-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Lores and feathers in front of the eyes dark brown

;

forehead greyish white ; upper plumage olive-brown with a rufous
tinge ; outer edges of primaries ashy, of the secondaries rufous,

and the tertiaries, with the tips of the secondaries, ashy ; tail ashy
grey, more or less washed with rufous along the middle of the
feathers ; chin, throat, and sides of head brown, with a vinous
tinge, becoming paler on the rest of the lower plumage.

Bill dull orange ; legs slaty grey ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 12; tail 5-5; wing 5-2; tarsus 1-5; bill from
gape 1.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim, apparently at very high eleva-

tions. Blanford met with it at 11,000 feet on the Chola range,

and the nest has been found on two occasions at 10,000 feet in

Sikhim. This bird extends to the high mountains on the frontier

of China and Tibet.

Habits, Sfc. Constructs a hemispherical nest of stems and blades

of grass and bamboo-leaves on a branch of a bamboo in May. The
eggs, probably three in number, are dull white, blotched and streaked

with yellowish brown and spotted about the larger end with inky

purple ; size I'll by -8.

Genus PAEADOXORNIS, Gould, 1836.

The genus Paradoxornis, as I restrict it, contains two species

found in India. It differs from the last genus by its more graduated
tail and by its very deep bill. Very little is known of the habits

and nothing whatever of the mode of nidification of either spebies.
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Jerdon remarks of P. flavirostris that he procured it in a pine

wood and that it 'had partaken of seeds. It does not, however,

appear to be the usual habit of these birds to eat seeds or to be

found in forests.

Key to the Species.

a. Throat barred with black and white, bordered

below by a hlaek band , P. Jlavir^ris, p. 63.

h. Throat pale fulvous, with a few delicate arrow-

head-shaped marks and no band below .... P. gidtaticoUis, p, 62.

51. Faradozornis flavirostris. The Yellow-hilled Crow-Tit.

Paradoxornis flavirostris, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 17 ; Sorsf. ^ M.
Cat. i, p. 376 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 4 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,

pt. ii, p. 268, xlv, pt. ii, p. 72 ;
Hume, S. F. ii. p. 467, v, p. SO ; Cat.

no. 373 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 496 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 134.

BathyrhynchuB brevirostris, McCleU. Ind. Bev. 1838, p. 513, fig.

The Yellow-billed Finch-Thrush, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crest, nape, sides of neck, and hinder part

of ear-coverts dull chestnut ; lores black ; feathers round the eye

and a patch under it white, the bases of the feathers more or less

black ; anterior two thirds of ear-coverts and the point of the chin

black ; cheeks and chin white barred with black ; throat black ;

Fig. 22.—Head of P. flavirostris.

upper plumage fulvons-browu, rufous on the tail and visible por-

tions of wings ; lower plumage fulvous.

Bill bright yellow ; legs plumbeous ; iris red-brown (Jerdon).

Length about 7*5 ; tail 4-2 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from
gape -6.

Distribution. Distributed throughout the Terais of Nepal, Sikhim,

and Bhutan, and ranging as far as Dibrugarh in Assam. Found
also in the Khasi hUls, Sylhet and Cachar in suitable localities,

which appear to be thickets of reeds,

62. Paradoxornis guttaticoUis, Austen's Crow-Tit.

Paradoxornis guttaticoUis, A. David, N. Arch. Mus. vii, Bull. p. 14
(1871) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 497.
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Paradoxomis austeiii, Guuld, B. As. pt. xxiv, pi. 73 (1874) ; Godw.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 159 ; Hume; S. F. iii, p. 892

;

Cat. no. 373 bis.

Coloration. Eesembles P. flavirostris. Differs in having the
cheeks, chin, throat, and upper part of breast pale fiilvoiis-white,

with numerous -delicate arrovvliead-shaped marks of black, and
the remainder of the lower plumage of the same colour but with-
out the marks ; the head and crest of a paler chestnut ; the bill of

about half the size and the legs much feebler.

Bill yellow; iris brown or hazel; legs and claws green {Goclc-

biirn).

Length about 7-5 ; tail 4 ; wing 3-2
; tarsus 1-05 ; bill from

gape '5.

Distribution. Occurs in Sylhet, and on the Khasi and Nilga Hills,

in which last locality Godwin-Austen obtained this species at

6000 feet elevation. It extends into Western China.

Genus SUTHORA, Hodgs., 1838.

The genus Suthora contains seven Indian birds which with one
exception are of very small size. Jerdon and others have assigned

these seven birds to three genera, Heteromorpha, Ghhuasicus and
Suthora. .1 consider them absolutely congeneric and have failed

to find a single structural character by which to separate tliem.

This genus differs from the last in its relatively smaller bill

(which is also of less depth as compared with its length) and in

the commissure being much less curved. From the next genus it

may be separated by its much longer tail.

Many of these birds are very prettily coloured, and they appear

to resemble the Tits in their habits, feeding on insects, for wliich

they search the branches and leaves of trees. Nothing whatever is

known about their nidiflcation.

Key to the Species.

. A -well-defined large black or brov/n super-

cilium.

a' Upper plumage olive-brown S. unicolor, p. 64.

6'. Upper plumage orange-brown.

a . Ear-coverts orange-brown S. humii, p. 64.

h . Ear-coverts slaty-blue.

a'"- Lower plumage orange-fulvous . . S. nepalensis, p. C5.

b'". Lower plumage bluish-grey S. poUotis, p. 65.

,
Supercilium very small or absent.

c'. Wings edged with bright chestnut S.fulvifrom, p. 66.

d'. Wings edged with colour of back.

c". No supercilium whatever S. nificeps, p. 67.

d". A short black supercilium 8. atrisuperdliark, p. 67.
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53. Suthora imicolor. The Brown Crow-Tit.

Heteromorpha unicolor, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xii, p. 448 (] 843") ; Jerd. B.

I. ii, p. 6 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 46 ; Hume, Cat. no. 376.

Paradoxornis unicolor (Hodgs.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 376.

Suthora unicolor {Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. yii, p. 493.

The Brown Finch-Thi-ush, Jerd. ; Lho^amnio-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead and crest brown tinged with rafous ; lores

and a superciUum reaching to the nape black ; chin and sides of

head vinous-brown ; throat and sides of neck greyish brown ;

upper plumage olive-brown, strongly tinged with rufous on tail and
visible portions of wings ; breast and lower plumage dull fulvous.

Fig. 23.—Head of S. unicolor.

Iris hoary grey ; legs and feet greenish grey ; bill fleshy

yellowish (Hume, MS.).

Bill orange-yellow ; legs slaty grey ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 8; tail 4'2 ; wing 3'3 ; tarsus 1'2; bill from
gape '6.

Distribution. The higher regions of Nepal and Sikhim. Jerdon
met with this species near Darjiling at 10,000 feet, and Blanford

in the Lachung Valley between 7000 and 8000 feet of elevation.

It extends to the mountains which lie between China and Tibet.

64. Suthora humii. TJi^e Black-fronted Crow-Tit.

Suthora nipalensis, Hodgs. apud Blyth, Cat. p. 102 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 8 ; Hume, Cat. no. 378.

Suthora poliotis, Blyth, apud Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 379.

Suthora humii, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 487 (1883).

The Black-fronted Tit-Thrush, Jerd. ; Suthora, Nepal.

Coloration. Torehead, crown, ear-coverts, back, wing-coverts, and
rump orange-brown ; upper tail-coverts orange-red; tail orange

-

rufous, broadly terminated with black ; primary-coverts black
;

quills bright orange-red at base, the earlier primaries white exter-

nally, the others black with some white near the tips ; secondaries

margined with orange on the outer webs and tipped white ; a broad
supercilium from the bill to the nape black ; lores, cheeks, above
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and below the eye and a small indistinct eyebrow white ; sides ol
the^ neck slaty-blue ; chin and upper throat black margined with
white J lower throat, breast, and centre of abdomen white ; sides
of body, vent, and under tail-coverts orange-fulvous.
Length about 4-5; tail 2-4; wing 1-9; tarsus -65; bill from

gape -3.

This is the bird described by Jerdon under the name of S.
nipahnsis, Hodgs., " with ear-coverts fulvous." It is, however, a
very different bird to true S. nepalensis described below. The
present species was known to Hodgson and was figured by him
from Darjiling specimens. He appears, however, to have re-

garded it as identical with S. poliotii, a species described by Blyth
a short time previously from Cherra Poonjee, and he consequently
published no description of it, merely writing under the drawing
Temnoris v. Suihora pictifroiis. As this name was never published,

Sharpe has very properly renamed the bird in his ' Catalogue.'

Distribution. Sikhim, where this species appears to be common
at and above Darjiling.

55. Suthora nepalensis. The Ash-eared Crow-Tit.

Suthora nipalensis, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. ii, p. 32 (1838) ; Morsf. ^ M. Cat,

\, p. 378 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 488.

Temnoris atrifrons, Hodgs. P. Z, S. 1845, p. 31.

Suthora poJiotis, BL apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 9 ; Hwme, Cat. no. 879.

The Ash-eared Tit-Thrush, Jerd.

Coloration, Forehead, crown, and nape smoky-grey ; a very broad

black supercilium from forehead to nape ; lores, round the eye, and
a short broad eyebrow white ; remainder of the side of tlie head
slaty-blue ; upper plumage and wing-coverts orange-brown ; pri-

mary-coverts black ; primaries with hoary outer webs, tinged with

chestnut at base ; the other quills chiefly chestnut on the outer

webs and tipped white on both webs ; tail chestnut, broadly tipped

blackish ;
point of the chin black ; throat rusty, with black bars

showing through ; lower plumage orange-i'nlvous.

Length about 4-3 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 1-9 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from

gape '25.

This is the bird described by Jerdon under the name of S.poliotis,

Blyth, with the lower plumage uniform rusty and the chin barred

with black and rust colour. It is figured by Hodgson. The true

S.poUotis is a distinct bird, difEering among other things in having

the lower plumage grey and the throat entirely black.

Distribution. Nepal, where this Crow-Tit appears to have been

very little observed, the only specimens of it that I have been able to

examine being four skins in the Hodgson Collection in the British

Museum.

56. Suthora poliotis. The Ashy-breasted Crow-Tit.

Suthora poliotis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 522 (1851) ; Shai-pe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 487.

VOL, I. ^
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Suthora munipurensis, Oodw.-Aust. Sf Wald. Ibis, 187f), p. 250 ; Htme,
>8'.i^.iv,p.216; lU Cai. no. 380 bis ; GomW, S. ^«. iii, pi. 69 ;

Uvme
^ Bav. S. F. vi, p. 258.

Suthora daflaensis, Godw.-Ausi. A. M. N. E. (4) xvii, p. 32 (1876)

;

Hume, S. F. iv, p. 489, v, p. 138.

Coloration. Upper plumage bright orange-brown ; a broad black

supercilium extending to the nape and a narrow white line below it

;

lores, cheeks, and under the eye white ; ear-coTert| and sides of

the neck slaty-blue ; a streak of fulvous behind the eye and over

the front part of the ear-coverts ; chin and throat black ; lower

plumage bluish grey, becoming whitish on the abdomen and under

tail-coverts; primary-coverts black; primaries with hoary outer webs

tinged with chestnut at base, the other quills chiefly chestnut on the

outer webs and tipped white ; tail chestnut, broadly tipped blackish.

Length about 4 ; tail 2-1 ; wing 1"8 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from gape "3.

This species was not known to Jerdon. He was under the

impression that the Nepal and Oherra Poonjee birds were identical,

but under the name of S. poliotis he described the true 8. nepalensis

only. The two birds are of course very distinct and cannot be

confounded together.

Distribution. Blyth described this species from a specimen pro-

cured at Cherra Poonjee, and my description is taken from two
birds obtained by Godwin-Austen at Samma in the Eastern Naga
hills. The species does not appear, as yet, to have been discovered

in any other part of the Empire *.

57. Suthora fulvifrons. The Fulvous-fronted Crow-Tit.

Suthora fulvifrons, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 579 (1845) ;

Blyth, Cat. p. 102 ; Horsf. 1^ M. Cat. i, p. 378 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 9

;

Hume, Cat. no. 380.

Temnoris fulvifrons, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31.

ChleuasicuB fulvifrons (Hodgs.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 494.

Ftdvous-fronted Tit-Thrush, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, middle portion of the crown, a very short

supercilium, cheeks, chin, throat, breast, sides of the neck, and the

* As this was going to press Count Salvador! kindly sent me a specimen of
a Snthora from Karennee for examinatfon. It has the abdomen and under
tail-coverts rather bright fulvous, but I cannot discover that it differs from
8. poliotis in any other respect. In justice, however, to Count Sahadori, who
has named this species S.fets, I am bound to say that the two specimens of
S. poliotis in the British Museum, the only two specimens available for com-
parison, are by no means good skins, and the various minute markings on the
head are not very clear. S.fe(B may therefore be an excellent species. Count
Salvadori thus describes it :

—

SUTIIOKA FEffi, nOV. Sp.

Suthora S. manipurensi, Godw.-Aust. et Wald., similis, sed iienia supraoculari
ru/a, minime alha, regione svhomilari postit'a minime alba et rufo man/inata,
lateribus et subcandalihus Icete ni/escmtibus facile distivguenda.

Long. tot. 0'",110; al 0'n,045
; caud. 0'",0.'ii3 ; rostri 0"',007 ; tarsi O" 020

(Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2)vii (xxvii) p, 3()4, 1 Luglio, 1889.)
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under tail-coverts bright fulvous ; a broad band from the lores over
the eye to the nape, the back, rump,' and lesser wing-coverfcs olive-

yeUow ; upper tail-coverts fulvous ; greater wing-coverts edged
with chestnut ; quiUs with the outer webs chestnut, except the
basal halves of those of the primaries, which are hoary ; tail black-
ish, the outer webs, except near the tips, more or less bright chest-
nut ; abdomen deep grey.

Bill pale ; legs light brown {JerdwC).

Length nearly 5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2-2; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape -3.

Distrihution. Nepal and Sikhim. Very little is known about
this bird, and it is very rare in collections.

58. Suthora ruflceps. The Smaller Bed-headed Crow-Tit.

Chleuasicua ruflceps, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 578 (1846) ; Jerd.

-B. I. ii, p. 7 ; Godio.-Amt. J. A. S, B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 196 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 377 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 494,

Suthora ruflceps {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 102 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 380.

The Red-headed Tit-Thrush, Jerd. ; Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crest, and nape with the hind neck bright

chestnut ; sides of the head and of the neck paler ; lower plumage
white, tinged with pink on the breast ; upper plumage rufous-

brown, deeper on the tail and exposed parts of the wings ; shafts

of chin-feathers distinctly black.

BiU whitish horny ; legs greenish plumbeous ; iris red-brown
{Jerdon).

Length about 6 ; tail 3'2; wing 3; tarsus '95; bill from gape -55.

This bird is almost an exact counterpart of Scceorhynchus rufice;ps,

differing from it chiefly in its blunter bill and more graduated tail.

Distrihution. Sikhim ; and Godwin-Austen notes the species from
Baladhan in Cachar. It appears to be a very rare bird.

59. Suthora atrisuperciliaris. The Blaclc-hrowed Crow-Tit.

Chleuasicus ruflceps, var. atrosupereiliaris, Godw.-Aust. P. A. 8. B.

1877, p. 147 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 499 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii,

pt. ii, p. 15.

Chleuasicus ruflceps, Bl. apud Anders. Yunnan JExped., Aves, p. 638,

pi. xlvii, flg. 2.

Coloration. " Bright ferruginous on the head, same colour, paler,

on the nape and ear-coverts ; back and wings pale olive-brown

;

quills tinged rufous ; tail brown ; a narrow black streak over the

eye ; beneath dull white with an earthy tinge. Legs dark plum-

beous.
" Length about 6 ; wing 2-85 ; tail 3-3 ; tarsus 0-90 ; bill at

front 0-43 inches.
" Larger than Ch. ruflceps and not so white below." (Oodwin-

Avsten.)

Distribution. Discovered at Sadiya, Upper Assam ; and procured

at Ponsee, on the borders of "Western China, by Anderson.
F2
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This species appears to me to be fairly distinct from S. ruficeps,

and to be its eastern representative. I have examined four speci-

mens of the Sikhim bird and find that in none of them is there

more than a faint dustiness over the eye ; in no case is there

anything approaching the black shown on Anderson's plate of

S. atrisuperciliaris.. Hume's suggestion that this latter is the male

and S. ruficeps the female is, I think, untenable in the face of the

fact that aU the other species of this family have the two sexes

alike.*

Genus SCffiOEHYNCHUS, n. gen.

The two birds which I propose to place in this genus (vrith 8. rufi-

ceps as the type) are not congeneric with any of the birds previously

fioticed. Jerdon and others have placed them in Paradoxornis,

but in my opinion wrongly so. They are characterized by a very

short tail, in fact they are the oaly Crow-Tits in ;which the tail

is not longer than the wing. The tail is, moreover, very slightly

graduated, the outer feather being quite five sixths the whole length

of the tail.

The birds of this genus appear to frequent reeds and tall grass.

Key to the Species.

a. Crown of head rufous ; chin white S. ruficeps, p. 68.

6. Crown of head grey ; chin hlack S. gularis, p. 69.

60. Scffiorhynclms ruficeps. The Larger Red-headed Crow-Tit.

Paradoxornis ruficeps, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 177 (1842), xii, p. 947,

ri. (1843) ; Hm-sJ. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 877 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 5 ; Blyth,

B. Burm. p. 117 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 196 ; Hume
Sf Bav. S. F. vi, p. 257 ; Hume, Cat. no. 375 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 130.

Heteromorpha ruficeps (Blyth), Blyth, Cat.y. 102.

Suthora ruficeps (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 49]

.

ScBeorhynchus ruficeps (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. Sf JE. 2nd ed. i,

p. 43.

The Bed-headed Finch- Thrush, Jerd. ; Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch.

ColnraCion. Head, nape, upper back, lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts

chestnut ; upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of wings olive-

brown, tinged with rufous ; the whole lower plumage white, tinged

with brow n on the sides of the body, vent, thighs, and under taU-

coverts.

Iris reddish brown ; upper mandible brown; lower mandible flesh-

* SuTHOBA BRUMNEA, Auderson, P. Z. 8. 1871, p. 211, was pi-ocured by Dr. John
Anderson at Momein in Chinese Territory at an eleTatiou of 6000 feet. It will

doubtless be found in the mountains of Upper Burma near Bhamo, and I
append a description of the bird.

The whole head and neck all round with the breast chestnut-brown, sulTused
• with vinaoeouB below ; the upper plumage, wing-coverts, tail, and exposed parts
of closed wing olive-brown ; lower plumage yellowiBh brown. Bill in dry skin
yellowish, with the culmen intense black ; legs Jjrown.

Length about 5 ; tail 25 ; wing 2'1 ; tarsus '8 ; bill from gape 4.
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colour ; eyelids and mouth bluish ; legs plumbeous ; claws hora-
colour.

Length about 7"5 inches ; tail 3'5 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-15 ; bill

from gape '&.

Specimens from Assam, Karennee, and Tenasserim have the

lower plumage suffused with fulvous.

Distribution. Sikhim and Bhutan, extending through Assam to

Dibrugarh. This bird has also been procured at Shillong; on tlie

Hemeo Peak, N. Cachar, and in Karennee at 2500 ft. Blyth

received it from Arrakan. Davison met with it at Pahpooa in

Tenasserim, and there is a specimen in the Hume Collection col-

lected at Thoungyah, much further south. Jerdon states that this

species occurs in Nepal, but on what authority is not known.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim in May, constructing a cup-shaped

nest of grass-stalks coated externally with a few cobwebs and lined

inside with strips of bamboo-stems. The eggs, three in number,
are white, spotted and blotched with yellowish brown, with some
purplish-grey shell-marks; size -SS by -Q^.

61. Scseorhynchus gularis. The Hoary-headed Orow-Tit.

Paradoxornis gularis, Horsf., Oray, Oen. B. ii, p. 389, pi. xciv, f. 3

(1849) ; Korsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 377 ; Jerd. B.I. ii, p. 5 ; Godw.-Amt.
J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 103 ; Wald. in Blyth, B. Burm. p. 117

;

Hume, Cat. no. 374; Oates, B. B. i, p. 131.

Paradoxornia (Heteromorpha) caniceps, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xviii,

p. 810 (1849).

Heteromorpha {? Paradoxornis) caniceps {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 102.

Suthora gularis {Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 492.

ScBBorhynchus gularis {Horaf.), Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 44.

The Hoary-headed Finch-Thrush, Jerd. ; Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, nasal plumes, a supercilium from the fore-

head to the nape and the chin black ; lores and round the eye,

cheeks and lower plumage white, the sides of the breast and abdo-

men washed with fulvous ; ear-coverts pale grey ; crown and nape

dark grey ; upper plumage, tail, and visible portions of wings

rufous-brown.

Bill dark yellow; legs slaty-brown {Qodwin^Austen).

Length about 6 ; tail 3-1 ; wing 3-5; tarsus 1; bill from gape -6.

Distribution. Occurs in Sikhim and Bhutan at elevations of from

3000 to 8000 feet. It has also been obtained at Asalu in the

Khasi Hills by Grodwin-Austen, and in Karennee at 5600 feet by

Wardlaw Eamsay. It extends into China.

Habits, Sfe. The nest and eggs of this species, judging from what

little is on record about them, closely resemble those of So. rufieeps.

The eggs measure "82 by "Bl.
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Fig. 2-1.— Gamlax leucolnphiis.

Family CRATEROPODIDtE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth or the

upperone with a notch; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, bilaminated;

wing with ten primaries; tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the

line of the forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the com-

missure than the upper edge is to the culmen ; plumage of the

nestling like that of the adult female, but paler ; nostrils never

entirely concealed from view although frequently covered by hairs

or bristles ; rictal bristles present ; rectrices twelve ; the inner and

hind toes equal.

The Crateropodidce form an enormous family of tropical and
subtropical species which I find it convenient to divide into six

subfamilies or natural groups.
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Sexes alike
; gregarious ; extremely noisy ; legs

and feet large; wing short and rounded;
habits partly terrestrial, partly arboreal;

colour of egg, with few exceptions, un-
spotted white or blue Crateropodince,

Sexes alike ; solitary or occurring in very small [p. 71.

troops ; not noisy ; legs and feet strong

;

wing short and rounded ; habits, skulking
in bushes or on the ground, evading obser-

vation ; colour of egg, with few exceptions,

spotted Timeliinm, p. 129.

Sexes usually dissimilar; solitary; tarsus usually

very long and smooth ; wing usually rounded
and short ; habits strictly terrestrial ; colour

of egg usually spotted Brachypterygince,

Sexes alike; solitary or occurring in small <^p. 177.

troops ; not noisy ; habits entirely arboreal,

never descending to the ground ; colour of

egg, with few exceptions, spotted Sibiince, p. 194.

Sexes invariably dissimilar ; solitary or occur-

ing in small troops ; colours brilliant

;

habits entirely arboreal; colour of egg
usually spotted Liotrkhinoe, p. 220.

Sexes alike; solitary or occurring in small

troops ; habits entirely arboreal ; tarsi

very short, never exceeding in length the

middle toe or claw ; wing rounded and
moderately long ; nape usuiilly furnished

with some hairs ; colour of egg, so far as is

known, spotted Braehypodince,

[p 252.

Subfamily CRATEROPODIN^.

The first subfamily of the Crateropodidce comprises a number of

birds, which form a natural group, without, however, possessing

structural characters of marked importance.

The Grateropodince agree in being gregarious, extremely noisy,

cautious but inquisitive and frequently bold. No birds can hide

themselves better, but on the whole they do not shun observation

as the TimeliincB do.

The chief feature of this group, however, is the colour of their

eggs. With few exceptions the eggs are either blue or white, per-

fectly unspotted. The few exceptions occur in the genus Trocha-

lopterum and one or two others. These birds will ultimately find

a place among the Timeliince and Sibiince ; but until the colour of

the eggs of all the species is know:^ and their habits better under-

stood, an accurate arrangement of these birds is not possible.

The Grateropodince all feed on the ground like Thrushes. They
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pass a good deal of their time on trees, but they probably derive

no portion of their food directly from trees, the fruit they occa-

sionally eat being picked off the ground as they forage for insects.

The head in all the Orateropodince is crested or subcrested.

Their tarsi, toes and claws are remarkably strong and their wings
are very rounded and weak. They are all non-migratory.

The sexes are invariably alike, and the young resemble the

adults very closely.

The subfamily is represented in India by 10 genera and 72
species.

Key to the Genera.

a. Bill shorter than head, stout and not strikingly

curved.

a'. Covering membrane of nostril bare ; frontal

feathers with shafts or webs lengthened.

a". Nostrils nearly hidden by a profusion

of bristles and hairs springing from
forehead Dbyonastes, p. 72.

b". Nostrils clearly visible, but overhung by
numerous bristles GAnauLAX, p. 77.

c". Nostrils not overhung by bristles, but
merely by a few long and fine hairs.

a'" . Bill slender ; length from forehead to
tip more than twice the depth at
forehead,

a'. Tail markedly longer than wing. . . . lANrHOCiNCLA,p.84.
6*. Tail and wing equal in length Stactocichla,

b'". Bill stout; length from forehead to [p. 104.
tip much less .than twice depth at

forehead Gbammatoptila,
d". Nostrils perfectly free and exposed, not [p. 102.

overhung by either bristles or hairs. . . . Thochalopibbum,
6'. Posterior half of covering membrane of [p. 87,

nostril clothed with plumelets continued
back to the forehead, the feathers of which
are short and rounded.

e". Tail very much longer than wing Aesya, p. 105.

f".
Tail and wing of about equal length CEATEnoptrs, p. 110.

6. Bill as long as head or much longer ; slender
and much curved.

d. Bill from one to one-and-a-half times length [p. ng,
of head Pomatohhintts,

d'. Bill three times length of head Xiphoehamphus
[p. 128.

Genus DRYONASTES, Sharpe, 1883.

Dryonastes, of which B. ruficoUis is the

„ ing-Thrushes which have the nostrils „„ ^„„,-
pletely hidden by bristles. They are very closely allied to some o|

' The genus Dryonastes, of which D. ruficoUis is the type, contains
those Laughing-Thrushes which have the nostrils almost
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the Corvidce in structure and they might almost be placed in the
same family. They diflrer, however, in laying spotless eggs and
in their habits.

The habits of all the birds of this and the following five genera
are so similar that they may be disposed of now once for all.

All are without exception gregarious, and are found in troops of

from six to twenty or more individuals. They feed principally on
the ground, their strong feet and bills enabling them to turn over
leaves, and they are also found on trees, on which they take refuge

when disturbed. On being alarmed, or frequently withoub auy
apparent cause, they break out into a chorus of notes resembling

laughter or loud chatter. They are also in the habit of going
through various amusing performances on the ground, erecting

their crests, drooping their wings, and expanding their tails,

dancing and capering about all the time. They are all found in

forest or amongst trees and bushes, and although cautious and
sometimes very shy, yet on some occasions they seem careless of

observation, and they are difficult to get rid of when once their

curiosity has been excited.

They eat almost every sort of insect and the smaller reptiles,

and they no doubt partake also of fruit. They construct large

cup-shaped nests in trees and lay eggs which, with the exception of

those of some species of Troohalopterum, are spotless white or blue.

In Dryonastes the eggs, so far as is known, are pale blue.

Key to the Species.

a. Chin and throat black
a'. Ear-coverts black D. ruflcollis, p. 73.

v. Ear-coverts white.
o". Back chestnut D, nuehalis, p. 74.

V '. Back olive-brown D. chinensis, p. 74.

b. Ohin and throat white.

c'. Tail plain D. ctsridatiiis, p. 75.

d'. Tail tipped with white D. suhccerulatus, p. 76.

c. Ohin and throat chestnut-brown D. sannio, p. 76.

d. Ohin black, throat yellow D. galbarms, p. 76.

62. Dryonastes ruflcollis. The Rufous-necked Laughing-Thrush.

lanthocinola ruficoliis, Jard. Sf Selby, III. Orn. 2nd ser. pi. 21 (1838).
GaiTulax ruflcollis (/. 8f S.), Blyth, Cat. p. 97; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 205 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 38 ; Godw.-Aitst. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 269 ; Hume, N. § H. p. 254 ; Infflis, &'. F. v, p. 84 ; Sume, Cat.

no. 410; id. <S. F. xi, p. 158.

Dryonastes ruficoliis (J. ^ S.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 464; Oates

in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 45.

Pobduya, Beng. ; Bapchen-pho, Lepoh. ; Doopooleeka, Assam.

Coloration. Lores, sides of the head, cheeks, chin, throat, and
centre of the uppermost portion of the breast black ; sides of neck

bright chestnut, continued upwards to the middle of the upper
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edge of the ear-coverts ; crown and nape slaty-grey ; upper plumage

and wings olive-brown, the outer webs of the primaries ashy ; tail

black, the base suffused with olive-green ; breast, upper abdomen,

sides of the body, and thighs olive-brown ; centre of lower abdo-

men and under tail-coverts bright chestnut.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris red (Hume).

Length about 10 ; tail 4-5 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1"4 j bill from

gape 1. •

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Sadiya ; the Khasi

hills ; Sylhet, Cachar, Manipur, Tipperah ; Bhamo. This bird is

found at low elevations probably not above 4000 feet and mostly

at the foot of the hills.

Hahits, S(c. This species appears to be addicted to grass- and reed-

jungle. It breeds in Sikhim from April to June, constructing its

nest in bushes within a few feet of the ground. The eggs, three or

four in number, are pale bluish green and measure 1-02 by -75.

63. Dryonastes nuchalis. Oglis Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax nuchalis, Godwin-Austen, A. M. N. H. (4) xviii, p. 411
(1876) ; Eume, S. F. v, p. 68 ; id. Cat. no. 408 quat. ; Oodw.-
Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 17, pi. x; Hume, S. F. xi,

p. 154.

Dryonastes nuchalis (Oodw.-Ausf.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 466.

Coloration. Forehead, the upper portion of the cheeks, and the

feathers round the eye black ; crown and nape slaty-grey ; a few
pointed white feathers in front of the crown ; hind neck and upper
back chestnut ; upper plumage olive-brown, the outer webs of the

quills tinged with grey ; tail olive-brown, with the ends broadly

black ; lower part of cheeks, ear-coverts, and sides of neck white ;

chin and throat black ; breast light ashy ; remainder of lower plumage
olive-brown.

Iris dark red ; legs and feet fleshy-grey (Chennell).

Bill black ; legs and feet ivory-white ; iris brick-red ( Oripps).

Length about 10; tail 4*4; wing 4-3; tarsus 1-5; bill from
gape 1-35.

Distribution. The Dibrugarh district of Assam j the Lhota-Naga
hills ; Kamlangpani

; probably Manipur.

64. Dryonastes chinensis. The Black-throated Laughing-Thrush.

Lanius chinensis, Scop. Del. Fl. et Faun. Insuhr. ii, p. 86 (1786).
Gavrulax chinensis (Scop.), Blyth, Cat. p. 95 ; Horsf. § M. Cat. i

p. 202 : Walden, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 549 ; Bli/th, Birds Burm. p. 107
;

Hume Sf Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 289 ; Hum^, Cat. no. 408 ter ; Bingham,
8. F. ix, p. 181 ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 208 ; id. B. B. i, p. 38.

Dryonastes chinensis (8eop.), 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 456.

Coloration. Forehead, lores, round the eye, a line over the ear-
coverts, the upper part of the cheeks, chin, throat, and the central
portion of the upper breast black ; cheeks and ear-coverts white

;
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crown and nape slaty-blue, anterior part of crown streaked with
white ; upper plumage and exposed part of wings rich olive-brown,

except the outer webs of the first few primaries, which are silvery-

grey ; tail olive-brown with the last quarter black ; breast, sides of

neck, and upper portion of abdomen ashy grey ; remainder of

lower surface olive-brown.

Iris red ; bill black ; mouth and eyelids plumbeous ; legs fleshy

brown ; claws horn-colour.

Length about 11"5; tail 4*7; wing4:*5; tarsus 1"6; bill from
gape 1'2.

Distribution. Tenasserim from Toungngoo down to Meetan and
the Thoungyeen valley ; the southern half of Pegu. The range

extends into China.

65. Dryonastes caerulatus. The Qrey-sided Laughing-Thrush.

Cinclosoma ceerulatus, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 147 (1836).

Garrulax cBsrulatus (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 96 ; Horsf. % M. Cat. i,

p. 205; Jerd. B. LA, p. 36; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 302; Godw.-Aust.
J.AS.B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 160; JSume, N. ^ E. p. 254; id. Cat.

no. 408.

Dryonastes cserulatus (Hodgs,), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 461; Gates

in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 46.

Tarmol-pho, Lepch. ; Piang-kam, Bhut.

Fig. 25.—Head of D. ccsrulatus.

Coloration. Forehead, the upper part of the cheeks, and round

the eye black ; ear-coverts black above, whitish tipped with rufous

below ; upper plumage and sides of neck rufous-brown, brighter

on the greater coverts, the outer webs of the quills, and on the

head, the feathers of which are terminally margined very narrowly

with black ; rump tinged with ashy ; tail chestnut-brown ; lower

part of cheeks rufous-brown; extreme point of chin black; re-

mainder of chin, throat, the middle of the breast, and abdomen and

the under tail-coverts white ; sides of breast and abdomen ashy.

BiU dusky, livid at the base ; legs fleshy-white ; iris red-brown

;

orbital skin livid (Jerdon).

Length about 11; tail 4-8; wing 4-2; tarsus 1-4; bill from

gape 1"2.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim. Grodvidn-Austen procured this

species in the hills of Northern Manipur. His specimens are all

typical D. ccerulatus, and not the next species.
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Habits, ^0. Breeds in Sikhim in May and June, constructing its

nest in trees at from six to twelve feet from the ground, and laying

two or three eggs, which are greenish-blue and measure 1'18 by "82.

66. Dryonastes subcserulatus. The Shillong LaugTuncj-Thrush.

Garrulax aubceerulatus, Hume, S. F. ni, p. 140 (1878) ; id. Cat.

no. 408 A.
Dryonastes subcserulatus {Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 462.

Coloration. Eesembles D. caerulatus. Differs in having the ear-

coverts, lower part of cheeks, and feathers above the ear-coverts

white, slightly tipped with black here and there ; the three exterior

pairs of tail-feathers broadly tipped with white, and the whole

upper plumage of a paler rufous. Some of the feathers of the nape

are soaietimes white in the middle.

Nude space round the eye dark grey {Godwin-Austen).
Length nearly 11 ; tail 4-8 ; wing 4-2 ; tarsus 1-4 ; bill from

gape 1"2.

Distribution. Shillong in the Khasi hills.

67. Dryonastes sanuio. The White-browed Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax sannio, Sudnhoe, Ibis, 1867, p. 403; id. P.Z.S. 1871,

p. 371 ; Anders. Yunnan Mxped., Aves, p. 627 ; Hume, Cat. no. 409
quint. ; id. S. F. xi, p. 157.

Garrulax albosuperciliaris, Oodwin-Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 45 ; id.

J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 161, pi. vi ; id. A. M. N. H. (4; xvii,

p. 34 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 393, iv. p. 502.

Dryonastes sannio {Swinh.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 459.

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, lower part of the ear-coverts, and a

supercilium to the nape yellowish white; remainder of the ear-

coverts, forehead, crown, nape, sides of the neck, chin, and throat

chestnut-brown ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings olive-

brown; tail rufous-brown; centre of breast and abdomen pale

ochraceous ; sides of breast and abdomen rufous olive-brown

;

under tail-coverts bright ochraceous.

Legs and feet pale brown with a faint purplish-fleshy tinge

;

claws darker ; bill blackish ; orbital skin pale fleshy-grey ; iris dull

brownish maroon, liver-brown, light brown {Hume).
Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 3'8 ; tarsus 1"4 ; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. Manipur above 4500 feet; the Muangla Sanda
valley, east of Bhamo ; extending into China.

68. Dryonastes galbamis. Austen's Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax galbanus, Oodwin-Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 44, pi. 10 ; id.

J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 161 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 394; id. Cat.
no. 409 quat. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 445 : Hume, S. F. xi,

p. 155.

Coloration. Forehead, lores, upper part of the cheeks, round the
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eye, ear-coverts, and chin black ; crown and nape ashy brown,
separated from the black of the forehead by a narrow ashy-white
line ; upper plumage, wing-coverts, and the outer webs of the
secondaries and tertiaries ochraceous brown ; the outer webs of

primaries ashy olive; inner webs of all the quills brown; tail

greenish ashy, the four middle feathers broadly terminated with
black and slightly tipped with whitish, the others broadly tipped

with white preceded by a black portion ; lower plumage yellow,

washed with olive on the sides ; under tail-coverts white.

Bill black; legs ash-grey; iris red-brown (Godwin-Austen).

Length about 9*5; tail 4-2; wing 3-7; 'tarsus 1-4; bill from
gape 1-1.

Distribution. The hills of Manipur up to 4000 feet.

Genus GAERULAX, Lesson, 1831.

The genus Oarrulax differs from Dryonastes in having fewer

bristles and hairs covering the nostrils, the number being

so reduced that the nostrils are clearly visible. The species of

Garrulax are on the whole much larger birds, and some of them
have very ample crests.

The colour of the egg is known in five Indian species of Garrulax

out of a total of nine. Of these five, three lay blue eggs and two

white. I cannot, -however, discover any external structural cha-

racter by which those laying blue eggs may be separated from those

laying white ones. Some better distribution of the birds may
become possible when the eggs of the remaining four species are

known.

Key to the Species.

a. Crown and crest white.

a'. Breast white, distinctly defined from the

rufous of the abdomen G. leucolophus, p. 77.

h'. Breast white, blending with the rufous of

the abdomen O.belangeri, p. 79.

e'. Breast and entire abdomen white G. diardi, p. 79.

b. No white in the crown and crest.

d. A black pectoral hand.

a". A black cheek-stripe G. peiioralis, p. 80.

6". No black cheek-stripe G. moniliger, p. 81.

e'. No pectoral hand.

c". Chin and throat yellow G. gulans, p. 81.

d". Chin and throat white.

a"'. Tail entirely black G. delesseHi, p. 82.

V". Tail tipped with white G. albigularis, p. 82.

e". Chin and throat chocolate-brown .... G. strepitans, p. 83.

69. G-arrulax leucolophus. The Himalayan White-crested

Laughing-Thrush.

Corvus leucolophus, Hardw. Trans. Linn. Soc. xi, p. 208, pi. 15 (1815).

Qarrulus leucolophus (Hardw.), Gould, Cent. pi. 18.
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Garrulax leucolophiis {Hardw.), Blyth, Cat. p. 95 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat.

i, p. 201 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 35 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 253 ; Blyth, Birds

Burm. p. 107 ; Hwne, Cat. no. 407 ; Scullt/, S. F. viii, p. 289

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 34 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 435 ; Hume, 8. F.

xi, p. 153 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 47.

The White-ci-esfed Lauyhing-Thiiish, Jerd. ; Uawil-Kahy, Hind, in

N. W. P. ; Karrio-pho, Lepch. ; Karria-c/oka, Bhut. ; Naffo-dhoopooleka

Assam.

Pig. 26.—Head of G.

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black ; the

whole head and crest, sides of the neck, cheeks, chin, throat, and
breast pure white, the hindmost feathers of the crest dark ashy,

forming a small collar on the nape ; the white of the head and breast

abruptly defined all round by a ferruginous collar which gradually

merges posteriorly into the olive-brown of the remaining upper and
lower plumage ; wings brown, with the outer webs of the colour

of the back; tail brown, washed with oli\e-brown; the lower

plumage with a decided tinge of rufous throughout.

Bill horny-black ; iris red-brown ; orbital skin slaty ; feet livid

plumbeous ; claws dusky grey (Scully).

Length about 11 ; tail 5-2 ; wing 5-3 ; tarsus 1-8 ; bill from
gape 1'4.

This species, which does not vary at all, may be distinguished

from the next two by the abrupt definition of the white of the

breast and by the olive-brown upper plumage.
Distribution. The Himalayas from Gurwhal to the extreme east

of Assam ; thence down through the hill-tracts of Eastern Bengal
to Bhamo on the one hand and to Arrakan on the other. A specimen
procured by Blanford at Bassein proves to belong to this species.

It is found from the plains to an elevation of about 6000 feet.

Habits, ^c. This species and indeed all of the genus have remark-
ably loud cries and they are, if anything, rather more gregarious than
the Laughing-Thrushes of the other genera. The present species

breeds from April to June, constructing its nest in shrubs and
bushes within reach of the hand, and laying from two to five eggs,

which are pure white and measure I'l by '9.
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70. Oarrulax belang^eri. The Burmese White-crested

Laughing-Thrush.

GaiTulax belangeri, Less. Tr. d'Orn. p. 648 (1831) ; id. in BUang.
Vmj. Indes. Or. p. 258, pi. 4 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 95 ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat.

i, p. 201 ; Wald. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 548 ; Blyth, Birds Burnt, p. 107
;

Hume, S. F. iii, p. 122 ; Oates, S. F. v, p. 156 ; Himie ^ Dav. S. F.
vi, p. 286; Hume, Cat. no. 407 bis ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 181 ; Oates,

S. F. X, p. 208 ; id. B. B. i, p. 33 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 430

;

Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 2na ed. i, p. 48.

Wa-youn-hnet, Burm.

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black ; the

whole head and crest, sides of neck, chin, throat, breast, and upper
abdomen, continued narrowly down the middle of the latter, white

;

hinder part of crest deep ashy ; upper plumage bright ferruginous ;

lower plumage the same, becoming duller on the thighs, vent, and
under tail-coverts ; wings brown, edged on the outer webs with
rufous-brown ; tail dark brown, washed with rufous-brown on the

outer webs.

Bill black ; gape yellow ; mouth flesh-colour ; iris pinkish hazel

;

legs plumbeous ; claws pale horn-colour ; eyelids purplish grey.

Length about 11-5 ; tail 4-8 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1'7 ; bUl from
gape 1"4.

This species may be distinguished from the last by the white of

the breast running into the abdomen and by the upper and lower

plumage, except the white portions, being of a bright ferruginous.

l>om the next it may be known by the ashy portion of the crest

abruptly meeting the ferruginous of the upper plumage, and by
the white of the lower parts extending only over a small portion of

the abdomen.
Distribution. The whole of Pegu in the better-wooded parts ;

Tenasserim from Toungngoo down to Tavoy and the Thoungyeen
valley.

Habits. Breeds from March to July precisely in the same manner
as the last species. The eggs, however, are almost invariably three

in number, and measure 1'18 by '88
; they are pure white.

71. Garmlax diardi. The Siamese White-crested Lau^Mng-Thrush.

Tiirdua diardi. Less. Tr. d'Orn. p. 408 (1831).

Garrulax leucogaster, Wcdd. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 549; id. IKs, 1867, p. 381.

Garmlax diardi (Less.), Hume, S. F. ix, p. 292 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 34

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 437.

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black ; the

whole head and crest, cheeks, chin, throat, breast, and the whole

abdomen white, the hinder part of the crest pale ashy, spreading

over the whole bind neck and encroaching on to the sides also;

entire upper plumage bright ferruginous ; sides of the body, thighs,

and under tail-coverts rufous olive-brown ; wings brown, with the

outer webs rufous-brown ; tail dark brown washed with olive.

In the dry skin the bill is black and the legs plumbeous.

Length about 11 ; tail 5 ; wing 5-5 ; tarsus 1-6; bill from gape 1-3.
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This species may be readily separated from the two preceding

by the ashy hind neck and by the entirely white abdomen.

Distribution. The only specimens procured within my limits are

two which were obtained by Captain Hill's Survey party on the

hills of Tenasserim, apparently between Tavoy and the Siamese

frontier. They passed, through Mandelli, into the Hume Collection

and are now in the British Museum. There are other specimens

from Siam, Cambodia, and Saigon in the same collection and all of

them are alike in plumage.

72. Garrulaz pectoralis. The Blaok-goryeted LauyMng-Thrush.

lanthocincla pectoralis, Gould, P. Z. 8. 1835, p. 186.

Oinclosoma grisaure, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 146 (1836).

Garrulax melanotis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 949 (1843).

Garrulax pectoralis (Gould), Bh/th, Cat. p. 06 ; Hm-sf. Sf M. Cat. i,

p. 204; Jerrf.A /. ii, p. 39 ; Hume, N. ^ JE. ^. 256 ; ffume, S.F. in,

p. 122 ; Wardlaw Mamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 463; Hume ^ Dai:. S. F. vi,

p. 291 ; Sume, Cat. no. 412 ; id. S. F. yiii, p. 169; Bingham,, S. F. ix,

p. 181 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 208; id. B. B. i, p. 36 ; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 441 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 159 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^
E. 2nd ed. i, p. 49.

Garrulax uropygialis. Cab. im Ersch S; Gruiber, Allg. Encyol. Band 55,

p. 62 (1852) ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 40.

Ohpho, Lepch.

Coloration. Torehead, crown, nape, back, wing-coverts, rump, and
upper tail-coverts olive-brown, with a fulvous tinge throughout

;

a broad collar on the hind neck bright fulvous ; middle tail-feathers

like the back, the next two similar but with some black near

the tip ; the remaining four pairs olive-brown at base, then black

and iDroadly tipped with white
;
primary-coverts black, edged with

hoary ; exposed parts of quills olive-brown, the earlier primaries

more or less hoary ; lores and a narrow supercilium white ; ear-

coverts white, streaked with black, sometimes entirely black; a

cheek-stripe from the gape continued round the ear-coverts to the

upper part of the eye, and a broad pectoral band, black ; chin and
throat whitish ; remainder of lower surface fulvous, the middle of

the abdomen whitish.

Upper mandible dark horn-colour ; the lower bluish-horn at the

base and tip, dark brown in the middle ; mouth bluish ; iris orange-

brown ; eyelids and orbital skin dusky blue ; edges of the eyelids

orange-yeUow ; legs light plumbeous ; claws pale horn.

Length about 13; tail 5'1 ; wing 5'7 ; tarsus 1'9
; bill from

gape 1'5.

Birds from the Himalayas down to Bassein and further east

down to Toungngoo have the tips of the tail-feathers white. At
Thayetmyo both buS- and white-tailed birds occur. Throughout
Tenasserim none but buff-tailed birds are to be found. The ear-

coverts vary in colour and present every combination of black and
white. The black cheek-stripe is always a feature in this bird and
serves to distinguish it at once from the next species, which it

otherwise much resembles.
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In Himalayan birds the flanks are chestnut, in those from
Tenasserim bufE; and in birds from the latter locality the rufous
nuchal collar is also less clearly indicated.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam and thence
through the hill-tracts south of the Brahmaputra to Burma, where
it is found in Arrakan, Pegu, Karennee, and a considerable portion
of Tenasserim down to the foot of Muleyit mountain and the
Thoungyeen valley. To the east it is replaced by G. picticoUis and
other allied species.

Habits, 4ro. Breeds from April to July, building its nest in small
trees or in a bamboo clump not far above the ground. The eggs
are pale greenish blue and measure 1*31 by 'OS.

73. Garrulax moniliger. The Necklaced Laughing-Thrush.

Cinclosoma moniligera, Hodgs. As. Ees. xix, p. 147 (1836).
Garrulax macclellandi, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 949 (184.3).

Garrulax moniliger {Modgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 96 ; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 204; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 40 ; Hwme, N. ^ E. p. 257 ; id. S. F. iii,

p. 123; Anders. Yunnan Exped.,Aves, p. 627; Hume ^ Dav. S. F.
vi, pp. 291, 515 ; Sums, Cat. no. 413 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 181

;

Oates, S. F. x, p. 208; id. B. B. i, p. 36; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 442 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 160 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed.

1, p. 50.

Ol-phd, Lepch. ; Piang-kam, Ehut. ; Poreri or Purirhi, Daphla.

CoZora<i(m. Eesembles G. peetoralis. Differs in wanting the black

cheek-stripe and in having the primary-coverts of the same colour

as the other wing-coverts. The ear-coverts vary from pure white

to black with a white patch in the middle. The former type prevails

throughout Burma and the latter in the Himalayas. The tail is

tipped with white in all specimens procured north of a line drawn
from Thayetmyo to Toungngoo ; south of this line the tips are almost

invariably buff, and the only exception I have met with is a bird

shot at Kollidoo in Tenasserim.

Iris bright yellow ; eyelids dull purple ; bUl dark horn, the tip

and margins,pale brown ; legs light plumbeous ; claws pale horn-

colour. In young birds the iris appears to be greenish yellow.

Length about 12 ; tail 4-9 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1'7 ; bill from

gape 1'3.

Distribution. Nearly the same as that of G. peetoralis, but found

in Tenasserim as far south as Tavoy, and apparently absent from

Karennee.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds from March to June, constructing a nest in

bushes and seedling bamboos within easy reach of the hand, and

laying from three to five blue eggs, which measure 1'07 by '85.

74, GamilaiZ gularis. MeClelland's Laughing-Thrush.

lanthocincla gularis. McClell. P. Z. 8. 1839, p. 159.

Garrulax gularis (McClelL), Blyth, Cat. p. 337; Horsf. 8r M. Cat. i,

p. 203 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt ii, p. 269 ; Jerd. Ibis,

TOI/. I. C^
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1872, p. 303 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 412 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv,

pt. ii, p. 76 ; Hume, Gat, no. 409 ter ; Sharpe, Cat, B. M. vii, p. 445.

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and under the eyes black ; fore-

head, crown, nape, mantle, and sides of neck slaty grej ; back,

riunp, and visible portions of wings deep chestnut-brown, except

the outer webs of the first few primaries, which are duller ; upper

tail-coverts deeper chestnut ; the central four tail-feathers rufous-

brown on the basal two-thirds of their length, then black ; the

others all pale chestnut, the fourth pair from the outside partially

black on the inner web ; extreme point of the chin black ; remainder

of chin, cheeks, throat, fore neck, centre of breast, and abdomen
yellow ; sides of breast and upper abdomen dark ashy grey ; lower

part of flanks, thighs, vent, and under tail-coverts deep chestnut.

Length about 10 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3-8 ; tarsus 1-5 ; biU from
gape 1-3.

Distribution. The Dibrugarh district of Assam ; Borpani in the

Dekrang Dhun of the Daphla hills; Lukhipur near Cachar; the

Khisi hills.

75. Garmlax delesserti. The Wynaad Laughing-Thrush.

Crateropus delesserti, Jerd. Madr. Jourii. L. S. x, p. 266 (1839)';

id. Ill, Ind. Om, pi. xiii.

Tardus (Crateropus) griseiceps, Deless., Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 101.

Qarrulax delesserti (Jerd.), Jerd, B, I. ii, p. 37 ; Hume $ Bourd. S.

F. iv, p. 399; Hume, Cat, no. 409; Davidson, S, F. x, p. 377;
Sharpe, Cat, B, M, vii, p. 446.

Coloration. Lores, ear-coverts, and round the eye black ; forehead,

crown, mantle, and sides of neck deep slaty grey, the forehead
mottled with grey ; back, rump, and visible portion of wings chest-

nut-brown except the outer webs of the first few primaries, which
are duller ; upper tail-coverts brighter chestnut ; tail black, tinged

with rufous at the base ; extreme point of chin black ; remainder
of chin, cheeks and throat white ; breast and upper part of abdomen
ashy grey; lower part of abdomen, vent, thighs, and under tail-

coverts deep chestnut.

Iris crimson ; lower mandible, legs, feet and claws fleshy-white ;

upper mandible blackish brown {Davison).

Length 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus 1"5 ; bill from gape 1"3.

This species is allied to the preceding, but differs in the colour

of the tail and lower plumage.
Distribution. The hills of Southern India from the Wynaad

south to the Asambu hills. This bird appears to be found at aU
elevations.

76, Garmlax albignlaris. The White-throated Laughing-Thrush.

lanthocincla albogularis, Gould, P, Z. S, 1835, p. 187.

Cinclosoma albigula, Hodgs, As. Bes, xix, p. 146 (1836).
Garrulax albogularis (Gould), Bli/th, Cat, p. 95; Horsf, Sr M, Cat. i,

p. 202 ; Jem, B. 1. ii, p. 38 ; StoliczJca, J, A. S, B. xxxvii, pt. ii,
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p. 37; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 303; CocTi ^ Marsh. S. F. i. p. 354;
Mcvie, N. Sr E. p. 255; Hume, Cat. no. 411 ; Saully, S. F. viii,

p. 289 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 439: OaUs in Hume's N. Sf E.
2nd ed. i, p. 52. •

'f
'

Karreuwi-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Porehead fulvous; lores and feathers over and
beueath the eye black; cheeks, chin, and throat white; upper
plumage rich olive-brown, tinged with fulvous on the crown and
ear-coverts and with rusty on the upper tail-coverts ; wings brown,
edged with the colour of the back; tail olive-brown, the four outer
pairs of feathers very broadly tipped white ; sides of neck aud a
broad pectoral band olive-brown ; remainder of lower plumage
bright ferruginous.

Bill dull black ; legs, feet, and claws pale livid plumbeous ; iris

greyish blue ; inside of mouth yellow (Hume).
Length about 12 ; tail 5-7 ; wing 5-3 ; tarsus 1-7 ; bill from

gape 1'2.

There is great uniformity in the plumage of this bird, the only
exception being that specimens from Sikhim and the moister parts
of the Himalayas are brighter on the lower parts.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Hazara country to Sikhim
at all elevations up to 8000 or 9000 feet. Jerdon states that this

bird is found in Bhutan and Hume in Assam, but I have seen
no specimen from any locality east of Sikhim. It extends into
Western China.

Hahits, Sfc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a shallow
cup-shaped nest of grass, moss, and leaves in low branches and in
bushes at no great height from the ground. The eggs, usually
three in number, are greenish blue and measure 1'22 by "SS.

77. Garrulax strepitans. TiehelTs Laughing-Thrush.

Gari'ulax strepitans {TickeU, MS.), B.lyth, J. A.. S.JB. .Ja.iv, p. 268
(1855) ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 107 ; Hume Sc Dav. S. F. vi, p. 288

;

Hume, Cat. no. 408 bis ; Gates, B. B. i, p. 37.

Dryonastes strepitans {Tick.), Sharpe,- Cat. B. M. vii, p. 457.

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, anterior portion of the ear-coverts, and
round the eyes black ; hinder part of the ear-coverts ferruginous ;

forehead, crown, and nape reddish brown ; a spot on each side the

neck white ; hind neck, sides of neck, and upper back ashy, paler

and whiter in front, darker behind, and blending with the oHve-

brown of the upper plumage and wings ; tail blackish, washed with

olive-brown on the outer webs ; point of chin blackish ; throat and
breast chocolate-brown, the latter bordered by ashy blending with

the olive-brown of the remainder of the lower plumage.

Legs and feet very dark brown, sometimes brown-black ; claws

paler ; bill black ; iris generally lake-red, sometimes crimson (Hume

^ Davison).

Length nearly 12; tail 5-3; wing 5'3; tarsus 1-8 ; bill from

gape 1-4.

Distribution. Confined, so far as is at present known, to Muleyit
g2
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mountain in Tenasserim, where this species is found at elevations

above 3500 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Mr, Davison remarks :—" This species is not by any
means uncommon, occurring in small flocks of twenty or more, and
keeping entirely, so far as I have observed, to the forest, especially

to the ravines where this is densest." He adds that it is very shy
and beats a rapid retreat at the approach of anybody. It is a very
clamorous bird.

Genus lANTHOCTNCLA, Gould, 1835.

I apply the generic term lanthocinela to those Laughing-Thrushes
which have no bristles at the base of the forehead, but in which
the nostrils are overhung by a few long hairs. This genus differs

in no other respect from Bryonastes and Oarrudax, and consequently

I do not figure the head. All the species are remarkable in

having the secondaries tipped with white.

The eggs of two species only are known. One lays unspotted
white eggs, and the other has them of a colour which has not yet
been determined satisfactorily. The only two eggs of this latter

species which Hume has had the opportunity of examining are
described by him as being, one an unspotted pale blue, and the
other blue with a few brown spots at the large end. "When more
eggs of /. oceUata are known they will doubtless prove to be un-
spotted as a rule, the spotted ones being the exception.

Key to the Swedes.

a. Crown and nape black.

a'. Upper plumage spotted with white I. oeellata, p. 84.
h'. Upper plumage plain I. cineracea, p. 85.
c'. Upper plumage barred with black I. nifigularis, p. 86.

b. Crown and nape reddish-brown with pale
shafts I. aitsteni, p. 87.

78. lanthocinela oeellata. The White-spotted Laughing-Thrush.

Cinclosoma ocellatum, Vigors, P.Z.S. 1831, p. 55; Gould, Cent.
pi. 15.

Garrulaxocellatus (F%'.),iiyA, Co*, p. 96; Soi-sf. Sf M. Cat i

p. 205 ; Je^-d. B. I. ii, p. 41 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 304 ; Sume, N. St e'
p. 257 ; id. Cat. no. 414. » y •

lanthocinela oeellata ( Tty.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 382; Oates in
Hvme^a N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 64.

Lho-Ttarrmm-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Lores, front of face, chin, and a supercilium bright
fulvous; forehead, crown, and nape blackish brown ; ear-coverts
chestnut ; upper back and sides of neck fulvous, with broad black
subterminal marks on all the feathers, which are also tipped fulves-
cent ; scapulars, wing-coverts, lower back, rump, and upper tail-
coverts reddish brown, with white spots preceded bv black marks •
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quills tipped with white, the earlier primaries black on the outer

webs, becoming progressively ashy and then chestnut ; middle tail-

feathers chestnut tipped white ; the others rufous at base, then

ashy and finally black with white tips ; centre of throat black with
narrow rufous edges ; sides of the throat rufous, barred with black

;

breast fulvous buff, broadly barred with black ; remainder of lower

plumage the same colour as the breast, but not barred ; the flanks

more olivaceous, with a few paler fulvous bars.

BiU yellowish, dusky on the ridge and tip ; legs dull yellow ; iris

yellow-brown (Jerdon).

Length about 13 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 5'2 ; tarsus 1'8 ; bill from
gape 1'5.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim at elevations from 8000 to 10,000

feet.

Habits, ^0. Our knowledge of the nidiflcation of this bird is un-
satisfactory. A nest and two eggs, taken in Sikhim in May, and
sent to Hume, are described, the former as being composed of fern,

moss, grass, and roots, and the latter as pale blue, one of the two
eggs being spotted with brown at the thioker end. The two eggs

measured 1-18 by -86 and 1-25 by -85.

79. lanthocincla ciueracea. The Ashy Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron cineraoeum, Godwin-Austen, P. Z. 8. 1874, p. 45,

pi. xi ; id. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 162 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 395

;

id. Cat. no. 418 ter ; 8harpe, Cat. S. M. vii, p. 366 ; Hume, 8. F.

xi, p. 165.

Lehu of the Angami Nagas.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape, extending to a point on

the hind neck, black ; lores, a broad supercilium, the ear-coverts,

and under the eye dull white ; a narrow line over the ear-coverts

and a broader moustachial streak black, the latter terminating in

streaks on the sides of the upper neck ; upper plumage and wing-

coverts olivaceous ashy, tinged with rufous on the upper tail-coverts

;

secondaries, tertiaries, and tail like the back, each feather with a

subterminal black band and a white tip; primaries ashy on the

outer webs; primary-coverts black; winglet ashy on the outer

webs, dusky on the inner ; chin and throat pale fulvous, with the

shafts black ; whole remaining lower plumage fulvous, tinged with

olive on the sides and albescent on the abdomen.

Legs and feet pale. fleshy pink ; basal two-thirds of upper man-

dible pale brown to dusky ; rest of upper and entire lower man-

dible horny yellow, dirty yellowish horny, or sullied ivory ; iris

pale orange-yellow, pale orange-buff, very pale yellow or pale buff

;

edges of lids and bare skin dusky ; lids pale lavender {Hume).

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The Naga hills and the Eastern hills of Manipur.

Habits, S[G. Hume describes this bird as being found in pairs,

keeping to the densest brushwood and feeding a good deal on the
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ground, both on fruits and insects. It has a low, rather musical

call, or set of calls *.

80. lanthocincla rufigalaris. The Bvfous-chinned

Laughing-TTirush.

lanthocincla ru/ogularis, Omld, P. Z. S. 1835, p. 48 ; Oates in Kirni^t

N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 64.

Cinclosoma ruflmenta, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 148 (1836).

Garrulax rufogulaiia {Gozdd), Blyth, Cat. p. 06.

Trochalopteron rufogtdare (Oovld), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 210 ; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 47 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 104 ; Jerd.

Ibis, 1872, p. 306 ; Hume, N. 8r E. p. 261 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B.
xlv, pt. ii, p. 76 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 155 ; id. Cat. no. 421 ; Sharps,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 365 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 168.

Narhigivan-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. A large patch on the lores pale fulvous or whitish ; a

large ring of grey round the eye ; ear-coverts bright rufous ; fore-

head and crown black'; the cheeks and a large patch under the eye

and ear-coverts mingled black and white, produced narrowly to the

back of the ear-'coverts ; a broad supercilium reaching to the nape,

the sides of the neck, and the whole upper plumage olive-brown,

tinged with fulvous, each feather of the hind neck, back, and upper
rump tipped with a lunate black bar ; wing-coverts oliVe-brown,

the larger series broadly tipped with black ; primary-coverts dark
brown; margined with black ; winglet ashy, tipped black ; the

earlier primaries with the outer webs hoary, the others each with

'a black patch, which increases progressively in extent up to the
last, the basal portions at the same time turning olivaceous : second-

aries with the outer webs olive-brown; broadly tipped with black,

succeeded by a narrow white line ; tertiaries entirely olive-brown

and tipped black and white ; tail rufescent, with a subterminal

black band and deep rufous tips ; chin and upper throat bright

rufous like the ear-coverts ; lower throat white ; under tail-coverts

deep chestnut; remaining lower plumage ashy-brown, albescent

on the abdomen, each feather of the breast, upper abdomen, and
sides of the body spotted with black.

' Bill horny yellow ; legs fleshy brown ; orbital skin blue {Jerdon),

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 3"6 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 1-1.

The young have the crown olive-brown tipped black, the chin and
upper throat white, and the black bars on the upper plumage smaller
in size. The plumage of the adult is rapidly assumed.

This species varies much in certain points of its coloration, and
the above description applies to birds found between Almora and
Murree. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan birds have merely the point of

the chin rufous ; the ear-coverts are black, generally entirely black,

occasionally with a rufous tinge posteriorly, and the loral patch is

white.

* I. dnereiceps, Styan, is said lo occur in yunnan, and, consequently, is

likely to be found in Burma. It diiTera from I. cineracea chiefly in hating the
crown dark ashy instead of black and the ear-coverts rufous instead of white.
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Assamese birds (Shillong) have the loral patch, the greater part
of the ear-coverts, the chin, and the vi'hole throat rufous.

The reader is referred for further information on this point to

Hume's remarks on the subject (loe. cit.).

Bistnbution. The Himalayas from the Hazara country to Assam
as far as the Daphla hills ; the Khdsi and Garo hills. In the N.W.
this bird appears to extend also to the vale of Kashmir. It is

found chiefly from 5000 to 8000 feet of elevation.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to July and probably earlier, con-

structing a nest of creeper-tendrils lined with black roots in low
branches of treesi and laying three pure white eggs which measure
1-06 by -77.

81. lantliociiicla austeni. The Gaehar Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron austeni, Jerd., Oodia.-Atest. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 105 (1870) ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 180; Jerd. JAw, 1872, p. 304 ; Mume,
S. F. ill, p. 414; id. Cat. no. 417 bis; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 369 ; Hume, 8. F. xi> p. 165.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, sides of the neck,

and the whole back reddish brown, with pale shafts ; rump paler,

without pale shafts ; upper tail-coverts and the middle pair of

tail-feathers rufous ; remainder of the tail black, tipped with white,

the basal portions of the outer webs suffused with rufous ; wing-

coverts and tertiaries reddish-brown, the longer coverts and the

tertiaries tipped with white and with a subterminal dusky mark ;

outer webs of the earlier primaries grey, those of the other quills

reddish brown ; lores dusky ; ear-coverts dark rufous-brown, with

pale shafts ; chin, throat, and breast rufous-brown, indistinctly

barred with dusky and whitish; remainder of lower plumage

rufous-brown, with broad and distinct white bars preceded by a

dusky line ; under tail-coverts narrowly tipped with white. "

In the dry skin the bill is" black and the legs brown.

Length about 10; tail 4;8; wing 4; tarsus 1-45; bill from

gape 1"05.
. .

Distribution. A very rare bird, which has hitherto been obtained

only by Godwin-Austen in the hill-ranges of Assam. He obtained

it on the first occasion on Hengdan Peak, Khasi hills, at the head

of the Jhiri river at 7000 feet ; on the second occasion on the

Kopamedza peak, Ndga hills, at the same altitude. Hume is pretty

certain that he caught a glimpse of it in Manipur above Aimole.

Habits, Sfc. Godwiii-Austen observes that these birds were

generally in pairs, uttering a harsh, croaking call and answering

each other from time to time.

Genus TROCHAIOPTERUM, Hodgs., 1843.

The genus Trochalopterum merely differs from the three preceding

genera in having the base' of the bill quite free from all bristles and

hairs, the nostrils and their membrane being free and exposed.
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The wing is not more rounded nor is it shorter than in those genera,

when compared with other parts of the body.

This large genus comprises nineteen Indian birds, which resemble

the other Laughing-Thrushes in having loud and discordant notes,

but they are less gregarious and sociable. The smaller species

are hardly separable from Timelia in structure and general pattern

of colour. Of the nineteen species, the mode of nidification and
the colour of the egg of ten are known with more or less certainty.

Of these ten, seven lay spotted eggs and three unspotted. The
former vidll probably hereafter have to be transferred to the next
subfamily, but until we know the colour of the egg of the remaining
species any attempt to split up this genus into two or more sections

will be premature.

The majority of the Laughing-Thrushes of this genus have a
bright pattern on the wing, but this character is not of much use
apparently as a guide in tracing the affinities of the species with
other genera.

Key to the Species.

a. Orown, or nape, or both, chestnut.

a'. Back with large dark spots.

a". Sides of head chestnut,

o'". Throat dark brown or blackish. T. ert/throcephalum,.-p. 89.
b'". Throat chestnut T. erythrolama, p. 90.

h". Sides of head ashy, ear-coverts pale

rufous T. chrysopterum, p. 90.
c". Sides of head black and ashy ; ear-

coverts black with white margins. T. nigrimmtum, p. 91.
6'. Back plain, without spots T. melanostigma, p. 92.

6. No chestaut either on crown or nape,

c'. Wings brightly coloured.

d". Wings chiefly crimson T. phceniceum, p. 93.
e". Wings chiefly bright yellow.

c'". Primary-coverts brown T. sitbunicohr, p. 94.
d'"- Primary-coverts deep black.

a*.. Tail without white tips T. affine, p. 94.
6*. Tail tipped with white T. variegatum, p. 95.

/"- Wings chiefly slaty blue, with a
black patch on the secondaries .... T. simile, p. 96.

g". Earlier primaries chiefly bright blue,

the others black T. sgtiamatum, p. 93.
d'. Wings of a dull colour.

h". Upper plumage unmarked.
e'". Breast rufous.

c*. Lores and chin deep black T. caehinnans, p. 97.
d^. Lores and chin rufous-brown. . T. einnamomeum, p. 98.

f". Breastwhitish,streaked with ashy.
«*. Chin black T.jerdoni, p. 99.
/'. Chin grey.

•«'. With a conspicuous white
supercilium extending to

,
n»P8 T.fmrhariki, p. 99.

6°. With a short supercilium not
passing behind the eye T. mendionah, p. 100.
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i". Upper plumage striped.

g"'. With a white supercilium T. virgatum, p. 100.

h'"- With no white supercilium.

g^. Head and mantle ashy with
dusky streaks T. Imeatum, p. 101.

h*. Head and mantle reddish brown
with glistening black shafts , . T. imhrioatum, p. 102.

82. Trochalopterum erythrocephaliun. The Redr-headed

Laughing-Thrush.

Cinclosoma erythrocephalum, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 171 ; Oould,
Cent. pi. 17.

Garrulax erythrocephalus ( Vig.), Myth, Cat. p. 97.

Pterocyclus erythrocephalus ( Vig.), Borsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 206.

Trochidopteron erythrocephalum ( Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 43

;

Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxx-vii, pt. ii, p. 37 ; Hume, N. ^ K p. 258

;

id. Cat. no. 415 ; Smlly, S. F. viii, p. 290 ; Sharpe, Cai.. B. M.
vii, p. 360 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 55.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut ; ear-coverts

chestnut, each feather blackish near the tip and edged with white;

lores, chin, and upper throat black with a chocolate tinge ; cheeks

mingled chestnut and black ; mantle and sides of neck olive-brown,

each feather with a semicircular black mark near the end ; lower

back plain olive-brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts slaty grey ;

tail ashy, sufEused with golden yellow on the outer webs ; wing-

coverts oUve-brown, the greater series broadly tipped with deep

ferruginous; primary-coverts and winglet yellow on the outer

webs, ashy on the inner ; outer webs of the primaries and secon-

daries bright golden yellow ; tertiaries and tips^pf the secondaries

ashy blue ; the base of the outer webs of tbo -Secondaries golden

red ; lower plumage pale fulvous, washed with olivaceous on the

sides of the body and under tail-coverts, each feather of the throat

and breast with a narrow erescentic black bar near the end and

tipped with fulvous white.

The young are at first without the black marks oil the throat,

breast, and back, but they soon acquire them.

The oiily variation this bird exhibits is in the colour of bhe ear-

coverts ; Ifepal birds have a great deal of black on the ear-coverts,

and the black diminishes in quantity as we proceed towards the

north-west, till on arrival at Chamba the ear-coverts are almost

entirely chestnut.

Legs and feet pale brown ; iris pale yellowish brown ; bill black

{Hume) ; iris greyish brown {Scully).

Length, nearly 11 ; tail 4-8 ; wing 4-2 ; tarsus 1-5 ; bill from

gape 1"1.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chamba to Nepal, up to

about 7000 feet.

Habits, S^c. Scully remarks that this species moves about very

rapidly and noiselessly amongst bashes, and its note is subdued

and not unmusical.
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It breeds from May to July, constructing a nest of dead leaves

bound together with ferns and grass in a low tree or bush, and

laving from two to four eggs, which are blue marked with brownish

red and measure 1'2 by "82.

83. Trochalopterom erythrolaema. Hume^s LawjMng-TJirush.

Trochalopterum erythrolaema, Hvme, S. F. x, p. 163 (1881) ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 863 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 163.

Coloration. Lores and point of chin dusty brown ; the entire

head, neck, chin, and throat deep chestnut, the forehead tinged

with ashy ; sides of neck and back oUve-grey, each feather with a

large black subterrainal spot and a paler fringe ; rump and upper

"tail-coverts slaty grey ; breast chestnut, with a round dusky or

black spot on each feather and a paler fringe ; centre of abdomen
pale ferruginous ; sides, vent, and under taU-coverts deep oUva^

ceous ; tail ashy, suffused with golden yellow on the outer webs ;

wing-coverts olive-^brown, the greater series broadly tipped with

deep ferruginous ; primary-coverts and winglet yellow on the

outer webs, ashy on the inner ; outer webs of the primaries and
secondaries bright golden yellow ; tertiaries and tips of the secon-

daries ashy blue ; the base of the outer webs of the secondaries

golden red.

Legs and feet fleshy brown, pinker on feet ; bill blackish brown

;

iris grey (Hume).

Length about 10 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 3"7 ; tarsus 1"5 ; bUl from

gape I'l.

Distribution. Discovered by Hume near Matchi on the eastern

hills of Manipur, and not yet known to occur elsewhere.

The next two species, I regret to say, must in future be known
to ornithologists by names different to those they have hitherto

borne. An examination of Gould's type and description of 7am-

thocincla chrysqptera clearly shows that he had a specimen from
,the Kh^si hills before him, belonging to the species which Blyth

subsequently named Om-rulaoo ruficapillus. This latter name will

become a synonym of Gould's. The Himalayan species will con-

sequently be without, a name, but as Hodgson figured it and named
it T. nigrimentum in his MSS., 1 propose to use his name for it.

He notes on the drawing that he considered this species to be

merely the young of T. eryihrocephalum, but he appears after«ards

to have altered his opinion and nained it.

84. Trochalopteniin clirysoptenim. The Eastern Tellow-

winged Laughing-Thrush,

lanthocincla chrysoptera, Oould, P. Z. 8. 1835, p. 48.

Garrulax xuflcapilius, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 621 (1851).

Ti ochalopteron ruticapillum (Blyth), Oodw.-Amt. J. A. Sj B.xxxlx,
pt, ii, p. 104; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 386; id. Cat. no. 415 bis j

Shaj-pe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 363 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 163.
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Coloration, Forebead and lores grey with black sbafts ; anterior

half of crown reddish brown, blending into the bright chestnut of

the posterior half and of the nape ; a very broad superciliary band,

reaching to the nape, ash-grey ; ear-coverts ashy rufous ; chin and
cheeks grey mingled with blackish ; throat and fore neck deep

chestnut-brown ; the sides of the neck and back fulvous grey, each

feather with a rounded brown mark near the tip ; rump and upper
tail-coverts slaty grey ; breast rufous, each feather with an ill-

defined lunate bar ; abdomen dull fulvous ; sides of the body, vent,

and under tail-coverts olivaceous ; tail ashy, suffused with golden

yellow on the outer webs ; wing-coverts olive-brown, the greater

series broadly tipped with deep ferruginous ; primary-coverts and
winglet yellow on the outer webs, ashy on the inner ; outer webs
of the primaries and secondaries bright golden yellow ; tertiaries

and tips of the secondaries ashy blue, the base of the outer webs
of the secondaries golden red.

Iris clay-coloured; bill and legs brown ((7ocfc5«rw) ; iris grey ;

legs pink-brown (Oodw.-Aust).

Length about 10 ; tail 4'5 ; vdng 4*1 ; tarsus 1"55 ; bill from
gape 1-1.

Bistriimtion. The Khdsi hills, where this species has been
obtained at Shillong, at Cherra Poonjee, and on Hengdan Peak.

85. Trochalopterum nigri'imentum. The Western Yellow-tvinged

Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron nigrimentum, Hodgson, MSS. fig. 820 (in Library ai

Zool. See. of London) ; Oates in Hume's N. ISi E. 2nd ed. i, p. 67.

Garrulax chrysopterus (Gould), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 97.

Pterocyclus chrysopterus (Gould), apud Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 206.

Trochalopteron chrysopterum ( Gould), apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 43

;

Hrnne, N. ^ E. p. 259 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 76

;

Hume, Cat. no. 416; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 362 ; Hume, S. F.

xi, p. 166.

..The Yellotc-vdnged Laughing-Thrush, Jerd.; Tarphom-pho, Lepch.

;

Paniong, Bhut.

•Head of T. nigrimenium.

Coloration. Porehead rufous with black shafts ; anterior portion

of crown and the sides of the crown nearly up to the nape deep
grey, each feather black in the middle ; posterior part of crown
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and nape bright chestnut ; ear-coverts black, each feather mar-
gined with pale pinkish white ; lores, cheeks, chin, and upper
throat black, the two latter parts mottled with rufous ; the upper

back, the whole neck, and the lower throat and the breast rufous

;

each feather of the back and neck with a large black semicircular

spot, and those of the breast with a narrow black crescentic bar

;

lower back plain rufous ; rump ard upper tail-coverts olive-green

;

tail deep slaty, the outer webs suffused with golden yellow ; wing-

coverts olive-brown, the greater series tipped with ferruginous j

winglet and primary-coverts yellow on the outer webs, ashy on the

inner ; tertiaries greenish, tipped with ashy blue, the outer webs
of the primaries and secondaries bright golden yellow, tinged with

red at the base of the secondaries and tipped with slaty blue

;

middle of the abdomen rufous ; remainder of the lower plumage
olivaceous brown.

Bill dusky brown ; legs horny yellow-brown ; iris red (Jerdon).

Length about 10 ; tail 4*6 ; wing 4"1
; tarsus 1'55 ; bill from

gape l-l.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hUls in

Assam, in w:Hch latter locality Godwin-Austen procured it on
Shengorh peak at 7000 feet.

Habits^ ^c. Jerdon tells us that this species is very common about
' Darjiling, where it may be often seen on the road, picking up
insects and grain among the dung of cattle, but rapidly hopping
off and diving into the nearest thicket on being approached.

It breeds from April to June in scrubby jungle, building its

nest, which is composed of twigs and leaves, in bushes not many
feet above the ground. The eggs, three in number, are blue

marked with chocolate and measure 1"17 by •82.

86. Troclialoptenim melanostigma. The Chestnut-headed
Laughing-Thrush,

Garrulax melanostigma, JBlyth, J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 268 (1855).
Trochalopteron melanostigma [Blyth), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 108

;

Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 464; Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 291 ; Hume, Cat. no. 415 ter ; Gates, B. B. i, p. 39 ; Sharpe,
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 364.

Coloration. ITorelieadj lores, chin, and cheeks black, the black of

the lores extending slightly over the eye ; a short supercilium, the
ear-coverts and the sides of the nape silvery grey streaked with
black ; crown of the head bright chestnut, contracting to a point

on the nape ; back, rump, lesser wing-coverts, and the upper tail-

'

coverts olive-brown, tinged with ochraceous on the back ; greater

wing-coverts olive-brown, tipped with ferruginous; primary-coverts

black ; the outer webs of the primaries and secondaries and almost
the whole of the tertiaries olive-yellow; tail olive-yejlow ; throat

and upper breast ferruginous, extending in a paler form to the
breast and centre of the abdomen ; sides of the abdomen, flanks,

and under tail-coverts olive-grey.
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Legs, feet, and claws very pale brown to reddish brown ; bill

black ; iris brown or bazel-nut brown {Hume Sf Davison).

Length 10'5 ; tail 4'4 ; wing 4*1 j tarsus 1-5 ; bill from gape
1-2.

Distribution. Karennee at 5000 feet; the pine forests of the

Salween river ; Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim from 3000 feet

to the summit.
Habits, ifc. According to Mr. Davison these birds keep in parties

of six or eight, feeding chiefly on the ground and keeping much in

the brushwood. They are neither very noisy nor very silent

;

they utter from time to time a fine whistling call. They appear to

feed exclusively on insects.

87. Trochalopterum phoenicetun. Th& CrimsoriHwinged

Laughing-ThrvsJt.

lanthocincla phoenicea, Gould, Icon. Av. pi. 3 (1837).
Garrulax phoeniceus (Oould), Blyth, Cat. p. 97.

Trochalopteron phoeniceum (<?omW), Sbr*/: ^ M. Cat. i, p. 2J0;
Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 48 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxiix, pt. ii, p. 105;
Hume, N.^K^. 262; id. Cat. no. 422 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 371 ; Hime, S. F. xi, p. 168; Oates in Hume's N. ^ H. 2nd ed.

1, p. 58.

Tilji-pho, Lepch. ; Bepcha, Bhut,

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, round the eye, and a patch

on the side of the neck crimson ; a short and somewhat irregular

supercilium black; the whole upper plumage olive-brown, the

feathers of the crown with partially concealed black margins ; tail

black, broadly tipped with orange, the outermost feathers suffused

with orange throughout; wing-coverts olive-brown; primary-

coverts dusky, edged with olive-brown ; winglet ' suffused with

crimson on the outer webs and the outermost coverts edged with

the same ; outer webs of primaries edged with crimson and yel-

lowish, the former increasing and the latter diminishing in extent

inwards ; secondaries with the middle portion of the outer webs
edged with pale blue, the terminal portion with crimson, the bases

suffused with olive-green ; the whole lower plumage fulvous olive-

brown, tinged with ashy on the abdomen ; under tail-coverts black,

broadly tipped with crimson.

Legs and feet brown with a purplish tinge ; bill blackish ; iris

crimson or brownish-maroon to lac-red; bare and orbital skin

leaden-dusky {Hume).

Length about 9 ; tail 4; wing3"2; tarsus 1"8; bill from gape "9.

Distribution. Nepal ; Sikhim ; Bhutan ; Khasi hills ; Lhota Naga
hills ; Manipur. This species appears to range chiefly from 4000

to 6000 ft, of elevation.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to June, constructing its nest of

bamboo leaves and twigs, lined with fibres and moss, in dense

undergrowth, and laying three eggs, which are blue marked with

spots and lines of maroon and purple and measure 1-04 by '74.
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88. Trochalopternm subunicolor. The Plain^coloured

Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron subunicolor, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 962

(1843) ; Hwrf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 211 ; Jerd. B. I.ii, p. 44 ; id. Ibis,

1872, p. 306 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli.'pt. ii, p. 46 ; JSume, N. 8( E.

p. 259; id. Cat. no. 417 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 368; Oates

m Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 69.

Gamilax subunicolor {Hodgs.), Blyth, J. A. S. B, xiv, p. 699 (1845)

;

id. Cat. p. 96.

Tarmal-pho, Lepch. ; Nabom, Bhut.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark ashy brown, the

forehead tinged with fulvous ; sides of neck and the whole upper

plumage olive-brown, each feather margined with black ; middle

tail-feathers olive-yellow, the others black with the outer webs
suffused with oUve-yellow for a great portion of their length, the

two median pairs indistinctly, the others distinctly tipped with

white ; wing-coverts plain olive-brown ; primary-coverts dark

brown ; winglet ashy yellow outside, dusky within ; the exterior

webs of the outer primaries grey, the others and the secondaries

with a progressively increasing amount of yellow, duller towards

the tips ; tertiaries merely tinged with yellow and more or less

tipped with white; ear-coverts brown, the shafts pale; lores

blackish; cheeks, chin, and throat like the back, but darker,

similarly margined with black, and a few feathers under the face

tipped whitish; remainder of lower plumage olivaceous brown,

tinged with fulvous on the abdomen and all the feathers margined
with black ; under tail-coverts and thighs plain olivaceous brown.
The young resemble the adults except that at first the black tips

to the feathers are merely indicated.

Bill dusky ; legs reddish brown ; iris red-brown (Jerdon) ; iris

yellowish grey (Blanford).
Length about 9 ; tail 4'1 ; wing 3'6; tarsus 1-35; bill from

gape 'SS.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim up to 11,000 feet.

Habits. Breeds in Nepal, according to Hodgson, from April to

June, constructing its nest of grass and moss lined with leaves in

some low branch of a tree. The eggs, three or four in number, are

said to be unspotted greenish blue and to measure about 1-07

by -7.

89. Trochalopterum affine. The Blade-faced Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax affinis, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 960 (1843); id.

Cat. p. 97.

Pterocyclus affinis (Hodgs.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 207.

Trochalopteron affine (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 45 ; Blanf. J. A. S.

B. xli, pt. ii, p. 46 ; Hume, Cat. no. 419 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 367.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark brown tinged with
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rufous, paler on the forehead ; lores and sides of head black ; cheeks
and a large patch behind the ear-coverts white, extending to the
sides of the neck where it becomes pale rufous ; hind neck rufous-
brown, blending with the darker brown of the head ; back and
scapulars rufous-brown, each feather broadly terminated with pale •

grey ; rump olive-brown ; upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail slaty

blue, three quarters of all the outer webs and of the inner webs of

the middle pair of feathers overlaid with bright golden yellow
;

wing-coverts rufous
;
primary-coverts black ; winglet and tertiaries

slaty blue ; the outer webs of the primaries and secondaries bright

golden yellow on the greater portion of their length, slaty blue

elsewhere ; chin black ; throat rufous-brown ; breast paler rufous,

each feather narrowly edged with grey ; remainder of lower plu-

mage rufous-brown.
Bill black ; feet reddish brown ; iris brown (Jerdon) ; iris olive

{Blanford).

Length about 10 ; tail 5-2
; wing 4-1 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. Jfepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan at high elevations, being
found from 8000 to 13,000 feet.

Habits. Blanford observes that this species is subalpine ; it

ranges much above all other forms. He found it in rhododendron
scrub and on the skirts of the pine woods in Sikhim.

90. Trochalopterum variegatum. Tlie Eastern Variegated

Laugliing-Tlirmh.

Cinclosoma variegatum, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 56 ; Oovld, Cent.

pi. 16.

Garrulax variegatus ( Vig^, Blyth, Cat. p. 07.

Pteroeyclus variegatus (,Vig.\ Sorsf.'Sr M. Cat. i, p. 207.

TrochsSopteron variegatum ( Vig.'), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 45 ; Stoliezka, J.

A. S. jB. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 87 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 305 ; Sume, N.
# K p. 260 (part.) ; id. S.F. vii, p. 457 ; id. Cat. no. 418; Shai-pe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 359 (part.) ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 59.

The Variegated Laughing-Thrush, Seidi.; Gareza, Nep.

Coloration, Forehead fulvous ; crown and nape ashy brown

;

feathers on the eyelids and a spot behind the eye white ; lores

black, extending over and below the eye to the upper part of the

ear-coverts ; remainder of ear-coverts white with a black patch

;

chin and upper throat black ; cheeks fulvous, produced downwards
and meeting round the black throat ; sides of neck and the whole

upper plumage olive-brown ; wing-coverts olive-brown, the greater

one broadly edged witli rufous ; winglet and primary-coverts black

;

the inner webs of the tertiaries black, the outer grey tipped with

white ; outer webs of primaries and secondaries bright golden yellow

tinged with rufous and tipped with white j a large black patch on
the secondaries ; the middle four pairs of tail-feathers black on three

quarters of their length, then ashy yellow and tipped with white
;
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the other feathers ashy yellow on the inner webs, olive-yellow on the

outer and tipped with white ; breast and sides of the body fulvescent

ashy brown ; remainder of lower plumage bright tawny buff.

Bill black ; legs and feet pale reddish orange-brown ; iris pale

yellow-green, brown, raw sienna-brown, pale yellowish brown
(fiitme).

Length about 11 ; tail 5'2 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1-5; bill from
gape 1"1.

The young have the outer webs of the wing-quills bright yellow

as in the adult, which they also resemble in other respects.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chamba to Nepal at elevations

of, generally, more than 5000 feet.

Habits, ^c. Breeds from April to June, constructing a nest of

grass and leaves in a low branch of a tree or in a bush. The eggs,

four or five in number, are blue marked with reddish brown and
measure 1*11 by '78.

91. Iroclialopternm simile. The Western Variegated

Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron simile, Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 408 ; Sume 8f Sendei-s.

Lah. to York. p. 193, pi. vii ; Hume, S. F. ill, p. 407 ; id. Cat.

no. 418 his ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 5i; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 439

;

Oates in Hume's N. 8r E. 2nd ed. i, p. 60.

Trochalopteron variegatum, apud Cock ^ Marsh. 8. F. i, p. 364.

Goloration. Eosembles T. variegatum. DifEers in having the

outer webs of the wing-feathers slaty blue, and in having those

parts of the tail slaty blue which La the other species are either

ashy yellow or oliv^-yellow.

Legs and feet flesh-colour; biU black; iris brown {Dr. 0,
Henderson).

Of the same size as T. variegatum.

Distribution. The western portion of Kashmir .and the Hazara
country. Scully states that this bird is common and a permanent
resident in Sbarot and Barge, higher up the valley above GUgit,

at 5500 feet.

Habits, 6[c. The nest was found by Messrs. Cock and Marshall
near Murree on the 15th June, built at the end of a bough of a fir-

tree about 20 feet from the ground. The nest and eggs appear
to resemble those of the last species.

92. Trochalopternm sqnamatnm. The Blue-Ringed

Laughing-Thrush.

lanthocincla squamata, Gould, P. Z. S. 1835, p. 48 ; Jard. S^ Sdby,
III. Om. new ser. pi. iv.

Oincloaoma melanura, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 147 (1836).
Garrulax squamatus (Gould), Blyth, Cat. p. 96.

Trochalopteron squamatum (Gould), Hors/. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 211;
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Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 46 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 306 ; Hume, N. <§ E.
p. 260 ; id. Cat. no. 420 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. rii, p. 367 ; Oates in

Hume's N. ^ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 61.

Tarmal-pho, Lepch. ; Nabom, Bhut.

Coloration. A black streak oyer the eye from the lores to the

nape ; lores and sides of head rufous ; upper tail-coverts chestnut

;

with this exception the whole upper plumage is rufescent olive-

brown, each feather with a terminal lunate black tip ; wing-coverts

chestnut, dusky internally ; primary-coverts dusky edged with
black ; winglet bluish ashy ; the outer primaries with the outer

webs pale blue, the others with them entirely black ; basal portioa

of the outer webs of the secondaries chestnut, extending slightly

to the tertiaries ; remainder of wing black, the later quills minutely
tipped white ; tail bronze-colour, the tips chestnut ; lower plumage
fulvous, each feather with a terminal black bar ; under tail-coverts

and thighs castaneous.

Legs and feet fleshy ; biU blackish, pale greyish horny at base

of lower mandible and tip of both mandibles ; iris brilliant white

with a faint greenish tinge (Hume).
Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 3'8

; tarsus 1"5 ; bill from gape 1.

No writer appears to have noticed the two very distinct varieties

of this bird which seem to be found together in every locality in

the same manner that Oarrulax pectoralis and O. moniliger occur

together. In T. squamatum, to which the above description applies,

the tail is bronze-colour ; in T. melanurum the tail is deep black, and
moreover the crown of the head is ashy and the lower plumage and
sides of the head olivaceous. Hodgson collected both varieties

and he figured the latter bird. There is a very large series of this

bird in the British Museum and it is quite evident that the colour

of the tail is not a question of -sex, nor does it appear to be one of

age. I keep the two races together at present and content myself

with pointing out the differences in hopes that the question may
be worked out by those who have the opportunity.

Hume informs ' us that in this species the male has grey lores,

and the female fulvous-brown ones. This is certainly the case in

the only two specimens in the Hume Collection which are sexed

;

but I question if the inference drawn from it is correct, as it is

altogether opposed to the rule which obtains in all the Gratero-

podinm—the perfect identity of the sexes.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hills ; the

Kh^i hills ; the Lhota Naga hills ; Manipur. This species appears

to be found from 2000 to 6000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from AprU to June, constructing a nest of the

usual form in a bush near the ground and laying from three to five

eggs, which are spotless blue and measure 1"2 by 1"87.

93. Trochalopterum cachinnans. The Nilgiri Laughing-Thrush.

Crateropus cachinnans, Jerd., Madr. Journ. x, p. 255, pi. 7 (1839).

Garrulai cachinnans (Jei-d.), Blyth, Cat. p. 97.

TOL. I. H
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Pterocyplua cachinnans (Jerd.), Horsf. Sr M.. Cat. i, p. 208.

Ti'ochalopteron cachinnans (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 48 ; Blanf. J.

A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 176 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 306 ; Hume, N.

^ E. p. 263 ; id. Cat. no. 423 ; Sliarpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 373
;

Davison, 8. F. x,p. 377 ; Oatee in Hume's N. l^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 62.

Coloration. Point of the forehead black ; sides of the forehead

white produced-back as a broad supercilium to the ear-coverts

;

crown and nape slaty brown, the feathers yery narrowly margined

with black, the lateral feathers of the crown and forehead black on
their inner, white on their outer, edges, forming a black line above,

and next to, the supercilium ; lores, chin and a streak behind the

eye black ; feathers of the eyelids white ; ear-coverts pale rufous
;

the sides of the nape at the end of the supereilia ashy, which colour

suffuses the whole nape ; upper plumage, sides of neck, wings, and
tail olive-brown ; throat and breast bright rufous extending to the

abdomen, which, however, is much duller ; thighs, vent, under tail-

coverts, and sides of the body rufescent oiive-brown ; under wing-
coverts rufous.

Legs and feet black ; bill black ; iris red (Miss Goclcburn) ; iris

crimson {Davison).

Length about 9; tail 4; wing 3'7 ; tarsus 1"25; bill from
gape -9.

Distribution. Occurs over the whole of the Nilgiris from 4500
feet to the summit of the hills.

Habits, Sfc. Jerdon describes this bird as being noisy and abundant
in all the woods on the summit of the Nilgiris, and, like others of

the genus, living in small scattered flocks foraging about the thick

brushwood.
It breeds from February to June, building a deep nest, which is

frequently lined with fur and feathers, in bushes. The eggs are

three to five in number, blue marked with red and brown, and
measure I'O by "76.

94. Trochalopterum cinnamomeum. Davison's Lav^hing-Thrush.

Trochalopterum cinnamomeum, Davison, Ibis, 1886, p. 204.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape hair-brown, the nape
tinged with ashy, the lateral feathers of the crown white on their
outer webs, forming part of a broad creamy white supercilium
extending to the end of the ear-coverts ; upper plumage, wings, and
tail olive-brown, with a greenish tinge ; lores rusty-brown ; sides
of the head pale ochraceous ; chin, and lower part of cheeks, dark
cinnamon-brown ; remainder of lower plumage deep rufous, tinged
with olivaceous on the sides, vent, and under tail-coverts ; under
wing-coverts rufous.

The colour of the bill &e. has not been recorded.

Length about 8 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from
gape '9.

Distribution. Unknown; but probably, as suggested by Davison,
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the Palghat hills in Southern India. Apparently a very local and
rare bird.

95. Trochalopterum jerdoni. The Banasore Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax jerdoni, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xx, p. 622 (1851).
Trochalopteron jerdoni (Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 49 ; id. Ibis, 1872,

p. 306 ; Morgan, S. F. ii, p. 532 ; Hume, Cat. no. 424 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 373, pi. x ; Damson, S. F. x, p. 378.

Coloration. Point of forehead black ; crown and nape slaty brown,
the edges of the feathers narrowly darker ; a broad white super-

cilinm, the feathers of which, next the crown, hare the inner webs
black, forming a narrow black band abore the supercilium ; lores

and a line behind the eye black ; ear-coverts greyish white ; sides

of neck ashy brown, continued back and meeting round the neck

;

upper plumage, wings, and tail olive-brown, tinged with rufous on
the tail ; chin and cheeks black ; throat and breast streaked with
dark ashy and white ; abdomen rufous ; sides, thighs, and under
tail-coverts olivaceous brown ; under wing-coverts rufous.

Bill dull black ; iris crimson-lake ; legs, feet, and claws plum-
beous brown {Davison).

Length about 8-5 ; tail 35; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1-3
j bill from

gape '9.

Distribution. The Brahmagiri hills in Coorg ; the Banasore Peak,

Wynaad, at 5000 to 6000 feet, and, according to Mr. Morgan, the

Palghat hills and the Chinnacoonoor Ghat, Nilgiris. The species

seen in the last two localities may, however, have been different,

possibly T. fairhanki.

96. Trochaloptertim fairbanM. The Palni Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopterum fairbanki, Blanf. 3. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 175,

pi. xvii a (1868) ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 306 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 418

;

Fairbank, 8. F. v, p. 404; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 36 ; id. Cat. no. 423
bis ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 374 ; Damson, 8. F. x, p. 379

;

bates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 64.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape black, or intensely dark

brown ; a broad white supercilium extending to the nape ; lores

and a band behind the eye black ; ear-coverts and sides of head

grey ; sides of neck ashy ; upper plumage, wings, and tail olive-

brown tinged with rusty, especially on the upper tail-coverts ; chin,

throat, and breast ashy, streaked with white ; remainder of lower

plumage bright rufous.

Iris dark red, red-brown (Fairbank).

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from

gape •95.

Distribution. The Palni and Anamulli hills in South Travancore

above 3000 fedt.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds on the Palnis in May. A nest found in this

month, at an elevation of 6500 feet, was placed in a crotch of a tree

at about ten feet from the ground. The eggs are blue, marked in

various ways with red and brown. One egg measured I'O by '8.

h2
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97. Trochalopterum meridionale. Blanford^s Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron fairbanki, Blanf., Hume, S. F. vii, p. 36 (1878).

Trochalopterum meridionale, Blanf. J. A. S. B. xlix, p. 142 (1880) ;

Hume, S. F. ix, p. 605 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 375.

Coloration, rorehead, crown, nape, and lores dusky brown ; a

short white band over the lores reaching only to the eye ; sides of

head and neck, the whole upper plumage, wings, and tail ashy olive-

brown, ttQged with fulvous on the upper tail-coverts ; chin nearly

white ; throat and breast white, streaked with ashy ; centre of

abdomen white ; sides and under tail-coverts bright rufous ; vent

and thighs olivaceous brown.
Iris dark red ; bill black ; legs dusky (BourdiUon).

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3"7 ; wing 3'4 ; tarsus 1"3 ; bill from
gape "9.

Distribution. Travancore. There are specimens in the British

Museum from Chinipanui, the Patnas, Mynall, and the TinneveUy
boundary, 4000 feet.

98. Trochalopterum virgatum. The Manipur Streaked
Laughing-Thrush.

Trochalopteron virgatum, Godwin-Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 46 ; id.

J.A.S.B. iliii, pt. ii, p. 162; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 395; id. Cat.

no. 425 his ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 379.

Coloration. Point of the forehead and a long supercUium ex-
tending to the nape white ; lores ferruginous ; cheeks, lower part

of ear-coverts, and under the eye fulvous white ; upper part of

ear-coverts ferruginous, with pale shafi^streaks ; crown, nape,
mantle, lesser wing-coverts, and sides of the neck reddish brown,
with very white shafts ; lower back, scapulars, rump, and upper
tail-coverts ashy brown, with white shafts ; tail ohve-brown, dis-

tinctly cross-rayed, the outer feathers tipped white
; greater wing-

coverts chestnut, with white shafts and tips ; primary-coverts psde
rufous, with white shafts and brown tips ; winglet deep ashy, with
the outer webs white along the shafts ; wings ashy ; the middle
feathers washed with chestnut, and the tertiaries edged with paler
ashy ; chin and throat deep chestnut, shading ofE into yellowish
buff OQ the remainder of the lower plumage, all the feathers with
white shafts.

Legs and feet pale greyish fleshy ; soles yellowish ; bill deep
brown ; iris brown ; orbital skin leaden-dusky {Hume).

Length about 9-5; tail 4-5; wing 3-4; tarsus 1-25; bill from
gape '9.

Distribution. The first specimen of this bird was obtained near
the village of Eazami under the Kopamedza ridge at 5000 feet in

the Ndga hills. Hume subsequently observed it in the higher
portions of the Eastern hills of Manipur about Aimole, Matchi,
and Tankool Hoondoong.
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Habits, Sfc. Hume observes that this bird haunts dense under-
growth and is never seen except by accident, and hence, though not,
he believes, very scarce in the localities in which he found it, it is

still very hard to procure. It has a peculiar soft single-note call,

by following up which he procured all his specimens.

99. Trochalopteriun lineatum. The Himalayan Streaked
LaugJiing-Thrush,

Oinclosoma lineatum, Vigms, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 56.
Cinclosoma setifera, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 148 (1836).
GaiTulax lineatus ( Viy. ), Blyth, Cat. p. 97.
Pterocyclua lineatus ( Vig^, Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 209.
Trochalopteron lineatum. {Vig.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 60; Stoliczka,

J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 38 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 308 ; Cock 8f
Marsh. S. F. i, p. 354 ; Hume 8f Benders. Lah. to Tarh. p. 195, pi. 8;
Hume, N. ^ E. p. 264 ; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 238 ; Hume, Cat.
no. 425 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 291 ; Biddulph, Bis, 1881, p. 54,
1882, p. 272 ; ScmUy, Ibis, 1881, p. 440 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 377 ; OaUs in Hume's N. & E. 2nd ed. i, p. 64.

Trochalopteron imbricatum {Hodgs.'), apud Hume, iV. ^ E. p. 260.

T?te Streaked Laughing-Thrush, Jerd,

Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, and mantle dark ashy,

streaked with dusky, the shafts black ; lower back and wing-coverts
reddish brown, with white shafts j rump and upper tail-coverts

plain ashy ; tail washed with rufous, cross -rayed, with a subterminal
black band and grey tips ; wings chiefly rufous on the outer webs,
the tertiaries edged with grey ; lores and ring round the eye mingled
white and grey ; cheeks, ear-coverts, and an indistinct supercilium
castaneous ; chin, throat, breast, and upper abdomen chestnut, all

the feathers with ashy margins and those on the breast with glis-

tening white shafts ; lower abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts

ashy brown.
Bill dusky

i
the base of the lower mandible greyish or brownish

horny ; iris brown or reddish brown ; feet fleshy brown ; claws

livid horny (S(yully).

Length about 8 ; tail 3"6 ; wing 3"1 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from
gape 9.

The above description applies to Nepal birds, which are extremely
rufous and richly coloured. Eurther to the north-west the grey
margins of the feathers of the lower plumage become much, wider

and the streaks on the head and back are much paler. In Kashmir
and Grilgit the prevailing colour of the lower plumage is grey, and
the rufous is in pale streaks ; the shafts of the breast-feathers are

much whiter, and frequently terminate in a triangular terminal

spot ; and the upper plumage is more ashy.

Distribution. The whole of the Himalayas from Nepal to the

extreme west of Kashmir and the Hazara country. This species

appears to be found up to about 9000 feet.

Habits, ^c. This is a very common bird throughout its range, and
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one of the best known of Himalayan birds, frequenting the neigh-

bourhood of bungalows at the hill-stations. It breeds from April to

September, constructing a bulky, deep, nest of grass and fine stems

of herbaceous plants in thick bushes near the ground. The eggs,

usually three in number, are greenish blue without any marks, and

measure 1-01 by "73.

100. Trochalopterum imbricatum. The BrisUy Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax imbricatus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xij, p. 051 (1843) ; id. Cat.

p. 98.

Pterocyclus imbricatus {Bh/th), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 208.

Trochalopteron setifer (Modgs^, apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 51.

Trochalopterum imbricatum (Sodffs.), Hume, Cat. no. 426 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. Tii, p. 379.

Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, and hind neck dark reddish

brown, with ghstening black shafts, the feathers, especially those of

the forehead, stiff and pointed ; lores, a short supercilium, and sides

of the head greyish brown with white shafts ; mantle, scapulars,

and sides of the neck reddish brown with grey margins and glis-

tening white shafts ; rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown with

pale shafts and obsolete narrow cross-bars ; tail reddish brown,
the outer feathers black towards the ends and tipped white ; the

outer primaries edged with grey, the others and all the coverts

reddish brown, the tertiaries edged paler ; chin and throat reddish

brown ; remainder of the lower plumage reddish brown with

glistening white shafts ; thighs and under taU-coverts oli^•e-brown.

The colour of the bill &c. has not been recorded.

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3'8 ; wing 3-1 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from
gape -85.

Distribution. Bhutan only, whence there are three specimens in

the British Museum.
No specimen of this rare bird is contained in either the Hodgson

or the Hume Collection, and there is no evidence whatever to show
that this species occurs in Nepal. Hodgson figures two birds, one
of which is undoubtedly the ordinary form of T. lineatum and the
other is a somewhat peculiar form of the same, but bearing no
resemblance to T. imhricatum.

Genus GKAMMATOPTILA, Eeichenb., 1850.

The two birds of this genus may be recognized by their stout,
short, deep bill, striated plumage, and by the long" frontal hairs
which reach over the nostrils. They inhabit the mountain-ranges
of northern and north-eastern India, frequent dense iungle, go in
payrties, and have peculiar calls. They lay eggs which in some
cases are spotless, in others spotted, and their proper place appears
to be near 2'rochalopterum.
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Key to the Species.

a. Feathers of crest not streaked with white ; no
brown hands on the sides uf the crown G. striata, \\ 103.

b. Feathers of crest streaked with white ; a distinct

brown band on each side of the crown O. austeni, p. 104.

101. Grammatoptila striata. The Striated Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulus striatus, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1830, p. 7 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 37.
Keropia striata ( Via.), Sodus. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 83 ; Horsf.
^ M. Cat. i, p. 209.

Turnagra striata (Vig.), Blyth, Cat. p. 95.

Grammatoptila striata {Vig.), Ja-d. B. I. ii, p. 11 ; id. Ibis, 1872,

p. 298; Sunie, N. ^ H. p. 237 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 234; Hume,
Cat. no. 382 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 287 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. yii,

p. 460 ; Gates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 67.

The Striated Jay-Thrush, Jerd. ; JViiwipio/c-p/io, Lepch. ; Kopiam, Bhut.

Coloration. "Whole upper plumage, sides of the head and neck,
chin, and throat umber-brown (deepest on the crest) shading off

into pale brown on the lower plumage ; every feather of the plumage.

Fig. 28.—Head of G. striata.

both upper and lower, the wing-coverts, and tertiaries with a long

median white streak, the streaks larger but less defined on the

abdomen and under tail-coverts
;

quills dark brown, the outer webs

of the first few primaries hoary, of the others pale chestnut ; tail

chestnut ; the outer feathers with a minute white tip.

Bill black; legs dusky plumbeous ; iris red-brown (Jerdon).

Length about 12 ; tail 5-3 ; wing 5-6 ; tarsus 1-7 ; bill from

gape 1-2.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Bhutan

from 6000 to 9000 feet. This species has, no doubt erroneously,

been recorded from Birbhum in Bengal.

Habits, Sj-e. Jerdon states that this bird has some very peculiar

calls, one of them resembling the chucking of a hen which has just

laid an egg. It breeds from May to July, constructing a cup-shaped

nest of grass &c. in a low tree, and apparently laying only two

eggs. These are blue, some quite spotless, others marked with a

few specks, of brownish red. They measure 1 '3 by -9.
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102. Grammatoptila austeni. Austen's Striated Laughmg-ThrusJi.

Grammatoptila striata (Vigors), Oodwin-Austen, J. A. 8. B. xlv,

pt. ii, p. 73; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 15 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 135.

Goloration. Eesembles O. striata, but differs in having no white

shaft-stripes on the crest-feathers, and in having two broad dark

brown bands, one on either side of the head, nearly meeting on

the nape behind. The shaft-stripes on the upper plumage and

sides of the head are much narrower, being hardly any broader

than the shafts themselves, and the streaks on the lower surfece

are also much narrower and better defined.

Iris red-brown ; legs and feet pale grey (Godwin^Austen).

Of the same size as G. striata.

Distribution. The Daphla and the Eastern N^a hiUs. In the

former this species was common under Toruputu Peak at about

6000 feet in January.
Habits, £fc. Godwin-Austen observes of this species that it asso-

ciates in large flocks, and that the note is a chatter mingled with

another call somewhat simulating the low quack of a duck. It

feeds entirely on fruits and seeds.

Genus STACTOCICHLA, Sharpe, 1883.

The only bird of this genus is characterized by a rather long

slender bill, resembling that of Garrulasc, but somewhat longer

in proportion to the size of the head, and by having the throat

and breafit spotted like those of a Thrush. It is very rare and
little is known about it.

103. Stactocichla merulLna. The Spotted-breasted

Laughing-Thrush.

Garrulax merulinus, BlytJi, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 521 (1851) ; Jerd. Ibis,

1872, p. 303 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 162 ; Hutne,
8. F. iii, p. 394 ; id. Cat. no. 413 his ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 161.

Stactocichla merulina (Blyth), 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 449.

Moh mepeh, of the Angami Nagas.

Coloration. Entire upper plumage, sides of the head and neck,
tail, and exposed part of closed wings rufescent olive-brown ; a
narrow white streak over the ear-coverts ; forehead mottled with
grey ; chin, throat, and breast yellowish buff, broadly streaked with
oval black stripes ; centre of abdomen yellowish buffi ; sides of the
body rufescent olive-brown ; under tail-coverts bright ochraceous.

Legs and feet rather pale brown; upper mandible blackish,

lower horny grey ; iris pale pinkish buff ; orbital skin pale leaden
(Hume).

Length about 10-5 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3-8 ; tarsus 1-6
; bill from

gape 1'3.

Distribution. The Khiisi, Nsiga, and Lhota Ndga hills; the
Eastern hills of Manipur.
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Habits, Sfe. Hume describes this bird as a terrible skulk, clinging

to dense thorny scrub. It is very vocal and has a great number
of clear, beautiful notes, which it combines into a great variety of

calls, and it has also a coughing, chuckling, oft-repeated note.

Genus ARGYA, Lesson, 1831.

The birds of this genus differ from the Laughing-Thrushes in

many points of structure. The covering-membrane of the nostril

is partially clothed with plumes and the feathers of the forehead

and those round the base of the bill are short, firm, and close.

The tail is also relatively much longer and greatly graduated, each

outer feather being only about half the length of the tail.

The Babblers of this genus are found all over the plains of India

and Burma. They associate in small flocks, keep to the ground
or near it, and are very noisy when disturbed. They make cup-

shaped nests, chiefly in high grass, and lay unspotted blue eggs.

Many of the species resemble each other closely.

Key to the Species.

a. Head and back distinctly streaked with
blackish or very dark brown.

a'. Chin and throat rufous, with streaks .... A. earlii, p, 105,

v. Chin and throat white or very pale fulvous,

without streaks.

a". Lower plumage pale fulvous A. caudata, p. 106-.

b". Lower plmnage ferruginous A, gularis, p. 107.

6. Head not streaked ; back with oval brown
spots A. malcolmi, p. 108.

c. Upper plumage entirely unstreaked.

c'. Chin and throat rufous, lores dark A. sidrufa, p. 109.

d'. Chin and upper throat white, lores white. A. longirostris, p. 109.

Kg. 29.—Head of A. earlii.

104. Argya earlii. The Striated Babbler.

Malacocerous earlii, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 369 (1844) ; id. Cat.

p. 141 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 222.

Ohatarrhoea earlii {Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 68 ; JIume, N. Sr E.

p. 276 ; Hume ^ Henders. Lah. to York. pi. x ; Hume, Cat.

no. 439 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 182 ; Hume, S. F. zi, p. 174.

Crateropus earlii (Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, j). 30.

Argya earlii {Blyth), Sharp?, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 392 ; Oatea in Hume's

N.SfE. 2nded.i, p. 68.

The Striated Beed-Bahbler, Jerd. ; Burra-phenga, Hindi.
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Coloration. Tipper plumage brown tinged with rufous, the

feathers of the crown largely centred with very dark brown, those

of the back with very dark shaft-stripes ; upper tail-coverts obso-

letely. dark-shafted ; tail brown, the shafts darker and all the

feathers cross-rayed ; wings brown, the lesser coverts centred

darker ; lores grey ; cheeks and ear-coverts plain rufescent ; chin,

throat, and breast the same, with dark shaft-stiipes increasing in

size from the chin downwards ; remainder of lower plumage^ pale

buify-brown, becoming albescent in the middle of the abdomen.
Iris bright yellow ; eyelid plumbeous ; bill fleshy yellow, the

culmen, nostril, and the tip of both mandibles horn-colour ; mouth
yellow ; legs plumbeous ; claws pinkish.

Length about 9-5 ; tail 4-8 ; wing 3'5 ; tarsus 1'3 ; bill from
gape I'l.

Distribution. This Babbler occurs over a considerable portion of

Sind from Sehwan down to the Sunn of Cutch. It is also found
in the Saharunpur district and thence skirts the plains at the base

of the Himalayas as far as Bdhar, whence it commences to spread

over Bengal, extending up the Assam valley, and southwards to

Southern Pegu, where it is abundant.

Habits, Sfc. This species is found only in the plains where there

are large expanses of heavy grass, and lives in small parties that feed

on the ground or climb about in the grass. "When one bird flies

across the open, the others follow it one by one, skimming near

the ground with laboured flight and repeating a monotonous note,

which, however, is not unpleasant when heard in the vast lonely

plains which this bird frequents. It breeds throughout the rains,

or from April to October, or even later, making its nest in a clump
of grass and laying three eggs, which measure "88 by '7.

105. Argya caudata. The Common Babbler.

CoBsyphus oaudatus, Dum&il, Drapiez, Diet. Class. cTIIist. Nat. x
p. 319 (1826).

Malacocercus huttoni, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 476 (1847) ; id. Ibis

1867, p. 6; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 310.

Malacocercus caudatus {Dum&rit),' Blyth, Cat. p. 141 ; Horsf. Sr M
Cat. i, p. 223.

Chatarrhoea caudata {Dum.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 67 ; Hume, N. 8; E.
p. 274 ; Hume 8f Hendera. Lah. to Yark. p. 197, pi. ix ; Hume
Cat. no. 438 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 181.

Crateropus huttoni (Bh/th), Blanf. Ibis, 1874, p. 75 ; id. S. F. ii

p. 329
i

id. H. Pers. ii, p. 203, pi. xiii, fig. 1.

Chatorhea eclipes, Hume, S. F. v, p. 337 (1877) ; id. Cat. no. 438 ter.

ChatarrhsBa huttoni {Blyth), Hume, Cat. no. 438 his.

Argya caudata {Drap^, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 893; Gates in

Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 70.

Argya eclipes (Hume'), Sharpe, t. c. p. 394.

Argya huttoni {Blyth"), Sharpe, t. c. p. 394.

Crateropus caudatus (ikim.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 32.

The Striated Bvsh-Babbler, Jerd. ; Diimri, Hind, in the South ; Huni,
Tam. ; Hedo and Lailo, Sind ; Chilchil, Hind, in the N. W. P. ; Peng or

Chota-penga, Hindi ; Sor in the N.W. ; Chinna sida, Tel.
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Goloration. Whole upper plumage brown tinged with fulvous,

each feather with a dark brown shaft-streak ; wing- and tail-

coverts with only the shaft dark ; quills brown, lighter on the

outer webs ; tail olive-brown, cross-rayed, and the shafts very dark

;

chin and throat fulvous white ; lores brown ; ear-coverts rufescent;

lower plumage pale fulvous, albescent on the abdomen, and the

sides of the breast faintly striated.

Bill light brown, yellow at base below; legs and feet yellow;

claws fleshy brown ; iris brown or yellow (Bingham) ; iris red-

brown (Jerdori).

Length about 9 ; tail 4'7 ; wing 3'2 ; tarsus l-l ; bill from
gape 1.

With the large series of these birds now available in the British

Museum it is impossible to separate the bird into three races, and
it will be seen from Hume's Catalogue that this gentleman no
longer thinks it possible to do so.

Distribution. Every portion of India proper, from Sind to Bengal

and from the foot -of the Himalayas to theeitreme south of the

peninsula as far at least as the base of the Palni hills. This bird

also occurs in the Laccadives and in Ramesvaram Island. In the

north of India I have been able to trace it no further east than

Behar, but it is probably found as far as the longitude of Calcutta.

Blyth records it from Arakan and Thayetmyo, but it is probable

that he did so by some mistake.

To the west it extends into Persia.

Habits, Sfc. This Babbler is not addicted to grass jungle, but is

found in all sorts of country, even in gardens. It associates in small

flocks and has the habits of A. earlii. It breeds throughout the

greater part of the year, constructing its nest in bushes and laying

three eggs, which measure "82 by "64.

106. Argya gularis. The White-throated Babbler.

Ohatorhea gularis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 478 (1855) ; Jerd. This,

1862, p. 19 ; Blanf. Ibis, 1870, p. 466 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 124;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 639, pi. xlviii; Hume, Cat.

no. 439 bis ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 209.

Crateropus gularis {Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, p. 31.

Argya gularis (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 396.

Coloration. Forehead and a line on either side as far as the eye

grey, each feather with a black streak ; crown, hind neck, back,

and scapulars ruddy brown, the feathers with dark brown shaft-

stripes ; rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown, the latter with

faint stripes ; tail olive-brown, cross-rayed ; exposed parts of wings

oUve-brown, some of the greater coverts indistinctly dark-shafted ;

ear-coverts and sides of the neck ruddy brown ; lores black ; chin,

throat, cheeks, and upper breast white ; remainder of lower plumage

ferruginous.

I omitted to note the colour of the soft parts of this bird when

in Burma and no one else appears to have recorded them.
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Length about 10-5 ; tail 5-5; wing 3-2; tarsus 1-4; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. The yalley of the Irrawaddy river from Prome to

Bhamo.
Habits, ^c. This species is very common round Thayetmyo, living

in bamboo-jungle and entering compoundsand gardens. It associates

in small flocks, feeds on the ground, and is as noisy as its congeners.

107. Argya malcolmi. The Large Orey Babbler.

Timalia malcolmi, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 88.

Garrulus albifrona, Gray, in Hardio. III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 36, fig. 1

(1834).

Malacocercus malcolmi (Sykea), Blyth, Cat. p. 141 ; Horsf. S[ M. Cat.

i,
J.

218; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 64; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 310; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 180.

Argya malcolmi (%ftes), Hume, N. Sf E.^. 273 ; id. Cat. no. 436

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, -p. 398 ; Damson, S. F. x, p. 382 ; Dates in

Hume's N. ^ JE. 2nd ei. i, p. 72.

GhogoijSind. ; (rare^cre', Hind, in the N.W. P. ; Ooriffya, Can..; Kokatti,

Mahr. ; Verri-cMnda and Gowa-sida, Tel. ; Bhaina, Lucknow.

Coloration. Upper plumage dull brown, the feathers of the mantle
with dark centres ; forehead bluish grey with fine white shaft-

stripes ; lores dusky ; ear-coverts brown with pale shafts ; the three

outer pairs of tail-feathers white, the fourth pair with the outer

web whitish, and the remainder of the tail pale brown ; the central

tail-feathers cross-rayed ; wings dark brown, the earlier primaries

hoary brown on the outer webs, the others edged with the colour

of the back ; entire lower plumage, cheeks, and sides of neck
fulvescent, the throat and breast darker and washed with glaucous.

Iris bright yellow ; upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible,

legs, and feet fleshy, slightly tinged blue (Davison).

Length about 11 ; tail 5'5 ; wing 4*6
; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. A great portion of the peninsula of India. In the

north-west this Babbler appears to be rather rare. I have seen

specimens collected at Umballa in the Punjab and Sehwan in Bind.

At Sdmbhar and Abu it commences to be common, as also at Delhi.

Its extension to the east is not well indicated by the specimens I

have been able to examine, but it appears to be common at Allahabad
and it is probably found some distance further east. Southwards
it is spread over the whole peninsula as far at least as Mysore and
the Nilgiris. It, however, seems to be absent from certain tracts of

country, its distribution being, as Jerdon remarks, peculiar.

Habits, S;c. In the south of India this bird appears to be confined

to the jungle, but in the north it is found chiefly in fields and gardens.

It is a noisy chattering bird, associating in small flocks and taking

refuge in trees when disturbed. It breeds pretty well throughout

the year, constructing its nest in low branches of trees and shrubs

and "laying four eggs, which measure "99 by "77.
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108. Argya subrufa. The Large Eufous Babbler.

Timalia subrufa, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. x, p. 259 (1844).
Malacocercus subrufus (Jerd), Blyth, Cat. p. 141; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i,

Layardia subrufa {Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 66 ; Hume, Cat. no. 437
;

Butler, S. F. ix, p. 401; Damon, S. F. x, p. 382; Barnes, Birds
Bom. p. 181.

Argya subrufa (Jerd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 390; Oates in

Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 74.

Argya hyperythra, Sharpe, t. c. p. 390.

The Rufous Babbler, Jerd. ; Jungli-Khyr, Hind.

Coloration, i'orehead hoary grey with black shafts ; whole upper
plumage, tail, and exposed parts of the wings olive-brown with a
rufous tinge, especially strong on the outer webs of the quills, on
the tail, and on the upper tail-coverts ; lores brown; cheeks, sides

of head and neck oUve-brovvn tinged with rufous ; lower plumage
bright rufous, somewhat paler on the abdomen and sufiused with
brown on the thighs and under tail-coverts ; under wing-coverts

and edge of wing rufous ; tail slightly cross-rayed.

Tipper mandible, from gape to nostril, chrome-yellow ; rest of

upper mandible blackish brown ; lower mandible chrome-yellow
;

iris creamy white or pale yellow ; legs and feet dark yellowish

fleshy, pale reddish brown, greyish yellow (Davison).
' Length 10 ; tail 4-5

; wing 3-5
; tarsus 1*3; bill from gape 1.

Argya hyperythra, a species described by 8harpe in the ' Catalogue,'

cannot in my opinion be kept distinct. The two specimens upon
which the name vvas founded are certainly very rufous, but it is

only a matter of degree, and I believe that Sharpe himself now
doubts the validity of the species.

Distribution. The "Western Grh^ts from Coonoor and Kotagiri

on the Nilgiris to Khandala near Bombay.
Habits, iSfG. Davison remarks that this bird is quite a Malacoeercus

in habits and voice, but it keeps to much denser cover, being found
far away in forests, and the voice is softer and more subdued.

The nest of this bird is of the usual- form, made of leaves and
bound together by grass and creepers.

109. Argya longirostris. The Small Rufous Babbler.

Pyctorhis longirostris, Hodgs., Moore, P. Z. S. 1864, p. 104 ; Horsf.

^ M. Cat.\, p. 408; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 16; Hume, Cat. no. 386;
id. S. F. ix, p. 250, xi, p. 137.

Malacocercus (Layardia) ruhiginosus, Godwin-Austen-, P. Z. S. 1874,

p. 47 ; id. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 164, pi. v ; Hutne, S. F. iii,

p. 397; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, pp. 78, 202 ; xlvii,

pt. ii, p. 24 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 153.

Timelia longirostris (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 509.

The Larger Ydlow-eyed Babbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of the closed

wings deep reddish brown ; lores, cheeks, chin, and upper throat

white ; the whole lower plumage and the ear-coverts ferruginous,

becoming albescent on the abdomen ; tail cross-rayed.
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Legs and feet brown, darker on feet ; bill black ; iris white,

bluish white (Hume).

Length nearly 10 ; tail 4-6 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The Xepal Terai ; the Bhutan and Buxa Doars ;

Gowhatty ; Helem, Darrang district, Assam ; Sadiya ; Manipur ;

Cachar.

Habits, ^e. Godwin-Austen, who very rightly associates this bird

with the Malacoeerci, states that this species is essentially a gi-ass-

bird. It goes about in flocks of a dozen or so, flying through the

grass one after another in a scattered Une, and never abiding long

in one place. Hume, who found it to be common in Manipur
about the capital and the Logtak lake, says that it occurs about the

ditches with their high grass hedgerows. Except, however, in the

early moruings, it clings closely to the grass, showing itself but

little and not being easy to shoot.

Genus CRATEEOPUS, Swains., 1831.

The genus Crateropus differs from Argya in its shorter tail,

which is about equal in length to the wing, and in its stouter bill.

The tail is also much less graduated, the outer feathers being about
two thirds the entire length of the tail. In habits the two genera

are very similar, as also in their mode of nidification and the colour

of the egg.

Key to the Species.

a. Throat cinereous mottled with pale brown;
breast fulvous ashy C. canorus, p. 110.

b. Throat and breast dark brown or black with
ashy margins.

a'. Tail ashy and brown
;
primaries edged paler.

a". Ear-coverts blackish, strikingly difierent

to the rest of the head C. griseus, p. 112.
v. Ear-coverts of the same colour as the

rest of the head C striatus, p. 112.
b'. Tail rufous

;
primaries without paler edges,

c". Throat and breast mottled with brown . . C. somervillii, p. 113.
d'\ Throat and breast uniformly rufous. ... C. rufescens, p. 114.

c. Throat faint rufous, breast dark rufous C. cmereifrons, p. 114.

110. Crateropns canorus. The Jungle Babbler.

Turdus canorus, Linn. Syat. Nat. i, p. 293 dTCe).
Pastor terricolor, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. v, p. 771 (1836).
Malacocercus bengalensis, Blyth, Cat. p. 140 (1849).
Malacocercus canorus (i.), Horsf. Sr M. Oat. i, p. 220.
Malacocercus orientalia, Jerd. III. Ind. Orn. text to pi. 19 (1847).
Malacocercus malabaricus, Jerd. 111. Ind. Orn. text to pi. 19 (1847)

id. B. I ii, p. 62; Hume, N. Sf E. o. 272; id. Co<, no. 434;
Davison, S. F.x, p. 381 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 180.
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Malacocercus terricolor (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 59 ; Hvme, N. Sr

E. p. 269 ; id. S. F. i, p. 180 ; Oripps, S. F. vii, p. 278 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 432 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 179 j Hume, S. F. xi, p. 174.

Crateropus canorus (Linn.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 478 ; Oates in

Humes N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 74.

The Bengal Babbler, Jerd. ; The Jungle Babbler, Jerd. ; Cliatarhia,

Bong. ; Pengya-maina, Hind, in the Upper Provs. ; Sat bhai, Janglirkhyr,

Ghonghai, Hind. ; Pedda sida, Tel.

Coloration. Upper plumage, coverts, and tertiaries pale brown,
ciaereous on the head and rump, slightly fulvous on the upper
tail-coverts, the back with dark brown streaks and whitish shaft-

stripes ; tail brown, paler near the base and darker towards the

end, which is tipped white and cross-rayed; wings dark brown,

edged with ashy on the outer webs ; lores whitish with a narrow
black line above them ; sides of the head like the crown ; chin and

Fig. 30.—Head of C cattorus.

throat cinereous, faintly cross-barred darker ; breast fulvous ashy

with whitish shafts ; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts ful\ous,

the sides tinged with brown, and with faint-white shafts.

Iris yellowish white ; orbital skin pale yellow ; legs and claws

fleshy yellow (Oripps).

Length about 10 ; tail 4-3 ; wing 4-2; tarsus 1-3; bill from

gape 1"2.

It is impossible for any description to cover all the changes of

colour which this bird undergoes throughout the year from the

fresh moult to the time when the feathers get worn down. The
chief point to note about this species is that the chin and throat are

pale with no bars or marks of black or dark brown, as in the others.'

After carefully examining a very large series of this Babbler from

every part of India that it inhabits, I am unable to find that there

is more than one species or even race. Jerdon recognized two

species and he differentiated them precisely by those "characters

which are continually varying according as the plumage is fresh or

old. He states also that the bill of O. terricolor, the northern race,

is horny brown, but I find that this colour is the exception. Hume
notes on the label of a Punjab bird that the bill was fleshy white,

and of a Mount-Abu bird that it was whitish, and Bingham in the

same way states that a Delhi bird had it yellowish white.

Distribution. The whole of India from Sind to the extreme east

of Assam, and from the Himalayas down to. the extreme south of
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the peninsula. This bird appears to ascend the hUls to about 5000
feet of elevation or probably higher in the south.

Habits, S(e. Has much the habits of Airgya, but is arboreal, not

confining itself to any particular sort of jungle. It is very noisy

and goes about in flocks. Breeds from March to July and in the

south of India even in the dry weather up to December. The nest

is placed in thick low trees or in bushes or hedges, and the eggs,

generally three in number, measure 1-01 by •78. One or more
species of Cuckoos select the nest of this bird in which to deposit

their eggs.

111. Crateropus griseus. The White-headed Babbler.

Tardus griseus, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 824 (1788).

Malacocercus griseus (Gm.), Jerd. lU. Ind. Orn. pi. 19 ; Blyth,

Cat. p. 141 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 220 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 60; id.

Ibis, 1872, p. 307 ; Sume, iV. ^ JE. p. 271 ; id. Cat. no 433

;

Dawon, S. F. x, p. 381 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 179.

Crateropus griseus (Gm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 480; Oates in

Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed, i, p. 78.

Khyr, Hind. ; Chinda or Sida, Tel. ; Kalli-Kuravi, Tam.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, and round the eye

dingy greyish white, sometimes extending over the hind neck

;

upper plumage ashy brown, the feathers of the back with white
shaft-stripes and a black streak on both webs ; quiUs black, narrowly
edged on the outer webs with ashy ; tail ashy brown on the basal

half and dark brown on the terminal half, which is tipped with
whitish ; tail and tertiaries cross-rayed with blackish ; cheeks and
ear-coverts dark brown ; chin, throat, and breast black, with ashy
margins to the feathers ; middle of abdomen fulvous ; remainder
of lower plumage brown.

Legs, feet, claws, bill, and orbital skin dead white, slightly tinged

with yellow ; irifl creamy white (Davison).

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1"3 ; bill from gape -9.

This species is a fairly well marked one, being recognizable by
its whitish head and dark ear-coverts.

Distribution, Southern India from the extreme south up to about
a line drawn from EUore through Secunderabad to Belgaum.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds apparently throughout the year, constructing

a nest of grass-stems and roots in trees and bushes, not far off the
ground. The eggs measure "95 by "68.

112. Crateropus striatas. The Southem^Indian Babbler.

Malacocercus striatus, Swains. Zool. III. new series, pi. 127 (1831)

:

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 59; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 300 ; Holdsw. P. Z. S.

1872, p. 440 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 468, vii, p. 885 ; id.. Cat. no. 432
bis ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 494 ; Parlcer, S. F. ix, p. 479.

Crateropus striatus (Sw.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 481 ; Oates in
Hume's N. § JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 79.

Demelitcha, Ceyl. ; Punil, Tam.



OBATBROPirS. 11|

Coloration. Upper plumage and sides of head and neck brown,
the feathers of the head edged with cinereous, those of the back
with large whitish shaft-streaks, and a dark streak on each web ;

quills dark brown, edged with ashy on the outer webs ; upper tail-

coverts tinged with rufous ; tail dark brown, paler at base, cross-
rayed ; chin, throat, and breast very dark brown, sometimes almost
black, with broad ashy edges ; remainder of lower plumage dark
fulvous, the sides of the body tinged with brown.
Legs feet, claws, bill and orbital skin dirty fleshy white ; upper

mandible and claws tinged pale brown ; iris clear white (Davison).

Length about 10; tail 4; wing 4-2; tarsus 1-3; bill from
gape 1.

This species closely resembles C. canorus, from which it difiers

chiefly in the dark colour of the throat and breast.

Distribution. Ceylon, Eamesvaram, and part of Southern India.
There are many specimens of this bird in the British Museum,
collected at Coonoor and Ootacamund, on the Nilgiris, quite insepa-
rable from Ceylon birds.

Habits, ^e. Breeds in Ceylon from March to July, building its nest
in bushes and laying two or three eggs, which measure -96 by '72.

113. Crateropus somervillii. The Bufous-tailed Babbler.

Tiraalia somervillei, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1833, p. 88.

Malacocircus somervillei (Si/kes), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 219 ; Jerd.
B. I. ii, p. 63 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p.' 6 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii,

pt. ii, p. 177 ; Hume, N. ^ B. p. 273 ; Fairhank, S. F. iv, p. 358
;

Hume, Cat. no. 435 ; Vidal, 8. F. \x, p. 64 ; Barnes, Birds Bom,.

p. 180.

Malacocercus sykesii, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 63 (1863).
Crateropus somervillii (Sykes), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 482.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark brown, the feathers

with narrow pale edges ; lores white ; sides of the head and neck,

back, wing-coverts, and tertiaries paler brown tinged with rufous^

the feathers of the back with white shafts ; rump and upper tail-

feathers ferruginous ; tail reddish brown ; both tail and tertiaries

cross-rayed with blackish ; primaries and secondaries black ; chin

and throat dark brown, each feather with a broad ashy margin

;

breast brown with broad white shaft-streaks ; abdomen, vent, and
under tail-coverts deep ferruginous ; tail tipped paler below.

Bill greyish white ; iris yellowish white ; orbits yellow ; feet

and claws fleshy yellow (Hume Coll.).

Length about 10 ; taU 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1"3 ; bill from gape
1-1.

This species is the best defined of the genus and can be easily

identified by its rufous tail and deep ferruginous lower parts. A
specimen procured by Hume at Kollachal in the extreme south of

Travancore is remarkable for a number of rufous patches on the

neck and back.

Distribution. The Western Gh^ts and the country lying between
VOL. I. I
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them and the sea from Goa to a short distance north of the latitude

of Bombay. This Babbler occurs on Bombay Island. A specimen,

as mentioned above, procured at Kollachal in Travancore, is refer-

able to this species.

HabiU, Sfc. In the island of Bombay this bird breeds on the date-

palms growing on the hills of the east and west shores, but the

nest has not been described. Near Khandala Mr. E. Aitken found

a nest at the end of May with three much-incubated eggs of an

intense greenish-blue colour.

114. Crateropns rufescens. The Ceylonese Babbler.

Malacocercus rufescens, Blyth, J. A. S. JB. xvi, p. 453 (1847) ; id.

Cat. p. 141 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, p.. 497, pi. xxi, fig. 2.

Layardia rufescens (Blyth), Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 300 ; Legge, S. F.

iii, p. 368 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 386 ; id. Cat. no. 437 bis.

Crateropus rufescens {Blyth), Gates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 81.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage, ear-coverts, tail, and exposed

parts of wings rufous-brown ; lower plumage from the chin down-
wards ferruginous, becoming browner on the flanks, vent, and
under tail-coverts ; tail indistinctly cross-rayed.

Iris white, yellowish white, or greenish white ; biU orange-yeUow,

deepest on the basal half ; legs and feet dull chrome-yellow ; claws

yellowish horn; orbital skin and eyelid pale greenish yellow

{Legge).

Length about 10; tail 4'6 ; wing 4; tarsus 1"3; bill from
gape 1.

Distribution. The island of Ceylon, throughout the damper
portions.

Habits, Sfc. Appears to breed in May, and in one instance the

nest was placed among some creepers growing up a tree. The
eggs measure "94 by "74.

115. Crateropus cinereifrons. The Ashy-headed Babbler.

Garrulax cinereifrons, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 176 (1851) : id. Ibis,

1867, p. 300; Holdsw. P.Z.S. 1872, p. 448; Legge, Ibis, 1874,
p. 20 ; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 499, pi. xxii, fig. 2 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 384

;

td. Cat. no. 409 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 447.

Crateropus cinereifrons {Blyth), Gates in Hume's N. S/- E. 2nd ed i

p. 81.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and sides of the head cinereous,

shading ofi on the nape into the bright reddish brown which is

the colour of the whole upper plumage, tail, and visible portions of
the wings, except tlie outer webs of the first few primaries, which
are paler ; chin whitish ; reniainder of lower plumage rufous-
brown, darker on the sides of the body and on the under tail-

coverts.
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Iris white ; eyelid plumbeous ; bill black ; inside of mouth
greenish yellow; legs and feet plumbeous brown; claws dusky*
horny {Legge).

Length nearly 10; tail 4-3; wing 4-5; tarsus 1-5; bill from
gape 1'2.

Distribution. Ceylon, where it occurs in the humid parts up to

3500 feet of elevation.

Habits, Sfc. This bird is a true Grateropus in the structure of the
feathers of the head and in its general conformation. According
to Legge it is found in gloom and shade in the dampest forests in

troops of ten to twenty, and it is rery noisy.

GTenus POMATOEHINUS, Horsf., 1821.

The genus Pomatorhinus contains a large number of birds which

form a very natural group. Seventeen species inhabit the Empire.

In this genus the bill is quite as long as the head and frequently

much longer; it is very slender, much curved downwards and
compressed. The feathers of the forehead are short, rounded, and
close, as in the last two genera, but feathers do not grow on the

nasal membrane, which is perfectly bare. The tail is longer than

the wing and considerably graduated, the outer feather being two
thirds to three quarters the length of the tail. The feathers of

the crown are lengthened, and when erected, at such times as the

bird is excited, form a short crest.

All the species lay white unspotted eggs and their nests are

constructed on or very near the ground. They are noisy bii'ds,

but their notes are extremely pleasant. They are sociable and

have much the same habits as the Laughing-Thrushes.

Key to the Species.

a. With a white supercilium.

a'. Bill short and deep, about length of head.

a". Breast and upper abdomen white like

throat.

a'". Sides of neck chestnut, quite dif-

ferent to upper plumage.

a^. Chestnut of neck produced down
side of breast and abdomen as a

hand.

a'. This band streaked with white. P. schisticeps, p. 116.

¥. This band not streaked P. nucAalis, p. 117.

6*. Chestnut contined to side of neck. P. olivaceus, p. 118.

b'". Sides of neck rufascent, matching

upper plumage P. melanurus, p. 118.

e'". Sides of neck black or brown.

c'. Sides of neck and breast deep black. P. horsfieldii, p. 119.

d*. Sides of neck and breast brown,

nearly concolorous with upper

plumage -P. obscums, p. 120.

i2
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b". Throat white and breast ferruginous.

cC". Crown of head black P.ferruginoms, p. 120.

e'". Crown of head of same colour as

upper plumage.
e*. Breast pale ferruginous P. dlbigularis, p. 121.

f . Breast bright ferruginous P. phayrii, p. 121.

c". Throat white and breast striped with
olive-brown P. ruflcollis, p. 122.

b'. Bill long, slender, much compressed, about »

half as long again as head.

d". Throat and breast white.

f". Upper plumage bright ochraceous . . P. ochraceiceps, p. 123.

/". Upper plumage olive-brown P. auateni, p. 123.

e". Throat white, breast pale ochraoeous. . P. atenorhynchiis,^. 124.

6. With no white supercilium.

c'. Bill short, not longer than head.
/'. Sides of neck and body chestnut P. erythrogenyg, p. 124.

(l". Sides of neck and body olive-brown . . P. maccleUandi, p. 125.

d'. Bill long and coarse, longer than head;
sides of breast deep slaty grey.

h". Sides of head not streaked with white. P. hypoleuats, p. 126.
»". Sides of head streaked with white .... P. tickeUi, p. 127.

The first ten species are characterized by a shorter bill (fig. 31 ).

Kg. 31.—Head of P. schisticeps.

116. Fomatorhinus schisticeps. The Slaty-headed

Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus schisticeps, Sodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 181 (1836) ; Blyth,
Cat. p. 146; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.i, p. 234; Jerd. B. I. ii, -p. 2Q

;

Swm,N. ^ £. p. 260; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 132,
pi. iii; Hume, Cat. no. 402; Saulliy, S. F. viii, p. 288; Hume,
S. F. ix, p. 261 ; Oates, B. B. i. p. 72 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 411 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 148 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed.

1, p. 81.

Pomatorhinus leucogaster, Gould, P. Z. S. 1837, p. 137 ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 146 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 30 ; Hume, Cat. no. 403.
Pomatorhinus pinwilli, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 413 (1883).

The Slaty-headed Scimitar Babbler, Gould's Scimitar Babbler, Jerd. •

Pabdoa, Beng. ; Phoyeum-pho or Pharreeum-pho, Lepch. ; Bhidkuroh of
the Parbuttiahs.

Coloration. Porehead, crown, and nape dark slate-colour, the
shafts darker; upper plumage and wing-coverts rufescent olive-

brown ; a very distinct supercilium, reaching from the nostrils to
the nape, white ; lores and ear-coverts black ; chin, throat, cheeks,
breast, and abdomen M'hite ; a large patch on the side of the neck



P0MAT0KHINT7S. Il7

produced down tlie sides of the breast and abdomen chestnut

;

the portion below the neck streaked with white ; sides of the body,
vent, and under tail-coverts dusky olive-brown.

The colour of the crown varies much, being frequently the same
colour as the back or very little darker. An indistinct rufous

collar is sometimes present on the hind neck in birds from Assam
and Tipperah.

Bill horny yellow ; the base of the upper mandible dusky ; iris

reddish cream-colour ; feet plumbeous, the soles yellowish ; claws

livid horny {Scully).

Length about 10 ; tail 4-5 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from gape
1-2.

On examining the large series of this bird in the British Museum
which has become available since Sharpe wrote his Catalogue of

this family, it seems quite impossible to recognize P. pinwilli as a
species or even as a race, all the characters pointed out as belonging

to it being shared by others throughout the Himalayas to Assam.
Simla birds are no doubt small, but the size increases gradually,

ranging, as regards the length of wing, from 3-6 at Simla to 4-4 in

Arrakan.
Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Simla to Sadiya,

and through the hill-tracts of Eastern Bengal, Tipperah, Oachar,

and Manipur to Arrakan.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim from April to June, constructing a
cup-like nest of grass and leaves on or near the ground in brush-

wood and thick grass. The eggs, usually four in number, measure
1 by -73.

117. Pomatorhinus nuchalis. TJie Tweeddah Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinua achisticeps, Kodgs. apud Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 121,

Pomatorhinus leucogaster, Gould, apud Blyth 8f Wald. Birds Burnt.

p. 113 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466 ; Sume § Bav. 8. F.

vi, p. 282.

Pomatorhinus nuchalis, Tweedd. A. M. N. H. (4) xx, p. 535 (1877)

;

Hwrm Sr Dav. 8. F. vi. p. 284; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 134;

Hume, Cat. no. 403 ter ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 261 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 71

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 413.

Coloration. Eesembles P. schisticeps. Differs in not having any
white streaks on the sides of the breast and abdomen, and in. having

the culmen black only in the immediate vicinity of the nostrils and

not, as in P. scJiistieeps, over the basal half.

In this species the rufous collar on the hind neck is generally

well indicated.

BiU orange-yeUow ; the base of the lower mandible and the gape

dusky ; inside of mouth flesh-colour ; iris pale yellow ; eyelid and

ocular region pale lavender ; legs dusky plumbeous ; claws horny

brown.
Length about 9 ; tail 3-9 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from

gape 1*2.
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Distribution. T have examined specimens from Thayetmyo, the

Karen hills east of Toungngoo, Karennee, the pine-forests of the

Salween river, Pahpoon, and the Tonzalin river.

118. Pomatorhimis olivaceus. The Tenasserim Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus olivaceus, Blyth, J. A. S. 5. xvi, p. 451 (1847) ; Hume,
S. F. V, p. 137 ; Davison, S. F. v, p. 458 ; Hume ^ Sat: S. F. vi,

p. 283 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 138 ; Hum^, Cat. no. 403
bis ; id. S. F. ix, p. 117 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 180 ; Oates, B. B.
i, p. 70 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 4l4 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f B. ^

2nd ed. i, p. 82.

Coloration. Eesembles P. scMsiieeps. Differs in wanting the
chestnut band down the sides of the breast and abdomen, the
chestnut being confined to the neck-patch, and in having the bill

black only in the immediate vicinity of the nostrils.

As in P. nuehalis the rufous collar on the hind neck is generally
distinctly indicated.

Iris bright yellow ; bill deep yellow, dusky green at base above

;

legs and feet plumbeous ; claws homy {Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 9 ; tail 4-1; wing 3-6; tarsus 1-2; bill from gape 1-2.

Distribution. Tenasserim, from Moulmein down to its extreme
southern point and thence extending into the Malay peninsula.

Habits, (Sfc. Both Davison and Bingham found the nest of this

species in Tenasserim, the former in January, the latter in March.
The nest found by Davison was globular with the entrance at the
side, the one found by Bingham was cup-shaped ; both were on
the ground in thick jungle. The eggs in both cases were three
in number, and measured on the average 1 by "TS.

119. Pomatorhinus melanuriis. The Geyhnese Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinua melanurus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 451 (1847) ; id.
Cat. p. 146 ; Hurne, S. F. i, p. 437 ; Legye, S. F. iv, p. 245
Whyte, 8. F. v, p. 202 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, H>is, 1878 p. 1.32

'

Hume, S. F. vii, p. 383 f id. Cat. no. 404 bis; Legge, Birds Cei/l

p. 501 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 414 ; Oates in Hume's N. & B
2nd ed. i, p. 83.

,

Coloration. Forehead, lores, ear-coverts, and beneath tiie eye
black

;
a white supercilium from the nostrils to the nape bordered

above by dark brown or black ; crown and nape rufpscent brown •

upper plumage, sides of neck and body, vent, and under tail-coverts
rufous-brown ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen pure white ; tail
blackish, washed with ferruginous near the base.

Iris brownish red, dull red, or reddish brown ; orbital skin and
eyelid dull blue ; bill gamboge-yellow, more or less blackish from
the forehead to a short distance in front of the nostril ; legs and
feet plumbeous or greenish plumbeous, feet generally more bluish
than tarsi; claws dusky, pale horn at base {Legqe).

Length about 8'5; tail 3-6; wing 3-5; tarsus 1-2; bill from
gape 1'2.
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The ear-coverts are occasionally streaked with white and the
edges of the breast and sides of neck are also streaked with the
same. The head and upper plumage vary a good deal in depth of
colour, the crown being occasionally a very dark brown or blackish,

but afterexamining a very large series I am of opinion that all the
Ceylon birds are of one species.

This bird has the same general character of plumage as the
three preceding ones, but it differs in not having any chestnut on
the side of the neck, the sides of the neck as well as the edges of
the breast being of the same rufous-brown as the upper plumage.

Distribution. Confined to Ceylon.
Habits, d/-c. Breeds from December to February, constructing a

nest made of leaves and grass on a bank in jungle-. The eggs
measure "97 by "7.

120. Fomatorhinns horsfieldii. TJie Southern Sdmitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus horsfieldii, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89; Blyth, Cat.

p. 146 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 234 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 31 ; Hume, N.
^ E. p. 250 ; Morgan, Ibis, 1875, p. 320 ; Wardlaio Ramsay, Ibis,

1878, p. 136 ; Hume, Cat. no. 404 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 376

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 415 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 178

;

Oates in Hime's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 84.

Namala-pitta or Dasari-pitta, Tel.

Coloration. The upper plumage dark olive-brown with a tinge of

rufous, the head darker and frequently mottled with black ; a white

supercilium from the nostril to the nape, edged with black above ;

chin, throat, breast, and the centre of the abdomen white ; lores,

under the eye, the ear-coverts, the sides of the neck, and a band

bordering the breast and abdomen black ; sides of the body, vent,

and under tail-coverts slaty brown ; tail and wings dark brown,

washed on the outer webs with the colour of the back.

Iris dark maroon-brown ; legs and feet greenish plumbeous ; bill

yellow, dusky at base of the lower mandible {Butler) ; iris crimson

(Davison).

Length about 10 ; tail 4 ; wing 4; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from gape 1-2.

Distribution. Travancore, the Palni hills, the Nilgiris, Coorg, and

the hill-ranges of the western coast as far as Mahableshwar, the

most northern locality from which I have seen a specimen. This

bird is found up to 8000 feet. It, however, occurs at lower levels,

being found at Belgaum and even at Malwan on the sea-coast.

Blyth records this species from Cuttack and Ball from Orissa

south of the Mahanadi, and Goomsur. Jerdon states that it is

found in the Eastern Ghdts and in the heavy jungles of Central

India.

Habits, 6^c. Breeds from December to May, constructing a globular

nest of grass and leaves on the ground among the roots of bushes

or on the side of a bank, laying from three to five eggs which

measure 1-08 by "77.
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121. Fomatorliinus olDSCums. Hum^s Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus obacurus, Hume, S. F. i, p. 7 (1873) ; Butler, S. F. iiij

p. 471 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 137 ; Hume, Cat. no. 40*
ter ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. -vii, p. 416 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 178.

Coloration. Eesembles P. Jiorsjleldii. DifPers in being everywhere

of a much paler colour, a sort of earthy brown, with the sides or

the head slightly darker than the other parts, and in being withoul

the black band which in the other species borders the white breasc

and abdomen.
Legs and feet greenish plumbeous ; iris dark red ; bUl dirty

yellow, black at base above {Hume). ^
Length about 10; tail 4-1; wing 4; tarsus 1-3; bill froJ

gape 1'2.

From the examination of a large series of specimens of both

species in the British Museum it is quite certain that P. obscurus is

not a larger bird than P. horsfieldii, as was asserted by Hume when
he described the former species. The bill of P. obscurus is perhaps

the larger of the two if an average is taken, but it is by no means
a feature to be depended on. The chief point to rely on in dis-

criminating this bird is the absence of the black border to the

white of the lower parts.

JDistribution. I have examined specimens of this species from
Khandala, Matheran, Bombay, Khandesh, Abu, and Seoni. At
Abu it is found only on the mount and not in the plains, and its

true home appears to be the Vindhya and Satpura ranges as far

east as Seoni.

Habits, Sfc. Butler remarks that this species, unlike P. horsfieldii,

is not gregarious, but occurs singly or in pairs. The notes of the

two species appear to be alike.

122. Pomatorhintis ferruginosus. The Coral-billed

Scimitar Bahbler.

Pomatorhinus ferruginosus, Blytli,J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 697 (1845) ; id.

Cat. p. 146 ; Harsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 236 j Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 29

;

Htme, N. # JE. p. 249 ; Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 134,
pi. iv, fig. 1 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 75 ; Hume, Cat.
no. 401 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 288 ; Shaiye, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 422

;

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 146 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 86.

Pomatorhinus ruhiginosus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 273 (1866).

Kong-Kohut or Poniorui-Mt, Lepch. ; Bhotetet, Bhut. ; Pot-gongor,
Uaphla.

Coloration. The feathers of the forehead rufous and lengthened

;

crown, nape, lores, under the eye, the ear-coverts, and a patch
behind them black ; a distinct supercilium to the nape, the chin
and the cheeks, as far back as the ear-coverts, white ; the upper
plumage, the tail, and the visible portion of the closed wings olive-

brown, tinged with rufous ; chin and throat white ; breast and
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centre of upper abdomen bright ferruginous ; remainder of lower
parts olive-brown.

Bill coral-red ; legs greenisli brown ; iris red-brown (Jerdon) ;

iris pale greenish yellow (Godw.-Austen).
Length about 9 ; tail i'S ; wing 3'6 ; tarsus 1"2

; bill from
gape 1"3.

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Nepal to Assam, where it

was procured by Godwin-Austen in the Daphla and in the

Eastern Naga hills.

Habits, 4re. Breeds in Sikhim in May, constructing an egg- or

cone-shaped nest of grass, leaves, and fibres on the ground or low
down in a bamboo-clump. In a nest found by Gammie there were
four eggs, which measured 1-08 by "8.

123. Pomatorhinus albigularis. Blyth's Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus alhogularis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 274 (1855)

;

id. Birds Burm. p. 113; Wardlaw Ram&ay, Ibis, 1878, p. 135,

pi. V, fig. 1 ; Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 281, 614 ; Hume, Cat. no.

401 quat. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 74; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 423.

Pomatorhinus marias, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4), xv, p. 403(1875); Waid.
in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 113 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 404 ; v, p. 136.

Coloration. Upper plumage, the tail, and the exposed parts of

the closed wings uniformly olive-brown tinged with rufous, the

head slightly darker as a rule ; a distinct supercilium from the

nostrils to the nape, rufous near the bill and white elsewhere,

bordered above by a distinct black band extending to the forehead

;

lores, under the eye, the ear-coverts, and a continuation of them
down the sides of the neck black ; chin and throat white ; cheeks

and lower plumage pale ferruginous, the sides of the body, vent,

and under tail-coverts olive-brown.

Legs and feet pale greenish brown, sometimes a dingy brownish

green ; bill vermilion-red ; iris creamy white (Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 10; tail 4-2; wing 3-8; tarsus 1-4; bill from

gape I'l.

Distribution. The Toungngoo and Karen hills ; the neighbour-

hood of Muleyit and Nwalabo mountains in Tenasserim, extending

down to Tavoy. This bird is found at all elevations up to 6000

feet.

124. Pomatorliinus phayrii. Phayre's Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus phayrii, £/y<A, J. A. S.B. xvi, p. 462 (1847) ; id. Cat.

p. 146 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 103 ; Jerd. Ibis,

1872, p. 301 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 113 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis,

1878, p. 135, pi. iv, %. 2; Hum£ ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 279 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 401 bis; Oates, B. B. i, p. 73 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 422 ; Hume, 8.F. xi, p. 147.

Coloration. Kesembles P. albigularis. Differs in having the

upper plumage of a greenish tint with no trace of rufous, ic the
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black border over the snpereilium being very narrow and in some
cases almost obsolete, and in the lower plumage being of a much
deeper ferruginous.

Bill coral-red ; iris lemon-yellow ; legs brown with a tinge of

greenish (Gockburn) ; iris yellowish white {Hume) ; iris pale yellow

( Godw.-Aiisten).

Length about 9-5; tail 4; wing 3-5; tarsus 1-3; bill from
gape 1"2.

Distribution. Moflong, Assam; Shillong and Cherra PooJijee

;

Ndga hiUs ; Manipur ; Arrakan.

125. FomatorMiius ruficollis. The Rufous-necked
Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus ruflcoUis, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 182 (1836); Blyth,

Cat. p. 147 ; Horsf. 8r M, Cat. i, p. 236; Jerd. B. I. \\, p. 29:
Hume, N. ^E. p. 249 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 160

;

xlv, pt. ii, p. 75 ; Wardlaw Mamsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 188 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 400; Sculhj, S. F. viii, p. 287; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 426 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 146 ; Oates in Hum,e's N. ^ E. 2iid ed.

i, p. 87.

Pomatorhinus stridulus, Swinh. Ibis, 1861, p. 265.

Moh-mera, Angami Naga ; BMakuroh of the Parbuttiahs.

Coloration. Upper plumage, tail, and visible portions of closed

wings rufescent olive-brown ; a broad white supercilium from the
nostrils to the nape ; lores, under the eye, and the ear-coverts

black ; sides of the neck bright ferruginous, this colour frequently

passing round the hind neck and forming a collar ; chin, throat,

and cheeks white ; lower throat, breast, and centre of abdomen
white, streaked with olive-brown ; sides of the abdomen and breast,

the vent, and the under tail-coverts plain olive-brown.

In some birds the streaks on the breast are rufous, and this is

especially the case in specimens from China ; also, but in a less

degree, in specimens from the Himalayas. Toung nestlings have
the whole breast rusty.

Bill horny yellow, paler at the tip, and the base of the maxilla
and basal three fourths of culmen brownish black ; iris varies from
pale red to crimson ; eyelid plumbeous ; feet grey or greenish
plumbeous ; claws brownish horny (Scully).

Length about 7"5 ; tail 3-5 ; wing 3-1 ; tarsus 14 ; bUl from
gape -9 to 1-2.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam (where
Godwin-Austen obtained it in the Daphla and Ndga hills); Shillong;

Manipur. This species also occurs in China.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in April and May, constructing a domed nest
of grass, fern, and bamboo-leaves on the ground and laying five

eggs, which measure '95 by "68.

The next three species are very closely allied, but may be known
by their longer, very slender, and more curved bill (fig. 32).
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126. Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps. Lloyd\ Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps, Wald.A.M. N.H. (4)xii,p. 487 (1873);
Wald. in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 113 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 282

;

Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 465, pi. xiii, 1878, p. 136 ; Hwme
4" Dav. S. F. vi, p. 281 ; Hume, Cat. no. 401 ter ; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 73 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 417.

Coloration. Upper plumage bright ochraceous, the inner webs of

the quills pale brown ; tail paler ochraceous, the terminal halves

of the feathers suffused with brown ; feathers at the base of the

upper mandible and the lores black ; a narrow supercilium extend-

ing to the nape, white ; ear-coverts rich hair-brown ; chin, tliroat,

breast, and centre of abdomen pure white ; sides of the abdomen,

Y ent, and under tail-coverts ochraceous.

Fig. 32.—Head of P. ochraceioeps.

Legs, feet, and claws pale dingy green or greenish brown ; bill

bright vermilion-red ; shelf of nostrils black ; the iris much varied,

being pale greyish brown, very pale yellowish red, light indian-

red, and pinkish yellow {Hume Sf Davison) ; iris pale straw-yellow

( Wardlaw Bamsay).
Length nearly 10; tail 4-3 ; wing 3-6; tarsus 1-3; bill from

gape 1"4.

Distribution. The Karen hills and Karonnee ; Muleyit mountain
in Tenasserim above 3000 feet.

127. PomatorhillTlS austeni. Austen's Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus austeni, Hume, S. F. x, p. 152 (1881) ; Sharpe, Cat. B.
M. vii, p. 418 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 148.

Coloration. Resembles P. ochraceiceps. Differs in having the

upper plumage olive-brown, with merely a tinge of ochraceous on

the head and neck only, and in having the sides of the body, vent,

and under tail-coverts olivaceous.

Legs and feet pale grey-brown, with a dull green shade, or

greyish olive ; claws light brown or horny yellow, brownish

towards tips ; soles yellowish ; bill coral-red to orange-vermilion

;

iris pale buff, or very pale orange, or white with an orange tint

{Hume').

Length about 10; tail 4-6; wing3'5; tarsus 1*3; bill from

gape 1"5.

Distribution. The only specimens of this bird knovm are those

procured by Hume in Eastern Manipur, where he states it was

common in the higher forests.
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128. Pomatorhinus stenorhynchus. The Narrow-hilled

Scimitar Babbler,

Pomatorhinus stenorhynchus, Godwin-Austen, J. A. S. B. xlvi, pt. ii,

p. 43 (1877) ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 342 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis,

1878, p. 135, pi. V, fig. 2 ; Hume, Cat. no. 401 quint. ; Godw.-

Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 17 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 424.

Coloration. Resembles P. oehraceiceps. Differs in being of a

paler ochraceous above and in having the lower parts, except the

chin and throat, suffused with ochraceous or rufous buff.

Bill bright orange-red; legs and feet homy grey {Godwin-

Austen).

Length about 8; tail 4-1; wing 3-5; tarsus 1-2; bill at gape

1"3 to 1'5 ; the female appears to be rather smaller than the male.

Distribution. The type of this species was procured at Manbum
Tila on the Tenga Pani river near Sadiya, in Assam, at 8000 feet.

Hume obtained it from Tippook, and I have seen a specimen

which is labelled " Naga Hills."

The next four species have coarser bills, and two of them are

sometimes placed in the genus Orthorhinus of Blyth.

129. Pomatorhinus erythrogenys. The Busty-cheeked

Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus erythrogenys, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 173 ; Gould,

Cent. pi. 55 ; Blyih, Cat. p. 140 ; Horsf. f M. Cat. ii, p. 235

;

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 31 ; Stol. J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 37 ; Godw.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 269 ; Hume, JV. ^ E. p. 251

;

Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 287 ; Wardlaio Eamsay, Bns, 1878, p. 142

;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 634 ; Hume 8^ Dav. 8. F. vi,

p. 285 ; Hume, Cat. no. 405 ; SuuUy, 8. F. viii, p. 288 ; Dates,

B. B. i, p. 75 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 430 ; Oates in Hume's JV.

4- E. 2nd ed. i, p. 87.

Pomatorhinus ferrugilatus, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 180 (1836).

Ban-lmhra, at Mussoorie ; Yongohut-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Upper plumage, tail, and the exposed parts of closed

wing olive-brown ; lores white streaked with grey ; some white

feathers on the eyelids ; a moustachial stripe, red near the bill and
then black ; forehead, ear-coverts, sides of the neck, thighs, and
under tail-coverts chestnut ; sides of breast and body chestnut

washed with olivaceous ; chin, throat, centre of breast, and abdo-

men white, the chin and throat striped with very pale grey.

Nestlings are rufous all over except on the throat.

Legs and feet brownish fleshy; bill light horny; iris light

greenish white, yellowish white, very pale yellow {Hume); iris

pearly white (Davison).

Length about 11 ; tail 4; wing 4; tarsus 1"5; bill from gape
1-5.

The above description applies to birds collected in the Himalayas

west of Nepal, whence the type of Vigors's P. erythrogenys came.
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All birds from this region, without exception, have the chin
and throat white, very sparingly streaked with pale grey. In the
countries east of Nepal all birds have the chin, throat, and upper
breast dark grey streaked with white. So constant are these
characters that the tract from which a specimen came can be in-

stantly known by a glance at the bird.

"When we come to Nepal we find a mixture of both races.

Hodgson's collection contains both, but he only figured the
grey-throated one. Scully only obtained the grey-throated race

in the Nepal valley, but the only two specimens of his that I
have been able to examine are not nearly so dark as Sikhira

examples, and the same may be said of Hodgson's. Mandelli's

Dolaka (E. Nepal) specimens are identical with Sikhim ones,

being quite as dark. It thus appears that in Nepal there is an
intermediate race, and under these circumstances I have not thought
it proper to keep the north-west race distinct from the Sikhim one,

but it will probably have to be done hereafter when a complete
Nepal series is available for examination. The existing Nepal
series is a very bad one.

The Tenasserim bird appears to be distinct, being a small bird

with the wing 3'5 and tail 3-7 ; and the whole chin and throat are

pure white without a trace of grey. I have, however, examined
only one specimen, and these characters may not be constant *.

The black cheek-stripe is present in all the races and is certainly

not a character possessed only by the male. It is found in all

well-prepared skins of both sexes.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree to Bhutan ; the Khasi
hills J Bhamo; the pine-forests of the Salween valley; Thatone,
Tenasserim. This species appears to be found at all elevations

from 2000 to 10,000 feet or even higher.

Habits, 4'c. Breeds from April to June, constructing a domed
nest of grass and leaves on the ground or in a thick bush close to the

ground. The eggs, three or four in number, measure 1*11 by '8.

130. Fomatorhiiius macclellandi. McClelland's

Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus macclellandi, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 32 (1863) (descr. nulla)
;

Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 103 (1870) ; Jei-d, Ibis,

1872, p. 302 ; Godw.-Aust J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 177 ; Wardlaw
Ramsay, Ibis, 1878, p. 143; Hume, 8. i^. iii, p. 412; id. Cat.

no. 404 quat. ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 431 ; Hume, 8. F. xi,

p. 149.

Pomatorhinus gravivox, David, Ann. 8ci. Nat. xviii, art. v, p. 2

(1873).

Coloration. Upper plumage, tail, exposed parts of closed wings,

* Count Salvadori has recently sent me another specimen, procured by
Fea in Karennee. It agrees exactly with Hume's Tenasserim bird both in

dimensions and colour. The Count has named this race P. imberbis (Ann.

Mus. Civ. St. Nat. (Jenova (2) vii, p. 410, 1889), but too late for the name
to be more than noticed here.
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and sides of the neck olive-brown ; point of the forehead rufous ;

lores whitish in front, blackish behind ; cheek-stripe black ; ear-

coverts chestnut ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen white, the

upper breast with a cross band of triangular black spots ; sides of

body olive-brown ; thighs and under tail-coverts deep chestnut.

Legs and feet pale brown ; upper mandible dark brown, lower

pale homy drab ; orbital skin and bare space behind eye leaden

dnsky ; iris reddish or salmon-white, yellowish white, or very pale

yellow (Hume); iris lemon-yellow (OocJchurn).

Length about 9 j tail 3-6; wing 3'4; tarsus 1-3; bill from gape
1-3.

Distribution. The National , Collection contains a large series

collected by Hume in Manipur and another by Cockburn at Shil-

long. The only other example is a bird which Sharpe assures

us is Jerdon's type from Dibrugarh in Assam. This species has

been obtained by Godwin-Austen in the Barail range and in the

!Naga hills.

131. Pomatorhinus hypoleucns. The Arrakan
Scimitar Babbler.

Orthorhinus hypoleucus, Myth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 371 (1844) ; Hume,
Cat. no. 405 bis.

Pomatorhinus hypoleucus (BlytK), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 597 ; id.

Cat. p. 146 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, 'p. 236 ; Bhjth, Birds Bwm.
p. 113 ; Hume, S. F, iii, p. 411 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv,

pt. ii, p. 75 ; id. Proc. A. S. B. IfilT, p. 147; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis,

1878, p. 140; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vh, p. 428 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 75.

Pomatorhinus albicollis, Horsf., Gray 8/- Mitch. Gen. Birds, i. p. 229,
pi. 57 (1846).

Pomatorhinus inglisi, Hume, S. F. v, p. 31 (1877) ; Sharpe, Cat. B,
JM. vii, p. 429.

Orthorhinus inglisi {Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 405 ter ; id. S. F. ix,

p. 253 ; xi, p. 152.

Fig. 33.—Head of P. hypoleucus.

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-brown, deeply tinged with
rufous on the tail and exposed parts of closed wings ; ear-coverts

and cheeks greyish brown ; lores grey ; a line commencing above
the eye, passing over the ear-coverts and terminating in a broad
patch behind them bright rusty ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen
white ; sides of breast deep slaty grey streaked with white ; the
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breast with a few small spots of slaty grey ; sides of body and
the thighs rufous-ashy ; under tail-coverts ferruginous.

Bill pale greenish or greyish horny j legs and feet pale silvery

leaden j iris brown (Hume).
Length about 11 ; tail 4'5 ; wing 4'3 ; tarsus 1'5 ; bill from

gape 1'8.

The young bird wants the bright rusty colour on the side of the
head.

There has been a good deal of controversy regarding this bird.

After studying the series in the British Museum, consisting of

about a dozen skins, I have arrived at the conclusion that P. inglisi

is the young bird, and P. hypoleucus the adult. The series contains

intermediate specimens showing a perfect gradation between the
two supposed species.

Distribution. Assam from the Daphla hills to Sadiya ; the Gdro,
Khasi, and Ndga hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan.

132. PomatorMnus tickelli. TidkelVs Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus hypoleucus (BlytK), apvd Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 273
(1876).

Pomatorhinus tickeUi, Blyth, Tickell, Ibis, 1883, p. 113 (descr. nulla)
;

Wardlaw Bamsmj, Ibis, 1878, p. 142; Oates, B. B. i, p. 76:
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 429.

Orthorhinus tickelli, Sume, S. F. v, p. 32 (1877) ; Hume Sf Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 285 ; Hume, Cat. no. 405 quat. ; Bingham, 8. F. ix,

p. 181 ; Hume, 8. F. ix, p. 253 ; xi, p. 163.

Coloration. Upper plumage rich olive-brown, deeply tinged with
rufous on the tail and exposed parts of closed wing ; lores, cheeks,
and ear-coTerts rufescent ; a patch of deep rufous on the side of
the neck behind the ear-coverts; a line commencing just over the
eye, passing over the ear-coverts and terminating in the neck-
patch, rufous, the feathers with central white streaks, increasing in

size posteriorly, and extending to the sides of the neck and shoulders

;

chin, throat, breast, and centre of abdomen white suffused with
a pink tinge ; sides of the breast deep slaty grey streaked with
white ; thighs and sides of body rufous-ashy ; under tail-coverts

ferruginous.

The legs and feet yary a good deal, being pale bluish green, very
pale brown, or pale whitish blue ; the upper mandible pale brown,
the lower mandible pale whitish blue ; iris, pale to dark brown and
brownish red ; naked patch behind eye flesh-colour, more or less

strongly tinged blue (Hume df Davison).

Length nearly 12; tail 4-3; wing 4; tarsus 1-6; bill from
gape 1"8.

Distribution. Tenasserim from Thatone to Tavoy among the

higher hill-ranges, extending eastward to the valley of the Thoung-
yeen.

Habits, Sfc. Mr'. Davison remarks :—" This Babbler I always found
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in thick forests, usually in pairs, but occasionally in small parties.

It keeps much more to the ground than any Pomatorhinus, hopping
about in a very ungainly manner."

Genus XIPHORHAMPHUS, Blyth, 1843.

This genus merely differs from Pomatorhinus by its, excessively

long and still more slender bill. Only one species is known.

133. Xiphorhamphus superciliaris. The Slender-hilled

Scimitar Babbler.

Xiphirhynchus superciliaris, Blyth, J. A. S. S.xi, p. 175 (1842).
Xiphorhamphus superciliaris (Blyth), Bh/th, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 947

;

id. Cat. p. 147 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 238 ; Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 33

;

id. 111. Ind. Orn. pi. 49 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 198
;

KurM, Cat. no. 406; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 433 ; Hume, S. F.
xi, p. 153 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 89.

Karriok-tamveep, Lepch.

Kg. 34.—Head of X. superciliaris.

Coloration. Lores black ; chin and upper throat white streaked
with ashy ; with these exceptions, the whole head is slaty grey
with white tips to the feathers at the side of the crown, forming
an interrupted white supercilium from the forehead to the nape

;

upper plumage bright rufous-brown ; tail dark brown or blackish,

the outer webs on their basal halves washed with the colour of the
back; wings dark brown, the outer webs olive-brown, and the
tertiaries rufous-brown; breast and abdomen ferruginous; sides

of the body, vent, and under taU-coverts rufous-brown; thighs
plumbeous.

Bill dusky black, plambeous at the tip ; legs leaden brown ; iris

red-brown (Jerdon).

Length nearly 9; tail 3-6 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1-2; bill from gape
to tip straight 2-3.

Distribution. This bird occurs in Sikhim. Hodgson figures the
bird and nest, but his notes show that his specimens were procured
in Sikhim and not in Nepal. The only other locality from which
the species is known is the Manipur hills, where Godwin-Austen
obtained it on the Konchungbum Peak.

Habits, ^-c. Breeds in Sikhim in May and June, constructing a
globular nest of leaves and grass on the ground or in thick bushes or
tufts of grass. The eggs are pure white, and measure 1-03 by -72.
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Fig. 35.

—

TiTTielia pileata.

Subfamily TIMELIIN^.

The second subfamily of the Crateropodidce comprises a number
of small birds which have close affinities for each other.

The Timeliince agree in being solitary in their habits, or rather

they are less gregarious than the Orateropodince. Some of them are

said to go about 'in small flocks, but this is by no means a general

or usual character with them. They are above all things skulkers,

frequenting the ground or underwood, and being seldom found
many feet above the ground. They are not remarkably noisy, and
they evade observation to the best of their power.

All the Timeliince lay spotted eggs, so far as is known, except

Sfachyrhis, the birds of which genus have their eggs unspotted

white. The removal of these into the Orateropodinw hereafter may
TOL. I. K
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be possible when the colour of the eggs of all the other genera is

known ; but at present the position of the genus is uncertain, and

I have placed it in the present subfamily provisionally.

In none of the Timeliinae is the head crested ; the feathers of

the crown are frequently lengthened and erectile, but in no case

do they form a full crest.

In the Timeliince the sexes are invariably alike. They possess

to the fullest degree the characters of the typicai Craterojiodidce,

namely the short, rounded wing and the strong feet. The young

birds resemble the adults from the earliest age, more closely so,

indeed, than any other group of birds I am acquainted with.

In India this subfamily is represented by 25 genera, of which

four are now proposed to be separated for the first time, and by

53 species.

Key to the Genera.

a. Tail much longer than the wing.

a'. Shafts of feathers of crown rigid and
glistening.

a". Bill as long as head, deep and black. Timelia, p. 131.

6". Bill shorter than head, slender and
pale colom-ed Dttmbtia, p. 133.

6'. Shafts of feathers of crown soft ancl

not separable from webs,
e''. Wing about three and a half times

length of tarsus ; bill notched. . . . Gampsobhynchus, p. 134.

d". Wing about two and a half times
length of tarsus; hill entire Ptctobhis, p. 137.

b. Tail equal to, or shorter than, wing, hut
always much longer than half the wing,

c'. Bill stout and straight ; base of culmen
straight ; closed bill deeper at middle
than at nostrils.

e". Nostrils long, protected by an over-
hanging membrane.

a . Riotal bristles weak or moderate,
a*. Wing and tail about equal in

length Pbllobneum, p. 139.
M. Tail much shorter than wing.

a^. Rictal bristles shorter ; upper
plumage plain Dbymocataphus, p. 144.

6°. Eictal bristles longer; upper
plumage squamated Cobythocichla, p. 148.

6'". Rictal bristles long and strong,

c*. Tail shorter than wing by not
more than length of hind toe . Gypsophila, p. 149.

d*. Tail shorter than wing by much
more than length of hmd toe.

c'. Wing more than three times
length of tarsus Maiacoptbbum, p. 150.
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d'. Wing less than three times
length of tarsus.

a°. Tail more than twice tarsus. Ebythbocichla, p. 152.

¥. Tail equal to twice tarsus . Tkichostoma, p. 153.

/". Nostrils small ovals, exposed, pierced
in anterior corner of membrane . . Tubdinits, p. 153.

d'. Bill stout and curved ; culmen regularly

curved from its base ; biU deepest
at nostrils.

g". Nostrils long, overhung by a large

and prominent membrane,
c'". Nostrils not overhung by hairs . . Thbinqorhina, p. 155.

d". Nostrils overhung by hairs .... Alcippb, p. 156.

h". Nostrils oval, exposed, pierced in

anterior corner of membrane .... Bhopocichla, p. 159.

e'. Bill slender and pointed; its length
from forehead to tip longer than hind
toe.

i". Nostrils long and covered by a large

membrane.
e'". Oulmen very gSntly curved

throughout Stachybhis, p. 161.
/'". Culmen quite straight throughout. Stachybidopsis, p. 164.
g"' . Basal half of culmen straight,

terminal half slightly curved . . Oyanodbbma, p. 166.

K'. Nostrils oval, exposed, pierced in

anterior corner of membrane .... Mixoenis, p. 166.

/'. Bill short and blunt ; its length from
forehead to tip less than hind toe.

?'. Nostrils not overhung by hairs.

h"'. Tail and wing about equal in

length ; bill stout Sch(Enipabtjs, p. 168.

i'". Tail considerably shorter than
wing ; bill slender SiTTlPAEtrs, p. 171.

»i''. Nostrils overhung by hairs.

h'". Bill narrow; rictal bristles short;

hind claw very large, as long as

hind toe Pbopabus, p. 173.

V". BiU broad; rictal bristles long;

hind claw moderate, shorter than

hind toe Liopabus, p. 174.

. Tail less than half the wing.
g'. Bill as long as or longer than head,

curved downwards '. Kimatob, p. 176.

h'. BiU half length of head, straight Tuedintjlus, p. 176.

Genus TIMEIIA, Horsf., 1821.

The genus Timelia contains only one species, and is characterized

by the peculiar rigid shafts of the feathers on the forehead ^B
crown, and by its deep black bill. The tail is longer than the

wing and much graduated, the outer feather reaching to the middle

of the tail. ,,

k2
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134. Timelia pileata. The Bed-capped Babbler.

Timelia pUeata, Horsf. Trans. lAnn. Soo. xiii, p. 151 (1821) ;
Blyth.

Cat. p. 149 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 237 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 24

Sume, N. ^ E. p. 246 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 118 ; OaUs, S. F. v, p. 162 _

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 634 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 267 ; Oates, B. B. p. 44 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 507 j Oates

in Humis N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 90.

Timelia bengalfinsis, Qodwin-Austen, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 143

(1872) ; Oates, S. F. vii, p. 41 ; Cripps, S. F. vii,*p. 277 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 396 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 143.

Timelia jerdoni, JfaW. A. M. N. H. (4), x, p. 61 (1872); Bl. ^
WaM. Birds Burm. p. 114.

I'he Bed-capped Wren-Babbler, Jerd,

Fig. 36.—Head of T.

Coloration. Porehead and a streak on each side over and past

the eye white ; lores black ; crown deep rufous ; ear-eoverts white
in front, ashy behind ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings
olive-brown, tinged with fulvous, the mantle suffused with ashy
and with blackish shafts ; tail dark brown, cross-rayed ; cheeks,

chin, and throat white ; breast white, with distinct narrow black

shaft-lines ; sides of neck deep grey, produced down the sides of

the breast; remainder of lower parts ferruginous, tinged with
olivaceous on the sides of the abdomen.

Birds from the Himalayas, Assam, and Manipur have the lower
parts more olivaceous and less ferruginous than those from other

parts.

Javan birds have a very narrow white forehead, but differ in no
other respect from Indian and Burmese specimens.

Bill black ; iris dark red ; eyelids dark bluish grey ; mouth
black ; legs purpurescent-brown ; claws horn-colour.

Length 7 ; tail 3'2
; wing 2'5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 'TS.

Distribution. The plains and lower hills along the border of
Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, extending up the Assam valley to
Sadiya. This bird is found over a considerable portion of Bengal.
Thence it occurs in all the countries to the east and southwards
throughout Burma as far as the central portion of Tenasserim. It
is found in Siam and Cochin China, and although not known to
occur in the Malay peninsula it reappears in Java.

Habits, 4'c- This Babbler inhabits by preference extensive grass
plains, but it is also found, though in fewer numbers, in bush-
jungle and in the vicinity of villages. It is an active, bright bird,



DUMETIA. 133

creeping about grass near the ground, and seldom showing itself

but frequently uttering its pleasant notes. It breeds in May and
June, constructing a domed nest of grass either on the ground or
in a fork of a bush near the ground. The eggs, three in number,
are white, speckled with brown, and measure "71 by '58.

Genus DUMETIA, Blyth, 1849.

This genus, which contains two common Indian species, resembles
Timelia very closely in structure, especially .in the stiffness of the
shafts of the feathers of the forehead and crown. The essential

difference between the two genera is that in Dumetia the bill is

much smaller, more slender, and of a pale colour, and in Timelia
larger, deeper, and black.

Key to the Species.

a. Chin and throat rufous D. kyperythra, p. 133,
b. Chin and throat white D. albigidaris, p. 134.

135. Dumetia hyperythra. The Rufous-helloed Babbler.

Timalia hyperythra, Franklin, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 118.
Dumetia hyperythra {FranU.), Blyth, Cat. p. 140 ; Je)-d. B. 1. ii,

p. 26 ; Kume, N. § E. p. 246 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 213 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 397 ; 8harpe,Cat. B. M. vii, p. 515 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 176

;

Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd od. i, p. 92.

Coloration. Forehead and anterior half of the crown reddish
brown, the feathers of the former part rigid, pointed, with large
fulvous streaks, and with the shafts black when viewed in certain

lights ; feathers round the eye white ; upper plumage, tail, and
exposed parts of wing olive-brown, the tail cross-rayed ; cheeks
and near the eye fulvous with paler shafts ; ear-coverts somewhat
paler than the upper plumage and with pale shafts ; entire lower
plumage bright fulvous.

Legs and feet very pale fleshy ; bill livid pale horuy ; iris light

brown {Hume Coll.).

Length about 5'5 ; tail 2-6 ; wdng 2'2 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from
gape "6.

Distribution. This bird has a large range. In the south it is

found at Khandala on the west and throughout the Grodavari valley

on the east. Thence, going north, it is spread throughout the

Central Provinces, Central India, Chutia Nagpur, the North-West
Provinces, and ptot of Bengal up to the lower valleys of the

Himalayas from Eumaon to Sikhim. Specimens have been col-

lected at Pareshndth hill and in Midnapur and Birbhum, but not
in Lower Bengal. Its western limits are not traceable with any
accuracy, but it occurs at Mhow, and probably Delhi wall prove
another point on its western boundary.

Habits, 4'o. This species occurs in small parties and has much the

habits of Argya, frequenting bushes and feeding on the ground.
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It breeds from June to August, constructing a ball-shaped nest of

grass on or near the ground in bushes. The eggs, four in number,

are white speckled with red and measure '67 by '53.

136. Dumetia alMgiilaris, The Small White-throated Babbler.

MalacocercuB P albogularis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 453 Q847).
Dumetia albogularis (BlytK), Blyth, Cat.j. 140 ; Smsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 403 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 26 ; Swme, N. $E. p. 247 ; id. Cat. no. 398

;

Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 505 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. -vii, p. 514 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 177.; Oates in Hume's N. 8/- E. 2nd ed. i, p. 94.

The White-throated Wren-Babbler, Jerd. ; Pandi-jitta, Tel. ; Batitchia

Ceyl.

Fig. 37.—Head of B.

Coloration. "Resembles D. Jiyperythra. Differs in having a white

chin and throat.

This bird varies a good deal throughout its extensive range.

From Mount Abu and Deesa down to Mahableshwar the greater

number of birds have nearly the whole crown deep rufous vsdth

pale shaft-streaks and the shafts themselves more or less black.

In Mysore and the Wynaad the rufous is restricted to the fore-

head, the feathers having intensely black shafts, and all the white
feathers of the throat having conspicuously black shafts. Ceylonese
birds resemble the Mysore and Wynaad ones, but the throat is

vdthout the black shafts so conspicuous in the latter. The iris also

varies : Ceylon, greyish olive or white {Legge) ; "Wynaad, white
(Davison) ; Deesa, dark brown (Butler).

Bill, legs, and claws pinkish fleshy ; the upper mandible along
the culmen as also the claws tinged with brown (Bavison).

Length nearly 6; tail 2-7; wing 2-2; tarsus -75; bill from
gape '6.'

Distribution. From Sdmbhar, Abu, and Deesa down the western
portion of the peninsula to Ceylon. The most eastern locality

where this species has been obtained appears to be Goona, whence
King records it. It is found up to 3000 feet of elevation or even
higher.

Habits, Sfc. Similar to those of the preceding. This bird breeds
from April to July, in the same manner as the last species. The
eggs measure '72 by '51.

Genus GAMPSORHYNCHUS, Blyth, 1844.

The present genus contains two species peculiar to India. "Very
little is known about their habits and nothing whatever about their
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nidification. The young birds deviate considerably from the adult

in the colour of their plumage, more so than is usual in this sub-

family. Pending a better acquaintance with them, their position

at present appes^rs to be in the TimeliincB.

They are birds of rufous or golden-brown plumage with white
heads. The bill is about half the length of the head and very

shrike-like ill shape. The rictal bristles are very long. The tail

is much longer thanthe wing and much graduated, the outer feather

extending over less than two thirds of the tail. They appear to

be frequenters of thick jungle and to creep about in the manner
of the TimeliincB,

Key to the Species *.

a. Tail tipped with yellowish buff; upper plumage
golden brown Q, rufuhts, p. 135.

h. Tail tipped with white ; upper plumage rufous

brown 6. torquatw, p. 136.

137. Gampsorhynchus rufulus. The White-headed
Shrilce-Babbler.

Gampsorhynchus rufulus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B, xiii, p. 371 (1844) ; id.

Cat. p. 150 ; Horrf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 171 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 14
Blyth Sf Wald. Birds Burm. p. 109; Wald. Ibis, 1875, p. 460
Qodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 73 ; Hnme, Cat. no. 384
Oates, B. B. i, p. 40 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 386 ; Hvme, S. F.
xi, p. 135.

The White-headed Shrike- Thrush, JevA.; CJiongto-phep-pho, li&^h.

Kg. 38.—Head of G. nifi

Coloration. The whole head, neck, and breast white ; the

anterior rictal bristles black with white bases, the hindmost one

entirely white; upper plumage, tail, and exposed part of vidngs

golden brown, except the lesser and median coverts and the edge of

the wing which are white
;

quills dark brown ; tail edged interiorly

and tipped with yellowish buff ; lower plumage pale fulvous.

Bill dusky horny above, pale beneath ; legs reddish horny ; iris

orange-yellow in some, straw-yellow in others (Jerdori).

* Here should be noticed the Thamnocataphus picatus. Tick., of Jerdon (B. I.

ii. p. 13), which turns out to be a well-inown South-African Bush-Shrike (cf.

Sharpe, Oat. B. M. vii, p. 324, note). -Tiokell appears to have received the skin

from some European correspondent, to have got it mixed- up with his Indian

collection and then to have described it as Himalayan.
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Length about 10 ; tail 4-7 ; wing 3-9 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from
gape 1.

The young bird has the forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, and
sides of the head and neck bright chestnut ; the eye with a ring of

white feathers round it ; the fulvous of the lower parts extends

up to the breast and frequently to the throat ; the white on the

wing is wanting and the tone of the whole plumage is more rufous.

The young bird commences to assume the white head in January
by the gradual acquisition of new feathers, and the white head of

the adult does not appear to be entirely acquired till May, or when
the birds are about one year old. The white wing-patch comes on
last of all, and there is no sign of it till the head is nearly wholly
white.

There is a young bird in the British Museum which was just

able to fly and was killed in Sikhim in July.

Distribution. The lower ranges and valleys of Sikhim ; Sadiya
and Tippook in Assam ; the Daphla hills ; the Garo hills ; Arrakan.

138. Gampsorhynchus torquatus. The Ring-necked Shrike-Bahbler.

Gampsorhynchua torquatus, Hume, Proa. A. S. B. 1874, p. 107 ; id.

8. F. n, p. 446 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1875, p. 362 ; Hunw ^
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 258 ; Hume, Cat. no. 384 bis ; id. S. F. viii,

p. 168 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 178 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 387 ;

Oates, B. B. \, p. 41.

Coloration. Adult. The whole head and neck, chin, throat, and
upper breast white ; lesser and median coverts and edge of wing
also white; upper plumage rufous-brown, the outer webs of the.
earlier primaries and the tips of the others hoary grey; tail brown,
washed with rufous on the outer webs, tipped with white, and the
inner webs partially bordered with white; lower plumage pale
fulvous, the sides of the neck with some rufous and blaokish
marks.

Bill greyish homy or fleshy white, with, in some cases, a dusky
line on the culmen; legs and feet greyish white, or slaty white, or
fleshy white with a blue tinge ; iris pale to bright golden (Hume
6( Bavison).

Length about 10; tail 4-8; wing 4; tarsus 1-1; bill from
gape 1.

The youngest bird that I have been able to examine resembles
the adult in having a white head, but there are some rufous-brown
feathers on the nape and hind crown ; there is also a very complete
black collar across the chest, dividing the white of the throat from
the fulvous of the breast, and the white wing-spot is entirely
absent. ^

This collar gradually disappears, but traces of it are found on
the sides of the neck for a long time.

The nestling bird probably has the crown of the head of the
same colour as the upper plumage.

Distribution. From the Toungngoo hills and Karennee to the
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central portion of Tenasserim. This species has been found also

at Perak, but the bird from this place has been separated by
Sharpe, unnecessarily in my opinion.

Habits, ^c. There is nothing known about this or the preceding
species, except that they have both been procured in bamboo and
bush jungle and in evergreen forest.

Genus PYCTORHIS, Hodgs., 1844.

This genus is almost peculiar to India, one species only ranging

into Siam. It is characterized by a very short deep bill without a
notch ; oval and exposed nostrils ; and a long tail much graduated,

the outer feather reaching to about the middle of the tail. All the

species are birds of very neat plumage, and they have pretty notes,

which at the breeding-season almost constitute a song.

Key to the Species.

a. Bill black ; forehead plain rufous.

a'. Nostrils yellow P. siiiemis, p. 137.

b'. Nostrils black P. nasalis, p. 138.

b. Bill yellowish brown ; forehead black with ashy
margins P. altiroatris, p. 139.

139. PyctorMs sinensis. The Yellow-eyed Babbler.

Parus sinensis, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 1012 (1788).

Timalia hypoleuca, Franklin, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 118.

Timalia bicolor, Zafr. Mag. de Zool. 1835, text to pi. 39.

Timalia horsfieldii, Jard. Sf Selhy, III. Om. pi. 119.

Chrysomma sinense (Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 150; Sorsf. Sr M. Cat. i.

p. 230.

Pyctorhis sinensis (Gm.). Jerd. B. I. ii,p. 15; Hume, N.SfB. p. 237;
Anders. Yunnan Bxped., Aves, vi. QS7 ; ITume, Cat. no. S85; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 46 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 510 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.

p. 174 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 136 ; Oates in Sume's iV. ^ E. 2nd ed.

1, p. 95.

Gal-chasm or Bidal-chasm, H. in the South ; Barorpodna, H. in the

N. W. P. ; Yerra KalirjiUa, Tel. ; MuUala, Sind.

Kg. 59.—Head of P. sinensis.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, ear-coverts, and sides of

the neck rufescent brpwn, changing to cinnamon on the tertiaries

and the outer webs of the other quills; lores, a short eyebrow
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the feathers on the eyelids, chin, throat, cheeks, and breast pure

white ; abdomen, vent, flanks, and under tail-coverts pale fulvous

J

tail very faintly cross-rayed. '

Iris pale orange-yellow ; eyelids deep orange ; bill black, yellow-

ish at the nostrils ; legs pale orange-yellow ; claws pinkish ; mouth
yellow in winter, black in summer.

Length about 7 ; tail 3'4 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus 1 ; J)ill from
gape -6.

Distribution. Every portion of the Empire, in the plains and
lower hills, except Ceylon and Tenasserim south of Moulmein,
but extending into Siam. This bird appears to be found in the hills

up to an elevation of 5000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Frequents every description of jungle except thick

forest, but is more abundant perhaps in heavy grass than elsewhere.

This bird is generally seen singly or in pairs, creeping about the

vegetation near the ground and occasionally mounting to the top of a
stem of grass or a branch to look round and utter its note. It breeds

from May to September, constructing a deep cup-shaped nest of

blades of grass and fibrous bark, which is attached to a few stems

of grass or placed in a branch of a low tree. The eggs, three or

four in number, are pinkish white blotched with red, and measui-e
•73 by -59.

140. Pyctorhis nasalis. The Ceylon Yellow-eyed Babbler.

Pyctorhis nasalis, Legge, A. M. N. H. (6) iii, p. 169 (1879) ; id.

Birds Ceyl. p. 512, pi, xxiv ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 73 ; id. Cat. no.
385 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 512 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E.
2nd ed. i, p. 98.

Coloration. Eesembles P. sinensis. Differs in having the nostrils

black like the bill (instead of yeUow) ; in having more white on
the side of the head j and in having the tertiaries and the outer
webs of the other quills rufous like the back and not cinnamon-
coloured.

Iris golden yellow ; eyelid chrome-yellow ; loral skin, which is

perceptible through the feathers, greenish yellow ; bUl and nostril

black ; legs and feet dull yellow ; extremities of toes dusky ; claws
dusky horn-colour {Legge).

Of the same size as P. sinensis.

This species is not a very marked one ; but the points of differ-

ence indicated above seem always to hold good in specimens from
Ceylon. In dry skins, however, the yellow colour of the nostrils is

not always apparent, and the identification of the species then rests

almost entirely on the colour of the exposed parts of the closed
wings.

Distribution. Ceylon.

Habits, S^c. Apparently the same as those of the preceding species.

Breeds from February to May. The eggs measure -78 by '58.
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141. Pyctorhis altirostris. Jerdon's Babbler.

Chrysomma altirostre, Jerd. Ibis, 1862, p. 22 ; Oodw.-Aust. A. M.
N. H. (4) xvii, p. 34; Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 504.

Pyctorhis altirostris {Jerd.), Blyth Sf Wald. Birds Burm. p. 117

;

Godw.-Aiut. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii. pp. 74, 197, pi. ix ; Blanf. 8. F.

V, p. 246 ; Oates, 8. F. v, p. 249 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii,

pt. ii, p. 23 ; Sume, Cat. no. 386 bis ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 206 ; id.

B. B. i, p. 47 ; Shar'pe, Cat.B. M. vii, p. 512 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 138.

Pyctorhis griseigularis, Hume, 8. F. t, p. 116; id. Cat. no. 366 ter
;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 174.

Coloration. Torehead and a broad stripe to the eye hoary grey

with black centres ; lores grey ; sides of head and neck greyish

brown tinged with rufous, more hoary round the eye
;

' whole
upper plumage deep reddish brown, brighter on the tail and ex-

posed parts of wings ; chin, throat, cheeks, and upper breast gray;

remainder of lower surface bright buff.

Upper mandible pale horn-colour, lower pinkish flesh-colour

;

iris haael-brown ; eyelid and orbital skin greenish yellow ; legs

and feet pinkish brown ; claws pinkish horn-colour.

Length about 6-5 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus "9
; bill from

gape "55.

Distribution. Mangrdni between Sukkur and Shikarpur in Sind

;

Bhutan and Buxa doars; the Bishnath plain and Sibsdgar in

Assam ; Thayetmyo ; the plains of Pegu between the Pegu hills

and the Sittoung from Kyeikpadein to Toungngoo.
Habits, dfc. This bird is confined to vast plains of elephant-grass.

It is a very difficult bird to observe ; it creeps quietly through the

clumps of grass and is seen for an instant only as it flies from
one clump to another. It has a peculiar note, very different to

that of P. sinensis.

Genus PELLOENEUM, Swains., 1831.

The genus Pellommm contains seven species which are almost

exclusively Indian and greatly developed in the Eastern portion of .

the Empire.
In Pellorneum the tail and wing are about equal in length ; the

bill is about three fourths the length of the head, straight and
notched at the tip ; the nostrils are not overhung by hairs and the

rictal bristles are extremely short. The breast is streaked ; in five

species very distinctly so, in the other two obsoletely.

The habits of all the species, so far as is known, are similar and

may be dealt with here to avoid repetition. These Babblers are

found solitary or in pairs in thick brushwood and neglected gardens,

or places in fact which are not open and exposed. They are almost

always seen on the ground and they utter a series of very pretty

notes as well as harsh ones. Their nests are domed and built on

the ground with one doubtful exception.
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Key to the Species.

a. Mantle streaked.

a'. Forehead and eyebrow with black

shaft-streaks P. mandeUii, p. 140.

b'. Forehead and eyebrow with only a few
black specks at the ends of the feathers. P. minus, p. 141.

b. Mantle not streaked.

c. Breast boldly streaked with brown.
a". Crown rufous P. rufioeps, p. 141.

6". Crown chestnut P. subuchraceum, p. 142.

c". Crown brown P. palustre, p. 143.

d'. Breast with only a few obsolete stripes

at the sides.

d". Throat and breast brown P. fmcieapUlum, p. 143.

e". Throat and breast white P. 'ignotum, p. 144.

142. Fellomeimi mandeUii. MandelWs Spotted Babbler.

Hemipteron nipalense, Hodya. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844,

desc. null.) ; Mume, S. F. i, p. 493.

Pellorneum mandeUii, -Bfare/. J.A.S.B. xli, pt. ii, p. 165, pi. vii

(1872) ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 298 note; id. S. F. xi, p. 144; Oales in

Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 99.

Pellorneum nipalense (JSodgs.% Hmine, N. Sr E. p. 248 ; Blanf. S. F.
Tiii, p. 181 ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 188 ; id. Cat. no. 399 bis ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 618.

Pellorneum pectoralis, Oodwin-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 41
(1877) ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 340 ; id. Cat. no. 399 sept.

Fig. 40.—Head of P. manddlii.

Coloration. Torehead, crown, and nape rufous-brown ; the
feathers of the forehead with black shaft-streaks ; a line from the
forehead over the eye white, with the tips of the feathers black •

this line produced to the nape and uniform creamy-white behind •

ear-coverts rufous, margined below by a narrow dusky line ; chin
throat, and cheeks white ; the feathers of the hind neck and sides
of the neck with the outer webs blackish, the inner creamy yellow

;

back, wing- and tail-coverts and tertiaries olive-brown with paler
margins ; rump and tail plain olive-brown, the latter very deli-
cately tipped with whitish ; wing-feathers dark brown, the outer
webs the colour of the back, and those of the earlier primaries
tinged with grey ; lower plumage fulvous, the breast, sides of body,
and under tail-coverts with large black streaks ; centre of abdomen
streakless ; [sides of bodj and flanks olivaceous.
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Legs and feet fleshy creamy-white; upper mandible brown;
lower mandible greenish-horny, yellow at base; iris dull hazel
{Hume).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2-7 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
gape "8.

Distribution. The lower hills of Nepal and Sikhim ; the Bhutan
and Buxa doars ; Dibrugarh district, Assam ; Khdsi, Graro, and
N. Cachar hills ; Manipur. In the British Museum there is a
specimen labelled ' Grurwhal,' but this locahty I think requires

confirmation.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to J uly, constructing a loose domed
nest of moss, leaves, and fibres on the ground. The eggs, three in

number, are white speckled with chocolate or purplish brown and
measure "87 by •67.

143. PellorneTiin minus. SJmrp^s Spotted Babbler.

Pellorneum minor, Sume, S. F. i, p. 298 (1873) ; iii, p. 120.

Pellorneum intermedium, Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. vii, p. 519, pi. xiii,

fig. 1 (1883) ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 67 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ.

Gen. (2) iv, p. 597.

Coloration. Eesembles P. mandellii. Differs in having a more
slender bill ; the black streaks on the forehead more sparse ; the

eyebrow more distinct, with only one or two black specks on it just

in front of the eye ; the outer webs of the feathers of the hind
neck rufous-brown, not blackish ; the streaks on the breast nar-

rower and paler.

Legs fleshy yellow ; bill dusky, yellowish at the base below
(Hume).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2*6; wing 2-6; tarsus 1; bill from
gape -75.

Hume first named this species from a specimen sent to him by
Teilden from Thayetmyo. His type is in the British Museum,
and he correctly described it as being like P. mandellii in having
the sides of the head behind the ear-coverts and nape olive-brown,

margined more or less broadly on one web with rufescent or buffy-

white. He, however, afterwards allowed himself to be persuaded

that his bird was nothing but P. subochraeeum, a totally different

type of Pellorneum with no white^edged feathers behind the nape.

Sharpe, in the absence of Hume's type, very rightly gave a name
to the Cachar bird, which is identical with the Thayetmyo one.

Hume's name, however, has priority by ten years, and I am
glad to be able to reinstate it.

Distribution. Cachar ; Tipperah ; Bhamo ; Thayetmyo. Pro-

bably widely distributed.

144. Pellorneum ruficeps. The Spotted Babbler,

Pellorneum ruficeps. Swains. Faun. Bor,-Am., Birds, p. 487 (1831) ;

Blyth, Ca«. p. 145; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 224; Jerd. B.I. ii.
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p. 27 ; Hrnie, N. ^ E. p. 248; Ball, 8. F. ii, p. 409; Hitme, Cat.

no. 399 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 376 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 520;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 177 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 100.

The Spotted Wren-Bahhhr, Jerd. ; Adavi-UJm-jittu, Tel.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dull rufous ; whole

upper plumage and exposed parts of wings, sides of neck and the

tail olive-brown, the latter very narrowly tipped white ; lores

and an indistinct supercilium dull creamy white ; sides of the head

paler rufous than the crown, mottled with black round the eye,

and the ear-coverts streaked with brown ; chin, throat, and cheeks

white ; lower plumage white or pale fulvous white, boldly streaked

with black on the breast and sides of the abdomen and suffused

with olivaceous on the flanks and thighs ; under tail-coverts brown

edged with white.

Specimens from Coorg, the "Wynaad, and Travancore are more

richly coloured and have more black on the sides of the head than

birds from elsewhere.

Iris in the adult crimson-lake, in the immature bird cinnamon-

brovra ; legs, feet, claws, and lower mandible fleshy white ; upper

mandible dark brown (Davison).

Length nearly 7"5 ; tail '2-8 ; wing 2-9 ; tarsus 1-05 ; bill from

gape "9.

Distribution. The peninsula of India as far north as Nandurbar
in Khandesh on the west and extending to Pareshndth and the

Kajmehal hills on the east.

Habits, Sfc. Miss Cockburn, the only person who has found the

nest of this bird, states that at Kotagiri it nests in March and April.

The nest is a meagre structure of dry leaves and grass with a

canopy over the eggs, and placed on the ground under a bush.

The eggs are greenish white, speckled with lilac and purplish

grey ; one egg measured -SS by "65.

145. Pellorueum suboohraceum. The Burmese Spotted Babbler.

Pellorneum subochraceum, Swinhoe, A. M. N. H. (4) vii, p. 257
(1871) ; Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, pp. 386, 452, pi. x; Hume ^ Dav.
S. F. vi, pp. 278, 514 ; Hume, Cat. no. 399 sex ; Oaf.es, B. B. i,

p. 66 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 521 ; Sahadori, Ann. Mus. Civ.

Gen. (2) v, p. 605 ; Oates in Hume's N'. §• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 100.

Pellorneum mmor, Hume, apud Oates, S. F. iv, p. 406 ; v, p. 154.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape light chestnut, the
feathers of the forehead with black shafts and tips ; lores fulvous
white with black shafts ; a broad superciliary streak to the nape
creamy white or pale buff ; the feathers immediately over the eye
tipped brownish ; ear-coverts and under the eye fulvous surrounded
by dusky ; upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of wings olive-

brown, the outer webs of the primaries tinged with oclu'aceous,

the tail narrowly tipped with white ; chin and throat white ; lower
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plumage light fulvous, the breast and sides of the body streaked
with dark brown; centre of the abdomen whitish; under tail-

coverts fulyous with large central brown marks.
Iris red ; upper mandible dark brown, lower yellow at base,

changing to light brown at tip ; mouth flesh-colour ; eyelids green-
ish ; legs light brownish yellow ; claws flesh-colour.

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
gape '8.

Distribution. Pegu and Tenasserim, alike in the plains and in

the lower hills. This bird extends down the Malay peninsula.

At Thayetmyo and in the extreme northern portion of Pegu it

appears to be replaced by P. minus.

Habits, ^c. Breeds from March to June, constructing a small
domed nest of leaves and grass on the ground, generally under
shelter of a bush, and laying three eggs which are whitish, very
thickly speckled with reddish brown and purple ; they measure -82

by -62.

146. Pellorneum palustre. The Marsh Spotted Babbler.

Pellorneum palustre, Jerd., Gould, Birds Asia, iii, pi. 65 (1872);
Hume, S. F. 1, p. 4 (1873) ; Oodw.-Attst. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 142 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 300 ; Blanf. Ibis, 1873, p. 215 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 399 quat. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 522 ; Hume, S. F.
xi, p. 146. ^

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-brown, the forehead tinged

with bright rufous produced back over the lores; tail and the
outer webs of the wing-feathers rufous ; lores white ; cheeks white
barred with brown ; ear-coverts rufous, with paler shafts and
mottled with brown ; chin, throat, and a broad line down the

centre of the breast and abdomen white; the remaining lower
plumage rich ochraceous bufi ; the whole breast and the sides of

the body with long, broad, distinct dark brown streaks; under
tail-coverts rich ochraceous.

The colour of the bill, iris, &c. does not appear to have been
recorded. In the dry skin the upper mandible is dark brown, the

lower pale brown ; the legs yellowish brown.
Length about 6; tail 2"6; wing 2-6; tarsus 1-1; bill from

gape -7.

Distribution. Khdsi hills ; North Sylhet; Sadiya. Apparently
found near swamps.

147. Pellorneum fascicapillum. The Brown-capped Babbler.

Drymocataphus fuscocapillus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 815 (1849)

;

id. Cat. p. 340.

PeUomeum fuscicapillum (Blyth), Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 301 ; Hume,
8. F. i, p. 299 note ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 510, pL 23, fig. 1 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 399 quint. ; Oates in Hume's N. 8r E. 2nd ed. i, p. 102.

Scotocichla fuscicapilla (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B, M. vii, p. 523.

Batiiehia, Oeyl.
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Coloration. Porehead, crown, and nape dark chocolate-brown,
the shafts fulvous ; upper plumage dark olive-brown, the tail tipped

narrowly with ochraceous, the feathers of the wing-coverts and
back with pale shafts, and the edges of the primaries tinged with
rufous ; lores, sides of the head and neck, and the whole lower
plumage sienna-brown, the sides of the neck and breast with
obscure dark striations on some of the feathers, the striations occa-

sionally almost entirely absent.

Some birds have the crown and upper plumage paler, and these

seem to be found in the northern part of Ceylon only ; others

having these parts darker are found in the south-western and
central portions of the island only.

The iris varies from light reddish to dark red ; eyelid olivaceous ;

upper mandible deep brown with a pale margin, lower flesh-colour

;

Iggs and feet brownish fleshy; claws pale brownish (Legge).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2-5 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from
gape '8.

Distribution. Ceylon, up to 6000 feet or more of elevation.

Habits, ^e. A nest found in Ceylon, said to have belonged to this

bird, was cup-shaped, loosely constructed of inoss and leaves, and
placed in a bramble about three feet from the ground.

148. Pellomeum ignotum. The Assam Babbler.

Pellorneum ignotum, Sume, S. F. y, p. 334 (1877) ; id. Cat. no. 399
ter &.;id.S. F. xi, p. 146.

Turdinus nagaensis, Oodwin-Amten, A. M. N. H. (4) xx, p. 519
(1877) ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 143 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii,

pt. ii, p. 16.

Drymocataphus ignotus {Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 556.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts of
wings rufescent olive-brown, the shafts of the feathers nowhere
markedly paler, and the forehead not differing from the crown in
colour ; wings and tail rather more rufescent than the back ; lores
and over the eyes greyish brown ; ear-coverts brown with paler
shafts ; sides of neck like the back ; chin, throat, centre of breast
and abdomen dull white, very slightly mottled with rufescent
brown ; remainder of lower plumage rusty brown.

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet Ught sienna-grey {Oodw.-Aust.).
Length 5-7 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus -9

; bUl from gape -GS.
Distribution. The Eastern N^a hills ; Dhollah, in the Dibrugarh

district of Assam.

Genus DRYMOCATAPHUS, Blyth, 1849.

This genus contains four Indian species which are allied in
habits to Pellomeum, but differ from it in having a conspicuously
shorter tail and longer bill. Two of the species are very closely
allied to each other, and are not easily identified without actual
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comparing spscimeus of each ; they have ooiissquentlj been a fertile

source of confusion in the past.

Key to the Species.

a. Orown black B. nigricapitatus, p. 145.

b. Grown not black.

a'. Lower plumage bright ferruginous .... D. ruhiginosus, p. 145.

6'. Lower plumage fulvous.

a" Upper plumage fulvescent olive -brown. jD. tialcetti, p. 146.

b". Upper plumage rufescent olive-brown. D. assamensis, p. 147.

149. Drymocataplius nigricapitatus. The Blach-eapped BahbUr.

Brachypteryx nigrooapitata, Sgton, P. Z. S. 1839, p. 103 j
Blyth,

Cat. p. 178.

Drymocataphas nigrocapitatus {JEyton), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 396 ;

TweeU. Ibis, 1877, p. 308; Hume S; Dav. S. F. vi, p. 276;

Hume, Cat. no. 396 sex; Oates, B. B. i, p. 63.; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 554 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 102.

Coloration. The lores, a broad supercilium reaching to the nape,

and the cheeks grey, each feather with a white shaft-stripe ; ear-

coverts ashy rufous with whitish shafts ; a very narrow moustachial

stripe black ; chin and throat white ; sides of neck and the wViole

lower plumage ferruginous, brightest on the breast and tinged with

brown on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts

;

forehead, crown, and nape black ; the whole upper plumage, tail,

and exposed parts of wings deep ferruginous brown.

Legs and feet fleshy white, slightly tinged with brown or reddish

horny ; upper mandible black, lower fleshy white ; iris rhubarb-

red (Hume Ooll.).

Length about 7 ; tail 2-4 ; wing 27 ; tarsus 1-15 ; bill from

gape '9.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending to

Sumatra.
Habits, ^c. Feeds entirely on the ground, singly or in pairs. A

shy bird, frequenting the densest portions of the forests. Davison

describes the nest as being built on the ground of coarse fern-roots

on a foundation of twigs and leaves. The only nest he found

was at the base of a small clump of ferns, and contained two eggs.

They are described as creamy white, very thickly speckled with

inky purple and purplish brown. They measured "82 by "62.

150. Drymocataphus ruhiginosus. The Rufous Babbler.

Trichostouia rubiginosa, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 402 (1875)

;

id. in Blyth, Birds Burtn. p. 116 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 404 ; id. Cat.

no. 387 ter.

Drymocataphus rubiginosus {Wald.}, Oates, B. B. i. p. 65; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 560.

TOL. I. I-
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Coloration. The whole upper plumage olive-brown tinged with

rufous ; the outer webs of the wing-quills more rufous ; chin and
throat white; remaining lower plumage bright ferruginous, the

centre of the abdomen albescent.

Iris light brown ; bill blackish brown above, pale below, yellowish

at gape ; leg§ dull pinkish white {Wardlaw Ramsay).
Length about 7; tail 2-6; wing 3'1 ; tarsus 1-3; bill from

gape -95.

Distribution. The only two specimens of this species known were
procured by Wardlaw Eamsay in Karennee, and are now in the

British Museum. They appear to be not quite adult.

151. Drymocataplius tickelli. TickelTs Babbler.

Pellorneum tickelli, Blylh, J. A. S. B. xxTiii,p. 414 (1859) ; Hume,
S. F. \, p. 299, iii, p. 119 ;- Oates, 8. F. iv, p. 406 ; Tweedd. Ibis,

1877, pp. 386, 451; Hume, Ibis, 1878, p. 114; Hume ^ Dao.
S. F. VI, pp. 277, 614; Hume, Cat. no. 399 ter ; id. S. F. xi, p. 144.

Mixornis olivaceus, Tick. J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 449 (1859).
Trichastoma minor, Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 585 ; Hume ^ Hav. 8. F. vi,

p. 259 ; Hume, Cat. no. 387 bis ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 179.
Turdinus pjaroensis, Godwin-Austen, J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 160,

pi. viii (1874) ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 393 ; id. Cat. no. 390 sept. ; id.

-S.J". xi,p. 140.

Drymocataphus fulvus, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 401 (1875)

;

Hum£, 8. F. iii, p. 403, v, p. 59.

Drymocataphus tickelli (Blyth), Ttoeedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 452, pi. xi,

fig. 1 ; Oates, B. B. \, p. 64 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 657 ; Oides
m Hume's N. Sr E. 2ud ed. i, p. 103.

Fig. 41.—Head of 2^. tic/cclli.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage fulvescent olive-brown; the
forehead more distinctly fulvous, the feathers of the crown pale-
shafted ; tail slightly rufescent ; lores, a very indistinct eyebrow,
and the feathers round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts fulvous
brown with pale shafts ; sides of neck similar to the back but
slightly paler

; cheeks and eutire lower plumage uniform fulvous,
with the very faintest indications of stripes on the throat and
breast ; centre of abdomen albescent *.

* After examining all the specimens of birds in the Hume and Tweeddale
collections, as well as others lent me by Oodwin-Austeu, which have a bearing
on the identity of D. tickelli, I am of the same opinion as Sharpe and I arrived
at some years ago —he when writing the seventh volume of the 'Catalogue'
and I when writing the 'Birds of Burmah." This conclusion is briefly that
Trichastoma minor of Hume is the same bird as Pellorneu^m tickelli of Blvth
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Bill dusky above, pale flesh-colour beneath ; mouth yellow ; iris

reddish brown ; eyelids greenish flesh-colour ; legs and claws fleshy

white.

Length about 6 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*4
; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -8.

Distribution. There are undoubl ed specimens of this species in

the Hume Collection from the Khdsi hills and from Manipur.
Godwin-Austen obtained it in the Garo hills.

It has been found in Karennee ; on the eastern slopes of the

Pegu hills ; the central and southern portions of Tenasserim, and
the Thoungyeen valley, in all of which tracts it appears to be
fairly common.

Habits, Sfc. This species is a quiet little bird found in all sorts of

jungle, creeping about bushes and on the ground singly or in pairs.

Bingham found the nest in March, a domed structure of bamboo-
leaves and roots placed in a cane-bush about one foot above the
ground. It contained three eggs, white dotted with pink. One
egg measured -67 by -51.

152. Drymocataplius assamensis. Austen's Babbler.

Turdinus garoensia, Godioin-Austen, J. A. S. B. xlv,. pt. ii, p. 75
(1876), nee xliii, pt. ii, p. 160.

Drymocataphus assamensis, 8harpe, Cat. B. M, vii, p. 557 (1 883).

Coloration. Upper plumage rufescent olive-brown, the forehead
with fulvous shaft-stripes, the crown and mantle with conspicuous
pale shafts ; the outer webs of the primaries brighter rufous ; sides

of the head fulvous, mottled with brown ; sides of the neck and
lower plumage fulvous, albescent on the centre of the abdomen,
and tinged with olivaceous on the sides of the breast and abdomen.

Iris red-brown ; legs very pale fleshy {Qodw.-Aust.).

Length about 6 ; tail 2-1; wing 2-6; tarsus 1*15 ; bill from
gape -7.

This species differs from D. ticlcelli in having the upper plumage
rufescent olive-brown, and in having a longer tarsus.

The bird obtained by Godwin-Austen in the Garo hills, and de-

scribed by him as T. garoensis in 1874, proved, according to Sharpe,

who examined it, to be merely a specimen of B. tickelli. This

specimen, I regret to say, has been lost or mislaid. A second bird

procured by Godwin-Austen in the Dikrang valley in Assam, and
referred by him to the same T. garoensis, proved to be the present

species, but it cannot bear Godwin-Austen's name. Sharpe has

rightly renamed it.

Distribution. I have examined undoubted specimens of this species

from the Khasi hills, and from Dhollah and Sadiya in Assam.
Godwin-Austen obtained it in the Dikrang valley, Assam.

Habits, ^c. Godwin-Austen says :
—"Proceeding through the

dense underwood- in the Dikrang valley, I caught sight of this bird

on the narrow path above two yards from my feet, and at the first

glance took it to be a small ro.dent. It was most fearless and made
no attempt to fly off."

l2
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Genus CORYTHOCICHLA, Sharpe, 1883.

This genus is barely separable from Drymocataphus ; but on

account of its somewhat longer rictal bristles and its squamated

upper plumage it is perhaps convenient to keep it distinct.

Key to the Species.

a. Sides of the head deep ashy ; tips of -wing-

feathers white C. brevicaudata, p. 148.

b. Sides of the head brown ; tips of the wing-

feathers fulvous C. sti-icda, p. 148.

153. Corythocichla brevicaudata. The Short-tailed Babbler.

Turdinus brevicaudatus, £li/th, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 272 (1855)

;

Bume 8f Bav. S. F. vi, p. 262 ; Hume, Cat. no. 390 quint. ; Biiig-

ham, S. F. ix, p. 179 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 60.

Turdinus brevicauda (^Tickell), Wold. Ibis, 1876, p. 354.

Corythocichla brevicaudata (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 592.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage and sides of the neck olive-

brown ; the feathers everywhere margined with black except on

the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail rufescent ; wings olive-brown,

the coverts and all the quills, except the earlier primaries, tipped

with a small white spot ; lores, a short supercilium, cheeks, and
under the eye deep ashy ; ear-coverts the same, but tinged rufes-

cent ; chin and throat ashy white, streaked with dark brown

;

breast and lower plumage ferruginous, paler on the centre of the

abdomen, darker on the flanks, vent, and under tail-coverte, which
latter are tipped paler.

Legs, feet, and claws pale brown to pale fleshy brown ; upper
mandible very dark brown, lower plumbeous to pale plumbeous

;

iris deep brown, red-brown, cinnamon-red (Hume 6f Davison).

Length about 5-5 ; tail 1-7 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
gape "8.

Distribution. The higher slopes of Muleyit mountain in Tenas-
serim about 5000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. A rather rare bird, occurring on the thickly wooded
and rocky parts of the mountain singly or in small parties. It feeds
on the ground, and when alarmed it seldom flies, but retreats by
hopping. Davison also remarks that its note is a long-drawn Kirr-
r-r, usually uttered when disturbed.

154. CorythocicUa striata. The Streamed Babbler.

Turdinus brevicaudatus, Blyth, apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. S B xxxix
pt. ii, p. 2C9 (1870) ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 140.

"
'

Turdinus striatus, WaU. A. M. N. H. (4) vii, p. 241 (1871)
Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 16 ; Hume, S. F. vii,'

p. 462,
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Turdinus williamsoni, Godio.-Aust. J. A, S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 44

(1877).

Corythocichla striata (Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 593.

Coloration. Eesembles C. hrevieaudata. Diffiers in having the

sides of the head brown instead of deep ashy, and in having the

breast and lower plumage brown slightly tinged with rufous,

instead of ferruginous ; the spots at the tips of the Vidng-eoverts

and quills are less distinct, and are fulvous, not white.

The bill in the dry state has the upper mandible dark brown,
the lower pale brown ; the legs and feet are brown.
Length about 5; tail 1-8; wing 2'3; tarsus '95; bill from

gape "8.

Distribution. The base of the Khiisi and Garo hills ; Sadiya in

Assam. Godwin-Austen appears to have obtained this bird also in

Manipur.
Habits, ^c. This species is so close to C. hrevieaudata, that the

habits of the two are very likely to be the same.

Genus GYPSOPHILA, Gates, 1883.

The genus Qypsophila contains one remarkable bird which is

confined to certain limited tracts of limestone mountains in Tenas-

serim. Its plumage is of the most extraordinary character, and
even the very large series of this bird in the Hume Collection

affords no clue to its changes. For the present I locate this genus
among the Timejiince, but I feel sure that this is not its proper

place. Its place in the system must remain undetermined until

its plumage from the young to the adult stage is properly under-

stood.

In structure GypsopMla is close to PeUornewm, from which it

differs chiefly in its longer rictal bristles and stronger bill. The
upper plumage is squamated in appearance, owing to the feathers

being margined with black.

155. Gypsophila crispifrons. The Limerock Babbler.

Turdinus crispifrons, Blyth, J.A.S. B. xxiv, p. 269 (1855) ; id. Birds

Burm. p. 114 ; Wdld. Ibis, 1876, p. 353 ; Hume, S. F. v. p. 87

;

Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 262 ; Hume, Cat. no. 390 quat. ; Bing-
ham, S. F. ix, p. 179.

Gypsophila crispifrons (Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, p. 61 ; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 561.

Coloration. Adult. The whole head, neck, and lower plumage

pure white ; upper plumage olive-brown, the feathers of the back

margined with black ; each tertiary quill of the wing minutely

tipped with white.

Younger birds have the forehead, lores, ear-coverts, a large

space round the eyes, cheeks, chin, and throat pure white

;

remainder of lower plumage ochraceous olive-brown, with some

blackish marks on the breast j crown, nape, and back olive-brown.
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each feather edged with black ; remainder of upper plumage, tail,

and exposed parts of wings plain olive-brown ; tertiaries tipped

with "white.

"What appear to be the young of the year have the crown, fore-

head, nape, and back olive-brown, margined with black; rump,

upper tail-coverts, tail, and exposed parts of wings plain oliye-

brown : sides of the forehead and an indistinct supercilium greyish

Fig. 42.—Head of G. crispifrons.

white with blackish specks ; ear-coverts dark brown, with white

shafts ; chin, throat, and upper breast white streaked with dark

brown, the streaks being nearly confluent on the breast ; remainder

of lower plumage ochraceous olive-brown. They appear to undergo

no moult the first autumn, but to retain the young plumage till

the first spring, when the change towards adult plumage probably

begins by the chin and throat becoming white.

Iris pale red, red, light red, deep red-brown ; upper mandible

dark brown, lower pale plumbeous ; legs, feet, and claws dark

purplish brown (Hume Coll.). «

Length about 8 ; tail 3; wing 3-2; tarsus 1-1 j bill from gape -9.

The above description of the plumage has been taken from a

series of 76 specimens in the Hume Collection. Unfortunately

the birds were all procured in December and March, with the excep-

tion of one shot in November and six in January. The series is

therefore very incomplete, and it is quite impossible to arrive at

any conclusion regarding the plumage of the young and its gradual

development into that of the adult. The plumage is very perplex-

ing and incomprehensible at present. Hume's note on the subject

should be carefully read.

Distribution. The limestone ranges of the central portion of

Tenasserim, such as those at Wimpong, the Thoungsha Gyne river,

andMomenzeik.
Habits, 6fc. Davison remarks that this bird is excessively li\ely

and sprightly. It keeps up continually a twitteriug chattering note,

and sometimes will perch itself on some point of rock and with
lowered wings and erected tail will pour forth a fine and powerful
song. It feeds principally upon insects and land-shells.

Genus MALACOPTERUM, Eyton, 1830.

The genus Malacopterum is remarkable for its lengthened wings
and, in consequence, its comparatively short tail. The plumage is
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soft and silky. The two Indian species of this genus appear to be
more arboreal than any of the preceding genera, and to have
somewhat of the deportment of Bulbuls. The rictal bristles are
very conspicuous on account of their length.

Key to the Species.

a. Cvown bright ferruginous M. magnum, p. 151.
6. Crown olive-browu M. magnirostre, p. 151.

156. Italacopterum magnum. The Bedr-headed Tree-Babbler.

Malacopteron magnum, Eyton, P. Z. S. 1839, p. 103; Horsf. Sr M.
Cat. 1, p. 225 ; Hume 8f Bav. S.F. -yi, p. 270 ; Hume, Cat. no. 396
ter. ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 55 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 564.

Malacopteron majua, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 461 (1847) ; id. Cat.

p. 148, App. p. xxi; Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 309.

Coloration. Forehead and crown bright ferruginous, the anterior

feathers black-shafted and the posterior ones faintly edged with
black ; lores and a broad supercilium grey, the middle of the feathers

whitish ; the whole nape black ; ear-coverts fulvous brown with
pale shafts ; the whole upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with

ferruginous on the rump, which colour also suffuses the upper tail-

coverts and the outer webs of the tail-feathers ; cheeks mottled

grey and white ; chin, throat, and upper breast white, streaked

with grey ; remainder of lower plumage greyish white.

Legs, feet, and claws blue, varying from pale plumbeous to pale

smalt-blue ; upper mandible dark horny brown, lower mandible
and often the edges of the upper plumbeous blue or white tinged

with blue, fading to bluish white at the tip; iris carmine to

orange-red, changing probably according to age, as a younger bird

has it pale sienna-brown (Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus "9 ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down
the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo.

'

Habits, SfC. According to Davison this birdhunts about trees and
bushes in pairs or Small parties, seldom or never descending to

the ground. Its weak feet corroborate this description of its habits.

157. Malacopterum magnirostre. The Brown-headed Tree-Babbler.

Alcippe magnirostiis, Moore, P. Z. S. 1864, p. 277 ; Horsf. Sr M.
Cat. i, p. 407.

Malacopteron magnirostris {Moore), Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 274

;

Hume Cat. no. 396 quint.

Malacopterum magnirostre (Moore), Oates, B. B. i, p. 66.

Turdinus magnirostris (Moore), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 547.

Coloration. Torehead, crown, nape, and back olive-brown, the

feathers of the forehead with black shafts ; wing-coverts and ex-

posed parts of quills rufescent olive ; upper tail-coverts and tail

bright chestnut-brown ; feathers round the eye white ; lores and
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an obsolete stripe over the eye grey ; cheeks and ear-coverts deep

ashy, the latter with whitish shafts; entire lower plumage dull

white, washed with ashy across the breast and on the flanks, thighs,

and under tail-coverts.

Legs, feet, and claws pale bluish, sometimes a little darker and

more plumbeous ; upper mandible dark horny brown, almost black

in some ; lower mandible bluish white, pale blue, or plumbeous

;

gape dull 3'ellow ; iris red, varying from cinnabar to lake, and lake

to crimson (Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 7 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 3-2 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from gape -8.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending into

the Malayan peninsula and Cochin China.

Habits, Sfe. Arboreal like those of the last species.

M. einereum is not unlikely to be found in Tenasserim. It is

allied to M. magnum, but the ferruginous feathers of the head are

broadly terminated with black, and it is of smaller size.

Genus ERYTHROCICHLA, Sharpe, 1883.

This genus resembles the last in general structure, but has a

shorter wing, and it appears to be a ground-bird. Only one species

is known.

158. Erythrocichla bicolor. The Ferruginous Babbler.

Brachypteryx hicolor, Less. Rev. Zool. 1839, p. 138.

Malacopterpn ferruginosum, Slyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 383 (1844)

;

Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 273 ; Hume, Cat. no. 396 quat.
Trichastoma bicolor {Less.), Blyth, Cat. p. 147 ; Harsf. S,- M. Cat. i,

p. 226.

Trichostoma fen'uginosmn {Blyth), Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 47 ; Oates,
B. B.\, p. 58.

Erythrocictla bicolor {Less.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 651.

Pig. 43.—Head of E. bicolor.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage ferruginous, the crown
brighter; upper tail-coverts and tail chestnut; lores dull white or
pale fulvous ; sides of the head like the crown ; lower plumage
white, suffused with brownish on the breast and less so on the sides
of the body.

Legs and feet fleshy white ; upper mandible dirty white, lower
dark brown ; iris pale wood-brown {Hume ^ Davison).

Length about 6-5; tail 2-4; wing 3-1; tarsus 1-1; bill from
gape '9.
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Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending clown

to the Malay peninsula and to Sumatra and Borneo.
Habits, Sfc. According to Davison this bird is strictly a ground-

bird, only flying up into trees when disturbed.

Genus TRICHOSTOMA, Blyth, 1842.

The type of the genus Trichostoma is a bird which for many years

after Blyth's institution of the genus remained unknown to orni-

thologists, or rather was known only by various names which were
not recognized as synonymous with Blyth's until I worked up the

subject for my ' Birds of Burmah.'
Trichostoma has remarkably long rictal bristles, but does not

otherwise differ much from the preceding genera except in having

a conspicuously shorter tail. It is in great measure arboreal.

Many birds have been placed in this genus which have no connec-

tion or affinities with it.

159. Trichostoma rostratum. Blyth's Babbler.

Trichastoma rostiatum, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 795 (1842) ; id. Cat.

p. 147; Sume, S. F. viii, pp. 60,160; ix, pp. 109,127; Oates,

B. B. 1, p. 56 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 562.

Napothera umbratiUs, StricM. Contr. Orn. 1849, p. 128, pi. 31.

Brachvpteryx macroptera, Salvadori, Atti B. Ac. iSe. Tor. iii, p. 528
(1868).

Braohypteryx baxtoni, Wald. P. Z. S. 1877, p. 367 ; id. Ibis, 1877,

p. 308, pi. 6, &g. 2.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage rufescent oUve-brown, tinged

with ferruginous on the upper tail-coverts and outer webs of tail-

feathers ; lores whitish, mottled with black ; ear-coverts and round
the eye rufescent ; the former with whitish shafts ; cheeks white,

with black shafts and tips ; entire lower plumage white, washed
with pale grey across the breast and suffused with ashy brown on
the sides of the breast and abdomen; outer webs of wing-quills

like the back.

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower pale plumbeous blue ; legs

and feet rather dark .pinkish fleshy ; iris pale red-brown ; claws

pale horny brown (Davison).

Length about 6*5; tail 24; wing 2-9; tarsus 1-05; bill from
gape '9.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending to

Sumatra and Borneo.

Habits, Sfc. Nothing is known of this bird's habits beyond Hume's
assertion that they are arboreal.

Genus TURDINUS, Blyth, 1844.

The genus Turdinus differs from all the other genera of this

subfamily with stout straight bills in having the nostrils oval and
exposed, not protected by a membrane. As restricted here, it

contains but one Indian species. This has a very short tail.
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160. Turdinus abbotti. Ahhott's Babbler.

Malacocincla abbotti, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 601 (1845).

Trichastoma abbotti [Blytli), Blyth, Cat. p. 147; Horsf. 8r M. Cat.

i, p. 405; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 17 ; Oates, S. F. v, p. 151 ; Tweedd.

Ibis, 1877, p. 452, pi. xi, fig. 2 ; ITicme §• Dav. S. F. -vi, pp. 259, 513

;

Cnpps, S. F. vii, p. 277; Sume, Cat. no. 387; id S. F. xi, p. 138.

Malacopterdn olivaceum, Strickland, A. M. N. H. (1) xix, p. 132

(1847) ; Hmne, S. F. ix, p. 108.

Turdinus abbotti {Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, p. 58; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.
vii, p. 641 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf F. 2nd ed. i, p. 103.

The Brown-backed Tit-Babbler, Jerd.

Fig. 44.—Head of T. abbotti.

Coloration. "Whole upper plumage rich olive-browD,the forehead

with fulvous streaks, the shafts of the feathers of the other parts

pale ; outer webs of the quills of the wing like the back ; upper
tail-coverts and tail deep rufous ; lores, round the eye, and a short

supercilium dark grey ; ear-coverts rufous with fulvous shafts

;

chin, throat, and cheeks pale grey ; sides of neck and of the breast

and body earthy ferruginous ; centre of breast and abdomen whitish

;

under tail-coverts bright ferruginous.

Iris reddish brown ; eyelids deep plumbeous ; upper mandible
dark brown, except the tip and the terminal third of the margins,
which, together with the lower mandible, are pale bluish ; mouth
yellow ; legs and feet pinkish fleshy ; claws pale horn-colour.

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-9 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -9.

Distribution. The lower hills and valleys of Nepal and Sildiim
;

the eastern portion of Bengal ; the Bhutan doars ; Assam, and the
whole of the countries to the south to Arrakan and Tenasserim,
extending down the Malay peninsula.

Habits, Sfc. This bird must be looked for in the very thickest of
brushwood in evergreen tracts of forest ; consequently there are
large areas of country in which it is absent. It occurs singly or in
pairs, but in suitable places the birds are so common that they appear
to be gregarioiis, though in reality they are not so. They creep about
bushes and low trees and also feed on the ground. Their note is very
pretty and constantly uttered during the breeding-season in May
and June. The nest is a cup made of dry leaves and placed in
low bushes near the ground. The eggs, three in number, are very
beautiful, being pinkish white, streaked and spotted with brownish
red. They measure about -85 by -Qb.
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Genus THEINGORHINA, n. gen.

The two birds for which the above generic name is proposed,

in addition to a peculiar style of coloration, are characterized

by the very large operculum over the nostril. The bill is very
strong, with the culmen gently curved throughout, and the rictal

bristles are weak. The feathers of the forehead are harsh to the

touch. The feathers of the crown are somewhat ample, and no
doubt in life when erected form a short crest, as represented by
Godwin-Austen in his plate of T. oglii.

The type of this genus is T. guttata, which I at one time classed

with Stachyrhis, but erroneously as I now see.

i'ig. 45.— Head of T. gnttata.

Key to the Species.

a. Wings and tail plain T. guttata, p. 155.

b. Wings and tail barred with brown T. oglii, p. l66.

161. Thringorlima guttata. TichelVs Spotted Babbler.

Turdinus guttatus {Tick.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 414 (1859)

;

Tick. J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 460 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 115

;

Waldm, Ibis, 1876, p. 353 ; Hume f Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 264 ; Hume,
Cat. no^ 390 sex. ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 179.

Stachyrhis guttata (Iwk.), Oates, 8. F. v, p. 251 ; id. B. B. i, p. 49

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 535.

Goloration. Lores and forehead white, with black streaks ; round
the eye black ; a large patch of white below the eye, bounded by a
black moustachial streak ; ear-coverts ashy brown ; a white super-

cilium to the nape, bordered above by black ; sides of neck and
the terminal portions of the feathers of the mantle black, with long

oval white drops ; remaining upper plumage rich golden brown,
the rump, tail, and the outer webs of the quills of the wing tinged

with deep rufous; chin and upper throat white; remainder of

lower parts ruddy ferruginous, the flanks and under tail-coverts

tinged with olivaceous, the breast with very narrow obsolete white

margins to the feathers, which, with those of the abdomen, have

also whitish shafts.

Legs and feet pale dingy green; lower mandible and edge of

upper along commissure plumbeous ; rest of bill black ; iris crimson-

lake (Hume Sf Davison).
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Length nearly 7 ; tail 2-2 j wing 2-7 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -9.

Distribution. The slopes of Muleyit mountain at Meetan; the

Thoungyeen river ; Malawun, at the extreme south of Tenasserim,

EaUts, ^e. Davison tells us that this bird is in general an inha-

bitant of forests, whether composed of thick jungle or more open

bamboo vegetation, and that it apparently never descends to the

ground.

162. Thringorhina oglii. Austeris Sjiotted Babbler.

Actinura oglei, Godwin-Auiten, J. A. S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 42 (1877)

;

Hume, 8. F. v, p. 341 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18,

pi. xi.

Actinodura oglei ( Godw.-Aust.), Hume, Cat. no. 427 quat. ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 467; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 171.

Coloration. Crown, nape, and hind neck rich golden brown ; back,

rump, scapulars, and upper tail-coverts the same but duller, and
obsoletely cross-rayed ; wings and tail umber-brown, narrowly and
closely cross-barred with blackish brown ; forehead white, with
black shafts continued back as a broad supercilium to the sides of

the neck, where the white band expands and becomes divided into

white spots bordered by black ; the forehead and supercilium

bordered by black above ; lores and ear-coverts black ; cheeks,

chin, and throat white ; breast grey ; remainder of lower plumage
dull umber-brown.

Bill black above, grey below ; iris crimson-lake ; legs and feet

umber-brown {Godwin-Avsten).
Length about 6-5; tail 2-5; wing 2-8; tarsus 1"1 ; bill from

gape "95.

Distribution. Discovered at Manbuiii Tila on the Tengapani river

near Sadiya. It has not again been obtained by any naturalist.

Genus ALCIPPE, Blyth, 1844.

The genus Alcippe contains three Indian species which are very
closely allied and somewhat difficult to separate. The colour of
the plumage is dull.

In this genus the wing and tail are about equal in length ; the
bill is notched, and the nostrils are overhung by some long hairs
springing from the base of the forehead. The tail is but slightly
graduated.

Key to the Species.

a. Wing 2-3
; a circle of white feathers round

eye ; supercilium distinct and extending as
a hand to upper back A. tiepalensis, p. 156.

b. Wing 2"8 ; no circle of white feathers round
eye.
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«'. No trace of a superoilium A. phceocephala, p. 158.
A'. Traces of a supercilium produced as a

band on upper back. . j A. phayrii, p. 168.

163. Alcippe nepalensis. The Nepal Babbler.

Siva nipalensis, Hodgs. Ind. Sea. p. 89 (1838).
Alcippe nipalensis {Hodg.), Blyth, Cat. p. 148 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat.

i, p. 226 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 18 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 103 ; Hume, N. 8r E. p. 240 ; Hvme Sf Dav. S. F. \i,

p. 260 ; Hume, Cat. no. 388 ; Scully, S. F. via, p. 287 ; Dates,

B. B. i, p. 68 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 620 ; Hume, S. F. xi,

p. 138 ; Oates in Hume's iV. ^ F. 2nd ed. i, p. 104.

The Nepal Quaker-Thi-ush, Jerd. ; Sam-dayal-pho, Lepch.

Kg. 46.—Head of A. nepalensis.

Coloration. Forehead, crown,' nape, and upper back ashy brown

;

sides of the head and of the neck paler ashy brown ; a very con-

spicuous ring of white feathers round the eye ; lores grey ; a black

supercilium commencing narrowly over the eye, widening gradually

and extending to the upper back, where it becomes more or less

streaky; lower back, scapulars, wing-coverts, rump, upper tail-

coverts, and tail fulvous brown ; wings brown, edged with fulvous

on the outer webs ; chin whitish ; lower plumage pale buff or

earthy brown, albescent on the abdomen.
Bill grey or livid horny, the base of the upper mandible and a

line along the culmen black j iris hazel-brown ; feet livid fleshy ;

claws grey-horny (Scully).

Length about 5 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus -8
; bill from gape

•55.

This species can be easily separated from A. phayrii and A.
pJiceocepTiala by its smaller size, its conspicuous white orbital ring

of feathers, and by its long well-marked black superciKa.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of

Assam ; the Khasi and Naga hills ; Manipur ; the hilly portions of

Tenasserim from Karennee and Toungngoo down to Nwalabo
mountain. Hume records this bird from the northern portion of

the Pegu hills, and Blyth from Arrakan. In the Himalayas it is

found up to 5000 feet or more.

Habits, Sfc. This bird is found in thick jungle, feeding on the

ground in small parties, and creeping among bushes in search of

insects. It has a low twittering note. It breeds from March to

May, constructing a small cup-shaped nest of bamboo-leaves and
grass in the fork of a bush close to the ground. The eggs, three

or four in number, are pinkish, blotched with maroon-red, and
measure -77 by -SS.
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164. Alcippe phaaocepliala. The Nilgiri Babbler.

Thiraalia poioicephala, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, p. 169 (1844).

Alcippe poiocephala {.I'erd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 148 ; Jerd. B. I. li, p. 18

;

id. Ibis, 1872, p. 298 ; Mume, N. ^ E. p. 240 ; id. Cat. no. 389

;

Davison, 8. F. x, p. 374.

Alcippe brucei, Fairbank MS.*, Hume, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 122 (1870) ; id. S. F. i, p. 8 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, j. 298.

Alcippe phseocepliala {Jerd.), Sharpe,' Cat. B. M. vii» p. 622 ; Oates

in mime's N. f B. 2nd ed. i, p, 106.

The NeUgherry Quakt)-- Thrush, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape ashy brown j the whole

upper plumage olive-brown tinged with fulvous, the wings, tail,

and upper tail-coverts decidedly ferruginous ; sides of the head

ashy brown, the shafts of the ear-coverts paler ; the entire lower

plumage fulvous, paler on the centre of the abdomen.

Iris slaty grey ; legs, feet, and claws greyish fleshy ; bill horny

brown {Davison).

Length about 6 ; tail 2'6 ; wing 2*8 ; tarsus -8
; bill from gape -7.

Birds from the Nilgiris and Travancore have the head very much
darker than the rest of the upper plumage; birds from more
northern localities have it very little darker than the upper parts

in general.

Distribution. The western coast of India from Xhandala to

Travancore, ascending up to 6000 feet of elevation. This Babbler

also occurs at Pachmarhi in the Central Provinces. In the British

Museum there is an Alcippe from Pareshndth Hill which I am
inclined to identity with the present species rather than with A.
phayrii ; but the two species run very close to each other, and it

is not always easy to separate them.

Habits, Sfc. There appears to be nothing distinctive in the habits or
nidification of this species worthy of note. It breeds from January
to June, and the eggs measure -85 by 63.

165. Alcippe phayrii. The Burmese Babbler.

Alcippe phayrei, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 601 (1845) ; id. Cat.

p. 148; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 116, v, p. 60; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 260 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 635, pi. xlviii ; Hume,
Cat. no. 388 bis

; Oates, B. B. i, p. 69 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 623 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 139 ; Oates in Hume's N. & E. 2nd ed.

[, p. 108.

Alcippe magnirostris, Wald. in Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 115 (1875) •

id. Ibis, 1877, p. 487; Hume, S. F. v, p. 66.
v

/

,

Alcippe fusoa, Godwin-Austen, J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 197 (1876)
Hume, S. F. v, p. 64 ; id. Cat. no. 388 ter.

'

Coloration. Eesembles A. pliceoeephala. Differs in having, as a
rule, traces of sincipital brown stripes ; in being of a clearer and

• I cannot discover where this name was published
; the first mention of it

BO far as I know, is by Hume {I. c).
'
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lighter fulvous below, and in having the cap somewhat better defined

from the rest of the upper plumage.
Iris whity brown to greyish blue ; eyelids plumbeous ; mouth

yellow ; legs and claws dusky flesh-colour ; upper mandible dusky
brown, the lower one somewhat paler and turning to yellow at the
base.

Of the same size as A. phaeocephala, from which the present
species cannot be distinguished by measurement.

"Were it not that the geographical distribution of A.phceooephnla
and A. phayrii diSers so greatly, and that typical examples of the

latter from Burma show traces of sincipital stripes, whereas
the former never do so, I should be inclined to unite these two
species under one name. When the sincipital stripes are absent

in A. phayrii, as they frequently, or almost invariably, are in

specimens from the extreme northern limit of its range, such as

Tipperah and Manipur, it is almost impossible to separate such ex-

amples from A. phceocepJiala. Palling the sincipital stripes there

is really nothing to trust to for discriminating the two species

except the colour of the lower plumage and the cap, and this is

only apparent when series of each are compared. All authors have
hitherto been satisfied with comparing A.phayrii with A. nepalensis,

two birds which are quite distinct, both in coloration and in size,

and which cannot be confounded under any circumstances. Sharpe,

with the few specimens he had before him when he wrote his
' Catalogue,' made an endeavour to diagnose A. phayrii and A.
phcBoeephala, the only attempt that has ever been made, I believe ;

but unfortunately his character, the colour of the ear-coverts, does

not hold good, and no use can be made of it.

Distribution. The Naga hills ; Tijiperah ; Manipur ; the neigh-

bourhood of Bhamo ; Arrakan ; the Pegu hills ; Karennee ; the

whole of Tenasserim.

Habits, Sfc. This species is found in the better-wooded hilly portions

of the country. Its habits do not differ from those of A. nepalensis.

It breeds in Tenasserim from February to April. The eggs found

by Bingham measured "78 by "58
; these dimensions appear small

for the size of the bird, being no larger than those of the eggs of

A. nepalensis, which is a considerably smaller bird.

Genus RHOPOCICHLA, n. gen.

I propose this generic term (with R. atriceps as the type) for

three birds which have hitherto been included in Alcippe.

This genus difFers from Alcippe in having the nostrils roundish,

exposed, and pierced in the anterior part of the membrane, and in

having a much shorter tail when compared with the wing. The
eggs of the two genera are also different in colour, a matter which

is noticed by Hume in his ' Eough Draft of Nests and Eggs,' in

the article on Alcippe paiocephala.
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Key to the Species.

a. Crown and sides of head black R. atriceps, p. 160.

6. Forehead and ear-coverts only black R. nigrifrons, p. 160.

c. Ear-coverts only blackish R. hourdilloni, p. 161.

166. Rhopocichla atriceps. The Black-headed Babbler.

Brachypteryx atriceps, Jerd. Madr. Jowm. L. S. x, p. 250 (1839).

Alcippe atriceps (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 148; Jerd. 3. I. ii, p. 19;
Bume, Cat. no. 390; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 399; Davison, S. F. x,

p. 375 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 625 ; Barms, Birds Bom. p. 175.

Khopocichla atriceps (Jerd.), Oates in Hume's N, Sr F. 2na ed. i,

p. 109.

The Blach-headed Wren-Babbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Porebead, crown, nape, ear-coverts, aad under the

eye black ; the whole upper plumage fulvous brown ; lower plu-

mage dull white, changing to olivaceous on the flanks and under
tail-coverts ; the exposed parts of the closed wings and tail like

the back.

Iris bright yellow ; the lower mandible and the commissure of

the upper fleshy pink ; rest of the upper mandible dull black ; legs,

feet, and claws sometimes pale plumbeous, sometimes pure fleshy

pink, at other times pink more or less strongly tinged with purple
(Davison).

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus '9 ; bill from gape -7.

Distribution. The Nilgiris and the western coast of India up to

Belgaum. This Babbler is found up to 5000 feet or even higher.

Habits, ^c. Davison remarks that this bird goes about in larger

or smaller parlies and seems to prefer bamboo and scrub jungle.

It breeds in May, June, and July, constructing an egg-shaped nest
of blades of grass in clumps of bamboo or among weeds near the
ground. The eggs, two or three in number, are white speckled
with brownish and purplish red, and measure '77 by '55.

167. Rhopocichla nigrifrons. The Black-fronud Babbler.

AJcippe nigrifrons, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 815 (1849) ; id. Cat.
p. 340; Leffffe, S. F. iii, p. 367; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 388; id. Cat.
no. 390 ter ; Begge, Birds Ceyl. p. 507, pi. xxvii, figs. 2 & 3

:

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 625.
Rhopocichla nigrifrons (Sh/th), Oates in Hume's iV. ^ F. 2nd ed. i,

p. 110.

Batitchia, Ceyl.

Coloration. Forehead, ear-coverts, and all round the eye black
the shafts of the feathers of the forehead gHst«ning ; the whole
upper plumage, sides of nepk, and visible portions of the wings and
tail rufous-brown, darkest on the crown ; lower plumage, cheeks
and under the ear-coverts dull white, tinged with olivaceous on the
sides of the breast and bo(}y ; vent, thighs, and under tail-coverts
rufous-brown ; the feathers of the cheeks with lengthened black
shafts ; under wing-coverts pale fulvous.
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Iris yellowish white or very pale yellow ; bill, gape, and eulmen
dark brown, margins of the upper and lower mandibles fleshy ; legs

and feet fleshy lavender ; claws dusky ; iris of young olive (Legge).

Length nearly 5-5; tail 2; wing 2'3; tarsus "85; bill from
gape '7.

Distribution. Ceylon.

Habits, Sfo. According to Legge this bird breeds in Ceylon in

January. The nest is a large shapeless ball of dead leaves and a
few twigs, placed in a bramble or some undergrowth three or four
feet from the ground. -The eggs are white spotted with brownish
red over bluish-grey specks, and measure '74 by •&&.

The same author observes that this species frequents dense
underwood in parties of six to a dozen, searching for food among
the fallen leaves, and that it keeps up a constant little rattle-note.

168. Bhopocichla bourdilloni. Bourdillon's Babbler.

Alcippe bourdilloni, Hwme, S. F. iv, pp. 399, 485 (1876) ; id. Cat.

no. 390 bis ; Bourdillon, S. F. ix, p. 300 ; Sharpf, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 626.

Coloration. Forehead, crown and nape, lores and cheeks brown;
ear-coverts and round the eye blaskish; upper plumage, wiugs,

tail, and sides of the neck fulvous brown ; chin, throat, and breast

dull white; remainder of the lower plumage ferruginous ; under
wing-coverts pale fulvous.

Bill above black, below pale slaty ; legs and feet dull brown

;

iris white {Hume Coll.).

Length about 5-3 ; taU 1-9 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus -9 ; bill from
gape -7.

Distribution. Known only from Mynall in Travancore at an
elevation of about 3000 to 4000 feet.

Genus STACHYRHIS, Hodgs., 1844.

With the genus Stachyrhis we enter upon a group of small

Timehiue birds which have a slender pointed bill and rather bril-

liant plumage. This genus is the only one of the subfamily in

which the eggs are known to be unspotted white, and it differs

from the allied genus StachyrJiidopsis, in which the eggs are spotted,

by having the eulmen gently curved. The nostril is covered by a

large scale somewhat as in Thringorhina.

The birds of this genus appear to confine themselves to low trees

and bushes, the leaves and flowers of which they search for insects,

and frequently their foreheads are powdered with the pollen of

flowers. Their notes are described as pleasant.

S. poliogaster, a species discovered by Davison and named by
Hume, from the Malay peninsula, has the sides of the face and the

lower plumage grey, and may be discovered in Tenasserim.

VOL. I. M
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Key to the Sjoedes.

a. Crown black streaked witli white S- nigrkeps, p. 162.

6. Crown golden yellow streaked with black.

a'. Back bright olive-yellow S. chrysisa, p. 163.

6'. Back slaty green S. assimihe, p. 163.

169. StachyrMs nigriceps. The Black-throated Babbler.

Stachyris nigriceps, Hodgs. Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiif, p. 378 (1844) ;

Hodgs. in Grafs Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844) ; id. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 22

;

Blyth, Cat. p. 150 ; Sorsf. %M. Cat. \, p. 231 ; Jerd. B. i.ii, p. 21

;

Hume, N. i^ E. p. 242 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 117 ; Oates, S. F. y, p. 262

;

Anders. Yunnan Fxped., Aves, p. 636 ; Hume ^ Bav. S. F. vi,

p. 264; Hum£, Cat. no. 391 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 206; id. B. B. i,

p. 48 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 532 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 141

;

Oates in Hume's.N. Sr B. 2nd ed. i, p. 110.

The Black-throated Wren-Babbler, Jerd. ; Sangrimir^ho, Lepch.

Pigi 47.—Head of 8. nigriceps.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape black, the feathers edged

with white, giving a streaked appearance to those parts ; round the

eye white ; ear-coverts varying from orange to rufous-brown and

plain brown ; cheeks white ; chin grey ; throat sometimes entirely

black, sometimes black mottled with white ; whole upper plumage

rich olive-brown, the tail and exposed parts of wings rufous ; entire

lower plumage bright fulvous, tinged with olivaceous on the lower

abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts.

The colour of the ear-coverts varies somewhat according to

locality. Birds from the Himalayas have them dark brown with

the posterior portion rufous ; those from Assam, the hill-tracts of

Bengal, and Upper Burma orange or rufous in some form or other

;

and Pegu and Tenasserim birds have them rufous but more or less

intermingled with brown.
The black throat occurs chiefly among birds from Assam, the

hill-tracts of Bengal and Upper Burma.
Hume is of opinion that the colour of the bill changes in the

breeding-season. He states that in the cold season (November to
February) the upper mandible is pale brown, the lower pale yel-

lowish horny. I can find no indication of this seasonal change in
the large series now in the British Museum, but perhaps it is not
apparent in dry skins.

Upper mandible bluish black, lower pale bluish ; the anterior
half of the margins dusky ; eyelids bluish ; iris orange-brown j legs
pale dusky green ; claws yellowish (April).
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Length about 5*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2*2 ; tarsus "85 ; bill from gape
•75.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of

Assam and thence south through all the States and hill-tracts of

Eastern Bengal to Arrakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim. This species

appears to be found up to 10,000 feet of elevation in summer.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds from March to June, constructing a domed

nest of grass and leaves on the ground generally on banks. The
eggs measure "76 by '58.

170. StachyrMs chrysaea. The Golden-headed Babbler.

Stachyris ohryssea, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 379 (1844)

;

Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844) ; id. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 23
;

Blyth, Cat. p. 150 ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat. i, p. 232 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 22

;

Swne, N. Sf JS. p. 245 ; Anders. Yunnan Bxped., Aves, p. 636

;

Hwme, Cat. no. 394 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 142 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E.
2nd ed. i, p. 112.

Stachyridopsis chryssea (HodffS.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 601

;

Oates, B.B.i,!^. 52.

The Qolden-headed Wren-Babbler, Jerd. ; Syah-Urang-fha, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead just above the lores pure yellow ; lores,

in front of the eye, and a short moustachial streak black ; ear-eoverts

oil-yellow ; forehead, crown, and nape bright golden-yellow,

streaked with black ; upper plumage and exposed parts of wings
bright olive-yellow ; tail brown, washed with yellow on the outer

webs ; sides of neck like the back ; entire lower plumage bright

yellow.

BUI plumbeous ; legs pale brownish yellow ; iris light brown
{Jerdon).

Length about 4'5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus "75 j bill from gape
•55.

Bistrihution. Nepal, Sikhim, Bhutan, and Assam ; Khasi hills ;

Manipur ; the neighbourhood of Bhamo ; probably Arrakan ; up
to 5000 feet elevation. A specimen from Perak in the British

Museum is referable to this species.

Habits, Sfc, Gammie found a nest in Sikhim in May—^an oval

structure made of bamboo-leaves and fixed vertically between
some upright branchlets within two feet of the ground. The eggs

measure '63 by •48.

171. Stachyrhis assimilis. The Allied Babbler.

Strachyrhis assimilis, Wald. in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 116 (1875) ;

Hume, S. F. v, p. 66; Hume |- Bav. S. F. vi,pp. 265, 514 ; Hvme,
Cat. no. 394 bis.

Stachyris hocagei, Salvadori, Ann. Mus, Civ. Gen. (1) xiv, p. 223

(1879).

Stachyridopsis assimilis ( Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 602

;

Oates, B, B. i, p. 53 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ, Gen. (2) v,

p. 605.

m2
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Goloration. Eesembles S. chrysom. Differs ia having the whole

upper plumage dull greeu, tinged with ash}' or slaty on the back,

the yellow on the crown quite pale, and the lower plumage entirely

dull yellow. Of the same size as S. chryscm.

Legs and feet fleshy yellow ; upper mandible brown ;
lower

pale plumbeous, fleshy at base; iris deep red-brown {Davison).

Iris lake ; bill lavender, pink at base ; legs brownish yellow ; feet

greenish ( Wardlaw Ramsay).
Distribution. There are undoubted specimens of this species in

the Hodgson collection, either from Nepal or Sikhim ; there is also

in the British Museum a specimen from Assam ; the bird is known
from Karennee, and from Muleyit and Nwalabo mountains in

Tenasserim ; it also occurs in the mountains of Sumatra.

Genus STACHYRHIDOPSIS, Sharpe, 1883.

This genus differs from StaehyrJiis in having the culmen perfectly

straight and, as before remarked, in laying spotted eggs.

The habits do not differ from those of Stachyrhis, so far as can

be judged from the meagre information on record.

Key to the Species.

a. Grown chestnut.

a'. Throat yellow with black shafts 5. rujiceps, p. 164.

v. Throat whitish with black shafts S, rufifrons, p. 105.

6. Crown fulvous, chin black S. pyrrhops, p. 165.

172. Stachyrhidopsis ruficeps. The Red-headed Babbler.

Stachyris ruficeps, Slytli, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 452 (1847) ; id. Cut.

p. 150 ; Korsf. <^ M. Cat. i, p. 409 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 22 ; Hume, N.
Sr E. p. 244 ; Hume 8r Dav. S. F. vi, p. 265 ; Hume, Cat. no. 393

;

Brooks, iS. F. viii, p. 471.

Stachyris prsecogaitus, Sioinhoe, Ibis, 1866, p. 310 ; id. P. Z. S. 1871,
p. 378.

Stachyridopsis ruficeps {Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 598 ; Oates
in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 112.

The Bed-headed Wren-Babbler, Jerd. ; Syak-biranff-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut, the frontal
feathers with indications of black shafts ; upper plumage, tail, and
exposed parts of wings olive-green ; chin and upper throat'pale
yellow, with conspicuous black shafts ; sides of the head and neck
and entire lower plumage fulvous yellow, the sides of the body,
thighs, yent, and under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous.

Bill plumbeous above, reddish beneath ; legs pale yellow-brown
j

iris light brown (Jerdon).

Length about 5 ; tail 2; wing 2-1; tarsus -8; bill from gape
•65.

Distribution. Nepal ; Sikhim ; Dibrugarh in Assam ; extending
into China.
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Habits, 4i'o. Brooks observes that this bird, so long as it finds dense
cover, is indifferent about elevation. It has a low soft whistle.
It breeds from April to June, constructing a nest of bamboo-leaves
in bushes a few feet from the ground. The nest is generally-
domed, but not always. The eggs, which are white speckled with
reddish, measure -68 by -52.

173. StachyrMdopsis rnflfrons. Hume's Babbler.

Stachyris rufifrons, mme, S. F. i, p. 479 (1873), iii, p. 117 ; Wald.
in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 116 ; Brooks, S. F. iv, p. 274 ; Hume, S.
F. iv, p. 501 ; Hume 8r Dav. S. F. yi, p. 265 ; Hume, Cat. no. 393
bis ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 179; Hume, S. F. xi,p. 141.

Stfichyridopsis rufifrons (Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 599

:

Oates,B.B.i,-^.bL

Coloration. Eesembles S. rujieeps. Differs in having the chin
and upper throat white, wdth black shafts, the sides of the head
decidedly ashy, with the lores and a ring round the eye con-
spicuously paler, and the rufous on the crown duller and not
extending to the nape.

Bill blue ; iris deep red ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs fleshy brown

;

claws pale horn-colour.

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1-9 ; wing 24 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape
•55.

Distribution. The lower hills of Sikhim, the Bhutan Doars, and
Assam up to Dibrugarh ; thence down to Pegu and Tenasserim,
through the hill-tracts of Eastern Bengal and Upper Burma.
This species has also been found in Karennee. It is very sparingly
spread over the above area and is nowhere common.

174. StachyrMdopsis pyrrhops. The Bed-billed Babbler.

Stachvris pyrrhops, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 379 (1844) ;

Ho'dgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844) ; id. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 23

;

Blyth, Cat. p. 150; Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 232; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 21 ; Stnliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 36 ; Coch 8f Marsh.
8. F. i, p. 354 ; Hume, N. ^ F.-p. 243 ; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 237

;

Hume, Cat. no. 392.

Stachyridopsis pyrrhops (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 600;
Oates in Hume's N. Sf F. 2nd ed. i, p. 114.

The Red-billed Wren-Babhler, Jerd.

Ooloration. Forehead and anterior half of crown fulvous, blend-

ing with the olive-brown of the upper plumage, the feathers of the

forehead, crown, and mantle dark-shafted ; lores and chin black,

the lower portion of the latter barred with white; sides of the head
fulvous ; lower plumage rather brighter fulvous, the sides of the

body, flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous.

Tipper mandible dark brown, lower fleshy pink tinged blue ; legs,

feet, and claws brovniish fleshy ; iris red {Hume Coll.). Iris blood-

red ; bill sordid sanguine (Jerdon).
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Length about 5 ; tail 2-2 ; -wing 2"1 ; tarsus •? ; bill from

gape 'es.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree to Nepal. This species

does not appear to occur in Sikhim. It ranges up to 7000 feet.^

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in June and probably in other months, making

a cup-shaped nest of dry reed-leaves lined with grass in a bush.

The eggs are white speckled with reddish, and measure "66 by "SI.

Genus CTANODERMA, Salvadori, 1874.

This genus differs from the two preceding in having the

culmen straight on its basal half and slightly curved on its terminal

half. Also in having the orbits naked and of a bright colour in

life.

Sharps (Notes from the Leyden Museum, vi, p. 176) has been

persuaded into uniting his genus StacTiyrTiidopsis with Cyanoderma

;

but I am of opinion that the two genera are quite distinct, and the

characters pointed out above should be sufficient to differentiate

the two.

175. Cyanoderma erythropterum. The Eed-winged Babbler.

Timalia erythroptera, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 794 (1842) ; id. Cat.

p. 160 ; Hwsf. ^ M. Cat. i. pp. 229, 420; Hume, 8. F. ill, p. 322.

Cyanoderma erythropterum (Blyth), Salvad. Ucc. Born. p. 21.3;

Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p, 308 ; Hvme ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 269 ; ITume,

Cat. no. 396 bis ; id. S. F. ix, p. 129 ; Oates in Hume's iV; Sr E.
2nd ed. i, p. 115.

Mixomis erythroptera (BlytK), Oates, B. B. i, p. 51 ; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 580.

Coloration. Forehead, supercilium, ear-coverts, sides of the head
and neck, chin, throat, and breast clear plumbeous ; abdomen,
flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts fulvous brown ; upper plumage
rufescent brown ; wing-coverts, wings, and tail bright ferruginous.

Bill dark plumbeous blue, upper mandible darkest, in some
brownish ; visible skin of cheeks and orbits from pure light to didl

dirty smalt-blue ; iris madder-red to deep brown ; legs, feet, and
claws very pale, almost white, tinged with greenish or yellowish

green {Hume S^ Davison).

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus -8
; bill from gape

•7.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, ranging down
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo.

Habits, ^c. Entirely arboreal. Davison found the nest in April

—

a round ball of dry reed-leaves in a bush ; it did not contain eggs.

Genus MIXORNIS, Hodgs., 1842.

The genus Mixomis differs from all the other genera of slender-
billed Timeliince in having the nostrils oval, exposed and not covered
by a scale or membrane as in the others.
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The two species of Mimomis are not very distinct, and it is

sometimes difficult to separate them.

Key to the Species.

a. Crown pale ferruginous; streaks on breast
confined to shafts M. rubricapilhm, p. 167.

h. Crown chestnut; streaks on breast broad,
wider than shaft M. gtUaris, p. 168.

176. Mixornis rnbricapillns. The Yellow-breasted Babbler.

Motacilla mbicapilla, Tick. J, A. S. B. ii, p. 576 (1833).
Mixornis chloris (ITodffs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 149.

Mixornis rubicapillus ( Tick.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 229 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii,

p. 23 ; Wald. P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 647 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 376; Hume,
N. 8f E. p. 245 ; Ball, S. F. ii, p. 408 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. ] 18

;

Oates, 8. F. v, p. 162 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 635

;

Sume Sj- I)av. 8. F. yi, pp. 266, 614 ; Hume, Cat. no. 395 ; Oaies,

B. B. i, p. 50; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 578; Hume, 8. F. xi,

p. 142 ; dates in Hume's N. Sj F. 2nd ed. i, p. 115.

The Yellota-breasted WrenrBabbler, Jerd.

Kg. 48.—Head of M. riibrioapilhis.

Coloration. Extreme point of forehead and the lores yellow with

black shafts, continued back as a uniform yellow supercilium

;

crown pale ferruginous, blending on the nape with the olive-green

of the upper plumage and sides of neck ; ear-coverts dull yellow

with pale shafts ; cheeks, chin, throat, and upper breast yeUow,

with black shafts ; centre of breast and abdomen plain yellow

;

remainder of lower plumage dull ashy yellow.

Iris dull white ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill horny brown ; legs

fleshy horn-colour; claws yellowish. The iris appears to vary

from white to yellow.

Length about 5 ; tail 2"1 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape
•65.

Distribution. Chutia Nagpur ; Sikhim and along the base of the

Himalayas to the extreme east of Assam, and thence south through

Eastern Bengal and its adjacent hill-tracts to Arrakan and Ten-

asserim, in which latter division this bird is found to a short

distance below Tavoy, where it meets the next species.

Hodgson figures this bird (no. 699), but it is not clear whether

it occurs in Nepal or not. In the Pinwill Collection, however,

there is a specimen from the N.W. Himalayas, and this locality

is probably either Kumaon or G-arhwal.
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Habits, Sfc. This species is usually found in tree- and bush-jungle

creeping about the branches, and it does not appear to feed on the

ground. I have never seen it except on trees. It has a mono-

tonous note, which is constantly uttered throughout the day. It

breeds in May and June, constructing a round nest of grass or

bamboo-leaves in a thick bush not many feet above the ground.

The eggs, usually three in number, are vchite speckled with red,

and measure "68 by '5.

177. Mixornis gularis. The Sumatran Yellow-breasted Babbler.

Motacilla gularis, Jtajl. 'Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 312 (1820).

Mixornis gularis (Raffl.), Blyt.h, Cat. p. 149; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

p. 229 ; Wald. P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 648, 1872, p. 876 ; Hume Sf Dav.

S. F. vi, p. 266 ; Hume, Cat. no. 395 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p, 51

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 576 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 116.

Coloration. Eeserables M. rubricapillus. Differs in having the

cheeks, chin, throat, and upper breast with broad black shaft-

streaks (not black shafts merely) ; the crown of a chestnut>-brown

(not pale ferruginous) ; the upper plumage more rufous, and the

exposed parts of the wings castaneous.

Iris pale red-brown ; lower mandible and orbital skin pale blue

;

rest of bill bluish brown ; legs and feet greenish brown {Davison).

Of very slightly larger size than M. ntbricapillits.

In addition to the points of difference noted above as existing

between this species and M. rubricapillus, it should be observed

that the iris is red-brown as recorded by Davison.
Distribution. Southern Tenasserim from Mergui, extending down

the Malay peninsula to Sumatra.

Genus SCH(ENIPARUS, Hume, 1874.

"With the genus Schceniparus we enter on a group of small birds
with short blunt bills like the Tits, and with very strong feet.

Their proper position is undoubtedly in this subfamily, both on
account of their structure and their habits.

This first genus Schceniparus may be separated from the three
that follow it, first, by the nostrils being free and not overhung by
hairs, and, secondly, by the tail being equal in length to the wing.
The bill is also stronger than in the other genera.

Key to the Species,

a. No chestnut band across throat.

o'. Sides of neck plain S. dubius, p. 168.
6'. Sides of neck streaked S. mandellii, p. 169.

0. A chestnut band across throat S. rufigularis,-^. 170.

178. Schceniparus dubius. Humes Tit-Babbler.

Proparus dubius, Hume, Proc. A. S. B. 1874, p. 107 ; id. S. F. ii
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p. 447 ; Wald. in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 110 ; Davison, S. F. v,

p. 469 ; Sume 8f Dav. 8. F. vi, pp. 372, 519 ; ITume, Cat. no. 622
bis ; Oatet, B. B. i, p. 148.

Minla dubia (Smne), Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 611.

Schoenipai'us dubius (Hume), Hume, S. F. ii, p. 449 ; Salvadori, Ann.
Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 607 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 117.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape reddish brown, each

feather obsoletely margined darker, and the forehead tinged with

chestnut ; lores and a band on each side of the crown, the two bands

more or less blending on the upper back, black ; a white super-

cilium commencing at the eye and reaching to the nape ; ear-

coverts and sides of neck pale fulvous brown ; upper plumage
oUve-brown, tinged with rufous on the exposed parts of the wings

and tail ; lower plumage pale fulvous, whitish on the chin and
throat, suffused with olivaceous on the sides of the breast and
abdomen and on the under tail-coverts.

Legs, feet, and claws fleshy ; bill dull black or dark brown,

generally pale at the base of the lower mandible ; iris sometimes

yellowish red, sometimes pale yellowsh or sienna-brown or slaty-

pink (Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus "85 ; bill from

Distribution. The northern portion of Tenasserim, where this

bird has been procured at Pahpoon, and the central portion, where
it has been found on Muleyit mountain at 5000 to 6000 feet of

elevation.

Habits, 3fc. Davison informs us that this bird feeds much on the

ground and among the low brushwood, entirely on insects. It is

by no means shy, and when alarmed utters its note repeatedly.

He found the nest on Muleyit, a globular structure of dry reed-

leaves lined with fibres, situated on the ground at the base of a

plant. The eggs, three in number, are white, spotted with black

and smudged with brown, and measure "78 by "59.

179. Schoeniparas mandellii. Mandelli's Tit-Babbler.

Minla mandellii, GodwinrAusten, A. M. N. H. (4) ivii, p. 33 (1876) ;

Hum£, 8. F. iv, p. 490 ; Godw.-Awst. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, pp. 82,

200, xlvii, p. 25 ; id. Ibis, 1878, p. 116 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 610.

Proparus mandellii (Godw.-Aust), Hume, Cat. no. 622 ter ; id. 8. F.

xi, p. 250.

Coloration. Eorehead, crown, and nape reddish brown, each

feather distinctly margined with dark brown, and the forehead

tinged with chestnut ; lores and a band on each side of the crown,

the two bands more or less blending on the upper back, black

;

the upper back, the hind neck, and the sides of the neck streaked

with fulvous and dark brown or black, the inner webs of the feathers

being fulvous, and the outer brown or black ; a white supercilium

commencing at the eye and reaching to the nape ; ear-coverts dark

hair-brown ; upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the
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exposed parts of the wings and tail ; lower plumage pale fulvous,

suffused with olivaceous on the sides of the breast and abdomen
and on the under tail-coverts.

Legs and feet pale yellovidsh fleshy-brown; bill black; iris

reddish maroon (Smwi«) ; iris ved {CocMwm) ; iris dark red-brown
(Godw.-Aust.).

Length about 5-5; tail 2'3; wing 2-3 ; tarsus '85; bill from
gape "6.

Fig. 49.—Head of 8. mandellii.

This species differs from S. dvibivs in having the hind neck and
the sides of the neck streaked, the crown darker rufous, with more
prominent dark edges to the feathers, the ear-coverts much darker
brown, and the chin and throat fulvous. A . specimen from the
pine-forests of the Salween is somewhat intermediate.

Distribution. The Daphla, Ifdga, and Khasi hills ; Manipur.
Habits, Sfc. Hume observes that this bird keeps in small parties

of three to six in number, and haunts the brushwood, balsams, and
other plants growing in the deep shade of forests. It is active,

nimble, and restless.

180. Schoeniparus rnfigiilaris. The Bed-throated Tit-Babbler.

Minla ruflgularis, MandeUi, 8. F. i, p. 416 (1873) ; Godw.-Aust.
A. M. N. H. (4) xvii, p. 33 ; id. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 199,
xlvii, pt. ii, p. 25 ; Hume, Cat. p. 618 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 610 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 249.

Alcippe collaris, WaU. A. M. N. H. (4) xlv, p. 166 (1874) ; Hum^,
8. F. m, p. 281 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 82.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut, bounded on
each side by a black band, the two bands blending on the nape

;

lores and a supercilium, below and next to the black band, white •

the upper part of the ear-coverts and a patch below the eye
blackish; the lower part of the ear-coverts rufous, connected
together by a broad chestnut band across the throat ; upper
plumage, wings, and tail olive-green, the outer webs of the wings
and tail suffused with fulvous ; chin, throat, and centre of breast
and abdomen white ; remainder of the lower plumage olivaceous
tinged with rufous on the under tail-coverts.

Legs and feet pale yellowish homy-brown ; bill black ; inside
of mouth yellow (Hume).

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from
gape '6.



SITTIPAEirS. 171

_
Distribution. The Bhutan doars ; Daphla hills ; Ndga hills ; Ma-

nipur.

Sabits,4re. This Tit-Babbler appears to be numerous on the Daphla
hills at 3000 feet of elevation. Nothing about its habits is on record.

Genus SITTIPARTJS, n. gen.

The genus for which I propose the name of Sittiparus (with

5. dnereus as the type) contains two birds which are quite different

from Schomiparus on the one hand, and from Proparus and Lioparus

on the other.

In 1844 (J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 939) Hodgson proposed the name
of Certhiparus for S. castaneiceps. This name had, however, been

given by Lafresnaye two years previously to some birds from New
Zealand, and Hodgson's name cannot therefore be retained.

Sittiparus is one of the genera of Timeliine birds with a Tit-like

bill. It differs from Sch(Miparus in having the tail very much
shorter than the wing, and from Proparus and Lioparus in having

no hairs overhanging the nostrils.

Key to the Species.

a. Head grey ; a long black supercilium S. einereus, p. 171.

6. Head chestnut ; no black supercilium S. castaneiceps, p. 172.

181. Sittiparus einereus. The DusJcy-green Tit-Babbler.

Minla cinerea, JSh/th, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 449 (1847) ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 255 ; Oodmn-Austen, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109 ; Blanf.

J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 166 ; Hume, Cat. no. 620.

Leiothrix cinerea (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 100 ; Horsf. & M. Cat. i,

p. 367 ; Moore, P. Z. 8. 1854, p. 142.

The Dusky-green Hill-Tit, Jerd.

Fig. 50.—Head of 8. einereus.

Coloration. Upper plumage greyish green, the feathers of the

forehead, crown, and nape margined with black ; a broad black

band on each side of the crown from the forehead to the nape,

terminating in a number of streaks on the upper back ; a broad

pale yellow supercilium from the bill to the nape under the black

coronal band ; a spot in front of the eye and a band behind, black ;

ear-coverts mingled greyish and black ; cheeks yellow, tipped black|

wings and tail suffused on the outer webs of the feathers with the
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colour of the back ; chin, throat, breast, abdomen, and under tail-

coverts yellow ; sides of neck, breast, and abdomen olivaceous.

Bill dusky ; legs fleshy yellow ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1'7 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from
gape "55.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim ; the Kldsi bills.

There is nothing on record about the habits of this bird.

182. Sittiparus castaneiceps. The Ghestnut-headed Tit-Babbler.

Minla castaniceps, Hodgs. Ind. Hev. 1838, p. 33 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 256

;

Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109.

Leiothrix castaniceps (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 100 ; Sorsf. 8f M. Cai.

i, p. .367.

Minla castaneiceps (Hodgs.), Hume, N. §• B. p. 393 ; Wald. in BlytKs
Birds Burm. p. 110 ; jDavison, S. F. v, p. 459 ; Hume Sf Dav. S. F.
vi, p. 372 ; Hume, Cat. no. 619 ; Smlly, 8. F. viii, p. 320 ; Gates,

B. B. i, p. 146 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 608 ; Salvadori, Ann.
Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 601 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 249.

Minla brunneicauda, Sharpe, Cai. B. M. vii, p. 609 (1883).
Sittipaius castaneiceps (Hodgs.), Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 118.

The Chestnut-headed Hill-Tit, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut-brown, the
feathers of the forehead with broad white streaks, those of the
crown and nape with pale rufous streaks ; sides of the forehead,

lores, a broad supercilium, the ear-coverts, and a patch under the
eye white ; a spot in front of the eye, a broad streak behind the
eye and over the ear-coverts, aud a narrow moustachial streak

black ; back, scapulars, rump, and the smaller wing-coverts olive-

green, tinged with fulvous ; greater wing-coverts and primary-
coverts black ; winglet white on the outer webs, black on the inner

;

the earlier primaries, edged with hoary grey, the others and the
secondaries edged with chestnut on the base of the outer webs, with
olive-green on the other parts ; tertiaries broadly edged with olive-

green on both webs ; chin, throat, breast, abdomen, aud under tail-

coverts pale fulvous white ; sides of breast and body ochraceous
;

under wing-eoverts white.

Upper mandible dusky ; the lower livid, yellow at base ; iris

crimson (in one bird dark brownish red)
; gape yellow ; feet dingy

greenish yellow ; claws yellowish horny (Scully).

Length about4-5; tail 1-6; wing 2-2; tarsus '8; bill from gape -55.

I cannot separate S. brunneicauda, and I believe that Sharpe
himself does not now consider it distinct.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, the Ehasi and Garo hills, Manipur,
Karennee and Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim.

Habits, Sfc. Davison says :— " This little bird was common on the
slopes of Muleyit from 3500 feet and upwards, usually going
about in flocks of twenty or more, aud hunting in a systematic
manner amongst the brushwood and trees, peering into every
crack and cranny and keeping up the whole time a low twittering."
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Two nests of this species were found by Davison on Muleyit
mountain in February. In both, cases the nests were constructed of

green moss lined with fibres and dry leaves, and were cup-shaped.

One nest was placed in a masss of creepers about five feet from
the ground, and the other in the moss growing on the trunk of a

large tree. The eggs were white minutely spotted with black, and
three in number in each instance ; they measured "73 by "57.

Genus PROPARUS, Hodgs., 1841.

The geuus Proparus is the third of the Timeliine genera with a

Tit-like bill. It may be recognized by the hairs which overhang

the nostrils, the narrower bUl, and the immense hind claw which is

as long as the hind toe ; the rictal bristles are short. The tail and
wing are about equal in length.

This genus agrees in every minute particular with Fulvetta of

David and Oustalet, which was instituted for some birds from the

mountains of China.

183. Proparus vinipectus. The Plain-brown Tit-BahUer.

Siva vinipectus, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 89.

Leiothrix vinipectus {Hodffs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 100 ; Horsf. S( M. Cat.

i, p. 368.

Proparus vinipectus {Hodya.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 257 ; Stoliczka, J. A.
S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 50 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 45

;

Godw.-Auit. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169 ; Hunie., N. Sf E. p. 394

;

id. Cat. no 622 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 119.

Alcippe vinipectus (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 619.

The Plain Brovm Hill-Thrush, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and scapulars vinous

brown ; lores dusky ; a very broad white supercilium to the nape,

bordered above by a black band reaching beyond the nape, which

tends to meet its fellow on the upper back ; rump and upper wing-

and tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail brown, washed with ferruginous

on the base and the outer webs ; the earlier primaries edged with

hoary grey, the next few entirely black on the outer webs, the

remaining quills ferruginous on the outer webs ; ear-coverts and

cheeks vinous brown like the crown ; chin, throat, and upper breast

white, vidth indistinct dusky streaks; lower breast vinous ; abdomen,

flanks, and under tail-coverts fulvous.

Bill and legs fleshy brown (Jerdon) ; iris dark brown (Hume
Coll.) ; iris pale ochre ; legs and feet pale umber-grey (

Qodw.-

Aust.) ; iris yellow, with a reddish tinge ; legs livid ; bill dusky

above, livid below {Blanf.).

Length about 4-8; tail 2-2; wing 2-3; tarsus "9; bill from

g^pe "5.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim up

to elevations of 11,000 feet or more ; Japvo peak, Burrail range at

9000 feet.
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Habits, Sfc. Of this bird nothing is recorded except the nidiflcatio^

It breeds in Sikhim in May and June, constructing a cup-shap^
nest of grass and bamboo-leaves in the branches of dense brush-

wood not much above the ground. One egg described by Hume
was pale green with sepia marks, and measured '73 by "55.

Genus LIOPARUS, n. gen.

I propose the name of Lioparus for the last of the four genera

of Tit-like Timeliince, with L. ehrysoms as the type, a bird which has

been placed in the genus Propa/rus by most authors.

Lioparus differs from Schoeniparus and Sittiparus by having

numerous hairs overhanging the nostrils, and from Proparus by
its long rictal bristles which reach nearly to the tip of the bill, by its

broader bUl, and by its much smaller hind claw, which measures
much less than the hind toe.

The plumage of this bird is remarkably sleek and soft,

184. Idoparns chryssens. The Golderir-breasted Tit-Bahhler.

Propaius ? chrysseus, Hodgs. in Ch-ay's Zool. Misc. y. 84 (1844),
Proparus chrysotis (Hodgs.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 938 (1844).
Leiothrix chrysotis (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 100.

Leiothrix chrysoeus (Hodgs.), Horsf. 8r M. Cat. i, p. 367.

Proparus chryssBus (Hoc^s.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 256 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B.
xli, pt. ii, p. 45 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. JB. xLv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume,
N. § E. p. 394; id. Cat. no. 621 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii,

pt. il, p. 19 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 250.

Alcippe chryssea (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 627.

Lioparus chrysseus (Hodgs.), Oates in Hum^s M. Sr E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 120.

Prong-samyer-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, and lores soft blackish ashy

;

ear-coverts, cheeks, and a ring round the eye silveiy white, the
first streaked with ashy ; back and scapulars ashy olive ; rump and
upper taU-coverts olive-green ; tail brown, the basal two thirds of
the outer webs of all the feathers margined with orange-yellow

;

wing-coverts black ; wings dark brown, the first five primaries edged
vidth orange-yellow; the secondaries all broadly margined with
orauge-yellow and tipped white ; tertiaries broadly margined with
white interiorly ; chin and throat silvery ashy brown ; remainder of
lower plumage bright orange-yellow

Bill plumbeous; legs pale fleshy; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 4-5 ; tail 1-9 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from
gape •45.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim ; the Daphla and Eastern Ndga
hills ; Manipur, Eound on hills and mountains up to 9000 feet or
probably higher.

Habits, 4rc. Absolutely nothing is known about the general habits
of this bird. Of its nidification Hodgson relates that it lays three
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or four egg8 in. an egg-shaped nest made of bamboo-leaves and
grass in a clump of bamboos. The eggs appear to be .white, spotted

with brownish red, and to measure ? by '5.

Genus RIMATOR, Blyth, 1847.

The sole bird which constitutes the genus Rimator is remarkable

for its very long bill and its very short tail. There can be no doubt

that its proper position is in this subfamily, but it has no very close

ally.

In this genus the bill is slender and as long as the head ; the cul-

men is curved downwards and the tip of the bill is barely notched

;

the rictal bristles are short ; the nostrils are open ovals. The tail

is less than half the length of the wing and slightly rounded.

The only species known inhabits the higher mountains of Sikhim
and Manipur.

185. Rimator malacoptilus. The Long-billed Babbler.

Rimator malacoptilus, Blyth, J. A. S, B. xvi, pp. 155, 864, 878
(1847) ; id. Cat. p. 338; Horaf. i^ M. Cat. ii, p. 717; Jerd. B. I.

i, p. 493 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 196 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 335 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 694; Sume, S. F. xi, p. 121.
Oaulodromus gracei, Gray 8f Mitch. Oen. Birds, i, p. 143, pi. 44,

fig. 4.

Merva jerdonii, Sodgs. Cak. Journ. N, H. viii, p. 46, pi. iii, fig. 2
(1847).

The Long-billed Wren, Jerd, ; Karriah-tungbrek-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 51.—Head of B. nudacoptihs.

Coloration. Porehead, crown, nape, sides of the neck, and mantle
dark rufescent brown, vtdth very distinct fulvous shaft-streaks ; the
feathers of the back vidth the inner webs black, and the outer webs
brown and with pale fulvous shafts ; rump, upper tail-coverts, and
tail plain rufescent ; wing-coverts and the outer webs of the quills

rufous-brown, the former with pale shafts ; lores fulvous ; ear-

coverts rufouB-ashy with paler shafts ; cheeks mingled black and
fulvous, with a black line above ; chin fulvous white ; throat, breast,

and abdomen rufescent brown, with large pale fulvous shaft-

streaks ; sides of body and thighs plain rufescent brown ; vent and
under tail-coverts ferruginous.

BUI dark horny, fleshy at the base ; legs brownish red ; iris

light brown (Jerdon).

Length nearly 5; tail 1; wing 2-3; tarsus '9; bill from gape
•95.
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Distribution. Sikhim and Manipur, only at considerable elevations.

There are some specimens of this bird in the British Museum, col-

lected by Hodgson, but it is not clear whether they were obtained

in Nepal or in Sikhim.

Habits, ^0. As remarked by Jerdon, this species is probably a

ground feeder in thick brushwood, and its food consists of insects.

Genus TURDINULUS, Hume, 1878.

The proper position of this genus is doubtless near the thick-

billed genera such as Drymoeataphus, but it is more convenient to

place it here.

In Turdinuhis the tail is reduced to a minimum in length. The
bill is of the same shape as that of Drymoeataphus (fig. 41, p. 146),
and the nostrils of both genera are alike. The rictal bristles are

moderate.

186. Turdinulus roberti. Robert's Babbler.

Myiothera miirina, Mull, apud Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 47.

Pnoepyga caudata, Blyth, apud Godw.-Auat. J. A. S. B. ixxix,
pt. ii, p. 101 (1870).

Pnoepyga roberti, Oodw.-Aust. Sf Wald. Ibis, 1875, p. 252; Godw.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv," pt. ii, p. 195 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 218.

Turdinulus roberti (G.-A. !^ Wald.), Hume, S. F. vi,
f

. 234 (1878)

;

Hume, Cat. no. 332 ter ; Sharpe, Notes Leyd. Mus. vi, p. 173.
Turdinulus murinus (Mull.), apud Hume, S. F. ix, p. 115; Oates,B.B.

i, p. 62 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 693.

Coloration. Upper plumage with the taU and exposed parts of
the wings rufescent olive-brown, the forehead decidedly fulvous, the
feathers of the crown, nape, and back edged with black, and those
of the back with fulvous shaft-streaks, as also those of the lesser

wing-coverts, the median and greater coverts and tertiaries with
terminal fulVous-white spots ; lores and a long supercilium to the
nape fulvous ; sides of the head fulvous mottled with black, the
ear-coverts with paler shafts, and the cheeks narrowly banded with
black ; ciiin and throat pale fulvous, generally quite plain, occasion-
ally with a few very minute brown specks

"; breast and abdomen
fulvous, the edges of the feathers broadly brown ; sides of body
and thighs nearly uniform fulvescent brown ; under tail-coverts
ferruginous.

Legs, feet, and claws pale brown and brown to pale fleshy-brown
and dusky fleshy ; upper mandible brown to black, lower pale to
dark plumbeous ; iris brown, light brown, cinnabar, sienna-brown,
deep brown {Hume).

Length about 4-5 ; tail -9 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape
'75.

Distribution. Asalii and also at Chakha in the Manipur hills ;

Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim at 5000 feet and upwards!
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The species found in Sumatra and identified by Blyth with T. roherti

does not, according to Sharpe, appear to be the same.
Hahits, SfC. Mr. Davison observes that these birds are generally

seen in pairs, occasionally three .or four together, hopping about on
the ground or amongst the stems of the undergrowth only in the
densest portions of the forest. They are not shy and do not fly

unless very closely pressed.

Subfamily BRACHYPTEIIYGIN./E.

The subfamily Brachypteryginm forms a group of birds which, in

addition to possessing the general characters of the family, are

specially recognizable by their long legs and short tails. In habits

they are terrestrial, and nearly all of them are skulkers in thick

brushwood.
This subfamily connects the Turdidce with the Crateropodidce.

Its members have still, in great measure, the habits of Thrushes,
but the young have emancipated themselves from the mottled

plumage. With two exceptions the adults have given up their

migratory habits, and the two sexes of many of them have the
plumage alike. The eggs of " tiearly all the species, so far as they

are kiiovnn, are spotted.

Key to the Genera.

a. Tail much longer than tarsus.

a'. Tail hut little graduated or neai'ly square,

outer feathers falling short of tip of

tail hy less than half the length of

tarsus.

a".. Tail not less than twice the length of

tarsus.

a' "- Second primary equal to or exceed-

ing the longest secondaries.

a*. First primary longer than half the

second Myiophonetts, p. 178.

J*. First primary shorter than half the

second LABvrvoHA, p. 181.

h'". Second primary much shorter than
the longest secondaries.

c*. Nostrils round Aebenga, p. 183.

d*. Nostrils long ovals Bbachyptehyx, p. 184.

6". Tail much shorter than tvrice the length

oftarsus Dbymochabes, p. 186.

h' . Tail greatly graduated, outer feathers fall-

ing short of tip of tail by as much as

length of tarsus.

e". Nostrils roundish ovals, pierced in the

anterior comer of the membrane .... Hodgsonius, p. 189.

rf''. Nostrils linear, pierced along the lower

edge of the covering membrane Elapheohnis, p. 190.

VOL. I. N
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b. Tail much shorter than tarsus.

e". Breadth of bill at the nostrils greater

than its depth Tesia, p. 191.

/"- Breadth of bill at the nostrils equal to

its depth Oliguba, p. 193.

Genus MYIOPHONEUS, Temminck, 1823.

The genus Myiophoneus contains a few species of birds of very

brilliant blue plumage. Three occur within our limits and others

are found in China and the Malayan islands.

In Myiophoneus the bill is very stout, but somewhat shorter than
the head, compressed laterally, and considerably hooked at the tip,

and the nostrils are round. The wing is rounded, but not nearly

BO much so as in Arrenga. The legs and feet are remarkably strong.

The young birds are very similar to the adults, but for the first

few weeks or perhaps months the brilliant glossy spots of the adult

are absent. The adults of both sexes resemble each other.

Key to the Species.

a. Bill more or less yellow.

a'. Median wing-coverts tipped white M. temminchi, p. 178.

b'. Median wing-coverts plain M. evgenii, p. 179.

h. Bill entirely black , M. TmrsflMi, p. ] 80.

1 87. Myiophoneus temmincM. The Eimalayan WhistUng-Thrusli.

Myiophonus temminckii, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 171 ; Gould, Cent.

pi. 21 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 159; Jerd. B. /. i, p. 600; Hume, N. Sr E.
p. 221 ; Hume Sr Henderson, Lah. to Yark. p. 187 ; Hume, S. F.
li, p. 331, iii, p. 106 ; id. Cat. no. 343 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 281

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 18 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 7 ; Hume, S. F.
xi, p. 122 ; Oates in Hume's iV. ^ F. 2nd ed. i, p. 120.

Myiophonus ceeruleus' (Scop.), apud Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 199.

The Yellow-billed Whistling-Thi-ush, Jerd. ; Kastura, of the Hills (N.W.
Himalaya) ; Kaljit, of the Boon ; Chamong-pho, Lepch. ; Tetiman, Bhut.

;

Simt4ng, Khdsi.

Coloration. Lores and base of forehead blacli, the forehead higher
"up bright cobalt-blue ; the whole plumage blue, each feather tipped
with glistening blue ; wings and tail overlaid with cobalt-blue on
the outer webs ; lesser wing-coverts black, with broad margins of
glistening cobalt-blue ; median wing-coverts tipped with white.
The young have the upper plumage and wings dull blue without

the glistening tips ; the whole lower plumage dull black ; tail like
that of the adult.

Bill yellow, the culmen and the base of the upper mandible
blackish ; iris brown ; feet and claws black.

Length about 13-5; tail 5-5; wing 7; tarsus 2-1; bill from
gape 1-6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Haziira country and Gilgit
to the Daphla hills in Assam ; the hill-ranges south of Assam

;
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Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan, and probably the whole country west
of the Irrawaddy river ; Karennee and the Karen hills, where this

is found together with the next species. This bird also extends

into Afghanistan and Turkestan.

In summer this species is found up to 11,000 feet, but in winter

it descends to lower levels and even to the plains. In Oachar it is

said to be merely a winter visitor.

Habits, 6(c. This species frequents hill-streams and torrents,

perching on rocks and snags and feeding largely on snails, the shells

of which are frequently found accumulated on the ground where
the bird has been in the habit of breaking them up. It has a loud

and pretty whistling note. It breeds from April to June, con-

structing a massive cup-shaped nest of roots and moss in a crevice

of a rock or in the root of some up-turned tree in the river-bed

near or under a waterfall, and laying from three to five eggs, which
are pale grey or green, speckled with pink and brown. The eggs

measure 1'42 by 1,

188. Myiophouens eugenii. The Burmese Whistling-Thrush.

Myiophoneus eugenei, Hume, S. F. i, p. 475 (1873), iii, p. 106, v,

p. 118, note ; Hume 8/- Dav. S. F. vi, p. 236 ; Hume, Cat. no. 343 bis

;

Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 176 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 204 ; id. B. B. i, p. 17

;

Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 9; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2)

V, p. 610 ; Oates in HumSs N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 123.

Fig. 52.—Head of M. engenii.

Coloration, Eesembles M. temmincki. Differs in having the

median upper wing-coverts without the conspicuous white tips of

that species, and in having a bill much larger and with less black on

the upper mandible.

Bill orange-yellow, the region of the nostrils and a portion of

the culmen dark brown ; month yellow ; iris umber-brown ; eyelids

straw-yellow ; legs black.

Length about 13"5 ; tail 5-5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 2-3 ; bill from

gape 1"7.

Distribution, The whole of Pegu east of the Irrawaddy river

;

the Karen hills ; Karennee ; the pine-forests of the Salween river

;

Tr2
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the central portibn of Tenasserim, and the Thoungyeen valley

;

extending into Siara.
• j, • c a

Habits, 4-c. Like the preceding species, the present bird is tound

in rocky streams as a rule, but Mr.JFea procured the only specimen

that he observed in Tenasserim near the Farm Oaves of Moulmein.

Bingham got the nest in April in the Thoungyeen valley. It was

made of green moss and black roots and fibres, and was placed on

a dead tree which had been caught by rocks in the river-bed. The

eggs were of a pale stone-colour, spotted -with reddish brown, and

measured about 1'48 by 1"02.

189. Myiophoneus horsfieldi. The Malabar Whistling-Thrush.

Mviophonus horsfleldii, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 35 ; GoM, Cent.

pi. 20 ; Bhjth, Cat. p. 159; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 200 ; Jerd. B. 1.

i, p. 499 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 179 ; McMaster, J. A.

SB. xl, pt. ii, p. 211'; Bume, N. ^ E. p. 221 ; Ball, S. F. ii, p. 406,

iii, p. 292 ; Btdler, S. F. iii, p. 469 ; Bourditlon, S. F. iv, p. 398

;

Davidson & Wendm, S. F. vii, p. 81 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 212

;

Hume, Cat: no. 342 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 373; Sharpe, Cat, B. M.

vii, p. 10 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 168 ; Dates in Hume's N. ^ E.

2nd ed. i, p. 124.

Guntortikkee, Canarese.

Coloration. The whole head and neck deep black, with a crescentic

band of bright cobalt-blue on the anterior porrion of the crown

;

upper plumage black, each feather broadly edged with blue ; tail

blue, with black shafts ; lesser wing-coverts cobalt-blue ; middle

coverts black, tipped with cobalt-blue ; greater coverts black, edged

with blue: outer webs of the quills chiefly blue, inner webs black

;

breast and abdomen black, fringed with cobalt-blue ; vent and under

tail-coverts dull blue.

The young have the wings and tail like the adult, but all the

other parts of the plumage dull black.

Iris deep brown ; legs and bill black (Davison).

Length about 12 ; tail 4-5 ; wing 6-2 ; tarsus 1"9 ; bill from

gape 1'6.

Distribution. The Indian peninsula. To the north-west this spe-

cies has been noticed as far as Mount Abu and to the north-east as

far as Sirguja and Sambalpur ; it extends down to Travancore. It

has not, however, been recorded from the Eastern coast of India.

Habits, Sfc. Inhabits forests in the neighbourhood of hill-streams,'

and is found from near the level of the sea up to 6000 feet. Breeds

from March to July, constructing a massive cup-shaped nest of

roots, dead leaves, and vegetable matter on some rock in a mountain-
torrent or on a ledge of a cliff, or very frequently in a hole of some
tree a considerable height from the ground. The eggs, three in

number, are salmon-coloured or pink marked with pinkish brown,
and measure about 1-3 by '95. The note of this bird is a fine

whistle.
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Genus LARVIVOEA, Hodgs., 1837.

The genus Larvivora contains two species, one of which is

confined to India and the other is found in the eastern portion

of the Empire and Eastern Asia in general. The first is a migra-
tory bird in a small degree, moving from the hills to the plains and
back again according to season ; of the second very little is known
except that it has a very extensive range.

In Larvivora the sexes differ in colour, and all the evidence I

have been able to collect points to the fact that the nestling resembles

the female. The position of this genus is therefore in this sub-

family, to which its coloration, habits, long legs, and short tail further

ally it.

In this genus the bill is slender and about half the length of the

head and the nostrils are long ovals. The wing is somewhat pointed,

with the first primary of comparatively small size ; the tarsus is

slender and long and the tail is very much shorter than the wing',

whereas in the !Robins, to which the Blue Chats bear considerable

resemblance, the tail is proportionately much longer.

Key to the Species.

a. Upper plumage blue.

a'. Lower plumage white L. cyanea ^ , p. 181.
6'. Lower plumage bright chestnut L. brunnea <S , p. 182.

6. Upper plumage olive-brown,

c'. Throat and hrea.st pale fulvous, mottled with
brown L. cyanea J , p. 181.

d'. Throat and breast bright fulvous, mottled

with brown Z|. brunnea J , p. 182.

190. Larvivora cyanea. The Siberian Blue Chat.

Motacilla cyane, Pall. JReis. Rziss. Reichs, iii, p. 697 (1776).

Larvivora gracilis, Swinh. Ibis, 1861, p. 262.

Brachypteryx vel Oallene, sp., Beavan, Ibis, 1870, p. 321 ; Blyth, Birds

Burm. p. 101.

Larvivora cyane (PoB.), Wald. in BlytKs Birds Burm. p. 101 ; Hume
8f Dav. S. F. VI, pp. 335, 516 ; Sume, Cat. no. 507 bis ; Bingham,
S. F. ix, p. 185 ; Dates, S. F. x, p. 213 ; Hwme, S. F. xi, p. 198.

Erithacus cyaneus (PaU.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 303 ; Gates, B. B.

i, p. 13.

Pig. 53.—Head of L. cyanea.

Coloration. Mah. The base of the bill, the lores, and a line

under the cheeks black j cheeks, ear-coverts, and the whole upper
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plumage blue; wings and tail brown, washed with blue on

the outer webs ; the whole lower plumage pure white, the flanks

washed with brown.

Female. The whole upper plumage and the lesser upper wing-

coverts olive-brown, tinged with russet on the upper tail-coverts ;

greater coverts and quUls brown, suffused with rufous on the outer

webs, the former also distinctly tipped with rufous ; tail brown,

suffused with russet j forehead, lores, and sides of the head rufous,

mottled with brown ; middle of chin and throat, the abdomen, and

under tail-coverts pure white ; sides of the chin and the throat and

the whole breast pale fulvous, each feather margined with brown,

causing a mottled appearance ; sides of the body plain fulvous.

The young are coloured like the female. Young males assume

a little blue on the back and upper tail-coverts at an early age.

Legs, feet, and claws fleshy white ; upper mandible in the male

dark, in the female pale horny brown ; lower mandible fleshy white

or pale brown ; gape fleshy white ; (one male had the upper mandible

horny black ;) irides deep brown (Davison).

Length 5-6 j tail 1-8 ; wing 2-8 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from gape -7.

Distribution. Has been procured in Lower Pegu by myself and
in various locaUties in Tenasserim by Davison and Bingham. Hume
obtained this bird in Manipur at the end of April. In the Pinwill

Collection in the British Museum there is a specimen which is said

to have been procured in the N.W. Himalayas near Simla. I
know of no other instance of the occurrence of the present species

in India proper; but Seebohm asserts that it winters in North India,

a somewhat sweeping statement which requires confirmation.

I am by no means certain that this bird is more than a partial

migrant in Burma. I procured the only specimen I ever met with
in Burma on the 21st May, and the fact that specimens were col-

lected by Davison and Bingham only in the winter months goes for
little when it is remembered that the collection of birds is suspended
in Burma in great measure in the wet season or summer months,
owing to the heavy rainfall and the impenetrability of the jungle
at that period of the year.

This species has a wide range, being found in Eastern Asia from
Siberia to Borneo.

Habits, 4rc. This Blue Chat keeps entirely to the ground in dense
vegetation, and occurs solitarily or in pairs.

191. Larvivora brimnea. The Indian Blue Chat.

Larvivora cyana, Hod</s. J. A. 8. B. vi, p. 102 (1837) ; Horsf. & M.
Cat. i, p. 310 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 145 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. J. xxxvii'
pt. 11, p. 44 ; Hume, iV. Sr E. p. 324 ; Legge, S. F. iii, p. 369.

Lftrvivora brunnea, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. vi, p. 102 (1837) ; Zeoae
Birds Ceyl. p. 446 ; Gates in Hume's N. Sf F. 2nd ed. i, p. 127

'

Phoenicura superciliaris, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, p.'lYo f18441
Calliope cyana {Hodgs.), Biyth, Cat. p. 169.

tr \ j-

Larvivora superciliaris {Jerd.), Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 16 ; Blanf. J. A
S. B. xh, pt. ii, p. 161 ; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 240 ; Fairbank, S. !•.
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iv, p. 259; Davidson <§• Wenden, S. F. yii, p. 83; Ball, S. F. vii,

p. 216 ; Hume, Cat. no. 507 ; Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 474 ; Vidal, S.

F. ix, p. 66 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 405; Davison, iS. F. x, p. 389

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 208 ; JHume, S. F. xi, p. 197.
Erithacus brunneus (JSodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 302.

The Blue Wood-Chat, Jerd. ; Manzhil-pho, Lepch,

Coloration. Male. Tie lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts black,

produced as a band down the sides of the neck ; a distinct white
supercilium to the nape ; the whole upper plumage, wing-coverts,

and the exposed parts of the wings and tail dull blue ;
point of

the chin and a narrow line bordering the black cheeks white

;

throat, breast, and sides of the bodj bright chestnut ; under wing-
coverts blue; remainder of the lower plumage white.

Female. Very similar to the female of L. cyanea, difEering merely
by the greater intensity of the fulvous on the breast.

The young resemble the adult female.

Bill black ; legs and feet fleshy ; iris very dark brown {Davison).

Of about the same size as L. cyanea.

Distribution. Every suitable portion of India proper from Murree
to Shillong and down to Travancore and Ceylon. In many parts

of the Himalayas and on the Nilglris this bird is a permanent resi-

dent, but in the plains it appears to be merely a winter visitor. Its

migrations, however, are very limited in extent, resolving them-
selves chiefly to movements from one elevation to another according

to season and not extending far horizontally.

Habits, d/-c. This species is found in forests and thick jungle.

It appears to feed entirely on the ground and to be of a shy nature.

It breeds on the higher portions of its range, constructing a small

nest of moss and leaves in a hole in a tree. The eggs are pale

brownish or greenish, speckled with brownish red, and measure
about -98 by -67.

Genus ARRENGA, Lesson, 1831.

The genus Arrenga is represented within our limits by one
species, an inhabitant of Ceylon. The history of the genus is veifl

incomplete owing to its rarity, but there can be little doubt thatM
position is in this subfamily. ^

In general appearance Arrenga resembles Myiophoneus, but the

two genera differ in the shape of the wing. In Arrenga the bill is

stout, half as long as the head, and well bent down at the tip ; the

rictal bristles are long and the nostrils rounded. The wing is very

rounded and blunt, the tarsus long and thick, and the tail short

and nearly square.

192. Arrenga blighi. The Ceylon Arrenga.

Arrenga Mighi, Holdsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 444, pi. 19; Sume, S. F.
vii, p. 378 ; id. Cat. no. 343 ter.
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Myiophoneus blighi (Holdsw.), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 463, pi. 20,

iigs. 1, 2 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 13.

Coloration. The adult male has entire head and neck black ; back,

scapulars, breast, and abdomen dull blue ; region of the vent brown

;

rump and upper tail-coverts russet-brown ; taU brown, edged on
the outer webs with rufous ; lesser wing-coverts cobalt-blue ; the

other coverts and the quills dark brown, narrowly edged with bluish.

Ayounger male has the whole plumage ferraginous,»lighter below,

and the back and scapulars suffused with a tinge of blue ; the

upper tail-coverts brighter ferruginous ; tail brown, edged with
ferruginous ; lesser wiug-coverts cobalt-blue as in the adult ; the

other coverts and the quills brown, edged with ferruginous.
^

The nestling, according to Holdsworth, is brown, darker on thJ

upper surface and more rufous below ; the feathers of the fore-

head, throat, and breast centred with yeUow-brown ; an indication

of blue on the carpal joint.

Fig. 54.—Head of A.

According to Legge the adult female is similar to the adult male,

but has the wing-spot lighter in colour, and at the same time of a
brighter tint than in the male.

Iris brown ; bill, legs, and feet black (Legge).

Length about 8 ; tail 3-1 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus 1-4 ; bill from
gape 1'2.

There are only two skins of this rate bird in the British Museum.
One is evidently an adult male, and the other apparently a young
male with traces of blue appearing on the back and scapulars.

Both birds are described above.

Distribution. Ceylon, where this bird is found in dense vegetation
on the hills.

Genus BRACHYPTERYX, Horsf., 1821.

The two Indian birds which I place in this genus are absolutely
congeneric with Braehypteryx montana, the type of the genus.
They have hitherto been placed in Callene, the type of which is C.
frontalis; but they are not only not congeneric with this bird,
but they belong, in my opinion, to quite another family. Callene
is a true Thrush with the young mottled j Braehypteryx, according
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to the evidence before me, is "a Orateropodine bird with the young
similar to the adult. The two genera are also in structure quite

different, especially with regard to the length of the tail and
tarsus.

In Brachypteryx the bill is about half the length of the head,

strong and broad at the base ; the nostrils are long oyals and they

are overhung by the greatly lengthened shafts of the frontal

feathers ; the rictal bristles are long. The wing is short and
rounded ; the tarsus smooth and of considerable length, and the

tail is short and square or nearly so. The sexes are alike in all

respects, and both species are non-:migratory and confined to small

tracts of hill-country.

Key to the Spedes.

a. Sides of abdomen slaty blue B. albiventris, p. 185.

h. Sides of abdomen pale chestnut B. rufiventris, p. 185,

193. Brachypterjrx albiventris. The White-bellied Short-wing.

Callene albiventris, Fairhanh, Blanf. P. Z. S. 1867, p. 833, pi. 39

;

id. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 179 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 132

;

Hume, N. ^ B. T^. 220 ; Fairhanh, S. F. \, j). 402, vii, p. 35;
Sutne, Cat. no. 339 bis ; Shdrpe, Gat. B. M, vii, p. 15 ; Terry, S.

F. X, p. 473.

Brachypteryx albiventris (JFaeV5.), Oates in Hvmne^s N. Sf E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 128.

Coloration. Lores and a narrow frontal band deep black ; above

these a band of bluish white ; centre of abdomen, vent, and under
tail-coverts white ; with these exceptions the whole plumage and
the exposed parts of the closed wings and tail are dark slaty

blue.

Bill black ; feet leaden black ; iris buff (Fairhanh).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus 1-15 ; bill from
gape -9.

Distribution. The Palni hills and Southern Travancore from
1000 feet upwards.

Habits, 6fc. According to Fairbank these birds live vsx thickets

and are hard to discover. At the breeding-season the males have a

sweet song. The breeding-season is May and June. The nest is

placed in a hole of a tree or bank and is made of moss. The eggs,

generally two in number, are greyish green, thickly covered with

brown marks. They measure about -93 by "63.

194. Brachypteryx rufiventris. The Bufous-bellied Short-wing.

Phcenicura major, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. xiii, p. 170 (1844).

Brachypteryx major (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 178.

Callene rufiventris, Blyth, Jerd. B. I. i, p. 496 ; id. Ms, 1872, p. 132

;
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Hume, N. ^ E. p. 219 ; id. Cat. no. 339 ; Damson, S. F. x, p. 372

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. yii, p. 16.

Brachypteryx rufiventiis {Jerd.), Oates in Hum^a N. 8[ E. Snd ed.

i, p. 129.

Coloration. Lores and the feathers in front of the eye black :

forehead and a band oyer the lores pale blue ; the whole upper
plumage, the visible portions of the closed wings and taU, the sides

of the head and neck, the chin, throat, and breast dark slaty blue ;

middle of the abdomen whitish ; remainder of the lower plumage
pale chestnut.

Bill black ; legs and feet pale fleshy brown ; claws darker ; iris

dark brown (Davison).

Length nearly?; tail 2-6; wing 3-2; tarsus VI; bill from
gape "8.

Fig. 55.—Head of £. rufiveniris.

Distribution. The Nilgiris, Bramhagiris and adjoining hill-ranges,

from about 5500 to 7000 feet.

Habits, 6fc. According to Davison this species keeps to the denser

portion of the undergrowth in evergreen forests, where it lives

entirely on the ground. It is found in pairs or singly, and the

male has a pleasing little song. It breeds in April and May, con-

structing a nest of green moss in a hole of a tree or a bank, and
laying two or three eggs, which are olive-brown with reddish-brown

marks round the larger end of the egg. They measure about 1

by -67.

Genus DRYMOCHARES, Gould, 1868.

The four Indian birds which I place in this genus differ from
true Bradiypteryx in having a much shorter tail and longer tarsus.

In Drymochares the bill is slender and about half the length of

the head ; the nostrils are long ovals, and the rictal bristles are
moderate ; the wing is very rounded and short ; the tarsus ex-
tremely long, and the tail short.

In three of the species the sexes are very differently coloured

;

in the fourth the coloration of the sexes is doubtful. The young
birds of two species resemble the adult female very closely, and the
young males soon assume the garb of the adult male.

The history of the birds of this genus is in a very unsatisfactory

and imperfect condition, especially with regard to their nidification

and distribution.
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Key to (he Species.

A. Upper plumage chestnut i). stellatus, p. 187.

B. Upper plumage blue or brown.
a'. Cnin and throat chestnut. D. hyperythrus, p. 187.

6'. Chin and throat blue or rufous ashy-

brown D. arwalis, p. 188.

c'. Chin and throat white D. nepalemis, p. 188.

195. Drymochares stellatus. Gould's Short-w'mg.

Brachypteryi (Drymochares) stellatus, Gould, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 218.

Drymochares stellatus {Gould), Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 52.

Brachypteryx stellatus (Govld'), Hume, S. F. \u, p. 377; id. Cat.

no. 338 ter; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 30.

Coloration. Lores black; forehead, a short eyebrow, sides of

the head, chin, throat, and breast slaty grey, finely vermiculated

with white and black lines ; remainder of the lower parts the same
but sufEused with rafous, and each feather with a central triangular

white patch ; crown, nape, back, scapulars, wing-coverts, upper
tail-coverts, and tail bright chestnut ; rump like the lower part of

the abdomen ; wings brown, the feathers ail margined with chest-

nut.

The young are apparently unknown, but wiU probably be found
to resemble the adults.

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 1-7 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1-2
; bill

from gape •7.

Distribution. Sikhim. Nothing is known about this bird ; but

Blanford procured one specimen at 12,000-13,000 feet.

196. Drymochares hyperythrus. The Busty-bellied Short-wing.

Brachypteryx hyperythra, Jerd. Sf Blyih, P. Z. 8. 1861, p. 201 ; Jerd.

B. 1. i, p. 495 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 499 ; id. Cat. no. 337 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 28.

Coloration. Male. Lores and feathers in front of the eye black ;

sides of the head and neck and the whole upper plumage, with the

visible portions of the closed wings and tail, deep blue ; a short and
partially-concealed eyebrow white ; the entire lower plumage and
the under wing-coverts bright chestnut.

Female. The whole-upper plumage, with the visible portions of

the closed -wings and tail,, olive-brown, the shafts of the feathers

on the side of the face fulvous ; the entire lower plumage pale

chestnut, the abdomen whitish, and the sides of the body sufi'used

with brown ; no eyebrow.

The young bird is unknown, but it is probably like the female.

Bill corneous ; legs fleshy ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length nearly 5; taU 1-7; wing 2-5; tarsus 1-1; bill from
gape -7.

_

Distribution. Sikhim. Nothing is known about this bird's habits.
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197. Drymochares cruralis. The White-browed Shwt-wing.

Calliope cruralis, Bh/thj J. A. ». B. xii, p. 933 (1843).

Brachypteryx cruralis (m.),Cat. p. 178; Sorsf. Sf M. Cut. i, p. 397;

Jerd. B. I. i, p. 495 ; Godw.-A-ust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 102

;

Blanf. JA. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 160 ; Hume, N. 8f K p. 219 ; Ward-

law Ramsay, Ibis, 1875, p; 652 ; Wald. in Bl: Birds Burnt, p. 99

;

Hume Sf Dav. S. F. sijv: 236' ; Hume, Cat, no. 338; Oates,B. B.

i, p. 19 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 26.

Brachypteryx nififrons, Jerd. 8f Bl. P. Z. S. 1861, p. 201.

Brachypteryx hyperythra, Jerd. Hf Bl. apod Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B.

xxxix, pt. ii, p. 102.

Drymocharee cruralis (BlytX), Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 129.

Pig. 56.—Head of D. cruralis.

Coloration. Male. Whole plumage slaty blue, the exposed por-

tions of the quills duller ; middle of the abdomen tinged with ashy

;

lores and a frontal band black bordered above by white produced

backwards over the eye.

Female. Lores, forehead, and round the eye bright ferruginous

;

sides of the head rufous-brown ; upper plumage rufescent olive-

brown ; tail and the outer webs of the wings chestnut-brown

;

lower plumage ashy brown tinged with rufous, especially on the

under taU-coverts ; a broad but partially concealed supercilium

white.

The young resemble the female, but at first they have no trace of

the white supercilium.

Iris brown ; bill brown ; legs greyish brown ( Wardlaw Ramsay).
Length about 5-2; tail 1-9; wing 2-6; tarsus 1'2; bill from

gape -7.

Distribution. Nepal ; Sikhim ; the Kh^si hills ; Karennee at

5200 feet. This species occurs up to 8000 feet or higher.

Habits, Sfc. But little is known of the habits of this bird. It

appears to breed from April to June. The nest according to

Hodgson is a globular structure of moss and roots. Hume describes

several nests found by MandelH's men as massive, shallow cups
composed of fine black roots with a few leaves and a little moss.
Both authorities agree in stating that the nest is built a short

distance off the ground in brushwood. The eggs are described as

being white and measuring about -88 by '63.

198. DrymocharsB nepalensis. The Nepal Short-wing.

Brachypteryx nipalensis, Hodgs., Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 74 ; Horsf.
^ M. Cat. i, p. 397; Jerd. 8f Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 201 ; Jerd. B. I.
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i, p. 494; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 102; Blanf.
J. A. *. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 160; Hume ^ I)av. S. F. yi, p. 236

;

Hume, Cat. no. 336 ; Oafes, B. B. i, p. 19 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,-

p. 29 ; Burnt, S. F. xi, p. 121.

Drymoehares nepalensis {Hodgs.), Oates in Hume's N. ^ E, 2nd ed.

i, p. 130.

The White-bellied Short-wing, Jerd.

Coloration. Male, The lores and a frontal band dark blackish

blue ; a partially concealed white eyebrow ; the whole upper
plumage, sides of the head and neck, cheeks and the visible portions

of the closed wings and tail dark slaty blue ; chin, throat, and the

central portion of the abdomen white, somewhat mottled with brown
specks ; remainder of lower plumage smoky brown.

Female.^ The whole upper plumage and sides of the head and
neck ferruginous olive-brown, the space round the eye ruddier

than the other parts ; a partially-concealed white eyebrow similar

to that of the male ; chin, throat, and central portion of the abdo-

men whitish ; remainder of the lower plumage fulvous.

The young resemble the female ; the young males assume the

adult plumage in the first spring.

Bill dark brown ; gape whitish ; legs and feet dark purplish

fleshy; iris dark brown (-DawMou,).

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1*4 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from
gape '7.

Hume and Davison have already noticed the strange fact that,

all the males the latter procured in Tenasserim are simOar to the

female in plumage. I find that the same is the case with all the

sexed males from Shillong and Manipur. In Sikhim, on the other

hand, blue males appear to be common enough.

Distribution. Sikhim ; the Khasi hills ; Manipur ; Muleyit

mountain in Tenasserim. It is very doubtful whether Hodgson's

specimens in the British Museum came from Nepal.

This species has been found on the mountains of Perak in the

Malay peninsula.

Habits, Sfe. The nest of this species appears to be always globular

or domed, constructed of dry flags and dry skeleton leaves, and

placed in brushwood or on a fallen tree a short distance off the

ground. The eggs are pale stone-colour, marked with pale reddish

brown, and measure about -8 by "6.

•Genus HODGSONIUS, Bonap., 1850.

The genus Hodgsonius is represented by a single species, which

bears considerable resemblance in shape and colour to Brachypteryx,

but differs -in having the sexes differently coloured and the tail

considerably longer.

The bill of Hodgsonius resembles that of Brymochares, and the

rictal bristles are weak. The wing is rounded, and the tarsus is

lengthened and much graduated.
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The youBg appear to resemble the female from the earliest age.

The only species of this genus is non-migratory, and although

it is a fairly common bird nothing is on record about its habits.

] 99. Hodgsonins phoenicaroides. Hodgson^s Short-wing.

Bradypterus phoenicuroides, Bodgs, in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844)

(desc. nulla) ; Oral/, Cat. Mamm. 8fc. Nepal, p. 74 App. p. 1.53

(1846).

Sylvania phoenicuroides {JSodffs.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xtt, p. 136; id.

Cat. p. 178.

Hodgsonius phoenicuroides (Hodffs.), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. \, p. 395 ; Jerd.

B. I. i, p. 407 ; Kume, Ibis, 1870, p. 529; Jerd. Ibis, ]872, p. 132;
Hume 8f Henders. Lah. to Yarh. p. 187, pi. vi ; Hume, Cat. no. 341

;

Broohs, S. F. -viii, p. 470 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 81.

Dumeticola cyanocarpa, Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 108 ( ? ) ; id. S. F.
iii, p. 409 ; yii, p. 461.

Callene hodgsoni, Moore, Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 132 ; Hume, S. F. iii,

p. 411 ; id. Cat. no. 339 ter.

Scncenicola cyanocarpus (Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 619 ter.

The White-bellied Short-wing, Jerd.

Coloration. Male. The whole body-plumage slaty blue except the

abdomen, which is white, and the tail-coverts, which are slaty

blue tipped with whitish ; quills dark brown, washed with blue on
the outer -webs ; tail-feathers blackish suffused with blue, the four
outer pairs chestnut on the basal half of both webs, the next pair

chestnut on the basal half of the outer web only.

Female. Upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-brown, the
margins of the quills rufous ; tail rufous-brown, deeper on the

parts which are chestnut in the male ; sides of the head and the
lower plumage ochraceous ; the abdomen whitish ; and the lower
tail-coverts dark ochraceous with pale centres and tips.

The young resemble the female, and young males assume the full

adult plumage in the first autumn.
Bill dusky, reddish at the gape ; legs pale red-brown ; iris dark

brown (Jerdon)
; gape yellow {J. Henderson).

Length about 7-5; tail 3-2; wing 3; tarsus 1-1; bill from
gape '8.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Gulmurg and Sonamurg in
Kashmir to Bhutan. This species appears to be found at the foot
of the hills as well as at considerable altitudes.

Habits, SfC. Appears to frequent thick underwood.

Genus ELAPHRORNIS, Legge, 1879.

The genus Elaphrornis contains a single species, which is con-
fined to the higher hills of Ceylon.

It is a rare bird, and materials for forming an opinion as to its
position are hardly suflScient. On the whole I am inclined to think
that its place is in this subfamily.
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Elaphrornis has tLe bill similar to that of Brymochares, and short
rictal bristles ; the wing is extremely rounded, tlie tail of moderate
length and much graduated, and the tarsus long. The plumage is

very soft and ample, especially on the back and rump.

200. Elaphrornis palliseri. The Ceylon Short-wing.

Brachypteryx (?) palliseri, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 178 (1861) ; Holds-
wm-th, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 443, pi. xviii ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 377; id.

Cat. no. 338 bis.

Elaphrornis palliseri {Bl.), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 614, pi. xxiv, flg. 2

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M, vii, p. 517 ; Oates in Hvmis N. ^ E. 2iid ed.

i, p. 131.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, tail, and exposed parts

of the wings olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the tail and upper
tail-coverts ; lores, the ear-coverts, and under the eye dark brown,
the ear-coverts with whitish shafts ; a dull white line over the
lores, extending over the eye ; chin fulvous white, throat rusty

fulvous ; middle of the abdomen yellowish ; remainder of the lower
parts slaty olive, the flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts with a

rufous tinge.

The male has the iris clear red ; bill black, slaty at the base be-

neath ; legs and feet deep neutral brown or purplish brown ; claws

pale brownish horn ; iu the female the iris is buff {Legge).

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2-4
; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -8.

A young bird, or perhaps an adult female, resembles the adult

above described generally, but has the chin and throat fulvous white,

barred or mottled with greenish, and the rusty-fulvous patch on the.

throat is altogether wanting.

Legge remarks that the iris of the young male is pale reddish

buff and that of the young female white.

Distribution. Ceylon, above 5000 feet of altitude.

Habits, 6fc. This species is found in thick brushwood, feeding on
the ground. Mr. Bligh found a nest in April : a deep cup-shaped

structure of moss lined with roots, placed in a thick bush. The
nest contained three young birds.

Genus TESIA, Hodgs., 1837.

The genus Testa of Hodgson was made to embrace several species

of birds which are not now considered congeneric ; but as Tesia

cyaniventris was the first species enumerated by him, it may fairly

be considered the type, and as such I adopt it.

In Tesia the bill "is rather more than half the length of the head,

broad at the base, flattened, and blunt. The wings are excessively

short and rounded, the tail extremely short, and the tarsi very long.

Tesia contains one Indian species, which inhabits the Himalayas

and the Eastern hill-ranges. In this genus the sexes are differ-

ently coloured, and the young bird does not resemble the female so
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closely as is usual in the other genera of Crateropoclidce. The
plumage of the young, however, is perfectly plain and bears no

signs of spots, streaks, or bars.

201. Tesia cyaniventris. The Slaty-bellied Short-wing.

Tesia cyaniventer, Hodgg. J. A: S. B. y\, p. 101 (1837) ;
Blyth, Cat

p. 178 ; Horsf. ^ Moore, Cat. i, p. 179 ; Jerd. B.L\, p. 487 ; Godw.-

Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 101 ; Hume, Cat. no. 328 ; Brooks,

S. F. Vm, p. 470 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 118 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^F.
2nd ed. i, p. 131.

Tesia auriceps, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 137 (1847).

Oligura cyaniventris (Hodgs.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 604.

The Slaty-beUied Wren,3eyA.; Tt-sj, Nepal ; Samfit-tammong, Le^ch.

Fig. fi7.—Head of T. cyaniventris.

Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, and nape glistening

golden brown ; the rest of the upper plumage and the visible por-

tions of the closed wings and tail olive-green ; lores and a broad

stripe from the eye to the nape black ; sides of the head and the

whole lower plumage slaty blue.

Female. The entire upper plumage and the exposed parts of the

wings and tail olive-green, the crown somewhat brighter than the

other parts ; lores and a stripe from the eye to the nape black, with

a yellowish supercilium above ; sides of head and lower plumage
dark ashy, suffused vnth white in places.

The young bird has the whole upper plumage green with a ru-

feseent tinge ; the sides of the head and the whole lower plumage
dull olive- green. The black lores and postocular stripe with the

pale supercilium Jnake their appearance very soon after the bird is

fledged.

From the series of birds sexed by Hume in Manipur, it would
appear that young males assume the full plumage of the adult

female before the final change to that of the adult male.

Legs, feet, and claws dull brovni to pale, rather fleshy, brown

;

upper mandible and tip of lower deep to blackish brown ; rest of

lower mandible and gape dull wax-yellow to orange-horny : iris

deep brown (Hume) ; iris vermilion {Cripps).

Length nearly 4 ; tail -8; wing 1'8 ; tarsus -95 ; bill from gape "6.

Distribution. Nepal ; Sikhim ; Dibrugarh in Assam ; the Khdsi
hills ; Manipur. This species appears to be found at comparatively

lo\f' levels, but no exact information on this point is available.
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Habits, 4'c. Found in brushwood on the ground. According to

Hodgson this bird constructs a huge globular nest of green moss
and black moss-roots in a thick bush. The eggs, three or four in

number, are figured as being white speckled with bright red. They
measure -72 by -54.

Genus OLIGURA, Hodgs., 1845.

The genus Oligura resembles Tesia 'm. many respects, but differs

in two important particulars. In the first place Oligura has the
bill comparatively slender and narrow, and in the second it has the
sexes alike in plumage.
The only species of this genus found in India inhabits the higher

ranges of the Himalayas and the hill-tracts of Assam.

202. Oligura castaneicoronata. The Ghestnut-headed Short^wing.,

Sylvia ? castaneo-coronata, Burton, P. Z.S. 1836, p. 152.
Tesia flaviventer, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. vi,p. 102 (1837).
Tesia castaneo-coronata {BuH.), Blyih, Cat. p. 179 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat.

i, p. 179 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 487 ; Godw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. li, p. 101 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 55; Hume, Cat. no. 327.

Oligura castaneocoronata {BuH.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 603

;

Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 132.

The Chestnut-headed Wren, .Terd. ; Tisi, Nepal ; Samtit-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 58.— Bill of 0. castaneicoronata.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, ear-coverts, and a line

under the eye bright chestnut ; a small patch of white feathers at

the posterior corner of the eye ; cheeks, chin, throat, breast, and
abdomen bright yellow, the breast suffused with olivaceous and
mottled with a few indistinct brown bars ; sides of breast, abdomen,

and under tail-coverts olivaceous ; upper plumage, wings, and tail

dark olive-green.

The young bird has the entire upper plumage, sides of the head,

the wings, and tail dark olive-green; the whole lower plumage

dull chestnut, tinged with yellow on the abdomen.
Bill bro^vnish yellow ; legs yellow ; iris red in some birds, brown

in others (Cockburn).

Distrifmtion. Nepal; Sikhim; the Khasi hills. Jerdon gives the

range of this bird from 3000 to 6000 feet, but Blanford says it is

common in Sikhim from 7000 to 10,000 feet. Godwin-Austen
procured it at 7000 feet on Hengdan ])eak, Khasi hills.

Habits, ^"c. According to Godwin-Austen this birdhaunts thick and

low brushwood and is difficult to shoot in such cover ; it emits a loud

VOL. I. o



194 ceateeopodidjE.

and rather musical note from time to time as it hops from bough to

bough. Blanford describes the note as sharp and monotonous.

Accounts of the nidification of this species are conflicting, and

therefore I shall not quote them.

Subfamily SIBIIN^.

The subfamily Sibiince is represented in India by thirty-two

species of birds. These all agree in being strictly arboreal, in having

the sexes alike in plumage and size, and in being non-migratory.

Their plumage is in most cases bright, and they are more or less

found in flocks.

With few exceptions the SibiincB lay spotted eggs. The few

exceptions require further evidence, as the inforiDation on the

subject of their nidification is either iusuflicient or conflicting.

The species of Zosterops lay eggs which are sometimes plain and

sometimes marked, and the position of this genus requires more

investigation. As remarked in another place, Zosterops is included

in this subfamily provisionally, as no better place can at present be

found for it. It, however, agrees in all essential characters with

the Sibiince.

Key to the Genera.

a. Tail nearly twice the length of wing SiBiA, p. 195.

b. Tail and wing not very difi'erent in length.

a'. Tail graduated.

a". All the feathers of the tail graduated.
a'". Tail longer than wing, the outer tail-

feather falling short of tip of tail by a
distance equal to length of tarsus.

a*. Depth of bill at the nostrils less than
breadth ; wings not barred Lioptila, 195.

b. Depth of hill at the nostrils greater
than breadth ; wings barred Actinoddha, p. 201.

V". Tail equal to or shorter than wing;
the outer tail;feather falling short of
tip of tail bya distance less than length
of tarsus.

c'. Nostrils not overhung by hairs

;

wings barred " Ixops, p. 203.
d^. Nostrils overhung by hairs ; wings

not barred Staphidia, p. 205.
b". The four middle pairs of tail-feathers of

the same length ; the two outer pairs only
graduated Siva, p. 207.

b'. Tail square, not graduated,
c". Bill slender, gently curved, both niandibles

of the same length,

c'". First primary equal in length to the
tarsus YuHiNA, p. 211.

d!''. First primary extremely minute, not
longer than the hind toe Zostehops, p. 213.
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d". Bill stout, sti'aight, tlie upper mandible
longer than the lower one, with the tip

bent down,
e"'. Depth of bill at the nostrils less than

breadth Ixultjs, p. 216.
/'". Depth of bill at the nostrils more than

breadth Hbbpobnis, p. 219

Genus SIBIA, Hodgs., 1836.

The genus Slbia contains but one species, which is remarkable
for the extraordinary length of its tail. This is twice the length
of the wing, and greatly graduated.

The bill is shorter than the head, curved down and slender, and
the nostrils are covered by a large membrane. The riotal bristles

are moderate in length. The bill is very similar to that of Lio-
ptila, figured below.

203. Sibia picaoides. The Long-tailed Sibia.

Sibia picaoides, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. viii, p. 38 (1839) ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 98 ; Hoi-sf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 216^ Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 5-5 ; Aame, N.
^K p. 268; Wald. Ibis, 1876, p. 354; Godw.-Avst. J.. A. !S. B.
xlv, pt. ii, p. 78; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18.; . Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, p. 294

;

Hume, Cat. no. 430 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 293 ; Oaf.es, B. B. i,

p. 43 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 401 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 178

;

Gate in Hume's N. Sf-E. 2nd ed. i, p. 132.

Malcheo-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage, wiugs, and tail deep slaty

brown, the tail tipped with white, and the wings with a -(vhite

patch formed by a spot on each outer web of four of the second-

aries ; forehead and lores blackish ; throat and breast slaty brown ;

remainder of lower plumage ashy grey, becoming albescent on the

abdomen.
Bill homy black; iris scarlet; feet greyish dusky ; claws horny

-

black (Scully).

Length 13-5; tail 8-5; wing 4-8; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape I'l.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan ; the Daphia hills ; the

Naga hills ; Karennee ; Tenasserim. Tickell states that be pro-

cured this species in Tenasserim at an elevation of 3000 feet. It

appears to be found up to an elevation of 5000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Jerdon states that this Sibig. associates in flocks of

six or seven, and flies from tree to tree, feeding on both fruit and

insects and keeping up a continual whistling sort of call. Gammie
found the nest in Sikhim— a cup made of herbaceous plants and

lined with grass ; and the eggs, Jve in number, were greyish white

specified with brown and purple ; they measured about -9 by -72.

Genus LIOPTILA, Blyth, 1847.

The genus Lioptila, according to my views, embraces those two

species which have been hitherto by common agreement placed in

o2
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this genus, and five others which have been usually placed in

Maladas. I cannot find a single character by which to separate

the above two genera, and I accordingly join them together.

In Lioptila the bill is similar to that of Ixojps, but rather more
slender ; the nostrils are long, and covered by a long membrane

;

the rictal bristles are fairly long, and the crest is more or less well

developed in all the species. The tail is considerably longer than
the wing and well-graduated, the outer feather reaching a little

beyond the middle of the tail.

Key to the Species.

a. Crown of head black or brown.
a'. Median pair of tail-feathers with a sub-

terminal black band.
a". Rump and upper tail-coverts rufous . . L. capistrata, p. 196.
6". Rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey. L. gracilis, y. 1Q7.

V, Median pair of tail-feathers imiformly
black or brown with white tips,

c". Rump chocolate-brown like the back.
a'". Tertiaries and greater wing;-CQverts

black , L. melanoleuea, p. 198.
b'". Tertiaries and greater wing-coverts

chiefly chestnut L. castanopiera, p. 199.
d". Rump chestnut.

e'". .Wing-coyerts margined, the lesser

and median with ashy, the greater
with chestnut L. annectem, p. 199.

d'". Wing-coverts entirely black L. davisoni, p. 200.
h. Crown of head bluish grey like the upper

plumage X. p,dchella, p. 200.

Fig. 59.—Head of L. capisirala.

204. Lioptila capistrata. The Blaeh-headed Sibia.

Oinclosoma capistratum. Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 56.
Sibia nigriceps, Hndffs. J. A. S. B. viii, p. 38 (1839).
Sibia capistrata ( Vig.), Blyth, Cat. p. 98 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p 216 •

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 54 ; Stoliczha, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p 38
'•

Cock ^ Marsh. S. F. i, p. 354 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 'k?; Brooks
S. F. iii. p. 238.

'

Malaoias capistratus ( Vig.), Hvme, Cat. no. 420 ; S F viii n 29'> •

Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 403.
' ' ^- ~

>
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Lioptila oapiatrata (Viff.), Oates in Hume's N. S( E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 133.

Sambriak-pho, Lepch. j Sesigona, Bhut. ; Sibya, Nep.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, nape, and sides of the head
black, the ear-coverts sometimes dark brown ; the whole lower
plumage, rump, upper tail-coverts, and a broad collar round the

neck bright rufous ; back and scapulars greyish brown ; median
tail-feathers rufous for three quarters of their length, then with a

black band and a bluish tip ; in the other feathers the rufous por-

tion diminishes rapidly and the black increases, but the blue tips

remain constant in size; lesser wing-coverts rufous; primary-

coverts black
; greater coverts white at base, forming a broad band,

the exterior feathers blue tipped with black, the others white, tipped

with rufous ; tertiaries chestnut, edged with blue ; the other quills

dark brown, the primaries with the outer webs pale blue, the second-

aries dark blue.

Bill black ; iris reddish brown ; feet ileshy brown ; claws brown-
homy (Scully).

Length nearly 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 3"7 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1.

Birds from Sikhim are intensely rufous on the lower plumage, as

conj pared with birds from other localities, and the colour of the

back is also liable to much variation.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from the Hazara country

to Bhutan at elevations of from 5000 to 8000 feet.

Habits, ^c. Frequents high trees, feeding on fruit and insects.

Breeds from May to July, constructing a cup-shaped nest of moss
and fibres in a branch of a tree up to 50 feet from the ground.

The eggs, two or three in number, are pale green, marked with

reddish and purplish, and measure about -98 by '69.

205. Lioptila gracilis. The Grey Sibia.

Hypsipetea gracilis, McVM. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 159.

Sibia gi-acilis (McOlell.), Myth, Cat. App. p. viii ; Hvrsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 216 ; Qodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 105; xliii, pt. ii,

p. 179 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 413.

Malaciaa gracilis (McCleU.), Hume, Cat. no. 429 bis; id. S. i^. xi,

p. 172 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 406.

Lioptila gracilis {MaClelL), Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 135.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and lores black, paling on the nape

and ear-coverts, and blending with the rich slaty brown of the hind

neck, back, and scapulars ; rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey

;

lesser and median coverts, primary-coverts, and the outer feathers

of the greater coverts black ; the remaining greater coverts and the

tertiaries bluish ashy, edged with black, and the basal portions

more or less white ; quills black, the earlier primaries edged with

hoary grey on the outer webs ; central tail-feathers bluish grey

with a subterminal black band, the next with the black band and
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the ashy tip increasing in extent, and so on till the outermost

feathers are entirely black with a bluish-grey tip ; chin, throat, and
cheeks white, becoming fulvous on the breast and abdomen, the

aides of which are washed with lilac ; vent and under tail-coverts

buff.

Tarsus pale brown ; feet and claws darker ; bill black ; iris

brownish red, dull maroon or dull red (Hume) ; iris crimson

IGoeJcburn).
Length about 9'5; tail 4"5; wing 3-7; tarsus 1'2; bill from

gape I'l.

Distribution. The Khdsi and Na'ga hills ; Manipur ; generally

above 4500 feet.

Habits, ^c. Hume describes this bird as being very acti\'e. It

runs along the branches, dodging in and out of the bunches of

parasitic ferns, orchids, and mistletoe, so as to be very difficult to

shoot. Q-odwin-Austen found the nest at the end of June. It

was constructed of grass, moss, and rootlets, and was placed near
the top of a pine. The eggs, three in number, were pale sea-green,

with ash-brown streakings and blotchings all over.

206. Lioptila melanoleuca. TiehelVs Sihia.

Sibia melanoleuca (Tick.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 413 (1859) ;

Wdd. Ibis, 1876, p. 355 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 108 ; Davison,
8. F. V, p. 468 ; Hume .^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 293.

Sibia picata, Tichell, J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 451 (1859).
Malacias melanoleucus (Tick.'), Hume, Cat. no. 429quat. ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 405 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 48 ; Sakad. Ann. Mus.
Civ. Cere. (2) V, p. 604.

Lioptila melanoleuca (Tick.), Oates in Hum^s N. & E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 135.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and the sides of the head
except the ear-coverts deep black j ear-coverts very dark brown

;

back, scapulars, lesser and median wing-coverts, rump, and upper
tail-coverts chocolate-brown, tinged with ashy on the latter two
parts ; wings and greater coverts black ; tail dark brown, the outer
webs edged with black, and all the feathers tipped with wlwte

;

entire lower plumage white.

Legs and feet varying from a very dark reddish brown to a dark
purplish brown or brownish black ; bill black ; iris lake (Hmne 4'

Davison).

Length about 9 ; tail 4-1 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from
gape "95.

Distribution. The higher portions of Muleyit mountain in Tenas-
serim.

Habits:, ^e. The note of this bird.is a single, long drawn, clear-
sounding whistle. Davison found the nest in February a' cup of
grass, roots, and fibres placed in a high tree. It contained two
blue eggs, which measured about -97 by -67.
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207. Lioptila castanoptera. Fea's Sihia.

Malacias caatanopterus, Saluadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Oen, (2) vii,

p. 363 (1889).
w

.

Coloration^ Eesembles L. melanoleuca, and differs merely in
having the greater portion of the tertiaries and greater wing-
coverts chestnut.

Bill and legs black.

Length about 9 ; tail 4-3 ; wing 3-7 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from
gape -9.

Distribution. Mr. Fea procured this species in the Karen hills

east of Toungngoo in Burma, and I have recently examined a
specimen which was obtained at Fort Stedman in the Shan States
by Dr. Manders.

208. Lioptila annectens. BlytKs Sihia.

Leioptila annectans, Bh/th, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 450 (1847) : id. Cat.

p. 337 ; Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 248 ; Godw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 109 ; Hume, Cat. no. 613 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 80

:

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 246.

Lioptila saturata, Wald. Ibis, 1876, p. 353, note ; Wardlaw-Bamsau,
/L, 1877, p. 464. ^

'
'i-

' '
!/'

The Slettder-hilled Shrike-Tit, Jerd. ; Rahnun-pho, Lepch.

Ooloration. Forehead, lores, crown, nape, ear-coverts, and round
the eye black; hind neck black, streaked with white; sides of the back
black ; scapulars pale rufous ; middle of the back, the rump, and
upper tail-coverts deep chestnut, the latter with a few black streaks

;

lesser and median wing-coverta black, edged with ashy ; greater

coverts black, tipped with chestnut ; primaries black, edged on the
outer web with bluish white, except the last two or three, which are

plain ; secondaries similarly edged, except at the bases ; tertiaries

more broadly edged and tipped with white, and with some chestnut
on the outer web near the base ; tail black, e'dged with deeper black

on the basal half, and tipped white, more broadly on the outer

feathers, and more narrowly towards the middle ; lower plumage
white, except the vent, under tail-coverts, and flanks, which are

pale chestnut.

Legs and feet wax-yellow ; claws brownish ; bill black ; gape
and more or less of basal portion of lower mandible yellow ; iris

chocolate, brownish chocolate, brownish maroon, claret-red, greyish

chocolate-brown {Hume).

Length about 7"5 ; tail 3'4 ; wing 3-1 ; tarsus -95 ; bill from
gape 75.

L. saturata, Walden, is so close to this species that I cannot

sep.irate it. On the other hand, L. davisoni, "Hume, from Tenas-

serim, is a markedly distinct bird. I have examined the types of

both species.

Distribution. Sikhim ; the Khdsi and N^ga hills ; North Cachar;
Manipur ; Karennee. This specis is found at 4000 feet and
upwards.
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Habits, Sfc. Hume states that this bii'd cresps about the branches

of large trees in forest, very much like a Creeper, though neither

quite so rapid nor so jerky in its movements.

209. Lioptila davisoni. Davison's Sihia.

Leioptila davisoni, Hume, S. F. v, p. 110 (1877).

Lioptila saturata, Wald., aptudHunteSf Dm. S.F. \\,-D.Sni Hume,
Cat. no. 613 bis ; Otdes, B. B. i, p. 141 (part.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B.
M. vii, p. 80 (part.)^ Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v,

p. 600.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, sides of the head, hind neck,

sides of the neck, back, scapulars, and all the wing-coverts deep'

black, with a few very narrow streaks of white on the middle of the

back ; rump deep chestnut ; upper tail-coverts black, with broad
maroon tips ; primaries margined with bluish white, except the last

two or three, which are plain; secondaries margined with bluish

white, except near the base ; tertiaries tipped with white, and mar-
gined with chestnut on the outer webs near the base ; tail black,

the feathers edged with deeper black on the basal halves of their

outer webs, and tipped with white, broadly on the outer, and
narrowly on the middle feathers ; edge of wing and lower plumage
white, except the vent, under tail-coverts, and flanks, which are

pale fulvous.

Upper mandible and half the lower black ; rest of lower man-
dible, legs, feet, and claws fleshy yellow; iris greyish brown
{Davison).

Length about 8; tail 3-5; wing 3-1; tarsus -95; bill from
gape '8.

This bird cannot be confounded with L. annectens, from which
it. differs by its black wing-coverts, black back, and maroon rump.

Distribution. Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim on the higher
slopes.

Habits, S[R. Davison remarks that this bird creeps like a Nut-
hatch about the trunks and branches of trees, and also searches the
leaves and smaller branches of the tree-tops.

210. Lioptila pulchella. The Beautiful Sibia.

Sibia pulchella, Oodmn-Austen, A. M. N. H. (4) xiii, p. 160 (1874) •

id. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 164, pi. vii ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 78 ; Hume,
S. F. iii, p. 281.

> r ,f
,

,

Malacias pulchellus {Godw.-Anst), Hume, Cat. no. 429 ter • Sharve
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 407 ; Hum^, S. F. xi, p. 173.

'

Coloration. The whole upper plumage bluish grey, brighter on
the head; median tail-feathers umber-brown, with a subterminal
black band and a dark grey tip ; the others with a progressively
diminishing amount of umber-brown and an increasing quantity of
black till the outermost feathers are wholly black with a grey tip •

smaller wing-coverts bluish grey; greater coverts ne.\t the' body
entirely chocolate-brown, this colour diminishing in extent on the
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outer coverts and giving place to black ; winglet and primary-coverts

black ; edge of wing bluish grey ; tertiaries umber-brown, edged
with black on the outer webs; secondaries black, broadly edged
externally with dark bluish grey

;
primaries black, with the outer

webs almost entirely pale bluish grey ; lores and round ,the eye
black ; ear-coverts bluish grey mottled with black ; the sides of

the neck and the entire lower plumage ashy blue tinged with

vinous.

Bill black ; legs horny-brown
(
Oodwin-Ansten).

Length about 9'5 ; tail 4-9 ; wing 4'1 ; tarsus 1-3 ; bill from
gape 1"1.

Distribution. The Peak of Khunho, Eastern Burrail range, Naga
hills, at about 8000 feet ; the slopes of Toruputu Peak, Daphla
hills, at about 5000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Grodwin-Austen, the discoverer of this species, says

that it is found in companies of about half a dozen haunting the

tops of the rhododendron trees, the flowers of which it searches

busily for insects.

Genus ACTINODUEA, Gould, 1836.

The genus Actinodura, as I restrict it, contains two species.

Other birds which have been hitherto placed in this genus I have

transferred to Ixops of Hodgson.
In Actinodura the bill is rather slender, about half the length of

the head, and of very similar shape to that of Ixops figured below

;

the nostrils are covered by a very large membrane, and the rictal

bristles are long and distinct. The tail is considerably longer than

the wing and greatly graduated.

Key to the Species.

a. Median tail-feathers barred only at the extreme

tip , A. egertoni, p. 201.

b. Median tail-feathers barred throughout A. ramxayi, p. 202.

211. Actinodura egertoni. The Rufous Bar-wing.

Actinodura egertoni, Goidd, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 18; Bli/ih, Cat. p. 98;

I[o7-sf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 212 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 62 ; Godw.-Aust.

J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 105 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 76 ; xlvii, pt. ii,

p. 24 ; Sume, N. 8f E. p. 266 ; id. S. F. vii, p. 163 ; id. Cat.

no. 427 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, 5. 463 ; Sume, S. F. xi, p. 170;
Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 136.

Ramnio-plio, Lepch.

Coloration. Crest rich ashy brown ; forehead, lores, round the

eye, cheeks, and chin rufous ; ear-coverts, sides of neck, and mantle

brown, paler tlian the crest ; smaller wing-coverts, back, rump, and
upper tail-coverts reddish brown ; primar'y-coverts almost entirely

black ;
greater coverts chestnut ; inner webs of primaries and
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secondaries brown, the outer ones ashy, except on the basal por-

tions, which are chestnut ; the ashy portions of the outer webs

barred with black ; tertiaries wholly silky brown, narrowly barred

across with black ; outer tail-feathers brown, barred with black and

tipped white, the others successively less barred and becoming more
and more suffused with reddish brown ; the middle pair entirely

reddish brown, with a few faint brown bars near the tips ; throat and

upper breast pinkish fulvous ; remainder of lower plumage fulvous,

the centre of the abdomen whitish and the under tail-coverts tipped

with white.

Bill light horny ; legs pale brown ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 9; tail 4*o ; wing 3-3; tarsus I'l; bill from

gape '8.

Birds from Sikhim have the back and tail very rufous ; those

from the Khasi hills and Manipur have these parts ochraceous and
the middle tail-feathers more distinctly barred.

Distribution. Nepal to the Daphla hiUs in Assam; the Khasi

and Nd,ga hills ; Manipur. This bird is found from 3000 to bOOO
feet of eleyation.

Habits, Sfc. Hume remarks that these birds go about in small

parties and are quite tree birds, clambering about and poking into

every hole and crajiny, and foraging about in the huge branches of

orchids and other parasites much like Tits.

They build their nest in trees at all heights from the ground, a

cup-shaped structure made of leaves held together by creeper-

stems. The eggs are pale green marked in various ways with

umber-brown, and measure about "92 by 'GS.

212. Actinodura ramsayi. Ramsay's Bar-wing.

Actinura ramsayi, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 402 (1875) ; Wold.
in BlytWs Birds Burm. p. 108 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 404 ; Wardlaw
Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 404, pi. xii.

Actinodura ramsayi ( Wald.), Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 293 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 427 ter; Oates, B. B. i, p. 42; .Sftajye, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 464.

Coloration. Tipper plumage cinereous olive-brown, tinged with
ferruginous on the head and more so on the forehead, the feathers
of the back, rump, and upper tail-coverts faintly cross-barred with
black ; primafy-coverts black ; tertiaries and remaining wing-coverts
olive-brown distinctly barred wdth black ; outer webs of primaries
and secondaries chestnut on their basal halves, ashy on the ter-
minal, the whole web barred with black ; tail olive-brown, distinctly
barred with numerous narrow black bars, the bars becoming coarser
towards the outer feathers ; all the feathers tipped white ; lores
and round the eyes dusky ; sides of head dusky ashy ; whole lower
plumage ochraceous buff, becoming browner on the under tail-

coverts.

Iris light hair-brown ; bill horny brown ; legs slaty-brown ( Ward-
law Ramsay),
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Length about 9*5 ; tail 5 ; wing 3"5 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from
gape -9.

Besembles A. egertoni in general appearance, but differs in many
important particulars.

Bisti-ibution. This species was discovered by Wardlaw Bamsay
at Kyai-pho-gyee in Karennee, in a jungle-covered mountain-stream
at an elevation of about 3000 feet.

Genus IXOPS, Hodgs., 1844.

The genus Ixops resembles Actinodura, but has the tail rather

shorter Ihan the wing, and the tail-feathers less graduated.

Key to the Species.

a. Throat and breast fulvous ashy, without stripes. . /. nepalensis, p. 203.

h. Throat and breast cinereous, with darker stripes. . /. daflaensis, p. 204.

c. Throat and breast rufous, stiiped with chestnut . . I. waldeni, p. 204.

213. Ixops nepalensis. The Hoary Bar-wing.

Cinclosoma nipalensis, Sodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 145 (1830).

Actinodura nipalensis (Hodgs.), Blytli, Cat. p. 08; Horsf. ^- M. Cat.

i, p. 212; Jei-d. B. I. ii,'p. 63; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 308; Hume,
N. ^ E. p. 268 ; id. Cat. no. 428 ; ScuUy, S. F. viii, p. 292 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 466.

Ixops nepalensis, Hodgs., Gray's Zoul. Misc. p. 84 ; id. J. A. S. li.

xxiv, p. 677 ; Oates in Hume's N. i^ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 137.

Ramnio-pho, Lepch.

Fig. CO.—Head of I. nepalensis.
'

Coloration. Forehead and crest coffee-brown, with long hoary

shaft-streaks ; sides of neck, mantle, back, and lesser wing-coverts

rufescent brown, with indistinct . whitish shaft-lines ; rump and

upper tail- coverts more rufous and streakless; primary-coverts

black ;
greater coverts rufous tipped with hoary ; quills chestnut,

barred with black on the outer webs, tertiaries rufescent and barred

with black on both webs ; the outer webs of the earlier primaries

more or less ashy ; basal portion of tail castaneous barred with

black, the chestnut decreasing in extent from the median feathers to

the laterals, the other portions black tipped with white ; ear-coverts
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and lores silvery ashy ; cheeks black, continued narrowly along the

base of the ear-coverts ; chin, throat, and breast fulvous ashy,

turning to ferruginous on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent, and
under tail-coverts.

Bill brownish black ; iris browu ; eyelid bluish grey ; feet brown-
ish fleshy ; claws livid (Scully).

Length about 8; tail 3-3; wing 3'5; tarsus 1"2; bill from gape -9.

Distrihation. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, at elevatipns of from
4000 to 10,000 feet.

Habits, (Sfc. According to Jerdon this species is still more ar-

boreal than A. egertoni, and it feeds on the insects which infest the

flowers of the rhododendron trees. Hodgson states that it breeds

from April to June, constructing a saucer-shaped nest of twigs,

grass, and fibres, in crevices between rocks and stones. The
colour of the eggs is a matter about which there seems to be some
doubt.

214. Ixops daflaensis. Austen's Bar-wing.

Actinura daflaensis, Godwin-Austen, A. M. N. H. (4) xvi, p. 340
(1875) ; id. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 77, pi. iv ; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18

;

Hume, S. F. iv, p. 219.

Actinodura daflaensis {Godw.-Aiist,), Hume, Cat. no. 428 bis; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 467 ; Hutm, S. F. xi, p. 172.

Coloration. Forehead and crest dark brown, the feathers delicately

edged paler ; lores and cheeks dark brown ; sides of head silvery

ashy streaked with brown ; hind neck and sides of neck cinereous

brown ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and the smaller wing-coverts

chestnut-brown ; primary-coverts black ; greater wing-coverts

edged with hoary ; outer webs of the earlier primaries also hoary
;

the other primaries and the secondaries black on the terminal,

chestnut barred with black on the basal portion ; tertiaries rufes-

cent olive-brown, banded with black on both webs ; tail-feathers

chestnut at base, black elsewhere, tipped with white, the end of
the chestnut portion barred with black ; chin, throat, breast, and
upper abdomen cinereous streaked with brown ; lower abdomen,
sides of body, vent, and under tail-coverts deep chestnut-brown.
Length about 8 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from

gape "9.

Distribution. Godwin-Austen discovered this bird in high forest
op the.iSbengorh Peak, Daphla hills, at 7000 feet in February.

215. Ixops waldeni. Walden's Bar-wing.

Actinodura waldeni, Godwin-Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 46, pi. xii •

id. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii,p. 163; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 896 ; id. Cat.
no. 427 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 465.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, crest, and nape dark brown,
narrowly edged with grey ; back, scapulars, and wing-coverts dull
rufous-brown, the oijter coverts edged with bluish grey ; rump and
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upper tail-coverts bright reddish brown
; primary-coverts black

;

primaries and secondaries black, with an external edging of chest-
nut and barred black ; the earlier primaries (where not chestnut)
edged with grey ; later secondaries and the tertiaries silky brown
barred with black ; base of the tail-feathers chestnut barred wirh
black, the other parts black, the three outer pairs ti,pped white

;

ear-coverts hoary white streaked with brown ; lores dusky ; cheeks
blackish margined with grey ; the whole lower plumage rufous-
brown, streaked with chestnut-brown except on the flanks and under
tail-coverts.

Bill grey ; legs and feet fleshy-brown; iris pale grey (Godwin-
Austen).

Length about 8; tail 3-2; wing 3'6; tarsus 1-3; bill from
gape -85.

Distribution. The Peak of Japvo on the Burrail range, Nilga
hills, at 9000 feet, on the tops of the forest trees.

Genus STAPHIDIA, Swinhoe, 1871.

The members of the genus StapMdia are found in the hilly

regions of North-eastern India, Burma, and China.

In Staphidia the bill is short and thick, and resembles that of

Ixulus figured below ; the nostrils are overhung by a few long
hairs ; the rietal bristles are short, and the head is crested. The
tail is of considerable length and ranch graduated. Some of the

species of this genus have been retained in Iccuhis by many
Indian authors, but wrongly so. Icculus has the tail quite square.

The birds of this genus are very little known. They appear to

be found in trees and brushwood in small flocks.

Key to the Species.

a. Crown chestnut S. castaneicejis, p. 605.

b. Crown grey, contrasting with the colour of

the back S. rvfigenis, p. 206.

c. Crown brown, not contrasting with the colour

of the back S. striata, p. 206.

216. Staphidia castaneiceps. The Chestnut-headed Staphidia.

Ixulus castaniceps, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 141 ; Hursf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 411.

Ixulus striatus {Blyth), Gudw.-Aust. J, A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109

;

xlv, pt. ii, p. 202.

Staphidea castaneiceps {Moore), Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii,

p. 20 ; Hume, S. I\ vii, p. 403 ; id. Cat. no. 624 bis ; Sharpe, Cat.

£. M. vii, p. 616 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 251.

Coloration. Forehead chestnut-brown, with the feathers margined

with grey ; crown and crest chestnut; upper ]ilumage and visible

portions of wings and tail greenish brown, the back and scapulars
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with white shafts; tail Wackish brown, the outermost feathers

broadly tipped with white, the next less so, and the middle pair

entirely blackish ; lores grey ; a very short supercilium, originating

just over the eye, white ; ear-coverts chestnut with whitish shafts ;

lower plumage very pale fulvous white ; under tail-coverts brown

tipped with white ; under wing-coverts pale fulvous white.

Legs and feet orange-brown ; bill brown ; iris brown {Hume).

Length nearly 5-5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from

gape '5,

Distribution. The Garo, Khasi, and Naga hills ; Manipm-. I

gather from Godwin-Austen's remarks {I. e.) that he procured this

species in the Daphla hills also. Hume observed it in Manipur at

elevations above 5000 feet.

217. Staphidia rufigenis. Hume's Staphidia.

Ixulus striatus, Blyth, apudJerdon, B. I. ii, p. 260 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B.

xli, pt. ii, p. 166.

Ixulus rufigenis, Hume, 8. F. v, p. 108 (1877).

Stapbidea plumbeiceps, Godwiit-Austen, A. M. N. H. (4) xx, p. 519

(1877) ; td. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, pp. 19, 21 ; Hume, 8. F. vii,

p. 143 ; id. Cat., no. 624 ter ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 252.

Staphidea rufigenis (Hume), Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii,

p. 21 ; Hume, Cat. no. 625 ter ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 617.

The 8triated Flmver-peeker, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crest, and nape grey, with pale shafts
;

upper plumage and visible portions of wings greenish brown, the

shafts of the back, scapulars, and tertiaries white ; tail dark blackish

brown, the outermost pair of feathers broadly tipped white, the

next less so, and the median pair without any white ; a short grey

supercilium reaching to the middle of the upper edge of the ear-

coverts, and above this a rufous band fusing posteriorly with the

ear-coverts, which are chestnut with white shafts ; lores grey

;

cheeks white, narrowly barred with black; lower plumage white

tinged with very pale fulvous, the sides of the neckj breast, and
body more or less suffused with olivaceous ; under tail-coverts

brown, broadly tipped w'ith white ; under wing-coverts pale fulvous

white.

Iris reddish brown ; legs umber {Oodw.-Aust.).

Length 5'5; tail 2;3; wing 2-4; tarsus "7
; bill from gape -oS.

Distribution. Sikhim ; the Bhutan dears ; Sadiya and Brahma-
khund in the Dibrugarh district of Assam.

218. Staphidia striata. TicJcell's Staphidia.

Ixulus striatus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 413 (1859) ; Hume, 8 F.
V, p. 107 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 374.

Pycnonotus nanus, Tickell, J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 452 (1859).
Staphidea striata {Blyth), Blyth ISf Wold. Birds Burm. p. 11 ; Godtv.-
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Aust. J A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 21 ; Hume, Cut. no. 625 ; Oates,
B. B. i, p. 150 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. Vii, p. 017 j Salvadori, Ann.
Mm. Civ. Oen. (2) v, p. 606.

Coloration. Bljth thus described the bird:—"Length about 5
inches, of closed wing 2| inches, and of tail the same ; bill to gape

I inch and tarsi | inch. Colour greyish brown above, each feather
with a white mesial streak ; below albescent throughout ; outer-
most tail-feather | inch shorter than the middle pair, and largely
tipped with white, as is also the next, and the antepenultimate
and next within gradually less so, the outer four feathers succes-
sively graduating."

Tickell thus described it :—" Iris blood-red brown ; bill dark
horn ; legs reddish horn ; upper parts including a blunt crest ashy
brown. Each feather shafted whitish. Eemiges and centre pair
of rectrices reddish clay-brown. Rest of tail dusky sepia, more
and more tipped white externally ; chin, throat, and all underparts
ashy-white."

I append also a translation of Salvadori's description of a bird
of this species procured by Fea in Tenasserim :—" Upper parts grey,
with white streaks along the shafts, the feathers of the cap a little

darker, lengthened, and forming a distinct crest ; remiges grey,
narrowly margined with white towards the end of the outer web

;

tail graduated, dark grey, the four outer feathers with white tips

increasing in length from the outermost to the fourth ; lower parts
whitish ; bill and feet dark horny."

I have not been able to examine a specimen of this species, and I
therefore quote the above descriptions. I have seen a carefully

executed plate of the bird, and I notice that the ear-coverts are
rufous and that the lores and a supercilium are grey, points not
noticed in the above descriptions.

Distribution. Tickell procured this bird at Tretoungplee, on
Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim, at 3000 feet, and Pea at Plapoo
on the same mountain. No one else appears to have met with it.

Genus SIVA, Hodgson, 1838.

The genus Siva contains four species, which are found in the

Himalayas and the mountain-ranges of Burma ; two species extend

down the Malay peninsula to Perak.

They are birds of handsome plumage. The bill is about half the

length of the head, gently curved and notched ; the rictal bristles

are long, and the nostrils are covered by a membrane ; the head is

crested.

The tail-feathers are very peculiar, the ends being obliquely

truncated, and only the two outer pairs are graduated, the other

four pairs being of equal length.

In habits all the species seem to be alike. They are quite

arboreal, being found generally in small flocks in trees of consider-

able size, the leaves of which they search for insects.
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Key to the Species.

a. Primaries edged with orange.

a'. Middle pair of tail-feathers chestnut-red

on the basal half of the inner and the

basal third of the outer webs S. strigula, p. 208.

v. Middle pair of tail-feathers chestnut-red

on the basal five sixths of both webs . . S. castaneicauda, p. 209.

b. Primaries edged with blue.

c'. Wings tipped with white S. cyanuroplera, p. 209.

d'. Wings not tipped with white 8. sordida, p. 210.

219. Siva strigula. The Stripe-throated Siva.

Siva strigula, Hodgs. Ind. Bev. 1838, p. 89 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 252
;

Stolicxka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. .50 ; Godw.-Aud. J. A. S. B.

xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B, xli, pt. ii, p. 45 ; Hwme,
N. ^ E. -p. 392 ; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 252 ; Godm.r-Aust. J. A. S. B.

xlv, pt. ii, p.. 81 ; Hume, Cat. no. 616; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 319 ;.

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 638 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 137.

Leiothrix strigula {Sodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i,

p. 365.

The Stripe-throated Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Megblim, Lepch.

Fig. 61.—Head of S. strigula.

.

Coloration. Porehead, crown, and nape bright orange-brown;
a ring of yellowish feathers round the eye; sides, of the head grey,
mottled with whitish and dusky; upper plumage slaty green;
middle pair of lail-feathers, with the basal half of the inner and
the basal third of the outer web, chestnut-red, the remainder black,
narrowly tipped white ; the next pair black, with some trace of
chestnut-red at base and tipped with yellow ; the other feathers
with an increasing amount of yellow and a diminishing amount
of black, tbe outermost feathers being almost entirely yellow

;

wing-coverts and winglet like the back; primary-coverts black;
primaries and secondaries black, the outer webs edged with orange
changing to yellow near the tips, the later secondaries narrowly
tipped with white ; tertiaries chiefly slaty grey on the outer webs
and entirely black on the inner, tipped white ; chin orange-yellow

;

throat pale yellow, with narrow crescentic black cross bars • a
narrow moustachial stripe and a patch on (he side of the neck
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black ; remaining lower plumage bright yellow, tinged with oliva-

ceous on the sides of the breast and abdomen.
The young appear to have the crown light golden yellow inter-

mingled with grey, and to have the bars on the throat less deve-

loped.

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible light greyish

brown; tip white; legs and feet grey; claws light brown; iris

dark reddish-brown {Hume).
Length about 6-5 ; tail 2-9 ; wing 2-75 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from

gape 'S.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to the Daphla
J^ills in Assam ; also in the Khiisi hills ; found from 3000 to

10,000 feet of elevation.

Habits, 4'c. Found in flocks on trees. According to Hodgson
this bird makes a cup-shaped nest of moss and bamboo-leares in a

fork of a tree in May and June. The eggs are three or four in

number, paJe bluish speckled with red, and measure about -85

by -63.

220. Siva castaneioauda. Hume's Siva.

Liothrix strigula {Sodgs.), apad Wald. in BlytKs Birds Burm.
p. 110; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 464.

Siva castaneicauda, Hume, S. F. v, p. 100 (1877) ; Hume ^ Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 371 ; Hume, Cat. no. 616 his ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 145

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 639 ; Salmdori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen.

(2) V, p. 601.

Coloration. Eesembles S. strigula. Differs in having more red

on the tail, the basal five sixths of the middle pair of feathers,

the basal three quarters of the inner webs, and the basal half

of the outer webs of the next pair being chestnut-red ; the ring of

feathers round the eye is of a brigliter yellow and the sides of the

head are blackish ; the bill is also much larger.

Legs and feet dingy glaucous green ; the upper mandible dark
brown, the lower fleshy ; the iris deep brown (Hwme).

Of about the same size as S. strigula.

Distribution. Bhutan ; the hills east of Toungngoo ; Muleyit
mountain in Tenasserim. This bird appears to occur only at con-

siderable elevations.

It has been obtained on the mountains of Perak in the Malay
peninsula.

221. Siva cyanuroptera. The Bhie-ivinged Siva.

Siva cyanouroptera, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 88 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 263 ; Godw.-AnM. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. li, p. 109 ; Hume, N.

8f E. p. 393 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 617 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 319 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 640; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 248; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 188.

Leiothrix cyanouroptera {Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 09 ; Horsf. ^ M.
Cat. i, p. 366.

Tlie Blue-winged Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Megblim adum, Lepch.

TOL. I. P
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Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck pale blue, the

sides of the crown deeper blue, the foreliead and the anterior part

of the crown streaked with brown ; lores, round the eyes, and a

broad streak behind the eye white ; back, scapulars, wing-coverts,

rump, and upper tail-coverts bright ochraceous ; the median pair

of tail-feathers wholly blue, with a subterminal black patch and
tipped white ; the next four pairs with the outer webs blue, the

inner brown margined with white, subterminally blaek and tipped

white ; the outermost pair black on the outer, entirely white on
the inner web

;
primary wing-coverts black ; winglet cobalt-blue,

tipped white : primaries cobalt-blue on the outer webs ; secondaries

with outer webs margined with pale blue and tipped white ; ter-

tiaries blackish on the inner, bluish grey on the outer webs, and
tipped white ; ear-coverts, cheeks, sides of the neck, chin, throat,

breast, and sides of the body delicate vinous grey ; middle of abdo-

men pale yellowish buff ; vent and under tail-coverts white.

Bill grey-horny, brownish about the nostrils, and the base of the

lower mandible yellow ; iris brown; feet fleshy; claws hornv brown
(Scully).

Length about 6 ; tail 2*6 ;' wing 2-4 ; tarsus '9
; bill from gape •&.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Naini Tal to the Daphla hills

in Assam ; the Khasi and Naga hills ; Iforth Cachar ; Manipur

;

occurring from 3000 to 6000 feet or even higher.

Habits, ^c. Breeds from April to June, constructing a cup-shaped
nest of moss lined with leaves, in a fork of a small tree. The
eggs, three or four in number, are greenish blue speckled with red
and yellowish brown, and measure '75 by -51.

222. Sivasordida. The Dull Siva.

Siva cyanouroptera, Hodys., apud Blyth, Birds Burnt, p. 110.
Siva Bordida, Hume, S. F. v, p. 104 (1877) ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 371 ; Hume, Cat. no. 617 bis : Oates, B. B. i, p. 144 ; Shane,
Cat. B. M. vii, p. 641.

Coloration. Eesembles S. cyanuroptera. Differs in having the
back, scapulars, wing-coverts, and the outer webs of the tertiaries
earth-brown, not ochraceous ; the winglet is not tipped with white,
nor have the quills of the wing either white tips or white margins

;

the blue portions of the plumage are much duller.

Lower mandible, legs, feet, and claws whity brown ; upper man-
dible darker, but still pale brown ; iris creamy yellow (Hume ^"

Davison).

Of the same size as S. cyanuroptera.

Distribution. Karennee ; the higher slopes of Muleyit mountain
in Tenasserim.

This species also occurs on the mountains near Perak in the
Malay peninsula.
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Genus YtTHINA, Hodgs., 1836.

The genus Yuhina contains four species, three of which are

found in. the Himalayas and the hill- tracts of Assam.
In Tuhina the bill is about two thirds the length of th6 head,

greatly curved and sharply pointed ; the frontal hairs and the rictal

bristles are well developed, and the nostrils are covered by a large

membrane. The head is fully crested. The tail is rather short

and perfectly square.

One species lays spotted eggs and another unspotted white eggs,

but the evidence in the latter case is not to my mind conclusive.

It will prove a curious exception should it be found always to lay

unspotted white eggs.

The birds of this genus frequent trees in small parties and feed

largely on berries in addition to insects.

t
Key to the Spedes.

a. Throat streaked Y. gularis, p. 21]

.

b. Throat plain.

a'. Nape chestnut Y. ocotpitalis, p. 212.

b'. Nape grey Y. nigrimentum, p. 212.

223. Yuhina gularis. The Stripe-throaied Yuhina.

Yuhina gularis, Hodgs. As. Mes. xix, p. 166 (1836) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 100

;

Ewsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 261 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p..261 ; Bla^. J. A. S. B.

xli, pt. ii, p. 44 ; Hume, N. Sr E. p. 396 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 110

;

mime, Cat. no. 62(3; ScuUg, S. F. viii, p. 321 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 150

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 631 ; Oates in Hume's N. |- JE. 2nd ed.

i, p. 139.

The Stripe-throated Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Fugi-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead and crest rich hair-brown ; upper plumage,

wing-coverts, tertiaries, and tail olive-brown, tinged with fulvous

on the rump ; lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts grey ; chin and throat

pale rufescent, streaked with black ; breast plain rufescent ; re-

mainder of lower plumage dull orange-brown, duller on the sides ;

primary-coverts and winglet black ; wings blackish, the third to

the sixth primaries edged with pale grey on the terminal portion of

the outer webs, and all the secondaries except the first edged

throughout their entire length with orange-brown.

Upper mandible black; lower mandible horny brown ; iris brown

or dark brown ; feet deep buff or orange ; claws dusky (Scully).

Length about 6 ; tail 2-4; wing 2-8 ; tarsus -8; bill from gape •8-.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, from 4000 to 10,000

feet of elevation. Blyth records this species from Arrakan, but

there is no recent instance of its occurrence in this division known.

Habits, 4-c. Breeds, according to Hodgson, from April to July,

building a large, massive, egg-shaped nest of moss in the fork of ^
branch or between ledges of rock. The eggs are a pale buff-colour,

thickly spotted with red or brownish red, and measure -8 by -56,
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224. Yuhina occipitalis. The Slaty-headed Yuhina.

YuHna oceipitalis, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 166 (1836) ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 100 ; Hcn-sf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 261 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 261 ; Blanf.

J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 44 ; Hume, Cat. no. 627 ; Scully, S. F.

viii, p. 321 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 633.

The Slaty-headed Sill-Tit, Jerd. ; Turringing-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 62.—Head of Y. oceipitalis.

Coloration. Forehead and crest slaty grey, with whitish shaft-

streaks ;
posterior feathers of crest and the nape chestnut ; hind

neck ashy ; upper plumage rufous-brown; wing and tail brown,

the outer webs margined and suffused with rufous-brown ; a circle of

white feathers round the eye ; ear-coverts and the region of the eye

slaty grey, streaked whitish ; a narrow interrupted black moustachial

streak ; chin, throat, breast, and sides of neck vinous ; sides of the

abdomen rusty grey ; abdomen pale chestnut ; thighs, vent, and
under tail-coverts bright chestnut ; under wing-coverts and edge
of wing white.

Bill, reddish brown; iris red-brown; feet orange-bufE ; claws

horny-brown (Scully).

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; -wing 2*4 ; tarsus -7 ; biH from gape -7.

Distrihution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, at elevations of from
7000 to 10,000 feet.

225. YuMna nigrimenttun. The Black-chinned Tuhina.

Polyodon mgnmentam, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 1[1844).

Yuhina nigrimentum, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 562 (1845) ; Blyth,
Cat. p. 337 ; Hoi-sf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 262 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 262

;

Hume, N. Sr E. p. 396; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169,
xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Hume, Cat. no. 628 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 633 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 252 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8r F. 2nd ed.
i, p. 139.

The Black-chinned Flowcr-peeker, Jerd. ; Turringing-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead and crest black, each feather margined with
grey ; nape and sides of the head grey ; lores and chin black ; upper
plumage and tail dull olive-green

; primaries and secondaries brown,
with a narrow external edging of olive-green to each feather ; throat
white ; remainder of lower plumage fulvous, tinged with rufous.

Bill dusky above, lower mandible red ; feet reddish yellow ; iris

brown (Jerdon).
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Length about 4-5 ; tail 1'5 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus "65
; bill from gape '6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garwhdl to the Daphla hills in

Assam ; the Naga hills in Manipur. This species appears to be

found at considerable elevations only. It extends into China.

Habits, Sfc. Gammie found a nest in Sikhim in June ; a mere pad
of moss and wool in a large tree. It contained four white eggs,

which measured "58 by '43.

Genus ZOSTEEOPS, Vigors & Horsf., 1826.

In the ' Catalogue of Birds in the British Museum ' the genus

Zosteropa is placed by Gadow among the Meliphagidce, but he

remarks with regard to the Zosteropince that their degree of relation-

ship with Meliphagidce is doubtful and that they might, perhaps,

with more propriety be ranged with the JDicceidce.

Seeing, therefore, that the position of Zosterops is stUl doubtful

and that none of the true MeliphagidcB are found in India, I am
disposed for the present to place Zosterops with the Sibiinm, with

many genera of which subfamily it has undoubted affinities, especi-

ally with Yuhina.

In Zosterops the bill is about half the length of the head, slender,

curved and pointed, and the nostrils are covered by a largemem-

brane. The head is not crested. The eye is surrounded by a

circle of small white feathers, which gives a characteristic appear-

ance to the bird. The tongue, according to Gadow, is protractile,

bifid, each half broken up into numerous stiff homy fibres so as to

form a brush.

The wing has ten primaries, but the first is very minute, so minute

as frequently to evade observation. This first primary, in addition

to being small, appears to grow over the second one, not under it,

and this makes it the more difficult to be detected. Its shaft is,

however, always visible with a small lens. The tail of Zosterops is

short and quite square.

This genus is represented over a considerable portion of Africa,

Southern Asia, and Australia. The White-eyes are all small birds

found in flocks on trees, the leaves of which they search for insects

with a constant twitter. Several of the Indian species are very

closely alEed to one another in coloration and size.

Key to the Species.

a. Chin and throat yellow ; abdomen grey.

a'. Upper plumage golden yellow.

a". Abdomen entirely grey Z. paipebrosa, p. 214.

6". Abdomen grey, with a yellow band down
the middle Z. aureiventris, p. 215.

b'. Upper plumage olive-green.

e". Yellow on the chin and throat pure and
confined to those parts Z. simplex, p. 215.

d". Yellow on the chin and throat tinged

with green and extending to the breast. Z. ceyhmensis, p. 215.

b. The whole lower plumage yellow Z. damensis, p. 216.
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226. Zosterops palpebrosa. The Indian White-eye.

Sylvia palpebrosa, Temm. PL Col. 293, fig. 3 (1824).

Zosterops nicobaricus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 563 (1845).

Zosterops palpebrosus (remm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 220 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat

i, p. 263 ; Jerd. B. I. i\, p. 265 ; Bume, N. 8f H. p. 397 ;
Anders

Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 631 ; Leffffe, Birds Ceyl. p. 582 ;
Hume

Cat. no. 631 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 322 ; Damson, S. F. x, p. 398

Gadow, Cat. B. M. ix, p. 165 (part.) ; Barnes, Birds, Bom. p. 247

;

Hvme, S. F. xi, p. 263 ; Oates m Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i. p. 140,

Zosterops nicobariensis, Blyth, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 242 ; iv, p. 291 ; id.

Cat. no. 631 ter.

Zosterops palpebrosa nicobariensis, Hume, S. F. iv, p. 291.

The White-eyed Tit, Jerd.

Fii>. (53.—Head of Z. palpebrosa.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, and sides

of the head golden yellow ; the chin and throat bright yellow ;

breast, abdomen, and flanks greyish white ; under tail-coverts

yellow ; wings dark brown, edged with greenish yellow ; a ring of

feathers round the eye white ; feathers in front and below the eye

black ; tail brown, narrowly margined with greenish yellow.

Bill black ; base of lower mandible bluish grey ; irides yellowish

hazel ; feet dark plumbeous ; claws brownish homy (Scully).

Length 4'2
; tail 1'7 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -6 ; bill from gape '55.

Varieties. The race of this species from the Andamans and
Nicobars is characterized by a very large bill, and it is difficult

to find any bird from the peninsula with the bill equally large.

Asa few, however, are found, it is not desirable to separate the

insular form. On examining the Burmese Zosterops, procured by
myself in Pegu and by others in Tenasserim, I find that they all

belong to the closely allied but easily recognizable Z. simplex of

China.

Distribution. Every portion of India from Murree in the Hazara
country to Sadiya in Assam, and southwards on the one hand to

Ceylon and the Nicobars, and on the other to the neigkbourhood of

Bhamo in Upper Burma. Anderson's specimens from this latter

district are typical Z. palpebrosa. In the Himalayas this species

is found up to 7000 feet, and it occurs all over the higher hill-

ranges of Southern India. It is stated by Blyth to extend to
Arrakan, but at the time he wrote the other closely allied species

which inhabit Burma had not been separated, and possibly Blyth
was mistaken.

Habits, S[c. Breeds, according to locality, from January to Sep-
tember, but April appears to be the month in which most nests may
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everywhere be found. The nest is a very delicate little cup made of

vegetable fibres and cobwebs, suspended in a fork of a small branch
at all heights from the ground. The eggs are generally two in

number and pale blue without marks, but occasionally some eggs
may be met with marked at the larger end with darker blue. -W^
eggs measure about "62 by '47. i

227. Zosterops aureiventris. Hume's White-eye.

Zosterops lateralis, Temm., Hartlaub, Joum. f. Orn. 1865, p. 15

;

Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 303; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 452; id. Vat.

no. 631 A (nee Lath.).

Zosterops ^alpehrosa, (Temm.), aimd Bl. 8( Wald. Birds Burm. p. 110,
part,

Zosterops auriventer, Hume, 8. F. vi,~p. 619 (1878) ; viii, pp. 163,

497 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 844 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. ix, p. 163 ; Sal-
vadori, Ann. Mvs. Civ. Gen. (2), v, p. 592.

Zosterops buxtoni, Nicholson, Ibis, 1879, p. 167.

Coloration. Eesembles Z. palpebrosa. DifPers in having a broad
yellow band down the middle of the abdomen and a shorter tail.

The tail is seldom more than 1*4 in length and never exceeds 1"5.

The greenish-yellow margins to the tail-feathers are reduced in

extent and sometimes quite absent.

Distribution. I have examined specimens of this species from the

Karen hills aud Karennee procured by Wardlaw Eamsay, and
others from Tavoy collected by Davison. I did not procure it in

Pegu.

This bird extends down the Malay peninsula to the islands of

Sumatra and Java.

228. Zosterops simplex. Swinhoe's White-eye.

Zosterops simplex, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 203; id. Ibis, 1863, p. 294

;

Hartl. Journ. f. Orn. 1865, p. 13 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 403 ; id. Cat.

no. 631 B ; Styan, Ibis, 1887, p. 227.

Zosterops palpehroaa (Temm.),apud Hume, S. F. iii, p. 143; apud
Oates, S. F. x, p. 227 ; id. B. B. i, p. 342.

Coloration. Sesembles Z. palpehrosa. Differs in having the

whole upper plumage olive-green instead of golden yellow. The
dimensions of the two species are the same.

Distribution. I procured a few specimens of this bird in Lower
Pegu round the town of Pegu, and it is probably this species that

PeSden obtained at Thayetmyo. Blanford records it from East

Nepal (J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 157). It is found throughout

Southern China.

229. Zosterops ceylonensis. The Ceylon White-eye.

Zosterops annulosus, Kelaart, Prod. p. 121 (nee Swainson).

Zosterops ceylonensis, Holdsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 459, pi. 20, fig. 2

;

Hume, S. F. vii, p. 404 ; leffffe. Birds Ceyl. p. 585, pi. xxvi, fig. 2

;

Hume, Cat. no. 631 his ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. ix, p. 173 ; Oates in

Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 145.
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Coloration. Upper plumage together with the sides of the neck

olive-green ; wings and tail dark brown edged with olive-green ; a

ring of white feathers round the eye ; lores and under the eye

blackish; chin, throat, upper breast, and under tail-coverts dull

ojl-yellow ; lower breast and abdomen greyish white.

Iris yellowish brown or reddish brown or pale brownish yellow ;

bill blackish, with the base beneath bluish or pale slaty ; legs and
feet bluish or pale leaden (Legge). *

Length about 4-5 ; tail 1-75 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus '65 ; bUl from
gape "6.

Distribution. Ceylon, above 1500 feet of elevation.

Habits, 4'c. Breeds from March to May, The nest and eggs appear

to resemble those of Z. palpebrosa. The eggs measure about '64

by •45.

230. Zosterops siamensis. The Siamese White-eye.

Zosterops siamensis, Blyth, Ibis, 1867,' p. 34 ; Walden, Ibis, 1876,

p. 350, pi. X, fig. 1 ; jkume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 375 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 631 quat. ; Gates, S. F. x, p. 228 ; id. B. B. i, p. 343 ; Oadow,
Cat. B. M. ix, p. 180 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v,

p. 592.

Zosterops austeni, Walden, in Bli/th's Birds Burnt, p. Ill (1875)

;

Hume, S. F. v, p. 66 ; Hume ^ Bav. S. F. vi, p. 376 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 631 quint.

Coloration. Lores and a small patch under the eye black; a
circle of feathers round the eye white ; the whole plumage yellow,
brightest below ; wings and tail dark brown, each feather edged
externally with yellow, narrowly on the primaries, broadly on the
secondaries, and the yellow occupying nearly the whole of the
tertiaries.

Iris light reddish brown ; bill horn-colour, plurabeous at the base
of the lower mandible and at the gape ; mouth flesh-colour ; feet

and claws light plumbeous.
Length 4-2 ; tail 1-6 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -55 ; bill from gape '52.

Distribution. Southern Pegu, alDout the towns of Bangoou and
Pegu ; Karennee ; Tenasserim, from Thatone to Amherst and
Muleyit mountain; also Siam and Cochin China.

Habits, 4rc. This bird is found in forests and densely-wooded
gardens in the tops of high trees. It goes about in flocks and has
a low twdttering note.

Genus IXULUS, Hodgs., 1844.

The genus Iixulm contains three species which are found on the
Himalayas and the hill-ranges of Assam and Burma.

livuhts resembles Tuhina in everything except the shape of the
bill, which in Ixulus is shorter, deeper, and more curved at the
tip.
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The birds of this genus ai-e found in parties, frequenting the

branches of trees and feeding on insects.

Key to the Species.

a. Nape -white I. occipitalis, p. 217.

6. Nape -without any -white.

a'. A chestnut collar on the hind neck LflamcoUis, p. 218.

v. No chestnut collar on the hind neck I. humilis, p. 218.

231. Iznlus occipitalis. The Chestnut-headed Ixulus.

Siva occipitalis, Blt/tA, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 937 (1844).
Ixulus occipitalis (Bl.), Blyth, Cat. p. 100; Harsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

p. 411 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 259 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 109 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 82 ; Sume, N. ^ K p. 396 ; id. Cat.

no. 624 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 251 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 613

;

Gates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 145.

The Clieatnut-headed Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Tenngyeng-pho or Turring-
lUj-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 64.—Head of /. occipitalis.

Coloration. Forehead and lengthened feathers of crest ferru-

ginous brown j the tips of the occipital crest-feathers and a large

nuchal spot white ; lores and round the eye dusky ; ear-coverts white
streaked with rufous ; with this exception the sides of the head
and neck, the whole hind neck, and the cheeks ferruginous brown

;

back, rump, and visible portions of the wings dull olive-green, the

shafts of the feathers of the back whitish, and the outer webs of

the earlier primaries hoary grey ; upper tail-coverts and tail brown
suffused with fulvous ; chin and throat white ; breast pinkish

brown streaked with brown ; abdomen and flanks olivaceous, the

middle of the former part paler ; under tail-coverts ferruginous.

Bill black ; legs pale yellowish brown ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus '8 ; bill from gape "6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hills in

Assam ; the Khasi hills.

Habits, 4'c. Grammie found the uest of this species in Sikhim on
the 17th June, with three eggs. The nest was a shallow cup of

fine moss-roots and moss, placed in a< small tree.
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232. Izulus flavicollis. The Tellow-najaed Ixulus.

Yuhina flavicollis, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 167 (1836).

Ixulua flavicollia (Sodc/s.), Blyth, Cat. p. 100 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 262 ; Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 268 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 109; xlv, pt, ii, p. 82; Blanf. J. A. S.B. xli, pt. ii, p. 45;

Hume, N. Sf E. p. 395; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 252; Hume, Cat.

no, 623 ; Scully, S. F. Yiii, p. 320 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 612

;

Sitme, S. F. xi, p. 251 ; Dates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 145.

The YeUoio-^naped Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Siripchong-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead and lengthened feathers of crest rich

brown ; hinder part of crown, nape, and sides of the head mouse-

grey, the lower part of the ear-coverts silvery ; lores and nious-

tachial streak black ; a white ring of small feathers round the eye

;

a broad chestnut collar round the hind neck ; upper plumage olive-

brown, the shafts of the feathers of the back paler ; upper tail-

coverts tinged with fulvous ; tail and wings brown suSused with

the colour of the back, the primaries narrowly edged with white

on the outer webs ; chin and cheeks white ; throat whit«, with a

few narrow ochraceous streaks and frequently with dark shafts ;

middle of breast and abdomen pale fulvous ; vent and under tail-

coverts deep fulvous ; sides of breast and abdomen ochraceous

streaked with white ; under wing-coverts white.

Upper mandible brownish black ; lower mandible fleshy brown,
greyish horny at base ; iris light to dark brown, sometimes reddisli

brown ; feet fleshy buff ; claws pale brown-horny (Scully).

Length about 5 ; tail 2; wing 2'5
; tarsus "8 ; bill from gape "6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Assam

;

the Khdsi hills ; Manipur : from 5000 to 8000 feet of elevation.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to July, constructing a deep cup-

like nest of moss and fibres, which is suspended from one or two
twigs of a branch. The eggs, usually three in number, are whitish

marked with brown of various shades, and measure -78 by -oQ.

233. Ixulus humilis. Davison's Ixidus.

Ixulus humilis, Hume, S. F. v, p. 106 (1877) ; Hume ^ I)av. 8. F.

vi, p. 374 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 149 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 614

;

Sahadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 602.

Staphidea humilis (Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 625 bis.

Coloration. "Whole upper plumage and visible portions of the

wings and tail, the sides of the head, and the lengthened crest plain

brown ; lores and a moustachial streak darker brown ; sides of

neck and whole lower plumage white, the chin, throat, and breast

with very narrow brown shafl>streaks ; the sides of the body, thighs,

and under tail-coverts with broader streaks, increasing in size as

they approach the tail ; under wing-coverts white.

tjpper mandible black ; lower inaudible pale brown ; legs and
feet fleshy brown ; iris red-brown (Hume Sf Davison).
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Length 5-2; tail 1'8; wing 2-4; tarsus -8; bill from gape "6.

Distribution The higher parts of Muleyit mountain in Tenasi
serim.

Genus HERPORNIS, Hodgs., 1844.

The genus Herpornis contains only one species, found in the

Himalayas and Burma, and extending down the Malay peninsula.

This species is represented in China and Borneo respectively by
two subspecies.

In Herpornis the bill is nearly as long as the head, slender but

well bent down at the tip; the nostrils are covered, by a few
frontal hairs, and the rictal bristles are strong ; the head is crested

;

the wing is rather long and pointed, and the tail is perfectly square.

The plumage is green.

234. Herpornis xantholeuca. Tlie White-bellied Herpornis.

Erpornis xantholeUca, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 380 (1844) ; Blyth,

Catv- 101; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 232 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 264
Gocm.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109.

Erpornis xanthochlora, Hodgs. in Gray's Zuol. Misc. p. 83 (1844)
id. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 23 ; Hutne, S. F. iii, p. 142.

Herpornis xantholeuca (Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 167
Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p, 83 ; Hume 8r Dav. 8. F. vi,

pp. 374, 519 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 630 ; Hume, Cat,

no. 630 ; Bingham, 8. F.'m, p. 190 ; Inglis, 8. F. ix, p. 256 ; Oates,

8. F. X, p. 227 ; id. B. B. i, p. 151 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 636
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 262.

The White-bellied Flower-pecher, Jerd. ; liang-pa-pho, Lepcb.-

Fig. 65.—Head of H. xantholeuca.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, tail, wing-coverts, and
tertiaries clear greenish yellow ; primaries and secondaries edged
with the colour of the back ; lores, cheeks, and the lower plumage
white slightly tinged with grey ; ear-coverts ashy white ; under
wdng-ooverts pale yellow'; under tail-coverts bright yellow.

Upper mandible fleshy horn-colour, the edges and the whole
lower mandible light flesh-colour

; gape yellow ; mouth yellow

;

eyelids plumbeous ; iris brown ; legs and claws pinkish flesh-colour.

Length nearly 5; tail 1*8; wing 2-7; tarsus "65; bill from
gape '6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam ; the hill-

ranges of Assam ; Cachar ; Manipur, and the whole of Burma

;
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extending down the Malay peninsula. This bird does not appear
to be found above 4000 or 5000 feet of elevation. In Burma it

is as common at the level of the sea as on the hills.

Habits, S[c. This species is found in thick forests in companies
of ten or more, searching the leaves for insects.

Subfamily LIOTRICHINtE.

The Liotrichinm comprise those members of the Grateropodidce

which are strictly arboreal, and in which the sexes are differently

coloured. The first character separates them from the Brachy-
pterygince, and the second from all the other subfamilies.

The genera AethorhyncJms and ^githina have two moults a year,

and thus show affinities with the Sylviidae. The other genera have
only the usual autumn moult.

The genera Oephalopyrus and HypocoUus are migratory to some
extent. The other genera are sedentary.

All the Liotrichinm, so far as is known, lay spotted eggs. Minla
and Myzornis may prove to be exceptions to this general rule, but
the evidence regarding these two genera is incomplete and unsatis-

factory so far as it goes.

Key to the Genera.

a. First piimary about half the length of

second.

a'. Tail considerably shorter than wing.
a'. The secondaries falling short of tip of

wing by a distance not greater than
half the length of tarsus.

a"'. Tail-feathers curved outwards . . Liothbix, p. 221.
6'". Tail-feathers straight.

a*. Upper tail-coverts falling short

of tip of tail by less than the
length of hind toe Cutia, p. 222.

J'. Upper tail-coverts falling short
of tip of tail by about the length
of tarsus.

a^. Tarsus much longer than
middle toe with claw,

a*. Bill stout, strongly notched
and hooked at tip.

a'. Bill about half the length
of head; culmen well
curved Pteruthitts, p. 223.

6'. Bill as Ions' as the head

;

culmen nearly straight . AETHonHYNCHUS, p. 228.
6". Bill slender and very little

deflected at tip.

c'. Width of bill behind the
nostrils equal to half the
length of bill from that

point to tip ^GiTHiNA, p. 229.
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(T. Width of bill behind the
nostrils equal to a third

of length of bill Myzobnis, p. 233.
4^. Tarsus shorter than middle

toe with claw Chloeopsis, p. 234.

h". The secondaries falling short of the
tip of wing by a distance fully equal
to length of tarsus,

c'"- Head not crested; tail square . . Ibena, p. 239.

d"'- Head crested ; tail graduated .... Melanochloba, p. 241.

h'. Tail and wing about equal in length,

c". Outer tail-ieather falling short of tip

of tail by a distance equal to length
of tarsus Hjlaeocichla, p. 243.

d". Outer tail-feather falling short of tip

of tail by a distance less than half
the length of tarsus.

e"'. Bill notched,
c*. Depth of closed bill at the ante-

rior corner of nostril much
greater than the width at same. Mesia, p. 244.

d*. Depth at same point equal to

the width Minla, p. 245.

f". Bill entire Leptopcecilb, p. 246.

h. First primary about a sixth the length of
the second,

c'. Tail shorter than wing.
e". Nostrils overhung by numerous fine

hairs Cephalopyetjs, p. 247.

f". Nostrils not overhung by hairs .... Psaroglossa, p. 248.
d'. Tail longer than wing Hypocolitjs, p. 260.

Genus LIOTHRIX, Swains., 1831.

The genus Liothrix contaius one remarkable hill-bird which is

characterized by a slightly forked tail, the feathers of which are

bent outwards. The bill is about half the length of the head, stout,

and with the culmen curved. It resembles very closely the bill of

Mesia figured below (p. 244). The tail is quite square at the tip,

aud the upper tail-coverts are long.

235. Liothrix lutea. Tlie Bed-billed Liothrix.

Sylvia lutea, Scop. Bel. Flor. et Faun. Insuhr. ii, p. 96 (1786).

Bahila callipyga, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. 1838, p. 88.

Leiothrix luteus {Scop.), Blyth, Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 364

;

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 250; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 169 j

Oatea, B. B. i. p. 142 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 247.

Leiothrix callipyga (Hbdgs.), Hume, N. 8f E. p. 390 ; Gammie, S. F.

iii, p. 266 ; Anders. Yunnan Fxped., Aves, p. 629.

Liothrix lutea (Scop.), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 109 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 614 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 644 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E.
2nd ed. i, p. 147.

The Bed-hilled Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Nanachura, Dehra Doon; Bapchil-pho,

Lepch.
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Ooloration. Male. The whole upper plumage and sides of the

neck olive-green, the forehead and crown tinged with yellow and

the longer tail-coverts tipped with white ; middle pair of tail-

feathers and the outer webs of the others black ; the inner webs

brown ; the primaries edged with yellow and later on with crimson ;

the secondaries black, with a patch of orange-yellow at the base of

the outer web of each ; tertiaries olive-green tinged with rufous ;

lores orange-yellow ; a ring round the eye yellow ; ear-coverts

silvery grey ; a narrow moustachial streak dusky green ; chin and
throat bright yellow, turning to deep orange-yellow on the lower

throat ; centre of breast and abdomen and the vent and under
tail-coverts yellow ; sides of breast and abdomen slaty green.

Female. The crimson on the primaries of the male is replaced by
orange-yellow. I^o other difference.

Bill coral-red at tip, black at base ; legs yellow-brown (^CocJchum);

iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 6 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2-75 ; tarsus 1 ; bill at gape "6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Simla to Bhutan ; the Khasi
hills ; the Kakhyen hUls near Bhdmo in Upper Burma; Arrakan.

This bird is found from 5000 to 8000 feet or lower. It extends

into China.

Habits, ^e. Dr. Jerdon states that this species usually associates

in small parties of five or six, frequenting the dense thickets and
underwood that springs up wherever the forest is partially cleared.

It is a shy bird, and avoids observation in general. Its food con-

sists of berries, fruits, seeds, and insects. Its usual note is a
chattering call ; but in the spring the male has a very pleasing

song.

This bird makes a cup-shaped nest of dry leaves and moss bound
together with grass and roots, and generally placed in a leafy

bush, at no great height from the ground. The number of eggs is

usually three ; they are pale green, spotted and otherwise marked
with red, purple, and brown ; they measure about '85 by "62.

Genus CUTIA, Hodgs., 1836.

The genus Cutia is remarkable for the great development of the
tail-coverts, which reach nearly to the tip of the taU. The genus
contains only one species, both sexes of which are very handsomely
coloured.

In Cutia the bill is rather slender, curved, notched, pointed, and
slightly longer than half the length of the head ; the rictal bristles

are very short ; the nostrils are longitudinal and covered by a
membrane ; the frontal feathers are short and firm. The tail is

about two thirds the length of the wing and slightly rounded.

236. Cutia nepalensis. The Nepal Cutia.

Cutia nipalensis, Hodffs. J. A. S. B. v, p. 774 (1836) ; Blyth, Cat
p. 98; Hm-sf. S^ M. Cat. i, p. 227; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 247 ; Wald.
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in Blyth's Birds Burnt, p. 109 ; Oodw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii,

p. 81 ; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 19 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 370 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 612 f Oates, B. B. i. p. 140 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 646

;

Hume, S. F. xi. p. 245.

The Yelhiv-backed Shrike-Tit, Jerd. ; Khatya, Nepal; Rahnoon or

Rapnun-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 66.—Head of C. nepalensis.

Coloration. Male. The lores, sides of forehead, and a broad

band passing through the eyes and ear-coverts round the nape
black ; the whole crown inside this black band deep slaty ; back,

scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts bright chestnut; wing-

coverts black ; quills black, all but the first two with a patch of

slaty near the base, increasing in extent inwards, and the third to

the sixth or seventh primary with a narrow edging of the same
about the middle of the outer web ; most of the later quills

minutely tipped with white ; tail black ; lower plumage white, the

sides of the body boldly barred with black ; vent and under tail-

coverts pale buff.

Female. The slaty colour of the head paler ; the band round the

head chocolate-brown ; the back and scapulars reddish brown with

large oval black spots ; otherwise as in the male.

Legs and feet rich wax-yellow ; claws pale yellowish horny ; bill

black, pale leaden blue at gape and base of lower mandible ; iris

brown (Hume).

Length about 7 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 3-7 ; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from

gape -9.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the Daphla hills in

Assam ; Eastern Nitga hills ; Manipur ; Karennee ; apparently

at 6000 feet and upwards.
.

Habits, 4ro- Grregarious, on high trees.

Genus PTERUTHIUS, Swains., 1831.

The genus Pteruthius contains five Indian species with the

general external appearance of Shrikes.

The bill is about one half the length of the head, strong, strongly

hocked at the tip, and with the margins sinuated ; the rictal bristles

are weak. The nostrils are oval and partially covered by the frontal

bristles, which are well developed. The feathers of the crown are

somewhat ample, but they do not form a crest.
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The wing is rounded ; the tail is about two thirds the length of

the wing and slightly rounded, and its coverts reach to about the

middle of the tail. The tarsus is strong and smooth.

The birds of this genus are entirely arboreal, being found in

flocks traversing the highest trees. They are confined to the hilly

portions of the country, and feed upon both insects and berries.

Key to the Species. «

a. Tertiaries chestnut.

a'. Crown black P. erythroptems (J , p. 224.

6'. Crown bluish grey P. en/thropterus J , p. 224.

h. Tertiaries golden yellow P. (srcdatm tS , p. 226.

c. Tertiaries green tipped with chestnut .... P. ceralatus 5 , p. 225.

d. Tertiaries bluish grey or green,

c'. Crown greenian yellow.

a". Nape bluish ashy.

a'". Tips of wing-coverts white .... P. melanotic J , p. 226.

b'"- Tip of wing-coverts salmon-
colour P. melanotis $ , p. 226.

6" Nape greenish yellow,

c'". Tips of wing-coverts white .... P. intermedius iS > P- 227.

d". Tips of wing-coverts salmon-
colour P. intermedins $ , p. 227.

d'. Crown blackish P. xanthochloris^
, p. 227.

e'. Crown dark grey P. xanthochloris ? , p. 227.

237. Pteruthius erythropterus. The Eed-winged Shrike-Tit.

Lanius erythropterus, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 22 ; Gould, Cent.

pi. 11.

Pteruthius erythropterus ( Viff.), Blyth, Cat. p. 99 ; Hoi-af. Sr M. Cat.

i, p. 172 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 245 ; Stolicxka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii,

pt. ii, p. 49 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 108 ; Cock l^-

Marsh. S. F. i, p. 356 ; ITume, N. Sr E. p. 389 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A.
S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 81 ; meme, Cat. no. 609; id. S. F. xi, p. 243

;

Oates in Htime's N. ijr F. 2nd ed. i, p. 150.

Ptererythrius erythropterus ( Fig.), Gado%o, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 113.

Fig. 67.—Head of P. m/thropiems.

Coloration. Male. Porehead, crown, nape, lores, ear-coverts,

and under the eye black ; a broad white supercilium from the eye

to the nape ; upper plumage bluish grey, some of the upper tail-

coverts tipped black ; tail and wing-coverts black ; primaries and
secondaries dark brown, edged with glossy black and tipped white ;

tertiaries chestnut; lower plumage very pale greyish white, the
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sides of the throat, the centre of the abdomen, vent, and under tail-

coverts pure white; lower part of the flanks pale rusty; under
wing-coverts white.

Female. Ttie forehead, crown, nape, and sides of the head bluish
grey, the ear-coverts with paler shafts, the lores and round the
eye more or less dusky ; indications of a white supercilium, very
ill-defined ; upper plumage olive-grey ; smaller wing-coverts
black edged with yellowish

; greater coverts yellow on the outer
webs, black on the inner; primary-coverts and winglet black; the
earlier primaries edged with hoary grey, the other quills edged with
yellow ; tertiaries chestnut ; central tail-feathers green, the others
black, with the greater portion of the outer webs green and tipped
yellow ; lower plumage entirely pale buff.

The young resemble the female, and the male assumes the adult
plumage in the September of the first year.

Legs and feet fleshy, in some pinker, in some whiter ; claws a
darker or paler brown ; soles yellowish ; lower mandible and edges
of upper from gape to below nares pale blue or plumbeous ; rest

of upper mandible black, occasionally horny black ; irides greyish
lavender, deep grey, deep blue-grey, greenish grey, grey-blue, pearly

blue-grey, pale green speckled with white, and varying a little in

every specimen {Hume). Iris amber {Godwin^Austen).
Length 6-5 to 8 ; tail about 2-5 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus Tl ; bill from

gape -85.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Haz^a country to Assam
;

the Khasi and Naga hills; Manipur. Prom 2500 (Jerdon) to

10,000 feet (StoUczJca).

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in May, constructing a cradle-like nest of

moss and hair in a fork of a branch near the top of a high tree.

The eggs, usually three in number, are whitish speckled with
brownish red and purple. Oae egg measured "9 by 'BS.

238. PterutMus aeralatus. Tiekell's Shrike-Tit.

Pteruthius seralatus, Kch. J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 267 (1855) ; Anders.

Yunnan JExped., Aves, p. 628, pi. xlvii ; Hume S; Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 368; Hume, Cat. no. 610 his; Salvadori, Ann. Mu^. Civ. Gen.

(2) V, p. 599.

Pter3rtlirius Eeralatus, Tick., Blyth 8r WaU. Birds Burm. v. 109.

Ptererythrius aeralatus, Tick., Oates, B. B. i, p. 137 ; Gadow, Cat.

B. M. Vni, p. 114.

Coloration. Eesembles P. erythropterus. The male differs in

having the tertiaries golden yellow, tinged with red internally and

tipped black ; the lower plumage much greyer, the lower part of

the abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts alone being white.

The female differs in having the tertiaries green, tipped wjth

chestnut, and the back grey.

Legs and feet fleshy white; claws pale brown to black; lower

mq,ndible and basal edges of the upper mandible along commissure

pale blue ; rest of bill black ; iris varied considerably, slaty-grey,

pale greenish blue, and deep brown {Hume df Davison).

TOL. I. Q
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Length about 6-5; tail 2-3; wing 3-1; tarsus l-l ; bill from
gape "85.

Distribution. The Kal^hyen hills east of Bhamo : Karennee and
the Karen hills east of Toungngoo ; Muleyit mountain in Tenas-
serim ; also the mountains of Pei-ak in the Malay peninsula.

Count Salyadori (I. e.) has shown that his P. cameanoi from
Sumatra is distinct from the present species.

t

239. PterutMus melanotis. The Chestnut-throated Shrike-Tit.

Pteruthiiis melanotis, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 448 (1847) ; Oales
in Humes N. S^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 151.

Pteruthiiis senobarbus (Temm.), apud Harsf. % M. Cat. i, p. 172.
Allotrius senobarbiis, Temm.,apuclJerd. 5. /. ii,p. 246 (part.); Godw.-

Aust. J. A. S. B. zxxiz, pt. ii, p. 108.

Allotrius melanotis {Hodgs.), Hume, N. Sr Mip. 390 ; Hume ^ Dav.
8. F. vi, p. 369 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 456 ; id. Cat. no. 611 ; id. S. F.
xi, p. 244.

Ptererythrius melanotis (Hodgs.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 139 : Gadoto, Cat.

JS. M. viii, p. 117.

Ku-er-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, back, scapulars, rump,
and upper tail-coverts greenish yellow ; a ring of white feathers
round the eye ; ear-coverts yellow ; a spot on each side of the
neck behind the ear-coverts black ; the whole nape between these
black spots bluish ashy ; a broad supercilium bluish white ; lores,

continued in two lines, one over the eye and one below, meeting
behind the eye, black ; chin and throat deep chestnut, extending
down to the upper part of the breast ; remaining lower plumage
bright yellow ; middle tail-feathers green, tipped with black ; the
next four pairs black, tipped with white, the tips increasing in size

towards the outside of the tail ; the outermost feathers wholly
white ; wings brown, edged with bluish grey ; the tertiaries wholly
bluish grey, and all the quills except the earlier primaries' tipped
with « bite ; lesser wing-coverts black, edged with grey

; greater
coverts black, broadly tipped with white ; primary-coverts and
winglet black.

Female. Eesembles the male closely ; difEers in having the tips
to the greater wing-coverts salmon-colour instead of white ; the
chestnut of the throat restricted and not descending to the breast

;

and in having the lores and the ophthalmic lines pale brown instead
of black.

The young resemble the female, but the upper plumage is olive-
brown, and the grey nape and black lines on the sides of the head
are wanting ; the lower plumage is yellowish white. All the cba-
racteristic wing-marks are present from the earliest age.

Bill plumbeous ; iris light brown ; legs and feet fleshy white
{Chenneil).

Length about 47; tail 1-8 ; wing 2-5; tarsus -8; bill from
gape -So.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam : the Khdsi
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and Eastern Naga hills ; Manipur. Found at high elevations,
7000 feet or so.

Habits, drc. According to Hodgson this bird makes a shallow
cup-like nest of moss and fibres suspended in the fork of a branch
of a tree. The eggs are pinky lilac, speckled with violet, and
measure about -77 by -49.

240. Pteruthius intermedius. Hume's Shrike-Tit.

Allotrius melanotis {Hodffs.), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 109.
Allotrius intermedins, Hnme, S. F. v, p, 112 (1877) ; Hume ^ Dav.

8. F. vi, p. 870; Hume, Cat. no. 611 bis: Sabadori, Ann. Mus.
Civ. Oen. (2) v. p. 600.

Ptererythrius intermedins (Hume), Dates, B. B. i, p. 140 ; Gadow,
Cat. B. M. viii, p. 117.

.

1- '

Coloration. Eesembles P. melanotis. The male differs in having
the forehead deep chestnut like the throat, and above and next to
it a bright yellow band ; the grey nape and the black neckypatches
are absent; the outermost tail-feathers are not entirely white, but
ha\e a streak of black near the tips of the outer webs ; the first

and second primaries are entirely black ; the next four are black at
the base and white on the remainder of the outer webs ; the others
have progressively more black at the base, and the other portions
of the outer webs green.

The female differs in having the forehead rufous and the grey on
the nape absent ; the lower plumage pale yellow ; the wings edged
with green, except the earlier primaries, which are edged with pale
yellowish.

Lower mandible and edge of upper pale blue ; rest of upper
mandible black ; iris brown ; legs, feet, and claws fleshy {Hume).

Of the same size as P. melanotis.

Distribution. Toungngoo; the upper slopes of Muley it mountain
in Tenasserim ; the Thoungyeen valley. Blyth, who did not discri-

minate this and the preceding species, wrongly recorded P. melanotis
from Toungngoo.

241. Pteruthius xanthochloris. The Green Shrike-Tit.

Pteruthius xanthochloris, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 448 (1847).
Allotrius senobarbus, Temm., apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 246 (part.).

Allotrius, sp,, Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 50.

Allotrius xanthochloris {Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 46

;

Hume, 8. F. vii,p. 456; id. Cat. no. 611 ter.

Ptererythrius xanthochloris {Hodgs.), Gadow, Cat. B. M, ym, p. 118.

Coloration. Male, The forehead, lores, the sides of the crown,
and round the eye dark grey ; crown and nape blackish, with
traces of grey among the feathers ; ear-coverts, sides of neck,

back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts green ; lesser wing-
coverts brown, edged with, green

;
greater coverts brown, edged with,

green and tipped with yellowish ; primary-coverts black ; wings
dark brown, edged with green exteriorly ; tail brown, suffused with

q2



228 CEAXEBOPODtD^.

green on the Outer webs, tipped white, and the outer web o£ the

outermost feather whitish ; chin, throat, and breast pale ashy,

smeared in places with yellow ; remaining lower plumage, under
wing-coverts, and axillaries bright yellow.

Female. Differs in having the crown and nape of the same
dark grey as the forehead ; lores, sides of the crown, and round the

eye without any trace of black.

Iris dark grey-brown ; lower maMible and upper mandible along

the commissure pale plumbeous ; rest of upper mandible black

;

legs, feet, and claws fleshy, tinged plumbeous {Davison).

Length about 5; tail 1*9
; wing 2'5

; tarsus '8
; bill from gape "55.

Birds from Nepal and Sikhim have the head much darker than
birds from the N.W. Himalayas.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim,

at elevations up to 9000 feet.

Genus AETHORHYNCHUS, Sundevall, 1872.

This genus is usually placed with the Braehypodince, but I cannot
discover that it has any close affinities with the Bulbuls.

The birds of this genus have a moult in February in addition to

the autumn moult. From February to June the sexes are very

differently coloured, but at other times of the year they resemble
each other. The colours of the female are not changed by the

February moult. The young males resemble the female for some
months, and probably assume the male garb in January.

In this genus the bill is very strong, nearly as long as the head,
with the culmen nearly straight and the tip strongly notched and
hooked

s
the nostrils are long ovals, and the rictal bristles are

weak. The tail is almost square at the end.

242. Aethorhynchtts lafresnayii. The Qreat lora.

lora lafresnayei, Hartkmb, Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 401 ; Stoliczha, J. A.
S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 309 ; Bl. 8s Wcdd. Birds Burnt, p. 137

;

Hume, S. F. v, p. 423 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 328, 516

;

Hume, Cat. no. 468 quat. ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 184.
lora innotata, Blyth,J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 472 (1847) ; id. Cat. p. 213.
Phoenicomanes lora, Sharpe, P. Z. 8. 1874, p. 427, pi. liv.

Aethorhynchus lafresnayii (Hartl.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, n 14 •

Oates, B. B. i, p. 204.
*''

'

Kg. 68.—Head of A. lafresnayii.

Coloration. Male. In breeding-plumage (February to June) the
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upper plumage is dull green, each feather more or less black at
the extreme tip ; wings, tail, and upper tail-coverts deep black,

the primaries and outer secondaries very narrowly edged with
greenish on the outer, and more broadly with white on the inner
webs ; lores, cheeks, a ring round the eye, and the whole lower
plumage bright yellow.

The male at other times (July to January) has the upper plu-
mage, wing-coverts, and tertiaries dull green ; the tail greenish
yellow ; primaries and secondaries dark brown, edged with greenish
yellow ; lores, cheeks, round the eye, and the entire lower plumage
bright yellow.

Female. Eesembles the male in the plumage last described.

Toung males with the tail green and the tertiaries mingled
black and greenish yellow are not uncommon.

Iris dark brown ; bill leaden blue, the culmen dark horny ; legs

and feet leaden blue ; claws horny {Hume Coll.).

Length about 6-5; tail 2-2; wing 2-75; tarsus S; bill from
gape 1.

Distribution. Arrakan (Blyth) ; the southern portion of Tenas-
serim from Mergui to Banknsun and the Thoungyeen valley.

Tickell obtained this bird near Ye in Tenasserira. It extends down
the Malay peninsula.

An allied species from Siam is A. acanthotis, which has the ear-

coverts and the tips of the wing-coverts yellow.

Habits, ^c. Frequents gardens and forests, going about singly

or in pairs, searching the leaves of trees for insects and uttering a
fine whistling call.

Genus .ffilGITHINA, Vieill., 1816.

The genus JEgithina, allied to the last genus, is equally, in my
opinion, removed from the Bulbuls.

All the species of JEgithina have two moults in the year. The
females in all cases remain unchanged in colour by the moults, but

the males in some cases have a very distinct summer and winter

plumage.

In ^githina the bill is about two thirds the length of the head,

with the culmen nearly straight ; the bill is notched and pointed.

The wing is very rounded and the tail short and square. The
plumage of the rump is remarkably soft and copious, and the males

are in the habit at times of puffing it out.

All the species are green and yellow, and they have a close re-

semblance one to the other.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail black or green throughout.

a' . Upper plumage either greenish yellow or

black or a mixture of both ^. tiphia, p. 230.

6'. Upper plumage entirely dark green JE. viridissima, p. 231.

b. Tail tipped with white ^. m'griluiea, p. 232.
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243. ^githina tipMa. The Common lora.

Motacilla tiphia, Linn. S. N. i, p. 331 (1766).

Motacilla zeylonica, Om. S. N. i, p. 9G4 (1788).

lora zeylonica {Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 213 ; Horsf. §• M. Cat. i, p. 267

;

Jerd. B. I, ii, p. 101 ; Hume, Cat. no. 467.

lora typhia {Unn.), Blyth, Cat. p. 214; Honf. # M. Cat. i, p. 266

;

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 103 ; Hitme, S. F. v, p. 428 ; An^rs. Yminan
Exped:, Aves, p. 660; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. -490; Hume, Cat.

no. 468 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 185 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. i, p. 190.

.iEgithina tiphia (Z.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 7 ; Gates, B. B. i,

p. 202 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 151.

The Blaoh-hended Green Bulbul, The White-rcinged Green Bulbul,

Jerd.; Shoubiga or Shoubigi, Hini. ; Patsu^'ittajTeh; Pacha-fjora, Tarn.;

Chahrtuk, TdphilM, Fatiekja tonjik, Beng.

Fig. 69.—Head of JE. tiphia.

Coloration. Male. In fall summer plumage the lores, fore-

bead, crown, and back are black, the bases of the feathers on the

back yellow and showing through the black ; rump greenish yellow

;

upper tail-coverts and tail black ; lesser wing-coverts black ; median

ones white ; greater ones black, tipped with white
;
quills black,

narrowly edged with pale yellow ; sides of the head and neck, chin,

throat, and breast deep intense yellow ; abdomen, sides, vent, and

under tail-coverts dull greenish yellow. The back is sometimes

yellow merely fringed with black, and the head is sometimes not

quite black but yellow much mixed with black.

The male in winter loses all or most of the black on the upper
parts except on the tail and wings, and becomes yellowish green.

Female. At all seasons the upper plumage is green ; the tail

greener and duskier, the edges yellowish ; lesser wing-coverts

green ; median coverts dusky green, broadly tipped with white

;

greater coverts dusky green, the outer ones broadly tipped with
white, the inner broadly edged with white on the outer webs

;

quills dark brown, edged vnth pale yellow ; lores, sides of the head,

and entire under plumage yellow.

Iris yellowish white ; lower mandible and the margins of the

upper nearly to the tip blue ; remainder of upper mandible black
;

feet and claws plumbeous.
Length 5'4

; tail 2 ; wing 2*4
; tarsus "75

; bill from gape •?.

Throughout its great range the Common lora is subject to

variations 'in its plumage, which appear to be due chiefly, if not
entirely, to climatic influences.

The females may be dismissed with the reraarly|hat they do not
vary in any appreciable degree either locally or seasonally.
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Youug birds resemble the female, and young males begin to
acquire the adult summer plumage in the first spring, but do not
acquire it in its entirety the first summer, and consequently youug
males o£ every degree of blackness are met with in the summer.

Adult males in summer plumage vary excessively according to
locality. In Southern India, Ceylon, and the Malay peninsula
the upper plumage, except the rump, is often unbroken black, and
these birds retain traces of black on the upper plumage in winter.
In all other parts of its range the adult in summer has a variable
amount of black on the upper plumage. Sometimes the nape and
back are entirely black, in other cases the crown and nap^^e'
black and the back fringed with black, and in others again t^^^s
nothing but a few patches of black here and there. These birds
lose all the black in the winter except on the wings and tail.

In a portion of the Central Provinces, as pointed out by Hume,
the females are duller coloured than those from other parts, and
the male in winter plumage is without any black on the head and
back ; but in the summer the male is almost as black as specimens
from Southern India and Ceylon.

Distribution. The whole Empire with Ceylon except that portion
of India which lies west of a line, roughly speaking, drawn from
the head of the Grulf of Cambay through Abu to Dehra. This
species does not appear to ascend the hills t& a greater height than
3000 feet.

Habits, dfc. This bird frequents orchards, low trees, and
brushwood, feeding on insects which are found among the leaves.

It commences to breed in May, or probably earlier, making a
beautiful cup-shaped nest of very small size, which it fixes in the
fork or on the bough of a small tree at no great height from the
ground. The nest is made of fine fibres and grass, and coated
outside with cobwebs. The eggs, usually three in number, are
greyish white, streaked with brown and reddish brown, and
measure '69 by 54.

244. .aigithina viridissima. The Green lora.

lora scapularis, Hm-sf., apud Blyih, Cat. p. 314 ; apud Horsf. 8f M.
Ca«.i,p.265(part.).

lova viridissima, Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 397 (1850) ; Hume, S. JP.

v, p. 427 1 Hume 8r JDav. S. F. vi, p. 327 ; Hume, Cat. no. 468 ter.

^gitnina viridissima (Bp.), Tweedd. Ibis, 1877, p. 304, pi. v ; Shaipe,

Cat. B. M. vi, p. 6 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 201.

Coloration. Male. The whole plumage dark green, becoming
yellow on the lower abdomen and vent ; lores blackish ; feathers

immediately above and below the eyes bright yellow ; under
tail-coverts pure yellow ; under wing-coverts white ; tail glossy

black; wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with white, which forms
two wing-bars ; quills black, all narrowly edged with green ; the

tertiaries also broadly edged on both webs with white.

Femah. The upper plumage dark green, almost as dark as

in the male ; the tail green, paler than the back, and narrowly
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edged with yellow ; the lores and sides of the head are greenish

yellow, and consequently the yellow edging is not so conspicuous

as in the male ; the whole lower plumage light yellowish green

;

wing-coverts brown, broadly tipped and edged with pale yellow

;

qmlls blackish brown, edged with greenish yellow.

There is no seasonal change of plumage in either sex, although

there are two moults in the year.

Legs and feet plumbeous blue; claws black ;- lower mandible,

gape, and a hne on each side of the upper mandible dark plum-
beous blue ; rest of upper mandible black or blackish brown ; irides

dark to reddish brown (Davison).

Length about 5 ; tail 1"8 ; wing 2'4
; tarsus "7 ; biD. from gape "75.

Distribution. A straggler to the southern portion of Tenasserim.

It is found in the Malay peninsula, Borneo, and Sumatra.

245. .ffigithina nigrilutea. Marshall's lora.

lora nigrolutea, O. F. L. Marshdtt, S. F. iv, p. 410 (1876) ; Hume,
S. F. V, pp. 134, 441, yii, p. 454; id. Cat. no. 468 bis.

^githina nigrolutea (Marsh.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 12.

Coloration. Male. In summer plumage the forehead, crown,

nape, and lores are black ; upper back bright yellow, delicately

fringed with black ; lower back the same, but with more black

;

upper tail-coverts black; tail black, broadly tipped with white;

lesser coverts and scapulars black ; median coverts white
;
greater

coverts black, tipped with white ;
quills black, narrowly margined

with greenish, the secondaries and tertiaries tipped white ; sides of

the head and neck and the whole lower plumage bright yellow

;

under wing-coverts white.

In winter the male has the upper plumage entirely dull greenish

yellow, with, as a rule, a few black marks on the crown ; the other

parts of the plumage are the same as in summer.
Female. The whole upper plumage greenish yellow ; the upper

tail-coverts black, fringed with green ; a bright yellow ring

round the eye ; sides of the head and the whole lower plumage
yellow ; the wings and tail as in the male, but the black is not so

intense ; the white parts are tinged with yellow in places, and the
terminal half of the middle pair of tail-feathers is nearly all vvhire

tinged with ashy.

Legs and feet light plumbeous ; bill homy ; iris dark (ffume).

Length nearly 5-5 ; tail 1-8 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus -7
; bill from

gape '6.

Distribution. Cutch ; the eastern half of Eajputana ; the southern
portion of the Punjab ; the North-West Provinces ; Malwa

;

Bundelkhand ; the northern portion of the Central Provinces
;

Eastern Bengal as far east, at least, as Mudhupur in the Sonthal
Pergunnahs.

Habits, Sfc. Nothing in particular is on record regarding the
habits of this species, which, however, are not likely to differ from
those of .M. tiipTiia.
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Genus MYZORNIS, Hodgs., 1843.

The genus Myzornis contains one species of brilliant green
plumage, an inhabitant of the higher portions of the Himalayas.

In Myzornis the bill is slender and nearly as long as the head,

distinctly notched, with the culmen gently curved ; the nostrils are

longitudinal and covered by a membrane ; the rictal bristles weak.
The head is not crested, but the feathers of the crown are some-
what lengthened. The wing is round ; the tail is about two thirds

the length of the wing and slightly rounded, and the tarsus is

long and slender.

246. Myzornis pyrrhura. The Fire-tailed Myzornis.

Myzornis pyrrhoura, Hudgs. J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 984 (1843) ; Blyth,

Cat. p. ]01 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 263; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 263;
Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 44.

Myzornis pyrrhura, Hodgs., Ilume, Cat. no. 629; Sharpe,Cat. B. M.
vii, p. 635 ; Oates in 'Harness N. 8r E. 2nd ed. i, p. 156.

The Fire-tailed Flower-pecker, Jerd. ; Lho-sagvit-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 70.—Head of M. pyrrhura.

Coloration. Male. The whole head and body, the wing-coverts,

and the tertiaries bright green ; the feathers of the forehead

and crown with deep black centres ; the lores and a triangular

patch behind the eye. black; a streak above and one below the eye

brighter green ; the throat and upper breast suffused with red

;

the middle of the lower part of the breast and abdomen tinged with

red; vent and under tail-coverts chestnut-red; winglet tipped

white ;
primary-coverts black, edged with green and tipped with

yellow; primaries brown, the first eight tipped with white, the

outer webs, of all ten primaries deep black, more or less margined

with red ; secondaries with the outer webs red and tipped with

pinkish white ; tertiaries black, with some green on the inner webs

;

tail-feathers red on the outer webs, green on the inner, all broadly

tipped with dusky-.

Female. Eesembles the male closely, but differs in having the red

on the lower parfs dull and subdued, and the red on the wings and

tail less bright, the primary-coverts green, tipped with white, and

the terminal spots on the secondaries pure white.

Bill, dusky brown ; legs fleshy ; iris brown (Jerdoji) ; the iris is

figured red by Hodgson.

Length 5-2 ; tail 1-9 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus -9
; bill from gape -7.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim, probably not below 6000 feet.

Habits, Sf6. Haunts brushwood and moss-grown trees. The egg

is said to be white, but this statement is not well authenticated.
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Genus CHLOEOPSIS, Jard. & Selby, 1826.

The genus Chloropsis contains a large number of birds of bright

green plumage which are found in Southern and South-eastern

Asia. Seven species occur within Indian limits.

Chloropsis is always placed among the Bulbuls, but, with the

exception of the very short tarsi, there is nothing in common be-

tween the two to point to any close relationship.

In this genus the bill is slender and curved, and about as long

as the head ; the tip is notched, and the nostrils are oval ; the rictal

bristles are weak ; the frontal feathers are advanced up to the

nostrils ; the head is not crested ; the wing is rounded, and the tail

is short and square ; the tarsi are very short, shorter than the

middle toe with claw.

Key to the Species.

a. Forehead rich orange-yellow.

a'. Ohin and throat hright blue .-. C. aurifrons, p. 234.

6'. Chin and throat hlack i C. malabm-ica, p. 235.

h. Forehead greenish or yellowish.

c'. Abdomen orange-brown C. hardwichii, p. 236.

d'. Abdomen gi'een.

a". Outer webs of primaries blue C. chloroeephala, p. 237.

b" . Outer webs of primaries green.

a'". A bright patch of colour on the

wing-coverta.

a*. Moustachial streak a mere short

narrow line . C. zosteropa, p. 238.

¥. Moustachial streak broad, and
occupying the whole cheek . . C. jerdoni, p. 238.

V" . No bright p^tch of colour on
wing-coverts .

.'
C. cyanopogon, p. 239.

247. Chloropsis anrifrons. The Gold-

Phyllornis aurifrons, Temm. PI. Col. 484, fis,fl''(1829) ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 212 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 258 ; JerdTB. I. ii, p. 99 ; Godw.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 129

;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 660 ; Hume 4" JDav. S. F. vi,

p. 326 ; Hume, Cat. no. 465 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 184.

Phjllornis hodgsoni, Gould, Birds Asia, iii. pi. 16 (1861); Bl. ^
Wald. Birds Bwm. p. 137.

Chloropsis am-ifrons (Temm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 20 ; Gates,
B. B. i, p. 205 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 595.

The Gold-fronted Green Bulbul, Jerd. ; Sttbz-harexva, Nep'al. ; Hnrriba,
Beng. ; Skakm-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. The forehead and front of crown orange-
yellow ; lores, round eye, ear-coverts, and lower throat black; chin,

cheeks, and upjJer throat purplish blue ; a faint supercilium con-
tinued dow n the sides of the neck, then widening and passing round
the black of the throat, so as to form a collar, yellow ; lesser wing-
coverts and bend of the wing verdigris-blue ; the whole remaining
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visible portions of tiie plumage bright green, the concealed portions

of the primaries and seoondai'ies in the closed wing dark brown.
Female. Diilers from the male in being rather less brilliant in

coloration.

The young are entirely green on the head ; a small nioustachial

blue streak is present, and the edgings to the wings are bluish

;

the tail is also tinged with blue.

Bill black ; mouth bluish grey ; eyelids dark brown ; feet plum-
beous ; iris brown ; claws horn-colour. The female has tlie mouth
livid brown.

Length 8 ; tail 2'8 ; wing .3-8
; tarsus "7 ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The sub-Himalayan tracts from Grarhwal to Dibru-
garh in Assam ; a considerable portion of Eastern Bengal aud the

adjacent States, Ball quoting the following localities as places where
it is found : Rajmehal hills, Midnapur, Manbhum, Lohardugga,
Sirguja, Kalahandi, and Goomsur ; the Khdsi hills; Manipur; the

neighbourhood of Bhamo ; Karennee ; the whole of what recently

constituted British Burma, down to Amherst and the Thoungyeeu
valley. Birds from Kumaun are very much larger than those from
other parts, but otherwise this species is very constant in size and
colour throughout its great range. It extends into Cambodia.

Habits, 6[e. This species and all that follow are very similar in

habits. They frequent trees, and are regular leaf-hunters, feeding

principally on insects. They mimic the calls of other birds, and,

notwithstanding their brilliant plumage, they are difficult to detect

in trees. They go in pairs or alone. The nest of G. aurifrons does

not appear yet to have been discovered.

Fig. 71.—Head of C. ma,

248. Chloropsis malabarica. The Malabar OMoropsis.

Turdus malaharicus, Gm. S. N. i. p. 837 (1788).

Phyllornis malaharicus (Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 212 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 98 ; McMaster, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 212 ; Fairhanh, S. F.

IV, p. 258; Bourdillon, S. F. jv, p. 400; Legge, Birds Ceyl.

p. 488 ; Hume, Cat. no. 464 ; Daviion, S. F. x, p. 387 ; Barnes.

Birds Bom. p. 190.

Chloropsis malabarica (Gm.) ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 22.

The Malabar Green Bulbul, Jerd.
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Coloration. Forehead golden yellow ; lores, under the eye, the

lower part of the ear-coverts, the chin, and throat black ; moustachial

stripe blue ; the lesser wing-coverts verdigris-blue ; the remaining

plumage and the visible portions of the closed wings and tail bright

green.

The female hardly differs from the male.

The young are green aU over.

Bill black ; legs and feet plumbeous ; claws dull black ; iris dark

brown (Davison).

Length about 8 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 3-6 ; tarsus -7; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The western coast of India from Ehandala to

Travancore ; Ceylon ; and McMaster records this species from
Chikalda in Berar. It is found at all levels up to 6000 feet."

249. Chloropsis hardwickii. The Orange-bellied Ohloropsis.

Chloropsis hardwickii, Jard. ^ Se/by, III. Orn. ii, Add. p. 1 (1829) ;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 18 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 206 ; Salvadori,

Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 694.

Phyllornis hardwickii (J.^S.), Blyth, Cat. p. 212 ; Ilorrf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 258 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 100 ; Godw.-Avst. J. A. S. B. xxxix,

pt. ii, p. 106; xlv, pt. ii, p. 79; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 137 ; Hume
§• Dav. S. F. vi, p. 327; Hume, Cat. p. 466; Scully, S. F. viii,

p. 297 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 185.

The Blue-winged Green Bulbul, Jerd.

Coloration. Male. The upper plumage green, washed with

fulvous-yellow on the head ; lores, the feajhers under the eye, the

ear-coverts, chin, throat, and upper breast black; a broad moustachial

streak, reaching to the end of the ear-coverts, cobalt ; remainder of

the under plumage orange-brown, washed with green on the

flanks ; tail dull purple, the inner webs blacker ; lesser wing-

coverts verdigris-blue ; remaining coverts and the primaries black,

edged with purple ; secondaries brown on the inner and green on
the outer webs; tertiaries and inner greater coverts entirely

green.

Female. The upper plumage green, the head being of the

same colour as the other parts ; lesser wing-coverts blue ; the

other coverts and the tertiaries wholly green; secondaries and
primaries brown edged with green, the first three primaries with a

tinge of blue ; tail green ; moustachial streak cobalt, but paler than

in the male ; sides of head and neck, chin, throat, and upper breast,

with the whole of the flanks, green, tinged with blue on the throat

;

lower breast, abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts orange-brown.

Young birds are entirely green, without any orange below at

first ; traces of orange on the abdomen soon make their appear-

ance ; the moustache and wing-patch are barely indicated.

Bill black ; irides brown or dark brown ; feet plumbeous ; claws

dusky or black (Scully).

Length 7"5 ; tail 3'1 ; wing 3'8 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape -95.



CHLOEOPSIS. 237

C. lazulina, from China, is barely separable from the present
species ; it has the chin, throat, and breast strongly suSnsed with
blue.

Distribution. The Himalayas and their bases, from Mussooree to

Dibrugarh in Assam ; the Khasi hills ; Manipur ; the Toungngoo
hiUs; Karennee ; the slopes of Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim.

C. hardwickii is found at all levels, apparently up to 5000 or 6000
feet. It occurs on the mountains of Perak in the Malay peninsula.

250. Chloropsis cMorocephala. The Burmese Ohhropsis.

Phyllornis cochinchinensis (Lath.), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 21.S ; Goclw.-

Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 270 ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 180.

Phyllornis chlorocephalus, Walden, A. M. N.H. (4) vii, p. 241 (1871);
Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 137 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p, 127 ; Hume \ Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 323 ; Mume, Cat. no. 463 bis ; Bingham, S. F. ix,

p. 183 ; Gates, S. F. x, p. 211 ; Sume, S. F. xi, p. 184.

Chloropsis chlorocephala ( Wald,), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 28

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 208 ; Sahadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v,

p. 595.

Coloration. Male. Lores, feathers under and in front of the

eye, cheeks, chin, and throat black ; forehead and a broad band
from eye to eye passing round and encircling the throat pale

yellowish green ; front of the crown above the forehead and a
broad streak passing over the eyes and ear-cov.erts pale green ; a

very short moustachial streak cobalt ; crown of the head and nape
golden green ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and scapulars deep
green ; tail blue ; primaries and their coverts black, edged with

blue ; secondaries black on the inner and blue on the outer webs,

and edged with green ; tertiaries and inner greater coverts green

tinged with blue ; lesser coverts glistening smalt-blue ; median and
greater coverts green, tinged with blue at the base ; under plumage
bright green, tinged witli yellow on the breast.

Female. The black on the head of the male is replaced by
bluish green, and the broad yellow band encircling the black is

absent ; the coloration is duller everywhere, and the moustachial

streak is pale bluish green.

The young are very like the adult female.

Bill black ; iris brown ; legs plumbeous ; claws horn-colour.

Length 7 ; tail 2-7 ; wing 3-3
; tai-sus -75 ; bill from gape -9.

G. icterocephala, from the Malay peninsula, is very close to

C. chlorocephala, but differs in having the forehead and the band
encircling the throat pure yellow ; the yellowish green on the front

of the crown and over the eyes and ear-coverts is absent, and the

whole summit of the head is a rich golden fulvous.

Distribution. The Qiro and Khdsi hills ; Dimapur on the Dhan-
siri river in Assam ; Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan ; Pegu ; Tenas-

serim ; Karennee. The range extends to Cochin China.
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251. Chloropsis zosterops. The Malachite-shouldered

Chloropsis.

Chloropsis zosterops, Vigors, App. Mem. Life Rqffl. p. 674 (1830)

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. m\, p. 24; Gates, B. A i, p. 207.

Phyllornis sonneratii {Jard. Sr SeCby), apitd Blyth, Cat. p. 213.

Phjllornis javensis {Horsf.), apud Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 136; Hume
8r Bav. S. F. vi, p. 324 ; mtme, Cat. no. 463 ter.

Coloration. Male. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts,

and tertiaries bright green ; a patch on the lesser wing-coverts

malachite-green; primaries and secondaries dark brown, broadly

edged with bright green ; tail green, the inner webs of all but the

middle pair of feathers brown towards the outer edge ; feathers

above the nostrils, the lores, and a line produced narrowly over the

eye, the cheeks, chin, and throat black ; ear-coverts and a band
along the black oE the throat on either side a paler green than the

upper plumage; a short narrow moustache cobalt; lower plumage
bright green.

Female. No black on the head ; the chin, throat, and a ring

round the eye are bright yellow, and the moustachial streak is blue

and indistinct.

Toung birds resemble the female.

Legs, feet, and claws pale to dark plumbeous ; bill black, base of

lower mandible sometimes brown ; irides varying—brown, dark
wood-brown, lake or crimson ; eyelids blackish grey (Davison).

Length 8-5 ; tail 3 ; wing 3'9 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from gape 1-1.

The closely allied 0. viridis, Horsf., from Java, may be distin-

guished by the colour of the shoulder-patch, which is turquoise-

blue.

Distribution. Tenasserim, south of Te near Moulmein; also

in the Malay peninsula, Borneo, and Sumatra.

252. Chloropsis jerdoni. Jerdon's Chloropsis.

Phyllornis .jerdoni, Blyth, J. A S. B. xiii, p. 392 (1844) ; id. Cat.

p. 212 ; Horsf. ISf M. Cat. i, p. 259 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 97 ; Hmne, N.
^ E. p. 294 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 215 ; Hume, Cat. no. 463 ; Legge,
Birds Ceyl. p. 485 ; Rdd, 8. F. x, p. 451 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 189.

Oliloropsis jerdoni (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 25; Oates in
Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 155.

The Common Oreen Bulbtd, Jerd. ; Harrewa, Hind. ; Wanna boianum,
Tel.

-^
'

Coloration. Male. A moustachial streak bright purplish blue

;

lores, chin, throat, and a line from the lores over the moustachial
streak black; forehead and a broad band surrounding the black
greenish yellow ; lesser wing-coverts very bright malachite-green

;

the remainder of the plumage, with the visible portions of the
closed wings and tail, green.
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Female. The black of the male is replaced by pale bluish green,

and the cheek-stripe is bright greenish blue.

The young resemble the female, but have no moustachial streak.

Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet pale blue {Hume Coll.).

Length 7'5 ; tail 2-9
; wing 3'5

; tarsus "7 ; bill from gape '9.

Distribution. The peninsula of India, from Sitapur, Fyzabad,

and Basti on the north ; Baroda and the Panch Mahals on the

west ; the Eajmehal hills and Midnapur on the east down to Cape
Comorin and Ceylon.

Hahits, ^0. Breeds from April to August, constructing a shallow

cup-shaped nest of vegetable fibres and fine roots and stems of

weeds at the extremity of one of the upper branches of a tree

some 20 feet from the ground. The eggs, two in number, are

whitish marked with black or dark shades of brown ; they mea-
sure -86 by -6.

253. Chloropsis cyanopogon. The Blue-whisJcered Chloropsis.

Phyllomis cyanopogon, Temm.'Pl.Cql: 512, fig. 1.(1829) ; Blyth,

Cat. p. 213 ; JSorsf. ^ M. Cat i, p; 410; Sume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 325 ; Hume, Cat. no. 463 quat.

Chloropsis cyanopogon (Temm.), Sharpe,Cat. B. M. vi, p. 32 ; Gates,

B. B. i. p. 209.

Coloration. Male. The upper plumage, wing-coverts, and

sides of the neck bright green ; the forehead tinged with yellow
;

wings dark brown, broadly edged with bright green ; tail green,

edged with brown on the inner webs ; lores, cheeks, chin, and
throat black ; a line over the lores and eye brighter green than the

other parts ; a short moustachial streak cobalt ; a line bordering

the black throat green tinged with yellow ; lower plumage light

green. :

Female. No black on the chin and throat, the moustachial

streak duller blue, and the feathers round the eye conspicuously

lighter than the crown.

The young resemble the female, but the moustachial streaks are

absent or barely indicated.

Legs and feet dark plumbeous.: bill black; iris dark^ brown
{Davison).

Length 7 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus '7
; bill from gape -8.

Distribution. This species has occurred at the extreme southern

point of Tenasserim. It is found in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra,

and Borneo.

Genus IRENA, Horsf., 1821.

The genus Irena contains some of the most beautiful birds known,

of which one species only is found within our limits.

The position of Irena appears to be in this subfamily, its rela-

tionship with the Bulbuls, with which it is generally placed, being
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doubtful. Its affinities for some of the genera of this subfamily,

such as Cutia, appear to me to be strong.

In Irena the bill is shorter than the head, stout, curved, with the

tip notched ; the nostrils are oval, partially concealed by the frontal

plumes ; the rictal bristles are well developed. Some hairs spring

from the nape, somewhat as in the Bulbuls. The head is not

crested. The wing is rather pointed, and the tail-coverts are ex-

tremely long. The tarsus is short.
'

254. Irena paella. The Fairy Bhie^iird.

Coracias puella, Lath. Ind. Orn. L p. 171' (1790).

Irena puella (Lath.), Bli/% Oat. p. 214 ; Borsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 273 ;

Jerd. B. L ii, p". 105 ; Stoliozka, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 318

;

Wald. Ibis, 1871, p. 170 ; Hume N. 8,- E. p. 293 ; Hwne, S. F. ii,

p. 226, iii, p. 130 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 328; Hume, Cat.

no. 469; L^ge, Birds Ceyl. p. 466; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. Ti,p. 177 ;

Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 184; Oates, S. F. x, p. 211 ; id. B. B. i,

p, 209 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 192 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 186; Oates

In Hume's N. S^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 157.

Hnet-pya-sate, Burm.

Fig. 72.—Head of /. puella.

Coloration. Male. The whole upper plumage, the lesser wing-
coverts, and the under tail-coverts shining ultramarine-blue

with lilac reflexions ; sides of the head and the whole lower plu-

mage deep black; greater wing-coverts, quills, and tail black, some
of the coverts tipped with blue, and the middle tail-feathers glossed

with blue.

Female. The whole upper plumage, the lesser wing-coverts,

and the lower tail-coverts brownish blue, with the edges of the

feathers brighter ; middle tail-feathers and the outer webs of all

the others, except the outer pair, like the upper plumage; re-

mainder of tail dark brown ;
primaries and secondajies dark brown

;

the greater wing-coverts, ^prjmary-eoverts, and tertiaries dark
brown, with a blue tinge on the outer webs ; sides of the head and
whole lower plumage blue, very similar to the upper parts.

The young are like the female. The male changes into adult

plumage about March, and the change takes place without a moult

;

the feathers of the upper parts first become fringed with bright
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blue ; the tail-coverts next become changed ; the lower plumage
takes the longest to change, and young birds may frequently be
met with having the lower plumage mixed black and dull blue, but
the upper plumage that of the adult.

Iris crimson ; eyelids pinkish ; bill and legs black ; mouth flesh-

colour ; claws black.

Length 10"5; tail 4*2; wing 5-1; tarsus 'SS; bill from gape
1-2.

/. eyanea, from the Malay peninsula, differs in having the
under tail-coverts longer, nearly reaching to the tip of the tail.

Distribution. Ceylon ; the western coast of India from Travan-
core up to the latitude of Belgaum and Sawant Wari ; Sikhim and
the lower ranges of the Himalayas to Dibrugarh in Assam ; the

Khasi hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; Arrakan ; Pegu ; Tenasserira ;

the Andamans and Nicobars. This species is confined entirely to the

evergreen forests of the hills and plains, and it is found up to

about 4000 feet of elevation. It extends some distance down the

Malay peninsula and into Siam.

Habits, ^e. This bird is common in most of the tracts it fre-

quents, going about in small parties or in pairs. It feeds priuci-

pally on fruit and is generally found on the larger forest-trees. It

breeds from February to April, constructing a shallow cup-shaped

nest, sometimes of moss and sometimes of small twigs, in a sapling

or small tree. The eggs, which are generally two in number, are

greenish white marked with brown, and measure about 1-14

by -77.

Genus MELANOCHLORA, Lesson, 1839.

In Melanochlora the sexes are of different colours, and the

nostrUs are not entirely concealed by stiff bristles, consequently this

generic type appears to me to be removed from the Parinos and to

belong to the lAotriehinm.

In this genus the bill is strong but short ; the tip is entire, the

nostrils round and partially concealed by the soft frontal plumes.

The crest is very long and pointed. The wing is comparatively

long and sharp. The tail is shorter than the wing, and the

feathers are graduated. The tarsus is strong and equal in length

to the middle toe with claw.

Only one species is known.

255. Melanochlora sultanea. The Sultan-bird.

Parus siiltaneus, Sodgs. Ind. Rev. 1836, p. S\ ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 369 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 6.

Parus flavocristatus, Lafresn. Mag. Zool. 1837, pi. 80 ; Blyth, Cat.

p. loa.

Melanochlora sultanea (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 282 ; Oodw.-Aust.

TOL. I. K
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J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 109 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 143 ; Hume Sr

Dav. S. F. vi, p. 378 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 632

;

Hume, Cat. no. 050 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 324; Bingham, S. F. ix,

p. 190: Oatef, S. F. x, p. 228; id. B. B. i, p. 129 ; Bume, S. F.

xi, p. 256.

The Sultan Yellow-Tit, Jerd. ; Bon tylia^jho, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. The forehead and crown with the crest

brilliant yellow ; the whole upper plumage, sides of the head and

neck, chin, throat, and breast deep black, the edges of the feathers

of the upper plumage with a metallic lustre, and the outermost

tail-feathers tipped with white ; lower plumage from the breast

downwards deep yellow, the thighs barred or mottled with

white.

Female. The yellow parts duller ; the upper plumage and sides

Fig. 73.—Head of M. sultanea.

of the head dark greenish brown ; the ehin and throat yellowish

brown ; wings and tail dull black ; the feathers of the upper plurange

edged with metallic green.

The young resemble the female, but in the youngest stage the

bright edges to the plumage of the upper parts are absent, and
the greater wing-coverts are tipped with white.

Bill black ; mouth dark fleshy ; eyelids plumbeous ; iris dark
brown ; legs plumbeous ; claws dark horn.

Length about 8; tail 3-8; wing 4-4; tarsus -95; bill from
gape "TS.

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Nepal to
the head of the Assam valley ; the Khdsi hills ; Cachar ; Manipur

;

the Kakhyen hills east of Bhamo ; Arrakan; the Pegu hills; Ka-
rennee ; Tenasserim. This species does not appear to be found
above 4000 feet of elevation. It extends down the Malay peninsula.

Habits, ^c. Frequents the larger trees in small flocks.
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Genus HILAEOCICHLA, n. gen.

I propose to separate the following species from the members
of the genus Pteruthius on account of its much longer tail, which
is quite equal in length to the wing, and the greater graduation of

the tail-feathers, the outer falling short of the middle feathers

by a third of the total length of the tail. In all other respects

Uilarockhla agrees with Pterutldus.

256. Hilarocichla rufiventris. The Eufous-bellied Shrike-Tit.

Pteruthius ruflventer, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 183 (1843), xii,

p. 954; id. Cat. p. 98; Horsf. <§• M. Cat. i, p. 173; Jerd. B. 1. ii,

p. 246 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 199 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 610; id. & J", xi, p. 244.

Ptererythrius ruflventer, Bl., Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 115.

Ooloration. Male. The forehead, crown, nape, hind neck,

and sides of the head black ; upper plumage chestnut ; tail black

tipped with chestnut ; wings black, the secondaries tipped chest-

nut, a few of the primaries margined with grey below the emargi-

nations ; chin, throat, and upper breast ashy, divided from the

black of the head by a white line ; a patch of golden yellow on
each side of the breast ; remainder of lower plumage soft vinous

brown, paler on the abdomen and under tail-coverts ; under wing-

coverts pale vinous ; edge of wing white.

Female. Forehead grey tipped with black ; crown and nape

black ; sides of head grey, with a black patch at the end of the

ear-coverts ; back, scapulars, and upper part of rump bright

green, irregularly barred with black; lower rump and upper tail-

coverts chestnut; central tail-feathers green with black shafts,

black subterminal bar, and white tips ; the others black, with a

portion of the outer webs green and all tipped with chestnut

;

smaller wing-coverts black, broadly tipped green; greater wing-

coverts black on the inner and green on the outer webs ; winglet

and primary-coverts black ; quills black, the earlier primaries edged

with hoary' grey, all the other quills with green, the tertiaries

having the entire outer webs green ; chin, throat, and breast grey

;

lower plumage dark vinous brown, with a yellowish patch on each

side the breast.

The young resemble the female, and the male acquires the adult

plumage in the November of the first year.

In the dry state the bill is black, bluish on the lower mandible

;

legs fleshy brown.

Length about 8; tail 3-3; wing 3-4; tarsus 1-2; bill from

gape '2.

Bistrihulion. Nepal ; Sikhim ; the Ndga hills. This is probably i

bird of high elevations, but nothing whatever is on record about its

habits.

e2
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Genus MESIA, Hodgs., 1838,

The genu8 Mesia contains two species, one of which is found
within our limits. The coloration of the birds of this genus is very-

pretty.

In Mesia the bill is stout, about half the length of the head,

slightly notched near the tip, and with the culmen curved ; the

nostrils are covered by a peculiarly shaped membrane, and the

rictal bristles are strong. The head is subcrested ; the wing
rounded ; the tail very slightly graduated, and the foot strong.

257. Mesia argentauris. The Silver-eared Mesia.

Mesia argentauris, Hodgs. Ind. JRev. 1838, p. 88 • Hume, N. Sf E.

p. 392 ; id. Cat. no, 615; Scutty, S. F. viii, p. 318; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 642 ; Oates, B. B. i,p. 143 ; Hume, S. F. id, p. 247

;

Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 160.

Leiothrix argentauris (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf, Sf M. Cat.

i, p. 365 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 251 ; Gpdw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 109 ; xlv,pt. ii, p. 81 ; Bl. Birds Burm.-p. 109; Wardlaw
Ramsay, lbis,\S77,^. mi:; Anders. Yunnan Ezyed., A oes, p. 630;
Hume §• Dav. S. F. vi, p. 370.

The Silver-eared Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Dang-rapchil-pho, Lepch.

Fig. 74.—Head of M. argentauris.

Coloration. Male. Forehead golden yellow ; crown, nape, lores,

cheeks, produced as a stripe under the ear-coverts, black; ear-
coverts silvery white ; upper back and sides of the neck fulvous
yellow ; lower back, scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts slaty,

some of the outermost of the latter edged with green; rump
slaty green ; upper tail-coverts crimson ; tail blackish brown, the
three outer pairs of feathers edged with yellowish ; wings brown,
the first two primaries edged with yellow, the other quills with
crimson at the base and yellow elsewhere ; chin and throat deep
orange-yellow ; lower plumage olive-yellow, brighter on the breast
and abdomen, the former of which is obsoletely streaked darker

;

under taU-coverts crimson.

Female. Differs in having both the upper and the lower tail-
coverts orange-bufE.

The young have the crown yellowish at first.

Bill ochre-yellow, slightly greenish at the base ; iris dai-k or
reddish brown ; feet yellow-fleshy ; claws buff-horny {Smlly).
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Length about 7 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -75.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to the Daphla hills

in Assam ; the Khasi and Ndga hills ; Manipur ; the Kakhyen hills

east of Bhamo ; the Karen hills east of Toungngoo ; Karennee

;

the slopes of Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. The range of

this bird extends to the mountains of Perak.
Habits, dfe. This species is found from 3000 to about 7000 feet

of elevation. It breeds from March to June, constructing a cup-
shaped nest of moss or of grass, with creeper-stems intermingled,
in shrubs and small trees. The eggs resemble those of Liothrioo

lutea very closely, and measure '86 by •62.

Genus MINLA, Hodgs., 1838.

The genus Minla, as I restrict it, contains one Indian bird of

pleasing plumage, found on the Himalayas and on some of the hill-

ranges of Assam.
In Minla the bill is very similar in shape to that of Cutia, but

very much smaller. The head is subcrested, the wing rounded,

and the tail, which is as long as the wing, slightly graduated.

258. Minla igneitincta. The Red-tailed Minla.

Minla ignotincta, Hodgs. Ind. Hev. 1838, p. 33 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 264

;

Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 45 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii,

pt. ii, p. 169 ; Hume, N. 8f E. p. S93 ; id. Cat. no. 618 ; Scully, S. F.

viii, p. 319; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 606; Oates in Hwme\
N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 161.

Leiothrix ignitincta (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 99 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 366.

The Bed-tailed Hill-Tit, Jerd. ; Minla, Nepal; Megblim ayene, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, nape, and the middle

of the upper back black ; a very broad and distinct supercilium

from the forehead to the end of the black point on the back,

blending more or less with the supercilium on the other side of the

crown, white ; lores, ear-coverts, and a band extending nearly to

the end of the white supercilium, black ; back, rump, and scapulars

deep vinaceous ; upper tail-coverts black ; tail black, tipped and

edged on the outer webs with crimson, the two middle feathers

with a white streak at the base of the inner webs, the outer feathers

suffused with red on the inner webs ; vsdng-coverts and tertiaries

black, edged with white, the latter also broadly tipped white;

primaries and secondaries black, edged with crimson on the greater

part of the outer webs, the earlier primaries margined with white

near the tips, the later secondaries tipped with white; chin

yellowish white ; entire lower plumage yellow, sparingly and

narrowly streaked with brown.

Female. Differs from the male in having the back, rump,
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scapulars, and upper tail-ooverts uniform vinaceous brown ; the

crimson on the wing is replaced by pinkish white and on the tail

by pale red.

The young bird of both sexes is probably like the female till the

first autumn moult.

Legs and feet grey-brown to greenish leaden, with a wax-yellow

tinge on toes (sometimes extending to the tarsi), more decided in

males than in females ; soles wax-yellow ; upper mandible and tip

of lower blackish brown ; rest of lower mandible horny-grey or

bluish-greenish horny ; iris greyish or brownish white {Hume).
Length about 5-5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2'5 ; tarsus Sb ; bUl from

gape '6.

Distribution. Nepal: Sikhim ; Bhutan ; the Ndga hills j Manipur.
Found up to about 9000 feet.

Habits, 4'c. Breeds, according to Hodgson, in Nepal in May and
June, constructing a cup-shaped nest of moss in a bushy tree.

The eggs are said to be blue, speckled with brownish red.

Genus LEPTOP(ECILE, Severtzow, 1873.

The genus Leptopoecile contains one lovely species, which is an
inhabitant of Turkestan and has lately been added to the Indian
list.

In Leptopoecile the plumage is very soft and copious. The bill

is very slender, straight, sharp-pointed, and entire. The nostrils

are covered by a membrane and by some frontal hairs ; the rictal

Fig. 75.—Head of L. sophiee.

bristles are sti-ong. The head is subcrested, the wings rounded,
the tail well-graduated, and the tarsi long. This genus has, in my
opinion, no connexion with the Parinae and its position seems to be
in the Liotrichinm.

259. Leptopoecile sophiss. StoUczka's Warbler-Tit.

Leptopoecile sophiae, <S(S«ej'te. Turk. Jevotn.-p-a.Q6,lSS,Tal. viii, Res 8 9
(1873) ; Seully, S. F. iv, p. 153 ; Bidd^pl, Ibis, 1881, p. 37 f 1882,
p. 280 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 567 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 86.

Stoliczkana stoliczksB, Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 513 (1874).

Coloration. Male. Forehead and a broad supercilium dull
yellowish white ; lores dark brown ; crown chestnut, the tips of
the feathers more or less suffused with cobalt-blue ; sides of the
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head and neck and the whole lower plumage rich lilac, overlaid

with cobalt-blue ; the centre of the abdomen light buff ; back and
wing-coverts dull bluish grej ; wings brown, the quills edged with
the colour of the back ; rump brilliant cobalt-blue ; upper tail-

coverts dull blue ; tail dark brown suffused with bluish, and the

three outer pairs of tail-feathers margined with white.

Female. The upper plumage, wings, and tail similar to the

male, but the rump paler ; lower plumage dull vinaceous, with the
sides of the body washed with lilac and blue.

The young bird appears to be unknown, but it probably resembles

the female.

Iris bright red ; bill black ; legs and feet horny blackish-brown
(Stoliczka).

Length 4'5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2 ; tarsus "7 ; bill froni gape "37.

Distribution. Grilgit ; Leh j Nobra valley, Ladak. This species is

found throughout Turkestan. It appears to occur at elevations

ranging from 5000 to 13,000 feet, according to season, and to be

a permanent resident in Kashmir.
Habits, Sfo. This bird seems to have the ordinary habits of the Tits.

Genus CEPHALOPYRUS, Bonap., 1854.

The genus Cephalopyrus is very closely allied to the last and it

is not necessary to figure the head.

The only Indian species of this genus is a partial migrant, visiting

the plains in the winter and returning to the hills in the spring.

Its wing is adapted for migration, being very poiuted with the

first primary minute. The tail is short and square.

It appears probable that this bird has a partial spring moult,

confined to the feathers of the head, but the specimens at my dis-

posal are not quite sufiicient to prove the fact.

260. Cephalopyms flammiceps. The Fire-cap.

^githalus flammiceps, Burton, P. Z. 8. 1835, p. 15.3 ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 105 ; Oadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 69.

Dicaeum sanguinifrons, A. Hay, J.A S. B. xv, p. 44 (1846).

Cephalopyrus flammiceps (Burton), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 267 ; Stoliczka,

J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 52 ; Cock Sr Marshall, S. F. i, p. .356
;

Hume, N.^K-p. 401 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 220 ; Hume, Cat. no. 633

;

Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 71 ; 1882, p. 280 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E.

2nd ed. i, p. 161.

The Flame-fronted Flower-pecher, Jerd.

Oolotation. Male. The lores, forehead, and the anterior half

of the crown flaming orange-red ; the remainder of the upper

plumage olive-yellow, brighter on the rump ; the upper tail-coverts

with dark shafts ; wing:-coverts, wings, and tail dark brown, edged

with duU yellowish ; sides of the head, throat, and breast golden
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yellow, the chin suffused with bright red ; remainder of the lower

plumage dull yellow.

Female. Eesembles the male, but has no red whatever on the

head and chin, and the yellow parts are duller and tinged with

green.

The young resemble the female, and the males assume the adult

plumage in the spring of their first year.

Bill plumbeous ; legs leaden-brown (Jerdon) ; irfe dark brown
(Hume Coll.).

Length about 4 ; tail 1'3 ; wing 2-4; tarsus -5 ; bill from gape 35.

Distribution. The whole of the Himalayas from Gilgit and Murree
to Bhutan, where this species is found from 3000 to 9000 feet. In
the winter it descends to the plains, and I have examined specimens

obtained at that season at Cawnpore, Etawah, Aligarh, Eaipur,

Ntlgpur, and Saugor. It extends into Afghanistan.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds at Murree in April and May, constructing its

nest, which is made of fine grass, in a hole in a tree or stump at

no great height from the ground. The eggs are not known.

Genus PSAROGLOSSA, Hodgs., 1844.

The genus Psaroglossa contains one bird which has been univer-

sally considered a Starling, but in my opinion erroneously so.

Neither its structure, its habits, nor the colour of its eggs show
any affinities with the SturnidcB.

In Psaroglossa the sexes are differently coloured and the rictnl

bristles are well developed. In the Starlings the sexes are always
alike and the rictal bristles are absolutely wanting. I think there-

fore that it is preferable to disassociate this genus from the Starlings

and place it in the present family. The young, moreover, appear

Pig. 76.—Head ofP. spiloptera.

to resemble the adult female very closely, and not to be streaked as
is the case with the majority of the Starlings.

In Psaroglossa the bill is slender and curved and the nostrils
small and circular ; the rictal bristles are strong. The feathers of
the crown are short and pointed. The wing is long and pointed
and the first primary is minute. The tail is short and square.
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261. Psaroglossa spiloptera. The Spotted-wing.

Lamprotornis spilopterus, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 35; Oould, Cenf.

pi. 34.

Saroglossa spiloptera ( Vig.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 545 ; Jerd. B. I.

ii, p. 336; Hume, N. §• E. p. 434 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii,

pt. ii, p. 170 ; Wald. in BlytKs Birds Burm. p. 91 ; Brooks, S. F.
iii, p. 254 ; Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 334 ; Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 394 ; Wardlaw 'Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 461 ; Hum£, Cat. no.

691 ; id. S. F. ix, p. 256, xi, p. 268 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 394.

Psaroglossa spiloptera ( Vig.), Blyth, Cat. p. 109 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.
'

xiii, p. 117 ; Oates in Hum^s N. l^ E. 2nded. i, p. 161.

The Spotted-wing Stare, Jerd. ; Puli at Mussoorie.

Coloration. Male. The upper plumage from the forehead to the

upper back grey, each feather edged with black ; back and scapu-

lars grey, each feather edged with brown ; rump plain brown

;

upper tail-corerts rufous-brown ; tail brown tinged with rufous ;

lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts black ; chin and throat deep chestnut-

maroon ; the whole lower plumage rufous, paler and whiter on the

middle of the abdomen, and all the feathers narrowly edged with

whitish
;
primaries, secondaries, and primary-coverts black edged

with metalHc blue, and all the primaries with a white patch at their

bases; wing-coverts dark brown edged with grey; tertiaries light

brown j under wing-coverts and axillaries white.

Fem,ale. The whole upper plumage brown with greyish centres

to the feathers, most conspicuous on the head and back and nearly

obsolete on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; lesser and median
wing-coverts brown, with a subterminal grey band ; greater coverts

brown, broadly edged with grey; primaries and secondaries

blackish with glossy margins, the bases of the former whitish

;

tertiaries likfe the back ; tail dark brown ; sides of the head uniform
dark brown ; lower plumage brown, with broad whitish margins to

the feathers and the whole suffused with a pale tinge of fulvous
;

lower part of abdomen and the under tail-coverts nearly pure

white.

The young appear to resemble the feijiale.

Irides dull white ; bill dusky black, reddish black at base of lower

mandible ; upper and lower mandibles margined with pale yellow

;

legs, feet, and claws black (An'.istronc/).

Length 7'5 ; tail 2-5 ; wing 4-2 ; tarsus '85
; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The Himala3'as from Dharmsala to the' head of the

Assam valley and also, but more rarely, the plains of Upper India

;

the Khasi and Giro hills ; Cachar ; Manipur ; the Karen hills east

of Tounghgoo; the southern part of Pegu near the Eangoon
river ; doubtfully Tenasserim.

This bird appears to be found up to 6000 feet. It also, as before

noted, occurs in the plains, Mr. A. Anderson having killed one at

Patehgarh on the 2nd June.
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Habits, Sfc. Captain Hutton remarks that the flight of P. spilo-

ptera is similar to that of a Snarling. It delights to take a short

and rapid flight and return twittering to perch on the summit of

the forest trees. He never observed it on the ground, and its food

appears to consist of berries.

This species breeds in the holes of trees, laying its eggs on a few
bifs of leaves. The eggs are pale greenish speckled with red and
purple, and they measure about 1*0S by "Tl.

Genus HYPOCOLIUS, Bonap., 1850.

The position of the present genus is somewhat uncertain owing
to want of information regarding the plumage of the nestling.

Mr. W. D. Gumming, who brought up some young birds at Fao
from the nest, unfortunately omits to state whether they resemble

the adults or not, and I have been unable to examine any but

apparently adult birds myself. These, however, are all in the

same plumage, sex for sex, and therefore it seems probable that

the young are neither spotted, streaked, nor barred, otherwise some
traces of these marks would be' retained by some of the birds I

have examined.

Sharpe speaks of the summer and winter plumage of this bird,

but I have not been able to discover that the plumage varies

according to season.

Bypocolius is said to be migratory, but I think this statement

requires confirmation. It is true that it makes its appearance on
the shores of the Persian G-ulf about the 10th of April, but it must
be remembered that Blanford procured the bird in Sind on the 6th
March. It probably moves about the country without being

actually a migrant in the ordinary sense of the term.

In Hypocoliiis the bill is stout and broad at the base and about
half the length of the head ; the nostrils are small exposed ovals ;

the rictal bristles are weak, but always clearly visible. The wing
is short but pointed, the first primary being minute and the second
reaching to the tip of the wing. The tail is long and slightly

graduated. The tarsus is very short and stout, coarsely scutellated,

and shorter than the middle toe and claw.

262. Hypocolius ampelinus. The Grey Hypocolius.

Hypocolius ampelinus, Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 3.36 (1850) ; Heugl.
J6is, 1868, p. 181, pi. V I Bkmf. Ibis, 1875, p. 388 ; Sclater, P. Z. S.

1876, p. 633 ; Blanf. S. F. iii, p. 358 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 416,
V, p. 349 ; Sharpe, Cat.B. M. iii, p. 316 ; Hume, Cat. no. 269 quat.

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 149 ; Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, pp. 477, 494

;

Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 162 note.

Ceblepyris isabellina, Hevgl. Syst. Uebers., Siizungsb. k.-k. Acad
Wien, xix, p. 284 (1850).
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Coloration. Male. The featliers immediately near the nostrils,

the lores, ear-coverts, the feathers above and below the eye, and
a band carried round the nape black ; forehead, crown, cheeks,

chin, throat, the middle of the abdomen, vent, thighs, and under
tail-coverhs pinkish cream-colour ; remainder of the body-plumage,

wing-coverts, and tertiaries drab-grey ; winglet and primary-coverts

blackish shaded with ashy, and partially margined with grey
;
pri-

maries black, with broad white tips shaded with grey on the first

two or three ; secondaries black, broadly edged and tipped with

ashy, the black diminishing in amount on the later quills, and occu-

pying only a portion of the inner web ; tail drab-grey, broadly

tipped with black.

Kg. 77.—Head of H, ampelinus.

Female. The upper plumage and the whole wing greyish isabel-

line, the quills shaded with brown interiorly, and edged and
tipped with light grey ; the tail is merely brown towards the end

and tipped paler ; the lower plumage pinkish cream-colour, sufEused

with drab-grey across the breast. There is no black whatever on
the head.

The bill of a male killed in April is black ; in one killed in June
the basal half is horn-colour, and the terminal half black ; legs

yellow. The female has the bill dark brown.

Length about 9'5 ; tail 4-6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus -9
; bill from gape '9.

Distribution. A specimen was killed in March by Blanford's

collector amongst the lower hills on the eastern flanks of the

great Khirthar range dividing Sind from Khelat. Another speci-

men was procured at Nal in Khelat. This appears to be a common
bird on the shores of the Persian Gulf, especially at Pao and

Bushire, where it is recorded as arriving about the 10th April. It

also occurs in Persia, and it was first discovered in North-east

Africa.

Habits, S^e. This bird is found about the date-gardens of Pao and

other places in the Persian Grulf, but Blanford procured it on the

bare hill-sides of a stony range of hills. At Pao it breeds in June

and July, constructing a cup-shaped nest lined with grass, wool, or

hair, on a leaf of a date-palm at no great height from the ground.

The eggs, four in number, are dull white, spotted with grey, and

measure about '86 by '63.



25-2 CEATBROPODID/E.

Fig. 78.

—

Mol/pastes leucoiis.

Subfamily BRACHYPODINiE.

The Brachypodince or Bulbuls form a numerous and fairly well-

defined group of birds, which attain their greatest development in

Southern Asia. They are also, however, well represented in Africa.

In the Bulbuls the sexes are invariably alike in colour, and the

young closely resemble the adult, the brighter colours being replaced

for the first few weelis by paler tints of the same. All species

are non-migratory. The eggs of all about the nidification of w hich
anything is known are marked with various shades of red and
purple.

The main feature of the Bulbuls is their short tarsus, which is

never longer than the middle toe and claw together. This cha-
racter is possessed by other birds in a few instances, but the Bul-
buls may be further recognized by the presence of some hairs

springing from the nape. These hairs are frequently very long,
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sometimes short and incoaspicuous, but never, I think, entirely

absent.

Many of the Bulbuls are familiar birds, frequenting gardens,

and having pretty notes.

Kg. 79.—Foot of Hypsipetes concolor.

Key to the Genera.

a. Hairs springing from hind neck numerous
and as long as tarsus or longer.

a'. Crest long and pointed Obiniger, p. 254.

b'. Crest absent or obsolete.

a". Long hairs springing from the back . . Teicholbstes, p. 2-37.

5". No hairs springing from the back .... Alophoixus,, p. 259.

6. Hairs springing from hind neck few and short,

or obsolete,

c'. Feathers at sides of crown and over ear-

coverts similar in shape to those on
crown.

c". A,distinct crest.

".'". Nostrils not covered by plumelets.

a*. Wing pointed ; secondaries falling

short of tip of wing by length of

tarsus or more.
a?. Tail forked ; the outer feathers

curved outvrards Hypsipetbs, p. 2-39.

¥. Tail square or rounded ; the

outer feathers straight.

a'. Longest crest-feathers shorter

than tarsus and pointed .... Hemixus, p. 26-3.

J°. Longest crest-feathers longer

than tarsus and blunt Alcueds, p. 263.

6'. Wing blunt; the secondaries falling

short of tip of wing by much leis

than length of tarsus.

c'. Crest thick, springing from
every portion of crown and
nape.

c". Tail very slightly rounded
;

the outer feather falling short

of tip of tail by a shorter

distance than length of hind

toe MoLPASTES, p. 267.
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d'. Tail generally rounded ; the

outer feather falling short

of tip of tail by about length

of tarsus Xanthixus, p. 274.

d'. Crest confined to middle of

crown only; feathers of nape
quite short.

e". Shafts of the feathers of the

back soft Otocompsa,' p. 275.

/'. Shafts of the feathers of the

back rigid and spinous . . . Pinabociohla, p. 279.

I'". Nostrils nearly concealed by plume-
lets . ._ Spizrxus, p. 280.

d". Crest inconspicuous or absent.

e'". Upper tail-coverts not reaching to

the middle of the tail,

c'. Feathers of the forehead and crown
very short and stiff TEACHYCOMtrs, p. 281.

d^. Feathersofthe forehead and crown
slightly lengthened and soft.

e". Bill larger, about three quarters

length of head; culmen laterally

compressed and sharply cari-

nated Idle, p. 282.

/'. Bill smaller, about half length

ofhead ; culmen not much com-
pressed nor sharply carinated . Pycnonotus, p. 285.

d!". Upper tail-coverts reaching nearly

to tip of tail MiCHOPTJS, p. 294.

d'. Feathers at sides of crown and over ear-

coverts long and pointed, contrasting

with the rounded feathers of the crown . Ke-laaetia, p. 296.

Genus CEINIGER, Temm., 1820.

The genus Criniger may be known from all the other Bulbuls by
the presence of a long pointed crest and numerous very long hairs

springing from the nape or hind neck. The tail of all the Indian
species is, moreover, rufous, a character shared but by few other

Bulbuls.

Fig. 80.—Head of C.flaveohis.

In Oriniger the bill is strong, and about half the length of the
head; the rictal brisHes are well-developed, and the culmen is
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evenly curved throughout. The wing is blunt ; the tail distinctly

rounded, and the tarsus strong but short. The plumage is very
soft.

The birds of this genus are sociable, being generally found to-

gether in companies of six to a dozen. They are eminently forest-

birds, frequenting trees, and not approaching gardens or clearings.

They are remarkably noisy, their notes being very harsh and fre-

quently uttered. Their food consists of fruit and berries, varied
with insects.

Key to the Species.

a. Lower plumage yellow.
a'. Chin and upper throat white; crest

greenish yellow C.fiaveolus, p. 265.
v. Chin, throat, and upper breast white;

crest greyish C. hurmanicus, p. 256.
h. Lower plumage ochraceous.

c'. Chin and throat white; crest rufescent
olive-brown C. giMuralis, p. 256.

d. Chin, throat, and upper breast white;
crest grey C. griseiceps, p.>257.

263. Criniger flaveolus. The White-throated Bulhul.

Triehophorus flaveolus, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 6.

Criniger flaveolus (Oould), Blyth, Cat. p. 208; Horsf. § M. Cat. i,

p. 262 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 83 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 106 ; xIt, pt. ii, p. 79 ; Hume, Cat,, no. 451 ; Saully, S. F. viii,

p. 295 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 77 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 178

;

Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 162.

Kussop-eechiop-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Head and crest oHve-brown, each feather edged with

olive-green ; back, rump, and lesser wing-coverts olive-green

tinged with rufous ; tail rufous-brown ; lores and cheeks grey

;

ear-coverts darker grey ; chin and upper throat white ; the remain-

ing lower plumage and- under wing-coverts bright yellow; wings
dark brown, the outer webs rufespent brown.

Bill greyish-hlue-homy ; gape whitish fleshy ; iris red-brown

;

feet livid fleshy (Seully).

Length about 9 ; tail 3-5 ; wing 3-8 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from
gape '9.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Tfepal to the head of the

Assam valley ; the Ndga, Garo, and Khsisi hills ; Sylhet ; Cachar
;

Manipur ; Tipperah. This spfeeies is found at low elevations, and
seldom above 5000 feet.

Habits, 4'c. Breeds in Sikhim in July and August, constructing a

shallow nest of dead leaves bound together by fine roots in small

trees not more than 10 feet from the ground. The eggs, generally

two in number, are pink marked with hair-lines, blotches, and
spots of brownish maroon or brickdust-red. They measure about

1 by 7.
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264. Criniger burmanicus. The Burmese Whiter-throated

BuTbul.

Criniger flaveolus, apvd Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 134.
Criniger griseiceps, Hvme, apud Wald. in Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 134

;

Hume, S. f. ii, p. 476 ; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 300 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 451 bis (part.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 77 (part.) ; Bingham,
S. F. ix, p. 182 ; bates, B. B. i, p. 183 (part.) ; Satvadori, Ann.
Mus. av. Gen. (2) v. p. 596.

Coloration. Eesembles C flaveolus. Differs in having the upper
part of the b east white like the throat, and the crovpn and crest

greyish brown, with the longer feathers of the latter (in good
specimens) tipped olive-green.

Bill plumbeous white ; iris brown ; legs and feet fleshy brown
(Bingham).
Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 4-2

; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape I'l.

This species, which Las long been confounded with C. griseiceps,

is very distinct from it, and resembles the Himalayan bird, of
which many naturalists may only consider it a race.

Distribution. Toungngoo ; the Karen hills ; Karennee ; Tenas-
serim, as far south as Meetan at the base of Muleyit mountain,
and throughout the Thoungyeen valley. It is doubtful whether it

is this Species or C flaveolus which occurs in Arrakan, as recorded
by Blyth.

265. Criniger gutturalis. The Malayan White-throated

Bulbul.

Trichophorus gutturalis, S. Mull., Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 262 (1850).
Criniger ochraceus, Moore in Horsf. S^ M. Cat. i, p. 252 (1854) ;

Blyth 8r Wald. Birds Burm. p. 134; Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi,

pp. 301, 516.

Criniger gutturalis (S. Miill.), Hume, Cat. no. 451 ter; Bingham,
S. F. ix, p. 182 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 80 ; Oates, B. B. i.

p. 185.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage olive-brown with an ochra-

ceous tinge, rufescent on the head, crest, and upper tail-coverts ; tail

rufous-brown, tipped with a lighter shade of the same ; wings
brown, the outer webs rufescent ; lores and a ring round the eye
greyish ; ear-coverts brown with pale shafts ; chin and throat

white ; lower plumage fulvous-brown or ochraceous yellowish on
the middle of the abdomen, and becoming buS on the under tail-

coverts.

Legs and feet light pinkish brown; upper mandible dark horny
brown ; lower mandible plumbeous ; iris wood-brown (Hume d-

Davison).

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wing 4 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape 1

.

Specimens from the southern part of the Malay peninsula Lave
the tail shorter, but do not otherwise differ from Teiiasserim birds.
In Borneo and Sumatra the birds have a much larger bill but
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correspond with Tenasserim birds in other respects. In Sumatra, in

addition to the present, there occurs another species or race,

recognizable by its deep greyish-brown head. It has been named
C. siimatranus by Wardlaw Eamsay. The Chinese bird was named
0. pallidus by Swinhoe ; but I cannot discover that it differs in

any respect from G. guttwalis.

Distribution. This species appears to be abundant in Tenasserim
from its southern extremity up to the neighbourhood of Tavoy, and
Bingham records the occurrence of a specimen at Moulmein. It

extends down the Malay peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo.

266. Criniger griseiceps. Hume's White-throated Bulbul.

Criniger griseiceps, Hume, S. F. i, p. 478 (1873), iii, p. 124 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 451 bis (part.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 77 (part.) ; Gates,

S. F. X, p. 209 ; id. B. B. i, p. 183 (part.).

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts pale grey ; chin, throat,

and upper breast white ; lower plumage ochraceous, tending to

buff on the under tail-coverts ; head, crest, and nape grey ; upper
plumage with the smaller wing-coverts yellowish green ; upper tail-

corerts and tail rufescent; wings and greater coverts dark brown,

the outer webs rufescent ; in birds the plumage of which is much
worn the colours are more dull.

Bill bluish, darker on the anterior half of the culmen and the tip
;

eyehds plumbeous ; iris reddish brown ; inside of mouth bluish

fleshy ; legs pinkish brown ; claws pale horn.

Length nearly 9 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from

This species is allied to O. gutturalis, from which it differs in

having the upper part of the breast white and the head and crest

grey.

Distribution. The eastern slopes of the Pegu hiUs from the lati-

tude of Thayetmyo to that of Rangoon. The range of the present

species probably extends north of these limits.

Genus TEIOHOLESTES, Salvadori, 1874.

The genus Tricholestes is remarkable for the numerous long hairs

which spring from the back. These hairs lie close to the feathers,

and are not distinctly visible till lifted up.

In Tricholestes the bill is very strong for the size of the bird.

The culmen is straight for half its length, and the tip of the upper

mandible is strongly hooked and notched j the frontal and rictal

bristles are long. The head is not crested. The wing is blunt,

the tail slightly rounded, and the feet are exceedingly small and

TOL. I.
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267. Tricholestes criniger. Hie Hairy-haclced Bulbul.

Brachypodiiis (?) criniger, A. Hay, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 577

(1845).

Setorais (?) criniger {A. Hay), Blyth, Cat. p. 212.

Trichophoi'us minutus, Hartl. Journ.f. Orn. 1853, p. 156.

Tricholestes criniger (Hay\ Hume ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 304 ;
Tweedd.

Ibis, 1877, p. 306; Hume, Cat. no. 451 sex ; Shawe, Cat. B. M.
vi, p. 89 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 186.

Fig. 81.—^Head and^back of T. criniger.

Coloration. Torehead and crown olive-brown ; hind neck, back,

and rump dull olive-green ; wing-coverts browner ; quills brown,

the tertiaries and the outer webs of the others rufescent; tail

rufescent, the outer webs edged with greenish and the outer

feathers tipped whitish ; lores yellow ; sides of the head yellow,

the tips of the feathers dusky ; chin and throat whitish ; lower

plumage yellow, the breast and sides of the body washed with

ashy ; under tail- and wing-ooverts yellow.

Legs and feet pale bluish or pinkish brown or salmon-fleshy

;

claws pale plumbeous blue ; lower mandible and edge of the upper
pale plumbeous ; ridge of culmen and tip of the upper mandible

black ; rest of upper mandible dark plumbeous, sometimes horny-
brown ; iris pale umber or snuffy brown to dark brown (Hume Sf

Davison).

Length nearly 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3'1 ; tarsus -6 ; bill from gape -8.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim. The range
extends down the Malay peninsula to the islands of Sumatra, Java,
and Borneo.

Habits, Sfc. This bird frequents brushwood in small parties, hunt-
ing the branches and leaves for insects, which appear to be its

principal food. Davison remarks that this Bulbul is very tame
and easily approached, but that its plumage is always in bad con-
dition, rendering the preparation of a good specimen a matter of
difficulty.
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Genus ALOPHOIXUS, n. gen.

The bird for which I propose the above generic designation has

hitherto been placed with Criniger. It differs from that genus in

entirely wanting a crest, a character of sufficient importance, in

my estimation, to warrant its separation from Griniger, in which
genus the crest is remarkably long and conspicuous.

268. Alophoixus phaeocephalus. The Grestless White-throated

Bulhul.

Ixos pLsBOcephaluB, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1844, p. 401.

Orinigev gularis (Horsf.), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 208.

Oriniger cantori, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 279 ; JSorsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

Criniger phseocephalus (Hartl.'), Wald. Ibis, 1871, p. 169, pi. vi,

fig. 2 ; Hume ^ Dai\ 8. F. vi, p. 302 ; Hume, Cat. no. 451 quat.

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 74 ; Oates, B. S. i, p. 183.

Coloration. Crown of head and the nape blackish, each feather

edged with bluish grey ; lores whitish ; sides of the head and neck

and a narrow half-collar on the hind neck ashy grey, darker poste-

riorly ; chin and throat white ; remaining lower plumage bright

yellow washed with olive on the sides of the body ; under wing-

coverts yellow ; back, rump, and upper wing-coverts olive-green,

the lateral feathers of the rump washed with yeUow at the tips

;

upper tail-coverts and tail rufous-brown ; wings dark brown, the

outer webs rufescent.

The legs, feet, and claws vary from fleshy white (sometimes with

a pinkish tinge) to fleshy yellow ; the upper mandible from dark

plumbeous to dark homy-brown ; lower mandible and edges of

upper mandible pale plumbeous ; irides snuff-brown, burnt sienna-

brown, or reddish brown {Hume Sf Davison').

Length rather more than 8 ; tail 3-5 ; wing 3-6; tarsus -8
; bill

from gape 1.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, where this

Bulbul appears to be common. It extends down the Malay penin-

sula to Sumatra and Borneo.

Habits, 6fe. Davison remarks that he has always found this bird

in pairs or singly in thick forest and thin jungle, but never in clear-

ings or gardens. Its note differs much from that of the other

Bulbuls, but is of the same character.

Genus HYPSTPETES, Vigors, 1831.

The genus Hypsipetes contains three Indian Bulbuls, which are

characterized by grey or dark-brown plumage, red bills, and forked

tails. The bill is slender, and about as long as the head, which is

furnished with a crest of pointed feathers. The rictal bristles are

very short, not exceeding a third of the length of the culmen. The
s 2
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wing is sharp, the secondaries falling short of the tip by a con-

siderable distance. The tail is distinctly forked, and the outer

feathers curved outwards. The tarsus is smooth and very short

(see fig. 79, p. 253), being between a sixth and a seventh of

the length of the wing. The three Indian species are closely

allied, but they are easily recognizable, and they have, moreover,

distinct areas of distribution.

Key to the Species.

a. A distinct black cheek-stripe contrasting with

the throat S. psaroides, p. 260.

6. No cheek-stripe.

a'. A black patch imder the ear-coverts H: concolor, p. 261.

b'. No black patch under the ear-coverts S. ganeeaa, p. 262.

Fig. 82.—Tail of H. psaroides.

269. Hypsipetes psaroides. The Himalayan Blade Bwlbul.

Hypsipetes psaroides, Viffors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 43 ; Gould, Cent.

pi. 10; Blyth, Cat. p. 206; Jfforsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 254; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 77; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 3&; Hume,
N. ^ E. p. 278 ; Cock 4- Marsh. S. F. i, p. 365 ; Hum^ ^ Henders.

Lah. to York. p. 108; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,p.29e; Hume, Cat.

no. 444 ; ScuU\j, S. F. viii, p. 293 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 36

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 173 ; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 415

;

Hvane, S. F. xi, p. 176 ; Oates in Humis N. ^ B. 2nd ed. i, p. 164.

Hypsipetes concolor, Blyth, apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. u, p. 106 ; xlv, pt, ii, p. 78.

Ban Bakra, at Mussoorie ; Phakki-pho, Lepch. ; Burkal, Chamba.

Coloration. Crown from the forehead to the nape, the lores, a
spot at the base of the lower mandible, one at the angle of the chin,

and a broad stripe from beneath the eye passing under the ear-

coverts, and meeting a narrower line from the crown passirig be-
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hind the ear-coverts, black ; a spot over the lores grey ; ear-coverts,

chin, throat, breast, and flanks grey ; abdomen and vent whitish,

Fig. 83.—Head of H. psaroides.

the feathers being grey with white margins; under tail-coverts

grey, with broad white margins ; upper plumage and wing-coverts

dark grey ; wings and tail dark brown, the greater part of the ex-

terior edges grey.

Bill and feet bright coral-red ; iris dark brown ; claws homy-
brown {Scully).

Length about 10 ; tail 4-6
; wing 5 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from

gape 1"2.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree to the head of the

Assam valley ; the Khasi hills ; Sylhet; Cachar; Manipur; Arrakan.

This species is found at all elevations up to 9000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from 2000 to 7000 feet, from April to June,

constructing its nest, which is made of grass and leaves bound
together exteriorly by a good deal of cobweb, in the fork of a

branch at a moderate height from the ground. The eggs, usually

four in number, are white or pinkish, marked with various shades

of red and purple, and measure 1-03 by '75.

This bird is social, fearless, very noisy, and chiefly found near

the tops of high trees. It feeds on fruit and the nectar contained

in the larger flowers of such trees as the Ehododendron.

270. Hypsipetes concolor. The Bv/rmese Black Bulbul.

Hypsipetes concolor, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 816 (1849) ; id. Cat.

p. 207 ; Blyth §• Wald. Birds Burm. p. 132 ; Hume ^ Lav. 8. F.

vi, p. 295 ; Hume, Cat. no. 446 bis ; Bingliam, 8. F. ix, p. 181

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 38 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 174 ; 8alvadori,

Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen. (2) v, p. 695.

Hypsipetes yunnanensis, Anders. P. Z. 8. 1871, p. 213 ; id. Yunnan
Fxped., Aves, p. 656jpl. 60.

Hypsipetes suhniger, H^me, 8. F. v, p. 109 (1877).

Coloration. Eesembles H. psaroides. The chin, lores, crown,

hind neck, back, and lesser wing- coverts deep black, the edges of
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the feathers with a metallic gloss ; rump and upper tail-coverts

dark ashy ; quills, tail, and the larger wing-coverts dark brown or

blackish, margined with grey along the greater part of the outer

edges ; whole lower plumage dark grey ; ear-coverts and cheeks

paler ; a patch of black under the ear-coverts ; under tail-coverfcs

dark grey, sometimes distinctly margined with white.

Legs, feet, and bill bright to deep coral-red; iris,dull crimson-

lake {Ewme Sf Davison).

Length about 10"5 ; tail 4-8 ; wing 5 ; tarsus "7 ; bill from

gape 1'25.

Distribution. The hills east of Bhdmo ; Toungngoo, and the Karen
hills east of that town ; the whole of Tenasserim down to about

the latitude of Muleyit mountain. This Bulbul appears to be

found up to about 4000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. According to Davison this bird is found in the hill-

clearings or camping-grounds, flying about from tree to tree in

small flocks.

There are some closely allied species in China. H. perniger is

deep black throughout ; H. nigerrimus is also deep black, but the

edges of the wing-feathers are grey ; H. leucocephalus has the fore-

head and abdomen white; and E. amaurotis has the ear-coverts

chestnut.

271. Hypsipetes ganeesa. The Southern-Indian Black Bulbul.

Hypsipetes ganeesa, /^kes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 86 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 339
ITorsf. 8r M. Cat. i, p. 255; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 78 ; Blyth, lUs, 1865:

p. 42; McMaster, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 211 ; Hume, S. F. iy.

p. 400 ; Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, p. 296 ; Hume, Cat. no. 446 ; Legge.
Birds Ceyl. p. 469 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 89 ; Butla; S. F. ixi

p. 401 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 186 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 383
Oates in Hume's N. ^ K 2nd ed. i, p. 167.

Hypsipetes nilgherriensis, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. x, p. 246 (1889)
Blyth, Cat. p. 207; Jerd. B. I. ii, pp. 78, 872; Hume, N. §• E.
p. 280 ; id. Cat. no. 446.

The Neilgherry Black Bulbul ; the Oliat Black Bulbul, Jerd. ; Kele
Kondiya, Ceyl.

Coloration. Eesembles IT. psaroides, but the plumage is of a
much darker shade of grey, and the grey of the sides of the head
is not in strong contrast with the black crown ; there is no black
streak either behind or under the ear-coverts, the grey of this part
being confluent with that of the lower plumage; the grey spot
over the lores is absent, and there is less white on the abdomen.

Bill orange-vermilion ; feet orange-yellow ; iris hazel dyed with
lake-red {Fairbank).

Length about 9-5 ; tail 4 ; wing 4-7 : tarsus '75 ; bill from
gape 1'2.

Distribution. The hill-ranges of Western India from Matheran
to Cape Comorin ; Ceylon. It is noteworthy that McMaster pro-
cured this bird at Chikalda on the Gawilgurh hills in Berar. It is
found at all elevations, but not usually below 4000 feet.
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Balks, d/'c. Breeds from March to June, making a shallow cup-
like nest of grass and leaves in trees at all heights up to about 60
feet from the ground. The eggs are usually only two in number,
and resemble those of H. psaroides. Thej' measure 1"08 by •'75.

Genus HEMIXUS, Hodgs., 1844.

The genus Hemionis, of which H.flavala is the type, contains

five Indian species closely related to each other. It differs from
Hypsipetes in having the tail square or slightly rounded, and its

outer feathers straight. The crest consists of a great number of

short but sharply-pointed feathers. The nuchal hairs are short and
indistinct, but the rictal bristles are strong. The wing is pointed,

the secondaries falling short of the tip by a considerable distance.

The birds of this genus do not habitually frequent forests and
high trees like the Black Bulbuls, but they are found chiefly on the

outskirts of forests and in secondary jungle. They are chiefly fruit-

eaters.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail dark brown.
a'. Whole upper plumage ashy H.flavala, p. 263.
6'. Whole upper plumage brown H. davisoni, p. 264.

e'. Head black, contrasting with the ashy
back H. Mldebrandi, p. 264.

h. Tail green.

^. Throat whitish ; remainder of lower plu-

mage pale rufous H. macolellandi, p. 265.

e'. Throat and whole lower plumage more or

less uniformly grey S. tickellt, p. 265.

272. Hemixus flavala. The Brown-eared Bulhul.

Hemixus flavala, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 572 (1845) ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 207 ; Horsf. f M. Cat. i, p. 250 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 80 ; Blyth,

Birds Burm. p. 133 ; Godw.-AvM. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106,

xlv, pt. ii, p. 78 ; Hume, S.F.Y,ip.l'\l; Anders. Yunnan Exped.,

Aves, p. 667 ; Hume, Cat. no. 448 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 295 ; Sharps,

Cat. B. M. vi, p. 49 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 175 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 176.

Nalli-pindi, Lepch.

Fig. 84.—Head of H. flavala.

Coloration. Upper plumage with the small wing-coverts dark
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ashy, the crown edged paler, and the upper tail-coverts tinged with

olive-green ; tail brown, tinged with olive-green on the basal halves

of the outer webs ; greater veing-coverts brown on the inner and
olive-yellow on the outer webs ; quills brown ; the fourth to the

seventh primaries edged with grey below the emarginations, all the

other quills edged externally with olive-yellow, obsolete on the

earlier primaries, increasing on the others, and ultimately occupy-

ing the entire outer web of the tertiaries ; lores and cheeks

blackish; ear-coverts bronze-grey; chin, throat, centre of the

abdomen, and vent white ; breast, sides of neck, and ilanks light

grey.

Bill black; iris dark reddish brown ; feet dusky (Scully).

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3-7
; wing 3-8 ; tarsus "7 ; bill from

gape -9.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Mussoorie to the head of the

Assam valley; the Khasi and Garo hills; Manipur; the hills east

of Bhamo ; Arrakan. This bird appears to be found up to about

6000 feet.

273. Hemizus davisoui. Davison's Brown-eared Bulbul.

Hemixus davisoni, Hume, S. F. v, p. Ill (1877) ; Hume Sf Dav. S. F.
vi, p. 209; Hume, Cat. no. 448 ter; Skarpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 51

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 176.

Coloration. Eeserables H.flavala. Differs in having the entire

crown and nape a rich dark brown ; the back, rump, upper tail-

coverts, and smaller wing-coverts also brown but paler; in the tail

being less suffused with olive-green and the breast being distinctly

ashy and not grey ; and lastly in the yellow edges to the quills

being narrower.

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black ; iris bright brown {Darling)
;

iris crimson-Jake {Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 8-5
; tail 3-6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus -Q

; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. This species has only been procured at Meetan and
Thoungyah in Tenasserim. It is apparently entirely confined to

the hill-forests.

274. Hemixus hildebrandi. Hildebrand's Brown-eared Bulbul.

Hemixus hildebrandi, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 508 (1874) ; Wald. in BlytKs
Birds Burm. p. 133 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. Ill ; Hume Sf Bav. 8. F.
vi, p. 299 ; Hume, Cat. no. 448 bis ; Shnrpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 60

;

'^-is, J5. JS. i, p. 176.
^

Coloration. Eesembles H.flavala. Differs in having the forehead,
crown, and nape dark brown or blackish, contrasting with the rest
of the plumage.

Iris lake-brown ; bill black ; legs light brown ( Wardlaw liamsay).
Iris crimson ; bill black ; legs and feet dark reddish horn-colour
{Hume ^ Davison).

Length about 8-5
; tail 38 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from

gape 1.
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Distribution. The pine-forests of the Salween district in Tenasserim
at 3000 feet, and the Karen hills east of Toungngoo from 2000 to

4000 feet.

275. Hemixus macclellandi. The Bufous-bellied Bulbul.

Hypsipetes macclellandi, Sorsf. P. Z. S, 1839, p. 159 ; Blyth, Cat.

p. 207 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 266; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 79; Godw.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxiix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; Kutne, N. Sr E. p. 281

;

Blyth, Birds Bnrm. p. 133 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 298 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 447 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 294; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 176.

lole macclellandi (Horsf.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 59 ; Oates, B. B.
i, p. 178.

Hemixus macclellandi (Horsf.), Oates in Hunted N. ^- E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 168.

Chinchioh-pho, Lepch. ; Chichiam, Bhut.

Goloration. Crown, from the forehead to the nape, rich brown,
the shafts white tinged with bufi ; upper plumage, wing-coverts,

tertiaries, and tail olive-green, brightest on the tail, the shafts of

which are black above and yellow below ; lores and cheeks mixed
grey and white ; chin and throat white, the feathers with grey bases

and lanceolate ; ear-coverts and sides of the neck chestnut; breast the
same but with pale shaft-stripes ; abdomen and flanks pale chestnut

;

under tail-coverts, thighs, and vent ochraceous yellow ; under wing-
coverts the same

;
primaries and secondaries dark brown, edged

with olive-green.

Bill blackish above, livid grey-horny below ; iris brownish red or

dark red ; feet fleshy brown ; claws brown-horny (Scully).

Length about 10; tail 4*4; wing 4-3; tarsus '7; bill from
gape 1'2.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Mussoorie to the head of the

Assam valley ; the Khdsi and Naga hills ; Oachar ; Manipur
;

Arrakan.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to June, constructing a shallow

nest of ferns, leaves, grass, and moss in a fork of a small tree.

The eggs are pinkish white, speckled and spotted with reddish

purple and measure about 1'05 by "67.

276. Hemixus tickelli. TiokelVs Bulbul.

Hypsipetes tickelli, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 275 (1866) ; Blyth 8f

Walden, Birds ^itrm. p. 133 ; Hum£ 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 296;
Hume, Cat. no. 447 bis ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v,

p. 596.

lole tickelli (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 60; Oates, B. B. \, p. 179.

Goloration. Eesembles H. macclellandi. Differs in having the

lower plumage grey tending to white on the abdomen, and the breast

streaked with whitish shaft-stripes ; in the ear-coverts and sides of

the neck being pale rusty, which colour also tinges the breast ; and
in the shaft-stripes of the crest-feathers being broader and whiter.
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Legs and feet fleshy pink, dark fleshy pink, light purphsh brown,

pale pinkish brown, or pale reddish brown ; bill black, horny black,

or dark horny brown ; iris wood-brown, deep red-brown, light red,

or crimson {Hume &; Davison).

Length about 9-5 ; tail 4-2 ; wing 4; tarsus -7; bill from gape 1 '2.

Distribution. Karennee from 2500 to 4000 feet ; the pine-forests

of the Salween valley south to Muleyit mountain above 2500 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Usually occurs, according to Davison,* on the out-

skirts of forests along the paths and thin jungle.

Genus ALCURUS, Hodgs., 1843.

The only form of this genus is a conspicuous and easily recognized

bird with ample crest and striped plumage. The crest springs from
every portion of the crown and is of considerable length when
erected, the feathers being narrow but of the same width through-

out and not sharply pointed. The bill is small and only half the

length of the head ; the tarsus is scutellated as a rule, but in many
instances is smooth or nearly so, a point probably depending on
age. The tail is slightly rounded and the wing is tolerably sharp.

277. Alcurus striatus. The Striated Green Bulbul.

Trichophoms striatus, Slyth, J. A. S, B. xi, p. 184 (1842).

Alcurus nipalensis, Hodgs. in Ch-ay's Zool. Misc. p. 83 (1844).

Oriniger striatus (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 208 ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat. i, p. 253.

Alcurus striatus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 955 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 81

;

Qodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; xlv, pt. ii, p. 78

;

Wold, in BlytKs Birds Burm. p. 134 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi,

p. 299 ; Hume, Cat. no. 449 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 91 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 187 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. dv. Gen. (2) v, p. 597

;

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 177 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 169.

Senim-pleh-pho, Lepch. ; Chichiam, Bhut.

Fig. 85.—Head of A. striatus.

Coloration. Whole head, back, and scapulars olive-green, each
feather with a yellowish-white shaft-stripe ; rump and upper tail-

coverts brighter with obsolete striations ; tail brown, edged extern-
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ally with olive-green, internally wiHi yellowish, and the three outer

pairs of feathers tipped with yellow ; lesser and median coverts

olive-green, brownish internally and with a few faint striations

;

greater coverts and quills brown on the inner and olive-green on

the outer webs, the former also broadly margined with yellow;

lores and chin bright yellow ; throat yellow, with numerous tr^^
gular black spots ; cheeks and ear-coverts dark brown, streaMi
with yellowish white ; sides of the neck, breast, and upper abdomen
dark slaty black, with broad pale yellow streaks ; lower abdomen
and flanks olive-brown, streaked with yellow, except in the middle,

which, with the under tail- and wing-coverts, is yellow without

striations.

Legs and feet very dark brown or deep plumbeous ; bill black

;

iris deep red-brown (Hume Sf Davisoii).

Birds from Tenasserim and Manipur are much smaller than those

from the Himalayas. Tenasserim specimens measure—length

about 8-5 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape 1 : whereas

specimens from Sikhim have the tail 4-3 and the wing 4-4. The
sexes do not appear to differ much, if at all, in size.

Distribution. Jsepal and Sikhim ; Daphla hills in Assam ; the

Khasi hills; Manipur; the ranges of hills east of Toungngoo

;

Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim ; apparently at 5000 feet of ele-

vation and upwards.

Habits, ^c. This Bulbul is said by Jerdon to keep to the tops of

high trees, going in small parties and having a mellow note, which

is uttered both when feeding and on the vising. A nest found by

Mandelli in Sikhim in May was made of fibrous roots and lined

with grass. It was placed in a bamboo bush about four feet from

the ground.

Genus MOLPASTES, Hume, 1873.

Tl\e genus Molpastes comprises some Indian Bulbuls which are

familiar garden birds. One of them {M. humii) appears to be very

rare and local, but the others are widely distributed and common.

In Molpastes the crest is thick and of considerable length, the

feathers growing from every portion of the crown and nape. The

nuchal hairs are extremely short and difficult to detect. The wing

is blunt and the tail is very slightly rounded. All the birds of

this genus are remarkable for the bright colour of the under tail-

coverts, and are further to be recognized by the broad white tips to

the tail-feathers.

The birds of this genus are more frequently found in gardens

and cultivated parts of the country than elsewhere. They go about

in pairs and have very cheerful notes. They feed mostly on fruit

and they are always to be found on fruit-bearing trees in large

numbers, but they are not gregarious. Like other Bulbuls they are

incapable of much progress on the ground, but they are frequently

seen picking up fallen fruit and shuffling about by a series of short

ungainly hops.
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The Eed-vented Bulbuls were in a state of great confusion till

5harpe in his ' Catalogue ' rearranged them and pointed out the

iharaoters by which they might be distinguished from each other.

Che exact distribution of each species can only be determined by

;he examination of specimens, and fortunately the very large series

)f these birds in the British Museum has enabled me to work out

heir distribution in sufficient detail.

Key to the Species,

t. Under tail-coverts red.

a'. The black on the crown sharply defined

and not extending to the hind neck.

a". Ear-coverts black, imdistinguishable

from crown M. hcBmorrhous, p. 268.

v. Ear-coverts brown, contrasting with
the black crown.

a'". Chin, throat, and upper breast deep
black M. burmanicus, p. 269.

V". Ohin and upper part of throat only
black M. nigripileus, p. 270.

c'\ Ear-coverts whitish like the lower
plumage

;
point of chin only black . . M. atricapillus, p. 270.

b'. The black on the crown extending to

the hind neck or back and not sharply

defined posteriorly.

d" Hind neck, back, sides of neck, chin,

throat, and breast all deep black. ... M. hengalensis, p. 271.

e". Hind neck black, throat and fore neck
black shading into brown on the

breast M. intermediris, p. 272.

H. Under tail-coverts sulphur-yellow,

c'. Feathers of crown and crest edged with
greyish white M. leiicogenys, p. 272.

d'. Feathers of crown and crest entirely

black M. humii, p. 274.

;. Under tail-coverts saffron-yellow M. leucotis, p. 273.

278. Molpastes hsBmorrhous. The Madras Red-vented Bulhul.

Mnscicapa hsemorrhousa, Om. S. N. i, p. 941 (1788).
Hsematomis pusillua, Blyth, J. A. S. B. x, p. 841 (1841).
Pycnonotus heemorrhous {Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 209 ; fforsf. ^ M.

Cat. i, p. 240 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 94 ; Ball, 8. F. iii, p. 292 ; Legge,
Birds Ceyl. p. 482 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 124: Barnes, Birds
Bom. p. 188.

Pycnonotus chrysorrhoides (Zafr.), StoUcuka, J. A. S. B. xli, nt ii

p. 237 ; Ball, S. F. ii, p. 410.

Molpastes pusillus (Blyth), Hume, JV. ^ E. p. 291 ; Butler, S. F. iii

p. 47S.
'

Pycnonotus pusillus (Blyth), Blanf. S. F. v, p. 246.
Molpastes hssmorrhous (Om.), Hume, Cat. no. 462 ; Davidson, 8. F.

X, p. 386; Barnes, Journ. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 48: Oates in
Heme's iV. ^ ^. 2nd ed. i, p. 169. '

f
.
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The Common Madras Btdhul, Jerd. ; Bulbul, Hind, ; Tonki halbul,

Beng. ; Pigli-pUta, Tel. ; Konda-lati, Tarn.

Coloration. The whole head, chin, and throat deep black, sharply

defined at the back of the head ; the whole neck, back, wing-

coverts, scapulars, and breast brown, each feather margined with

whitish; rump plain brown ; upper tail-coverts white; tail brown
at base, darkening and becoming black towards the end, and all

the feathers tipped white; wing-quills brown, narrowly margined
with whitish ; abdomen whitish ; sides of body and flanks light

brown ; under tail-coverts crimson ; shafts of tail-feathers whitish

beneath.

Iris deep brown ; bill black ; legs and feet blackish {^Butler).

Length about 8 ; taU 3-8 ; wing 3'8 ; tarsus '85 ; bill from
gape "85.

Bistributtion. Nearly the whole of India proper, the northern

Umit being indicated roughly by a line drawn through the following

places : Umarkot, Jodhpur, Sdmbhar, Umballa ; thence a line along

the base of the Himalayas to Behar in the line of longitude of

Asansol near Eaneegunje, and through that place to Burdwan.
This species also occurs in Ceylon. Although essentially a bird of

the plains it is occasionally found at considerable elevations on the

Nilgiris, as high up, in fact, as Ootacamund.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds from February to August, constructing a

flimsy, but pretty nest of dry leaves and grass in bushes, creepers,

or the lower branches of trees, or sometimes on the top of a stump.

The eggs, usually three in number, are pale pink marked with

reddish brown and purpKsh grey, and measure about -9 by "65.

279. Molpastes burmanicus. The Burmese Bed-vented Bulbul.

Pycnonotus hsemorrhous (6m.), apud Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm.
p. 135.

Molpastes pygmseus {Hodgs.), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 126 ; Hvme 8f

Bav. S. F. vi, p. 321.

Molpastes intermedius (Hay), Hwme Sr Inglis, S. F.v,'p. 35.

Pycnonotus pygseus (Hodgs.), Oates, S. F. v, p. 167.

Pycnonotus intermedius (Hay), Oates, S. F. v, p. 157.

Pycnonotus nigiipileus (Blyth), Anderson, Yunnan Exped., Aves,

p. 658.

Pycnonotus burmanicus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 125 (1881) ; Oates,

8. F. X, p. 211 ; id. B. B. i, p. 189 : Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ.

Gen. (2) ly, p. 696.

Molpastes burmanicus (Sharpe), Hwme, S. F, xi, p. 183 ; Oates in

Hume's N.8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 173.

Coloration. Eesembles M. hcemorrhous, and has the black of the

head as sharply defined posteriorly. Differs in having the ear-

coverts glossy hair-brown ; the black of the throat extending down
to and overspreading the breast ; the feathers on the lower part of

the breast margined with greyish white, and the hind neck and back
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blackish (not brown), margined more broadly with grey (not

whitish).

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown.
Length about 8 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus -9 ; bill from

gape "9.

Distribution. The limits of this species on the north are difficult

to define owing to want of specimens. Hume found it abun-
dant, and the only species of this class of Bulbul, in Manipur. I

have examined a specimen that was procured at Kamrup in Assam
and another at Shillong. Sharpe records it from Cachar, whence,
however, 1 have not myself seen a specimen. Both Anderson and
Pea procured it at Bhamo or in the immediate vicinity. Thence
it appears to be spread throughout Burma down to the Gulf of

Martaban on the south, and the Bay of Bengal on the west. On
the east I cannot discover that it occurs beyond the Sittoung river.

Habits, Sfc. This species breeds from May to September through-
out Pegu : its mode of nidification and the colour of its eggs do not
differ in any respect from those of M. hwmorrhous.

280. Molpastes nigripileus. The Tenasserim Red-vented Bulbul.

Pycnonotus nigropileus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 472 (1847) ; id.

Cat. p. 209; Wald. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 549; Blyth, Birds Burni.

p. 135; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 126; Oates, B. B. i, p. 191

;

Salvadori; Ann. Mtis. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 597.

Molpastes nigropileus (Blyth), Hume §• Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 321 ; Hume,
Cat.no. 462 bis.

Coloration. Resembles M. hxmorrhous, and has the black of the
head as sharply defined posteriorly. Differs in having the ear-

coverts glossy hair-brown, the lores, cheeks, and chin black, and the

throat and breast brown, the feathers edged with whitish.

BUI, legs, feet, and claws black ; iris deep brown {Hume Sf

Davison).

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3'7 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus "9
; bill from gape

8 to -9.

Distribution. Confined to the east of the Sittoung river, and
ranging from Toungngoo and the Karen hills down to Amherst.

281. Molpastes atricapillus. The Chinese Red-vented Bulbul.

Miiacicapa atricapilla, Vieill. Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat. xxi, p. 489
(1818).

Hsematornis chrysorrhoides, Xa/r. Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 867.
Molpastes chrysorrhoides (Lafr.), Hume, 8.F.\i,^. 477.
Pycnonotus atricapillus ( VieiU.), Wald. in BlytKs Birds Burm. p. 136 •

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 127; Oates, B. B. i, p. 190; Salvadori'
Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen. (2) v, p. 698.

'

Molpastes atricapillus {Vieill.), Hume §• Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 322-
Hum^ Cat. no. 462 ter ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ^p. 173*

Coloration. Resembles M. hcemorrhous, and has the black of the
head as sharply defined posteriorly. Differs in having the ear-
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coverts hoary white, with the lores, cheeks, and only the point of
the chin black ; tlie remaining lower plumage ashy brown, whiter
on the abdomen ; and the hind neck and back a paler brown with
broader edges.

Bill, legs, feet, and claws black ; iris brown to dark brown
{Hume 4" Davison); iris light brown (Wardlaw Bamsay).
Length about 8-5 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 3-6 ; tarsus -9 ; bill from

gape '9.

Distribution. Karennee and Tenasserim down to about the 13th
degree of latitude. This species is not found west of the Sittoung
river. It inhabits the hilly and well-wooded parts of the country
up to 2000 feet of elevation, and it extends into China, where it is

abundant.

Habits, Sfc. A nest of this bird with three eggs was found in

Tenasserim by Darling on the 16th March.

282. Molpastes bengalensis. The Bengal Bed-vented Bulbul.

Ixos cafer, v. pygseus, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 84 (desci;

nuUa, 1844).

Pycnonotus bengalensis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 666 (1845) ; id.

Cat. p. 209,

Pycnonotus pygseus {Hodgs. ), Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p, 239 ; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 93 ; Oodw.-Amt. J.A.S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. T.78 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vi, p. 128.

Molpaates pygseus {Hodgs.), Hiime, If. 6f E. p. 290 ; Cripps, S. F.
vii, p. 281 ; Hume, Cat. no. 461 ; Smlly, S. F. viii, p. 296.

Molpastea bengalensis {Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. ^ £. 2nd ed. i,

p. 174.

The Common Bulbul, Jerd. ; BvUbul, Hind. ; Kala Bulbid, Beng.

;

Mancliph-pho, Lepch.; Pahlom, Bhut.

Coloration. Eesembles M. Jicemorrhous in general appearance.

Differs in having the ear-coverts chocolate-brown, and, with this

exception, the whole head, neck, upper back, chin, throat, and
upper breast deep glossy black ; the lower breast black, margined

with white ; and the remainder of the lower plumage ashy brown,

except the under tail-coverts, which are, as usual, crimson ; the

lower back blackish margined with grey.

Iris brown; bill and legs black (Gockb'Hrn).

Length about 9 ; tail 4-2 ; wing 4-2 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape '9.

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Kumaun
to the head of the Assam valley ; Oudh ; Northern Behar ; Bengal,

east of the longitude of Burdwan ; Assam and its hiU-ranges

;

Dacca ; Cachar ; Tipperah. I have also seen a specimen from

Manipur, where, however, M. burmanicus is the prevailing species.

Jerdon asserts that this Bulbul extends to Central India, north of

the Nerbudda river. This may be the case, but I have myself

seen no specimen from any locality other than those above men-
tioned. In the Himalayas it is found up to about 7000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. This Bulbul appears to breed from April to June, and

probably both before and after that period. Its mode of nidifica-
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tioD appears to differ in no respect from that of M. hcemorrhous.

' The eggs measure about "95 by '7.

283. Molpaates intermedius. The Punjab Bed-vented Bulhul.

Pycnonotus intermedius, A. Hay, Jerd. JB. I. ii, p. 95 ; Blyth, Ibis.

1867, p. 9 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 441 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi,

p. 130.

Pycnonotus pygseus (Hodgs.), Stoliczha, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii,

p. 39 ; Cock ^ Marsh. S. F. i, p. 365 ; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884,

p. 415.

Molpastes intermedius (A. Say), Oates in Hume's N. 8r E, 2ud ed. ij

p. 175.

Kalapaiiyu, Chamba.

Coloration. Resembles M. hcemorrhous. 'Differs in having the

black of the head continued to the hind neck ; the ear-coverts

chocolate-brown; the whole back brown, edged with grey; the

black of the throat shading off into blackish brown on the upper
breast and the sides of the neck ; and the lower breast ashy brown
margined with whitish.

Length about 8 ; tail 43 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from
gape -9.

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Naini Tal

and Almora to Murree ; the northern portion of the Punjab, the

N.W. Provinces and Oudh down to Allahabad and Chupra. In the

lower part of its range this species is found together with J/, ben-

galensis. It does not ascend the Himalayas to any great height.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to July, and probably for some
time before and after this period. The eggs, according to Theo-

bald, measure -87 by 62.

284. Molpastes leucogenys. The White-oheeked Bulbul.

Brachypus leucogenys, Gray, in Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 35, fig. 3

(1830).

Pycnonotus leucogenys (_G-r.), Blyth, Cat. p. 209; Horsf. ^ M. Cat

i, p. 242.

Otocompsa leucogenys (Gr. 8f Hardw.), Jerd. B.I. ii, p. 90 ; Stoliczha

J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 39 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 285 ; Cock ^
Marsh. 8. F. i, p. 365 ; Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 238 ; Hume, Cat
no. 458 ; Sc^Uly, S. F. viii, p. 296 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 160
C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 415.

Molpastes leucogenys (pray), Oates in Hume's N. 8^ E. 2nd ed. i

p. 176.

I'he White-cheeked Crested Bulbul, Jerd. ; Manglio-kur or Mancliph-
kur, Lepch. ; Kandghara, Beng. ; Painju, Chamba.

Coloration. Forehead and crest hair-brown, each feather narrowly

edged with greyish white ; lores black, with a white line above

them ; cheeks, round the eye, chin, and throat black ; ear-coverti

white, with a black patch behind them, and another patch striped

white and brown below them ; upper plumage olive-brown, the
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hinder part and sides of the neck barred with blackish, and the

centres of the feathers brown ; wings brown, edged with olive-

brown ; tail brown on the basal half, black on the terminal half, and
all the feathers except the two middle ones tipped with white;
lower plumage pale earthy brown, whitish on the abdomen ; lower
tail-coverts bright sulphur-yellow ; edge of wing white.

Bin black ; legs plumbeous ; iris brown (Jerdon) ; legs and toes

brownish black (Seidh/).

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 3'5 ; tarsus '8 ; bill from gape
•85.

JDistribution. The Himalayas from Murree to Bhutan, from the

plains up to 7000 feet. This species extends into Afghanistan.
Habits, 4rc. Breeds between 3000 and 7000 feet from April to

July, constructing a very loose and slender nest of stems of plants

and grass in a bush or branch a few feet above the ground. The
eggs are pinkish or reddish white marked with various shades of

red, and measure '88 by '65.

285. Molpastes leucotis. The White-eared Bulbul.

Ixos leucotis, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 6.

Pycnonotus leucotis (Old.), Blyth, Cat. p. 209 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

. p. 242 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.. vi, p. 136.

Otoconipsa leucotis (Gld.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 91; Hume, S. F. i,

p. 181; id. N. Sf E. p. 286; Stoliczha, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 237 ; Adam, 8. F. i, p. 378 ; Butler, S. F. iii, p. 473 ; Murne,
Cat. no. 459 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 187.

Molpastes leucotis (Gould), Gates in Hume's N. ^E. 2nd ed. i, p. 177.

The White-eared Crested Bidhul, Jerd. ; Kangdhara, Beng.; KuthcmC^a
or Kvshanbra of the Punjab ; Bhooroo, Sind.

Fig. 86.—Head of M. leucotis.

Coloration. Bar-coverts and hinder part of cheeks white ; with

this exception, the whole head and lower throat black, the black on

the latter expanding laterally, and joining the crown by a narrow

band at the end of the ear-coverts ; hind neck rich brown, nar-

rowly banded with blackish; whole upper plumage and wings

earthy brown, the back with paler margins, the wings margined

with pale ashy; tail brown at base, becoming black beyond the

tail-coverts and tipped with white ; lower plumage whity brown

;

under tail-coverts rich saffron-yellow.

Legs, feet, and biU black ; iris brown (^Eume).

TOL. I. T
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Length 7-5 ; tail 3 4 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus '75 ; bill from gape -75.

Distribution. Sind ; Cutch ; Guzerat ; Eajputana ; the Punjab ;

the N.W. Provinces down to Btawah ; Central India as far east as

Jhdnsi, Saugor, and Hoshangabad. This bird extends westward

into Persia.

Habits, SfC. Breeds from May to August, constructing a neat

cup of vegetable fibres in bushes, and laying three or four eggs,

which are similar to those of M. leueogenys, and measure "83 by •64.

286. Molpastes liiiinil. Hume's White-eared Bulbul.

Coloration. Eesembles M. leueotis. Differs in having the crest

much longer and the under tail-coverts sulphur-yellow.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris brown (Hume).

Length 8 ; tail 3'4 ; wing 3-7 ; tarsus -75 ; biU from gape -75.

Kg. 87.—Head of M. humii.

Amongst a large series of M. leueotis in the British Museum, I

detected one specimen which differed remarkably from all the others

in the colour of its under taU-coverts, and on further examining it

I found that it had a much longer crest than the others. M. leM-

cotis is remarkably constant in having saffron-yellow coverts and a

short bushy crest. I have therefore no hesitation in separating

M. humii, and naming it after Hume, who procured the only spe-

cimen I have been able to examine at Jalalpoor near Jhelura, in

the Punjab, in 1871. From M. leueogenys it differs, among other

things, in having the crest much shorter and of a different shape
and colour.

Genus XANTHIXUS, n. gen.

1 institute this genus for the reception of X. Jlavescens, a Bulbul
which differs from all its near aUies in the very decided graduation
of its tail, the outer feather of which falls short of the tail bv a
distance equal in length to the tarsus. The crest resembles" in
many respects that of Hemixus, The wing is blunt, as in
Molpastes.
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287. XantMxus flavescens. Blyth's Bulhul.

Pycnonotus flavescens, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 608 (1845) ; id.

Cat. p. 210 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 244 ; Anders. Yunnan Kvped.,

Aves, p. 659; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 143; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 192 ; Sahadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 698.

Ixus flavescens (Blyth), Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106;
Bl. ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 134"; Hume Sf Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 306

;

Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466 ; Hume, Cat. no. 452 bis ; id.

8. F. xi, p. 179.

Coloration. Forehead and crown dark brown, the feathers of the

front half of the crown edged with grey, those of the hinder half

with olive-green ; upper plumage olive-green, the feathers of the

back with darker centres ; wings and tail dark brown, edged with

bright olive-yellow on the outer webs, and the three outer pairs of

tail-feathers faintly tipped with yellowish white ; lores blackish, a

conspicuous band above them, together with the feathers on the

eyelids, yellowish ; sides of the head greenish brown ; chin and
throat the same, but usually tinged with fulvous ; breast dull

yellow, streaked with brown ; abdomen dull yellow ; sides of body

olive-brown ; vent and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; edge of

wing and under wing-coverts fulvous yellow.

Legs, feet, and claws very dark reddish or purplish brown to

black ; bill black ; iris brown to deep red-brown (Hvme ^ Davison).

Length about 8'5 ; tail 3'9 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus "BS ; biU from

gape '8.

Distribution. The Khdsi hills ; Manipur ; the neighbourhood of

fihdmo ; Arrakan ; the Toungngoo hills and Karennee from 2500

to 4000 feet ; Tenasserim down to a point halfway between Mulejdt

mountain and Paraduba, where this bird is found up to 4500 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Found in the outskirts of forests and in scrub-

jungle.

Genus OTOCOMPSA, Cabanis, 1851.

The three Lidian Bulbuls which I place in this genus are re-

markable for their very long crest, which springs entirely from the

centre of the crown, the feathers of the hind crown and nape

being short and of the usual character.

They have the same structure and habits as Molpastes, and are

found in gardens and in jungle near cultivation. They have equally

pleasant notes, and their plumage is gay.

Otocomjasa may be known from the next genus by the softness

of the shafts of the back-feathers and by the longer crest.

Key to the Species.

a. Under tail-coverts red.

a'. Tail-feathers tipped with white O. emeria, p. 276.

b'. TaU-fealiiers without white tips O. fuscieamata, p. 277.

b. Under tail-coverts yellow like the remainder

of the lower plumage O.Jlamventris, p. 278.

t2
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288. Otocompsa emeria *. The Bengal Bed-wMsJcered BuTbul.

Lanius emeria, lAnn. 8. N. i, p. 137 (1766).

Lanius jocosus, Linn. S. iV. i, p. 138 (1766).

Muscicapa emeria, Linn. S. N. i, p. 336 (l766).

Ixos monticola, McCleU. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 160.

Ixos pyrrhotis, Hodgs. in Oray'a Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1844).

Pycnonotus jocosus (i.), B^fh, Cat. ^p. 208; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 238.

Otocompsa jocosa (L.), Jerd. B. L ii, p. 92 (part.) ; Godw.-Augt. J.

A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 157 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 198.

Otocompsa monticola (MoClell.), Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,

pt. ii, p. 106; xlv, pt. ii, p. 79; Bl. Sr Wald. Birds Burm.
p. 185 ; Hume, Cat. no. 460 ter.

Otocompsa emeria (Z.), Hume, N. ^ E. p. 287 ; Hume, S. F. ii,

p. 225, iii, p. 126 ; Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 326 ; Oates, S. F. v,

p. 157; Anders. Yunnan Exped.. Aves, p. 657; Hume Sr Lav.
S. F. vi, p. 321 ; Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 280 ; Hume, Cat. no. 460

;

Scully, S. F. viii, p. 296 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 181 ; Oates in Hume's
N.^E.2niedi.i,Tp.l78.

The Red-whishered Bulhul, Jerd. ; Kanera bulbul. Hind. ; Kai'a

hulbul and Sipahi bulbul, Beng.

Coloration. Forehead and crown of bead, the lores, the front

part of the cheeks, and a narrow moustachial streak surrounding

the ear-coverts anrd joining the crown black ; hinder part of cheeks

and the ear-coverts white ; a tuft of feathers springing from the

lower eyelid, and passing over the ear-coverts, crimson ; sides of

the neck and a broad crescent, interrupted in the middle of the

breast, brownish black ; under tail-coverts crimson ; the lower

plumage white, washed with brown on the sides of the breast, the

flanks, and the thighs ; upper plumage and wings earthy brown,
the latter edged paler on the outer webs of the quills ; tail dark
brown, the outer four, or sometimes five, pairs of feathers tipped
with white ; edge of wing pale pink.

The nestling does not acquire the red eye-tufts till it is two or

three months old, and the under tail-coverts at first are pink.

Iris hazel-brown ; mouth yellow ; bill, legs, and claws black.

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3"5 ; wing 3-5 ; ta,rsus "8 ; bill from
gape -85.

The variations which occur iu the plumage of this bird through-
out its great range are very trivial, and it is hard to understand
how it became suggested that there were two or more species or
races, as some naturalists at one time thought. The crimson ear-
tuft varies somewhat in size and depth of tint. It attains its

* I believe that the name of L. emeria of LiniiiBUB applies to the Bengal bird,
as the specimen is distinctly stated to have come from Bengal. In this ease
the term L. jocosus, applied to the Chinese bird, which is identical with that
from Bengal, becomes a synonym, and the specific name of the Southem-Iudiau
bird cannot be taken from Mwseicapa emena, L , as proposed by Sharpe, even
if LinnjBUs's name was given to that species, which is doubtful. See Hume's
exhaustive argument on this subject (S. F. xi, p. 181).
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greatest length in Burma and the Malay peninsula, and it is also

brighter in those countries. Throughout the Himala3-as, in Mani-
pur, and in China the tuft is of an intensely deep crimson, but it

va,ries in length considerably, some birds having it quite as long as

others from Pegu. It unfortunately happens that the tuft springs

from the lower eyelid, and its length is therefore in some measure
subject to variation as a result of the manner in which the head
has been prepared ; it is even quite possible for a careless taxidermist

to perforate the lower eyelid and to cause the eye to appear sur-

rounded by red feathers, as was apparently the case in some
specimens which passed through Mr. Hume's hands (S. F, i, p. 309),
but which are no longer in his collection.

The terminal spots on the tail-feathers are generally found on
the outer four pairs, but it is not uncommon to find them on the

next pair as well, but in a reduced form.

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas from Simla to

the head of the Assam valley ; Oudh ; the whole of Bengal, Orissa,

and the Northern Circars ; the eastern portion of Ohutia Nagpur

;

Assam and all the hill-ranges and States lying to the south

through Burma to the extreme southern point of Tenasserim

;

Karennee ; the Andamans ; the Nicobars, where these birds have

been introduced. The species extends into China, Siam, and the

Malay peninsula.

Habits, Sfc. This lively Bulbul is a familiar bird, being more
frequently seen in gardens than elsewhere. It breeds from
February to May or June, constructing a rather solid cup-shaped

nest of twigs and leaves in bushes, creepers, and tangled thickets.

The eggs, usually three in number, are pinkish white marked with

various shades of red, and measure "83 by "63.

289. Otocompsa fuscicaudata. The Southern Bedr^hiskered Bulbul.

Otocompsa fuscicaudata, Gould, P. Z. S. 1865, p. 664 ; Blanford,

J. A.S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 178 ; Swme, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 117 ;
id. N. ^ E. p. 288 ; Butler, S. F. iii, p. 473 ; Fairbanh,

8. F. iv, p. 258 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 468 ; Fairbanh, 8. F. v, p. 405;

Davids. $ Wend. S. F. vii, p. 82 ; Kiime, Cat. no. 460 bis ; Vidcd,

8. F. ix, p. 64 1 Butler, 8. F.bs., p. 402; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 386;

Taylor, 8. F. x, p. 460 ; Terry, 8. F. x, p. 476 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 187 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 180.

_

Otocompsa jocosa (L.), McMaster, J. A. 8. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 212.

Otocompsa emeria (i.), 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 159,

Phari-bulbul, Huid. ; Turaha pigli-pitta, Tel.

Coloration. Eesembles 0. emeria. Differs in having no white

tips to the tail-feathers, and in having the crescentic pectoral band

either entire or only very slightly interrupted in the centre.

Of the same size as 0. emeria.

On examining the large series of this bird in the British Museum,
I find that specimens from Belgaum and the country north of it

up to Abu have the pectoral band interrupted, and that those from

localities south of Belgaum have it entire in almost all cases.
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Bigtrihution. The western coast and ghats of India, from Cape
Comorin to Baroda and on to Mount Ahu, extending east to Chikalda

in Berar ; the eastern coast up to the Carnatic ; Eamesvaram Island.

The distribution of this species in the interior of the peninsula is

not known.
Habits, SfC. Apparently in all respects similar to those of 0. emeria.

This species breeds from February to May and June, and most
frequently lays but two eggs. The eggs measure '9 by '66.

290. Otocompsa flaviventris. The Black-crested Yellow Bulhul.

Vanga flaTiventris, Tieh. J. A. S. B. ii, p. 673 (1833).
Brachypua melanoccphalus, Gray ^ Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 36,

fig. 1 (1834).

Pyenouotus melanocephalus {Gray Sr Hardto.), Blyth, Cat. p. 210.

Pycnonotus flaviventris (Tick.), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 247; Hume,
N. ^ E. p. 285.

Rnbigula flaviventris {Tick.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 88; Godw.-Aust.
J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 106; Blyth, Bzrds Burm. p. 13G

;

Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 126 ; Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 324 ; Hmne Sr Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 317 ; Hume, Cat. no. 456 ; JVardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877,

p. 467; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 295; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 182

;

Hume, S. F. li, p. 180.

Otocompsa flaviventris {TicJe.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 161 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 109 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 599

;

Oates in Hvnne's N. 8r F. 2nd ed. i, p. 183.

Zurdrbulbul, Hind, ; Pahariya kangdhara at Gorakhpur ; Mandiph-
kur, Lepch.

Coloration. Head, chin, and throat black ; sides of neck and
lower plumage yellow ; upper plumage olive-yellow ;

quills brown,
washed with olive-yellow on the outer webs ; tail brow-n, the feathers

edged with olive-yellow on the outer webs nearly up to the tips.

Iris pale yellow ; eyelids yellowish fleshy ; bill dark brown

;

mouth fleshy yellow ; legs brown; claws dark horn.

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3'5
; wing 3'5

; tarsus '65
; bill from

gape •75.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Assam

;

the forests of the Central Provinces ; Orissa south of the Mahanadi

;

Kalahandi ; the whole tract of country stretching from Assam
to Tenasserim ; Karennee. This Bulbul appears to be found up
to about 4000 feet. It extends to Cochin China and the Malay
peninsula.

Habits, Sfc. This species is found in the forests as well as on
their outskirts, in secondary jungle, and cultivated places. In some
places it is very abundant and entirely absent from others. The
nest is a cup made of twigs and roots placed in a bush. The eggs
are white, very thickly marked with pink and red. Bingham gives
the measurements of one egg as "85 by '61.
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Genus PINAEOCICHLA, Sharpe, 1881.

The single species which constitutes this genus is very similar in

general structure to Otocompsa. It differs in having a shorter crest

and in having the back and rump covered with very dense plumage.
The feathers of these parts, however, possess a peculiarity which has

not before been noticed. Their shafts are rigid and spinous, and if

the fingers are passed along the back from the tail towards the head
the prickly character of the feathers can easily be felt. The present

species clearly forms a link between the Brachypodince and the

genus Oampophaga among the LaniidsD.

This Bnlbul appears to be similar to Otoeompsa in habits.

291. Pinarocichla euptilosa. The Crested Brown Bulhul.

Brachypus eutilotus, Jard. Sf SeUry, III. Om. iv, pi. ill (? 1836).

Braohypus entilotus (J. Sr S.), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 339.

Brachypodius tristia, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 676 (1845).
MicrotarsuB cantori, Moore, P. Z. S. 1864, p. 279 ; Jlorsf. Sr M. Cat.

i, p. 409.

Crimger triatis {Blyth), Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 47; Hume Sr Dav. S. F.

vi, p. 303; Hume, Cat. no. 451 quint.

Euptiloaua euptiloaus (J. 8/- S.), Hiime, S. F. viii, pp. 62, 162.

Pinarocichla euptilosa (/. ^ S.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 62 ; Dates,

B. B. i, p. 180.

Fig. 88.—Head of P. euptilosa.

Coloration. Crown greyish brown, with blackish shaft-stripes
;

lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and sides of the neck paler, with no stripes

;

back, rump, and scapulars ochraceous olive, the feathers of the

rump banded with black showing up in places as dark patches ;

upper tail-coverts and tail ferruginous, the outer three pairs of

feathers of the latter tipped with white ; wing-coverts and tertiaries

ochraceous, brighter than the back ;
primaries and secondaries

dark brown, the outer webs ochraceous ; the whole lower plumage

whitish, suffused with grey on the breast and with yellow else-

where.

The legs and feet vary from dark grey-brown, or very dark

plumbeous brown, to black ; the bill black ; iris in the male crim-

son, in the female varying from wood-brown to litharge red (Hume

Sf Davison).
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Length about 9 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3-8 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from

gape "8,

IHstrilmtion. The extreme southern part of Tenasserim. This

bird is found throughout the Malay peninsula and in Sumatra,

Java, and Borneo.

Genus SPIZIXUS, Blyth, 1845,

The genus Sjaiziams contains three birds, one of which is found

in the hills of Assam and the others in China. This genus differs

remarkably from all the other genera of Bulbuls in the shape of

the bill, which is finch-Ukej and in having the nostrils partially

concealed by overhanging plumelets.

Little is known of the habits of this genus, and its position is

very uncertain. For the present I follow others in placing it

among the Bulbuls. Its position will probably be found hereafter

to be among the Sibiince.

In Spizioeus the crest is thick, long and pointed. The bill is

very short and deep, the culmen being gently curved throughout

;

the edges of the mandibles are slightly sinuated and notched near

the tips. The tail is perfectly square, and the tarsus short and
weak.

292. Spizixus canifrons. Tlie Fineh-hllled Bulhul.

Spizixos canifrons, Myth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 671 (1845) ; id. Cat.

p. 339 ; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 251 ; Oodw.-Augt. J.A.S. B. xxxix,

pt. ii, p. 106 ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 179 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1872, p. 90 ; Sume,
8. F. viijp. 386 ; id. Cat. no. 453 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi,

p. 172 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 180 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 184.

Fig. 89.—Head of 8. canifrons.

Coloration. Forehead and front part of the crown ashy grey

;

remainder of crown, lores, and round the eye black ; cheeks and
point of the chin blackish, the feathers with greyish-white tips;
ear-cOverts pale brown; sides of the neck, meeting narrowly behind
the nape, grey streaked slightly with blackish ; throat very dark
brown, shading ofE into ashy brown ; upper plumage and wing-
coverts green ; wings daj-k brown, the outer webs greenish yellow

;
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tail greenish yellow, the terminal quarter black ; lower plumage

greenish yellow ; under tail-coverts and edge of wing yellowish.

Legs and feet brownish fleshy ; claws brown ; bill yellowish-

horny white ; gape black ; iris reddish brown {Hume) ; iris brown,

hazel ; bill greenish white (CocTcburn).

Length about 8'5 ; tail 3"8 ; wing 3-7 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from

gape 'lb.

Distribution. The Khdsi hills and Manipur.
Habits, ^"c. Godwin-Austen remarks that S. 'canifrons breeds

near Shillong hi May.

Genus TRACHYCOMUS, Cabanis, 1851.

This genus is represented by a single bird of large size, striated

plumage, and peculiar structure. It has no crest, but the crown is

covered with dense bristly decomposed feathers of a yellow colour.

The tarsus is remarkably strong, with a few scutellations in front,

and sometimes quite smooth. The bill is short, being about

half the length of the head, the rictal bristles strong and the

nuchal hairs short. The wing is blunt, and the tail is well

rounded.

The peculiar structure of the feathers of the crown and the large

size will suffice to separate this Bulbul from all others.

293. Trachycomus ochroceplialus. The Yellow-crowned Bulbul.

Turdus ochrooephalus, Gmel. S. N. i, p. 821 (1788).

Criniger ochrocephalus (Grm.), Blyth, Cat. p, z08 ; Horsf, ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 263.

Trachycomus ochroceplialus {Chn^, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 455 ; Hume ^
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 300 ; Hume, Cat. no. 449 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.
vi, p. 93 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 188 ; id. in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 184 note.

Pig. 90.—Head of

Coloration. Poreliead, crown, a patch under the eye branching

out into two streaks, one extending partially over the ear-coverts

and one under, straw-yellow ; ear-coverts brown with white shafts ;

lores and cheeks black, divided by a yellowish streak ; upper plumage
and lesser wing-coverts ashy brown dashed with green, all the

feathers except those of the rump with conspicuous white shafts,

and the upper tail-coverts margined with olive-green ; greater
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coverts, wings, and tail dark brown ; the quills of the wing with the

outer webs mostly olive-green, those of the tail edged with green-

ish and tipped below with pale ochraceous ; chin and throat white

;

breast and sides of the neck ashy brown, with white shaft-streaks
j

sides of the body brown with indistinct shaft-stripes ; abdomen
and vent brownifh white ; thighs and under tail-coverts ochra-

ceous ; under wing-coverts and axillaries ochraceous brown.
Legs and feet dark horny-brown or black ; bill black ; iris pale

or litharge-red ( Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 11; tail 5; wing 4*7; tarsus 1"1 ; bill from
gape 1'2.

Distribution. The southern portion of Tenasserim as far north as

Mergui. This species extends doiwn the Malay peninsula to

Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. .

Habits, ^c. This bird was observed by Davison to keep in partieJ

and to frequent spare jungle in preference to forest. It occasion-

ally descends to the ground. A nest found at Kossoom in July in

the Malay peninsula was a shallow saucer made of creeper-stems

with some grass and moss, and placed in a bush. The ground-
colour of the eggs varied from pale pink to warm salmon-pink, and
the markings were reddish and purplish. The eggs measure about
1-05 by -TS.

Genus lOLE, Blyth, 1844.

The genus lole is not characterized by any trenchant characters.

In many respects it is intermediate between Hemiocus and Pycno-
notus, but differs from both in the sharp carination of the upper
mandible of the bill.

In lole the feathers of the crown are slightly lengthened, but
they do not form a crest. The bill is about three-quarters the

length of the head, and when viewed laterally is of much the same
shape as that of Hemiayus figured above (fig. 84, p. 263). The
nuchal hairs are short.

One species occurs in Southern India, one in the Nicobar
Islands, and two in the eastern parts of the Empire.

Key to the Species.

a. Lower plumage streaked /. malaccmm, p. 283.
6. Lower plumage unstreaked.

a'. Crown and upper plumage uniformly of the
same colour.

a". The entire lower plumage bright yellow. I. icterioa, p. 283.
b". The lower plumage dull, olive-yellow;

the under tail-coverts fawn-brown /. virescem, p. 284.
b'. Crown of a diiferent colour to the upper

plumage /, nicobariensis,-p.285.
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294. lole malaccensis. The Streaked Bulhul.

Hypsipetes malaccensis, Blytti, J.A.S. B. xiv, p. 574 (1845), xv, p. 51

;

id. Cat. p. 207 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 256 ; Hume ^ Bav. 8. F.

vi, p. 298 ; Htime, Cat. no. 447 ter.

Hemixus malaccensis (BlytK), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 52 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 177.

Coloration. Upper plumage brownish green ; lesser wing-coyerts

the same ; greater coverts, wings, and tail dark brown, edged with

the same colour as the upper plumage ; ear-coverts and sides of the

head brownish green, the former with pale shafts ; lores ashy grey ;

cheeks, chin, throat, and breast ashy, with broad greyish-white

shaft-streaks ; sides of the body the same, but with the shaft-

streaks less distinct ; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts white

;

under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow.

Legs and feet pinkish brown to reddish brown ; bill horny

brown or very dark horny brown ; iris mahogany-brown to litharge-

red (Hume ^ Davison).

Length about 9 ; tail 3'7 ; wing 4-5 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from

gape 14.
Distribution. Tenasserim, from Mergui southwards. Also

throughout the Malay peninsula, extending to Sumatra and Borneo
and to Cochin China.

Habits, Sfc. Davison remarks that the habits of this ^species

resemble those of Hemixus ticTcelli.

295. lole icterica. The Yellow-browed Bulbul.

Criniger ictericus, Strickland, A. M. N. H. xiii, p. 411 (1844) ;

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 82; Hume, N. 8f E. p. 282; Fairbank, S. F.Ay,
p. 258 ; Bourdillon, S. F. iv, p. 400 ; Hume, Cat. no. 450 ; Legge,

Birds Ceyl. p. 472 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 64 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 402

;

Davison, 8. F. x, p. 883 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 185.

Hemixus icterica (StricM.), Blyth, Cat. p. 207 ; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i,

p. 250.

Xenocichla icterica {Strickland), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 96.

lole icterica {StricM.}, Oates in Hume's N. |- B. 2nd ed. i, p. 185.

Coloration. A streak from the nostril to the eye, a circle round

the eye, the sides of the head, and the whole lower plumage bright

yellow, the sides of the breast and body and the ear-coverts washed

with olive-green ; the whole upper plumage bright olive-yellow

;

wings dark brown, the outer webs olive-yellow, the inner edged

with yellow ; tail olive-yellow, the edges above brighter, the inner

edges and the shafts below yellow; under wing-coverts bright

yellow.

Iris wood-brown; legs and feet pale blue; upper mandible

brownish black, lower pale brown, darkest along the edges and the

tip ; claws bluish horny (Davison). Iris blood-red, dark red (But-

ler) ; iris blood-red (Jerdon).
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Length about 8; tail 3-7; wing 3-8; tarsus -75; bill from

Distrihution. The western coast of India from near Mahablesh-

war to Cape Comorin. This bird is also found in Ceylon. It

appears to be found from near the sea-level up to 6500 feet of

elevation.

Habits, Sfc. This Bulbul has a soft meUow whistle, and frequents

the undergrowth of the evergreen forests, venturing occasionally

into gardens. It breeds from March to May, constructing a cup-

like nest of fine twigs lined with grass. The nest is suspended by
the rim between two lateral branches. The eggs are pinkish

white speckled with brownish red or pink, and measure about "96

by "67. Hurae remarks that the nest and egg of this bird differ

remarkably from those of all the other Bulbuls. Possibly they
will be found to resemble those of the other species of this genus,

of which unfortunately we have at present no information what-
ever.

296. lole virescens. The Olive Bulbul.

lole virescens, Myth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 673 (1846) ; id. Cat. p. 2Q7

;

Sorsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 264 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 270.

lole viridescens, BJyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 7 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 133

;

Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, l&ll, p. 466; Hume ^ Bar. S. F. vi,

pp. 315,616; Hume, Cat. no. 452 dec. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.yi,
'

p. 66 ; Dates, B. B. i, p. 177 ; Sahadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen. (2)

V, p. 696 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 179.

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-green ; the wings dark brown,
the quills edged externally with rufescent olive-brown ; tail and
upper tail-coverts rufescent ; lores and space over the eye olive-

yellow ; the ear-coverts darker ; sides of the neck olive-brown

;

chin, throat, breast, flanks, and abdomen olive-yellow ; under tail-

coverts fawn-brown ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow.

The coloration of this bird varies considerably with the state of the
plumage, newly-moulted birds being tinged with ochraceous below,

and birds in worn plumage being dull olive-brown.

Iris brown; bill bluish horn-colour; inside of mouth flesh-

colour ; eyelids grey ; legs and claws pinkish brown.
Length about 7 ; tail 3"2 ; wing 3'2 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape -Q.

Idle olivaeea, Blyth, occurs in the Malay peninsula and may
probably be found hereafter in Tenasserim. It is difficult to
separate this bird from I. virescens except by actual comparison
of specimens ; but the following points of difference may be noted.
/. olivaeea has a very much larger bill, the lower plumage has much
less yellow in it, the upper plumage is olive-brown not olive-green,

and the crown is rather darker than the back ; the sides of the
head are decidedly greyish, and the wings and tail are much
darker. Both species are of much the same size except in respect
to the bill.
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Distribution. The Khasi hills ; Cachar ; Tipperah ; Manipur

;

Arrakan ; the Tsankoo and Karen hiUs to the east of Toungngoo
;

the southern portion of the Pegu hills and the plains lying at their

foot ; the whole of Tenasserim. This species is found from sea-

level up to 2000 or 3000 feet.

Habits, dfc. Frequents forests in small bands.

297. lole nicobariensis. The Nieobar Bulbul.

Ixqcincia virescens, Blyth, J. A: S. B. xiy, p. 575 (1845).
Hypsipetes virescens, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, pp. 51, 370 ; id. Cat.

p. 207.

Hypsipetes nicobariensis, Moore in Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 257 (1854) ;

Ball, a. F. i, p. 70 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 223 ; Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 298 ; Hume, Cat. no. 447 quat.

Hypsipetes virescens (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 43.

Goloration. Head and nape dark brown ; sides of the head grey

;

upper plumage olive-green ; wings and tail hair-brown, margined
or suffused externally with olive-green ; chin, throat, and upper
breast white, faintly streaked with pale brown, grey, or pale yellowl

remaining lower parts and under wing-coverts pale primrose-

yellow slightly mottled with white, the under tail-coverts with

brownish centres.

Legs and feet dark horny, greenish brown, or greenish plum-
beous ; bill deep horny brown ; lower mandible and edge of upper

duU yellow ; iris brown (Hume).

Length about 9 ; tail 3'8 j wing 4 ; tarsus '75 ; bill from
gape 1*1.

Distribution. The Nieobar islands of Teressa, Bompoka, Tillang-

ehong, Oamorta, Nancowry, Trinkut, Katchall, and Pilu Milu.

Habits, ^e. Davison remarks :
—" Occurs only at the Nicobars,

where it is comparatively common ; it keeps to the forest gene-

rally, but is also found in gardens, in the secondary jungle, and not

unfrequently in places where there are only a few scattered bushes

;

it usually is seen singly, in pairs, or in small parties of five^
six ; but T have on several occasions seen them in flocks of nearly

a hundred. They have a chattering note, very similar to the other

Hypsipetes, and when they are in flocks they make nearly as much
noise as a flock of Mynahs settling for the night. They breed at

the Nicobars ; I shot very young birds in February ; but did not

succeed in finding any nests."

Genus PYCNONOTUS, Kuhl, 1826.

The Bulbuls which I place in this genus are birds of small size,

and may be termed crestless. "With the exception of P. blanfordi,

which is occasionally seen in compounds and gardens, none of them

are familiar birds as is the case with Molpastes and Otocompsa.

They are chiefly denizens of the jungle and forest.
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In I^cnonoHfg the bill is of small size, and the nuchal hairs

are obsolete or small. Many of the species are of dull colour, but

a few are of brilliant plumage. They are solitary in their habits

and very arboreal, and it is a rare occurrence to see any of them
on the ground.

Among the Bulbuls of this genus which may hereafter be found

in British territory may be mentioned P. ooanihorrhous, a species

which Anderson obtained at Manwyne, Momein, and "Shitee hUl,

to the east of Bhdmo in the Kakhyen hills and on the borders of

China. This bird is found throughout Southern China. I append
a description of it *.

Key to the Species.

a. Throat white P. analis, p. 287.

b. Throat streaked with bright yellow.

a'. Anterior half ofcrown of a different colour

to the hinder half and nape P.Jmlaysoni, p. 287.

b' . The whole crown and nape of the same
colour P. davisoni, p. 288.

c. Throat yellow.

e'. Crown black P. melanicterus, p, 288.
d'. Crown yellow P. xantholcBmus, p. 289.

d. Throat ruhy-red P. gidai-is, p. 389.
e. Throat slaty blue P. cyardventris, p. 290.

/. Throat brown or grey.

e'. Under tail-coverts yellow P. luteolus, p. 290.

f. Under taU-coverts brown or buff.

a". Ear-coverts entirely silvery white .... P. blanfordi, p. 291.
b". Ear-coverts brown with silvery white

shafts P. plumosus, p. 292.
c". Ear-coverts like the crown.

a'". Wing more than 3 inches P. simplex, p. 292.
b'". Wing less than 3 inches P. pusiUias, p. 293.

* Pyononotds XANTHOBKHona, Anderson, Proc. A. S. Bmg. 1869, p. 265 ; id.
P.Z. S. 1871, p. 214; id. Ymnan Exped., Aoes, p. 658, pi. li ; Sharpe.
Cat. B. M. vi, p. 139.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, lores, a ring round the eye, and a narrow
oheek-atripe extending to the end of the ear-ooverts black ; a small spot of deep
red at the base of the lower mandible near the gape ; ear-ooverts glossy hair-
brown

;
chin and throat pure white ; upper plumage brown, the feathers with

obsoletely paler edges ; the wings and tail darker brown, the former margined
with the colour of the back, -the latter narrowly tipped with white ; sides of
the neck brown, meeting across the breast in a crescentio band ; abdomen and
vent whitish ; sides of body aad the thighs brown ; under tail-coverts deep
golden yellow ; underside of shafts of tail-feathera white.

Bill black ; feet blackish ; iris brownish red {Pire David).
Length about 85 ; tail 38 ; wing 3-6

; tarsus -9 ; bill from gape -8.

Since the above was in type Count Salvador! has recorded the occurrence of
this species in Earennee (Ann. Mus. Oiv. Gen. (2) vii. p. 398 (1889)).
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298. Pycnonotus analis. The Yellow-vented Bulhul.

Turdus analis, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 147 (1820J.
Pycnonotua goiavier (Scop.), Myth, Cat. p. 210 ; Horsf. 8r M. Cat.

i, p. 242.

Otocompsa peraonata, Damson, Hume, &'. F. i, p. 457 (1873) ; ii,

p. 333.

Otocompsa analis {Hw»f.), Hume §• Dav. S. F. \i, p. 308 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 452 sex,

Pycnonotus analis (Horsf.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 140 ; Oates, B.
B. iyp. 191 ; id. in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 186 note.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage browu, darker on the head,

and the feathers somewhat paler-edged; wings and tail brown,
edged exteriorly with the colour of the back ; a broad supercHium
white ; lores and feathers on the eyelids black ; ear-coverts pale

brown ; cheeks, chin, and throat whitish ; breast brown with pale

edges ; abdomen whity brown, the sides darker brown ; under tail-

coverts sulphur-yellow.

Legs, feet, claws, and bill black ; iris wood-brown (Hume ^
Davison).

Length about 8 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 3'5 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from
gape -8.

Distribution. Tenasserira, from Mergui southwards. The Malay
peninsula, Sumatra, Java, Lombock, Borneo, Cochin China, and
Siam.

Habits, ^c. The nest of this Bulbul has not yet been taken in

Burma. A nest found at Salang, further south, in February, was
a cup made of dry leaves and twigs lined with grass. It was built

in a bush about six feet from the ground. The eggs were pinkish

marked with maroon and purple and measured about 'SS by "63.

299. Pycnonotus flnlaysoni. Mnlayson's Stripe-throated Bulhul.

Pycnonotus flnlaysoni, Strichl. A. M. N. H. (1) xiii, p. 411 (1844)

;

Blyth, Cat. p. 210; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 244; Wald. P. Z. S.

1 866, -p. 549 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 144 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 193

;

Sakadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen. (2) v, p. 598.

Ixus flnlaysoni (Strickl), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 301 ; Hume 8f Dav.
S. F. VI, p. 307 ; Hume, Cat. no. 452 ter ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf

E. 2nd ed. i, p. 187.

Coloration. Forehead and head, as far back as the eyes, bright

yellow, the feathers edged with ashy brown ; lores black ; above

the lores a narrow orange line ; cheeks, ear-coverts, throat, chin,

and upper neck grey, with bright yellow streaks ; crown and nape
deep grey, the centres of the feathers paler ; upper plumage and
wing-coverts olive-green, the back washed with ashy ; wings dark

brown, broadly edged with olive-green on the outer webs ; tail

olive-green, brighter on the outer webs ; breast, upper abdomen,
and flanks dark ashy, the shafts paler ; middle of abdomen yellowish

grey ; vent and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; edge of wing,

under wing-coverts, and axillaries yellow.
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Bill bluish black, paler at the gape ; mouth dark flesh-colour

;

iris pale brown ; eyelids dark plumbeous ; legs dusky plumbeous ;

claws dark brown.
Length 7'6 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 3-2 ; tarsus -8

; bill from gape 'SS.

Distribution. The whole of Tenasserim east of the Sittoung river

from Toungngoo to the extreme south. The Malay peninsula,

Siam, and Cochin China.

Habits, ^c. Breeds from February to May, constructing a cup-
shaped nest of twigs, grass-roots, and fibres in a bush or sapling.

The eggs, which appear to be always two in number, are pink,

marked with maroon and purple. They measure about -SS by '65.

300. Pycnoaotus davisoni. Davison's Stripe-throated Bulbul.

Ixus davisoni, Hume, 8. F. iii/p. 301 (1875), iv, p. 498 ; Armstrong,
S. F. iv, p. 324 ; Oates, S. F. vii, p. 47 ; Hume, Cat. no. 452 quat.

:

OaUs, S. F. X, p. 209.

Ixus annectens, iValden, A. M. N. H. (4) xv, p. 401 (1876) ; id. in

Biyth's Birds Burm. p. 134 ; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466.
Pycnonotus davisoni {Hwme), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 145 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 194 ; id. in Hvmis N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 188.

Coloration. Resembles P. _^nZa2/som. Differs in having the whole
forehead, crown, nape, sides and back of neck greenish yellow
mottled with grey, caused by the feathers being narrowly margined
by this colour ; the yellow streaks on the cheeks, ear-coverts, chin,

throat, and upper neck in front shorter and less vivid in colonr.

Iris pale yellow ; bare ophthalmic skin and eyelids dark purplish

;

mouth flesh-colour ; bill dark brown ; legs dark plumbeous ; claws
horn-colour.

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 3*2 ; tarsus -8
; bill from gape

•85.

Distribution. The southern half of Pegu west of the Sittoung
river, and from the sea to about the latitude of Pegu town

;

Arrakan, whence Blyth recorded this species under the name of
P. finlaysoni, and where Armstrong procured it at Kyoukhpyoo and
the Borongo Islands near Akyab.

Habits, 6fe. I discovered two nests of this Bulbul in June near
Pegu town. The nest is a flimsy cup made of the stems of small
plants and grass, and is placed in a bush or creeper near the ground.
The eggs, two in number, are pinkish white, marked with reddish
and purple ; they measure about -86 by "63.

301. Pycnonotus melanicterus. The Black-capped Bulbul.

Muscicapa melanictera, Gm. S. N. i, p. 941 (1788).
.iEgithina atricapilla, Vidll. Nov/n. Inct. d'Hist. Nat. i, p. 176 (1816).
Pycnonotus atricapillus (Vieill.), Blyth, Cat. p. 211.
Eubigula melanictera (ffm.), WaM. Ibis, 1866, p. 321 ; Bh/th Ibis

1867, p. 304; Holdsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p^461 ; Legge,S. F. iii'

p. 368 ; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 477 ; Hwne, S. F. vii, p. 387 j id. Cat.
no. 455 his ; Sharpe, Cat. B, M. vi, p, 168.
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Pycnonotus melanicterus (GmX Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 188.

Ka-KaruUa, Ceyl.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and sides of the neck black;
upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-green ; wings brown, the
outer webs olive-green ; tail dark brown, the basal half washed
with green, and all the feathers, except the middle pair, tipped
with white ; whole lower plumage bright yellow, washed with olive

on the sides of the breast and body ; under wing-coverts and edge
of wing yellow.

Iris dull red ; bill black ; legs and feet blackish {Legge).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 2-8
; tarsus -6 ; bill from gape -8.

Distribution. Ceylon, where this species is found up to 5000 feet.

Habits, dfc. A nest found in April is described as a loose struc-

ture of grass and bents built on the top of a stump. The eggs
are reddish white marked with reddish brown and bluish grey, and
measure about '79 by -58.

302. Pycnonotus xantholsemus. The Yellow-throated Btdbul.

Brachypus xantholsemus, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. 8. xiii, pt. 2, p. 122

(1844).

Pycnonotus xantholsemus {Jerd.), Jerdon, III. Ind. Orn. pi. xxxv
;

Blyth, Cat. p. 209 ; Horsf. <§• M. Cat. i, p. 246 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.
vi, p. 146.

1x03 xantholsemus (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 85; Hurne, Cat. no. 453.

The YelloiD-throated Bush Buttiul, Jerd. ; Kondapoda-pigli, Tel.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and sides of the head yellowish

green, the feathers near the nostrils dusky ; chin and throat bright

yellow ; upper plumage grey, the upper tail-coverts tinged with

green ; wings and tail brown, the outer webs washed with yellowish

green, and the tail-feathers tipped with yellowish white; breast

and sides of the neck and of the body grey, turning to whitish on
the abdomen; under tail-coverts and- edge of wing bright yellow;
thighs dull yellovr; under wing-coverts pale yellow.

Bill and legs black ; iris red {Jerdon).

Length about 7'5; tail 3'6; wing 3"3 ; tarsus '8
; bill from gape "8.

Distribution. I have been able to examine only four specimens

of this rare Bulbul. One is labelled " west of Nellore," two
" Eastern Ghats," and the other " Madras." Jerdon, the discoverer

of this species, states that it is only met with in the Eastern Ghats
west of Nellore.

303. Pycnonotus gularis. The Buby- throated Bulbul.

Brachypus gularis, Gotdd, P. Z. S. 1835, p. 186 ; JFoM. Ibis, 186l\

p. 423.

Brachypus ruhineus, Jerdon, Madr. Journ. L. S. x, p. 246 (1839) ; id.

Illuxtr. Ind. Orn. pi. xxxvii.

Pycnonotus gularis (G^ou/rf), Blyth, Cat. p. 211; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 245.

Rubigula gularis {Gould), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 87 ; Hume, Cat. no. 465

;

TOL. I. V
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Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 167 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 402 ;
Damon,

S. F. X, p. 384 ; Maogregor, S. F. x, p. 439 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.

p. 186.

Goloration. Forehead, crown, nape, sides of the head, and the

extreme point of the chin black ; throat ruby-red, the feathers

long and rather bristly; upper plumage yellowish green; wings

brown, the outer webs yellowish green ; tail the same ; lower

plumage bright yellow; under wing-coverts and edge of wing

yellow.

The nestling has the throat brownish, but it acquires the red

feathers at a very early age.

Iris pale cream ; bill and claws black ; legs and feet blackish

plumbeous (Davison) ; iris light yellow (Jerdon).

Length nearly 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3 ; tarsus -55 ; bill from gape -7.

Distribution. The western coast of India from Trarancore up to

about the latitude of Belgaum. This species appears to be rare

and to frequent thick forest.

304. Fycnonotus cyaniventris. The Blue-bellied Bulbul.

Pycnonotus cvaniventris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 792 (1841); id.

Cat. p. 21i;

Ixodia cyaniventris (Bl.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 678.

Ixidia cyaniventris (Bl.), JSorsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 245 ; Hume Sf Dan.
S. F. vi, p. 320 ; Hume, Cat. no. 457 quint.

Rubigula cyaniventris (,BL), 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 169 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 200.

Coloration. The whole head and lower plumage deep slaty blue

;

lores black ; forehead and a streak over the lores paler blue ; under
tail-coverts bright yellow ; upper plumage and wing-ooverts bright

greenish yellow ; tail dark brown, the outer webs greenish yellow
nearly up to the tips ; quills dark brown, all but the first two
primaries broadly edged with greenish yellow ; under wing-coverts

and edge of wing pule yellow.

Legs and feet very dark plumbeous ; claws homy brown, some-
times almost black ; bill black ; iris dark brown, dark plumbeous
slate, and grey-brown {Hume Sf Davison).

Length nearly 6*5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 3 ; tarsus -6 ; bill from
gape -75.

Distribution. The extreme southern point of Tenasserim. This
Bulbul is found iLroughout the Malay peninsula and Sumatra.

305. Pycnonotus luteolus. The White-browed Bulbul.

Hsematornis luteolus, Lesson, Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 354.
Pycnonotus flavirictus, Strickl. A. M. N. H. (1) xiii, p. 413 (1844~> •

Blyth, Cat. ^. 210.
^

^ ^'

Pycnonotus luteolus (Less.), Blyth, Cat, App. p. xxii; Sorsf. ^ M.
Cat. i, p. 243 ; Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 143 ; Oates in Hume'sK Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 189.
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Ixos luteolus (Less.), Jerd. B. 1. ii, p, 84 ; Hume, N. 8f E. p. 283

;

Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 178 ; BM, 8. F. ii, p. 410, iv,

p. 235; Fairbank, S. F. iv, p. 258, v, p. 405; BaU, S. F. vii,

p. 214 ; Hume, Cat. no. 452 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 64 ; BvOer, 8. F.
IX, p. 402 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 384 ; Baiiies, Birds Bom. p. 185

;

Littledale, Joum. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 198.

The White-browed Bush Bulbul, Jerd. ; Poda-pigli, Tel. ; Gulugulutoa,
Ceyl.

Coloration. Upper plumage dull olive-green, tinged with ashy on
the head and with fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts

;

wings and tail brown, washed with green on the outer webs ; front

of forehead, a broad streak from the nostril over the eye and
partially over the ear-coverts, and an indistinct ring round the eye
white ; lores mingled white and black ; a stripe from the base of

the lower mandible and also the point of the chin yellow ; lower
plumage ashy, tinged and somewhat striped with pale yellow, the
breast washed with brown ; vent and under tail-coverts pale

yellow ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing yellow.

Bill blackish ; legs dark plumbeous ; iris blood-red (Jerdon).

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 8-3 ; tarsus 9 ; bill from gape
•95.

Distribution. The peninsula of India, from Baroda on the west
and Midnapore on the east down to Cape Oomorin ; Ceylon. Eare
or absent on the Deccan tableland and throughout the greater part

of the Central Provinces.

Habits, <^c. Nests of this Bulbul have been found near Bombay
in June and September. The nest is a loose structure of twigs

lined with grass built in a bush or low tree. The eggs are pinkish

white marked with reddish brown, and measure about "95 by '^3.

306. Pycnonotus blanfordi. Blanford's Bulbul.

Pycnonotus blanfordi, Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 20 ; Anders. Yunnan
Exped., Aves, p. 659 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 151 ; Oates, B. B.
i, p. 195 ; id. in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i. p. 190.

Pycnonotus familiaris, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxxi, p. 343 (1862).

Microtarsus blanfordi (Jerd.), Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 125.

Ixus blanfordi {Jerd.), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 134 ; Oates, 8. F. v,

p. 156; Wardlaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466; Hume, Cat. no. 462
quint. ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 210.

Coloration. Upper plumage earthy brown with an olive tinge,

washed with fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts; the

centres of the feathers of the head deeper brown ; wings and tail

brown, the outer webs of the same colour as the back ; lores,

cheeks, and chin dull white tinged with ashy ; ear-coverts silvery

white ; lower plumage pale brown on the breast, streaked an!
mottled with pale fulvous, entirely fulvous on the abdomen and
under tail-coverts ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing yellowishs

fulvous.

The iris varies from yellowish brown to red ; eyelids plumbeous ;

v2
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bill brown, paler at base of lower mandible and gape; mouth

flesh-colour; legs plumbeous ; claws horn-colour.
" Length nearly 8; tail 3-2; wing 3'2; tarsus -85; bill from

gape '85.

Bistrihution. Pegu, from near Eangoon northwards, extending

through Tipper Burma along the valley of the Irrawaddy to Bhamo.

The lateral limits are undefined at present. This is a bird of the

plains and lower hills only.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to June or July, coustructing a neat

Sup-like nest of herbaceous stalks and grass with a few dead leaves

in a bush or low tree. The eggs, three in number, are pink marked
with purplish red, and measure "82 by -6.

This Bulbul has a very harsh note when disturbed, at which
time it erects the short feathers of its head.

307. Pycnonotns plumosus. The Large Olive Bulbul.

rycnonotus plumosus, Btyth, J. A. S. S. xiv, p. 567 (1845) ; id. Cat.

p. 210 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 152 ; Oatea, B. B. i, p. 196 ; id.

in Swim's N. SrU. 2nd ed. i, p. 191, note.

Brachypus plumosus (Blyth), Ttoeedd, Ibis, 1877, p. 306.

Ixus plumosus (Blyth), Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 309 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 452 sept.

Coloration. Forehead and crown dark greyish brown, each
feather margined with olive-green ; upper plumage olive-green

;

wings and tail dark brown, the outer webs washed with bright

olive-green ; lores dajrk brown ; cheeks and chin dull whity brown
;

ear-coverts dark brown with white shafts ; lower plumage ashy
brown, slightly mottled and streaked with dull ochraceous ; under
wing- and tail-coverts and edge of wing brighter ochraceous.

Legs and feet reddish brown, darker in some, paler in others
;

bill almost black ; iris varying from burnt sienna-brown to dark
cinnabar-red {Hume 6f Davison).

Length nearly 8 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus -85
; bill from

gape -85.

Distribution. The southern portion of Tenasserim as far north
as Mergui. The Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and Cochin
China.

Habits, Sfc. A nest found by Davison at Kossoom in the Malay
peninsula was of the ordinary Bulbul type, and placed in a dense
clump of cane neor the ground. The eggs are pink marked with
red and purple, atd measure about -9 by -66.

308. Pycnonotus simplex. Maoris Olive Bulbul.

Pycnonotua simplex, Less. Bev. Zool. 1839, p. 167 ; Sharpe, Cat. B.
M. vi, p. 153, pi. ix ; Gates, B. B. i, p. 196 : id. in Hume's A', it E.
2nd ed. i, p. 192, note.

Pycnonotus brunneus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 5fc'8 (1845) ; id. Cat.
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Microtarsus olivaceus, Moore in Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 249 (1854).
Ixus bninneus {Bl), Hume 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 312 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 452 Oct.

Coloration. Upper plumage brown with a greenist tinge, and
slightly fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and
tail brown, the outer webs washed with the colour of the back

;

the whole lower plumage bufify brown, slightly streaked darker in
places with ochraceoua ; under tail-coverts dark ochraceous with
paler edges ; uuder wing-coverts and edge of wing ochraceous
yellow.

Legs and feet fleshy or reddish brown, in some lighter, in some
darker ; the upper mandible dark horny brown ; lower mandible
somewhat paler ; the iris varies—orange-red, pale red, whity pink
{Hume S[ Bavison).

Length about 7 ; tail 3'2 ; wing 3-2 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from
gape '8.

Distribution. Southern Tenasserim up to about Mergui. The
Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo.

Habits, Sfc. A nest found by Davison at Klang, in the Malay
peninsula, was placed in a sapling about six feet from the ground,
and contained two eggs, which measured -89 by -62.

309. Pycnonotus pnsillns. The Small Olive Bulbul.

Pycnonotus pusillus, Salmdori, Ucc. Born. p. 200 (1874) ; Sharpe,
Cat. B. M. vi, p. 155, pi. x (nee Blyth).

Ixua pusillus {Salvad.), Hume ^ Bav. S. F. vi, p. 312 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 452 nov.

Pycnonotus salvadorii, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, App. p. 401 (1881) ;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 197.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-

brown, tinged with rufescent on the rump and upper tail-coverts

;

tail rufescent ; wings brown, the outer webs washed with the

colour of the back ; lores and sides of the head ashy brown ; chin
and throat ashy white ; breast and sides of the body ashy brown
washed with fulvous ; abdomen, vent, and under taiWoverts dusky
yellow; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale ochraceous yellow.

In life this bird has a vivid orange ring round the eye, but no trace

of this is discernible in dried skins.

Legs, feet, and clav s pale reddish horny ; iris crimson ; bill

black
; gape and base of lower mandible, shelf above nostrils, and

Ophthalmic ring vivid orange-yellow {Hume &[ Bavison).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 3 ; wing 2-9 ; tarsus "6 ; bill from
gape -75.

Distribution. The extreme southern point of Tenasserim ; the

Malay peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo.
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Genus MICEOPUS, Swains., 1837.

The genus Micropus may be recognized by its very ample and
lengthened upper tail-coverts, rounded tail, and the extraordinary

development of the feathers of the lower back and rump, which
are moreover barred with black : in this latter respect Mieropus
shows great affinities for Pinarocichla.

In Micropug the feathers of the head are exceedingly short and
glossy. The bill is about half the length of the head, and the
rictal bristles are well developed. The plumage of all the species

is very pleasing. They inhabit forest country or well-wooded
tracts, and they are generally abundant wherever they are found.
Nothing whatever is known regarding their nests and eggs.

Fig. 91.—Tail of M. melanooephaUts.

Key to the Species.

a. Head entirely black,

a'. Lower plumage yellow M. mehnocepJudus, p. 294.
b'. Lower plumage bluish grey M, cinereiventris, p. 295.

b. Crown of head dusky or bluish grey, not
black.

c'. Upper tail-coverts yellow M. fugeiflavescem, p. 295.
d'. Upper tail-coverts 'bluish grey M. phaocephalus, p. 296.

310. Kicropus melanocephalns. TTie Black-headed Bulhul.

Lanius melanocephalus, Om. S. N. i, p. 809 (1788).
Braohypodiusmelanocerfialus (Cw.), Blj/th, Cat. p. 211 ; Horsf. ^
M. Cat. i, p. 248 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 136; Armatroruf, S. F.
iv, p. S24 ; Hume ^ Bav. S. F. y\, p. 318 : Hume, Cat. no. 467
bis; Gates, Ai^.x, p. 210.

Micropus melanocephalus (Crm.), Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. vi, p 65 •

Gates, 5. 5. i, p. 181.
'

Coloration. The whole head as far back as the nape and the
lower edge of the throat glossy black ; with this exception the
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whole plumage is olive-yellow, brighter and more yellow on the
lower part of the abdomen, the tail-coverts (both upper and lower),
and the tips of the rump-feathers, which latter are also barred
with black ; these bars are only visible when the feathers are dis-

arranged, merely a few black patches being evident at other
times ; primaries and their coverts entirely black ; secondaries
black, edged externally with olive-yellow ; tertiaries black on their

inner and olive-green on their outer webs ; tail olive-green for
about two thirds of its length, then broadly black and finally broadly
tipped with bright yellow.

Bill black ; mouth pale blue ; iris blue ; legs plumbeous.
Length about 7 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus -5 ; bill from

gape -8.

Distribution. Dacca ; Tipperah ; Arrakan ; the southern portion
of Pegu ; Karennee ; the whole of Tenasserim except the highest

hills.

This bird extends down the Malay peninsula to Sumatra, .lava,

Borneo, and Palawan.

311. Micropus cinereiventris. The Grey-bellied Bulbul.

Brachypodius cinereoventris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 676 (1846) ;

Wald. in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 136 ; Hume 8r Bav. S. F. vi,

p. 819 ; Hume, Cat. no. 457 quat. ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 210 ; Hume,
S. F. xi, p. 180.

Micropus cinereiventris (Bl^, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 67 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 182.

Coloration. Eesembles M. raelanocephalus. Differs in having the

breast, upper part of abdomen, hind neck, and sometimes the

upper part of the back bluish grey, and in having the primaries

narrovfly edged with olive-green on the outer webs.

Iris blue ; eyelids grey ; bill black ; mouth dusky fleshy ; legs

and claws brownish black.

Length about 7; tail 2-9; wing 3*15; tarsus "6; bill from

gape -85.

Distribution. Cachar ; Tipperah; Dacca; Toungngoo; southern

Pegu about Eangoon and the valley of the Pegu river. This

Bulbul has also been observed at Tonka, Salang, and Malacca

in the Malay peninsula.

312. Micropus fasciflavescens. The Andaman Black-headed

Bulbul.

Brachypodius melanocephalus (Gm.), apud Ball, J. A. S. B. xli,

pt. 11, p. 284; id. S. F. i, p. 71.

Brachvpodius fuscoflavescens, Hume, S. F. i, p. 297 (1873) ; Wald.

Ms, 1873, p. 806 ; Hwme, 8. F. ii, p. 224 ; id. Cat. no. 457 ter.

Micropus fusciflavescens (Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 66.

Coloration. Eesembles M. melanoeephalus. Differs in having the

whole head dusky olive-green, the chin and central portion of the
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throat only being a dark glossy brown or black ; in the abdomen

and under tail-coverts being very bright yellow ; in the reduced

size of the subterminal black bars on the tail-feathers, and the

cofresjjondiug expansion of the olive-green on them; and in the

primaries, except the first two, being edged with olive-green. >

Iris bluish white ; bill bluish slate ( Wardlaw Ramsay). Iris

pale blue ; bill nearly black ; legs and feet plumbeous {Hume).

Length about 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3; tarsus -6; bill froip gape -85.

Distribution. The South Andaman Island, where this bird

appears to be abundant. I have seen specimens procured at Port

Blair, Port Mouat, and Aberdeen.

313. KEicropns pliaeoceplialtis. The Grey-headed Bulbul.

Brachypus poiocephalus, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. x, p. 246 (1839).

Brachypodius poiocephalus {Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 212 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 89 ; Hume, Cat. no. 467 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 402 ; Davison,

8. F. X, p. 384 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 186.

Micropus phseocephalus {Jerd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. (38.

CoZoratioJi. Forehead olive-yellow ; chin blackish ; cheeks greyish

yellow ; remainder of head clear bluish grey ; upper side of neck,

back, and scapulars oli\e-green ; rump-feathers black with broad

pale yellow tips ; upper tail-coverts and the four middle tail-

feathers bluish grey with dark shafts, the others black, broadly

edged on both webs and tipped with bluish grey, the whole suffused

with olive-green on the basal two thirds of their length ; wings

black, all the quills and coverts margined with olive-green, the

outer webs of the tertiaries being entirely of this colour ; breast,

abdomen, and flanks oil-yellow ; under tail-coverts bluish grey.

Iris blue-grey ; bill pale green ; legs and feet fleshy tinged

orange ; claws dusky {Da,vison).

Length about 7 ; taU 2-9 ; wing 2-9 ; tarsus -6 ; bill from

gape •75.

Distrihition. The western coast of India from about Anjango in

Travancore to the vicinity of Belgaum. This appears to be a rare

bird. Jerdon states that it is found' from near the sea-level to

about 2000 feet of elevatioji. Davison met with it near Coonoor
and in the Wynaad, and Butler records it from the forests south-

west of Belgaum.

Genus KELAARTIA, Blyth, ^<Z« Jerdon, 1863.

The single species of Kelaartia is peculiar to Ceylon. It is

characterized by the pointed feathers constituting the supercilium,

and by the rounded feathers on the crown, the two forming a
strong contrast.

The tarsus is in this genus rather longer than is usual among
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the Bulbuls, but it does uot exceed ia length the middle toe aud
claw.

The Yellow-eared Bulbul appears to be a denizen of the forests

of the hilly parts of the island.

314. Kelaartia penicillata. The Yellow-eared Bulbul.

Pycnonotus penicillatus, £/^th, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 178 (1851).

Kelaartia peuicillata {Blytli), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 86 ;
HoMsxo. P. Z. S.

] 872, p. 4o0 ; Legge, S. F. iv, p. 245 ; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 480, pi. 21,

tip:. 1 ; Iluttxe, Vat. no. 454 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 162.

Fig. 92.—Head ol' K. penicillata.

Coloration. Forehead and crown dark brown or blackish, each

feather very narrowly edged with ashy ; a narrow white line from
the nostril to the upper part of the eye ; a broad yellow streak

from the upper part of the eye to the nape ; chin and upper part

of cheeks white ; lores, lower part of cheeks, and ear-coverts black,

the latter part with a lengthened streak of yellow down the

middle ; a large slaty-blue spot on the side of the neek, touching

the ear-coverts ; upper plumage olive-green ; wings and tail dark

brown, the outer webs washed with olive-green ; the whole lower

plumage, except the chin, deep yellow, washed with olive on the

breast and sides of the body ; under wing-coverts aud edge of wing

yellow.

Iris red mingled with brown, or red deepening to brown next

the pupil ; tarsi and feet dark leaden blue ; bill black {Legge),

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 3-2 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from

gape 'SS.

Distribution. Ceylon, where this bird is found up to about 4000

feet. Jerdon was under the impression that he procured this

species in Mysore, but its occurrence in Southern India has not

been confirmed.
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Fig. 93.

—

Sitia himalat/mm.

Family SITTIDtE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, or the

upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, com-

posed of two entire longitudinal lamina ; wing with ten primaries

;

tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the

lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper

edge is to the culmen j plumage of the nestling resembling that of

the adult female, but paler ; nostrils overhung by some hairs

;

rictal bristles present ; rectrices twelve ; hind toe and inner front

toe very unequal in length ; sexes generally different in colour ; an

autumn moult only.
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The Nuthatches are a well-defined group of small climbing birds

allied in many respects to the Craterojoodidw. The habit of climb-

ing, however, has caused the hind toe to be greatly developed and
the inner front toe to be dwarfed.

In the Sittidce the bill is about as long as the head, stout and
straight. The nostrils are covered with some hairs, and the rictal

bristles are strong. The wing is rather pointed, and the first pri-

mary is always less than half the length of the second. The tail

is short and square or very slightly rounded.

The Nuthatches feed on insects and hard fruits such as nuts.

They nest in the holes of trees or rocks, and they generally employ

mud to reduce the size of the entrance to their nest. They are

non-migratory, and for the most part of limited distribution.

Eleven species are found in India.

Genus SITTA, Linn., 1766.

The characters of this, the only genus of Nuthatches represented

in India, are the same as those of the family.

Fig. 94.—Head of S. oinnamomeiventris.

Key to the Species.'

a. Upper plumage uniform bluish.

a'. Middle pair of tail-feathers white at

base S. Mmalayensis, p. 300.

b'. Middle pair of tail-feathers uniform,

without any white.

a'' Lateral tail-feathers with white

spots.

a'". Under tail-coverts white, tipped

with chestnut.

a*. Lower plumage chestnut.

o^ The chestnut of the lower

plumage of uniform colour

from throat to vent S. einnamomeiventris,

b'. The chestnut of the lower [p. 301

parts paler on the throat and
breast than on the abdomen. S. negleota, p. 301

.

6". Lower plumage grey S. nagaensis, p. 302.

b'". Under tail-coverts chestnut, tipped

with white S. magna, p. 303.

c'". Under tail-coverts chestnut, cen-

tred with ashy ; no white,

c*. Lower plumage paler ; size large,

wing .3'3 S. kashmirensis, p. 303.
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61^. liowef plumage darker; size

i-mall, wing under 3 8. castanekentria, p. 304.

b''. Lateral tail-feathers without white
spots ; marked with rufous S. tephronota, p. 305.

b. Upper plumage slaty blue ; crown black. . 8. leucopsis, p. 806.

c. Crown and back black, streaked with bril-

liant blue 8.formosa, p. 306.
d. Upper plumage uniform purplish blue

;

forehead black ^. frontalis, p, 307.

315. Sitta himalayensis. The White-tailed Nuthatch.

Sitta himalayensis, Jard. 8r 8elby, III. Orn. iii, pi. 144 (1835^ ; Horsf.

^ M. Cat. ii, p. 720 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 38.5 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xli,

pt. ii, p. 56 ; Hume, N. Sr E. p. 161 ; Hume, Cat. no. 248 ; 8cully,

8. F. viii, p. 262 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 349 ; Oates in Htime's

iV^. §• ^. 2nd ed. i, p. 192.

Sitta nipalensis, Hcdys. J. A. 8. B. v, p. 779.

Sitta himalayana (Jard. 8f 8elby), Blyth, Cat. p. 190.

8iddyl-phip, Lepoh.

Coloration. Male. The forehead, lores, and a streak behind
the eye, produced down the side of the neck to the shoulders,

black ; an indistinct eyebrow fulvous-white ; upper plumage and
w iiig-coverts dark slaty blue, somewhat paler on the head ; pri-

maries and secondaries dark brown, edged with slaty blue ; tertiaries

wholly of this colour ; middle pair of iail-feathers slaty bine, the

basal half of the inner web and a band next the shaft on the outer

web white; the next two pairs wholly black ; the next black, with

an ashy tip ; the next black, with an oblique white band and an
ashy tip ; the outermost similar, but with more vhite; sides of the
face below the black streak and the chin pale fulvous ; the lower
plumage from the chin downvrards chestnut, gradually getting
darker and becoming rich chestnut on the flanks and under tail-

coverts ; under wing-coverts black, followed by a white patch on
the primaries visible only from below.

Female, liesembles the male, but is somewhat paler beneath.

Legs and feet olive-brown ; soles olive-yellow ; iris pale brown

;

bill black, the gape and part of the lower mandible bluish white
(Hume'),

Length nearly 5 ; tail 1'6 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus -7
j bill from gape

•75.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Kangra to Bhvitan
at elevations of from 5000 to about 10,000 feet, occasionally 11,000
feet, at which altitude Blanford procured a specimen in" Sikhim.
Godwin-Austen also procured this species at Aimul in the Mani-
pur hills.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in the Himalayas from April to June, making
a nest of moss in a hole of a tree at nc great height from the
ground, and laying five or six eggs, which are white marked with
red, and measure -72 by "SS.
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316. Sitta cinnamomeiventris. The CinnamoiirhelUed Nuthatch.

Sitta cinnamoventris, Sli/ZJi, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 459; id. Cat. p. 189;
Horsf. 1^ M. CcA. ii, p. 722.

Sitta cinnamomeoventris, Jerd. B. I. i, p. 387 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B.
xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99, xlv, pt. ii, p. 71 ; Ilurnie, Cat. no. 251;
Oadoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 351 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 263 ; Hvme,
S. F. xi, p. 86 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. 1, p. 193.

Sisi, Hind. ; Sidhyi-phip, Lepoh.

Coloration. Male. The lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and chin

white, delicately barred with brown ; a broad black band from the
nostrils through the eyes to the shoulders ; apper plumage and
wing-covert-s ashy blue ; quills black edged with ashy blue, the

edgings on the primaries being confined to the median part of the

web : the secondaries more broadly margined, the tertiaries almost

wholly ashy blue; middle tail-feathers ashy blue, the next t\\o

black, edged and tipped with ashy blue, the others with a snb-

terminal white patch on the inner webs, and generally with a

white band on the outer web of the outermost j sides of neck and
the lower plum^ige intensely deep cinnamon-chestnut; under tail-

coverts white, narrowly tipped with chestnut, the bases of the

feathers ashy; under wing-coverts black, followed by a white patch

at the base of the primaries only visible from below.

Female. Similar to the male, except that the lower plumage is

dull pale chestnut.

Bill black ; base of lower mandible and of culmen bluish grey-

horny ; iris hazel-brown ; feet dingy plumbeous (Soully).

Length about 6 ; tail 1-8
; wing 3"2

; tarsus -7 ; bill from
gape 1.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Murree to Di-
brugarh at moderate altitudes. Jerdon found this species in Sikhim

from 2000 to 6000 feet; Scully states that it is common in the

central woods of the Nepal valley, and Brooks says that in the lower

hills between Mussooree and Gaugotri it is the prevailing Nuthatch.

Godwin-Austen procured it in the Khasi hills, Hume on the

Eastern hills of Manipur, and my men got it at Bhdmo iu Upper
Burma.

Hapits, Sfc. Gammie found the nest in Sikhim at 2000 feet eleva-

tion. It was in a bole of a decaying bamboo about tvs'enty feet

from the ground, and contained four eggs, which were not preserved.

The joint of the bamboo which contained the nest was filled up
with alternate layers of green moss and bark. The nest, which

was placed on the top of this, was a small pad composed of fine

moss and fur mixed with a few feathers and the wings of

insects.

317. Sitta neglecta. The Burmese Nuthatcli.

Sitta neglecta, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 218 (1870) ; Hume, S. F.
iii, p. 87 ; Hwme 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 201 ; Hume, Cat. no. 250 bis

;
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Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 171 ; Gadov), Cat. B. M. viii, p. 349

;

Oates, B. B. \, p. 131 ; id. in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 193.

Coloration. Similar to Sitta, einnamomeiventris. Differs in having

the throat and breast much paler than the abdomen and not con-

colorous with it, and in having the white of the chin, cheeks, and
ear-coverts blending with the rufous of the throat and breast, and
not sharply defined from it. The sexes of both species differ in

the same relative manuer.
Iris brown ; upper mandible bluish black, lower plumbeous ;

legs and feet dark plumbeous j claws horn-colour.

Length about 5"5 ; tail 1'7; wing 3'2; tarsus '75; bill from
gape -9.

Distribution. Throughout Pegu and Tenasserim, up to the Irra-

waddy river on the west and to Karennee and the Salween river on
the east, and extending south to the latitude of Muleyit mountain
on both sides of the range.

Habits, ^e. Bingham found the nest in Tenasserim on the 21st

March, with five young birds, in a hole of a branch of a dead tree.

The hole was about 6 inches deep, and the mouth of the hole was
plastered and reduced in size by an edging of clay.

318. Sitta nagaensis. Austen's Nuthatch.

Sitta nagaensis, Oodjv.-Aust P. Z. S. 1874, p. 44 ; id, J. A. 8. B.
xliii, pt. ii, p. 167, pi. iv ; Surm, Cat. no. 248 ter ; Gadow, Cat.

B. M. viii, p. 344.

Coloration. Male. The lores and a band through the eyes down
the sides of the neck black ; upper plumage slaty blue ; wings
dark brown edged with slaty blue, the tertiaries wholly of this

colour ; middle tail-feathers slaty blue ; the next pair black, with
some slaty at base and tip ; the next black, tipped with slaty on
the outer web and whitish on the inner ; the next two the same,
with a broader white tip, subterminal on the inner web ; outer-

most feather the same, but with a white band on the outer web ;

sides of the head and neck and the lower plumage grey ; sides of

the body rich chestnut ; under tail-coverts white, tipped and edged
with chestnut; under wing-coverts black, followed by a white
patch at the base of the primaries visible only from below.

It is not known if the female differs from the male, but it pro-
bably will be found to do so.

Bill black above, grey below ; iris dark brown ; legs green-black
(Godwin-Austen).

Length about 5 ; tail 1-6 ; wing 3 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape
•75.

Distribution. Procured by Godwin-Austen at Sopvomah in the
N^ga Hills, on the watershed, at 6000 feet. Several specimens
were obtained at the time.
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319. Sitta magna. The Oiant Nuthatch.

8itta magna, Wardlaw Ramsay, P. Z. S, 1876, p. 677, pi. Ixiii; Hume
S. F. V, p. 343 ; Wardlaw Hamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 465 ; Hume Sr

Dav. S. F. vi, p. 201 ; Hume, Cat. no. 248 quat. ; Oates, B. B.
i, p. 133 ; Oadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 345.

Coloration. Female. Two broad black bands from the nostrils

through the eyes to the shoulders ; the space within these smoky-
grey, paling on the hind neck ; upper plumage slaty blue ; wings
brown, edged with slaty blue ; middle tail-feathers slaty blue

;

the next two pairs black with a slaty-blue tip; the next two
black, with a subterminal patch of white and a slaty-blue tip ; the
outermost pair the same, but with a band of white on the outer
web ; lores, sides of the head, chin, and throat whitish ; lower
plumage smoky grey ; thighs, vent, and under tail-coverts chestnut,

the latter broadly tipped with white ; under wing-coverts black,

followed by a white patch at the base of the primaries only visible

from below. The male is not known.
In the dry skin the bill is bluish, paler below; legs fleshy

brown.
Length aboub 8 ; tail 2-7 ; wing 4-6 ; tarsus -9 ; bill from

gape 1"3.

Distribution. The unique specimen from which this species was
described was procured by Wardlaw Eamsay in Karennee, or near
its western borders, in January. This bird has not again been met
with.

320. Sitta kashmirensis. Broohs's Nuthatch.

Sitta cashmirensis, Brooks, Proc. A. 8. B. 1871, p. 209 ; id. J. A.
S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 75 ; Hume, Cat. no. 248 bis ; Gadow, Cat.

B. M. viii, p. 352.

Coloration. Upper plumage and wings slaty blue ; a black band
from the nostrils to the shoulders through the eyes ; chin and sides

of the face dull white tinged with fulvous ; throat more fulvous,

the lower plumage gradually becoming deeper and turning to deep
chestnut on the abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts ; middle
tail-feathers ashy blue ; the next two pairs black, edged and tipped

with ashy ; the next two black, with a subterminal white spot on
the inner web ; the outermost feather black, vidth a white patch on
each web and a brown tip ; under wing-coverts blackish, followed

by a white patch on the primaries visible only from below ; some
traces of ashy are generally visible on the centres of the feathers

of the under tail-coverts.

Length about 5 ; tail 1-7; wing 3*3; tarsus "7; bill from gape
•95.

Distribution. I have examined specimens of this species procured

at Hirpur and Gulmiirg in Kashmir, at Murree, and at Byan
Kheyl in Afghanistan. Brooks notes it in his original description

as coming from the pine-forests of Kashmir.
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Habits, Sfc. Wardlaw Eamsay states that this bird breads in the

Hariab District of Afghanistan in May.

321. Sltta castaneiventris. Thi Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch.

Sitta castaneoventris, Franhl. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 121 ; Blyth, Cut.

p. 190 ; Hofsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 721 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 386; Ball,

S. F. vii, p. 209 ; Hume, Cut. no. 260 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 300

;

Davison, S. F. x, p. 363 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 351 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 140 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2iid ed. i, p. 194.

Coloration. Male. A black streak from the nostril through the

eye to the shoulder ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and chin white

;

the whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, and visible portion of

closed wings slaty blue ; the whole lower plumage uniforji dark

chestnut-bay; under tail-cover! s chestnut centred with ashy;

under wing-coverts black, followed by a white patch on the pri-

maries visible only from below ; middle tail-feathers asiiy blue

;

the next two black, edged and tipped v^ith ashy blue; the olhers

M'ith a subterminal white patch on the inner webs, and generally

with a white band on the outer web of the outermost feather.

Female. Eesembles the male, but is pale chestnut below, and the

white on the face is not so sharply defined.

Legs and feet dark greenish plumbeous ; base of lower mandible

and base of culmen at forehead pale plumbeous ; rest of bill black

;

iris dark brown {Davison).

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 1'5
; wing 3 ; tarsus "7 ; bill

from gape "85.

Distinguished from S. cinnamomeiventris by its smaller size,

paler coloration below, and by the different colour of the under
tail-coverts.

Distribution. The greater portion of the continent of India, from
the base of the Himalayas to the Wynaad. The western limits

appear to be a line roughly drawn from UmbaUa through Dungarpur
in the Meywar State to Khandesh ; and the eastern, a line drawn
north and south through the Eajmehal hills.

Habits, ^-c. Probably a resident in the whole of the above

tract. The nest has been found at Umballa, Allahabad, and Sitapur,

in which places the breeding-season appears to extend from Feb-
ruary to September. This nest is merely a few dead leaves at the

bottom of a hole in a tree, the entrance to which is, as usunl,

reduced in size by the application of mud-plaster. The eggs are

four in number, white, marked, chiefly at the large end, with brick-

red and reddish lilac, and they measure '67 by '52.

Three distinct species of Eock-Nuthatches have hitherto been
confounded together. S. syriaca, Ehrenb., from Syria, may be
known by its large size, wing 3-8, first primary 1-3, and bv the
absence of all fuhous on the tail. S. neumayeri, Michah., may be
distinguished from S. syriaca by its smaller size, wing 3 to 3-3

first primary 1-0, and by the presence of a large amount of fulvous
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on the tail. It occurs in Macedonia, Turkey, and Asia Minor.
Both these species have the chin, throat, breast, and sides of the
head pure white.

The third species, S. tejahronota, which occurs from Persia to

Central Asia, is of about the same size as S. neumayeri, but has the
chin, throat, breast, and sides of the head pale fulvous, the tail is

marked with fulvous as in that species, and the upper plumage is

a pale ashy blue.

322. Sitta tephronota. The Eastern Eoek Nuthatch.

Sitta syriaca (Ehrenb.), in part, apud Horsf. 8f M. Cat. ii, p. 721 ; See-

hohm, Ibis, 1883, p. 21 ; Oadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. MQ.
Sitta tephronota, Sharpe, A. M. N. H. (4) x, p. 450 (1872) ; Oates

in Bume's N. ^ K 2nd ed. i, p. 196.

Sitta rupicola, Blanf. Ibis, 1873, p. 87 ; id. E. Pers. ii, p. 225,
pt. XV, flg. 2.

Sitta neumayeri, Michah. in part, Hume, Cat. no. 248 quint.

;

Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 345 ; Barnes, S. F. ix, pp. 216, 453.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, secondaries,

and tertiaries ashy blue; a broad black band from the nostril

through the eye to the shoulder ;
primaries pale brown ; central

tail-feathers pale ashy blue, the others brown, broadly edged with

pale ashy blue on the outer webs, this colour gradually changing
to pale fulvous, the outermost feather having the inner web brown
with a fulvous tip and the outer web fulvous with a brown tip

;

sides of the head and the lower plumage fulvous, pale on the

throat and sides of the head, gradually getting darker and be-

coming strongly tinged with pink on the lower abdomen, vent,

flanks, and under tail-coverts, these last being centred with ashy.

Bill horny brown, darker at tip ; legs clay-slate {Barnes) ; iris

dark brown {Murray).

Length about 6'5 ; tail 2'1; wing 3 to 3'6 ; tarsus -9 ; biU

from gape 1*1.

Distribution. Apparently common in Baluchistan, but not yet

known to occur in Bind or the Punjab. To the west this species

extends to Persia, and to the north through Afghanistan to

Elashghar and Central Asia.

Habits, Sfc. Confined chiefly, if not entirely, to rocks, over which

it climbs with great facility. Breeds in Afghanistan in March

and April. According to Barnes the nest is constructed in the

holes both of rocks and trees. "When a rock is selected, the hole

is lined with agglutinated mud and resin, this material being

carried out in the form of a cone to a distance of fully eight inches

from the rock. The nest is usually lined with camel-hair. The

bird has a great fondness for ornamentation, and decorated its nest

for some distance round with feathers. The eggs are four or five

in number, smooth, and only moderately glossy. The ground-

colour is pure white, and the egg is thinly speckled, chiefly at the

large end, with pale red. In size the eggs average -87 by -57.

TOIi. I. X
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323. Sitta leuoopsis. The White-cheeleed Nuthatch.

Sitta leucopsis, GouU, P.Z.S. 1849, p. 113; Rorsf.^M. Cat. ii,

p. 721 ; Jerd. B. I. \, p. 385 ; Stoliozka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii,

p. 26 ; Hume, N. 8f K p. 161 ; Hume § Hend. Lah. to Yark.

p. 181 ; Hume, Cat. no. 249 ; Oadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 352

;

Oates in Hurm'i N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 196.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and a part of the sides of

the neck glossy black ; upper plumage and the visible portions of

the closed wings slaty blue ; middle pair of tail-feathers slaty blue,

the others black, tipped with slaty blue, and the three outer pairs

with at subterminal patch of white on the inner web, the outer-

most pair also with a band of white on the outer web ; sides of the

head and lower plumage white, more or less tinged with pale

fulvous ; flanks and under tail-coverts rich chestnut. The female

is similar to the male.

Iris brown ; upper mandible and margins and point of the lower

black; remainder of lower mandible whitish homy ; legs brownish
green (Wardlaw Ramsay).

Length about 5'5; tail 1*7; wing 3; tarsus -7; bill from
gape 'H.

Distribution. Throughout the N.W. Himalayas from Mussooree
and Derali to Hazdra and the whole of Kashmir at considerable

elevations. Brooks says that this Nuthatch is common above

Derali near the snows in the pine-forests ; Biddulph remarks that

it is a permanent resident in Q-ilgit, and breeds at 10,000 feet

;

and ScuUy informs us that he obtained this bird in Grilgit only

from the beginning of April to September, and that it is never

seen in the lower parts of the vaUey away from pine-forests. It

extends into Afghanistan, where Wardlaw Eamsay found it on
the Safed-Koh range above 7000 feet, breeding.

Habits, (^c. Stoliczka, who found this bird to be comm.on near

Chini, observes that it feeds chiefly on the seeds of Pinus gerard-

iana, and that its voice is a loud, uniform, malancholy call, uttered

while it is busily engaged in securing a pine-seed in the bark of a

large tree.

Oapt. Cock took the eggs of this bird at Sonamurg in Kashmir
late in May and early in Juue. The eggs are coloured normally
and measure about "7 by -55.

324. Sitta formosa. The Beautiful Nuthatch.

Sitta formosa, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 938 (1843) ; Bl^h, CW.p. 189

;

Jei-d. B. I.i,ip.S87; Hume, Cat. no. 252; Oadow, Cat. B. M.
viii, p. 357.

Tiihe Kuyi gumbo, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and the side of the
neck black, streaked with cobalt-blue on the crown, nape, and
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lower back, with whitish blue on the upper back and Bides of neck;
sides of the head and chin fulvous-white, the feathers round the
eye and over the ear-coverts more or less black at their bases;
wings black ; lesser vi'ing-coverts, edges of the winglet, primary-
coverts, primaries, and secondaries bright blue ; the edges of the

median and greater coverts and tertiaries white ; scapulars, back,

and rump v6rdigris-blue ; lower plumage dull chestnut; middle
tail-feathers blue, with the portion near the shaft black ; the next
two pairs black, edged with blue ; the others black, with white
tips progressively larger, the margin of the tips of the exterior

webs pale blue.

Bill blackish ; legs greenish horny, with yellow soles ; iris dark
brown (Jerdon).

Length about 7*5 ; taU 2-3 ; wing 4 ; tarsus '85
; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. Sikhim, probably not descending to a lower level

than Darjiling, where Tickell, as recorded by Jerdon, procured a

specimen. Mandelli's men procured a large series in Sikhim, and
I note that they were killed both in summer and winter. This bird

has been obtained at Asalu in the Khdsi hills, and also at Tordpiitu

Peak in the Daphla hills at 5000 feet, in both cases by Grodwin-
Austen.

325. Sitta frontalis. The Velvet-fronted Blue Nuthatch.

Sitta frontalis, Horsf. Trans, Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 163 (1821) ; Oadow,
Cat. B. M. viii, p. 358 : Oates, B. B. i, p. 134 ; id. in Hume^s
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 196.

Sitta corallina, Hodgs. J. A. 8. B. v, p. 779 (1836).
Dendrophila frontalis (Horsf.), Blyth, Cat. p. 190 ; H. Sf M. Oat. ii,

p. 722 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 388 ; Hume, N. Sf E. p. 181 ; id. S. P. vii,

p. 459 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 530 ; Hume, Cat. no. 253 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 140.

Dendrophila corallina {Hodgs.), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 89 ; Sharpe, t. c.

p. 436 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 633.

Coloration. The male has a broad band on the forehead and a

long supercilium black; the whole upper plumage and wing-

coverts blue ; wing blackish brown, edged on the outer webs with

blue, except the first two primaries, the tertiaries almost entirely

blue; middle tail-feathers blue, the others blackish, edged and
tipped with blue ; ear-coverts lilac ; chin and throat whitish

;

lower plumage greyish lilac.

The female resembles the male, but has no black supercilium.

Iris yellow ; eyelids plumbeous ; biU coral-red ; mouth red

;

feet pinkish brown; claws pale horn; the young have the bill

black, pinkish at the gape and nostrils ; iris dark brown.
Length 5; tail 1"7 ; wing 2-9 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape •7.

Distribution. Throughout the greater portion of India and
x2
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Ceylon. The limit to the west appears to be approximately a

line drawn from Bombay to Kumaun through Grwalior. This species

inhabits the Himalayas from Kumaun to Dibrugarh, being found up
to 5000 feet or higher. Prom Assam it ranges to the extreme south

of Tenasserim, extending to the east at least as far as Karennee,

where Wardlaw Eamsay obtained it.

It is found in the Malay peninsula and down to Java.

Habits, ^c. Frequents well-wooded localities and forests aKke in

the hills and plains. Breeds from February to May and even to

June, according to locality, constructing a small pad of a nest,

composed of feathers, moss, and hair, in a tiny hole in a tree.

The eggs are generally four in number, white, spotted with red,

chiefly towards the large end, and measure about "7 by "56. This

bird, contrary to the usual habits of Nuthatches, does not employ
any mud to line the entrance to its nest.

Family DICRURIDtE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semirings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, with a

single notch in the upper one ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth,

bilaminated ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nos-

trils clear of the line of the forehead ; the lower edge of the

nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to the

culmen; plumage of the nestling like that of the adult bird,

but paler ; nostrils overhung by hairs or plumelets ; rictaJ bristles

present ; rectrices ten ; sexes absolutely alike ; an autumn moult

only.

The DicruridsB, or Drongos, form one of the best-defined families
of the Passeres, their generally black plumage and forked tail of ten
feathers sufficing to distinguish them readily.

In the Drongos the plumage of the nestling is a dark brown,
which soon gives place to the glossy black of the adult. In many
species, however, the young birds, previously to adopting the adult
plumage, a,cquire feathers on the abdomen, under wing-coverts,
and axillaries which are tipped or fringed with white, and traces
of these white marks remain in one or two species up to a very
advanced age, and probably in some specimens are never lost
at all.
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The Drongos are handsome and, for the most part, familiar

birds. They feed habitually on the wing, darting from some perch
on a tree into the air to catch an insect, and returning to the same
or an adjoining branch. The Bicruri frequently perch on the
backs of cattle. They all have cheerful notes, and Dissemurus
paradiseus has a really fine song, and is perhaps the best singing-

bird of the East.

Many of the Drongos, without being exactly migratory, are in

many parts of the country subject to seasonal movements of greater

or less extent ; but the materials for tracing these movements are

imperfect, no ornithologist having observed them in the careful

manner in which similar movements of birds in Eui-ope are re-

corded. In Pegu, for instance, Dierurus afer arrives in great

numbers in October and remains numerous till January, when the

majority of the birds disappear. Dierurus annectens similarly

arrives in October, but only stops a few days, disappearing en-
tirely and going on to unknown parts.

In all the Dicruridffi the wing is tolerably pointed and the tarsus

very short.

The Drongos make cup-shaped nests in trees, and lay three to

five eggs, which are whitish marked with various shades of red.

Key to the Genera.

a. Outer tail-feathers not greatly lengthened

;

not exceeding the middle ones by so

much as the length of the wing.
«'. Forehead not tufted.

o". Bill deep ; depth at nostrils fully

equal to width at that place Dicburus, p. 310.

b". Bill depressed; depth at nostrils

much less than widtn at that place. Chaptia, p. 318.

b'. Forehead tufted,

c". Tuft composed of a few hairs several

inches long Chibia, p. 320.

d". Tuft composed of a few hair-like

feathers half an inch long Dissemijboides, p. 321.

e'. Tuft composed of ordinary feathers

half an inch long Dissbmubultjs, p. 322.

b. Outer tail-feathers greatly lengthened ; ex-

ceeding the middle ones by twice or three

times the length of wing,

c'. Terminal portion of outer tail-feather

flat and equally webbed on both

sides Bhringa, p. 323.

d'. Terminal portion of outer tail-feather

curled, greatly webbed on the outside

and hardly at all on the inside Dissemubus, p. 325.
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Genus DICEURUS, Vieill., 1816,

The Drongos of this genus are among the commonest of Indian

birds, one or other of the species being found in every part of the

country which is open or cultivated, and even in forest.

The various species of Drongos are not easily separable, except

when large series of each are available for examination side by
side. With the numerous specimens in the British Museum, the

majority of which came from the Tweeddale and Hume Collections,

I have been able to establish eight species which occur within my
limits.

I am unable to find any characters by which the genus Buehanga
can be separated from Bierurus. The former is said to have a

more deeply forked tail ; but this feature cannot be regarded as of

generic value, for it varies in all the species of this genus, and is a

matter of degree only. I have therefore united the two genera.

Taking the eight species, it is easy at once to separate two from
all the others by their perfectly black plumage, and from each

other by the extent to which the tail is forked. These two species

present no difficulty, and no one has seriously proposed to sub-

divide either of them into two or more races so far as Indian spe-

cimens are concerned. The African species or race B. assimilis

need not be discussed here.

Another species, B. leucogenys, is also an easily recognizable

one,, having the sides of the head white. Very young birds .might

be confused with the Grey Drongos, presently to be noticed, were
it not that they have the lores white or whitish, whereas the Grey
Drongos have the lores dark brown or black. If B. intermedium,

Blyth, recorded from Penang, was really killed at that place, and
was not imported into it and subsequently re-exported to Calcutta

(where it came under Blyth's notice), it must have been a young
B. leucogenys. No other species of Bierurus is known to occur in

the Malay peninsula, at least near Penang. Blyth's title is too

doubtful to be applied to any species.

Next come three species which may be termed Ashy or Grey
Drongos. No two authors agree about these birds, and unanimous
agreement regarding them will probably never be reached. In my
opinion there are three distinct species in India and Burma, and
no more. The differences in the shade of colour and in size in

these species are correlated with different areas of distribution.

There is, first, B, longicawdatus, which is found from the Hima-
layas to Ceylon and east to the Brahmaputra river. The upper
plumage of this bird may be termed metallic indigo, and the lower
a dark grey. South of the Brahmaputra, extending to Lower Pegu
and Northern Tenasserim, the foregoing species is replaced by a
bird the upper plumage of which may be termed bluish grey and
the lower ashy grey. This bird is also found in Java, Lonibock,
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and Palawan, and is the Edolius cineracetis of Horsfield. All

Hodgson's birds in the British Museum are the dark continental

species -D. longicaudatus, and w ere killed in Nepal or Sikhim, and

consequently his name (B. pyrrhops) cannot be applied to this pale

Burmese species, even if a name were required for it, which fortu-

nately is not the case. The third species is a dark bird inhabiting

portions of Lower Pegu, all Tenasserim, and the Malay peninsula,

as far south as Junk Ceylon. Its upper plumage may be termed

deep ashy indigo and the lower dark grey. This bird has never

received a name ; it appears to be the Buchanc/a lewcophcea of

Vieillot apud Hume. The Dicrurus leucophceus of Vieillot is, how-

ever, in my opinion, a bird which can never be satisfactorily deter-

mined, and the continued use of the name can only lead to

confusion.

There remain two species which are characterized by the presence

of a considerable amount of pure white on the lower plumage.

This character will suffice to separate them from all the other

Dicruri. They may be separated from each other, not so much by

the amount of white on the lower parts as by the colour of the

throat and breast and the upper plumage.

In Dicrurus the bill is stout, sharply carinated, and covered at

the base by thick-set feathers, which partially conceal the nostrils.

There is no crest or tuft on the head. The tail is well forked, the

outermost feather exceeding the middle pair by a distance of from

one to two and a half times the length of the tarsus. The outer

tail-feathers have a slight curl upwards.

Key to the Species,

(I. Entire plumage deep glossy black ; the lower

plumage sometimes mixed with white.

a'. Outermost tail-feather exceeding middle

pair hy a distance about equal to tarsus. D. annectens, p. 312.

b'. Outermost tail-feather exceeding middle

pair by a distance greater than twice

tarsus D. flier, p. 312.

h. Upper plumage deep indigo.

c'. Lower plumage uniform dark grey.

a". Outermost tail-feather exceeding niid-

dle pair by more than 2 inches ; length

of tail 5-5 to 7 inches D. longicaudatus, p. 314,

b". Outermost (ail-feather exceeding mid-

dle pair by much less than 2 inches;

length of tail 4-9 to 5-5 inches B. nigrescem, p. 315.

d' . Lower plumage partially white.

c". Throat and breast grey D. eceridescens, p. 316.

d". Throat and breast dark brown B.'leucopygialUf p. 316

c. Upper plumage bluish grey.

e'. Lores or whole side of head white or

whitish B. leucogenys. p. 317.

/. Lores blackish ; sides of head similar to

upper plumage B. cineraceus, p. 318.
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326. DicrimiB amuectens. TM Crow-hilled, Brongo

Buchanga annectans, Hodgs. Ind. JRev. i, p. 326 (1837).

Edoliua affinis, Myth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 174 (1842).

Uicruras balicassius (JAnn.), Blyth, Cat. p. 202; Harsf. Sf M. Cat. i,

p. 152 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 430 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 20'9.

Dicrurus annectens {Hodgs.), Blyth Sr Wald. Birds Burvi. p. 131

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 231 ; Tweedd. Ibis, 1878, p. 72; Huvie

Sf Dav. 8. F. vi, pp. 213, 509 ; Hime, Cat. no. 279 ; Oates, S. F.

X, p. 201 ; id. B. B. i, p. 217.

Coloration. The whole plumage black glossed with steel-blue,

except on the lores, ear-coverts, the inner webs of the qmlls, axU-

laries, and under wing-coverts.

Birds not quite adult have the axUlaries and under wing-coverts

tipped with white, and birds still younger have the under tail-

coverts also tipped with white.

Young birds of the year have the whole lower plumage from the

breast to the tail barred with white.

The change from the young to the adult plumage consists en-

tirely in the gradual disappearance of the white marks on the

lower plumage ; but there is a tendency to retain these marks in

some degree even in old age ; and birds entirely black are com-
paratively seldom met with.

Bill and legs black ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 10-5 ; tail up to 5"5 ; wing 5-6 ; tarsus "8 ; bill

from gape 1'2.

Distribution. The lower levels of Nepal and Sikhim, extending

into the plains of Oudh ; thence along the base of the Himalayas
to Dibrugarh in Assam. From this Province the species apparently

extends through Burma and the Malay peninsula to Singapore and
Sumatra ; but it has only been recorded with certainty from Lower
Pegu, the southern portion of Tenasserim, and Malacca. It is

found in Cochin China.

This species appears to be, in some measure, migratory ; but its

movements are difficult to trace. I have seen birds killed in Oudh
from December to February ; at Dibrugarh in June ; in Lower
Pegu in October ; in Tenasserim from November to May ; and at

Malacca from August to April. I have seen D. annectens in Pegu
only in October.

Habits, ^c. Prom what I observed of this bird in Pegu, its habits

do not differ in any respect from those of the next. Nothing is

known of its nidification.

327. Dicrurus ater. The Black Drongo.

Muscicapa atra, Hermann, Obs. Zool. p. 208 (1804),
Dicrurus macrocercus, Vieitt. Nouv. bict. d'Hist. Nat. ix, p. 688

(1817); Blyth, Cat. p. 202; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 427; MacMaster,
j:^.-S'.Axl,pt. ii,p. 210.
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Edolius forficatus, Hwsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 144 (1821).
Buchanga albirictus, Eodffs. Ind. Rev. i, p. 326 (1837) ; Hume, N, §
E. p. 186.

Dicrurus minor, Blyth, Layard, A. M. N. H. (2) xiii, p. 129 (1854).
Dicrourus longus, Temm., Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 362 (1850) ; Horsf,

8r M. Cat. i, p. 162 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99.
Dicrurus cathoecus, Swinh. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 377.
Dicrurus albirictus (Hodgs.), Hume, 8. P. iii, p^ 97.
Buehanga atra (Herm.), Blyth 8r Wald. Birds Burm. p. 129; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. ill, p. 246; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 213; Anders,
Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 653 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 386 ; Humx,
Cat. no. 278; &m%, -S. J*, viii, p. 270 ; Oates, B. B. \, p. 218;
Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 164 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 98.

Dicrurus ater {Herm.), Oates in Hume's N. Sf E, 2nd ed. i, p. 198.

The Common Drongo-Shrike, Jerd. ; Kolsa, Bqjanga, Buehanga, Hind,
in the South ; Finga, Beng. ; Japal Kalchit, Punj. ; Kunich, Kakolachi,
Sind; T^flm/JoZintheN. ^ . P. ; Xb^wflZin the Deccan ; Teti-inta, Bara-
dwa-f'am, Passala-poli-gadUfHel. ; Xurri-Eurrumah,Tam. ; Eari-Euruvi,
Tarn, in Ceylon.

Kg. 95.—Head oiJ). aier.

Coloration, The whole plumage deep black, everywhere glossed

with steel-blue ; a small white spot sometimes present close to the

angle of the gape.

The young have the wings and the lower plumage brownish, and
all the feathers of the lower plumage and under wing-coverts tipped

vidth white.

Tt is only when very old that this species is entirely black. Few
birds are without white tips to the under tail-coverts.

Bill black ; iris red ; feet and claws black.

Length about 12-5 ; tail 6 to 7 ; wing up to 6 ; tarsus "85 ; bill

from gape 1'15.

The causes which govern the presence or absence of the white

rietal spot are not yet known. This white spot is occasionally

present in Chinese specimens, contrary to what is usually asserted.

The Black Drongo has been regarded by many ornithologists as

separable into several races. In my opinion the differences of size

and minor details of structure which exist in birds from various

localities are not greater than might be expected from a species of

this size—^the length of tail, one of the points frequently insisted

upon, ranging from 6 to 7 inches only, and the length of wing
varying stiU less.



314 DiCEUEiD-a:.

Distribution. The whole of India from Afghanistan to Assam,

and from the Himalayas to Ceylon; the whole of the eastern

portion of the Empire from Assam to the extreme south of Tenas-

serim. On the Himalayas this bird is found up to 5000 feet or

even higher. It extends into China, Siam, and Cochin China. It

appears to be absent from the Malay peninsula.

This Drongo is a partial migrant in many parts of the Empire,

such as Assam and Pegu, and is more common in these Provinces

during the cold weather than at other times.

Habits, S^e. The King-Crow, as this species is termed by many
lu India, is a common and familiar bird, being found in the neigh-

bourhood of bungalows and throughout the open and cultivated

parts of the country. It perches on any exposed and command-
ing point it can find, and swoops on parsing insects, frequently

resting on the ground a second or two to complete its capture,

and returning to its original or a similar perch close by. The
note of this bird is metallic and very pleasant. The King-Crow
breeds chiefly during May, June, and July. The nest is placed in

a leafy bough of a tree, and is composed of fine twigs and grass-

stems woven together and covered exteriorly with a good deal of

cobweb. The eggs, usually four, but occasionally five, in number,

are of two types : one is pure spotless white, the other pale

salmon-colour vidth brownish-red spots. They measure I'Ol by
•75.

328. Dicrums longicaadatas. The Indian Ashy Drongo.

Dicrurus longicaudatus, A. Hay, Jerdon, Madr. Journ. L. S. xiji,

pt. ii, p. 121 (1845) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 202 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 152 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 430 ; Stoliceka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii,

p. 27 ; OcOes in Hvmis N. ^ E. 2nd ed. 1, p. 203.

Dicrurus pyrrhops, Hodgs. in Qray's Zool. misc. p. 84 (1844) (no

description).

Dicrurus cinerascens, Oray, Cat. Mamm. Src Nepal, p. 98 (1846).

Dicrurus himalayanus, Tytler, Ibis, 1868, p. 200.

Buchanga waldeni, Beavan, Ibis, 1868, p. 497.

Buchanga longicaudata {A. Hay), Hume, iV. ^ E. p. 189 ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. iii, p. 249 ; Leffye, Birds Ceyl. p. 380 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 280 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 270.

Buchanga pyrrhops (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 251.

Buchanga longicauda (Hay), Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 154.

The Long-tailed Drongo, Jerd. ; Sahim or Sahim-pho, Lepch. ; Che-
chum, Bhut. ; Niljimga, Beng. ; Eiratoo valan kuruvi, Tam.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage metallic indigo ; lower
plumage dark grey ; frontal feathers and lores blackish.

The young are dark brown ; on assuming the plumage of the

adult the feathers of the under tail-coverts and under wing-coverts

are tipped with white, and these white tips are gradually lost with

age.

Bill, legs, and claws black ; iris red.
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Length about 12 ; tail up to 7, but usually between 5"5 and 6*5

;

wing up to 5-8
; tarsus -7

; bill from gape I'l ; depth of fork of

tail more than two inches.

Large and small specimens of this species occur in the same
place ; for instance the tail varies thus :—Nepal 6-2-6'6 ; Sikhim
5-6-6-3; SimIao-9-6-4; Bombay6-l-7-0; Belgaum 6-2-7-0; Etawah
6-0-6-3

; Dollah 6-2-6-8
; Ceylon 5-6-5-8. The wing varies from

5 in Ceylon to 5"8 in Belgaum, Sikhim, and Dollah. The colour

of all continental birds, large or small, is absolutely the same.

JMstribution. The whole of Lidia from the Hazdra country to

Assam, north of the Brahmaputra river, smd from the Himalayas
to Ceylon. The only portion of thi.s vast tract from which this

species appears to be absent is Sind, Guzerat, and portions of

Eajputana. On the Himalayas it is found as high as 10,000 feet,

and Stoliczka observed it far up the valley of the Sutlej river. On
the east the river Brahmaputra appears to be everywhere its limit,

the Drongo of Dacca and Shillong being D, cineraceus.

Hcibits, Sfc. Very similar to those of B. at&r, but the present

species is more frequently found in forests and well-wooded
localities, and less frequently near houses. It perches habitually

on the summit of trees and takes longer swoops, rarely touching

the ground. It breeds chiefly in May and June, constructing its

nest high up in trees. The eggs are of various types, but on the

whole resemble the spotted eggs of B. ater and measure '95

by -74.

329. Dicrnrns nigrescens. The Tenasserim Ashy Brotigo.

Buchanga intermedia (Blyth), Wnlden, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 645 ; Oates,

S. -F. v,p. 149.

Buchanga longicaudata {Boy), Bkme 8f Bav. S. F. vi, p. 213 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 220.

Dicrurus nigrescens (Oates), Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 208.

Coloration. Above dark metallic ashy indigo ; below dark grey ;

the lores and frontal feathers blackish.

Iris red ; bill, legs, and feet black.

Length about 10-5 ; tail 4-9 to 5-5 ; wing up to-5-4 ; tarsus -7
;

bill from gape 1-05
; depth of fork of tail much less than 2 inches.

Bistrihution. From about a line connecting Eangoon, Pegu town,

Thatone, and Pahpoon to the extreme south of Tenasserim, and

thence to Junk Ceylon, the most southern point from which I have

seen this species.

Habits, Sfc. Similar to those of B. longicaudatus. I found a nest

of this Drongo at Kyeikpadein near Pegu on the 27th April, con-

taining four eggs, which were white marked with pale purple, and

measured about -89 by •7.



316 DIOEUEID^.

330. Dicrurus csernlescens. The White-bellied Drongo.

Lanius cserulescens, Zmn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 134 (1766).

Lanius cseruleus, Miill. &/st. Nat. Svppl. p. 72 (1776).

Dicrurus cserulescens (Linn), Blyth, Cat. p. 203; Hmsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 154 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 432 ; Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 465; Oates in

Mime's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 209.

Dicrurus caeruleus (Miill.), Hume, N.SfE.^. 191. _ ,

Buchanga cserulescens (lAnn.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. ya,jp. 252 ; BaU,
S. F. vii, p. 211 ; Hume, Cat. no. 281 ; Sculhj, S. F. viii, p. 271;
Eeid, S. F. x, p. 33 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 303 ; Damson, t. e. p. 366

;

Baimes, Birds Bom. p. 166.

Phari buchanga, Dhapri, Hind. ; D'houli, Beng. ; Nella (or Konda)
passala poligadu, Tel.

Coloration. Upper plumage deep indigo ; throat and breast grey

;

abdomen, flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts white; the axillaries

frequently tipped white.

Iris red ; bill, legs, and feet blackish {Evme Coll.).

Length about 9"5
; tail 4"5 to 5-5 ; wing 4-5 to 5"5 ; tarsus -75

;

bill from gape 1-05 ; depth of fork of tail about 1'5 inches.

Distribution. Almost the whole of India proper, extending into

Ceylon and ascending the Himalayas up to about 6000 feet. The
north-western limits of this species appear to be a line drawn
roughly from Cutch to Garhwdl, and its eastern boundary the

meridian of longitude traversing the eastern portion of the Eaj-
mehal hills.

Habits, Sfc. A considerable number of these birds appear to

spend the summer in the Himalayas and the winter in the plains

;

but many are no doubt resident in the latter, for they have been
known to breed there, and their nests have been found in July.

This Drongo frequents open jungle. The nest is described by
Thompson as resembling that of D. ater, and it is built in the

Himalayas near the top of moderate-sized trees in May and June.

In Khandesh this species appears to breed in June and July. The
eggs have not been described.

The White-bellied Drongo is said by Butler to have a rich Oriole-

like note.

331. Dicrurus lencopygialis. The White-vented Drongo.

Dicrurus leucopygialis, Bh/th, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 298 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 203 • Oates in Humes N. 8r E. 2nd ed. i, p. 209.

Buchanga leucopygialis (Blyth), Holdsw. P.Z. S. 1872, p. 439; Sharps,
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 253 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 374 ; id. Cat. no. 281 bis

;

Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 392, pi. 16.

Buchanga insularis, Sharps, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 263 ; Hume, S. F. vii,

p. 374 ; id. Cat: no. 281 ter.

Kowda or Kavmda Fanika, Ceyl.

Coloration. Upper plumage deep indigo; throat, breast, and
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abdomen dark brown, the lower part of the abdomen frequently

mixed with white; vent and under tail-coverts generally white,

sometimes merely albescent; occasionally only the under tail-

coverts are white.

Iris red ; bill, legs, and feet blackish {Hume Coll.).

Of the same dimensions as Z>. ccerulescens.

The amount of white on the lower plumage of this and D. cceru-

lescens is variable, and occasionally a bird is met with which might,

as regards this character, be assigned indifferently to one or the

other species, but the colour of the throat and breast will, in these

cases, be a safe guide to identification.

Distribution. Ceylon only.

Habits, dfc. This species breeds from March to May, constructing

its nest in a tree at a considerable height from the ground. The
egg^, two to four in number, are whitish marked wibh red, and
measure about '93 by "7.

332. Dicrnrus leucogenys. The White-cheeked Drongo.

? Diorurus intermedius, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xv, p. 298 (1846).
Dicrurus cineraceus (Horsf.), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 203.

Buchangi leucooenys, Walden, A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 219 (1870) ; id.

in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 131 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 251

;

Tweedd. Ibis, 1878, p. 69; Hwne ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 216; Hume,
Cat. no. 280 quat. ; Oatea, B. B. i, p. 222.

Dicrurus leucophseus {Vieill.), apud Hume, S. F. ii, p. 210.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage clear pale bluish grey ; the

shafts of the tail and quills and the tips of the first six or seven

primaries black; lores, ear-coverts, and a space roiind the eye

pure white; forehead and nasal bristles black; lower plumage like

the upper but paler, and the vent and under tail-coverts albescent;

under wing-coverts white tinged with grey.

Toung birds have the white of the face less pure and smaller in

extent, but even in the youngest birds the lores are white or

whitish ; the upper plumage, wings, and tail are sufEused with

brown, rendering the black shafts less conspicuous ; the under

wing-coverts are grey tipped with white.

Legs, feet, claws, bill, and eyeUds black ; iris pale lake to crimson

{Davison).

Length about 10"5 ; tail 5'7 ; wing 5-5 ; tarsus "75 ; bUl from

gape I'l.

Distribution. Tenasserim from Mergui southwards ; the Anda-

man Islands. This species extends down the Malay peninsula to

Singapore, and eastwards to Siam, Cochin China, and China, and

it is found even in Japan. It is stated to be a migratory bird.

Habits, ^c. According to Davison this Drongo is a forest

species, but it is also found in clearings, and it has the usual

habits of the genus.
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333. Dicrurus cineraceus. The Grey Drongo.

Edolius cineraceus, Horaf. Trans. lAirm. Soc. xiii, p. 145 (1821).

Buchanga mouhoti, Watden, A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 230 (1870").

Buchanga wallacei, Walden, A. M. N. H. (4;) v, p. 220 (1870).

Dicrurus longicaudatus {Hay), Hume, S. JF. iii, p. 97.

Dicrurus leucophaeua {VieUl.), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 99.

Buchanga cineracea {Horsf.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M, iii, p. 2.50.

Buchanga longicaudata (Hay), Anders. Yunnan Expea., Aves, p. 654.

Buchanga leucophsea (Vieilt), Oates, B. B. i, p, 221,

Buchanga pyrrhops (Hodgs.), Hume, S. F. xi, p. 99.

Coloration. Prontal plumes and lores black ; the whole plumage
bluish grey, glossy aboye, paler underneath and without gloss ex-

cept on the breast ; upper wing-coverts centred darker ; quills

more or less browQ, tinged with ashy on the outer webs ; tail clear

bluish grey, the shafts black and the tips brownish.

Bill black ; mouth dusky flesh-colour ; iris crimson ; feet and
claws black ; in the young the iris is brown.

Length 11 ; tail 5'3 to 6-5 ; wing 5"2 to 5-75 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from
gape I'l.

Distribution. Prom the Brahmaputra river and the eastern branch

of the (ranges delta down to Lower Pegu and Northern Tenas-

serim. The southern limit of this species, so far as the specimens

[ have examined serve to show it, is a line drawn from Pegu town
to Thatone and on to Pahpoon. D. nigrescens is also found along

this line, and both species procjired at the above places are quite

typical and distinct one from the other. Wardlaw Eamsay obtained

D. cineraceus in Elarennee and the Toungngoo hills. It extends

into Siam. It is not found in any portion of the Malay peninsula,

but it reappears in Java, Lombock, and Palawan.
D. stigmatops, Sharpe, is a very distinct species of this type,

with the lores pure white. It is found in Sumatra and Borneo.

Habits, Sfc. This species frequents forests aud the better wooded
parts of the country. I did not succeed in finding its nest in Pegu,

and nothing is known of its nidiflcation.

Genus CHAPTIA, Hodgs., 1837.

The genus Ohaptia resembles Dicrurus in many respects. It

differs chiefly in its very depressed and flattened bill, and in the

pointed character of the feathers of the crown and hind neck. The
plumage is very glossy. The tail is much forked, the middle pair

of featheri reaching very little beyond the middle of the taU.

334. Chaptia senea. The Bronzed Drongo.

Dicrurus aeneua, Vieill. Nouv. Diet. cPHist . Nat. ix, p. 586 (1817).

Ohaptia malayensis, A. Hay, Blyth, J.A.S. B. xv, p. 294 (1846)
;

Blyth, Cat. p. 200; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 893; Ttveedd. Ibis,
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1877, p. 816; Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 244; Hume f Dav. S. F.
vi, y. 218 ; Hume, Cat. no. 282 bis.

Chaptia senea (VieiU.), Bh/th, Cat.j. 200 ; Horsf. §• M. Cat. i, p. 159

;

Jerd. B. 1. 1, p. 433 ; Hume, N?^K]). 192 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 100

;

Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 320 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 243
;

Anders. Yunnan Exped.,Aves, p. 652; HumeSfDav. S. F. vi, p. 217;
Hume, Cat. no. 282 ; Oates, S. F. viii, p. 166 ; Scully, S. F. viii,

p. 272 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 173 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 223 ; Barnes,
Birds Bom. p. 165 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 100 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf

E. 2nd ed. i, p. 210.

Buchanga, Beng. ; Chota Kesraj at Gorakhpur ; Chaptia, Nep.

Coloration. The whole plumage black glossed with metallic

bronze or lilac ; lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts dull

brownish ; under wing-coverts generally tipped white, the axillaries

less frequently so.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris red or reddish.

Length about 9"6 ; tail 4*5 to 6 ; wing 4-2 to 5 ; tarsus 'oS ; bill

from gape 1.

It seems impossible to separate the race of this bird which in-

habits India and the greater part of Burma from the race which
is found in Southern Tenasserim, the Malay peninsula, Sumatra,

and Borneo. Typical specimens may be selected from the Himar-

layas and from Sumatra which present certain points of difference,

but these are by no means striking, and the two varieties are

connected together by other specimens which it is difficult to assign

to either race.

Birds of this species from India have the wing of the average

length of 4-7 inches. In Tenasserim the wings of this bird average

the same, but some few specimens can be found with wings no

longer than 4-2, and in Sumatra we meet with wings measuring 4-4.

The tails vary immensely in lengtli even in the same localities. In

Sumatra they range from 4 to 4-2, and in India they ordinarily

measure 4-7 ; but a remarkably fine Sikhim bird has the tail actually

6"2 in length, and others from the same place have it no longer

than 4-4. I think, therefore, that we may discard size as a cha-

racter by which the two races may be separated.

"With regard to colour, Indian birds have a perceptible grey

dulness on the rump, and they have the abdomen generally, but

not always, greyish. Sumatrau birds have the rump as black and

as glossy as the other parts of the upper plumage, and the abdo-

men, as a rule, dark-coloured. They have, moreover, a lilac gloss

on the upper plumage, which is generally absent in Indian birds,

but some fine Sikhim specimens show traces of it. There are no

other differences between the two races.

Distnbution. The western portion of India from Travancore up

to Khandala ; the Himalayas from Mussooree to the extreme end

of the Assam valley ; Eastern Bengal ; thence through the entire

eastern portion of the Empire, ranging down the Malay peninsula

to Sumatra and Borneo.
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Jerdon records this bird from, the Bastar country in the Central

Provinces, where, however, it has not again been observed either by
Ball or any other ornithologist.

Habits, Sfc. This species is found in forest country, from the level

of the sea up to 7000 or 8000 feet. It takes its station on the

summit of lofty trees, and swoops on insects with a very graceful

flight, returning to the same perch. It breeds from April to June,

constructing its nest, which is made of grass and vegetable fibres

overlaid with cobwebs, in the fork of a branch at a considerable

height from the ground. The eggs, three in number, are pinkish

marked with red and purplish, and measure about '82 by '61.

G-enus CHIBIA, Hodgs., 1837.

In Ohihia the bill is considerably lengthened, pointed, and curved

downwards, in order that it may be inserted into flowers, upon the

contents of which, such as nectar and insects, the birds of this

genus largely feed.

The plumage of Ghibia is excessively brilliant, and the feathers

of the sides of the neck are greatly lengthened and pointed. Some
half a dozen hairs, several inches in length, spring in a bunch from

the posterior part of the crown, which is otherwise smooth and free

from any tuft. The tail is nearly square, and the tips of the outer-

most feathers are much curved upwards.

335. Chibia hottentotta. The Hair-crested Drongo.

Corvus hottentottus, IJinn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 155 (1766^.

Chibia hottentotta (Limt.), Blyth, Cat. p. 200 ; Jerd. S. I. i, p. 439

;

Sutm, N. 8(E. p. 194; id. 8. F. iii, p. 101 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii,

p. 235 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 651 ; Tweedd. Ibis, 1878,

p. 73 ; Svme 8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 222 ; Hume, Cat. no. 286 ; Oates,

S. F. viii, p. 167 ; Scully, S. F. \m, p. 272 ; Bingha.m, S. F. ix,

p. 174 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 367 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 227 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 157 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 102 ; Oates in Hume's
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 213.

Dicrurus (Chibia) hottentota (lAnn.), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 157.

Krishna-raj or Kishen-^aj or Kesraj, Bang. & Hind. ; Kenya, Jobraj,

Nep. ; Povong-pho, Lepch. ; Yentika passala poligadu, Tel.

Coloration. The whole plumage black, with metallic blue reflec-

tions on the crown and the hackled feathers of the neck and breast

;

wing-coverts and outer webs of the quills and tail-feathers glossed

with metallic bronze.

Iris dark brown ; bill, legs, and claws black.

Length 12"5 ; tail 6 ; wing up to 7 ; tarsus "9 ; bill from gape
1-6.

Distribution. The western coast of India from the Wynaad to

Mahableshwar ; Eaipur; Sambalpur; Chutia Nagpur; the Hima-
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layas from Garliwdl to the extreme east of Assam ; southern and
eastern Bengal, thence extending through Assam and Burma nearly

to the extreme southern point of Tenasserim. This species does

not appear to ascend the Himalayas to any great height, probably

not above 3000 feet. The same, or a closely allied, form is found
in China (C brevirostris, Cab.).

Habits, Sfc. This Drongo is found only in forests or well-wooded
localities, generally in small flocks, feeding on high trees. Its food

consists in great measure of insects which harbour in flowers, and
it catches insects on the wing less habitually than the other

Drongos. It breeds from AprU. to June, constructing a cradle-

like nest at the extreme tip of a branch, generally at a great height

from the ground. Those nests which I found in Pegu were
secured with great difficulty. The eggs, generally three in number,
are white or pinkish, marked with reddish brown or purple. They
measure about 1"12 by '81.

Genus DISSEMUROIDES, Hume, 1873.

The genus Dissemuroides differs from Bicrurus in possessing a

tuft of hair-like feathers about half an inch long springing from
the forehead. It contains two species which merely differ from
each other in size.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail 6-5 ; wing 5-3 D. andamanensis, p. 321.

h. Tail 8 ; wing 6'8 D. dicrwiformis, p. 322.

Fig. 96.—Head of D. andamanensis.

336. Dissemnroides andamanensis. The Small Andamanese
Drongo.

Dicrnrus andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 323.

Buchanga (Dicrurus) andamanensis (Tytler), Ball, J. A. S. B. xli,

pt. ii, p. 282; id. S. F. i, p. 66.

VOL. I. T
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Buchanga andamanensis ( Tytl), Wcdd. Ihis, 1873, p. 310.

Diasemuroides andamanensis (Tytl.), Hume, S. F. ii,p.211; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. m, p. 255 ; Ttveedd. Ibis, 1878, p. 77 ; Hume, Cat. no.

283 ter.

Coloration. Black with a greenish-blue gloss over most of the

plumage; primaries and secondaries brown; under wing-coverts

and axillaries tipped with white.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris hair-brown, sometimes very deep

and almost blackish (Rume).
Length about 11-5; tail 6-5; wing 5-3; tarsus -9; bill from

gape 1"3 ; depth of fork of tail about 2.

Distribution. Port Blair and Macpherson's Straits and probably

other parts of the Andaman Islands.

Habits, Sfc. Apparently the same as those of Dicrurm ater.

337. DissemuroideB dicrurifonnis. The Large Andamanese
Drongo.

Dissemuroides dicrurifonnis, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 408 (1873) ; ii,

p. 211 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 255 ; TweeM. Ibis, 1878, p. 77

;

Hume, Cat. no. 283 bis.

Coloration. Eesembles D. andamanensis in all respects except

that of size.

Bill, legs, and feet black; iris dark brown {Hume).

Length about 14 ; tail 8 ; wing 5'8 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape
1-45.

Distribution. The Great Coco and Table Islands in the Andaman
group.

Habits, S^c. Davison remarks that this species has the habits of

the Dicruri..

Genus DISSEMURULUS, n. gen.

I propose the above generic name for a bird which has hitherto

been tossed about between the genera Dissemwrus, Dissemuroides,

and Dierurws. Dissemwulus lophorhinus, the type and sole member
of the genus, is characterized by the possession of a tuft of ordinary

feathers, about half an inch long, on the forehead. This character

separates it from the last two genera mentioned above, and it is

separated from Dissemurus by the deeply forked tail, the outermost
feathers of which are neither produced to an extraordinary

length, nor have a bare shaft with a short length of terminal web.

338. Dissemurulus lophorhinus. TJie Oeylon Black Drongo.

Dicnirus lopLoiimis, Vieill. Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat. ix, p. 687
(1817) ; Walden, Ibis, 1807, p. 4C8.

Dicrurus edoliformis, Blyifi, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 207 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 202 ; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 305.
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Dissenmroides edoliiformia (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 256

;

Tweedd. Ibis, 1878, j). 78.

Dissemuroides lophorhinus (Vieill.), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 376; id.

Cat. no. 283 quat.

Dissemurus lophorhinus ( Vieill.), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 396, pi. 17.
Dissemurulus lophorhinus ( F.), Gate's in Hume's N. Sr E, 2nd ed. i,

p. 215.

Kowda, Kapvta haya, Ceyl.

Pig. 97.— IJeiid of D. lophorUmta.

Coloration. The whole plumage hlaek, highly glossed with blue
and green on the tips and margins of the feathers, except on the

abdomen and flanks ; under wing-coverts and axillaries tipped with
white.

Iris dull brownish red or dark yellowish red ; bill, legs, and feet

black (Legge).

Length about 14 ; tail about 8 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1"1 ; bill from
gape 1"4 ; depth of fork of tail 2"5.

Distribution. The damp forests of Ceylon up to 3000 feet.

Habits, £^c. According to Legge this Drongo breeds in the south
of Ceylon at the beginning of April, but the nest and eggs are not
known.

Genus BHRINGA, Hodgs., 1837.

With the genus Ehringa we enter upon those Drongos which
have the outer pair of tail-feathers - produced to an extravagant

length, the middle portion of the shaft being webless. The genus
Bhringa differs from Dissemurus, the next genus, and the only one
with which it can be confounded, by having the terminal portion

of the outer tail-feathers flattened and equally webbed on both

sides of the shaft. This terminal portion is about four inches in

length, and the preceding bare portion of the shaft is about three

times this length.

Jerdon was in error in stating that the lengthened tail-feathers

were present only at the breeding-season. Adults after once

acquiring them, never lose them. The young acquire them at the

second autumn moult.

y2
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339. Bhruiga remifer. The Lesser Baekeirtailed Drongo.

Edoliusremifer, rmm. PA CoA iii, pi. 178 (1823).

Bhringa tectirostris, Hodgs. Ind. ReV. i, p. 325 (1837); Sume, N. ^
E. p. 193 ; id. S. F. iu, p. 101.

Bhringa remifer (Temm.), Blyih, Cat. p. 200; Horsf. Sf M. Cat. i,

p. 159 ; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 434 ; Blyth $ Wald. Birds Bui-m. p. 128

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. m, p. 257 ; Sume 8f Dav. S. f- vi, p. 218
;

Tteeedd. Ms, 1878, p. 80 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 652
;

Hume, Cat. no. 283; Oiaes, B. B. i, 224; Hume, 8. F. xi,p. 100

Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 216.

Bhringa, Neip. ; Nambong punnongiheTpch.; Piadiyapo, Bhut.

Fig. 98.—Head of B. remifer.

Coloration. The entire plumage black, the head, neck, throat,

and breast glossed with metallic violet, the back and the outer webs
of the quills and tail-feathers with metallic blue ; under wing-

coverts and axillaries tipped with white.

Iris red ; biU, legs, and claws black ; eyelids plumbeous.

Length to end of middle tail-feathers about 11 ; tail to end of

niiddle feathers about 5-5 ; length of lateral tail-feathers up
to 21, of which 12 is bare shaft ; wing 5'5 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from
gape 1 "2.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwdl to Assam up to

5000 feet ; thence through the hill-tracts of Assam and throughout
Burma to Tenasserim. Davison failed to observe this species

south of Amherst, but Bingham procured it in the Thoungyeen
valley. It reappears in the mountains of Perak, Sumatra, and
J ava.

Habits, 4ro. Entirely confined to forest country. This species

sallies after insects from the summit of the highest trees. It breeds

in May and June, constructing a shallow nest of small twigs and
roots in a fork of a branch at a considerable height from the
ground. The eggs are pinkish, marked with brownish red, and
measure about l-Oo by "75.
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Genus DISSEMURUS, Gloger, 1842.

The genus Bissemurus contains the finest members of the Drongo
family. The sole species found within our limits varies, however,

in dimensions and structure throughout its great range, but is

characterized at all times by the great elongation of the lateral

tail-feathers, the terminal portion of which is webbed on the

outside for a distance of about four inches and twisted upwards.

The web on the inner side of the shaft is very narrow. The fore-

head is tufted with feathers of varying length, birds from the

Himalayas and Central India having the tuft quite two inches in

length, whereas birds from Southern India and Tenasserim have it

less than one inch in length.

340. Dissemurus paradiseus. The Larger Backet-tailed Drongo.

Cuculus paradiseus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 172 (1766).
Lanius malabaricus, Lath. Ind. Orn. i, p. 66 (1790).

JEdolius grandis, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 5.

Chibia malabaroides, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. \, p. 326 (18-37).

Edolius paradiseus (Linn!), Blyth, Cat. p. 201 ; Jerd. B. 1. 1, p. 435.

DicrUrus (Edolius) paradiseus (Gm.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 165.

Dierurus (Edolius) malabaricus (Scop.), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 157.

Edolius malabaricus (Scop.), Jerd. B. I. i, p. 437.

Edolius.affinis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 323.

. Dissemurus malabaroides (Sodgs.), Hvrnm, N. Sr E. p. 193 ; id. S. F.

iii, p. 101 ; Hume 8f Bav. S. F. vi, p. 218.

Dissemurus aifinis (Tytler), Hume,S. F. ii, p. 212.

Dissemurus paradiseus (Xmre.), Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burin, p. 128
;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 258; Tweedd. Ibis, 1878, p. 80; Hume
Sf Bav. S. F. vi, p. 219 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 399 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 285 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 203 ; id. B. B. i, p. 225 ; Barnes, Birds

Bom. p. 166 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2iid ed. i, p. 217.

Dissemurus malabaricus (Scop.), Hume, S. F. iv, p. 395.

Dissemurus grandis ( Gould), Hume, Cat. no. 284 ; Oates, 8. F. viii,

p. 166; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 156; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 101.

The Large Racket-tailed Brongo, The Malabar Racket-tailed Brongo,

Jerd.; Bhimraj,Bhring-raj,'H\-nA.; Kalgia, Nep. ; Tinkapassalapoligadu,

Tel. ; Hati of the Gonds ; Parvak or Parvok-pho, Lepch. ; Kate-aagal,

Mahr. ; Maha-Kavmda, Frattu valem Kuruvi, Tam. in Ceyl. ; Hnet-dau,

£urm.

Coloration. The whole plumage black, glossed with blue, except

on the inner webs of the quills, the throat, Jower abdomen, and

vent ; the under wing-coverts and axillaries frequently tipped with

white.

Iris red ; bill, feet, and claws black ; iris brown in the young.

Length up to 26 ; middle tail-feathers 5-5 to 6'5 ; outer tail-

feathers up to 20; wing 5-8 to 7; tarsus I'l; bill from gape-

1-5 to I'B; crest up to 2.

I believe that it is impossible to separate the larger bird from

the Himalayas and Central India from the smaller one from

Southern India and Tenasserim, as the two forms are connected
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together by birds from Khandesh on the one hand and from Pegu

^P the other. The question has been fully discussed by Hume
and Sharpe, the former rseparating the two races, aud the latter

uniting them.
Distribution. The western parts of India from Grodhra in the

Panch Mahals to Travancore; Ceylon; the Nellore ghats; the

Tributary Mehals of Orissa; Ohutia Nagpur; Sambalpur and
Eaipur ; lower Bengal and the Sundarbans ; the Himalayas from

Kumaun to Assam, and thence through Burma to the extreme

south of Tenasserim. In the latter locality this Drongo is found

Fig. 99.—Head of D. paradiseus.

in a small form, which becomes still further reduced in size in

the Malay peninsula. This small Malay race has been named
I), platurus.

Habits, drc. This species inhabits forests and well-wooded
localities, and is more sociable than the other Drongos, being
found either in pairs or in parties of four or five. It hawks after

insects both from lofty stations and from points near the ground.
It has a very iine song. The breeding-season lasts from April to
June. The nest, which is constructed rather flimsily of twigs, is

placed high up in branches of trees. The eggs are white or
pinkish, marked with reddish brown and neutral tint, and measure
about 1-15 by -82.
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Family CERTHIID^.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles perfectly smooth,

or with a simple notch in the upper one ; hinder aspect of tarsus

bilaminated, the laminae entire and smooth ; wing with ten pri-

maries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of the fore-

head, the space between the nostril and the edge of the mandible

less than the space between the nostril and culmen ;
plumage of

the nestling resembling that of the adult female, but paler ; nostrils

bare ; rictal bristles absent.

The Certhiidm comprise Ihe Creepers and the Wrens, two groups
which are closely allied to each other. With the exception of

Tichodroma all the Oerthiidce found in India are, resident species

and have but one moult a year.

The Certhlidce have the feathers of the forehead short and closely

set together, and they have no hairs over the nostrils nor any
vestige of rictal bristles. The wing varies in shape, being some-
times, as in Salpornis, extremely pointed and sometimes very blunt

and rounded, as in the true Wrens. The toes and claws in all are

much lengthened. The number of tail-feathers varies from twelve

to six in this family.

The Certhiidm are found over a considerable portion of the

world, and they are probably a very ancient group.

Key to the Genera.

a. Tail of 12 feathers.

a'. Tail composed of stiff, pointed feathers . . Oeiithia, p. 328.

b'. Tail composed of soft, rounded feathers.

a"- First primary not more than a quarter

the length of the second Salpoenis, p. 332.

b". First primary equal to, or longer than,

halfthe second.

a'". Wing more than four times the

length of the tarsus 'Tichodboma, p. 334.

b'". Wing less than three times the

length of the tarsus.

a*. Tail and wing of much the same
length Sphenocichla, p. 335,

6'. Tail very much shorter than the

wing,

a'. Tail less graduated, the outer

feather Being three-quarters

the length of the tail Anobthuba, p. 337.
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6°. Tail more graduated, the outer

feather being only half the

length of the tail Elachuba, p. 339.

6. Tail of 10 feathers Ukocichla, p. 340.

c. Tail of 6 feathers Pnoepyga, p. 342.

Genus CERTHIA, Linn., 1766.

The genus Cerihia contains six Indian species, whifeh are chiefly

residents on the Himalayas, or migratory to a slight extent from
nigher to lower altitudes or vice versa.

Gerthia appears to have only an autumn moult, but Biddulph
(Ibis, 1881), with regard to 0. himalayana, speaks of a winter and
a summer plumage. A large series of skins of this species, how-
ever, does not support his assertion, and no European writer has

noticed the fact in regard to 0. familiaris. The young are coloured

like the adult, but they often have on the lower plumage some
obsolete cross-bars, especially on the sides of the breast.

The Tree-Creepers, as their name denotes, are found climbing

the trunks and branches of trees. They feed entirely on insects.

Fig. 100.—Foot of Certhia.

They lay spotted eggs, which are deposited in a nest made of
twigs, grass, and moss in a hole in a tree or behind a piece of
detached bark.

In Certhia the bill is sometimes as long as the head, more fre-

quently rather shorter, slender, and curved downwards. The
nostrils are long narrow sUts. The wing is rounded, the first

primary being about half the length of the second, which, with the
third, falls short of the tip of the wing. The tail is longer than
the wing, and composed of twelve very stiff and pointed feathers,
and greatly graduated. The tarsus is scutellated, and the toes and
claws are extremely long.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail distinctly cross-barred throughout C. himalayana, p. 329.
6, Tail plain or nearly so.

a'. Lower plumajg^e, except the under tail-

coverts, entirely white C. hodgsoni, p. 329.
6. Ohm, throat, and centre of breast and

abdomen white; remainder of lower
plumage fulvous-brown C. nepalemis, p. 330.
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c'. Whole lower plumage earthy brown .... C. discohr, p. 331.

d'. Chin, throat, and breast buft ; remainder of

lower plumage earthy brown C. manipurensis, p. 331

.

e'. Chin and throat whitish ; centre of breast

and abdomen fulvous ; remainder oflower
plumage deep ferruginous C. stoUezka, p. 332.

341. Certhia Mmalayana. The Himalayan Tree-Greeper.

Certhia himalayana, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 174 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 188

;

Horsf. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 717 ; Ja-d. B. I. i, p. 380 ; Stoliczka, J. A.
S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 25 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1872, p. 19 ; Hume, N. 8^ E.
p. 160 ; Cock ^ Marsh. S. F. i, p. 351 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. 78 ; id.

Cat. no. 243 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 50 ; Gadow, Cat B. M. viii,

p. 327 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 220.

Coloration. Upper plumage blackish striped with fulvous, the

wing-coverts tipped with the same ; rump and upper tail-coverts

strongly tinged with ferruginous ; tail brown, regularly cross-

barred with black ; wings dark brown, all the quills, except the

first four, with a broad fulvous band, above and below which the

feathers are blackish ; the quills also tipped fulvous, and with a
subterminal band on the outer webs near the tip ; a short eyebrow
fulvous ; ear-coverts black ; chin and upper throat pure white

;

remainder of lower plumage pale smoky brown.
Upper mandible black ; lower mandible fleshy j legs, feet, and

claws fleshy ; iris dark brown {Davison).

Length about 6 j tail 2-8 ; wing 2-7 ; tarsus '55 ; bill from
gape '9.

G. tceniura, found in Samarkand and Central Asia, has a very
much longer bill.

Distribution. Throughout the N.W. Himalayas from Almora to

Hazara, and through the greater part of Kashmir to Gilgit. This

bird is found at all elevations, according to season, from the plains

up to 12,000 feet. In Gilgit it is found below 6000 feet in winter,

and in summer it retreats to the forests above. It extends to

Hunza and Ohitral in the north, and Wardlaw Eamsay met with

it further south in Afghanistan.

Habits, 4'c. Nests in holes in high trees some forty feet from the

ground. The eggs are white, with numerous red spots, and
measure '6 by '46. The nests have been found at Murree and in

Kashmir, but in what months is not recorded.

342. Certhia hodgsoni. Hodgson's Tree-Greeper.

Certhia familiaris, Ztnn. apud Hume Sf Henders. Lah. to York.

p. 180.

Certhia hodgsoni. Brooks, J.A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 74 (1872) ; Hum^,
N. ^ E. p. 160 ; Brooks, S. F. iv, p. 273 ; Hume, S. F. v, pp. 73,

78 ; id. Cat. no. 243 bis ; Oates in Hume's N, 8f E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 220.

Coloration, Upper plumage and the sides of the head and neck
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dark browu streaked with rufous, with which are intermingled

other streaks of black and white ; wing-coverts tipped with pale

fulvous ; rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail reddish

brown, obsoletely barred near the tip ; wings dark brown, with a

pale fulvous band across all the quills, except the first four, and

another blackish band above and below it; most of the quills

tipped white, and the later ones with a fulvous streak near the

end of the outer web; a white superciliuin ; forehead,* cheeks, and

the whole lower plumage white, the under tail-coverts tinged with

fulvous.

Iris brown ; bill, legs, and feet flesh-colour (Hume Coll.).

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2'6 ; tarsus 55

;

bill from gape "75.

This species, closely allied to the English Creeper, C. familiaris,

may be distinguished from it by the coloration of the fourth pri-

mary. In 0. familiaris the fourth primary is marked with fulvous

like the others ; in C. hodgsoni the fourth primary is unmarked,
and the biU is also longer.

Distribution. Kashmir, where, according to Brooks, its discoverer,

this Tree-Creeper occurs sparingly in the pine-woods near the

snows. Biddulph and Scully met with it in Gilgit and Astor at

about 10,000 feet in June and July.

Habits, ^c. Captain Cock took several nests of this bird at

Gulmurg and Sonamurg in June. The eggs are very densely

spotted and measure about '62 by '48.

343. Certhia nepalensis. The Nepal Tree-Creeper.

Certhia nipalensis, Hudgs,, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. £81 (1845)

;

Blyth, Cat. p. 188; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 718; Jerd. B. I. i,

p. 381 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 66 ; Godw.-Aiist. J. A. S. B.
xliii, pt. ii, p. 157 ; Hume, S. F. v, pp. 76, 78 ; id. Cat. no. 244

;

Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 329.

Certhia mandellii, Brooks, J. A. S. B. xJii, pt. ii, p. 256 C1873).

Coloration. Eesembles G. Jioclgsoni in general coloration, but is

blacker above ; the tail is plain brown ; cheeks, chin, throat, breast,

and upper abdomen white, the remaining lower plumage fulvous-

brown.
Iris brown ; legs horny ; bill blackish above, white below (Blcctir-

mtord).

P Length about 5-5 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 2-8 ; tarsus -65 ; bill from
gape -75.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, extending into the
Naga Hills. Blanford found this species from 8000 to 13,000 feet

in the pine-woods of Northern Sikhim, associating with flocks of

Lophophanes and Phylloscopi.

Hodgson figures only 0. discolor, but in his collection are speci-

mens also of C. nepalensis, and both species bear the same number.
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34i. CertMa discolor. The Sikhim Tree-Creeper.

Certhia discolor, Bh/th, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 580 (1845) ; id. Cat.

p. 188 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 718 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 381 ; Godw.-
Amt. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, pp. 70, 194 ; Hume, 8. F. v, pp. 75, 78

;

id. Cat. no. 245 ; Gates, B. B. i, p. 135 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 85.

Certhia nipalensis, Hodgs. apud Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xlii, pt. ii,

p. 255.

Saddi/er-pho, Lepch.

Rg. 101.—Head of C. discolor.

Coloration. Upper plumage blackish brown, streaked with ful-

vous ; rump and upper tail-coverts bright ferruginous ; tail reddish
brown with red shafts ; wings dark brown with a pale fulvous

band across all the quills except the first four, and another blackish

band above and below it j most of the quills tipped white, and the
later ones with a fulvous streak near the end of the outer web

;

lower plumage entirely earthy brown ; under tail-coverts ferrugi-

nous ; a cheek-stripe rufous, varying in tint ; under wing-coverts

and axillaries white.

Iris dark brown ; bill dark horn, pale below ; legs pale brown
( Wardlaw Ramsay).

Length 6 j tail 3 ; wing 2-7
; tarsus -65 ; bill from gape '75.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan as far at least as the

Daphla Hills ; also across the Brahmaputra valley in the Naga and
East Naga hiUs. Wardlaw Eamsay procured this species in

Karennee, and his specimens are inseparable from Sikhim birds.

It is noteworthy that Hume obtained the distinct G. manipurensis

in Manipur.

345. Certhia manipurensis. Hume's Tree-Creeper.

Certhia manipurensis, Hume, 8. F. x, p. 151 (1881), xi, p. 86.

Coloration. Resembles C. discolor. Differs in having the chin,

throat, and upper part of breast pure buff, and the lower abdomen
buffy grey. The bill is also slightly longer.

Legs and feet pale fleshy brown ; upper mandible blackish

;

lower mandible very pale fleshy pink ; iris hazel (Hume).

Length about 6; tail 2-7; wing 2-7; tarsus -65; bill from
gape -8.

The coloration of the lower plumage of the Creepers is an excel-

lent differential character, being in most, if not all cases correlated

with a distinct geographical distribution, so that C. manipurensis

taay be accepted in my opinion as a valid species.
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Distribution. The Eastern hills of Manipur, where this species was
obtained by Hume at elevations of from 5000 to 6000 feet. He
states that it was not very uncommon, though by no means abundant.

346. Certhia stoliczkae. Stoliezkds Tree-Greeper.

Certhia stoliczkae, Broohs, J. A. S. B. xlii, pt. ii, p. 256 (1873)

;

Hume, S. F. v, pp. 77, 78 ; id. Cat. no. 244 bis.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and ear-coverts black

streaked with fulvous ; rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous

;

tail pale reddish brown with reddish shafts ; wing-coverts tipped

with fulvous; quills dark brown, all but the first four with a pale

fulvous band, above and below which the feathers are blackish

;

the quills tipped with buff, and with a subterminal band of the

same colour on the outer webs ; chin and throat whitish ; feathers

round the eye, a supercilium, and cheeks buff; centre of breast

and abdomen pale fulvous ; sides of the breast and abdomen, vent,

and under taU-coverts deep ferruginous ; under wing-coverts and
axillaries pale fulvous.

Length about 6 ; tail 3'2 ; wing 2'8 ; tarsus •76 ; bill from
gape -7.

Distribution. Sikhim and Bhutan.

Genus SALPORNIS, Gray, 1847.

The genus Salpornis contains only one Indian and one African
species, and differs in many remarkable respects from Certhia,

although bearing a great general resemblance to it. It has an
extremely long, pointed wing, with a minute first primary, and the
second primary reaches to the tip of the wing. The foot is also

differently shaped. But the most remarkable feature about Salr-

pomis is that it builds a cup-shaped nest on a branch of a tree, thus
deviating entirely from the habits of all other Creepers. The posi-

tion of this bird requires further investigation.

Fig. 102.—Foot of Salpornis.

Salpornis has a bill similar in shape to that of Certhia, but much
longer. The tarsus is short, and the hind claw is much shorter
than the hind toe. The tail is composed of twelve soft rounded
feathers, and nearly square.

The sexes are alike, and the young are similar to the adult, and
there is nothing to lead to the belief that there is any spring moult.
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347. Salpomis spilonota. The Spotted-Orey Creeper.

Oerthia spilonota, Fi-anhl. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 121.

Salpomis spilonota (Pranhl.), Jei'd. B. 1. i, p. 382 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B.
xxxviii, p. 170 ; Adam, S. F. i, p. 375 ; Ball, S. F. ii, p. 397

;

Hume, Cat. no. 246 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 300 ; Oadow, Cat. B. M.
viii, p. 330 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 139 j Oates in Hume's N.S[ E.
2nd ed. i, p. 220.

Fig. 103.—Head of 8. spilonota.

Coloration. Lores and a line behind the eye black ; above these
a broad white supercilium ; ear-coverts, cheeks, chin, and throat

white ; crown ashy brown streaked with white ; the whole upper
plumage and wing-coverts black spotted with white; quiUs dark
brown, spotted with white on both webs and partially barred with
blackish ; tail black, barred with white, the bars interrupted at the

shaft, and the middle feathers ashy down the middle ; lower
plumage pale fulvous barred with black.

The young appear to resemble the adults.

Legs and feet blackish plumbeous j bill blackish, light below

;

iris dark brown {Hume).
Length about 6; tail 2-3; wing 3-5; tarsus -65; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. Throughout a considerable portion of the plains of

India, from the foot of the Himalayas southwards to near the
Mstna river. On the west the limits of this species appear to be
Gurgaon, Sambhar, Ajmere, and Abu. Further south it has been
met with at Dhulia in Khandesh, and Blanford records it from
Chanda, Sironcha, and the Godavari valley. Ball obtained it at

Sambalpur and at various localities in Chutia Nagpur, and I have
seen a specimen collected in Behai", but in what particular part of

it was not recorded. Our knowledge of the distribution of this

peculiar bird is- therefore far from satisfactory.

Habits, Sfc. Blanford writes :
—" These birds keep to the largest

trees, running round the stems in all directions and flying with a

steady flight, not unlike that of a "Woodpecker, but swifter and
more elegant. They have a whistling note." Mr. Cleveland found
the nest in Gurgaon on the 16th April. It was placed on a hori-

zontal bough of a tree and attached to a vertical shoot. It was
cup-shaped, and composed of bits of leaf-stalk and leaves, chips o^

bark, and the dung of caterpillars, bound together by cobwebs ; it

was very firm and elastic. The nest contained two young birds

and one egg. This latter was greenish white, with a ring of

blackish-brown specks round the large end, and a few specks over

the remainder of the shell. It measured -68 by -53.
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Genus TICHODEOMA, Illiger, 1811.

The genus Tiehodroma contains only the well-known Wall-

Creeper, which is found as a winter visitor to the Himalayas and
more rarely to the neighbouring plains.

The Wall-Creeper, in addition to a complete autumn moult, has

a partial one in the spring by which the colour of thp chin and
throat is changed. The sexes are said to differ slightly from each

other in summer, but I have not been able to examine summer-
plumaged females. The young birds resemble the adults in winter

plumage very closely, but they have more spots on the wings, and
these of a rufous colour instead of white, and they have less crimson

on the wing.

Tiehodroma has a very long, slender, and almost straight bill,

longer than the head, and the nostrils are long narrow slits. The
wing is extremely large, but rounded, not pointed, the first primary

being about half the length of the second, and the second and third

falling short of the tip of the wing. The tail, composed of twelve

soft feathers, is about half the length of the wing, and rounded
very slightly. The tarsus is smooth, and the hind claw longer

than its toe.

348. Tiehodroma mxiraria. The Wall-Creeper.

Certhia muraria, Lhm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 184 (1766).

Tiehodroma niuraiia (Lhw,\ Blyth, Cat. p. 189 ; Horsf. 8^ M. Cat. ii,

p. 719 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 383 ; Hume ^ Headers. Lah. to Yark.

p. 181 ; Smily, S. F. iv, p. 136 ; Hume, Cat. no. 247 ; Gadmo,
Cni. 5. ilf.vii'i, p. 331.

The Bed-ivinged Wall-creeper, Jerd. ; Dewal Gaiyuk, Pushtu ; Sag-

gorsa-lamdong-pho, Lepch. ; Svpptirotsu, Chamba.

Fig. 104.—Head of T. muraria.

Coloration. In winter plumage the forehead, crown, nape, and

ear-coverts are brown ; a ring round the eye and a short super-

cilium white ; lores mixed ashy and brown ; hind neck, back, and

scapulars ashy grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts iron-grey ; lesser

wing-coverts bright crimson ; the outer greater coverts and the

primary-coverts brown on the inner and dull crimson on the outer

webs ; the inner greater coverts and the tertiaries brown, tinged

with ashy ; winglet brown ; quills black tipped with whitish, the

outer webs of the primaries and secondaries, except those of the

first three, with the basal half of the outer webs crimson ; the

first four large primaries each with two large white spots on the
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inner webs ; tail black tipped with ashy, which gradually changes

to white and increases in amount towai'ds the outer feathers ; chin

and throat pure white ; remainder of lower plumage ashy slate

;

the under tail-coverts fringed with white; axillaries crimson.

In summer the crown of the head becomes grey and the chin

and throat black. The female is said to have a smaller extent of

the throat black than the male.

The young resemble the adults in winter plumage, but there is

less crimson on the wing, and all the quills have each two rufous

spots on the inner web. These spots gradually disappear, except

on the first four large primaries, where they eventually turn

white.

Bill black ; iris blackish brown ; legs, feet, and claws black

(Scully).

Length nearly 7; tail 2-3; wing 4; tarsus "9; bill from
gape 1-3.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Bhutan to the

extreme North-west. This species is merely a vidnter visitor, and
is found from October to March at all elevations, but generally

above 2500 feet. It, however, sometimes descends to the plains,

Hume recording one instance when he procured it at Etdwah on
the Jumna river, and I have seen it from the Bhutan Dears and
Dehra. In spring it retreats north, and no doubt breeds in Tibet

and other pQrtions of Central Asia. It inhabits a considerable

portion of Europe and Asia, and is said to be found in N. Africa.

Habits, ^e. The Wall-Creeper frequents cliffs and rocks, about
which it climbs with great ease in search of its food, which con-

sists chiefly of spiders and insects. It does not appear to breed

in India. Its nest consists of moss, grass, and hair worked up to-

gether in a creviceof a rock, and it lays from three to five eggs,

which are white freckled with reddish brown and some secondary

shell-marks of violet-g^ey.

Genus SPHENOCICHLA, Godwin-Austen and Walden, 1875.

The genus SphenodcMa contains two remarkable birds which,

following Sharpe and having regard also to the entire absence of

rictal bristles, I do not hesitate to place with the Wrens. They
are of strong, heavy build, with large feet. Unfortunately

nothing is known of their habits, and we have nothing but
structure to guide us, and I am of opinion that the absence of

rictal bristles, a character possessed by so few birds of this section,

is of more importance than any other.

In SphenodcMa the sexes are alike, and, judging from a con-

siderable series of 8. humii, the young do not differ from the adults.

The bill is perfectly conical and sharp-pointed when viewed later-

ally, about the length of the head or a little shorter ; the wing is

short and rounded ; the tail of twelve feathers is greatly graduated,

the outer feather reaching only over two thirds of the tail ; the

tarsi and feet are very strong.
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Key to t7ie Species.

a. Feathers of the throat and breast black, with pale

shafts S. humii, p. 336.

5. Feathers of the throat and breast with a submarginal

white border -Sf. roberti, p. 336.

Fig. 105.—Head of 8. humii.

349. SphenocicMa humii. Hume's Wedge-hilled Wren.

Heterorhynchus humei, Mandelli, S. F. i, p. 415 (1873); Hume,
Cat. no. 383 bis.

Sphenociehla humii (Mand.'), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 283 (part.).

Coloration. Forehead and sides of the head blackish, with white

shafts ; the whole upper plumage and wing-coverts golden brown,
each feather with a pale shaft and very distinctly bordered with
black, and the feathers of the back, rump, scapulars, and coverts

also cross-barred with black ; wings and tail dull golden brown
cross-barred with black; sides of the neck black; abroad supercilium

grey, reaching to the nape and there terminating in a number
of drops extending over the sides of the neck ; chin, throat, breast,

and sides of the body deep black with pale whitish shafts ; centre

of the abdomen ashy ; vent, flanks, and under tail-coverts golden

brown, each feather with a pale shaft and distinctly edged with

black.

In the dry state the legs and claws are dark brown, the bill

bluish horny, paler below.

Length about 7 ; tail 2-9 ; wing 3 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from
gape 1"05.

Distribution. Native Sikhim only, so far as is at present known,
from which place there is a considerable series in the British

Museum, procured by Mandelli's men, and preserved in the Hume
Collection. Nothing whatever is known about the habits of this bird.

350. Sphenociehla roberti. Robert's Wedge-hilled Wren.

Sphenociehla roberti, Godio.-Aust. 8r Wald. Ibis, 1875, p. 251

;

Hume, S. F. iv, p. 217 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 198,
pi. vi.

Stachyrirhynchus roberti (Godw-Aust. Sr WaUl.), Hume, S. F. iv,

p. 217, note.

Heterorhynchus roberti (Godw.-Aust. Sf Wald.), Hume, Cat. no. 383
ter.

Heterorhynchus humii, Mand. apud Hume, S. F. xi, p. 135.
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Coloration. The whole upper plumage pale golden brown, each

feather margined with black and subterminally tipped with ashy ;

the wing-coverts, back, rump, upper tail-coverts, wings, and tail

cross-barred with black ; ear-coverts rufous with paler shafts ; Q
broad supercilium composed of black feathers with subterminal

white tips ; chin, throat, and sides of the neck, breast, and upper
abdomen ashy brown edged with black, inside this bordered very

distinctly and evenly wilh white; remainder of the lower plumage
golden brown with whitish subterminal spots.

In the dry skin the legs are dark brown ; the bill brown with

the greater "part of the lower mandible yellowish.

Length about 7 ; tail 2'6 ; wing 2-9 : tarsus 14 ; bill from
gape 1'05.

Distribution. DiscoYerei by Mr. Robert on the Hemeo Peak,

North Cachar hills. This species has also been procured in the

Manipur hills according to Godwin-Austen.

Genus ANORTHURA, Eennie, 1833.

The genus Anorthura contains two Indian birds which may be

considered as permanent races of the Common English Wren.
They inhabit the Himalayas, and are constant residents there.

In Anorthura the sexes are alike, and the young bird is quite

like the adult. The bill is very slender and feeble, and about hall

the length of the head ; the wing is extremely short and rounded,

the first primary being about two thirds the length of the second
;

the tail, of twelve feathers, is shorter than the wing and not very

much graduated, the outer feather being about three quarters the

length of the tail ; the tarsus and the claws are long and slender

;

and the plumage is barred in both species.

The Wrens frequent underwood, creeping about, as a rule, and
flying but little. They build massive nests and lay n umerous eggs,

which are usually spotted but occasionally white.

Key to the Spedes.

a. Plumage davk rufous-brown ; hind toe and claw

strong, -6 in length A. nepalensis, p. 837.

b. Plumage pale rufous-brown ; hind toe and claw

weak, -56 in length A. negkda, p. 338.

Fig. 106.—Head of A. nepalensis.

351 . Anorthura nepalensis. The Kepal Wren.

Troglodytes nipalensis, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. h. xiv, p. 589 (1845)
^

id. Cat. p, 158 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 181 ; Jerd. B. I. \, p. 491 }

VOL. I. Z



338 ceethiidjE.

Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli,pt. ii, p. 55; Ham';, Cat. no. 333; BrooJcs,

S. F. viii, p. 470.

Anorthura nepalensis {Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. y'l, p. 277.

Marchoh-pho, Lepch.

Colorat'on. Forehead, crown, nape, and uppsr back dark rufous-

brown ; the remaining upper plumage, the tail, wiug and its coverts

the same, closely cross-barred with black ; lores, sides of the head,

and a short siipercilium mingled rufous-ashy and brown ; the

whole lower plumage brown, greatly infuscated on the vent and
sides of the body, every portion closely cross-barred with black,

and with a tinge of fulvous suffusing the whole; the under tail-

coverts with a few whitish dots.

The young resemble the adults, but at first have the upper
plumage less barred.

Bill brown ; legs horny brown ; iris hazel-brown (Jerdori) ; legs

pale reddish brown (Jerdon).

Length about 3'7 ; tail 1'3 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus "7 ; bill from
gape -7.

Distribution. I have examined specimens of this species from
Sikhim and Nepal only. At Simla and in the Sutlej valley the

next species occurs. The Nepal Wren is found at great elevations,

Blanford stating that in Sikhim it was common above 10,000
feet.

Hahils, ^e. Blanford observed this species in Sikhim hunting
over loose moss-covered stones, constantly entering the crevices

between the blocks and emerging again at a considerable distance.

He usually saw the birds in small families, three or four together,

hunting on the ground and low bushes and with the same predilec-

tion for exploring hollows under stones. The nest of this species

has not yet been found.

352. Anorthura neglecta. The Kashmir Wren.

Troglodytes nipalensis, Hodgs. apud Stolicdca, J. A. S. B. xxxvii,

pt. ii, p. 32 ; Hume, N. Sr JS, p. 218 ; id. Sf Henders. Lah. to Yark.
p. 187.

Troglodytes neglectus, Brooks, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 328 (1872) ;

Hume, S. F. iv, p. 492 ; id. Cat. no. 333 bis ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881,
p. fl2 ; 1882, p. 271 ; Sctdly, Ibis, 1881, p. 437.

Anorthura neglecta (Brooks), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 278 ; Oates
in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 221.

Coloration. Eesembles j4. M«paZ«nsis in the distribution of colours
and markings, but is markedly paler and smaller, with much weaker
legs and claws, the hind toe and claw measuring -Sb in length as
against "6 in A. nepalensis.

This bird can only be considered a small pale form of A. nepalen-
sis, but as the small size and weak feet are correlated with a paler
plumage it seems entitled to separation.

Bill brown, dusky above ; feet dusky ; gape fleshy ; iris brown
(ScfuMy).
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Length about 3-5 ; tail 1-2; wing 1-8; tarsus "65; bill from
gape "K.

Both this species and A. nepcdcnsis differ from the English Wren
in being darker coloured and in being barred on nearly every por-

tion of the plumage.
Distribution. Throughout Kashmir and the Himalayas to Simla.

I have seen no specimens of Wrens collected between Simla and
the Nepal frontier and cannot say which of the two species occurs

in that portion of the Himalayas.

Habits, Sfc. Brooks found two nests of this Wren in Kashmir in

May and June—one in the roots of a large fallen pine, the other iu

the foliage of a moss-grown tree. The nests were made of moss
and fibres and lined with feathers. The eggs in the first nest were
white spotted with red, and in the second pur? white without any
spots. They measured about "66 by '5.

Genus ELACHUEA, u. gen.

The Wren which forms the type of this new genus differs con-

spicuously from Anorthura in having a much stouter bill and a

more graduated tail. The plumage is moreover spotted, not barred.

According to Jerdon, it appears that Blyth proposed to separate

this bird under the generic name Spiloptera ; but this name was
preoccupied twice over in Entomology before the date of Jerdon's

work and consequently cannot be used for the purpose.

In Elachura the sexes are alike and the young are no doubt

simOar to the adults in plumage. The bill is about half the length

of the head and stout. The wing is very short and rounded and

the first primary is about two thirds the length of the second.

The tail is much graduated, the outer feather reaching only to the

middle of the tail, and the tarsus, toes, and claws are long. The
only species known appears to be resident and incapable of any

leugthened flight.

353. Elachura punctata. The SpMed Wren.

Troglodytes punctatus *, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. .589 (1845') ; id.

Cat. p. 158 ; Jerd. B. Ind. i, p. 492 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 525 ; id.

S. F. V, p 238 ; id. Cat. no. 334.

Troglodytes formosus, Wald. Ibis, 1874, p. 91.

Anorthura formosa ( Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 279.

The Spotted Wren, Jerd. ; Marchoh-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. The upper plumage, wing-coverts, sides of the head,

and" neck dark brown, tinged with rufous on the lower part of the

rump and the upper tail-coverts, and each feather with a small

* As above stated, Blyth proposed to constitute a new genus for this

species. At all events the bird is not congeneric with the European Wren to

whiuh Brehm applied the name ' punctattts,' and therefore Blyth 's specific name
may be retained in preference to Walden's.

Z 2
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subterminal white spot bordered above and below with black ; inner

webs of quills brown, the outer barred with chestnut and black ;

tail reddish brown, cross-barred with black ; lower plumage pale

Fig. ] 07.—Head of E. punctata.

fulvous, inclining to rufous on the abdomen and flanks, each feather

with a triangular white spot, above which is a smaller black one,

and all the feathery delicately vermiculated with black.

Bill horny brown ; legs pale brown ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 4-5; tail 1*2; wing 1"8 ; tarsus '65; bill from

gape "6.

Distribution. Confined to Sikhim, where this Wren appears to be

found at high elevations only.

Genus ITROCICHLA, Sharpe, 1881.

The genus Urocichla contains two "Wrens which may be recognized

by their short tail of ten feathers. Their upper plumage is squa-
mated or scale-like. They are resident species and owing to their

very short, rounded wings they probably are incapable of flying far.

In Urocichla the bill is rather stout and very similar to that of

Elachura ; the tail is rounded, the outer feather reaching to about
three quarters the length of the middle pair, and the tarsus and
toes are long. The sexes are alike and the young somewhat
resemble the adult.

Key to the Species.

a. Lower plumage plain rufous ; middle of
abdomen white U. longicaudata, p. 340.

b. Lower plumage rufous, variegated with
black and white bars U. caudata, p. 341.

354. UrocicMa longicaudata. The Long-tailed Wren.

Pnoepyga longicaudata, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 74 ; id. ^ Horsf. Cat.
i, p. 398 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 490 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 101 ; xliii, pt. ii, p. 178 ; Hume, Cat. no. 332.

Pnoepyga chooolatina, Oodw.-Aust. Sr Wald. Ibis, 1875, p. 252:
Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 195 : Hume, S. F. iv,
p. 218 ; id. Cat. p. 332 bis ; id. S. F. xi, p. 120.

Urocichla longicaudata {Moore), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. x\, p. 263.

The Long-tailed Hill- Wren, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, back, and the sides of the
neck olive-brown, each feather with a narrow brown or blackish
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margin ; rump, upper tail-eoverts, and tail olive-brown with |
rufous tinge ; coverts and wings brown, with the greater part of the

outer webs chestnut-brown ; lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts deep

ashy ; the whole lower plumage ferruginous, the feathers of the

throat and breast with numerous small brown specks, most conspi-

cuous in newly-moulted birds : middle of the abdomen white.

Fig. 108.—Head of U. lovgicaudata.

The young bird is uniform rufous above, without any margins

to the feathers, and the lower plumage is always, from the earliest

age, like that of the adult. The brown margins commence to

appear almost at once, but some months elapse before the upper
plumage presents the sqnamated appearance of the adult.

Iris red ; bill black ; legs brown {Coclchurn).

Length about 4-5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus '8
; bill from

gape '6.

Distribution. Shillong and Cherra Poonjee in the Khasi hills.

This bird is not known to occur elsetphere, and its reputed occur-

rence in Afghanistan and Sikhim is erroneous.

355. TJrocichla caudata. The Tailed Wren.

Tesia caudata, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 688 (1845).

Pnoepyga caudata {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 179 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 181 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 490 ; Hume, Cat. no. 331 ; Sharpe, Cat. B.

M. vi, p. 305.

Anura caudata (Blyth), Hume, N. # B. p. 218.

Urocichla caudata (Blyth), Gates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 222.

The Tailed Hill-Wren, Jerd.

Coloration. Lores and sides of the head grey ; the whole upper

plumage olive-brown, the feathers with terminal black edges and

faint shaft-streaks ; wings and their coverts chestnut-brown ; tail

rufous-brown ; chin and throat bright chestnut ; breast paler chest-

nut, each feather with a black centre and tip ; sides of the body the

same; abdomen black, each feather with a white shaft -streak, in

most cases hidden, and a large subterminal square white spot.

The young bird is like the adult, but has the black and white

marks faint and indistinct.

Bill blackish ; legs brown ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length nearly 4; tail 1-3; wing 1-9; tarsus -75 ; bill from

gape '5.

Distribution. Sikhim, at considerable altitudes. Hodgson's plate
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of this species does not bear auy remarks of his own on the reverse,

and I have found this absence of remarks, as a rule, to indicate that

the bird from vehich the -plate was taken was procured in Sikhim

and not in Nepal. In these cases, instead of Hodgson's remarks

in English, there are some notes and measurements recorded in

Hindustani, probably by some native assistant.

Habits, S/'c. I can find no notes from Hodgson's pen on the nidi-

fication of this species, although he figures the nest. Hume, how-
ever, informs us that, according to Hodgson, this bird builds a deep

cup-shaped nest about the roots of trees or in a hole in fallen

timber ; the nest is a dense mass of moss and moss-roots, lined

with the latter. The eggs, four or five in number, are spotless

white and measure '75 by -54.

Genus PNOEPYGA, Hodgs., 1845.

The genus Pnoepyga contains two Wrens which are characterized

by an extremely short tail of only six feathers ; this short tail is,

moreover, entirely concealed from view by the long and very ample
rump-feathers. In other structural characters the genus resembles

Urocichla.

The sexes differ considerably in colour, and the young are with-

out the markings of the adult. Both species are resident on the

Himalayas and the hill-ranges of Burma.

Key to the Species.

a. Win^ ahout 2'3 ; the o;reater coverts, secon-
daries, and tertiaries not tipped with
fulvous P. squamata, p. 342.

6. Wing about 2 ; the greater coverts, secon-
daries, and tertiaries tipped with fulvous. . P.pusiUa, p. 343.

356. Pnoepyga squamata. The Scaly-hreasted Wren.

Microura squamata, Gould, Icon. Av. pi. v (1837).
Tesia albiventer, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. vi, p. 102 (1837).
Tesia ruEventer, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. vi, p. 102 (1837).
Pnoepyga unicolor, Hodgs. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 2d.

Pnoepyga squamata (Go»/d), Blyth, Cat. p. 179; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.i,

p. 180 ; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 488 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii,

p. 32 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 101 ; Blanf. J. A.
S. B. xli, pt. ii, pp. 55, 160 ; Hume

8f Dav. S. F. vi, p. 234

;

Hume, Cat. no. 329.

Pnoepyga albiventris (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 302 ; Oates,
B. B. i, p. 152 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. 1, p. 223.

The Scaly-breasted Hill- Wren, Jerd. ; Marchok-bong, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. Forehead and the sides of the head and neck
rich brown with bright fulvous shaft-streaks ; the'whole upper
plumage and the lesser wing-coverts also rich brown with a fulvous
drop on each feather, the drops becoming bars on the rump and
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upper tail-coverts ; each feather also narrowly edged with black

;

wings, median and greater coverts brown, the outer webs broadly

edged with chestnut-brown ; chin and throat white margined with

brown ; breast and the middle oi^ the abdomen white, each feather

with a large black centre and a narrow black margin ; sides of the

abdomen and flanks fulvous, marked in a similar manner to the

breast.

Female. Similar to the male, but the whole of the lower plumage
bright fulvous, every part except the chin and throat being marked
with black as in the male.

The young have the whole upper plumage and the wings rich

rufous-brown and the lower parts dusky brown ; no spots whatever.

In this state they are the P. concolor of Hodgs. MS.
Legs fleshy brown ; bill dusky brown above, fleshy at the base

beneath ; iris brown (Jerdon).

Length about 4 ; tail '6; wing 2-3 ; tarsus 1; bill from gape '65.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim,

where this Wren occurs at considerable elevations. It has also

been found in the Khasi hills and near Bhdmo. The birds pro-

cured by Wardlaw Eamsay in Karennee, and identified by Lord
Walden with the present species, are, I find on examination of the

skins, P. pusilla, the next species.

Habits, S^e. Constructs a small nest of moss in May on the trunk of

a tree not far from the ground, or other similar locality. The eggs,

three in number, are pure white and measure about "75 by "oS.

357. Pnoepyga pusilla. TJie Brown Wren.

Pnoepyga pusilla, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1846, p. 25; Blyth, Cat. p. 179;

Horsf. $ M. Cat. i, p. 180 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 489 ; Godw.-Aiist.

J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 23 ; Hume Sf Pav. S. F. vi, p. 234 ; Hvme,
Cat. no. 330 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vi, p. 304 ; Gates, B. B. i,

p. 153.

Pnoepyga squamata, apud Wald. inBlytKs Birds Burm. p. 99.

Tke Brown Hill- Wren, Jerd,

Coloration. Eesembles P. albiventris, sex for sex. Differs in

being smaller and in having the upper plumage less marked with

fulvous spots, these spots being fewer and less distinct. On the

other hand the median and greater coverts and all the secondaries

and tertiaries are distinctly tipped with fulvous, which is not the

ease in P. albiventris.

The young are also quite similar to the young of P. albiventris,

and cannot be distinguished from them till some of the spots on

the wings appear.

Bill black, lower mandible paler ; gape whitish ; legs and feet

pale brown ; claws paler ; iris deep brown (Hume df Davison).

Length about 3-5 ; tail -5; wing 2; tarsus "8
; bill from gape '6.

Distribution. Sikhim ; probably Nepal ; Assam ; Khdsi hills ;

Karennee ; Mnleyit mountain in Tenasserim. Outside our limits

this species has been found at Perak.
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Family REGULID^.
The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth ; hinder

aspect of tarsus bilaminated ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue

non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of the forehead, the space

between the nostril and the edge of the mandible less than the space

between the nostril and the culmen ; plumage of the nestling

resembling that of the adult female, but paler ; rectrices twelve

;

each nostril covered by a single stiff feather ; sexes slightly dif-

ferent ; a single moult.

The only genus of this family contains the Goldcrests, of which
four species are known. These birds possess a character which
suffices to separate them from all the other Passeres, viz. a stiff,

small, and perfect feather over each nostril. This character is

sufficiently important, in my opinion, to render it desirable to

elevate the Goldcrests to the rank of a family.

The single moult and the simple plumage of the nestling ally

the BegulidcB to the Crateropodidae ; and the former appear to be
very closely connected with the last few genera of the Timeliince,

such as Proparus and Lioparus, the hairs over the nostrils in these
being replaced by a feather in Regulus, to serve some purpose
in its economy which has not yet been discovered.

One species of Regulus is a well-known British bird, and the
same form is found in India.

In the ReguUdce the bUl is slender, entire, and about one third

the length of the head ; the rictal bristles are long, and the head
is subcrested, with a bright patch of feathers on the crown and
some coronal streaks ; the wing is short and curved, the first pri-

mary small and the second about equal to the eightli ; the tail is

composed of twelve feathers (not of ten, as erroneously stated by
Jerdon) and slightly forked ; the tarsus and the hind claw are
strong, but the foot is feeble.

Genus REGULUS, Cuvier, 1800.

Characters the same as those of the Family.

358. Regulus cristatus. The Goldcrest.

Motacilla regulus, Zinn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 338 (1766).
Regulus cristatus, KocJi, Sytfem d. baier. Zool. p. 199 (1816) • Muth

Cat. p. 186; Hume, Cat. no. 680; Biddvlph, Ibis, 1881 'p 67-
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1882, p. 279 ; Sadly, Ibis, 1881, p. 450 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. vui,

p. 80 ; Oates in Hume's N. 4 JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 223.

Reguliis himalayensis, Blyth, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 200 (1863) ; Stoliczha,

J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 'ii, p. 47 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 373 ; Brooks,

S. F. iii, p. 246.

The Himalayan Fire-crest, Jerd.

Coloration. Male. The lores and a space round the eye dull

white ; forehead and a broad supercilium, ear-coverts, and the

sides of the head and neck ashy ; sides of the crown broadly black

streaked with yellow, the two bands enclosing a Bame-red patch on
the crown ; hind neck and upper back ashy ; upper plumage dull

green, yellowish on the rump ; tail brown edged with green

;

wings brown, all the feathers edged with green, the median and
greater coverts tipped with pale yellow, the later primaries and
the secondaries yellow at base, then black, the latter colour forming
a conspicuous patch ; later secondaries and tertiaries tipped with

whitish ; lower plumage pale buff to yellowish brown.

Fig. 109.—Head of S. cristatus.

Female. Resembles the male, but has the patch on the crown
sidphur-yellow.

The young have neither coronal patch nor streaks ; otherwise

they resemble the adult, the full plumage of which they assume
apparently in the first autumn.

Bill black ; iris deep brown j legs and claws dark brownish
green ; feet much paler {Hume).

Length about 4; tail 1'5; wing 2-2; tarsus "BS ; bill from,

gape '5.

The G-oldcrest of the Himalayas differs in no respect, so far as I

can see, from the Goldcrest of Europe.
Distribution. Kashmir and the Himalayas to Sikhim. In summer

this species is found as high as 11,000 feet, but there is no record

of the lowest level to which it descends either in summer or winter.

Scully asserts that the Groldcrest is a summer visitor to Gilgit. It

is probable?- therefore, that it winters in the lower valleys.

The Goldcrest inhabits Europe and a considerable portion of

Asia.

Habits, Sfc. The nest of the Goldcrest appears to have been found

only once in the Himalayas. It was discovered at Rogi in the

Sutlej valley on the 8th June, and was placed at the end of a
deodar branch, eight feet from the ground. It contained seven

young birds. The nest was a deep pouch, made of lichens and
suspended from several twigs. The eggs of this bird are pinkish

white speckled with red, and measure about "56 by "42.
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Fig. 110.

—

Acrocephalus stentoreus.

Family SYLVIIDiE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth or the

upper one with a single simple notch ; hinder aspect of tarsus

smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal lamina) ; wing with

ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the

line of the forehead, the space between the nostril and the edge of

the mandible less than the space between the nostril and the culmen ;

plumage of the nestling like that of the adult female, but brighter ;

rectrices ten or twelve ; sexes generally alike ; a partial or com-

plete spring moult in addition to the complete autumn moult.

The Sylviidce, or Warblers, comprise a large number of birds of

small size and, with few exceptions, of plain plumage.
Many of them have a complete spring moult, which not only

causes a change in the colour of the plumage, but also a change in

the shape and length of the tail. In some the spring moult is
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confined to portions of the body, and in others again merely to
some of the quills of the wings and tail.

In the Sylviidx the sexes are alike, except in a few genera, in
which they differ slightly. The young birds are remarkable for
being more highly coloured than the adults, but they have the
same pattern of colour. It is doubtful if the young birds moult
in the first autumn ; but if they do so, the moult has apparently no
effect on the colour of the plumage. In those birds which have a
complete moult in the spring, the adult plumage is assumed at

that season ; but iu those the spring moult of which is partial or
imperfect, the young do not assume the adult colours till the
second autumn.

The majority of the Warblers are migratory, and the migrations
of some are far and wide. Others are quite sedentary and in-

capable of any lengthened flight.

The SylviidcB of India comprise 110 species referable to 32
genera. I have arranged these in two series, the first of which
includes all the Warblers with twelve tail-feathers, aud the second
those with ten.

Key to the Genera.

a. Tail of twelve feathers.

a'. Feathers of the forehead short, rounded,
their shafts not elongate ; no hairs or

bristles on the margin of the forehead
except the ordinary rictal ones near the
gape.

a". Rictal bristles arranged in a horizontal

row.
a"'. The feathers of the head and neck soft,

not spinous.

a'. First primary much less than a third
of the length of the second.

a^. Wing longer than tail hv nearly
the length of the tarsus Aedon, p. 360.

b\ Wing and tail about equal in

length.

o°. Rictal bristles very small ; tail

much graduated, the outer

feathers less than three C[uarters

the length of tail Locustella, p. 351.
i°. Rictal bristles strong and well-

developed ; tail less graduated,

the outer feathers more than
three quarters the length of

tail ACHOOEPHALUS,
6*. The first primary longer than a third [p. 355.

of the second, most frequently equal

to or exceeding the half.

c'. Rictal bristles extremely short. . . . Teibuea, p. 361.
d'. Rictal bristles well-developed,

c". Bill as long as, or longer than,

the head Obthotomds, p. 366.
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d?. Bill decidedly shorter than the

head.

, a'. First primary shorter than half

the second.

a''. Wing pointed, the secon-

daries falling short of tip

of wing by more than the

length of hind toe Lusciniola, p. 369.

6'. Wing rounded, the secon-

daries falling short of tip

of wing by a distance not
greater than hind toe Oisticola, p. 370.

6''. First primary longer than half

the second.

d'. Third primary falling short

of tip of wing by a con-

siderable distance,

a'. Two rictal bristles on
each side of the head . . Fbanklinia, p. 375.

6'. More than two rictal

bristles on each side of

the head.

n^°. Tail much more than
once and a half the

length of the wing . . Laticilla, p. 379.
6^°. Tail less than once and

a half the length of

the wing GnAMiNicoLA,p.381.
dp. Third primary reaching to

tip of wing.
<?. Tail very much longer

than wing Mesalubus, p. 382.

d?. Tail equal to wing .... Schcenicola, p. 384.
6'". The feathers of the head and neck [p. 385.

spinous ACANTHOPTILA,
h". Rictal bristles arranged vertically CH^aiTOKNis, p. 387.

b'. Feathers of the forehead disintegrated, the

shafts lengthened; some supplementary

bristles, frequently long and numerous, in

front of the rictal bristles,

c". Tail greatly graduated and rounded .... Akundinax, p. 389.

d". Tail nearly even or sometimes slightly

forked,

c'". Supplementary bristles in front of the
rictal bristles very short; no frontal

hairs over nostrils.

c*. Bill from gape to tip longer than the
middle toe with claw Htpolaib, p. 390.

d*. Bill from gape to tip shorter than
middle toe with claw Sylvia, p. 394.

d'". Supplementary bristles very strong and
numerous ; no frontal hairs over the
nostrils; bill short and stout IlEBBivocuLA,p.399.

«'". Supplementary bristles not strong but
fairly numerous ; no frontal hairs over [p. 400.
nostrils; biU weak and slender Phylloscopus,
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/'". Supplementary bristles very strong and
numerous, extending up to the cul-

men, and lying over the nostrils as

far as the niiddle of the bill ; bill large

and wide at base Acanthopnbtjste,
g'". Supplementary bristles very strong and [p. 411.

numerous, extending up to the cul-

men, and lying over the nostrils nearly

as far as tip of bill . , Cbyptolopha,
, Tail of ten feathers.

_
[p. 421.

c'. Tail not subject to variation in length accord-

ing to season; obsoletely or not at all cross-

rayed ; less graduated, the tips of the outer

tail-feathers reaching beyond the middle
of the tail by more than the length of the
hind toe.

e". Wing and tail of about the same length.

h'". Nostrils overhung by long hairs.

e*. Tail very slightly rounded, the outer

feathers falling short of tip of tail

by less than the length of the hind
toe.

e'. Bictal bristles of great length,

nearly as long as culmen ; wing
rather longer than tail.

e". Bill short and pointed Abbornis, p. 428.

p. Bill long and very blunt Tickbllia, p. 431.

y. Rictal bristles moderate, about
half length of culmen ; wing
rather shorter than tail Scotocbbca, p. 432.

/*. Tail considerably roimded, the outer
feathers falling short of tip of tail

by more than length of hind toe , . Nkobnis, p. 433.

i'". Nostrils iiot overhung by hairs.

g*'. Supplementary bristles in front of
rictal bristles ; feathers of forehead
with lengthened shafts Hobobnis, p. 434.

h*. No supplementary bristles in front of
rictal bristles ; feathers of forehead
short, smooth, with shafts not - pro-
duced.

g^. Bill as long as head, broad, blunt,

and narrowing gradually Phylleegatbs,
hK Bill only half the length of the [p. 439.

head, slender, sharp, and narrow-
ing rapidly.

g'. Outer tail-feathers falling short

of tip of tail by length of

tarsus HoEBiTBS, p. 440.

A°. Outer tail-feathers falling short

of tip of tail by length of hind
toe only Cettia, p. 441.

/". Tail about half length of wing Ubosphena, p. 442.

d'. Tail subject to variation in length according

to season ; distinctly cross-rayed
;
greatly

graduated, the outer feathers in most cases
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falling short of middle of tail and never
exceeding it by more than length of hind
toe.

(/'. Tail about twice length of wing Suya, p. 443.

y . Tail about once and a half length of

wing or less Pbinia, p. 447

Genus AEDON, Boie, 1826.

The genus ^edon is represented in India by one species, which
is a somewhat rare winter visitor and confined at that season to

the dry parts of the north-west. It is more richly coloured than
most of the "Warblers, the chestnut and white on the tail rendering

it conspicuous. It is a bird of restricted migration. The bill is

about half the length of the head, slender and similar in shape to

that of Locustella (fig. 113). The forehead is clothed with short

thick-set feathers and there are no supplementary bristles ; this

character, and the longer wing and foot, separate the species from
Sylvia, in which Seebohm places it. The tail is very ample and
much rounded.

Fig. 111.—Wing oi A. familiaris.

Fig. 112.—Foot of A. familiaris.

The Grrey-backed Warbler frequents gardens, fields, and low
jungle and feeds a good deal on the ground, as might be expected
in a bird with so comparatively long a tarsus. This "Warbler
and its European ally, A. galactodes, were at one time considered
to be aquatic in their habits, and in this respect to resemble the
Grasshopper- and Eeed-Warblers, but they are now known to be
rather addicted to dry localities. They construct a cup-shaped
nest in bushes and low trees and lay four or five eggs, grey marked
with brown. The Indian species is not likely to be found"breeding
in any part of the Empire.
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359. Aeioa familiaris. The Qrey-baaked Warbler.

Sylvia familiaris, M4netr. Cat, Buis. Ciiuc. p. 32 (1832) ; Seebohm,
Cat. B. M. V, p. 36.

Aedon familiaris (M4n4tr.), Butler Sf Hume, S. F. iii, p. 476 ; Blanf.
iS. F. V, p. 246 ; Butler, S. F. vii, p. 183 ; Hume, Cat. no. 492 tsr

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 205.

Coloration. Upper plumage fulvous-brown, the sides of the cron-u
more or less dusky ; lower rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut-
brown ; middle pair of tail-feathers various—soraetimas chestnut
with the basal half of the ioner web and the tip of the outer brown,
sometimes chestnut on the basal third of both webs and brown on
the remainder, in other cases the chestnut and brown vary in extent

;

the next two pairs chestnut, with a large subterminal black patch j

the remainder the same but with broad white tips in additiou

;

wings brown, edged with pale sandy brown ; lores and a patch
behind the eye blackish ; a distinct bufflsh-white supercilium from
the nostril to the nape ; a similar band under the eye followed
below by a dusky streak ; the whole lower plumage very pale

vinaceous.

Legs and feet dusky ileshy ; bill horny above, pale below ; iris

dark brown {Hume).
Length about?; tail 2-7; wing 3-4 : tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -85.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the dry parts of the north-west
of India, where this species has been procured at Karachi and
Kotri in August, at Jodhpore in September, and at Deesa in August,
September, and October. It will probably be found in the Punjab.
It passes the summer in Persia, Afghanistan, and Turkestan, and
probably many oE the birds do not migrate at all from these

countries. It extends into Europe.

Genus LOCUSTELLA, Zaup, 1829.

The genus Locustella is represented in India by three species of

somewhat similar appearance and size and of plain colours. They
are found in reed-beds, swamps, and wet cover of all sorts, and
they occur in ludia only in the winter. Their summer-quai-ters

appear to be the northern parts of Asia; but, judging from a speci-

men of L. straminea being killed in Native Sikhiim in June, it is

probable that the breeding-quarters of this species may lie in or

near that country.

The Grasshopper-Warblers, as they are called from their peculiar

note, are very shy and seldom expose themselves to view. They
are consequently little known and seldom obtained. In Burma,
however, after shooting one or two specimens I found it quite

possible to obtain a large number by walking, through inundated

rice-fields, and I found them to be common to an extraordinary

degree.

The summer and winter plumages of the adults do not differ in

any important particular, but the young are very yellow and
generally more streaked than the adults. The sexes are aUke.
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The birds of this genus have a slender bill, about half as long as

the head; the rictal bristles are very weak and hardly noticeable,

and the forehead is very smooth and free from all hairs ; the

plumage is soft ; the first primary is exceedingly small and the

second reaches nearly to the tip of the vdng ; the tail is very much
rounded and the feathers have a tendency to be pointed ; the under

tail-coverts are very long.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail-feathers broadly tipped with white L. eerthiola, p. 353.

b. Tail-feathers without broad white tips.

o'. Lower plumage streaked L. lanceolata, p. 35-3.

v. Lower plumage not streaked L. straminea, p. 354.

360. Lociistella certMola. Pallas's Grasshopper-Warbler.

Motacilla eerthiola. Pal. Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat. i, p. 509 (1811).

LoousteUa rubescena, Bhjth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 583 (1845) ; id. Cat.

p. 182 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 160.

Locustella temporalis, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 160 (1863).

Locustella eerthiola (Pall.), Qodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 270 ; JBume, Cat. no. 521 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 548 ; iSfee-

bohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 114; Oates, S. F. x, p. 216 ; id. B. B. i,

p. 102.

The Rvddy Reed- Warbler, Jerd.

Fig. 113.—Head of i. eerthiola.

Coloration. Head blackish brovra, each feather narrowly edged
with pale reddish brown ; a collar behind the nape reddish brown
without marks ; this unspotted collar indicates very old birds ; back,

scapulars, and wing-coverts dark blackish brown, rather broadly

edged with reddish brown ; rump reddish brown, without marks j

upper tail-coverts reddish brown, each feather with a large central

drop of black ; the outer tail-feathers nearly all black, the rufous
margins being small ; towards the middle of the tail each pair of
rectrices becomes progressively less black and more margined with
rufous, and the middle pair are rufous with a broad serrated black
shaft-line ; all the rectrices tipped with white ; eye-streak yellowish
white ; ear-coverts hair-brown, and a patch below the ear-coverts
yellowish buff ; chin, throat, and middle of abdomen whitish

;

remainder of the underparts delicate buff, becoming darker on the
flanks and under tail-coverts ; wings brown, the tertiaries edged with
whitish, and the other quills with pale rufous-brown.
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As a rule, the underparts are quite unmarked ; but in many birds

in adult plumage there are a few tiny marks on the feathers of the
sides of the breast.

Iris sepia-brown ; legs white ; bill dark brown ; mandible
ochraceous (Everett).

The young bird up to October has the whole upper plumage,
including the coverts and tertiaries, blackish brown. ; the feathers

of the head narrowly, and all the others broadly, margined with
reddish brown ; rectrices chiefly blackish 'brown, irregularly mar-
gined with rufous-brown, and very broadly terminated with whitish

;

the lower plumage bufE, pale on the throat and upper breast, dark
on the lower breast, and increasing in depth of colour down to the

tail-coverts ; the throat and breast closely spotted with triangular

blackish-brown marks ; stripe over the eye and a streak from the

bill under the cheeks and ear-coverts yellowish buff ; ear-coverts

hair-brovra; under wing-coverts whitish ; primaries and secondaries

dark brown, narrowly edged with reddish brown.
Birds with the bright yeUowish-buff lowerplumage are not spotted,

and this is probably the stage into which the nestling moults in

October or November. In this stage the upper plumage is much
brighter, the black centres to the feathers being smaller and the
margins larger ; the ramp is almost unstreaked. The black on
the rectrices is less in extent, and the white tips reduced to the

same size as in the adult ; the eye-streak, the chin, throat, and the

whole lower plumage are lively yellowish-buff, becoming deeper and
passing into warm ochraceous on the flanks and under tail-coverts.

There are no spots, but a few of the feathers on the sides of the

neck are obsoletely tipped darker, but so slightly as not to be

noticeable without close inspection.

Prom this stage the bird in spring moults into the full plumage.

The summer plumage does not apparently differ from that of winter

except in being rather paler below.

Length 5-5 ; tail 2'2
; wing 2'3 ; tarsus '85 ; bill from gape "7

;

the second primary is generally equal to the fourth, but some-

times slightly longer or shoi-ter.

Distribution. A winter visitor to Burma and portions of India.

This species does not appear to be rare in some parts of Bengal.

It has been procured at Oherra Poonjee, in the Andamans, and in

Ceylon. I observed it to be very common in Southern Pegu in

the rice-fields near the Pegu Canal from October to December.

There is no portion of India and Burma, suited to its habits,

where this bird may not probably be found if looked for. In winter

it occurs in China and the Malay Archipelago, and it passes the

summer in Northern Asia.

361. Locustella lanceolata. The Streaked Grasshopper-Warbler.

Sylvia lauceolata, Temm. Man. d'0?ti. ed. 2, iv, p. 614 (1840).

Locustella subsignata, Hume, S. F. i, p. 409 (1873), ii, p. 496.

Locustella lanceolata {Temm.), Wald. Ibis, 1874, p. 139 ; id. in Blyih,

voii. I. 2 a
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Birds Burm. p. 121 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 290 ; Sume ^ Dav. S. F.

ri, p. 339 ; Hume, Cat. no. 620 bis ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 118

;

OaUs, S. F. X, p. 215 ; id. B. B. i, p. 104
Lusciniopsis hendersonii, Cass, in Proc. Phil. Ac. Sc. 1858, p. 194.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage russet-brown, each feather

with a distinct dark brown median streak ; wings brown, the pri-

maries and secondaries edged with russet-brown on the outer webs,

the tertiaries edged with the same on both webs; tail brown,

obsoletely edged paler, and the shafts viewed from below white ;

ear-coTerts hair-brown ; sides of the head streaked with russet-

and dark brown ; chin, upper throat, and middle of the abdomen
spotless pale ochraceous white ; the remainder of the lower
plumage darker ochraceous, streaked with blackish brown ; under
tail-coverts sometimes streakless, more frequently largely streaked

with blackish brown ; under wing-coverts and axiUaries pale

vinaceous.

The streaks on the lower surface become reduced in aged birds.

The bird least marked in my series has a few streaks only on the

middle of the breast and on the flanks, with one or two faint marks
on the under tail-coverts. In this state it is very like the Indian
L. straminea. The majority of the birds are densely streaked from
the chin to the tail-coverts, except on the abdomen, and all these
are characterized by a richer tone of colouring beneath.

The tail-coverts vary in the most extraordinary manner. In
many of the birds they are entirely unmarked ; in others densely
streaked, and this apparently quite independently of the amount
of streaking on the other parts of the lower plumage.

Legs fleshy white ; claws pale horn-colour ; upper mandible
dark brown, lower one yellow at base, brovni at tip ; iris brown.
Length rather more than -5 ; tail 1-8 ; wing 2'1 ; tarsus -75 ; bill

from gape "6 ; the second primary is generally intermediate in
length between the third and fourth, or equal to the fourth.

Distribution. A winter visitor to Burma and the eastern portions
of India, The most westerly locality from which I have seen a
specimen is Etawah. This species probably extends throughout
Bengal ; I found it very abundant in Southern Pegu in rice-fields

and grass along the canal, from October to February, and Davi-
son procured it at various places in Tenasserim down to the
extreme south of that division. It is also known to occur in the
Andaman Islands. It summers in Central and Northern Asia and
in North-eastern Europe.

362. Locustella straminea. The Turkestan Grasshopper-
Warbler.

Acridiornis straminea, Severtz. Turlcest. Jevotn. p. 66 (1873) Cdescr
nulla). ^ ^

Locustella certhiola (Pall), Jerd. B. I. ii,p. 169.
Locustella hendersoni {Cass.), Butler, S. F. iii, p. 479 • Cripps, S. F.
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vii, p. 284 ; Hume, Cat. no. 520 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 406 ; Beid,

S. F. X, p. 44 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 213.

Locustella straminea (Severts.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 117.

The Lesser Heed- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage olive-brown, each feather

with a central dark brown or black spot ; wings brown, edged with
olive-brown ; tail brown, faintly edged with olive-brown and tipped

paler, obsoletely cross-rayed ; lores and an indistinct supercUiuin

buffy white ; ear-coverts brownish ; chin, throat, and middle of

abdbmen whitish ; remainder of lower plumage ochraceous ; under
tail-coverts streaked with brown.

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible, legs, and feet

fleshy ; iris light brown {Bingham),

Length about 5'5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape "6
;

the second primary is shorter than the sixth, but longer than the

fourth.

Distrihution. A winter visitor to the plains of India. I have
examined specimens from Delhi, Etawah, Oawnpore, Native Sik-

hi]n, the Bhutan Doars, Asansol, Deesa, Belgaum, and Coimbatore.

All these were killed from April to September, except the specimen
from Native Sikhira, which was procured in June. It is, therefore,

probable that L. straminea may pass the summer and breed there.

Cripps records this species from Furreedpbre, but I have not had
an opportunity of examining the specimen referred to by him.

The summer-quarters of this bird are not known with any
certainty.

Genus ACROCEPHALUS, Naum., 1811.

The genus Acrocephalus contains five Indian species which are

common in winter. Three of them appear to remain in suitable

localities and in limited numbers throughout the summer and to

breed in India. The majority of these birds, however, leave in

spring and doubtless go to Central and Northern Asia.

The Eeed-Warblers are birds of plain plumage closely allied to

each other, and not easy to be identified except by comparison of

size or by the structure of the wing. They haunt reed-beds, canals,

ditches, and almost any locality which is fairly well watered. They
are great skulkers and are seldom seen, but the harsh note that they

all have generally betrays their presence. In the breeding-season

they all have a pleasing song.

The winter and summer plumages do not vary greatly, the chief

difference being an intensity of rufous or fulvous in the winter

after the autumn moult. These birds appear to undergo a com-

plete moult in the spring. The sexes are alike.

In the birds of this genus the bill is of considerable length, being

nearly as long as the head ; there are three large rictal bristles on

-each side of the head, and the forehead is smooth. The fltst

primary is very minute, and the second reaches nearly to the tip

2a2
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of the wing. The tail is fairly long and greatly rounded, and the

feathers are rather narrow and pointed *.

Key to the Species.

a. Of large size ; wing about 3.

a'. Second primary shorter than the fifth. A. stentqi-eus, p. d5b.

b'. Second primary equal to, or longer

than the fourth A. orientalis, p. 357.

h. Of small size; wing under 2-5.

e'. With a distinct black stripe over the

yellow supercUium A. butrigieeps, p. 358.

d'. With no black stripe over the super-

cUium.
a". Bill from gape to tip measuring

under "7.

a'". Second primary between the

sixth and seventh in length;

upper plumage olivaceous .... A. dumeturum, p. 359.

b'". Second primary between the

seventh and eighth or equal to

eighth ; upper plumage rufous. A. agricola, p. 359.

b". Bill from gape to tip fully -8 A. macrorhynchus, p. 360.

363. Acrocephalus stentoreus. The Indian Cheat Beed-

Warhler.

Curruca stentorea, Hemp. ^ Ehr. Symb. Phys., Aves, fol. bb (1833).

Agrobates brunnescens, Jerd. Madr. .Tourn. x, p. 269 (1839).

Acrocephalus brunnescens {Jerd.), Myth, Cat. p. 181 ; Sorsf. Sf M.

Cat. i, p. 331 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 154 ; BUmford, J. A. S. B. xxxviii,

pt, ii, p. 180; Hume, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 119; Godw.-

Atist. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 270 ; Brooks, J. A. S. B. xli,

pt. ii, p. 77 ; Hume ^ Hend. Lah. to Tarh. p. 214, pi. xvi ; Legge,

S. F. i, p. 488 ; Blanford, Ibis, 1874, p. 79 ; Butler, 8. F. iii,

p. 478.

Oalamodyta stentorea {H. 8f K), Hume, N. § F. p. 326.

Calamodvta meridionalis, Legge, 8. F. iii, p. 369 (1875).

Acrocephalus stentoreus (H. ^ -B.), Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii,

p. 245; Hume, Cat. no. 515; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 641; 8ee-

bohm. Cat. B. M. v, p. 98 ; Doig, 8. F. ix, p. 279 ; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 94 ; Davidson, 8. F. x, p. 307 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 210

;

Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 224.

The Large Reed- Warbler, Jerd. ; Bora-jitti, Tel.

* The following species of Reed-Warblers are likely to occur withiu our
limits, but are not yet known to do so :

—

AcROCBPHALus AitCNDiNACEns (Liiiii.), whioh occurs in Afghanistan and
Yarkand.

A. sCH(ENOB/ENus (lAwi.), which occurs as far east as Fao in the Persian
gulf.

A. STKEPERUS {Vieill), whioh has occurred at Bampur, in Persian Afghan-
istan.

A. rAi.DSTiiis {JBechsi.), whioh has occurred at Fao and in Persia.
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Coloration. Upper plumage olive-brown tinged with fulvous,

especially on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail

brown, edged on the outer webs with fulvous-brown ; lores darker

;

a pale indistinct supercilium huffish white ; ear-coverts and sides of

the neck like the back ; chin and throat nearly white ; remainder
of lower plumage fulvous, paling on the abdomen. The throat

and breast in some specimens are streaked with brown.

Fig. 114.—Head oi A. stentoreus.

Iris yellowish brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; mouth orange-yellow

;

upper mandible dark brown, edges and the whole lower mandible
dusky flesh-colour ; legs plumbeous.
Length 7-7 ; tail 3 ; wing 3-2 ; tarsus 1-15 ; bill from gape 1

;

the second primary equals the fifth, or is sometimes shorter, and
falls short of the tip of the wing by "15.

Distribution. Throughout the plains of India in suitable locali-

ties in winter, from the base of the Himalayas to Ceylon, and from
Sind to Assam, and southwards from Assam to Southern Pegu.
Many birds remain in the plains during the summer, and their

nests have been found in the Eastern Ndra, Sind, and in Ceylon.
Others, probably the majority, repair for the summer to Kashmir
and the Himalayas in general, and some to Central Asia. This

bird and A. orientalis remain in Burma till the middle of May, and
it is probable that both species may breed there or not far off.

Habits, Sfc. Constructs a nest of coarse grass attached to reeds

in or near water. The nest is cup-shaped, deep, and rather

massive. The breeding-season appears to be from June to A ugust.

The eggs, generally four in number, are pale green or stone-colour,

marked with various colours from black to reddish. They measure
about -89 by -61.

364. Acrocephalus orientalis. The Eastern Great Beed-Warhler.

Salicaria turdina orientalis, Temm. ^ Sohleg. Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 50,

pi. XX B (1850).

Acrocephalus orientalis (Temm. d/- Schleg.), Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 337
;

Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 338 ; Hume, Cat. no. 515 bis ; Seebohm,

Cat. B. M. V, p. 97 ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 213 ; id. B. B. i, p. 93.

Coloration. Precisely similar to that of A. stentoreus, except that

the throat and breast are generally much streaked with brown,

and I have hardly ever seen a specimen in which this streaking

was entirely absent. In summer the lower plumage becomes

paler.
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The dimensions are those of A. stentoreus. The bill is said to

be smaller and the tail shorter, but I have not found these points

of any use in discriminating the two birds. The second primary

generally equal to the fourth.

Distribution. This Reed-Warbler occurs plentifully throughout

Southern Pegu, from the head of the Pegu Canal down to Ean-
goon, and probably throughout the whole of Tenasserim, for

Davison observed it at Tavoy and Malawun. It is found in

Surma, so far as my own observations estemd, from the com-
mencement of October to the middle of May. If has occurred in

the Andamans. In winter it has a wide range, being found in

south-eastern Asia nearly as far as Australia. It summers in

North China, Japan, and Eastern Siberia.

This and the preceding species, A. stentoreus, can only be dis-

criminated with certainty when the wings are fully grown and
perfect. The differences may appear very trivial, but they are

constant, and are associated with a different geographical distri-

bution. In Pegu the two birds meet ; but here A. stentoreus is

rare, A. orientalis extremely common. A. arundinaceus, another

species, has its own geographical range, being confined almost to

Europe and Africa. It differs from the other two in the shape of

the wing, the second primary in this bird being as long as the third,

or, in other words, reaching to the tip of the wing.

365. Acrocephalus bistrigiceps. Sehrenek's Reed-Warbler.

Acrocephalus bistrigiceps, Swinh. Ibis, 1860, p. 51 ; Hume Sr Dav.
8. F. vi, p. 338 ; Hume, Cat. no. 517 ter ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v,

p. 94 ; Oatea, S. F. x, p. 214 ; id. B. B. i, p. 97.

Coloration. Upper plumage russet-brown, brighter on the rump
and upper tail-coverts ; a distinct black streak on each side of
the crown of the head ; below tliis a broad pale buff supercilium,
running from the base of the bill ; lores dark brown ; ear-coverts
hair-brown; sides of neck like the back ; lower plumage pale buff,
lighter on the abdomen, and nearly white on the chin and throat •

wings and tail brown, edged with russet-brown on the outer webs!
The lower plumage is more rufous after the autumn moult.

Iris brown; mouth pale yellow; upper mandible brown, lower
flesh-coloured, slightly dusky at the tip ; legs plumbeous flesh-
colour ; soles of feet yellow ; claws horn-colour.
Length 5-1

; tail 2-1
; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -8

; bill from gape -7; the
second primary is generally intermediate in length between the
sixth and seventh, and sometimes equals the seventh ; the first
primary is large, measuring -5 inch in length.

Distribution. Common in Southern Pegu near Kyeikpadein from
November to April in paddy-fields and grass-jungle. This bird
has also been found at Tavoy.

The summer-quarters of this bird appear to be Japan and Eastern
Siberia.
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366. Acroceplialas dumetormn. Blyth's Beed- Warbler.

Acrocephalus dumetorum, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 815 (1849)

;

id. Cat. p. 326 ; Horsf. <$• M. Cat. i, p. 332 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 155 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 181 ; Oodw.-Anst. J.

A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p, 270; Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 77
;

xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 241 ; Anders. 8. F. iii, p. 351

;

Biitler, 8. F. iii, p. 479 ; Anders. Yunnan Exp., Aves, p. 022

;

Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 545 ; Hume, Cat. no. 516 ; Seebohm, Cat.

B. M. V, p. 104 ; 8cidly, Bis, 1881, p. 448 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1882,

p. 278 ; dates, B. B. i, p. 96 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 390 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 210 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 226.

Oalamodyta dumetorum {Blyth), Hume, N. ^ E. p. 327.

2'^e Lesser Reed-Warbler, Jerd. Podena, H. ; Tik-tihki, Mussulmans

;

Tikrd, Beng. ; Kumpa-jitta, Tel.

Ooloration. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with fulvous,

not \yith russet ; wings and tail brown, edged on the outer webs
with olive-brown ; lores dusky ; over the lores an indistinct pale

streak reaching to the eye ; ear-coverts and sides of neck like the

back ; lower plumage pale bufE, paler on the chin, throat, and
abdomen. In summer the bufE on the lower parts becomes ex-

tremely pale.

Bill dusky, fleshy at base beneath ; legs red-brown ; irides yellow-

brown (Jerdori).

Length 5"8; tail2*3; wing 2-4; tarsus -9; bill from gape -7;

first primary '35 ; the second reaches to about the end of the sixth,

or is intermediate in length between the sixth and seventh.

The present species may be distinguished from the last by its

much larger bill, differently shaped wing, and by the absence of a

rufous tinge on the upper plumage.

Distribution. In winter throughout the plains of India from the

Himalayas to Ceylon, and from Sind to Assam, and extending to

Southern Pegu.

In summer this species is found in Kashmir and along the

whole range of the Himalayas to Nepal, in which tract it breeds

commonly. Many birds, however, appear to migrate to Northern

Asia.

Habits, SfC. This species is less aquatic than the others in its

habits. It breeds in various parts of the Himalayas at all altitudes

up to about 7000 feet. The nest is a globular structure of grass

and reeds with a lateral entrance, and ^uilt low down in a bush on

the bank of a stream. The eggs, four in number, are white, speckled

with rufous, and measure about '62 by "5.

367. AcrocephaJus agricola. The Paddy-field Reed-Warbler.

Svlvia (Acrocephalus) agricola, Jerd. Madr.Joum. xiii, pt. ii, p. 131
"(1844).

Aci'ocephalus agiicolus (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 182 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 334 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 156 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix,

pt. ii, p. 270 ; Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 77 ; Oates, 8. F.
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iii, p. 339; Hume ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 338; Hume, Cat. no. 517;

Bvtler, 8. F. ix, p. 406; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 105; Gates,

B. B. i, p. 95 ; Davism, 8. F. x, p. 390 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.

p. 2] 1 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 201 ; Oates in Hume's N. ISf E. 2nd ed.

I p 229
Calamodyta agricola {Jerd.), Hume, N. Sr E. p. 328; id. 8. F. i,

p. 190.

27te Paddy-field Warbler, Jerd. ; Terra hwmpajitta, Tel.

Coloration. Whole upper plumage russet-brown, brightest on

the rump and upper taol-coverts ; tail of the same colour, and

margined brighter on the outer webs ; wings brown, margined

with russet on the outer webs ; lores dusky ; an indistinct super-

cilium from the bill to above the eye, and not extending much
beyond the latter ; ear-coverts and sides of neck like the upper
plumage; lower plumage pale buff, less bright on the abdomen,
and becoming almost white on the chin and throat. This is the

plumage after the autumn moult. In summer the buff of the

lower parts becomes very pale, and the upper parts are less ruddy,

being almost earthy brown.
Iris pale yellow ; eyelids plumbeous ; upper mandible dark

brown, the lower one fleshy yellow ; mouth orange-yellow ; legs

and claws pinkish brown.
Length 5-3; tail 2-4 ; wing 2-2; tarsus -9 ; bill from gape "7

;

first primary "45
; the second primary is intermediate between

the seventh and eighth, and occasionally equals the eighth.

Distribution. In winter the whole of India from the Himalayas
south to Coorg and the Wynaad on the west, and to Nellore on
the east, and from Bind to Assam ; thence down to Southern Pegu
and Northern Tenasserim.

In the summer some birds retire to the Himalayas, where they
breed from Kashmir to Nepal, but the majority appear to pass on
to Central Asia.

Habits, ^-c. Very aquatic. Has been found breeding in Kashmir.
A nest found by Brooks on the 13th June was a deep cup of grass

carelessly put together and built in a rose-bush. It did not contain

eggs, and none have as yet been procured in India.

368. Acrocephalus macrorhynchTis. The Large-hilled Beed-

Warbler.

Phyllopneuste macrorhynchus, Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 357.
Acrocephalus macrorhynchus (Hume), Hmne, Ibis, 1871, p. 31 ; id.

8. F. iii, p. 405 ; id. Cat. no. 517 bis ; 8eebohm, Cat. B. M. v,
Add. p. 404.

Coloration. The upper plumage and visible portions of wings
and tail olive-brown ; the low er plumage pale ochraceous ; the
under wing-coverts and axillaries paler.

Length about 5 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus -85; bill from gape -8;
the first primary measures -35

; the second is intermediate between
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the ninth and tentb ; the closed tail is graduated to the extent

of -4.

The type specimen, the only one known, I believe, of this

species is now in the JBritish Museum. It appears to me to re-

present an undoubtedly distinct species of AcrocepTialus, which

may be recognized by its abnormally large bOl. The bird procured

by Scully, and identified by him with the present species (S. F. iv,

p. 146), is also in the British Museum, and is without doubt a

specimen of Tnhura major.

Distribution. The type was obtained in the Sutlej valley not far

from Edmpur.

Genus TRIBURA, Hodgs., 1845.

The genus Trihura contains five Indian species, of which fo'Jr are

alpine and one an inhabitant of the plains. The former do not

appear to migrate beyond ascending the mountain-slopes in sum-
mer and descending them in winter ; but the latter is probably a

migrant from distant regions, spending the winter in Burma and
disappearing from that country in spring.

These "Warblers are birds of plain plumage, and the feathers are

very soft and silky in texture. Some species are spotted on the

breast. The sexes are alike. The spring moult is complete or

nearly so, and there is generally a sliglit difference between the

summer and the winter plumages. The, young birds are very

yellow.

The species of Tribura frequent grass and bushes, and are great

skulkers, and though fond of moisture they are not particularly

aquatic in their habits.

The five Indian species of this genus are not perfectly congeneric,

one differing from the other four in its extremely large bill, whilst

a second species is distinguished from the other three by the shape

of the wing. I keep all five together, however, but subsequent

workers will do well to investigate their claims to generic separation.

In T. major the bill is as long as the head ; in the other species

only half the length of the head ; in all cases slender and straight.

The rictal bristles are extremely minute and invisible without a

lens. The forehead is very smooth, and free from all hairs &c.

The wing is fairly long, the first primary varying from rather more
than a third to half the length of the second, which is long, but falls

short of the tip of the wing. The tail is very much rounded, and
the feathers are rather pointed. The tarsus is sufficiently long to

enable these birds to hop about freely.

Key to the Spedes.

a. First primary much shorter than half the

second

a'. Bill at gape -8 T. major, p. 362.

v. Bill at gape -65 .... T. intermedia, p. 363.
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b. First primary about half the length of the

second,

e'. Sides of the head and neck and the throat

ashy, the latter spotted T. thoraeica, p. 363.

d. Sides of the head and neck rufous ; throat

whitish, unspotted.

a''. Breast whitish ; lower mandible yello-w

throughout T. luteiventris, p. 364.

6". Breast grey ; lo^wer mandible dusky,
'

almost black at base T. mandeUii, p. 365.

369. Tribura major. The Large-hilled Bush-Warbler.

Dumeticola major. Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, p. 77 (1872) ; Stoliczka,

S. F. ii, p. 461 ; Sume, S. F. iii, p. 242 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881,

p. 65 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 448.

Acrocephalus macrorhynchus {Sume), apud Scully, S. F. iv, p. 146,

Schcenicola major (Brooks), Hume, Cat. no. 519 quat.

Lusciniola major (Brooks), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 124.

Chighchi, Turki.

Coloration. In summer the whole upper plumage and the sides

of the neck are dull olive-bro'wn, rather darker on the crown, and
with a fulyous tinge throughout; wing-coverts and tail brown,
edged with rufescent oHve-brown ; tail concolorous with the back

;

lores whitish ; an indistinct cream-coloured supercilium ; ear-

coverts whitish with brown tips ; cheeks and sides of the throat

white, elegantly barred with brown ; chin white ; throat and upper
breast white, spotted with brown ; middle of abdomen white

;

remainder of the lower plumage ochraceous, the under tail-coverts

broadly margined with dull white; under wing-coverts and axil-

laries pale buff. The sexes are probably alike.

The nestling is tinged with green throughout, and the throat is

barred ; the upper breast is spotted with greenish brown.

The winter plumage of the adult is unknown, but does not pro-

bably differ from the summer plumage in any appreciable degree.

Iris dark brown ; bill black above, pale fleshy beneath ; mouth
and edges of gape yellow ; tarsus pale yellowish-waxy ; toes darkish

fleshy-bro'wn ; claws brown horny (Scully). In the breeding-

season the whole bill is black.

Length about 6 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 2'3 ; tarsus "8 to "9 ; bill from
gape "8.

Distribution. In summer this species is found throughout Kash-
mir ; I have examined specimens collected in Gilgit, at Gulmurg,
and at Kargil from June to August ; and Scully collected it at Kizil
Aghil, near Sanju, on his way to Tarkand in August. At this

season T. major occurs from 6000 to 10,000 feet of elevation. Its
winter-quarters are unknown, but it probably merely descends into
the warm valleys at this season.

Habits, Sec Brooks remarks that this Warbler in Kashmir fre-
quents exclusively places where the ground-cover is abundant ; and
Scully states that it occurs in long grass, is apparently very rest-
less, and continually flits in grass from blade to blade.
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370. Tribura intermedia. The Burmese BusJi^Warbler.

Dumetioola intermedia, Oates, S. F. ix, p. 220.

Tribura intermedia (Oates), Brooks, S. F, xi, p. 445; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 101.

Tribura taczanowsMa {Stoinh.), Oates, S. F. x, p. 218.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage russet-brown, the wings

plain brown, the outer webs edged with russet-brown ; tail russet-

brown, the shafts viewed from below being white, and the tips of

all the feathers paler ; an indistinct narrow supercilium whitish j

lores tinged with brown ; ear-coverts hair-brown, with the shafts

paler ; cheeks white, the feathers generally tipped with brown

;

whole lower plumage white, tinged with buff, especially on the

breast, flanks, and under tail-coverts, the feathers of which are

broadly tipped with white ; axillaries and under wing-coverts pale

buffy white.

The young are strongly suffused on the lower plumage and cheeks

with deep yellowish buff, and the feathers of the throat are gene-

rally tipped with dusky brown.
Upper mandible and tip of the lower dark brown ; remainder of

bill white ; mouth white ; legs whity flesh-colour ; claws pale horn ;

iris hazel-brown.

Length .5-5 j tail 2-4; wing 2-2; tarsus '8; bill from gape "65.

This species resembles T. luteiventris more closely than it does

any of the others, but it may be separated at once from it by the

size of the first primary ; the colour of the plumage is also suifi-

ciently distinct.
' T. taczanowsJcia is a Chinese species of which only a young spe-

cimen is known. The two birds will, I expect, prove to be quite

distinct when adults are hereafter compared.

JDistribuiion. Known at present only from the immediate vicinity

of Kyeikpadein in Pegu, where this species occurs in the cold

weather from November to the middle of February. Seebohm
possesses a bird from the Bhutan Dears which appears to be refer-

able to this Bush-Warbler.
Habits, Sfe. Frequents paddy-fields, stubble, and grass, and is a

great skulker, seldom showing itself. This bird seems to feed

on the ground a good deal.

371. Tribura thoracica. The Sjpotted Busli^ Warbler.

Saltcaria affinis, Hodgs. in Ch-ay's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844, descr. nulla");

id. Cat. Mamm. 8fc. Nepal, pp. 64, 151 (1846).

Dumetioola thoracica, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 584 (1845) ; id. Cat.

p. 183.

Horornis flaviventiis, Hodgs. P. Z. 8. 1845, p. 31 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 162; Brooks, S. F. x, p. 170.

Dumetioola aflinis (Hodgs.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 334; Jerd. B. I.

ii, p. 158 ; Oodw.-Amt. J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. l42 ; Brooks,

J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246; id. 8. F. m, p. 286.

Dumetioola brunneipectus, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 19 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B.

xli, pt. ii, p. 164; Hume, 8 F. i, p. 494; id. N. ^ E. p. 328;

Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. 8. F. viii, p. 476.
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Schoericola affinis (Hodgs.), Hume, Cat. no. 519 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 205.

Schcenicola brunneipectus {Blyth), Sume, Cat. no. 619 bis.

Schcenicola flaviventris {Hodgs.), Sume, Cat. no, 624.

Lusciniola thoracica (Blyth), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 124, pi. vi.

Lusciniola flaviventris (Sodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 131.

Tribura thoracica (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 229.

The jotted Reed- Warbler ; the Yellow-bellied HilU Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. In summer the whole upper plumage, wings, and
tail are rufescent olive-brown ; lores and a rather distinct super-

cilium ashy white ; sides of the head and neck ashy brown ; chin

and abdomen pure white ; throat ashy brown, mth numerous black

spots ; breast ashy ; sides of body, vent, and under tail-coverts dull

rufous-brown, the last broadly tipped with dull white. The sexes

apjiear to be alike, judging from the specimens I have examined.

In winter a good deal of the ashy brown on the sides of the head

and neck and on the throat and breast becomes ochraceous, and the

spots on the throat are reduced in size and number.
The young bird has the chin, throat, and abdomen dull yellow

with a greenish tinge, and the remainder of the lower plumage is

dull oehracous brow n ; there are a few brown mottlings or irregular

bars on the throat, and in this plumage the birds are Horornisjlavi-

ventris, corresponding exactly with Hodgson's types.

In winter the bill is brown ; legs pale fleshy; iris hazel (Gock-

hurn) ; in summer the bill is deep black.

Length about 5; tail 2-5; vring 2-1; tarsus -75; bill from
gape '6.

Bistributiori. Nepal and Sikhim, extending to the Bhutan Dears
and across the valley to Shillong. Godwin-Austeo also records this

species from the Megna river in Sylhet. In the British Museum
there are specimens collected in the N.W. Himalayas by Pinwill,

and in Kashmir by Jerdon.

Habits, ^e. This species appears to be resident wherever it is

found, or to migrate very locally. It occurs up to 9000 feet of

elevation. Its nest has been found in Nepal and Sikhim, a cup
loosely made of dry leaves and grass, and built in a low bush. The
eggs, three or four in number, are white with purplish-red spots

and specks, and measure -68 by '55. The breeding-season appears
to be June and July.

372. Tribura luteiventria. The Brotvn Bush-Warbler.

Tribura luteoventris, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1846, p. W ; Hm-sf. ^ M. Cat.
i, p. 385 \-Jerd. B. I. n, p. 161 ; Hume, N. 8^ E. p. 329 ; Brooks,
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 285; Hume, Cat.
no. 622 ; Oates in Hume's iV. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 231.

Pseudoluscinia hiteovenh-is (Bbt^i^s.), Blyth, Cat. p. 182.
Horornis erythrogenys, Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 108 ; id. S. F. iii, p. 410.
Tribura erythrogenys (Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 522 bis.

Lusciniola luteiventris (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 125,

The Plairtrbrown Reed- Warbler, Jerd.
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Ooloration. In summer the whole upper plumage, wings, and
tail are rufous-brown ; lores and a very short indistinct supercilium

greyish white ; sides of the head rufous, the ear-ooverts with pale

shafts ; chin, throat, middle of breast and of abdomen dull white

;

under tail-coverts and sides of the body dull rufous-brown, the

former narrowly tipped with dull white.

Kg. 115.—Wing of T.

In winter the plumage is much the same as in summer, but the

sides of the head are brighter rufous {T. erythrogenys), and the sides

of the neck, breast, body, and the under tail-coverts are a bright

ochraceous brown.
The young resemble the adults in winter plumage, but are suf-

fused with yellow beneath, and they are tiaged with ochraceous on
the sides of the head and neck.

Iris hazel ; bill pale brown ; legs dark fleshy-brown {Goekhurn) ;

in summer the upper mandible of the bill is almost black, in winter

nearly entirely yellow.

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from

gape '6.

The type of T. erythroyenys and another specimen labelled the

same in the Hume Collection are in my opinion nothing else than

T. luteiventris in fresh spring plumage of the first year. Jhe type

was procured on the 20th May at Darjiling. This species was
described by Hume in 1872. Brooks has written on the label

of the type " luteiventris, I think ;" and there can be little question

he is right. Hume, however, so late as 1881 (S. F. xi, p. 206, note)

was stUl of the opinion that T. erythrogenys was " very marked."

I regret that I cannot find any character by which to separate it

from T. luteiventris.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, the Bhutan Dears, and the Khd,si

hUls. In the Pinwill collection in the British Museum there are

some specimens from Simla, and others described as having been

procured in the N.W. Himalayas. This species does not appear to

be migratory bejond accommodating itself to climate by moving up
and down the slopes of the mountains.

373. Tribura mandellii. Mandelli's Bush-Warbler.

Dumeticola mandelli, Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 284 (1875), viii, p. 475.

Tribura mandellii (Brooks), Brooks, S. F. ii, p. 240.

Schoenicola mandellii (Brooks), Hume, S. F. xi, p. 205.

Coloration. Kesembles T. luteiventris. Differs in having the
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breast ash-grey and in having a few spots or marks, sometimes

obsolete, sometimes more or less. distinct, on the throat and breast,

in haying the bill rather larger, the upper mandible always blackish

and the lower one dusky, not yellow throughout.

Of the same size as T. luteiventris.

Distribution. Sikhim (February to May) ; Shillong (October).

Genus ORTHOTOMUS, Horsf., 1821.

The genus OrtJiotomus contains three Indian species of rather

bright plumage, approaching in this respect Oryptolojpha, Ahrornis,

Tickellia, and Phyllergates. From the first of these it differs by
the absence of all hairs on the forehead and over the nostrils, and
from the other three by the possession of twelve tail-feathers.

The Tailor-birds are remarkable for the skill they display in the

construction of their nests. Wherever they occur they are toler-

ably common, and in every case they are resident, without the

slightest tendency to migrate or even to move locally. The sexes

differ slightly in each species ; and the spring moult is apparently

only a partial one, resulting in no change of colour. One species,

however, is notable for the acquisition in the spring, by the male
alone, of a tail of extraordinary length : in the autumn the ordi-

nary short tail is resumed. The Tailor-birds are furnished with

certain long soft hairs springing from the nape.

In this genus the bill is as long as the head, broad and rather

flat. There are a few rictal bristles on each side, but no supple-

mentary hairs, and the forehead is very smooth and flat; the

wing is very short and rounded, the first primary large and the

next two graduated; the tail has twelve feathers and is much
graduated ; the tarsus is long, and these birds move on the ground
with ease.

Key to the Sjpedes.

a. Upper body-plumage yellowish green.

a'. Axillaries, under wing-coverts, edge of

wing, and under tail-coverts white,
merely tinged with yellow O. mtorius, p. 366.

6'. The same parts bright yellow O. atrigulm-u, p. 368.
h. Upper body-plumage ashy O. rufieeps, p. 368.

374. Orthotomus sutorius. The Indian Tailor-bird.

Motacilla sutoria, Forst. Ind. Zool. p. 17 (1781).
Motacilla longicauda, Om. Syst. Nat. i, p. 954 (1788).
Orthotomus longicauda {Om.), Blyth, Cat. p. 144 ; Hwaf. §• M. Cat.

i, p. 317 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 166 ; Hmne, N. ^ E. p. 331. ^
Orthotomus sutorius (Forst), Sharpe, Ibis, 1877, p. 109; AndeM

Yunnan Exped., Aves, ^. 642; Hume, Cat. no. 630; ScuUy, S. F.
viii, p. 305 ; Legye, Birds Ceyl. p. 617 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 214 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 231.
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Sutoria autoria {Forst.), SJiarpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 215 ; Oates, B. B.
i, p. 107.

Phutki, H. ; Tunluni, Beng. ; Patia, Nep. ; Likhu-jitta, Tel. ; Tavik,

Oing.

Coloration. Forehead and anterior half of crown rufous, shading

ofE into ashy on the remainder of the crown and nape; lores

greyish white ; ear-coverts very pale rufescent ashy, with the shafts

white ; cheeks and lower plumage dull white, tinged with yellowish

and washed with olive-grey on the sides of the body ; back, rump,
scapulars, and upper tail-coverts yellowish green; middle tail-

feathers coloured like the back ; the others greenish brown, each

feather narrowly tipped white and with a patch of brown in front

of the white tip ; wings and coverts brown, narrowly edged with

yellowish green ; thighs rufous. There is a concealed black spot

on each side of the neck.

Iris reddish yellow ; eyelids plumbeous, the edges reddish yel-

low; upper mandible dark horny, the lower pale flesh-colour;

legs reddish flesh-colour ; claws pale horn.

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 1-9 : tarsus -8 ; bill from
gape "6.

The above are the dimensions of the male and female in winter

plumage and of the female in summer plumage. In summer the

male acquires very elongated middle tail-feathers and the pair next

to them are also long. At this season the total length of the male
is 7"5 and the tail 4-5.

The female differs but slightly from the male, merely having the

rufous on the head paler.

Tenasserim birds are noticeably smaller, having the wing 1'5 to

1*7, and the nape is tinged with lilac.

0. macuUeolUs, which occurs in the Malay peninsula, may be

recognized by the white streaks on the ear-coverts.

Distribution. A permanent resident throughout the Empire and
Ceylon, ascending the Himalayas and other hill-ranges up to

4000 feet of elevation. This species is no doubt rare in Sind and
portions of the Punjab, but it appears to be found in all parts

of those Provinces. In Burma its range ceases at Mergui accord-

ing to Davison, who failed to procure it south of that town. It

extends into 8iam and China.

Habits, ^e. Inhabits well-wooded tracts, low jungles, gardens,

and also grass-lands where interspersed with bushes. Breeds from
May to August, constructing its nest in a receptacle formed by
sewing the edges of a leaf, or sometimes two leaves, together.

The nest is composed of cotton-down, hair, and fine grass. The
eggs, three or four in number, are either reddish white or bluish

green, boldly marked with brownish red. They measure about
•64 by -46.

Tins bird is generally found solitary or in pairs, and it has a

remarkably loud note for its size. When the bird utters this

note, the black marks on the sides of the neck become distinctly

visible.
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375. Orthotomus atrigularis. The Blaek-neeked Tailor-bird.

Orthotomus atrogularis, Temm. PI. Cul. livr. 101 (1836) ; II(»-sf. 8f

M. Cab. i, p. 316 ; Shmye, Ibis, 1877, pp. 16, 113 ; Sume ^ Bav.

S. F. vi, p. 345 ; Hume, Cat no. 530 Ms ; OaUs, S. F. x, p. 219

;

id. B. B. i, p. 109 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 220 ; Oaies in Hume's
iV: ^ ^. 2nd ed. i. p. 235.

Orthotomus flavoviridis, Mom-e, P. Z. 8. 1854, p. 79; Godw.-Aust.

J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 166 ; xlvii, pt. ii, p. 2ff.

Orthotomus nitidus, Hume, S. F. ii, pp. 478, 507 ; iii, p. 325.

Fig. 116.— Bill of 0. atrigularis.

Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, nape, and lores chest-

nut; ear-coverts, cheeks, and chin white, with the blackish

bases of the feathers showing through ; upper plumage and wing-

coverts yellowish green ; wings dark brown, edged with green

;

taU green, the edges lighter, the outer feathers tipped with yel-

lowish and subterminally dark brown ; a large patch on the throat

black ; lower part of the breast and sides of the body ashy ; abdo-

men white ; thighs rufous ; under wing-coverts, axillaries, edge of

wing, and under tail-coverts bright yellow.

Female. Differs in having no black patch on the throat. The
young resemble the female.

Iris orange-brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; upper mandible brown,
lower one and gape flesh-colour ; legs flesh-colour ; claws pale

horn-colour.

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas, from the

Kangit river in Sikhim to the Dhansiri valley, Assam ; the Gdro
hills ; Cachar ; the southern portions of Pegu and the whole of

Tenasserim. This species extends down the Malay peninsula.

Habits, S(e. Prequents forest country. Mandelli found the nest

near the great Rangit river on the 18th July. Both the nest and
eggs resemble those of 0. suiorim.

376. OrthotomuB ruficeps. Tlu Red-headed Tailor-bird.

Edela ruficeps, Less. Tr. d'Oi-n. p. 309 (1831 , «ec iess. Cent. Zool,

p. 212, pi. 71).

Orthotomus edela, Temm., Blyth, Cat. p. 144.

Orthotomus ruficeps {Less.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 316 ; Sharpe,
Ibis, 1877, p. 114; Httm^ ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 346; Hume, Cat.

no. 630 ter; Sliarpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 224 ; Otaes, B. B. i, p. 108.
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Coloration. Male. The forehead, crown, and nape chestnut

;

back, scapulars, and rump ashy ; upper tail-coverts ashy rufous ;

tail chestnut, the feathers blackish near the basal halves of the

shafts ; wings and coverts brown edged with ashy j cheeks, lower

half of the ear-coverts, and entire lower plumage white, tinged

with ashy on the sides of the body ; thighs ferruginous.

Female. Differs from the male merely in the tail-feathers being

blackish near tbe shafts throughout the whole length, with an
expansion of this colour near the tip.

In females the lower mandibles are fleshy pink, upper mandibles

horny brown ; the legs and feet were fleshy pink in one, in another
the feet, claws, and back of tarsus were fleshy, front of tarsus

brown ; iris in one salmon, in the other deep brown {Hume Sf

Davison).

Length about 5 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 1'9 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from
gape -8.

Distribution. The extreme southern point of Tenasserim, extend-

ing down the Malay peninsula to the islands.

Genus LUSCINIOLA, Gray, 1841.

The genus Lusciniola, according to my views, contains but one

Indian species. Seebohm, on the contrary, in addition to the pre-

sent species, makes it include Trihura, Arundinax, Herhivocula,

and a portion of Phylloseojaus. From the first of these, Liiseiniola

differs in having fairly strong rietal bristles, and from the other

three in having no supplementary hairs in front of the rietal

bristles, and there are other differences in the shape of the wing
and tail.

In this genus there appears to be a complete spring moult, but

unaccompanied by any change of structure or by any noteworthy

alteration of colour. The sexes are alike.

The Sedge-Warbler is quite aquatic in its habits, being always

found in reed-beds in or close to water, from which it is not easily

dislodged. It is very likely to be a resident species in India as it

is in Southern Europe.

L. melanopogon recalls to mind Aerocephalus histrigiceps, from

which, however, it may be separated at once by its large first

primary.

Lusciniola has a slender bill about two thirds the length of the

head, two clearly visible rietal bristles but no supplementary hairs

in front of them, the forehead being smooth and sharply defined;

the wing is fairly long, the first primary less than half the length

of the second, which reaches nearly to the tip of the wing ; the

tail is well graduated, and the tarsus of considerable length.

377. Lusciniola melanopogon. The Moustadhed Sedge-Warbler.

Sylvia melanopogon, Temm. PL Col. pi. 245, f. 2 (1823).

Lusciniola melanopogon (Temm.), Hume, 8. -F. i, p. 190; id. Cat.

TOI.. I. 2 b
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no. 518 bis; Raid, S. F. x, p. 44 ; eeebokm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 132;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 211.

Fig. 117.—Head of L. melanopogorl.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape black, edged with rufous-

brown ; hind neck, back, and scapulars rufous-brown, streaked with

dark brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts plain rufous-brown ;

wings and tail brown, edged with rufous-brown ; lores and under

the eye dark brown ; a white supercilium from the nostrils to the

nape ; ear-rcoverts mixed rufous and white ; chin, throat, and

abdomen white ; remainder of lower plumage verj? pale buff ; axil-

laries and under wing-coverts white.

Bill deep greenish brown above, below lighter and fleshy at

base ; legs, feet, and claws greenish brown ; iris brown {Bingham).

Length about 6 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2-5 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from

gape "BS.

Distribution. Sind, and eastwards near Delhi, Etawah, and

Lucknow, in swamps and reed-beds on the margins of lakes and

rivers. This bird is probably a resident in all these places, although

no one appears to have procured it in the summer. It extends

westward into Europe.

Genus CISTICOLA, Kaup (1829),

The genus Cisticola contains four Indian species of small size,

which, on account of their complex plumage, have given much
trouble to the ornithologist. They are now much better under-

stood than they were a few years ago. The Indian species all have

two complete moults a year, in the case of one giving rise to no
alteration of colour worthy of note, but in the other three causing

a very decided change of colour between the summer and the

winter plumages, and accompanied in all four by a radical change
in the form and length of the tail. In three species the sexes are

alike in the winter only, but in the fourth the sexes are alike

throughout the year.

Sharpe has done excellent work in his Catalogue in bringing
these troublesome birds into some order, but he has united three
Indian species, an error of which I was myself guilty a few years
ago. With the larger amount of material now available, however,
in the Hume and Tweeddale collections, it is possible to arrive at

safer conclusions.

The Fantail-Warblers are resident species in India, inhabiting

grass and corn, but are in no degree aquatic in their habits. They



CISTICOI,A. 371

feed a good deal on the ground, and are not shy or difficult to

observe.

I restrict the gemis to those Warblers with a seasonal change

of length of tail, accompanied by a short first primary (less than

half the length of the second) and a very slender, sharp-pointed

bill. These characters exclude Franklinia, which has a large first

primary, a shorter and rounder wing, and a larger and blunt bill.

These Warblers have a moderate tail, almost short in summer,
evenly rounded, and forming a perfect fan, whence the English

name ; there are two short rictal bristles, no supplementary hairs,

and the forehead is smooth.

Key to the Species.

a. Upper plumage streamed ; the crown
plain.

a'. Crown chestnut C. erythrocephnla (J seiat.,"^. 371.

h'. Crown pale yellow C tytleri J sest., p. 372.

c'. Crown golden yellow C. volitans <S sest., p. 373.

b. Upper plumage streaked, including

the crown.
d'. Tips to all the tail-feathers indis-

tmct, dull rufous-white.

a". Crown rufouswith hlack streaks,
the rufous preponderating .

.

a'"- Back ashy, streaked with [hyem., p. 373.

black C. volitans § sest. & ? c? ?
b'". Back rufous, streaked with

black C. m-ythrocephala Q sest. &
6". Crown hlack, with narrow ful- Id $ hyem., p. 371.

vous edges, the hlack prepon-
derating much ; a broad rufous [p. 372.

collar round the hind neck . . C. tytleri 5 sest. & tJ $ hyem.,

e'. Tips to the lateral tail-feathers

very broad and pure white .... C. eursitam, p. 374.

378. Cisticola erythrocephala. The Red-headed Fantail-

Warhler.

Cisticola erythrocephala, Jeid., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 523 (1851) ;

Jerd. B. 'l. ii, p. 176; Sume, S. F. v, pp. 94, 851, 406; id. Cat.

no. 540 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. .892 ; Teny, S. F. x, p. 476.

Cisticola exilis, Viff. Sr Horsf., Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 269 (part.).

The Red-headed Grass- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Male. In summer the forehead, crown, and nape

are chestnut, shading ofE into dull rufous, which forms a collar on

the hind neck and sides of neck ; back rufous, streaked with black ;

rump and upper tail-coverts rufous-brown; tail black with white

tips ; wings and coverts dark brown, edged with rich fulvous ; sides

ot the head and the whole lower plumage bright ferruginous.

Female. In summer resembles the male in summer, but the fore-

bead, crown, and upper tail-coverts are black, each feather edged
- 2b2
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with rufous ; the tail is broadly edged wifcli olive-brown, tipped

with dull rufous-white, and subterminally black, these marks being

very clear when viewed from below.

The male and female in winter resemble each other and are like

the female in summer.
Iris burnt sieuna ; lower mandible, legs, feet, and claws fleshy

;

upper mandible pale brown (Davison).

"Wing 1'9 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from gape '55 ; in summer the

tail is 1-5, and the total length of the bird about 4 ; in winter the

tail is 2, and the total length about 4-5.

The bird described by Jerdon appears to have been a male in

summer plumage, with a tail of the length it usually is in winter.

The young are like the adults in winter, but differ in being rich

yellowish below.

Distribution. This bird has been found at Saugor in the Central

Provinces ; on the Brahmagiris in Ooorg, and the Peria Forest hills

in the Karkur Pass leading from the Wynaad into Lower Malabar
and upon the Palni hUls, at Mount Nebo, Kukal, and Kodaikanal
in all which places there is no doubt this is a resident species. It

frequents grass like the other Fantail-Warblers.

379. Cisticola tytleri. The Yellow-headed Fantail-Warbier.

Cisticola tytleri, Blyth, fide Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 176 (1863) ; Oodio.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 199 ; Surm, S. F. v, pp. 94, 3-50

:

id. Cat. no. 541 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 211.

Cisticola melanocephala, Anders. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 212 ; Godw.-Aust.
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 165, pi. x, Apr- 1, xlv, pt. ii, p. 80; Hume,
S. F. V, pp. 93, 350 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 641

;

Hume, Cat. no. 539 ter.

Cisticola ruficollis, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) vii, p. 241 CIS?^ : Hume.
& J-, iii, p. 283.

Cisticola exilis, Vig. Sr Horsf., Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 269 (part.).

The Cream-coloured Grass- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Male. In summer the forehead and crown are clear
pale yellow ; nape, hind neck, and sides of neck dusky yellow ; sides
of the head and the whole lower plumage pale fulvous or yellowish
buff ; back ashy brown, streaked with black ; "wing-coverts and
quills dark brown, edged with fulvous ; rump and upper tail-coverts
fulvous-yellow ; tail black, narrowly tipped white.

Female. In summer the forehead, crown, and upper tail-coverts
are streaked with black ; the hind neck and the sides of the neck
rufous-brown, forming a broad collar ; otherwise she resembles the
male.

Both sexes in winter have the forehead, crown, and nape deep
black, with narrow fulvous edges ; hind neck and sides of neck
rufous, forming a broad, immayulate collar; back and upper tail-
coverts black, with fulvous edges ; rump plain fulvous j tail dark
brown, very broadly edged with olive-brown and subterminally
darker, the middle pair of feathers being almost entirely olive-
brown ; all the feathers tipped with dull rufous-white ; wings and
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coverts dark brown, edged with fulvous ; ear-coverts brovi^n with

pale shafts ; sides of the head aud the whole lower plumage pale

fulvous.

Bill fleshy brown ; legs fleshy yellow ; iris bufE (Jerdon).

Wing 1"8 ; tarsus '7 ; bill from gape "5 j in summer both sexes

measure about 4 in length, and the tail is 1"2; in winter the

length of both sexes is about 4-5, and that of the tail 1'9.

Distribution. The base of the Himalayas from the Bhutan Dears
to Dibrugarh and Sadiya ; the Khdsi hills ; Dacca ; Manipur and
Bhamo.

380. Cisticola volitaus. The Oolden-headed Fantail-Warbler.

Calamanthella volitans, Sioiiih. Joum. N'. China As. Soc. 1859, p. 226.

Cisticola volitans (ISwinh.), Oates, S. F. x, p. 219 ; Oates in Hwm£s
N. ^ E. 2na ed. i, p. 236.

Cisticola exilis, Vig. ^ Horsf., Oates, B. B. i, p. 117 ; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. vii, p. 269 (part.).

Coloration. Male. In summer the forehead, crown, and nape are

golden yellow ; the hind neck duller, tinged with brown, and sepa-

rated from the nape by a dusky band ; back ashy, streaked with black

;

rump and upper tail-coverts fulvous-yellow ; tail black, tipped with

dull white ; wings and coverts dark brown, edged with fulvous

;

sides of the head and the whole lower plumage pale fulvous or

yellowish buff; the abdomen whitish.

Female. In summer resembles the male in summer, but the

forehead and crown are dusky golden yellow streaked with dark

brown ; the hind neck and sides of the neck dull golden yellow,

wdthout streaks, forming a more or less uniform collar ; tail black,

edged with olive-brown and tipped with dull rufous-white, and with

a subterminal black band when viewed from below.

The winter plumage of the Burmese bird is not known. It will

probably be blackish above, and similar in general to that of

C. tytleri.

Iris hazel-brown ; upper mandible dark brown ; lower mandible

and gape fleshy pink ; legs and claws flesh-colour.

In summer the length is about 4; the tail 1-25; wing 1-8;

tarsus -75 ; bill "o. The total length and the length of the tail in

vcinter are not known.
I provisionally identify the Burmese bird with Swinhoe's G. voli-

tans, but I am not satisfied that the two are absolutely identical,

nor that the Burmese and Chinese bird, or either of them, if dis-

tinct, extends down to Australia. The series from each country

is at present inadequate for a correct opinion to be arrived at.

Distribution. Southern Pegu, along the grassy jungles on both

sides of the Pegu Canal from one lock to the other, but most com-

mon where the soil is sandy and suitable for the growth of thatch-

grass.

Habits, Sfc. Similar to those of 0. cursitans, but the present species

has a more musical and bell-like note. It breeds in May and Juao
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and probably throughout the rains, constructing a beautiful nest,

composed entirely of the flowering heads of grass, and attached to

several stalks of grass growing in a thick clump. The eggs are a

pale blue spotted with rusty brown, and measure -55 by -43.

381. Cisticola cursitans. The Bufous Fantail-Warhler.

Sylvia cisticola, Temm. Man. d'Om. 2' ^d. i, p. ^28, pi. (1820); id.

PI Col. pi. 6, iig. 3 (1820).

Prinia cursitans, FranU. P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 118.

Cisticola schoenicola, Bj}. Comp. List B. Eur. Sr N. Amer. p. 12

(1838) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 145 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 174 ; Hume, N. Sf E.

p. 343; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, pi. x, fig. 2.

Cisticola omalura, Blyth, Cut. p. 145 ; id. J. A. 8. B. xx, p. 176 (1851 ).

Cisticola homalura, Hume, 8. F. v, pp. 90, 350 ; id. Cat. no. 541 bis.

Cisticola cursitans {Frankl.), Blyth, Cat. p. 145 ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat.

i, p. 324 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. 90 ; id. Cat. no. 539 ; Legge, Birds

Ceyl. p. 531 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 217 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr

E. 2na ed. i, p. 236.

Cisticola manipurensis, Oodw.-Auat. P. Z. S. 1874, p. 47; jrf. J. A.

8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 165, pi. ix, fig. 1 ; Hutne, 8. F. iii, p. 397, v,

p. 90 ; id. Cvt. no. 539 bis.

Cisticola cisticola (Temm.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 115; SAarpe, Cat.

£.7Vf.vii,p.259.

The Bufous Grass-Warhler, Jerd.; Ghas ha-phuthi or Ghas ka-pit-

pitti, Hind. ; Yedru-jitta, Tel. ; Kher-ghusa, Ii. at Bhagulpore ; Tuntunia,

at Monghyr.

Fig. 118.—Bill of C. cursitans.

Coloration. In summer the whole upper plumage is dark brown

or black, with rufous margins to all the feathers; rump plain

rufous ; wings and coverts dark brown, edged with fulvous ; tail

brown, edged with rufous, broadly tipped white, subterminaUy deep

black, and with a rufous patch in front of this black ; lores, super-

cilium, cheeks, and the whole lower plumage buffy white ; ear-

coverts brownish.

In winter the plumage is practically the same as in summer, but

the tail is without the rufous patches above the subterminal black

spots.

Iris light yellowish brown ; bill flesh-coloured, dark along the

culmen : legs and claws pinkish ; mouth black at the breeding-

season, dusky at other times.

In summer the length is about 4*5 ; tail 1"5; wing 2-1 ; tarsus

•8 ; bill from gape '6 ; in winter the tail measures 1"75, and the

total length is correspondingly increased.

Distribution. Every portion of the Empire and Ceylon where the

country is suitable, but not on hills at any great elevation. Outside
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our limits this bird has an immease range in Europe, Asia, and
2\.frica.

Habits, ^c. This species frequents corn-fields and grass-land, and
is everywhere abundant in such surroundings. It has a sharp
clear note, mostly uttered while the bird is soaring in the air,

which it frequently does, rising from one clump of grass and de-
scending to another. It breeds from April to October, construct-

ing a deep tubular nest in a clump of grass, to the stems of which
the structure is attached. The nest is made of fine grass chiefly,

to which are added cobwebs and vegetable down. The eggs,

usually five in number, are white, or tinged with green, speckled

with red and purple, and measure "59 by "46.

Genus FRANKLINIA, Blyth, 1863.

The genus . Franklinia contains four Indian species, three of

which have hitherto been ijicJuded in Prinia by all ornithologists

except Sharpe. Prinia was instituted by Horsfield for Prinia
familiaris of Java, a Wren-Warbler with ten tail-feathers; and
there can be no doubt that it is desirable to keep the Wren-
Warblers in two separate genera, Prinia being retained for the
birds with ten tail-feathers, and FranJclinia for those with twelve.

I have already stated my reasons why the latter birds cannot be
included in Cisticola.

The history of one species of FranHinia is incomplete. The
other three have a complete double moult every year attended by
a change in the length of the tail, and two have a marked change
of colour as well. The sexes are always alike.

The Wren-Warblers are all resident species or merely partial

migrants on the hills only. They frequent grass and bushes, either

in the open or on the outskirts of forest, and are fairly abundant,

except one species, about which little is known.
In these birds the bill is about two thirds the length of the head,

slender, but not so finely pointed as in Cisticola. The rictal bristles

are strong and two in number. There are no supplementary hairs

in front of them, and the feathers of the forehead are compact
and smooth. The wing is very rounded and feeble, the first

primary more than half the length of the second, and the next three

graduated. The tail, even in summer, is very ample and well-

graduated. The tarsus is strong.

Key to the Species*,

a. Forehead aud crown of same colour.

a'. Tips of tail-feathers shorter than width

of feathers and dull white.

a". Crown and upper plumage of same
colour F. gracilis, p. 376.

* I cannot identify Prinia kumilis, Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 144, said to haTe

twelve tail-feathers. Hume apparently no longer considers it a good species, as

he enters it in his ' Catalogue' with a note of doubt. It appears from the de-

scription to be Franklinia gracilis.



376 STLTIID^.

b". Crown darker than upper plumaw . . F. rafescens, p. 377.

b'. Tips of tail-feathera longer than width of
.

feathers and pure white F. bucharmm,v- ^'>i-

b. Forehead rufous; crown bluish ashy. . ; . . . F. cmeretcapilla, p. 6t^.

382. Pranklinia gracilis. Franklin's Wren-Warhler.

Prinia gracilis, F-ankl. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 119; Mi/th, Cat. p. 143;

Jerd B. I. ii, p. 172 ; Sume, N. ^ E. p. 341 ; id. S. F. m, p. 136 ;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 641; ITume, Cat. no. 5dfa;

Brooks, 8. F. viii, p. 476 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 216.

Prinia hodgsoni, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 376 (1844) ; Blyth, Cat.

p. \4S; Horsf. l^ M. Cat. i, p. 322; Jerd. B. I. h, p- 173;

Hume, iV. Sr JS. p. 342 ; Smne, S. F. iii, p. 136; Leffge,S. F. iii,

p 203 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves,jp. 641 ; Hume Sf Dav. <S. i*.

yi, p. 348; Oates, S. F. vii, p. 48; Leffge, Birds Ceyl. p. 523;

Hume, Cat. no. 538 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 217 ; Hume, S. F. xi,

p. 208.

Pnnia rufula, Godw.^Aust. P. Z. S. 1874, p. 47 ; id. J. A. S. B. xlui,

pt. ii, p. 105, pi. ix, iig. 2 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 397 ; id. Cat.

no. 536 ter.

Cisticola gracilis (FranM.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 253; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 119.

Franklinia gracilis {Frankl.), Oates in Hum£s N. Sr E. 2ad ed. i,

p. 240.

Franklin's Wren^Wurbler ; the Malabar Wren-Warbler, JeiA.

Hg. 119.—Bill of F. gracilis.

Coloration. In summer the upper plumage, sides of the head,

wings, and tail are ashy grey, the wings edged with pale rufous,

the tail with a subterminal patch of brown on each feather and

tipped with whitish ; ear-coverts whitish in front, greyish behind

;

cheeks, chin, throat, abdomen, vent, and under taU-coverts white

;

breast ashy ; under wing-coverts and axillaries white.

In winter the upper plumage and tail are rufous-brown ; the

wings brown, broadly edged with rufous ; the tail with subterminal

dark patches and white tips ; under plumage white, tinged with

fulvous ; a whitish line over the lores reaching to the eye.

Iris hazel-red ; edges of eyelids orange ; legs yellowish orange ;

claws horn-colour ; bill dark brownish black ; mouth black. Aiter

the breeding-season the mouth becomes flesh-coloured and the edges

of the eyelids change to plumbeous.

Length 4'5; tail 1-9; wing 1'8; tarsus "7 ; bill from gape "55
;

in winter the tail is longer, measuring about 2'4 inches, and the

total length of the bird is correspondingly increased.
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Distribution. The whole of the Empire and Ceylon, except Sind
and the more desert portions of Eajputana. This species is also

absent apparently from Central and Southern Tenasserim. With
these exceptions it is generally spread over the whole country.

It ascends the Himalayas and other mountains to a considerable

elevation, for I have seen specimens collected in Kashmir, at

Murree, and Darjiling, in Native Sikkim, and at Shillong. It is

everywhere a constant resident except on the higher parts of the

hills, which it probably abandons on the approach of winter.

Habits, S{c. F. c/racilis frequents forests and wooded parts of the

country, as well as grass-lands. It breeds throughout the rains,

constructing a nest of grass in the cavity formed by a leaf, the

edges of which are skilfully stitched together. The eggs, three in

number, are pale blue, spotted with reddish brown, or sometimes
entirely unspotted, and measure "58 by '42.

383. Frankliuia rufescens. Beavan's Wren- Warbler.

Prinia rufescens, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 456 (1847) ;
id. Cat.

p. 143; Godw.-Aitst. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 16b; Anders.

Yunnan Hxped., Aves, p. 640 ; Hume, Cat. no. 536 bis ; id. S. F.

xi, p. 211.

Prinia beavani, Wald. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 551 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 136;

Oates, 8. F. v, p. 158 ; Hume Sf Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 349 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 538 bis; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 186; Oates, 8. F. x;

p. 219.

Prinia poliocephala, A. Anders. P. Z. 8. 1878, p. 370, pi. xix ; Hum^,
8. F. vii, p. 319 ; id. Cat. no. 535 bis ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 286.

Oiaticola beavani ( Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 255 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 120.

Oisticola poliocephala (A. Anders.), 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 257.

Eranklinia rufescens (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 242.

Coloration. In summer the lores are brown ; a streak from the

nostrils over the eye white ; forehead, crown, and nape ashy brown;

back, vdng-coverts, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts rufous-

brown; tail more rufous, tipped with white, and each feather with

a large subterminal spot of brown ; wings brown, edged with rufous-

brown, and the tertiaries wholly of this colour ; sides of the head

ashy; lower plumage white, washed with buff, brighter on the

flanks. <*;

In winter the forehead, crown, and nape are a paler ashy, np
contrasting so much with the plumage of the remaining uppSjp

parts. K
Iris reddish brown ; bill horn-colour, pinkish at base ; legs ani

claws pinkish ; mouth flesh-colour.

Wing 1-65 ; tarsus "75
; bill from gape -6 ; in summer the total

length is about 4-5 and the tail 1-7; in winter the corresponding

dimensions are 5 and 2.
-

'

Apart from the dark head, this species may be distinguished
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from P. gracilis by its much stronger bill, which, moreover, never

turns black in the summer.
Distribution. Throughout the lower ranges of the Himalayas

from Kumaun to Upper Assam, and southwards from the latter

Province through Burma to the extreme end of Tenasserim.

Habits, 4-c. Frequents the outskirts of forests or well-wooded

parts of the country. Breeds during the monsoon, commencixig

in May. The nest, made of fine grass, is placed in the cavity

formed by stitching together the two edges of a soft leaf of a tree

or shrub. The eggs, three in number, are glossy pale blue, speckled

with reddish brown, and measure 'SI by '45.

384. Frankliuia buchanani. The Rufous-fronted Wren-Warbler.

Prinia buchanani, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 376 (1844).

Drymoica buchanani, Blyth, Cat. p. 143.

Franklinia buchanani {Blyth), Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 186 ; Hume, N. Sf E.

p. 858 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 241 ; Hume, S. F. i,

p. 195 ; Adam, S. F. i, p. 382 ; Butler, S. F. iii, p. 486 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 551 ; JReid, S. F. x, p. 47 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 223

;

id. Jaum. Bom. N. H. Soc. 1886, p. 51 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E.
2nd ed. i, p. 243.

Oisticola buchanani {Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 246.

Coloration. At all seasons of the year the upper plumage and
the sides of the neck reddish brown, brightest on the forehead and
crown ; wings and coverts with broad edges of the same ; tail

brown, faintly cross-barred, all the feathers except the middle
pair broadly tipped white and subterminally darker ; lores and a
supercilium white; ear- coverts and under the eye whitish ; lovs'er

plumage white, the flanks, rent, and under tail-coverts tinged with
fulvous; thighs ferruginous.

Iris light brown to orange-red ; upper mandible dusky, lower
pale fleshy ; legs and feet pale fleshy brown.
Wing 2"1 ; tarsus -7 ; bill •%

; total length in summer about 5,

tail 2-3 ; total length in winter 5-5, tail 2-7.

Although this bird has two complete moults a year there is no
change in the colour of the plumage in summer and winter, nor
does the bill become black in summer.

Distribution. Throughout Sind, Eajputana, the lower part of the
Punjab, the North-western Provinces, Central India, and the
Central Provinces, extending to the east as far as Lohardugga.
Jerdon states that this bird is found throughout the Carnatic and
the tableland of Southern India, and there are three specimens
in the British Museum labelled Madras. I have seen no recently
collected specimens from any place south of the latitude of
Ahmednagar.

Habits, Sfe. Found commonly in small troops in open country.
Breeds from May to September, constructing a nest of grass and
vegetable fibre of various shapes, sometimes like a purse or a cup,
at other times globular. It is built in a low bush as a rule. The
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eggs, four or five in nuinbar, are whitish spackled with dingy red,

and measure '62 by •48.

385. Pranklinia cinereicapilla. Hodyson's Wren- Warbler.

Prinia cinereocapilla, Hodijs., Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 77 ; Horsf. %
M. Cat. i, p. 322 ; Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 172 ; Hume, N. i^ E. p. 341

;

Broolcs, S. F. iii, p. 242 ; Humli, 8. F. vii, p. 320 ; id. Cat. no. 537
;

id. S. F. ix, p. 286.

Cisticola cinereicapilla (Moore), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vil, p. 256.

Franldinia cinereicapilla {Hodys.), Oates in Hume's N. f E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 246.

Coloration. In winter the forehead and a supercilium are rufous

;

crown, nape, lores, and a band behind the eye dark bluish ashy,

narrowly cross-barred with blackish ; upper plumage and edges of

wing bright rufous ; tail rufous, tipped paler, and with a sub-

terminal dark band; cheeks, ear-coverts, and the whole lower

plumage pale fulvous. The summer plumage is not known. In

the dry state the bill is deep black and the legs fleshy brown.
Length in winter about 4-7 ; tail in winter 2-4 ; wing 1*7

;

tarsus "8 ; bill from gape -6.

Distribution. This rare species was procured by Hodgson in

some part of Nepal, and his birds are in the British Museum. I

have seen specimens that were procured by Mandelli in the

Bhutan Doars, and by Brooks at Dhunda on the Bhagiruthee river.

Blanford (J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 165) notes this bird from Sikhim,

but his description does not in the least agree with this species,

but rather with F. rufescens.

Hume surmises (I. c.) that F. einereieapilla may be an abnormal
variety of Prinia soeialis, but the different number of tail-feathers

in the two species is quite sufficient to negative such an idea.

Genus LATICILLA, Blyth, 1845.

The genus Laticilla contains two Indian species characterized

by very large tails. It is not certain whether their spring moult
is complete, but the tail is certainly moulted and differs in length
at the two seasons. The upper plumage is streaked in both
species.

These birds frequent reeds and grass, and Hume describes the

Sind species as being the greatest skulker he knows of after Gettia

orientalis.

The bill is about half the length of the head, there are three
rictal bristles, and the members of this genus agree with all other

Reed-birds in having no supplementary hairs, and in having the
frontal feathers short and smooth. The wing is very short and
rounded, the first primary large, and the next three graduated

;

the tail is very long and greatly graduated.
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Key to the Species.

a. Under tail-coverts dark ferruginous L. burnesi, p. 380.

b. Under tail-coverts greyish white like abdomen. L. cinerascens, p. Mi-

386. Latioilla burnesi. The Long-tailed Grass-Warbler.

Eurycercus burnesii, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p.' 374 (1844) ;
Jerd. S.

I. ii, p. 74.

Sphenfeacus burnesii [Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 140. ..

Latioilla burnesi {Blyth), Hume, S. F. i, p. 180; Butter, S. F. vu,

pp. 182, 191 ; Hume, Cat. no. 443 ; Boig, S. F. viii, p. 373 ;
Shaiye,

Cat B. M. vii, p. 119 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 184 ; Oates in

Humes N. §• K 2nd ed. i, p. 247.

The Lung-tailed Reed-bird, Jerd. ; Hidela, Sind.

Pig. 120.—Head of i. burnesi.

Coloration. Lores, a ring round the eye, and a narrow super-

ciliutn white ; sides of the head and cheeks white, or pale rules-

cent streaked with black ; forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, sides

of the neck, and the whole back and scapulars rufous-brown

broadly streaked with black, and the rufous brighter on the mantle

;

rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown, with obsolete shaft-

streaks ; tail olive-brown, darker along the shafts, the laterals

tipped with fulvous ; wing-coverts olive-brown with darker centres ;

quills with the outer webs olive-brown ; chin, throat, middle of

breast and abdomen white ; sides of the breast and abdomen oliva-

ceous, streaked with brown ; under tail-coverts dark ferruginous.

Bill brown above, pale straw below ; legs, feet, and iris brown
(Butler).

Length up to 7'5; tail in winter up to 4"3, in summer 3*7

;

wing 2-2
; tarsus "8

; bill from gape '65.

Distribution. Upper Sind from the junction of the Chenab and
Indus rivers to Larkhdna, and also on the Eastern ISim, vchere

Doig found this species breeding. Jerdon records it from Monghyr
on the Ganges in March.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from March to September, constructing a
nest in a tussock of grass. The nest, the shape of which is not
described by Doig, but which, judging from his dimensions, is cup-
shaped, is composed of coarse grass lined with finer materials.

The eggs, three in number, are pale green blotched with purplish
bi'own, and measure "72 by •54.
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387. L^ticilla cinerascens. Bay's Long^tailed Grass-Warhler.

Eurycercus cinerascens, Wald. A. M. N. H. (4) xiv, p. 166 (1874)

;

Hume, S. F. iii, p. 280 ; id. Cat. no. 443 bis.

Laticilla cinerascens (Wald.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 119.

Coloration. Upper pluma'ge ashy olive streaked with brown
;

Tipper wing-coverts and visible portions of quills plain ashy olive,

with the shafts and the portion near them very dark brown, and

probably with fulvous tips ; lores, a ring round the eye, cheeks,

chin, and throat pure white; remainder of lower plumage pale

greyish white; upper part of ear-coverts ashy olive, lower part

albescent.

Bill in the dry state dark brown, with the base of the lower

mandible pale; legs dark brown.

Length about 6 ; tail 3-2, and probably up to 4 ; wing 2

;

tarsus '8
; bill from gape 'Q.

The only two specimens of this bird known are in the British

Museum. They are poor skins, and it is difficult to draw up a

very accurate description from them, especially of the tail, which

is very much worn down in both examples.

Distribution. Dhubri, Lower Assam, where the types were pro-

cured by Dr. Day on the 27th November, 1873.

Genus GRAMINICOLA, Jerd., 1863.

The genus Oraminieola contains but one species, and this is found

in India. It has only a partial moult in the spring, confined appa-

rently to the tail, which varies considerably in length at the two
seasons. The sexes are alike. - The upper plumage is streaked,

and the tail is very ample.

This bird frequents grass-lands, and is very fond of concealment.

It is a resident species, probably never moving more than a few

yards from its selected home.

The bill of this genus is tolerably stout and about half the

length of the head, and there are four large rictal bristles, but no

supplementary hairs, and the feathers of the forehead are firm and

close. The wing is like that of Laticilla. The tail is very large

and greatly graduated.

388. Graminicola bengalensis. The Large Grass-Warbler.

? Megsdurus verreauxi, Tytler, A. M. N. H. (2) xiv, p. 176 (18.'i4)

(descr. nulla).

Graminicola bengalensis, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 177 (1863) ; Godiv.-Aust.

J. A. S. 5. xliii, pt. ii, p. ]67; xiv, pt. ii, p. 80; ITume, Cat.

no. 542 ; id. S. F. ix, p. 255 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 234 ; Oates

in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 249.

Drymoica bengalensis (Jerd.), Hume, N. ^ E. p. 345.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, bacK; and upper tail-coverts

black, each feather edged with tawny fulvous ; rump plain tawny
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fulvous ; the feathers of the hind neck black with white margins,

forming a collar different in appearance to the back j
wibg-coverts

and quills dark brown, the former very broadly, the latter very

narrowly edged with tawny fulvous; tail black, margined with

olivaceous, broadly tipped white, and indistinctly cross-barred;

lores, a supercilium, and round the eye greyish white; ear-coverts

rufescent ; sides of neck, breast and body, thighs, and under tail-

coverts ochraceous, the latter with black shaft-streaks.

Legs and feet pale fleshy brown ; bill brown, pale fleshy on

basal half of lower mandible ; iris reddish brown {Hume).

Wing 2-4 ; tarsus -9
; bill from gape 7 ; length in summer about

65, of tail 2-8 ; length in winter about 7, of tail 3-5.

Fig. 121.—Head of G. bengaleiisis.

The plumage of this bird is subject to considerable variation, as

is the case in all birds that live in reeds and get the margins of

their feathers worn away in various degrees regardless of season,

sex, or age.

Bistrihution. Jerdon first observed this bird on the banks of the

Ganges, and subsequently in Cachar. It occurs in the Bhutan and
Buxa Doars and up the Assam vaUey to Sadiya. It appears to be

common in Sylhet and Cachar, and both Hume and Godwin-
Austen procured it in Manipur. In the British Museum there is

a specimen from Siam.

Habits, Sfc. A nest, supposed to be of this species, is said by
Hume to be a massive and deep cup, fixed between three reeds, con-

structed of sedge and vegetable fibre firmly wound together and
round the reeds, and lined with fine grass-roots. The egg is said

to be a dull green, faintly speckled with dull purplish and reddish

brown.

Genus MEGALURUS, Horsf., 1821.

The genus Megalurus contains one Indian species which occurs

in a somewhat erratic manner over a considerable portion of the

Empire. This bird appears to have little or nothing of a spring
moult ; its tail is not changed, and probably what little moult it

has at that season is confined to some of. the body-feathers. The
young, however, are intensely and richly coloured, which shows the
affinity of this species for the "Warblers.

Megalurus frequents plains of grass and the banks of rivers,

feeds on the ground a good deal, and is not so fond of hiding itself
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as some of its allies ; iu fact, I have found it an easy bird to

observe. It has a fine song, loud and cheerful, uttered as the bird

flies up into the air and descends with motionless wings some
fifty yards from where it started.

In Megahbrus the sexes are alike ; the bill is strong ; the wing
is less rounded than in most of the sedentary Warblers, the third

primary reaching to the tip of the wing, and the first being of very

large size. The tail is very much longer than the wing, pointed

and much graduated. The rictal bristles are strong, there are no
supplementary hairs, and the feathers of the forehead are remarlj-

ably short and close. Hume has drawn attention to the curious

formation of the foot : it is deeply cleft between the middle and
inner toe, and this latter is partially reversible. This peculiarity

explains the rapidity and ease with which the bird climbs about

amongst reeds and reed-grass.

389. Megalurns palnstris. Tlie Striated Marsh-Warbler.

Megalurus palustris, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 159(1820);
Blyth, Cat. p. 139 ; Horsf. (^ M. Cat. i, p. 330 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii,

p. 70 ; Sume, N. ^E. p. 276 ; Ball, 8. F. iv, p. 233 ; Hume ^ Dav.
8. F. vi, p. 295 ; Hume, Cat. no. 440 ; Anders. Yunnan JExped.,

Aves, p. 639 ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 209 ; id. B. B. i, p. 106; Sharpe,

Cat. H. M. vii, p. 123 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 175 ; Oates in Hume's
N. §• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 249.

77(6 8triated Marsh-BahUer, Jerd. ; lal-aggin, H. ; Nul-claypee,

Assam.

Fig. 122.—Head of M. palnstris.

Golorafion. Upper plumage fulvous-brown, the head rather

ru.fous, and each feather with a dark brown or blackish stripe down
the shaft, the feathers of the back and scapulars each with a broad

black stripe down the middle ; wing-coverts blackish brown, broadly

edged wdth. fulvous-brown; quills blackish brown, the primaries

narrowly, and the other quills broadly, edged with rufous-brown

;

tail fulvous-brown, the shafts and the portions of feathers near them

dusky ; a broad supercilium, becoming indistinct near the nape,

greyish white ; chia and throat white ; sides of the neck and all

the lower plumage earthy brown, tinged with bufE on the flanks,

vent, and under tail-coverts ; a few streaks of brown on the breast

and under tail-coverts.

The young are very similar to the adult, but they have the

supercilium and the whole lower plumage suffused with yeUow

;

the adult plumage is assumed in Pebruary.
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Iris pale brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill horny brown, dark on

the upper mandible, and rather pale on the lower ; mouth dark

bluish brown ; legs pale pink ; claws pinkish horn-colour.

Length up to 10 ; tail 4-9 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1-4 ; bill from gape

1 ; the female is considerably smaller.

Distribution. This bird has rather a remarkable area of distn-

bution so far as is known. Beginning on the west it is found at

Hoshungabad on theNerbudda; thence through Seoni to Sam-

balpur and in the valley of the Mahdnadi in Orissa, where it has

been procured at Boad and Sonepur. Jerdon records it from the

banks of the Wainganga and Indravati rivers. It is again found

in Dacca, and then in the Bhutan and Buxa Doars, extending up

to Sadiya. Southwards from Assam it occurs in all suitable

localities down to Central Tenasserim, being extremely common in

Manipur and many parts of Southern Pegu. It appears to be

absent from the Malay peninsula, but it is found again in Java.
' Hahits, (Sfc. Breeds from April to June, or later, making a deep

cup-shaped nest of grass-leaves in a tussock of grass and laying four

eggs, which are white speckled with blackish and purplish brovm ;

they measure -9 by "63.

Genus SCHCENICOLA, Blyth, 1844.

The genus Schosnicola contains one Indian bird which has been
till lately i-emarkable for its extreme rarity and local distribution.

We owe it to Mr. Frank Bourdillon and Col. Butler that we are now
well acquainted with the species.

Schosnicola has two thorough and complete moults a year, chang-
ing the colour of its plumage and the length of its tail at each
moult. The sexes are alike, and the young birds are tinged with
yellow. This genus resembles Megalurus in many of its habits,

especially in its fondness for grass and reeds, and in its habit of

soaring in the air singing.

In Schcenicola the bill is rather short, being only half as long as
the head ; there are two strong rictal bristles, no supplementary
hairs, and the feathers of the forehead are short and compact. The
wing is fairly developed, the third primary reaching to the tip of
the wing, and the first two being of large size. The tail at both
seasons is very ample and well graduated. The tarsus is remark-
ably long, denoting a ground-feeding bird.

390. Schcenicola platyura. The Broad-tailed Orass-Warbler.

Thimalia platyiira, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. S. xiii, p. 170 (1844).
Schoenicola platyura (Jerd.), Jerd. JB. I. ii, p. 73 ; Hume, S. JF. vii,

p. 37 ; id. Cat. no. 442 ; Zegge, Birds Ceyl. p. 532 ; Brooks, S. F
ix, p. 209 ; Hume, S. F. ix, pp. 211, 234; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 401

;

Davison, S. F. x, p. 383 ; Skarpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 110 ; Barnes,
Birds Bom. p. 183 ; Macgregor, S. F. x, p. 438 ; Oates in Hume's
iV. ^^. 2nded. i, p.251.

T!ie Broad-tailed Beed-hird, Jerd.
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Goloratim. In summer, the lores and a short indistinct super-
cilium whitish ; chin, throat, and middle of abdomen pure white

;

remainder of the lower plumage rich ochraceoiis brown ; the under
tail-coverts dark brown, tipped with dull white ; the whole upper
plumage, sides of tlte head, and neck rich brown tinged with rufous,
brighter on the edges of the quills aud coverts ; the back, rump,
upper ta,il-coverts, and tertiaries indistinctly cross-rayed; tail

brown, distinctly cross-barred, darker and obsoletely tipped pale.

In winter, the lores and a rather indistinct supercilium, cheeks,
and the whole lower plumage soft ochraceous white, more pro-
nounced across the breast and on the flanks ; under tail-coverts

dark ochraceous, tipped with dull white ; sides of the head and
neck and the whole upper plumage fulvous-browu, the edges of the

Fig. 123.—Head of S. plati/ura.

quills aud coverts brighter ; the back, rump, upper tail-coverfcs, and
tertiaries cross-rayed when viewed in a good light ; tail brown, dis-

tinctly cross-barred darker, and all the feathers tipped with dull

white.

Iris olive-brown; legs and feet brown in front, pale whitish
flesh-colour behind and on the soles ; biU black above, pale horny
blue below ; gape black. In the female the legs and feet are fleshy

brown and paler than in the male ; the bill is brown above, fleshy

below, and the mouth is not black inside (Butler, August and
September).

Iris pale clay-brown ; bill above plumbeous, below pale horny
white ; legs, feet, and claws pale brownish (Baurdillon, April).

In winter the length is about 7 ; tail 2'8
; wing 2'7

; tarsus -85
;

bill from gape '65. In summer plumage the tail is slightly shorter

than in winter plumage, and measures about 2-5.

Distribution. The western coast of India from Belgaum to Tra-
vancore, and Ceylon. This bird is a permanent, resident, and in-

habits both the hUls and the lower levels.

Habits, Sfo. Breeds near Belgaum in September. The nest,

which is a mere ball of grass with an entrance on one side, is built

in a tussock of grass close to the ground. The eggs, four in num-
ber, are white spotted with brownish red, and one egg measured
•73 by -6.

Genus ACANTHOPTILA, Blyth, 1855.

The genus Acanthoptila was instituted by Blyth for a remarkable

bird discovered by Hodgson many years previously, and which is

TOL. I, 2
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still very rare. It. is characterized by its large size, spinous plu-

mage, and very ample tail.

Hodgson iigures two specimens, to each of which he assigns a

different name ; but an examination of his types, together with

some other specimens, leaves it little doubtful, I think, that both

drawings represent the same species, and that the differences

shown are due to season. Acanthoptila, like most "Warblers, has

two moults a year, probably only a partial one in the spring, but

one which affects the colour of the throat very distinctly. The

sexes are probably alike.

This genus has a bill nearly as long as the head and gently

curved ; the rictal bristles are short, there are no supplemen-

tary hairs, and the forehead is flat and smooth as in other Grass-

Warblers. The wing is rounded, and the first four quills graduated.

The tail is much longer than the wing, broad and well rounded.

The tarsus is about one third the length of the wing and very

strong.

391. Acanthoptila nepalensis. The Spiny Warbler.

Timalia nipalensis, JSodgs. As. JRes. xix, p. 182 (1836).

Timalia pellotis, Hodgs. As. Mes. xix, p. 182 (1836).

Timalia leucotis, Sodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 88 (1844).

Malacocercus nipalensis {Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 140 ; JSorsf. 8[ M.
Cat. i, p. 222.

Acanthoptila nipalensis {Hodgs!), Jerd. S. I. ii, p. 57 ; Hume, S. F.

vii, p. 459; id. Cat. no. 431; Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 380;
Oates in Hurn^s N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 252.

Acanthoptila pellotis {Hodgs.), Hume, N. §• E. p. 269.

Malacocercus pellotis {Hodgs.), Hume, Cat. no. 431 bis.

The Spiny Babbler, Jerd.

Fig. 124.—Head of A. nepalensis.

Coloration. In winter, the -whole upper plumage, fail, and
visible portions of the wings are rich olive-brown, the feathers of

the head and back -with stiff black shafts ; tail distinctly darker
cross-rayed; lores and the feathers behind and below the eye
whitish ; ear-coverts brown, the central portion mixed with white

;

lower plumage rufescent, each feather with a dark brown shaft-

streak, the streaks increasing in size as they recede from the head
;

under tail-coverts and flanks plain rufescent brown.
In summer, the lores, the feathers round the eye, the ear-coverts,
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cheeks, chin, and throat become white, the shafts of the throat-
feathers glistening; the lower plumage becomes whiter, especi-
ally on the abdomen.

Bill dusky horn ; legs dull fleshy brown ; iris smoky brown
(Hodgson, MS.).

Length about 10; tail 5; wing 3-5; tarsus 1-2 ; bill from
gape 1*1.

On examining Hodgson's specimens of this bird, also one pro-
cured by Captain Pinwill and one by Mandelli, there can be little

doubt that the Spiny Babbler has a summer and a winter plumage.
Two specimens are in the summer plumage, and one of these is

moulting and acquiring some rufous feathers on the throat.
Distribution. Appears to be fairly common in Nepal. The Pin-

will collection contains a summer-plumaged bird from the N.W.
Himalayas (probably Kumaun), and the Hume collection one from
Dolaka procured by Mandelli.

Habits, S{e. Hodgson remarks of this bird that the sexes are
alike, that it is solitary, tenants low bushes, flies very ill and un-
willingly, and that it feeds entirely on the ground. He adds that
it is found, by bushy rills, and that it hides itself instantly. It
makes a loose, shallow, grass nest in a fork of a tree. One nest
is stated to have measured nearly 5 inches in diameter and nearly
2 in height externally. The eggs are verditer-blue, and measure
1-1 by -65.

On the label of the Pinwill specimen there is a remark that this

bird is a fine songster.

Genus CHSITORNIS, G. E. Gray, 1848.

The genus Ohcetornis was instituted by Gray for the reception of

an Indian bird which is characterized by having the rietal bristles,

five in number, arranged in a vertical series in front of the eye
and by having the lores naked. It is doubtful whether the genus
has a spring moult, but if it has, the moult is probably confined

to the wings and a few of the body-feathers. The tail is not
changed in the spring, and the colour of the bird is not affected

;

but abrasion of the feathers, to which it is very subject, causes a
great variety of changes to be observed in this bird in the course

of the 3'^ear. The sexes are alike, and the young are richly,

coloured.

This bird, like Megalurus (to which it is closely allied), has the

habit of rising singing into the air, and, like birds of that genus,

aifects grass and reeds and feeds a good deal on the ground. It

is not a difficult bird to observe.

There are no supplementary hairs in front of the rietal bristles,

and the feathers of the forehead are short and smooth. With this

bird the series of Eeed- and Grass-Warblers with twelve tail-

feathers, and characterized by the firm plumage of the forehead,

ends. The bird constituting the next genus, usually considered a

2c2
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Eeed-Warbler, is, notwithstanding its habit's, more closely allied to

Hypolais and Sylvia than to Acrocephalus, Loeustella, and Tribura.

It commences the series of Warblers ia which the feathers of the

forehead are disintegrated, loose, and untidy, and in which there

are supplementary hairs in front of the rictal bristles ; and all

these Warblers are more or less arboreal.

392. ChaBtornis locustelloides. The Bristled Grass-Warbler.

Dasyomis locustelloides, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 602 (1842).
Megalurus striatus, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, p. 169 (1844).
Sphenura striata (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 139.

Onaetornis striatus {Jerd.), Harsf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 330 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 72 ; Hume, JV. 8f K p. 277 ; Butler, S. F. v, p. 209 ; BaU, S. F.

V, p. 416 ; Cripps, 8. F. vii, p. 279 ; Hume, Cat. no. 441 ; Barnes,
Birds Bom. p. 183.

Chsstornia locustelloides (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. rii, p. 13&;
Oates in Hume's N. §• F. 2ud ed. i, p. 252.

The Grass- Warbler, Jerd. ; Genia-pitfa, Tel.

Fig. 125.—Head of C. locustelloides.

Coloration. The newly-moulted bird in autumn has the lores and
a supercilium white; the whole upper plumage fulvous-brown,
boldly streaked with black ; wings and coverts dark brown, very
broadly edged with fulvous; tail fulvous-brown, each feather
barred with black, the bars confluent at the shaft and not reaching
to the edges of the feather ; the tips fulvous-white, preceded by a
black patch

; sides of the head mottled fulvous and brown ; chin,
throat, and middle of abdomen white; remainder of the' lower
plumage pale ochraceous.

After May the plumage becomes very dull, owing to the wearing
away of the edges of the feathers, and the lower plumage becomes
nearly umtormly white.

Legs and feet brown
; iris hazel ; bill black, the lower mandible

tipped horny-blue (Butler, September).
Legs fleshy

; iris light chocolate-brown
; bill fleshy at base, the

rest horny (Onpps, March).
Prom April to September the bill is black, at other times pale

as descnbed by Cripps. ^

Length about 8-5; tail 3-9; wing 3-5; tarsus 1-15; biU from
gape -75. The sexes are of much the same size, contrary to what
IS usually asserted. •'

Distribution This species appears to be spread over a consider-
able portion of the peninsula of India. Jerdon procured it on the
Nilgins and at Nellore, Ball at Sambalpur and Kdlahandi In the
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Hume collection there are specimens from Deesa, yaugor, Seoni,

Eaipur, and Sambalpur. Further north this bird occurs at Etdwah,
Jhinjhak (Cawnpore), Dinapur, and in Oudh. I have seen a spe-

cimen which is labelled Darjiling. Jerdon states that G. hcusfel-

loides is common all over Lower Bengal, and Cripps records it from
Turreedpore. Godwin-Austen inserts it in his list of Khasi-hill

birds, but does not state the precise locality where he obtained it.

It is a permanent resident in all parts of its range.

Habits, ^-c. Breeds from May to September, constructing a glo-

bular nest of grass, with the entrance at the side, in a clump of

grass or in a bush or even on the ground. The eggs are white

speckled with purplish brown and inky purple, and measure
•8 bv -6.

Genus AEUNDINAX, Blyth, 1845.

The genus Arundinaic contains only one species, a common
winter visitor to the eastern parts of the Empire. It has the

general aspect of Acrocephalus, but has really no close affinities for

that genus, from which it differs in having a large first primary, a

more graduated tail, and a rough forehead. Its affinities seem to

be more with Hypolais and Sylvia. Although fond of water and
generally found near rivers and marshes, it is not a reed-bird to

the same extent as the Eeed-Warblers. I have frequently found

it among bushes and trees, and Davison remarks that in Tenas-

serim it is found chiefly in gardens, along the edges of fields where
there is cover, on the outskirts of forests, and not unfrequently in

grass.

It appears to have two complete moults a year, bat the changes

of colour at the two seasons are very slight and not worthy of

separate description. The sexes are alike.

Fig. 126.—Head of A. asdon.

In this genus the bill is very strong and rather wide, and there

are three strong rictal bristles somewhat diagonally placed. There

are some supplementary hairs in front of these bristles, and the

feathers of the forehead are disintegrated, soft, and with the shafts

somewhat produced. The third primary reaches to the tip of

the wing. The tail is very much graduated, and the feathers

narrow.
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393. Arundinax aedon. Tlie Thick-billed Warbler.

Mascicapa aedon, Fall. Seise, iii, p. 695 (1776).
_ ..

Phragamaticola olivacea, Blyth, Jerd. Uadr. Joum. L. 8. xm, pt. ii,

p. 129 (1844). „ „ ^ .
Arundinax olivaceus {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 181 ; Sorsf. Sr M. tat.

i, p. 331 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 157.

Arundinax asdon {Pall.), Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 234 ;
HumeSfDav. 8. ^

vi, p. 339 ; Hume, Cat. no. 518 ; OaUs, B. S. i, p. 98 ;
Hunu, 8. F.

xi, p. 202.

Lusciniola aedon (Pall.), 8eehohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 121.

The Thich-hUled Reed- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, brightest on the

rump ; wing-coverts, quills, and tail brown, the first veiy broadly

and the two latter narrowly edged with the colour of the back ;

lores whitish ; feathers round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts and

sides of the head and neck like the back ; no eye-stripe ; lower

plumage huffish white, lighter on the chin, throat, and abdomen,

and suffused with russet-brown on the flanks, vent, and under tail-

coverts ; axillaries and under wing-coverts buff. In summer the

lower parts are not so richly coloured.

The young have the russet-brown of the lower parts more pro-

nounced than even the winter adult.

Upper mandible dark horn-colour, lower one flesh-colour ; the

tips of both and the gape tinged with orange ; mouth bright salmon-

colour; iris umber-brown ; eyelids bright plumbeous ; legs and feet

plumbeous ; claws horn-colour.

Length 7-7 ; tail 3-5 ; wing 3-1 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from gape -88

;

the first primary is very long, measuring nearly an inch in length.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the eastern portion of the

Empire, being found throughout Burma, the hill-ranges of Eastern

Bengal, Oachar, Tipperah, Manipur, Assam, the Bhutan Doars,

Sikhim, both British and Native, the Nepal Terai, and the greater

part of Bengal. To the west it appears to be rare. Jerdon re-

cords it from the Carnatic, and 1 have examined a specimen pro-

cured at Bangalore.

In winter it extends down the Malay peninsula and throughout
South-eastern Asia. It summers in North China and Siberia.

Nothing is known of its nidih'cation.

Genus HYPOLAIS, Brehm, 1828.

The genus Hypolais contains four Indian species so very like each
other, and so difficult to separate one from the other, that it would,
at first sight, seem preferable to unite them under one specific name.
The slight differences that exist between them appear, however, to

be correlated with geographical distribution, and so it is, on the
whole, better to recognize these differences.

Hypolais moults twice in the year, but the moults are not accom-
panied by any visible change of colour in the plumage. The sexes
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are alike, and the young are less deeply coloured than is usual in
birds of this family. They are all migratory, but their migrations
are short and probably on the decline, as some few birds remain
in their winter-quarters all the year through.

Eypolais resembles Sylvia very closely, and might perhaps be
joined to it, but it has a sensibly larger bill, and on this account
it is desirable to keep the two genera distinct.

In Eypolais the bill from the gape to the tip is longer than the
middle toe and claw ; there are three weak rictal bristles, and the
supplementary hairs in front of them are obsolete, but still clearly
visible with a lens. The first primary is small but not minute, and
the third reaches to the tip of the wing. The tail is slightly rounded
only. The colour of the plumage is very dull, and there is not a
single bright spot -or line to relieve it.

Key to the Species.

a. Primary-coverts reaching to about the middle
of the first primary ; upper plumage olive-
brown.

a'. Tail 2-2 or more ; bill from gape to tip -6 or
more.

a". Distance from tip of secondaries to tip of
win^ '4 ; from tip of first primary to tip
of wing 1-1 to 1'25 ; wing 2-3 to 2-5 . . H. rama, p. 391.

b". Distance from tip of secondaries to tip of
wing -55 to -65 ; from tip of first primary
to tip of wing 1-3 to 1-5; wing 2-5 to

27 H. pallida, p. 302.
6'. Tail under 2; bill from gape to tip -65,

_
seldom more H. caligata, p. 393.

h. Primary-coverts extending over two thirds the
length of the first primary; upper plumage

'
' brown* H. obsoleta, p. 393.

394. Hypolais rama. Syhes's Tree-Warbler.

Sylvia rama, Syhes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89.

Phyllopneuste rama (^Sykes), Blyth, Cat. p. 183 ; Horrf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 335 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 189 ; Butler $ Hume, S. FJui, p. 486.

Idima cahgata (Licht.), apud Hume, N. 8f E. p. 360.

Hippolaia rama {Syhes), Brooks, S. F. iv, p. 276.

Hypolais rama {Syhes), Hume, Cat. no. 653 ; Doig, S. F. ix, p. 279

;

Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 84; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 224; Oates
in Hrnn^s N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 254.

Syhes's Warbler, Jerd. ; Kohtalghu, Turki.

* Hypolais languida, Hemp. S; Ehr., is said to occur in Sind, but I can find

no specific instance of its having done so. It differs from all the other Indian

species of Hypolais in having the ppimajy-coverts and the bastard primary of

almost the same length, or, rather, reaching to the same point, and in its lijirg^J?

size, the wing being about 3 in length. It has been obtained in £aluchistan,^p

in that portion of it under Persian control, and at Chaman in Afghanistan. 'IP
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Coloration. After the autumn moult the upper plumage and the

margins of the wing and tail are olive-brown with a ful\ ous tinge,

the outer tail-feathers edged with whitish; lores dusky; a pale

whit3'-bufE supercilium from the nostrils to just past the eye; ('he

whole lower plumage very pale bufE, the throat and middle of the

abdomen nearly white.

Iris brown ; legs and feet grey ; bill brown above, fleshy below

(Butler).

Length about 5-5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2*3 to 2-5 ; tarsus "8 ; bill

from gape "6. The second primary terminates between the seventh

and ninth, the first primary is I'l to 1'25 short of the tip of the

wing and the secondaries "4 short.

There is no seasonal change of colour in the plumage beyond

what is caused by abrasion and wear and tear of the feathers. The
colour of the plumage is a very bad guide to identification.

Distribution. Throughout the whole peninsula of India down to

the Nilgiris in the south, and to the longitude of Dinapore and
Lohardugga in the east. I have examined a large series of birds

from almost every portion of this area. It is in general a winter
visitor, but Doig found a large colony breeding from March to July
on the Eastern Nara, Sind. It breeds in Quetta and westwards
to Europe ; also in Turkestan ; and Seebohra states that it breeds
m Kashmir. India appears to be its main winter-quarters.

Habits, Sfo. Breeds in Sind, constructing a small cup-shaped
nest of sedge and fine grass in the centre of a low bush. The eggs,
four in number, are white marked with brown and measure -61

by -49.

395. Hypolais pallida. Tlie Olivaceous Tree-WarbUr.

Curruca pallida, Hemp, ir Mr. Symb. Phys., Aves, fol. bb (1833).
Hypolais pallida (11. l^- E.), Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 393, 504 ; id. Cat.

no. 553 ter ; id. S. F. ix, p. 231 ; Seebofim, Cat. B. M. v, p. 82

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 225.

Coloration. Eesembles H. ruma in colour, but differs in being
larger, in the tip of the secondaries being -55 to -65 from the tip
of the wing, and the tip of the first primary 1-3 to 1-5 short of the
same.

Length nearly 6; tail 2-2; wing 2-5 to 2-7; tarsus -8: bill
from gape -75; the second primary is between the sixth and
eighth.

In H. paUiJayae difference between the length of the wing and
that of the tail is considerably greater than in H. rama, in which it
is frequently not more than •!.

Distribution. Hume received this bird from Sehwan, but subse-
quently doubted the identification of the specimen,-thinking it to
be an abnormal IT. rama. Dresser, however, distinctly states that
he has seen iSind specimens of H. pallida. It is a bird which is
most likely to be found in Sind, and so I admit it to my list
Barnes states that this bird occurs in Siud as a cold-weather
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visitant, but on what authority I do not know, unless it be that of

Murray, who calls it a winter visitor to Sind.

Its suramer-quarters extend to Turkestan, South-western Asia,

Europe, and North-eastern Africa.

396. Hypolais caligata. The Booted Tree-Warbler.

Sylvia caligata, Lieht., JEversm. Heise Btichara, p. 128 (1823).
Jerdonia agricolensis, Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 182; Blanf. S. F. ii,

p. 330.

Hypolais caligata (Lieht.), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 396; id. Cat.

no. 553 bis ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. y, p. 85 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 224.

Coloration. Eesembles H. rama, from which the present species

differs only in size, being smaller, and in haviug a longer second

primary, the tip or this primary being between the sixth and seventh.

The best character by which to separate this species from H. rama
is the shorter, tail, which never reaches a length of 2.

Lower mandible and edges of upper reddish fleshy ; rest of bill

dark brown ; legs, feet, and claws pale brown ; iris dark brown
(Davison).

Length about 5; tail 1 "9; wing 2'4; tarsus "75 ; bill from gape "55.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the whole of Northern and
Central India. I have traced it southwards to Belgaum, and on
the east to Mudhupur on the E.I. Eailway. It is found on the

west as far as Karachi and Hydrabad. It is doubtful, I think,

whether this bird remains to breed in any portion of the Hima-
layas, but Seebohm asserts that it does so in Kashmir. Biddulph,

however, found it in Grilgit only in August and September, when
it was probably migrating southwards. It is known to summer
in Turkestan and Southern Siberia.

397. Hypolais o'bsoleta. The Desert Tree-Warbler.

Salicaria obsoleta, Severtz. Turkest. Jevotn. pp. 66, 129 (1873) ; id.

S. F. iii, p. 426.

Hypolais obsoleta (Sev.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 86.

Coloration. Eesembles H. ramc^ but the whole upper plumage is

a pale sandy brown.

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-4 to 2-6 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from

gape '65. The second primary terminates between the sixth and

seventh ; the distance from the tip of the first primary to the tip

of the wing is 1"3 to 1*5 ; the secondaries fall short of the tip

of the wing by "45 to -6.

Distribution. Seebohm possesses a skin which was obtained in

Sind, but this I have not been able to examine, owing to its having

been sent to Russia. We can, however, have no better authority

than Seebohm for the identification of this bird. It is a rare

species. It is supposed to summer in the desert portions of Tur-

kestan, and to winter in Sind. It has occurred at Fao in the

Persian Gulf.
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Genus SYLVIA, Scop., 1769.

The genus Sylvia contains six Indian species, three of which are

very closely allied to each other and to a European form, and a

fourth is merely a race of another bird common in Europe. Sylvia

and Hypolais are almost congeneric ; but the former has a smaller

bill and brighter colours, and in some of the species the sexes differ

in colour to some small extent, while in Hypolais the sexes are

always alike.

Sylvia has two moults a year; but these do not cause any
important difference in the colour of the plumage at the two
seasons. All the species are migrants, but their migrations are of

very limited extent, consisting of a change from the plains to the

mountainous parts and back again, and there is reason to think

that one or more species may be resident in India, This is almost

a certainty in the case of S. nana.

The true Warblers frequent trees and bushes, have for the most
part a pleasant song, and build cup-shaped nests at no great height

above the ground, laying eggs which are usually marked with
yellowish brown.

In Sylvia the biU from the gape to the tip is shorter than the
middle toe and claw ; the three rictal bristles are weak, and the
supplementary hairs nearly obsolete ; the feathers of the forehead
are decomposed and rough. The first primary is small, and the
second is equal to the sixth or thereabouts. The tarsus is stout

and short, and the tail very slightly graduated.

Key to the Species.

a. First primary minute, not reaching to tips

of primary-coverts S. cinerea, p. 395.
b. First primary large, extending considerably

b^ond tips of primary-coverts.

a'. Crown of head black or brown ; wing con-
siderably more than .3 S.Jerdoni, p. 395.

b'. Crown of head fawn-brown, concolorous
with back ; wing under 3 5'. nana, p. 396.

c'. Crown of head grey; wing under 3.

a". Upper plumage greyish brown, slightly
darker on crown ; wing 2'6 to 2-8

;

second primary generally between sixth
and seventh, sometimes equal to seventh,
and rarely between seventh and eighth . S. althaea, p. 397.

6". Upper plumage earth - brown, crown
brownish grey ; wing 2-45 to 2-65

;

second primary equal to sixth, rarely
between sixth and seventh .'. S. affinis, p. 397.

c". Upper plumage sandy brown; crown
pale bluish grey; wing 2'3 to 2-45;
second primary equal to seventh and
sometimes between seventh and eighth . S. minuscula, p. 398

.
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398. Sylvia cinerea. The White-throated Warhler.

Sylvia cinerea, Bechst. Orn. Taschenb. i, p. 170 (1802) ; Hume, S. F.
iii, p. 488 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 8.

Sylvia rufa (Bodd.), Hume, Cat. no. 582 quat. ; Bai-nes, Birds Bom.
p. 233.

Coloration. After the autumn moult the whole upper plumage is

russet-brown, the margins of the quills and covetrs more rufous,

approaching chestnut on the tertiaries and greater coverts ; tail

brown, edged with russet, and the outermost feathers whity brown;
lores grey ; sides of the forehead mixed russet and grey ; chin,

throat, and middle of abdomen whitish ; the remainder of tJie lower

plumage pale buff. In summer both sexes have the upper plumage
greyish brown, and the male has the breast suffused with vinous.

Legs and feet yellowish brown ; bill dusky above, fleshy at base

of lower mandible ; iris yellowish brown (Butler) ; bill dark horny,

whitish at base below ; iris brown (Hume).
Length about 6 ; tail 2-5 ; wing 2-9

; tarsus -8 ; bill from
gape '6. Second primary equal to fourth; first primary very

minute.

Distribution. This is a very rare species in India, and the

specimens I have seen have been killed, without exception, in

September. It is therefore impossible to say whether this is

a winter or a summer visitor, or whether it merely passes through

on migration. It has occurred at Gilgit and Astor, in Lower
Sind, on Mount Abu, and at Deesa. Hume gives it from Jodhpore

and Pali.

It breeds throughout Europe, and eastwards to Persia ; and it

winters in Africa. It is not unlikely, therefore, to be a summer
visitor to India, and to breed there.

399. Sylvia jerdoni. The Eastern Orphean Warbler.

Curruca jerdoni, Blt/th, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 439 (1847).

Sylvia jerdoni {Bh/th), Blyth, Cat. p. 187; Hume, Cat. no. 581;

Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 16 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 282.

Svlvia orphea {Temm.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 208 ; Butler 8f Hume, 8. F.

"iii, p. 487.

The Large Blach-capped Warbler *, Jerd. ; Pedda nulla hampa-jitta,

Tel.

Coloration. Male. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, and sides

of the head black ; upper plumage slaty grey ; wings brown,

edged with slaty grey ; tail black, the outermost feathers with the

outer web white and the inner.with the terminal third white ; the

next two pairs white at the tip of the inner web; cheeks and

* As this bird is not the Eastern representatiye of the Blackcap or Black-

capped Warbler of Europe, Jerdon's name seems to me inappropriate and

misleading.
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lower plumage white, tinged with very pale buff, especially on the

sides of the body ; under tail-coverfcs slaty grey, broadly tipped

with white.

Figs. 127, 128.—Head and foot of S.jerdoni.

Female. Crown, forehead, and nape brown, and the ear-coverts

blackish ; otherwise like the male.

Legs and feet slaty-grey ; bill blackish brown, slaty at base of

lower mandible ; iris pale straw or dirty white (Butler).

Length about 7; tail 2-9; wing 3-2; tarsus -9; bill from

gape "85. The first primary is about -75 iu length, and the

second is between the fifth and sixth.

This bird differs from its European representative, S. orphea, in

having a much larger bill and paler lower plumage.

Distribution. A winter visitor to a great portion of Lidia, from

September to April. It inhabits the whole peninsula as far

as Trichinopoly on the south and M^nbhoom in Chutia Kagpur on

the east. It appears to be confined to the plains in winter. It

passes through Grilgit in the spring and autumn migrations, and

breeds in Turkestan.

400. Sylvia nana. The Desert Warbler.

Curruca nana. Hemp: § Ehrenb. Symb. Phys., Aves, fol. cc (1833).

Sylvia delicatukf Hartl. Ibis, 1859, p. 340, pi. x, fig. 1 ; Hume, S. F.

i, p. 199.

Sylvia nana {H. Sf E.), Hume, Cat. no. 683 bis ; Doig, S. F. ix,

p. 280; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 26; Barnes, Birds Bmn. p. 234.

Coloration. Lores and round the eye white ; forehead, crown,

nape, back, and scapulars fawn-brown; rump and upper tail-coverts

rufous ; middle tail-feathers rufous, with black shafts ; the next

two pairs dark brown, margined with rufous ; the next pair

brown, margined with pale rufous and tipped white ; the next
white on the outer web, dark brown on the inner with a white
tip ; the outermost pair pure white ; wings brown, margined with
rufescent ; the whole lower plumage very pale huffish white.

Iris pale yellow ; bill dusky brown above, whitish flesh below

;

legs and feet straw-yellow {Butler).

Length about 5; tail 2; wing 2-3; tarsus '75. The first

primary is "4 long ; the second is equal to the sixth or seventh.
Distribution. The Desert portions of Sind, BahsSwalpur, Baj-

putana, and the southern parts of the Panjab. To the east this

Warbler extends as far as Sirsa, Hissar, and Jodhpore. To the
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north I have not been able to trace it above Bahawalpur. It

is probably a resident species in all this tract, for Doig found the

young just able to fly in November near the Runn of Outch.

401. Sylvia althasa. Bum^s Lesser White-throated Warbler.

Sylvia affinis, Blyth apud Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 209.

Sylvia althiEa, Hume, S. F. vii, p. 60 ; %d. Cat. no. 582 ter ; Scully,

Ibis, 1881, p. 450 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 20; Barnes, Birds
Bom. p. 233.

The Allied Grey Warble^-, Jerd.

Coloration.. Upper plumage greyish brown, slightly darker on
the crown and tinged with brown on the back ; tail dark brovrn,

the feathers narrowly margined and increasingly tipped with white

from the middle to the outside, the outermost feathers being

almost entirely white, only the basal portion of the inner wet) and
the shaft being brown ; wings dark brown, edged paler, the ter-

tiaries nearly the colour of the back ; lores, round the eye, and the

ear-coverts dark brown ; the whole lower plumage pale cineraceous.

In summer, judging from a May specimen, the lower plumage is

duller.

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet plumbeous black ; bill brownish
black, slaty-blue at base of lower mandible (Butler).

Length about 6 ; tail 2-5
; wing 2'6 to 2-8 ; tarsus '85 ; bill

from gape "6. The flrst primary is "6 to -7 long ; second primary
generally between sixth and seventh, rarel.v longer than seventh.

Distribution. A rare winter visitor to the plains of India. It

has been obtained at Bahawalpur, Deesa, Jhansi, Ahmednagar, and
Belgaum, from all of which places I have examined specimens. It

also occurs at Byan Kheyl, in Afghanistan. It breeds in Kashmir
at an elevation of 9000 feet.

Legge is of opinion that the Ceylon Whitethroat may be this

species. I have had no opportunity of examining a bird from that

island.

It is no easy matter to identify Jerdon's two species of White-
throat. His ;Si. affinis, BL, judging from its rarity and its larger

size, is, in my opinion, rightly identified by Seebohm with S. althcea.

Hume, however, identifies it with the true S. affinis. On the other

hand, he assigns Jerdon's S. curruca, which he (Jerdon) states is

common all over India, to the true S. curruca, a bird which is not

known to occur in India at all.

If the views of Seebohm and myself are correct, the range

of S. althcea extends to the Carnatic and Ceylon, from which

places Jerdon records it.

402. Sylvia afiBnis. The Indian Lesser White-throated Warbler.

Curruca afBnis, Bli/ih, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 564 note (1846) ; Brooks,

S. F. iii, p. 272.

Sylvia affims {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 187 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 197, ii,
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p. 332 ; B^itler, S. F. iii, p. 487 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, pp. 59, 60 ;
id.

Cat. no. 682 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 588; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v,

p. 19 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 232 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd

ed. i. p. 257.

Sylvia curruca {Gm.), apud Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 344 ; Jerd. B. I.

ii, p. 209.

Sterparola curruca (Lath.), Hume, N. 8( E. p. 373.

The Lesser White-throat, Jerd. ; Chinna luMa Kumpajitta, Tel.

Coloration. Upper plumage earth-brown ; forehead, crown, and

nape brownish grey ; otherwise as in S. althaea.

Iris yellowish brown ; legs and feet plumbeous ; bill dusky,

slaty-horn at base of lower mandible (Butler).

Length about 6 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-45 to 2-65 ; tar.«us -75 ; bill

from gape '55. Krst primary about '55 ; the second primary is

about equal to the sixth.

The European ally of this species differs persistently in having

the second primary much shorter than the sixth. It has not been

found in India.

Distribution. A winter visitor to nearly the whole of the plains

of India. Judging from the specimens I have examined its range

extends to the east as far as Mudhupur on the E.I. Eailway, and
to the south as far as Coimbatore. I have not seen Ceylon speci-

mens, but it is said to occur in that island. Some birds spend the

summer and breed in Kashmir, but the majority apparently pass

on to Siberia.

HaJbits, 4rc. Brooks found this bird breeding in Kashmir at from
5500 to 6500 feet, amongst small bushes in May by the side of

rivers. The nest was cup-shaped and made of grasses, roots,

and fine fibres, and lined with horsehair. The eggs, four or five in

number, are white with a greenish tinge, marked with yellowish

brown, and measure "66 by '5.

403. Sylvia minuscula. Tfie Small White-throated Warbler.

Sylvia minula, Hume, S. F. i, p. 198 (1873), vii, p. 58.

Sylvia minuscula, Hume, Cat. no. 582 bis ; id. S. F. viii, pp. 388, 498
;

Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 20, pi. i ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 232.

Coloration. Eesembles S. althaea and ;Si. affinis, but the upper
plumage is sandy brown, contrasting with the pale bluish grey of

the forehead, crown, and nape.

Legs and feet horny greenish grey ; bill horny, paler at the
base of the lower mandible; iris very pale yellow (Hume).

Length about 5-3 ; tail 2'1 ; wing 2-3 to 2-45 ; tarsus -75 ; bill

from gape -5. The first primary is "5 long ; the second primary
is equal to the seventh, or between the seventh and eighth.

Distribution. Throughout Sind, Bahiiwalpur, and Eajputana as
far east as Jodhpore as a winter visitor. This species is not un-
likely to be a resident throughout the year in some parts of its

winter range, but it is not yet known to be so. It is said to
summer in Afghanistan.
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Genus HERBIVOCULA, Swinhoe, 1871.

The genus Herhivoeula contains one species whicb, on account

of its thick bill, I consider desirable to separate from the WiUow-
Warblers. Seebohm places it in his eompretensive genus Lusci-

niola, which embraces five of my genera wholly or in part.

Herhivoeula is migratory, visiting the southern half of Burma
in the winter, and being somewhat rare. It has two moults, but

the only difference in plumage at the two seasons is that it is less

richly coloured in summer. The young are very yellow. The
sexes are alike.

I found this Warbler, on the two occasions I met with it, in

bushes. It feeds a good deal on the ground, its strong tarsus

being suited to this mode of life. It has considerable affinities for

Artondinass in structure and colour, but the tail is nearly square.

In this genus the bill is very stout and deep for a Warbler, and

about one third the length of the head. The three rictal bristles

are very strong, and so are the supplementary hairs, which, how-

ever, do not extend up to the culmen nor cover the nostrils as in

Phyllopneuste. The first primary is very large, and the second

falls short of the tip of the wing by a considerable distance, being

equal to the eighth.

404. Herbivociila schwarzi. Badde's Bush-Warhhr.

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) schwai'zi, Radde, Reis. Sibir., Voff. p. 260,

t. ix, f. a, b, c (1863).

Phylloscopus brooksi, Hvme, 8. F. ii, p. 505 (1874), v, p. 134.

Neornis iiavolivacea, Hodgs. apud Hume, S. F. iii, p. 139 ; Oates,

S. F. X, p. 221.

Phylloscopus schwarzi (Radde), Brooks, S. F. iv, p. 277 ; Hume Sf

Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 353 ; Hume, Cat. no. 556 ter ; Bingham, 8. F. ix,

p. 186.

Lusciniola schwarzi (Radde), 8eebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 128.

Herhivoeula schwarzi (Radde), Oates, B. B. i, p. 91.

Fig. 129.—Head of H. schward.

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-brown tinged with tawny,

especially on the rump ; wings and tail brown, edged on the outer

webs with the colour of the back ; supercilium very distinct and

reaching to the nape, buff ; lores and feathers behind the eye dark

brown : ear-coverts buff and brown ; lower plumage rich tawny

buff, paling on the throat and abdomen ; axillaries and under wmg-

eoverts buff. In summer the lower parts are nearly white, merely

tinged with yeUow or buff, more especially so on the vent and

under tail-coverts.
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Bill horn-colour, the base fleshy white and the gape yellow ;
ins

brown ; legs and feet fleshy yellow, claws fleshy brown.

Length about 5-6; tail 2-25; wing 2-45; tarsus -9; bill from

gape -65. The second primary is equal to the eighth, or inter-

mediate between the seventh and eighth ; the first primary is very

long, measuring '85 in length.

Distribution. Pegu and the northern and central portions of

Tenasserim as a winter visitor. This bird glso winters in South

China, and it summers in S.E. Siberia.

Genus PHYLLOSCOPUS, Boie, 1826.

The genus Phylloscopus contains fifteen Indian species, which are

for the most part winter visitors to the plains, retiring for the

summer either to the Himalayas or further into Central and
Northern Asia. They are all birds of very small size and delicate

structure. They closely resemble the birds of the next genus,

flora which, however, it is desirable to keep them separate on
grounds of convenience and structure. lu this genus the bill is

of much the same shape as in Aoanihopneiiste, but narrower and
much smaller compared with the size of the bird. This would be

but an indifferent character were it not accompanied by another

which renders the separation of the genera quite easy if good
specimens are examined. This is that in Phylloscopus the supple-

mentary hairs stop short at the lower edge of the nostrils and do

not overhaug them, whereas in Acanihopneiiste these hairs grow
quite up to the culmen and over the nostrils, making this latter

genus quite Muscicapine and a connecting one between Phyllo-

scopus and Gryptolophxi.

The "Willow-Warblers frequent trees and bushes, among the

leaves of which they search for insects, frequently launching out

after the winged ones in the manner of a Flycatcher. They are

not aquatic, nor do they, as a rule, frequent grass and reeds. The
males probably of all have a pretty song in the breeding-season.

They make rather large soft nests either on the ground or on the

branches of trees, and the eggs are either pure white or else white

spotted with red.

In Phylloscopus the supplementary hairs in front of the rictal

bristles vary in strength, in some species being weak and in others

stronger ; but the rictal bristles themselves are always fairly

strong. The first primary is small but not minute, and the length
of the second varies in each species, generally furnishing a useful
character for identification. The taU is either square or slightly

forked.

The various species of Phylloscopus resemble each other so closely

as to render their identification no easy matter without actual
comparison with named specimens. The annexed key will, it is

hoped, enable all the species to be identified if the plumage is

fresh. If the plumage be worn it will, in most cases, be impossible
for any one but a practised ornithologist to name the species. If
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colour fail the next best guide will be dimensious and the pro-

portions of the primaries, but these are by no means constant.

In Phylloscopus there are two moults a year, the sexes are alike,

and the young are more brightly coloured than the adults.

Key to the Species*.

a. Upper plumage uniformly of one colour.

a'. Under wing-coverts and axillaries yellow.

a''. Lower plumage deep yellow P. affinis, p. 401.

h" . Lower plumage pale dull yellow .... P. tytleri, p. 402.

c". Lower plumage buff P. tristis, p. 403.

b'. Under wing-coverts and axillaries brown
;

lower plumage huffish yellow P. indicm, p. 404.

e'. Under wing-coverts, axillaries, and lower
plumage dusky oil-green P. fidiginwmtris, p. 404.

d'. Under wing-coverts, axillaries, and lower
plumage rich buff P. ftiscatus, p. 405.

e' . Unddr wing-coverts and axillaries yel-

lowish white or white ; lower plumage
very pale buff.

d'. Smaller ; wing 1-85 to 2-1 P. negleottis, p. 406.

e". Larger ; wing 2-05 to 2'4 P. sindianus, p. 406.

b. Crown darker than back, and variegated with
coronal bands.

/'. Lower portion of rump bright yellow.

/". Inner webs of outer tail-feathers white.

a'". Throat and upper breast grey P. maouhpennis, p. 400.

b'". Throat and upper breast yellow. ... P. pulchei; p. 407.

ff".
Inner webs of outer tail-feathers not

white P. proregulus, p. 408.

g'. Lower portion of rump not yellow, but

coloured like upper portion.

h". Lower plumage rather deep yellow

tinged with ochraceous P. mbviridis, p. 409.

i''. Lower plumage very pale yellow or

yellowish white,

c'". Supercilium greenish yellow; both

wing-bars distinct P. superciliosus, p. 409.

d'", Supercilium pale buffer brown, very

distinct ; upper wing-bar less dis-

tinct than lower P. humii, p. 410.

e"'. Supercilium brownish buff, distinct

;

upper wing-bar indistinct P. mandeUii, p. 411.

405. Phylloscopus affinis. Tidkell's Willow-Warbler.

Motacilla affinis. Tick. J. A. S. B. ii, p. 576 (1833).

PhyUoscopus affinis (Kc/c), Blyth, Cat. p. 185 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 194 ;

Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 54 ; Broohs, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 81 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 625; Hume, Cat. no. 661

;

* P. troohilm, L. (Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 192), is omitted from this work as its

occurreuee in India is more tbau doubtful.

TOL. I. 2d
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Scully, S. F. viii, p. 306 ; Damson, S. F. i, p. 394 ; Seebohm, Birds

B. M. V. p. 65 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 229 ; Hume, S. F. xi.

p. 219.

TinkelVs Tree-Warhhr, Jerd.

Goloration. Upper plumage dull olive-brown ; wings and tail

dark brown, narrowly edged with bright olive-brown ; lores and

behind the eye dark brown ; a deep yellow s^percUium from the

nostrils to the nape j the whole lower plumage deep yellow, suf-

fused with olivaceous on the sides of the neck, breast, and body

;

under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow.

Legs and feet greenish brown ; claws darker ; lower mandible

pale yellow, upper dark brown ; iris brown (Gockhurn).

Length about 4-5 ; tail 1-9 ; wing 2-2 to 2-5 ; tarsus "8 ; bill

from gape '5 ; the second primary is equal to the ninth or tenth.

Distribution. Breeds at high elevations along the Himalayas
from Kashmir to Sikhim, and no doubt also in Bhutan and further

east.

This Warbler winters in the plains of India, extending down to

the Palni hills. It seems, however, to be unknown in the Punjab,
Eajputana, the North-West Provinces, and the greater part of

Central India. Its western limit in the peninsula, judging from
the specimens I have been able to examine, is a line drawn from
Kbandala to Eaipur, and from Eaipur to Benares. The birds which
summer in the N.W. Himalayas apparently migrate in a south-
easterly direction along the hills, and evidently do not enter the
plains till they reach Bengal. To the east this bird has been found
up the Assam valley as far as Dibrugarh, in the Khasi hills, and in

Mauipur, and Anderson records it from near Bhamo.

406. PhyllosCDpus tytleri. TytWs Wilhw-Warhler.

Phylloscopus tytleri, Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 23 ; id. J. A. S. B. xli,

pt. ii, p. 79 (1872) ; Hume, N. Hf E. p. 362 ; id. S. F. iii, pp. 243
uote, 279 ; id. Cat. no. 660 bi? ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 394 ; Seebohm,
Cat. B. M. v, p. 66 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 268.

Coloration. Upper plumage and the margins of the wings and
tail green ; lores and a band behind the eye blackish ; a super-
cilium from the nostrils to the nape pale j-ellow ; lower plumage
dull yellow tinged with grey ; under wing-coverts and axillaries
pure sulphur-yellow.

Upper mandible dark brown, lower paler brown, yellowish along
the edges ; iris dark brown ; legs and feet dark brownish green ;

claws darker ; soles yellowish green (Davison).
Length about 5 ; 'tail 1-8; wing 2-4; tarsus "7 j bill from gape

•55
;
the second primary is between the seventh and eighth, or equal

to the eighth, sometimes slightly exceeding it.

Distribution. Summers in the higher elevations of the Himalayas
from Kashmir to Kumaun. Winters in the lower portions of the
same mountains, and also descends into the peninsula. Specimens
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have been obtained at Etdwah', Khandala, Sawant Wari, and
Ootacamund.

Habits, ^c. The nest of this species was found in Kashmir in

June by the late Capt. Cock. It was built at the end of a pine

bough, about 40 feet from the ground, was constructed of grass-

fibres and lichens, and lined with hair and feathers. It was a solid

deep cup, and contained four white eggs, which measured about
•58 bj -48.

407. Phylloscopus tristis. The Brown Willow- Warbler.

Phylloscopua tristis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 966 (1843) ; id. Cat.

p. 1 85 ; Sorsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 336 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 190 ; Hume ^
Hendera. Lahore to Yark. p. 219 ; Stoliezka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 242 ; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 148 ; Hume, Cat., no. 554 ; Brooks,
8. F. -no., p. 476 ; ScuUy, Ibis, 1881, p. 448 ; Hume, 8. F. x, p. 118
note ; 8eebohm, Cat. B. M. y, p. 63 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 227.

The Brown Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage brown, with a tinge of green ; wings
and tail dark brown, edged with olive-yellow ; lores and behind
the eye blackish ; a narrow but distinct superciUum from the

nostrils to the end of the ear-coverts buff ; sides of the head and
the whole lower plumage buff, paler on the chin, throat, and
abdomen ; under wing-coverts and axillaries bright sulphur-

yellow.

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet brownish black, soles pale ; bill

dusky brown (Butler).

Length about 5 ; tail 1'8 to 2-1 ; wing 2'2 to 2-5
; tarsus "8

;

bill from gape "5 ; the first primary '6 ; the second primary is

equal to the seventh, or sometimes rather shorter.

This species differs from the European Chiffchaff in not being

yellow beneath, except on the axillaries and under tail-coverts.

In faded plumage it may be confounded with P. sindianus ; but

Hume points out (I.e.) that these two birds may at all times

be separated by the shape of the first primary. I have been able

to examine only oue specimen of P. sindianus, but I could not

detect in its first primary any difference of shape from that of

P. tristis. It is seldom, however, that P. tristis is so very faded as

not to exhibit some yellow on its axillaries and under vdng -coverts,

and this character will suflice to separate it from P. sindianus, as

a rule.

Distribution. Summers in the higher portions of the Himalayas

in Kashmir. In winter this species is found over the whole of

India from Sind to Dacca, and south to about the latitude of

Bombay. Some birds remain in the Himalayas, at lower levels,

throughout the winter. The nest has not yet been found within

our limits, but has been obtained in Siberia.

2d2
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408. Phyllosoopus indicus. The Olivaceous Willow-Warbler.

Sylvia indica, Jerd. Madras Journ. L. S. xi, p. 6 (1840).

Phyllopneiiste indicus (Jerd.), Slytli, Cat. p. 183.

Phylloscopus indicus {Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 194; Blanf.J. A. 8. B.

xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 181 ; Butler, 6". F. iii, p. 486 ; Hume, Cat. no. 562

;

id. S. F. xi, p. 320 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 229.

Lusciniola indica (Jerd.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 126.

ITie Olivaceous Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage earthy brown, with a tinge of yel-

lowish on the rump ; wings and tail brown, very slightly margined

paler, the outer tail-feathers narrowly tipped with white ; a dis-

tiucfc deep yellow supercilium from the nostrils to the nape, shading

off into buffi ; sides of the head brown mingled with buff ; lower

plumage huffish yellow, slightly dusky on the breast and sides of

the body ; axillaries and under wing-coverts brown.
Legs, feet, and bill greenish yellow, the bill blackish on the

culmen ; iris brown (Rume Coll.).

Length rather more than 5; tail 2"1 ; wiug 2*5 ; tarsus '75;

bill from gape "55 ; first primary '6 to '7 ; the second is about

equal to tenth or somewhat longer.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the plains and lower ranges of

the Himalayas, being found as far south as Jdlna, in Hyderabad,
and Chanda. In the north-west it seems to be rare. I have seen

a specimen from Murree, but from nowhere else in the Punjab,
nor from Sind, nor from the northern parts of Kajputana, above
Jodhpore. To the east P. indicus is fairly common in all parts of

Bengal, and has been observed in Assam at DoUah, in the Dibrugarh
district, and at the foot of the Graro hills.

In summer this bird retires to the higher ranges of the Hima-
layas, and it breeds in Kashmir, although its nest does not appear
to have been found as yet.

Habits, iSfe. Blanford observes that this Warbler differs some-
what in habits from allied species, and is often seen running about
vertical stems of trees, to which it clings like a Nuthatch.

409. Phylloscopus fiiliginiventris. The Smoky Willow-Warbler.

Horornis fuliginiventer, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31 ; Horsf. ^ M.
Cat. i, p. 335 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 162; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 21.

Phylloscopus fuliginiventer (Hodgs.), Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 54; Oodio.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18; Hume, Cat.

no. 525.

Lusciniola fuliginiventris {Hodgs.), 8eebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 129.

T!ie 8mohy Hill-Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage very dark olive-brown ; wings and
tail dark brown, margined with olive-brown ; a narrow supercilium
and the whole lower plumage dusky oU-green ; sides of the head
dusky and buff mingled. Grodwin-Austen speaks of a dull but
well-marked ring round the eye ; this is not apparent in the skins
I have seen.
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In the dry skin the upper mandible is black, the lower brown,
with the base flesh-coloured ; legs brown, Godwin- Austen states

that the iris is dull brown and the legs ochraceous green.

Length nearly 4-5
; fail 1-75 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from

gape -55 ; the first primary -8
; the second equal to the tenth.

Distribution. This species was discovered by Hodgson in Nepal.
Mandelli procured several specimens in Sikhim from February to

June, and Blanford met with it in Sikhim at 14,000 feet elevation.

It occurs in the Buxa Doars, and G-odwin-Austen obtained it at

Sadiya, in Assam. It is evidently a resident species.

410. Phylloscopus fuscatus. The Dusky Willow-Warhhi:

PhyUopneuste fuscata, JBlyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 113 (1842).
Horornis fulviventiis, Rodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31 ; Jerd. B. I. ii,

p. 162; Htme, N. Sr E. p. 829; id. Cat. no. 623; Brooks, S. F.
viii, p. 379.

Phylloscopus hrunneus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 591 (1845) ; id.

Cat. p. 185 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 338.
Phylloscopus fuscatus {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 186 ; Jei-d. B. I. ii,

p. 191 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 271 ; Anders.
Yunnan H-vped., Aves, p. 623 ; JImne, Cat. no. 555 ; id. S. F. xi,

p. 217 ; Oates in Hum/s N. S[ E. £nd ed. i, p. 269.

Lusciniola fuscata (Blyth), Seehohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. T27.

Herbivocula fuscata {Blyth), Oates, B. B. i, p. 92.

The Dusky Tree- Warhkr, Jerd.

Coloration. Tipper plumage brown ; tail and wings brown, e^ged
exteriorly with olive-brown ; lores and feathers behind the eye dark
brown ; a distinct supereilium reaching to the nape bufp ; cheeks
and ear-coverts mingled brown and buff ; chin, throat, and abdomen
buffy white ; breast, flanks, axillaries, vent, and under tail-coverts

rich buff. In summer the buff becomes less intense. Before the
two annual moults the plumage gets much abraded, and some birds

become a uniform dull brown.

Iris brown ; upper mandible dusky brown, the lower one dusky
yellow, brownish at the tip ; mouth yellow ; legs and feet dusky
flesh-colour ; claws yellowish horn-colour.

Length 5"3 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 2'4 ; tarsus '9 ; bill from gape -52.

The second primary is intermediate in length between the ninth

and tenth ; the first primary is large, being about -8 inch in length.

Distribution. Winters in Bengal and the North-West Provinces

east of the longitude of Etawah ; extends up to the head of the

Assam valley, and thence southwards down to Tenasseiim, where
it has been observed as far south as Tavoy. It has been found in

Nepal, probably in summer, and in Silthim certainly at that

season, if we identify with this species the bird of which Jerdon

found the nest at Darjiling in July. Hodgson's Horornis fulvi-

ventris is undoubtedly this species, as proved by his types (no. 878)

in the British Museum ; and Jerdon identified his Darjiling spe-

cimen with H. fulviveniris.

In winter this bird is found in Southern China, and at the
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spring migration the majority of the birds repair to Northern and

Central Asia, some few apparently stopping in the Himalayas to

breed.

HaUts, SfC. Jerdon describes the nest of this bird as being cup-

shaped, composed of grass with a few fibres and built on a bank,

and the eggs as pinky white, with a few reddish spots.

411. Phylloscopus neglectus. The Plain Willow-Warbler.

Phylloscopus neglectus, Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 143; id. Cat. no. 554 bis

;

'Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 480 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 227.

Phyllopseuste neglectus [Hume), Hume, S. F. i, p. 195.

Lusciniola neglecta {Hume), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 1-Sl.

Coloration. Tipper plumage earthy brown ; wingg and tail brown,

naiTowly margined paler ; a narrow eyebrow pale bufE ; lores and

behind the eye dark brown; ear-coverts pale buff; the whole

lower plumage very pale buff ; axillaries and under wing-coverts

yellowisb white to white.

Eye dark ; bill, legs, and feet very dark brown (BrooJcs).

Length about 4 ; tail 1-5 to 1-65 ; wing 1-85 to 2-1 ; tarsus

•7 to '75 ; bill from gape "4 ; first primary -6 ; second primary

equal to the eighth or ninth.

Distribution. Throughout Upper Sind, along the banks of the

Indus. Hume states that in the cold weather this species is

common in the Punjab and in the Doab at least as low down as

Agra. It is not improbably a resident species in Sind.

412. Phylloscopus sindianus. The Sind Willow- Warbler.

Phylloscopus sindiamis, Broolcs, iS, F. viii, p. 476 ; Hume, S. F. ix,

p. 99, X, p. 118 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 229.

Coloration. Eesembles P. neglectus so closely as to require no
separate description, and only differs in being larger.

BUI dark brown, yellowish towards the base of the lower man-
dible ; legs and feet dark brown ; iris dark brown {Brooks).

Length about 4-5 ; tail 1-75 to 2-05 ; wing 2-05 to 2-4 ; tarsus

•7 to -8 ; bill from gape '5 ; the first primary '6 ; the second is

equal to the ninth.

Distribution. Sukkur and Sehwan in Sind, and probably through-

out that province. It is doubtless a resident species.

413. Phylloscopus maculipennis*. Th^ Grey-faced Willow-
Warbler.

Ahrornis maculipennis, Blijth, Ibis, 1867, p. 27 ; Hume, S. F. vii,

p. 399.

* However indulgent ornilholugists may wish to be to Hodgson, it is, in the
case of this bird, most undesirable to uttauh the name chlormiotus to it. Seobohm
has fully stated the case, and so has Hume ; and after a personal investigation

into the matter I agree with the former and also, I may add , with Brooks in
their views of the question.
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Reguloides sp. ?, Bknf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, pp. 162, 163.

Atromia chloronotus, Hodgs., Hume, S. F. i, p. 494 (1873) ;
id.

N. ^ E. p. 372 ; id. 8. F. iv, p. 505.

Reguloides chloronotus (Hodgs.), Hume, Cat. no. 566 ter.

Regiiloides maculipennis {Blyth), Brooks, J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii,

p. 247 ; id. S. F. Tiii, pp. 392, 482.

Phylloscopus maculipennia (Blyth), Seeiohm, Cat. B. M, v, p. 70.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and hind neck dark olive-

brown, an ill-defined but rather broad coronal band pale buff;

upper plumage yellowish green ; lower part of the rump bright

sulphur-yellow ; wings dark brown, edged with yellowish green,

the greater wing-coverts broadly edged with bright yellow, the
median tipped more narrowly and less distinctly ; the later quills

tipped with yellowish white ; the three outer pairs of tail-feathers

white, except on the terminal half of the outer webs, which
is brown ; the three middle pairs brown, edged with yellowish

green; lores and behind the eye dark brown; a distinct super-

cilium to the nape pale buff ; chin, throat, and upper breast grey ;

remainder of the lower plumage yellow.

BUI black ; legs dark fleshy brown.
Length nearly 4; tail 1*4 ; wing 1"9 ; tarsus '65; bill from

gape -4 ; first primary "5 ; the second is about equal to the
ninth or tenth.

Distribution. The Himalayas, from the Sutlej river to Bhutan.
This appears to be a resident species, merely moving ^ertically

according to season.

414. Phylloscopus pnlcher. The Orange-harred Willow-
Warbler.

Abromis erochrosi, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844, descr.

nulla) ; Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal, pp. 66, 152 (1846) ; Horsf.

Sf M. Cat. i, p. 340.

Abrornis pulchrala, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844, deacr.

nulla).

Phylloscopus pulcher (Hodgs.), Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 592
(1845).

Abrornis pulchra (Hodgs.), Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal, pp. 66,

152 (1846); Blyth, Cat. p. 183.

Reguloides erocbroa (Hodgs.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 199; Hume ^ Dav.
8. F. vi, p. 358 ; Hume, Cat. no. 568 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 309

;

Brooks, 8. F. viii, pp. 392, 482 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 223.

Phylloscopus pulcher (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 73 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 90.

The Bar-winged Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Head very dark olive-brown ; coronal streak merely

indicated, being extremely indistinct ; upper plumage olive-green,

the feathers of the rump very broadly tipped with yellowish green,

forming a band above the coverts of the tail ; wings and wing-

coverts dark brown edged with green, the median and greater

coverts broadly tipped with orange; tail with the three middle
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pairs of feathers brown, edged on the outer webs with yellowish

green, the three outer pairs white on the inner webs and on the

basal halves of the outer webs, the remainder of the outer webs

being brown ; supercilium huffish green ; sides of the head mingled

brown and green : lower plumage greenish yellow.

Bill black ; base of lower mandible and gape yellow ; irides dark

brown ; feet dusky greenish, the soles greenish yellow ; claws

dusky (Scully).
'

'

Length 4-2 ; tail 1"75 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus -8
; bill from gape '5

;

the second primary is about equal to the tenth ; the first primary

measures about '6 inch in length.

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Chamba to Bhutan. This

species has also been found in the Khiisi and Ndga hills, in

Manipur, Karennee, and on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim. It

has not been observed in the Peninsula of India. It is probably a

resident where it is found. It has been procured up to 13,000 ft.

elevation in Sikhim.

415. Pbylloscopus proregnltis, PaUas's Willoiv-Warhler.

Motacilla proreguhis, Pall. Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat. i, p. 499 (1811).

Abromis chloronopiis, Hodgs. in Qray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844).

Eeguloides chloronotus {Hodgs.'), Blyth, Cat. p. 184 ; Horsf. ^ M.
Cat. i, p. 343 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 197.

Eeguloides proregulus (Pall.), Mvme, N.Sr B.-p. 368 ; id. ^ Senders.

Lahore to Yarkand, p. 220 ; JBume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 358 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 666 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 309 ; Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 392

;

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 222.

PhyUoscopus proregulus (Pall.), Seehohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 71;
Oates, B. B. i, p. 89 ; id. in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 260.

The Yellovj-rumped Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. A broad weU-defined coronal streak and a super-

cilium extending to the nape pale yellow ; the head dark olive-

brown; upper plumage olive-brown, lighter than the head ; rump
bright yellow ; wings and wing-coverts brown, the outer webs all

margined with gi-eenish yellow, the median and greater coverts

broadly tipped with pale yellow, forming two wing-bars ; tail

olive-brown, edged with greenish yellow ; sides of the head
mingled brown and yellow ; lower plumage white, suffused with
grey and yellow ; axillaries and under wing-coverts yellow. Before
the seasonal moults the plumage becomes much faded.

Upper mandible black; the lower mandible dusky, yellowish at
the base ; irides dark brown ; gape orange ; feet dingy greenish
brown ; claws dusky ; soles yellowish green (Scully).

Length 3-5; tail 1"4 ; wing 2 : tarsus '7 ; bill from gape '42
;

the second primary is intermediate between the eighth and ninth
;

the first primary is nearly -6 inch in length.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Hazdra and
Kashmir to Bhutan. This Warbler also occurs, probably onlyas
a winter visitor, in the Khdsi and Ndga hills, in Manipur, and in



PHTLLOSCOPrS. 409

the Salween district of Tenasserim, among the pine-forests. It

occasionally descends to such low levels as the Dehra Doon.
It extends to N. China and S.E. Siberia in the sufnmer.

Habits, Sfc. This bird breeds commonly in the Himalayas, at

considerable altitudes. It builds its nest in May or June, con-

structing a domed structure of moss and lichen, lined with

feathers, low down on the bough of a pine. The eggs, five in

number, are white spotted with red, and measure "54 by "44.

416. Fhylloscopus suhviridis. Brooks's Willoxu-Warbler.

Eeguloides subviridis, Brooks, Froc. A. 8. B. 1872, p. 148; Riime,

S. F. iv, p. 494 ; Brooks, S. F. vii, p. 477 ; Hume, Cat. no. 666 his

;

Brooks, S. F. viii, pp. S92, 482; BiMulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 66;
Sculhj, Ibis, 1881, p. 449.

Phylloscopus subviridis {Brooks), Seehohm, Cat. B. M, v, p. 74, pi. iv,

fig. 2 ; Oates in Hume's N. §• F. 2nd ed. i, p. 262.

Coloration. Central coronal streak, supercilium, sides of the

head, and the whole lower plumage yellow suffused with an

ochraceous tinge ; lores and behind the eye dusky ; upper plumage

and margins of wings and tail clear greenish yellow ; tips to greater

wing-coverts pale yellow and distinct ; tips to median-coverts

greenish yellow and less distinct.

Iris black ; legs and feet greyish green ; bill greenish horny

{G. F. L. Marshall).

Length about 4-3; tail 1'8 ; wing 2-3; tarsus "7; bill from

gape "4:5 ; the first primary is about '-55 long ; the second primary

is between the seventh and tenth.

Distribution. This species is found in winter in the North-west

Provinces and the Panjab, apparently not ranging eastward of

Allahabad. It occurs at Simla on migration, and breeds in Kashmir

and Afghanistan, but the nest has not yet been found.

417. Phylloscopus superciliosus. TJie Crowned Willom-Warbler,

Motacilla superciliosa, Om. Syst. Nat. i, p. 975 (1788).

Eeguloides modestus (Gould), Blyth, Cat. -p. 184 (part).

Reguloides proregulus (Pall.), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. \, p. 342 ; Jerd. B.

/. ii,p. 197.

Keguloides superciliosus (Gm.), Brooks, S. F. vii, pp. 128, 236, 476,

viii, p. 392 ; Hume, Cat. no. 565 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 222 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 230.

Phylloscopus superciliosus (Gm.), Anders. Yunnan Exp., Aves,

p. 625 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 68 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 87.

The Crowned Tree-Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-green; a very indistinct and

irregular coronal streak greenish grey ; a well-defined supercilium,

reaching to the nape, pale greenish yellow ; the crown of the.head

darker than the other parts ;
wings and wing-coverts dark brown,

edged with yellowish green, the median and greater coverts with
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conspicuous yellowish tips, forming two distinct wing-bars ;
tJje

quills tipped 'conspicuously with whitish ; tail brown, edged with

yellowish green on the outer webs ; lores and ear-coverts mixed

brown and yellow ; lower plumage yellowish white ; axillaries and

lower wing-coverts yellow. Before the seasonal moults, the plum-

age becomes very dull.

Upper mandible brown ; lower mandible yellowish white tipped

with brown ; legs brownish flesh-colour ; iris brown ; claws pale

brown.
Length 4; tail 1-8; wing 2-1; tarsus -7; bill from gape -5;

the second' primary is generally intermediate in length between

the sixth and se\enth ; the first primary measures about -5 inch in

length.

Distribution. A common winter visitor to the eastern portion of

the Empire, being found throughout Burma, Assam, and Bengal,

to about the longitude of Mudhupur on the E.L EaUway, where

the next species commences to be observed. I have seen no speci-

men from the west of Mudhupur ; but Butler records P. supercilixisus

from the SahyMri range of hills in the Deccan, and terms it a cold

weather visitant, implying by this, I consider, that it is not rare or

exceptional. It is remarkable that it should occur in that part of

India.

418. Fhylloscopns humii. Hume's Willow-Warllei:

AhroTnis tenuiceps*, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844);

Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal, pp. 66, 152 (1846) ; ffodgs. J. A.

S. B. xxiv, p. 575 (1855).

Reguloides superciliosua ((3m.), apud Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 81 ; Sume, N. 8r E. p. 364.

Reguloides humii, Brooks, 8. F. vii, pp. 131, 236, 475 (1878);

Hume, Cat., no. 665 bis ; 8cully, 8. F. viii, p. 307 ; Brooks, 8. F.

viii, pp. 385, 392, 481 ; Bai-nes, Birds Bom. p. 231.

Phylloscopus humii (Brooks), 8eeboAm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 67, pi

fig. 1 ; Oates in Hume's N. §• F. 2nd ed. i, p. 262.

Coloration. Resembles P. svperciliosus but is lighter green above

;

the coronal band is still more indistinct and frequently absent

altogether ; the supercilium is buff fading to brownish white ; the

sides of the head and the lower plumage are suffused with buff

;

the lower wing-bar is pale yellowish and the upper one greenish,

indistinct or sometimes absent altogether.

Upper mandible dark brown : tip of lower pale brown ; rest of

the lower mandible and gape dirty yellow ; iris very dark brown

;

legs very dark greenish plumbeous ; feet and claws many shades

paler (Davison).

Of the same dimensions as P. superdliosus ; the first primary is

of the same length as in that species, and the second is generally

* Although this name was published three times over, yet on no occasion
was a description of the bird given.

IV,
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between the eighth and ninth, but sometimes between the seventh
and eighth.

This and the preceding species are very distinct when in fresh

or fairly good plumage. Birds in worn plumage are not easy to

separate.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the plains of India, ranging as far

east as about the longitude of Mudhupur on the E.I. Eailway,
where it meets P. superciliosus, and the two are found there together.

It extends south to about the latitude of Belgaum. - It is found
throughout the Himalayas as far as Nepal, but it has not occurred
in Sikhim. I cannot find it recorded from Sind or from the drier

parts of Eajputana, but elsewhere within the limits above indicated

it seems to be common. It is known to breed abundantly in

Kashmir, and probably its migration does not extend beyond the
Himalayas.

Habits, 6fc. The breeding-season seems to commence in May in

Kashmir. The nest, a cup of coarse grass, lined with moss-roots,

is built on the ground on banks and sides of ravines. The eggs,

four or five in number, are white spotted with red, and measure
•56 by -44.

419. Phylloscopus mandellii. Mandelli's Willow-Warbler.

Keguloides mandellii, Brooks, S. F. viii, pp. 389, 481 (1879).

Coloration. Hesembles P. superciliosus very closely, but has the

upper plumage a darker green ; the coronal streak is equally ill-

defined, but the lateral bands are a dark blackish olive, very much
darker than the back ; the supercilium is buff; the wing-bars are

duU yellow, and the upper one is indistinct and tinged with green.

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible yellow at base, blackish

at tip ; legs and feet pale yellowish (Broolcs).

Length about 4-1; tail 1-7; wing 2-2; tarsus -75; bill from
gape '4; the second primary is about equal to the ninth.

I have seen very few specimens of this bird, but these few are

quite distinct from P. superciliosus and P. humii, neither of which
approaches its rich coloration

.

Distribution. The Khasi hills and Sikhim, where this species is

probably a resident.

Genus ACANTHOPNEUSTE, Blasius, 1858.

The genus Acanthopneuste, which contains eleven Indian species,

differs from Phylloscopus, as already noted, in having a proportion-

ally larger bill and the nostrils overhung by frontal hairs growing
from the rictus or gape quite up to the culmen. In other respects

the two genera are aUke.

The following descriptions of the plumage, as in Phylloscopus,

are brief and applicable to the birds after the autumn moult on
first arrival in the plains. The differences between the 'Cvinter and
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the summer plumages are too trivial to require separate notice.

These birds are among the most difficult to identify, and the.

student will find the points set forth in the key and in the

short characters I have given of more service than long elaborate

descriptions.

Key to the Species.

a. With no hand on crown of head.

a'. Second primary about equal to sixth . . A. boreahs, p. 412.

6'. Second primary between sixth and

eighth.

a"- Upper plumage lively green; lower

rather bright yellow A. nitidus, p. 413.

b". Upper plumage dull green; lower

greyish yellow.

a"'. With one wing-bar A. viridanui, p. 414.

6'". With two wing-bars A. plumbettarsus, p. 414.

c". Upper plumage very dark green;

lower greyish yellow A. magnirostiis, p. 415.

d'. Upper plumage tinged with ochra- ,

ceous ; lower with buff A. teneUipes, p. 416.

c'. Second primaiy about equal to tenth . . A. lugubrie, p. 417.

b. With a coronal band.

d'. Inner webs of two outer pairs of tail-

feathers brown like remainder of tail.

e''. Lower plumage whitish, contrasting

with bright yellow of under tail-

coverta A. coronatus, p. 417.

/". Lower plumage uniform pale yellow.

c'". Larger ; wing 2-3 to 27 ;
tail

about 2 A. occipitalis, p. 418.

d'". Smaller; wing 2-1 to 2-3; tail

about 1-8 A. trochiloides, p. 419.

e'. Inner webs of two outer pairs of tail-

feathers entirely white A. davisoni, p. 419.

420. Acanthopnenste borealis. The Arctic Willoiv-Warhler.

Phyllopneuste borealis, Bias. Naum. 1858, p. 313 ; Hume, S. F. iv,

p.- 290.

Phylloscopus borealis {Bias.), Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 352; Hume,
Cat. no. 556 bis ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 222 ; id. B. B. i, p. 77 ; Seehohm,

Cat. B. M. V, p. 40 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 218.

Goloration. Upper plumage olive-green, lighter on the rump ;

wings brown, the outer webs edged vnth olive-green ; wing-coverts

brown on the inner and olive-green on the outer webs ; the median

and greater coverts witli yellowish-white tips, forming two bars ;

tail brown, the outer webs edged with olive-green ; a broad and
well-defined eye-streak, reaching to the nape, yellowish white

;

lores brown ; ear-coverts olive, mingled with yellowish ; under
plumage white, suffused with yellow; under wing-coverts and axil-

laries pale yellow.
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As the summer goes on the wing-bars get worn away and the

upper one is sometimes absent. The lower plumage gets whiter

and the upper plumage duller. After the autumn moult the wing-

bars are very conspicuous and the underparts become suffused with

deeper yellow.

tJpper mandible dark brown, the edges and tip yellow ; gape and
basal half of the lower mandible orange-yellow, terminal half dusky;
mouth bright orange-yellow ; iris dark brown ; legs flesh-colour,

tinged with yellow ; claws yellowish horn-colour.

Length 4*8 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-7 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from gape "68
; the

second primary is intermediate in length between the fifth and
sixth, and is sometimes equa,l to the sixth ; the first primary is very

small, measuring from "3 to "45 inch in length.

Distribution. A fairly common winter visitor to Southern Pegu
and Terasserim, arriving about the middle of September. Hume
met with it at Aimole on the eastern hUls of Manipur in the middle

of April. It has been procured in the South Andaman, from
which locality I have examined two specimens.

It has a wide range in winter through South-eastern Asia, and
it summers in Northern Asia.

421. Acanthopneiiste nitidus. The Green Willow-Warbler.

Phyllosoopus nitidus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 965 (1843) ; id. Cat.

p. 184 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 193 ; Hume, Cat. no. 559 ; Legge, Birds

Ceyl. p. 551 ; Rdd, 8. F. x, p. 47j Sculfy, Ibis, 1881, p. 448

;

Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 4 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 228.

The Bright-green Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage and the sides of the neck brigM

yellowish green ; wing-coverts brown, edged with yellowish green

;

the median coverts faintly, the greater coverts distinctly tipped

with pale yellow ; wings and tail brown, narrowly edged green,

the outer tail-feathers margined with white interiorly ; lores |^^
behind the eye olive ; a very distinct yellow supercilium from thg

bill to the nape ; the whole lower plumage primrose-yellow ; •.-fe'te

axillaries and under wing- coverts brighter. '*'

In summer the plumage is probably much the same as in winter.

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet olive-grey ; bill brown above,

flesh-coloured below (Butler).

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus '8
; bill from gape -6

;

the length of the second primary is between the sixth and seventh,

or equal to the eighth ; the first measures -55.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the whole of India from the

Himalayas to Ceylon, and from Sind to about the longitude of

Calcutta. Its summer-quarters are not known with certainty, but

they are not unlikely to be in Kashmir and the higher levels of the

Himalayas.
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422. Acanthopnenste viridamis. The Greenish Willow-Warbh

Phylloscopus viridanus, Mytfi, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 967 (1843) ; id. C
p. 185 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 388 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 193 ;

Hvme
Benders. Lahore to Yarh. p. 220, pi. xix ; Scully, S. F. iy, p. U
Anders. Yunnan Ex-ped., Aves, p. 624 ; Brooks, S. F. vii, p. 5C

Hume, Cat. no. 560 ; Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 385 ; Leffge, Birds Ce

p^ 555 ; Seehohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 44 ; Oaies, B. B. i, p. 8

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 229 ; Hume, 8. F. 3^, p. 219.

The Oreenish Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage dull olive-green, lighter on the rum
wings and tail brown, with the outer webs edged with olive-greei

wing-coverts brown, edged broadly with olive-green ; the great

coverts tipped with the same colour, forming a wing-bar ; a we
defined narrow eye-stripe reaching to the nape yellowish whit

lores and feathers behind the eye brown ; ear-coverts greeni

yellow ; lower plumage pale greyish yellow ; under wing-cover

and axillaries' pale yellow.

In summer the plumage becomes paler. Just before the seasor

moult the wing-bar frequently disappears by abrasion.

Upper mandible dusky brown; lower yellowish brown; ii

dark brown ; legs and feet brownish grey ; claws brown hon
(Scully).

Length 4-2 ; tail 1"7; wing 2*2; tarsus '7; bill from gape "6 ; tl

second primary is intermediate in length between the seven

and the eighth, but occasionally equals the eighth; the first pi

mary is rather large, measuring from "5 to "7 inch in length.

Distribution. Throughout the whole length of the Himalay
from the Hazara country to Sikhim, and over the whole peninsn

of India down to Ceylon, with the exception of Sind and t

western portion of Rajputana. To the east this species exten

commonly to Calcutta, and has been found in Northern Sylhet.

formerly reported it from Burma on the authority of Blyth, b

there can be little doubt now that it does not occur in that Vi

vince. Hume also at one time identified some Tenasserim bir

with this species, but afterwards he declared them to be A.plumb
tarsus. The whole Hume and Tweeddale collections do not co

tain a specimen from Burma.
In summer this species appears to retreat to the higher parts

the Himalayan range, and probably breeds at these higher altitud

Its nest, however, has not yet been found by anyone.

423. Acauthopneuste plumheitarsns. Middendorff's

Willow- Warbler.

Phylloscopus plumheitavsus, Sioinh. Ibis, 1861, p. 330 ; Hume ^ L
8. F. vi, p. 365 ; Brooks, 8. F. vii, p. 608 ; Hume, Cat. no. 558 I

Brooks, iS. F. viii, p. 385 ; Bingham^ 8. F. ix, p. 187 ; Seehohm, (

B. M. V, p. 46 ; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 222 ; id. B. B. i, p. 79.
Phylloscopus seebohmi, Hume, 8. F. t, p. 336 (1877) ; Hume ^L

8. F. vi, p. 356 ; Hume, Cat. no. 658 ter.

Phylloscopus viridanus, Blyth, apud Hume Sc Bav. S, F. vi, p. 3i

lfowie,«.J'.xi, p.219.
^
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Coloration. So similar to P. viridanus, of which this is the

eastern form, as to require no separate description. P. plumhei-

tarsus differs in having the median wing-coverts, as well as the

greater coverts, tipped with yellowish white, thus having two wing-

bars. When the upper bar is abraded, it is difficult to separate

the two species.

Upper mandible brown, lower clear yellow ; iris brown ; mouth
yellow ; legs pale plumbeous-brown, the toes tinged with yellow

;

claws pale horn-colour.

Of the same dimensions as A. viridanus.

The Phylloseopus seebohmi of Hume would now appear to have

been this species in spring plumage, and not A. viridanus, which

does not occur in Burma.
Bigtrihution. A common winter migrant to Southern Pegu, and

the northern portion of Tenasserim down to Mergui, from the

middle of September to the end of April. It appears to summer
in Turkestan and southern Siberia.

424. Acanthopneuste magnirostris. The Large-hilled Willow-

Warhler,

Phyllosoopus magnirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 966 (1843)

;

Horsf. I M. Cat. i, p. 336 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. I'Jl ; Brooks, J. A. S. B.

xli, pt. ii, p. 79, xliii, pt. ii, p. 247 ; id. 3. F. iii, p. 243 ; Hume Sf

Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 352 ; Hume, Cat. no. 656 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl.

p. 553 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. y, p. 47 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 82

;

Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 228.
'

The Large-billed Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Pigs. 130, 131.—Bill and wing of A. magnirostris.

Coloration. Upper plumage very dark olive-green, darker on the

head ; wing-coverts and wings brown, edged with olive-green ; the

median coverts with small, and the greater coverts with large,

yellowish-white tips, forming two wing-bars ; tail brown, edged with

olive-green on the outer webs, and tipped paler beneath ; eye-streak,

well defined and reaching to the nape, yellowish while ; lores and

feathers behind the eye brown ; ear-coverts yellowish white, sufiused

with brown ; lower plumage pale yellow, suffused with grey on

the breast and flanks ; axillaries and under wing-coverts greyish

yellow.

In summer the plumage becomes duller.

Irides earth-brown ; legs carneous ; claws and feet yellowish

white ; bill horny {Cripjps).
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Length 5-4 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-7 ; tarsus 'VS ; bill from gape

•65; the second primary is intermediate in length between the

seventh and eighth ; the first primary is very large, being about

"7 inch long.

Distrihution. A winter visitor to India, not found in Sind, the

Punjab, Eajputana, or G-uzerat, but ranging south to Ceylon, and
eastwardto BhiUong, whence I have seen a specimen killed in August.

This species also occurs very rarely in Burmov Blyth records it

from Arrakan. I have examined a specimen from Toungngoo, and
Hume states that it is a rare cold-weather visitant to the central

portions of Tenasserim *. In the summer it is found along the

whole range of the Himalayas, from Kashmir to as far at least as

Sikhim. Many birds probably remain in the lower ranges through-

out the winter. The nest has not yet been found, but this species

undoubtedly breeds in Kashmir.

425. Acanthopneuste tenellipes. The Pale-legged Willow-

Warhler.

Phylloscopus tenellipes, Swinh. Ibis, 1860, p. 53 ; Brooks, 8. F. iv,

p. 276; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, pp. .354, 617 ; Sume Cat. no. 556
quat. ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 46 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 222 ; id. B.
B. \, p. 81.

Goloration. Tipper plumage olive-brown, suffused with ochraceous,

especially on the rump ; eye-streak narrow but well defined, ex-
tending to the nape, huffish white ; lores and feathers behind the

eye blackish ; ear-coverts mingled buff and brown ; wings brown,
edged with the colour of the back ; wing-coverts brown, very
broadly edged with the colour of the back, the median coverts paler

at the tips, forming an indistinct wing-bar
; greater coverts

broadly tipped with buff, forming a distinct lower bar; lower
plumage white, suffused with buff, especially on the vent and
flanks.

Upper mandible brown, lower one pale fleshy, dusky at tip ; legs

and claws pale flesh-colour ; iris brown.
Length 5-15

; tail 2 ; wing 2-7 ; tarsus '73 ; bill from gape -B'S
;

the second primary is intermediate in length between the sixth

and seventh, or sometimes equal to the seventh ; the first primary
is about "55 inch in length.

Distrihviion. A winter visitor to Burma, but a comparatively
rare one. I procured it at Kyeikpadein on a few occasions in
January, February, and April. I did not meet with it in any
other part of Pegu. Mr. Davison obtained it at various points in
Tenasserim, from Kyonknyat down to Malawiin, at which latter

place my men also got several specimens. Turther south it has
been procured at Kussoom in the Malay peninsula.

It probably summers in China and Japan.

* I have not, however, been able to disooverany Tenasserim examples of this
species in the Hume Collection.
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426. Acanthopneuste lugubris. The Dull-grem Willow-WarUer.

Phyllopneuste lugubris, Blyth, A. M. N. H. xii, p. 98 (1843) id.

J. A. S. B. xii, p. 968.

Phylloscopus lugubria {Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 185 ; norsf. Sf M. Cat.

i, p. 337 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 192 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xii, pt. ii,

p. 53 ; Armstrong, 8. F. iv, p. 329 ; Hume 8f Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 355

;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 624 ; Brooks, 8. F. viii, p. 480

;

Hume, Cat. no. 558 ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 255 ; /Scm%, Ibis, 1881, p. 448

;

8eehohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 48 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 83 ; Barnes, Birds
Bom. p. 228 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 219.

Phylloscopus burmanicus. Brooks, 8. F. ix, p. 272 ; Oates, 8. F, x,

p. 223 ; id. B. B. i, p. 80.

The Dull-green Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Very similar to A. magnirostris, but rather darker

and smaller, aud differing also in the proportions of the primaries.

Upper mandible dark brown, lower one yellowish, somewhat
dusky on the terminal half ; iris brown ; mouth yellow ; legs

brown ; claws horn-colour.

Length 5 ; tail 2-1
; wing 2-6 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from gape "62

;

"the- second primary is intermediate in length between the ninth

and tenth, and sometimes equals the tenth ; the first primary

is very long, being sometimes "8 inch in length.

Distrilrution. Winters in Bengal, the Assam valley, and -the

whole of the country south of this to the central portion of Tenas-

serim. Jerdon states that this bird is spread throughout India, and
that he procured it in the Nilgiris, the Wynaad, and also at Nellore.

More recent observers have recorded it from Ahmednagar, Nagar,

and the Pdnch Mahals. I have myself been unable to detect any

specimens of this species in the British Museum collection from

any locality west of Bengal and Sikhim, and I have doubts about

its being so widely spread as Jerdon asserts, and still more of its

being found so far to the west as the Pan'ch Mahals and the Decean.

In winter it occurs in the Audamans.
It summers in the higher parts of Sikhim, and probably in other

parts of the Himalayas east of this. Hodgson obtained this bird,

but his notes do not state whether his specimens were procured in

Nepal or Sikhim, and it was most likely in the latter, where he

collected very largely. Scully failed to meet with it in Nepal.

427. Acanthopneuste coronatus. TemmincTc's Croivned Willow-

Warbler.

Eicediila coronata, Temm. Sr 8chleg. Fawna Jap., Aves, p. 48,

pi. xviii, (1847).

Phyllopneuste coronata {T. 8( 8.), Brooks, 8. F. iv, p. 275.

Eeguloides coronata (T. ^ 8.), Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 356 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 563 bis ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 220.

Phylloscopus coronatua (r. ^8.), 8eebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 49;

Oates, 8. F. x, p. 223 ; id. B. B. i, p. 84.

Coloration. Upper plumage olive-green, the head suffused with
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sky ; aa irregular greyish-yellow streak from the forehead to the

pe over the centre of the head ; a well-defined yellowish-white

percilium reaching to the nape ; lores and feathers behind the eye

own ; ear-coverts mixed yellowish and dusky ; wing-coverts and

ngs brown, edged with yellowish green, the median coverts with

lall, the greater coverts with larger, yellowish tips, forming two

ng-bars ; tail olive-brown, edged with yellowish green on the

iter webs ; lower plumage wliite, tinged with yeUow on the breast

id flanks; lower tail-coverts yellow. The summer plumage is

lUer, owing to the feathers being abraded.

Upper mandible" brown ; lower mandible yellowish ; mouth

lUow ; legs and feet plumbeous.

Length 5-2 ; tail 2-1 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape -6
;

le second primary is intermediate in length between the sixth and

venth ; the first primary is about "5 inch long.

Distribution. A winter visitor from September to April in

juthern Pegu and Southern Tenasserim, and probably the inter-

sning tract. Hume obtained this bird in Manipur in Pebruary.

; extends to Java in the winter, and it summers in Japan and

mth-eastern Siberia.

i28. Acanthopneuste occipitalis. The Large Orowned WiUow-
Warhler.

Phyllopneuste occipitalis, Jerd., Blytli, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 593 (1845) ;

id. Cat. p. 183.

Reguloides occipitalis (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 196 ; Godw.-Ausf.

J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 107 ; Broolis, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 81

;

Cock Sf Marsh. S. F. i, p. 355 ; Hime, N. 8f E. p. 362 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 663; Biddtdph, Ibis, 1881, p. 66; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 449;
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 2.30 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 220.

PhylloscopuB occipitalis (Jerd.), Anders. Yunnan Fxped., Aves,

p. 626 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 50.

Acanthopneuste occipitalis (Jerd.), Oates in Hwme^s N. 8f E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 267.

The Large Crowned Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Resembles A. coronatiis very closely. Differs in

aving the whole lower plumage of one uniform tint, the under tail-

overts not being of a deeper yellow than the other parts, and in

laving the second primary usually intermediate between the seventh

,nd eighth.

Legs and feet pale brown, yellowish on feet ; soles yellow ; upper
iiandible brown, lower one horny brown ; iris brovm (Hume Coll.).

Length about 5-3 ; tail 2'1 ; wing 2-6 ; tarsus •? ; bill from
;ape '6 ; the first primary measures about '6.

Distribution. This "Warbler is found in winter throughout the

leninsula of India from the foot of the Himalayas to about the
ititude of Belgaum and Nellore, and from Sind to the longitude
f Calcutta. Ifc is also found more sparingly to the east of Cal-

utta up the valley of Assam to Dibrugarh, at Shillong, and in
Corth Cachar.
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In summer it retires to the higher parts of the Himalayas, where
it breeds commonly.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Kashmir and the north-west Himalayas
from May to July, constructing a rude nest of moss and leaves in

a hole at the root of a tree, and laying five pure white eggs, which
measure "65 by -5.

429. Acanthopneuste trocMloides. Blyth's Crowned Willow-

Warbler.

Acanthizatrochiloides, Sundev. Physiogr. Salhkapets Tidsk. i, (1838)
id. A. M. N. S. xviii, p. 252 (1846).

Phyllopneuste reguloidea, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 191 (1842).

Reguloides trochiloides (Sundev.), Blyth, Cat. p. 184 ; Horsf. 8f M.
Cat. i, p. 343 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 196 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii,

pt. ii, p. 46 ; Hume, Cat. no. 564; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 307; Brooks,

8. F. X, p. 169.

Phylloscopus viridipennis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 275 (1855)

;

Anders. Yunnan Mxped. , Aves, p. 626.

Reguloides viridipennis (Blyth), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 198 ; Brookes, S. F,
iu, p. 245 ; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 149.

Phylloscopus flavo-olivaceus, Hume, S, F. v, p. 504 (1877).
Reguloides flavo-olivaceua (Hume), Hume, Cat. no. 564 bis ; id. S. F.

ix, p. 291.

Phylloscopus trochiloides [Sundev.), Oates, S. F. x, p. 223.

Phylloscopus reguloides (Blyth), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 51

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 85.

The Median Crowned Warbler ; the Green-winged Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Similar to A. occipitalis, from which this species

difEers in being much darker green above, in having the hinder part

of the crown and nape darker, in being smaller, and in having the

second primary intermediate between the eighth and ninth or the

ninth and tenth, or even equal to the first secondary.

Upper mandible dark brown ; lower one with the gape, and the

edges of the upper yeUow ; mouth orange-yellow ; iris dark hazel-

brown ; legs yellowish. brown ; claws light brown.

Length about 4*5; tail 1-8; wing 2-1 to 2'3; tarsus -7; bill

from gape '6 ; the first primary measures about '6.

Distribution. In winter this species appears to be found in

Bengal, the Assam valley up to Dibrugarh, and southwards through

the hill-tracts to Southern Pegu and the northern parts of Tenas-

serim.

In summer it has been observed in the Himalayas from Kashmir

to Sikhim, and probably it also winters in the lower valleys

of these parts. Stoliczka observes that in summer it is common
all through the valley of the Sutlej river from Kotgarh to Chini,

where it breeds from 9000 to 10,000 feet. Scully observed it

in Turkestan. Its nest has not yet been found.

2e2
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430. Acanthopneuste davisoni. The Tenasserim jVhite-fmled

Willow- Warbler.

Reguloides viridipennia (? Blt/th), apud WaU. in Blyth Birds Burm.

Eeguloides viridipermia {BlytK), apud Hume, S. F. j, p. 330 ;

Jlume ^ Ban. S. F. vi, p. 358; Hume, Cat. no. 567; id. S. F.

vii, p. 453, ix, p. 291, xi,p. 223. „ ,, t:o
Phylloscopus viridipennis, Blyth, apud Se-ebohm, Cat.B. M. v, p. 53.

PhylloscopuB presbytis (S. Mull.), apud Oates, B.B. i, p. 86; Brooks,

iJM, 1889, p. 576.
.

Acanthopneuste davisoni, Oates ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 269.

Coloration. Yery similar to A. troehiloides, but difEering in being

Dialler and in having the inner webs of the two outside tail-feathers

'hite.

Legs and feet rather pale brown ; soles yellowish ; upper man-

ible dark brown ; lower wax-yellow ; iris brown (Hume).

Length about 4-3 ; tail l-7„; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from

ape "55 ; the second primary is about equal to the tenth ; the

rst primary is about -55 inch long.

After a careful reconsideration of the synonymy of this species

am reluctantly compelled to give it a name and I have much
leasure in naming it after Davison, its discoverer.

The history of the species is briefly this. In 1855 Blyth de-

jribed a Willow-Warbler from Tenasserim under the name of

'hylloscojpus viridipennis. He neglected to state what the colour of

le tail was ; an all-important matter. Davison, many years after,

rocured a white-tailed Willow-Warbler in Tenasserim, and Hume
nhesitatingly identified it with P. viridipennis, Blyth. Against

lis, we have Brooks's positive evidence that he examined Blyth's

jrpes in Calcutta and found them to be the bird we know as

L. troehiloides. The opinion of Brooks on such a subject is in my
pinion conclusive. We also have Jerdon describing P. viridi-

ennis, Blyth, in the ' Birds of Iridin,,' as having an olive-green taU,

o mention being made of any white feathers, and he states that it

ccurs at Darjiling. This locality coupled with the description

oint to A. troehiloides ; for the Tenasserim white-tailed bird is

ot known to occur in Sikhim.

It must be borne in mind that Blyth's P. viridipennis is just as

kely to have been A. troehiloides as the present species discovered

y Davison, for both species were found by Davison in Tenasserim,

le iformer in the 8alween district, the latter on Muleyit mountain,
o great distance apart. For all these reasons therefore 1 reject

llyth's name as inadmissible for the present form.

In 1870 Blyth visited the Leyden Museum and there observed
white-tailed Willow-Warbler which Miiller in 1835 had named
resbytis without a description. Leaving alone such a minor com-
ication as that of this bird being labelled " Timor," while Muller's

rd came from Sumatra, it is to be noticed that this white-tailed

canthqpneuste did not recall to Blyth any recollection of his Tenas-
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serim bird . He describes Miiller's bird as something distinctly new.
I require no better evidence than this to convince me that Blyth
had never described a white-tailed AeantTiopneiiste of this type before.

He would, of course, not associate it with his Abrornis maculvpennis,

which is a totally difEerent bird, and one to which no special

reference was necessary ; but it was to be expected that he would
mention his Phylloscopus viridipennis, if it had been a white-tailed

species, as one closely allied to A. preslyiis.

This A. preshytis, judging from specimens in the British Museum
collected by Wallace in Timor, is not by any means identical with
the bird procured by Davison on Mulejit, having a browner head
and a much larger bill, and I should not have noticed it in this

work had not Seebohm united it with Phylloscopus viridipennis,

Blyth, apud Hume. I did not inquire very minutely into the
matter when writing the ' Birds of Burmah,' but 1 have now
devoted considerable time to the subject, and I think it far from
established that the Timor bird described by Blyth is identical

vidth the Tenasserim white-tailed Willow-Warbler. Looking to

this and to the very unsatisfactory history of the synonymy of

this species, I prefer to denote it by a new name.
Distribution. Discovered on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim,

where it breeds and appears to be a permanent resident. I have
examined two specimens procured by Wardlaw Ramsay on the

Karen Hills and Karennee respectively, and Hume procured this

species in Manipur above Bishnupur on the 17th February, at an
elevation of about 3300 feet.

Habits, ^0. Davison found the nest of this species on Muleyit,

at an elevation of over 6000 feet, placed in a mass of creepers

growing over the face of a rock. The nest was a globular structure

constructed of moss and leaves and lined with vegetable down.
It contained three pure white eggs which measured 'SO by •49.

Genus CRYPTOLOPHA, Swains., 1837.

The genus OryptolopJia contains nine Indian species of Warblers

, £)f very bright plumage in which yellow or green is the predomi-

nant colour. They approach the Flycatchers in the enormous
development of the frontal hairs, but differ from them in the young
not being spotted and in having a partial spring moult. This

spring moult is confined to the wings and tail. Two specimens of

C eastandceps procured in Native Sikhim in April and now in the

British Museum show this moult in progress, otherwise I should

have entertained doubts about it. The plumage of the young is

exactly the same as that of the adult. All the species are

resident.

In Oryptolopha the bill is about half the length of the head, very

broad and blunt ; the rictal bristles are greatly developed and the

frontal hairs extend quite up to the culmen and reach beyond the

nostrils, in some cases nearly up to the tip of the bill ; the wing is

somewhat rounded, the first primary being small and the second
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and tbird graduated ; the tail is moderate, square or slightly forked

in some cases.

- The riycatcher-Warblers resemble the Willow-Warblers in

their mode of life, frequenting trees and shrubs and feeding on the

insects which infest the leaves. They are not known to have any

song. They are most numerous on the hills and are somewhat

rare in the plains. 80 far as is known all the species lay pure

white eggs.

Key to the Species.

a. Entire lower plumage deep yellow.

a' Lateral bands on crown black, median band
well-defined.

a". A white ring round eye ; sides of head
bliiish grey C. affinis, p. 422.

b". A yellow ring round eye; sides of

head yellowish.

a'". Lateral black coronal bands not ex-
tending to forehead C. tephrocephala, p. 423.

J'"- Lateral black coronal bands extend-
ing to base of bill C. burkii, p. 424.

h'. Lateral bands on crown ashy; median
band ill-defined,

e". Lateral bands pale ashy, concolorous
with back C xanthoacMsta, p. 426.

d". Lateral bands dark blackish ashy, much
darker than back C. jerdoni, p. 425.

b. Lower plumage not entirely yellow.
c'. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers white.

e". Chin grey; crown blackish C. poliogenys, p. 426.

/". Chin, throat, and upper breast grey

;

crown chestnut C castaneiceps, p. 427.

d'. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers not
white.

g". Chin, throat, and under tail-coverts

bright yellow ; abdomen white C. cantator, p. 427.
h". Whole lower plumage greyish white

except under tail-coverts, which are

bright yellow C.fulviventris, p. 428.

431. Cryptolopha affinis. The Allied Flycatcher- Warbler.

Abromis affinis, Rodgs., Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 341 (1854) ; Jerd. B.
I. ii, p. 204; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. ii, p. 18; Hume,
Cat. no. 576 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 226.

Cryptolopha afiinis (Hodgs.), iSharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 398 (part.).

The Allied Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Sides of the crown broadly black, enclosing a broad
median band of bluish grey ; a very conspicuous white ring round
the eye, a short indistinct black line over it, between which and
the black coronal streak is a bluish-grey supercilium reaching to
the nape ; entire sides of the head bluish grey ; lores yellowish
green ; entire lower plumage bright yellow j the whole upper



OBYPTOXOPHA. 423

plumage and the edges to the wings and tail olive-green; the
greater coverts tipped with yellowish white, and the two outer
paii's of tail-feathers largely white on the inner webs.

Fig. 135:—BiU of C. affinis.

Length rather more than 4; tail 1'8
; wing 2'1 ; tarsus '7 ; biU

from gape -55.

Distribution. Occurs in Sikhim, and probably in Nepal, in the

Khasi and Naga hiUs, and in Manipur.

432. Cryptolopha tephrocephala. Anderson's Flycatcher-WarUer.

Culicipeta tephrocephalus, Anders. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 213; Hume, S.

F. lii, p. 140; Blyth Sr Wald. Birds Burm. p. 107; Anders.
Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 626, pi. 60.

Cryptolopha tephrocephalus (Anders.), Hume Sr Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 888;
Hume, Cat. no. 669 bis ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 223 ; id. B. B. i, p. 271.

Cryptolopha affinis {Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 398 (part.).

Coloration. Sides of the crown broadly black, enclosing a
broad median band of bluish grey ; a very conspicuous ring

round the eye yellow ; lores, cheeks, and lower part of the ear-

coverts yellowish green sullied with brown ; the upper part of the

ear-coverts and a broad superdlium adjoining the black coronal

streak bluish grey ; the whole lower plumage bright yellow

;

the upper plumage olive, and the edges of all the wing-feathers

and tail olive-green, the greater coverts tipped yellowish white

;

the two outer pairs of tail-feathers largely white on the inner

webs.

Upper mandible brown, lower one yellow ; mouth yellow ; legs

yellow ; claws yellowish horn-colour.

Length about 4'3; tail 1*8; wing 2'2 ; tarsus "75; bill from

gape '65.

This species differs from G. affinis in having a conspicuously

larger bUl, a ring of yellow instead of white round the eye, and

the sides of the head yellowish instead of bluish grey.

Distribution. Throughout Pegu, Karennee, and the northern and
central portions of Tenasserim, where it is probably a resident

species. Blyth records the allied C. burhii from Arrakan, but it

is more likely to be the present species which occurs there. It

extends into China.
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433. Cryptolopha burMi. The Blach-hrowed Flycatcher-Warbler.

Sylvia turkii, Burton, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 163.

Culicipeta burkii (Burton), Blyth, Cat. p. 183; Soraf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 341 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 199 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. ii,

p. 47 ; McMaster, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 212 ; Blanford, J. A. 8.

-S. xli, pt. ii, p. 64.

Cryptolopha burkii {Burton), Hume, Cat. no. 569 ; Sharps, Cat. B.

M. iv, p. 395 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 224.

The Black-browed Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Two broad black bands, one on either side of the

crown,_reaching to the base of the bill, and enclosing an olive-green

stripe ; sides of the head up to the black coronal band yellow tinged

with olive ; a conspicuous yellow ring round the eye ; the whole

lower plumage bright yellow ; the whole upper plumage olive-

green ; wings, coverts, and tail brown, edged with olive-green, the

greater coverts also tipped with yellow ; the two outer pairs of

tail-feathers white on the inner webs, the third pair occasionally

with some white.

Upper mandible deep brovm ; lower mandible pale yellowish

brown ; legs and feet pale brownish yellow ; iris hazel {Hwne).

Length about 4*5 ; tail 1-8 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from

gape 'SS.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from the valley of the

Sutlej river to Bhutan, and along the Assam valley to Dihrugarh.

This species also occurs in the Khasi hills, Sylhet, Cachar, and
Manipur. Blyth records it from Arrakan, but he may have
mistaken for it O. tephrocephala, which at that time had not been

discriminated.

I cannot find any specimen of this species from the plains of

India, but Blyth states that it is common near Calcutta in the

cold season, and McMaster records it from Kamptee in the Central

Provinces and Chikalda in Berar.

The next two species have been confounded by almost all writers

except Hume and Brooks. The larger and paler form is the species

to which Hodgson, judging by his types which are still in the

British Museum, gave the name of xantTioschistus. It is also the

species to which Blyth applied the name of aTbosuperdliaris.

The smaller ard darker form was without a distinctive term till

Brooks applied to it the name of jerdoni. It is also found in

Nepal, and is the bird referred to by Scully (I. c.) as Abromis
.vanthoschistus. Some of his specimens are in the British Museum,
and I have been able to examine them *.

There is an extraordinarily fine series of both species in the

* SouUy may have procurecl both species in Nepal, and, judging from the
large average measurements of his seventeen specimens, he probably did. But
the birds which are now deposited in the British Museum as havinsr been pro-
cured by him in Nepal are undoubtedly all C. jerdoni. He himself identifies
them with the lower figure in ' Lahore to Yarkand,' which is tliB small dark
form, C. Jerdoni.
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Britisli l^Iuseum dow, and thil geographical dislribution of each
can be trf iced with ease. I understand Brooks to say (I.e.) that
there are Jthree species of this^tji^e of Cryptolopha, but I am unable
to distingr,|uish more than t\i'rb from the series I have examined.

Both siajiecies are figur^^ in ' Lahore to Tarkand.' The upper
figure na^Qned A. osanthiLelmtus is rightly so called. The lower
figure naricjied A. alhoswp&ivciliaris should be C. jerdoni.

Cryptoloplia xastthoschista. Hodgson's Orey-headed

Flycatcher- Warbler.

Phy]^^nejjjtexjj(&thoschistos, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82
( f8447c[es3ll^ulla) ; Gray, Cat. Mdmrn. ^v. Nepal, p.'151 (1848).

Am''Jornis albosuperciliaris, Blyth, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 202 (1863) ; Hume,
^P4V. 8f K p. 871; Brooks, S. F. iii, p.,245; Hume, Cat. no. 673.

Ab; rornis xanthoschistus (Hodgs.), HumeSc Henders. Lah. to Turk.
froi I. 220, pi. XX, flff. 1.

Cr
^ sfptolopha xanthoschista (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 398

i

. ^part.) ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr F. 2iid ed. i, p. 270.

The jjM'Tiite-browed Warbler, Jerd.

Colo ' ^ration. Forehead, crown, nape, mantle, and back pale ashy
brown,®'^ i with merely a trace of a paler mesial corocal banc! ; scapu-
lars, rt "^imp, and upper tail-coverts yellowish green ; wings and tail

brown,' { with margins of yellowish green, the two outer pairs of
tail-feaPP?ther8 white on the inner web ; a white supercilium from
the nop^ krils to the nape; lores and behind the eye dark brown;
edges c^'if the eyelids white ; sides of the head and of fhe neck ashy-
brown ^3 the whole lower plumage bright yellow.

Upp. 3er mandible brownish black ; lower one horny yellow ; iris

blackis*. ih brown ; tarsus plumbeous ; toes brownish ; soles yellow ;

claw«q' , Husky (Scully).

„}^h. about 4-3; tail 1-8: wing 2-3; tarsus -75; bill from
gi . -^5.

^'^^istribution. Pound throughout the Himalayas from Nepal to

H^°" ara and Kashmir. This bird is also found at the foot of the

hiD js, at Saharanpur for instance, and is probably a resident in

Kl

parts of its range.

^ Habits, S{e. The breeding-season is from March to May. C.

I

mnthosrhista makes a large globular nest of moss, grass, hair, and
•

^
vv'ool on a grassy bank at the foot of some small bush, and lays

.'four white eggs which measure '63 by '5.

435. Cryptolopha jerdoni. BrooJcs's Grey-headed Flycatcher-

Warbler.
,

Abrornis xanthoschistoa (Hodgs.), apudJerd. B. I. ii, p. 202 ; Hume,
N. 4- E. p. S70; Hume, Cat. no. 672 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 300;
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 225.

Abrornis jerdoni, Brooks, Proc. A. 8. B. 1871, p. 248 ; Hume, Cat.

no. 572 bis.
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Abrornis albosuperciliaris, Blyth gpud Emne Sf Senders. Lah. to

Tark. pi. xx, fig. 2.

Ciyptoloplia xanthoschista (Sc,dq^.'), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 398

(part.) ; Dates, B. B. i, p. 2727 J
Giyptolopha jerdoni (Brooks), Oates in Eurn^s -^ k ?. 2iid ed. i,

p. 271.
I

Th e Qfey-headed Warbler, Jerd. /
J

Coloration. Eesembles C. oranihoschistla. Differs in bang much
smaller ; in having the forehead, crowta, and nape darl blackish

ashy, with a fairly distinct mesial coronaJ hand of a Ijghtw colour,

and the mantle and back ashy brown. ^y I

Iris bright wood-brown, bill above horny iSarown ; belov yellow

;

legs plumbeous (Cn/)ps). ^ '''*~7
\

JLength about 4 ; tail 1'6; wing 2; tarsus -7 ; bill fjfomlgape '5.

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Nepal to the head
of the Assam valley. This "Warbler has also been found in the

Khasi hills and Manipur, and, according to Blyth, in Arratan.
Habits, Sfc. In Sikhim this species, according to Gammiq, makes

a domed nest of moss, lined with thistle-down, on the grc^und in

May. The nest he found contained four white eggs measuring
•55 by -47. )

436. Cryptolopha poliogenys. The Qrey-eheehed Flyeaifher-

Warbler.

Oulicipeta poliogenys, Blyfh, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 441 (1847)]
Abrornis poliogenys (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 183; Sorsf.^M. Cat.

i, p. 340 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 203 ; Qodw.-Aust. J. A. S. R. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 107; Hume, Cat. no. 575; Hume ^ Cripps, iSL F. xi,

p. 226. I

Cryptolopha poliogenys (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, lii. 403

;

'Gates m Hume's N. 8r E. 2nd ed. i, p. 272. VM^
The Grey-cheeked Warbler, Jerd. ^b'

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark blackish slaty, Jkth
only an obsolete indication of a paler median coronal band ; a ^m-
spicuous white ring round the eye ; sides of the head dark gEey
mottled with blackish ashy; chin and cheeks pale grey; whoUe
lower plumage bright yellow ; back, scapulars, rump, and uppet
tail-coverts olive-green ; wings, coverts, and tail brown edged wits
olive-green ; the greater coverts tipped with yellowish white, the!
three outer pairs of tail-feathers nearly entirely white on the inner'
webs.

Length about 4-5; tail 1-9; wing 2-2; tarsus -7; bill from
gape '55.

Distribution. Sikhim ; Dibrugarh in Assam, where this species is

pretty common, and Cherra Poonjee in the Khdsi hiUs. Hodgson's
specimens in the British Museum were probably obtained in Sik-
him and not in Nepal. He does not figure this bird.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim in May.
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437. Cryptolopha castaneiceps. The Chestnut-headed

Flycatcher- Warbler.

Abromis castaneoceps, Hodgs. in Qray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844)

;

Oray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal, pp. 66, 152 (1846) ; Jerd. B. Z.ii,

p. 205 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xlj, pt. li, p. 64 ; Hume, N. S^ E. p. 372

;

Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. li, p. 168, xlv, pt. ii, p. 80

;

Hume, Cat. no. 678; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 310; Hvme, S. F.
xi, p. 227.

Reguloides castaneiceps (Hodgs.),. Horsf. |- M. Cat. i, p. 344.
Cryptolopha castaneiceps (Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 404

;

Oatea in Hmne's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 272.

The Chestnut-headed Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead and crown bright chestnut, terminated on
the nape by two black patches separated from each other by a white

patch ; a second patch of white outside each black one ; a white

ring round the eye ; lores, sides of head, neck, and mantle slaty

blue ; chin, throat, and upper breast pale grey ; middle of abdomen
white ; sides of body, vent, and under tail-coverts bright j'eUow ;

back and scapulars olive-green ; rump bright yellow ; wings, coverts,

and tail dark brown edged with ohve-green, the median and
greater coverts broadly tipped yellow, the two outer pairs of tail-

feathers white on the inner webs.

The young bird has the crown paler chestnut.

Upper mandible brownish black ; lower mandible buff-horny or

orange ; iris dark brown ; feet dingy brownish, the soles greenish

yellow ; claws dusky (Scully).

Length about 4; tail 1'7 ; wing 2; tarsus "65; bill from

gape 45.
Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim. Godwin-Austen also observed

this bird in the Daphia hills, in the Ndga hills, and in Manipur,

and 1 have seen specimens w^hich vi ere procured at Shillong,

Habits, Sfc. According to Hodgson this species breeds in Nepal

from April to June, constructing a large oval nest of moss and

roots on the ground. He does not describe the eggs.

438. Cryptolopha cantator. TicTceWs Flycatcher- Warbler.

Motacilla cantator, Tick. J. A. S. B. ii, p. -576 (1833).

Abrornis cantator {Tick.), Blyth, Cat. p. 183; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

p. 338 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 370 ; id. Cat. no. 570 ; id. 8. F. xi,

p. 225.

Oulicipeta o&nU.toii:{Tick.),Jei-d. B. I. ii, p. 200.

Abrornis chrysea, Wald. in Blyth, B. Burm. p. 106 ; Hume, 8. F. v,

p. 55 ; Hume 4" Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 359 ; Hume, Cat. no. 676 bis.

Cryptolopha cantatrix, Tick., 8harpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 397.

Cryptolopha cantator {Tick.'), Oates, B. B. i, p. 270; id. in Hume's
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 272.

The Lesser Black-browed Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Sides of the crown broadly black, enclosing an olive-
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yellow median coronal band ; lores, a distinct supercilium, cheeks,

ear-coverts, sides of neck, throat, and breast bright yellow ;
middle

of the abdomen white, sides of the body pale grey ; vent and under

tail-coverts bright yellow ; upper plumage olive-yellow ; wings

dark brown edged exteriorly with olive-yellow ; wing-coverts olive-

yellow, th» greater series tipped with yellow ; tail brown, the

feathers edged with olive-yellow externally, and near the tip inter-

nally with pale yellow except on the two median ^airs.

Maxilla brown ; mandible pale straw-colour ( Wardlaw Ramsay)

;

legs fleshy-yellow ; iris hazel (Jerdon).

Length about 4; tail 1-8; wing 2-2; tarsus "65; bill from

gape "55.

Distribution. Found from Sikhim to Assam; also in Manipur
and in the Karen hills to the east of Toungngoo. It is said to occur

in Central India, and to be rare in Lower Bengal, but I have seen

no specimen from the plains of India.

Habits, Sfc. It is doubtful whether the nest and egg said to

belong to this species, and described in 'Nests and Eggs,' did really

belong to it, and consequently I shall not describe them.

439. Cryptolopha fulviventris. Austen's Flycatcher-Warhler.

Eeguloides fulvoventer, Oodw.-Awst. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 167

;

Hume, S. F. iii, p. 398 ; id. Cat. no. 564 ter.

Coloration. A broad supercilium and a still broader coronal band
greenish yellow; the interspaces blackish brown; lores yellowish;

nape greenish ashy ; back, rump, scapulars, and wing-coverts ashy
grey, the greater coverts tipped with white ; quills dark brown,
the basal half of the outer webs edged with ashy, the terminal half

with greenish yellow ; upper tail-coverts bright green ; tail greenish

yellow, the inner webs edged with bright yellow as seen from below

;

sides of the head ashy and yellow mingled ; chin tinged with yel-

lowish ; lower plumage greyish white ; under tail-coverts very
bright yellow; axillaries and under wing-coverts greyish white.

BiU above dark brown, below orange ; legs and feet grey

( Godwin-Austen).
Length about 4; tail 1'4; wing 2-1; tarsus '7; bill from

gape "6.

Distribution. This well-marked and perfectly distinct species was
discovered by Godwin-Austen in the low country of the Dhansiri in

Assam. The description is taken from the type, which is a well-

carholized specimen.

Genus ABRORNIS, Hodgs., 1844.

It is convenient to retain Hodgson's generic name Ahrornis for
the Flycatcher-Warblers with ten tail-feathers, inasmuch as- he
included one of these birds in it, when first introducing the name.
Hodgson did not apparently fix on any type for the genus, but
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this course was not unusual in his day, and we may therefore, I
think, retain the genus ; and in so doing 1 shall make Ahrornis
schistieeps the type.

Ahrornis resembles Oryptolopha in everything except the tail,

which has ten feathers instead of twelve. It contains four Indian
species. Ahrornis lays spotted eggs, whereas Gryptolopha lays

pure white eggs, and it is very remarkable that a difEerence in

the number of tail-feathers should be accompanied by so marked a

difference in the colour of the eggs.

Key to the Species.

a. Back and scapulars greenish or yellowish.
a'. Chin and throat white A. superciliaris, p. 429.

h'. Chin and throat bright yellow A. schistieeps, p. 130.

c'. Chin and throat white, hut with the bases

of the feathers black, both colours exhi-

bited in equal quantities A. Migularis, p. 430.
b. Back and scapulars ashy grey A.flavigidaris, p. 431.

440. Abrornis superciliaris. The Yelloiv-hellied Flycatcher-

Warhler.

Ahrornis superciliaris, Tick. J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 414 (1859) ; Blanf.
J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 164 : Hume, S. F. iii, p. 140; JIume 8r Dav.
S. F. vi, p. 359 ; Ajiders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 626 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 574 ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 188 ; Hurm, 8. F. xi, p. 226

;

Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 273.

Ahrornis albigularis, Jerd. 8f Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 200.

Ahrornis flaviventria, Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 203 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B.
xUii, pt. ii, p. 168.

Ahrornis griseii'rons, G. R. Gray, Hume, Cat. no. 577 bis.

Oryptolopha superciliaris {Tick.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. hi, p. 402

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 273.

The Yellow-hellied Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Porehead and crown, as far back as the eyes, grey

;

remainder of the upper plumage oil-yellow ; a distinct white super-

eilium from the bill to the nape ; lores and behind the eye brown ;

cheeks and ear-coverts mingled grey and white ; chin, throat, and
upper breast white ; remainder of lower plumage bright yellow

;

wings black edged with olive-green ; coverts pale brown edged

with olive-green ; tail brown, edged exteriorly with olive-brown

and interiorly with pale rufous.

Bill horn-colour, plumbeous at the base of the lower mandible

;

mouth yellow ; eyelids grey ; iris dark brown ; legs and claws

yellow.

Length rather more than 4 ; tail 1-8 ; wing 2-1 ; tarsus "75

;

bill from gape "55.

Specimens from the Salween in Burma have the whole crown grey.

Distribution. I'rom Sikhim down to Tenasserim, but nowhere
common. This bird has been recorded from the G-^ro hills

;

Tippuk in the Dibrugarh district ; the eastern hills of Manipur

;
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Bhamo ; the Pegu hills ; the Toungngoo hills ; Karennee ; the

better-wooded portions of the plains of Pegu ; the Tonzaleen,

Salween, aud Thoungyeen rivers, and Mergui. In the British

Museum there is a specimen from Singapore labelled Bumesia

Jlaviventris, to which bird the present species has a great resem-

blance in everything except the shape of the bill.

Habits, ^0. Bingham found the nest in Tenasserim in March in

a hole in a bamboo. The nest was made of iibres, and the eggs,

three in number, were white speckled with pinkish claret-colour.

They measured "58 by '43. Gammie found a similar nest in Sik-

him in June, also with three eggs.

441. Abroruis schisticeps. TTie Black-faced Flycatcher-

Warbler.

Oulipeta schisticeps, Hodgs,, Oray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal, pp. 67,

15.3 (1846).
Abrornis schisticeps {Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 183; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 339; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 201 ; Hume, Cat. no. 571 ; Oates in

Hume's N. §• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 274.

Abrornis melanops, Jerd. % Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 200.

Cryptolopha schisticeps {Hodgs.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 400.

The Blach-eared Warbler, .Terd.

Coloration. Forehead and a broad supercilium bright yellow

;

crown, nape, upper back, ear-coverts, and sides of the neck slaty

blue ; lores, cheeks, and round the eye black ; chin, throat, breast,

and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; abdomen and vent white

;

upper plumage and edges of the wing- and tail-feathers olive-green ;

the two outer pairs of tail-feathers dull white on the inner webs ;

no spots on the greater coverts.

Length about 4; tail 1-7; wing 1-9; tarsus "65; bill from

gape '4.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to Sikhim at mode-
rate elevations.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim at the end of May, making a small

nest of bamboo-leaves in a hole of a tree and laying five eggs.

They are pinkish white, mottled and streaked with red, with a

tendency to form a zone at the larger end. They measure "57

by -42.

442. Abrornis albigularis. The White-throated Flycatcher-

Warbler.

Abrornis albogularis, Hodgs., Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 106 ; Horsf.

Sf M. Cat. i, p. 340 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 204 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B.
xxxix, pt. ii, p. 271 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 164 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 677 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 226 ; Oates in HumSs N. Sf E. 2nd
ed. i, p. 275.

Abrornis albiventris, Jerd. Sf Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 199.

Oryptolopha albigulaiis, Hodgs., Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 405.

The White-throated Warbler, Jerd.
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Ooloration. Lores and the sides of the head pale chestnut ; fore-

head, crown, and nape pale rufous ; a broad black supercilium to

the nape ; upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-green ; rump
yellowish white ; wings and tail dark brown edged with oUve-

green ; chin and throat white, the feathers being black with white

margins, and the black showing up when the feathers are disar-

ranged ; a band of bright yellow across the breast ; under tail-

coverts pale yellow ; remainder of the lower plumage white.

Length about 3-5; tail 1-5; wing 1-75; tarsus '6; bill from

gape '4.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim, extending to the Grdro hills and

to the Eastern hills of Manipur, where this bird has been found at

5000 feet elevation.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim in July. Mandelli found in the

cavity of a truncated bamboo about 4 feet from the ground a nest

composed of bamboo-leaves and grass, and containing four eggs,

which were pinky white, freckled and mottled with deep red. They
measured -56 by "43.

443. Abrornis flavigularis. The Tellow-throated Flycatcher-

Warbler.

Abrornis flavigularis, Godiv.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvi, pt. ii, p. 44 (1877),

xlvii, pt. ii, p. 19 (1878) ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 147 ; id. Cat. no. 572
ter.

Cryptolopha flavigularis {Godw.-Aust.), Sharjie, Cat. B. M. iv, Add.
p. 474.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark ashy brown ; lores

blackish ; a streak over the lores and eyes, continued to the nape,

white, but very indistinct behind the eye ; upper plumage ashy

grey ; wings dark brown edged with asliy olive ; sides of the head
mixed ashy and white; chin and upper throat bright yellow ; re-

mainder of lower plumage greyish white ; edge of wing yellowish ;

the two outer tail-feathers brown on the outer web, white on the

inner ; the next pair brown, narrowly edged on the inner web with

white ; the other two pairs ashy brown.

Bill in the dry state dark brovra above, yellow below; legs

brown.
Length about 4; tail 1"5; wing 1'9; tarsus "7; biU from

gape "5.

Distribution. Known only from Sadiya in Upper Assam, where

the type was obtained by Mr. Ogle.

Genus TICKELLIA, Jerd. & Blyth, 1861.

This genus, containing only one species, diflFers from Abrornis in

having a much larger and blunter bill.
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444. Tickellia hodgsoni. The Broad^billed Fk/eatcher-Warbler.

Abrornis hodgsoni, Moore in Horsf. ^ M. Cat. \, p. 412 (1864).

Tickellia hodeeoni {Moore), Jerd. Sf Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 199

;

Jerd. B. I. li, p. 206 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 164 ; Hume,
Cat. no. 579.

Cryptolopha hodgsoni (Moore), Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 406.

The Broad-hilled Warbler, Jerd.

Fig. 133.—Bill of 1. hodgsoni.

Coloration. Forehead and crown dark chestnut ; upper plumage
olive-green tinged with yellow on the rump ; wing-coverts, quills,

and tail dark brown edged with olive-green ; the two outer pairs

of tail-feathers white on the inner web ; a pale grey supercilium ;

lores and sides of the head dark ashy ; chin, throat, and breast

grey ; remainder of lower plumage bright yellow.

Bill horny, yellowish at base beneath ; legs yellowish (Jerdon).

Length about 4 ; tail 1-8 ; wing 1-8 ; tarsus -8
; bill from gape"

•55.

Distribution. Sikhim. Hodgson procured this species in Sikhim

only, and not in Nepal, where there is no evidence of its occurrence.

Genus SCOTOCEECA, Sundev., 1872.

The genus Scotocerca contains two species resembling each other

closely, one of which is found in India and westward to Arabia,

and one in Africa.

The spring moult of S. inquieta, if any, is probably only a very

partial one ; at all events it is unaccompanied by any change of

colour or structure in the tail. The position of this genus among
the Warblers requires confirmation.

In Scotocerca the nostrils are overhung by long hairs, a feature

which separates it widely from FranMinia and Prinia, which
genera it resembles in habits and appearance. The tail is, how-
ever, but little longer than the wing, and moreover very slightly

graduated.

The birds of this genus inhabit desert regions, especially stony
hills, and they appear to be restless and active.

445. Scotocerca inctuieta. The Streaked Scrub-Warbler.

Malurus inquietus, Cretaschm. in RUpp. Atlas. Vogel, t). 66, tab. 36.
fig. 6 (1826).

. » .
f

.
,
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Melizophilus striatua, Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 180 ; Hume, S. F. i,

p. 200 ; Blanford, Ibis, 1874, p. 76.

Scotocerca inquieta {Rupp.), Hume, N. § E. p. 357 ; Slanf. East.

Pei-s. ii, p. 207, pi. xiii, flg. 2 ; Hume, Cat. no. 550 bis ;
Barnes,

S. F. ix, pp. 217, 455 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. Vii, p. 213 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 222 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 276.

Coloration. Upper plumage greyish brown ; the forehead, crown,

nape, and hind neck streaked with brown; wings brown, edged

with greyish brown; tail very dark brown, nearly black, the outer

feathers narrowly tipped with white ; a long superciliura. from the

nostrils to the nape, the ear-coverts and cheeks pinkish fulvous ;

lores and behind the eye blackish; lower plumage whitish, the

throat and breast striated with brown, and the sides of the neck

and body suffused with pinkish fulvous.

Legs and feet pale yellow, dusky on joints and claws ; bill dark

brown, paler on the lower mandible {Hume).

Length rather more than 4-5 ; tail 2-1 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -7
;

bill

from gape "5.

Distribution. A resident in the bare stony hills which run, in

various broken ranges, from the Khyber Pass to the sea, on the

west' of the Indus river. The species extends westwards to

Arabia.

Habits, 6fe. Constructs a globular nest made of fibres and coarse

grasses, lined with finer grasses and feathers, in a bush near the

ground. The breeding-season appears to be from February to

April. The eggs, usually six in number, are white, spotted and

speckled with light red, and measure '62 by '43.

Genus NEORNIS, Hodgs., 1845.

The genus Neomis, as restricted, contains but one species,

resembling Horomis in structure and Acanthojmeuste in coloration.'

From the latter it may be recognized by its tail of ten feathers,

and from the former by the hairs overhanging the nostrils.

Neomis inhabits bushes and grass, and is, generally speaking, a

mountain-bird. Like the majority of the flororftM-group, it lays

deep red eggs.

446. Neoruis flavolivaceus. The Aberrant Warbler.

Neomis flavolivacea, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 690 (1845)

Blyth, Cat. p. 144 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 324 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 188

Stoliczka, J. A. S.B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 46 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 494;

Brooks, J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 246 ; Hume, Cat. no. 552 ; id.

8. F. xi, p. 216 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 277.

Neomis cacharensis, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 590 (1845).

Cettia flavolivacea {Hodgs.), 8eebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 138.

The Aberrant Tree- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Upper plumage dull green; wings and tail dark

VOL. I. ^ ^
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brown edged with dull green ; lores and behind the eye dusky ;
a

distinct yellow supercilium ; sides of the head mixed dusky and

yellow; the whole lower plumage dull fulvous-yellow, suffused

with brown on the sides of the body ; axillaries and under wing-

coverts pale j'ellow.

Tipper mandible brown, lower yellow ; feet yellowish brown
(OocJchurn).

Length about 4-5; tail 2-2; wing 2-2 j tarsus -9; bill from

gape -6.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Sikhim

at elevations of from 6000 to 10,000 feet. In Hume's list of the

birds of Pegu (S. F. iii, p. 139) this species was doubtfully re-

corded. The specimen I sent to Hume was a very bad one, but I

have since identiiied it with Herhivoeula sehwarzi. Hume records

the present species from the Khasi hills, and it is not yet known
to occur further south.

Habits, ^c. Breeds in Sikhim from May to July at elevations of

from 3500 to 6000 feet, constructing a globular nest, made of

bamboo-leaves and grass, in bushes, and laying three eggs ; these

measure '66 by "5 ; their colour is a deep chocolate-purple.

Genus HORORNIS, Hodgs., 1845.

The genus Horornis contains seven Indian birds of duU colora-

tion, and which are for the most part very little knoWn. With
one exception they are resident species on the higher hills. The
one exception is H. canturiens, which appears to be a winter

visitor from China, and the position of which is somewhat doubtful.

For the present I place it in this genus.

Horornis has a bill about half as long as the head ; the rictal

bristles are strong, and there are some supplementary hairs in

front of them. There are, however, no long hairs over the

nostrils, the shafts of the frontal feathers being merely lengthened.

The wing is very blunt and short, the first primary being large,

and the second and third graduated, the fourth hardly reaching to

the tip of the wing. The tarsus in all is very strong, and the hind
toe and claw are especially so. The tail is about the length of the
wing and not greatly graduated, the outer feathers being about
four fifths the length of the tail.

Key to the Species.

a. Upper plumage entirely of one colour.

a'. Upper plumage tinged with rufous.

a"- Under wmg- coverts and axillaries

distinctly yellow.

a'". Lower plumage yellowish ; tail

about 1'8 H. brunnescens, p. 435.
b'". Lower plumage huffish; tail about

2'1 H. forUpes, p. 435.
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b". Under -wing-coverta and axillaries

ochraceous brown like the lower plu-

mage H. albiventiis, p. 436.

v. Upper plumage tinged with olivaceous.

c". Flames and under tail-coverts fulvous. . H. pnllidus, -p. iS6.

d". Flanks and under tail-coverts pale

brown H. pallidipes, p. 437.

b. Crown differently coloured from remainder
of upper plumage.

c'. Crown of head bright chestnut-brown;
wing about 24 S. major, p. 438.

d'. Grown of head merely tinged with rufous

;

wing about 3 If. canturiens, p. 438.

447. Horornis brunnescens. Bume's Bush-Warbler.

Horeites brunnescens, Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 109 ; id. S.F. iii, p, 410i

iv, p. 497 ; id. Cat. no. 527 ter.

Horomis brunnescens {Hume), Srooka, S. F. viii, p. 380.

Cettia fortipes (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 136 (part.).

Coloration. Upper plumage bright rufous-brown ; the edges of

the wings and tail brighter ; lores and behind the eye dark brown ;

a very distinct pale bufi supercilium ; lower plumage pale buff,

turning to yellow on the lower part of the abdomen and the sides

of the body ; axillaries and under wing-coverts pale yellow.

In the dry skin the bill is dark brown, with the base of the

lower mandible pale; legs fleshy brown.
Length about 4 ; tail 1'8 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape -5.

Among Hodgson's birds in the British Museum are three speci-

mens of this species, but bearing the same number as H. fortipes,

viz. 928.

Distribution. Sikhim and probably Nepal.

448. Horomis fortipes. The Strong-footed Bush- Warbler.

Horornis fortipes, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 162

!

Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 475, x, p. 170 ; Gates in Hume's iV. ^ E-

2nd ed. i, p. 279.

Drymoica brevicaudata, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 459 (1847).

Neornis (Horornis) assimilis, Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Nepal, ed. 2,

p. 30 (1863).

Neornis assimilis {Hodgs.'), Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 22 ; Godw.-Aust.

J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 167 ; Wald. in Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 105

;

Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, p. 351 ; Hume, Cat. no. 652 bis ; id. S. F.

xi, p. 217.

Dumeticola fortipes {Hodgs.), Hume, N. # F. p. 329.

Neornis flavolivacea {Hodgs.), Hume, N. Sr E. p. 360.

Neornis brevicaudatus {Blyth), Anders. Yunnan Exped., Ares,

p. 623.

Schoenicola fortipes {Hodgs.), Hume, Cat. no. 526; id. S. F. xi,

p. 206.

Cettia fortipes {Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 136.

Horeites fortipes {Hodgs.), Gates, B. B. i, p. 121.

The Strong-footed Hill- Warbler, Jerd.

2r2
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Coloration. The whole upper plamage olive-brown tinged with

rufous ; wings and tail dark brown, edged with rufous ; an in-

distinct eye-streak brownish yellow ; lores and behind the eye dark

Pigs. 134, 135.—Head and wing ol H. fortipes.

brown ; sides of the head and the lower plamage huffish brown,

paler along the middle of the latter ; aiillaries and under wing-

coverts pale yellow.

Bill pale brown ; iris hazel ; legs wood-brown {Goekhurn).

Length about 4-5 ; tail 24 ; wing 2-2 ; tarsus -9
; bill from

gape •&.

Distribution. Nepal, Sikhim, the Bhutan Doars, and TJpper

Assam, extending across the valley to the Khasi and Naga hills,

and further south to the hills east of Bhamo and to Karennee.

Habits, SfC. Breeds in Nepal and Sikhim from May to July, con-

structing a cup-shaped nest, composed of grass and lined with

feathers, in low brushwood. The eggs, four in number, are a

uniform chocolate-colour, and measure "67 by "SI.

449. Horomis albiventris. The White-bellied Bush-Warbler.

Niornis albiventer, Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 199 (1876)

;

Hume, S. F. v, p. 55 ; id. Cat. no. 562 ter ; id. S. F. xi, p. 217.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage uniform umber-brovni
tinged with rufous, as are also the visible portions of the wings and
tail ; a short supercilium and the feathers round the eye grey

;

ear-coverts umber-brown ; chin dull white, each feather tipped with

brown ; throat purer white, with a subterminal dusky speck on
each feather ; middle of the abdomen whitish ; remainder of the
lower plumage, axillaries, and under wing-coverts rich ochraceous

brown.
Bill homy-brown above, pale beneath.

Length nearly 5 ; tail 2'2; wing 2'1 ; tarsus "So; middle toe

and claw '8.

Distribution. This well-marked form occurs in the Manipur
valley, where the type-specimen was procured at Sengmai by Mr.
W. Eobert.

450. Horornis pallidus. The Pale Bush- Warbler.

Horeites pallidus, Brooks, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 78 (1872) ; B.v.'nxe

N. §• E. p. 330 ; id. Cat. no. 527 bis ; id. S. F. xi, p. 206.
'

Horomis pallidus {Brooks), Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 241: Oates in Hume's
N. §• R 2nd ed. i, p. 280.
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Coloration. Upper plumage dull olive-brown, brighter and
tinged with rufous on the margins of the wing- and tail-feathers ;

lores and behind the eye dark brown ; a distinct supercilium pale
bufE ; sides of the head mixed brown and grey ; lower plumage
greyish white ; the sides of the body, vent, and under tail-coverts

fulvous.

Iris hazel-brown ; bill light brown ; lower mandible paler except
the tip ; legs, toes, and claws light fleshy-brovm (Brooks).

Length rather more than 5 ; tail 2-2 ; wing 2-2
; tarsus -9

;

bill from gape -5.

Distribution. Throughout Kashmir and Hazdra, and extending
along the Himalayas as far as the Bhagirathi valley, G-arhwal.

Hume records this species from Shillong, but probably by an over-
sight, for this is a most unlikely locality, and the statement is not
supported by any specimen in the Hume Collection.

Habits, Sfc. Brooks states that this bird's song is a strange pro-

longed whistle with a sudden turn at the end, the second strain con-
sisting of five or six notes in a different key ; after a short silence

the long whistle is begun again. He describes a nest which he
found in Kashmir in May as being globular and composed of coarse

dry grass, lined profusely with feathers; it was placed on a
sloping bank. An egg it contained was a dull purple-brown, and
measured -64 by •49.

451. Horomis pallidipes. Blanford's Bmh-Warbler.

Phylloacopus pallidipes, Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 162, pi. vii,

fig. 1 (1872) ; Broohs, J. A. S.B.-Am, pt. ii, p. 246.

Horeitessericea, Wald. in Blyth, Birds Btwrm.^AlQ Q&76); Tweedd.
Bis, 1877, p. 487 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 57.

Horeites pallidipes {BlanfI), Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, p. 344 ; Hv/me,
Cat. no. -527 quat. ; Oates, B. B. i. p. 122.

Cettia pallidipes {Blanf.), Seehohm, Cat. B. M. y, p. 189.

Horomis pallidipes {Blanf.), Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2iid ed. i, p. 281.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with

rufous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail dark
brown, edged with olive-brovm ; lores and behind the eye dark

brown; a distinct greyish-white supercilium; lower plumage whitish,
suffused with brown on the sides of the neck, breast, body, and
under tail-coverts.

Iris dull brown ; bill yellow ; legs fleshy-white
( Wardlaw

Ramsay).
Length about 4-5 ; tail 1'8 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape "6.

Distribution. Sikhim and the Bhutan Doars, extending to the

hiU-ranges east of Toungngoo and to the Salween valley in Tenas-

serim.

Habits, ^e. Breeds in Sikhim in May and June, laying four eggs

in a cup-shaped nest made of grass, and built on the ground. The
eggs do not appear to be known.
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452. Horornis major. The Large Bush-Warbler.

Horeites major, Sodps., Moore, P.Z. S. 1854, p. 105 ; Sorsf. 8f M.
Cat. i, p. 323 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 164 ; Blanf. J. A S. B. xli, pt. ii,

p. 161 ; Hume, N.SfE.^. 331 ; id. Cat. no. 529.

Oettia major (Hodgs.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 145, pi. vii.

Horornis major {Hodgs.), Oates in Hume's, N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 281.

The Large Hill- Warbler, Jerd.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut-brown ; upper

plumage and visible portions of wings and tail olive-brown ; the

two latter parts tinged with rufous ; lores and behind the eye

blackish ; a pale rufous supercilium ; ear-coverts rufous-ashy

;

chin, throat, and breast greyish white ; centre of abdomen whitish

;

sides of the body, vent, thighs, and under tail-coverts dull ochra-

ceous-brown.

In the dry state, the upper mandible and tip of the lower are

dark brown, the remainder of the bill yellowish ; legs fleshy

brovm.

Length about 5 ; tail 2 ; wing 2-4 ; tarsus "9 ; bill from gape "6.

Distribution. Nepal and Sikhim.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim at high altitudes in July, con-

structing a cup-shaped nest, composed of fern-roots, hair, wool,

mosa, &c., in a low bush.

The eggs, which appear to be three in number, are,, unlike those

of most species of Horornis, of a white colour, sprinkled over the
larger half of the egg with minute specks of brownish red. They
measure "7 by '54.

453. Horornis cantnriens. The Chinese Bush-Warbler.

Arundinax canturians, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 52.

Cettia canturiens (^Swinh.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. y, p. 141.
Homoehlamys canturiens ISwinh.), Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 202.

Coloration. In winter the whole upper plumage and the visible

portions of the wings and tail are russet-brown, brightest on the
head ; sides of the neck browner ; lores and a band behind the eye
dusky ; a broad, but not very distinct, supercilium huffish white

;

ear-coverts mixed rufous and whitish ; chin, throat, and middle of
abdomen white; breast, sides of the body, and the under tail-

coverts buff ; thighs greyish brown. In summer the upper plumage
is olive-brown, and the lower is paler ; but there is considerable
variation in these respects.

Bill wood-brown, with the edge of the upper and the whole of
the lower mandible pale flesh-colour; inside of mouth chrome-
yellow ; iris hazel ; legs pale brownish flesh-colour ; claws wood-
brown, paling on the soles (Swinhoe).

Length about 6-5 ; tail 3 ; wing 3 ; tarsus M ; bill from
gape "8.

Distribution. A single specimen of this species, as recorded by
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Hume, was obtained at Lakhipur in Cachar. This specimen, now
in the Hume Collection, is identical with Chinese birds. The
proper habitat of the species is China.

Genus PHYLLERGATES, Sharps, 1883.

The genus PhyUergates contains one species, which all Indian
writers have hitherto placed with Orihotomus. Sharpe has sepa-

rated the present genus from Orthotomus on account of its

differently-shaped taU and bill, but he has kept it in the section of

the GistieolcB with 12 tail-feathers. This is of course wrong, as

Phyll&rgates has only ten rectrices.

This genus differs from Orihotomus in so many characters that

there is some doubt whether it is as closely allied to that generic

type as it is to Ahrornis and Tickellia, with which two genera it has
many characters in common, such as the broad blunt bill and the

slightly graduated tail of 10 feathers. It is, raqreover, so similar

to T.hodgsoni in coloration that at first sight they appear inseparable.

Jerdon's account of the nest of P. coronatus is very likely to be
wrong, as he did not find it himself nor did he pay any great

attention to nidification, and I should not be surprised to learn

hereafter that the G-olden-headed Warbler, like Abrornis, con-
structed its nest in a hole of a tree.

In this genus the spring moult appears to have no effect on the

colour of the plumage, and certainly none on the shape and
length of the tail.

454. PhyUergates coronatus. The Golden-headed Warbler.

Orthotomus coronatus, Jerd. §• Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 200 ; Jerd. B.
I. M, p. 168 ; Godw.-Aust, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. h, p. 107 ; Bmne,
N. Sf E. p. 334; Wald. in BlytKs Birds Burm. p. 121; Sharpe,

Ibis, 1877, p. 115; nume^ t)av. S. F. vi, p. 346; JBume, Cat.

no. 581 ; id. S. JF. xi, p. 207.

Phyllohates coronatus (Jerd.Sr Blyth), Oates, B. B.i, p. 110.

PhyUergates coronatus {Jerd. 6/- Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 230 ; Oates in Byrne's N. |- E. 2nd ed. i, p. 282.

The Golden-headed Tailor-bird, Jerd.

Fig. 136.— Bill of P. coronatus.

Coloration. Porehead and crown chestnut ; a short supercUium

yellow, turning to pale grey over the ear-coverts ; lores and the

upper part of the ear-coverts dark ashy brown ; lower part of the
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ear-coverts silvery white ; nape, sides, and back of the neck ashy

;

back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and wing-coverts yellowish green

;

wings- brown, edged with yellowish green ; tail brown, the inner

webs of the two outer pairs of feathers white ; chin, throat, and

breast pale ashy white ; remainder of the lower plumage bright

yellow.

Legs and feet yellowish fleshy ; upper mandible, tips and edges

of lower mandible along commissure black ; rest of bill yellowish

fleshy ; iris brown {Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 4-5; tail 1-7; wing 1*8; tarsus -75 ; bUl from

gape -7.
. , .

Distribution. Sikhim and Upper Assam, m which latter province

this species has been obtained at Dibrugarh. It has also been

procured at Cherra Poonjee and on the Limatol range of the western

hills of Manipur ; on the Tsankoo hUls at 3000 feet near Karennee,

and on Muleyit mountain in Tenasserim.

Habits, iSfc. A nest brought to Jerdon as that of this bird was

similar to the ordinary nest of a Tailor-bird, but not so carefully

made, the leaves being loosely attached and with fewer stitches.

The eggs, two in number, were white with rusty spots.

Genus HOREITES, Hodgs., 1845.

This genus, which contains but one species, differs from Horornis

in having a much more graduated tail, and the frontal feathers

short and smooth, with no supplementary bristles in front of the

rictus.

It inhabits the Himalayas at great altitudes.

455. Horeites bruuneifrons. The Rufoiis-capped Bush-Warhler.

Orthotomus (Prinia) brunnifrons, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1846, p. 29.

Orthotomus (Horeites) poUicaris, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1846, p. 30.

Orthotomus (Horeites) schistilatus, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 30.

Horeites brunnifrons, Hodgs., BlytK, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 586 (1846) ;

Horsf. <^ M. Cat. i, p. 323; Jerd. 5. /. ii, p. 163; Blanf.J.A.
S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 55 ; Hume Cat. no. 527 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^
E. 3nd ed. i, p. 282.

Horeites pollicaris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 586 (1846) ; Horsf. ^
M. Cat. i, p. 322 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 163 ; Hume, Cat. no. 528.

Nivicola schistilata, Hodgs., Blyih, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 586 (1845).
Horeites schistilatus, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 323.

Cettiabrunneifrons,(^orfj^s.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 143.

The Bufous-capped Hill- Warble); Jerd. ; The Strong-clawed Hill-
Warbler, Jerd. ; Idklih-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape chestnut-brown ; remain-
der of upper plumage olive-brown tinged with rufous ; wings
and tail dark brown, edged with rufous ; lores and behind the
eye blackish ; a long distinct supercilium bufEy yellow ; sides of
the head ashy brown ; chin, throat, middle of breast, and abdo-
men dull white ; sides of breast and abdomen ashy grey, shading
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off into oehraceous on the flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts
;

under wing-coverts and axillaries ashy white.

Young birds have the crown concolorous with the back and
the lower plumage uniform deep ochraoeous-brown, in which
state they are Hodgson's H. pollicaris.

Back and outsides of tarsi and toes dusky, insides and front

fleshy white ; claws white tinged dusky ; iris very dark brown

;

upper mandible dull black
; gape and lower mandible to angle of

the gonys fleshy yellow; remainder of lower mandible dusky
brown {Hwme).

Length about 4"5 ; tail 1'8 ; wing 1"8 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from
gape '5.

. Distribution. The Himalayas at considerable altitudes, from the

Pir Panjal in Kashmir to Sikhim.

Habits, Sfc. Blanford observed this bird in Sikhim between 10,000
and 12,000 feet of elevation, and noticed that its habits were similar

to those of the Wrens ; it was seen hunting over mossy rocks and
diving into hoUows between them. The nest does not appear to

be known, but the eggs are described as being stone-coloured, with

a broad dense zone of dull brownish purple at the large end ; they

measure -65 by "48.

Genus CETTIA, Bonap., 1838.

The genus Gettia contains one Indian species, which differs from
its European ally in characters sufficiently marked to constitute it

a distinct and easily recognizable species.

It is probably only a winter visitor to Sind, but the evidence on
this point is imperfect. It is at the best a bird of very limited

migration. It frequents reeds and swampy vegetaHon and is a

very great skulker.

In this genus the bill is about half the length of the head,

slender and pointed ; the frontal feathers are short and smooth,

and there are no supplementary bristles or hairs in front of the

rictus. The wing is short and rounded. The tail is very mode-

rately graduated.

456. Cettia orientalis. The Eastern Bush- Warbler.

Cettia (Potamodus) orientalis, D-istram, Ibis, 1867, p. 79.

Oettia sericea (Natt.), Hume, S. F. i, p. 192 (1873); Brooks, Ibis,

1884, p. 287.

Cettia cettioides, Hume, S. F. i, p. 194 (1873).

Oettia albiventris, Severtz. Turkest. Jevotn. pp. 66, 131 (1873) ; id.

S. F. iii, p. 424.

Cettia scalenura, Severtz. Turkest. Jevotn. pp. 66, 181 (1873) ; id.

S. F. iii, p. 424.

Cettia stoliczkse, Sume, S. F. ii, p. 620 (1874), iii, p. 416 (1875).

Cettia cetti, apud Sume, S. F. iv, p. 41.

Bradyptetus cetti {Marm.}, Hume, Cat. no. 518 ter.

Cettia cetti {Marm.), Seebohm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 136 (part.).
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Coloration. Upper plumage reddish brown ; wings and tail

edged with the same; a short supercilium and round the eye

fulvous white ; lores dusky ; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen

white ; remainder of the lower plumage greyish brown ; the under

tail-coverts tipped with whitish.

Legs and feet brown, dark on the joints and tips of claws ; bill

dark horn/ brown, paler on the lower mandible ; iris brown

(Hume). I

Length about 6 ; tail 2-5 to 2-9 ; wing 2-4 to 2-9 ; tarsus -85

;

bill from gape '7.

This species diilers from the Oettia cetti of Europe in being con-

spicuously paler above aud in being much larger.

Distribution. Sind only, in India. Barnes states that Hume
obtained the bird in the mangrove-swamps of the Karachi har-

bour, but 1 cannot find that Hume ever noted it from this locality.

All the specimens that I have examined in his collection were

procured at or near Larkhana, as appears from the labels attached

to the birds. 0. orientalis ranges northwards to Turkestan, and

westwards to Palestine."

Genus UROSPHENA, Swinhoe, 1877.

The genus Urosphena contains one Indian Warbler, instantly

recognizable by its short tail, which is only half as long as the

wing, and by the graduation of the tail-feathers, which causes the

tail, when expanded, to be fan-shaped, quite as much so as in

Cisticola.

This Eeed-Warbler, about the habits of which very little is

known, is a very rare visitor to Burma.

457. Urosphena sqnamiceps. Swinhoe's Beed-Warbler.

Tribura squameicepa, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 292.

Urosphena squamiceps (Stoinh.), Swinhoe, Ibis, 1877, p. 205, pi. iv

;

Hume S[ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 343 ; Hvme, Cat. no. 522 ter ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 100.

Cettia squamiceps {Swinh.), Seebobm, Cat. B. M. v, p. 142.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage rich hair-brown tinged

with chocolate ; the feathers of the head rounded ; the outer webs
of the quills brighter ; a distinct supercilium from the nostril to

the nape huffy white ; lores and a streak between the supercilium

and the ear-coverts very dark brown ; ear-coverts and cheeks
buffy white, each feather tipped with brown ; the whole lower
plumage pale huffish white, turning to almost pure white on the
chin, throat, and middle of abdomen.

Legs, feet, and claws fleshy-white ; two thirds of lower mandible
fleshy-white; rest of lower mandible and the upper one horny-
brown ; iris dark brown {Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 4 : tail 1-2 ; wing 2-1
; tarsus -7

; bill from gape -65.
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Distribution. This rare Warbler has been once procured at Bank-
asiin, in the south of Tenasserim, by Davison. It is probably
only a winter visitor to Burma. It is found in South China and
Formosa in the winter, and in North-eastern Asia iu the summer.
Nothing is known of its habits.

Genus STJYA, Hodgs., 1836.

The genus Suya comprises four Indian species, which are chiefly

found on the hills and more rarely in the plains. They have
greatly developed tails, which are always twice the length of the
wing or even longer. The spring moult is very complete, attended
in the case of three species with a marked change of colour from
that of the winter, and in the case of one with a conspicuous alter-

ation in the length of the taU. One species undergoes no change
of colour at the moults.

The Hill-Warblers are poor fliers and are resident species.

They frequent low brushwood, but sometimes resort to the tops of

low trees. They are closely allied to Prinia both in appearance
and habits, but they have longer tails. They have two strong

rictal bristles on each side, but no hairs in front of them ; the whole
of the feathers of the forehead being very firm, short, and smooth.
The tail is greatly graduated, the outer feather either reaching to

the middle of the tail or falling short of it.

The Hill-Warblers construct globular nests of grass in bushes
near the ground, and lay spotted eggs.

Key to the Species.

a. Chin and throat white or fulvous white.

a'. Upper plumsge very distinctly streaked.

a". Sides of chin and throat and the whole [p. 444.

breast irregularly barred S. crimpei-a hiem.,

6". Sides of chin and throat and the whole [p. 444.

breast unbarred S. ninigera sestiv.,

6'. Upper plumage plain or obsoletely streaked,

c". Crown of same colour as back. [p. 445.

a'". Upper plumage olive-brown S. atriffularis hiem,,
6'". Upper plumage ferruginous-brown .

.

S. khasiana hiem.,

[p. 446.

d'. Crown of a darker colour than the back . S. mpereiliaris,

b. Chin and throat deep black. [p. 447.

e'. Upper plumage dark olive-brown ; the head
tinged with ashy ; black of throat continued [p. 445.

over the breast and upper abdomen S. atrigidaris sestiv.,

d'. Upper plumage ferruginous brown; black [p. 446.

confined to chin and throat . , iS. khasiana *, sestiv.,

* I am unable to identify Suya gangetica, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 23.
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458. Suya crinigera. Ths Brown Hill-Warbler.

Suva criniger, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 183 (1836) ; Horsf. Sr M. Cat.

1, p. 325 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 183 ; Siuliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii,

p. 45 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xl, pt. ii, p. 142 ; Cock ^ Marshall,

S. F. i, p. 355.

Decura (Suya) fuliginosa, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844).

Suya fuliginosa, Hmf. Sf M. Cai. i, p. 326; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 183

;

Hume, N. Sr E.v- 366; id. Cat. no. 648 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B.

xliii, pt. ii, p. 167. .

Drymoica criniger {Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 142.

Blanfordius striatulus, Hume, 8. F. i, pp. 195, 300 ; id. Cat. no. 549
quint. ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 221.

Suya crinigera {Hodgs.}, Hume, N. ^ F.^. 353 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 133

;

Brooks, 8. F. iii. p. 243 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 642
;

Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 1 ; id. Cat. no. 547 ; 8ctdly, 8. F. viii, p. 305

;

Oates,'S. F. x, p. 221 ; id. B. B. i, p. 123 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 177 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 215 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 282.

Suva obscura, Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 507 ; Bali, 8. F. iii, p. 207 ;
Hume,

'8. F. vii, p. 2.

The Brmvn Mountain Wren- Warbler ; The Lusky Hill- Warbler, Jerd.

;

Suya, Nepal ; Dang prim-pho, Lepch. ; 8hik-8hiUik, IBhot.

Fig. 137.—Bill of 8. crinigera.

Coloration. In winter the upper plumage is fulvous-brown,

streaked with black, except on the rump and upper tail-coverts ;

' wing-covetts brown, edged with rufous ; quills margined with fer-

ruginous ; tail rufous-brown, faintly cross-rayed, with pale tips

and siibterminal dark spots ; a ring round the eye rufescent ; lores

yellowish ; sides of the head mingled brown and fulvous ; middle

of chin and throat plain fulvous-white ; sides of the chin and throat

and the whole breast fulvous, irregularly and narrowly cross-barred

with black, the bars interrupted, and frequently being only a
series of arrowhead-shaped marks ; middle of abdomen whitish ;

remainder of lower plumage fulvous.

In summer the upper plumage and wing-coverts are dark brown,
the feathers edged with olivaceous ; lores and round the eye dark
brown or blackish ; cheeks and the whole lower plumage uniform
pale fulvous, the dark bases of the feathers showing through, more
or less, on the breast ; wings and tail as in winter.

The young have the upper plumage, the tail, and the margins
of the quills rich tawpy. brown, with some black streaks on the

head ; the lower plumage fulvous, tinged with yellow in places.

The bill in summer is black, in winter brown above, dark fleshy

below ; at all seasons the legs and feet are fleshy pink, claws brown,
iris orange.



suxA. 445

In winter the length is about 7"5 ; tail 4-3 ; wing 2-3 ; tarsus -9

;

bill from gape '6. In summer the total length and the length of

the tail are reduced by nearly one inch.

The numerous specimens of Blanfordius striatulus that I have

examined from Sind are in my opinion inseparable from Suya
crinigera in winter plumage. It is true that Hume states that his

type specimen had twelve tail-feathers ; but there must be some
mistake about this, as all the undoubted specimens of Blanfordius

striatulus since obtained by Blanford have ten tail-feathers. Sharpe

has already made the same identificatitm in his Catalogue.

Distribtition. Throughout the Himalayas from Bhutan to Kash-
mir and the borders of Afghanistan, and along the hill-ranges to

the west of the Indus down to Kardchi ; Assam and the hill-

ranges of Eastern Bengal, through Burma down to Thayetmyo.

This bird occurs in the Himalayas up to about 6000 feet elevation,

and although essentially a hiU-bird, it is also found in the plains.

It extends to China.

Habits, S(6. Breeds from May to July, constructing a nest,

shaped like a deep cup, of grass-down, bound together by grass, in

a bush not far from the ground. The eggs, as many as seven

sometimes, are white, speckled with red, and measure -69 by •52.

459. Suya atrigularis. The Blaek-throated HilUWarhler.

Suya atrogularia, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 77 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 326; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 184; Hume, N. 8; E. p. 355; id. S. F.
vii, p. 3; id. Cat. no. 549; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 180; Oates

in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 285.

Frim-pho, Lepch. ; Skik-shillik, Bhut.

Coloration. In winter tlie upper plumage is dark olive-brown, all

the feathers with obscure darker centres or streaks ; wings and tail

brown, broadly edged with fulvous olive-brown, and the tail-

feathers with rufous tips ; a more or less distinct white supercilium

from the nostril to the end of the ear-coverts ; the lores and a band
behind the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts mixed fulvous and brown ;

cheeks and lower plumage pale fulvous, turning to ouhraceous on
the sides of the body and the under tail-coverts ; the cheeks deli-

cately barred with black, and the breast indistinctly striped with

the same.

In summer the crown and nape are much darker, and contrast

with the upper plumage ; the supercilium is wanting ; the sides of

the head are ashy ; there is a distinct white cheekrstripe ; the chin,

throat, breast, and upper abdomen are deep black, the feathers of

the upper abdomen being centred and tipped with white ; the

other parts of the plumage are the same as in winter.

The colour of the soft parts of this bird have not been recorded.

Length about 7 ; tail 4-5 ; wing 2-1
; tarsus -8

; bill from gape
•65. There appears to be no marked difference in the length of

the tail in the two seasons, and probably it is not moulted in

spring.
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Distribution. Sikhirn. Hodgson procured this bird, but probably

in Sikhim, and not in Nepal. Jerdon quotes it from the Khfisi

hills ; -but he, no doubt, did not distinguish it from S. hhasiana.

Hume, in his ' Eough Draft of Nests and Eggs,' states that it breeds

in Kumaun, and probably he is right, but there is not a single

specimen in his collection rum from that province, and I have seen

no specimens from any part of India but Sikhim.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from 4000 to 6000 feet in May and June,

and probably also in April and July. The nest, an egg-shaped

structure made of grass and a httle moss, is placed in a low bush
or clump of grass. The eggs, four or five in number, are greyish

green, marked with purple, and measure '68 by 5.

460. Suya khasiana. Amter!g HiU-Warhler.

Suya atrogiilaris, Moore, apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 107.

Suya khasiana, Oodw.-Amt. A. M. N. JS. (4), xviii, p. 412 (1876) ;

Hume, S. F. v, p. 59 ; id. S. F. vii, p. 3 ; id. Cat. no. 549 bis ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 181 ; Hume, S. F. li, p. 216.

Coloration. In winter the whole upper plumage is a rich ferru-

ginous brown, brighter on the forehead and crown ; tail brown,
suffused with ferruginous, tipped pale, and with a subterminal

dark patch on each feather ; a streak from the nostril over the eye

to the eiid of the ear-coverts and the feathers on the -eyelids ashy
white ; lores dusky ^ cheeks white, delicately barred with brown ;

chin, middle of throat, of breast, and of abdomen pure white ; ear-

coverts, sides of the throat, neck, breast, and body, with the under
tail-coverts, ochraceous.

In summer the upper plumage, wings, and tail are the same as

in vdnter ; the lores and superciliuni are blackish, with some
whitish specks ; ear-coverts and round the eye slaty ; a broad and
conspicuous cheek-stripe white ; chin and throat black ; the fea-

thers on the upper breast white, with black margins ; middle of

lower breast and abdomen white ; sides of the breast, of the body,

and the under tail-coverts ochraceous.

Legs and feet delicate fleshy pink ; claws brownish ; upper
mandible dark brown : lower mandible and edges of the upper
towards the point pale fleshy pink ; iris orange-buff (Hume).

Length about 7*5
; tail 4-5 ; wing 2 ; tarsus '9 ; bill from gape

•6. The tail appears to be constantly of the same length both in

winter and summer, and probably is not moulted in the spring.

Distribution. The Khd,si and Niga hills. Also in Manipur,
where Hume found this Suya on the Eastern hills.

Habits, Sfc. Hume states that this bird frequents dense herba-
ceous undergrowth of balsams and the Uke in forest. On the 11th
of May he found a nest containing four well-incubated eggs. The
nest was placed in a -wild ginger-plant, about two feet from the
ground, in forest at the very summit of the Matchi hill.
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461. Suya superciliaris. Anderson's Hill-WarUer.

Suya superciliaris, Anders. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 212; id. Yunnan Eoeped.,

Aves, p. 642, pi. li ; Hume 8f Dm. S. F. vi, p. 350 ; Sume, S. F.
vii, p. 3 ; id. Cat. no. 647 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 182

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 124.

Suya albo^laris, Rume, 8. F. i, p. 459 (1873) ; id. S. F. ix, p. 227

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 182.

Suya erythropleura, Wald. in Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 120 ; Hume,
S. F. V, p. 58 ; Hum ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 351 ; Hume, Cat. no.
549 quat.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape dark brown ; upper
plumage and tbe edges o£ the wing-feathers fulvoas-brown ; tail

fulvous-brown, with paler tips, but withno subterminal dark patches

;

a narrow white supereilium from the nostril to the end of the ear-

coverts ; lores, behind and round the eye dusky slaty ; ear-coverts

ashy grey ; chin, cheeks, throat, breast, and abdomen fulvous-white,

the breast darker, with brown marks or streaks, more numerous at

the sides ; sides of the body and under tail-coverts ochraceous.

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible, legs, feet, and claws
fleshy-pink ; iris brownish yellow (Hume ^ Davison).

Length about 6'5 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 2 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from
gape "6.

There appears to be no difference between the summer and winter
plumage of this bird, judging from the specimens I have been able

to examine.
Distribution. Anderson procured this species at Momein. on the

Chinese frontier ; Wardlaw Earnsay at Toungngoo ; and Davison
on Muleyit mountain, in Tenasserim. It also occurs in Sumatra.

Genus PRINIA, Horsf., 1821.

The genus Prinia comprises seven Indian species of birds, which
only differ from Franklinia in having ten tail-feathers instead of

twelve.

They all have a complete s])ring moult, accompanied in some
instances by such a change in colour and in the structure of the tail

as to have given rise to great confusion among authors regardiiig

the number of species. The ample materials now available suffice

to bring this difficult group of birds into order. In fact but little

remained to be done after Sharpe's masterly treatment of the group,

and my own observations have chiefly served to corroborate his.

To Hume and Brooks, however, is due the credit of having first

furnished the clue by which the present order has been arrived at.

Key to the Species.

a. Upper plumage streaked P. lepida, p. 448.

h. Upper plumage not streaked.

a'. Abdomen yellow P. flaviventris, p. 449.

b'. Abdomen fulvou.s or bufi'.

a". Bill intensely black.

a'". Upper plumage dark ashy P. socialis Eest., p, 460.
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h'". Upper plumage rufous-brown P. socuMs hyem., p. 450.

c'". Upper plumage earthy-brown,

a*. OuJ)uter tail-feathers white ; wing
about 2-6 P. sylvatica seat., p. 451.

6*. Outer tail-feathers pale brown;
winar about 2.

a?. Subterminal spots on tail pale

and indistinct P. inomata sest., p. 452.

V. Subterminal spots on tail dark •

and distinct P.jerdoni sest., p. 453.

h". Bill brown, lower mandible very pale

or flesh-coloured.

d'"- Upper plumage warm rufous-

brown; wing about 2-5 P. sylvatica hyem., p. 451.

e'". Upper plumage earth-brown tinged
with fulvous or green ; wing 2.

c*. Subterminal spots on tail obso-

lete or very indistinct P. inomata hyem., p. 452.

d': Subterminal spots on tail black

and narrow P. jerdoni hyem., p. 453.

e''. Subterminal spots on tail black

and very broad, forming quite [p. 454.

half a circle P. hlanfordi sest. et hyem.,

462. Frinia lepida. The Streaked Wren- Warbler.

Prima lepida, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 376 (1844) ; Oates in Hume's
N. 8f K 2nd ed. i, p. 287.

Drymoica lepida (Blyth), Blyth, Cat. p. 143.

Suya lepida (Blyth)', Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 327.

Burnesia lepida (Blyth), Jerd. B. 1. ii, p. 186 ; A. Anderson, Ibis, 1872,

p. 237 ; Broohs, S. F. v, p. 496, viii, p. 476 ; Hume, S. F. ix, p. 228

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 211.

Burnesia gracilis (Riipp.), apud Hume, N. Sr E. p. 366 ; id. 8. F. i,

p. 195 ; Adam, S. F. i, p. 382 ; BiUJer, S. F. iii, p. 485 ; Hunw,
Cat. no. 650 ; Doig, 8. F. viii, p. 378 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 221.

Drymoipus lepidus (Blyth), Brooks, 8. F. iv, p. 274.

Khur-phootki, Hind. ; Boor, Sind.

Oohrativn. Upper plumage and wing-coverts fulvous-brown,

streaked vnth dark brown ; wings brown, edged with fulvous ; tail

brown, distinctly cross-barred, tipped with white, and each feather

with a subterminal dark patch ; lores and round the eye whitish
;

ear-coverts whitish mottled with brown ; the whole lower plumage
very pale fulvous.

Legs and feet fleshy white j nails light brown ; iris yeUow
(Bingham).

Length about 5*5 ; tail 2*5 to 3 ; wing 1-75 ; tarsus "65
; bill

from gape "55 ; the tail appears to be of the same length in summer
and winter. The bill is black in summer ; in the winter the upper
mandible is pale brownish horny, the lower yellowish horny.

Distribution. Throughout the greater part of the Punjab, Sind,

and Eajputana down to Cutch and Guzerat. This bird also extends
down the valley of the Ganges to its Delta and up the Assam
valley to the Dibong river, where Godwin-Austen procured it.
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Habits, S^c. P. lepida frequents the sandy beds and banks of rivers,

where low bushes and clumps of grass grow. The breeding-season

extends from March till October. The nest is egg-shaped with the

entrance at the side, and is built of line grass and seed-down in

dense clumps of grass near the ground. The eggs, four in number,
are pale green, freckled and streaked with red or purplish grey,

and measure '53 by "44.

463. Prinia flaviventris. The Yellow-hellied Wren -Warhler.

Orthotomus flaviventris, JDeless. JRev. Zool. 1840, p. 101.

Prinia flaviventris (JDeless.), Blyth, Cat. p. 144 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 321 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 169 ; Gfodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. ii,

p. 271 ; Hume, N. Sf A p. 834 ; Blyth 4- Wald. Birds Burm. p.118

;

Oatea, S. F. iii, p. 340 ; id. 8. F. y, p. 168 ; Qodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B.
xlv,pt. ii, pp. 79, 202 ; Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 466 ; Snme
Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 347 ; Hume, Cat. no. 632 ; Doiy, S. F. viii,

p. 378 ; Btdler, S. F. viii, p. 386 ; Oates, S. F. x, 5. 219 ; Barnes,
Birds Bom. p. 215 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 207 ; Oates in Hume's N. §
E. 2nd ed._i, p. 289.

Biirnesia flaviventris {Dekss.), Sharpe, Cat. E. M. vii, p. 204 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 111.

Coloration. In summer the forehead and crown are dark ashy ;

upper plumage and vrings olive-green ; a whitish ring round the eye

;

sides of the head ashy ; chin, throat, and uppet breast white ; re-

mainder of the lower plumage bright yellow ; tail olive-green, tipped

whitish, and each feather with an obscure subterminal brown patch.

In winter the tail is longer, the feathers are obsoletely tipped

paler and have no subterminal brown patches, and there is also

a short white eyebrow.

The white eyebrow occurs somewhat irregularly in these birds,

but is apparently seasonal.

Birds obtained in the Malay peninsula from Klang to Singapore

are remarkable for the very large size of the bill.

The young resemble the adult in winter, but have the whole
lower plumage pale yellow.

Mouth black ; iris reddish yellow ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black

;

legs orange-fleshy ; claws yellowish. In the non-breeding season

the month is flesh-coloured and the lower mandible is pale.

In winter the length is about 6-5
; taU 3 : wing l'7o ; tarsus -8

;

bill from gape "65 ; in summer the tail measures but slightly over

2 inches and the total length is reduced to about 4-7.

Distribution. Occurs in Sind along the Eastern Nara and at

Sukkur, and is found again in the Nepal Terai and the Bhutan
Doars, extending up the Assam Valley to Sadiya. Prcm the foot

of the Himalayas the range of this bird extends throughout Bengal

to Calcutta, and on the east to the extreme southern end of

Tenasserim and on to Singapore.

Habits, dfc. This species frequents swamps, the banks of rivers and

canals, and grassy plains which are low and liable to inundation.

It breeds from May to September, constructing an oval nest of grass

with an aperture near the top and lined with the finest grass-stems.
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The nest is built in low jungle, generally near water. .
The eggs,

usually four in number, are a bright mahogany-red and measure

•56 by -46.

464. Prinia socialis. The Ashy Wren- Warbler.

Prinia socialis, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89 ; Sli/th, Cat. p. 143 ;
Sorsf.

4- M. Cat. i, p. 321 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 170 ; Hume, N. 8f E. p. 336

;

BiMer, S. F. iii, p. 479; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 497; Oodw.-Aust.

J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 79 ; Leffffe, Birds Ceyl. p. 529 ; Hume,

Cat. no. 534 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 391 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 216
;

Oates in Hume's N. 8r E. 2iid ed. i, p. 291.

Prinia stewarti, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 455 (1847) ; id. Cat. p. 144

;

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 171 ; Hume, N. Sr E. p. 338 ; id. Cat. no. 535
;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 216.

Burnesia socialis (Sykes), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 208.

Prinia poliocephala, A. Anders. P. Z. S. 1878, p. 370, pi. xix ;
Hume,

S. F. vii, p. 319 ; id. Cat. no. 535 bis.

Prinia brevicauda, Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 521 (1878).

Cisticola poliocephala {A. Anders.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 257.

The Bark-ashy Wren- Warbler, Stewart's Wren- Warbler, Jerd.; Phutki,

Kala-phutki, H. ; Pit-pitta, H. in South India.

Coloration. In summer the forehead, crown, nape, back, and

rump are dark ashy ; wings and tail rufous, the latter with whitish

tips and subterminal black patches ; cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of

neck, and the whole lower plumage light buff, the thighs darker

and the centre of the abdomen whitish.

In winter the forehead, crown, and nape are ashy tinged with

rufous ; the back, rump, and upper tail-coverts rufous-brown ; tail

rufous with white tips and subterminal black patches ; wings brown,

edged with rufons ; lores black ; above the lores a short white

evebrow ; chin, throat, and middle of abdomen whitish ; remainder

of lower plumage. buff, darker on the thighs.

In summer the iris is yellowish brown ; bill black ; legs and feet

fleshy {Butler). In winter the bill appears to be black also.

Length in summer about 5 : tail 2-2
; wing 2 ; tarsus -75

; bill

from gape '6
; in winter the total length is about 6 and the tail 3.

The white eyebrow is a characteristic of the winter plumage,

but some birds appear to retain it throughout the summer.
Distribution. Throughout India from the Himalayas to Ceylon.

On the west this species does not occur in the Punjab beyond the

Ohenab river nor in Sind, and it is rare or absent in Cutch and
Guzerat. It is found in the lower ranges of the Himalayas up to

4000 feet and in the hills of Southern India up to 7000. On the

east it occurs as far as the Dapbla hills on the north and the Khdsi
hiUs on the south.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds throughout the above area from March to Sep-
tember. The nest is of two types : one a leaf nest, like that of

the Tailor-bird formed of two or three leaves stitched together, and
the receptacle thus formed filled with cotton, grass, and wool ; and
the other a domed structure of grass, the nest in both cases being
not far from the ground. The eggs, three or four in number, are

deep red and measure -64 by "47.
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465. Friuia sylvatica. The Jungle Wren- Warbler.

Prinia sylvatica, Jerd. Mailr. Journ. L. S. xi, p. 4 (1840) ; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. vii, p. 100, pis. vii, viii ; Oatea in Humes N. 8f B,
2nd ed. i, p. 209.

Prinia neglecta, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. 8. xiii, pt. 2, p. 130 (18'M).

Drymoica sylvatica {Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 142 ; Iluisf. 8r M. Cat. i,

p. 327.

Drymoica neglecta {Jerd.),Blijth, Cat. p. 142 ; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 328.

Urymoica robusla, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xviii, p. 812 (1849) ; id. Cat.

p. 142.

Drymoica valida, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p. 180 (1851) ; Horsf. l^ M.Cat.

p. 828 ; Hu7ne, 8. F. vii, p. 39.5.

Drymoipus aylvaticus (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 181 ; Hume N. Sf E.

p. 351 ; Bai-nes, Birds Bom. p. 230.

Drymoipus neglectu8 (Jerd.), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 182 ; Hume, N. Si- E.

p. 352 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 220.

Drymoipus jerduni (Blyth), aptid Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. iJ40.

Drymoepus rufescens, Hvme, Ibis, 1872, p. 110.

Drymoipus rufescens (Hume), Hume, N. iSr E. p. 351 ; id. 8 F. ii,

p. 453,iii,p.408 ; Butler, 8.F. iii, p. 484 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 219.

Drymoipus insignis, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 10 (1873) ; id. N. ^ E. p. 351

;

Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 484.

Drymoica rufescens (Hume), Ball ^ Hume, 8. F. vii, pp. 217, 218.

Drymoeca rufescens (Hume), Humie, Cat. no. 644 bis.

Drymoeca sylvatica (Jerd.), Hume, Cat. no. 545.

Drymoeca insignis (Hmne), Hume, Cat. no. 545 bis.

Drymoeca valida (Blyth), Hume, Cat. no. 545 ter; Legge, Birds Ceyl.

p. 525, pi. 25
i
Parher, 8. F. ix, p. 480.

Drymoeca neglecta (Jerd.), Hume, Cat. no. 546.

Drymoeca jerdoni (Blyth), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 627 ; Parher, 8. F.

ix, p. 480.

The Jungle Wren- Warbler, The Allied Wren- Warbler, Jerd. ; Kondd-
lotakun-jitta, Tel. ; Tot-rungi, H. in Central India.

Coloration. In the summer the upper plumage is earthy brown
tinged with ruEous, and the head darker and suffused with ashy,

the edges of the wings more lufous; middle tail-feathers brown;
the next pair brown, tipped white and with a subterminal brown
spot ; the others progressively paler and whiter, the outermost pair

becoming almost entirely white ; the whole tail cross-rayed; lores,

a short supercilium, and round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts

grey ; lower plumage very pale buff.

In winter the upper plumage is a warm rufous-brown, the mar-

gins of the wings and tail brighter ; the tail cross-rayed, with

light fulvous tips and dusky subterminal bars ; lores and a super-

cilium to just past the eye whitish ; ear-coverts fulvous-brown with

white shafts ; cheeks light fulvous barred with brown ; entire

lower plumage ochraceous, whitish on the middle of the abdomen.

The young are like the adult in winter plumage, but more rufous

above and deep fulvous below.

In summer the legs and feet are fleshy ; iris hazel ; bill and gape

black ; in winter the bill is brown, yellowish at base.

Length in summer about 6 ; tail 2-6 to 2-9 ; wing 2-2 to 2-5

;

tarsus '8 ; bill from gape •^ ; in winter the total length is about

6-5 and the tail 2-8 to 3-2.

2g2
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After examining.several hundreds of these larger Wren-Warblers
I can come to no other conclusion bat that there is only one species

throughout India, in spite of variations of colour and size. Jerdon

described Drymoipus sylvatieus and D. negleetus very indifferently,

but as both names can only apply to the present species, I have

adopted the first of them for it.

Distribution.- Throughout India from the Himalayas to' Ceylon.

The -western limit a^jpears to be a line drawn from Cutch to

Grarhwdl and the eastern the meridian of longitude passing

through Calcutta. 1 have seen specimens from Grarhwdl and
Kumaun, but from no other part of the Himalayas themselves.

Halits, ^-e. Breeds from June to September, constructing a round-
ish nest of grp,ss in a bush or a clump of grass close to the ground.
The eggs, three to five in number, are pale greenish speckled and
marked with pale reddish brown ; they measure •? by "5.

466. Frinia inornata*. The Indian Wren-Warbler.

Prinia inomata, %kes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 89 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii,

p. 195 ; Oatea, B. B. i, p. 114 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 301.

Sylvia longicaudata. Tick. J. A. S. B. ii, p. 576 (1533).
Prinia fusca, Hodgs. in Ch-ay's Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844) ; id. P. Z. S.

1845, p. 29.

Drymoipua inomatus (Sykes), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 178 ; Sume, N. Sf E.

p. 346 ; id. Sr Senders. Ldh. to York. p. 215, pi. xvii, fig. 1 ; Brooks,

S. F. iii, p. 295, iv, p. 274 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 640

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 218.

Drymoipus longicaudatus (Tick), Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 180; Sume lij-

Senders. Lah. to York. p. 215, pi. xvii, fig. 2 ; Butler 8^ Sume,
S. F.iii, p. 483.

Drymoipus fuscns (Sodgs.), Sume, N. Sr E. p. 348.

Drymoipus terricolor, Sume, N. ^ E. p. 349 ; Butler S^ Sume, S. F.
iii, p. 481 ; Brooks, S. F. iv, p. 229 ; Sume, S. F. iv, p. 407.

Drymoipus longicaudus ( Tick.), Sume, JV. 8r E. p. 360.

Drymoeca inomata {Sykes), Sume, Cat. no. 643 ; Brooks, S. F. vii,

p. 468.

Drymoeca fusca (Sodgs.), Sume, S. F. vii, p. 395 ; id. Cat. no. 543 his.

Drymoeca longicaudata (KcA.), Sume, Cat. no. 544,

The Common Wren- Warbler ; The Long-tailed Wren- Warbler, Jerd.

;

Luta-kumrjitta, Tel. ; Niong-pho, Lepoh.

Coloration. In summer the whole upper plumage is earthy brown,
each feather with a darker centre ; the wings and tail edged with
pale fulvous, the latter cross-rayed ; lores brown ; a supercilium
from the nostrils to just behind the eye, and a ring round the eye
pale fulvous-white ; ear-coverts and under the eye pale brown ; the
whole lower plumage pale buff, the thighs conspicuously darker
than the other parts

; lower aspect of tail whitish, with narrow, ill-

defined, and frequently obsolete subterminal brown spots.

In winter the upper plumage is fulvous-brown, the crown indis-
tinctly streaked with brown ; wings dark brown, edged with rufous

j

* I cannot identify Prinia adamsi, Jerdon (Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 170 ; Blanford
Ibis, 1872, p. 84; Hime, N. ^ E. p. 835; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 215).
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tail rufous-brown, indistinctly cross-rayed and margined with

brighter rufous ; lores, a supercilium to just past the eye, the sides

of the head, and the whole lower plumage pale buff, the thighs con-

spicuously darker ; lower aspect of tail pale rufous with paler tips

and very indistinct, or obsolete, subterminal brown patches.

The young resemble the adults in winter plumage, but are more
rufous above and of a brighter buff below ; the tail is faintly

tipped with rufous, but there are no traces of subterminal bars.

Specimens from Manipur resemble P. inornata in having the

bills black in summer and brown in winter plumage, and in the

character of the tail-marks, but the whole tone of the winter plu-

mage is very tawny. A Bhdmo specimen is nearer to P. inornata

than to P. hlanfordi.

In summer the bill is black ; iris yellowish brown; legs and feet

flesh-colour (Butler).

In winter the bill is brown, pale horny fleshy at the base of

the lower mandible ; legs and feet fleshy-pink, the feet tinged brown-

ish ; iris bright yellow (^Hume).

In winter, length up to 6-5, taU up to 3-6 ; in summer, length up

to about 5-3, tail up to 2-3
; wing '2

; tarsus '8
; bill from gape -6.

Distribution, Distributed as a permanent resident throughout the

whole of India from the Himalayas to the NUgiri hills. At Nadu-
vatam on the Nilgiris this and the next species are found together

and both are typical in coloration and length of tail. P. inornata

extends to the East as far as Manipur, and a Bh^mo specimen is

very close to this species, but the exact range of this and P. hlanfordi

can only be determined with absolute accuracy by summer-killed

specimens. Blyth records P. inornata from Arrakan.

Habits, Sfo. Breeds throughout the rains, constructing a deep purse-

like nest composed entirely of fine grass and attached to some

stems of grass. The eggs, generally four in number, are greenish

blue, spotted, speckled, and blotched with chocolate and red, in

addition to which marks there are usually some delicate interwoven

lines of the same colours. They measure '61 by '45.

467. Prinia jerdoni. The Southern Wren-Warbler,

Drjmoica ]e\&om,Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 459 (1847) ; id. Cat. p. 142

;

Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 180.

Drymoipus jerdoni (Blyth), Hume, S. F. i, p. 437.

Drymoipus fuscus (HodffS.), Hume, N. Sr E. p. 348.

Drymceca inornata (Sytej, apud Fairbanh, S. F. v, p. 406.

Drymoeca insularis, Legffe, Birds Ceyl p. 629, pi. xxv (1879) ; Parker,

S. F. ix, p. 480.

Drymoeca jerdoni (BlytK), Hwme, Cat. no. 544 ter.

Drymoeca mornata (Sykes), Davison, S. F.x,-p. 393.

Prinia jerdoni (Blyth), Oates in Hume's N. 4- F. 2nd ed. i, p. 304.

Coloration. Eesembles P. inornata. Differs in having the sub-

terminal spots on the tail large, dark brown, and distinct, and the

whitish tips very sharply defined ; the tail in winter is shorter, not

exceeding the length of the tail of P. inornata in summer ; the

upper plumage is much darker and less rufous in the winter.



4§4 STLVIID^.

The young bird has the dark spots on the tail developed in an

extraordinary manner.
Of the same dimensions as P. inornata, but the tail in winter

does not exceed 3, and in summer 2.

Distribution. Southern India from Mysore to Cape Comorin

;

Ceylon. This bird occurs at considerable elevations as well as on

the plains, being found on the Palni hills up to^5000 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from April to July, constructing a nest of the

same character as that of P. inornata and laying precissly similar

eggs.

468. Prinia blanfordi. The Burmese Wren- Warbler.

Drymoipua eitensicauda, Swinh. apud Oates, S. F. iii, p. 340.

Drymoeca blanfordi, Wald. in Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 118; Hume, S.

F. V, p. 57 ; id. Cat. no. 543 ter.

Drymoeca extensicauda {Swinh.), apud Oates, S. F. v, p. 159, x,

p. 221 ; Hume, Cat. no. 544 quat. ; id. S. F. xi, p. 215.

Drymoipua extensicaudata, Swinh. apud Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 328.

Drymoica blanfordi, Wald., JSume Sr Bav. S. F. vi, p. 349.

Drymoica extensicauda {Swinh.), apud Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 350
;

Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 186.

Prinia inornata, Sykes, Sharps, Cat. B. M. vii, j). 195 (part.).

Prinia blanfordi ( Wald.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 112 ; id. in Hume's N. Sf E.

2nd ed. i, p. 305.

Coloration. Resembles P. inornata, but at both seasons of the

year there is an appreciable tinge of green running through the

upper plumage ; the pides of the head and the supercilium are

distinctly fulvous ; the subterminal patches on the tail-feathers

are very large and distinct, nearly black and as broad as the feathers,

and the tips are pure white and very well defined. An important

difference is that the bill remains brown throughout the summer.
Iris orange-yellow ; eyeKds plumbeous, the edges orange ; upper

mandible fleshy brown, lower pale fleshy, the tips dusky ; mouth
flesh-coloured ; legs reddish yellow ; claws pinkish horn.

Length in winter 6, in summer 5-2 ; tail in winter 3, in summer
2 to 2-2 ; wing 1'9 ; tarsus -8

; bill from gape "6.

Distribution, Occurs abundantly in suitable localities throughout
Southern Pegu and the valley of the Sittoung river up to Toungngoo.
This bird is also found in Tenasserim as far south as Tavoy.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to August or even later, constructing

a deep purse-like nest of grass, attached to several stalks of elephant
grass or the small branches of a bush or weed not far from the
ground. The eggs, three or four in number, are white or pale
green or pale pink, spotted and blotched with dark purple and
reddish brown. They measure '58 by -44.

P. extensicauda, Swinh., from China, differs from P. inornata in
being much greener above and more yellow below ; and from
P. blanfordi in having the bill black in summer as well as in other
particulars.
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Pig. 138.

—

Laniits lahtora.

Family LANIIDtE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed ' to the' ends oE the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, or the

upper one simply notched or toothed, or both ; hinder aspect of

tarsus smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing

with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line

of forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure

than the upper edge is to the culmen ; plumage of the nestling

cross-barred ; rectrices twelve ; nostrils more or less overhung by

bristles and hairs ; an autumn moult only *.

* Gadow states that some of the Shrikes have a seasonal change of plumage,

I think that he is in error on this point.
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The Laniidoe or Shrikes are a group of birds in which the plumage

of the young is cross-barred, as a rule both above and below. As
thus defined, this group is of the same extent as the Laniidte of

Jerdon, with the exception that the Dicruridm are here separated

from the family.

In the Laniidce, and especially in Lanius, the bill is very strong,

being both hooked and notched. These birds lire almost entirely

on insects, the true Shrikes occasionally seizing a small bird or

mammal. Some descend to the ground to seize their prey, a few
catch inserts entirely on the wing, and others, again, merely search

branches and leaves for their food.

Some of the genera of Laniidce are remarkable for the spinous

character of the shafts of the rump-feathers. These constitute the

subfamily Gampophaginee of Jerdon. The only other Indian bird

possessing this curious structure of the feathers is Pinaroeiehla

(p. 279) ; but whereas in Campophaga and the allied genera it is

the feathers of the rump which are stiffened, in Pinaroeiehla it is

chiefly the feathers of the back.

AU the Laniidce have rictal bristles, a scutellat-ed tarsus, £!,nd

twelve tail-feathers. They have only one moult a year. The young
retain the barred phnnage throughout their first winter, the bars

gradually becoming fewer and some disappearing entirely by a

change of colour in the feather. In some few genera the barred

plumage appears to be retained for two or more years, and traces

of bars may be detected on the breast of what are apparently aged
birds.

I shall divide the Laniidm'xtiio two subfamilies only, the Laniince

and the Artamince.

Wings when folded not reaching beyond middle
of tail; first primary not shorter than
tarsus ; second primary falling short of tip

of wing Laniince, p. 456.
Wings when folded reaching quite to tip of tail

;

first primary very minute, much shorter

than tarsus; second primary longest in

wing Artamince, p. 498.

Subfamily LANIINiE.

This subfamily comprises the true Shrikes, the Pied-Shrikes,
the _Wood-Shrikes, the Jay-Shrikes, the Minivets, and the Cuckoo-
Shrikes.

Key to the Genera.

a. Shafts of rump-feathers soft.

a'. Head not crested.

a". Tail-feathers well graduated.
a'". Bill deep and laterally compressed

;

margin of upper mandible near tip

strongly notched and toothed Lanius, p. 467.
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V". Bill flattened and broad ; margin
of upper mandible near tip merely
notched Hemipus, p. 471.

b". Tail square ; TEPHBODOnisris, p. 473.

b'. Head wim long crest Platylophits, p. 476.

. Shafts of rump-feathers spinous.

c'. Tail greatly graduated, outer feathers less

than half length of tail PBnicaoooTns, p. 477.

d'. Tail moderately graduated, outer feathers

more than three-quarters length of tail,

c". Secondaries falling short of tip of wing
by about length of tarsus Oampophaga, p. 401.

d". Secondaries falling short of tip ofwing by
about twice length of tarsus Gbaucalus, p. 496.

Genus LANIUS, Linn., 1766.

The genus Lanius comprises a very extensive group of birds

found over Asia, Europe, Africa, and North America. Fifteen
species are found within our limits, some of which are resident,

others winter visitors, and a few locally migratory. With few
exceptions they occur abundantly over large tracts of country.

In Lanius the sexes are always alike, but the females appear to

retain traces of the barred plumage of the nestling longer than the
males. The bill is very strong and laterally compressed, with a
large tooth and a deep notch near the tip of the upper mandible,
which is bent down and hooked. The nostrils are roundish and
overhung by numerous hairs and bristles, but not completely
hidden. The wings are strong. The tail is generally longer than
the wing, but in a few instances about equal to it, and strongly

graduated. The plumage is firm. The head of a Shrike is rather
larger in proportion to the size of the body than is usual in the
other Passeres, and in life' this character is very evident in the

majority of the species.

The Shrikes are solitary birds, frequenting spkre jungle, gardens,

fields, and the outskirts of forests. They perch on some prominent
object such as a post or a bare branch and watch for insects, which
they capture on the ground and return to their perch to devour.

Some species have the habit of impaling their prey on a thorn and
then tearing it to pieces. Their notes are harsh and at times

frequently uttered.

The Shrikes make, in trees and bushes, large cup-shaped nests,

composed of fine" twigs, grass, and dead leaves intermingled with

other substances. The number of eggs laid is usually four or five,

and they may be described in general terms as being greenish

white, blotched and spotted vidth various shades of brown and pale

purple.
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Key to the Sjpeeies.

a. Upper tail-coverts and middle pair of

tail-feathers oftotally dilfereiitcolours.
^

a'. A white patch on primaries.

a". Tail entirely black and white, the

two colours abruptly defined.

a'". Back grey.

a*. Two middle pairs of tail-

feathers entirely black,

a'. Lesser wing-coverts black

with grey tips L. lahtora, p. 459.

4'. Lesser wing-coVerts entirely

grey,

a". Inner webs of secondaries

chiefly white L. assimilis, p. 460.

5°. Inner webs of secondaries

chiefly black L.faUax, p. 460.

6'. All the tail-feathers broadly

white at their base L. homeyeri, p. 461.

V". Back chestnut.

c*. Upper tail-coverts whitish

grey L. vittatus, p. 462.

d*. Upper tail-coverts chestnut . . L. coUurioides, p. 462.

b''. Tail black or brown and rufous,

blending into each other.

c'". Crown of head black L. nigriceps, p. 463.

-d'". Crown of head grey L. erythronotus, p. 464.
6'. No white patch on primaries.

c". Head and back grey L. tephronotus, p. 465.
d". Head grey, back chestnut L. coUwi-io, p. 466.

b. Upper tail-coverts and middle pair of

tail-feathers of same colour.

c'. Crown ofhead and back nearly of the

same rufous or sandy colour.
«''. Tail shorter than wing ; outer tail-

feathers faUing short of tip of tail

by about half length of tarsus.

e'". An indistinctwhite superciUum

;

lores whitish L. tsabellinus, p. 467.
/'". A very distinct white super- ,j^.

cilium ; lores deep black L. phcenicuroides, p.M
/". Tail equal to or longer than wing; i^

outer tail-feaihers falling short of .,"

tip of tail by about length of :'

tarsus.

g'"- Whole crownrufous, darkerthan
hack L. crigtatus, p. 468.

h'". Anterior part of crown greyish
white

;
posterior part greyish

brown like back X. lucionensis, p. 469.
d'. Crown grey ; back chestnut barred

with black z. tigrinus, p. 470.



LANIUS. 459

The Grey Shrikes, of which there are four representatives in India,

are very numerous and are not easily distinguished. The four
Indian species, however, are sufficiently distinct and may be
recognized without difficulty.

The following species may hereafter be found to occur within our
limits :—(1) L. minor, a small species with the lower plumage'in the
adult tinged with pink, and with a very small first primary, less than
a third of the length of the second. Swinhoe obtained this species

at Kandahar. (2) L. grimmi, a pale desert form, very light ashy
grey above, the lores whitish and the eye-band pale brown ; the
tail white at the base as in L, homeyeri • the basal halves of the inner
webs of the secondaries white, the remainder of each feather brown,
not black. A specimen was obtained by Blanford at Bahu Keldt
in Persian Baluchistan, in February. Other forms may not im-
probably be found in Sind and the Punjab, as the Shrikes are great
wanderers, but space will ilbt allow of their being noticed here.

469. Lanius lahtora. The Indian Orey Shrilce.

Collurio lahtora, Syhes, P. Z. 8. 1882, p. 86 ; Gray ^ Hardw. III. Ind.
Zool. ii, pi. 32 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 174 ; id. JV. ^ F. p. 165.

Lanius lahtora (Sykes),Blyth, Cat. p. 151 ; Sorsf. Sf M. Cat. i, p. 163
;

Jerd. B. I. i, p. 400; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 235:
Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 462; BaU, 8. F. vii, p. 209; Hume, Cat. no.

256 ; Bm-nes, 8. F. ix, p. 216 ; Oadoio, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 252

;

Bai"nei, Birds Bom. p. 148 ; bates in Hume's N. S^ E. 2nd ed. i.

p. 806.

Dudiya latora, Hind. ; 8afed latora, Hind, in the N.W.; Kach-hacha-
latora, Beng. ; Chinha beUincM, Pedda kiriti-gadu, Tel.

Fig. 139 —Head of L. lahtora.

Coloration. Porehead, lores, and a broad band through the eye

and ear-coverts down the side of the neck black, th^ frontal portion

indistinctly margined with white above; upper plumage bluish

grey, paler on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; scapulars white
;

the middle two pairs of tail-feathers black with narrow white tips
;

the next two pairs very narrowly white at base and broadly white
at tip ; the outer two pairs white, with the shafts and some small

portions of the webs near them black ; wing-coverts black, the

lesser series tipped with grey
;
primaries with the basal half white,
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the terminal half black with narrow white tips ; secondaries with the

outer webs black, tipped white, the inner webs white except at the

base, where they are black ; tertiaries black with white tips ; the

whole lower plumage pure white.

Iris dark brown ; legs, feet, and bill black (Butler).

Length about 10; tail 4-6 ; wing 4-3; tarsus 1-15; bill from
gape 1-05.

The amount of black on the forehead and white on the tail in-

creases with age. The amount of white on the wing appears to

be constant at all ages.

Distribution. A permanent resident in the plains of India from
Sind and the Punjab to the Eajmehal Hills, Manbhoom and
Lohardugga in Western Bengal ; to the south this species does not

appear to be found further than Belgaum, from which part Butler

records it, and Chdnda in the Central Provinces, where Blanford
met with it. It is confined to the plains and does not ascend the

Himalayas nor any of the hUl-ranges. It extends into Afghanistan.

Habits, ^'c. Breeds according to locality from January to

August, constructing a very massive nest of varied materials in trees

in open plains. The eggs, varying in number from three to six,

measure about 1'03 bv "79.

470. Laniiis assimilis. The Allied Grey Shrike.

Lanius assimilis, Brehm, Joum. fur Orn. 1864, p. 146 : Gadow,
Cat. B. M. viii, p. 249.

Golorati&n. Eesembles L. lahtora in general appearance. Differs

in having only the hairs overhanging the nostrils black, not the
forehead ; the upper plumage pale grey ; the lesser vsnng-cov.erts

entirely grey ; the white on the inner webs of the secondaries less

pure and rather smaller in extent, and the lower plumage faintly

tinged with pink.

The colour of the iris &c. does not appear to have been recorded.
Length about 9 ; tail 4-3 ; wing 4-2 ; tai-sus 1 ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. No specimens of this species are contained in the
Hume Collection, but there are three in the British Museum which
were obtaiued within our limits—one at Daulatpnr in Sind, and
one at Kardchi by Dr. Q-ould, and a third in tlie Punjab by Briga-
dier Hearsay. Dr. Aitchison procured this bird in Afghanistan,
and it occurs at Fao on the Persian Gulf and in Mesopotamia.
Gadow gives the range of this species as extending from Sennaar

and the White Nile through Turkestan to the Amoor.

471. Lanius fallaz. Finseh's Grey Shrike.

Lanius fallax, Fimch, Tram. Z. Sac. vii, p. 249, pi. xxv ("1870 •

Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 247, pi. viii.
v

-'
>

Coloration. Eesembles L. lahtora in general appearance. Differs
in having the black on the frontal part of the head confined to the
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bristles over the nostrils and to a very narrow band at the base of

the upper mandible ; in having the inner webs of the secondaries

blackish brown margined with white and the lower plumage tinged

with ashy ; in having the upper plumage paler grey ; andin having
the lesser wing-coverts entirely grey.

Of the same size as L. lahtora.

From L. assimUis this species differs in having the inner webs of

the secondaries almost entirely brown and in having " the upper
plumage darker.

L. assimilis and L. fallax are very closely allied, but there is no
difficulty in separating the two, if the inner webs of the secondaries

be examined. Neither of them can possibly be confounded with
L. lahtora, the colour of the lesser wing-coverts being sufficient at

all ages to distinguish the latter from the other two.
Distribution. I have examined the four birds procured in Abyssinia

by Jesse and named L. fallax by Finsch. To the same species must
be referred a Shrike procured by Blanford at Gwadar in Baluchistan
in December, and another procured by Lieut. Burgess, probably in

the Deccan. .1 have not been able to examine any. other specimens
collected within our limits.

L.fallax occurs in Abyssinia and Nubia, Palestine, Mesopotamia,
Muscat, and Afghanistan.

472. Lanius homeyeri. Homeyer's Orey Shrike.

Lanius homeyeri, Cahanii, Journ. fiXr Orn. 1873, p. 75 ; Seiiertzoff,

S. F. Hi, p. 430 ; Scully, 8. F. iv, p. 136 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1861,

p. 51 ; Sculli/, Ibis, 1881, p. 432 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 242.

Coloration. Forehead, nasal plumes, and a narrow superciUum
white ; anterior part of lores white, posterior part and a band to

the end of the ear-coverts black ; upper plumage pale grey ; scapu-

lars, lower rump, and upper tail-coverts white ; the middle pair of

tail-feathers white for one third of their length at the base, then

black with a narrow white tip ; the next two pairs with more
white at base and broader white tips ; the remaining feathers

nearly entirely whit6 ; lesser wing-coverts grey ; the outer coverts

black ;
primaries and secondaries broadly white at base on both

webs, then black with indistinct white tips ; tertiaries wholly black

;

lower plumage white with, in most eases, traces of wavy bars on

the breast.

Upper mandible black, the edge whitish at gape ; lower mandible

black at tip, whitish horny at base ; legs, feet, and claws black

{Scully).

Length about 10 ; tail 4-7 ; wing 4"6 ; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from

gape 1'05.

This species is closely allied to L. excuMtor of Europe, from which

it differs in having more white on the lores, wings, and tail.

Distribution. Gilgit, on migration in spring and autumn.

This species is found in Turkestan in winter, and it extends

westwards to Eussia and northwards to Siberia.
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473. Lanius vittatus. The Bay-backed Shrike.

Lanius vittatus, Valenciennes, Vict. Se. Nat. xl, p. 227 (1826)

;

Hume, N. 4- E. p. 173 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 209 ; Hume, Cat. no. 260;

Damson, S. F. x, p. 365 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 280 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 144; Oates in Hu7ne\ N. 8r E. 2nd ed. i, p. 311.

CoUurio bardwickii, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831
, p. 42 ; Gould, Cent. pi. 12,

fig. 1.

Lanius hardwickii ( Vigors), Blyth, Cat. p. 152 ; H^rsf. Sf M. Cat.

i, p. 163 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 405 ; Stoticzka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii,

pt. ii, p. 26.

Pachandk, Hind. ; Chota kUotm-a, Beng. ; Chinna hdincki, Venne-dega,

Tel ; Kichang kuravi, Tam.

Qoloration. Forehead, anterior part of crown, and a broad band

encircling the eye and reaching to the end of the ear-coverts deep

black ; the black of the crown succeeded by a more or less white

band shading off into grey on the nape and hind neck ; back and
scapulars deep chestnut-maroon ; rump white, shading into grey on

the upper tail-coverts ; wings entirely black, occasionally some of

the feathers narrowly margined with pale rufous or white ; a

broad white patch at the base of the primaries ; the middle pair of

tail-feathers entirely black ; the others partially white at base, then

black, and tipped with white, the outermost feather being nearly

entirely white ; chin, throat, lower abdomen, and under tail-coverts

white; breast and upper abdomen fulvous, becoming dark ferru-

ginous on the flanks.

The young are fulvous above barred with black, and white below

with wavy brown bars on the breast and sides.

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet dusky plumbeous or black ; bill

black, paling at the base of the lower mandible (Butler) ; iris

reddish brown (Hume).
Length about 7'5 ; tail 3'4 ; wing 3"3 ; tarsus "85 ; bill from

gape -7.

Distribution. The whole peninsula of India to Mysore and the

foot of the Nilgiris in the south, and to Bhutan, the Rajmehal hills,

and Midnapore on the east. This species ascends the Himalayas
to 4000 or 5000 feet. It is resident, and extends into Afghanistan

and Baluchistan.

Habits, Sic. Breeds from April to September, constructing a
nest in trees or hedgerows. The eggs, five or six in number, are

of the usual Shrike type and measure about -83 by "66.

474. Lanius collurioides. The Burmese Shrike.

Lanius collurioides, Lesson, Voy. B4lang. p. 250 (1884) ; Godw.-
Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. ii, p. 157 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped.,
Aves, p. 646; Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi, p. 203; Hu?ne, Cat.
no. 260 ter; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 171 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 250;
Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 2S9; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 92.

Lanius hypoleucos, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvii, p. 249 (1848) ; id. Cat.

p. 152 ; Blanf. Ibis, 1870, p. 468 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 90.

Hnet-heloo, Burm.
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Coloration. Forehead, lores, ear-coverts, and round the eyes

blackish ; crown, nape, and sides of the neck ashy, paling poste-

riorly ; back, rump, scapulars, and upper tail-coverts chestnut

;

wing- coverts brown, edged with ferruginous ; tertiaries the same ;

primaries and secondaries dark brown, narrowly edged on the outer

webs with whitish ; the inner webs of all white at the base ; the

fifth to tenth primaries also with a white spot on the outer web
near the base ; the outermost pair of tail-feathers white with black

shafts ; the next white, vidth a large black patch on the inner web ;

the others black, tipped with white ; under wing-coverts mixed
black and white ; lower plumage pale fulvous.

Iris pale reddish brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; the gape
and the greater portion of the lower mandible flesh-colour ; mouth
flesh-colour ; legs plumbeous ; claws horn-colour.

Length 8 ; tail 4 ; wing 3-5
; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape -8.

In this species the colour of the crown and nape varies from

dark to pale ashy. In many birds the base of the forehead and
the lores are white, a feature which is neither seasonal nor sexual

but probably due to age. The nestling has the head fulvous and
the back rufous, both parts cross-barred with dark brown ; the

lower plumage is barred with wavy brown lines.

Distribution. The Eastern portion of the Empire from Manipur
through Burma as far south as Amherst and the Thoungyeen
valley in Tenasserim. Wardlaw Eamsay observed this species in

Karennee. It is in some measure a migrant, but its movements are

probably of limited extent. I have examined specimens of it killed

in Burma in every month in the year except May. It is, however,

very- rare from March to June and very common at other times,

and it probably breeds in the mountainous-and less-known parts of

Burma east of the Salweeu river.

475. Lanius nigriceps. The Black-headed Shrike.

CoUurio nigriceps, FranUin, P. Z. S. 18S1, p. 117 ; Hume, N, ^E.
p. 172.

Lauius nigriceps (FranU.), Blyth, Cat. p. 151 ; Harsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 166 ; Jerd. JB. I. i, p. 4i[)4
; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves,

p. 644 ; Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, p. 202 : Onpps, S. F. vii, p. 268|
Hume, Cat. no. 259 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 264 ; Gadow, Cat.^
M. viii, p. 268 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 144 ; Hume, S. F. xi,

p. 89 ; Oaies in Hume's W. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p. 315.

Lanius nasutus (Scop.), apud Oates, B. B. i, p. 248.

Sahrik-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, lores, and sides of

the head and neck black ; upper part of the back ashy ; remainder

of back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and scapulars chestnut ; wing-

coverts black
;
quills dark brown, the tertiaries broadly, the other

quills narrowly, margined with rufous ; a white patch at the j^^
of the primaries ; tail-feathers black, more broadly tipped and mar-
gined with rufous from the middle pair to the outer pair, the two
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outer pairs frequently suffused with rufous and the outer webs
entirely of this colour; cheeks, chin, and throat white, blending

softly into the pale rufous of the breast ; middle of the abdomen
albescent ; remainder of lower plumage rather bright rufous.

The young are barred both above and below with brown.
Iris dull reddish brown ; eyelids pinkish plumbeous ; biU dark

horny black ; the base of the lower mandible and the gape fleshy

plumbeous ; mouth flesh-colour ; legs dark brownj claws black.

JiCngth nearly 10 ; tail 5 ; wing 3"8 ; tarsus 1'2 ; bill from gape 1

.

The plumage of this species is very variable, especially with

regard to the extent and depth of tint of the grey on the back.

The reader is referred to Hume's excellent summary of the plumage
of this Shrike for full particulars. The name L. nasutus. Scop.,

by which I designated this species in the ' Birds of Burmah,'
appears to be applicable to the race from the Philippine Islands

only, in which the grey of the back is very fully developed.

Bistrihution. The Himalayas from Garhw^l to Assam up to

about 5000 feet ; the plains of India east of a line drawn from
Garhw^ through Etawah, Eaipur, and Goomsur, from which latter

place Jerdon records this species ; Assam and the whole of the

tract south of this province down to Tenasseiim, where Davison
procured specimens at various localities as far south as Kyikto near
Moulmein.

This species extends into Siam and Cochin China.
Habits, (Sfc. Breeds from May to September, constructing a nest

in bushes, hedges, and trees. The eggs, usually four in number,
measure about -92 by 'lb.

476. Lanius erythronotus. The Rufous-hacked Shrike.

Oollurio erythronotus, Vigoi-s, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 42 ; Gould, Cent.

pi. 12, fig. 2 ; Sume, N. ^ E. p. 167.

Lanius caniceps, Blyth, J. A. S. B. iv, p. 302 (18461 ; id. Cat.

p. 151 ; Horrf. Sr M. Cat. i, p. 164 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 374

;

Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 388 ; Hume, Cat. no. 257 bis : Damon, S.
F. X, p. 364 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 265.

Collyrio caniceps {Blyth), Hume, N. Sr E. p. lt'9.

Lanius erythronotus
(
Vigors), Blythr, Cat. p. 151 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 164; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 402; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix,
pt. ii, p. 268 ; Hume 8r Hendei-s. Lah. to Yarh. pp. 166, 182
Ball, S. F. vii, p. 200 : Hume, Cat. no. 257 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881
p. 51 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 433 ; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 263
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 143 ; Oates in Httme's N. ^ E. 2nd ed
i, p. 318.

Lanius affinis, Legge, S. F. iv, p. 243 (1876).

Mattiya latora, Kajala latora, Hind. ; Terra belinchi, Tel.

Coloration. Forehead and a broad band through the eye to the
ear-coverts deep black ; crown, nape, sides of neck, hind neck, and
upper back clear pale grey; scapulars, lower back, rump, and
upper tail-coverts ferruginous; wing-coverts black, the larger
series tipped with pale rufous; quills blackish, the primaries
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narrowly, the others broadly, edged with pale rufous ; the middle
three pairs of tail-feathers black with rufous tips ; the others

brown with broader tips ; chin, throat, and upper breast white

;

remainder of lower plumage rufous, more or less albescent on the

middle of the abdomen.
Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet brownish black

(Butler).

Length about 10 ; tail 47 ; wing 3-6
; tarsus 1-1 ; bill from

gape '9.

The amount of rufous on the back and scapulars varies very

much in this species, but not according to locality. Some Hima-
layan birds have the entire back and scapulars rufous. The
majority of the birds from Southern India have the upper back
grey and the scapulars merely tinged with rufous. Between these

two extremes there is a connected series of specimens, and some
birds from Bind and Oudh are absolutely identical with others

from Ceylon. I am quite unable therefore to recognize two species

based on the colour of the back and scapulars, and I can discover

no other character by which the southern race L. caniceps may be
separated from L. eryihronotus.

L. schaeh from China resembles L. eryihronotus, but is much
larger, the black of the forehead extends back to the eyes and is

sharply defined from the grey.

L. hentet from Sumatra, Java, &c., is also an allied species in

which the black of the forehead is produced far back over the
crown and blends with the grey of the nape.

L. fuseatus from Southern China has the greater part of the

head, wings, and tail black and the remainder of the plumage dark
brown.

Distribution. The whole of India proper from Kashmir to Cape
Comorin and from Sind to Bengal ; also Ceylon. The furthest

point east to which this species extends appears to be Mymeasing,
where G-odwin-Austen met with it.

This Shrike is apparently a permanent resident in most parts of

the plains and the lower ranges of the Himalayas, but in summer
it visits Gilgit and the higher raijges up to 6000 or 7000 feet.

It extends to Baluchistan, Afghanistan, and Turkistan, probably

as a summer visitor only to the latter country.

Habits, Sfo. Breeds throughout India from March to September.
The nest and eggs are similar to those of the preceding species

and the latter measure about '92 bv '71

.

477. Lanius tephronotus. The Orey-backed Shrike.

Collurio tephronotus, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 43 ; JBunte, iV. ^ B.

p. 171.

Lanius tephronotus ( Vigors), Blyth,' Cat. p. 151 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 166 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 403; Btanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 47

;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 643; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 202; Cri'ppa, S.F. vii,p. 267; HurM, S. F. vii,p. 374; id. Cat.

VOL. I. 2 H



466 LANIIDJE.

no. 258 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 264 ; Qadow, Cat. B. M. Vui, p. 260

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 249 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 88 ; Oates in Hiim^s N.

k JE. 2nd ed. i, p. 325.

Bhadraya, Nep. Hills ; Bagaha tentha, Nep. plains ; Sakrik-pho,

Lepcli. ; Totem, Bhut.

Coloration. Forehead and a broad band through the eye to the

ear-coverts deep black; crown, nape, hind neck, back, scapulars,

and lesser wing-coverts dark bluish grey; rump and upper tail-

coverts chestnut ; tail dark brown, obsoletely cross-rayed and the

feathers margined with rufous; median and greater coverts,

secondaries and tertiaries blackish, broadly margined with pale

rufous; primary-coverts and primaries blackish, very narrowly

margined with rufous ; chin, throat, upper breast, and middle of

abdomen white ; remainder of lower plumage ferruginous.

Birds with signs of immaturity about them, such as bars, have

the whole upper plumage suffused with rufous.

Nestlings have the upper plumage rufous barred with black ; the

eye-band barely indicated ; throat whitish ; lower plumage rufous

barred with black.

Bill black ; base of lower mandible yellowish horny ; iris dark
brown ; feet and claws black (Scully).

Length 9 '5 ; tail 5 ; wing 4-2
; tarsus l-l ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the Himalayas between the Sutlej

valley and Assam, to the plains of Bengal and Assam, the hill-tracts

south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Cachar, Tipperah, and Burma,
extending down to about Pahpoon on the Salween river. I failed to

meet with this species in Pegu, but Blyth records it from Arrakan.
In summer this Shrike appears to ascend the Himalayas, to

breed from 5000 to 9000 feet, or even higher, and to penetrate into

Tibet and "Western China.

Habits, Sfc. A nest found at Bhim Tal in Kumaun, on the 28th
May, by Colonel G. P. L. Marshall contained five eggs, and was in

a bush about three feet from the ground. There is little that is

trustworthy on record about the nidification of this Shrike.

478. LauiuB collorio. The Red-bached Shrike.

Lanius coUurio, Linn. Syst. JVai. i, p. 136 (1766) ; Butler, S. F. iii,

p. 463; Hume, Cat. no. 260 bis; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 435;
Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 286 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 145.

Enneoctonus collurio, Blyth, Cat. p. 153.

Coloration. Feathers at the base of the upper mandible and a
broad band through the eye to the end of the ear-coverts black

;

forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, rump, and upper tail-coverts
bluish grey ; back, scapulars, and the visible portions of the wing-
coverts dull chestnut; quills and primary-coverts dark brown
margined with pale rufous ; the tertiaries almost entirely rufous
with pale margins ; the fourmiddle tail-feathers black ; the others
two thirds white, then black and tipped white ; lower plumaae
white, tinged with pink on the breast and abdomen.
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The nestling is rufous above aud pale fulvous below, finely and
closely barred with black or dark brown.

Iris dark ; legs and feet black j bill black, pale at base of lower
mandible {Butler).

Length about 7-5 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 3-6 ; tarsus -95 ; bill from
gape -8.

Distribution. This Shrike was obtained by Colonel Butler at

Deesa in Northern Guuerat in September. Dr. Scully states that
it occurs in Grilgit during the autumn migration, and he observed
it in that district in September and November. It has not been
recorded from any other portion of the Empire.

In summer this Shrike is found in Turkestan, and westwards to

Europe. In winter it extends to South Africa *-

479. Lanius isabellinus. The Pale-brown Shrike.

Lanius isabellinus, Ehrenb. Symh. Phys., Aves, fol. e, note (1828)

;

IVald. Ibis, 1867, p. 224, partim. ; Hume, Cat. no. 262 ; Gadow,
Cat. P.M. viii, p. 277; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 433; Pames, Pirds
Pom. p. 146.

Lanius arenarius, Plyth, J. A. S. P. xv, p. 304 (1846) ; Jerd. P. I.

i, p. 407 ; IVald. Ibis, 1867, p. 223 ; Hume ^ Henders. Lah. to

Yark. p. 183, pi. iii ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 174; Putkr, S. F. iii,

p. 464 ; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 137.

Coloration. Crown, nape, hind neck, back, scapulars, upper rump,
and lesser wing-coverts ashy brown with a tinge of rufous ; fore-

head pale rufous ; lower rump and upper tail-coverts rather bright

rufous ; tail dull rufous ; feathers at base of upper mandible, lores,

and eyebrow fulvous-white ; a spot in front of the eye and the

ear-coverts black ; entire lower plumage pale fulvous, tinged with
rosy buil on the flanks in freshly moulted birds ; wings brown
edged with fulvous, the primaries with a white spot at base barely

visible beyond the primary-coverts.

The young is pale fulvous, the upper plumage closely barred with
black and the lower with some wavy cross-bars.

Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown, horny flesh-colour below except

tip of lower mandible ; legs and feet slaty black {Butler).

Length 7"5 ; tail 3-4 ; wing 3-6 ; tarsus *9.; bill from gape "85.

* Lanius anrimtlatus, P. L. S. Miill., has been recorded from Daulatpur

in Sind by Mr. Murray, but under circumstances which render it eooiewhat

doubtful whether the specimen said to have been procured at that place was

really shot there. Hume {8. F. vii, p. 110) aud Blanford {8. F. vii, p. 526)

have discussed the question, and the reader is referred to their remarks. I

shall content myself with describing the specimen referred to as having been

procured in Sind. It is a fully adult bird, and is contained in the Hume
Collection.

Forehead and lores white ; anterior half of crown and a broad band through

the eye to the end of the ear-coTCrts black; remainder of crown and nape

chestnut ; sides of neck and the back black ; upper rump ashy ; lower rump,
upper tail-coverls, and scapulars white ; wings black, with a large white patch

on the primaries; tail white at base, then black and tipped white; lower

plumage white.

Length about 75 ; tail 3'3 ; wing 4 ; tarsus '9
; bill from gape -85.

2h2
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Some birds, apparently adult, have the ear-coverts brown. This

character does not, however, appear to be sexual.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the north-west portion of the

Empire, where it is found from August or September to March.

This species has been observed as far east as Mughal Sarai, near

Benares, anid south to Cutch, Kattywar, Seoni, and Eaipur.

In winter it extends to Afghanistan, Persia, Arabia, and portions

of north-east Africa. In summer it is found in Turkestan and

Kashghar, where it breeds.

480. Lanius phoenicuroides. The Rufous Shrike.

Lanius isabellinus {Hanrpr. 8f Ehrenh.'), apwd Walden, Ibis, 1867,

p. Wipartim, pi. v, fig. 1.

Lanius phcenicuroides, Severtz. Joum. fiir Orn. 1873, p. 347 (descr.

nulla); Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 434; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 278.

Coloration. Resembles L. isabellinus. DifEers in having the

crown distinctly rufous and the back ashy brown, the two parts

contrasting ; the supercilium very distinctly defined and pure white
;

the lores entirely deep black and the band through the eye extending

to above the eye; the white patch on the primaries larger and
projecting distinctly beyond the primary-coverts for about one fifth

of an inch.

Of the same size as L. isabellinus.

Distribution. A specimen of this species obtained by Dr. G-ould

at Hyderabad, in Sind, is figured by Lord Walden {I. c). Scully

informs us that he observed this species in Gilgit during the

autumn migration, and Biddulph procured it at the same place in

September and October.

Outside our limits this species appears to have much the same
distribution as L. isabellinus.

L. speculigerus has occurred at Kandahar and may be found here-

after in the Punjab or Sind. From L. isabellinus it differs in having
the whole of the lores deep black and iroTxiL. phoenicuroides in having

the white wing-patch extremely large and projecting quite one
third of an inch beyond the primary-coverts. These three species

of rufous-tailed Shrikes are very distinct, and it is not difficult to

separate them.

481. Lanius cristatus. The Brown Shrike.

Lanius cristatus, Linn. Si/st. Nat. i, p. 134 ; Jerd. B.I. i, p. 406

;

Wald. Ibis, 1867, p. 212 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 176 ; id. ^ Benders.
Lah. to York, p 182 : Butler, S. F. iii, p. 464 ; Anders. Yunnan
Exped., Aves, p. 645 ; Leffge, Birds Ceyl. p. 377 ; Hume, Cat.
no. 261 ; Oadmo, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 271 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 252

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 145 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 92 ; Oates in Hume's
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 326.

Lanius phcenicurus, Pall. Sets. Huss. Reichs, iii, p. 693 {"1776") •

Wald. Ibis, 1867, p. 216, pi. v, fig. 2.

Enneootonus cristatus (Linn.), Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i, p. 167.

Kdhhdti, Beng. ; Kher Khetta, Hind. ; Batti gadu, Batti-kiriti-gadu
Tel,; Hnet-beloo, Bui-m. " '
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Coloration. Forehead and a well-defined supercilium wh^
more or less pure according to age ; upper plumage and lesser

wing-coverts reddish brown, purer and brighter red on the crown,
nape, aod sides of the neck ; median and greater coverts and quills

dark brown margined with rufous ; tail reddish brown with pale
tips ; cheeks, chin, and throat white ; remainder of lower plumage
fulvous.

Perfect adults have no bars on either the upper or the lower
plumage, but such unbai-red birds are comparatively rare; the
majority have traces of bars on the breast and flanks. Nestlings
are profusely barred with dark brown on every portion of the

plumage and the eye-band is brown. It takes two or more years

for this bird to attain mature plumage.

The upper mandible in front of the nostrils and the tip of the

lower dark horn ; remainder of the bill pale bluish ; mouth flesh-

colour ; iris dark brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs bluish brown ;

claws black.

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3"5 ; wing 3"4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
gape '9.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the whole of the Empire except

that portion lying to the west of a line roughly drawn from the

Sutlej valley to Mount Abu ; Ceylon ; the Andamans.
Although a winter visitor to India, there is evidence to show

that this Shrike in some cases remains in portions of the Empire
throughout the year. There are numerous specimens in the Hume
Collection killed in the Andamans throughout the summer months.

There is also in the British Museum a young bird killed at

Ahmednagar in the Bombay Presidency on the 19th August which
looks as if it had been bred in India. The nest of this species has

not yet been discovered within our limits, but it may not im-

probably be found on the higher ranges of the Himalayas, if not

in some portions of the plains.

In winter this Shrike is also found in Cochin China and Siam,

the Malay peninsula and Southern China. In summer it is spread

over Tibet, Mongolia, and portions of Siberia.

L. superciliosus is closely allied to the present species, but it has

the forehead and supercilium white, very plainly defined from the

other parts of the head, and the whole upper plumage a rich

chestnut. Hume is of opinion that this species is merely a stage

of L. cristatus, but it appears to me to be a very distinct species

confined to Japan, China, and the Malay peninsula and never

found even in Burma.

482. Lanius Incionensis. The Philippine Shrike.

Lanius lucionensis, Linn. Syat. Nat. i, p. 136 (1766) ; Wald. Ihis,

1867, p. 215 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 199 ; Wald. Tram. Z. S. ix, p. 171,

pi. XXIX, fig. 1 ; Hvme ^ JDav. S. F. vi, p. 205 ; Legge, Birds

Ceyl. p. 378, note ; Hume, Cat. no. 261 his ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 251-;

OadoiB, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 274.
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Coloration. The forehead and a distinct supercilium greyish

white ; the feathers immediately at the base of the upper mandible,

the lores, and a broad streak passing through the eyes and covering

the ear-coverts black ; the whole upper plumage and scapulars

greyish brown, tinged with rufous on the rump and upper tail-

coverts; tail brown, tinged with rufons and tipped paler; chin,

throat, and sides of neck white ; remainder of lower plumage pale

buff; the coverts and the wing dark brown, each feather edged
with rufous, more broadly so on the tertiaries than elsewhere.

The young have the upper plumage brown closely barred with
black, and the lower plumage yellowish or buffy white; all the

feathers except those on the chin, throat, middle of breast, and
abdomen barred with dark brown.

Legs and feet dull leaden blue; the upper mandible horny
brown, edged whitish near the gape ; the terminal third of the
lower mandible horny brown ; the basal two thirds bluish or
fleshy white ; irides brown {Davison).

Length 8 ; tail 3'6 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape '9.

Distribution. The Andamans and Nicobars ; the extreme southern
part of Tenasserim ; the Mefgui Islands. In the Andamans this

Shrike appears to be a permanent resident, for in the Hume
Collection are specimens killed in these islands in almost every
month of the year. It is said to have oecuiTed in Ceylon.
In winter this species is found in the Malay peninsula and the

Philippine Islands, and it passes the summer in Northern China.

483. Lanius tigrimis. The TUck-lilled Shrike.

Lanius tigrinus, Drapiez, Diet Class. Hist. Nat. xiii, p. 523 (1828) :

Blyth, Cat. p. 152; Gadow, Cat. B. M. viii, p. 289.
Lanius magHiroNtris, Lesson, Voy. Belanqer, p. 251 (1834) ; Wald

Ibis, 1867, p. 220, pi. vi, 1871, p. 173
;' Hume Sr Dav. S. F. vi"

p. 203 ; Hume, Cat. no. 2e0quat. ; Gates, B. B. i. p. 253.
Enneoctonus tigrinus {Drop.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 168.

Coloration. The whole head above, nape, sides of neck, and a
portion of the upper back grey ; the forehead, lores, and a broad
band covering the eye and ear-coverts black; back, rump, and
upper tail-coverts, the scapulars, and the lesser and median wing-
coverts chestnut, barred across with black; greater wing-coverts
and tertiaries dull chestnut, dusky interiorly and tipped pale

; pri-
maries and secondaries brown, edged niirrowly with rufous ; tail
reddish brown, all but the middle pair of feathers tipped 'with
white ; the whole tail obsoletely barred across, and with a darker
bar in front of the white tips ; the entire lower plumage creamy
white, a small portion of the flanks near the thighs barred with
brown.

The young have the whole upper plumage, including the head
reddish brown closely barred with black; and the whole lower
plumage, except the throat and the middle of the breast and abdo-
men, is barred with dark brown; there is no black stripe on the
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side of the head, the whole of that part being fulvous speckled and
mottled with brown ; the quills and tail are the same as in the

adult.

Birds in adult plumage are comparatively rare, but are met with

at all seasons of the year. The majority of birds of both sexes are

in various stages of immature plumage, showing that the adult

plumage is not assumed under two or three years.

Legs and feet pale plumbeous blue, lavender-blue, sometimes
almost smalt-blue ; irides brown ; edges of eyelids black ; more or

less of both mandibles pale plumbeous or pale dull blue {Hume ^
Davison).

Length 6-8 ; tail 3 ; wing 3-2
; tarsus -85

; bill from gape '9.

Distribution. The extreme southern part of Tenasserim.

This species occurs in winter in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra,

and Siam, and it breeds in China.

Genus HEMIPUS, Hodgs., 1845.

The genus Hemipus contains three species, two of which are

found within our limits and one in the Malay peninsula.

These birds have the habits of Flycatchers, catching their insect

prey entirely in the air, and generally perching on the summits of

high trees.

In Hemipus the sexes differ in colour. The bill is about half

the length of the head, very much depressed and rather wide, the

nostrils nearly hidden by hairs. The wing is pointed and the tail

graduated. The plumage is a mixture of black or brown with white

Key to the Species.

a. Head and back glossy black H. picatus cj, p. 471.

b. Head glossy black, back brown S. capitaUs ^ , p. 472.

c. Head and back brown
) ftS^^.^S^.

484. Hemipus picatus. The Black-backed Pied Shrike.

Muscicapa picata, Syhes, P. Z. 8. ]832, p. 85.

Hemipus picatus {Sykes), Blyth, Cat. p. 154 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i,

p. 136 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 412 ; Hutne, N. f E. p."l78 ; id. 8. F. i,

p. 436, iii, p. 93 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 307 ; Legge, Birds
Ceyl. p. 375 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 207 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 210

;

Hume, Cat. no. 267 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 865 ; Oates, IB. B. i,

p. 258 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 148 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 03 ; Oates

in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 327.

The Little Pied Shrike, Jerd. ; Viyum-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. The upper plumage with the lores and ear-

coverts glossy brown ; the rump-feathers broadly tipped with

white ; chin, vent, and under taU-coverts pure white ; the remainder

of the lower plumage pale vinaceous ; cheeks and sides of the neck

white, produced so as to form an indistinct white collar round the

neck ; lesser wing-coverts black ; median coverts black, broadly
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tipped witli white ; the outer greater coverts black ; the inner ones

white on the outer and black on the inner webs ;
primary-coverts

and all the quills black ; the later secondaries broadly edged with

white ; tail black, all but the middle feathers tipped with white,

the white on the outermost feathers extending over the whole

outer web.

Fig. 140.—Head of H. picatus.

Female. Similar to the male, but the black is replaced by sooty

brown.

The young resemble the female, but have the upper plumage
barred with rufous and the wing-coverts mottled with brown.

Bill black ; inside of the mouth bluish black ; iris hazel ; eyelids

plumbeous ; legs plumbeous brown ; claws dark brown.
Length 5"4

; tail 2*4 ; wing 2-5
; tarsus "45

; bill from gape '7.

Distribution. The Satpura hills and the whole of Western India

from Mahableshwar to Cape Comorin ; Mysore ; Ceylon ; the

Oudh and Sikbim terais ; Chutia N^pnr ; Tipperah ; Manipur ;

Karennee; the whole of Burma to the extreme south of Tenas-
serim. This species extends to Siam and Cochin China.

Habits, ^c. A nest found by Davison at Ootacamund in March
was a small shallow cup made of grass and roots, and covered with

cobwebs and lichens. It was placed in the branch of a tree and
contained three eggs, which were pale green marked with umber-
brown, and measured '69 by "49.

485. Hemipus capitalis. TTie Brown-hacked Pied Shrike.

Muscicapa capitalis, McClelland, P. Z. 8. 1839, p. 157,
Hemipus capitalis (McClell.), Blyth, Cat. p. 154 ; Godto.-Aust.

J. A S. B. xxzix, pt. ii, p. 99 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 306

;

Hume 8f I)av. S. F. vi, p. 208 ; Hume, Cat. no. 267 A ; Anders.
Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 647 ; Dates in Hume's N. & E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 328.

Coloration. Eesembles H. picatus. The male difEers from the
male of that species in having the back, scapulars, and rump
smoky brown. The females of the two species are undistinguishable.
Of the same size as H. picatus.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwdl to Assam ; the hill-

tracts of Assam down to Manipur ; the Eakhyen hills east of
Bhamo.

The difference in the colour of the back of H. picatus and H. cap-
italis is correlated with different areas of distribution, and the two
species appear to be perfectly distinct.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Sikhim from May to August, constructing
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a shallow nest of fine grass coated witli cobwebs and bits of leaves

in small trees. The eggs, apparently always tw^o in number, are

greenish white marked with brown and measure about -65 by -SS.*

Genus TEPHRODORNIS, Swains., 1831.

The genus Tephrodornis contains a few arboreal Shrikes of a grey

colour. They are more or less gregarious, occurring in small

bands of from four to six individuals, more rarely in pairs, and
they never descend to the ground, nor do they catch insects on the

wing. These Wood-Shrikes search the leaves of trees and they

are only found in forests or in well-wooded localities.

In lephroclornis the bill is very strong and about three quarters

the length of the head, strongly hooked and notched ; the nasal

bristles or hairs are very numerous and entirely conceal the nostrils;

the wing is blunt ; the tail short and square and the feet feeble.

The feathers of the rump are exceedingly ample and their shafts

are soft. In one Indian species the sexes are alike, in two others

slightly different. All three species are resident.

Key to the Species.

a. Tall almost entirely brown ; wing consider-

ably over 4 inches.

a'. Head grey; back ashy brown T. pelviaus, p. 473.
6'. Head and back uniform bluish ashy .... T. sylvieola, p. 474.

h. Outer tail-feathers white; wing considerably

under 4 inches T. pondiceriamis, p. 475.

486. Tephrodornis pelvicus. The Nepal Wood-Shrike.

Tentheca pelvica, Sodgs. Ind. Rev. i, p. 447 (1837).
Tephrodornis pelvica (Hodgs.), Blyth, Cat. p. 153 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 171 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 409 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 156

;

Hume, S. F. iii, p. 92 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 276; Hume Sf

Bail. S. F. vi, p. 205 ; Hume, Cat. no. 263 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 256

;

Hume, S. F. xi, p. 93 ; Oates, in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 330.

Ramnun-pho, Rabrmn-pho, Lepch.

Coloration. Male. Forehead, crown, and nape ashy grey ; back,

scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts ashy brown ; rump ashy brown,

tipped with white and obscurely barred with brown ; the shorter

* Blyth gives Hemipim obscurus, Horsf., from Mergui (Birds Burm. p. 122).

He gives no authority for the occurrence of this species iu Tenasserira, and
probably accepted the statement on insufficient grounds. This Pied Shrike, so

far as is known, occurs no further north than Malacca, and it is unlikely to

occur in Tenasserim, where Davison failed to meet with it. I shall therefore

not include it in this work, but I give a short description of the bird in order

that it may be identified if met with.

Male. The wings, tail, and the whole upper plumage black, except the shorter

upper tail-coverts and the tips of the rump-feathers, which are white ; the

whole lower plumage and cheeks white, tinged with grey on the breast.

Female. Brown wherever the male is black.

Length about 6 ; tail 2'2 ; wing 2'6 ; tarsus "45
; bill from gape -8.
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upper tail-coverts white, the longer ones ashy brown ; taU ashy

brown with a rufous tinge, all the feathers narrowly tipped with

whitish ; the shafts reddish brown ; greater wing-coverts ashy

brown, edged brighter ; quills ashy brown with rufous shafts, all

edged and tipped ' brighter ; nasal plumes, lores, ear-coverts, and

feathers under the eye black ; under this black a broad white streak ;

lower plumage cinereous, tinged with buff on the breast and becoming

albescent on the abdomen ; vent and under tail-coverts pure white.

Fig. 141.—Head of T.pelvicvs.,

Female. The forehead, crown, and nape of the same colour as

the back ; band through the eye pale brown ; otherwise not differing

from the male.

The young resemble the adult female, but have the margins of

all ihe feathers of the upper plumage whitish, forming cross bars.

In the male the bill is black; eyelids dark plumbeous; iris

yellowish brown ; legs plumbeous brown ; claws dark horn-colour.

In the female the bill is brown ; the gape and the base of both

mandibles flesh-coloured.

Length 8-5; tail 3-5
; wing 4-5; tarsus -85

; bill from gape 1-2.

DiMrihution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam up to about

4000 feet ; the whole of the hill-tracts of Assam ranging south

throughout the whole of Burma and Karenuee.
This species probably extends down the Malay peninsula for

some distance, but the point where it meets the allied T. gularis

is not known. It is found in Siam and China.

T. gularis differs from T. pelvievs, so far as the adult males are

concerned, in having the crown and back of the same deep bluish

ashy and the tail nearly black. The former runs very close to

T. sylvicola.

JJahits, Sfc. A nest of this species found in Sikhim at 3000 feet

was a massive cup made of tendrils of creepers and stems of plants
and decorated with the flower-stems of grasses. It was obtained
in April and contained four eggs, whitq. marked with yellowish
brown and measuring about -93 by -73.

487. Tephrodornis sylvicola. The Malabar Wood-Shrihe.

Teriirodornis svlvicola, Jerdan, Madr. Jomti. L. 8. x, p. 236 (1839)

:

Myth, Cat. p. 153 ; Jerd. B.I, i, p. 409 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii,

p. 277 ; Hume, Cat. no. 264 ; Davisun, S. F. x, p. 365 ; Barnes,
Birds Bom. p. 147 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 331.

Phari latora, Hind.

Coloration. Male. Nasal plumes, lores, and a broad band round
the eye td the ear-coverts black ; forehead, crown, nape, hind neck,
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and baek bluish asliy ; rump, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts

brown tinged with ashy ; a baud of white on the lower rump

;

upper tail-coverts dark brown ; wings, tail, median and greater

wing-coverts brown; lower plumage pale vinaceous, turning to

pure white on the lower abdomen, flanks, and u.nder tail-coverts.

Female. Differs from the male in having hardly any tinge of ashy

on the upper plumage and in having the eye-band brown.
Bill and claws black ; legs and feet dark plumbeous ; iris oil- or

greenish yellow (Davison).

Length about 8-5 ; tail 3"3 ; wing 4-4 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from
gape 1-2.

Distribution. The western coast of India from Belgaum to

Travancore. This species ascends the NUgiris and other hill-

ranges up to about 5500 feet.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Mysore in April. A nest found in that

state was composed of roots and fibres woven into a shallow cup
and covered with oobwebs and lichens, and was placed in a tree.

The eggs, two in number, were white marked with blackish brown
and iuky-pui-ple and measured '98 by '73.

488. lephrodornis pondiceriamis. The Common Wood-Shrike.

Muscicapa pondiceriana, 6mel. 8yst. Nat. i, p. 939 (1788).
Tephrodornis affinis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xri, p. 473 (1847) ; id. Cat.

p. 153; Hume, S. F. i, p. 434; Sharps, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 276.

Tephrodornis pondiceriana (Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 153 ; Horsf. ^ M.
Cat. i, p. 169 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 410 ; Hume, iVi ^ ^. p. 176 ; Sharpe,
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 275 ; Anders. Yunnan, Exped., Aves, p. 646

;

Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 372 ; Hume, Cat. no. 265 ; Oaf.es, B. B. i,

p. 254 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 147 ; Gates in Hume's N. Sr E. 2nd
ed. i, p. 832.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage with the lesser vdng-
coverts ashy brown, the rump-feathers tipped with white ; upper
tail-coverts dark brown ; a broad supercilium white, tinged with
rufous ; lores, cheeks, and feathers under the eye dark brown

;

lower plumage ashy, whiter on the throat and abdomen and darker

on the flanks ; under tail-coverts white ; wings, with the median
and greater coverts, ashy brown, each feather very narrowly edged
paler; the two outer. pairs of tail-feathers white, the bases brown
and with a brown patch near the tip ; the remaining feathers en-

tirely dark brown, the median feathers tinged with ashy.

The nestling is banded with rufous above and slightly mottled

with brown below.

Bill dark horn-colour ; inside of mouth flesh-colour ; eyelids

plumbeous ; iris yellowish brown ; legs and feet dark plumbeous

brown ; claws dark horn-colour.

Length about 6*5; tail 2-7; wing 3-3; tarsus -70; bill from

gape •'88.

The plumage of this species varies considerably in different parts

of its range, especially with reference to the depth of colouf*and

the extent and purity o£ the white of the supercilium.

Distribution. This species is found over nearly the whole Empire
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in suitable localities, but does not ascend the Himalayas to any
great beight. It is also found in Ceylon. It appears to be absent

from the whole of Tenasserim, and the Sittoung river is probably

its eastern limit in ^urma.
Habits, 4'c. Breeds from February to June according to locality,

constructing a very beautiful nest of vegetable fibres and roots

thickly coated with cobwebs and bits of bark on a branch of a tree.

The eggs, usually three in number, are white marked with various

shades of purple and brown and measure about -75 by 'ei.

Fig. 142.—Head of P. ardesiacus

Genus PLATTLOPHUS, Swains., 1831.

The genus Platylophus contains a few species of birds which are
characterized by a remarkable crest of long broad feathers several
inches in length. One species is found within our limits and
others further south.
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In Platyhphus the bill is very strong, about three quarters the

length of the head, strongly curved, notched, laterally compressed,

and deep ; the nostrils are concealed by numerous close-set hairs
;

the wing is very rounded and the tail ample and well graduated
;

the tarsus is short and stout. The sexes are alike.

489, Platylophus ardesiacus. The Jay-Shrike.

Lophocitta ardesiaca, Cabanis, Mus. Hein. i, p. 219 (1850).

Platylophus galericulatus, partim, Elliot, Ibis, 1878, p. 54.

Platylophus ardesiacus {Cab.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 317 ; Hume
Sc Dav. S. F. vi, p. 380: Hume, Cat. no. 668 ter ; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 410.

Coloration. The whole head, crest, and neck ve.ry dark brown,
almost black ; a large white patch on each side of the neck, the

two nearly meeting behind ; a spot of white on the upper eyelid

and another on the lower behind the centre of the eye; upper
plumage and the exposed parts of the closed wings and tail rufescent

olive-brown ; lower plumage varying from dark slaty brown to

dark olive-brown.

The young have the lower plumage barred with black and white

and the feathers of the upper plumage tipped and margined with
rufous.

Legs, feet, claws and bill black ; eyelid dark brownish black

;

iris reddish brown, varying from rhubarb-brown to litharge-red

(Hume Sf Davison).

Length about 11 ; tail 5 ; wing b'b ; tarsus 1-3
; bill from gape

1-35.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim. This species

extends down the Malay peninsula, but is replaced in Sumatra by
P. coronatus, a rufous-brown species, and in Java by P. galericulatus,

a black species.

Habits, Sfc. Inhabits evergreen forest, restless, always on the

move and strictly arboreal. Note, a sharp metallic rattle. Grene-

rally. found in pairs.

Genus PERICROCOTUS, Boie, 1826.

The genus Perierocotus contains an assemblage of species, the ma-
jority of which are of very brilliant plumage, scarlet and yellow

being the predominant colours. They are found only in India and
Eastern Asia.

The birds of this genus are remarkable for the stiffened shafts

of the feathers of the rump. This character is shared by the next

two genera. In the larger species these stiffened shafts can easily

be felt by the fingers, but in the smaller species the rigidity of the

shafts is ascertained with difficulty although always present.

Some of the Minivets are migratory, but their migrations appear

to be of limited extent, with the exception of two or three species

which wander according to season from China, and even Japan,

down to Singapore and the Islands.
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In Perkrocotus the bill is half the length of the head, strong,

hooked and notched ; the nostrils are concealed by plumes ; the

wing is long and pointed, the tail greatly graduated, and the feet

weak. In all the species the sexes are very differently coloured

except in two, in which the colours are very dull and the difference

between the sexes comparatively trivial.

The young bird resembles the female in general distribution of

colours, but the whole upper plumage is barred with white, each

bar being preceded by a black or brown line.

The Minivets are strictly arboreal, going about in small flocks

and searching the leaves and branches of trees for insects.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail black and red ; upper tail-coverts red.

a' Crown and back glossy black.

a". Tertiaries with isolated red oval

drops.

a'". First twiiprimariesentirelyblack.

n*. Tail exceeding 4 inches P. speeiosu^ tj , p. 479.

J'. Tail not exceeding 8'5 inches. . P.fraterculus (S, p. 481.

b'". First three primaries entirely

black,

c*. Middle pair of tail-feathera en-
tirely, or nearly entirely, black. P. andamanenak c?, p. 481.

rf*. Middle pair of tail-feathers with
the outer webs red P.flammifer cJ , p. 482.

c'" Fix-stfourprimaries entirely black. P.Jlamirteus cJ, p. 482.
6". Tertiaries with no isolated red oval

drops.

d'". Under wing-coverts and axillariea

crimson,

e*. Tail about 4 inches ; black of

throat and red of breast meet-
ing in a straight line P. brevirostris J , p. 483.

/'. Tail about 3'5 inches ; black of

throat encroaching on red of

breast in a rounded form .... P. neglectus cJ, p. 484.
e' ". Under wing-coverts and axiUaries

yellow P. igneus ^ , p. 484.

v. Crown and back ashy or grey ; never
black,

c". Wing considerably over 3 inches.

/". Lower plumage bright scarlet . . P. Solaris cJ, p. 485.
g"'. Lower plumage rosy red P. roseus S , p. 486.

d". Wing not exceeding 3 inches.

h'". Lower plumage variegated

;

throat grey to black; breast

scarlet P. peregrinus ^ , p. 487.
i'" Lower plumage entirely of one

colour.

g^. Lower plumage pale yellow . . P. peregrimis 2 , p. 487.
A*. Lower plumage bright yellow. P. igneus $ , p. 484.

6. Tail black and yellow ; upper tail-coverts

yellow.
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d. Tertiaries with isolated yellow oval
drops,

e''. First three primaries plain.

K". Tail exceeding 4 inches P. speeiosus 5 , p. 479.

I"'. Tail not exceeding 3-5 inches . . P. fraterculus 2> P- 481.

f'. First four primaries plain.

m"'. Forehead and lower plumage
orang-e-yellow.

i*. Tail about 3'6 inches P. andamanensis J , p. 481.

k*. Tail about 3-1 inches P.flammifer $ , p. 482.

re'". Forehead and lower plumage
pure yellow P.Jlammeus g , p. 482.

d', Tertiaries with no isolated yellow oval

drops.
g''- Orown of head not concolorous vrith

lower back P. solai-is 5 , p. 435.

h". Crown of head concolorous with
back.

o'". Rump and upper tail-coverts

pure deep yellow.

I*. Tail about 4 inches P. h-evirostris § , p. 483.

m*. Tail about 3-6 inches P. neglectm 2 1 P- 484.

p'". Rump and upper tail-coverts

olive-yellow margined with yellow. P. roseus 5, p. 486.

c. Tail black and white ; upper tail-coverts

grey, brown, or black.

e'. Rump red, or white marked with red.

i". Dark parts of upper plumage glossy

black.

q'". Forehead and chin black P. a-ythropygius S > V- 488.

r". Forehead and chin white P. albifrons <S , p. 489.

Tc! '. Dark parts of upper plumage smoky
brown.

s"'- Rump uniformly orange-red . . P. erythropygiua 2 , p. 488
t'". Rump white with a few red

. streaks P. albifrons § , p. 489.

/' Rump without a trace of red.

I". Back and rump the same colour . . P. cwerew, p. 489.

m". Rump conspicuously paler than
back P. cantotiensis, p. 490.

The males and females of the first five species are characterized

by the presence of oval drops on the tertiaries.

490. Pericrocotus speeiosus. The Indian Scarlet Minivet.

Turdus speeiosus, Lath. Ind. Orn. i, p. 363 (1790).

Phoenicornis elegans, McaeU. P. Z. S. 1839, p. 156.

Pericrocotus speeiosus {Lath^, Blyth, Cat. p. 192 ; Horsf. (^ M. Cat.

i, p. 143; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 419; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 182; Sharpe,

S. F. iv, p. 206 ; Hume, & F. y, p. 192 ; Pall, S. F. v, p. 414, vii,

p. 210 ; Hharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 71 ; Hume, Cat. no. 271 ; Setdly,

S. F. viii, p. 268 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 151 ; Oates in Hume's
N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 336.

Pericrocotus elegans (McClell^, apud Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves,

p. 648.

The Large Minivet, Jerd. ; Sahili, Sath suhi kapi, Hind.
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Gohration. Male. The whole bead, back, scapulars, and lesser

coverts glossy black ; lower surface from behind the throat, rump,

upper tail-coverts, and under wing-coverts scarlet
;
greater coverts

black, very broadly tipped with scarlet ; primaries black with a

band of scarlet across all but the first two ; secondaries scarlet at

the base and black elsewhere ; each of the later secondaries with

a scarlet oval drop near the extremity of the outer web ; tail scarlet,

except the middle pair of feathers and the bases of the others, which
are black.

Female. Forehead, paling posteriorly up to the crown of the

head, the sides of the head, and the whole lower plumage yellow ;

rump and upper tail-coverts yell6w tinged with green ; back of

the head, back, scapulars, and lesser coverts deep grey ; greater

coverts blackish tipped with grey ; primaries dark brown, with a

band of yellow across all but the first three ; secondaries dark

brown, the bases of all bright yellow; the later secondaries with

an oval yellow spot near the tips of the outer webs ; tertiaries

plain dark brown ; middle tail-feathers black ; the next pair black,

with the terminal half of the outer web yellow ; remaining feathers

yellow with the bases black.

Bill and legs black ; iris brown {Hume Coll.).

Length about 9 ; tail 4-3 ; wing 4'15 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from
gape "95.

The third primary in this species is sometimes entirely black,

and in the same way the middle pair of tail-feathers are occasionally

slightly margined with scarlet.

Fig. 143.—Head of P. speeiosus.

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to the extreme
eastern part of Assam up to elevations of 5000 or 6000 feet

;

the N.W. Provinces and Oudh ; Chutia Nagpur and the Central

Provinces as far south as Bastar and Jeypore ; Bengal ; Assam
and all the hill-ranges southwards to Manipur and extending to the
Kakhyen hills east of Bhamo. Fea recently procured this bird in

Karennee.
This species overlaps the range of the next in the hill-tracts of

Assam and Northern Burma, but there is no evidence to show that
the two species interbreed, nor have I seen any specimen which
could not be with certainty assigned to one or the other.

Habits, Sfc. According to Hodgson P. speeiosus commences to

breed in April and cfrastructs a beautiful cup-shaped nest of moss
and moss-roots coated with lichens and spiders' webs in a slender
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branch of a tree. Some eggs of this bird found by Hutton are

described as being greyish white marked with yellowish brown and
inky purple and measuring "9 by "72.

The next species has usually been identified with McClelland's

Pericroeotus elec/ans from Assam. His type, however, which is

still preserved in the British Museum, is clearly referable to

P, speeiosiis.

491. Pericroeotus fraterculus. The Burmese Scarlet Minivet.

Pericroeotus rutilus, Gould, teste Qray, Hand-list, i, p. 335, " Pegu ''

(1869, descr. nulla).

Pericroeotus elegans, McClell., apud Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 95 ; Sharpe,

S. F. iv, p. 206 ; Smm, 8. F. v, p 194 ; Hume # Bav. 8. F. vi,

p. 211 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 73 ; Hume, Cat. no. 271 ter

;

Oates, B. B. i, p. 236.

Pericroeotus fraterculus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1870, p. 244.

Pericroeotus speciosus (Lath.), apud Blyth §• Wald. Birds Burm.
p. 123.

Hnet-mintha, Burm.

Coloration. Eesembles P. sjpeciosus. The male differs in having

both wing and tail constantly smaller, and in the outer webs of

the middle pair of tail-feathers being as a rule, but not always,

entirely red. The females merely differ in size.

Bill and legs black; inside of mouth flesh-colour; iris dark

brown ; eyelids grey ; claws dark horn.

Length about 8 ; taU 3"4 ; wing 'd-7 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from
gape '9.

Distribution. The most northern locality from which I have been
able to examine a specimen of this bird is Tippuk in Assam. I

have also seen specimens from the Khasi hills and Manipur.

Thence the present species is spread over the whole of Burma
to the extreme south of Tenasserim, and extends into Siam and
China.

492. FericrocotuB andamanensis. The Andamanese
Scarlet Minivet,

Pericroeotus andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Itiis, 1867, p. 323

;

Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 309 : Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 208 ; id. 8. F. v,

p. 195 ; id. Cat. no. 271 bis ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 73.

Goloration. Resembles P. speciosus. The male differs in having

the first three primaries entirely black. The female differs in

having the first four primaries entirely blackish and the forehead

and entire lower plumage orange-yellow, not pure yeUow. This

species is also considerably smaller than P. speciosus.

Iris dark brown j bill and feet black ( Wardlaw Bamsay).

Length nearly 8; tail 3*5 ; wing 3"6; tarsus "65; bill from

gape "9.

Distribution. The Andamans.
YOIi. I. 2

1



482 laniidjE.

493. Fericrocotiis flammifer. Davison's Scarlet Minivet.

Pericrocotus flammifer, Hume, S. F. iii, p. 321 note (1875) ;
v,

p. 195 ; Hume ^ Bav. S. F. vi, pp. 211, 508 ; Hume, Cat. no. 273

quat. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 74 ; Oates, S. B. i, p. 237.

Coloration. Eesembles P. speciosus. The male differs from the

male of that species in having the first three primaries entirely

black and the outer webs of the middle pair of ' tail-feathers red;

also in being much smaller. Prom the male of P. andamanensis it

differs only in the colour of the tail and its smaller size.

The female differs from the female of P. speciosus in having the

first four primaries plain brown, and the forehead and lower

plumage orange-yellow. Erom the female of P. andamanensis

merely in size.

Length rather more than 7 ; tail 3-1 ; wing 3'4 ; tarsus -65

;

biU from gape "85.

Distribution. Tenasserim from Nwalabo mountain southwards,

extending into the Malay peninsula.

494. Pericrocotus flammens. The Orange Minivet.

Muscicapa flammea, Forster, Ind. Zool. p. 26 (1781).

Pericrocotus flammeus (Forst), Blyth, Cat. p. 192; Horsf. 8r M.
Cat. i, p. 142; Jerd. B. 1. i, p. 420; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 182;
Sharpe, S. F. iv, p. 208 ; Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 394, v, p. 197

;

id. Cat. no. 272 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 363 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M.
iv, p. 75 ; Davison, S. F, x, p. 366 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 151

;

Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 336.

Phari halal-chasm. Hind. ; Suli sanyam (d); Arsan buradi^^') of the

Halapyks (Jerd.) ; Qene-hurula, Ceyl.

Coloration. Eesembles P. spedosus. The male differs from the

male of that species in having the red parts of the plumage some-
what paler and fiame-ooloured ; also in having the first four

primaries unmarked with red except in rare instances, when a mere
line of red may be seen on the fourth primary. The female differs

from the female of P. spedosus in having the first four primaries

unmarked with yellow.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris dark brown {Hume Coll.).

Length nearly 8 ; tad 3'7 ; wing 3"6 ; tarsus -6 ; biU from
gape "8.

Distribution, TheWestern Gh&ts of India from Khandala to Cape
Comorin. This species is found both at the base of the Grhats and
at considerable elevations, Davison recording it even from Oota-
camund, where, however, it appears to be rare. It extends into
Ceylon. Godwin-Austen, probably by an oversight, records this

bird from the Khasi hills (J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 99).

Habits, S^e. Breeds on the Nilgiris from June to September,
constructing a cup-shaped nest in a branch at a considerable height
from the ground. The nest is composed of the finest little twigs
and coated over externally with lichens. The eggs are pale sea-
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green marked with pale yellowish brown and appear to measure
about -9 by -67.

P. xanthogaster from Sumatra and Borneo and P. ecesul from
Java belong to this section of the Minivets.

495. Pericrocotus brevirostris. The Short-hilled Mmivet.

Muscipeta brevirostris, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 43.

Phoenicornis brevirostris ( Vigws), Oould, Cent. pi. 8.

Pericrocotus brevirostris ( r2]5r(»-s), Blyth, Cat. p. 193; Sorsf. ^ M.
Cat.i, p. 141 1 Jerd. B. I. i, p. 421 ; Stoliezha, J. A. S. B. xxxvii,
pt. ii, p. 27; Renders. Sf Hume, Lah. to Yarh. p. 184; Sume,
N.SrR^. 188 ; Skarpe, S. F. iv, p. 209 ; Ilume, S: F. v, p. 187

;

Hume St Bau. S. F. vi, p. 311 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves,

p. 648; Hume, Cat. no. 273; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 268; Sharpe,
Cat. B. M. iv, p. 79; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 435; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 240 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 152 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 96 ; Oates
in Hume's N. 8f F. 2iid ed. i, p. 337.

Coloration. Male. The whole head, back, scapulars, lesser wing-
coverts, sides of the head, and throat glossy black ; entire lower
surface, rump, and upper tail-coverts crimson ; greater coverts

black, tipped with crimson ; primaries black, all except the first

four with a crimson patch upon them ; secondaries crimson on the

basal half and black on the terminal half : tertiaries wholly black

;

middle tail-feathers black; the next pair black with the greater

portion of the outer web red ; the others all red, except at the

bases, where they are black.

iemale. Forehead, rump, upper tail-coverts, and all the lower
plumage yellow ; ear-coverts greyish yellow ; crown of the head,

back, and scapulars ashy green ; lesser wing-coverts brown, edged
with, green ; median and greater coverts brown, tipped with yellow;

vidng brown, marked vdth yellow in the same manner as the male
is marked with red ; tail also as in the male, the red being replaced

by yellow.

Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown (Jerdon).

Length about 7"5 ; taU 4 ; vring 3'5 ; tarsus '6 ; bill from
gape 'TS.

The intensity of the colouring of this species varies much ac-

cording to locality. Specimens from Sikhim and Assam and the

tract of country reaching down to Tenasserim are a deep crimson,

whereas skins from more western countries are a dull scarlet.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree and Gilgit to Assam,

up to 10,000 feet of elevation ; the plains of India from the foot

of the Himalayas to about the twentieth degree of north latitude,

with the exception apparently of Sind, Cutch, and Kattjrwar. From
Assam P. brevirostris ranges southwards through the hill-tracts as

far as Karennee on the one side and to Arrakan, according to Blyth,

on the other. I did not procure this species in Pegu, but a specimen

obtained by Davison in the pine-forests of the Salween river, and
now in the British Museum, is referable to it.

2i2
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To the east of India this bird extends into China and on the west

to Afghanistan.

P. brevirostris is said by many writers to be migratory and to be

found in the Himalayas in summer and in the plains in winter.

Scully, however, distinctly states that this species is found in

G-iigit in the winter, and he also observes that it is common in the

valley of S"epal throughout the year. The alleged migratory habits

of the bird therefore require confirmation.

Habits, ^c. Breeds in the Himalayas in May and June, con-

structing a cup-shaped nest of fine twigs, grass, &c., covered with

cobwebs and lichens, on a tolerably high branch of some tree. The
eggs, three to five in number, are whitish marked with red and

purple and measure about -75 by -SS.

P. miniatus from Java differs from P. brevirostris in having the

greater wing-coverts entirely black.

496. Pericrocotus neglectus. Hvme's Minivet.

Periorocotus neglectus, Hume, S. F. v, pp. 171, 189 (1877) ; Hume
^ Bav. S. F. vi, p. 211 ; Hume, Cat, no. 273 ter ; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. iv, p. 80 ; Oates, B. S. i, p. 241, note.

Pericrocotus pulcherrimus, Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v,

p. 515 (1887), p. 580 (1888).

Coloration. Resembles the deep, richly coloured, eastern form of

P. brevirostris. The tail of both sexes is, however, very much
shorter, and in the male of P. neglectus the black of the throat reaches

much further down the neck.

Length about 6'5 ; taU, c? 3*5, 5 3-2 ; wing 3-3 ; tarsus -55

;

bill from gape •75.

I would not recognize this species were it not for its isolated

habitat and for its very short tail, as compared with the tail of

P. brevirostris from all parts of India. Hume insists that the

female of P. neglectus is of a wholly different type from the female
of P. brevirostris ; but I cannot agree with him on this point, the

females of the two species appearing to me to be of precisely the

same colour. He also states (S. P. xi, p. 96) that P. neglectus is

very common in Manipur. I can discover no skins of this species

from that State in the series of Pericrocotus in the Hume Collection

now in the British Museum. If P. tieglectus does occur in Manipur,
the main reason for separating it from P. brevirostris, viz. the
different areas of distribution of the two species, disappears.

I have compared the types of P. pulcherrimus with the types of
P. neglectus, and find them to be the same species.

Distribution. The slopes of Muleyit mountain, in Tenasserim,
where this species was procured by both Davison and Pea.

497. Pericrocotus igneus. The Fiery Minivet.

Periorocotus igneus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 309 (1846) ; id. Cat.
p. 193; Sluirpe, S. F. iv, p. 209

; Hume, S. F. v, p. 190; id. Cat.
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no. 273 bis ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 78 ; Hume 8( Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 211 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 239.

Pericrocotus minutus, Strickland, Jard. Contr. Orn. 1849, p. 94, pi. 32.

Pericrocotus flagrans, Boie, Bonap. Coriap. Av. i, p. 367 (1850).

Coloration. Male. The whole head, chin, throat, back, scapulars,

and lesser wing-coverts glossy black ; the remainder of the lower
plumage, the rump, and upper tail-coverts crimson ; greater coverts

black, tipped with crimson
; primaries black, all but the first four

with scarlet marks across them ; secondaries black, with orange
bases ; tertiaries wholly black ; under wing-coverts and axillaries

yellow ; middle tail-feathers black ; the next pair black, with some
red at the tip ; the remaining feathers red, except the bases, which
are black.

Female. The forehead, feathers round the eye, the under wing-
coverts, and all the lower plumage bright yellow ; crown of the

head, back, wing-coverts, and scapulars ashy, tinged with green

;

rump and upper tail-coverts bright scarlet ; wing as in the male,

the scarlet being replaced by orange-yellow ; tail as in the male,

but the red paler.

Bill, legs, and feet black (Hume Coll.).

Length 6-5 ; tail 3 ; wing 3 ; tarsus '6
; bill from gape "7.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra, Borneo, and Palawan ; also

Western China.

P. croceus, Sharpe, recently described from Perak, differs from
P. igneus in having the red in the male replaced by yellow.

P. wrayi, Sharpe, also from Perak, is of the P. igneus type ; but

the male has a brown throat, and the female has the upper plumage
deep plumbeous, the throat white, and the ear-coverts deep grey.

498. Pericrocotus Solaris. The Yellow-throated Minivet.

Pericrocotus Solaris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 310 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 193 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 393 ; Jerd. B. I. i, p. 422 ; Blanf.
J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 47 ; Sharpe, S. F. iv, p. 210 ; Svme, S. I.
V, p. 186 ; Hume ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 212 : Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv,

p. 82 ; Hume, Cat. no. 274 ; Oates, B. B. i, p.,238 ; Hume, S. F.

xi, p. 97.

Pericrocotus rubro-limbatus, Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen. (2) v,

p. 515 (1887), p. 582 (1888).

Coloration. Male. The lores, the whole upper part of the head,

the neck, back, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts leaden black;

chin, cheeks, and ear-coverts.grey; throat orange-yellow; remainder

of the lower plumage, with the rump and upper taU-coverts, scarlet

;

greater coverts black, tipped with scarlet ; primaries black, all but

the first four with a red patch ; secondaries and tertiaries black,

with scarlet bases ; middle tail-feathers black, the outer webs with

a narrow red margin near the tip ; the next pair black, the terminal

two thirds of the outer web red, as also the tip of the inner web

;

the remaining tail-feathers red, with black bases.

Female. Head, neck, and upper back ashy ; lower back tinged
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with green ; rump and upper tail-coverts yellowish green ; cheeks,

ear-coverts, and chin light grey ; the whole lower plumage bright

yellow ; lesser wing-coverts brown, edged with green ;
greater

coverts brown, tipped with yellow ; wings dark brown, the marks

as in the male, but yeUow instead of scarlet ; tail similar to that

of the male, but the scarlet replaced by yeUow.
Bill, legs, feet, and claws black; iris deep brown (Davison).

Length about 7 ; tail 4 ; wing 3-4 ; tarsus -6
; biU from gape -6.

P. ruhro-Umhatus of Salvadori, the type of which I have examined,

is P. Solaris with the middle tail-feathers narrowly margined with

red. This red margin is not unfrequently present in specimens of

P. Solaris from Sikhim and other parts.

P. griseigularis, Gould, from China, resembles P. Solaris, but has

the throat grey and the upper plumage darker in colour.

Distribution. Nepal j Sikhim ; the Buxa Dears ; the EZhasi

hiUs ; Manipur ; Pegu ; the slopes of Muleyit mountain, in

Tenasserim.

Blanford observed this bird in Sikhim at an elevation of

10,000 feet. I procured it in Pegu at the level of the sea.

499. Pericrocotus roseus. The Eosy Minivet.

Muacicapa rosea, VieiU, Nouv. Diet. d'Sist. Nat. xxi, p. 486 (1818).
Pericrocotus roseus ( VieiU.), Blyth, Cat. p. 193 ; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 141 ; Jei-d. B. I. i, p. 422; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 184; Sharpe,

S. F. iv, p. 210 ; Hume, S. F. v, p. 184 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped.,
Aves, p. 649; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 81 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 210;
Hume, Cat. no. 275 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 247 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 97

;

Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 338.

Pericrocotus intensior, Hume, S. F.y,^. 186 (1877).

Coloration. Male. Upper plumage ashy brown, darker on the

head ; the tips of the feathers on the rump and upper tail-coverts

rosy red, varying in extent ; wing-coverts dark brown, the greater

ones tipped with scarlet
;

quills dark brown, all but the first four
primaries veith a scarlet patch across them ; later secondaries and
tertiaries brown, the outer webs partially margined with scarlet

;

sides of the head ashy ; chin and throat whitish ; remainder of
lower plumage with axUlaries and under wing-coverts rosy red

;

middle tail-feathers blackish, the others red with blackish bases.

Female. Dull brown above, and the rump olive-yellow margined
writh yellow and without a trace of red ; the portions -which are red
in the male are in the female everywhere replaced by pale yellow

;

chin and throat dull yellowish white.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris dark brown.
Length about 7 ; tail 3-5 ; wing 3-4 ; tarsus -6

; bill from gape
•75. ^ '^

This species varies much in intensity of colouring according to
locality. Birds from the north-west of India are the palest, and
those from Tenasserim the richest in colour.

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Afghanistan to Assam, up to
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about 5000 feet ; the N.W. Provinces, Oudh, and Bengal ; Assam
and its hill-ranges, extending down through Burma to Bassein,

Eangoon, and Mergui.
The distribution of this species over the peninsula of India has

not been ascertained with any degree of accuracy. Ball gives it,

apparently with certainty, from Goomsur, Jeypore, and the Godivari
valley. Jerdon records it from Malabar, and Lord A. Hay appears
to have procured it in the hiUs dividing Tinnevelly from Travancore,

as mentioned by Jerdon. I have seen no specimens collected in

the localities recorded by Ball and Jerdon.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds in May and June, constructing a cup- shaped
nest of very fine twigs and grass, coated with lichens and cobwebs,
on a branch of a tree. The eggs are described as being greenish

white, marked in various ways with brown and purple, and mea-
suring about "8 by -6.

500. Pericrocotus peregriniis. The Small Minivet.

Parus peregrinus, lAnn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 342 (1766).

Parus malabaricus, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 1012 (1788) ; Hume, 8. F. v,

p. 182.

PJhoenicornis peregrina {Lmn.), Gould, Cent, pi. 9.

Pericrocotus peregrinus (Linn.), Blyth, Cat. p. 193 ; Horaf. ^ M. Cat.

i, p. 140; Jerd. B. I.\, p. 423; Hvme, N. ^ E. p. 184; Hume,
S.F. i, p. 177, iii, p. 96; Sharps, S. F. iv, p. 209; Hume, S.F. v,

p. 179; id. Cat. no. 276; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 366; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. iv, p. 76; Oates, B. B. i, p. 246; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 152 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 339.

Bulal-chasm, Hind. ; Sath-sayili, Chota sath saki kapi, Bang. ; Kunkum-
pu-jitta, Tel. ; Batvgene Kurvla, Kos-hurula, Ceyl.

Coloration. Male. Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck, scapulars,

and lesser wing-coverts pale to dark grey according to locality

;

rump and upper taU-coverts pale to deep scarlet ; the two middle

pairs of tail-feathers blackish, the others blackish with a gradually

increasing red tip ; chin, throat, fore neck, and sides of the head

from dusky grey to black; breast scarlet;, remainder of lower

plumage varying from saffron to orange ; wings brown to black,

the first four or five primaries plain, the others and the secondaries

with a median patch varying from pale red to scarlet.

Female. The grey of the upper parts is paler than in the male

from the same locality ; the sides of the head and the whole lower

plumage white, more or less tinged with pale yellow ; wing brown,

with the wing-spot varying from yellow to pale orange ; taU much
as in the male.

Bill black ; inside of mouth flesh-colour ; legs, toes, and claws

black.

Length about 6 ; tail 3 ; wing 2"65 ; tarsus "6 ; bill from

gape 'Q.'

The variations of colour in this species are very great, but are

always a matter of degree and not of kind, and are correlated with
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he amount of rainfall. Specimens from the arid parts of Sind are

the palest, and those from Southern India and the humid parts of

Burma the darkest.

Distribution. Every part of India, except the extreme north-

western portion of the Punjab, from Sind to Bengal, and from the

foot of the Himalayas to Cape Comorin ; Ceylon ; the Andamans

;

Assam and the whole country to the east of the Bay of Bengal

down to Tenasserim, where this species becomes rare or entirely

disappears. It does not ascend the Himalayas nor any of the

higher MU-ranges of Southern India.

It extends into Siam and Cochin China, is not yet known
to occur in the Malay peninsula, but reappears in some of the

larger islands such as Java and Borneo.

Sabits, Sfc. Breeds from June to October, constructing a very

similar nest to that of P. roseus, but very much smaller, on high

branches of trees, and laying, as a rule, three eggs, which are

greenish white marked with brownish red, and measure about -67

by -53.

501. Pericrocotus erythropygius. The White-bellied Minivet.

Muscicapa erythropygia, Jerd. Madr. Joum. L. 8. xi, p. 17 (1840).
_

Pericrocotus erythropygius (Jerd.), BVyth, Cat, p. 193 ; Jerd. B. I. i,

p. 424 ; Blanf. X A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. ii, p. 174 ; Stoliczka,

J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 236 ; 8harpe, 8. F. iv, p. 211 ; Hume, 8. F.

v, p. 177 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 211 ; Shmye, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 86

;

Hume, Cat. no. 277 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 366 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 153

i
Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i, p. 344.

Coloration. Male. The whole head, chin, hind neck, back,

scapulars, lesser, median, and primary coverts, upper tail-coverts,

and the four middle tail-feathers black ; the other tail-feathers

black at base and white elsewhere, the amount of white increasing

towards the outer feathers ; throat and sides of neck white ; rump
and breast orange-red ; remainder of lower plumage white j the

greater wing-coverts white ; quills black, all but the first four

primaries with a white basal patch and some of the tertiaries

broadly margined with white.

Female. The upper plumage, lores, and ear-coverts smoky
brown ; the rump orange-red ; tail as in the male ; wing as in the

male, but the black replaced by dark brown ; forehead and the

whole lower plumage white.

BUI and legs black ; iris brownish yellow (Jerdon).

Length about 6 ; tail 3 ; wing 2*6 ; tarsus '55
; bill from gape '5.

Distribution. This species has an extensive distribution over the
peninsula of India. It is found throughout Eajputana, Cutch,
and Guzerat ; and 1 have seen a specimen which was obtained at

Makrilni, in Sind. On the north I have examined specimens
obtained at Umballa, Delhi, Agra, Etdwah, and Ldlganj in Tirhoot.

On the east, Ball records this bird from Lohardugga, Sirguja, and
Sambalpur. It appears to be spread over all the central parts of
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India, and to be found as far south as the Sigur gh^t in the Mlgiris,
from which locality Jerdon has recorded it, and where Davison sub-
sequently obtained it.

Habits, Sic. Breeds in July and August, building its nest, which
is very small, but of much the same character as those of the pre-

ceding species, in low bushes. The eggs, which are greenish white
marked with brown, measure about •? by "55.

502. Pericrocotus albifrons. Jerdan's Minivet.

Pericrocotus albifrons, Jerd. Ibis, 1862, p. 20 ; Slanf. Ibis, 1870,

p. 468; Blyth, Birds Burm.-}^. 124:; Hume, S. F. in, 1^.98; Shame,
S. F. iv, p. 212 ; Hume, 8. F. v, p. 178 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv,

p. 86; Hume, Cat. no. 277 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 244.

Coloration. Eesembles P. erythropygius. The male differs from
the male of that species in having the forehead, a broad supercilium,

and the whole chin with the sides of the head white ; the rump is

white merely tinged with red, and the orange on the breast is of

smaller extent. The lores and a streak through the eye are black.

The female differs from the female of P. erythropygius merely in

having a very slight trace of red on the rump, nothing more than
two or three faint streaks.

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown ; eyelids grey ; inside of

mouth flesh-colour.

Length about 6 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 2-5; tarsus "6; bill from gape '55.

Distribution. The Thayetmyo district of Burma, extending north
as far as Pag^n. Colonel Lloyd is said to have obtained this

species at Toungngoo ; but this locality requires confirmation.

503. Fericrocotas cinereus. The Ashy Minivet.

Pericrocotus cinereus, Lafresn. Bev. Zool. viii, p. 94 (1845) ; Sharpe,

S. I. iv, p. 211 ; Hum£, S. F v, p. 175 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv,

p. 83 ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 200 ; id. B. B. i, p. 241.

Pericrocotus modestus, Striehl. P. Z. S. 1846, p. 102.

Pericrocotus motacilloides, Stoinhoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 68.

Coloration. Male. The feathers at the base of the lower man-
dible, lores, a band through the eye, ear-coverts, and the posterior

half of the crown and nape black; forehead, anterior part of

crown, chin, throat, cheeks, sides of neck, and the whole lower

plumage white, tinged with ashy on the breast and flanks ; upper

plumage dark ashy ; wing-coverts .black edged with ashy ; primary-

coverts black ; quills ashy brown, the earlier primaries with an

inner white marginal band, the others and the secondaries with a

white patch at base ; the four middle tail-feathers blackish, the

others blackish at base and white elsewhere, the white increasing

in extent towards the outer feathers.

The female resembles the male, but has the white on the fore-

head much narrower and the black on the crown replaced by dark
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ashy of about the same shade as the back ; the greater wing-coverts

and tertiaries are narrowly tipped with white.

In females not quite adult the axillaries are pale yellow and the

white on the wings is tinged with yellow.

The colour of the iris &e. does not appear to have been recorded.

Length about 8 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 3'8j tarsus "55 ; bill from
gape '8.

Distribution. I procured this species at Kyeikpadein, near the

town of Pegu, in February. It has not been recorded from any
other part of the Empire.

It is found in China, and generally throughout Eastern Asia,

the Malayan peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and the Philippine

Islands. It appears to be a migratory species.

504. Pericrocotus cantonensis. Swinhoe's Minivet.

Pericrocotus cantonensis, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1861, p. 42 ; Sharpe, 8. F.
iv, p. 211 ; Bwme, S. F. v, p. 177 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 84

;

0^£S, S. F. X, p. 200 ; id. B. B. i, p. 243.

Pericrocotus sordidus, Stoinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 284.

Pericrocotus immodestus, Hume, S. F. v, p. 177 (1877) ; id. Cat.

no. 277 ter ; Bingham, iS. F. ix, p. 173.

Pericrocotus ? cinereus, Lafresn. aptid Bwme Sf Dav. 8. F. vl, p. 212.

Coloration. Male. The forehead and anterior half of crown
mingled white and brown ; lores black ; hinder part of crown and
nape, back, scapulars, and wing-coverts dark ashy brown ; rump
and upper tail-coverts pale brown j greater wing-coverts tipped

with white ; wings dark brown, the secondaries with a whitish,

half-Concealed patch at base very indistinct ; the two middle pairs

of tail-feathers dark brown, the others brown at base, white else-

where, the white increasing in extent towards the outer feathers

;

lower plumage pale earthy brown.

Female. Eesembles the male closely, but has the crown and
back a paler ashy brown and the wjng-spot clearly indicated, weU
defined, and tinged with yellow.

Bill and legs black ; inside of mouth flesh-colour j iris hazel

(Swinhoe).

Length about 8 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 3-5 ; tarsus "55 ; bill from
gape -ys.

Distribution. Southern Pegu, where I procured this species in

the cold weather near the town of Pegu ; Tenasserim from Mergui
Southwards. Although Davison observed this bird only in Southern
Tenasserim, there can be little doubt but that it occurs in the
northern portion of this Division as well. Bingham obtained
it in the Thoungyeen valley.

It is found throughout China, and is probably to some extent a
migratory species.
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Genus CAMPOPHAGA, Vieill., 1816.

The genus Gampophaga comprises a number of species the pre-
dominating colour of which is grey. The shafts of the rump-
feathers are spinous as in Perieroeotus and the next genus.

In Gampophaya the bill is comparatively weak, the tip being but
slightly bent down and notched ; the nostrils are nearly concealed
by plumes ; the wing is rather pointed, and the tail well graduated.
The Cuckoo-Shrikes of this genus are strictly arboreal, going

about in small flocks and feeding on insects which they pick off

leaves and branches. The sexes differ : in three species veiy
slightly, in two very markedly.

Key to the Species.

a. Of larger size ; wing exceeding 4'5 inches.

a'. Grey of plumage at all ages dark bluish

;

under tail-coverts in adults concolorous

with abdomen C. melanoscMsta, p. 491,
6'. Grey of plumage at all ages pale ; under

tail-coverts in adults white or albescent . V. tnelanoptera, p. 492.

h. Of smaller size; wing barely exceeding
4 inches,

c'. Supercilium absent or faintly indicated;

wing about 4 inches.

a". Throat and abdomen in adult* uniform
grey C. neglecta, p. 493.

h". Throat in adult black, abdomen grey. . C. syhesi (S , p. 493.

d' . Throat and abdomen white, cross-barred

with brown C. tyked $ , p. 493.

dl. A conspicuous white supercilium at all

wing about 3-5 inches C. terat, p. 495.

The immature birds of the first three species here treated of

resemble each other closely and pass through the same phases of

plumage. In the nestling each feather of the upper plumage has

a white terminal transverse bar preceded by a narrow black bar

;

the quills and coverts are tipped with whitish, and the whole lower

plumage is closely barred with white ; most of the primaries have

each a white patch. The young are probably two or more years

in attaining the adult plumage. This is effected by a gradual loss

of the bars and of the spots on the primaries, perfectly plumaged
adults losing both of these entirely. The female is much longer

in passing through all the stages than the male, and perfectly adult

females are rare.

505. Campophaga melanoscHsta. The Darh-grey Cuchoo-SJii-ike.

Volvocivora melaschistus, Hodgs. Ind. Eev. i, p. 328 (1837) ; Jerd.

B. I. i, p. 415 ; Godw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. ii, p. 202 ; Hume,
8. F. V, p. 205 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 210 ; Hv/me, Cat. no. 269

;

SeuUy, S. F. viii, p. 266 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 149.

* I find it impossible to introduce the young of O. neglecta and C. syhesi

into the Key. They vary so much.
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Oeblepyria lugubris, Sundev.Phi/sioffr. Sdlhh. Tidskr. 70!. i (1837-38)

;

id. A. M. N. H. (1), xviii, p. 109 (1846).

Oampophaga fimbriata (Temm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 191 ; H<yrrf. Sf M.
Cat. 1, p. 176.

Volvocivora melanura, Hartl. J.f. 0. 1865, p. 162.

Campephaga lugubris (Sundev.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 65.

Oampophaga melanoschista {Sodgs.), Oates in Hume's N. 8f E. 2nd

ed.i,p. 34-5.

Kahasi, Beng.

Fig. 144.—Head of C. melanosohista.

Coloration. Male. The whole plumage dark bluish grey ; wings

and tail black, the latter tipped with white.

Female. "When fully adult similar to the male, but rather paler.

Fully adult females are, however, seldom met with, the lower

plumage generally showing traces of the cross bars of the young

stage, the ear-coverts being frequently streaked with white and the

edges of the eyelids more or less white. The under tail-coverts

of the female are often paler than the abdomen, and birds in which

this is the case might be confounded with 0. melanoptera were it

not for the general dark colour of the plumage.

Legs and feet plumbeous ; bill black ; iris dark brown (Hume).

Length about 9 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 4-7 ; tarsus "8 ; bill from gape "9.

No great variation takes place in this species throughout its

extensive range, and it is unmistakably distinct at all ages from

0. melanoptera.

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Murree to Dibrugarh in Assam
up to 7000 feet ; the plains of India from the Himalayas to about

latitude 16°, except apparently in the Punjab, Sind, Bajputana,

and Gruzerat ; the valley of Assam and the country south to about

the latitude of Manipur. This species is said to be a summer
visitor to the Himalayas and a winter visitor to the plains.

Habits, S(c. Breeds in the Himalayas from April to July, con-

structing a small and shallow nest of fine twigs coated with cob-

webs and lichens in a branch of a tree. The eggs, two or three

in number, are greenish white marked with brown and purple, and
measure about 1 by -7. •

506. Campopliaga melanoptera. The JPale-grey OucJcoo-ShriJce.

Ceblepyris melanoptera, Supp. Mus. Senckenb. iii, p. 25, tab. ii,

fig. 1 (1889).

Campephaga melanoptera, Bh/th, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 307 (1846) ; id.

Cat. p. 191 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 67 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 231.
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Oampephaga avensis, Blyth, Cat. p. 327 (1849).
Volvocivora saturata, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1870, p. 242.

Volyocivora avensis {Blyth), Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 93, v, p. 205 ; id.

Cat. no. 268 bis.

Volvocivora vidua (Hartl.), apud Hume, S. F. v, p. 206 ; Hume ^
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 608 ; Hume, Cat. no. 268 quint.

Volvocivora intermedia, Hmne, S. F. v, p. 205 (1877); id. Cat,

no. 269 bis.

Campophajfa saturata {Swinh.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 66: Oates,

B. B. i, p. 230.

Campophaga innominata, Oates, B. B. i, p. 238 (1883).

Coloration. Resembles 0. melanoschista, but has the plumage pale

grey throughout, except the vent and under tail-coverts, which
are white or albescent.

The young, in all stages of plumage, have the grey portions of

the same pale tint as the adults.

Bill and legs black ; iris hazel- or reddish-brown ; eyelids plum-
beous ; inside of the mouth flesh-colour ; claws horn-colour.

Of much the same size as O. melanoschista.

Some years ago I regarded G. melanoptera, O. saturata, and C
innominata as fairly distinguishable species, but now with the large

series of these birds^ which is available for study I cannot separate

them.
Distribution. The whole of Arrakan, Pegu, Karennee, and Tenas-

serim, extending into China and Siam. I have seen no specimen
of this species from any locality south of Malawun.

507. Campophaga neglecta. The Small GiKJcoo-Shrilce.

Volvocivora neglecta, Hume, S. F. v, p. 203 (1877) ; id. Cat. no. 268
quat. ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 210 ; 8alvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ.

Gen. (2) v, p. 680.

Campophaga neglecta {Hume), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 68 ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 232.

Campophaga polioptera, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 69, pi. ii (1879).

Coloration. Eesembles G. melanoptera bat is very much smaller.

The colour of the iris &c. does not appear to ha,ve been recorded.

Length about 8; tail 3'5 ; wing 4; tarsus -75 ; bill from gape -8.

Distribution. Tenasserim south of Mergui, extending down the

Malay peninsula as far as Salanga or Junk Ceylon and eastward

into Cochin China.

An allied species found in the Malay peninsula is C. culminata,

A. Hay, which differs in having the vent and under tail-coverts

grey like the abdomen.

G. fimbriata, Temm., from Java differs from both the above in

being of a blackish colour.

508. Campophaga sykesi. The Black-headed Guckoo-ShriJce.

Lalage sykesii, Strickland, A. M. N. H. (1) xiii, p. 36 (1844) ; Horsf.

^ M. Cat. i, p. 175 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 89 ;
Legye, Birds

Ceyl. p. .369.
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Oampephaga sykesi (Strickl.), Blyth, Cat. p. 191 ; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 234 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ M. 2nd ed. i, p. 346.

Yolvocivora sykesii (Strickl), Jerd. B. 1. 1, p. 414 ; Burm, N. 8f E.

p. 179 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 210 ; Hume, Cat. no. 268 ; Bavison,

S. F. X, p. 365 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 148*.

Jimffli Kasya, Hind. ; Chinna akurayi, Tel.

Coloration. Male. The head, neck, upper back, chin, throat, and

upper breast black ; lower breast and sides of the body grey

;

abdomen, vent, and lower tail-coverts white; back, scapulars,

lesser wing-coverls, rump, and upper tail-coverts grey, the tail-

coverts paler margined; median wing-coverts chiefly black, the

tips and the terminal halves of the outer webs grey ;
greater

coverts black narrowly margined with grey ; primary-coverts all

black
;
quills black, the primaries with a large patch of white on

the inner webs and narrowly margined with white on the outer

;

the secondaries more broadly margined with white and tipped with

the same; middle tail-feathers grey, the others black broadly

tipped with white.

Female. The upper plumage, including the head, grey, becoming

lighter on the rump and upper tail-coverts, which are cross-barred

with dusky ; cheeks, sides of neck, and the whole lower plumage

whitish, closely and narrowly barred with black, the bars becoming

obsolete on the abdomen ; veut and under tail-coverts pure white

;

wing-coverts and quills dark brown, each feather margined vrith

greyish white, and the inner web of each with a white patch as in

the male ; ear-coverts greyish mottled with brqwn and the shafts

white ; the middle pair of tail-feathers grey narrowly tipped with

white, the others blackish brown broadly tipped with white.

In the young each feather of the upper plumage is tipped with

a white band preceded by a black band, and the lower plumage is

more closely barred than in the adult female. The young male

changes into adult plumage in the first spring.

Iris brownish red ; bill black ; legs and feet black with slaty

edges to the scales of the tarsi ; claws black (Legge).
' Length about 7"5 ; tail 3'3 ; wiag 4 ; tarsus -8

; bill from gape

85.
Distribution. The greater part of the peninsula of India from

the foot of the Himalayas to Cape Comorin. The western limit

appears to be a line drawn through Deesa, Abu, and Sambhar.

To the east this species has been found as far as the Bhutan Doars

and Furreedpore in Eastern Bengal. In the British Museum
there is a specimen collected in Assam by McClelland, and Blyth

states that this species occurs in Upper Pegu. This statement

has received no confirmation by any other collector in Pegu and
must be accepted with reservation. This Cuckoo-Shrike occurs in

Ceylon.

* Jjfdage rmlanothorax, Sharpe (Cat. B. M. iv, p. 91), from Madras, has

since been diaoovered to be an artifloially constructed bird (P. Z. S. 1886,

p. 354:), the head and neck of a Bicrurus oier having been joined to the body
of a Cawpophaga sykesi.



OAMPOPHAGA. 495

C. syhesi is said to be a migrant, but I cannot ascertain this to
be a fact from the specimens I have examined. It possibly

wa.nders about a good deal, and this may have led to the idea that
it is migratory.

Habits, Sfo. Breeds from May to July, constructing a shallow
saucer-lilie nest of fine twigs, bound together with cobwebs, in a
fork of a tree. The eggs, usually three io number, are greenish
white marked with pale brown and measure about '83 by '65.

509. Campopliaga terat. The Pied GucTcqo-Shrike.

Tardus terat, Bodd. Tabl. PI. Enl. p. 17 (pi. 273, fig. 2), (1783).
Tardus orientalis, Gmel. 8yst. Nat. i, p. 821 (1788).
Lalage orientalis (Gm.), Slyth, Cat. p. 192; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

p. 175.

Lalage terat (JBodd.),Skme, S. F. i, p. 454, ii, p. 202 ; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. XV, p. 96 ; Mume, Cat. no. 269 ter*.

Campophaga terat {Bodd.), Oates in SuTne's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 348.

Coloration. Male. The base of the forehead and a broad super-

ciliura white ; crown, nape, hind neck, lores, the upper part of the

ear-coverts, the back, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts glossy

black ; rump and upper tail-coverts grey, the latter with faint

white cross bars ; median and greater wing-coverts black broadly

edged with white ; quills black with a large white patch on the

inner web of each ; the secondaries and tertiaries edged with white
on the outer web ; tail black, the two outer pairs of feathers with
broad white tips, the next pair more narrowly tipped with white

;

lower part of ear-coverts, sides of neck, and the whole lower
plumage white, tinged with ashy on the breast and flanks, on which
parts there are almost always faint traces of bars.

Female. The black portions of the plumage of the male are re-

placed by brown and the greater wing-coverts are merely tipped

with white ; the vtdngs and tail are very dark brown ; the whole

lower plumage regularly barred with dark grey except the abdomen
and under tail-coverts.

The nestling resembles the adult female, but every portion of

the upper plumage is barred with pale grey, each bar preceded by
a darker one ; the lower plumage is densely streaked with brown,

the streaks soon giving way to bars of the same colour.

Legs and feet black or plumbeous ; soles yellowish horny ; bill

black ; iris brown {Hume).

Length about 7 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 3'5 ; tarsus "75 ; bill from

Distribution. The Nicobar Islands, where this species has been

found on Camorta and Nancowry.

* The name Tardiis domimcus of P. L. S. Miiller is doubtfully referable to

this species and is, in any case, singularly inappropriate. I follow Sharpe in

discarding this name in favour of Boddaert's.
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This species is also found in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, and
other of the larger islands.

Habits, Sfc. The eggs are described by Hume as being greenish
white marked with brown, olivaceous brown, and purplish grey, and
as measuring about "86 by "62. The nest has not been described.

Genus GRAUCALUS, Cuvier, 1817.

The genus Orauealus differs from Oampophaga in having a very

long pointed wing and a relatively more massive bill. The two

Indian species are birds of comparatively large size. The sexes

differ in colour. These birds are arboreal, frequenting only the

well-wooded portions of the country or forests. They feed on

insects which they pick off leaves and their notes are mellow and
pleasant.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail broadly tipped with white G. macii, p. 496.

b. Tail nearly entirely black G. dobsonr, p. 497.

510. Graucalus macii. The Large Guehoo-Shrike.

Graucalus macei, Less. TraiU, p. 349 (1831) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 190
Borsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 173 ; Jerd. B. L i, p. 417 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B
xli, pt. ii, p. 156;- Hume, N. ^- E. p. 181 ; Sume, S. F. ii, p. 204
Ball, S. F. ii, p. 400 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 647
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 360 ; Skarpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 34 ; Hume
Cat. no. 270; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 267; Gates, B. B. i, p. 228;
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 150; Gates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 348.

Graucalus layardi, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 368; Jerd. Ibis, 1872,
p. 1 17 ; Hume, Cat. no. 270 bis.

Easya, Hind. ; Kabasi, Bang. ; Pedda akurai, Tel. ; TalKng-pho,
Lepch.

Kg. 145.—^Head of G. macii.

Coloration. Male, Upper plumage grey, paler on the rump and
upper tail-coverts ; the region of the nostrils, the lores, and the
feathers about the gape black ; sides of the face and of the neck
similar to the upper plumage; ear-coverts dusky; chin, throat
breast, and upper abdomen grey, rather lighter than the upper
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parts ; remainder of lower plumage greyish white ; wing-coverts

like the back ; bastard wing black
;
primaries and primary-coverts

dark brown, very narrowly edged with grey ; secondaries more
broadly edged with the same ; tertiaries grey on the whole outer

web and brown on the inner; middle tail-feathers ashy, tipped

paler ; the others blackish, all tipped with greyish white, increasing

in extent outwardly, with the baSes grey, this colour decreasing in

extent outwardly and being absent on the outer ones.

Female. The black on the face is paler, and this part as weU as

the ear-coverts are of much the same grey as the head; the

general tone of the plumage is lighter. The female is seldom

without a few indications of immaturity, these signs being visible

chiefly in the shape of obsolete bars.

The young have most of the upper plumage tipped and mar-
gined with pale ferruginous, and the lower parts nearly pure

white.

Iris hazel-brown to lake ; eyelids grey ; inside of mouth flesh-

colour ; bill, legs, and claws black.

This bird varies excessively in plumage and in size ; the plumage
varies according to age and sex, and the size according to locality.

The largest birds occur, as a rule, in Burma and Northern India,

and the smallest in Oeylon, where some birds have the wing less

than 6 inches in length. G. layardi appears to have been based

on one stage of the immature plumage.

Length 10 to 12 ; tail 4-3 to 5"8 ; wing 5-8 to 7 ; tarsus 1 to

1-1 ; bill from gape 1'3 to 1'5.

Distribution. The whole Empu-e and Ceylon, except in the Him-
alayas west of the Sutlej river, and in portions of Sind, Rajputana,

and the Punjab.

Habits, ^-e. Brfeeds from May to October, constructing a shallow

nest of slender twigs in a lofty branch of a tree and laying three

eggs, which are pale green with brown and purple marks, and

measure about 1"26 by '9.

511. Graucalus dobsoni. Dobson's Ouelcoo-Bhrilce.

Grauealus dobsoni, BaU, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. ii, p. 281 (1872) ; id. S. F.

i, p. 66 ; JVald. Ibis, 1873, p. 312 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 206 ; id. Cat.

no. 270 ter.

Artamides dobsoni (Ball), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iv, p. 20.

Coloration. Male. Lores, about the nostrils, and a broad band

through the eye to the ear-coverts black ; the whole upper plumage

and lesser wing-coverts iron-grey ; median and greater coverts and

quills very dark brown or black, very narrowly edged with pale

grey ; tail black, the outer feathers narrowly tipped white ; cheeks,

chin, throat, and breast pale iron-grey ; remainder of the lower

plumage, with the under wing-coverts and . axillaries, white, nar-

rowly but distinctly barred with blackish brown.

Female. Eesembles the male, but has the chin, throat, and breast

barred like the remainder of the lower plumage.

voii. I. 2 k



498 LAiaiD^.

The young have the upper plumage rufous barred with dark

brown, and the lower plumage whitish, barred on the throat,

breast, under tail-coverts, and axillaries with blackish. The young,

however, vary extremely, and no description will cover aU the

changes they undergo from the nestling stage to the adult.

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris crimson-lake, tinged with brown
in the young (Hume).

Length about 12; tail 5-5; wing 6-2; tarsus -95; bill from
gape 1"25.

Distribution. The Andaman Islands.

Other species of Oraumlus are G. rex-pineti from China, with

the under wing-coverts buff-coloured; and G. sumatrensis from
Sumatra and the Malay peninsula, smaller than G. modi, vidth an
extremely large bill, and no black on the face of the male.

Subfamily ARTAMIN^.
The Artamince, or Swallow-Shrikes, are characterized by wings of

great length, which enable them to spend a considerable portion of

their time in the air. They catch their insect-food entirely on the

wing, either by darting upon it from a fixed perch, or by flying

about after the fashion of Swallows.

In these birds the biU is conical, slightly curved and pointed, and
the tip is neither hooked nor notched. The first primary is very
minute, and the second very large, reaching quite to the tip of the
wing. The tail is square and short. The tarsus is weak. The
plumage is firm, and the colours plain. The sexes are alike.

The true Artamince are_ confined to the Indian and Australian

regions.

Genus ARTAMUS, Vieill., 1816.

The characters of Artamus are the same as those of the sub-
family.

Key to the Species.

a. Eump of the same colour as the back A.fuscm, p. 498.
6. Bump white, different to the back A. leueogaster, p. 499.

512. Artamus fuscus. The Ashy Swallow-Shrilce.

Artamus fuscus, Vieill. N. Bid. d'Hist. Nat. xvii, p. 297 (1817)

;

Blyth, Cat. p. 199; Hmsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 161 ; Jerd. B. I. i

p. 441 ; Hume, N. ^ S. p. 194 ; Sharpe in Rowley's Om. Misc. iii,

p. 191 ; Leffffe, Birds Ceyl. p. 666 ; Sume, Cat. no. 287 ; Oates,
B. B. 1, p. 896 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 368 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 157 ;

Hume, S. F. xi, p. 103 ; Oates in Hume's N. & E. 2iid ed.
1. p. 850 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Af.xiii,p. 11*.

* Mr. Sharpe has kindly allowed me to see the proof-sheets of the ISthyol. of
the ' Catalogue, about to be published.
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Tari ahahil, Hind.; TaUchatak, Beng. ; Tati-pittdk, Tel.; Murasing,
of Mussulmans in Beng;. ; SilNanffcM-pho, Lepeh.

Fig. 146.—Head oiA.fm(ms.

Coloration. Lores black; head and neck all round deep grey;

back, scapulars, rump, and the shorter upper tail-corerts brown
with a vinaceons tinge ; longer tail-coverts white ; tail dark grey,

tipped with whitish ; wings and coverts deep grey, darker at the

tips, and all the quills with excessively fine but distinct margins of

white near the tips and on portions of the inner webs; lower

plumage from the throat downwards pale purphsh brown ; lower

tail-coverts whitish, finely barred with ashy.

The young bird is barred with fulvous above, the white margins
to the quills are broader, and the wing-coverts are tipped with

rufous.

Bill clear pale blue, the tip and the anterior half of the margins
brownish ; iris dark brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs slate-colour

;

claws dark horn ; mouth black in some, in others yellow, probably

varying according to reason.

Length 7-3; tail 2-5; wing 5-2; tarsus -65; bill from gape '95.

Distribution. More or less abundant throughout the Empire, east

of a line drawn approximately from Godra in the Panch Mahals to

Naini Tal in Kumaun, ascending the Himalayas up to 5000 feet in

the summer months, and resident in the plains. The limit of this

species in Southern Burma appears to be the latitude of Amherst.
It is found in Ceylon, but not in the Andamans nor Nicobars. It

extends into Siam and China.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from March to July, constructing a flimsy

nest of grass and roots in holes of trees, or on the surface of large

horizontal branches or on the summit of lofty stumps. The eggs,

usually three in number, are white marked with brownish rusty,

and measure about '94 by '68.

513. Artamus leucogaster. The White-mmped Swallow-Shrike.

? Lanius leucorhynchus, Linn. Mantissa, p. 624 (1771).

Ocvptenis leucogaster, Valenc. MSm. Mas. d'Sist. Nat. vi, p. 21,

pi. vii, fig. 2 (1820).

Artamus leuoopygialis, Gould, P. Z. S. 1842, p. 17 ; Myth, Cat.

p. 199 ; Wald. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 655 ; BaU, S. F. i, p. 67.

Artamus leucogaster ( Valenc), Horsf. S( M. Cat. i, p. 161 ; Oates in

Hume's N. §• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 353 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 3.

Artamus leucorhjoichus (Imn.'), Hume, S. F, ii, p. 214 ; id. N.^ E.
p. 195 ; id. Cat. no. 287 bis.

|2k2
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Coloration. Head and neck all round and a portion of the upper

breast slaty grey, the lores and the feathers at the base of the bill

darker ; back, scapulars, and rump chocolate-brown ; lower' rump

and upper tail-coverts white ; tail and wings ashy black ; breast,

abdomen, sides of body, lower tail- and wing-coverts white.

The young have the upper plumage barred with fulvous, and

the wing-coverts and quills are also tipped with the same colour.

Legs and feet in some dusky plumbeous, in some dull black

;

bill pale blue, tipped blackish ; iris deep brown, occasionally slaty

blue (Hume).

Length about 7 ; tail 2'5 ; wing 64 ; tarsus "65 ; bill from

gape 1.

Distribution. The Andaman Islands. This species extends through

the islands to Australia.

Habits, Sfc. The nest of this species was found in the Andamans
by Davison in a hollow at the top of a stump in May, but it did

not contain eggs.

Family ORIOLID^E.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semirings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, the upper

one simply notched; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, composed of

two entire longitudinal laminae ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue

non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the lower edge

of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to

the culmen ; plumage of the nestling streaked ; rictal bristles

present ; rectrices twelve ; sexes generally different ; an autumn

moult only.

The Orioles comprise a number of birds which are found over

the tropical and temperate regions of the Old World. They are

mostly birds of bright plumage. They have rich flute-like notes,

and in habits are strictly arboreal, never descending to the ground.

Only one genus is found in India.

Genus ORIOLUS, Linn., 1766.

The genus Oriolus contains nine Indian species of birds, several

of which are well-known in India under the name of "Mango-
bird." The prevailing colour of these birds is yellow, one species

only being red. The young are densely streaked below, and they
retain traces of streaks in their plumage probably for two years.

The Orioles frequent forests and well-wooded tracts of country,
confining themselves entirely to trees, on the fruit of which, to-

gether with insects found on the leaves, they subsist. Many species
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are sedentary, others are migratory to a small extent, and one is

absent from India entirely during the summer months. The
Orioles make cup-shaped nests, which are suspended by the rim
from the fork of a branch, and they lay spotted eggs. Their notes
are very liquid and rich.

In Oriolus the bill is as long as the head, the culmen gently

curved, and the tip notched and bent; the -nostrils are lengttiened

and exposed ; the rictal bristles are fairly strong ; the head is never
crested ; the wing is long and sharp, the first primary longer than
half the second ; the tail is much shorter than the wing and slightly

I'ounded ; the tarsus is short and scutellated.

Key to the Species.

a. Tail black and yellow or green.
a'. Nape black, crown yellow.

a". Outer webs of secondaries and ter-

tiaries conspicuously greenish yel-

low ; all qmlls tipped yellow.

a'". Nape-band mudi more than half

inch broad O. indicus, p. 602.

b"'. Nape-band much less than half

inch broad O. tenuirostris, p. 503.

b". Outer webs of secondaries and ter-

tiaries black in male, brown in

female, with hardly a tinge ofgreen;
tips to quills absent or obsolete.

c'". Nape-band more than half inch
broad ; wing about 6 O. macrurus, p. 603.

d'". Nape-band less than half inch •

broad ; wing about 6 O. andatncmensis, p. 604.

b'. Nape and crown yellow or greenish
yellow,

c". Wing much more than 6.

e'". Lores black, continued back be-

hind the eye O. kundoo, p. 604.
/'". Lores only black O. galbida, p. 605.

d". Wing much less th^ji 5 O. xanthonatus $ , p. 505.

c'. Nape and crown black,

e". Abdomen white streaked with black . O. xanthonotiis S , p. 605.

f". Abdomen plain yeUow O. melanocephalus,^. 506.

b. Tail red O. traiUii, p. 508.

The first eight Orioles on our list may be termed Yellow Orioles.

The young of these resemble each other very closely for the first

few months, and subsequently pass through similar stages.

In the nestling, the feathers of the upper plumage are greenish

tipped with yellow, and those of the lower white streaked with

brown.
Soon after the young are fully fledged, the yellow tips to the

upper plumage drop off, the streaks below become firmer and

blackish, and the whole plumage yellower. About the first autumn
the black marks on the head which characterize the different species

become apparent, as also the yellow marks on the wings and tail.
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Between the first and second autumns a continual change, tending

to the complete adult plumage, takes place, the streaks gradually-

disappearing, the yellow becoming more intense, and the black

marks on the head more pronounced. The young of the different

species may generally be identified by the same characters which

differentiate the adults,

514. Oriolns indicns. The Black-^aped Oriole.

Oriolus indicus, Jerd. HI. Ind. Orn. pi. 15 ; Slyth, Cat. p. 216 ;

Horsf. §• M. Cat. i, p. 270 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 109 ; Bdl, 8. F. tu,

p. 215.

Oriolus diffii^us, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 197 (1877) ;
Legge, Birds

Ceyl. p. 356.

Oriolus mdicus {Jerdon), Hwme ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 329 ;
Hume, Cat.

no. 471 ; Oates, B. S. i, p. 211 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 195 ; Svme,
8. F. xi, p. 186.

The Blach-naped Indian Oriole, Jerd.

Fig. 147.—Head of 0. indicns.

' Coloration. Male. Lores and a streak through the eye, widening

to a band three quarters of an inch wide across the nape, black ; the

whole remaining plumage bright yellow ; median pair of tail-

feathers black with narrow yellow tips ; the others progressively

more tipped with yellow towards the outer pair, which is tipped to

the extent of an inch and a half ; primaries black, tipped and edged
narrowly with yellowish white, the secondaries more broadly edged
with the same ; tertiaries with the whole outer webs and a portion

of the inner webs next the shaft yellow ; winglet black ; priraary-

boverts black, tipped with yellow to the extent of about "4 inch

;

upper wing-coverts bright yfeUow, the inner webs of the greater

coverts being black.

Female. Eesembles the male, except that the back is tinged with
green.

In tlie adult the iris is pink, eyelids pinkish ; bill pink, more or
less livid in places ; inside of the mouth flesli-colour; legs and toes
deep plumbeous ; the claws dark brown ; young birds have the bill

brown or black.

Length 10'7
; tail 4; wing 6'1 ; tarsus 1'05 ; bill from gape 1'4,

Distribution. Occurs over a considerable portion of the Indian
peninsula, but is rare. The British Museum contains specimens
from various parts of the western coast from Eatndgiri down to
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Travancore. This species also occurs in Ceylon. Jerdon records it

from Dharwar and near Calcutta ; Swinhoe from Mdnpur, Central
India; and Ball from the Eajmehal hills. Further east, Hume met
with it in Manipur, Blyth received it from Arrakan, and I found
it abundant in Southern Pegu. Davison observed this Oriole in
Tenasserim from Moulmein down to Malawun. It is a winter
visitor only to the above localities, being found from October to
March. It summers in China and Mongolia.

515. Oriolus tenuirostris. The Burmese Blach^najped Oriole.

Oriolus tenuirosti-is, Blyth, J.A.S.B.xv, p. 48 (1846); id. Cat.

p. 216 ; mime, 8. F. iii, p. 131 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii,

pt. ii, p. 166 ; Blyth, Birds Bu7-m. p. 140 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii,

p. 198 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 329 ; Himie, Cat. no. 471 ter

;

ScaUy, S. F. viii, p. 298 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 212 ; Hume, S. F.
xi, p. 187.

Coloration. In general appearance similar to 0. indicus. DifEers

in having a more slender bill ; in the wing-spot or yellow on the

primary-coverts being larger, the length of the yellow marks being
about three quarters of an inch ; in the amount of yellow on the
tail extending to nearly 2 inches on the outer feathers, and to

1 inch on those next the middle pair, against 1"5 and "4 inch respec-

tively in 0. indicus ; in the narrower width of the band on the

nape, which is never more than -4 inch as against •? in 0. indicus ;

and in the back of the male being tinged with green.

Toung birds are difficult to separate. If very young, weight
must be attached to the smaller bill and to the smaller amount
of yellow on the tail. When the nape-band becomes indicated,

however feebly, there can be no doubt to which species the bird

examined belongs.

In the adult the iris is red ; bill pale pink ; inside of the mouth
flesh-colour; legs plumbeous; claws dark horn-colour; in the

young the bill is black.

Length about 10 ; tail 3*7 ; wing 5*9 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
gape 1'35.

Distribution. Nepal ; Darjiling terai ; Bhutan and Buxa Doars ;

Cachar ; Manipur ; Karennee ; Arrakan ; Pegu ; Tenasserim to

the extreme south. Eare, but apparently a permanent resident.

516. Oriolus macnirus. The Nicohar Black-naped Oriole.

Oriolus macroiirus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, pp. 46, 370 (1846) ; id.

Cat. p. 216; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. j, p. 270; Bali, S. F. i, p. 71;
Hume, S. F. ii, p. 228, iii, p. 132 ; id. Cat. no. 471 quat. ; Sharpe,

Cat. B.M. iii, 1^.202.

Coloration. Male. Lores and a band through the eye and across

the nape, where it becomes about three quarters of an inch broad,

black; forehead, crown, the whole upper plumage, lesser and
median coverts, and outer webs of the greater wing-coverts deep
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golden yellow ; remainder of the wing black ; the primary-covertB

tipped yellow ; some of the primaries .very narrowly margined with

yellowish white about the middle of the outer web ; the secondaries

obsoletely tipped with yellowish white ; edge of the wing and the

whole lower pluinage deep yellow ; the two middle tail-feathers

black tipped with yellow, the others progressively more tipped

with yellow, the extent of yellow on the outermost feather being

about two inches.

.Female. Differs from the male in having the yellow parts less

bright, and the back and wing-coverts tinged with green j black of

wing less intense, the primaries more broadly margined with yel-

lowish, and the outer webs of the secondaries and tertiaries tinged

vdth green.

Legs and feet plumbeous ; claws dark horny ; bill carneous ; iris

carmine in the adult, duU red-brown in the young {Hume).

Length about 11 ; tail 4-7 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
1-6.

Distribution. The Nicobar Islands, throughout the group.

617. Oriolus andamauensis. T%e Andaman Black-naped Oriole.

Oriolus andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1807, p. 326 ; Ball, 8. F.
i, p. 72 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 226, iii, p. 132 ; id. Cat. no. 471 bis

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 200.

Broderipus andamanensis, Tytler, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 305.

Coloration. Differs from 0. macrurus in being much smaller and
in having the nape-band narrower, not exceeding half an inch in

breadth.

Legs and feet plumbeous, sometimes tinged with green ; soles

dirty grey ; bill carneous or delicate pink ; ridge of culmen in some
specimens brown on the terminal half ; iris carmine ; eyelids

brovraish red (Hume).

Length about 10 : tail 4 ; wing 5'3
; tarsus -9

; bill from gape
1-3.

Distribution. The Andaman Islands, where this species has been
procured on the South Andaman and Macpherson's Straits.

518. Oriolus knudoo. The Indian Oriole.

Oriolus kundoo, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 87 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 216

;

Horsf. ^ M. Cat i, p. 271 ; Jet-d. B. I. ii, p. 107 ; Bume 8(

Hendm-s. Lah. to Yarh. p. 200, pi; xi ; Hume, N. Sf E. p. 299

;

Scully, 8. F. iv, p. 140 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 216 ; Hume, Cat. no.
470; Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 194; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 297: id.

Ibis, 1881, p. 440 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 198 ; Oates in Hume's
N. 4f- E. 2nd ed. i, p. 354.

Pilah, Hind. ; Vanga-pandu, Tel. ; Pawseh, Mahr. ; Pashnool, Kashm.

Coloration. Male. The whole head, body, and under wing-
coverts rich yellow ; lores and a space round and behind the eye
black ; middle tail-feathers black with narrow yellow tips, the
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others progressively less black and more yellow, the outeiinost

feather almost entirely yellow, the black being confined to the base

of the outer web ; wings black, all the quills tipped and partially

margined with yellow ; basal third of primary-coverts black,

remainder yellow.

Female. Differs from the male in having the back and scapulars

tinged with green.

Iris maroon-red ; bill brownish flesh-colour ; legs and feet

bluish-slate (Butler).

Length about 9'5 ; tail 3'6 ; wing 5-5 ; tarsus -9
; bill from

gape 1"4.

Distribution. The whole of India, from Kashmir and the Hima-
layas (up to 9000 feet) to Cape Comorin, and from Bind to

Western Bengal, the furthest point to the east from which this

species is recorded being Manbhoom.
This Oriole is a permanent resident in the plains and lower

ranges of the Himalayas, and a summer visitor to Kashmir and the

higher ranges. It extends into Afghanistan and Turkestan, but

visits the latter country only in summer.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to August, constructing a cradle-

like nest of grass and strips of bark, which is suspended by the

sides from the fork of a leafy branch of a large tree. The eggs,

three or four in number, are white, spotted with black or reddish

brown, and measure about l-ll by "SI.

519. Oriolus galbula. The European Oriole.

Oriolus galbula, Linn. Syst Nat. i, p. 160 (1766) ; Hume, S. F. i,

p. 182 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 191 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 387

;

id. Oat. no. 470 bis ; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 136 ; Sames,
Birds Bom. p. 194.

Coloration. Eesembles 0. Jcundoo. Differs in having the black

on the head confined to the lores only and in having more black

on the tail, the outermost feather being black on fully its basal

half. 0. galbula has also a longer wing.

Bill dull reddish ; iris blood-red ; legs lead-grey (Dresser).

Length about 10 ; tail 3-7 ; wing 6 ; tarsus -9
; bill from gape

1-3.

Dresser states that the adult female differs considerably in plu-

mage from the male, but there is nothing in the British-Museum

series of this bird which lends support to this statement. The

male and female appear to differ in exactly the same particulars

as do the sexes of 0. Jacndoo.

Distribution. A rare visitor to Sind in the autumn and winter.

This Oriole is largely spread over Europe and Africa and portions

of Western Asia.

520. Oriolus xanthonotus. The Malay Black-headed Oriole.

Oriolus xanthonotus, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Sac. xiiijp. 152 (1821)
;

id. Zool. Bes. Java, pi. ; Blyth, Cat. p. 215 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat.
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i, p. 268; Stolicdta, J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 317; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. iii, p. 213 ; Hwrm ^ Dav. 8. P. yi, p. 330 ; Sume, Cat.

no. 473 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 215.

Coloration. Male. The whole head, neck, chin, throat, and

breast black ; abdomen and flanks white, streaked with black

;

under tail-coverts yellow ; sides of the breast tinged with yellow ;

axillaries grey ; under wing-coTerts black, margined with yellow

;

back,, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts, rump, and ^pper tail-coverts

yellow ; median wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with yellow

;

the remaining coverts and all the quills black, most of them very

narrowly edged with yellow ; tail black, tipped with yellow, very

narrowly on the median pair of feathers, and to an increasing

extent outwardly.

Female,. The whole upper plumage, with the lesser wing-coverts

and tertiaries, olive-yellow, and the feathers of the head with dusky

striations ; lores grey ; feathers round the edges of the eyelids

yellow ; the ear-coverts olive-yellow, with paler shafts ; chin and

throat whitish ; breast, abdomen, and flanks white, streaked with

black ; under tail-coverts yellow ; median and greater wing-coverts

brown, edged with olive-yellow ; primaries dark brown, very nar-

rowly edged with pale yellow; secondaries dark brown, broadly

edged with olive-yellow ; tertiaries wholly olive-yellow ; tail olive-^

yellow, all the feathers tipped with bright yellow, as in the male,

and all but the middle feathers with the portion near the shaft

more or less dark brown.
Owing to the adult female in this species being streaked, the

young resemble her closely, but the wing-coverts of the latter are

always edged with ferruginous. The young male in passing to the

adult stage undergoes the same changes as the young of the other

Yellow Orioles. Occasionally an apparently adult male is found
with black spots on the back and black margins to the rump-
feathers.

The legs and feet are plumbeous blue or very dark plumbeous,
the bill very dark fleshy or pale fleshy brown ; the irides crimson
{Hume Sf Davison).

Length 8 : tail 2-8
; wing 4*4 ; tarsus '8

; bill from gape I'l.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, extending down
the Malay peninsula to Sumatra, Java, and Borneo.

521. Oriolus melanocephalus. The Indian Black-headed Oriole.

Orioliis melanocephalus, Idnn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 160 (1766) ; Bh/th, Cat,

p. 216 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. 1, p. 269 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 110 ; Sto-
liczJea, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. ii, p. 39 ; Hume, N. § E. p. 301

;

Butler, S. F. iii, p. 474 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 215 ; Anders.
Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 660 ; Hmne, Cat. no. 472 ; Leffffe, Birds
Ceyl. p. 357 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 214 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 195

;

Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 187 ; Oates in Hmne's N.^E. 2nd ed. i, p. 359.
Oriolus ceylonensis, Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 347 (1850) ; Jerd. B. I,

ii, p. Ill; Hume, J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. ii, p. 118; id. 8. F.
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i, p. 439 ; id. Cat. no. 473 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 216 ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 196.

Oriolus himalayanus, Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 358 (1879).

The Bengal Black-headed Oriole, The Southern Black-headed Oriole,

Jerd. ; Pilak, Zarddk, Hind. ; Pirola at Goruckpore ; Kondorvanga pandu,
Tel. ; Ka-kandla, Cing. ; Mamkoel, Mambala kuruvi, Tarn, in Ceyl.

Coloration. Male. The whole head, chin and throat, and the

upper breast black. With this exception the whole of the body-

plumage is bright yellow ; coverts to primaries black, with yellow

tips forming a wing-spot ; winglet black ; the upper wing-coverts

yellow ; the first primary wholly black, the others black tipped

with yellow and obsoletely margined with yellowish white on the

outer web ; secondaries and tertiaries black, with broad diagonal

tippings of yellow on the outer webs, gradually extending also to

the inner web; the last tertiary or two wholly yellow on the

outer web ; tail yellow, the middle pair of feathers black on

their terminal half, with a yellow tipping, the next pair with less

black and a greater yellow tipping, and the third pair with merely

a small patch of black on the outer web (absent in very old birds).

The shafts of all the rectrices black.

Female. Eesembles the male, but has the yellow of the back and
breast less bright with sometimes a tinge of greeti.

In the adult the iris is crimson, the eyelids plumbeous, the inside

of the mouth flesh-colour, the bill pinkish, the legs plumbeous, and
the claws dark horn-colour ; the young have the iris brown and
the bill varying from black, when quite young, to pink varied with

dusky, when older.

Length 9'5 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 5*4 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1'3.

The majority of the members ofthis species in Ceylon and Soutliern

India are smaller and have less yellow on the wing than birds from

other parts, but as some Ceylon specimens can be matched by others

from Northern India, I do not propose to keep the two races

distinct.

Birds of this species vary in the greater or less amount of

yellow on the tertiaries, these being entirely yellow on the outer

webs in some birds and black tipped with yellow in others. The
primary-coverts are tipped with yellow in varying quantity, the

yellow tips ranging from one third to one half of an inch. The

length of wing varies from about 4"8 to 5'5.

Distribution. The whole of India east of a line drawn roughly

from the Sutlej valley through Mount Abu to Kattiwar, not

on the Himalayas, however, to any great height, probably not

above 4000 feet ; the whole of Assam and the tracts to the south

through Burma to Tenasserim, where this species occurs as far

south as Mergui ; Ceylon ; the Andamans. This Oriole is every-

where a permanent resident in the well-wooded parts of the

country.

Habits, 4-c. Breeds from April to August. The nest and eggs

are similar to those of 0. Jcundoo. The eggs measure about 1-14

by -82.
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522. Oriolns traillii. The Maroon Oriole.

Pastor traillii, Viffws, P. Z. S. 1881, p. 175 ; Oould, Cent. pi. 35.

Analcipus traillii ( V^.), Wardlaw Samsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 467.

Psaropholus traillii (Vig.), Jard. 8f Selb. III. Orn. iv, pi. 26 ; Blyth §•

Wald. Birds Burm. p. 139.

Oriolus traillii (Viff.), Blyth, Cat. p. 215; Horsf. 8f M. Cat. i,

p. 272; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 112; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. iii, p. 222;
Hume, Ca«. no. 474; Scully, S. F.Viii, p. 209; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 216 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 188 ; Oates in HumeU N. ^ E. 2nd ed.

i, p. 362.

Melarnbok, Lepch, ; Tania-pia, fihut.

Coloration. The whole head, neck, chin, and throat black ; the

wings and under wing-coverts, with the tips of some of the

scapulars, glossy black ; remainder of plumage, with the tail,

bright shining maroon-red, the tail not so bright as the other

parts.

The young have the crown and nape dark brovm ; back, rump,
scapulars, and wing-coverts dark brown, each feather edged with
rufous ; . upper tail-coverts maroon-red, with black shafts ; tail

maroon-red ; the greater part of the middle pair of feathers and
the edges of the outer webs of the others brown ; lower plumage
white, streaked with brown ; under tail-coverts pale maroon

;

wings brown. As the bird grows older the head becomes black,

the upper plumage loses the rufous fringes and turns gradually to

maroon, the under plumage becomes tinged with red, the streaks

•disappear, and the adult plumage is assumed by a series of slow
changes.

Bill pale bluish grey ; irides pale bufEy yellow ; feet plumbeous

;

c aws blue at base, pale horny at tip (Scully).

Length 11 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1'45.

Bistribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej valley to Dibru-
garh in Assam ; the Khdsi hills ; Manipur ; Karennee ; Northern
Tenasserim; Pegu; Arrakan. This species is rare and very
locally distributed. It ascends the Himalayas to 7000 or 8000
feet.

Habits, SfC. The nest of this Oriole has been found in Sikhim in

April. It is of the usual Oriole type. The eggs resemble those
of 0. hundoo, and measure about 1'13 by "82.
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Family EULABETIDiE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of the mandible smooth or the

upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus longitudially

bilaminated, the laminjB entirely smooth ; wing with ten primaries

;

tongue non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the line of forehead,

the space between the nostrils and the edge of the mandible less

than the distance between the nostril and the culmen ; plumage of

the nestling streaked ; rictal bristles present ; sexes alike ; rectrices

twelve ; first primary small ; one moult in the year.

The family Eulabetidce, so far as India is concerned, contains

only two genera, Eulahes and Colornis. These genera are usually

placed among the Stumidoe, but there are such important dif-

ferences between the two families, that I deem it necessary to

separate them.

The Eulabetidce are strictly arboreal, have rictal bristles, and
lay spotted eggs. The Stumidce, on the other hand, procure a great

portion of their food on the ground, have no trace of rijCtal bristles,

and lay spotless eggs.

In Galornis the young bird is very greatly streaked, but in

Euldbes the plumage of the young, so far as specimens of the

young at my disposal have enabled me to determine the point, are

plain. But I have seen no really young nestling. Probably

Eulabes should not be associated with Qaloniis, but rather with

the subfamily Sibiincs of the Orateropodidce.

Key to the Genera.

a. Fleshy wattles on the head Eulabes, p. 509.

h. No wattles on the head Caloenis, p. 514.

Genus EULABES, Cuvier, 1817.

The genus Eulabes contains the Grrackles or Talking-Mynas, four

of which are Indian species and well-known familiar cage-birds.

The Grackles chiefly frequent forests on hills, but are at times

found in the plains. They feed entirely on fruit, never descending

to the ground. Their natural notes are varied, and they are easily

taught to repeat words and sounds. They live on the highest

trees, laying their eggs in natural hollows of trees which are

merely lined with a few leaves or a little grass. The eggs are

generally only two in number, and they are a pale green or blue,

spotted and splashed with purple and chocolate-brown.
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In Eulahes the plumage is very glossy ; the head is furnished

with fleshy wattles, and there are frequently some bare patches of

skin on the side of the head ; the bill is thick, high, and curved,

shorter than the head ; the rictal bristles are weak ; the feathers

of the erowu are very short and curled inwards, with a sort of

parting down the middle of the crown ; the wing is rather blunt,

and the tail short and nearly square ; the feet are strong.

All the G-rackles are resident species or very leeally migratory.

Key to the Species.

a. Some bare skin on aides of head.

a'. Two elongate bare patches of skin on the

nape E. religiota, p. 510.

6'. No bare patches of skin on the nape.

a". Bare patch under eye joined to patch

over ear-coverts E. intermedia, p. 511.

v. Bare patch under eye not connected with
patch over ear-coverts E. javanensis, p. 512.

b. No bare skin on sides of head E. ptihgenys, p. 513.

523. Eulabes religiosa. The Southern OracHe.

Gracula religiosa, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 164 (1766) ; Myth, Cat.

p. 108. •

Eulabes religiosa (Linn.), Horsf. Sf M. Cat. ii, p. 522 ; Jerd. B. I.

ii, p. 337 ; Hwme, N. ^ E. p. 435 ; id. S. F. iv, p. 402 ; Fairbank,

S. F. V, p. 407 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 221 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 682

;

Hume, Cat. no. 692 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 401 ; Barnes, Birds

Bom. p. 258 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 363.

Mainatus religiosa (Linn.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 99.

The Southern Hill Myna, Jerd. ; Kohni inaina Hind. ; Konda gorinka,

Tel.

Coloration. The whole plumage glossy black, most of the pri-

maries with a patch of white at their base ; portions of the head

bare as shown (fig. 148) ; the coronal and auricular nude patches

joined posteriorly and produced into wattles.

The young are dull black and have no wattles.

Iris brown, the outer edge white, darkly mottled ; bill orange-

yellow ; legs and feet citron-yellow ; lappets and cheek-spot rich

yellow, the latter tinged with blue at the upper edge (Legge).

Length about 10; tail 2*8 ; wing 5-8 ; tarsus 1-2; biU from
gape 1"4.

Distribution. The hilly and well-wooded portions of the southern
part of India ; Ceylon. This species is rather local, and confined

chiefly to the large forests of the western coast of India as far

north as Coorg. It is, however, found on the east as far north as

Goomsur and the Northern Circars, according to Ball. On the
Palni hills it is found between 4000 and 5000 feet, and on the
Nilgiris from 4000 feet downwards. In Ceylon, according to
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Legge, it is not found above 1500 feet. The distribution of this

species is not well shown by the series in the British Museum, and
its northern limits are difficult to determine.

[Kg. 148.—Head of E. reUgiosa.

Habits, ^c. Breeds from March to October. The
about 1-3 by "88, and are generally two in number.

eggs measure

524. Eulabes intermedia. The Indian GraeJde.

Giacula intermedia, A. Hay, Madr. Journ. L. S. xiii, pt. ii, p. 157
ri844) ; Bh/th, Cat. p. 107 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 391.

Emahes intermedia (A. Hay), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 623 ; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 339; Ball, S. F. i, p. 77; Wardlaw Mamsay, Ibis,

1877, p. 460; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 222; Oates in Hume's N. & E.
2nd ed. i, p. 366.

Eulabes andamanensis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 331 ; Wcdd.
Ibis, 1871, p. 177.

Eulabes javanensis (Os5.), Hume, N. ^ E. p. 436; id. S. F. ii,

p. 254, V, p. 86; id. § Bav. S. F. vi, p. 396; Hume, Cat. no. 693
(part.).

Mainatus intermedius {A. Hay), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 104.

Mainatus andamanensis (Tytler), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 107.

The Nepal Hill Myna, Jerd. ; Paharia-maina, Hind. ; Thaleegah,

Bium.

Fig. 149.—Head of E. intermedia.

Coloration. The whole plumage black, the edges of the feathers

broadly edged with metallic lilac and green ; wings and tail dull

black, most of the primaries with a patch of white at their base.

The young bird is dull black and has no wattles. These begin

to grow in the first October after birth.

Bill coral-red, yellow at the tip ; mouth flesh-colour ; iris brown ;
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wattles and naked skin of head yellow, tinged with orange on the

sides of the head ; the corner near the eye faintly tinged with

blue ; legs yellow ; claws yellowish horn-colour.

Length about 11-5; tail 3-3; wing 6'4; tarsus 1-4; bill from

gape 1"5.

A race of this species from the Andamans and Nicobars has

been separated under the name of E. andamanensis. Typical

examples have a longer wing and more white'on the wing than

E. intermedia. I do not consider it advisable to retain this race

separate.

Distribution. The Himalayas from Kumaun to Assam, and thence

through Burma to the southernmost portion of Tenasserim, and
down the Malay peninsula ; south-eastern Central Provinces and
neighbouring tracts, where this species has been recorded from
Gangpur aud Sarunda, Kalahandi, Jaipur, Bastar, and Sambalpur.

This species does not ascend the Himalayas to any great height,

but keeps chiefly to the lower ranges and valleys. It is found in

the Andamans and Nicobars.

Habits, 6fc. Breeds from March to May, laying two or three

eggs, which measure about 1"13 by '8.

525. Eulabes javanensis. The Malay Graekle.

Oorvus javanensis, Osheck, Voy. to China, i, p. 157 (1771).
Eulabes javanus, Cuv. Bigne Anim. 2nd ed. i, p. 377 (1829).

Gracula javanensis {Osb.), Blyth, Cat. p. 107 (part.) ; Hume, Cat.

no. 693 (part.)
;
Qates, B. B. i, p. 393.

Eulabes javanensis (Oab.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 524 (part.)

;

fValden, Ibis, 1871, p. 176.

Mainatus iavanensis (Osb.), Sharps, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 102.

Mg. 150.—Head of E. javanensis.

Coloration. Eesembles E. intermedia, but is much larger, with
very much more massive biU and legs. The chief difference
between the two species, however, consists in the shape and dis-

position of the naked patches on the side of the head. In E. irtr-

termedia the patch under the eye and the one over the ear-coverts
are joined together. In E. javanensis the patches are in most
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cases quite separated by a feathered tract, as shown in the cut
(fig. 150). For this cut I have selected a bird in which this

feature is marked in an extraordinary degree, but it is more or
less the same in other specimens. Some birds, however, have the
patches joined by a narrow line not broader than an ordinary pin.

But under no circumstances can the two species be confounded, if

well-prepared specimens of each he examined.
Bill orange-vermilion, yellow at the tip ; legs and wattles sulphur-

yellow (Wardlatv Ramsay).
Length about 12-5; tail 3-5 ; wing 6-8; tarsus 1-5; bill from

gape 1-6.

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, probably ranging
into the Thoungyeen valley. The Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java,

and Borneo.
Habits, ^c. A nest of a Graclde found by Bingham in Tenasserim,

judging by the size oE the eggs, belonged to this species. It was
found in March, and the two eggs it contained measured 1 3 by
95, and 1-27 by -93.

526. Eulabes ptilogenys. The Ceylon Orackle.

Gracula ptilogenys, Bhjtk, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 285 (1846) ; id. Cat.

p. 108.

Eulabes ptilogenys {Blyth), Hume, S. F. vii, p. 410 ; hegge. Birds
Ceyl. p. 685, pi. 29, flg. 2 ; Hume, Cat. no. 693 bis ; Oates in

Hume^ N. iS,- E. 2nd ed. i, p. 366.

Mainatus ptilogenys (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 109.

Mal-Kaioada, Selalaheniya, Cing.

Fig. 151.—Head oi E. ptilogenys.

Coloration. No naked skin on side of head ; the whole plumage

brilliant glossy black, the first six or seven primaries with a patch

of white at their bases.

Iris (male) greyish white, dappled with brown, (female) white

or yellowish white; bill orange-red, with the upper mandible

black from gape to nostril, the lower black for half its length

;

legs and feet gamboge-yellow ; claws blackish ; lappets rich yellow

(JLegge).

Length about 10 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1-35 ; bill from

gape 1-4.

TOL. I. .^ L



514 etilabbtiDjE.

Distribution. Ceylon.
Habits, 6(0. Breeds in June, July, and August. The eggs, two

in numbei", measure about 1-3 by '97.

Genus CALORNIS, Gray, 1841.

The genus Calornis comprises some birds which are frequently

termed Glossy Starlings or Tree-Stares. They,are largely repre-

sented in South-eastern Asia and range to Australia. I do not

know how far the Glossy Starlings of Africa are related to the

Glossy Starlings of Asia, but there seem to be important differences

between some of them.
In Calornis the plumage is highly glossy ; the bill is stout with

the culmen curved ; the nostrils small and round ; the wing sharp

and long ; the tail moderate in length and considerably graduated,

and the foot strong.

Kg. 152.—Head of C. chalyheius.

Only one species of Calornis occurs in India, and of this species

the insular race from the islands of the Bay of Bengal is subject to

some variation in colour.

527. Calornis chalybeiusi The Glossy Calornis.

Turdus chalybeus, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soe. xiii, p. 148 (1821).

Turdus strigatus, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Sac. xiii, p. 148 (1821).

Lanius insidiator, Saffles, Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 307 (1821).

Calornis cantor (6rm.), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 111.

Calornis affinis, A. Say, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, pp. 36, 369 (1846) ;

Bh/th, Cat. p. Ill ; WaM. Ibis, 1876, p. 461.

Calornis chalybeus {Horsf.'), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 543 ; Hume ^
DaVy 8. F. Ml, p. 394; Hume, Cat. no. 690 bis; Oates, B. B. i,

p. 390 ; Sharps, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 143 ; Gales in Hume's N. 8f E.
2nd ed. i, p. 367.

Calornis tvtleri, Hume. S. F. i, p. 480 (1873) ; id. N. i^ E. p. 434

;

id. S. F. ii, p. 253 ; id. Cat. no. 690 ter.

Calornis irwini, Hume, S. F. i, p. 481 (1873).

Coloration. The lores and feathers at the base of the upper
mandible black without gloss ; with this exception, the whole plu-
mage black with a brilliant green gloss ; wings and tail black with
only a faint bluish gloss.

The young have the upper plumage brown overlaid with green

;

the wings brown, edged paler ; the lower plumage bufiy white,
streaked with greenish brown.
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In all adults the legs, feet, and bill are black, the irides crimson
scarlet. In younger birds the legs and feet are brownish or

bluish black, the irides yellowish white ; at a later stage the irides

are pale yellow with- a reddish-brown tinge ; then they become
orange-vermilion, and finally scarlet-crimson {Hume ^ Dmiison).

Length 8-5 ; tail 3-2 ; wing 4-1 ; tarsus "9
; bill from gape 1.

Making small allowances, the plumage and size of this species

are very constant throughout its great range. Birds from the

Andamans are somewhat larger on the whole, but some birds from
Tipperah run very close to them in this respect. Singapore speci-

mens are the smallest. The Andaman race, in addition to being

somewhat larger, is of a much darker green, almost a black in some
lights. I do not, however, propose to separate this insular form,

as I have had a difficulty in separating some of the Andaman birds

from others from Tipperah and Burma.
Distribution. Tipperah ; Dacca ; Cachar ; the Khasi hiHs ; Arra-

kan ; the southern half of Tenasserim from Tay to Malewun ; the

Andamans and Nicobars ; extending down the Malay peninsula

to Sumatra, Java, and Borneo.
Habits, iSfe. This Cahrnis associates in large flocks and frequents

trees, never descending to the ground. It breeds in holes of trees,

in the recesses of old bridges and buildings, in holes in the banks

of rivers, and in the tops of palm-trees. The eggs, which appear

to be three in number, are pale greenish blue spotted and blotched

with reddish and purple. They measure about 1 by -74.

2i2
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Fig. 153.

—

Acridotheres trisfis.

Family STURNIDiE.

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the

bronchial semi-rings ; the edgeij of both mandibles smooth, or the

upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus bilaminated,

the laminae entire and smooth ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue

non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the line of forehead, the space

between the nostril and the edge of the mandible less than the

space between the nostril and the culmen ; plumage of the nestling

typically streaked ; no rictal bristles nor vestige of any ; sexes

alike or very nearly so ; rectrices twelve j first primary minute

;

one moult in the year.

The Stumida or the Starlings and Mynas, as restricted in this
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work, form one of the best-detined families of the Passeres. I
exclude from this family the Grackles {Eulabes) and the Grlossy

Starlings (Galornis), which have hitherto been associated with the
true Starlings by nearly all writers. These two genera differ in
so many important matters, as has been already pointed out, that

I cannot look upon them as in any way closely allied to the
Sturnidce.

The Sturnidce are spread over a considerable portion of the Old
"World. A few species are migratory, but the majority, especially

of the Indian species, are resident. They are almost without
exception gregarious. They frequent trees, but the main portion
of their food is obtained on the ground.' ' They breed in holes of

trees and buildings, a very few only making nests of straw in

branches, and they all lay unspotted egga of various tints of blue.

The plumage of the young of the Sturnidce is in most cases

streaked below. This is most evident and most developed in

SturniM; but many other genera show indications of streaking

in various degrees. On the other hand, some genera appear to

have the young quite plain. The series of nestlings in the British

Museum is necessarily very imperfect, since little attention is paid

by collectors to the acquisition of yx)ung specimens in down.

Key to the Oenera.

a. Wing pointed, secondaries falling short of
tip by more than length of tarsus.

a'. Crest extremely long, much exceeding
tarsus in length and reaching to upper
back Pastoe, p. 518.

v. Crest moderate or obsolete, always shorter

than tarsus.

a!' . Feathers of forehead short, lying flat

and directed backwards ; entire head
feathered.

a'". Bill stout, as long as head, broad
and bluntly tipped,

a*. Covering membrane of nostril

plumed only on posterior half;

plumage glossy, speckled Stuhnus, p. 519.

J*. Covering membrane of nostril

plumed throughout
;

plumage
neither glossy nor speckled .... Spobiopsae, p. 524.

V". Bill slender, shorter than head, nar-

rowing regularly to a sharp point,

c*. Middle rectrices longer than the

outermost Stuenia, p. 625.

d*. Middle rectrices shorter than the

outermost - Agbopsae, p. 530.

6". Feathers of forehead lengthened, pro-

jecting forward ; region of eye naked. Ampblicbps, p. 531.

b. "Wing bluut, secondaries falling short of tip

by less than length of tarsus.

d. Crest much longer than tarsus, reaching

to upper hack Tementtchus, p. 532.
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dl . Orest shorter than tarsus,

c". Bare sHn on side of head.

c'". Frontal feathers short and inclined

backv/aids.

e*. Bare skin of face restricted to a
patch behind eye Stuenobnis, p. 533.

y*. Bare skin of face extending both
belo-w and behind eye Gkacttlipica, p. 534.

rf'". Frontalfeatherslengthenedanderect Acbidothbhes, p. 537.

cC' . No bare skin on side of head.
e'". Bill shorter than head, culmen

curved ; frontal feathers lengthened,
curly, erect .^thiopsab, p. 539.

f". Bill a.s long as head, culmen straight

;

frontal feathers short and inclined

backwards Stitbnopastob, p. 542.

Genus PASTOR, Temra., 1815.

The genus Pastor contains one well-known Starling which is

found over the greater part of India proper for nine months of the

year, absenting itself during the other three for the purpose of

breeding in Western. Asia and Europe.

In Pastor the sexes are very closely alike, but the young bird is

brown, and streaked on the fore neck, and it takes nearly two years

to assume the adult plumage. The bill is rather shorter than the

head, slender and curved ; the nasal membrane is plumed ; the

head is fully crested with pointed feathers of great length ; the

wing is extremely long and pointed ; the tail short and square.

The plumage is very handsome and differs in colour in the summer
and winter, the tips which adorn the feathers in the latter season

dropping off in the former.

528. Pastor roseus. The Bote-colowred Starlinr/.

Turdus roseus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 294 (1766).

Pastor rcseus (Linn.), Blyth, Cat. p. Ill ; Sorsf. Sf M. Cat. ii, p. 639

;

Jerd. B. L ii, p. 383 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 331 ; Hume, S. F. i,

p. 208; Ball, 8. F. iii, p. 208; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 164; Sume,
Cat. no. 690 ; Boiff, S. F. Viii, p. 374 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 673

;

BarneB, Birds Bom. p. 257 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 63 ; Oaies
in Rume's N. 8f E. 2nd ed. i, p. 368.

Oolabi maina. Hind, in the North ; Tilyer, Hind, in the South

;

Parikirpitta, Palisa, Tel. ; Sura kuravi, Tam. ; Bya in Sind.

Coloration. The adult in summer has the whole head, crest, neck,
chin, throat and upper breast, wings and tail glossy black; under
wing-coverts and axillaries black, edged with white ; thighs, a patch
on each flank, and the under tail-coverts black tipped with white

;

remainder of the plumage rose-colour.

After the autumn moult and throughout the winter the black
feathers of the head, throat, and neck are tipped with buff. These
tips are cast at the end of winter, or get worn off.

The sexes are very similar, but the female is perhaps slightly
paler, with a shorter crest.
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The nestling has the whole plumage sandy brown, the' feathers
of the crown with darker centres, the lower plumage paler and
more inclined to white ; the whole fore neck streaked with brown

;

wings and tail dark brown, each feather edged with pale buff.

Fig. 154.—Head of P. roseiis.

At the first autumn moult the rose-colour is assumed in a faint
form, some black feathers make their appearance on the upper
breast, and the wings and tail become black. The fully adult
plumage is probably not assumed till the second autumn, and is

acquired by a gradual change of colour, not of feather.

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet yellowish brown ; bill pinkish-
flesh, brown on the culmen {Butler).

LengthaboutO; tail 2-5; wing5-2; tar8U3l'25; bill from gape 1 '3.

Distribution. The whole of India as far east as Western Bengal,
Ball recording this species from Manbhoom. It is found on the
lower ranges of the Himalayas as far east as Sikhim. It extends
to Ceylon, and is said to have occurred in the Andamans. It is

absent from India from about the middle of May to the beginning of

July, but is abundant at other times. It occurs over a considerable

portion of Europe and Western and Central Asia.

Habits, (Sfc. Occurs in large flocks, feeding chiefly on or near the

ground on grain, fruit, and insects. This Starling has not been
found breeding in any part of India. It breeds in large societies

in Asia Minor and other parts ip June, on rocky hill-sides, con-

structing its nest, which is merely a small pad of grass, on the

ground, under stones, or even in the open. The eggs, varying from
two to five, are white or bluish white, and measure about 1"1 by '8.

Genus STURNUS, Linn., 1766.

The genus Sturnus contains the true Starlings, birds which have

a wide distribution, and are more or less familiar and well-known
wherever they occur.

The Starlings may be recognized by their bright plumage, which
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is glossed with red, purple, and .blue, and by the hackled feathers of

the head, throat, and breast. They have a winter and a summer
plumage, the change from the winter to the summer garb being

caused by the casting of the bufi tips of the feathers, and the colour

of the bill changes according to season. The young are much
streaked below, and do not resemble the adult till the first autumn.

The sexes are closely, if not absolutely, alike.

The Starlings are gregarious. They feed chielfly on the ground,

on insects and worms, but they are fond of fruit and berries, which

they pick ofi trees. They breed in holes of trees, walls, and
buildings, making a slovenly nest of straw and feathers.

In Sturnus the bill is as long as the head, broad, blunt, and
straight. The nostrils are covered by a membrane which is

feathered on the posterior half. The wing is very sharp, but the

tail short and square.

Most of the true Starlings are migratory in a greater or less

degree.

The six species which occur in India are closely allied, but they

may be separated by the colour of the gloss on the feathers.

This gloss varies in each species, and'is in each instance correlated

with a certain geographical distribution, so that we may look on
these Starlings as constituting well-defined species. I have had
10 difficulty in separating the various species treated of here, both

!he colours and the dimensions being very constant in each

species.

Key to the Species.

a. Head green or blue ; interscapulary region

red.

a'. Rump bronze-green S. humii, p. 520.
6'. Rump red like the back.

a' Wing coppery-bronze, over 5 S. poi-phi^rmtotus, p. 521.
6". Wing bronze-green, about 4'5 S. minor, p. •522.

b. Head purplish red ; interscapulary region

green.

v . Scapulars, wings, and back unifoi'mly

freen ; under wing-coverts edged with
uff S. mensbien, p. .522.

d . Scapulars, wings, and bjck not of one
colour ; under wing-coverts edged with
white,

c". Backgreen; scapulars blue; wingsred S. poltai-atzskii, p. 523.
d". Back green ; scapulars and wings red H. purpurasvens, p. 524.

529. Sttirnas humii. The Himalayan Starling.

Sturnus indiciis, Hodgs. in Oray's Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1844 descr
nulla) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. .35 (1889).

'

Sturnus splendens, Bonap. Comp. Av. i, p. 421 (1850 e.v Temm
MS., descr. nulla). ,

Sturnus unicolor, Marmora, apnd. Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 322.
Sturnus nitens, Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 410 {neu Brehm); Hume &

Henders. Lah. to Yarlc. p. 260, pi. xxiv ; Hume, N. i^ H r, 405 .

id. S. F. iii, p. 409 ; id. Cut. no. 682 ; id. S. F. viii p 174 ~ '
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Sturnus humii, Brooks, Ibis, Oct. 1876, p. 500 ; id. S. F. viii, p. 487 ;

Gould, B. Asia, y (descr., nee fig, ^&= S.menzhieri); Oates in

JSume's N. Sr E. 2nd ed. i, p^ 369.
Sturnus ambiguua, Hume, S. F. iv, p. 512 (Deo. 1876), v, p. 238.

The Glossy Black Starling, Jerd.

Qnloration. Summsr. Black with a few fulvous specks, which
are sometimes abseat on the flanks ; wings and tail brown, edged
with velvety black ; under wing-coverts dark brown, edged with
white.

Winter. All the feathers of the upper plumage and wing-coverts

tipped with buff, the head alone in some old birds being spotless or

nearly so ; sides of head and lower plumage black, with large

whitish tips to the feathers of the flanks, lower abdomen, and
under tail-coverls.

Ghss. Forehead, crown, nape, and sides of head purplish blue,

ear-coverts greenish ; throat, neck, upper breast, and back coppery
red ; rump, scapulars, wings, and abdomen bronze-green.

The nestling is pale brown above and on the sides of the head
and neck ; lower plumage whitish streaked with brown i sides of

the body uniformly brown.
At the first autumn the colours and gloss of the adult are

assumed, but the terminal spots on the feathers remain very large and
numerous over the entire upper plumage, and the spots on the lower

plumage are also large, round, and pure white. In the first spring

these tips are in great measure cast off, but some few remain
throughout the first summer.

Bill yellow; legs and feet reddish brown (Hume).

Length about 7*5; tail, 2-2; wing 4'6; tarsus 1'15
; WH from

gape l"2f).

Distribution. Kashmir and the Himalayas to Nepal, occasionally

descending in winter to the plains, specimens having been procured

at Dinapore and Etawah, and in Sind. This species also occurs in

the extreme north-west of the Punjab, where it breeds. It extends

to Kandahar.
Habits, Sfe. Breeds in the Punjab and in Kashmir in April and

M.a,^, in holes of willow-trees, &c. The eggs measure about 1*13

by -83.

530. Sturnus porphyronotus. 'Th-e Central-Asian Starling.

Stuvnus purpurascens, Gould, apvd Hume, 8. F. viii, p. 174

;

Brooks, S. F. viii, p. 488 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 79 ; SmUy,
Ibis, 1881, p. 573.

Sturnus vulgaris, Linn., apud Scully, 8. F. iv, p. 162.

Sturnus porphyronotus, Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 438 ; id. Cat. B. M.
xiii, p. 88, pi. 2.

Coloration. Resembles S. humii.

Glois. Head, throat, and fore neck bronzy green ; whole upper

plumage and scapulars rich purple or purplish red ;• wings coppery

bronze ; breast reddish violet ; abdomen coppery bronze.
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Legs and feet dark reddish brown ; bill blackish brown in winter

;

iris dark brown (Hume); bill in summer yellow, dusky at tip

(Scully).

Length about 9; tail 2-8; wing 5-2; tarsus 1-2; bill from

gape 1-3.

Distribution. A winter visitor to India. In the British Museum
there are spscimens of this Starling from Kashmir, various parts of

the Punjab, Dehra, Saharanpur, Aligarh, and Etawah.
This species summers in Turkestan, and is also found in Afghani-

stan, but probably only in winter.

Habits, ^c, Breeds in Turkestan in May and June. According

to Scully the eggs measure 1"19 by '83.

531. SturuilS minor. The Small Indian Starling.

Sturnus minor, Hume, S. F. i, p. 207 (1873) ; Blanf. & F. v, p. 246

;

Hume, Cat. no. 681 bis ; id. S. F. viii, p. 174 ; Doig, S. F. viii,

p. 374 ; Barnes, Birds Bom,, p. 254 ; Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 440

;

id. Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 39 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. i,

p. 370.

Coloration. Eesembles S. liumii.

Gloss. Head, throat, and fore neck bronzy green ; back, rump,
upper tail-coverts, and scapulars very rich purplish red; wings
bronze-green ; breast reddish violet ; abdomen coppery bronze.

Iris in male brown, in female pale whitish ; bill yellow, dusky at

tip; legs and feet claret-brown (Doig); the bill appears to be
brown in winter.

Length about 8 ; tail 2-3 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus l-l ; bill from
gape 1-2.

Distribution. Permanently resident in Sind, and occurring as far

east as Etawah.
Habits, Sfc. Mr. Doig found this Starling breeding on the banks

of the Eastern Nara in Sind, from March to May, in holes of trees.

The eggs, frequently five in number, measure about 1-03 by "79.

532. Sturnus meuzMeri. The Common Indian Starling.

Sturnus vulgaris, Linn., apud. Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 321 ; Hume, S. F.
i, p. 206 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 221 ; Hume, Cat. no. 681 ; id. 8. F.

' viii, p. 175 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 320 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 253

;

Hume, S. F. xi, p. 260.

Sturnus humii, Gould, B. Asia, v, pi. 43 (nee descr.).

Sturnus menzbieri, Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 438 ; id. Cat. B. M. xiii

p. 33, pi. i.

The Common Starling, Jerd. ; Telior^maina, Hind. ; TUora, at Ghazipvu-

;

Nakshi-telia, at Agra ; Tilgiri, Eashm.

Coloration. Resembles S. humii. Under wing-coverts brown
broadly edged with buff.

Gloss. Head, neck, and throat purplish red ; upper plumage and
wings bronze-green ; lower plumage greenish blue.
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Bill blackish horn in winter, lower mandible narrowly edged
white ; legs and feet dark hazel ; iris deep brown (Butler).

Length about 9; tail 2-6; wing 5; tarsus 1-15; bill from
gape 1-3.

Distribution. A winter visitor to the Himalayas as far east as

Dibrugarh in Assam, and to the plains of India as far south as the

Fig. 155.—Head of S. menzhieri.

atitude of Baroda. In the British Museum there is, however, a

specimen procured by Burgess in the Deccan, and another from
the Tweeddale collection marked Madras.

Hume states that this species breeds in Kashmir. Scully on the

other hand informs us that it passes through G-ilgit at the spring

and autumn migration, and that a few remain during the winter in

that place. He does not appear to have noticed it in summei".

This Starling retires in summer to Siberia and portions of Central

Asia.

533. Sturnus poltaratzskii. Finsch's Starling.

Sturnus poltaratzskii, Finsch, P. Z. S. 1878, p. 7] 2; Sharpe, Ibis,

1888, p. 439; Scully, J. A. S. B. Ivi, pt. ii, p. 86; Sharpe, Cat.

B. M. xiii, p. 36.

Sturnus nobilior, Hume, S. F. viii, p. 175 (1879).

Coloration. Eesembles S. humii.

Gloss. Head, throat, neck, tail, and wings purplish red ; hind

neck, back, and breast bronze-green ; scapulars and rump purplish

blue ; abdomen purplish red.

Bill yellow in summer, the base of the lower mandible horn-

grey ; feet reddish brown ; iris brown (Finsch).

Length about 8*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4-8 to 5"2 ; tarsus 1'2 ; bill

from gape 1'3.

Distribution. The only specimens that I have seen of this Star-

ling from India are, one from Mardan in the Punjab on the

borders of Cabul, another from N.W. India, and one from Sind.

The first is in the Hume collection, the second in the Grould col-

lection, the third was collected by Blanford on the Manchhar.

This Starling occurs westwards as far as Europe in winter, and.

in Siberia and Central Asia in summer. Knsch found it breeding

on lake Marka-Kul in the Chinese High Altai at 5000 feet in

June.
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534. Sturnus pnrpurascens. Gould's Skirling.

Sturnus purpurascens, Gould, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 219; id. B. Asia,Y,

pi. 44_; ^arpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 440; id. Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 37.

Coloration. Eesembles S. humii.

Gloss. As in S. poltaratzskii, but the green of the back confined

to a small median portion only ; the other parts of the back suf-

fused with purplish red ; scapulars brilliant purplish red, not blue.

The colours of the bill, &c. are not recorded.

Length about 9; tail 2-8; wing 5-4; tarsus 1-2; bill from

gape 1'3.

Distribution. A rare visitor to India. I have examined a speci-

men procured by Col. Biddulph at Eawalpindi, and another from

the Gurgaon district, Punjab, procured by Mr. W. N. Ghill in

February.

This species appears to be a permanent resident in the south-

east portion of Europe and in Asia from Asia Minor to Kandahar.

Genus SPODIOPSAE *, Sharpe, 1889.

The genus Spodiopsar differs from Sturnus in having the cover-

ing membrane of the nostril entirely plumed, and in the plumage
being without gloss. There is, moreover, no difference in Spodi-

opsar between the summer and the winter plumage. The culmen
of the bill is slightly curved and not perfectly straight as in

Sturnus. The sexes are alike.

The head of Spodiopsar eineraceus resembles so closely that of

Sturnus menzbieri in structure, except in the particulars above

noted, that it is not necessary to figure it.

535. Spodiopsar eineraceus. The Grey Starling.

Sturnus eineraceus, Temm. PL Col. ii, pi. 656 (1835) ; id. Sf Sclileg.

Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 85, pi. 45 ; David S^ Oustalet, Ous. Chine,

p. 361.

Poliopsar eineraceus (Temm.), Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 476;-!rf. Cat.

B. M. xiii, p. 41.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, and sides of neck black, the

forehead streaked with white ; lores, ear-coverts, and round the

eye white streaked with black ; chin and throat dark ashy brown
with paler and indistinct shaft-streaks ; breast ashy, slightly paler

than throat ; sides of the body and thighs rufous ashy ; abdomen
and under tail-coverts white ; back, scapulars, rump, and upper
tail-coverts drab-brown, with a broad white bar across the rump

;

tail drab-brown, with broad white tips to all the inner webs of the
feathers except the middle pair ; wing-coverts and tertiaries bronzy
brown ; remainder of wing blackish, the primaries narrowly, tlie

* Sharpe (Ibis, 1889, p. 580) has proposed this name for the genus recently
named by him Poliopsar, a term which had already been given by Cassin to some
American birds.
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secondaries more broadly, margined with white on the outer webs
;

under wing-coverts and axillaries white, a few feathers of the

former partially margined with brown.
The youngest bird I have seen has the whole plumage russet-

brown, the inner webs of the tail-feathers tipped white, the quills

of the wing edged with paler brown ; the ear-coverts whitish ; the
chin nearly pure white.

Between this joung bird and the adult above described there is

every possible gradation of plumage. The nestling is probably
streaked below.

Iris brown surrounded by white ; bill orange, the tip horny ; the

base of the lower mandible and the angle of the mouth brownish
green ; legs yellow {David ^ Oustalet).

Length about 9 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 5-2 ; tarsus 1-25
; bill from

gape 1"3.

Distribution. A collector I employed at Bhamo iu Upper Burma
in 1880 procured one specimen of this bird about November. I

omitted to notice this species in my list of the Birds of Bhdmo
(Ibis; 1888, p. 70).

The Grey Starling is a common winter visitor to Southern China.

It passes the summer in Eastern Siberia, Japan, and Northern China.

S. colletti is an allied form without the white rump-band and
wanting the white tips to the tail-feathers. The habitat of this

species is unknown.

Genus STURNIA, Lesson, 1837.

The genus Sturnia contains six Indian species with soft silky

plumage. They are more arboreal than the true Starlings, being

found Constantly on trees, feeding on insects and the nectar con-

tained in flowers ; but they also feed on the ground a good deal.

They go in flocks and have chattering notes.

In Sturnia the sexes are alike, and the young are brown till the

first autumn. The bill is shorter than tjje head, slender, with the

culmen slightly curved ; the nasal membrane is plumed ; the tail

is wedge-shaped, the middle pair of feathers being longer than

the others.

Five of the species which I include in this genus are placed by

Sharpe in the genus Spodiopsar, but they appear to me to be abso-

lutely congeneric with the sixth species, S. sinensis, which is the type

of the genus Sturnia.

The Mynas of this genus make their nests in holes of trees, and

one species also in the roofs of houses.

Key to tJie Species.

a. Lower plumage more or less rufous.

a'.. Upper wLng-eoverts and scapulars white

tinged rosy, contrasting with grey back. S. sinensis, p. 526.

b'. Upper wing-coverts and scapulars not

white hut closely resembling back.
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a!'- Whole head white 8. blythii, p. 526.

b". Whole head grey or grey tinged

rufous.
«'". Winglet and primary - coverts

black S. malabariea, p. 527.

6'". Winglet and primary-coverts en-

tirely or in part white S. nemoricola, p. 528.

b. Lower plumage pure white.

c'. Under tail-coverts white S. an^amanensis, p. 529.

d'. Under tail-coverts deep chestnut S. erythrnpygia, p. 529.

536. Sturnia sinensis. The Chinese Myna.

Oriolus sinensis, Om. Syst. Nat. i, p. 394 (1788).

Pastor elegans, Lesson, Voy. B&anger, p. 266, pi. 6 (1834).
Sturnia cana, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiii, p. 365 (1844) ; id. Cat. p. 110.

Sturnia sinensis (Gm.'), Siime, 8. F. vii, p. 614; id. Cat. no. 688
ter; id. 8. F. ix, p. 118; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 229; id. B. B. i,

p. 384 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 267 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 68.

Coloration. The forehead, crown, lores, round the eye, the chin,

rump, and upper tail-coverts rosy ferruginous ; the nape and the

whole back deep grey ; sides of neck, throat, breast, and abdomen
grey, lighter than the back ; flanks, under tail-coverts, axUlaries,

and under wing-coverts rosy ferruginous ; ear-coverts grey tinged

with ferruginous ; wings, primary-coverts, and winglet black, the

tertiaries sufEused with metallic blue, the other feathers edged with
the same ; wing-coverts and scapulars white, suffused with rosy

ferruginous ; tail black, the middle pair of feathers narrowly,

the others broadly, tipped with ferruginous.

Some time after the moult the beautiful rose-colour fades to

white, or is present in only a very slight degree.

Bill blue ; the mouth darker blue ; iris white ; legs plumbeous
;

claws horn-colour.

Length 8 ; tail 2-6 ; wing 4; tarsus 1"1 ; bUl from gape 1"05.

Distribution. I procured this species in Lower Pegu in the

winter season on several occasions. Hume observed it in Manipur
on one occasion, but failed to secure a specimen. It occurs at

Singapore and in Cochin Chiua and breeds in Southern China.

Habits, 4re. P^re David states that this species breeds in holes on
the roofs of houses. The few specimens I procured in Pegu were
feeding on the ground in company with others.

537. Sturnia blythii. Blyth's Mytia.

Pastor blythii, Jerd. Madr. Journ. L. 8. xiii, p. 133 (1844) ; id. III.

Ind. Om. pi. 22.

Sturnia blythii (Jerd.), Blyth, Cat. p. 110 ; Sume, Cat. no. 689 ; id.

S. F. ix, p. 228 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 237 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 401

;

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 267 ; Oates in Hume's N. & E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 371.

Temenuchus blythii {Jerd.), Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 531 ; Jerd. B. I.

.ii, p. 331.

Poliopsar blythii (Jerd.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 54.

The White-headed Myna, Jerd.
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Coloration. Head, neck, and upper breast pure white ; back and
scapulars grej ; rump and upper tail-coverts rufous grey ; wing-
coverts brown, edged with grey

; primaries black, tipped with grey ;

remaining quills black, broadly edged with grey; middle pair of
tail-feathers hoary grey, narrowly tipped with chestnut, the others
more and more tipped with chestnut, the outermost feather being
chestnut on fully the terminal half j lower plumage cinnamon-
rufous ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale ashy white.
The young bird is plain brown above and paler brown beneath

;

tail marked with chestnut as in the adult.

Iris greyish white ; legs and feet brownish olive ; bill blue at

base, greenish in the middle, yellow at tip {Butler).

Length about 8-5; tail 2-7; wing 4; tarsus -95; bill from
gape 1.

Butler is of opinion that the female of this species differs from
the male. The only sexed females in the British-Museum series

certainly have brown heads, and so far difier from the males, but
one of these female specimens is acquiring pure white feathers on
the forehead ; and I am consequently of opinion that the sexes

are alike when fully adult, and that Butler failed to secure any adult

females. I know of no instance amongst the Starlings of the sexes

being strikingly different.

Butribution. Southern India, and apparently a local migrant.

Butler obtained this species near Belgaum from June to October,

Davison in the Wynaad in May, and Boardillon in Travancore in

March. It does not appear to be found above about 2000 feet of

elevation. It extends east as far as Manjarabad in Mysore.
Habits, Sfc. Breeds in Mysore in April. The eggs measure

about 1 by -71.

538. Sturnia malabarica. The Orey-headed Myna.

Turdus malabaricus, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 816 (1788).

Sturnia malabarica {Gm.), Blyth, Cat. p. 110; Hume, Cat. no. 688;
Oates, B. B. i, p. 387 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 256 ; Oates in

Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 372.

Temenuchus malabaricus {Gm.), Hm-sf. &; M. Cat. ii, p. 530; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 330 ; Hume, N. Sf E. p. 433 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped.,

Aves, p. 596.

Poliopsar malabaricus {Gm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 48.

Pawi, Hind. ; Desi-pawi, Beng. ; Pali-palisa, Tel. ; Kat-halik, Assam.

Fig. 166.—Head of S, malabarioa.

Coloration. Forehead and the feathers over the eye whitish;
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the whole upper plumage dark grey, tinged with ferruginous on

the rump and upper tail-coverts ; the shafts of the feathers of the

head and neck whitish ; winglet, primary-coverts, and all the

primaries black, the latter tipped with grey; remainder of the

wing blackish ; all the feathers tipped and edged on the outer web
with grey, this edging becoming broader as the feathers approach

the body ; the middle pair of tail-feathers grey, the others brown
at the base and tipped with dark ferruginous, the tippings increasing

in extent exteriorly ; cheeks and ear-coverts pale rufous grey

;

chin, throat, and upper breast rufous grey, the feathers with white

shafts ; remainder of the lower plumage deep ferruginous, darkest

on the under tail-coverts.

The above description applies to the bird when in new plumage

;

some time after the moult the feathers get worn down and the

colours fade, the grey of the upper parts becoming brownish, and
the deep rufous of the lower plumage fading to pale rufous.

Bill blue at base, greeu in the middle, and yellow at the tip

;

legs brownish yellow, claws greenish ; iris light blue.

Length 8 ; tail 2*7 ; wing -t"! ; tarsus "9
; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The whole Indian Empire east of a line drawn
approximately from Dehra to Mount Abu. This species does not
appear to be found universally distributed over the country, but
to be local and confined to certain favourable tracts. It ascends the
Himalayas in summer up to 4000 or 5000 feet. It is absent from
Ceylon and the Andamans aud Nicobars. It extends into Cochin
China.

Habits, S^c. Breeds in May and June in holes of forest trees.

The eggs, from three to five, measure about -93 by "7.

539. Stumia nemoricola. The White-winged Myna.

Sturnia nemoricola, Jerd. Ibis, 1862, p. 22 ; Rume ^ Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 390 ; Ootes, S. F. vii, p. 48 ; Hume, Cat. no. 688 bis ; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 389 ; id. in Hume's N. ISf E. 2nd ed. i. p. 373.

Temenuchus nemoricolus (Jerd.), Hume, S. F. iii, p. 151.

Poliopsax nemoricolus [Jerd.), Shai-pe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 52.

Coloration. Very similar to S. malabariea in general appearance,
but after the moult, when the plumage is fresh, the forehead and
the crown as far back as the eyes, the chin, throat, and breast are a
clear pearly grey ; the remainder of the lower plumage a beautiful
rosy buff. In adults the winglet, primary-coverts, and the first

or bastard-primary are white.

When the plumage gets worn, the feathers of the head and neck
become reduced in many cases to mere shafts, and the beautiful
rosy tinge of the lower parts gives place to a dull dirty buff. Not-
withstanding the similarity which then exists between ;S. nemoricola
and S. malabariea, the former may always be recognized by the
presence of some white on the wing.

Birds which are not adult have only parts of the winglet and
primai'y-coverts white; but, from the very first, one or more
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white feathers are present on these parts, and these, coupled with
the wliite bastard-primary, will suffice to indicate the species.

The dimensions and colours of the bill &c. are the same as in

S. malabarica.

Distribution. Pegu and Tenasserim down to about the latitude

of Muleyit mountain.
Habits, ^c. Breeds at the same time as S. malabarica and lays

similar eggs.

540. Sturnia audamanensis. The Andaman Myna.

Temenuchus andamaneiisis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 329 ; Ball,

8. F. \, p. 75 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 248.

Sturnia andamanensis (^Tytler), WaMen, Ibis, 187S, p. 313, pi. xii,

fig. 2 ; Hume, Cat. no. 689 ter.

Poliopsar andamanensis, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 47.

Coloration. Head, neck all round, and entire lower plumage
white, the flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts tinged with buff

;

back and scapulars pale grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts paler

grey, faintly tinged with fulvous ; wings and tail glossy black, the

latter tipped with white, the four middle feathers narrowly, the

others more broadly ; under wing-coverts and axillaries wliite.

Legs and feet usually pale yellow, rather a lemon-yellow, but

sometimes tinged fleshy ; claws horny ; bill greenish yellow, the

upper mandible from the posterior margin of the nostrils to the

gape, and the lower mandible from the gape nearly to the angle

of the gonys, smalt-blue ; iris from opalescent white to very pale

blue {Hume).
Length about 9 ; tail 3-3 : wing 4; tarsus 1; bill from gape 1" 15.

Distribution. The Andamans and Nicobars.

541. Sturnia erythropygia. Tlw NieoidrMym.

Sturnia erythropygia, Blyth, J. A. S- B. xv, pp. 34, 369 (1,846) ; id.

Cat. Tp. 110: Hume, Cat. no. 689 qua.t. _,. i

Temenuchus (Sturnia) erythropygia (Bh/th), Ball, S. F. i, p. 76.

Temenuchus erythropygius (Blyth), Hume, S. F. ii, p. 247.

Poliopsar erythropygius (Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 48.

Coloration. Ensembles S. andamanensis and only differs in hg,ving

the rump, upper tail-coverts, vent, under tail-coverts, and the tipe

of the tail-feathers deep chestnut.

Legs and feet pale fleshy yellow; bill gamboge-yellow, smalt-

blue at base ; iris opalescent-white (Hume).

Length 9-25 ; tail 3-25; wing 4-4 ; tarsus 1; bill from gape 1-2.

Distribution. Car Mcobar Island, where one specimen, now in

the British Museum, was shot by Mr. y. Ball in March. No
other specimen of this bird appears to have been procured by any

naturalist since Blyth's type was described.

YOL. I. 2u
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Genus A&ROPSAR, n. gen.

I inetitute this genus for the reception of A. gtuminus, which

difEers from Sturnia sinensis in having portions of the plumage

glossy, a shorter and more massive bill, a more pointed wing, and

a tail which is much shorter and forked. The nasal membrane is

moreover nearly bare, being plumed merely at the posterior corner.

The sexes are alike.

A. sturninus appears to resemble the Mynas of the genus Sturnia

in habits, feeding both on the ground and on trees.

542. Ag^opsar strtrniniis. The Daurian Myna.

Gracula sturnina, PaU. Reis. Russ. Reichs, iii, p. 695 (1776).

Stumus dauricus, Pall. Acta Hohn. 1778, p. 197, t. vii.

Sturnia daurica (PaM.), Blyth, Cat. p. 111.

Calomis dauricus {Pall^, Blyth, Cat. App. p. xx ; Sorsf. 4r M. Cat.

ii, p. 544; Blyth ^ Wold. Birds Burm. p. 91.

TemenuchuB dauricus (PaU.), Hvme, S. F. ii, p. 249.

Sturnia sturnina {PaM,), Hume Sr l>a«- S. F. vi, p. 393 ; Mume, Cat.

no. 689 sex ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 192 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 383 ;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p, 71.

Fig. 157.—Head of A. sturninus.

Coloration. The whole head, neck, under wing-coverts, and
axillaries, and the whole lower plumage except the vent and under
tail-coverts grey, paler beneath and darkest on the crown ; chin

and throat tinged with fawn ; vent and under tail-coverts buff

;

back, rump, and lesser wing-coverts, with a large spot on the

crown of the head, metallic purple ; a band of buffi across the

rump ; tail metallic green, the outer webs of the outer pair of

feathers buff ; median wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with
white tinged with buff ; greater coverts black, edged with metallic

green and tipped with buffy white; primary-coverts black edged with
metallic green ; the scapulars with most of their outer webs buff,

and the inner webs black at base and buffy brown at the ends ;

primaries brown edged and tipped with metallic green, and the
first few primaries further edged mesially with bufSsh brown

;

secondaries brown, edged with metallic green ; tertiaries almost
wholly metallic green ; the secondaries have a patch of huffish
brown near the base of the outer webs.

In some birds the grey of the head and neck is produced on to
the upper back and is streaked with brown.
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Young birds have those parts which are metallic in the adult
plain brown, the patch on the crown being indicated at an early
age. The marks on the wings and the buff band across the rump
are always as in the adult. Birds of every intermediate form of
colouring are to be found.

Legs and feet dull earthy green ; the bill varies from black to
brown, and is greenish blue or whitish at the base of the lower
mandible {Davison). Irides dark brovm, claws horn-colour {Bing-
ham).

Length 7*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 4 ; tarsus I'l ; bill from gape 1.

Distribution. The Nicobars ; Lower Pegu ; Tenasserim from
Moulmein to Mergui and the Thoungyeen valley. This species is

probably much more widely distributed than the above noted loca-

lities indicate, and in winter it may be looked for over the whole
of Burma. At this period of the year it is found in the Malay
peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Cochin China. In summer it retires

to Eastern Siberia and Northern China.

Genus AMPELICEPS, Blyth, 1842.

The genus Ampelieeps contains a remarkable Myna which may
be recognized by its bright black and yellow plumage and nude
orbits.

In this genus the bill is shorter than the head, wide at the base,

and the culmen well curved ; the frontal feathers are curly,

growing both upwards and inwards and inclining over the base of

the bill ; a large space round the eye is quite bare. The wing is

very long and pointed, and the tail short and square.

The sexes of this species appear to me to be aUke. Sharpe is of

opinion that they differ ; but the series of this bird in the British

Museum is not sufficient to enable the question to be settled con-

clusively either one way or the other. Analogy points to the

identity of the sexes, and Hume many years ago stated that they

were identical.

543. Ampelieeps coronatus. The Gold-crest Myna-.

Ampelieeps coronatus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 194 (1842) ; id. Cat.

p. 108; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 625; Sume, N. Sr K p. 436;

Armstrong Sr Sume, S. F. iv, p. 335 ; Hum£ % Dav. S. F. vi,

p. 398 ; Hume, Cat. no. 693 ter ; Inglis, S. F. ix, p. 256 ; Gates,

B. B. i, p. 396 ; Sahadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 615

;

Bume, S. F. xi, p. 269 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiu, p. 116 ; Oates in

Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 374.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, chin, and throat bright yellow;

with this exception, the whole plumage is glossy black ; the first

six primaries with a patch of white on the inner webs, and the

second to the seventh primaries with a yellow patch on the outer

webs ; in counting these, the first or bastard primary, which is

very minute, is not taken into consideration.

The young appear to have the head entirely black.

2 M 2
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BUI pale orange, taming to blue at the gape ; mouth livid ;
iris

dark brown ; ophthalmic skin yellow tinged with orange ; legs dull,

orange ; claws dark horn.

Length 8-5 ; tail 2-4
; witig 5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1-1.

Fig. 158.—Head of A. coronatus.

Many birds of this species are met with having the lores and
a portion of the cheeks black. These, according to Sliarpe, are

females. T find, however, that birds exhibiting this character have

also black streaks on the throat and crown, and the conclusion I

draw is that these birds are immature and in a state of transition

from the plumage of the young to that of the adult.

Distribution. Cachar ; Manipur ; Toungngoo ; Lower Pegu
;

Tenasserim- from Moulmein to Tavoy. This species extends into

Cochin China.

Habits, dfc. Davison found the nest of this bird containing three

young near Tavoy in April in a deep hole of a tree.

Genus TEMENUCHUS, Cabanis, 1851.

With the genus TemeniicJms we come to a group of Mynas with

blunt wings and of more terrestrial habits than the preceding

birds.

Fig. 159.—Head of T. paffodanm.

This genus contains one Myna which is a familiar bird all

over India. It is characterized by a very long crest ; the bill is

about half the length of the head, with the culmen curved ; the
nasal membrane is plumed and there is no nude skin on the
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side of the head ; the wing is blunt and the tail is slightly

graduated ; the sexes are alike and the young are brown.

544. Temenuchus pagodarum. The Black-headed Myna.

Tardus pagodarum, Om. Syst. Nat. i, p. 816 (1788).
Sturnia pagodarum {Om.), Blyth, Cat. p. 110 ; Sume, Cat. no. 687;

Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 677 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 382 ; Barnes, Birds
Bom. p. 256.

Temenuohus pagodarum {Gm.), Kwsf. Sf M. Cat. ii, p. 628; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 329; Hume, N. 8; JE.ja. 432 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii,

p. 73 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2iid ed. i, p. 374.

Popoya maina, Bamuni maina, Puhaia, Hind. ; Monghyrpam, Beng.

;

Pabiya pawi at Muttra ; Papain gorinki, Tel.; Popata pariki, Rawanati,
Tam. ; Martintro, Port, in Ceylon.

Coloration. Head from forehead to nape with crest black ; sides

of the head, sides and back of the neck, and the whole lower
plumage as far as the vent rich buff, the feathers of the back of

the neck, throat, and breast much elongated and with the shafts

pale ; vent, thighs, and under tail-coverts white ; whole upper
plumage (except the parts already described), the wing-coverts,

tertiaries, and secondaries grey, a few of the feathers of the back

with buff shaft-streaks ; primaries and primary-coverts black, the

former tipped with grey ; tail brown, broadly tipped with white
;

the middle pair of feathers wholly greyish brown with black shafts.

The young are buffy brown, somewhat rufous beneath and on

the sides of the head ; crown of head dark brown.
Bill blue at the base, then greenish, yellow at the tip ; irides

greenish white ; legs bright yellow (Jerdon).

Length 8-5; tail 3; wing 4-3; tarsus 1"15; bill from gape 1*05.

Distribution. The whole of India proper as far east as the longi-

tude of Calcutta ; Ceylon. This species is found throughout the

Himalayas ordinarily up to 4000 feet, but it occasionally occurs in

summer, as at Gilgit, at 8000 feet. It extends into Afghanistan.

Blyth, probably by some mistake, records this bird from Arrakan,

and Jerdon from Assam.
Habits, Sfc. Chiefly a ground feeder. Breeds from May to

August, constructing a flimsy nest of grass and feathers in a hole

of a tree or a building, and laying from three to five eggs, which

measure about -97 by "75.

Genus STURNORNIS, Eegge, 1879.

The sole member of the genus Sturnornis resembles in many

respects the Mynas of the genus Sturnia, but has a stouter bill, a

very blunt wing, and a triangular patch of bare skin behind the

eye.

The sexes are quite alike. The habits are said by Legge to be

exclusively arboreal, but I imagine that this bird will be found to

be in some measure a ground feeder, like other arboreal Mynas.
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545. Sturnornis senex. The White-headed Myna.

Heteromis aenex, Temm., Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 419 (1850).

Het£eromi8 albofrontata, Layard, A. M. N. H. (2) xiii, p. 217 (1854).

Sturnia aenex (Temm.), Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 409; id. Cat. no. 689

quint.

Stumomia aenex {Bonap.), Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 680, pi. 28; Sharpe,

Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 55.

Coloration. The whole head, chin, and upper throat white ; the

whole upper plumage and sides of neck dull black, the feathers of

the nape and neck with white shafts ; wings and tail glossy black

;

the whole lower plumage from the throat downwards lavender-

grey, the shafts of all the feathers white ; under wing-coverts

black.

Birds not quite adult have the crown black. The nestling,

according to Legge, has the head and hind neck of a dull brown
colour with a whitish supercilium and the white shafts on the

lower plumage absent.

Iris dull whitish, with a narrow brown inner circle ; orbital

skin and eyelid dull bluish ; gape and base of bill plumbeous blue,

the apical half pale bluish brown ; legs and feet bluish plumbeous

;

claws bluish (Legge).

Length about 8"5 ; tail 3'2 ; wing 4'3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from
gape I'l.

Distribution. The mountain forests of Ceylon.

Genus GRACULIPICA, Lesson, 1831.

The Mynas of the genus Oraculipica may be recognized by the

large extent of bare skin on the side of the head, extending from
the lores to the ear-coverts. The bill is long and stout, with the

culmen slightly carved. The feathers of the forehead are short

and inclined backwards.

Key to the Species.

a. Bill black ; lower plumage white G. nigrieollis, p. 534.

b. Bill red ; lower plumage vinoua.
«'. Lower part ofrump ashy brown, like back. G. burmanica, p. 535.
v. Lower part of rump bufi, different to back. G. leucocephala, p. 536.

546. Gracnlipica nigrieollis. The Black-necked Myna.

Gracula nigrieollis, Payk. Stockholm Acad. Sandl. xxviii, p. 291
t. ix (1807).

Sturnopastor nigricoUia (Payk.), Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 90 ; Anders.
Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 695.

Gracupica nigricollia (Payk.), Hume, S. F. ix, p. 288 ; Gates, B. JB.

i, p. 377 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 602.
Graculipica nigrieollis (Payk.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 77;

Gates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2na ed. i, p. 377.

Coloration. The whole head above and below white, encircled by
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a black collar about an inch deep, but varying in extent in different

individuals ; below this collar a band, confined to the back, of

black feathers broadly margined vpith white ; back, scapulars, upper
rump, and the longer tail-coverts dark brown, each feather edged
paler; lower rump and the shorter tail-coverts white; tail dark

brown, very broadly tipped with white ; lower plumage, with the

exception of the collar, white ; under wing-coverts black, tipped

Fig. 160.—Head of G. mgricoUis.

with white ; primary-coverts pure white ; wings and coverts dark

brown, each feather conspicuously tipped with white, except the

primaries, the tippings to which are minute.
The young have the whole head, and the part occupied by the

black collar in the adult, light brown.
Naked skin round the eye bright yeUow (Tiraud).

Length 11; tail 4; wing 6-3; tarsus 1-6; bill from forehead 1*4.

Distribution. Abundant at Bhdmo, in Upper Burma ; occurs in

Tenasserim, according to Hume, who received several specimens

from this locality, through the late Mr. Mandelli. This species is

found in Cochin China, Siam, and Southern China.
Habits, ^c. Dr. John Anderson found this species breeding in

May' to the east of Eh^mo, at M-uangla, in a clump of trees. He
does not, however, describe the nest nor does he state whether this

bird constructs a nest or merely lays its eggs in a hole of a tree.

547. Gracolipica btmuauica. Jerdon's Myna.

Stumia burmannica, Jerrf. /W«, 1862, p. 21; BlythSf Wald. Birds
Burm. p. 90 ; Hume, Cat. no. 689 bis ; Oates, S. F. x, p. 230 ; id.

B. B. i, p. 385.

Temenuchus burmanicus {Jerd.), Blanf. Ibis, 1870, p. 469 ; Hume,
8. F. ill, p. 149 ; Armstrong, S, F. iv, p. 332 ; Anders. Yunnan
Exped., Aves, p. 596.

Acridotheres burmanicua (Jerd.), Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen.

(2) iv, p. 605.

Poliopsar burmanicus {Jerd."), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 45, pi. iv,

fig. 1.

Zayet, Burm.

Coloration. The whole head and upper breast dull white ; back

and scapulars ashy brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts paler

;

median pair of tail-feathers dark ashy brown, the others blackish,

all broadly tipped with white ; breast and abdomen vinous ; vent

and under tail-coverts fulvous white ; under wing-coverts and
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axillaries white ; primaries dark brown, tipped paler, and the bases

of all pure white ;
primary-coverts white, with a little black near

the bases of the outer feathers ; secondaries, tertiaries, and wing-

: coverts bronze, each feather very narrowly margined v?ith black on

the outer web ; first primary black.

Iris dark brown ; eyelids and naked skin of the head slaty brown ;

the gape, the basal half of the lower mandible and the base of the

upper mandible black; the remainder of the bilhred; mouth dark

blue ; legs and claws dusky orange-yellow.

Length 9 ; tail 3-1 ; wing 4-6 ; tarsus 1"3 ; bill from gape 1'2.

Distribution. Burma from Bhamo down to Eangoonj and eastward

to Toungngoo and Karennee *.

Habits, ^e. Common as this Myna is in many parts of Burma, I

failed to secure its nest and eggs, or to notice any indications of

its breeding. Jerdon observes that it breeds in holes in old trees.

548. Gxaculipica leucocephala. Hume's Myna.

Acridotheres leucoeephalua, Gigl. Sr 8alv. Atti R. Aec. Sc. di Tor, x,

p. 273 (1870) ; iid. Ibis, 1870, p. 185.

Sturnia ineogmta, Hume, S. F. viii, p. 396 (1879) ; ix, p. 295.

Stumia leucocephala (C. ^ <S.), Oates, B. B. i, p. 386.

Poliopaar leucoceplialus {O. ^ S.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 46,

pi. iv, fig. 2.

Coloration. Eesembles Q. burmanica, but has the forehead and
crown brownish ; back, scapulars, and upper rump ashy black

;

lower rump buff ; hind neck and sides of neck vinous, forming a
collar which joins the breast ; wings darker, and the primary-
coverts entirely white ; first primary white. In freshly-moulted

birds the forehead and crown are paler than at other times, almost
white.

Bill and legs yellow ; the former reddish orange at the base ; iris

brown (Oiglioli and Salvadori).

Length about 10; tail 3-2; wing 5-2; tarsus 1-35; bill from
gape 1'2.

Distribution. Said by Hume to have been obtained on the hills

between Tavoy and Siam, and there are numerous specimens in his

collection from this locality. This species occurs in Siam, and
was first found at Thu Due near Saigon, in Cochin China.

Poliopsar fuscogtilaris, Salvadori (Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii, p. 364, 1889X
doe3 not appear to be separable from the present species. Thanks to the
courtesy of Count SaUadori, I have been able to examine the type, the only
specimen known, procured by Mr. Fea in Karennee. This has the chin and
throat dark brown and the head and neck brownish, instead of white. These
parte are subject to variation in this Myna, and before I can admit P. fusco-
gvlans to be a distmct species or even race I should wish to examine more
specimens in the saiue plumage. It must be remembered that Wardlaw Ramsay
procured typical G. burmanica in Karennee. (See also Sharpe Ibis 1889
p. 580.)

I- 1 1
1
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Genus ACRIDOTHERES, VieiUot, 1816.

The genus Acridotheres contains the typical Mynas, one of the

species being universally distributed over the Empire, and a most
familiar bird.

In Acridotheres the nasal and frontal plumes are lengthened and
erect, or slightly curled backwards. There is a large patch of

bare skin beneath and behind the eye. The feathers .of the crown
are elongated and pointed. The bill is shorter than the head,

with the culmen curved, the wing very blunt, and the tail con-
siderably rounded. The sexes are quite aUke.

The Mynas of this genus are mostly ground-birds ; they have a
variety of notes, some harsh and some very pleasing, and they
breed in holes of trees, houses, and earthen banks, one species

occasionally constructing a massive roundish nest in a tree.

Key to the Species.

a. Under wing-coverts and axillaries white.

a'. Primary-coverts entirelv white A. tristis, p. 537.
6'. Primary-coverts half black and half

white A. melanostemus, p. 538.

h. Under wing-coverts and axillaries buff. ... A. gingirdanus, p. 538.

549. Acridotheres tristis. The Gommon Myna.

Paradisea tristis, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 167 (1766).
Acridotheres tristis (L.), Blyth, Cat. p. 108 ; Sorsf. 8f M. Cat. ii,

p. 532 ; Jerd. B. I. ii, p. 325 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 428 ; Hume 8r

JDav. S. F. vi, p. 388 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 593

;

Hume, Cat. no. 684 ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 379 ; Barnes, Birds Bom.
p. 254; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 80; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E.
2nd ed. i, p. 377.

Maina, Desi-niaina, Hind. ; Salik, Bhat-salik, Beng. ; Bemmi, Saloo,

Chutia Nagpur ; Salonka, Mahr. ; Oorwantera, Can. ; Cforanka, Gorinka,

Tel. ; Zayet, Burm.

Coloration. Whole head, neck, and upper breast black ; lower

breast, flanks, sides of abdomen, and thighs rich vinous brown

;

upper plumage, with wing-coverts, secondaries, and tertiaries

brown, tinged with vinous ; primaries dark brown, with the bases

white ;
primary-coverts white ; tail blackish, all but the median

pair of feathers broadly tipped with white.

The young resemble the adult very closely..

Eyelids, the bill, and skin about the eyes yellow ; edges of the

eyelids black ; mouth bluish black ; iris reddish brown, mottled

with white ; legs yellow ; claws liorn-colour.

Length 10 ; taU 3-3 ; wing 5-2 ; tarsus 1"55 ; bill from gape r3.
Distribution. The whole of the Indian Empire except the northern

parts of Kashmir and Tenasserim south of Mergui. This species

ascends the Himalayas up to about 8000 feet. It has been intro-

duced into the Andamans, but does not extend to the Mcobars.

It is found in Afghanistan.
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Habits, Sfc. Breeds from March to August, constructing its nest

in houses or in holes of trees. The nest is an accumulation of

straw, feathers, and other materials, either without shape or slightly

cup-shaped. At times this Myna constructs a nest in the branch

of a tree. The eggs, frequently five in number, measure about
1-19 by -86.

550. Acridotheres melanosternus. The Common Ceylon Myna.

Acridotheres melanosternus, Legge, A. M. N. E. (5) iii, p. 168 (1879)

;

id. Birds Ceyl. p. 670, pi. 29 ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 72 ; id. Cat.

no. 684 bis ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 295; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 83

;

Gates in Hum^s N. ^ E. 2nd ed. i, p. 380.

Oon kawada, Oon kowdichya, Cing'.

Coloration. Resembles A. tristis. Differs in being darker, the

sides of the body especially being dark vinous ; in having the black

of the breast produced down on to the abdomen ; and in having
the outer webs of the earlier primary-coverts black.

Iris variable, pink, brown, and pinkish grey in some, in others

whitish mottled with fine specks of dark colour ; bill yellow,

blackish at the sides near base of lower mandible ; legs and feet

sickly yellow ; orbital skin yellow, extending round the eye, but
very narrow above, and hidden by the superciliary feathers {Legge).

Of the same size as A. tristis.

Specimens of A. tristis from Southern India are darker than
those from Northern India, and approach the present species in

coloration, but no peninsular birds have any black on the primary-
coverts.

Distribution. Ceylon.

Habits, §fc. Breeds in Ceylon from February to May. The nest
and eggs of this species resemble those of A. tristis. The latter

measure about 1'13 by -SS.

551. Acridotheres ginginianns. The Bank Myna.

Tardus ginginianus. Lath. Ind. Cm. i, p. 362 (1790).
Acridotheres ginginianus {Lath.), Blyth, Cat. p. 108; Horsf. ^
M. Cat. ii, p. 636 ; Jerd. B. I. ii„p. 326 ; Bume, N. ^ E. p. 429

;

Blyth Sr Wald. Birds Burm. p. 89 ; Hume, Cat. no. 686 ; Bai-nes,

Birds Bom. p. 255 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 84 ; Oates in
Hume's N. §• E. 2nd ed. i, p. 381.

Garu;a maina. Hind. ; Gang salik, Bam salik, Beng. ; Bardi-maina,
Nep. ; Lali, Sind ; Gilgila, Upper Provinces ; Baryta maina, Lucknow.

Coloration. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts
black; the whole upper plumage, neck all round, chin, throat,
breast, and sides of the body slaty grey; lesser wing-coverts
darker ; edge of wing, primary-coverts, and the base of the pri-
maries pinkish bufE ; remainder of wing black ; tail black tipped
with buff ; under wing-coverts, axillaries, middle of the abdomen,
vent, and under tail-coverts pinkish buff.
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The young have the head and wings fulvous brown, but do not
otherwise differ from the adult.

Bill gamboge ; naked skin round eye brick-red ; iris deep
maroon-red ; legs and feet yellow (Butler).

Length about 9; tail 3; wing 5; tarsus 14; bill from gape

Distribution. The whole of the northern half of India from the
Himalayas to the Nerbudda and Mahdnadi rivers, and from Sind
to Eastern Bengal, in which latter province this Myna occurs as

far east as Furreedpore. It is found in the lower ranges of the
Himalayas, and there are several specimens in the British Museum
from Mussooree and other parts of these mountains. It is spoken
of as migratory in the plains by several writers, but probably by
some misapprehension. Blyth recorded this bird from Tenas-
serim ; but he must have been mistaken, as no well-authenticated

instance of this species occurring east of the Bay of Bengal is

known.
Habits, 4ro- Breeds from April to July, excavating a nest-

chamber in the vertical banks of rivers and in the sides of wells.

The eggs, four or five in number, measure about 1'05 by •82.

Genus .ffiTHIOPSAR, Sharpe, 1889.

The genus ^thiopsar differs from Acridotheres in one important
particular. The birds of the latter genus have a considerable space

on the side of the head bare of feathers ; those of the former have
the whole side of the head and even the eyelids closely feathered.

.^ihiopsar contains three species of Myna found in India, one
of which is very common and widely distributed, and two are little

known and found only on the eastern borders of the Empire. In
habits they resemble Acridotheres, but the commoner species,

.3S. fuscus, is confined to forest country as a rule, and is seldom

seen nea,r houses.

Key to the Species.

a. With no collar on the sides of the neck.

a'. Body-plumage brown ; frontal plumes
short •S. fuscus, p. 530.

b'. Body-plumage black ; frontal plumes long . JE. grandis, 'p. 64,1.

b. With a collar on the sides of the neck ^. albicinctus, p. 541.

552. iBthiopsar fuscus. TJie Jungle Myna.

Pastor fuscus, Wagler, Syst. Av., Pastor, sp. 6 (1827).

Pastor mahrattensis, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 96.

Acridotheres griseus (band.), apud Blyth, Cat. p. 108.

Acridotheres fuscus (
Wagl!), Horsf. Sr M. Cat. ii, p. 537 ; Jerd.

B. I. ii, p. 327 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 431 ; id. ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 388

;

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 594; Hume, Cat. no. 686; Oates,

B. B. i, p. 380 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 86.
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Acridotlieres mahrattensis {Sykes), Hume, Cat. no. 686 bis ; Barnes,

Birds Bom. p. 265 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 89.

jEthiopsar fuscus {Wagl.), bates in Sume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. i,

p. 383,

Pahari maina, Hind. ; Jhonti maina, Hind, in Bengal ; Jhont salik,

Beng. ; Tau zayet, Burm.

Fig. 161.—Head oi M.fuscus.

Coloration. Forehead, lores, nasal j)lumes, ear-coverts, top of the

head, and nape black ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and scapulars

cinereous brown tinged with ruddy ; winglet glossy black ; pri-

mary-coverts white
; primaries black tipped with bronze, each

feather with a large white spot at the base ; secondaries black,

broadly edged with bronze on the outer webs ; tertiaries and upper
wing-coverts wholly bronze-colour ; tail brownish black, the

middle pair of feathers slightly, the others broadly tipped with

white ; chin, throat, and breast dark ashy brown, becoming albes-

cent on the middle of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts fulvescent

white ; under wing-coverts black.

Iris bright yellow in Northern India and Burma, grey or pale

blue in Southern India ; basal half of bill bluish black, terminal

half orange-yellow; mouth bhiish ; legs orange-yeUow ; 'claws

greenish horn-coloui*.

Length 9*5; tail 3; wing 4'7; tarsus 1'45; bill from gape 1'25.

Distribution. The hUly and well-wooded parts of the whole
Empire except the western portion including Sind, Bajputana,

and Guzerat. There are also certain tracts in Upper and Central

India which appear unsuited to the habits of this species. With
these exceptions this Myna is found from the Himalayas to Cape
Comorin and throughout the whole region east of the Bay of Bengal,
extending some way down the Malay peninsula. It ascends the
Himalayas up to about 8000 feet, and is everywhere a resident.

Some ornithologists have sought to separate this species into

two races, assigning Wagler's name to the bird with yellow irides,

found throughout Nortliern India and Burma, and Sykes's to the
bird with pale blue iridea, which is confined to Southern India. I

can discover no other differences between these so-called races and
consequently I have united them. Sharpe states that JE. mahratt-
ensis is a much larger bird, but as he gives the wing of ^. fuscus
as measuring only 4-46 inches, whereas the wing of this bird is not
unusually 5 inches and seldom less than 4*7, this character cannot
be considered of any value.

Habits, d/'c. Affects forest country, feeding on the ground and
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having the habits of Acridoiheres tristis. Breeds from March to

July, depositing its eggs in the hole of a tree. The eggs measure
about 1-19 by -83.

553. ^thiopsar graudis. The Siamese Myna.

Acridotheres graudis, Moore, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 537 (1856-58)

;

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 91.

Acridotheres siamensis, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 303; Wold, in

Blyth's Birds Burm. p. 90; Wardlaw Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 460;
Hume Sf Dav. S. F. vi, p. 388 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves,

p. 594 ; Mume, Cat. no. 686 quat. ; id. S. F. ix, p. 285 ; Oates, B. B.

1, p. 381 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 264 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Oen.

(2) iv, p. 603.

Coloration. Tipper plumage black ; lower plumage blackish

brown ; under tail-coverts pure white, the bases blackish ; tail

black broadly tipped with white ; wings black glossed with bronze

;

the primaries with a large patch of white near their bases and the

primary-coverts white with black bases. The feathers of the head
are very narrow and pointed, and the frontal plumes are about

three quarters of an inch long or more.
Iris pale chocolate; bill orange-yellow; legs dusky yelloiv

( Wardlav) Ramsay). Iris light reddish to orange-brown or hazel

(^Hume').

Length 10 ; tail 3-5; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1"5
; bill from gape 1-3.

Distribution. Manipur; the neighbourhood of Bhimo ; Karennee;
Tenasserim river. Pound also in 8iam and Cochin China. Moore's

types of this bird are labelled as having come from Sumatra, but

this locality is probably wrong.

The length of the frontal crest varies considerably. Tenasserim

and Karennee birds have the crest of great length, but in Manipur
specimens it is much reduced.

.^. eristatelVas from China is closely allied, but differs in having

the frontal crest of a somewhat different character, the under tail-

coverts black with white tips and narrower tips to the tail-feathers.

Bahits, Sfc. Hume describes this bird as feeding with A. tristis

and other Mynas on trees. It apparently breeds in Manipur.

554. JEthiopsar alMcinctus. The Collared Myna.

Acridotheres albocinctus, Godw.-Aust. ^ Wald. Ibis, 1875, p. 251

;

Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pc. ii, p. 200, pi. v ; Hume, S. F.
iv, p. 217 ; id. Cat. no. 086 ter ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen.

(2) iv, p. 604 ; Oates, Ibis, 1888, p. 72, pi. i ; Hume, S. F. xi,

p. 262; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 94.

Coloration. The whole upper plumage, wings, and tail black,

with a slight gloss ; the base of the primaries aud the tips of the

primary-coverts white ; the tail tipped vrith white ; a pale buff

collar from side to side of neck, interrupted on the hind neck,

which is merely streaked with buff ; lower plumage greyish black.
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the feathers of the vent and under tail-coverts tipped with white

;

under wing-coverts and axillaries black, the latter very narrowly'

tipped with white.

Fig. 162.—Head of M, albiciiutus.

Legs and feet full, sometimes rather deep, wax-yellow; claws

a paler or darker brown, whitish horny at tips ; bill pale wax-

yellow, with a touch of red or orange on the sides of the lower

mandible just at its base ; iris yellowish or bluish white to pale

caerulean blue (Hume).

Length about 10; tail 3-2; wing 5-2; tarsus 1'4; bill from

gape 1-2.

Distribution. Manipur ; Eh^mo and neighbourhood.

Habits, Sfc. Hume states that this species is found in pairs or in

parties up to 80 in number, feeding on the ground or on the insects

and nectar in the huge flowers of the cotton-tree. It is said to be

locally migratory in Manipur.

Genus STURNOPASTOR, Hodgs., 1844.

The genus Stumopastor contains two very common Mynas, one
of which is found in India proper and the other in the Burmese
countries. They are almost entirely ground feeders, and they

differ from the majority of Starlings in constructing nests on trees

and not depositing their eggs in holes in buildings and tree-trunks.

In Stumopastor the sexes are quite alike. The bill is as long as

the head, straight, broad, and blunt ; the nasal membrane is com-
pletely feathered ; the feathers of the crown are lengthened and
pointed, and the eyelids are perfectly bare. The wing is very
blunt, the secondaries reaching nearly to the tip.

Key to the Species.

a. No snpercilium ; feathers of forehead and
crown not streaked S. contra, p. 642.

b. A siiperciliiim ; feathers of forehead and
crown streaked S. superciliaris, p. 543.

555. Sturnopastor contra. The Pied Myna.

Stumus contra, Zinn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 290 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 1C9
Sturnopastor contra (Linn.), Sorsf. Sf M. Cat. li, p. 526 ; Jerd. B. I

ii, p. 323 ; Hmne, N. Sr E. p. 426 ; Gvdw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xxxix
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pt. ii, p. 110 1 Hmne, Cat. no. 683 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 261 ; Sharpe,
Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 57, pi. v, fig. 1 ; Oates, in Humeri N. 8f E. 2ud
ed. i, p. 886.

The Pied Starling, Jerd. ; Ahlah malna, Hind. ; Ablaka. gosalik, Quia-
leggra, Beng. ; Venda garinka, Tel.

Fig. 163.—Head of 8. contra.

Coloration. Feathers over the nostrils, lores, round the eye, and
the ear-coverts white ; a few white streaks above tiie lores ; fore-

head, crown, nape, neck all round, chin, and throat glossy black

;

back and upper rump dark chocolate-brown, nearly black ; scapu-

lars broadly edged with white ; lower rump white ; upper tail-

coverts and tail black ; lesser wing-coverts and the inner median
coverts white ; remainder of wing glossy black ; sides of neck and
shoulders streaked with vinaceous ; lower plumage from the throat

downwards pale vinaceous grey ; under wing-coverts white.

The young bird has the crown brown, the lower plumage pale

vinaceous, the throat and fore neck streaked with brown, and the

. parts which are pure white in the adult sullied.

Iris yellowish white ; orbital skin orange ; legs yellowish white

;

claws light homy ; bill, basal half deep orange, rest white ; inside

of mouth black (Cripps).

Length about 9 ; tail 2'7 ; wing 4-6 ; tarsus 1'2 ; bill from gape
1-4.

Distribution. India proper east of a line drawn from TJmballa to

Hyderabad, in the-^'Deccan, and Masulipatam, ranging to the

extreme east of'Assam ; throughout Bengal, Sylhet, Cachar, and

the Khilsi hills. A specimen from Arrakan in the British Museum
is a typical 8. contra.

Habits, Sfc. Breeds from May to August, constructing a massive

shapeless nest of straw, leaves, and feathers on the branch of a

tree, generally at no great height from the ground. The eggs,

frequently five in number, measure about 1-11 by "82.

556. Stumopastor superciliarjsg. he'Burmese Pied Myna.

Sturnopastor superciliaris,
ii-y'rhoc™|_ ^_ ^ ^.^xii, p. 77 (1863) ;

Rume, N. ^ E. p. 427 ; K^^^..sM, P- 149; Hume Sf Dav. S. F.

vi, p. 387; Sume, Cat. tug^'^qJ^; Oates, B. B. i, p. 378; Hume,
S. F. xi, p. 261 ; Sharpe, C ^fi.M. xiii, p. 59, pi. v, flg. 2 ; Oatei

in Humis N.\ E. 2nd ed„
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Stumopastor contra, var. superciliaris, Blyth, Anderf. Yunnan
JExped., Aves, p. 594.

Zai/et, Burtn,

Coloration, Eesembles S. contra. Differs in having the forehead

and the anterior half of the crown closely streaked with white,

the streaks on the sides of the neck and on the shoulders absent

or obsolete ; in having a well-defined white supercilium joining

the ear-coverts ; and in the back and rump being paler.

G-ape and basal half of bill orange, remainder of bUl yellowish

white; mouth black; orbital skin orange-yellow ; iris pale yellow ;

legs and claws brown.
Length about 9 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4-5 ; tarsus 1'2

; bill from gape
1-45.

Distribution. The eastern portion of the Empire from Cachar
and Manipur down to Mergui in Tenasserim.

Habits, ^c. Breeds in Burma from April to Jane, constructing

a similar nest to that of S. contra. The eggs measure about 1*04

by -77.
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febbotti (Turdinus), 154.

Abrornis, 428.

Aoanthopneuste, 411.

Acanthoptila, 385.
Acredula, 50.

Acridotherea, 637.

Aorooephalus, 355.

Aoromyodi, 5.

Actinodura, 201.

adamsi (Prinia), 452.

Aedon,-350.

aedon (Arundinax), 390.

^githalisous, 50.

jEgithina, 229.

semodium (Conostoma),
61.

aemodiua (Lophophanes),
58.

senea (Ohaptia), 318.

Kuobarbus (Allotrius),

226.

seralatus (PteruthiuB),

225.

.ffithiopsar, 539.

Aethorhynchus, 228.

affine (Troohalopterum),

94.

afflnis (Calomis), 514.

affinia (Oryptolopha), 422.

affinia (Diasemurua), 325.

affinis (Dumeticola), 363.

affinia (Edoliua), 312.

affinis {Lanius), 464.

affinia (Phylloscopus),

401.

affinis (Sylvia), 397.

affinia (Tephrodornis),

475.
aTicola (Aorooephalus),

359.

agrioolensia (Jerdonia),

393.

Agropsar, 530.

vol. I.

albioinotus (^thiopaar),

541.

albioollia (Pomatorhinua),
126.

albifrona (Garrulus), 108.

albifrons (Pericroootua),

489.

albigularia (Abrornis),

430.

albigularis (Dumetia),

134.

albigularia (Q-arrulax),

82.

albigularis (Pomatorhi-
nua), 121.

albigularis (Buchanga),
313.

albiventria (Abrornis),

430.

albiyentris (Braohy-

pteryx), 185.

albiventria (Oallene), 185.

albiventria (Oettia), 441.

albiventria (Horornis),

436.

albiventria (Pnoepyga),
342.

albofrontata (HetEeror-

nis), 534.

albogidaria (Suya), 447.

albosuperciliaris (Ab-

rornis), 425.

albosuperciliaris (Gar-

rulax), 76.

Alcippe, 156.

Alourua, 266.

AUotriua, 226.

Alophoixus, 259.

alpinus (Pyrrhooorax),

44.

althaea (Sylvia), 397.

altirostris (Orypsirhina),

33.

altirostris (Pyotorhis),

139.

amaurotia (Hypsipetes),

262.

ambiguua (Sturnus),

521.

Ampelicepa, 531.

ampeliuus (Hypocoliua),

250.

analis (Pyononotus),

287.

andamanensis (Corvus),

17.

andamanenais (Diasemur-

oidea), 321.

andamanensia (Eulabea),

512.

andamanensia (Oriolus),

504.

andamanenais (Perioro-

cotua), 481.

andamanenais (Sturnia),

529.

anneotens '(Diorurus),

312.

anneotena (Lioptila), 199.

annectena (Pyononotus),
288.

annulosus (Zoaterops),

215.

Anorthura, 337.

aplonotua (Parus), 56.

ardesiacus (Platylophus),

477.

arenarius (Laniua), 467.
argentauris (Meaia), 244.
Argya, 105.

Arrenga, 183.

Artaminae, 498.

Artamua, 498.

arundinaceus (Aorooe-
phalus), 356.

Arundinax, 389.

2N
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assamensis (Drymoeata-
phus), 147.

assimilis (Dendrooitta),
32.

assimilis (Lanius), 460.
assimilis (Neornis), 435.
assimilis' (Staohvrhis),

163. ^ ^
'

ater (Dicrurus), 312.

atkinsoni (Parus), 59.

atricapillus (Molpastes),

270.

atricapillus (Pyononotus),
288.

atiioeps (Alcippe), 160.

atriceps (Parus), 46.

atriceps (Rhopocichla),
160.

atrifrons (Temnoris),
65.

afcrigularie (Orthotomus),
368.

atrigularis (Suya), 445.
atrisuperciliaris (Su-

thora), 67.

aureiventris (Zosterops),

215.

auriceps (Tesia), 192.
aurioulatus (LaniiiB),

467.

aurifrons (Chloropsis),

234.

austeni (Grammaloptila),
104.

austeni (lanthocinda),
. 87.

_

austeni (Paradoxomis),
63.

austeni (Pomatorliinus),

i23. .

austeni (Zosterops), 216.
avensia (Campephaga),

493i

Babblers, 105, 129.

bautriana (Pica), 24.

balieassius (Dicrurus),

312.

Bar-wings, 201.

bayloj'i (Dendrooitta),

V 34.

beavani (Lophophanes),
59.

beavani (Prinia), 377.
belangeri (Garrulax), 79.
bengalensis (Gramini-

oola), 381.

bengalensis (Malacocer-
cus), no.

bengalensis (Molpastos),

271.

bengalensis (Timelia),

132.

bentet (Lanius), 465.

Bhriaga, 323.

bicolor (Erythrociohla),

152.

bicolor (Timalia), 137.

bispeoularis (Garrulus),

39.

. bistrigiceps (Acrocepha-

lus),358.

blanfordi (Prinia), 454.

blanfordi (Pyononotus),

291.

Blanfordius, 444.

bliglii (Arrenga), 183.

Blue-bird, Fairy, 240.

Blue Chats, 181.

blythii (Sturnia), 526.

bocagei (Staohyris); 163.

boocnareusis (Parus), 48.

borealis (Acantho-
• pneuste), 412.

bottanensis (Pica), 25.

bourdilloni (Aloippe),161.

bourdilloni (Rhopo-
cichla), 161.

Brachypodinie, 2.52.

Brachypbdius, 294.

Braohypteryginse, 177.

Brachypteryx, 184,

breyicauda (Prinia), 450.

brevicauda (Turdinus),

148.

breTicaudata (Oorytho-

ciehla), 148.

brevioaudata (Drymoioa),

435.

brevirostris (Eatliyrhyu-

chus), 62.

brevirostris (Pericrooo-

tus), 483.

brooksi (Phyllosoopus),

399.

bruoei (Alcippe), 158.

brutinea(LarTivora), 182.

brunnea (Sutbora), 68.

brunneicauda (Minlo),

172.

brunneifrons (Horeites),

440.

brunneipeotus (Dumeti-
cola), 363.

brunnescens (Acrooe-
phalus), 356.

brunnescens (Horornis),

435.

brunneus (Phyllosoopus),

406.

brunneus (Pyononotus),
292.

buchanani (Franklinia),

378.
Buchanga, 310.

Bulbuls, 252.

burkii (Oryptolopha),424.

burmanica (Graculipica),

535.

burmanicus (Criniger),

256.

burmanicus (Molpastes),

269.

burmanicus (Phyllosco-

pus), 417.

burnesi (Laticilla), 380.

Burnesia, 448.

buxtoui (Brachypteryx),

153.

buxtoni (Zosterops), 215.

cacharensis(Neornis),433.

oaohinnans (Troohalo-
pterum), 97.

cserulatus (Dryonastes),

75.

oa?rulatus (Garrulax), 75.

CEerulesoens (Dicrurus),

316.

cseruleus (Dicrurus), 316.

casruleus (Myiopbonus),
178.

cEesius (Parus), 47.

cafer (Ixos), 271.

Oalamodyta, 356.

caligata (Hypolais), 393.

caligata (Iduna), 391.
Oallene, 184.

calUpyga (Leiothrix), 221.
Calornis, 514.

Campophaga, 491.

cana (Sturnia), 526.

caniceps (Lanius), 464.
caniceps (Paradoxornis),

69.

canifrons (Spizixus), 280.

canorus (Orateropus),

110.

caiitator (Cryptolopha),

427.

cantonensis (Pericroco-

tus), 490.

cantor (Calornis), 514.

cantori (Criniger), 259.

canton (Microtarsus),279,

canturiens (Horornis),

438.

capellanuB (Oorvug), 20.

eapistrata (Lioptila), 196
capitalis (Hemipus), 472.

Oarinatie, 1,

Carrion-Crow, 16.

cashmireusis (Sitta), 303.
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caataneioauda (Siva) 209.

castanei(!eps (Cryptolo-
pha), 427.

castaneioeps (Minla), 172.

eastaneiceps (Sittiparus),

172.

eastaneiceps (Staphidia),

205.

castaneiooronata (Oli-

gura), 193.

castaneiventris (Sitta),

304.

castanopteva (Lioptila),

199.

cathoecus(Dioriirus'),313.

caudata (Ai-gya), 106.

caudata (Pica), 24.

eaudata (Pnoepyga), 176.

caudata (Urocichla), 341.

Cephalopyrus, 247.

Oerthia, 328.

Certhiidffi, 327.

certhiola (Looustella),

352.

cetti (Cettia;, 441.

Oettia, 441.

cettioides (Cettia), 441.
eeylonensis (Oriolus),

506.

eeylonensis (Zosterops),

215.

Ohffitornis, 387.

ehalybeiius (Calornis),

514.

Chaptia, 318.

ChatarrhcBa, 105.

Ohatorhea, 106.

Chats, Blue, 181.

Chibia, 320.

chinensis (Cissa), 28.

ehinensis (Dryonastes),

74.

ehinensis (Garrulax), 74.

Chleuasicus, 63.

ohloris (Mixornis), 167.

chlorocephala (Ohlorop-

sis), 237.

ohloronopus (Abromis),

408.

ohloronotus (Abromis),

406.

Chloropsis, 234.

chocolatina (Pnoepyga),

340.

Choughs, 42, 44.

cbrysiiia(Staohyrbis), 163.

chrys»us(Lioparus), 174.

chrysEBUB (Proparus), 174.

Chry.somma, 137.

ehrysopterum (Trocha-
lopteruin), 90.

ohrysorrhoides (Pyouo-
notus), 268, 270.

chryaotis (Proparus),

174.

cineraoea (lanthooinola),

85.

cineraoeuB (Diorurus),

318.

cineraoBua (Spodiopsar),

524.

einerascens (Diorurus),

314.

einerascens (Latioilla),

381.

cinerea (Minla), 171.

cinerea (Sylvia), 395.

ciiierciL'apilla (Frank-
linia), 379.

cinereioeps (lauthociii-

cla), 86.

oinereifrons (Oratero-

pus), 114.

oinereiventris (Micro-
pus), 295.

cineremn (Malacopter-
um), 152.

oinereus (Parus), 46.
oinereus (Pericrocotus),

489.

oinereus (Sittiparus),

171.

einnamomeiventris (Sit-

ta), 301.

einnamomeum (Trocha-
lopterum), 98.

einuamoTentris (Sitta),

301.

Cissa, 28.

Cistioola, 370.
eisticbla (Sylvia), 374.
eoohinchlnensis (Phyl-

lornis), 237.

Colffius, 22.

coUaris (Alcippe), 170.

coUaris (Corvus), 22.

CoUurio, 459.

oollurio (Laniug), 466.

coUurioides (Lanius),

462.

eonimixtus (Parus), 47,

48.

conoolor (Hypsipetes),

261.

Conostoma, 60.

contra (Sturnopastor),

542.

oorallina (Sitta), 307.

corax (OorTUs), 14.

comix (Corvus), 19.

coronatus (Aoantho-
pneuate), 417.

coronatus (.Vuipelieeps),

531.

coronatus (Phyllergates),

439.

coronatus (Platylophus),

477..

corone (Corvus), 16. ,

Corvidse, 10.

Corvinaj, 11.

Corvus, 12.

OorytHocichla, 148.

Crateropodidse, 70.

Orateropodinse, 71.

Crateropus, 110.

Creepers, 327.

Criniger, 254.

criniger (Trioholestea),

258.

crinigera (Suya), 444.

crispii'rons (Gypsophila),

149.

cristatellus (jEthiopsar),

541.

criatatus (Lanius), 468.

cristatus.(Regulus), 344.

croceus (Pericrocotus),

485.

Crows, 12.

Crovf-Tits, 60.

cruralis (Drymocihares),

188.

Crypairhina, 34.

Cryptolopha, 421.

euoiSlata (Crypsirhina),

35.

oucuUata (TJrocissa), 27.

Culioipeta, 423.

culminatus (Corvus), 17.

curruca (Sylvia), 398.

cursitans (Oisticola), 374.

Cutia, 222.

cyanea (Irena), 241.

cyanea (Larvivora), 181.

cyaniventris (Pycnouo-

tus), 290.

cyaniventris (Tesia), 192.

cyanooarpa (Dumetieola),

190.

Cyanoderma, 166.

cyanopogon (Chloropsis),

239.

cyanuroptera (Siva), 209.

cyanus (Parus), 46.

daflaensis (Ixops), 204.

daflaensis (Suthora), 66.

dauricua (Calornis), 530.

davisoni (Acantho-

pneuate), 420.

daviaoni (Hemixus), 264.

daviaoni (Lioptila), 200.
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davisoni (Pycnonotus),

288.

delesserti (Garrulax), 82.

delicatula (Sylvia), 396.

Dendrooitta, 30.

Dendrophila, 307.

diardi (Garrulax), 79.

dichrous (Lophophanes),
59.

Dicruridse, 308.

dici-uriformis (Dissemu-
roides), 322.

DioruruB, 310.

diffusus (OrioluB), 502.

discolor (Oerthia), 331.

DiBsemuroideB, 321.

DiBBemurulus, 322.

DisBemuruB, 325.

dobBoni (Grauoalus), 497.

dominious (Turdua), 495.

DrongoB, 308.

DrymooataphuB, 144.

DrymoehareB, 186.

Drymoioa, 378, 448.

DrymoipuB, 448.

DryonasteB, 72.

dubius (Scjiceniparus),

168.

Dumetda, 133.

Dumeticola, 362.

dumetorum (Acrocepha-
lus), 359.

earlii (Argya), 105.

eclipeB (Onaturhea), 106.

edela (Orthotomus), 368.

edoliformis (Diorurus),

322.

Edolius, 311.

egertoni (Aotinodura),

201.

Elaohura, 339.

ElaphrorniB, 190.

elegans (Pastor), 526.

elegans (Periorocotus),

479.

emeria (OtocoinpBa), 276.

enca (Oorvus), l7.

enlilotus (Brachypus),

279.

eremita (GraeuliiB), 43.

erocbroa (Beguloides),

407.
ErporniB, 219.

erytbrooephala (Cisfi-

cola), 371.

erythrooephalum (Tro-

ohalopterum), 89.

erythrooephalus (iEgi-

thaliBcu?), 50.

Erythrociohla, 152.

erythrogenys (Horomis),
364.

erythrogenys (Pomato-
rhinus), 124.

erythrolaetna (Trochalo-

pterum), 90.

erythronotUB (Lanius),

464.

erythropleura(Suya),447.

©rytbropterum (Cyano-
derma), 166.

erythropteruB (Pteru-

thius), 224.

erythropygia (Sturnia),

erythropygius (PeriorooO"

tus), 488.

eugenii (Myiophoneus),

179.

Eulabes, 509.

Eulabetidse, 509.

euptilosa (Pmaroeiehla),

279.

eutilotus (Brachypus),

279.

exilis (OiBtioola),371,372,

373.

extenBicauda (Drymoi-
pus), 454.

fairbanki (Trochalopte-

rum), 99.

fallax (Lanius), 460.

familiaris (Aedon), 351.

familiaris (Certhia), 330.

familiaris (Pycnonotus),

291
Fanteil-Warblers, 370.

fese (Suthora), 66.

ferrugilatus (Pomato-
rhinus), 124.

*

ferruginoaum (Malaco-

pteron), 152.

ferruginosus (Pomato-
rhinus), 120.

fimbriata (Oampophaga),
492.

finlayaoni (Pycnonotus),

287.

Fire-cap, 247.

flagraus (Pericrocotus),

485.

flammeus (Periorocotus),

482.
flammiceps (Cephalopy-

rus), 247.

flammifer (Periorocotus),

482.

flavala (Hemixus), 263.

flaveolus (Oriuiger), 255.
flaYescens (Ixus), 275.

flavescens (Xanthixns),

27.5.

flaviooUis (Ixulus), 218.

flavieularis (Abromis),

431.

flavipectus (Parus), 46.

flaTirictas (Pycnonotus),

290.
flavirostris (Paradoxor-

^is), 62.

flavirostris (XJrooissa), 27.

flaviventer (Tesia), 193.

flaviventris (Abrornis),

429.

flaviventris (Horomis),

363.

flaviventris (Otocompsa),

278.

flaviventris (Prinia), 449.

flavocristatus (Parus),

241.

flavolivacea (Neornis),

433.
flavo-oUvaceus (Phyllo-

scopus), 419.

flavoviridis(Orthotomus),

368.

forficatus (Edolius), 313.

formosa (Anorthura),

339.

formosa (Sitta), 306.

forsythi (Pyrrhooorax),

44.

fortipes (Horomis), 435.

Franklinia, 375.

fraterculus(Pericrocotus),

481.

Fregilus, 43.

frontalis (Dendrocitta),

33.

frontalis (Sitta), 307.

frugilegus (Oorvus), 18.

fuliginiventris (Phyllo-

scopus), 404.

fuliginosa (Deeura), 444.

fulvifrons (Suthora), 66.

fulviventris (Cryptolo-

pha\ 428.

fulviventris (Horomis),
405.

fulvus (Drymocataphus),

146.

fuBca (Aloippe), 158.

fuBca (Prinia), 452.

fuscatus (Lanius), 465.

fuscatus (Phyllosoopus),

405.

fusoioapillum (Pellome-
um), 143.

fuscicaudata (Otocomp-
sa), 277.
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fuaciflavesoens (Mioro-
piis), 295.

fnsoogularis (Poliopsar),

536.

fuBous (jEthiopsar), 539.
fuscuB (Artamus), 498.

galbanus (Dryonastes),

76.

galbula (Oriolus), 505.
galericulatus (Platylo-

phus), 477.
Q-ampsorhynohuB, 134.
ganeesa (Hypsipetes),

262.

gangetioa (Suya), 443.
garoensia (Turdinus),146.

Garrulax, 77.

Garrulus, 37.

gingiuianus (Acridothe-

res), 538.

Q-lossy StarKngs, 514.

goiavier (Pycnonotus),

287.

GoldcrestB, 344.

graoei (Oaulodromus),
175.

gracilis (Burneaia), 448.

gracilis (Franklinia), 376.

gracilis (LarriTora), 181.

gracilis (Lioptila), 197.

Grackles, 509.

Gracula, 510.

Graoulipica, 534.

Graculus, 42.

graculuB (Corvus), 43.

graculus (Fregilus), 43.

Graminicola, 381.

Grammatoptila, 102.

grandis (jEthiopsar), 541.

grandis (Dissemurus),

325.

Grasshopper-Warblers,
351.

Grass-Warblers, 380, 884.

GraucaluB, 496.

gravivox (Pomatorliinus),

125.

griffithii (Parus), 56.

grimmi (Lanius), 459.

griseicepB (Criniger), 257.

griseiceps (Turdus), 82.

griseifrons (Abrornis),

429.
griseigularis (Pericroco-

tus), 486.

griseigularis (Pyotorhis),

139.

griseus (Aoridotheres),

539.

griseuB (Crateropus), 112.

gularis (Argya), 107.

gularis (Oriniger), 259.
gularis (Garrulax), 81.

gularis (Garrulus), 38.

gularis (Mixornis), 168.

gularis (Pycnonotus), 289.

gularis (So88orhynohus),

69.

gularis (Tephrodornia),

474.

gularis (Yuhina), 211.
guttata (Staehyrhis), 155.

guttata (Thringorhina),
155.

guttatioolis (Paradoxor-
nis), 62.

guttatuB (Turdinus), 155.

gutturalis (Oriniger), 256.

Gypsophila, 149.

heemorrhous (Molpastes),

268.

haplonotuB (Maohlolo-
phus), 56.

hardwickii (Ohloropsis),

236.

hardwioldi (Lanius), 462.

Hemipus, 471.
bemispila (B'ucifraga),41.

Eemixus, 263.

hendersonii (Lusciniop-

sis), 354.

Herbivocula, 399.
Herpornis, 219.

Heteromorpha, 63.

Heterorbynohus, 336.
Hilarocichla, 243.

hildebrandi (Hemixus),
264.

himalayaua (Certhia),

329.

himalayanus (Dicrurus),

314.

himalayanus (Fregilus),

43.

himalayanus (Oriolus),

507.

himalayensis (Dendro-
citta), 32.

himalayensis (Regulus),

345.

himalayensis (Sitta), 300.

hodgsoni (Oallene), 190.

hodgsoni (Certbia), 329.

hodgsoni (Phyllornis),

234.

hodgsoni (Prinia), 376.

hodgsoni (Tiokellia), 432.

HodgBonius, 189.

homalura(Cistieola), 374.

bomeyeri (Lanius), 461.

Horeites, 440.

Horornis, 434.

horsfleldi (Myiophoneus),
180.

horsfieldii (Pomato-
rhinus), 119.

horsfieldii (Timalia), 137.

hottentotta (Ohibia), 320.

bumii (Lopbophanes), 58.

humii (Molpastes), 274.

humii (Pbylloscopus),

410.

humii (Sphenocichia),

336.

humii (Sturnus), 520.

humii (Sutbora), 64.

humilis (Ixulus), 218.

bumilis (Prinia), 375.

huttoui (Malacocercua),

106.

hyperythra (Argya), 109.

hyperythra (Braohy-
pteryx), 188.

hyperythra (Dumetia),
133.

hyperytbrus (Drymo-
ohares), 187.

HypoooliuB, 250.

Hypolais, 390.

hypoleuca (Timalia), 137.

hypoleuooB (Lanius), 462.

hypoleucus (Pomato-
rhinus), 126.

Hypsipetes, 259.

lantbocincla, 84.

icterioa (lole), 283.

icterooephala (Cblor-

opsis), 237.

Iduna, 391.

igneitincta (Minla), 245.
igneus (Periorocotus),

484.

ignotincta (Minla), 245.

ignotum (Pellomeum),
144.

imberbis (Pomato-
rhinuB), 125.

imbricatum (Trochalo-

pterum), 102.

immaculata (Nucifraga),

41.

immodestus (Pericro-

ootus), 490.

impudious (Anomalo-
corax), 20.

impudiens (Oorvus), 20.

incognita (Sturnia), 536.

indicuB (Oriolus), 502.

indicuB (Phylloscopus),

404.
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indiciiB (Sturnus), 520.

inglisi (Pomatorhinus),

127.

innominata (Campo-
phaga), 493.

iunotata (lora), 228.

inornata (Prinia), 452.

inquieta (Sootooerca),

432.

insidiator (Lanius), 514,

insignis (Drymoipus),

451.

insolens (Corvus), 21.

insularis (Buchanga), 316.

intensior (PerieroeotuB),

486.

intermedia (Eulabes),

511.

intermedia (Tribura),

363.

intermedia (Volvocivora),

493.

intermedium (Pellor-

neum), 141.

intermediuB (Corvus), 17.

intermediuB (Dicrurua),

310.

intermediuB (MoIpasteB),

272.
intermedins (Pteruthius),

227.

lole, 282.

lora, 228.

iora (PhcEnicomaiies),

228.

iosohiBtua (.^githalisous),

62.

Irena, 239.

irwini (Oalornis), 514.

isabellina (Ceblepyris),

250.

isabellinUB (Lanius), 467.

Ixops, 203.

IxoB, 289, 291.

IxuluB, 216.

Jackdaw, 22.

javaneusis (Eulabes), 512.

javensis (PhyUorniB),238.

Jays, 37.

jerdoni (Chloropsis), 238.

ierdoui (Cryptolopha),

425.

jerdoni (Parus), 56.

jerdoni (Prinia), 453.

jerdoni (Sylvia), 395.

jerdoni (Timelia), 132.

jerdoni (Troohalo-

pterum), 99.

jerdonii (Merva), 175.

jocosa (Otoeompsa), 276.

kashniirensis (Sitta), 303.

Kelaartia, 296.

khasiana (Suya), 446.

kundoo (Oriolue), 504.

lafresnayii (Aetho-

rhynchus), 228.

lahtora (Lanius), 459.

lanceolata (Locustella),

353.

lanceolatus (Garrulus),

38.

languida (Hypolais), 391.

LaniidsB, 455.

Laniinas, 456.

Lanius, 457.

Larvivora, 181.

lateralis (Zosterops), 215.

Laticilla, 379.
Laughing-Thrushes, 71.

lavfrencii (Corvus), 14.

layardi (GrauealuB), 496.

Layardia, 109.

lazulina (Chloropsis), 237.

Leiothrix, 221.

lepida (Prinia), 448.

Leptopoeoile, 246.

leuoocephala (Qraculi-

pica), 536.

leucoeephalus (Hypai-
peteB),262.

leucogaster (Artamus),
499.

leucogaster (Garrulax),

79.

leucogaster (Pomato-
rhinus), 116.

leucogastra (Dendro-
citta), 31.

lenoogenys (.^githa-

liscus), 51.

leucogenys (Dicrurus),

317.

leucogenys (Molpastes),

272.

leucolophus (Garrulax),

77.

leueophaeus (Dicrurus),

317.

leucopsis (Sitta), 306.

leucoptera (Pica), 24.

leucopterus (Platys-

murus), 37.
leuoopygialis (Artamus),

leucopygialis (Dicrurus),

316.

leucorhynohus (Arta-
mus), 499.

leuootis (Garrulus), 39.

leucotis (Molpastes), 273.

levaillantii (Corvus), 17.

lineatum (Troehalo-

pterum), 101.

Lioparus, 174.

Lioptila, 195.

Liothrix, 221.

Liotriohinffi, 220.

Locustella, 351.

loouBtelloides (Chast-

oijiis), 388.

longicauda (Ortbotomus),

366.

longicaudata (TJrocichIa),

340.

longicaudatus (Dicru-

rus), 314.

longicaudatus (Drymoi-
pus), t52.

longirostri.s (Argya), 109.

longus (Dicrourus), 313.

Lophophanes, 67.

lophorhinus (Dissemu-
rulus), 322.

lucionensis (Lanius), 469.

lugubris (Acantho-
pneuste), 417.

lugubris (Oampephaga),
492.

Luaciniola, 369.

lutea (LioLbrix), 221.

luteiventris (Tribura),

364.

luteolus (Pyononotus),

290.

macoleUandi (Garrulax),
81.

macclellandi (Hemixua),
265.

macclellandi (Pomato-
rhinus), 126.

Machlolophus, 54.

macii (Graucalus), 496.
macrocercus (Dicrurus),

312.

macroptera (Brachy-
pteryx), 153.

maororhyncha (Corone),
17.

maororhynchus (Acro-
cephalus), 360.

macrorhynciiuB (Corvus),
17.

macrurus (Oriolus), ."jOS.

maculicoUis (Ortboto-
mus), 367.

maculipennis (Phyllo-
scopus), 406.

magna (Sitta), 303.
mngnirostre (Malaeo-

pternni), 151,
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magnirostris (Aoantho-
pneusle), 415.

magnirostris (Aloippe),

158.

magnirostris (Lanius),

470.

magnirostris (Psilo-

rhimis), 26.

magnirostris (Urooissa),

26.

magnum (Malaeo-
pterum), 151.

Magpies, 23.

mahrattensis (Pastor),

539.

Mainatus, 510.

major (Horornis) 4.38.

major (Phoeuieura), 185.

major (Tribura), 36"3.

majus (Malaoopteron),

151.

malabarioa (Chloropsis),

235.

malabarioa (Sturnia),527.

malabarious (Dissemu-
rus), 325.

malabarious (Malaoooer-
cua), 110.

malabarious (Parus), 487.
malabaroides (Disaemu-

rus), 325.

malaooensis (lole), 283.

Malaeias, 196.

Malacocercus, 105, 110.

Malaoopterum, 150.

malaooptUus (Eimator),
175.

malayensis (Chaptia'),

318.

maloolmi (Argya), 108.

mandellii (Certhia), 330.

mandellii (Pellorneuui),

140.

mandellii (Phylloeoopus),

411.

mandellii (Sohceniparus),

169.

mandellii (Tribura), 365.

Mango-birds, 500.

manipurensis (^githa-
liscus), 51.

manipurensis (Oerthia),

331.

manipurensis (Oisticola),

374.

mariee (Pomatorhinus),
121.

Marsh-Warbler, 383.

media (Pica), 24.

megaloptera (Pica), 25.

Megalurus, 382.

mftlanicterus (Pyouo-
notus), 288.

melanocepbala (Oisti-

cola), 372.

melanooephalus (Mioro-
pus), 294.

melaiiocephalus(Oriolus),

506.

melanoceplialus (Pycno-
nofcus), 278.

Melauooblora, 241.

melanoleuca (Lioptila),

198.

melauolophus (Lopho-
phanes), 57.

melanopogon (Lusoin-

iola), 369.

melauops (Abrornis),

430.

melanoptera (Oampo-
phaga), 492.

mdanoscbista (Campo-
pbaga), 491.

melanosteruus (Acrido-

theres), 538.

melanostigma (Q^rocha-

lopterum), 92.

melanothorax (Lalage),

494.

melanotig (Q-arrulax), 80.

melanotis (Pteruthius),

226.

melanura (Campophaga),
492.

melanura (Oinclosoma),

96.

melanurum (Trochal-

opterum), 97.

melanurus (Pomato-
rhinus), 118.

melaschistus (Volvoci-

Tora), 491.

menzbieri (Sturnua), 522.

meridionale (Trochalo-

pterum), 100.

ineridionalis (Calamo-
dyta), 356.

merulina (Stactooichla),

104.

Mc'sia, 244.

Mesomyodi, 6.

Micropua, 294.

miuiatus (Pericrocotus),

484..

Minivets, 477.

Minla, 245.

minor (Dierurus), 313.

minor (Lanius), 459.

minor (Parus), 48.

minor (Sturnus), 522.

minor(Trichastoma),146.

minula (Sylvia), 398.
minus (Pellornaum),

141.

minuscula (Sylvia), 398.
minutus (Perioroootus),

485.

minutua (Triohophorus),

258.

Mixornis, 166.

modestus (Perioroootus),

489.

modestus (Beguloides),

409.

modestus (Sylviparus),

53.

Molpastea, 267.

monedula (Oorvus), 22.

moniliger (Q-arrulax),

81.

monticola (Otooompsa),

276.

monticola (Parus), 49.

motacilloides (Pericro-

cotus), 489.

mouhoti (Buohanga),
318.

multimaeulata (Nuoifra-

ga), 41.

multipunctata (Nucifra-

ga), 4L
munipurensia (Snthora),

66.

muraria (Tichodroma),
334.

murina (Myiothera),

176.

Myiophoneus, 178.

Mynas, 516.

Myzomis, 233.

nagaensis (Pcllorneum),
144.

nagaensis (Sitta), 302.

nana (Sylvia), 396.
nanus (Pycuonotus),

206.

naaalia (Pyetorhis), 138.

nasutus (Lanius), 464.

neglecta (Anorthura),
338.

neglecta (Campophaga),
493.

neglecta (Prinia), 451.

neglecta (Sitta),' 301.

neglectus (Pericrocotus),

484.

neglectus (Phyllosoopua),

406.

nemorioola (Sturnia),

528.

Neornis, 433.
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uepalensis (Acantho-
ptila), 386.

nepaleneis (Aloippe), 157.

uepalensis (Anorthura),

337.

uepalensis (Certhla),

330.

nepalensis (Outia), 222.

nepaleusis (Drymo-
chares), 188.

nepalensis (Ixops), 203.

nepalensis (Suthora),

65.

neumayeri (Sitta), 304.

nicobaricus (Zosterops),

214.

nicobariensis (lole),

285.

nigerrimus (Hypsipetes),

262.

nigresceus (Dicrurue),

315.

nigrieapitatus (Drymo-
catapbus), 145.

nigrieeps (Lanius), 463.

nigriceps (Sibia), 196.

nigrieeps (Stachyrhis),

162.

nigrieoUis (Graeulipioa),

534.

nigrifrons (Aloippe), 160.

nigrifrons (Bhopocichla),

160.

mgrilutea (.Xgitbina),

232.

nigrimentum (Trooha-
lopterum), 91.

nigrimentum (Yuhina),

212.

nigripileus (Molpastes),

270.

nigrolutea (lora), 232.

nilghemensis (Hypsi-
petes), 262.

nipalense (Pellorneum),

140.

nipalensis (Alcurus),

266.

nipalensis (Parus), 47.

nipalensis (Sitta), 300.

nipalensis (Suthora), 65.

nitens (Sturnus), 520.

nitiduB (Acanthopneuste),
413.

nitidiiB (Ortbotomus),
368.

niveigularis (jEgithalis-

cus), 52.

nobilior (Sturnus), 623.

nuohalis (Dryonastes),

74.

nuohalis (Garrulax), 74.

nuohalis (Parus), 49.

nuohalis (Pomatorhinus),

117.

Nuoifraga, 40.

Ifutcraokers, 40.

Nuthatches, 298.

obsoura (Suya), 444.

obsoiirus (Hemipus),473.
obsourus (Pomatorhinus),

120.

obsoleta (Hypolais), 393.

occipitalis (Acantho-
pneuste), 418.

occipitalis (Ixulus), 217.

occipitalis (Urocissa), 26.

occipitalis (Yuhina), 212.

ocellata (lauthooincla),

84.

ochraceiceps (Pomatorhi-
nus), 123.

ochraceus (Criniger), 256.

oobrocephalus (Traohy-
comus), 281.

oglei (Actinodura), 156.

oglei (Aotinura), 156.

oglii (Thringorhina), 156.

Oligura, 193.

olivacea (lole), 284.

olivaceum (Malacopte-
ron), 154.

olivaceus (Arundinax),
390.

oliTaceus (Microtarsus),

293.

oliTaceus(Pomatorhinu8),

118.

oliraceuB (Mixomia), 146.

omalura (Cisticola), 374.

orientalis (Acrocephalus),

357.

orientalis (Cettia), 441.

orientalis (Lalage), 495.
orientalis (Malacocer-

ous), 110.

Orioles, 500.

Oriolidie, 500.

Oriolus, 500.

Orites, 50.

ornata (Ciasa), 29.

orphea (Sylvia), 395.

Orthorhinus, 126.

Ortbotomus, 366.

Otocompsa, 275.

pagodarura (Temenu-
ohus), 633.

pallida (Crypsirbina), 30.
pallida (Hypolais), 392.

pallidipes(Horornis),437.

palliduB (Horomis), 436,

palliseri (Elaphrornis),

191.

palpebrosa (Zosterops),

214.
palustre (Pellorneum),

143.

palustris (Acrocephalus),

366.

palustris (Megalurus),

383.

paradiseua (Dissemurus),

325.

Paradoxomis, 61.

Paradoxornithinffi, 60.

Paring, 45.

Parus, 46.

Passeres, 2.

Pastor, 518.

pectoralis (Garrulax), 80.

pectoralis (Pellorneum),

140.

Pellorneum, 139.

pellotis (Aoanthoptila),

386.

pelvicus (Tephrodomis),
473.

penioillata (Eelaartia),

297.

peregrinus (Pericrocotus),
487.

Pericrocotus, 477.
perniger (Hypsipetes),

262.

persicus (Parus), 46.
personata (Otocompsa),

287.

phseocephala (Alcippe),

158.

phseocephalus (Alopho-
ixus), 259.

pbseocephalus (Criniger),

phsBOcephalus (Micro-
pus), 296.

phayrii (Aloippe), 158.
phayrii (Pomatorhinus),

121.

phoeniceum (Troohalopte-
rum), 93.

phoeuiouroides (Hodgso-
nius), 190.

pbcenicuroides (Lanius),

468.

phcBnicurus(Laniu8),468.

Phyllergates, 439.

Pbyllopneuste, 391, 404,
412.

Phyllornis, 234.

PbylloBoopus, 400.

Pica, 23.
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pica (Oorviis), 24.

picaoides (Sibia), 195.
pioata (Sibia), 198.

ploatus (Hemipus), 471.
picatus (Thamuocata-

phus), 135.

pioticoEiB (Garrulax),

pileata (Timelia), 132.

Pinarociohla, 279.

pinwilli (Pomatorhinua),
117.

PlatylophuB, 476.
Platysmurus, 36.

platyura (Schoenicola),

384.

plumbeiceps (Staphidia),

206.

plumbeitarsus (Acautyho-

pneuste), 414.
plumosus (Pyononotus),

292.

Pnoepyga, 342.

Podoces, 40.

poiocephala (Aloippe),

158.

polocephalus (Brachypo-
dius), 296.

poioicephala (Thimalia),

158.

poliocepliala (Prinia),

377, 450.
poliogaster (Stacbyrhis),

161.
poliogenys(Cryptolopha),

426.

Poliopsar, 524.

poUoptera (Oampo-
phaga), 493.

poUotis (Suthora), 65.

pollioaria (HoreiteB)^

441.

poltaratzskii (Stomus),

523.

Pomatorhinua, 115.

pondioerianus (Tephro-

domis), 475.

porphyronotua (Sturnue),

521.

prsBCOgnitus (Staehyris),

164.

presbytis (PhyUoscopua),

420.

Prinia, 447.
Proparua, 173.

proregulua (Phylloseo-

pus), 408.

Psarogloasa, 248.

psaroides (Hypsipetes),

260.

TOl. I.

paeudooorone (Corvos),

16.

Pailorhinua, 26.

PteruthiuB, 223.
ptilogenya (Eulabea),

513.

pueUa fOisaa), 29.

puella (Irena), 240.
pulohella (Lioptila), 200.

puleher (Phyllosoopus),

407.
puluherrimua (Perioro-

eotua), 484.

pulohrala (Abrornia),

407.
punctata (Elachura), 339.

panotatue (Troglodytea),

339.

purpurasoena (Stumua),

puailla (Pnoepyga), 343.

puaillua (Esematomia),
268.

pusillus (Pyouonotua),

293.

Pyononotus, 285.

Pyetorhia, 137.

pygseua (Pycnouotua),

269, 271, 272.

pygmseua (Molpastea),

269.

Pyrrbocorax, 44.

pyrrhooorax (Pregilus),

44.

pyrrbocyanea (Oiaaa), 29.

pyrrbopa (Dicrurua),

314.

pyrrbopa (Staobyrbidop-

aia), 165.

pyrrbotia (Ixos), 276.

pyrrbura (Myzornia),

233.

rama (Hypolaia), 391.

ramaayi (Aotinodura),

202.

Batitse, 1.

Eaven, 14.

Iteed-Warblera, 355.

Begulidae, 844.

Eeguloides, 407.
• reguloidea (Pbyllo-

pneuate), 419.

Eegulua, 344.

regulua (Motacilla), 344.

religiosa (Eulabea), 510.

remifer (Bbringa), 324.

rex-pineti (Gtrauoalus),

498.

Bbopocicbla, 159.

Eimator, 175.
roberti (Spbenocicbla),

336.

roberti (Turdiuulua), 176.

robusta (Drvmoica), 451.

Book, 18.

roseua (Pastor), 518.

roseua (Pericrocotua),

486.

rostratum (Trioboatoma),

153.

rubescens (Locustella),

352.

rubioapillus (Mixornia),

167.

rubidiyentria (Lopho-
phanea), .58.

rubiginoBus (Drymoeata-
pbua), 145.

Tubigiuoaua (Malacocer-
eua), 109.

rubiginoaus (Pomatorhi-
nua), 120.

Bubigula, 278.

rubineus (Braehypus),

289.

rubricapillus (Mixornia),

167.

rubro-limbatua (Pericro-

cotua), 485.

rufa (Dendrooitta), 30.

rufa (Sylvia), 395.

rufeaoens (Crateropus),

114.

rufeaoena (Drymoipua),
451.

rufeaoens (Franklinia),

377.

ruficapillum (Trochalo-
pterou), 90.

ruficepa (Orthotomua),
368.

rufioeps (Pellorneum),

141.

ruficepa (Scseorbynobus),

68.

ruficepa (Stachyrhidop-
aia), 164.

ruficepa (Suthora), 67.

rufioollia (Ciaticola), 372.
ruficoUis (Dryonastea),

73.

ruficoUia (Garrulax), 73.

ruflcollis (Pomatorhinua),
122.

rufifrons (Bracbypteryx),

188.

rufifrons (Stachyrbidop-
sis), 165.

rufigenis (Staphidia), 206.

2o
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rufigularis (lanthocin-
' cla), 86.

rufigularis (Schoenipa-

rus), 170.

rufimeuta (Cinclosoma),

86.,

rufinuchalis (Lopbo-
phanes), 58.

rufiyenter (Pteruthius),

< 243.

ruflventriB (Brachypte-
ryx), 185.

rufiventris (Callene), 185.

rufiventris (Hilarooichla),

243.

rufogulare (Trochalopte-

ron), 36.

rufula (Prinia), 376.

rufulus (Garapsorhyn-
chue), 135.

rupicola (Sitta), 305.

rustica (Pica), 24.

rutilus (Pericrocotus),

481.

Salpornis, 332.

aal»adorii (Pycnonotua),

293.

Bangninifrons (Dicseum),

247.

sannio (Dryonastes), 76.

sannio (Garrulax), 76.

Saroglossa, 248.

saturata (Campophaga),
493.

saturata (Lioptila),-200.

ScBeorhynehuB, 68.

scalemu-a (Oettia), 441.

seapularis (lora), 231.

sohacU (Lanius), 465.

sohistioeps (Abrornia),

430.

Bcbistioeps (Fomatorhi-

nus), 116.

scbistilatua (Horeites),

440.

Sohoenieola, 384.

Bcboenicola (Gisticola),

374.
Seboeniparus, 168.

Bchoenobseniis (Acroce-
phaluB), 356.

Bchwarzi (Herbivooula),

399.

Scimitar Babblers, 115.

Sootocerea, 432.

Sedge-Warbler, 369.

seebobmi (Phylloscopus),

415.

senex (SturnorniB), 534.

sericea (Cettia), 441.

serieea (Horeites), 437.

seriopbrys (Parns), 53.

setifer (Trochalopteron),

102.

Betifera (Oinclosoma),

101.

sbarpii (OorvuB), 20.

Sbort-wingB, 184.

Shrike-Babblers, 124.

Shrikes, 455.

Shrike-Tits, 223.

siamensis (Acridotheres),

541.

siamensis (Zosterops),

216.

Sibia, 195.

Sibiinse, 194.

simile (Trochalopterum),

.96.

simplex (Pycnonotns),

292.

simplex (Zosterops), 215.

sindiauus (Pbylloscopiis),

406.

sinensiB (Cissa), 28.

sinensis (Dendrooitta),

33.

sinensis (Pyetorhis), 137.

sinensis (Sturnia), 526.

sinensis (Urocissa), 26.

Sitta, 299.

SittidiB, 298.

Sittiparus, 171.

Siva, 207.

socialis (Prinia), 379.

socialis (Prinia), 450.

Solaris (Pericrocotus),

485.

somervillii (Crateropus),

113.

sonneratii (Phyllornis),

238.

sopbise (Leptopoecile),

246.

sordida (Siva), 210.

sordiduB (Pericrocotus),

490.

speciosus (Corrua), 28.

speciosuB (Pericrocotus),

479.

speouligerus (Lanius),

468.

Spbenociobla, 835.

spilonota (Salporms),
333.

spilonotus (Machlo-
lophus), 54.

spiloptera (Paaroglossa),

^49.

Spizixus, 280.

splendens (Oorvus), 20.

splendens (Sturnus),

520.
Spodiopsar, 524.

Spotted-wing, 249.

squamata (Pnoepyga),
342.

sqnamatum (Trocha-
Idpterum), 96.

squamioeps (XJrospbena),

442.

StacbyrhidopsiB, 164.

Stachyrbis, 161.

Stactocichla, 104.'

Stapbidia, 205.
Starlings, 516.

Starlings, Glossy, 514.

stellatus (Drymochares),
,187.

stenorhynchua (Pomato-
rhinus), 124.

stentoreus (Acrocepha-
lus), 356.

stewarti (Prinia), 450.
stigmatnps (Dicrurus),

318.

stoliczka (Certhia), 332.
stoliczkae (Cettia), 441.
stoliczkse (Stoliczkana),

246.

straminea (Looustella),

354.

streperus (Acrocephalus),
356.

strepitans (Garrulax), 83.

striata (Corythocichla),
148.

striata (Qrammatoptila),
103.

striata (Staphidia), 206.
striatulus (Blanfordiua),

440.
striatus (Alcurus), 266.
striatus (Chjetoruis),

388.

striatus (Crateropus),
112.

striatus (Melizopbilus),
4oo.

stridulus (Pomato-
rhiuus), 123.

strigatus (Turdus), 514.
strigula (Siva), 208.
Sturnia, 525.
Sturnidie, 576.
stumina (Sturnia), 530.
sturninus (Aeronsar').

530.

Sturnopastor, 542.
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Sturnoniis, 533.
Stui-nus, 519.
subcaerulatus (Dryo-

nastes), 76.
subcasrulatua (Gbrrulax),

76.

Bubniger (Hypsipetes),
261.

Buboohraeeum (Pellor-
neum), 142.

subrufa (Argya), 109.
subsignata (Looustella),

353.

subunicolor (Troohalo-
pterum), 94.

subviridis (Parus), 54.

subviridis (PhyUoscopus),
409.

Sultan-bird, 241.
sultauea (Melanochlora),

241.

sumatranus (Oriniger),

257.

sumatrenBis (Qrauealus),

498.

Bupereiliaria (AbrorniB),
429.

superoiliaris (Larvivora),
182.

Buperciliaris (Sturno-

pastor), 543.

superciliarie (Suya), 447.
Buperciliaris (Xipho-

rhamphus), 128.

Bupereiliosus (Lanius),

469.

superciliosus (Phyllo-

soopuB), 409.

Suthora, 63.

sutorius (Orthotomus),

366.

Suya, 443.

Swallow-Shrikes, 498.

Bykesi(Oampophaga),493.
sykesii (Malacocercus),

113.

sylvatiea (Prinia), 451.

Sylvia, 394.

sylvicola (Tepbrodornis),

474.

Sylviidse, 346.

Sylviparus, 53.

syriaca (Sitta), 304.

taczanowskia (Tribura),

363.

taeniura (Certhia), 329.

Tailor-birds, 366.

Talking-Mynas, 509.

teotirostris (Bhiinga),

324.

Temenuchus, 532.

temmincki (Myiopbo-
neus), 178. -

Temuoris, 66.

Teinnurus, 37.

temporalis (Looustella),

362.
tenellipes (Aoantho-

pneuste), 416.

tfinoieeps (Abrornis), 410.

tenuirostria (Corvus), 17.

tenuirostris (Oriolus),

503.

tepbroeepbala (Orypto-
lopha), 423.

Tepbrodornis, 473.

tepbronota (Sitta), 305.

tephronotus (Lanius),

465.

terat (Oampopbaga),
495.

terrioolor (Crateropus),

111.

terrioolor (Drymoipus),
452.

terrioolor (Pastor), 110.

Tesia, 191.

thibetauua (Oorvus), 14.

thoraoiea (Tribura), 363.
Thringorhina, 155.

tibetana (Pica), 24, 25.

Tiohodroma, 334.
tiokelU (Drymooataphua),

146.

tickelli (Hemixua), 265.

tickelli (Pomatorhinus),
127.

TickeUia, 431.

tigrimis (Lanius), 470.
Timelia, 131.

Timeliinffi, 129.

tipbia (^githina), 230.
Tit-Babblers, 168.

Tits, 45.

torquatua (Gampsorbyn-
chus), 136.

Trachycomus, 281.

traillii (Oriolus), 508.

Tree-pies, 30.

Tribura, 361.

Trioholestea, 257.

Trichostoraa, 153.

tristis (Acridotheres),

537.

triatis (Oriniger), 279.

tristis (Phylloaoopus),

403.

Trochalopterum, 87.

trochiloidea (Aoantbiza).

419.

trochiloidea (Aoantho-
pneuste), 419.

troohiloides (Eeguloides),

419.

Tryp'anocorax, 18.

turdina orientalis (Sali-

caria), 357.

Turdinulus, 176.

Turdinus, 153.

typhia (lora), 230.

tytleri (Oalomis), 514.

tytleri (Oistioola), 372.

tytleri (Phyllosoopus),

402.

umbratilis (Tfapothera),

153.

umbrinus (Corvua), 15.

unicolor (Pnoepyga),
342.

unicolor (Sturnua), 520.

unicolor (Suthora), 64.

Uroeicbla, 340.

XJrooiaaa, 25.

uropygialia (Qarrulax),

Urosphena, 442.

vagabunda (Coraciaa), 30.

Talida (Drymoica), 451.
variaus (Crypairhina),

35.

variegatum (Trochalo-
pterum), 95.

venatoria (Oiasa), 28.

verreauxi (Megaluriis),

381.

vidua (Volvooivora), 493.
vigoraii (Garrulus), 38.

vinipeotus {Proparus),
173.

vireseens (lole), 284.

virgatum (Trochalo-
pterum), 100.

viridanua (Aeantho-
pneuste), 414.

virideaoena (lole), 284.
viridipennis (Phyllosoo-

pus), 419.

vindis (Ohloropsis), 238.
viridiasima (iSgithina),

231.

vittatus (Lanius), 462.

volitans (Cisticola), 373.
Volvocivora, 491.

vulgaris (Sturnus), 521.

waldeni (Buohanga), 314,
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waldeni (Ixops), 204.

Wall-creeper, 334.

Wallace! (Buehanga),

318.

Warblers, 346.

Warbler-Tit, 246.

Whistling-Thrushes,

178.

White-eyes, 213.

williamsoni (Turdinus),

149.

wrayi (Pericrocotus),

485.

Wrens, 327.

Wren-Warblers, 375.
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Xanthixus, 274.

xanthoohlora (Erpomis),

219.

xanthochloris (Pteru-^

thius), 227.

xanthogenys (Maohlo-
lophus), 65.

xantholsemus (Pyonono-

tus), 289.

xantholeuca (Herpomis),

219.

xanthonotus (Oriolus),

505.

xanthorrhoua (Pycnono-

tus), 286.

xanthosohista (Cryptolo-

pha), 425.

xanthotis (Aethorhyn-

chus), 229.

Xiphorhamphus, 128.

Yuhina, 211.

yunnanensis(^Hypsipetes),

261.

zeyloniea (Motacilla),

230.

ZosteropB, 213.

zosterops (Chloropsis),

238.
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