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GENERAL PREFACE, xxild

in the.Holy Land, by Facardine, the brave and gj
* mous Emir of Sidon, with whom joined fome oth
difcontented Baffas and Beys of Egypt; but Amu-
rat, fending powerful forces againft them, reduced
them to their duty. Afterwards, enticing Facardine
to Conftantinople, the old Emir went accordingly
with forty thoufand men at hisgeels, who encamp-
ed at a diftance from the city ; but at length, truft-
ing too much to Sultan Amurat’s alfurements and
fair prom1fcs, he ventured fo far into the Grand Sig-
nior’s clutches, that h® was ﬁranglcd. This our Spy
defcants upon in feveral letters.

Next followed tRe taking of Ravan by the Perfi-
ans, which was accompanied by the rebellion of the
Beglerbeg of Greece; at which time there raged a
deftru&tive plague at Conftantinople. In this, year
our Spy came to Paris. Much about the fame time,
the Perfians routed the Turks before Babylon, and
forced them to raife the fiege.

Amurat was fo enraged with thefe reiterated ill fuc-
cefles, that, colle€ting together a mighty army, he
- led them in perfon to the walls of Babylon, and laid
clofe fiege to that city, refolving never to rcturn to
Conftantinople till he had won that important place,
which he accordingly did, with an infinite flaughter
of the Perfians. Our Spy fpeaks much of this
fiege, fometimes extolling the bravery of Schach
Abbas, King of the Perfians, at other times mag-
.nifying the valour of Amurat.

"The Grand Signior, returning from this fuccefs-
ful campaxgn, entered Conftantinople in triumph
and bemg puffed up withehis viGtories, gave the reins
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lto his paflion, committing a thoufand exorbitancies

and cruelties. At length he died of a fever, which’
he got by exceflive drinking of wine and {pirits, to
which he had much addiéted himfelf.

Ibrahim, brother to Amurat, {ucceeded in the
throne, a prince wholly given over to the amours
of women; yct he gcommenced that long and tedi-
ous war with the Venetians, which coft fo much
money and blood on both fides, which lafted above
twenty years, and which was not ended till the fur-
render of Candia, 'the chicf eity of the ifland bear~
ing that name, which confummated the conqueft of
the whole ifle.

The occafion of this war is related varioufly. Our
hiftories affirm, that it was begun on the account of
Sultan Ibrahim’s fon being taken captive by the
Knights of Malta, who was afterwards educated in
that illand, became a monk, and, for diftin&ion
fake, in rcgard of his fuppofed extration, was call-
ed Padfe Ottomanno, or Ottoman Father.  Our Spy
contradicts all this, and fays he was only the fon of
a female flave belonging to the Seraglio, there being
no account to be had of his father.

Ibrahim being tranfported, with an extravagant
luft after women, and having debauched the mufti’s
daughter, the mufti, with the Grand Vifier, and
fome other baflus, confpired againft him, drawing
his own mother into the plot. At length he was
feized,,depofed, and, after fome days confinement,
growing mad, he was ftrangled in his prifon,,and
his fon Mahomet IV. afcended the throne; a prince
addi€ted more to huntingy and the pleafures of a
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1

countyy life, than to war, or love of women 3 whencc(
it was, that he fpent moft of his fummers in fome

dclightful folitude, where the agreeable thades of the

trees, the purling ftreams, and harmony of birds,

invited him as to an earthly paradife. Yet this hin-
dered not the Grand Vifier fromi profecuting the

wars in’Hungary, Dalmatia, Candia, and elfcwhere,
as there was -oggafion. , Of all which things, our

Spy gives hints in his Letters, according to their pro-

per fcafons.

To draw fowards # conclufion. The readér of
thefc Letters may obferve, that our Spy in fome of
them makes mention of feveral papers and journals
which came to his hands; and of one which he
wrote himfelf in the academies, wherein is contam-
ed the hiftory of his youth, with the moft memor-
able adventures which befel him in that part of his
life.

= But, among foreign journals, he feems to put the
moft value on thofe of Carcoa, Pefteli Hali his bro-
ther, and Ifouf his coufin. The firft of thefe was a
private agent for the Grand Signior at Vienna, who
lived fome years there after our Spy came to Paris,
and held a ftri¢t correfpondence with him, by order
of the Turkifh Divan, as appears by feveral letters
in the 1ft and 2d Volumes ; but at length dying,
his journal and other papers were fent by his fuc-
ceflor to our Spy, with a ring, which Carcoa had
bequeathed him as a legacy and token of his ivio-
lable fricndfhip, even to death.
. This journal, as we may gather from fome of

*our Spy’s”letters, contains copies of all the difpatche
Vo 1. ] '
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\\es whicl, Carcoa fent to the minifters of the Porte,
“during Lis refidence at Vienna, with fome of their >
letters to him.  In thefe, as we may farther colle&t,
is couched a hulory of all the moft remarkable tran{-
altions in Europe, with parallel occurrences and e-
veats in the Faft, from the year 1600, or therca-
bouts, to the year 1652, at which time.Carcoa died.
Our Spy, beflides other cammenggtions which he
gives this journal of Carcoa, particularly celebrates
it in one of his laft lctters to Nathan Ben Saddi, a
Jew'at Vienna. At the firftSreceipt of that journal,
he fent an anfwer to Nathan, which begins thus:
¢ Thy letrer, with Carcoa’s journal, is come fafe to
my hands, and the ring which he bequeathed me,”
&c. And a little after, he fays, ¢ His memoirs wiil
be of gicat fervice to me, containing a more accu-
rate hiflory of the German Court, from the year
1600 to the time of his death, than I have yet feen
extant. I am not unacquainted with relations of this
kind,” &c. Vol. 1L Book I. Letter XXX1. page 48.
But in the very laft letter he wrote to that Jew, he
gives this journal yet far highcr encomiums, praifing
the clegance and fuccindtnefs of the ftyle, the foli-
dity of the matter, and the great ufcfuluefs as well
as delightfulnefs of both ; as may be fecn more at
large in Vol. VIII Book 1V. Letter XVI. page 250.

The fecond journal is that of Pefteli Hali, brother
to our Spy, and a great traveller in Afla. At his
retutn to Conftantinople he was made mafter of the
cuftoms, and fuperintendant of the arfenal there.
His journal contains an accurate account of his tra-.
vels through Syria, Arabia, Perfia, Indisy China,”®
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Tartary Georgia, Circaflia, Mingrelia, &c. witl{'
choice remarks and obfervations on the divers reli-
gions, laws, cuftoms, and forms of: government,
whiéh he found among fo many people of different
nations ; as alfo feveral ftrange and pleafant adven.
tures that happened to him on the roads, and in ci-
ties; the efcapes he made from robbers, and his
intrigues with the Perfian and Indian ladies; all
which our Spy profefles he took great delight to read.
In a word, according to the charater which he gives
of this journal, we may believe that it contains ma-
ny ufeful and pleafant memoirs, in hiftory, philofo-
phy, morality, and the politics.

As for the journal of Ifouf, his coufin, we may
conclude, from feveral letters in our Spy, that it de-
ferves much the famc charatter, onlg with this ad-
vantage, that befides his travels through all, or moft
of the forementioned countries in the Eaft, he adds
an account of his journeys through the South, having
vifited the chiefeft regions of Afric; and Mahmut
appears particularly pieafed with this laft part of his
journal, as containing narratives of countries to
which he was wholly then a ftranger. In a word,
upon the reading of this journal, he conceived fo
great an affeCtion for hus coufin Ifouf, the author of
it, that he recommends him to his hrother relfteli
Hali, and to onc ot the hafls, as a man dcierving
the Suitan’s favour, and {eme preferments fuitavle
to his ahilities, which may be a tufhoent gr.und for
us to believe, that this jour-al was uot ftuflc @ with
- vain romantic fables ana ewpty *rifles, our that it
had fomethmg in it extraordinary aud thuftrious.

b2



. xxviii GENERAL PREFACE.

L If therefore the publifher of thefe volumes; who
as been at great expence and pains in endeavouring
togretrieve the {aid journals, fhould ever be fo happy
as to fucceed in his attempt, he promifes himfelf that
the publication of the faid journals will be a work
both ufeful and acceptable to the world.
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INTERPRETATION

OF SOME
TURKISH AND ARABIC WORDS

Which may feem Obfcure and Unintelligible cither in thefe Let-
ters or in their Titles.

Asrar,a place of prifons; purgatory, or amid-récep-
tacle of fouls between paradife and hell, according
to the dokrine of the Turks. |

Avrrvan, the name of Qod.

Bassa, a title of honour given to governors of provin-
ces, and privy, counfellors of the Grand Signior.

Berser AGa, the Grand Signior’s barber.

Bey, alord.

BegrErBEG, lord of lords. A title equivalent to our
dukes and princes.

Bostanay, a gardener.

CADILESQUER, a lord chief-juftice.

Cspr1, a judge, or juftice of the peace.

CavrrH, a prince, or high prieft.

CHaN, a duke.

CHEIR, a lawyer.

CHERIFF, a prince.

Cu1avx, a bailiff, or ferjeant.

Corsax, a Mahometan facnfice of fheep, which being
killed and cut in pieces, are diftributed to the poor.

Dervisy, a religious man,

Dty, a governor.

Divan, the Graud Signior’s privy-council ; alfo & raife
ground wm a hall, or any othér 100m of a houfe.

DunaLma, a feftival, or rojal holiday.

Emig, .El lord.
b3
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ZFE sTA, the fentence which the mufti gives in the “deter-
mination of any caufe brought befere him.

Harna, the treafury.

Haropa, the royal chamber.

Hasnapar Bassi, chief treafurer to the Grand Signior.

Hobacia, a do&or of laws.

Hovsacr, a confetioner.

Imaum, a minifter, or clerk of a church,

Janisar Aca, general of the janizaries.

Kaimacuaw, a depaty-lieutenant, or governor of a city.
The Grand Vifier’s Vicegerent. By way of excel-
lency, it is appropriated to him who governs Con-
ftantinople in the Grand Vifier’s abfence.

Kiava Bey, lord-lieutenant of the janizaries.

Manpariy, a governor of a province, or a lord.

MinaRET, a turret, or fteeple of a mofque.

Mirzan, a general,

Movrran, a doétor or preacher.

MurcerMAN, a carrier or muleteer,

MussuLman, or MoseLMAN, a true belieyer, one refign-
cd to God. 'This title the Mahometans arrogate to
them{clves, as the only elect of God, in their own
conccits.

Nazos, a lord.

OmraH, a colonel, or lord.

Rris Errrwo, a fecretary of flate.

SaNTONE,, a holy man.

SiLictar Aca, the iword-bearer to the fultan.
Siracquicr, a goneral of an army.

Sovack and Saick, fodtmen.

%uiTan, « king or emperor.

TErTrrpER, lord-treafurer.

Visigr Azem, the firt mmfter of flate,
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TO THE READER.

I aere offer you a book written by a T'urk, whofe
matter is as inftructife and delightful as the manner
of finding it was ftrange and furprifing. I do not
doubt but you would know where it was written,
and perhaps whether the author be living, and whe-
ther you muft expe& a romance or a real hiftory.
Hear then in fhort what gill fully [atisfy you.

The curiofity of fecing Paris made a man of fet-
ters leave Italy in the ycar 1682, where being ar-
rived, he found fuch diverfions as caufed his ftay
longer than he intended.

Scarcc had he been two months in Paris, when,
by changing his lodging, Le difcovered, by mere
chance, in a corner ot his chamber, a great heap of
papers, which feemed more fpoiled by duft than
time.

He was at firft furprifed to fce nothing but bar-
barous characters, and was upon the point of Jeav-
ing them without any farther fearch, if a Latin fen-
tence, which he perceived on the top of a leaf, had
not detained him :

Ubi amatur, non laboratur; et fi
J aboratur, labor amatar.

b4
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The furprife of /the Italian was yet greater, when
dfter having confidered thefe oharadbers with more
atgention, -he found them to be ‘Arabic, which lan-
guage was not altogether unknown to him, ‘which
made him look more harrowly into them, where he
found that they treated of affairs of ftate; that they
contained relations of ‘war and peace 3 and difcourfed
not only of the affairs of France, but of thofe of all
Chriftendom, till the year 1682.

The curious Italign was in no fmall i unpattence 'to
know how and where thefe memorials had been-writ-
ten, and by what adventure they came to lie fo ne-
gle@ed in a corner of his chamber; but before he
further informed himfelf, he thought it expedient to
tranfport thefe manufcripts into ancthet hotife; as a
place of greater fecurity. #

He afterwards queftioned his landlord, with great
precaution, concerning the papers, and he informed
hinx even to the leaft circumflances. :

He told him, that a ftranger, who faid he was a
native of Moldavia, habited like an ecclefiattic, great-
ly ftudious, of {mall ftature, of a very coarfe counte-
nance, but of furprifing goodnefs of-life, had lived
long at his houfe; that he carhe to lodge there in the
year 1664, and had ftaid eighteen years with him;
that being gone abroad one day, he returned no more,
and they had no certain news of him fince : He was
about feventy years old, had left fome manufcripts
which nbbody underftood, and fome moneys, which
was an argument that his’ departure was not preme-
ditated.

He added, that he had always a lamp, day and
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night; burning in his chamber ; had but few thove--
ables, only fomé booksy:a fmall teme-of. St:-Auftin},
Tacitus, and the Alcoran, with the picture of Maf«
faniello, whom he praifed very much, calling him
the Mofes of Naples. He faid farther, that this
franger’s greateft friend, and whom he faw often,
was a man which moft people fook for a faint, fome
for a Jew, and others {ufpe&ted to be a Turk: Ac-
cording to the landlord’s report, he camé to Paris in
the year 1637,nhemg then but 28 years of age; at
firlt, he had lodged *with a Fleming ; he weht of<
ten to courtj moneys never failed him; he had
friends, and pafled for very learned. As for his end,
this man thinks he died miferably, it bemg fnfpe&-
ed _that he had been thrown inte the river.

The Italian, ‘being fufficiently inftrued by what.
he had heard, applied himfelf to the ftudy of the
Arabian language, and as he had already fome know-
ledge in it, he quickly learned enough to tranflate’
thefe manufcripts, which he undertook a whilé- af-
ter ; and he examined with care ‘the truth of what
the Moldavian had written, confroutmg the events
he met with the, hiftories of thofe times ; and to fuc.
ceed the better, fearched the moft approved memo-
rials, having had accefs into the cabinets of pnnces
and their minifters.

Thefe letters contain the moft: confiderable intrigues
of the court of France, and the moft remarkable
tranfations of Chriftendom, which have been fent"
to feveral officers of the Ottoman court.

By thefe may be known the perfpicacity of this
agent of the Turks, and by him the prudence of

b
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thofe that comtmand in that nation, who chofe (the
bbtter to penfetrate into the affairs of Chriftians). a
mzan who céuld not be fufpeted by his exterior, who
was deformed, but prudent and advifed, and, for the
better concealing him, deftined his ordinary abode
in one of the greateﬂ: and moft peopled cities of Eu-
rope.

During his being at Paris, whlch was forty-five
years, he has been eye-witnefs of many great changes,
has feen ‘the death of two great minifters of ftate,
has feen that kingdom involved'in war, without and
within, He was fcarce fettled in Paris, but he was
witaefs to the birth of a king, who furpaffed thofe
that preceded him, in 2 time when the queen’s bar-
rennels caufed the king her hufband to defpair of
ever having a fon that fhould fucceed him.

During the courfe of fo many years, he hath feen
cities revolt, and return again to the obedience of
‘their fovereign, princes of the blood make war a-
gainft their king, and Queen Mary de Medicis, wife,
mother, and mqgher-in-law to fome of the greatef®
kings in Europe, die in exile in Cologne.
> He fpeaks frankly of the princes of Chriftendom,
and explains his {entiments with liberty : He faith,
the Emperor commands'princes, the Kingof Spain
men, and the King of France fees men, and even
kings obey his orders ; he adds, that the firft com-
mands and prays, the fecond fees oft times more ef-
feted than he commanded, and that the third com-
mands many brave foldiers, and is well nigh obeyed
by crowned heads. There appears no heat or, ani-
mofity in him, in what he writes again® the pope.
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In difcourfing of the Emperor and-King ‘of Spain,
he fays, that both of them having proviuces of futh
vaft extent, they are not much concemed at the hﬁ'es
thby {uftain,

He belicved that England was more pow«ful than
the empire and Spain at fea; he apprehended more
the counfels of the republic’of Venice than their
srms} he magnifies what pafled in the wars of Can-
dy, which the Venetians fupported with fo much
bravery againft the forces of the Ottoman empire :
The Genoefe with® him are perfe& chemifts ; he
fpeaks of the laft plague, and laft war that this com-
‘monwealth had been affliCted with ; he touches
fomething of the late confpiracy againft the ftate by
Raggi and Torne ; and to fhow that he underftoed
their hiltory, he fay‘s fomewhat of Vachero and
Balbi. y

Thou wilt fee, reader, by the progrefs of the work,
what this fecret envoy of the Ottoman Porte thought
of the other princes of Italy,.and thofe of the North 3
and I have drawn his pi€ture, becgufe thou mayeft
undcrftand better what I give thee of him.

‘This Arabiap (for he declares himfelf in his writ-
ings to have been of that mation) having been taken
and made a flave by the Chaiftians, was brought into
Sicily, where he applied himfelf to learning ; he ftu-
died logic in his captivity, and applied himfelf much
to hiftory ; he overcame them by fuffering with pa-
tience the blows of his mafter, who often sbeat him'
for endeavouring to acquire thofe lights which this
brute had not; and finally, after much labour, gréat
affiduity, and long watchings, he came, as he writes

. b6
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hinfelf, to underftand Greek and Latin authorsq he
had commerce afterwards with the beft mafters, and
duﬂug his fo]oummg in the French court, he joined
experience to the knowledge he had acquired. .
© He explains himfelf neatly, and fpeaks of thinge
with. great franknefs: His ftyle fhows a great Liberty
of fpirit, and never pdilion ; and if it appear that he
accommodates himfelf to the fathion of the court,
one may fee that it is not cut of defign to pleafe,
but that he wifely conforms hxmfelf fometimes to'the
genius of nations,
Thou wilt find in his letters wit and learmng If
fometimes he appears tart, it is to-thow his vivacity}
pot difoblige; and he appears all over fully infirn&-
edin ancient and modern hiftory : He is wvery re.
ferved when he blames, and feems perfuaded when
he praifes : When he fpeaks to the great men of the
Porte, his ftyle is very grave, and he changes when
he writes to meaner perfons: He never tells news
<that he is not affured of, nor thinks of divining things
that feem obfcure to him. - '

- He gives rare leflons when he writes of the revo-
lutions of Catalonia, the kingdoms of Naples, Por-
tugal, and England, which happened. in our .days,
with ftrange circumitances, terrible murders, and the
death of a potent king, martyred by his awn fubjects
upon a fcaffold before his own door.

. He weighs much the Duke of Guife’s hardy refos
jutign. of going to Naples to fuccour the revolted
Yhere 3 and he reafons not as a barbarian, but like an
alfie ftatefman and wife philofopher, on the rife and
ruin of ftates; he always difcourfes with lLiberty,
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and what he fays is filled with folid and agrecable
thoughts : He dpeaks fometimes of the cruclty and
tyranny of the Turks, of the violenge of the minie
fters of the Porte, and upon the precipitated death
which many of the Sultans, Baflas, and Vifiers are
forced to fuffer; but this language is only to his
friends and confidents. g

However, though thefc letters be neither  Greek
nor Latin, nor written by a Chriftian, they contain
nothing of barbarous ; and though the ignorant be in
great numbers amon}ft the Turks, there ate yet men
of great underftanding that write the annpals of the
Ottoman empire, though they are not eafily come by 3
for their books not being printed, they fcarce ever
reach us. We may notwithftanding believe, that a«
mongft this nation, that we term barbarous, therg are
great and wife captains, good men, and learned au-
thors ; as we have amongft us generals without cona
du&, hypocritical votaries, and ignorant fellows that
pretend to be maiters.

To juftify what I affirm of the Turks, let us but
confider their vi¢tories, which have gained them fo
many kingdoms, their power at fea,-their exa&inefs
to punifh crimes, and to:reward merit. As for
printing, they would never endure it amongft them :
A .Grand Vifier's judgment of it was remarkable,
which fhows rathertheir prudence than any effect of
their ignorance. A famous printer-of Holland, by
religion a-Jew, came to.Conftantinople, «bringing
preffes with him, with. charatters of all forts of
idioms, particularly Arabic, Turkith, Greek, shd
Perfian letters, with defign to introduce. the ufe of
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printing into that great city ; as foon as the Vifier
wis informed of it, he caufed the Jew to be hang-
ed, and broke all his engines, and millions of eha-
raGers which he had brought, declaring it would be
a great cruelty, that one man fhould, to enrich him~
felf, take the bread out of the mouths of eleven thou.
fand fcribes, who gained their livings at Conftan-
tinoplc by their pens. -
Perufe, gentle reader, what I offer, without fear
of tiring thyiclf, or .being deceived. As Chriftian
authors think of nothing ordinarily, but of writing
panegyrics in hopes of reward, we have reafon to be-
lieve not to find all the truth in their works ; intereft
and paflion do often make good princes pafs for ty-
rants, and unjuft and cruel princes are fometimes
transferred to pofterity for models of juftice and cle-
mency. This occafions hiftories, which iffue from
fo corrupt a fource, to ferve like a pitched field for
modern writers, where the ‘one and the other com-
bdt for the defiruion of truth, the one falfcly re-
-portihg what they have heard, and the other by as
badly reprefenting the things they feemr to witnefs.
Moft princes will have their altars, and then it is no
wonder if there are priefts found to facrifice to falfe-
hood, and idolaters to defice the ftatue of truth.
"There is no general that will not always feem con-
queror, and princes never confefs their loffes, which
occafions a confufion, and the alions of men do
thereby become doubtful.

"How many times have we ‘feen both the vitors
and vanquifhed make bonfires for their fucceffes ?
Aud, in our days-we have known the French rejoice,
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and* the Spaniards and Germans fing their Te Deum,
for the fame thing, .

As we are, perhaps, now lefs }uft than in ages
paft, it is difficult to write things as they are, parti-
cularly during ‘the lives of princes, whofe hiftory
cannot be written _ without fear, nor the truth faid
without danger. For thefe reafons, we ought not to
queftion the credit of our Arabian, who reports with
liberty what came to his knowledge ; befides, he be-
ing an univerfal enemy to Chriftianity, and a con-
cealed one, neither dlfobh;,ed or gained by any, and
religioufly true to his prince, whom he adores as a
divinity, it cannot be imagined that he fays any thing
for fear or favour.

As thefe relations'bave been read with attention,
and (hhgcntly exammcd, we may be aflured of an
exa&t hiftory, a“boundmg in confiderable events ; 3 and
this hiftory being feparated into letters, as the au-
thor wrote them, the reader may read them without

“repining : If he will not acknowledge the tranfla-
tor’s pains, let him at leaft receive the labours of a
dead man with civility, one that never dreamt his
memorials would be printed, and that ferved his ma-
fter faithfully. W

Thefe fentiments made bim exactly follow that fen-
tence of St. Auftin, found in the front of his works :

‘Where love is, there is no hbour, and if there be labour, the,
Iabour is loved.

L]

The tranflator hath thought fit to retrench fome
cercmonies and proud titles of the eaftern peoples
what is reprefented here, is ip. a familiar ftyle, fuch
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as the ancient Latins ufed in their writings to their
confuls, dx&ators, and emperors themfelves ; and, if
the tranflation be not eleg.mt as the Arabic, do not
accufc the author, feeing it is not poflible to reach
the force and beauty of the original.

Have, moreover, fome refpe& for the memory of
this Mahometan ; for, ‘living unknown, he was fafe
from the infults of the great ones, fo that he might
write truth without danger, which ordinarily is dif-
guifed by fear or avaricé, having ftill reported the
tranfations of Chriftians with'nd lefs truth than elo-
quence.

If what I have faid cannot fatisfy the curious, ex-
peétthe reft of thefe letters, which will be found
full of § * great aflions, profitable inftrutions, and good
morals. Thank God, however, who raifes men that
employ themfelves in vanquithing ighorance and idle-
nefs. And in rendering jufticé to Mahmut, a paf-
fionate flave for the intereft of his mafter and the
truth, have fome goodnefs.for the tranflator, who,
being born free, acknowledges no maﬁcr but God,
his king, and his reafon.
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A SPY AT PARIS

sty

.

L]
BOOK I.

L‘ETTER L—Maumvr the Arabian, and Vileft of the
Grand Signior’s Slaves, to Hasnaparsassy, Chief
Treafurer to bis Highnfs at Conflantinple.

I wavs o length finifhed my journey, after one hundred
and forty days march, arriving at Parie the 4th of this
prefent moon, according to the Chriftians ftyle. Imade
no fay in Husgary, yeu fojourned one-and.forty days at”
Vienna, where I obferved all the motions of that court,
according as I was ordered ; of which I fhall not now.
fpeak, having givea a full account to the ever invincible
Vifier Azem, Being but newly arrived, I'fearce know |
any bedy, and am as little kiown myfelf. I have fuffer-
¢d my hair to grow 2 kittlé below my ears ; mdastomy
lodging, it is in the houfe of an old Fleming, where
my room is fo fmall; that jealoufy itfelf can fearce enter)
And beeaufe I witt have no enemy near me, I will there.
fore-admit of no fervant. .

Being of low flature, of an ill-favoured countenance,
ilt fhaped, and by nateré not given to talkativenefs, &
fhall thbetter conceal myfelf. Infiead of my name,
MahmeWthe Arabian, I have taken on me that of Titus

VII:'I» 4
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the Moldavian ; and with a little caffock of black ferge,
which is the habit I have chofen, I make two figures,
being in hca&‘what T ought to be, but outwardly, and
.in appearance, ‘irhat I ncver intend.

Carcoa at Vien\a furnifhes me with bread and water,
fupplying me with Nt enough to live, and I defire no
more. The eggs here are dearer than pullets with you,
It is to him that I will addrefs my lettcrs.

Eliachim the Jew came to fee me, who feems to be
fufficiently mfonned of what paffes in the world, and
will be an ufeful man to me: Yes I will never truft him
more than I need. Although I have a difpenfation from
the Mufti for lying, and falfe oaths which I fhall be
obliged to make, yet 1 have ftill fome qualms on my
mind. However, our fovereign muft be ferved, and I
can commit no fin as long as this is my fole end. As
for the intelligence which I fhall fend, none fhall. come
from me but what is true, unlefs I be firlt deceived my-
flf.

It will be hard for me to mention any thing confider-
able of a city which is not to be viewed in one day, I
having been there but feven. It is peopled like the bor-
ders of the fea with fand, the inhabitants lodging to the
sery cock-lofts, and houfes are built on the bridges.

This great city is divided by a river, and both parts
of it are joined by a great bridge of ftone, well built
and very fRately. In the midf of it is feen an horfe of
brafs, with the ftatue of Henry IV. which beftrides it ;
whofe heroic aions have juftly furnamed him The
Great ; and he feems fLill to command this capital of the
kingdom. ‘The other bridges, being full of houfes, are
pot feen ; appearing as if they had been made for the
city, not the river.

The king’s palace is an ancient building, yetesetains a
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cersain majefty, which denotes the grandeur of its mafter:
within it appears a defart, for the court is plways abrodd,
or in the army. J

A churchman, termed at Rome 2-Carflinal, is the prin.
cipal minifter of ftate; his nnmt:ﬁrmand du Pleffis,
Cardinal of Richlieu. He is eftedfhed a great politician,
a man of wit and aétion, and e\'r'ery way fitted for the
place he holds.

All the people make vows to heaven, that their king
may become a father; for the quicen bas been ban®n
thefe many years. o

I go into the churches as a Chriftian ;' and when I,
feem attentive to their myfteries, I hold our facred Alco-
ran in my hands, addreffing my prayers to our holy Pro.
phet ; and thus behaving myfelf, I give no offence. I
avoid difputes, mind my own concerns, and do nothing
which may endanger my falvation.

Preferve thy health, and expe&t to hear from me as
oft as the intereft of our great and mighty monarch Ye-
quires, who is the mafter of my life and affeGions.

I make thee no prefent of my fervices, for they be'de-
voted to that lord whofe {lave thou art, as well as’I.
The letters I write for the future, fhall be dnreﬁcd to
the minifters of the Divan.

Live with the piety of a good Muffulman,’ add the
prudence of an able minifter,” and \pPreferve the treafure
as thine own heart, which (thou kbowett) is the laft ex-
piring.

Paris, 11th of the gth Maon, of the Yar 1637,
according to the Chriftian ftyle.
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t 11.—TZ0 the fame Hasnaparpassy.

I 3140 too go&d an opinion of myfelf, and did not fuf-
ficiently conﬁder'x“M' whom I wrote, when I attempted,
dn fo little a time, & give thee an account of the court
of France, and how #his king lives. An old Arabian
was wont to fay, ¢ To have a perfe® knowledge of
things, we muft know them more than once, and forget
them thrice, to the end that learning them a fourth time
they may become perfe@ly our own.” This will inftru&
me how to write to my friends hereuftet 5 not as I under-
ftand affairs, but as they ought to be underflood ; for,
once well done, is better than twice ill done.

I think I may fay, the Spaniards want ground them.-
felves, by taking an handful from others. Two-and-
twenty of their galleys, with fome other fmall veffels,
Lave taken two fmall iffands, named 8t. Margaret’s and
St. Honorat’s, which lie over againft Provenge, and are
barren and umprofitable places, and will ferve to little
purpofe unlefs for ports; and it is alfo a queftion, how
long they will hold them,

The war betwixt thefe two mnations is 1i*# to conti-
pue, efpecially from the death of the two Italian princes,
Vi@or Amade, Duke of Savoy, and Charles Gonzague,
Duke of Mantua.

1 believe it an effe@ of Providence, that thefe two na-
tions. know not their own intereft, or knowing it, negle@
it. Heaven is more kind to us; for, as our empire
tran{cends all others in ftrength aad greatnefs, fo it does
in unity and concord; by which mems, it is in our
power to make war, or live in peace. The Chriftians
néver confider the advantage they lofe, and the good
they may acquire, by attacking of us, whom thyy yet
hate, and treat as Barbarians. -
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The Arclibifhop of Bourdeaux is at prefent general of
the Fiench naval forces ; who, though a,prieﬁ, is fet
permitted to turn tarpaulin and foldier. . “for my part, I
underftand not how a prelate of his rark Tan forfake his
flock, his altar, and his funétien, if v,ﬁ‘hat the Chriftians
fay be true : but that is nothing tc,ﬁxl 3 and the King of
France being fo enlightencd a Prince, and employing
him as he does, he muft needs be a good feaman and
{oldier.

To fay no more in this matter ; ¢ for princes, of what
seligion foever they ba, are always Yacred, and not to be
approached but with refpe@, fecing their doings lic above
the reach of a common capacity.”

I would fain hear of the Grand Signior’s health ; for
when he is well, all the world is fo to me, and without
him I am nothing. I will net write fo fooa te the Grand
Vifier, being defirous to write what paﬁes here with more
exauels.

I am in this place like a man lof in confuﬁon ; for
this town {eems rather a province than a city. Allis
hurry and noife, every body brufhing about after ation.
The men, for the moft part, are for martial exploits, ci-
ther at fea or land ; and as to the women, they are not
idle, employing themfclves, as becomes them, either in
the fhops or kitchens ; yet they take more care to fhow
themfelves, than ours do to hide themfelves. Do thou
be careful of thy health, for I fhall never be miferable,
having thee to my friend.

Paris, 25th of the 10th Moaon, of the Year 1637.

II1.—75 Darnisu Menemer, Baffa.

I aA{bcen at a ceramony which I am willing to fee
often, € give am aocount of it in‘my letters, It is the

43
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Te Deum, which Chriftian pnnces caufe to be fung in
théir churches on the gaining any confiderable advan.
tage over theiffenemics ; which Te Deum is an anthem
conspofed by twiofetheir faints, to wit, Ambrofe and
Auftin.  When thy French beat the Spaniards they ﬁng
-the Te Deum ; and When thefe vanquifh their enemies
they do the fame. ‘Thefe two nations do the duty of the
Muffulmans, in deftroying one another ; and, when this
is done, they give God thanks for the evil they have
committed. Whence we may judge of the wifdom and
pisty of the Mahometans, amongfiowhom there is feldom
feen an open war; and if it fhould happcn it is generally
condemned. N

The rejoicing of the French proceeds hence : The Spa-~
- niards had befieged Leucate, a fmall peninfula in Langue-
doc, which is but fourleagues round, with two ports, where
a few galleys and fouy {mall veffels may anchor in fafety.
The place was attacked by the Spaniards with much heat,
but was afterwards given over with as great lofs ; the af-
failants being obliged to make a retreat, not unlke a
fhameful flight, quitted their baggage, their arms, and
all their provifion.

Count Serbellon offered at firft to Barris, who com-
manded the place, a great fum of money, which was to
be attended with a conftant penfion ; which refiifed, thcy
were ncceﬂitatcd to betake themfelves to force; by which,
in fhort, the Spamarde were entxrely defeated. Serbellon
withdrew tngrds‘Perpxgnan, with the Duke of Car-
donp’s fon, who was yiceroy of Catalonia. He loft all
}ua.tepu, hns plate, Qnd the money dcﬁgnéd for payment
of, the army : and, T will fay yet more, that he has loft
#he reputation of a.good captam and valiant foldier, un-
til he can recover an Pponunnty to fight and
This viory mult Have been of confequence;



Book I. A SPY AT PARIS. 7

glorious, fecing the king affifted in perfon, together with
the queen, two cardinals, the council of ftate, and that
of the finances, and that which they calkhere the Courts
Sovereign, which are a company of men éhofcn to )uage
others, DBefides thefe,  there, was an innumerable conco.xrfe
of people, who te{hﬁed their j JOY fopthe advantage gamed
by their king, notwithftanding it be at the coft of their
brethren of the fame religion.
Live happily, and conferve thy honour as thy life.

Paiis, 25th of the 1oth Moon, of the Year 1637.
L ]
[ ]

S —— =ecooescasoupl
{
IV.—T% 1sovr, his Kinfman.

I TeLL thee I live, and am well. I have received no
news from thee ; perhaps thou thoughteft me dead. I
falute thee firft with my letters, though thou oughteft
to have begun. If thou art athamed of my kindred, ac-
cufe thy parents, by whom thou art become of the fame
family ; but be not ungrateful to them, nor forgetful of the
good thou haft received from me. Thou fhalt now know
where I am, and ought to ftay, and mayeft anfwer me if
thou wilt. Believe in the mean time the counfel I gwe
thee, although thou doft not demand it. Be devout in
thy religion without hypocrify, and remember there i> no
more Gods but One ; as alfo, that the favourite and ferx
of Gud is Mahomet his Prophet. After that, love thy
maftcr, without ddfiring any thing more than the execu-
tion of his pleafure. Lmbrace thy father as from me,
and give thy mother a kifs, faluting her as my fifter and
friend, which is the moft endearing title that antiquity
could inyent for perfons who had the fame fentiments of
ﬁz Live happily, and confervé thy chaftity. "
25th of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1637
24
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V.—T0o the Aca of the Fanizaries.

I SHALL give ;mg:e fome pleafure in telling thee, that
the Chriftians 10k eafier than they acquire. It feems,
the Maiquis Ambrefe Spinola, whom all the world took
for a great captain, s loft much of his reputation ; fces
ing that a place is loft ih elcven weeks which he had fore
merly befieged cleven months, and where he had expend.
¢d eleven millions. If thefe circomftances are true, they
are very extraordinary. Howcver, he fhall coutinue a

Teat captain in my opinion; and & is ordinary .nough
to fee that loft in a little time, by the cowardic: f o.g,
which Las not been acquited in a great “hi'e 0, the va-
lour of a whole army.

The Prince of Orange huth taken Breda 2 place of
great importance, which had been furrendere? twilve
years and three mont! - tinc. to the faid spmola, who
commanded the army of opain. Thus conqueft is great;
¥or it was the genetal opininn the plice zunld not be 1a-
ken but by famine ; yet hath it oeen co..raiaed to yicld
by the continpal fire and valour of the beficgers.

Had not the Hollanders become mafters of this place,
they had been, as it were, blocked up on the fide of
Brabant, and had the enemy always at their gates;
whereas now they are more at large.  We ought to re-
joice rather at their acquifitions than thofe of the Spa.
niards, with whom we never had peace.

This'place is fortified with much regularity. It hath
fifteen baftions, befides fome little forts an the moat fide.
"There are five horn-works without. The place is confi-
derable for its greatnefs, It contains §002 houfcs, with
gregt gardans ; and there are three principal gates.

I mention thefe particulars, becanfe thou art a of
war. Receive my letter kindly ; believe me thy fifend,

n L |
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and do not doubt of my fidelity. If thou wilt add te
thy valour by new merit, which will heighten the cofi.
deration men have far thee, I will teach thee a fecret,
which will not be very expenfive, but vEry delightful.
Read at times the hiftaries of others, and pasticularly
thafe of the greateft and moft fgrtunate princes, and
their captains, Imitate rather the'wife, than thofe who
have only fignalized themfelves by their valour. To cog-
clude, be crnverfant in hiflories, but choofe always the
beft, Tr n fuch as cannot be fulpeéted for lies. Thou
canft nov fail of good bovks both Greek and Arabic,
which are tranflated ioto the Turkifh and Perfian tongues,
Thou w1 learn to be wife by the folly .f others, ‘and
v it bemc .o yer more prudent, by obferving the fage
codutt of fuch wio performed great adtions : Above all
thras, we + negle@ to make ferious refle@ions upon the
- v ¢ s It huppens fometimes, that paffages are
“w s Lot that fe moof no .« onfequence, which may

"¢ ot ufe iu ueportant occafinns, for the clearing of
¢t e auc, for example, learn this fram a great
.dary Heury 1V. who conquered his kingdom by the
dmat of s ford,

I will fu ik with o worthy faying of Marquis Spine-
la’s, which, I think, isto the purpofe : he faith, ¢ That
a captain’s (word muft be tied to hus heart, his heart fix-
ed to his bead, and conducted by his judgment ;” which
ought particularly to be formed by the reading of hife
tories. Love me as much as I efleem thee, and thow
wilt never love me eqough.

Paris, 25th of the 10th Moon,of the year 3637,

45



b {-] LETTERE WRITTEN BY *Voivl.

YI.—TO Mseusust, Page-Eunuch 1o the Sullan-.ﬂl;éi'b:c;-.

Tnou haft fpept fourteen years in the Seraglio, and, to
thy unhappinefs, always been in the fervice of women ;
ferve now a man, who is certainly fomewhat more than a
woman. Thou knoweft, the confidence we have in each
other is arrived to that degree, as to difcover our fail-
ings to each other, and to fuffer them. Sceing I am at
"prefent far off, and by confequence the more expofed to
critics and ill offices, do not forget the interefts of thy
friend ; watch day 4nd night fog the advantage of my
fife. Obferve, fearch, and endeavour to penetrate what
prople difcourfe of me, and what is faid concerning me
.at court, Our great emperor fent me hither to obferve
what paffes here, and render him an account. I know I
am where I ought to pra&ife what I am commanded to
do, but I do not yet know whether I Thall return to the
place where I would willingly end my days. Mot things
are done on that fide, but they are not all equally per-
formed, I have therefore more juft reafon to apprehend,
that all men do” know that I fhall acquit myfelf with fi-

* delity of the orders I have received. Confider how far
hfs unhapp?nefl doth extend, who ferves another who is
mafter df fo many millions of fabjeGts. -

T will inform thee of two things, whereof thou fhalt
2tell the firft to the Baffa of the Sea, and the other to the
TMuftf’s vicar.” We ure told, that the King of England

"Rith 'fet fortha veffel upon the Britifk ocean, of fuch pro-
digious greatnefs, that it excteds all others, as well in
force as vaftoefs. It.is armed with 120 biafs guns, it
draws, unngged, feventeen feet of water, and its bulk is
- g100 tons, It is reported, that it coft two millions of-
- piafters, and, as if it were the king of all otherGhips, it
“is called The Bovereign. Tie fécond news is, a flodigy

3
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dzat,happened in Upper Saxony, which finds but a l]xt;!e
credit with the wife, but is eafily believed by the worgen
and.the common peaple. v

, They {ay, that at Drefden one of thg Duke of Sax-
ony’l courticrs having-cut 4 piece of boiled beef, there
iflued fo much blood out of. it, that the eletor’s table
was wholly covered with it, which extremely troubled this
prince, looking upon th¢ adwenture as a prefage. of fa-
mine and war. Let me hear often from thee, and of oyt
friends ; but, make no confideuce to any of that which
is betwixt us, Thou fhalt learn fram me fecrets of great
importance, provided thou be faithful and difcreet, ;God
grant thee in an inftanty the good which I fhall with to
acquire in my whole life, '

Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1637.

=

VII -uTo the Iuvmczbk Vifier Azen.

Sumc thou haﬁ acqmred thc koowledge of things pre~
" fent, by thy prudence and rare underfanding, and haft
defired me to inform thee of thofe things which fhall
happeg in the places whither thou haft feat me; I will’
endeavour to penctratg into affairs the moft fecret, to the

¢nd that nothingin this world may be. hid: from thee.
At prefent, there are but few aions i Chnﬁendmn
which-deferve 20 be reported ;.qnd thou art fufficiently
inltru€ted in the affairs of France, and touching the per.
fon of her king. T expe& to inform thee of events, which
at the: fame time may divert thee, and inftru&t thee,
This prince is called Heary the Juft; he canndt be call.
ed the Happy, for having as yet no fon to fucceed him,
there ;yill be always occafions of trouble in his kingdom ;
there any hopes that the queen may prove with

a6
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child, by veafon of her long barrennefs. If the king
will refolve to 'be divorced from her, and take another, it
cannot be effeted without Rome; and Rome, the Mufti,
and all their priefts, will, according to their ufual man-
ner, raife fo many difficulties, and be fo long before they
determine, that it will be a hard matter to extort from
them ‘that confent, which the laws of the Chriftians ren-
der riecéffary for the diffolving a firlt marriage. Certain-
fy this ﬂavery, which doth thus fubje& the Chriftian
princes, is’hard ; but it ie a point of their law, which
being of no importanée to thee, I, will trouble thee no
more with it. This defe& of a fucceffor in the King of
¥rance, is of great advantage to the Spaniards ; and one
would think heaven had created this nation to be enemies
to the French, It feems moreover, therc is a fecret vio-
lence which entertains an antipathy betwixt the two na-
tions ; which enforces a belief, ¢ that there can never be
a folid peace betwixt them.”

Thou haft already underftood from thofe I writ to, and
who dare hide nothing from thee, what hath happened
bere during the mall time of my fojourning in thefe quar-
ters. I will not repeat little things: the greatnefs of thy
genius, and the eminency of thy employment, have put
thee far gbove every thing that is not extraordinary, that
we ought to inform thee of nothing  but tran{cending
évents,

* 1 will not entertain thee with the taking of the old
towu of Sully, nor of the diforders in the new. “Thou wilt
have leurned more fwiftly from the coafts of Africa, ad-
vices of the hoftile a&ts which the Englith have commit-
ted with their fhips of war againft that city,” which the
King of Morocco proteéts.

- *Phe arrempt was great, and is difcourfed of h

hardy enterprife. 'The vaftnefsof thy underftandi

eafily judge of thexonfequence.



Book 1. " A9PY AT PARIS/ r$

They fay here, that the King of Frasce has written to
Rome, that he will willingly refolve te mrke a long cef-
fation of arms with his enemies. If that happens, this
scpefe will ferwe but to increafe the forces of both fitles,
which may hereafter render the war more ¢ cruel.” In the
mean time, it is thought they defign a general peace ;
but time will difcover to the politicians what we cannet
at prefent divine,

This court is great and magnificent ; it lays not long
in a place, and is very feldom at Paris; being in the camp
amongft the armies, gr for pleafure in the country.

The genius of the courtiers is different, but they have
an equal inclination for two things very oppofite, war
and love ; and apply themfelves to both with much con-
ftancy.

The religion which. they call Proteftant, and which has
been the occafion of fo much difturbance to the kingdom,
is now low, by the furrender of Rochelle, which was, as
thou knoweft, the principal bulwark of thofe of that
party.

It feems this king will imitate our xmghty and formida-
ble emperars, and will regulate his condué@ by thine, in
not fuffering within his ftate two religions which are op-
pofite.

"T'he kingdom is, notwiﬂ!R:mﬂmg, as yet full of trouble,
Cardinal Richlieu (who holds the helm of affairs in Franck,
as thou dire@eft that of the empirc of the world) feems;
as may be faid, in the midt of a tempeft, and hath real
fon enough to apprehend danger; for there are an infi-
nite number of people, who follow the ftandards of Lu-
ther and Calvin, who have no other thoughts®but of his
ruin,

ln the mean time, the power of France feems xmghty
great, and it is to be apprehended, it my in time ang-
fent dnfinitely.

+
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.'{T'hou knowett, invincible Vifier, what the ancient Qauh
did ip old time. They were called Gallo-grecians ; for
Baving".overrun Italy and facked Rome, they fettled in
the'middle of Afia, and could not be overcome but by
the Romans ; becaufe the heavens had ordained, that the
Ramans fhould fubjugate all nations. But now that thefe
Gauls are no more, and there are no more of thefe brave
Romans, we muft pray the infinite goodnefs of the Moft
‘High, that the power of thefe modern Gauls may be li-
mited. - If the French, however, would do what a Spa-
niard, who fled from the paffion of Philip II. counfelled
Henry IV. their king, which was,"to fet himfelf right
with Rome, to have a great power at fea, and a council
compofed of wife, fecret, and faithful men; by that
means, he might one day, perhaps, equal the ancient
Romans. I think, he that gave this advice was named
Antonio Perez. ¢ .
I obferve every thing with care, but. fhall obferve them
nearer for the future, It appears to me, that the genius
of this nation is to aggrandize itfelf, and extend its limits,
* 'The French have a common faying, that kings having
nothing above them that may limit them, God hath given
the empire of the carth to the firongeft. They add,
that Adam left no kingdoms to his children, but that
they made them for themfelves. They glory in certain
prophecies, which promife them the empire of the world.
In relating this, Itell what they fay, not what ought te
happen. They entertain here the fame hatred for us, as
others do, when our power is formidable ; but, wife men,
who have knowledge of our hiftory, fpeak with more
admiration of the Ottoman empjre, than of- that-of the
Romans ; and if thefe laft were reftored by the civil wars
which tore them in pieces, the other will incréafe and
waintain itfelf, by the great precautions ufed to himder
thiem, and by the union of their forces. RN
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. 'Thou knoweft more of the extent ofthat city of Pa-
ris, than I can tell thee. It appears to me great, and
full of people ; but Conﬁannnople is yet grcater Gnt
more populous. .

Thou wilt pardon me after all, if I mfke not a certain
judgment of a nation, which I do ot yet well compre-
hend. However, I will affure thee, the French are no
fools, and, I believe, never were. They do not love
govelty through levity, but for reafons of fate; and
when they are inconftant, it is not to do ill, but to ac-
quire good. They are happy and ‘unfortunate in wars,
like others; but whit is confiderable, they do not com.
bat their enemies becaufe they hate them, but in ‘obedi.
ence to their prince, which occafions the great difcipline
which is in their armies. And what feems worthy of re-
fleCtion is, that they love their king by inclination ; and
this love produces in them, that which our attachment to
the precepts of the law does in the heaits of the beft
Turks. I ufe this comparifon, which I learned from
thee, who art the wifeft man in the world, from whofe
mouth I have heard, as from an oracle, ¢ That it is not
much material whether fubjefs love their mafter by in-
clination or fear, provided they always faithfully fcrve
him, and are always humble.”

If ever it happen I am dilcovered, thou wilt. do mea
great hanour to let me know, if I ought to avow myfalf
an agent from the Sublime Porte ; or whether I aught to
die without confeffing any thing. 1

. I end with my head in the duft, without ever ceafing
.to fupplicate the Moft High, that he will fhower his cone
tinued happinefs upon thee and the empire, . )

" Paris, 14th of the rrth Moon, of the Year 1637,
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VIIL.—70 Muzru Rets Errenot, Principal Sccretary
of the Ditoman Empire.

.
T"s1s is the fecond letter thich T have written to thee.
My difpatches hitherto have not been filled with things
of great importance, by reafon I have not yet had time
to learn them. I with greatly to write what may pleafe
thee. Receive thercfore what I offer kindly, andbe per-
fuaded, that I fear thy cenfures, as much as if I did de-
ferve them,

I live here according to the inftrutiuns which were
given mc, and live cafy cnough. The country is good
and fat, the men good companions, are frank, and feem

difcreet.
I have not as yet any acquaintance with the women,

and yet it is neceflary I find means to introduce myfelf
into their companics. Itis a fex that will not perdon,
when they think themfelves negloéted. They are proper
to difcover things one would knowyand to fay them when
one would have them publithed ; and Lkewife, they as
much penctrate into the fecrets of hearts, ns the mott se.
fined and fpiritualeft coustiers : Further, there are many of
them that can conceal nothing, but what they donot know.

I frequent not the Monks, but when neceflitated. If
I fee them, it is to feem devout, upen defign of being
introduced by them into the houfe of a minifter of Rate,
when I teach his fon the Greek Janguage.

‘We muflt not expeét to fiud here the great tranquillity
which is at Cenftantinople. The town 1s fo full of.coach-
es, of horfes and waggons, that the noife farpaffes ima-
gination. Theu wilt certainly find it frange, that men
who are in health, and have no fore legs, fhould canfe
thentfelves-to be drawn in an engine with four wheels :
but I zpo;ei{q’qgsr, to fee ﬂ.:gfr. fame men cu‘x‘rcfolvc‘tq
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fuffer she inconveniency of the noife, and of the expence
which they throw away out ef vanity. The more mg- }
derate French, which do not approve of this luxury, fay,
that in the time of Henry 1II. there wgre but three
coaches in Paris, whereof two were the king’s: bot the
number is now fo great, that they are not to be counted.

I can tell thee no more of the gcnius of the French,
thou knoweft it perfe@ly. There is in all their aftions a
{pirit very delicate, and an aQivity like that of fire. °

It feems = if none but they knew the fhort durationt
of man’s life; they doy every thing With fo much haftej
as if they had but one day to live: ¥ they go on foot;
they ran ; if they ride, Yhey By ; and if they fpeak, theg
cat up half their words. They Tove new inventions paf:
fionately. I can fay nothing certein of thieir fidelity, thought
methirks we miglht fufpedt fuch, who do not read as they
wiite, nor write as they {peak. They love money, which
they look wpon as the firk matter, and fecond caufe of
all things : they well nigh edore it, and that is the origi-
nal fin of all nations.

Paris ought to be deftroyed, to enrich many citics in
Europe : whence thou mayelt comprehend her greatnefs,
her traffic, how rich theis, and how all forts of arts do
flourifh in’her, '

The French nobility is lways ready to get on horfe- .
back at their king’s commands: and they love war fo
well, that it is to be fuppofed, we fhould have enough
to do with them, i we were as near them as the Spa-
niards, and they did not want infamtry.-

I fhall hercafier obferve every circumfance with fo
much care, as well in this Xingdom as d&whcre, that ne:
thing fhall efcape me, In the mean time, I #hall endeg-
vour fo get acquaintance ; but thall want more momey
than is allotved me to anfwer whit is expefied from me.
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Two chequins a day, are more than enough to fupport a
man that will live like a cynic, but not fufficient to in-
troduce me into houfes, to dive into their fecrets, and
enable me to difcover the affairs of moft importance,
according to my commiffion ; fo that thou muft affift me
to obtain more.

I hope to fucceed in my employment, if thou doft
got refufe me thy affiftance, finding no difficulty in the
execution of my orders, but the neceflity of lying, when
I pafs for a Chriftian. I fancy I fee Mahomet in a rage,
and believe my foulsloft ; though I am from my heart
more faithful in my religion than all the Mahometans
put together. Seeing I am refolved to do a thing to
which I have fo much averfion, thou mayeft be affured,
I will bear all the evil imaginable that can happen to me
with firmaefs, though in all appearance I ought to hvpe
nothing but good.

Deliver, I befeech thee, “this. enclofed letter into thg
hands of the moft venerable Mufti, and extort from him,
if poffible, a folution of my doubts. There is nothing
that touches me nearer than what regards my religion,
and with my religion the fervice of my emperor.

Paris, z5th of the xxth Moon, of the Year 1637. -

i -~ .
IX.--T o the MurTy, Pmce q‘ the ng:m qﬁibe Turks.
I wiLy die a true Mnﬂ'ulman, :hough .I ﬂxuuld i:ee ajl
‘the croffes of the Casthaginiasa fet up for my punith-
‘ment, and had befare mine eyes all the ipftruments of
1the moft cruel tortures that .the enemics of our holy re-
‘gxon could invent. But, fecing there is no queftion at
' peefontof dyiog, but of living to ferve my emperor. I
beg of thee, fovercign prelate, that thou will be p c@[;d
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to conderve my innocence, in giving me an ample abfolu-
tion, or in impofing a penancc that may cancel all my
crimes. -~

Paris hath always been the reﬁdcnce of._the kings of
France, whence it is, that the cxercife,of no other reli.
gion but the Chriftian, is fuffered there ; and thofe who
acknowledge the Bithop of Rome for their head, have
the principal management of the affairs of religion ; and
it is with thefe, that the rites of the Latin church are
more fritly obferved. :

+ I five here, in apptagance, as if I‘'were a Chriftian and
a Catholic. I enter into their churches, affit at their
ceremonies, knecl before the crofs ; and I appear with
great devotion and humility before the images, whxch
are had here in veneration.

I know well enough (if the life which I lead be not
permitted me, as advantageous to the affairs of ftate, and
the perfon of the Grand Signior), that I commit facri-
lege, altingas I do, contrary to the precepts of Maho-
.met, exprefled in his Alcoran.

I am guilty of violating the law which is prefcribed
me, and 'deferve death, if thou doft not, by approving
thig life I am obliged to lead, affure me of both my fal-
vation and life. It is true, thou haft already given
me abfolution from all the falfe oaths I fhall be neceffi-
tated to teke, when they are for the fervice of my ma.
fter; but I am not affured this abfolution extends far
enm:gh to feciire my confciente, wheo Fabuofe holy tlnnga

It is thy province te decide'this point, which is. of

‘fuch impoitance .to' my repofe, which makes me expeét
thy refolves with impatience ; if thou thinkeft & faithfal
Muffulman, who conferves his religion in his heart, and

"livesy a8 I do, amongft the encmies of the law, vmthyxf
grace.
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The iutereft of my confcience obliges me to demand
a{fter what manner I ought to govern myfelf, when I fee
them, who are effeétively what I feem to he, prattife the
fame ads of religion.

The French will in a little time celebrate their carni-
val, or Shrove-tile. As foon as it is done, the cathalics
think of fafting, having firlt affifted at a ceremony, where
afhes are put upon their foreheads, to make them re-
member ¢ they were formed out of the dufl, and thall
return to duft again.”” It is at this time they go to hear
fermons, their pricfts explaining that which they call the
golpel, and frequent the church more than ordinary.—e
Uhey apply theinfelves oftener to werks of piety; and
kaving purged their confciences by peaances, and fecret,
confeffions, which onec man makes to another, they cat
of a cortain bread, which they call The Sacrament of the
Euchasift, where, after certain svords - pronownced by
their prieft, they will have the body of thair Meffiah to
be really prefent under thofe apparent fpecics.

This ceremony is an obligation that goad Chriftians
eannot difpenfe with, it' being -ordained by their law and
by their great prelate, the. Bithop.of Rome. They com.
monly call it Confefiton, and communicating, and keep-
ing Eafter. Ought I to hazard myfelf in committing fo
borrid a facrilege, and tempt, s I may fay, God by fo
great  fuperftition, and fo irritate our great Prophet ?
1t may be faid, perhaps, that many Jews have done the
fame thing, and do it yet every day, topreferve themfelves
more fecurely: But how mamy of thcm have been cha-
ftifed by vifible miracles from heaven,and undergone texe
nble punifhments by the ordinanoes of the judges ?

¢ Al thefe refieCtions trouble my fpirit, O holy Pri-
mite of the moft divine law. 1 -do not think it lawful
to mock the myfteries of any religion whatfoever. '3\‘-&:
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God of the Chriftians is the fame that we adore ; but
their religion is quite oppofite to ours : There'is a great
difference betwixt their Jefus crucified, with all the 1gno'.
minies poflible, as thefe infidels do bcbeve and a Maho-
met immortal and triumphant, a groat lgg:ﬂator, and the
angular fone of the firft empire of the world,

Give me then pofitive orders, to the end I may be
eafed of my fcruples, and may believe that what thou
permitteft, may be an effe of thy jultice, and not of a
toleration which may be pernicious to me,

It is true, I may wayge all-thefe things in feigning to
have done them ; but it will be more advantageous for
my affaivs, not te exempt myfelf, if that may he without
a crime.

Teach then a moft obedient flave what thou fhalt be-
lieve moft conducible to the glory of God, and moft pro.
fitable for the fervice of our fovereign lerd. I do not
fend thee my doubts to puzzle thee, but to draw from
thy great and fublime genius fuch lights as may diffipate
the darknefe I five in.

This done, fovereign Prelate, remember thy humble
farvant, and pray our holy Prophet, that he will keep
me from perithing.

Paris, 15th of the x1th Moon, of the Year 1637.
W :
X.~7a the KAI..:ACHAM..
I RECEIVED from thy hand the firft difpatch that has
been addrefled to me from the Sublime Porte, and I re.
ceived it at the beginning of the year, according to the
modns of thefe mfidels. - The date is of the month Mic,

lidge., Thou ordereft me to write to thee of two things,
and' 3o do thirec. Thou wilt firft know, if this king be
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aged, and of perfet health; and afterwards, if there be
any hopes that the queen may have children. Theu
‘wouldeft alfo have me fend his Highnefs the pi@ures of
the King, the Cardinal of Richlfeu, and the cldeft fon of
the Prince of Conde.

Asthou art one of the principal fupports of the power
of the Sublime Porte, clevated above all the thrones of
the world (after the Vifier Azem, whole orders are the
rule of the univerfe, minifter and firft flave of the bappy
Emperor of the Ottomans), 1 ought to do what thou
commandeft me, -«

I tell thee then, I have feen this king thrice, nor
doth he appear by his countenance, by his hair, or by his
fhape, to be yet old ; neither would it be eafy to divine
the number of his years, if we were ignorant of the diy

- of his birth; but it is known to every body, that this
prince was born the 27th of the gth moon of the year
1601, according to the ftyle of the Chriftians,

By this thou mayeft jultly calculate the age of this mo-
sarch, who, though he is in his flower, feems fading, be-
caufe he hath as yet given no heir to his kingdom ; be-
fides, his years being near forty, furpsfs that of a young

, man ; and it is obferved, that few prmces arrive to a great
wage. |

The queen may fill lie-in, if fhe proves with child,
which, if it fhould happen, after twenty-three years of

. barrennefa, it s certain, a fruit which hath been fo long
in ripening, will give ad ample fubje& of reafoning to the
aftrologers of Europe. !

For my part, I faucy this king will fearce bccome a
father, ‘unlefs he.repudiate this wife,and marry another,
». It is not, permitted tor be Jnquifitive into the caufe 'of
thig fBerility. Hereby thou feeft the weaknefs of thofe
Chriftian princes, who are fubjected to the laws of I‘ome,
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swhich think it a crime to give themfelves heirs that are
not born of lawful wedlock ; though it often happens,
that when fuch are wanting, this kingdom is cxpofed
ruin, by the diffenfions and civil wars which on thefe
occafions arc always inevitable, ¢

The Moft High, who hath always prote&ed the gran-
deur of the Ottoman empire, hath left the infidels in
thefe errors, to the end that he might give our moft
mighty monarch, who is the avenger of the divine unity,
an eminence fuperior to that of all kings, who are his
faves, and at the fape time made him holy above all
the faints in the world; and permitted us to have chil-
dren, that may fucceed us, from as many wives as we
<an entertain, the children of true believers being always
legitimate.

I humbly beg pardon, I forgot I fpoke to thee, who
art wifdom itfelf, and to whom no fecrets of the law or
ftate are unknown.

I will fend to Carcoa at Vienna, the pi&ures of the

_King, of the Prince of Conde’s fon, and of the Cardinal
Richliey, according to the orders I received from thee,
and they fhall be difpatched in little time: I would to
heaven I could as cafily fend thee the originals ; I fhould
at one ftroke difarm this kingdom, which would thereby

‘be fuddenly involved in fire and blood.

.The babit I wear, and the manner after which I live,
have alrcady gained me many friends. I find means ‘to
go once a weék to court. My deformity proteéts me
againft the jealoufics of hufbands. Some people take me
for a wife man, and difcourfe eonfidently in my prefence
of politics and affairs of ftate ; neither do I negle& the
making ufe of every thing which may be advantageops
to me in my miniftry. ‘Thus, in doing' a thing, for the
wbigfl I have much averfion, I'compafs all I defive ; and



¥ LETTERS WRITTEN BY ‘Vol. L

I aflure thee upon my faith, if thou wilt contigue to
protet me, and affit me with thy counfels, I will do
t&mewhat extraordinary.

* 1 fupplicate the great God to gwc a perpetual health
to thy body, and, make thy foul enjoy upon earth, and in
heaven the fliciry of the bleffed.

Paris, tfl of the tft Moon, of the Year 1638.
s —————————————————— = _—————

X1.—7% Beorenin, Superior of the Convent of Dervifes
of Cogny, in NWtolia.

l wWRITE to thee, who art vemerable by thy age, and fo
many long voyages which thou haft made ; thou who
haft been fo many times on pilgrimage to Arabia, Tas-
tvary, Perfia, and the Indics, always bavefoot, amd beg-
ging out of pure devotion to the faint of faints, our great
prophet Mahomet.

I addrefs this letter to thee ; thee who beareft the fears
of five-and-twesty great wounds ; thee, who. haft pray-
ed nine-and-fifty times in the facred porch, and adored the
holy myfteries in the moft retired fan@uary of Mecha,
and haft lived mose than foventy years of religion amongft
#the dervfes, where thy merit caufed thee to be cleflod
fuperior of the couvent in Natelia.

Thou kaoweft well that I ferve lim who is arbitrator
of the deftiny of the univerfe, I memn she Sultan, fove-
reign of the world. Learn what I hicard hese from the
mouth;of Chriftians, and pasden me, if I have not fuf
ficiently anfwered them ; ‘but-do mot accufe me to have
deferved dedth, for having fecrhingly cmfed our holy law,
qtdhmthatgavextus'md i L have. feemdeorqo&

his fucceffors, Ali, Ofman, and Omaw, it wes ex
that I fhould commit fome evil, not to-lofe ﬂu
nity of doing much good. “J
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Thqu knoweft well I am deftined to ferve ; and that
being abfolved from all the perjuries I fhall commit, }
may tianfgrefs the law by being permitted to lic: Tha
fuffices. Read my letter, and learn how far their malice
does extend, who are enemies to ou;ks ifion.

To inftruét thee better in what has happened to me,
T muft tell thee, that amongft thefe infidels, there is an
order of religious much in vogue, called The Company
of JESUS : wherein there is an infinite company of
men, fome more able than others in all forts of fciences,
facred and profane ; and, according t8 appearance, ought
to be very recommendable for the holinefs of their mag-
ners,

Thefe religious, who are ordinarily called Jefuits, have
the education of the youth almoft in all the cities of Eu-
rope, as well as in the Indies ; and many excellent wits
are brought up in the feminaries they have eftablithed.
When they preach, the people crowd to hear their fer-
mons. They are the confeflors of almoft all the princes
and monarchs of Chriftendom, who difcover to them
their weaknefles, their fins, and the vices whereunto they
are inclined ; and receive from them, upon their knees,
like flaves, fuch penance as they think fit to impofe on
them.

A man may fay of them, that being difpenfers of pe-
nances, they are alfo the mafters of recompenfes. They
are habited in a long veft of black wool, which defcends
to their hecls. They go not barefoot, but their veft-
ments are finple, They obferve great modefty in all
their aflions ; they march with gravity, never go alone,
and fuffer not their beards to grow. They apply them«
{clves to edify the good, and to corre the bad. .

The founder of this order was a foldier, called Igna-
tius. ;hc Spaniards w:ll have him to have been of their

]



26 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. 1.
[

nation : and the French affirm that he is of that part of
z\favarrc, which is fubje& to the crown of France. If

hou wouldeft have me to fpeak the truth, P think this
founder was a good man, feciug all his difciples are men
of good example, #f great modefty in their a@ions, and
very difcreet in all their undertakings.

This Ignatius began to ftudy the grammar in his feven-
and-thirticth year, which would make one believe he took
lefs pains to become a faint than a {cholar. His enemies
call hus difciples, The Politicians of the Church; and I,
on the contrary, cill them The Camcls of Efau; be-
caufe, in bearing the burden of the affairs of their reli-
gion, they art loaded more than others, and forced to
couch under their burdens. There is one thing feems
ftrange in them, to wit, that they fhould name themfclves
The Religious of the Society of JESUS ; as if they had
a defign to diftinguith themfelves from other Chriftians,
and that this title, which is particular to them, ought not
anly to agree to all the other religious, but to all the fol-
lowers of the NAZARITE.

If they follow the precepts of their father Ignatius,
thou muft needs approve their way of living. He has
taught no other way than that of obedience to thofe
that profefs his order. He ordains, that thofe who en-
ter into this fociety, do abandon themfelves to the difcre-
tion of their fuperiors: And they affirm, that if the
Pope commands them to pafs the fea in a veffel without
oars, without fails, and without a rudder, they would
obiey, and muft pafe. And fome having reproached them
that there was folly in fuch blind obedience, they anfiwer,
That wifdom ought to be abferved in the commandments,
and that it ought not to be fearched in obedience. Make
refleétions upon this fentence, which is conformgble to
our laws,
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To inform thee of the power anl greatnefs of this or-
der, it fuffices to tell thee, that during fixteen years tha;
this foldier governed it, he faw an huyndved coileges il{
Italy, in Germany, in France, and ingSpain ;7and that in
Rome, which was founded by Borgidi+ith been, as may
be faid, the parent of all the reft. Judge hereby the
number of their houfes and difeiples.

Having one day met with one of this fociety who un~
derftood the Oriental languages, 'and who converfing
with me, did not believe he difcourfed with a muffulman,
I heard him vomit injfrious and fearful imprecations
againft Mahomet, againft his law, and againt all true bé-
lievers. I have fo much horror to write to thee all he
faid, that I will t<ll thee but fome few of them ; and the
rather to divert thee by the knowledge of the errors of
our encmices; and alfo that thou mayeft not be aflicted
at fome things not very reafonable, which are obferved
in many of the precepts of the law which we follow.—
Let this be faid, as if I had not fpoken it, fecing I pour
frankly the fecrets of my heart into thy bofom ; nowife
doubting, but thou kuoweft to be filent in"what may
caufe my death, This jefuit maintains, that the muf-
{ulmans are not wife in following the prccepts of a drunk-
ard, who forbade drinking of wine, and committed ex-
ceffes him{clf, when he thought he was unobferved. He
maintains farther, that it is foolith to give credit to fuch
a fellow, who makes a paradife to confift of beautiful wo-
men, where one may abandon himfelf to all forts of plea-
fure and debauchery ; and that he hath not forefecn a
hell, where he, and all his fellowers, ought to fuffer the
pains due to their crimes. He adds farther, that one
muft be very foolith to adore a blafphemer, who hath*®
*‘commanded his law fhould be maintained by the frord,
when £$‘kl not be fupported by reafon,

-
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The father did not leave off fo: he faid, that «fecing
he Alcoran is filled with dreams, with beftialitics, with
‘blafphemies and impurities, the mufties, the dofors, and
interpreters of the Jaw, muft be in a great blindnefs not
to condemn a pgff-%zd, an cuc"lanter, wheo gives for the
precepts of his religion, the committing of violences, rob-
beries, and all that may fatisfy the moft irregular appe-
tites. What extravagancy, urged he, to adore the heel
of fo vile a.flave as Mahomet, and to believe,, upon his
report, that jacob’§ father was his porter, to deify his
camel, and to place it in heaven 2« He adds farther, that
there is nothing fo abfurd as to command the Turks to
wafh their bodies, when their fouls are defiled with filth ;
to give them at the fame time charity by precept, and to
command them robberies by dévotion. It feems alfo to
him foolifh, to believe that Mahomet is the only true
prophet, the only agreeable perfon to God ; and to fwear
afterwards by one hundred and twenty-four thoufand pro-
phets. He ftill entertains me with this fort of difcourfe.
But all this (O great Dervife !) is nothing ; he vomits
yet this dampable herefy ; that the wickedeft wretches,
and the moft deteftable that ever lived, were Judas, Ma-
homet, and Luther ; that thefe two laft, as moft impious,
are the more tormented in hell.  Judas, he faid, fuffered
Jefs pains, becaufe, if he betrayed his Lord, he was one
of the inftruments of the redemption of all mankind ;
whereas, the others in damning themfelves, damned alfo
an infinite number of other people. 'This jefuit would
have continued his blafphemies, if Cardinal Richlieu, in
whofe anti-chamber we were, had not come out of his
clofet to go to the king.
« I had been filent all this while, becaufe he gave me not
a moment’s liberty to fpeak. At length he afked me at
parting, If I was not of his fentiments ? And I a)iwer-
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ed precifely thus : My father, if thou art a good man, I
approve what thou fayeft, becaufe thou fpeakeft out of
true zeal ; but if thou beeft a hypocsite, I difapprov‘
all ; becaufe thou fhalt be damned wighh Mahemet and all
the muffulmans.

The jefuit {miled, not comprehendmg the venom which
lay hid in my anfwer. DBut doft thou not believe, thou
who art a dervife, the moft illuminated, that a man, of
what religion foever he be, provided he be a good man,
may be happy after his death ? Tell me, I pray thee, thy
opinion herein ; it is agpoint very important to be decid-
ed. ‘

As for me, I begin really to think that there may be
faints amongt the Chriftians, as there are amongft us. I
have feen and underftand many things that denote true
piety in fome of them ; and we muft acknowledge, that
the precepts of their law have fomewhat of juft; and if
they be well obferved, they feem no lefs holy to me than
odr own. They have one article that puzzles me ; they af-
firm there is bit one truth; fo that we are loft, if we
are not Chriftians, or they are damned, if they are not
Mahometans.

And this is what T had to fay to thee in this matter ;
but I fhall not end this difcourfe without fome violent
fcruples of confcience. Pray the great God with me,
that he will illuminate my underftanding with inward
lights, until the man promifed by our Holy Prophet, the
man, I {ay, who ought to be born of his race, be defcend-
ed upon the earth; who is to fec all kings humbled in
lus prefence, and to unite with Jefus the two n.llgtons,
that they may make but one.

In the mean time, lct us live as honeft men, who havgp
fin in _horror, like the plaguc, which poifons the foul ;
and gbply ouriclves, as much as in us lics, to what is tru-
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ly good ; aud ahove all things, let us carefully obferve
this precept, written in the book of their law, but is not
x‘}ways imprinted, in their hearts, ¢ Never do to others,
1o not to thy enemigs, that which thou wouldft not have
done to thyfclf.".” duke of Guife gave an example of
this to all France ; and it is what thou oughteft to preach
in the valt empire of the muffulmans. This prince fur-
prifed a villain that would have affaffinated him, who con.
fefied that the intereflt of his religion (which was that of
Calyin), had obliged him to form a defign to take him
away, to deliver himYelf, and thofg of his party, from fo
great an enemy. The duke, inftead of caufing him to
fuffer the pains due to fo black an enterprife, pardoned
him, contenting himfelf to tell him, ¢ Friend, if thy re-
ligion obliged thee to kill me, without hearing me ; my
religion obliges me to give thee thy life and liberty now
I have heard thee: Go thy ways and amend thyfelf.”
Thhis prince was then general of Charles IX.’s army.

Sage Bedredin, our Mahomet never fhowed fuch ge-
nerous fentiments, when he prefcribed in his law this pre-
cept againlt Chriftians, that had never offended him.—
¢ YWhen you encounter the infidels, kill them, and cut
off their hcads, imprifon them, and keep them in chains,
until they have paid their ranfoms, or until you find it
requifite to fet them at liberty. Perfecute them until
they have all fubmitted, or are entirely overthrown.”

Obferve in this letter what may be of ufe to thee.
Pardon, by friendfhip, the frank manner of writing, and
remember Mahmut in thy prayers, who perfonates a
Chriftian, and is in his heart a moft faithful mufflulman.
If it be in thy power to fuccour me, never do me any in-
jury. God prote& and govern thy great age to the laft
moment.

Paris, 28th of the 2d Moon, of the year 1638.
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XIL—70 Cuirurct Munamurr, Bafa.

occafions much joy at court, efpeciallf to the king, who
after fo many years of marriage, willlbecome a father.

Thou who haft applied thyfelf fo long to the ftudies
of afirology in the {chools of Egypt, yet makeft profef-
fion of this divine art, which difcovers thece things the
moft hidden to thee; who readeft fo learnedly in the
book of heaven, whatever the ftars have traced there;
who haft found the moment of their fifing and difappear-
ing, with the intervals betwixt thefe two times, and the
caufes which render their motion quicker or flower ; thou,
who penetrateft inte the moft hidden fecrets of men, and
knoweft the feafons of famine, of fhipwrecks, of viftor-
ies, and lofs of battle: Divine in God’s name, great in-
terpreter of the fecrets of nature, wifer than Albumazar
and Ptolemy, what will become of this impregnation ;
and whether it be true, that this child that i3 to be born,
has been more than two hundred and feventy moons in
forming.

If thou believeft what I writ laft to thee to be impof-
fible, fay nothing of it ; it would be no credit to me to
pafs for the author of 4 novel, that has no grounds of
truth, :
The city of Paris is in an inconceivable joy ; and this
joy is fpread all over France. Thou mayeft perceive by
that, the paffion of this people to fee their king a father.
It ia true they have much to hope by it ; but i is as cer-
tain they have yet much to apprehend, feeing all their
hopes vanifh in an inftant. *

Nature ufes all her power when fhe forms a man, thg
moft perfedt of all creatures. But there needs but a flight
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fall to deftroy this workmanthip before it is finiftred, as
well as after.

{ I have heard.g great many people queftion much the
fex and life of thawgwhich will be born.

All the converfatjon at the court, at Paris, and in all
the kingdom, is no more of wars, of leagues, of peace or
naval preparations ; they all rowl upon the bringing-to-
bed of women.

There will be other reafoning in fome [mall time in
Chriftendom, and even amongft us, if the queen do not
mifcarry ; France being no lefs confiderable amongft
other kingdoms, than the Bourbons are amongft men.
Henry IV. who introduced the crown into this branch
of the family, was a prince very brave ; and if we live
long enough to fee his grandchildren, we fhall fee whe«
ther they will have as much courage as the chief of thelr
family. -

As for thee, thou wilt have wherewith to divert thee, and
exercife thy talents,if this queen be brought-to-bed happily
of aprince. I fhall in the mean time be very exa& to mark,
not only the days and hours, but the leaft minutes ; to

-the end thou mayft know, by the fituation of the planets,
which ordinarily regulate the inclinations of men, in
what manner-a prince, fo long expeéted, will regulate his
affairs, and confequently thofe of others.

It is a great while fince we have had any commerce
here with the fun, there being forty-nine days fince this
beauteous planct appeared to us; and the cold 1s fo vio-
lent, that it has changed, as I may fay, the waters of the
Siene, a large river, into cryflal. Do not look upon
thefe effets as extraordinary ; it happens here frequent
enough ; for, when the days are fhorteft, the cold is moft
intenfe. Thou knoweft that this climate is very jncone
ftant. I have often feen, in a Lttle fpace of 221 ram,
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hail, fifow, and terrible winds; and prefently after, the
air becoming fair and ferene. This inconftancy of the
climate has its advantages: for if the fai» weather do nod
laft long, the foul is alfo of lefs duratx:‘lfl. -

TFail not, upon the receipt of my letter, to communi.
cate the news I fend thee to the Grand Vifier, without
telling him the refledtions which I make. They are of
no ufe to fuch great minifters; particularly by us, who
are in comparifon of them but vile flaves, always fubject
to the fentences they pronounce of us.

Love me, and confuls the ftars to know whether thou
wilt be always faithful to me ; and, if it be by force ar
inclination.

As for myfelf, T affure thee, that following the incli-
nation of my heart, I will conferve thee that fidclity
which I owe by obligation.

Paris, 23th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1638.

. XIIL.—T0 Carcoa at Vienna.

T se Kaimacham commands me forthwith to fend the
pitures of the King of France, the eldeft fon of the
Prince of Conde, and of the Cardinal Richlieu. I caufed
them fuddenly to be copied from the originals, by an Ita.
Lan painter, who pafles for one of the beit of thefe times.

Thefc three heads are the principal of France, if not
of all Europe : The firft, by realon of a great and po-
tent kingdom, which is this day more flourithing than all
others: The fecond, by reafon of his nobility or royal
blood, and by his extraordinary courage : And thé third,.
by a wife condu& in a miniftry full of difficultics ; be.
ing, as it were, the abfolute mafter of difgraces and rc»
compghfes. .

., R §C
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As foon as thefe pictures are delivered to theg, whole
and well conditioned, pay the exprefs 1 dlfpa.tched to
ythee the fum contained in the bills, which he will pre-
fent to thee frorhsil That done, fend the packet to
Conftantinople, without lofs of time, and addrefs it to
the Kaimacham.’

I befeech thee order the bufinefs of my pcnﬁon fo that
I fhall not need to defire the payment of it. Serd me
prefently what is ordered me for my fubfiftence. No-
thing in the world appears fo terrible to me, as to be
obliged to atk. -

I have only monies for fix days, though 1 fhould cat
nothing but raw herbs and water. Both coft money here;
¢ and every thing is fold very dear, except civilities and
obliging terms, which you have for nothing, and where-
of they are very liberal.” I muft live, I muft have clothes,
and go to court ; for all which there muft be bread, cloth
or ferges, and coach-hire.

Thou knoweft at prefent my wants, fuffer me not to:
languith with expe@ation. Thou wilt injure the em-
peror, and not Mahmut, if thou doft not readily affift his
flave.

The great God preferve thy life, if thou doeft »ot for-
get.me; and give thee grace to be fober, in a country
where people do not always drink wine to quench their
thirft.

Paris, 28th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1638,

XIV.—T70 Wirriam Vosexvr, g Chriflian of Aufiria.

Iam obliged to thee for the confidence thou haft in me
‘in declaring to me thy loffes. Another would have re.
joiced in hearing of thy two adventures : but as Iida not
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believe,it is a great evil to lofe a wife, fo I cannot think
it is a confiderable good to turn monk. It is impoffible
for me to forbear telling thee, that I find thy refolutio
too fudden to approve of it. ‘Thou gt not the caufe of
the lofs thou hatt fuffered, and yet retireft into a convent
to do penance, as if thou hadft committed a crime.

Is it neceffary thou torment thy body for the death of
a wife, if thou haft not murdered her? If thou didft love
her, becaufe fthe was difcreet, it is not impoffible to find
another as prudent. If her beauty charmed thee, there
are enough that may gleafe ; but ifsthou wert weary of
being a hufband, why ‘art thou then of being a widower 2
Tell me, what wilt thou do at prefent in the convent
thou art fhut up in? The Carmelites are wife indeed, but
Ynow not all things. It is true, they are very devout,
but not exempted from fin : Finally, they are men, and
too auftere. How canft thou fo fuddenly accuftom thy-
felf to that kind of lifc thou haft chofen, and become at
once chafte and fober ? As for me, who am no Chriftian

,as thou art, and more reftrained in my pleafures than
thou hatt hitherto been, I cannot underftand what I fee
in that order thou art entered into : neither can I figure
to myfelf, how a-man barefooted, without a fhirt, covered
with a coarfe Liabit of wool, who is no mafter of crowns,
and who hath ne armies, fhould abfolutely command, not
only another man, but many, who obey blindly what hé
requires of them.

To live well in thy order, thou muft faft; the leaft
faults are not pardoned ; thou muft receive offences with
thanks : Finally, the combat is affured and conftant, and
there is but little certitude of the crown which bught to
be the reward. Thy greateft friend is obliged to betray
thee, and thou wilt be deprived (as it may be faid) of
thetlements, to make thee defire the ufe of the water,

B 6
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air, carth, and fire. I cannot perfuade myfelf, that there
are fo many things required to make a faint ; for when
thou lovet God, as much as it is in thy power to do,

Ind pallett evc%?%?y, as if it were thy laft, I believe
thou wilt live and die a juft man. Return me an anfwer,

and let me know, if what I write to thee be conformable to
right rcafon ; or, that I am deceived in my opinion. The
friendfhip I have for thee obliges meto write as I doy
and to tell thee all I think that regards thec, becaufe af-
ter thou haft taken thy laft refolution, I would rather fee
thee f{ufler with conffancyall the eyils imaginable, than ta
fee thee change with confufion. There are many wha
have abandoned with fhame, the places which they en-
tered in triumph ; and how many have been puthed by
their defpair to commit follies which feemed a&ions cf
piety, which they had never undertaken in their right
wits.

‘We feein our hiftories, that many great men have
canfed themfelves to be circunicifed, thereby to have com.
merce with the Jews, and be inftruéted in their do&rine,.
finding their ancient temple magnificent, venerable, holy,.’
and full of majey, We alfo read, that Pythagoras
clothed himfelf in white, and flaid fome time amongft

- the folitaries of. Mount Carmel, to learn the myfleries of
their religion. His curiofity was the occafion of this.
great man’s voyage, as their ignorance had caufed the.
fame defign in others. It is not the defire to be inftru&t-
ed, which made thee” enter into the convent ; the afflic-
tion for the lofs thou haft fuffered, made thee take this
refolution. Take heed of quitting it by a repeatance,
which wauld prove an excels of folly. The Jews are at:
prefent vagahouds, without law, without a kingdom,.
without altars ; and according to the Alcoran, they will:
be metamorphofed into afles, to carry the fouls of'the:



Book I A SPY AT FARIS. 37

wickgd Mahometans into hell. Who knows what will
become of the Carmelites ? They fay, Elias 1s not dead,
but is to return to the earth, to combat, thofe men who
fhall rife to trouble the world about the eftablifhing a
new religion. Stay ftill where thou art, or return pre.
fently from whence thou cameft ; left, after too long a
flay, to come out in form, thou commit a fault that
God will not eafily pardon ; which will doubtlefs happen,,
if thou perfulide thyfelf, that thou canft not find the
way to heaven, but out of the noife of the world.

If thou doft not find I advife thee well, do thou bet-

ter ; but, above all things, govern thyfelf fo, that God:
may not reproach thee one day, that a Moldavian gave
thee good advice, and thou didft negledt it. The worft’
of Turks might give the fame advice that I do, asa
good Chriftian ; and it would be no furprifing thing, if
thou receivelt better from a Mahometan, - Thefe barba~
rians are fufficiently inftrued in icorality to teach others
that which they do not always pra&ife themfelves. Vir-
tuc and trath arc relpeted every where. Turn thee
"from eaft to weft, from the fouth to the north, thou wilt
find on all fides impious men who blafpheme againt the
Deity ; but true virtue has that of fingular, that fhe is
always refpcéted, and even by the moft profligate.

Confult once again thy forces and thy courage, and_
take a better refolution, if thou art not yet well fixed in- "
thy firlt. Titus falutes thee out of this world ; and prays
heaven to give thee the pleafures of thie happy, in thy
folitude, if thou beeft no hypocrite, and if thou haft not
yet repented of thy refolution thou haft taken,

Paris, a8th of the 3d Moop, of the Year 1638,
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XV.—70 Isranim, awho renounced the Chriflian Refigion.

Tuov halt renpunced thy religion, either to fave thy
life, or for fome other confideration. I do nat fay this
to make thee fcrupulous, but in quality of refident in
this kingdom, to ferve here the Sultan emperor of both
feas, and of the two parts of the carth, diftributer of all
ciowns ; the grandeur of whofe majefty, I beg of God,
may laft until the day of univerfal judgment. I advife
thee to take heed, not to folicit thefe infidels, whofe re-
ligron thou halt abardoncd, to 1ug the fame courfe that
thou haft done.

Thou haft written to thy brother, that he is become a
beggar, becaufe he renounces his God a thoufand times
at play ; and that thou art at prefent very rich, for hav-
ing renounced him but once, and by that thou exhorteft
him to turn Muflulman.

I thought geod to wiite to thee, that fouls are not to
be gained with a letter and a feurvy jeft. Think of be-
coming a good man after thy change of religion, and
give no occafion to the Marfeillians to fay, that thou art
infamous, becaule thou haft renounced thy faith, and that
we are all damned, becaufe we are Mahometans. If thou
doft not approve the advice I give, I fhall be obliged to
acquaint the Porte with what fhall come to my know-
ledge ; which I fhall do with regret, becaufe thou mayeft
fuffer by it.

The great God make thee rather wife than fortunate.

Paris, a8th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 3638,

v

e —

XVI.—T76 Dicuzv Hussesn, Bafa.

[
As the knowledge which I fhall have of affairs will aug-
ment daily, fo I fhall have the more matter torwhite :
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and will omit no occafion to remark what occurs, which
I will not fail immediately to communicate. Thou, who
with great application obferveft what, paffeth amongft
men, and art defirous of knowing the malt fecret tranf-
ations of potentates; thou mayeft obferve, that there
are more violent enmities betwixt the Chriftian princes of
Europe, than all the other princes of the world.

I cannot comprehend whence it is, that thefe infidels
cannot live in peace ; and, perhaps, they do not com.
prehend it themfelves. It feems a decree of heaven, that
man ought to be confrary to man,*and that whilft there
are kingdoms there will be wars and enmities. ‘

The wars which are carried on at prefent in Alface,
look as if they would laft long. The death of Guftavus
Adolphus, King of Sweden, the fecond fcourge of the
Imperialifts, who was flain fix years fince, did not termi-
nate the differences of Germany ; they are greater than
ever ; and there appears in the new generals of the ar.
mies, vafter defigns than thofc in their predeceffors, Per-
haps they will revenge the death of Guftavus, who was
killed, not as the Chriftians affirm, but by one of the
forty Germans who had bound themfelves by oath never
to quit their fwords before th¢y bad flain him, as the
Turkifh hiftorians do write.

. Duke Barnard Weymar, of no lefs valour than Guftas
vug, commands the reft: of the Swedith army, with a
good number of French troops, and many Chriftian he--
resics of Germany, Vifory attends the arms of this.
general ; and the princes which are united for defence
of the empire begin to apprehend a captain, who ob-
ferves lefs the rules of war than the emotions of this va.
lour, and whom they pcrcenvc feconded by fortune. But
he doth not confider, that in weakening an emperor *he
deth augment the forces of a king, who will enjoy the
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fraits of his Inbours, and fupprefs him in fpite of his
bravery when he pleafes. In the mean time, I am of
opinion, that it.is our intereft that Weymar be always
viftorious. It may be faid of him, that hc hath fold to
France all but his glory, having referved nothing for
himfelf but hope.

All that this duke can conquer from the Germans is
for the French king, who furnithes him with troops,
with arms, and with money, befides wife advice, Cardinal
Richlieu, who is an able Ratefman, fails not to perfuade
his maler, that the places which Weymar fhall take in
the empire with the army which he commands, are the
effes of his counfcls and his majefty’s money. The
French begin to preferve their conquefts, and know how
to defend the places which are fubje& to their power.

This prince makes acquifitions, which are in truth of
more importance than they feem confliderable for their
greatnefs. He took Rhindfeld almoft as foon as he had
befieged it. “The place was ftrong, feated near the Black
Foreft, where the garrifon was furnifhed with abundance
of all forts of ammunitions.

John de Wert, gencral of the Imperial army, had re~
lieved it with nine regiments of horfe and 5000 foot.
He defeated Weymar’s horfe, took part of his baggage
and artillery. 'The Duke of Rohan, a great captain
and great ftatefman, wps hurt, and taken fighting ; and
the city relieved with men, ammunition and vi€luals,
which rendered the taking of it more glorious.

They write, that two Imperial generals, the faid John
de Wert, which had fuccoured Rhindfeld, Eunhenfort, as
alfo Duke Savelli, had been taken in a combat which
preceded the rendition of the place, befides 30 cornets
and 19 foot captains, Thefc fpoils were gained by the
blood of the Swedes, and fent to the French king ; whos,
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after he had caufed them to march through all the ftreets
of this great city, commanded them to be hung up in
the principal church, where I faw and confidered them
as marks of the trinmphs of policy. The fiége of this
place lafted but eighteen days.

The Duke of Weymar, after this viory, marched
into the marquifate of Durlach, where he took the caftle
of Rotelen, defended by the King of Hungary; in
which he found great ftore of provitions, and all forts of
ammunitions, which ferved greatly for the refrefhing of
his then needy army. + ’

In the mean time, Duke Savelli efcaped out of pti-
fon, and retired to Luzerne in Switzerland. The offi-
cers that guarded him were accufed of favouring his
cfcape, which coft them their heads.

All I write to thee is moft true, and thou mayeft caufe
my letters to be enregiftered. God grant that Brifac, to-
gether with all Alfatia, may fall into the French hands,
and that the Emperor of Germany be fubjected to the
law of the Ofmans, ¢ Thou feeft the time come, where«
in the French make conquefts without being prefent at
them.”” The king of this nation appears not only happy
but is {o in reality ; all things fucceeding that he under-
takes. His queen’s being with child, and the cardie
nal’s policy, puzzle the Spaniards and empire, and Italy it--
felf. What will happen none knows, but God and Ma-
hemet. It is our duty to humble ourfelves, and fay what
we fee, and not be fo rath as to penetrate into the fu-
ture,

Do what thou canft by thy intrigues to augment the
German loffes, for the reafons thou knoweit ; and parti-
cularly to facilitate the Sultan’s conqueft in Hungary,
Affift, in the mean time, the poor and faithful Mahmut,
not gith the fword that cuts every thing, but by good.
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counfel, by which we ordinarily perceive the rennion of
what the fword hath feparated : and ] will pray the Moft
High, that all the infidels bow the knee before Amu-
rath, and that all that breathe may enjoy their Lives, but
by an cffe@ of his clemency.

Turis, 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1638,
e 3
XVII.—70 Acamer Brig.

I racrivz none of “thy letters ; J} reccive nonc from the
Divan ; and I have none from any of my friends, Italy,
where there are {fo many people proper for war, that pro-
vince which hath commanded the world, is at this time
troubled by the arms of France. The Pope and Vene-
tians, who appear to have the principal intereft there,
make no advance to divert the ftorm that threatens them.
Piedmont, which belongs to the Duke of Savoy, begins
to feel the incommodities that war draws always with it.
That ftate is in the midit of the Spaniards who attack it,
and the French ruin it in defending it.

Thefe laft cannot abandon the intereft of the houfe of
Savoy, the duchefs being their king’s fifter, and ber chil-
dren his nephews. The Freach are already ftrong on that
fide, having a great garrifon in Pignerol, a place very
confiderable, which they call one of the gates of Italy,
whereof they have been mafters fince the year 1631 ; and
their power will much increafe by the acceffion of the
fort of Breme, which may be termed a rampart, cover-
ing Cazal and Vercelle, and which alfo defends both
Montferrat and Piedmont, The Marquis of Leganez,'
gavernor of Milan, having rendered himfelf mafter of the
field, had laid fiege to Breme ; and Marfhal Crequi, hav.
ing in the name of the king his mafter, undertaken, the
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defenco of the young Duke of Savoy, oppofed the de-
fign of the Spaniards. It is believed the war will be
cruel m this quarter, being thefc are very fhiong, and thg
other very expert. -

Thou fhalt know the event. In the mean time, all
the affairs of the French do not appear {o fortunate in
Italy ; and, at this hour that I write to thee, the court
laments the lofs of the general that commanded their ar-
mies in that country.

There is certain news of the death of Marfhal Crequi,
who was thot with a cagnon bullet thfough the bedy, as
he was going to view the Spaniards works before Breme,
This lofs was by fo much the more fenfible to the French,
in that they faw their enemies make fuch great rejoicings
at it.

All men conclude, this Crequi was both a good fol-
dier and a good captain, a wife man, and of excellent
condu@. He had acquired great reputation for the
king his mafter in Italy. He flew Don Philip, baftard
of Savoy, who challenged him in the fight of two armies,
He feveral times defeated his fovereign’s enemies in Mont-
ferrat, and in Piedmont, and beat back the Duke of Feria
to the gates of Milan,

There remaing no more of this great man, who did
fo many brave things, but the barc remembrance of them.

Scarce any thing of his body, fave his entrails, was left
for his foldiers to celcbrate his obfequies with. His foul
is before the throne of God ; his friends honour his me-
mory with their elogies ; his kindred mourn for him ; his
fovereign praifes him, and his foldlers crown hxs tomb
with herbs and flowers.

The Italians fay highly upon this occafion, that Italy,
has been fatal to the French, and that it will be fo al-
ways, ‘They affirm, that the Duke of Savoy will lofe
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his eftate, if defeated by his enemies, which he will like-
wife do by the vi€tory of his friends, But thefe are the
conjeGures and ordinary reafonings of men, which T write
to thee, to the end thou mayelt not only know what is
donc, but alfo the difcourfes which are entertained upon
the events that happen. We fhall fhortly have news of
the fiege of Breme ; in the mean time, it imports the
French much, to conferve the opiuion had of their valour
and goodnefs.

The bufinefs in hand is to defend a great and illuftri-
ous houfe, which Toreover pretends to the fovereignty
of the kingdom of Cyprus, troubled by the ambition of
kindred, and the politics of the Spaniards. Thefe en-
gagements import much to princes, who have as many
maxims as differing interefts ; but we have nothing to do
with the differences of otliers.

May it pleafe God, that our affairs be alway attended
with an equality of good lack, for the ruin of thefe in-
fidels. Be thou conftant in the friendfhip thou promifedft
me, and always fajthful to thy friend, who recommends
himfelf to thee, as the law obliges thee to be to thy fo-
vereign,

Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Yecar 1638..

———

XVI1I.—7% Berner Mustarus, Aga.

I Ti1s day entertained a man which came from Italy,
and hath ferved in the French troops. He givcs this ac-
count of the death of Marfhal Crequi.

Tht 17th of this moon, this general having approached
the lines of the Spaniards to view their works, and to
'ﬁght them, in cafe he judged it expedient, a cannon
bullet feparated his body in two ; and, the bullet being
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taken vp, they were furprifed to fee a crofs graved upon
it, about which were alfo engraved letters, which made
thele two words, TO CREQUT. This bullet, the crofs,
and the letters, caufed no lefs aftonithment than the death
of this captain did forrow ; and every man fpoke his fen.
timents of it.

Many treat the Spaniards as magicians and forcerers.
Thofe who are perfuaded of the power of necromancy,
affirm, that the devil can carry a bullet to the place whi-
ther it is defigned : others are of a contrary fentiment,
and believe there is no ppwer without’the commandment
of the Great God. Therc are others, who believe nei-
ther charms, nor charafers, nor magic ; who, defpifing
all thefe fuperftitions, attribute all to Deftiny ; and I be-
Lieve the fame. Ahmet Celcbi explains this perfeétly well
in his Journal, which begins in the 1026th year of our
Hegira ; when he affirms, that all things which pafs here
below are effe@ed by the orders of heaven, ¢ We can.
not doubt (fays he) but the events which we fec, are
the effeds of the will of God; yet we muft believe, he
fuffers all things to happen by fecond caufes.”

Had not Sultan Ofman irritated the Janizaries and
Spahi’s, by throwing them into the river alive, when
he ran difguifed through the fireets of Conftantinople,
and found them drinking wine in taverns: and had he
not publithed his defign of reforming his militia, and
tranfporting the imperial feat elfewhere, he had not per-
haps been murdered with fo much ignominy.

God fent him a terrible dream before his death. He
thought he faw our great Prophet fnatching the Alco-
ran, which he was then reading, out of his hand, and
taking from him by force his coat of arms, and ftriking_
him down with fuch a great box on the ear, that he’
could.not get up again, Thou knoweft he confulted the
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aftrologers, and interpreters of dreams thereupon. ¢ I will
not repoit what he, who was his preceptor, faid, for it
was plain flattery ; but we faw, what was foretold by
the aftrologers came punétually to pafs. Thefe had fore-
told, that the emperor fhould never fee the feaft of Rame-
zan, becaufe the ftar which prefided at his birth, was
much obfcitved in its conjunétion with the planet that
was then predominant; which made them affirm, he
would die in a very little time. 'The ignominy wherewith
his death was accompanied, was an effe@ of deftiny ;
for never any of the Cfinans feffered fo much fhame.
He had feveral times fecn the fatal cord about his neck
without dying. A foldicr, in charity, lent him his hand-
kerchief to cover his head, which was without a tarban.

He faid, all in tears, to his murderers, ¢ Ye faw this
morning your emperor upen the throne, and this evening
you are for throwing him into a dung-cart, defigned to
carry dirt into the fea : you cannot live always, and God
will require a reafon for this cruelty.” Thou knoweft
his refifting of thofe that ftrangled him, caufed him ta
fuffer much pain. They took hold of him by the fecret
perts ; and one of his ears was cut off, and carried to the
Valide, who expefted the news of his death. The will
of God appears in this adventure ; as alfo, the power of
fecond caufes. Thou mayeft fee all this in the Journal of
Ahmet. Had not Marfhal Crequi been in the wars, he
had not perhaps ended his days by a violent death ; and
had he not been fo 1afh as to approach too near to the
enemies works, the fatal bullet had not touched him.

We fee hereby an effet of God’s will accompanied
with our confent ; becaufe we fearch by our own choice
that which we might aveid.

I'n the mean time, accufe me not of ignorance or fu-
perttition, if I have been long in entertaining thee, upon
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a mattgr in aftion betwixt man and the devil. Thou
knoweft that by magic art, we number the twelve {pirits
or angels, which prefide over each of the figns of the
zodiac, which govern the nations, people, aad cities
committed to their care. In like manner, in the fecret
caballa of the Jews, by the twelve anagrams of the
great name of God, and according to the colour of the
ftones where thefe anagrams were engraved, they judged
the future ; performing thereby things very aftonithing.
They have fubjeéed our bodies to thefc twelve figns, and
divided them into twelve principal members. DBut how
many furprifing things are done with the number feven,:
to which they have applied the feven planets; by means
whereof they difcover the fecrct of the good or cvil for-
tune of men ! Add to this, the invocation of fphits, and
the power of figures, of words, of herbs, of writings,
of holy chara@ters, aud fo many other inchantments,
wherewith they confult the black angels ; and thou wilt
find that men do many wonders by this art, which they
cannot do without fupernatural affiftance.

The little bits of paper, cut triangularwife, which
Tockta Cham, the King of Perfia’s general, caufed to
be thrown in the night round about the imperial tent of
the great Vifier Afis (in each of which there was a cer~
tain word writ) wrought more confiderable effets, than
the Spaniard’s inchanted bullct, which killed Marfhal
Crequi. The Ottoman army revolted the day following,
as if poflefled with furies, The moft feditious took and
bound the Vifier, and made him raife the ficge of B-by-
lon: And the King of Perfia, who had already difiniffed
Muftapha Aga, our envoy, with the treaty, whercby he
furrendered this place, being advertifed of the precipitate:,

-retreat of our army, caufed'Muftapha to be called back,
tearing the treaty hg had given him in his prefence ; and
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badc him tell his general, he could not do fo fharpeful an
aétion, as to furrender fo important a place to an army
that was running away.

Haft thou ever heaid of any thing fo ftrange ? Read
this Ahmet Celebi’s book, and thou wilt fee, that all
thefe prodigies arrived in one day. The hiftorian makes
no judgment upon this adventure, he only reports it ;
neither do I belicve it was an effe@ of the enchantmentg
of thefe bits of paper, and the charaéters contained in
them ; becaule it is certain our army was greatly preffed
with hunger.  Buin effe@, whgn Muftapha, all in tears,
reproached the Vifier, that if he had gained but two days
time, he had made a peace equal to a vi€tory ; Afis an-
fwered him, How couldft thou with thy tears, retain an
army poflefled with all the devils of hell, and refolved to
be gone?

If thou finifh the reading of fo long a letter, accufe
thy patience, and reproach not me with tedioufnefs, for
having writ many things to thee, worthy of being known.
After the death of the French general, Breme was pre-
fently delivered to the Spaniards, by the cowardlinefs of
the governor, who incurred in time a rigorous deftiny for
it ; having his head cut off at Cazal, where they had im-
prifoned him.,

The great God preferve thee and thine for ever; and
prote& thee againft the ill-will of thofe that do not love
thee,

Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1638,

* XIX.~T0o MuraT Bassa.

L Duchefs Dowager of Savoy finds herfclf cxtreme- .
Iy preffed by the continual incurfions which the Spaniards
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make wto Piedmont : they having befieged Vercelle, a
place which covers the country on the fide of Milaa.

She herfelf appears on horfeback with great courage,
being refolved to recover what is loft, as ‘Well as to de-
fend the reft, which is in fome danger ; having joined her
beft troops, with great diligence, to thofe of France.

A Cardinal, which they call the Cardinal la Valette,
commands, in the place of Marfhal Crequi, thofe troope
of France, which confift of twelve thoufand foot, and four
thoufand horfe.

Thou doft not knoy, perhaps, what thefe cardinals
are : they be the principal priefts of the Roman chutch,
Their profeflion is not te command -armies, though that.
fometimes happens, either through want of fage captains,
which thefc infidel kings may fometimes ftand in need of ;
or for other fecret reafons which are not always eafy to
penetrate, and muft be of great importance, France not
wanting fit feculars: A Roman mufti, called Innocent
1V. gave the purple habit to thefe priefts, and obligéd
them to wear red hats, caps and bonnets, that this co-
four might always put them in mind, they ought to fhed
their blood for the fervice of their church and religion.

I have been told, that formerly there were but five-and-
twenty, and now their nusber is faid G) be {eventy-two ;-
which is that of the difciples of the Chriftian Meffiah j,,
but they are feldom complete. I was defirous of being
precifcly informed what the digpity of a cardinal is ; and
an old phyfician, that feems to be an honeft man, ir &rués
me in all things that regard the religion and politics of
the Chriftians : he is fuch an enemy to the circumcifion,
that he gives often the uncleaneft of all meats to his pa-
tients, fuch as we think unwholefome, and cannot b¢
eaten without fin.

Thou that art a ftatefman, and obliged to affift at

Vol %o - ¢
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council, and in the divan, ought to know morethings
than others, and thofe more perfeély.

. I will inform myfelf with care of the life, a&tions and
genius of this Cardinal la Valette, to know, whether the
king his mafter has any other reafon than that of his va-
lour and experience in war, to make ufe of a prieft in his
armies to fhed bleod and ruin people ; for I never heard
the muffulmans did ever make ufe of a cheik to com-
mand the armies of the empire : befides, they are with-
out experience, fearful and fuperftitions.

‘The Spaniards are more powesful in infantry and ca-
valry, having 18,000 foot, and 5oco horfe, whereby they
pretend to render themfelves mafters of Piedmont, and
drive the French whelly out of Italy. The Marquis of
Legane2, governor of Milan, affirms, that his king will
not fuffer the children of the late Duke of Savoy to be
under the prote&tion of ftrangers, He fays, that Pigne-
rol, and other places in the power of the French, were
ufurped upon the houfe of Savoy, and muft be reftored.
They affirm, that the houfe of Auftria will hinder the,
widow, her children and fubjeis from being opprefled.

Behold here an example of the fingular piety of the
Spaniards, in favour of a widow and her children ; and
on the other fide, admire the kindnefs of the French, who
fight againft thefe fame Spaniards, for the confervation of
that which concerns neither of them, It will be diffi-
cult to difcover thefe fecret myfteries. Every prince puts
a value upon his reafons, as he does upon his monies.

The Dutchefs of Savoy came accbmpanied with a great
pumber of ladics, and the greateft of her court. She
was on’horfcback, at the head of all the company, both
horfe and foot, and harangued the army amid#t the bat-
talions. .

She conjured, not only the captains, but even the cor-
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poralsaand private foldiers, not to abandon her defence.
She fhowed all the fentiments of grief that a perfon of
courage could have, in feeing herfelf espofed to lofe her
cftate, or to fee her children, in a manner,=captives ; and
upon this occafion, the failed not to mingle torrents of
tears with the mo#t charming expreflions, which is ordi-
narily the firongeft eloquence of women.

The army being fenfible of the dutchefs’s mmfortune,
which fhe had reprefented with all poffible earncftnefs,
the Cardinal Valette caufed it to difcamp to relieve Ver-
celle. He forced the Spaniards line, and put two thou-
fand men into the place. The befieged, fortified with
fuch fuccours, made a great fally, and much infidel blood
was fhed on both fides. But all that the cardinal could
do with his care, and the dutchefs with her tears, could
not hinder Vercelle from falling into the hands of the
Spaniards. It is faid, that the commander of this place,
and his garrifon, defended themfelves to the laft extremi.
ty ; and having no more powder or lead, they fought at
_puth of pike, with Rones, and finally, when all was gone,
with their fifts,

But this is not believed here, it being alleged, that the
governar or the general, did not do their duty. The car-
dinal, fay they, failedin his duty alfo ; for knowing they

* wanted ammunition, yet he did not fend it, theugh he
found means to put into the place fuch a great number
of men. But the governor is blamed yet more, that did
not difcover this bis neceflity to the general.

I tell thee all thefe particulars, to inform thee of the
manner how the French make war; many of whofe over-
fights would coft us our lives.

There marched out of Vercelle 4000 men beanng
armg, Thence thou mayeft judge, that our generals are
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not cruel when they caufe the heads of commanders. to be
taken off that-behave themfelves fo ill.

. The Princefs of Mantau, who has loft her hufband,
would, they fay, marry a prince of the Houfe of Au-
fria, called the Cardinal Infant, which is an effe& of the
policy of the Spaniards to have a better pretence to at-
tack Mountferrat, and drive out the Freach, who enter-
ed there by confent -of the Duke of Mantau, who was
fovereign thereof. '

The valiant Duke of Rohan. is at length dead, in a
caftle near Berne. I'think I writ e was hurt and taken
prifoner in the battle fought by the Swedes againit the
Germans. He was inthe fixty-eighth year of his age,
and wag very confiderable for his eradition, walour, and
experience in war. He was bred a foldier from his youth;
was always employed in military affeirs, and bad oftem
commanded armics, He fupported by his bravery and
experience, for a long time, the 1emains of a feeble and
dying party againft the power of the king, He was i-
luftrious by-the greatnefs of his houfe; and his religion
was that of the Calvinifts, called the Reformed. Fis
body was embalmed, and afterwards brought to Geneva,
with great magnificence and warlike pomp. 'This city is
the retreat of fuch as the church of Rome calls heretica,
weho are all well received here ; which gives great ooca-
fian of complaint to the Pope’s partizans; how reafon-
ably, I will not prefume to determine ; but there appears
to me much moare fplendour in the ceremonies of thofe of
the Catholic church, and. they pretend to greater virtue
and antiquity. .

Thef¢ are the tranfalliona i Jaly which came to my
kyowledge. I will not fail to write what pafled in Ger-
many thefe laft moons, as foon as I have the certaingy of
them.
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Pray God the many differences and wars which are a-
mongft the infidels, may never end ; that Italy may be
humbled even to the ftirrup of the horfe, on which rides
the great emperor of the cle& of God, the faithful muf-
fulmans ; and that all Germany may adore the facred
porch of Mecca.

I pray God fupport thee always, that thou never fall ;
and fo condué thee, that thou never goeft aftray.

Paris, 35th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1648.

XX.—7% Danzr OcLov.-

T ux condition I am in at prefent, makes me think of
thofe long and tedious days we paffed together at Paler-
mo in flavery. How frvitlefs were the tears which the
irkfomnefs of our captivity made us fhed ? yet nothing
befel us, but what is common to other men: but thou
wert too young to fupport it, and I had not experience
* enongh of the world to conceive the unhappinefs wheré
unto fortune had reduced me,

Thou art at prefent at Conftantinople, where thou haft
all thy heart can defirg; and I at Paris, where I have a
thoufand things to take care for. Cooftantinople and
Paris are indeed two of the greateft cities in the world
but much differing in manner of living, clothes, lanfuage,
and religion. Thou art at prefent in the midft of plea
fures, with thy friends, children, wife, with the liberty
of exercifing thy religion, which is the true one; and
that, in the mofques, which our fathers eftablithed ;
moreover, thou art elevated in digaity. I, on the con-
trary, am amongit infidels, amongft idolaters and hert-
tics, ‘obliged to live with a nation such differing from
oufd iy their inclinstions and cuftoms. Finally, I live a-
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mongft the devil’s peacocks. The exceffive liberty they
give themfclves, is not fuch as is enjoyed with true fatif-
fattion of mind ; feeing they do a thoufand things which
carry repentance along with them.

The philofophy of the Stoics, which I learned during
my captivity, gave me to underftand of what importance
it is for a man to know himfelf. Thou mayeft remember,
perhaps, in the beginning of our flavery, that thy mafter
and mine were no lefs oppofite in their manner of living,
than our geniufes were differing.

" My inquiry was after books and writings ; and watch-

mg did not weary me, provided I employed it in learn-
ing fomewhat. On the contrary, thou bﬂng always em-
goyed with different handy-works, didft little think that

eaven had defigned thee to wear a fword, and confequent.
ly to the employments of war. .

How many things did we fuffer in thofe days, whereat
we do now laugh ? Thou wert always chained, and I in
prifon in a den ; thou wert beaten becaufe thou wouldft
not read, and I was banged to picces becaufe I would
not embroider.

_ The reading of Sencca could not induce me to paidon
my malter the baftinados he gave me. That which I en.
‘dured was greater than the pains which thou didft fuffer ;
¥ was perfecuted Tor the pleafure I took in reading} and
“bq wmﬂd oblige thee to ﬁudy, whereas thy inclinations

wele qmq &fferent from mine.
) 'rﬁi fhip made me refolve to hidé myfelf in a cel-
hr, bread and without water. I had nothing but

mf S‘&eca with me ; and I was refolved to deliver myfelf
from my’ femtude by death; fo far had this Stoic per-
fiaded mé not to live, ¢ Thouart {o near death (quoth
he) and in the mean time art a flave.” Judge the Torce
of my temptation, by the authority of this great mian.
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WhilfteI was thus hid, my mafter fearched for me in vain,

in the garden, thé ftable, the kitchen, and had no lefs paing.
to find me than I had to hide myfelf from him. But ag;
length I chofe the better part, which was, -4e live and to

forgive. i

My matfter owes his life to Seneca ; he taught me fo
well to forget offences, that my defpair changed into re-
fpe@. I had no more mind to die. I felt my courage
fail, and fear made me pardon my mafter. Thou hadft
no knowledge of this adventure, becaufe I went into the
country, and thou wafb ranfomed whilft I was out of Pa-
lermo, I was {o very intent upon my ftudies, that:my
mafter, vanquithed by my obftinacy, gave me liberty to
apply mylelf to them, being himfelf alhamed to continue
ignorant, whilt I dreatmed of nothing but of improving
my mind.

In the courfe of four years and four moons, that my
captivity lafted, Nero’s mafter gave me the firft tincture
of morality ; and after that, I went into the academics,
where I writ the journal of my life. Plutarch, Livy,
and Tacitus, made me forget the odious names of mafter
and flave. -

The examples of fo many great men whofe hiftories
we find there; of s many emperors, kings, captains,
mafters, or flaves of their paffions : fome dead by the
hands of their friends by poifon ; others by the fword
and furprife ; other¢ perfecuted by their fathers or their.
fons, fometimes by their wives, and often by their native
country and flaves, fo often faved and defended by them-
felves, difpofed me to fuffer patiently the ftate whereun-
to I was reduced, and to acknowledge,  That the honefl
man is never a flave, wherever he is, when he can find hj
maftor within himfelf.” I had time then to do a thoufand
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good things, which 1 fhould never have done, if I had
nat been in the condition I then found myfelf in,

. Confider how much we learn by books, and more yet
by the difgraccs that happen to us. We fee the ill as in
a perfpective, and the good in little. Dd‘graccs aflic
#e when they happen and good fortune when it leaves
us, When I was in my houfe, I lived not at reft, be-
canfe I fancied ferving ; and now I am in fervice, I am
 continual fear of not pleafing. How meny fouls hath
Amurath fent ioto the other world to expe& the univer-
fal day of judgment! And how nany more will he fend
in this fiege of Babylon, whither he goes in perfon, car.
rying terror with him, and forces fufficlent to deftroy the
empire of the Perfiané |

He hath commanded me to obferve the altions of the
Chriftians with all poffible application and exalnefs, to
give information of them. He¢ will in doubtful affairs
have me to write to him my own judgment, and not that
of others. He will have me net to fhorten but extend
my explications ; that gothing tnay be left that will ad--
mit of a double interpretationy ‘and will rather have me
tedious than appear eloquent by the concifenefs of my
delmtions. He orders e to receive the adwices of Car-
goa, whe is at Vienna, and toinform Adenai the Jew,
who refides at Genoa, in what is neceffary, to the end
that all that paffes in Germany, Italy and France, may
be difpatched to the minifters of the Divan.

The fecretary of flate, as mafter of all that is written,
has orders to enrcgifter my letters, and examifie them.
He, according to his capricioufnefs, or ignovance, may
yender the exalnefs wherewith I obey criminal, by faying,
.1 am a fool, or do not write the truth.”  This regifter-
ing puts me in pain ; for as many mean things may ap-
pear very good at firft fight, and are offen commended
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becande of their novelty ; fo they may appear alfo very
defpicable when they come to be examined, and may de-
ferve a check.

I tell thee what I have reafon to fear, withoat telhng
thee thofe things which might raife a belief in thee that
'I have reafon to hope.

Our fovereigns are mighty, and they diftinguith them-
felves from. all the potentates of the world, by the impe.
tuoufnefs wherewith they give their orders : and there is
no empire where punithments and rewards work fo great
effe@s. Thou knowe§ the reft, which is fuperfluous to
tell thee, and which princes do not willingly hear.

Explain to me better the news I heard of Muffuladdin
Aga, of an adtion of juftice of old Berber.

He writ to me, that a creditor to whom he owed fora
fhirt, being dead, he had put the price into the deceafed’s
hand, and went his ways. This new way of paying debte
feems very extraordinary to me. There is an author,
whether Greel or Latin, I have forgot, which tells ano-
ther adventure, not unlike this, of a man, who, not find-
ing his fhoemaker alive, threw the price of the fhoes he
had made him into his fhop. If thefe ations be not
done for oftentation, they feem virtuous; but if out of
vanity, I cannot believe that our negligence to pay our
creditors, whilft alive, can be exeufed by the care we tgkc
to pay them after their death.

The dead want nothing in the other world ; they ar¢
living that have need of fupplies in this, and ‘who fuffer
fometinies very much, when they are not punétually paid,
The ancients could never fufficiently delcribe the exeefs
which men committed by their paffions, and tlhe ‘moderng
do it as little, 'They are juft fometimes even to fuperfji.
tion, and fometimes unjult even to excefs. Sultan Mu-
Raphia’s charity for the poor was very great. He was

€5



58 LETTERS. WRITTEN BY , Vol. Li

not f{atisfied, according to the precepts of Pythagoras, to
give life to beafts; his fimplicity went yet farther, not
precedented by any prmce or faint ; he threw picces of
gold to the fithes, in ponds and rivers, alleging for his
reafon, that the moft fecret alme were the moft agreeable
to God, and that thefe animals would never tell of it.

Thou wilt anfwer me when thou haft time and conve-
nience. God give thee the fuccour which is neceffary
for thee 3 and let our Great Prophet be always favourable
to thee.

Paris, 20th of the 4th‘Moon, of the Year 1638.

w
XX1.—70 the KaimacHAM,

Mz 1at letters how what happened in Italy, on the fide
of Piedmont, which thou may#t have feen at the Divan.

1 have informed the council what the infidels have
done there, where three different nations, which have but
one religion, fight together : The French make war upon
the Spaniards, to afift the Savoyards; and thefe latter
would drive the-other out of Italy, and reduce Savoy
under their power, which.does what it can to avoid the
yoke of both thefe nations.

B¢ isto be feared that .new troublel may arife from
this war; which will undeubtedly happen, if it be not
fuddenly terminated- by a peace. I will only write to
thee what I know, and perhaps what is not come to thy
knowledge, I will not repeat, what I have already writ-
ten, becanfe my letters pafs fecurcly, by the good order
which tiou haft taken.- .

/The different interefts of the prmces of Italy, occa-
fion fmall intelligence -betwixt them. As their eftates
are fcparated, the one from the other, fo they are divided

3
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by their maxims, their interefts, and pretenfions. They
have, however, but one religion, which they make to
ferve for a pretext to their defigns, which are all differ-
ent; and there is not one of them which _wholly minds
his religion, which can have but one only end.

There are few that can fuffer the conquefts of the
French in Italy, becaufe that nation feems reftlefs, and
men would not fee the Spaniards more powerful than
they are, becaufe they play too much the mafters. But,
however, as the lealt of thefe princes have their particu-
lar inclinations and fecget interefts wih thefe two natiens;.
thou art ignorant of thofe of the republic of Genoa with
the Spapiards, with whom they have ftrong alliances :
But pcradventure thou haft not been informed of a con-
fpiracy, which appears to have been carried on in that
city, to introduce the Spaniards into it, which the repu-
blic will in nowife fuffer.

The faid confpiracy is thus related ; The Marquis of
ontercy baving finithed the time of his goverament of
Naplea, and being embarked with fome galleys, for his
" return into Spain, came incoguito into Genos, having
had a confereace in 2 village neas the town with fome of
the confpirators, to render himfelf mafler of the pert,
and afterwards built asciadel upon the higheft. fide of the
Far,. Some of the moft quahﬁed were, to open one of the
gates by night, and receive the troops that fhould be dif-
barked out of the galleys. The Marquis of Leganez,,
governor of Milan, promifed to fend to Genoa a chain of
flaves, ftronger and more numerous than ordinary, which,,
inftead of confifting of condemned criminals, who was to
be compoled of the braveft officers of Milan ; and fome
nobles of the accomphcet. who were to-thare i the trea—
ty, were to receive the troops, and come apmed for the

effc&mg of the enterprife.
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After a delign fo well laid, the Spaniards were, ready
to execute {o hardy an undertaking ; when the republic,
bemg {uddenly advertifed of the plot, caufed it to mif-
citry, withont noife, by redoubling the guards, which
did not a little furprife the confpiratars.

€ardinal Richlieu’s creasures give .out, that ons Do-
wa, -called their prince, did' diffuade, or hinder the plot,
which was psofitable for Italy, but contrary to our in-
torells ; for thence undoubtedly had fprung a war, which
wauld never have had end, whether betwixt the fubjes
of this commonweaith, who wopld have ruined each
other, or Frauce and Spain; and thou wilt alfo find,
shat in preferring the liberty of their country, and keep-
ing the Spaniards at a diftance, they will maintain them-
felves flill in a condition advantageeus for the common-
wealth, and neceflary to the crown of Spain. .

They fay, that the conftancy of Doria hath acquired .
the honour of having twice faved the liberty of hiscoun-
try:

This. Doria is defeendeds ﬁom Andrew Doria, that
great captain who did % mauy brave aclions againft our
pation, commaading- the marizime armices.of Charles ¥,
Emperonof Germany ; and fince- thofe: of Philip IE his.
fon, King of Spain, and who. uﬁmmmbaud the iavia—
cible Aviaden. - -

fI:-ch not bielieve -hatAdvnm, whe was at Genoa, hath

wit this adventure to thee, cither Becaufe it may not be

true, ov becaufe the thing being very fearet, it was in a.
manner flifled as foon as difeswarcds

If thou wilt know the partionlas seafonings-made upon-
this ocedfton, B:will tell: thee : Fhat the moft adwifed
French believo, that the- Spanierds.did: attempt fo faiva
blow ; but that the- tawo. parsies in the city, the one to
preferve their liberty, and the other to maintain their
authority, did bath avoid the conclufien..
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The.difcourfe is at prefent various concerning this re-
public ; and the French do as much endeavour to miake
fecret treaties with it, as the Spaniarda to hinder its change
of mafters ; it being always of great advantage to fuch.
who have pretences in Ftaly to be in good cerrefpondence
with this place, which may be termed the priacipal port.

The French make a great noife with their pretences
upon Genoa; and they at prefent revive mauy ancient
hiftorie¢ They affirm, that the Genoefe, when they
had differences amongft themfelves, have oftentimes chang-
ed their laws and their nafters ; and that they have been
fubje@ted to ftrange powers: that two Charles’s, one
Lewis, and Francis I. all kings of France, have taken
them into their protection, having alfo {ubdeed them by
force of arms. They add, that this Francis k. continued
a great while to-fend them governiors ; -and that it was by
the valour and refolution of Doria, that this republic rece-
vered its firft liberty. g

"Fhefe are the difcourfes that people make at Paris, the .
entertainment of idle perfons, a9 alfo- of our politicians.
It will be a hard matter to tell what the king thinks,
and what are the fentiments of his councih ,

Confider in the mean thne, with what impudence pes-
ple difcourfe here ;*they prefume to deeide affairs of:
ftate ; they decide and accommodate differvnces ; they
fupport and- ruin commonweakhs atd kingdoms. - But.
this is no new thing, the people in alt times haviny takem
the liberty to cenfure the attions of fovereigns. .

It is not. for enjarging me letter, that I write thefe par-
ticulars of the hiftory of Genoa; but being an aneient:
natian, which hath formerly wearied.the courage® of the
Romans by their enterprifes and oppofition, and haw
perfopmed upon our feas great and noble aioms: The
Ofpans have heg therefore in confideration ; and the ra-
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ther becaufe we poffefs many countries, and configlerable
places that were under their dominion in Afia Minor,
upon the Black Sea, and in the Archipelago.

* I fhall ever recommend all thy words and ections to
Almighty God, and pray him to hinder thee from fall-
ing into crror, and to profper all thy undertakings.

Paris, 24th of the yth Moon, of the Year 1638.

M
XXII.-—-Ta bhe fame.

Hlnnv of Bourbon, firft prince of the blood of France,
_marching by Bourdeaux, came upon the frontiers of
Spain, where he befieged Fontarabia, ftrongly feated up-
on the brink of the ocean. His army 13 made up of twelve
thoufand foot, and twelve hundred horfe. The twg nations
have had feveral encounters and fkirmithes, wherein the.
- lofs and gain have been equal on land.. -
But the Spanith affairs go fo il at fea, that thou wilt
wonder at the great lofles they received there. The
French have burnt two galleous upen the focks, that’
were making, and fix others entirely finithed, which had
not been yet at fea. They have farther taken eleven
great fhips, whereof fix were richly laden for the Indics ;.
befides the equipage and munitions of war ; with two old.
galleons that were of no great ufe. They farther tock a
prodigious number of casnons, which lay upon the fhore,.
100 whereof were brafs, all with the arms of Auftria.

If all this I write be true, as I vesily believe it is,
we may fay, that this prize, were there no more than
a hundred and fifty pieces of ordnance, was no mean pur-
chafe.

*I fay nothing of the great qmuty of artillery mqunt-
ed upon the thips and galleons, for fear of troubling thee
with the news of fo great a viGtory, wherein th..R‘cnch
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gained {p many veflels, and fuch great riches as will fufs
fice to equip a great fleet.

The prince befieges the place and prefles it ; but the
Spaniards defend themielves bravely, and puch bloog'
will be fhed there,

The prieft of Bourdeaux, which thefe infidels call the
archbifhop, was come thither with ﬁxty fail ; whereof
forty-two are men of war, and the reft attenders ; with
fome firefhips, filled with bituminous matter ; which in.
flames eafily, to burn the enemy’s fhips where they can
come at them ; fo that there is notling wanting in the
armies by fea or land. .

‘This Archbifhop of Bourdcaux makes more noife at
prefent than the pope; and it is credible that what he
has done, will gain him great favour with his king.

He has, with as much courage, invefted fourteen gal-
lies and four frigates, which came from the neighbouring
ports to the relief of Fontarabia, with three thoufand na-
tural Spaniards.

He fought fix hours together thh this new army, which
he entirely defeated, having burnt and funk all thefe fhips,
except one galley, which was ftranded and rendered ufe-
lefa. The Admiral of Spain, with eight hundred men,
was blown up; which was no fmall misfortune to the :
Spaniards, who loft -upun this occafion a great number
of foldiers and feashen : and it is believed they will nots
be able to appear before their enemics at fea this great .
while.

If fo many loffes fuffered by a party, are not advanta-
geéous to the Grand Signior, becaufe the other is grown
fo much the firenger thercby, he will however gain this
benefit by it, that the French and Spanith being both
enemigs to our nation and religion, out affairs will be if
greater fecurity, when of two enemics we. fee one fup.
preﬂ'edz
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The Freach publith by their joy and continual feaft-
ings, the advantage they receive from thefe fucceflcs.
And thefe infidels have reafon to rejoice, their vitory
having all the agreements poﬁible'w is indeed great, and
their lofs very inconfiderable.

They fay there were but twelve of the fhips of France
dilordered, and that they loft not above a hundred fea-
men, and very few officers. Here hath been made a
large relation of this victory 5 amd it is engraven in cop-
per, to the end it may be made public in all its particu-
Jars, and the memory of it -copferved to future ayes.
Since the Iofs of the armado, furnamed the Invincible,
which Philip II. fent into England, in the year 1588, to
make war upon 2 woman, we have not known that Spain
has fuffered fo great a lofe.

This is the only news I can ¢ell thee at prefent. So
many armies as are in continual adion, will furnifh matter
enough hereafter to divert thee, by reciting the follies of
thefe infidels, who feem to deftroy themfelves daily, and
ruin their affairs togrmfy us by their defeats, and meke

us triumph.
Paris, 17th of the §th-Moon, of the Year 1638,

MW
XXHE—ToAr1s, Bafa.

fr thou always followelt thy inclimation, and thy natue
ral honefty, thou wilt be ind¢fatigable in faithfully ferv-
ing the fultan, and thou wilt 'not be dverfe to hin that
efteems thee, and loves thiee.

Read what I write to thée, and”publith it when thou
halt read it, that the council tay know; that it is refolv-
ed at the diet held at Stoekholm, the refidence of the
King of Sweden, to continue the waragainft Auftria ;

«
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and thet the Duke of Weymar, and the General Ban-
mer, begin already/ to combat the Imperialits. Thou
wilt fee Spain and Germany attacked on fo many fides,
and by fuch powerful enemies, that it is credible there
may happen fuch va#t loffes to all thefe Chriftians, that
the truc believers will have ogcafion to rejoice, and to
hope yet the aggrandizing of the great and moft mighty
king of kings Sultan Amurath, mafter, and abfolute fo-
vereign of both feas, and vanquither of all nations.

This king hath fent an army ‘into Picardy, under the
command of Marfhal Chatillen, to béfiege St. Omer, a
very ftyong place in Artois, belonging to the Spaniards ;
feveral villages and towns of confideration being alrbady
burnt and pillaged.

The Mghful fave Mahmut falutes thee; gives thee a
friendly kifs, and wilhes thee all fort of profperity.

Paris, 24th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1638.

XXIV.~T0 the Kaimacuam.

Tae King of France hath fent forth another army. I
have nlready informed thee, that this prince hath already
three armies in three parts of Europe. There is one in-
Piedmont, commanded by Cardinal la Valette ; another,
whereof Prince Henry of Conde is generaliffimo, whith
they hope will quickly take Fontarabia; and enother
commanded by Mar[hal Chatillon, which befieges Saint
Omer.

The Duke of Longueville is at the head of the fourth,
which is entered into Burgundy, with defign to ruin the
French county, defended by Duke Charles of Lon'am,
one of the Emperor s generals. ’

8o many armies, and fo many captaios march acainft
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the Spaniards. This nation fufficiently manifefts her
force. She is attacked on all fides, and. reffits and de.
fends herfelf on all fides. ‘This vaft extent of countries,
which the Auftrians poffefs, though feparated from each
other, is the reafon that they are always employed in de-
fending themfelves ; but they will be eternally expofed to
lofs, without any appearance of gain.’

Thou knoweit that the true fecret of preferving union
amongft the good, is to entertain perpetual differences
amongft the bad ; and thou wilt fee, that all the adven-
tures of this country will rendep, us invincible. What I
tell thee is a true faying. The French at prefent are too
powerful, with fo many troops, fo many armics by fea
and land, which are feen in the provinces of their enemies,

The other Chriftians are in continual apprehenfions,
The ambafladors of princes, who refide in this town and
court, obferve with great diligence fo many extraordinary
things, but fay nothing; they do, like me, they write
and advertife their mafters.

X am afraid thou wilt take no pleafure in the relations
I make thee of the {uccefles of fo great a power; but I
ought to let thee know the truth. Affairs are carried on
here with much art. The minifters ferve with great fide-
lity, and are very fecret. Cardinal Richlieu hath an en-
tire afcendant over the king’s fpirit ; and tc fay truth, is
a perfon of great merit. ‘They fay he afpires to true glo-
1y, and will place the crown which Charlemagne wore, as
emperor of the weft, upon his maflér’s head. If the good
fortune of France marches always at this rate, the misfor=
tunes of its enemies muft be exceflive. |

Theé manifold wars which thise monarch undertakes,
and Richlieu counfels him, do in the mean time make the
people (who bear the burden, by the taxes which thly are
forced to pay), murmur ; befides their ggief for the lofs of
their parents and friends flain in thefe wars. &’
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The cardinal fears peace, and apprehends his enemics
may deﬂn}y him, if they have leifure to cabal againft him.
Thus he finds his intereft in the war, and the armies fup.
port his authority. - )

I cannot yet make any certain judgment of him, nor
have a perfect knowledge of his manners, no more than
of the extent of his genius, becaufe the man hides many
things during his life with a drefs, which will be difcoyer-
ed when he dies. 'We cannot fec which are his good in.
clinations, and it is not eafy to penetrate into a difcovery
of the vices which he is énclined to, ° -

In few words, he has much contributed to the peace
of France, divided by diverfity of religion. He hath
fuccoured Italy, and manifefted there the power of the
king his fovereign ; has weakened the empire of Ger-
many, by the war he hath carried into herbofom by the
joint forces of the princes of the north, and them of
France at once ; and no lefs weakened the power of the
king of Spain.

++ Thou that knoweft every thing that paffes, and haft
intelligence from all parts of the world, cantt truly judge
of affairs ; which makes thee know and forelee all that
may prejudice the formidable empire of the Muffulmans.

Paris, 20th of the 7th Mobn, of the Year 1638.

XXV.—T0 the Kaimacuanm.

Arivisin peace here, the war being carried on abroad.
The court continues to make vows for the queen’s health
and happy delivery. They feem not fo much concerned
for the king’s welfare as the queen’s ; every body being
perfudded that the happinefs of France depends on her
fafeedelivery, o -
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I writ to Chirurgi Muhamet, that he fhould mention
the queen’s being with child as a doubtful ‘thing, and
which might vanith ; but at prefent it s moflt certain ;

" for the will fhortly be brought-to-bed. She livesin great
repofe for fear of hurting heclelf; fae fcarce firs out of
her bed.chamber, and every body endeavours to pleafe her.

There is news from Provence, of the aretting of a
king’s fon by that ggvernor. 'The prifoner is brother to
Uladiflaus king of Poland,

It is faid that the King of Spain had made Piince Ca-
fimir vicgroy of Pdrtugal, in recompeace of the troops of
coflacks he had formerly raifed to defend the county of
Burguady. They add,.that being embarked at Genoa,
upon one of the gallies of that republic, for Spain, to
take pofleffion of the.faid charge, with a fmall train of
domefticy, and count Konickpolfki; who called himfelf
Uladiflaus’s ambaffador, with the Marquis of Gonzague,
his kinfman, being arrived in Provence, and vifiting with
care all the ports and fortrefles,, this gave no fmall caufe
of fufpicion to the French. He faid four days private-
ly in Marfeillcs; but his galley was arrefted at Bouc, the
lat port of France, by orders of the king.

It is not yet known what obliged France to make a
perfon of his quality prifoner, having nothing to do with
Poland ; and King Louis XIIT. having no particular
pique againft Prince Cafimir : But the fecrets of flate be.
ing only known to them that govern kingdoms, I pre.
tend to penctrate no farther, but content myfeif to write
what they do, and what they fay. Thou, who in the
abfence of the Vifier Azem, ait the glory of his high-
nefs’s council, art beft able to difcover the reafon of fo
¢xtraordinary a novelty.

The moft knowing perfons at court fay, this pﬂ‘foner
will fuddenly be fet at liberty; and that haviug no avar
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that mayqauthorife his detention, it would be unjuft to
detain him}

The event will teach me, who am ignarant, and them
that would divine, that which perhaps nobody knows at
prefent. May it pleafe the great God, mafter and fove-
reign moderator of all things, that the intelligences and
guefles which I give, may always be profitable and agree.
able; and that thy life may be of eternal duration, for
the happinefs of our great emperor and his empire.

Thou thalt fuddenly know whether Prince Cafimir be
retained longer in prifon, or fet at liberty, I wonld that
King Uladiflaus were in the fame misfortune in the bandg
of the janizaries ; and that he, as well as his kingdom,
were flaves to the invincible Sultan, king ef kinge; to
whofe power may it pleafe the Divine Goodnefs, and the
wifeft of his prophets, to fubje&t all the-countrieg of the
infidels, and then to place him with his wives and all the
prophets in his paradife.

Paris, aoth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1633,

XXVI1.—T0o the Kaimacuaw.

Havina given thee an accoust of the imprifonment of
Cafimir, I will relate to thee the voyage of King Uladi-
flaus, his brother,. who is gone a progrcfs into Hungary
and Germany.

The news here is, that the ng nf Poland was gone
to make avifit to the King of Hungary ; who, to do
him honour, fent the chief of his nobles to reccive him
upon the confines of Moravia. ’

They write alfo, that Archduke Leopold went from

"Vienndto meet him : they embraced like brethren ; and
returged together,with the Queen of Poland and her
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fifter back to court. It is added, that the people receiv-
ed this company with great acclammations; with the
noife of the cannon, and all the fmall fhot of the city.

The day following, having dined in the Imperial pa-
lace, they went together to Luxemburgh to vifit the Em-
prefs Eleanor, widow to the late emperor of Germany.

If Carcoa hath not infornied thee of thefe particulars,
thou wilt receive them from Mahmut, who watches in-
ceflantly to give true intelligence, and penetrate as much
as may be, into all that occurs and is done in this great
court, which gives motion to allythe courts of Europe.

Reprove me if I do not well, and punith me if the
emperor be not well ferved, and thou fatisfied.

" Paris, z5th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 2638.

___

=

XXVIL.—70 Kerker Hassax, Bafal

Do not accufe me of being ill-advifed or negligent, if
T write to thee things that thou knoweft already. Iam
only careful in telling thce what happens here, and my
bufinefs is not to inquire whether thou art better inform-
¢d another way, When I am ordered to write all that
comes to my knowledge, I dé my duty in doing it, and
I ought not to be reprehended for it.

I am told that the Sultan is gone with an army, more
numerous than all the leaves on the trees, to deftroy the
Red-Heads*, and conquer Babylon ; I koow that the
mufti, the grand vifier, and all the grandees of the divan
followed him ; but I am ignorant of what he did in his
firft expedition when he took Revan.

. An old Englith merchant, who comes from Ifpahan,
and has ferved in the army of the faithful muffidmans,
¢ Perfians, .
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pafled tll\n ay in his return to England. He hath been
an eye-witnefs of the great adtions of Amurath. He
fays, that this mighty emperor, after his taking of Revan,
left twelve thoufand foldiers in garrifon there ;. with two
hundred thoufand crowas in filver, befides copper money,
to pay them.

He feith alfo, that our mighty monarch, being wearied
to fee fo much blood of the faithful, yea, of the heretic
muffulmans, fpilled, he had fent the King of Perfia a chal-
lenge, offering to fight fingly in duel mth him ; but he
would not accept of his defy.

He tells how Amaurath being fallen into the water, ip
pafling the river Haret, was in great hazard of being
laid up in expeQation of the lat judgment-day in the
other world, had it not been for a young lufty Solack,
who took him by the arm, and dragged him out; of the
river. This accident was the prelude of a great good for-
tune, which happenad to this mighty prince upon the
bank of another river, called Mako, where he had the
news of the birth of a fon, born to him in the feraglio at
Conﬁantmople, whom they call Alaaddin ; whofe nativity
hath been celebrated with infinite demonftrations of joy.

This Englifhman tells us farther, that Amurath has
taken Tauris, and appeased publicly there with all the
marks of a formidable power ; that he had deftroyed the
King of Perfia’s feraglio, burnt the public markets, and
caufed a million of fine trees, which renders the lofs irre-
parable, to be cut down. -

Let me know, when thou art at leifure, whether this
news be true, and do me the favour to tell me our great
emperor’s fuccefs in the expedition of Babylon The po-
liticians here attend the news of it with much i nnpatxence. .
-It is allowed that Amurath is the moft potent of all prin-
" ces, the ftrongeft pan alive, and thiat only he can vanquith
and ruin ghekings of the carth,
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Two fliangers of different nations, and bothe of royal
blood, are dead in this city, The one is Doa Chriftopher,
fon of Don Antonio, King of Portugat ; who, after he

* had lived fixty-fix years, without ever attaining the crown
of his father, died in a convent of dervifes, called Corde-
liers, where he was buried, in the fame place where his
father’s brother had been formerly.

The other ftranger was galled Zaga Chriftos, who was
the legitimate fucceflor of the kingdom of Ethiopia; a
young man of twenty-five years, fon to the Emprefe Na-
zarenne, widow of Jacob, Emperor of the Abyflines,
who died in a village near Paris, He quitted his king-
dom, as thou knoweft, forced by civil wars, and arrived
in France in the year 1635 of the hegira of the Chrif-
tians, After many adventures he compofed the Hiftory
of his Travels, which he performed with treubles and
incommedities which feemed infupportable.

What has he not fuffered in traverfing many kingdoms,
Anrnbia the Defart,” Egypt, Afia Minor, and Jerufalem,
where he ran the hazard of being arrefted by the Baffa
that refides there, whom he efcaped, by retiring by night
to Nazareth, amongft the Chriftian dervifes, where he con-
cealed himfelf five moons.

He faid here, that an eunuch of the Baffa of Cairo,
had much folicited him to forfake the Chriftian religion,
to which he would never confent ; and refufed to go to
Canftentjnople to humble himfelf by proftrating his face
in the duft of the Grand Signior’s feet ; although the
bafla extremely preffed him to it, with very advantageous
offers.

This king has doge much honour to the manes of the
dead prince, whilft perhaps he fuffers everlafting torments ;
which neither thou nor I fhall fuffesy if we alwas live
like faithful muffulmans, according to the precepts qf the
law, ordained by Mahomet, and written in gxc )Alcoran.
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’
thalkgladly hear that thy life is fafe, and my friend-
thip agrecable to thee.

Paris, 20th of the 8th Moon, of the Year x638. .

b 4

g ————— e v———
XXVIII.—To the Kaimacnam.

T uar which hath been fo long expefled, is at length
happened : The queen is brought-to-bed of a dauphin §
the king is a father, the kingdom feems to defire nothing
more, and the people witnefs their joy by a thoufand dxf-
fevent feftivitics.

The men, the women, the children and the aged, run
through the ftreets as at bacchanals.

They re’oice with their friends, they go to church, and
thank God, as if 2 Mefliah had been born to them,

All the pricfts praife God in their temples for fuch a
prefent ; and the monks, not fo content, deafen the people
with the noife of their bells, and do more than the drums

«and trumpets of the foldiers, and all the cannon of the
citadel and arfenal. I did in company of others, what I
fhould not have dared to perform if I had been alone, or
had not been obferved.

- Thofe who affirmed the queen would be brought-to-
bed of a fon, pretend now they had been advertifed by
fome divine revelation, and will pafs for prophets; and
amongf thefe there are many religions. Obferve how far
their fuperftition exténds, o

The court has difpatched many exprefles into all the
provinces of France, and others have been fent to g}l the
ambafladors, to give notice of this birth to their refpective
princes.

A frictt, who is a bithop, hath baptized this child withe
eut any ceremony,sin prefence of the Chancellor of France,

Vo fp S »
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the princes, princefles, and grandees of the kingdom ; the
further folemnity being referved for another tinle.

The king commanded Te Deum to be publicly fung, be-

"ing the hymn which is ufual to all Chriftians, to thank
God for extraordinary fuccefles.

Nothing is feen in the fireets of Paris but bonefires,
and fountains of wine, which run day and night.

The people teftify their joy ; and the fires are fo great
on all fides, that it looks as if the city were to be redu-
ced to athes,

Amongft fo mafly fubjects of joy, the king has where-
with to afliét him, having been for fome days tormented
with a violent tertian ague ; and it cannot be but he muft
have his {pirits agitated with fo many wars at once. He
bas armies againft Spain, in Flanders, Italy, Burgundy,
and the empire in-Germany ; without mentioning his
naval forces, and the defigns and pretenfions which he
doth not yet declare. Thou mayeft be confident that
leagues will be formed againft him, and confpiracies
agaioft his ftate. The great ones of the kingdom are’
not afleep ; having long fince had defigns to humble the
favourites and, minifters, whofe deportments difpleafed
them, and to make themfelves mafters of affairs and the
government.

I have a piece of news to tell thee; but receive it
as coming from a woman, not Mahmut. I feldom fend
that for affured, which in appearance is not truth, What
I am going to fay will undoubtedly feem ridiculous.

The women give out that the dauphin has teeth, and
the nurfes will witnefs it, Thofe who eafily believe won.
ders, publith this as a moft certain truth. The people

who add faith to the moft incredible thmgs, raife ftories
uppn this, and are full of pretended auguries. 3.
Bug there being no law that obliges us to belicve that
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which we/find incredible, thou mayeft therefore receive
this newsks thou pleafeft, and look upon it as ufelefs, and
excufe-me.

They give the king tlie title of Saint, which they add
to that of Juft, becaufe of his great piety, in devoting
his fon, before he was born, to the Virgin (which the
Chriftians fay is the mother of their Meffiah), with his
kingdom, people, and perfon, which he hath put under
the protetion of the mother of his God ; which he has
made appear by prayers, proceflions, and extraordinary
alms, T e

This ceremony is ordinary enough with thefe infidels ;
who, by an inexcufable idolatry, devete their towns, and
dedicate their temples to men that are dead, whom they
call faints ; worfhipping themn afterwards upon their al-
tars, and invoking them in their diftrefs.

I bave nothing more at prefent to write to thee:
God give thee always the grace to be juft to thyfelf and
others.

< «Paris, 16th of the gth Moon, of the Year 16383.

XXIX.—70 the Captain Bassa.

Tue birth of the Dauphin of France happened this
month, whereof I forthwith advertifed the Kaimacham, I
find myfelf in a great city where they feaft continually,
to teftify the love they have for the king, the queen; the
young prince, and the ftate,

Joy {preads equally ; the moft miferable, to whom for-
tune has given nothing but tears, do now divert them-
felves,

Theavomen rejoice yet moft ; and it feems this ad-

* venture' regards them principally. There is not onc of
D2
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them that would not lie-n ; all the maids woul(} be mo-
thers, and the moft advanced in years do not* now de-
fpair,

It feems here, that God only hears the prayers of the
French ; for they believe the qucen had never been with
child, if the people were not holy. Thus all believe,
that they owe it to a miracle of heaven, not of nature,
that the child is born, and for that reafon he is called Given
of God.

If this be fo, thou mult conclude this prince will be
very great, and muth to be redoybted, who hath God for
his father, and is heir of a great kingdom. To fay the
truth, France was never fo flourifhing, befides the gieat
armies they entertain by fea and land.

But that which appears moft important to me is, their
vanquithing the Hugonots, and defeating the rebels.
The birth of a fucceflor does much heighten thefe ad-
vantages, and caufes a great happinefs to this kingdom.
I have my fhare in the feafting, being obliged to do as
others : For to what purpofe fhould I appear afflicted ?

Before I relate to thee a bloody combat of galleys,
which was fought i the fea of Genoa, I will inform
thee of a ludicrous one in that of Marfeilles, which re-
fembled thefe fpe@acles the ancient Romans exhibited
with fo much pomp and magnificence, called Nauma-
chies.

The Count of Alais, gaovernor of Provence, caufed
four galleys, two ageinft two, to combat, firft with can-
non, and afterwards with fmall fhot § and laftly, to board
with fwords and pikes, which was a fatal prefage for two
nations, who ran in fearch of each other throtgh all the

.occan, and exhibited a fad fpe@acle by battles, where a
nutmber of valiant men were feen to perith. »

Fiveeand-taventy Sparith galleys appgared on the coafts
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of Province, where it was faid they were come to fjr-
prife fome maritime place. But the Count of Harcourt,
general of the armies of the Levant for the king, have
ing given them chace, fome of them retired to the coafts
of Genoa, where they were attacked by a like number
of thofc of France, which had ftill followed them fince
they were feen before Marfeilles,

It was the firt of this moon that they fought. Ne-
ver appeared more valour ; never was a combat more ter-
rible 5 and it is fcarce conceivable what blood was fhed.
Thou who art a great cfptain, and excellent feaman, may-
eft eafily gucfs. .

Thefe thirty galleys having begun their combat with
their cannon and muﬂcete, the fea was in a httle time
coloured with bloo@, and covered with dead bodies. Each
galley having, ﬁnglcd out his encmy, the fight was the
more bloody and obihuue. It is faid this.battle was feen
from the walls and t.ops of houfes in Genoa, which wege

crowded with fpe@ators, and looked on with the fame
‘concern as if they had fought for the empire of Italy.

The victory coft much blood ; which the French pre-
tended to, feeing they took {ix gallcys from their ene-
mies, among{‘t which was, the Royal Patron of Spain, the
Captain, and the Patron of Sicily, with eight hundred
prifoners ; having them{elves lofwbut three galleys, which -
were taken by the Spanjards. The following night there
arofe fo vxolent a tempeﬂ:, that the fea had well nigh
fwallowed the victorious and the vanquithed. The French
loft the Royal Patron of. Spain, which breaking loofe,
retired into a little port of the river of Genoa, where the
inhabitants of Arenzano fcizing it, reftored it to the Spa-
niardg, which, they fay here, the French will not fail td
revenge.

Ieam perfuadel that all I write to thee is true, becaufe

D3
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T have it from difintercfted hands, and fuch as Enow the
truth of what paffes.

They add only, that the gallcys of Spain having more
faves and oldiers, the vi€tory of the-French was by fo
much the more glorious , and they affirm that the other
bad two thoufand foot extraordinary, defigned for Milan.

God give thee always vitory over thy enemies, and
make thee feared of all the world.

Paris, 24th of the gth Moon, of the Year 1638.‘

. * ]

XXX —To the fame. ;
Tu:«:r do here fo highly magnify their fuccefles, as alflo
thofe of the allics of the crown of France, that I knoew
not what to believe, thefe exaggerations being fo contrary
to the glory of the Ofmans. Having given thee an account '
of the fight betwixt the galleys of ‘France and Spain, I
will at prefent inform, thee of the advantage, they fay,
the galleys of Malta have had.

They affirm, that this fquadron has defeated a very
great galley of the Baffa of Tripoli, laden with gredt
ftore of rich merchandife. We know well, that this
veffel and her lading are of good value ; but not, fo great
28 the infidels publih. “They fay farther, that they took
upon the coaft of Calabria two'great veffcls, and a poh-
g, commanded by Bicoce, admiral of Tiigoli, who i
a repegado of Marfeilles. They fay ﬂmfb h!ln-
dred Turks, three handred and fifty pﬁ
fifty Chriftian flaves fet at liberty, 1f what dicy fay .
true, there were alfo-a great many brafs cannon in thele
ﬂt:ps They confefs, that the general of thefe gulleys
did all that was to be expefted from a valiant man, al-
though he had the gout ; and that they loft byt eight
knights,
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" Thou\who knoweft the truth of this adventyre, PY-
nith fo great a lie. It is true, that the Chriftians have
taken the veffels in qucftion ; but it is not true that their,
advantage hath been fo great as they make it, fecing
there were no brafs cannon, but a few Chriftians deliver-
ed; and they having loft much more than they acknow-
ledge. .

Thou art valiant, thy employment gives thee the co:
mand of the fea ; root out of the world this little neft of
obftinate pirates, who breathe but Ry the goodnefs of
Amurath, whofe clemeficy hindecs their deftruétion.

Paris, 4th of the 1oth Moon, of the Year 1638. !

BOOK IL
LETTER L—T70 the Captain Basea.

W iy wilt thou be more cruel than a ferpent, and give
me poifon, when I fend thee fo good antidotes, to pre-
ferve thee from the mifchicfs with which thou mayeft be
overwhelmed ¢ If thou beeft not fatisfied with my friend-
thip, be at leaft wife with the fincerity wherewith I have
given my advice. Thy proceeding, I muft confefs, makes
me repent I did not take another courfe: I fhould there-
by, in all probability, have put a ftop to all thy ill prac-
tices, Had I made known to the Grand Vifier what I
wrote to thee from Vienna, I fhould have received thanke
for my care and diligence, and thy chaftifement might
have been of good example : But I tell thee plainly now,
that I, fhall be obliged to accufe thee of treafon, in cafe’
thou continueft thy commerce with the Emperor of Ger-
many’s fecretary. ~

D4
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. What interpretation wouldft thou have me /give the
corrcfpondence thou holdeft with this mxmﬁcr, when I
_difcover that he fends thee continually prefents, and re-
“ceives the fame from thee: Be perfuaded, every time
thou appeareft favourable to the Chriftians, that the plea-
fures thou doft them render thee criminal to the mufful-
mans ; for, in fine, what is the meaning of thofe Per-
fian horfes, thofe Hungarian flaves, which thou fenteft,
and that quantity of maguificent vefts which thou pre-
fentedft to thy friend 2 What wouldft thou have a man
think of that filver Hercules, and cloak enriched with
pearls, which one of the faithful receivee from an enemy
of our holy law ? It fignifics nothing to anfwer my let-
ters with paffion and raging : Go to the tribunal, where
thefe kind of queftions are to be decided ; the judge will
tell thee whether fuch a commerce is lawful even in times
of peace. Thou much exaggerateft the abligations thou
haft to thy friend at Vienna, becaufe he ufed thee well
when thou Wert his prifoner 6f wiirs “To this it'is eafy to
anfwer, That_if he bebaved himfelf like a gentlemdn, -
thou oughteﬂ to imitate him like a good Mahometan.
Should he happen to be thy pnfmer, take then thy re.
venge, and e;:deayour %0 requite him.

, Again, {uppafing it fhould be difcovered, that this thy
friend has prefented thee with this famous cypher, com-
pofed with fuch ipgeouity, t that it may be fitly called
Art’s Mafter-piece, what. opipiop can the muffulmans
have of thy fidelity ? It is known, with what application
thou ufeft it to write into Germany, and to decypher the
anfwers which thou receiveft. Are ‘not-thefe fufficient
ﬁgna to fhow, that the difpatches thou writeft, and their
anfwers, are like the Trojag horfe, coucealmg abo‘mable
and dangerous myfteries ? Be perfuaded, that I had not
writ to thee from Germany the letter w?:ch has fo great-
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ly offendgd thee, on fimple conjetures. The fecretary
thy friend faid one day, he muft be a witch or a dévil
that can difcover the artifice of thefe charafters 5 that air,
Italian, who was condemned to perpetual jmp¥ifonment,
had wrought twenty years to meliorate this art, and had
brought it to fuch great perfe€tion, that he never faw
any body that could underftand his letters with the key
itfelf, which he gave them. It is faid that this jnvention
is wholly new ; and tLe more admirable, that a letter of
an ordinary ftyle, of domeltic affairs, of lnve 2nd compli-
ments, may contain fecr®ts of the greateft importance,’
without ufing equivocal expreffions, particular charalers;
figures, fuppofed names, hieroglyphies, juice of herbs, or
liquors ; it being impoflible ever to difcover what onc de-
figns to hide. He adds, that one may write in Turkith,
Arabian, French or Italian, and conceal a fecret written
in any tangue whatever.
* Thy friend carries it yet farther, and fays, he ecould
make ufe of verfes to decypher profe : And this audaci-
~\s man aflirmed one day in the ¢mperor’s antichamber,
that he would put into French this horrible blafphemy,
¢ The tyrant Amurath will foon die 3> which is found
in the following verfes of an Italian poet, ‘whereof he
immediatcly made a proof ¥ and thefe are the Italian ver

fes:
Giace I'Alta Cartago, a pena i Segni
Dé I'alte fire ruine sllido ferba
Muiono le citta, muiono i Regni
Cuope i fufti, ¢ le pompe arend ¢t herba
Et I'huom di effer mortal parche fi
O noftra mente cupida, et fuperba {degni.

If it appears that I am too fharp againft thee, I will
receive diif €orfes without reply : But if thou knoweft I
Jhave had jiit reafoms to write to thee as I have done,
why age thy ssfwefo fo full of injury # Think better on

D5
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thy intereft, and be always faithful, if thou injendeft *a

long life. ° .
Paris, 4th of the 1oth Moon, of the Year 1638.

= : =

II--"-TD tb‘jbme- ’ ;

T ax fmall fuccefs which we always meet with at fea,
obliges me to entertain thee thereon. I fhall take no no-
tice of this to thg other grandees of the Porte, no not
to the Xaimacham, to whom I®have not written thefe
.three pofts. If thou haft received my two laft letters,
thou oughteft to be fatisfied with’the care which the
faithful Mahmut takes to give thee found advice. Con-
fider well all the ciscumftances which are related here
concerning the fca affairs.

The lofs of fo many galleys, great fhips, and other

veffels, made this year by the friends of the ethpire, the'
true faithful, do much leffen the reputation'of the Ot-
toman greatnefs. S

The difconrfes made hereon by the Chriftians, are fo
many inveQives againft the honour of Amarath, againft
,thine, and that of our nation. Ifit be by a decree of hea-
veh, that thefe Venetian pirates have taken this year all
the galleys of Afric, we muft then conclude that God
is offended with us, and does not hear our prayers. For
my part, I belicve it ; but I fhould not be a good muf-
fulman fhould I pretend to underfand thq fccretn of Pro-
vidence.

They write from Marfcilles, that the Peopie of Tunis,
Bizerte, and Algiers, are greatly dlfmyed at the lofs of
their fifteen galleys, which General Capello has taken
from them this year. 'Thou knowefthow the Bfinefs has’,
happened ; the infraion of the treafy is manifeft &0 all”
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the world! as well as the infultings over the fortrefs of
the Grand Signior. . I cannot imagine what excufes the
fenators of this republic can make for what their admi--
ral has mahcxonﬂy done againft us, when they-fhall be
obliged fo give an account of their ations at the fect of
Amirath. I fpeak to thee with all poffible humility,
and thou ncedeft not doubt but I fpeak with zeal. I be-
lieve it is time for thee to oppofe and put a ftop, not
only to te piracies of thefe people, but the incurfions
and continual enterprifes of the corfairs of Malta, and fo
many veflels which infeftgour feas, under the banner of
the Duke of Tufcany, and other infidel princes. Thoux
oughteft to fuccour thofe people which.are friends and
tributaries to the Porte, whofe affiftance thou haft often
advantageoufly ufed ; neither doft thou want means for
this, having at thy difpofal the terrible forces entrufted
to tace by Amurath ; and, with thefe, the magnanimous
courage given to thee by nature,

The Chriftians have vowed to pierce this year into the

«Sofphorus, and put all to fire and fword. Above fixty
French knights are determined for Malta, to join them-
felves with their comrades, to cruize our feas with them.
And'thou knoweit the refolution and courage of this rmh—
tia, and the progrefs they‘every day make.

Believe what Mahmut tells thee. Thou hafl two feas,
to keep, and, if it be true, thou haft made Ali.Piccinino
to come from Afric with fo many galleys, defigned to
the keeping of the coafts of Barbary. It is not to be
doubted but the Divine Providence has ordered it (con-
cerning fo greagly Amurath’s honour) that the guilty be
purfued, fo that not one of them may efeape his Venge-
ance. '

All“people fay here, that Piccinino has loft his army.
for want of goof condut. However, here are great

‘D 6
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rejoicings at dur loffes ; and, if poffible, mort in Italy,
where they feel the advantage of o confiderable a prize
at the fame time, together with the honour of the vito-
ry, and where we are hated more than in any place elfe
befides. 1 befeech Gad to chaftife thefe peopl!‘ by thy
hand ; and that the edge of thy cymetar, in giving death
to our enemies, may put an end to flander and flan.
derm.

Here is an impudent fellow, who reports he has feen
thee feveral times at Conftantinople. He with great
confidence affirms] the Chriftiap corfaire will bring thee
one day, laden with chains, into the arfenal of Venice
or that of Mata, He grounds. bis prediftion on that
thop art, fays he, furious when thou commandeft ; and
that being too forward, thou canft not obey the orders
given thee. . He adds, that tohacco, love of boys, wine
and wgmen, drive thee twice a-day into a condition un.
capable of exercifing thy reafon. He moreover fays,
thou wantelt courage in a land-fight, neither art well
fkilled in fea combats. I would not write thefe-fooleties
tothee, were I not perfuaded that they really. are fo,
and that thou wanteft ncither courage nor experience, I
am moreover perfuaded of the malignity of thy accufers,
touching the debaucheries I mentioned j and it appears
tg me more pertifient to write thee this, than to the
Grand Vifier ; though I muft confefs I am “cujoined to
inform the mijnilters of the Porte of whatever I hear
without any referve, | |

It js-faid, that ag to what concerns the :epubhc of Ve
nice, and Capelloy: who commands its navy, that this ge-
ueral will bg punified for doing too well 3, that this puif-
{ant ftate will be humbled to the kiffing the flirrup of
“our great Emperor's horfey byt it will juflify-the law.
fulnefs of the vrize which this general'made, as being no
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\breach ©f the treaty with the Sublime Poite, whence
come the ordeis by which the world is to be governed ;
and that, in fine, the.pirates of Afric are not compre.
hended in the treaties of peace made with his Highnefs:

And it is moreover alleged, that fhould this republic
be obliged to reftore thefe galleys which fhe has taken,
it will appear they have been loft through feveral acci-
dents.

All Chriftendom is perfuaded there is no republic in
the world governed with greater prudgnce ; which will
make her avoid all occgfions of differfnce with the Porte,
and feek all ways of reconcilement with Amurath, to
prevent a war which cannpt be for her intereft,

I happened into a company of difcrect perfons, who
blame Ali Piccinino’s condu®, and attribute his misfortune
to his want of /kill, and to his ralhnefs. They affirm,
that had he had the courage of a true foldicr, he would
have behaved himfelf, not only in the Archipelago, but
in the Adriatic {ea, like a captain, and not like a thief;

yand that God has given him this mortification as a pu-
nifiment for the cruelty he fhewed to the innocent ve-
flals whom he made f{laves at Calabria, together with a
great multitude of old men and children ; which was an
act nowife fuitable to @:brave commander, And this js
the difcourfe caufed by the hatred to our nation, and.
efpecially to Al

The great God, Sovereign Moderator of all things,
keep thee in perfeét judgment, and make thy valour 1c.
nowned, and thy glory proclaimed in all places culight.
ened by the bpams of the fun,

Paris, Gth of the r1th Moon, of the Year 1638,
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) I11.—To0 the fame. !
I “/ROTE to thee yefterday, what the fenfe of the world
” was of thee ; and [ wnite to thee this day what mine is.

Although thou afkeft not my advice, yet I il gire
thee fuch as, perhaps, thou wilt approve of, and may be
ufeful to thee in due feafon.

Whlt thou be revenged of the Venetians, and all the
Chriftians at once ? Pafs over into the Adriatic feas with
twenty fmall galleys ; draw near at night to the fhore at
Ancona ; and before the fun be wp, ranfack the famous
place of Loretto ; thon mayeft carry away thence as great
booty, as ever the confuls and Roman empeiors did clfe-
where.

Couldeft thou conceive the immenfe riches fhut up in
a little chamber (where the Chriftiaris affirm, that a vir-
gin received an ambaffador from heaven, under the form
of an angel ; after whofe words fhe found fhe had con-
ceived the Meffias, whom the Chriftians worfliip) thow
wouldeft not defer the executing of what Mahmut coun-
fcls thee.

1t is reported in this kingdom, as if Piccinino had fuch
& defign, Why did not this brave fpark then execute
what he had fo wcll contrived ? When he was in Afric,
he was to ravage all Italy; and he had no fooner come
on thofe coafts, but he loft all the true African courage.
He let himfelf be taken prifoner; he fuffered a mighty
flect to be loft, and the fhamefulnefs of his defeat will
for ever blaft his name.

If Amurath returns a conqueror of Babylos, which
1s very llkcly to happen, and thou takeft Loretto; it may
be faid, that the Ottoman empire is arrived at its full
height, Loretto being the Meeca of the Chriftians. *

There is no fealon wherein one fees hot arrive an in-
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Knite nuimber of pilgrims from all parts, who comg to
offer there their devotions, with the fame zeal as the faith-
ful go and pray at the tomb of our holy prophet ;

* they often join with their prayers, offerings«of confide
able value. A fmall number of priefts of the Roman
church have fuch treafures there in their keeping, as can-
not be fully valued : Veffels of both gold and filver, with
veftures, and ornaments, and precious ftones, which ferve
to f¢ét forth thiy temple, the moft maguificent and famous
amongft the Chriftians ; an infinite ber of lampe,
crowns and {ceptres, offered by the greateft princes of the
Chriftian belief ; and, in fide, whatever can be imag'ujed
moft beautiful, moft great aod cofily. Thou that know-
eft not what fear is, thou canft forefes nothing in this
enterprife which may deter thee. The priefts of this fa-
mous temple fleep all the night long, and {pend the day
in chanting their maffes, and the foldiers defigned for the
keeping of this place, are few in number, and can make
but {mall refiftance : If thou beeft perfuaded of the truth

vof what I write, do more.than Cefar ; go, conquer, and
repofe thyfelf. I have no morc to write ta thee : I fend
the Kaimacham a copy of this letter. I have writ thee
whatever has cometo my knewledge, and thou wouldeft
farther know, what Méhmut, under the habit of Titus,
has difcourfed at Paris, Iam willing to inform thee, l,
have anfwered fome people, who have had the boldnefs*
to fay, * That the Ottomap empirc will be foon ruined,
fhould it receive fuch another blow ;" that if trees be not
wanting in Afia, the Mahometans will not want fhips nor
galteys ; and that they will have as many foldiers and
feamen as they pleaf ; if the women do not hippen all
of them at once to be barren, Thou knoweft that af-
ter the battle of Lepanto, wherein the great God and
oy Prophet dﬁ;:led to mortify the faithful, that Se-
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linws favourite maintained the glory of his maftet, in thvh
{peaking to the Bailo of Venice: ¢ There is this dif-
ference between the lofles which the republic makes, and

~‘the misfortunes which happen to the muffulmans ; that
when we took fiom you the ifland of Cyprus, we cut off
one of your arms; and when you defcated us in battle,
it was juft as if you had cut off our beards, which will
foon grow up agamn} and if women and trees do not fuil
us, we fhall foon have fhips and men; but the lofs of
your arm can n¥«gr be repaired.”’

The eternal Lord, without whem nothing can fubfift,
make the fea always navigable, and without tempefts,
that the winds may favour thy dcfigns ; and when thou
haft finifhed all thou eughteft, for the glory of the em.
pire, I pray Heaven make thee¢ pofleffor of the infidcls
countries, which thou fhalt fubdue.

Pang, gth of the 11th Moon, of th. Year 1633,

IV.e<To the Kaimacuam,

T as letter wi perhaps prove troublefome to thee,
whetein thou wilt find ap odd mixture; however, thoy
wilt have no caufe to complain of me; for whatever L
write to thee, fhall be put into fuch order, that if the
firft news be troubleforie to thee, the lalt will prove other--
wife. Thou haft reccived none of my letters in the laft
packets which I fent thee; and I have found it more
to the purpofe to make thee know at once, though fome-
thing later, what I could not write but at thyee times ;
whereby thou wilt be better informed than others, to whom
I wrote the firlt notices I had. There is nothing like to
patience, asin all other things, fo more efpecially as to
what concerns news ; the lame poft always bringing the
bett intelligence,
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\However, I hope theu wilt pardon me, if T wrote ofi.
ly to one perfon, who is the Captain Baffa, thofe dif.
agreeable things which I heard, that I might not make
a new recital, which would not pleafe ; befides~that he is
obliged, as well as the other minifters of the Porte, to
impart to thee the advices he receives from me.

Thou wilt find by the copy of the letter which I have
written, that it is not without reafon I am angry'with
him. My defign is not to learn thee what thou knew-
eft probably before me, but what thou pfycft be igno-
rant of, and yet oughtefto knaw,

The Chriftians exprcfs continually their hatred againfy
us, always fpeaking ill of our affairy. Although there
be no war declared between thefe infidels and the ever
invincible Sultan, yet they ceafe not to be our enemics 5
and thou mayeft know by thefr difcourfe, they are ever
laying defigns againft us. Thou knoweft the ufual way
of the world is to difcourfe firft of affairs, and then take
their refolutions; The anch are gencrally excepted
Wom this rule, for they have “executed their defigns be-
fore they began to fpeak of them ; fo lively is their ima-
gination, and fo ready are-they to take their refolutions.
They do in affairs of ftatg, what we are wont to do in
thofe of religion ; they décide them by the fword. They
affirm, that princes who have valour, have no jufter tri.
bunal than war ; and that their foldieis are their lawyers.
‘What meafurea then, moft wife Kaimacham, can be taken
with 2 nation which is in a continual adtivity ? The French
cannot remnain at reft ; and when they difturb not their
neighbours, they make war amongft themfelves. , The
minifters of foreign princes, who do, near the matter,
what I do, although they have a chara@er which I have.
not, are inceflantly gn a&ion : They watch without ceaf-
ing,,as I do, onﬁat pafles; and thou mayeit affure
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thyfelf, that the Divan fhall be fully and certamly adv‘{r-
tlfed of all things.

" The Pope keceps here, as his ambaffador, a prelate,
called a Nuncio. The Emperor of Germany, the King
of Spain, thofe of England, Swedeland, Denmark, and
Poland, the eleftors, and feveral other princes of the
empire, entertain alfo ambaffadors, to obferve the mo-
. tions of this prince, who often brgaks all their meafures.
"The ftates of_Italy do alfo the fame. There are, in this
part of Europ}fqyrinccs and republics : Thefe little fo-
vereigns are more jealous than Ythers of their interefts,
and do more concérn themfelves in all affairs which pafs.
The republics likewife ufe greater precauuons in their
conduét than the monarchs do.

The republic of Venice has acquired a great repu-
tation ; France keeps a good correfpondence with her;
the ambaffador of that ftate living here with all the
marks of grandeur, and' the fame prerogatives granted
to thofe of crowned heads, - Neither Perfia nor Muf-
covia, keep any public minifter here, yet, perhaps, th
may have fome that give private intelligence to their ma-
fters. As to what concerns the princes of the Indics,
they feem not to me to have any intereft here ; fo that
they have, I believe, no agent in thefe parts, either pub-
lic or private. If the name of Spy be mean or ditho-
nourable, I know no body that is galled one 5 for I be-
ing unknown, my rcputation therefore runs no hazard.
I ferve, without being obferved. \But to {peak plmnly,
what are the ambaffadors and agents of gf»'ncce, %but fe-
cret {pies, as I am, who, under pretence of Jeeping a
correfpopdence between their mafters, mform them of
“what they can difcover in the courts whm they acg fent,,

Thou fhalt be fufficiently informad by the Baffa of,
the fea of Piccinino’s adventure ; he will fhow thee what

v
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I\_ave written. However, there are fixty galleys lofi:;
and our greatelt confolation is, that we fhall not want

. means to be revenged : If the Chriftians have cut off one'

.

of our fingers, we ought to pluck out both theiF eyes.

It is faid here, that this admiral is made prifoner by
the Venctians: Jf this be true, his confinement muft be
very uneafy to him. But all people are not agreed,
whether he be a prifoner or no; for fome maintain, he is
at Conftantinople, where he juftifies himfelf,with his ufual
arrogance ; laying all the fault on tl!t’l::ncgado, who
commanded the Admiral of Algiers.

1 have recommended to the Baffa of the fea, the en<
terprife of Loretto. If thou heft leifure to examine the
proje&, thou wilt find, theugh I am no captain nor ma-
riner, what T have hinted i worth regarding. The
knowledge which I have of the world, of the manner
of living of the Chriftian princes, and priefts of Rome, to-
gether with the other notices I have acquired, by the read-

* jng of hiftories, fhould make me confidered as a man

that is able to offer at great things; though I have not
as yet gained much credit-in the world.

The ambaffador of Venice, refiding fn this court, fays,
that their republic' will fatisfy the Grand Signior ; affirm-
ing, that Ali is a pirate ; that the Africans have broken
the peace ; and that the a&tion of their general Capello
is juft and heroical ; and that Amurath himfelf will chaf-
tife Piccinino. He moreover pretends that the galleys
which were taken will not be reftored, feeing it will be
made apparent, that they have heen loft by different ac-
cidents : I think he fay{, they have been all funk before
the Ifle of Corfou, by the Senate’s order, to prevent the

. expeQation of a furrender, the Admiral of Algiers only’

, excepted, which gebfe infidels bave brought in triumph

into#their arfenalf to preferve the remembrance of an
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event, which they pretend to be very gloriou; to them,
But thefe misforturies are not extreme nor paft remely,

»if God continues the hfc of our great emperor, and thy
health,

Paris, 7th of the 11th Moon, of the Year 1638.

V.—To the_fame.

P havc‘h.length given over talking of our loffes,
but 1 give not over devifing thé means to be revenged of
the Chriftians. Remember, that the Grand Vifier keeps
in piifon a man fit for great things at this time, who can
do the Nazarenes confiderable mifchicfs, and procure
notable advantage to the muffulmans. If the old rene-
gado of Dalmatia be yet alive, he is capable of deftroy-
ing all places in the Meditesranean Sca. Advife with
him about the deftruction of fcoretto. There is no Cor-
fary that has done more bold exploits, He has fpent~
fixty years in conrfing on the Archipelago and Adriatic
fea; where he has made hetrid devaftations, with infi-
nite prizes. He has likewife moft confiderably damnified
the Coffacs on the Black Sea. He began the trade at
nine years old in a little veffel, has been wounded in
tiventy, or tweaty-two occafions, taken prifoner four
times by our pirates, apd thiice, efcaped out of ther
hands ; and not being able to fly the fourth time, nor
redeem himfelf by money, he redeemed himfelf by his re-
ligion, which he quitted to embrace ours ; and fince he
has heen circumcifed, he has brought to Conftantinople
above thirteen thoufand flaves in about thirty years fpace.
* He has paffed full five years in the cleft of a rocky along
the banks of the Adriatic fea ; whicﬁmby his induftry he
made a fute place of retreat. Here i} was that ht hid
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himfelf with his men and veffel, like a wild beaft in his

den; and it is hard to imagine how many [nares he laid

during that time, for thofe of his own religion. He has
‘been often purfued, but could never be taken ;_and his

mdme became fo terrible amongt the Chriftians, that there

was no place but dreaded him. But, in fine, having, as

1t is faid, attempted to betray his matter, in delivering in-

to the Chriftians hands the five gallies he commanded,

he was fent, by order from the Grand Vifier, into the

caftle of Seven Towers, although his cr.i’rywﬁms not cey.

tainly proved. It is Jabog two-and fifty ‘moons fince he

has been there kept pnfoner, and he is not only very old,,
but decrepid. The long pcnance which a man has un-
dergone that has done fuch great things, and who is ac-
cufed of having done one ill one, of which he is not con-

vited, does plead for fome indulgence.

1 fhall never go about to folicit for the llberty of a
traitor ; yet I muft fay, that men who have dared to exe-
cute great crimes, are often capable of heroic aions.

* This man was, and is ftill, at the end of his life ; perhaps
if thou wilt endeavour to procure him fome advantage,
and make him hope {till greater, he may repair his fault,
by performing fomething for the good of the empire ;
or at leat give fome good advice. Thou knoweft the'
ancient Perfians had a law, whereby their kings were
obliged, not to put a malcfator to death for one crime,
and private perfons not to chaftife their domeftics or flaves
for one fault. Thou knpweft, moreover, that princes
fhould obfeive in the chaftifement of their fubje@s, whe-
ther the fervices they had rendered have nét been greater
than their prefent failings, and pardon them if thm-good
deeds furpafled their bad. Thefe laws, although no long-

«er obfetved in Perfia, yet ceafe not to be wife precepts;

* to which if thon hdno regzro, yet thou wilt have fome
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to the zeal and affe@ion of Mahmut. And if ,thou wjlt
fuffer me to make here a fhort digreffion, in comparing
4’““ ftate wherein we are with that of the ancients, thou
o wilt find how much our monarchy furpaffes all othcm
Doft thou believe, generous Kaimacham, that the Otts-
man empire is equal, infetior, or fuperior to that of the
Romans in Pompey’s time ? Let us content ourfelves with
fuppofing it equal, to {peak without paffion, and cut the
courfe of difputes, which might be made hercupon, and
refledt, 1 prangf, on the condu&t which Pompey held
in the war he made againft thofy infinite number of pi.
rates which infefted the feas of Italv, Africa, and Afia.
He was made general of ap army of five hundred fail,
~ with abfolute power to do what he thought fitting, with-
out giving any account. 'Thou knoweft his condu& was
fo prudent and full of valour, that embarking with ten
thoufand and twenty foot, and fix thoufand horfe, he in
forty days cleared: Lybia, Sicily; Bpain, Sardinia, and in a
word, all the feas which depended on the Roman power,
from -an infinite number of pirates, who had, as it were -
bcﬁcged the capital of the e.mpxre by their incurfions, ra-
pines and violences.

Now, although the number of our enemigs be not fo
great, var their ftrength {o confiderable, yet it is to be
feaged, left the infidels be one day bold enough (having
joined their forces, which now lie difperfed) to fall up-
on us, and fhake the valt monarchy of the Ottomans,
which they now often difturb by frequent cnterpmes in
{everal parts,

We have an infinite number of places to preferve ; we
have {averal kingdons, populons ifles ; we command war-
Jike nations, and the number of the empire’s fubjets are

innumerable, which ought to encourage us to undértake -

0 lefs than Pompey did heretofore, who was called the
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Agamemnon of Italy, becaufe he commanded a numerous
flee}, as this hero of the Greeks formerly did. But it
being already midnight, I am forced to finifh this letter,,
left it fhould be too late for the poft. _ Y

1 fhall inform thee by the firlt opportunity, of what
has happened in Italy and Germany, and of feveral other
things which I thought I ought to give thee notice of
by this exprefs ; but accufe me not of negle&, in not hav.
ing written all to thee in this letter, and receive my ex.
cufe, which is juft and fincere, and grant gre thy favour,

The great God increafe thy profperity, and continue
thy health and credit in the dominions of the invincible
fultan, under whofe glorious reign we live.

Paris, 7th of the 11th Moon, of the Year 1638,

I

- VI.-'-To' the fame.

I rass immediately into.Montferrat, without leaving
France, to tell thee, that the Spaniards have there made
themfelves mafters of a little town, which the French
could not keep for want of men ; and have alfo demo-
lifhed the fortrefs which guarded the place, that their
enemies might not have any, defire after a reprifal, |
The eldeft fon of Amadzus, Duke of Savoy, is now :

dead ; he was called Lewis Amadmus ; he was but feven
years old when declared fovereign, and was fo but few
moons. He died four days after the ceremony of his
baptifm. The King of France and the Queen of Spain
were godfather and godmother to this prince. Thou wilt
atk me perhaps, how this could be, feeing they could “not
be there prefent ? But thou muft know, that thefe Na-
zarencs affit often at thefe ccremonies by procuration,
The Dutchefs of Sﬁ,%y feems to me worthy-of compaf-
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fion, haying lof} jn one year both her hufband and her
fon, and a gc;o pait of her eftate, and fees what remains

«to her expofed to the hazards of war; Hut fthe has ever
fhewed herfelf a woman of courage and refolution,
fecond fon has been declared his brother’s heir, and the
fates have chofe her regent during his minority.

“The reafon of the fudden vifit which the Ele&or of
Saxony gave the King of Hungaiy, is not yet known.
We have had advice of his departure from Diefden, the
capital town "0 his country, with a great train of cour-
tiers, and the three princes his ons, and that he went to
Leutmaritz, where this king expeéted him ; and it is far-
ther faid, that in tbe foall time they were together, they
have had feveral conferences, the fubjeét of which is not
yet difcovered.  The king has prefenéed the duke with
a rich coach, with fix ftately horfes, fumptuoufly har.
neffed, and given diamonds g d gold cliiths to his cour-
tiers. But thou being hearer the place of this conference,
and ‘the Porte having every Where fubtle agents, thou
mayeft fopner get this fecbet than I'; for it is not to dbe”
doubted, but there is fomething kratching againit the Ot-
toman empire, whitlt Amurath is at that diftance, and the
chief foreés of his empire employed elfewhere.

As t what concerns the progrefs of the Duke of Wey-
mar, Who carties on the wat in Alfacts, there are infi-
pitely differem news comé from thence fince T wrote to
thee; but this i§ what is moft cértain.  After the taking
of Friburgh, this genetal made himfelf mafter of the
campaign about Prifac, and his aimy feizing upon all
the pofts thereabouts, thé Impetialifts put themfelves in
a paﬂ!ﬁ’e of ixj_llderiﬂé _th’em ; but Yor'three months time
they could 46 nofhfn but fpoil the corr, and forage in
the éé’ugtg,"winerebq they waf{e&iﬁeir own fubliftence.
They have alfo Fuitlefily eh«ﬁavou?et"lgto break down the
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nege which Weymar had built at Nurembergh, where

jey met with fuch refiftance, that they were forced to
Jdtire with their army, which was in great dangcer. Buf®
e duke alfo met with no {uccefs in his enterprife on
Offenburgh, through the fault of fifteen Tundred muf-
queteers, French and Germans, who came not foon enough
to plant their ladders againft the walls, and furprife this
place ; and he hag fince made-different trials, which have
proved all in vain. An officer had already gntered as far
as the ramparts, with a fmall party whieirhe commanded,
by means of a falfe pafsport 5 but bclng difcovered by a
centinel, he was forced to retreat in confufion, w:th‘the
lofs of fome of hns men. Weyniar fince defeated two re-
giments of dragcfma, and two other regiments of horfe,
and feized on the caflle of - Miuburgh the garrifon of
which place furrendered at Bifcretion to a Swedith offi-.
cer. But I am informed, that the two armies came near
to one another on the banks of the Rhine, of which I fhall
fay no more than what is neceffary.

The emperor’s troops being difcovered by Weymar’s
van-guard, commanded by Turenne, gained an high
ground, on which fortifying themfelves, they fheltered
behind a church and fome houfes, before which there was
a battary raifed of {cveral pieces of cannon, to keep the
Swedes at a diftafce, and hinder them from cncampmg
too near. Sume French imprudently advancing to dif-
cover the enemies poftuie within lefs than mufket fhot,
were almoft all killed on the place. By this time the
Duke of Weymar, feeing he could not draw the Impe-
rialifts to fight, and it being impofiible to force therh on
the mountain, where they were intrenched, retired under
the caftle of Mau!g,rfb with his rear-goard, commanded
by the Count de GArbian, a French gentleman. The
next day he joined the reft of his anny, and being i~

Vol 1" E
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formed by a Moor that ferved him, and ia whom he Put{
great confidence, that the Imperialilts began carly in the
mérning to retire, he immediately therefore put himfdlf
into a condition to follow them, making his army tn_
march in battle array. Ilis horfe confifted of four-and-
twenty fquadrons, and his foot of eight battalions, befid.s
the auxiliary troops, of which he made a referved body.

The French affirm, the Imperialifts were the flrongeft, as
having four thoufaud men more than the Swedes, of which
it is hard to kndwsthe certainty, but the particulars of the
battle are worth one’s wiiting, ® It was very bloudy, the
fight being obftinately held by both parties, and tle vic-
tory long inclining fometimes to one fide, and fometimes
to another ; fo that the combatants were ready to retire,
weary of ftriking and being ftruck, when fortune on a
fudden declared herfelf for the Dukc of Weymar, who
behaved himfelf in the fight like a wife captain and va-
hant foldier. It is certain the Imperialifts have loft two
thoufand men on this occafion, with feveral of their prin-
cipal officers, and alfo above fifteen hundred were made
prifoners, amongft which there were above two hundred
perfons, confiderable on the account of their birth and em-
ploys». I make po mention of the number of the can-
nog, neither do I rechon the hundred colours or cornets,
nor three thoufand waggons laden with all forts of am-
munition, which fell to the conquerors; but I greatly
walue the box of writings of two great commanders,
wherein were fouud the inftruions and fecret orders of
the King of Hungary, and fome treaties made with the
fublime Porte, to which all the potentates of the world
faould ppy hpmage. '

It caoot yet be difcovered what thefe treatigs con-
tuwi, yeuJ fhall do all that is paffibMin order toit. The
hooty hag -been great § however Weymar feems not to fet

3
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much by it, as aiming at fomething more confiderable.
He‘ remained two days in the field of battle, the better
}o aflure his enemy of his conqueft. He moreover prs-
wends in his lctters to this court, that he had not in this
expedition above five hundred foot, and T few cavalry,
which out of a bravado, he fays he will rcinforce with his
pages. 'This is that which our emperors, who are the
mafters of the world, would fcruple to fay in the prefence
of their flaves, fo far would they be from fpeakmg fo be-
fore an army, as this prince did in the pitfence of agreat
king. Sece the vanity of one of thefe Infidels gencrals.
In obedience to the orders which I received from thee,
I Lere end my letter, fo that thou wilt receive a very im-
perfe@ relation of the evepts which I began to relate to
thee ; and 1 fhall continue my difpatch to-morrow, that
thou mayeft the better rqmember what I have already

‘written to thee, that I may not lofe the thread of the
hiftory.

Taris, 24th of thc laft Moon, of the Ycar 1638

P ——————————

VIL—=T0 the fame.

I rivp in the Alcoran, the chapter which fpeaks of
Limba’s to be very long; and I believe, ¥ never wrote
thee any letter, whercin there were fo many ‘words ; thou
fhalt not receive henceforward any from me larger thih
the hundred and fix verficles of this chaptev, {ceing thou
cnjoineft me to be fhort. I have therefore divided this
difpatch into two, left it fhould prope tirefome to thee ;
although I believe thou wouldft have found it; when en.
tire, not fo long as the chapter which. treats of helli -
Weymar Joft no time, but went and-encampod before
Brifac. He caufifd. the trenches to*be dpened with great
dijjgence ; and has fo befet the Rhine, that nothing can
E2
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pafs without his'leave. This, river is confiderable for its
largenefs, and length of its courfe; carrying veffels of
great burden, which make it much frequented,’

This' ¢aptain perceiving the town wanted provifions
of -alli kinds, ufed all imaginable artifices to’ furprife
ity or catry it away by affault. It is the capital of a
grreat province, where he is mafter of feveral confiderable
places,” and feveral ftrong caftles,, from whence ong may,
fay, .the place was already beficged.

Things were T this condition, and there was ng othar
difcourle in the Swedes camp, Sut of viGories, lofles,
and wounds, when the news of the birth of the Dauphin
wis brought theie, which:caufed another noifc 'to .be
heard,. . The horfe and foot joined their thouts of joy to
the founds of the drums, trumpets, and, t.h: aruilﬁry,
witich was feveral times difchavged, - e W

Thewalour of the Duke of Weymar, and hhat ofithe
troops which he commands, made not the Imperialifts to
lofe their courage, having recruited their army with-sew
troops. General Lamboye, a.man of courage and gbod
. condudy.appeared in the fight of the Swedes, having
added to his army five .thoufand men, with' the. reft of
the troops of Prince -Savelli, and wafted the: country,
thich-the énemy was in poffeflion of. .If thon wirdldeft
know -the fituagion: of the Swedes cimpj and 1 what
maginer they made their trenches and civcumvallations; I
can gertainly informs thee,. having had - fome time fioce a.
very exat draught of it. This camp is three German
miiles in- éompafs, forfified.on each fide by.a trench fix-
teen foot thick, with a largé deep ditch, & doubl¢ pali-
fado, and feveral  rcdoubtsi. The lower, as well as the
upper parts of the: town, are mightily annoyed by two
bridges made on the: Rhine.! The abufidance of all forts
of pvmwnition does much hearten the army. The com-
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mander, ‘althdugh very ill, yet i inceflantly warchfal,
and feems indefatigable, The foldiers, animated by theif

alt fuccefles; thigk of nothing but new conquelts and
new booty, imagining themfelves invincible, The artil-
lery which is in the camp, is fifty pieces of great cannon,
with which fuch batteries have been made as drive the
befieged to defpair. I mention not to thee feveral fmall
fkirmifhes which comtinually happen, yet this is what is
moft conliderable : Some troops of young foldiers of the
Impeifal army, having taken feveral cattle from the
Swedes, and made fothe prifoners, had notice of the
march of Coloncl Sillard, who came from France, and
brouglit a good fum of money for the payment of! the
troops. 'They'went to meet him, and took it together
with feveral young gentlemen prifoners, all men of rote,
and who had alfo.a gheat deal of money about thems
At the fame timey the” Duke of ‘Lorrain, a prince of
great walour, who fevves in the Impetialifts party, had
undertaken to relieve Brifac, which he hnew was reduced
‘to the wtmoft extremity j.and having chofen for this de-
fign forty companies of foot for a convoy of provifions,
and being on his march, he met with the Duke of Weyn
mar. And this is the thoit of the flory: The prince
was ftill indifpofed, by rcafon of his late ficknefs ; yet
this could not hinder him from embracing this occafion,
whick he believed to be of great importance to his party ;
he got therefore on horfehack, and marched up to the
Duke.

The combat lafted five hours, and Lorrain did all that
could be expefted fiom 4 brave and expetienced com-
mander.  But he was confhiained to yicld to the duke’s
fortyne, and retire into a wood, with what be could fave
of his troops ; and the Swedes courage was not.a little
wigrcafed by fo great an advantage, which will certainly

3
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be attendcd with thc furrender of an'lc The Duke of
chmar remained mnﬂer of the field, having entirely de- ]
feated, the Impmahﬁs foot, and put the Duke of Lor
1ain’s horfe into'a horrid diforder: There lay aboge twelve
hundred dead on the place ; and all the baggage, toge-
ther with the ammunition, ful into the hands of the
conqueior, A man would think, 1lluﬁnous Kaimacham,
that the god Mars has united himfelf with this captain ;
for nonvxthﬁmdmg the weaknefs of his body, he pei-
forms evcry day ‘moft heioic ations with his mhant fol-
d:crs, who are ready to undertake any thing, when he is
at their hcad. Whether this happens from his not va.
Juing bis life, or his thirft after honour; yct fo it is, that
he cannot live without nounlhmg himfelf With vi€tories §
and he bcgms already to cqnal the ﬁmous Guftavus, un-
der whom he has learned his tradé. Yeg he has lofl, not-
mthﬁandmg his dilng‘em:c two' forts he built on the
Rhine'; which if he retaices, it wjlf not he thhout ihe
coft of much blood on_ both fi Jea. The Gcrmans have
a'lrea.if] loft fixty thoufand men ' there, amongit wluch
lﬁere Mre four hundred drowned.

', The extremities of Brifac, of which we have already
pnvate advices, are at prefent known to all the world.
The Swedes intercepted, the laft moon of Oéuber, a
Ietter from the governor to the King of Hungary, where-
in he laid open his condition, and told him plainly, that
placcs which wanted men, vi€tuals, and ammunition, could
got be defended but by a miracle ; adding, that the beft
officers and foldiers were alrcady dead 5 and thofe that
were alove, were either fi ck, or Iay woundéd, and fo grcat
ly tired that they could do no fervice ; and befides, their
viftuals wqiild laft but twelve days. Hd fecmed after-
wads to reproach him for letting the time fip, i in which
he had promifed him affiftance ; and put him § in misd,



Buook I1. A SPY AT PRI . 10
A SF e 3

he did not believe he could hold out to the fourth of the
mown of September, being reJnccd to fuch extr’emmew,_
that he durit not mention p.utlculars, lelt his letter Hould
Jall into other hands, Obferve the impiudence of tlu.
ceprefions ; he darcs not write all, and yet he writes mor?
than needs, to difcover that the place will be infallibly
i 'lu.ll.
1f thou breft impatient to Lknow the furrender of
Brifac, thou fhalt be fatisficd by this difpatch. The poft
i> now come, which brings news of the taking of that
important place ; and ke is come hither in three days.
"T'he place was taken according to the rules of war, fur-
réndering the ninth of thé laft maon of this year, acgord.
ing to the Chriftians ftyle. The governor procured very
honourable tegms ; and truly 'he fultained the fiege with
all the vigour and courage poffible, to the laft extremity.
He is called the Baron de’ Reyniech 1 His name “deferves
-place in the letters thou enregiftereft; and that the Di-
van ﬂ:ou.ld be informed of a man who knows fo well to
defend what is entrufted to him, that they may give to
virtue her due. There went out of Brifuc only four
hundred feot, and feventy horfe, who weie all naked,
wounded, and almott dead with hunger : They were re-
duced to thofe estremities, that they had aheady eatexi
the fleth of horfes, cats, and dogs ; and fotpe were fa.zd
to have devoured human fleh, As tom.hmg the booty,
there are different” dlfwurfes s butit is certam, the con-
queror found above two hundred pi¢ces of cannon in the
place. “
But there is a ftrange ftory related of a young Iatfy,
of admirs tble- : beauty, “ho falling down at the lSuke o\f
Weymar’s fect, thus fpake to him : )
“ Sir, 1 havc lut fome few moments to live, hunger
hqvmg rcduced mg to the gates of death ; but I ﬂm}‘l dic

4
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defperate, if you do not revenge me of a bafe fellow,
who has exatted of me a diamond of gicat value, which
T have been forced to give him for a roafled moufe : 1
am not angry with Lim for taking of me a pearl necklace®
8urmg the fiege for four ounces of flour; but I confels
my weaknefs, I cannot fre myf!f bercaved of what I
molt valued, aad dic withou t {atisfallion.”” It iy {vid this
prince could not forbear fhedding teats at fo piteous a
fpeQacle, this lady dying almoft at the fame iaftant (he
had done fpeaking ; but it is not known whcther he call-
«d this hard-hcarted fellow to ga account for what he
had detained.

T'he fiege of Biifac lafted ,four moons, almolt four-
fcore thoufand men perithing in the town, by ficknefs,
wounds and famine. Bonfires are madg at Paris foi fo
great an advantage ; and the Duke of Weymar’s praifes
are every where celebrated, and great commendations aré
given him in the letters fiom the court, Our empire
may have one day fomething to. fear from fo brave, fo
experienced, and ambitious & captain, were he at leifure ¢
But Germany is {o large a country, fo full of ftout men,
and contains fo many great towns, and thofe fo well for-
tiied, as will afford him work enough, without trou-
bling us.

It is pleafantly faid here, that the emperors of Ger.
many will no more fleep quietly ; for in lofing Brifae
they have loft their pillow oy which they refled ; and it.
is thought, France may one day unite this conquett to
her crown,  The great God multiply the years of thy
life hs the fand of the fea, apd increafc every dav thy
.fortunc, and continue thy health. .

sPam, 2 sth of the Jat Moon, of the Year'1638,
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VIII.—70 MerLrcu Amea.

I wave hegrd here a confufed difcourfe of the difgrace
of Stridya Bey 5 but thy letters have fatisfied me. Thou
feefty fiiend, how things go. He had tife prince’s fa-
vour, and yet could not fave himfelf. He had moicover
great tiches, and yet was obliged to undergo fuch great
ignominy. IJe will be moic deformed than he was, hav-
ing now left his nofe and cars in the hands of the com-
mon executioner. )

Amurath, in condenwning him to this punithment, has
dre an a& of juftice worthy of him ; for the honefteft
men n the empue have ever withed i1l to this proud‘and
infolent Greek. This man, who was but a pitiful fifher-
man, and feller of oyftcrs, got this intolerable pride by
the prodigious riches he acquired in this mean eccupa-
tion.. His great wealth made him find the means of ob-
taining the favour of the minifters and favourites of the
prince ; and his highnels nimfelf honoured him with his,
iriendfhip, gave him offices, and heaped up riches on
him. Thou fhouldft know all I fay; but I am aftonifh-
ed thou fhouldft write to me, that this wretch haying
been put out fromn the government of Walachia, by rea.
fon of hLis infupportable pride and extreme covetoufncfs,
fhould pretend to re-enter on this office by means of
money, trying in fome fort to corrupt the juflice of A»
murath. Obferve how many ways he draws on him the
prince’s indignation : The emperor muft have been more
cq:btous than Stridya, had he favoured his defign; but

he decree of Heaveh that Stndya fbould be pu-

and that our m..fter fhould give a terrible example
of his juftice, to temrify thofe who ufe their riches to’
commit all forts of drimes, and to purchafe all manner of.
infamous pleafure.

ES
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The news of the fall of this flave had in fome.fort, mi-
tigated the great melancholy I felt, when I jeceived thy
letter : But the death of Zagabaralci, our common friend,
does not a little aflict me, as well as the marriage of
his. fgn Caraguili, made the fame day, does aftonith me ;
for I cannot comprehend how there could well be cele-
brated on the fame day, and at the fame houfe, two
fuch different ceremonies, as are a furieral and a wedding.

I find this adventure very ftrange; and though our
friend indced was very old, yut I bewail him, as. if be
had died before his time. He was an honeft man, of
great piety, and-moderately rich ; and thisds what makes
mortals happy in this world, aud the other too. But thow
doft wot inform me, whether the exceffive joy he had to-
fee his fon married to a Greek, rich with the goods of
fortuney enducd with great virtue, and a mute, his noti
caufed his death. I rather think thou wils {yy, our friend
Zagabarafci is dead by fome cxcefs, than yicld to what
we contelted @bout formeily. 1 always fauad in thig.
friend great marks of honefty aad fobriety ; and hresifs
appeared to me to have great tendernefs for his fon. 1.
cannot, without offending thee, accufe this old gentle,
man of want of moderation, yet he ,is dead, witha tranfs:
port of joy. Thou. feelt, I affirmed . na- isspoffible
thing when I maintajned in..my youthy: thet-an.!exe -
traordiary and, uaforefeen joy ia smare.likcly. to killi,
than fudden grief, though .naver fo.viglent. . Didik
thou think it a matter of fmall fatisfaglion to a-father,,
that is 2 wif¢ and fohey.man, to. ohtag,b,u hip dop
man that isp mute Fox; wha greatey pleafure canr
band havg, than to hawe awife that is not talkgtive ¥
Chuittiaos. ynderftand got the vgfdgq of the Turks, when:.
they Jaugh at our fultans, wha find the greatcht part of
their pleafure in the converfation of mutcs..;, Is there goy
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thing mere delightfal than to hiear a mat that dous not
fpeak, and to fee one that has no tongue reafon on all
things? Thou knoweft how many things thefe mutes
of the feraglio do give one to underftand, and what clo-
quence theie is in their figns and g‘cﬁu'rcs. Tho® re-
membereft, that when Amurath would give thmmks to
the fovereign Moderator of all the \vorld in that he
had efcaped death, when the lichtening fell on his bed,
and burnt to his very fliit, ke feemed to offer him a

great facrifice, i1 patring a4 nute ont of the firagliog

which he duarly loved®by reafon of her tricks and gef-
tures, ‘The Mufcs were one day r: xdy to fall tog. ther a
fighting, becaule they would not receive amongﬂ: them
tenth companion, fent them by a Mandamus from a king
of Ttaly ; but when this tenth Mul: fignificd to them
that fhe was dumb, all the voices were for her. Deust
Melech, it is not without reafon I write thee this. Thou
aft Rill young, and defigneft for matrimony: Believe
Mahmut, there are few women that are wife, and they
fty little that is gobd :* Think then what thofe fay, who
know nothing, and whofe number is infinite. When they
liave talked a whole day, believe me, they have faid no:
thing. If thou marricft, follow nty counfl, take not 2
a mate, for then thou wilt marry a beaft ; neither choofe
one that talketh, for thou wilt Be linked with a meniter.
As to our friend, he died by a particular grace from hea-
ven: Yet I cannot bur think flill of his death. How
many more eftraordinary accidents wilt thou fee, if thou
liveft to-old age, and efpecially if thou biveft at Conflan-
tinople, where are continually Beheld firange adven-

tures, and extraordinary effé&s, both of life and death, .

_cruelty, and clemcncy, as well as of good and bad for-

. tune. Being in breath, Y could contirué fhill to writ ¢4

thee,bat I think it fs time to end, leaft I prove firefome ;
6
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and T end in praylhg heaven to keep thee ia health,

wherever thou ait.
Patis, 27 b of the lalt Mcon, of the yeat 1632, ¢

- —
—

1X.—To the fame.

P Ar18, where T live, 15 a very healehful aty, and fo are
all the places thcrcabouts, frce from peftilential airs ; and
yet there oft happens fudden deiths as well as at Con-
ftantinople 5 and they die here dikcwife of joy. T will
“velate to theée what I have paithy fren, and not what I
have heard, to happen in London, the molt ancient and
_chiefefl city of the kingdom of Esgland: A 1ich old
(man falling fick, and lying on his diathbed, fent to his
gnly fon, living at Paris, where he {pcnt his time in plean
fure, to come over, that he might, with’his eftate, give
bim hig bleffing. Think what news this‘was to a young
pan, to whom the life of a father was trotblefome; as
being an obftacle to hie libirty, and who waited hi.
death, to take his [wing of all the pleafures which his
Jsonupt nature makes him refpeét as his fovereign good.
, This young man intending to gct upon horfeback to run
. where he was called, found himfelf embarked for a voy-
age whlqi\ he did not defign to make ; he fell dead on
s the _place, and T faw him in the famc xnﬁant, wherein he
was living and healthful, to expire. Were I of the feé
of our philofopher Muflaadin Saadi, I would tell thee
it mattess not whcther one dies fuddcnly, or languith a
long gime 3 w&)cthcr a man dies in lis bed, o1 at the gal-
lows. But I being none of Zeno’s diftiples, and kriow-
° mg np Pcnpatets,ck or phllofopher, amonglt fo mauny
feQs that were in Greece, who difputed whether life or
death is to be preferred ; fo expeé uot from me any ar-
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guings.on the morals of thofe Grecke, nor yet of the
Perfians, But if death be fuch a ten ble thing, endea-
vour to livein fuch a manper that it may acver off ight thee
whenit (hall approach thec, or when thou fhall { t anvade
others, expeéting it at all times, and in all placcs. Dotk
thou know by what herb, or by what fecret mac e charm
I do not fear it? It is by the leading of an wuocent
bfe.

Here is publifhed, and that with grcat reafon, the luft
words of a man of great birth, who died when he was
very old, by a wound he recaved.  Ie Lad ferved divers
kings in plces of the bigheft truft; and being morta’ly
wounded in a battle, maik what he fad to thofg that
exhorted him to die like a good Chnfhan, and with the
fame comage be had fhewed in his hfe; his reply was—
“ That a man who had lived well fomfcore years, cannot

Jbe ta ek how to die well for a quartar of an hour.”
This, great man, who was a famous fuldier, was alfo a
trye philofopher, and I might fay he was a faint, had he
 been of our religion. T bilieve he was a moft edifying
{peQacle, and the more confiderable, in as much as the
example he gave of dying well, is more valuable than that
which he gave in fo many battles of couragcous fighting.
He was callel Anne de Montmorancy, conftable of France 3
whofe life I had the cwiofity of reading, being to be
found 1 the hittory of the civil wars of that kingdom.

«  But before I end this lctter, let me denote to thee the
difference there is between the effelts of grief and joy.
The meflenger from Eugland, of whom I already fpake,
fmding at his return the old man, whom he had left dy-
mg, {till alive, he gave him fuch a flrange firoke, by tell-
ing to him the death of his fon, that gnef having van-
quitbed the alfaujt of death, reftored to this unhappy old
man that firength he hadloft in his ficknefs; fo that
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coming himfelf fome days after to Paris, I faw.him b.
wail the lofs of his only for.

He that faid haietofore, A man fhould learn all his
life to die well, uttered no firange do&rine, Our days
will laft long evough, ir we be ready to fay at all times,
We have lived cnough ; and if we love as we ought ont
great emperoi, who is invincible, holy, and the moft jnft
amonglt men ; and if we obferve what a Fiench peafant
faid to all thofe that paffed before his door, Never deny
your afiftance,*and never do any body any hurt.

Let thou and I number our days (as was preached

heretofore in the feraglio, to the white ennuchs by the
Perfian, whofe eyes were put out becaufe he faw too
clearly). He always i1fifted on the fhortnefs, uncertain-
ty, and vanity of human life. He faid, « It was fhort,
confidering what we had to do in it} uncertan as to’
what we thall do ia it ; and always mixed with what we
have done, and what remains for s to do.” Teach not
thy fon Mehemet yet, for whom thou haft fo much af-
fe&ion, thefe precepts. Childien have not that ripenefs *
of judgment, as Is ncccflary to hear difcouifes of death;
they are too hard' bits for their ftomachs, and which in-
deed old men can hardly digeft, and which they fwallow
not without feeling all the bitternefs of them.
. I pray God keep th¢ imperial city, with thofe that
dwell in it, a.d fhelter it from the fornvs which £ll on
infamous citics ; a1 d F beféech him thou mayett Hvé with-
out offence, that thou mayeft never fuar death,

Paiis, 25th of the lalt Magn, of the Year 2638,



Book II. K 87T ATRPARIS, ° 133

X.—T70 Excurvurs Esain Mewemet Curix, a MeH of
- the Law. ‘e

W iten I‘partcd from Conftantmople 1 gave thec a
ftone of excellent virtue agaft the gravel,and thou pie-
fented{t me with a paper which was to fecure mc agaiaft
ol bodily cvils. Tme only can decide which of us two
made the beft prefent to his fricud. Thou hail pretend-
ed to tcach me in few words how to live amongtt the infis
dels ; and I thought in giving thee a flone, to give thee
a remedy againlt the diftemper thou art troubled with.
I never turn myfelf towards the place where Mecca lies,
but I remember whete thy amity began, and how far
fince it has been extended towards me. Abfence has not
leflened thy kindnefs, nor hindered thee from fending me
thy grave counfels ; but I am as yct too yorng to fet
about the preparivg myfelf for the other world 5 and too
vigorous and healthful to hearkcen to thy fericus and me«
lancholy difcourfes.
~ I wifh thou weit but at Paris,where thou wonldeft fee
a great number of people, who fell 4 moft precious thing
to purchafe a vain and fantallic titl, How many with
great earnclinefs fue for placeats fiom the king, that they
may feek their deaths!  Perhaps thou never thoughteft
there were any fuch kind of people, What doft thon
think then of the foldiery in general? Are they any
other thap martyrs of ambition, to whom one would
think lifc is a burden ? It is a fad fpeclacle to fee how
many dead lic in the fireets, or carried on the fhonlders
of their friends or kinfmen to their graves: Yet this is
fo common a thing in Pari, that the people make no
wonder of it. .
This way of living obliges me to do as the reft. I be-
gin to confider, that what happens to another may hap-
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pen to we; there is no avoilling one’s deftinys 'I'hs pre-
face is only to bring in a flory of this king’s goodaefe.-
which ouglt to be an example to all princes.,

The French have need of freth foldiers to £ll up io
tnany troops as they continually.entertain: Nét lony
fince then, there came & man full of years, and over-
whelmed with delpair, who defired to be liited in this
prince’s fervice.  To obtain what he defired, he told the
king, ¢ That he was the father of twelve children, feren of
which were daughters, who were marriageable ; that he
could no longer live, not being aple to naintain fuch =
great family 5 and that beng ignorant as yet Low to dic,”
be would lcarn it in the king’s fervice.”” T'he prince having
appointed him to wait upon hin one day privately 11 his
clofet, thus fpake to him z #¢ Thy defpair makes thee de-
firous to be lifted amongft my foldiers, and charity obliges
me to retain thee amongft the citizens.  'Thofé that ate
fools when they enter into troops, commonly come out
wifer s becaufe they learn feveral things of which they
were before ignorant : Dutas to thy part, what time haft
thou to learn, who art ready to fall dcad at the fam:
moment thou enterclt into the fchool? Yet I receive
thee s take this fword, go and combat thy folly, and
take this purfe to fuccour thy family; and be cured;
but if thou art wife, fay not from whom thou haft re-
ceived thy cure,” I know not what fum was in the purfe,
»o more than I do of what metal the fword was. But
T bave this ftory from an officer of the king’s elofet, with
whom I have that firi& converfe, that he told me this
paflage as foon as ever it happened. ' ¢ - :

T will tell thieg, if thou wilt, fone of the principal paf-
fages of my lifey for I conceal nothing from the mini.
ftérs and the moft venerable muftiy wha cknows all that
do: I adore the Sovercign Mafter of the ‘univerfe, -and:
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have a great veneration forthis holy Prophet: I nevér
,Sefiled my hands in blood, ncither have I cver violated
aay man’s Red: I eafily forgive my cnemies, and hate
above all things the crime of flandering.  If tlis be not
fuficient to merit fa'vation, I do not kgow what is, |
Thefe are all my virtues, as to other qualifications I have
none. I have no knack at thieving ; my talents lic not
that way ; were I qualified, I might, as moft do, devife
means to put my art in practice. But hiving according
to thefe aforementioned maxims, I doubt nbdt but I fhall
find entrance into that paradife where faithful fouls will
enjoy perfect happinefs, and fet their feet on the necks
of the enewmics of our holy law ; where they fhall fuﬁqr-
ncither hunger, thirft, nor nakednefs, free from the parch-
ing heats of the fun, and the pinching fharpnefs of the.
coldsggaufled by the moon's where, under the agreeable
ﬂmﬁ?‘q& trees, they fhall gathér the preciouleft: fruit, -
ftanding, fitting, or lying, and drink im-cups of gold, or«
emeraldy, the moft delicious liquors, which fpring from-a~
&lear fountain, and be ferved with inconceivable hadgris
ficepce. . In this divina place-they fhall be more beautiv *
ful and thiping than the flars in the firmmment, whofe .
brightnefs eulightens the darkclt vight y their robesit
fhajl be of fineft filk, of a colour more green and pleafing »
1o the eye than the herbs which {pring up in May ; and *
fhall further receive frem the hands of God a potion -
more {wcct and delicions than can be imagined, s a re¥y
compenfe for the good they have done during their abode *
amongft men. Thou knoweft it is impoffille for me to
go on pilgrimage to Mecca, feeing I am obliged to abide -
at Paris. Thou kaowett alfo I cannot give myfelf to
coniemplation, being forced to lead an aétive life ; for I,
muft fiot remain amang the dervifes who pafs their days
in folitude, ferving in France, as I muft de,-our puiffant
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and invincible emperor. Thou feeft here what my con-
dition will bear ; accufe me not, therefore, for negle€tiug-
the pious advices thou giveft me. I forget<not fo much.
death, as I forget that 1 muft die.

Be infoimed of this from me, there is not.a town in
the world where people do learn better to live ill than at
Paris; neither is there any place where they are better
taught to die. T need not tell thee, here are public aca-
demies (as were herctofore amongft the Egyptians) where-
in dead bodies lie expofed to public view, to make men
remember the indifpenfable nedeflity of dying. But I
may t¢ll thee, there is no day, wherein, in this great
town, a great quantity of fools do not teach wifer than
themlelves things they have been ever ignorant of; for
the gibbets and fcaffolds fet up for the.punifhment of the
guilty, hinder the deftrution of a great many goople,
whofe innocency is preferved by thefe kind of fpc&aalcs.
Here the poor, who had heretofore plentiful fubfiftences,
teach good hufbandry; the proud, humility ; the dcbauch-
ed with women, chaftity.

I believe there is no part of the world where there are
more thieves and pickpockets, and who do their work
with greater art and fubtilty : ‘They exercife their craft
in all places, in the churches, as well as the ftrects, mar-
kets and bridges ; fo that our people of the Morea, who
are thought by us to be fuch great maftersin this {cience,
are mere afles to them. Adieu.

Paris, 10th of the 11t Moon, of the Year 1639.

. vued ; '

XT.—To Cara Havy, the Phyfician.

T xnow not whether what T thought I faw laft night in
my bed be the cffects of a dream, dr of a real viffon. I
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was awaked by a great eathquake, which made me rife
‘dfirighted out of my bed, But informing myfelf by fome
speople, I fould it was but a dream.

My adventure has renewed the remembrance of one,
which proved of fad confequence to one pdft of ltaly.
Phyficians are at a lofs to find out the caufes of thofe
horrible fires which arc vomited up at certain times by
Mount Gibel, Stromboli and Vefuvius, mountains in Si-
cily, not far from Naples, whole roots feem to fping
from hell ; whence arife often filthy exhalations, fmoaks
and’falphur, with flames Sehich calt up ftoaes and athes to
the clouds.

It is known, I believe, at Cod‘liﬂtmoph- that towartds
the beginning of the moon of February, therc was loft near
Naples a little ifland that had four miles in compafs. It
is related as a thing certain, that after this, ifle was fud-
denly fwallowed down into the fea, the fire which it in:
cluded, not finding its ufual vent, there was openied fome
days after, a new way alons the Coafts of Cahbna., near

effina. There did it appear, having firlt cauled aa
hottible earthquake, which over threw a great pile of
buildiag, which the Chriftians call a fleeple, that be-
longed to a principal church, which buried under its ruins
a vaft number of people, whom devotion had at that time
biought thither. Some towns of the kingdom of Naples
fuffcred by this earthquake, with great multitudes of peo-y
ple, and herds of cattle, which were miferably loft in the
fice by the fmoke and heaps of aftes ; and amongft thofe
that have been {mothered to death are reckoned feveral
lords of thofe countries, who are mafters but of few fub-
je€ts, and yet bear the title of princes.

My-+dear fricad, Gara Haly, thefe are dreadful eﬁ'e&s
of nature, whofc caufes will not be found out by us. Cei-
tainly thefe countiies of Italy muft be far from paradife,
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fecingsthefe'mouthis of hell (if it be true, as mhny people
fay, thiy are in thefe mountains ) do frequently ruin" by~
thefe.irruptions Calabiia and. Sicily. Nattiralitts affirmg-
that thefe mountains nourifh fulphureous matter in their
bowels, which is calily inflamed, and iffues out with more
or lefs vehemency, and more or lefs frequency, according
as the matter is more or lefs difpofed, and the fubterra-
nean winds kindle and cjeét thefe fires, and open the mafs
of earth, under which they are fhut up. But the opision
of certain philofophers, who maintain, that mere chance
produces thefe extracrdinary evBnts, appears to mre vity
ridiculous ; affirming, that one fone ftriking another
produees a fpark, wherice happen thefe great inflammia.
tions: Nay, they proceed farther; and ‘wauld. perfuade’
us, that a lighted lamp, left by chance by thofe ‘whe
fearched into the bowels of. theéfe movntains, ‘to difeover
the fecrets of mature, might make thiefd fames giwhich.
lighting on a combuftible matter,’ and mecting with'no-"
thing that is contrary te them to extinguith them,' do-
caufe thefe {urprifing effeéts; Theéy-alfo fay, that Hghtea-
ing hiking ficrcely on fome one of the coafts of ‘thefe
mountaing, may do the fame thing as the ftones ftriking -
one againft another, or the lamp left lighted.

Thefe opinions would. not appear fo ridiculous, were
it poffible to make any demonftration of them : But thefe
events being all extraordinary, and in a manner prodigi-
ous, I fhall willingly fuffer thec to believe that it is a
work of nature, or hell, or chance alone, which caufes
the perpetual motions of thefe fires, which-are fo ter-
rible, and fo catly damnify one of the fineft countiies
in the wo & Grecce s, “and, this ifland, which is the

- delight and nurfe of almoft ‘all the provinces fitugted on
the bankg,of the Meditersanean f2e . ‘

We find alio in Irelund thefe mountaim of fire, yet
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with this difference, that their flames do no hurt, which
mdhes them nowife dreadful to the inhabitants. I think
t0o_I have hedrd my father {ay, that being in company
with-ccrtain Arabians in our Liycia, he faw thefe kind
of fircs comc out of the earth, but they broke out gent-
ly and caufed no damage.

I am now perfuaded of one thing, which I would ne-
ver believe before, which is, ‘that old Pliny, intending to
relate to the Emperor Titus, and leave to poferity a re-:
lation of the effeéts of Veluvius, and a perfeét difcovery
of the eaufes of fo many prodigions effeéts; he thileforc
went himfelf on the place, becanfe that in his time this
famous mountain had caft out an horrible quantity of
fire, ftones aud afhes, with fo great violence, and fuch
tarible noife, that the effefls of it were felt in Syiia,
Afric, and efpecially in Egypt. But the curicfity of
this wretched philofopher having colt him his life, the
Romans expeét Rill, with his return, the difcovery of the
fecret caufes of fo many prodigious effefts, Take care

“3"tMine own health, and let not any of thy patients mif-
carry through thy negle@ or rafhnefs. Continue to love
me, though I am at a great diftance from thee. Write to
e fometimes 3 and believe that I am not able to con-
foum myfelf 1o the way of living of ftrangera amongit
whom I refide. T fhall be always a good muffulman, and
a faithful friend,

Paris, yoth of the 1ft Moon, of the Year 1639.
:

— \ 2 Y

XI1.—T% the thrnble Mu¥T1, Prince of 15': Rejigion qf
the Turks,

THY decree is very cruel, to Iepﬂrate me, withofit hav.

ing commtted any crime, frem the 'communion of the
faithful, . *
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I have read the holy anfwer thou hatt mad¢ me with,
great veneration 3 but this has not been without many
teais : thou haft not untid the knot of the difficultics.~
which perplex me, but made it indilfoluble ; fo that I
only live in the certainty of having no certitude ; and my
foul, which is encompafled with fear, will be in dread till
death, .

1f I do what thou propofeft, how fhall I be fure of
not failing, feeing I do not underftand what I ought to
do. Iam fo du'l, that I cannot diftinguith whether thou
cxhiortet me to do what I héve ever done, or whether
thou forbiddeft me what I afked of thee.,

T cntreated thee to let me know, whether T migl tc
amongft the Chriftians, and do, in appearance, what
they do effe@tually in the obfervance of the ceremonies of
their religion? and thou anfwcreft me, ¢ ‘That the cir-
cumcifed, or faithful, fhould have no dopbt in his law,
and need no other precepts to obferve it than the law it-
felf. Moreover, that the true muffulman muft be willing
to Jofe hib eflate, lus life and honour, in the fultan’sfe.™
sice ; that the Chiiftians are enemies to the true God,
the cmperor and religion ; and that, in fine, one ought
to facrifice all things not to betiay this God, who is our
chicf mafter.”

Tell me, I entreat thee on my bended knces, cannot a
man be a truc Mahometan without hating eternally the
followers of Jefus? and in living amongft them, fecretly,
a true muflulman, muft one fhow onc’s felf to be of ano-
ther religion, or pretend to be of theirs 2, Thou wilt tell
me, the Algoran fpeaks with great clearnefls ; vet how
many obfegre pafluges dv we find ia the weds of our
* holy Prophet, whercin we need thy cxpoﬁnons’

I have no belief for Tagot, n neither will T give credit
to the devil; my Liw exprefsly forbids i it: for T believe
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in one only true God, who knew the iutention of our
holy lawgiver, and fees what we cannot difcover. And
-the prophet tries out, that he that has fuch principles
leans on the ftrongeft prop he can ever meet with ; there
being nothing which is able to overthrow it

Difperfe, reverend fir, as much as thou canft, the dark-
nefls of my fpirit : I conjure thee by the almighty Father,
who can make live flefh come on the dry bones of the afs
which died an hundred years paft. -

I do not difcontinue here my ufual praycrs, which I
make in the manner the;' arc prefcribed me by the law,
with my face.always turned to the fide of Mecca. When
I faft, I eat only at night ; and I continue my repaft
till, Aurora advancing, the day gives me light enough
to diftinguifh black thread from white; and I pafs over
the day without taking any nourithment, till the darknefs
be fo great that I cannot fee the eye of a needle. It is
true I give no alms to the poor, becaufe I doubt whe-
ther it be lawful to do good to thofe who continually
‘move heaven agdinft us.

The bifhops here are in great vencration, They have
not an abfolute authority, becanfe they depend on the
Roman prelate and the king; yet their jurifdiGtion is
very large, the kingdom being full of churches, and thefe
churches frequented by millions of people. They wear
about their necks a golden crofs. They live, in public,
good lives ; are obliged to know all the points of their
law ; they muft be dofiors, arc obliged to celibacy, to be
fober, hofpitable, prudent, irreprelienfible, without covet-
ing others goods ; they muft never be dgunk, or' fhed
human blood. Their habit is a long veft reaching to

. the ground, of black filk or violet. They go little on
foot, hut are carried in coaches to avoid the , wearifom-
nefs which would opprefs them, in a town which feems
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. - ™
the grestelbinghe woild § which thou wouldedf do too
peghaptywery thou defigned to be theix fogmgign prer
latgy « e T

Lhe-great Arbitrator of the wprld, favour by his.tmer-
cy, or by an efle® of his joflice, the inconcewablo ho
nowy of fuffering thee to {weep dunng thy hfe, g moflt
lioly and only temple of Mecca, 1 the company of If-
magl and Abraham, that thou mayeft keep it cloan, with~
out any filtheof what Kind foever.

Rutie, Toth of the it Moon, of thg Yar 1619,

WMM
KTy the Kumcw}:ﬁ.

L ¢ AU
Tm Figngh armies ax; al preflent 10, wister quaktars,
and ghy court js Lufied in centsiving awhas theyifhell do
n the {pring. I do.nqt beheve I, wute 4hee; any falle
ne ws for it 16 to be biliaved thay uhe fharpugls of, the
wipter will hpder any thing from being qurtn&cn Wa
fore that tyme.

The ¢y of all the coms ,m: fined upan vtbree phyedis,
thg,,k,mg, the dappnin lua den, aud Cardipal Richliou.s
buy shey mosg cagefplly pbforse , the Jaster, than the,for-
mers This man b%{ynadsgxmfdf creatiusgs by b be-
nefits; the thapkfulagly for whigh, ,and the hopes of
new ones, has boppd tl\:g\ to hie inggreflt. Vet st 45 to
be believed, he has moje s by, means of the great
credit be is ig with his prince, agd xhc otcalio s he finds
to increafe jt. His aotichamber is a]ways. Dl of at-
teudg»te, whp nl:pue to employs of fych as arean of-
ﬁces. and fevf.'tal other perfens, who are defirous to be
“witneffes of his aftions. Thofe wha, threaten bim o fe-
cret, do but 1ng1eafle his coyrage, and mpke him more cire,
fully ftand on his guard ; and thofc who hase moft cxpe-

¢
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mnccoftheml&aﬁrmthucm&nalknomtoomuh
tohefnrpnﬁ& Hear'thorevital'of one of the Iuk of
his aitions; whereby thou mayeRt figure thé gremeh, sid
give them the due price they deferve. For three years
together was ebferved in this candinal’s “sstichhmber,
a mtan who was net far advanced in years, and as affidu.
ous te malke hix court, as he Wwas modeft in lis difccurfes
very reforved und patient § and; which s very rare at
cowrt; was wever heard to comphin. The cardinal, who*
pretends to read the {ouls of men, and who s inferioe
to nonc perhape in this art, caufed this perfon, who had
fo long attended, to be called to him, aadthmfpaketo
him% "+ Piﬁé#%tbwm, and Bow loiig’ tﬁwﬂ\bu
haft fpent in ing mes although:thon outwardly
appearet a Frenchman, thy great patience affures me
thou wrt .of snother climate; get thee to' Roine, and
wuit liat:half thetime in the Pope’s antichamber, asthoi
halt -donv in ine, -and I doubit not-tmt thou wilt pene-
tratd itito the molt hidden fecrets. Depart then imme.
distely for Traly, and obferve the attions and motions of
the wifeft and moft difimulative court in the univerfe ;
difcover not thyfelf to any body: Send me an account
every week what theu canit difcover ; and iw this mane
ner thou wilt be ufeful to mey and avoid idlenefs. My~
fecretary will give thega cypber, and my treafurer hes
order to give thee whit is neceflary for'shy voyage, as
wall 28 to keep thee when thow art at Rome.* .
The cardinal fludies to extend the bounds of the king-
dom, and for that purpofe, confilts fiofe who can any
ways advance his projeftss cfpecially, the king beidg
now certain of a fuceeflor, by the birth'of. the .
who feems very likely to live long. Al Binds are @it
pioyed bt Theulon st Masfeilles for the fitting owt'of
‘gﬂ,i;y;aﬂmrm;m&itnthwgk tﬁcduef
ol 1.
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defigns of this minifter are on the coafts of Italy. Iam
told he was heard to fay, that the Romans could never
have conquered all the world, as they did,,had they not
Lefore been mafters of Italy ; that Hannibal had the fame
defign ; and after Hannibal, Pope Alexander VI. in-
tended to fee whether fuch a defign would take effed,
but his pride and cruelty made all his proje@s prove a-
bortive ; and that he could meet with greater fuccefs than
Hannibal, could he be fo happy as to attain one thing.
And here®e ended his difcourde.

He fo greatly minds whateger pafies in the royal fa.
mily and kingdom, that he can difcovery s he pretends,
all the thoughts, yea, and the very dreams, of .the gran-
dees, governors oﬁxpwoviam. and thofe that command
in placess Toede ot !

1. He fays, he .has learned Irvenl ufeful thmgn rin thc
relation. given us of the government of the Chinefes, hav-
ing from them .the-way of difcovering the moft difficult
matters, without .its -appearing he does any thing for
this pmpofe. « And this is the method of governing, hg
obferves, .in this kingdom, whercm are fo many reftlefs
fpmts.

- He mumlm:mar all people who are in any confider-
ﬂblc offices, ~perfons that depend. only on him, and who
ahe known to nohody clfey. who in all places wear mean
ulothes, and;inceffantly. wateh. over the actions of the
officers, .and give him; hoti¢e rof .whatever pafles. He
#akes ufe of thefe kindiof people ahaut his mafter’s am«
baffadors.in. foneign: courtss ;. He mlways carviesa book
sbout with.dim,. which he ‘calle -Richliev’s Saul ; which
book .contataithe defigns, the mtctcfh, the fecret prac-
tices and inglinagivns of -aJl.the _pringes wha held-a cor-
rolpendence, and have:any; ties\with France,”and on
whom France has any pretenfions, ‘The maft fkilful a- -
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ftrologers in Europe have alfo fent him the horefcopes
of all thc\:ings and great men, with their judgment
_touching the ¢erm of their lives, and what they way pro-
bably undertake in all ttmes. T'his cardinal faid, on an-
other time, that he kept a grcat many courtiers, yet he
could well enough fpare them ; that he Knew what pafl-
ed in remote places as foon as what was done near him.
He once affirmed, he knew in lefs than two hours that
the King of England had figned the warrant for the exe-
cution pf —e————, If this particular be tide, this mi.
nifter muft be more than g man. Thofe who are his moft
devoted creatures affirm, he has in a private place in his
clofet, a certain mathematical figure, in the circumfer-
ence-of which are written all the letters of the i\lphabet.
armed with a dart, which marks the letters, which are
alfo marked by their correfpondents, and it appears, that
this dart ripens by the {ympathy of a ftone, which thofe
who give and receive his advice keep always at hand,
which Hath been feparated from another, which the car-
dingl has always by him; and it is affirmed, that with
fuch an inftrument he gives and receives immediately ad-
vices, - s
This great man, who knows all thefe reports, enly
laughs at them ; yet he fays with a ferious.air, that God
has given him twe angels, one white and another black,
to inform him of both good and had matters ; and that
with their afliftance he fhall overthrow-the cabals of Ms
enemies. Fle fent, fome days paft, 2 man to the gal
leys, that was accufed for cutting in .pieces the king’s
piGuie; but having been better informed,: and knoying
it was his, he told thofe about him, that this man fhould
be pardoned, becaufe he had done no hurt to the origi-
-val.  FMere are theatws and fealts preparing to entertain
- ' r2
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the people in honvur of the king and cardinal ¢ and it is
whifpered that the queen is again with ¢hilds

Heaven preferve thee ever from she fultan’s anger, and
dll other misfortunes which may four the comforts of thy
lifo - )
7 Paris, 25th of the ¥ft Moo, of the Year 1639,

T XIV, —-‘1"0 Ecr1 Bovynov, the white Eunxch.

1&‘ thou goaft into Pruffia, in Pithynia, ps ;heu yriteft,
sbove all things remember to prepare thylclf ot te live
long, and never to inform the young fultan Muﬁmha of
the misfortune of the grandfon to Solyman the Great,and
fon to pour Bajazet, whom his grandfather caufed te be
#rangled in his infancy. This unhappy. place ,makeunc
fearful of thy life, as wsl} as that of the prifieg’s, the
aare of wholt education 18 committed to the,, d can-
st forbear weeping ewery time I call to mind,whet pafl-
#d between the vitim and the ¢xecutioner. s Thon thy-
felf toldeft me, that this wohappy child embraced and
kifled feveral times him that was to give the fatal ftroke,
even in the moment when he was putting abont hig neck
the filken firing which was to ftrangle him,  All Afia is
informed- of the reft of the hiftory; and it is known,
shat this child, slthough Rrangled, yet triumphed at his
ddath aver bis murderer; for, being fofteped by the ca-
aeflon of this infant, whora he was about deftroying, he
drepped down in afm;andnqam’sfonhndby this
skcaion sfcaped death, bad not the, other exccutioner,
mnave cruck than the former, done the work.

Althoagh. thoy doft-not certainly know wha,js:Mufta-
pha’s father, yet.thou mayeft.welkprefumg he is ‘the -
peror’s fons Fhy age and prudence fo long ¢xpericnced, *
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and the offiee of chief of :all the eunuch’s of thejempire,
which thol hatt fo long enjoyed, leaves no .phce..of
douibtisg, b that thy pupil is of royal blood. Arin
thyfdf then with courage, and ftudy te Feﬁorm well
thy duty in this folitary place : Nothing is fo trouble.
fome as the inftruling of “children, when they will :be
taught as mafters by their flaves, and will not fubmn to
rules, like private perfons.

Thou mayeft be fure, I fhall. render thee. all the fer-
vice I am able, fecing I confider thee as a frlend that s
extreme déar to “me ¢ Bat whty' doft ‘thou/feck smongh
the Chrlﬁlané an ilhuftviotls Tubjedty which> miy ferve for
a model'to fotm'a child ’Horn*in tHe'feligion of the
mm?“?l».} SRS ST S ISR e 4

* Did'1 ot knomhy wifdom“"!‘ fhvisld ‘think "thob are

very tiple’ it JearéHfing“after ‘exaiples amonglt the: end-
ies ol ‘S0 haly Liw, 66 prople-thiém ' be'followed. by
thie Otonidd &ﬁlmmmw hafCeRbRm “for this pur
Jiéfe H&Hiry of Flande, tetied "The Gretty'and art thew
;gﬁbﬁat, thatthis fo it 4 &isig-Way the. mofl. im-
llica ' BF the wenpiite - Be it 'knowh >to ‘thee,
it his lph ¢ fidertobk the-boldiR>add | dangesouloRt
dengn ‘s Wills €l Hilagihtd, ko deftrip tiemaasclypof
the' mdfAmaiiy{ dud Sllght probably huie: froéeeded,
Had 18t Hedved "byt ' whforetden fvoleey fhatched fim
from tﬁe%ﬂ‘ ‘65 By beford the:tiibulid ofr the trise
God, who'f Tudges kihj'as well a4 dther men. »But lét
“thou fhoudeR firgine”1 makeths- Ywevence.ito. excolc
myfelf from fatisfying théesin wist thow defireft, roveite
at Teaft onc part of “what thou' expaéiefls.Thor would.
eft have me fénd thiet the hiftbry of this prides contant
thyfélf, with a Thért extra@ ofvit, dtherwife:E nmft be
" foreed to fend thee a%hirge volume: Howewor, make not
ufe of his example in all things ; the way of living, the
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laws and cuftoms of ‘the TFrench, do not fuitr with the
Turkith way of regimen. If thou wilt make thy pupil
accomplithed, form him on the model of Yome one of
thofe heroes which the calt has given ud. Muftapha will
read with greater profit the hiftory of Alexander and
Pyrrhus, than that of Charlemagne and Henrys and
thould one wonder at the defaults of the King of Mace-
donia’s fon, and at the {mall fortune of -the other, pray
fhow me what men there ever were, who had at the fame
time the frailties of hiuman nature, aml the perfestions
of the Divinity. ¢ v
"+ And if thou wilt fearch ‘into Perfia and Egypt, thou
wilt find a Cyrus, and an Artaxerxes, Ptolemy, Pfam.
meticus, Campfon and Tomombois, all great princes,
whofe a&tions honour antiquity. * And how many herdes
wilt théu find in our Greece, if thou wilt take #o motice
of thofe whom Rome has fent into the world ? But rot
to go ‘out of the Ottoman family, thou knoweft very
well, that we Turks have for proverbtal fpeéches, 'thic
odefty of Solyman’; the good mien of Alis; the fufe
‘tice of Nomquirevan; the majefty of Ofman; the gra-
“vity 'of Humer ; and the juftice of Abubekir; not to
aéntion the courage and magnanimity of Amurath, who
is, &t this day, more valorous than any of his common
foldiers ; whether he be in his feraglio of Conﬁantmople,
or in his tents before Babylon.

Ten days ago I received thy letter, and I have em-
ployed a great deal of that time in colleing what thou
hatt defired of me ; and to fpeak truly, thy commands
have fupplied me with matter wherewithal to divert me.
Thoti wilt‘be, Without doubt, furprifed that two:men,

« who long ferved this king in mean: employs, have difeo-
vered feveral particulars of his life, with which the French
themfelves, perhaps, are not acquainted. My fentiment
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has ever bgen, that it is more neceffary ta know the man-
ners and cgtoms of men, than to know the numher of
-places they Mave befieged or taken ; and to be informed
of their good qualities and bad. oncs, thaa ta. leain the
‘manner of their, encampments, and the numbe: of the
battles which they have won or laft. . All hiftories cog-
tain the aétions of men, and the principal is to know
thefe men, to inftruék others ; for hiftories do generally
rather divert than ioftru® men. Thefe will teach thee
better-what thou art toJearn, than the hifierians them.
felves. Chriftian authors are at prefent like the elements,
always in war, and ever contrary to one apothex, and
never agreeing. [

Thefe two above-mentioned friends, who are now
very. old men, have ferved King. Henry above thirty
years, and ever held a ftrit correfpondence with one
another ; one was his barber, and the other’s: buﬁnefs
was ta divert him with reading to him when he was go-
ing to reft,

\That which is related of Hcm'yn coming into tbe
world without weeping, is certainly a fable ; but it is
certain the Queen of Navarre, his mother, fung a French
fong in the time, of his birth; whereby this princefs
feemed to how other women, 'that it ia poffible, to be
brought -to bed withont crying out. The firk milk
which this royal babe drank, was an ambrofia, which
the gods of our friend, .the poet Oglou, never tafted:
His father made him drink in a golden cup, of the ftrong-
et wine that conld be gatten, wherein, he put and fqueez.
ed a clove of garlic, which be thought proper to ﬁrep,gth-
en his temperament,.and render him more y:gorous. He
was afterwards bred up Lke, Cyrus,. fpending, his firl
days in, woads,, andofteatimes in the company of fhep-
‘herds,  He went. always with his head barg, whether

r¢
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the celebration of weddu)g X and executed fix days
after, at fYf noon, oﬁa !'ax}:'l{;:l}t in one dna?y A ?};33;
was dyed with the blq 2 poor peo c, thci'e be.
ing at lcaft an hupdred the u:f'and 12 in, amo
whxch were twenty 107 . of ratﬁou mth the
great'admiral of the kmgdom 3 and, at the’ fewe{t four
thoufand foldiers maffacred in Paris. Hemy &id not pe-
nith on that ynhappy day, but he was very near death ,
and the kmg having called him, thus fgake to him, with
an an%;y tonr., and fierce coungenance, ¢ Henvy, thou art
allve, (:hufe I would f re ﬂier., but I will not fpa:e
thee, if thou jperfiit in thy hqre[y; chople one of thefe
two thirgs, either the mafs or death.” If thou knmye&
not wl\at. the mafs is, I will fhew thee in another ldtter.
This prince chofe to go to mafs, rather than to lofe
Bus hfe ; and therefore publicly abjured the religion he
prof'ell'eﬁ "Thefe two old men affirm, that Nero or Ca.
lifpila®s court was never cormytc& as that of France was

ther. ‘No people were more in fathion than buffoons ;
and never did the wordt fort of debaucheries fo abound..
Sorceries, impoifonings, aflaffinations, and all other forte
of ¢rimes were permitted in fuch a manner that all the
laws and good order feemed to be overthrown. It is not
known whether the King of Nayarre took Bp hia former
religion through palicy, or fome corruption he faw
amongtt the catholics ; howerer, he retarned fome time
after to Calviniim, whereonto he was 50 obﬁmately ad
dified, that having kived feveral years in this fe@, he was
forced to offer great violenge to himfelf, to enjoy peace-
ably the kmgdnn of Frynce, and al:comodute him{elf
with the Poge of Rome, ndtompﬁ:mgnb!wpro.
feffion of th® Roman relic ion.

Newer jnge’mare loved women ¢han he e
This plion resad owes b 1 e e of N
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and' thers. were.two' different natures: obfervable in his
perfon—an invincible courage in the field ; Zhd fuch a
paflion for women, as made him be often )(c“n to weep
amongft them. He has had greater weaknefles thag
Hereules, and he gloricd in them. He challenged the
baveflt man in all France, the Duke of Guile, to a fingle
fight ; but the king interpofed his authority to hinder
the combat. .
* This king performed ana&ion during his youth,whu:h

our dervifeg would have certainly fet down in their re-
gifters as greatly remarkable,. On @ certain day where-
it he was to fight a pitched battle, being on horfeback-
in the midft of his army, he made public reparation t0.a.
young woman whom he had deflowered, and fpake in
thefe terms : ¢ I have forced this woman you, {ec here,
and ufed threats when entreaties would not bring-her to,
my-Juft. Let all that hear me detef.the bad cxample. 1
have given. And as for your part, whem L haye;shus
wronged, choofe an hufband, and xeceive from me fuch &
pomon as may feem ia fome fort an,amends fon;b.c ing
jury I have done you.” .

It feems as<f this fo laudabig an ac'.hon was appmv-
ed of by Heaven:. For having immediately hergupon,
given ‘battle, he overtlmw 3 mighty army with a fcvq
treops« PR Y

iThe ladies, who bore I—I;:mg novill wxll.&;r}m Icndcw
nels to their fex, greatly intercfted sthemfelves in' thic afe
$irs of war,'wherein this prince was always head of they
Hugenet party ;;and they gave.occafion to a provorbs
whicl Jafted a great while : There being fome who.were,
for~tauking agicace;, and. others wargthis war was called
The Lodies War. .This prince. had. been in fo many;
fightsy that I believe one may t.mly(ay in this particular,
Bever anyprince came neax him ; for who, everi inque dap
was in two battlesy and camc off viftorious ?
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King Charles IX. dying during this time, the queen-
mother fcnﬁn her other fon in great diligence, whe had-
been elefted Ypme moons before king of Poland, by the
death of Sigifmund Auguftus. It is faid, that Charles’s
fucceffor having been advertiled of the death of the king:
his brother, fled in the night from Cracovid anly with
two perfons who were his confidants, and retired to Ve«
nice ; and it is faid, that the courtezans of this famous
city aflured the crown to our Henry ; for, having been
infeCted with the diftemper which the French call the
Neapolitan Dileafe, and glher nations the French Pox,
he became incapable of having childrep to perpetuate the
crown in the branch of Valois. :

Adfter. his death,which was violent, and perpetrated b
a Chriftian dcrvife, Henry II1. dying without an heir,
and ‘his throne being fought by different pretenders,
Henry; to whom alone bis birth had given right, became
mafler of it by his patience : His fatigues in war, and,
his courage, made him vanquith all obftacles. Fle¢ main:
taincd Lis right with. an unparalleled valour, and carried
himYelf with the greateft prudence ; yet his greateft fuca,
cefles ave owing tosthe greatnefs of his heart. IHg met
fometimes with difadvantage, but oftencr came out cons,
queror from all ¢ogagements ; and it is obfervable, ha
was the prouder after’the battles won, becaufe he had;
before appeared extraordinary familiar, with the foldiers
who had helped him. ta swin them.,. He was wont to b,
often in his .flables to fee. his horfes; add often Alept
among( thefe creatures, .whom he termed his moft £ith,
ful courtiers. .How difficult foewer the.way was whick
was to lead him to the.throne, he.wauld not be difrart-
ened ; thefe difficulties.ferving only to incireafe his cous
rage. « He faw the Spaniards confederated with his <pe;
mics ; yet he aloe, without any.other affiftance. but.of

2. 5.6 . .
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e priviceAvhe Commandy all' che prichty amunght the ca-
"teYies sand’ e ageli “renounged Catvhifi] SHefewith
N Whs “Infedted, andwhich ferved” 8 Presditet’ 1 bis
oghemide:: He was évowtied in' thé- Gim&ratntr & his
wthier prededellors’ had beeii " befold Bim.* Fie bEgAK to
jgovern his kinglom, riined: by 8" mighy waire; pilfdges,
whd eohcuffichs, made by 9l fotts officopte; Hfo re-
paireddt by lils goud poveitiment] Mathewud fook in a
wconditionitd embellifyft; +E1é ballt e vougnificent
Dridges) raifed ftatdly edifices; and Torgot hovhin which
* might'ré¢fablith thiofe good erdétaihich thi ebitlouf-
nefs of the times had overthrown. R
s 'Bar'whit this king ehigncdiagnioRtc s 2806 a0 he
bwway fettled: ott the tHrarey will” spptinue Wieo Biie-lime
o theé Both dhchdhil - andiudeliratlii ;A Pooi B ever
he had made a general peace with his efiéhidéy; Hie Taid
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-Ahghietdsthb el bf t ¥Rt Lcrbwitt):Hld "Hid o 8 Pafticu.
lar ; whickinbuntel slogethe b¢ ot i Bidted inil-
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lions, and it was a, predigaovs-thing to, ind (e munhmo-

ney whg;@ felling the,hungdym, oz sagaging in pewple;

yet it 38 Sue that he got this, money, 2ad pad thefedebts
withte 0 L L L i

He was for diyidjng Chriftendom,into fificen aqual do-
mjnations, five pf which, faguld obey kings that mere fo
by fuccstlion, and fix to be, fubjed to kings,shapwere

qleSive, 0d the four remarning fhould be republics, *

. By this dinfion he left the pope the countries belang-
ying;tp the chunchy and addod thereunta the kisgdom of
1 INaBles, with the hamage of, Sigily, aud the greatel} part
1of; Italy, modelled into, a republic ; with obligatign to
1 give the pope gyery year 3 galden crucifixy and four shou.

fand fequms. , Qnly Venice way Lft, jn the condifian it
J¥f iny with s Jaws and cofioma. But there were allot.

tedita ths republic, kingdoms apd ifles,which were tg be
« taksn from,ussip the Aschipelago, with aa hopage to
s3hg Roman ,prelatg,ofjan embafly yo kifs his feet § and
at the end of ,evepy twensy-five years, a fmall flatug of

EM' reprefanting St. Bater, whom they tesm God’s Vi-

r on carth.
' o Elpdegs frogld make A pepublic with the ref of the
. Law Qopptrwsswhich wpuld be a lofs for the Spanjards ;
and 10 thisrrepubli;thasldibe added foms of the neigh-
(LowrngBates. 4 0y,

. TheEragcteGomptey Alfatis, Tirplrand Trante, sere

3dded to the dameratoal fate of the Swiffes, with she

homage, every, fiffocmyears' of an huxiting dog, with 2

golden collas about his asck-fgitened to & cham of gold,

which. this nepublic: thould prefeat; %o- the Empeser of
Gennany.

The emgeror &aould be obligwd th seaoynce she ag-
geandizing of his famuly, sad aely difpofe of vamnt ficts,
the itwclnipre of, which b Mould pot heflow on aay of
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hus kindred’;* and'there fhould be a lnw inviolably obferv—
ed in the empire; that never two princes of the fzine rave
fhould enjoy fucceflively the imperial crown. . f

The dutchy of Milan fhould be added to the other.
provineds belonping to the Duke of Savoy, togcther with
the title of King of Lombardyt

The kingdoth of Hungary fhould ‘be enhrgcd withe
the principalities of TFranfylvania, Walachia, and Moldz-
vin; add the Kking, who was to be ‘eleétive, fhould ‘be:
cHefen by the fuffrages ofthe Pope, the Emperor of
Germany, the Kings of France, England, $pais, Swede-
land, Poland, and Denmark ; and Bohemia fhould be
fubmitted to the fame laws. :

:France, Englind, Spain, Poland, Swedeland lmd Dena
mark, fhould not change their form of gowernment, when
for thé general affairs, theje kingdoms were to be fubjedt
td thet univerfal repubhc, o£ which the-pope was to he
the hend. ' ’ o

Things thus eftablithed, chry was’ to be the umpire
of all Chyiftendom, to-decide all differences which might
happen between the aforefaid princes and ftates, with fiff
teert perfons: chofen from amongft’' the moft fameus for
lebraing and aims, whieh' could be' found among thefé,
fiftecn dommations 2> And ‘befides thefe, theére 'was: tor
be eftablithed a gencral councily gonfifting of. fiaty other
petfons, for alitthe differences’ whicl 'mijght happen in all
the kingdoms and republics betweenithole who govern-
ed them ; and this great aflembly-fhould'make theiy refi-
deacodm the capital city,’ Rome: *

+ Evenydtatewns.¢o be obliged te furnith avtertainmum.
b of cloops, and fum of money, to make war againft:
the Turke »:Awd the’bufinels .of Poland and Swedeland
ffould beto make War together-agaivft the Mulcovites
and Tartars. There were afterwards thee generals to.
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be chofen by common coufent, for the conquering;of
Afia, ofie for the fea, and two for the land;. and,
three hun§red thoufand foot entertained, with one hun.
dred and fifty thoufand horfe, and four hundred picces
of cannon ; and the naval ariny was to confift of an hun..
dred and fifty veffels, and one hundred galliés ; and a fund
was to be raifed for this of an hundred millions of gold.

“T'his treafure was to bg put into the pope’s haads :—
"The ifle of Malta was Lo be the ftorchoule of all things

_belouging to the fea, the port of Meffina the arfcnal of
the galleys, and the cny of Metz ane of the prmcnpal mae
gazines for the land forces.

All th: Chriftian princes were to be obliged to leflen
their omdinayy expences,and to contribute to this gheat
defign accarding to their ability.

There were to have been feveral fpies in Conflanti-
naple in the habit of Gieeks, who were perfedly fkilled
in the eaftern languages, to obferve the motions of our
empire ¢ And helides thefe, forty refolute men, who were
atis certain time and fignal, to fet fire to the feraglio and
aMenal, and feveral other guarters of the town,

yFheie was found in this heio’s clofet, after his death,
a wemoniak written with his own hand, wherein he had-
alrgady,marked twelve ambpfiadors for feveral places in.
Chriftendom, for the.negosiating of fo great an affair;
and the, Fope, republid of Venice, and Duke of Savoy,,
had bean already avquainted with it. n

In,the mean timey this king bhad.an ammy already of.
forty thoufand foot, and eight thoufand haerle ;:and he,
was, under pretence of yifiting the frontiers of Flanders,
thence to begin the exccution of his projed, affirming,,
that, ap te his own part, be had no other, pretenfion but
the glory of delivering Chriftignity from, the tyranny of
thele Jarparians,,



136 LEr1ERS WAITTEN BY Vg b
It is faid he applied himfelf for ten years together n
faéZh’f " ‘ﬂs mﬁ’: t‘;' make his proje& take; h‘e gave
gmé’gﬁl:é‘?n;: {3 the cardinals at Rome, gnd i Germany'
to [f%inr g?ﬁ;:m; ahd he had i;n }"i;gn?;g beﬁdesl }he
troops 1 Have afready mentiofed, four, thoufank Fergﬂo
men, who were fo devated to !\inx t.hatjﬁx‘ey were ﬁi}z Y
to t on horfeback qn the leaft order ﬂ-g:‘n him: ,
md already fifteen millions in the "Baflile ; ’axnﬂ1 i}\e
that had the fuperintendency of his tmfurc,':pionfifed
to p&d‘tl;ercnhtg, in lels than three Y‘Ym’ forty ‘more
xm'ﬂgoap'! wi;il'm& tqucﬁing the o iAnary revenues. . '
fhag; np knowledge of the mannet how fie wauld g:-
vide, the eltates of the' fultan. But Henry was alfaffi.’
nategd juft ashe was ready to feave Bans to i:eg;:n o great
a work, being killed in his ‘coach, in'the arms of His
moft faithful courtiers ; and the fatal froke which car-
ried l'ﬁm out of the world, delivered the’ empire of the
true belicvers ; this empire, whafe throneis fo high that
it reaches up to the firk heaven, whence it fcares thefe
infidels, and fecures the good muffylmans from the infults
of the Chriftians. ’
One of thefe old men I mentioned has affured me, he
heard the king fpeak thefe following words fotne days
before his death, ¢ I fhall never go out of this tawn: I
know not what withholds me : I fhall never accomplith
wintf defign ; Wever fee the deftrulbion of Confanti.
nople ; for I am told by aftrobsgers T fhall be killed in a
coach. I muft then always go on foot, and never fur
out of Paris.” ., o
Suéhwthem&nfﬁfi prince, fo l\?hly vencrated
by the "l"‘m}cg, “l.:le was really a man of great courage
gud great pcu&:}t;o&; 31:’) ?’o g\nch t@e greater, in that
he ::fga:dﬂl the de&g&on" of the Drtoman' empire; us
onc of the diffiulteft things in the world; apd truly,
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bitter’ enemy to’ the T'urks ; and perhaps I (hall receive
fome prefent from him, for having ferved him already as
an interpreter. I'fhall tell thee, invincible Vifier, what
has ‘paft between him and’me, ‘without any fear of being
tédious to thee. I ferve thee faithfully, and write to
thee as oft as my duty requires.. 1
As foon as I.was in his clofet, he thus fpoke to me:
¢ Titus, What doft thouw' do in Paris? What bufinefs
hatt thou in this town? * And what is really thy coun-
try I dnfwered him, # ThatI was a poor derk iof
Moldavid, and came to ftudy ¥iviuity, and be a prieft ;
that I kitew no better place to become wife and learried 5
and that I would willingly facrifice all things. to render
him {erviee.””. He afterwards atked me, % Whether I
was acquainted with any of the Eaftern languages ; and
whether I had ever been at Conftantinople #’— Lhave
been,” replied I, ¢ ia this great town whenI was a
child; and that my father and mother were then in fa-
very. My father is dead, and my:mother is married-a
gain to a Chriftian Greek. I underftand Arabic and
‘Turkifh, and am perfely dkilled in the fchool Greek.”™
¢ What do you mean by fchool Greek "’ replicd the car-
dinal. ¢ It is diffcrent from the vulgar Greek,” anfwer.
ed I, ¢ which is fo corrupted,. thet learned people will
not give themfelves the trouble to. vaderftand it.”. He
afterwards bade me go. into .a little clofet, where I
fhould find one of his fecretaries, who would nced my
help ; where I had no fooner entered, but the fecretary
prefented me with a Turkih. manuloript, to tom into
Latin or Italian, if I could notdo it into. French, Tim-
mediatcly tranflated it inta Ltin, and. now «will inform
thee (wife Miniter and Govemos of the great Empuc
. of thetrue Faithful), of.the contents of it. '
The Chriftian dervifes, called in France Cordchers,.
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keep, as thou knoweft, in Jerufalem, the {epulchre . of
ther Mefliag, by a privilege which Zelim, the conqueror
-of Paleftine, granted them, Thefe religious have neither
peace nor truce with the Greek Chriftians, and they have
fuch differences together, as are of ill confequence toall ;
they perfecute one another without 'ceafing, and fpread
abroad moft bitter fatires againft each other. Each par-
ty makes ill reports to his fuperior of that which is op-
pofite, and mixes among fome truths, a great many lics
and abfurd ftories. But it appears to me, that the Greeks,
who.naturally love cabald, and have the reputation 'of
great romancers, are more dexterous than their adverfe
party to do mifchief. ‘
The Chriftian dervifes have reprefented a great many
things to this cardinal, to authorife their pretenfions a.
gainft the Greeks, by means of the French ambaffador.
They not only reproach the Greeks with feveral injuflices
and violences, but accufe the cadi’s of cruelty and tyranny,
and the foldiers which guard Jerufalem of infupportable
iexations, “Thou fhouldft be thoroughly informed, whether
thefe complaints be on jult grounds ; for they affirm, their
patience is beyond the cruelty of the officers thou em-
ployeft ; yet that they can no longer bear the infolencies
which are now put ‘on‘them, and are on ‘the point of
hazarding all by a ftroke of defpair. It does not belong
to me to be advocate in the behalf of thofe who are {ub-
mitted to thy authority, and efpecially of thofe who "
ought to bear the yoke of the Mahometans ; but it is
the duty of Mahmut, thy creaturc, to inform thee of
the true circumftances of affairs which come to his know-
ledge. Yet, if.the appreflion of the dervifes be fo great
as they make it, thou that ‘art the true light: which-en-e
lightens the empire of the faithful, and fcatterelt the
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darknefs of ity thou wilt not permit thofe that live un-
der " thé public fiith to be opprefled ; and, that four
wretchéd Greeks fhall be the caufe of fuch diforders: as
may bifipen t6 Palefine, the complaiuts of which’ have
réached the ears of the grcatéﬂ: princes in Europe, 'and
to whbin fuch things may give falfe ideas of the govern-
riient of thofe who are chofen by God to command ‘all
the wotld.” Invincible Baffa, I have difcovered the true
circumftances of this affair, in the Turkifh manufcrnpt
which Gardinal Richlicu’s fecretary has put inté my
hands, - Thave fully difcovered ahe falfe real'onmgl of
the Armenfane and Grecks, who by common confeht
have offered feveral things to the moit venerzble mufti,
which I am' fure thou wilt not zpprove of; for they
make nioft wrttched excufes, to colour uver their perfi-
dicufuefs. “They fay the Romanifts ought to be ill iffed
on purpofe-to get rid of them ftom Palefline, Being ike
the' Jews, bitter enerkiés in their hearts to"the welfare 4f
the empire ; that the time of the' ‘Privileges gﬁm«\ b
Zeliey and ‘his focceflors is expired § and' ‘hat niokkbbet,
it’ds great imprudence to faffet pﬂﬁﬁmi to" cone ov:r
from diftant ‘countries, who inder pretence of vifiting thé
- Hiély Stpulchre, and other places' whichi fupermdéu Yiaé
confecrated in Paleftiné, come td' efpy ‘tht a&ions of the
Turks, exdfine the forfn of their’ ﬁ'bvemﬂl’eﬁt, ﬁt”ﬁxexr
places, and'meafure the 'foads and ports ' whic “ﬂléy pof?
{cfs on the feas, which may ptove of Sitmat cmifcquence
to the honour and intereft of the Ottoman empire. ’
cannot inform thee hov this memdir' came into Richliew’s
hands, but it 'was éithet Told of fmemeptea 4t Conltan:
tinople, where it’ was addbefiéd," However, T v niot
Forget to' tell thee “vie refitark Whidh thit:rtniftér made)
whenice thou mayefEFiiefh, 'whetheritie reafoned bke' 4
wife and pradent mans @ Were I 2V Tayeh; ' the fuk
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tan’s chief minifter, I fhould have added privilegs to pri-
vilege to the monks cordeliers, not only becaufe juftice
. requires it, ‘but by reafop of the.advantage which mighs
redound thereby to the Turks. [ woyld make the ways
to Jerufalem eafy to. all peoplez I would lgffen thetri-
_hul;e ; the pilgrims thoull be, wcll,,ufed, the, Chiriftians in
general, as well as the cordelicrs; and ¥ would feverely
punifh the officers and, foldiers who guard Palefting, and
-the facred places, if they did otherwife.” And then
turmn& hxmfeH towards me; Does it+not appear, to
xbee," fays he, « tha,t;hq beRt way to.eplarge a kipg~
dom is, to procure it an advantage which, increafes the
n\)mber of its fubjets ? It is not epough that the .prigee
thows tlu: orpaments , of his pnnupa.hty 3 he muft thow
alfo the prince, otherwife he will be like the philofopher
who wps brought into Herod’s prefence: ¢ I de not fee,”
fays the king, “ any thing clfe but the. beard and cloak
of a philofopher.” 1If the Turks do as the Scythians,
when they wade themfelves maters of Athens, they will
do better ; for they ‘would not burn the books which
were gathered together in this famous town, alleging,
that thofe who applied themlelves to ftudy, were not
wont to do any great hurt. If the Chriftians meditate
on death, in vifiting and, honouring the fepulchres, the.
muﬂ'plmans fhould confider, that if they make war a-
gaintt them, they have ouly,0.do with contrite and pes
nitent perfons, who will thgrcforc be the more eafily de-
feated.”

And this is a fauthful and QM,‘accaunt of thc, con-
verfatlon I had wtlmhu chief; mipifter of fate. . Suﬂcr.
now tha& I adds, a3 note, of the jullice of the Chuin
fiaps prstenfiqe, whajsfore,particulara,of ahip kingdome
o fiven, s to upderliagg. topnching; the ks and ane
tiquity. of the privileges of the religius Chriftians at Je-
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rufalem, They make appear, that for above three hun-
dred years thefe places do belang to the Roman Catho-
lics ; that Robert d*Anjou bought them of, the Soldan
of Egypt, and made thercof a prefent to the Roman
chureh; and put them in offeflidr not only of the Holy
Sepulchre, but of Calvary, of Bethlehem; and their de-
pendencies; which {ettlement lafed till Zelim I. who there.
in confirmed the religious ‘Chriftians, with an- augmenta.
tioti of privileges, as foon a¢'ever he hud honquercd E-
gypt and Paleftine, - st

Francis I King“of France, having made an' alliance
with' Solyman II. he inferted in his tresty'an article
which confirmed the: aforcfaids-privileges; which were
fince folemnly renewedy till Amurath’s time, who is now
on the throne of the muffulmans {an happy emperor;
and mafter of the univerfe, for whofe fake alone the fun
enlightens the earth), and confirms what his predeceflors
had done in favour of the Chriftian Roman dervifes, whom
he bas maintained:without any regard to the wain pre-
tenfions of the Grecks and Armeniang, in their lawful
poffeflion of Calvary, the grotto of Bethlehem, and"the
‘two little mountains thereunto belonging ; and’ granted
to them the keeping of the ftone on which their Saviour
Chrift was embalmed, as well as that of the two fmall
domes covered with lead, under which is the Holy Se-
pulchre,

Thy humble flave Mahmut bas an unpleafant tafk im-
pofed on him by this French minifter. He defired me
to give him fome memoir in general of what I know, and
bade me not wonder at his curofity ; it being his maxim,
to make friendfhip with all firangers- of merit, whereby
he has learned feveral important matters, and difcovered
fecrets of great importance ; and that it lay in my Qower
to oblige him greatly, in giving him hn exa& account of
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the forces of the Ojtoman empire, and where they lay
mofeopen to be attacked, I anfwered him very modefts
].y, that my pufinefs being only to fay my brcvmy, he
“eould sot expe& any great capacity from me in thefe
gatters.  He fmilingly bade me gry what 1 could do in
that matter ; yet, howgver, he would not lay any thing
upon me which might make me uneafy; adding, that
thongh he were a cardinal and a prieft, yet he knew
fometbjog more than divinity, and that feveral Roman
prelates had made war with great fuccefs from St. Pcter’s
chair. » In fine, I conld not but promife to grat:fy him;
ang thou fhalt kngw in‘due time how I difcharged my-
felf ; for I fhall rather part with, my life,than at contra-
%y to my gllegiance,, However, I mufl avoid giving him
cawfe to fufpe® me, and acquaint thee alone with the
coufenencgs I have had with him.

».The holy Prophet multiply thy line, that the empire
may not want. minifters of thy lineage; and the Great
God fo aflift. thy valour, that thou mayf fee the empire
of Amurath without bounds.

Facis, 25th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1639.

L

P ———
—_————

XVI-_TO ‘bf ﬁmft

T us winter is fo far advanced, that the king’s armies
lie quiet. It is ng fable, that the dauphin was born with
fome teeth, and that no nurfe dare prefent him the teat,
for fear of being bit ‘with them. It is faid alfo, that
there being no woman to be found about the court which
can endure the fuckling of him, there is a certain pea-
fant, a very healthful and hardy woman, that has under-
takgpthat employment.

Hoere are four pofts asrived at the fame time; one
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comes from Rome, the reft from the armies ; but what
news they bring is not yet known. It is thoug

he which comes from Germany brings news of Alfatia
and Brifac. The King of France is very well, Here
are geesg preparations at Court for the carnival, in which
time the Chriftians play a thoufand mad pranks.

It ia commonly faid the queen is with child again.
Here are alfo many reports of the Grand Signior’s expe-
dition, both in prints and news-letters ; and feveral prog-
noftics are made on his enteyprife on Babylen.

I fhall inform thee by the firft oppertunity, what is
faid here further of our ever-vittorious emperor, and of
thee alfo who art his chief minifter, and the right arm of
his empire; and at the fame time tell thee what news
come from the northern parts, of which, I fuppofe, the
haimacham las given thee fome notice, as well as of the
moft confiderable events of the war of AlMatia. The Im»
mortal Being reward thee with the taking of Babylon,
and all Perfia, as a reward of thy fidelity and valowr, and
pains thou haft taken in ferving faithfully thy mafter ;

and give thee the good forture of lew!nxg triamphfntly
in chains the fovercign of this empire, that he may be

humbled to the kiffing of the flirrup of the invincible
Amurath’s horfe.

Paris, 26th of the 2d Moen, of tha Tear 1839.
.

XVIL—T7o Baxin Bassa, Chief Troglirer to the Grand
Signior,

Eitacuin the Jew, whom thow thoughteft fo wife and

virtuous a man, coucealed his ill qpalivies at Coafteutinople,

to difcover them more advantageoufly at Paris. $eeaas .
not his fault that my affairs were mot entircly ruined.
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lh_e:?hgavé tarks of hig treachery in the ve ”:‘iﬁo-
Jrent he faw me”reccivé the money From Carcoa at‘"iﬁ?ﬁ-’
< tiporr thy¥ider. £ wrdte £ thée, T thought this an
wolld beBREAH in infthiding me in the things which
wéré neceffréy for e t5 Kiitwy dad that T wanld be up-
on my guard4n’ ehofe things ‘wheréi ‘\‘m might "Zi‘o me
mifehfef  Thiu naye® eafily imagine how I am vexed
at ‘préfént y ‘Yor '8 neither accufe him; nor draw {rs.m
hith s JA Vévere, " He malds me belicve, that a?a&yqf?;
fon at Paris} 3’ y8ung rhgn &f ‘great hopes, having re-
ceiﬁf&méﬁﬁffﬁkém‘fe “fdmhis Telations, was refolved
o Hesdrelitited, and embrace the Mahomctah religion;
aHdHhiat hie would Hor 16 fohappy ah cccafion of doing
e ferbice ; aid therefbre hud contrived ‘to hide this
yotum e in'a elofé Gelfar; tinderncath the houfe where
1%5dgé; withod? diftovering*t him the place where he
ﬂﬁémée. Hede, he hiad promifed l'hfm riotjéy, ahd
ro-firsctife fink #¥6hfiderable employ M ‘Confintinofle
kit BE Hind," 1 ke, Hikd M with' alt the hopes
whichFre wolfe B be' g# 3 thoft that, through fickle-
nefs, r tefiporiMatntages; Forfake the'eligion of theif
fathers; t5“profefs sfivther, e lfo aflifed me, I thould
have 1o troftle by B Nufilis; having taken all neceffa-
ry carc to tranfport his convert immediatéfy'to Tunis or
Algiers, and frogiathenifijgo Conftdntinople. I yielded
to the reafons he zl%ggg*{gq, this young man was
brought I the night fo the houle where T lay, and hid
wishoyt any feeing. hittt: ~BHb the next.dayivas not opend
ed without a ftrange fcene in ¢hie houfe. I was aftonifh-
ed to fee a woman in a great rage ftand before me, Jdex
manding TatisfaB¥ide™ 807 WolatiBy Ber daughter and ciking'
away Her life, cHbghig-#e" with having' forcibly Earfied
her #wly, #h¥ then riurderedH¥ ; “snd the made me oIl
vol, .. 7T "™ b é ‘
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thele 1eproaches in the company of a grcat wany offi-
cers of juftice. v
Think then the confufion T was in ; thc mote I denieds
. o
the c1ime, the more ficrcely they charged it on me, I was
threatened with death if I did not confefs it, and give the
fatisfaltion required of me ; and at the fame time this {ly
Jezabel gave a fign to one of the rogues her companiuns to
go down to fuch a place, and bring up her daughter, who
was found alive in mau’s clothes, and melted into tears, It
fignified nqthing to allege reafons to prove my innocency;
fo that I was forced at luft to throw out to thefe hung,
ry wretches all the money I had, and they withdrew not
till they had abufed and 1eviled me in a moft bitter man-
ner.  They got from me about an hundred and eighty-
four fequins of gold, and about an hundred piafters of
filver. Eliachim has the confidence to affirm he kaew
nothing of the cheat ; and thinks to juftify himfelf in
faying, that if he who is a Jew: whs deceived by this
young man, who preteaded to bécome a Turk, there
were a thoufand French peaple who had been cheated in
Iike manner. T {hall not here mention what I allegfd to
him to make him own his perfidioufnefs, this being fruite
lefs, On the other hamd, refle@ing on the employ I
kad, and my prefent ciroumftances, it appeared to me
neceffary to diffemble this truthy and 't6 wait for fome
favourable occafion ¢o fead thiswiflain out of Paris, and
to lay fome foare for him at @onftaminople. 1+ I give thee
notice of this event for two reafons, that. I may have
mote money, and providé for my fafety, believing myfelf
in great danger us long as'I live wheteqfuch .a. fellow
comes. I fhallmot mention the interefts of Mahmut’s
life ; for I fhull ever think it well fpent fhould- it be loft
in the fultan’s fetvicey wrho is the odly prop of thagmi-.

verfe.
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Thou wilt not want opportunitics wheicin thou mayeft
m¥®dut of Eliachim’s purfe the money he has rabbed
yme of ; .neither wilt thou want means to remove from me
0 ‘dangerous a companion. Thou fhouldeft know what
the Chriftians, who arc always iricconcileable enemies to
the Jews, fay of themn: they affirn, that thefe iufamous
wretches are the flaves of all nations excepting Turkey ;
aud efpecially in Conftantinople, where they are mafterss
they are at the fame time carcfled and curfed ; in the
midlt of abundance they appear always mifeyable ; and
yet they lay hands on all others properties, They add,
that they be vagabonds. like Ulyfles, yet in whatever
place they are they find a countiy like Homer ; that
they are all perfidious, and in public affe& to appeartre-
hgious, but live in gievous diforder and luxury in their
own houfes, fticking at no fort of crimes; bragging,
that though it be not permitted them to purchafe lands,
yet they have found means to get into their hands a great
pait of the gold in Europe. The Chriftians allo fay,
their number muft needs be great, feeing they never go
to wyr ; and there are none amongft them that do not
mairy. “They are, fay they, ever cowards and poltrons
where there is any danger or pains ; but bold when they
forefee any certain gain in the markets they make. They.
néver {peak the truth bug when it is to deccive ; they are
ever liars, and there b no impiety or facrilege at which

they will fcruple ; and thefe fame Chriftians affirm, they,
will commit, one time or other, fome horrid crime in our
great imperial city, being the Tmks concealed enemies,
though they put great confidence in them; and that
we are willing to be deceived by them. I have writs
ten to Carcoa to fend me {peedily fome aflifance ;, and I

Jhay, n forced to borrow maney of this fame Eliachim, -
that traitor who has brought me into the condition I am

G 2
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in. He could not deny ire, though he pleads !hke a
rogue as he is) extiere porerty.

This tiick whick has been put upon me; will oblige!
me henceforward to keep a valet, but I will take one fo
little, that ro man fhall ieproach me with choofing
much of an ill thing. Abandon not the poor Mahmut,
who prays God that he would glve thee all forts of pro-
fpentm, and make thee live in perfelt health! and
withes that all the monarchs of the infidel nations may
be.ome flayes to the fultan, who fhall be ever inviacible !
and that thar iiches may ingreafe the treafwe thou
guardeft.

Paris 15th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1639,
R e e e ——

.

XVII1.—70 Carcoa at Vienna.

I HAve received the money thou didft fend me, and im-
mediately loft it ; yet without my fault. Bekir the tiea.
furer has been informed by my letters of the lofs I fu.
ftained, and of another affair which is not neceflaf for
thee to know. I alfo writ to him, I expe@cd a fpeedy
fupply from thee ; for I fhould demand 1t of thee. The
Grard Siguior’s intereft requires, that thou doft not
ablige me to give thee any other reafon, and that thou
deferreft not to fend me, as foon 38 may be, a fufficient
fum of money. I can only inform thee, that in the at.
tempt which was made on me, I loft only what I can re-
cover, My life is in fafety, and, bya miraclc, my affairs
are ip the fame condition ; for potody has as yet difcover-
ed who I am. If thou writeft any thing to Eliachim the
Jew, be fure be careful, and do not truft him more than
needs.

S.nd without lofs of time to the Porte the packet I
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iddreffadto thee, and let me not languith in Paris in‘the,
'xpectation of money, It is true, gold 18 a rare coms
nodity, becaufe every body defires it. In this gieat town
»f Paris, one may fooner find an hupdred faints than one
ibétal perfon. The French fay it belonge-only to fots
o be free of their money; that a man fhould fuccour
sis friend with good counfel, and there is no need of any
thing clfe. Learn, Caicoa, to have no need of other
peoplc’s help, and have a care of heing too free. Men
that are accuflomed to reccive good turns, are generally
wont to reckon them as @cbts.

'The vanity of that philofopher, who died with mife.
1y, is a great example of men’s infolency. 'When Pe.
ricles would give him fome fuccour to prolong his life,
he had the audacioufnels to fay to him, ¢ Thou carrieft
oil, O Pericles! becaufe thou haft need of a lamp.”

The Sovercign Moderator of all things keep thee from
falling into neceflity : This is the beft with the poor
Mahmut can make for thee, in the low eftate he finds
himfelf.

Pn’-',' 15th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1639,

XIX.—Q‘?, Doxer Ocrov.

Bircanes’s father was a rich man in Arabia, agd his,
virtue was cqual to his richce. He had nineteen chil-
dren, who all died of the fame diftemper when they ar-
rived to fome years. Never family was more united and
regular.  Birkabeb was naturally of a quiet foft temper,
but fo holy a man, and at laft died fo poor, that a thief
coming into his chamber one night to fieal, and fnding
‘nPtﬂﬁE, he called him to him, whillt he was going away,
and gave him his bed, as not being willing he fhould de-
3
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part empty-handed ard lofe his labow. Beifff Louged-
after this to lic on the floor, he reccived affiftance from,
heaven by the hands of his wife ; and fcarce were twenty’
moons paft fince thig adventure, but there happened ano-
ther more ftrange than the former ; for he became ‘on a
fudden very rich, and at the fame inftant ‘ceafed to be
wife. He had a wife of as haughty a difpofition, and
noify humour, as his was quiet and humble. This wo-
man kept the flocks, and, with a florid youthfuluefs,
was enducd with great heauty g and it is not known by
what accident a prince of the rfice of the Sophy of Per-
fia, who fled from his fovercign’s difpleafure, met with
hLer. Tt is certain, that having recommended himfelf to
her, and entreated her to fave his life, and not difcover
him, fhe lcd him into a very thick woed, which was ne.
ver frequented, where the piince lived for fourteen years
concealed. But growing at length tired with this fort
of life, he perfuaded this woman to go to Ifpahan dif-
guiied fn man’s apparel, and find Arfamus, who had
been his governot, and was a faithful and wife mnn,.who
would give her money and jewels, and a water “ which
would fo difguife his countenance, thet his neareft friends
could not know him ; by which means he might hold on
his way to Rhodes as he had determined. ‘This woman
foon arrived at Ifpahan with the prince’s tokens, which
were fome ftrange charaCters, and a ring which he ufual-
ly wore ; which Arfamus knowing, he entrufted her with
a confiderable fum, and feveral diamonds, together with
a little golden pot wherein was this water before mention-
d. * This mcflenger returning in lefs' than forty days
time, found the pﬂnce dead in the grotto where he with-
drew, with a paper in his hand, wherein he entreated the.
firft which chance fhould bring thither, to bury/ nﬁmdy
at the foot of a fair oak near by ; and alfo entreated the
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JBarty nhich had his ring to carry it to the fophy, and
Jbeg pardon fui the offence he had given hun. Birkabeb’s
wife then difcovered to him all that, had happendd, led
hm into the wood, fhowed lim the dead prince, the
letter, the ring, and the precious ftones, and only referv-
ed to herfelf the fecret of the water, which fhe would not
entruft him with. Having after this refolved to go to
the fophy, they went togither, by whomn they were well
received, and laden with riches. Birkabeb took up his
abode at Ifpahan, tarrying there four yeais; and there
led a voluptuous and difkoneft life ; whillt his wife, leav-
ing hum, ran away with a young Perfian, and made feve-
ral different voyages into Afia, under feveral figures, and
by means of the water which fhe had received of Arfu-
mus, fhe deceived her hufband, and as many lovers as fhe
pleafed.

The unhappy Birkabeb, being by his wifc’s lewdnefs
become again poor, refolved at laft to return to his own
country, where he dicd in his houfe, full of years, and in
fuch repute for holinefs, that the common report is, he
wré{x"ght divers miracles. He left four fons, of which I
knew only Ababar, who is he thou mentioneft in thy
letter. And thisisall I can tell thee of Birkabeb, of
his fon and grandfon Ababar, whom I look upon as a
very honeft man, and ip whom I believe thou mayeft put
confidence ; yet with this refleftion, that he which is
honeft now may ceafe to be fo, Salute thi perfon from
me, and continue to love me. Anfwer my firfk letter, if
thou haft not doue it ; and this latt alfo, if it be not oo
troublefome to thee. Farewell.

Parss, 15th of the 2d Moos, of the Year 1639,

G 4,



152 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol I.

XX.—T0 Ecr1 Boynou, the White Eunuch

J »m fill alive, and Jn health ; my fear has proved valfiy
and I have efcaped the cardinal’s hands without any dan-
ger; which will make me hope the fame good fortune
fhould he cver fend for me again. But thou fhalt not
know his bufinefs with me, that being a fecret I am
ebliged to conceal.

Thou haft, I hope, received the long letter 1 wrote
thee, comtaining "feveral particulars of Henry IV.’s life.
I. {fend thee now feveral of hisofayings, which may be
termed f{entences.  Read them with attention, they are
as pleafant as profitable for Muftapha’s ufe, who will
find this great king to have had an invincible courage in
adverfity, and great clemency and generofity when he
was in his profperity : He was valour itfelf amongft the
foldiers, wife and pleafant amongft his courtiers, terrible
in-battle, eafy and free amongft the ladies, full of heat
when any action offered itfelf, and cousteous and affable
to all forts of people.

Henry died in the fame manner 2s moft of our\l-'uﬁ'am,
that is to fay, a violent death. He had lived fifty-feven
years and fome months, and reigned about twenty years.
Several of his courtiers named him, like the firft Cefar,
Al Womens Hufband, becaufe, it was believed, he neyer
faw any that he fancied, but he obtained her. He had
fowrteen children, fix by the queen, and the others by
four of his miftreffes. She ‘who was called the Beautifut
Gabriclle, of the family of Eftree, feemed to have more
poweg on his heart than all others; he often carried her
about with him in his ariny, and to the places ke befieged
- in perfon. Heary was wont to fay, “ It was as diffi-
cult to know how t6 loveé well, to prepare a fcaﬁf,'knd'to
dance at the fame time agreeably, as to draw up an army
for battle, confifting df feveral nations.”
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And when he was more advanced in years, he faid,
i He loved dancing, for it made him appear young ; he
lgved play, for it fhewed he could be angry ; and ladies,
becauft, he faid, lie belicved a man ought to love all the
days of his life.” ’

He was fo impatient at play when hc lo[t, that he
feemed to be as much concerned at the lofs of an hun.
dred crowns, as at the taking of a city from him. 44

He often difguifed himfelf like a peafant to approach
his miftreffes without being known ; and he has often car~
ried on this humour to that degree, as to drive afles laden
with frmt, and fometimes carry a trufs of hay on his
fhoulders,

When he was peaceably fettled in his kingdom, he
faid to thofc who were his greateft intimates, ¢ That he
that grew weary at diihcultiea, did not deferve thofe
things which might be acquired without trouble, I faw
myfelf a king, faid he, without having a kingdom, an
hufband without a wife, a captain without, foldiers, and
liberal without having any thing to give, I have had, in
fine, & Kingdom, children in lawful marriage, my troops
are numerous, and J can difpofe of feveral millions.” .

This prince has been wounded feveral times, has re-
ceived three wounds in the wars, and three others on his
throne in the calms of peace. The aflions which have
gained him moft glory have been, the winning of four
battles, whence he came out conqueror, having very few -
troops, and his enemy having very numerous armies
the general peacc he gave vo Europe ; the regonciliation
of the Venetians with the Latin church, which had, ex-
communicated them; and the great projett I fpake to
thee about in my foregomg letter. X
. The pe’s nuncio having one day, afled him how long
he had niide war ? his anfwer was, * All the days of my

2 ¢ ..
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life ; and my arives have never had any other, general
but myfelf.” He was feen once for forty hovrs toges™
ther on horfeback, and he led at that time an unhappy.
life, yct he bote up with an invincible courage, which
made his foldiers call him the King of Iron. At the
fame time he hdd a morfel of coarfe bread in one hand,
he would with the other form on the ground the defign
of an entrenchment ; and when he would thow his friends
the fineft galleiy of his palacc, he would at the fame
time lead them down into his ftables to fee his horfes,
He was wont to fay, « That 3 king who would rcign
happily, muft not do all things which he may.”” e had
fuch a greatnefs of mind, and was fo merciful, that he
pardoned thofe who confpired ag:unﬂ:kﬁs life. He fhow-
ed oft to thofc that were about him, a foldicr that was a
ftranger, and had wounded him in a battle, whom he re-
compe.fud foi doing his duty, and made him one of his
guards.

Though he was not learned, yet he read books of his
religion, and took a fiugular pleafure in iftory, and con-
verfing with lcarncd men.  Hearing one night ther Aa-
nals of France, and being almaft half afleep in his bed,
he bade s reader continue his reading, for he wauld
{leep no more that night.

Having laid ficge tu 2 moft important place, in a moft
cold feafon, he flipped one night, wrapt up in his cloak,
to the p'aces whert the labowrers were at work, and heard
a foldier there curfing both God and himfclf ; yet, with-
out congerning himfelf any farther, he whifpured in this
foldier’s ear, ¢ God hears theeyand the king too, for
ougin thon kroweft ;. if thou canft not work, hold thy
peacey and begome.” The night foliowing, the king .
fetting to work himfelf, to excite others, he cagfed this
foldier to be called unto him, and thus fpak{ to ham,
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« Help me to remove this earth, and do not fwear, for
* now the king hears thee.”

, To corre& the vices, the injuftices, and violences of
others, he did not ufe leflons, but gave examples. And
one day that he heard one of his captains in a rage, for
that his creditors had feized on all he had, to his horfe and
iword, he thus fpake to him, I that am thy fovereign
have paid my debts, and fold all that I am worth for
that end ; and thoun that art my fubjed vughteft to do
the fame thing without murmuring :> Aud then, taking
him apart, he gavc him fome jewels to kelp him out.

He often fhowed the Marfhal de Biion to his friends,
and thus fpake to them about this captain, « This man
knows how to ad, as well as talk ; and I have a gre.at
love for him.”  Yet he fome time after caufed him to be
put to dcath, having threc times pardoned his difloyalty.
This captain having continued his plots againft his life,
and againft the flate, yet remembering he had loved
him, he would fpare one part of the fhame of his punith-
meat, and therefore ordered he fhould be executed in pri.
fon#

A fcholar, two monks, and a fool, attempted at feve.
val times to kill him; and, as I have already told thee, he
was feveial times wounded, and at laft received a mostal
ftroke. A woman thgt had underteken to poifon him-
was burnt alive ; and this foolith preature faid at her
death, thinking to leflen her crime, ¢ T'hat having: fores
feen the king was to have béen ftabbed to death by the
hand of a ruffian, the would therefore proenrc him a more
cafy and honourable death,” o

Henry extremely loved hunting ; and one day ‘msg
in purfuit of a fiag, and far diftant from his company,
greatq('pe&mm appeared to himy with g black and ter-
rible cointenance, with all the equipage of & hunter,, hay-

“" 66
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ing a leafh of dogs, and faid thefe words to him in a dife
mal ton¢, % Expe&t me, and hear me, repent and amend
thy life ; doft thou underftand me #” Thou mayeft-eafie.
ly bellcve this vifion did not a little diftarb him. Yet he
was more troubled at what a peafant one day told him,
who fpake to him with great freedom ; and his difcourfe
gave him that difturbance which he could never get rid
of. This man talked to the prince often with great fa-
miliarity when he found him in the field; and one day
held this difcourfe to him: ¢ We arc here two men
thou art a great king, and I a_poor peafant ; yet I am
perhaps a better man, becaufe 1 am more innocent: I
have faid all the good I can of thy perfon to my friends,
being fenfible of thy juftice, thy bounty and liberality
But all thefe virtues are horribly foiled by a gricvous
vice, which God will never forgive thee, tnlefs thou leav-
eft it off—thou committeft, great prince, continual adal-
series.”

It is certain this prince acknowledged to fome of his
confidants, that he had that day beard in particular a
preachcr, who, without any kil in theology and rhetoi
ric, had more maved him than all the do&ors of the Sor-
bonne put together could do. This 8orbonne u a col-
lege in Paris, famous for learned divines;

This prince put a pleafant trick on bis confeffor, who
often urged him to forfake his miftrefles, and content
himfelf with the embraces of his wife. He ardered a
cook, who was wont' to drefs this do&or’s viGtuals, to
give him nothing to eat but partridges ; which fo great-
ly tired him, that he could not forbear complaining to
the kmg himfelf, that this cook was fo wilful and hu-
mourfome, thdt he would let him have nothing but part-
nidges ; {o that'he grew.fo weary with that kind gkfood,
aa minde him fick at the thoughts of it: The prifice on~

.
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ly anfwered him, ¢ Always the queea, always part-
-ridges.”

He loved learned men, and was a great patron of them;
Yet he faid that neceffity obliged him to follow arms,
but had he been left to his own inclination, he would
have chofen to have been a fcholar.

He had no great efteem for phyficians ; as pelieving
thefe kind of people with ill to men ; being of Tiberius’s
mind, who thought that a man of thirty years of age
needed them not.

But on the contrary, he moft eftcemed hx’lorlans, and
gave penfions to feveral ‘of them in Germany, Italy, and
other places; faying oft, that if any one could find thc
books of Titus Livy which are wanting, and thofe of
Tacitus, that he would willingly beftow on him the fame
gift of three cities, which Xerxes made to a Greek cap-
taip ; the one for bread, the fecond for wine, and the
third for clothing; and therefore there are above fifty
authors who have written his hiftory. He envied Au-
gulus, by-reafon of the happinc(s of having fo many
leanc_i mea in his reign; and that he more cftecmed
Mzcenas, living a peaceable citizen at Rome, than Alex,
andex tsjumphing over all Afia; and that Macenas’s pas
tronizing and recompenfing illuftrious men that excelled
in, Rome jn all arts, had rendered his name immortal, to-
grther with that of his fover;tgn.

-He bewailed the great paing be had taken to obtam‘
the command of others ;- and, for, his baving learned no-
thing himfelf ; affirming, it had been better for him to
have learned to command himfclf, He was alfo wont
to fay, % That a wife prince ought never to refufe a
peace, unlefs it be found more prejudicial than war.””,

- Bejng one day copverfing with the Spanifh ambafiador,
hb:gwmm.faﬁ; wgd porgeiving the aftonjfh-
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ment of this minifter, ¢ You fee (fays he) that I can
ftill mount on horfeback, and march on foot too, if it
be neceffary ; and that the gout has not deprived me _of
the ufe of my legs.” His valour was fo admirable,
that a grandee of Spain being at a ceremony, wherein
the fword of this prince was carried naked before him,
he ftopt.openly him that carried it, and,kiffed it, faying,
he did this honour to the fword of the fuft and chiefeft
captain of the world.

A chemift one day prefented him with a receipt to
change lead into gold ; to whon;he an{wered, in making
4 large empty coffer to be brought to him, ¢ When thou
haft filled this coffer with the metal thou talkeft of, come
to me, and I will give thee as much lead as thou wilt
have.”

Being at Fountainbleau, a place famous fince feveral
ages, and fhowing all the buildings there to a foreign
prince, who told him, when he had fhowed him-the cha-
pel, ¢ That he had lodged God in too narrow a com-
pafs ;”’ he anfwered, ¢ That God was better !odged m
the heart, than in great edifices of ftone.”

When he drew the defigns againft the muﬂ'ulmans,
which I mentioned in my other letter, he did an a&ion
of generofity very beneficial to the Moors who were
driven out of Spain, permitting above fifty thoufand
men, who had paft the Pyrencés, to embark themfelves
in the ports of Provence and Languedoc, to retire into
Afric. 1 cannot call'to mind:that time without bewaild
ing the lofs of a million of perfons; whe penfbed by dis
vers accidents and miferies.

After a battle, wherein Menry ran a great hazard, he
faid, * He had often:fought for vi&ory, but:at this time
he fought for his life.”

He had ufed more boots than fhees ; andheifunte&
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he had been lcfs time in bed, than the Duke of Mayenne
had been at table ; this latter commanding then the ar-
my pf the league.

This king defired to be thought a real father to his
fubjeéts ; he therefore applicd himfelf in fearching the
means of redrefling the infamous abufes of the bar ; but
he advanced not much in the bufinefs, whatever care he
ufed ; it being impoffible for him to bridle the covetoul-
nefs of the lawyers, and to hinder the length of fuits, or
corre® the injuftice of judges, to leave nqthing to be
done by his fucceffors. _He feemed to be much troubled
many times, when he ﬁ)ﬂke of thefe kind of things, in
that there were in Paris more courts and lawyers thap in
all the vaft empire of the Turks ; his defign being, after
the example ‘of the muffulmans, to make all fuits, which
were everlaﬁ:mg by the knavery of the lawyers, to be de-
cided in three days; and he therefore defigned alfo to
burn the booke of all thofe who had written infinite
commentaries on this {fubject, which ferved only to ruin
the people, and caufed oftentimes amongft relaticns,
friends, and neighbours, fuch broils, as may be faid to do
more milchicf than a civil war. He affirmed, that in
imitating hercin the Turks, he fhould ufe his fubjets as .
his real children, and hinder them from devouring, one

“another ; that he would caufc fharp nails and razors to

be faftened to the feats where the judges fat, that thofe

who fuffered themfelves to be cosrupted might. fit theres
on: And indeed in this particular 1 cannat but wonder
at the Chriftiang blindnefs. ' .

We fce oftentimes decided in, one only campaign, the
differences of two great fates; but 2 fuit. in law for"twen.
Lty fequins fhall often lat a man’s whollife, and: pcrhaps
he engailed on his heirs. o

But¥hear a remarkable examplg of the {ingenity of this
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fovereign. There were who would have perfuaded him
to have apprehended the Duke of Savoy, who came to
Paris to terminate fome differences he had with hivye—
He anfwered. thofe that advifed him with this : « That
Francis the Firft, one of his predeceflors, had taught
bim, a prince was more obliged to do what he had pro-
mifed, than to obtain what he defired ; that it was in his
power to have apprehended 2 prince far more conlider~
able, but would not do it, fuffering the Emperor Charles
the Fifth tq pafs out of s kingdom, who had come
thercin on his word. After this {added he) fhall Henry
give fuch an example to princes ? If the Duke of Sa.
voy has often broke his word with me, it dots not there-
fore follow I muflt imitate him : Crimes can never be au-
thorifed by examples.” The fame Duke of Savay having
afked him what revenue he drew from his kingdom, he
anfwered him in thele terms, % I draw as much as I will,
becaufe I make myfelf beloved ; whence it is that my
fubje@s count all our eftates are common.”

He anfwered very pleafantly vo a prince’s envoy, who
came with a compliment of condolence for the dearh of
his fon, who had been dcad near a year, * That he was
no longer grieved at that lofs, feeing God had given him
two more fince.”

A captain of great reputation having faid, that the
king’s liberalities, though feveral times reiterated, could
not oblize him to love him; Henry fent him word,
@ He would heap fo many favours on him that he would
force him at laft.”

He often ufed this proverb, % More flies are taken
with a drop of honey, than a ton of vinegar.”

, Amonk cutertaining him one day about military af-
fairs, ¢ Open your breviary, fatheér (faid he), and/how.
me where you Jearned thefe fine leffons.”
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One day a tailor prefenting him with a book of 'poli- .
tics, fre faid to the chancellor, who was there prefent,
Modfieur Chancellor, cut me out a fuit of clothes ; here’s
a tailor 'who underftands your trade, and tells me how I
fhall govern my kingdom.” -

Oue day, when the pope’s nuncio was at a great feafl,
where there were between twenty and thirty iadies of
great beauty, he told this prelate, « He had been in fe-
veral battles, but never found himfelf in fo great danger
before.” .

Nothing feems more mgreeable than the anfwer he
made to the provoft of the merchangs of Paris, who was
urgent with him to gonfent to an impoft, which was to "
be laid on' the fountains of the town, to furnifh the ex-
pence of forty deputies of the Switzers, who came into
France to renew their ancient alliance with this king-
dom ; aud his gnfwer was, « That this magiftrate fhould
find fome other expedicnt than to change water inte
wine ; which was a miracle that never any body wrought
but Jefus Chrift ;" who i is, as thou 'knowefl, the Chriftians
faviour'y anil for thy farther mﬂ:ru&non, it is neceffary
for thee t6 know, the ‘waucrs love wine gbove all things
in the world, ind 'that not ‘without reafon, '

This prince went to the wars at the age of fifteen, and
at feventeen killed'an enémy, and in the year following
he faved the life of one of his captains, and had hia horfe
killed under him. He was in five battles, and in fore .
than an hundred combats, and at the fiege of above two
hundred places. He , fuftained feven different wars, in
which his enemies acknowledged, tbat be had fifty-five ar-
mies upon him at feveral times, and ih dxﬁ'erent places,

“and always obtained fome capfiderable advantage
**Tho that have given him the term of Great, have
given hn} his true name. He was lnghly efteemed by
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all nations ; and thou knoweft very well, that our ful-
tans, though the mightieft monarchs in the univerfé, have
admired this great prince’s fortune and valour. <=

Above fifty hiftorians have written his life ; above five
-hundred pocts have publifhed his praifes.

T will feave thee at prefent the liberty of comparing
this king with thofe whom thou wilt choofe from amongft
the heroes,

If Mahomet X1I. has not done more than him, he may
be comparéd to him in warlike alions, with this dif-
ference, that King Henry cofiquered the Gauls who
were of his patrimony, and Mahomet conquered twelve
kingdoms and an empire, becaufe he was perfuaded that
all the earth belonged to him. Henry fubdued the city
of Paris, and Mahomet made himfelf mafter of Conftan-
tinople.

The King of France left an infinite number of marks
behind him of his grandeur, on marble, and in the writ-
ings of famous authors, and Mahomet left only on his
tomb, thofe which fhowed what he had defigned to exe-
cute, but never could do it, which was, to take Rhodes,
and fubdue proud Italy.

We mutft alfo acknowledge, there was never found in
any Mahometan prince, the admirable clemency of Hen-
1y, fhowing himfelf herein greater than in vanquifhing
his enemies ; contrary to Mahomet, who fhowed only
great kindnefs to an ox, whom he caufed to be carefully
fed, becaufe he would never forfake the tomb of his
mafter, whom that prince had killed, abiding always by
it, and exprefling his forrow by horrible bellowings.
On all other occafions he was very ctuel ; far from the
humour of this French king, who heaped benefits ¢.*
thofe who drew blood of him. Mahomet, by* a bar-
barous cruclty, caufed the hellies of twenty of (t:ns inno=-
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eaten/a melon in his garden.

Tenry was a great lover of ladies, and an extreme ad-
miref of that fex; and Mahomet, jealous of the too
great beauty of his miftrefs, cut off her head himfelf in
a full divan. And farther, if Mahomet gave in the eaft,
a great cxample of jullice, in putting his own fon to
death, for deflouring the daughter of the Baflil Achmect
in a bath ; Henry gave a greater in his own perfon, in
tepairing at the head of his army, the outiagl offered to
a young girl, from whott he could not fcar any vexa-
tious confequences,

Be f{ure, however, to be filent in thefe judgmentd I
make, and fhow thyfelf difcreet, if thou intendeft to
hold ary correfpondence with me.

Imitate the bees 3 gather from fo many flowers pre-
fented thee, what appears to thee the fwecteft and moft
proper to form Muftapha’s mind, and fupple his fpirit
like wax.

I could relate to theg morc things touching this Hen.
ry, buy there is no ncceflity of writing all ; that thou
mayelt have fpace to imagine whit fuch a prince might
have done, who had re-eftablifhed his fortune by his va-
lour alone. ‘

Let me know of thy departure ; and when thou fhalt
arrive at the place of thy retreat, forget not thy f;tithful.
friend Mahmnut, who wifhes thou mayeft prove an happy
tutor to the fon of a prince, and a faithful minifter of a
wife emperor.

cent ;agcs to be ript open, to difcover him that had

Paiis, 18th of the 2d Moon, of the Ycar 1639.
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BOOK I

|

LETTER L.—7 Mustu Ruis Errenoi, Princital
Secretary of the Ottoman Empure.

Scarce had T finithed’ my letter to Egri Boynou, when
news came fiom the coaft of Provence, of fo extraordi-
nary and fcandalous an event, that I cannot but inform
thee, who art a wife and experienced perfon, of it; and
becaufe I would have thee fet i duwn in the facred re-
giftcr-books of the empire of which thow haft the chaige.

Affam Baffa, a corfary of Algiers, died at the age of
forty years ; the relation of whofe death was attended
with fuch horrid circumftances, that even the encmies of
the Alcoran do deteft them.

It is faid, that being fenfible he was near his end, he
caufed two young Chriftian flaves to be ftrangled, who
were nobly defcended, aud for whofe ranfom great fums
of money might have been expefted, without alleging
any reafon for his ciuclty ; nay, after he had cenfefled
he had no cavle of complaint againft them, having obe
ferved from certain tokens in their countenances that
they were of a fweet difpofition and inclined by nature
to be faithful. When he was laying out, there was
found a kind of fine fcarf about him, with thefe words
cmbroidered on it in letters of gold ; « Affam Baffa will
have the handfomeft of his flaves to be buried alive with
him, being defirous of good company in his voyage into
the other world.”

The repost of fo terrible an adventure, has increafed
the batred of the French againft vs, and that in {o ex
ceflive a moapner, that I am forced to keep myfelt con-
cealed, left I fhould by my zeal difcover myfel{ being
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not able to endure the blafphemies of our enemics. There
is no queftion but this crucl monfter is kept by the black
aﬂgsz in the other world.

God grant that fo horrid a crime may not corrupt the
reft of Afric. However, may I be fo free as to counfel
you ; let the body of this impious wretch Afilam be dug
up and burnt, and his afhes throwg into the fea, to drown
the memory of him.

Mahmut falutes thee from the town of the univerle,
the fulleft of noife; and withes thee at Conftantinople,
or wherever elfe thou arty a long fequel of happy years,
and after death the enjoyment of the ¢ blifs of our hun.
dred twenty-four thoufand prophets.” ‘

Panis, 18th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1639.

I1L.—70 the Tnvincible VisiErR Azem, a¢ the Camp under
Babylon.

Beroze 1 give thee an account, great and magnanimous
Vificr, of whatever I have done to fatisfy the curiofity
of Cardinal Richliew, I am obliged to tell thee how I
fpend my leifure hours,

It is impefible T fhould obferve exatly the motions of
this court, without following it, and holding a corre.,
fpondence with people of all forts, as tradefmen, fol-
diers, {cholars, feamen, politicians, and even muficians.

The court confifts of all thefe profeffions, and there
are fome particular perfons who are mafters of all thefe
fciences, of which number is Cardimal Richlieu. He is

™. content with this his knowledge, but fecks fill for
farther Yight in the commescetof all perfons*of merit who
arrive hefp ; neglefing nothing which may enrich this
kingdom'with new difcoveries in arts and fciences, out of
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love to his country, and defire to render his miniftry more
famous,

Thou feeft by this, invincible Baffa, that to kecﬁ\com.
pany with courtiers, who have fo many different qualities,
a man muft have fome for his fhare, that he may fay
fomething in his turn, and not be always a bare hearer of
other people’s difcourfe. -

For this purpafe, the particular ftudy to which I ap.
plied myfelf whilt T was a flave in Sicily, does much
help the, though not {ufficiently. It was books I read
in this ifland, not men. Now,(-knowing my bufinefs re-
quired much diffimulation, an awakened mind, and efpe-
cially prudence, eloquence, and learning, to fpeak pro-
perly on occafions ; great reading, to obtain the know-
ledge of ancient and modern things; a refined policy,
to difcover or conceal one’s felf, and to counterfeit fome-
times a mighty honeft man: Nothing, I fay, appeared
to me more concucing to this purpofe, than the turning
over hiftories ; and therefore I have earneftly applied my-
{elf to this work. . And becaufe few books are not fuf-
ficient, and a great many breed confufion, I have happily
got admiflion into the acquaintance of an ancient learncd
man, whofe ftudy confifts of none but choice books, and
has travelled over moft parts of the woild; not like A-
pollonius, to learn the language of birds and beafts ; but
10 know the cuftoms, laws, virtues, and defelts of na-
tions. I was firkt for informing myfelf of all the pro-
digies which the God of the Jews had done in favour of
that ungrateful people. I afterwards jnquired into'the
life and do&rine of the Meflias, whom the Chriftians
wbr?hip. I alfo .looked into what had been done con-
fiderable at Athens and Sparta, Thebes, Rome and Carg,
thage, and carefully.remarked what divinities weg adogs
ed in thofe fo famous places, and found that :Gc, great
philofophers and captains, who made fuch a nolie about
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their religions, had at bottom none at all. Having rua
over yhat the Chriftians call the Old and New, Tefta-
ment¢ the hiflories of Jofephus, Xenophon, Polybius,
Thucydides, Livius and Tacitus, my greatcft application
has been, and fhall be for the future, to read and medi-
tate on the works of the great Plutarch, efpecially his
fives of illuftrious Greeks and Romans, related by him
with fo great exaétnefs. And thus far have I arrived in
this fhort fpace, and here I have ftopped. I have learn.
ed by the reading of Plutarch, to amufe thg Cardinal
Richlieu ; to whom T offgred myfelf two days ago, and
have put into his-hands the following difcourfe, made af-
ter the manner of Chriftians, and have fipped myfelf,
if a man may fo fpeak, of the manner and ftyle of the
Turks, as I have doue of their habits, the better to dif-
guife Titus, the faithful flave of the great Amurath.

4 Great Cardinal, and mof} fage Minifter of the Greatef?
of Chriflian Kings.
¢ Titus of Moldavia is come to wait on you, accord-
ing to your commands, not to eutertain you with the
riches of Afia, nor in what mauner, by the wifdom of
your counfels, and forces of the Ling your fovereign,
you may deltroy the mighty Twikith empire, of whem
you have no reafon to ¢omplain 3 but, to tell you what
feems moft agreeable to the greatnefs of your genius.
Know then, fagé moderator of the French monarch,
that I fhall’ not offer any thing which may make you
hate me, and repent of belicving me, feeing what I pro-
pofe is an eafy enterprife, and full of glory. Thy king
has a fon, who will oneday inherit the greatnefs and au-
«thority of his father ; ybu know not the temper and dif-
pefitiofls whith thid'heif may have, being as yet fo much
a child, hat a nian' canfiot gather any thing certain of
3

~
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this matter. But a prince that has been fo long looked
for, ¥cquires extraordinary defigns to be laid for bim,
apd great preparations made betimes to raife a pajace
thet may be worthy to eatertain him. I would piopofe
toyou a palace, I fay, of miraculous architeGure, the
Sike was never feen or nhagmed and which you may
with your ewa hends !eur wp in Paris; which muift be
of 3 fquase forth,: Sihugfe cemers fhall regard Europe,
Afia, Africa, and Amerira; and whofe richnefs fhall diaw
wll twtions to it. You will net need fone, fand, wool,
s fron for this work, The epfite&is which you fhall
fhall have the feeret] Mmmpeﬁ, ik, and
‘to zaife this edifice, «which hall¥ic #f a more Lit-
mﬂmx the pantheon of Hgnppa, and where-
a.tsnu&e temple of Solomon, there ﬁamﬂdbcno
aoife oF "!ummu. . ¢
“ nat, wife minifter, they are chiméras which
T'itus Mis head. Hegr then the defign of this
jeftical malace, yhofe foundutiony are already Liid by
Flatliedls, with mattrigls more preciows than gold of ro-
bies. 'Thou knoweft the happinefs tix phdofopherfad,
of rendering immostal the a&im of fo maﬁygmt men,
of whem, perhaps, there might Bave lén m” mention,
hed Plutsreh !n:}ﬂwt. Men now %ﬁ $'the woft re-
mote grbvincen tht‘lﬂ%w Taveh imd barks
of trees, the. Hyeiroef ~Mm % Scipio, Pom-
pey, atd Xerzes. AttoryR ek folitstien of el moft de-
fart parts of Ardbia, and smonglt e §rv.fes who dwell
at Medina, ate found written fn vl SriviQers) the

hiftories of Nima, Asittidas, Rieo; Hipesiyus, and E-
paminondas.” ¥he Sphniards § have re-
dered this il 'fofantody id 1" fipan, th-

thefe barbariyily, -0, eipecte g twinflatd
into their langd@es'anm'ihu of thé Seks Mnd RH-
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mans, they have ordered (if I miftake not) that every
five ycars new copies be made, to the end they may be
eterndly prcferved. I have feen myfilf at Conftantin.
uple above an hundred volumes in filken paper, wherex
in the works of this famous Greek are read with venera-
tion by the greatek captains, lawyers, and divites; and
thefe works are enriched with moft curious motes in A-
Yobic, in Perfian, and the Twekith language, by the
exprefs orders of the fultans, who make them be pre.
ferved as illuftrious monuments of the ancient-Greek elo.
quence. You are not iggorant of the efteem which So-
lyman the Greagahad of Pompey, Cefar, Pyrrhus, and
Alexander ; and that he never undertook any military
enterprife till Le bad conlulted thefe great mafters in
the art of war ; being wont to fay, He knew not whe-
ber Alexander or Pynhus had fhowed more valour in
engagements, than Plutarch had fhowed wit and judg-
ment in deferibing them. But in a voyage I made into
Germany, what did not gn old rabbin tell me, in fhow-
ing me the lives of illuftrious men of this incomparable
author tranflited mto IIchrew, which he cairied ever a-
bout with him? He aflured me, that the curious of his
religion fet fuch a value on them, that there are above
.ten thoufand manufeript copies difperfed in the fynas
gogues, both in the enflern and weftern parts,
¢ Men, women, and ¢hildren, know of what account
this famous,author is in all our Europe. He now {peaks
all languages ; the Englith, the Spaniards, Italians, Ger-
rans, Polanders, and Hollanders, have naturalized him
among them. And you know very well, Sir, that &y
this kingdom of France, the learned, not content with
*' yging him tranflated into their idiomy they carefully
» adorn their libraries with this authow-in hik own natetal
Vol Iﬁ 8 ‘
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tongue, and have colleted the Latin, Italian, and Spa-
nifh verfions of him.

¢ But it is now fixtecn hundred years fince Platarch
keeps filence ; fo many men famous for their knowledge,
and fo many great captains who have lived fince, are un-
known to the world, becaufe they have mct with no Plu-
tarch to know them. And this is the ftately building
which I offer you to finifh who are fo great a lover of
glory ; for God has given you a mind, with a neceffary
power, to finith what Plutarch has fo profitably begun —_
Raife up immediately, by your guthority, on the precious
foundation which this incomparable philofopher has laid,
the walls and roof of this vatt building. Order lodg-
ings to be made ready for all the heroes who could not
enter into this firlt edifice, I mean thofe Mluftrious dead,
whofe lives have not becn carefully colle&ed, and who
fhould honour Europe, Afia, and Africa, where they
were born ; and the new world will yield you where.
with to fill th:s palace with Atabalippa’s and Montezu-
ma’s.

¢ Heieby wilt thou be the reftorer of thofe ruins
which time has made; and in raifing the ftatues of fo
many excellent perfons in civil adminiftrations, in war,
and in good Jettcrs, you will raife up an infinite number
throughout the world, as the firft emperor of the Ro-
mans did. It is to no purpofe to fay, there are a great
many authors that have written fince Plutarch the a&ions
of feveral great commanders, kings, and great minifters,
whofe virtues were eminently confpicuous both in peace
andawar. T hope I fhall not give juft offence in faying, that
few of thefe writers have obferved Plutarch’s excellent
method ; for cither they appear obfcure, by reafon gf.
their great concifenefs, or the fads are ordinarily co- .
founded in general hiflories, or written by intgeﬁcd or
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paffionate pens, who difguife ghe truth, and impofe fabu-
lous relations on the world. For a proof of this, be
pleafed to examine particular events related in the lives of
TFrancis I. king of France, and of the Emperor Chailes V.,
and you will find there aie thofe who-affure us, that
Charles dicd a faint; and that fearcely was he expired
when ¢ flower-de-luces were fcen to fpring up in his
“chamber, which yielded a moft admirable fcent ;> whillt
others affirm, that this hero died an heretic by the affift-
ance of his confeffor, who had embraced the Lutheran doc-
trine. And how many rgmances are made of Francis L. 2
Has it not been faid, that he fought a duel with this em«
peror; and that this prince, paffing through France, the
king, by a motive of generofity (beyond any precedent)
offcred him his kingdom ? That Charles had one day
fat on Francis throne, and condemned a malefator, and
afterwards reprieved him, as a mark of his authority ?
And has it not been moreover faid, that Francis took
Chales in a battle? How many falfe relations have
been made of Andrew Doria, and Barbarofla, two fa-
mous fea captains, the one a Chriftian, and the other
a muffulman, and both of them chief admirals of two
mighty Emperors, Charles V. and Solyman? Has it
not becn confidently affirmed, that Barbaroffa, being in
the Archipelago, gawe a vifit, in the difguife of a monk,
to Doria? 'That in an ifland where this interview was
made, they had fworn, one on the gofpel, the other on
the Alcoran, to help one another to conferve their au-
thority, which their émploys gave them, at fea ; and to
make themfelves more neceffary to their fovereigns,ethey
were always to avoid a decifive combat, that they might
2@t ruin one another? That they had moreover both
«ignedthis treaty with their own blood ? Has there not
heen aq\\!ﬂxded to this fable, that the Tlurkith admiral fent
| : B
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to Doria a Moor, who pygtended to be a fugitive from
the Ottoman army, and worc two peails of an ineftimable
price in his ears; and that in cxchange Déria had affured
Darbaroffa not to interiupt him whenever he pleafid to
invade any of the coafts of Italy?

¢ It is time, that under thy aufpicious condu@, the lives
of great perfonages be cleared from thefe falfe relations
which corrupt them, and be orderly inferted into the
books of the moft excellent Plutarch, with fuch a kind
of title, <

« Here is the reft of the Eives of INuftrious Men,
¢ from the Emperor Trajan to Lewis the Juft, of thofc
¢ that have excelled in Arms, Lcarning, Affairs of State,
¢ and of thofe who have Leld the firft Rank in the
¢ Church in all Parts of the World ; and thefe Hilto-
¢¢ ries have been colle@ed by a College of the learnedeft
¢ Men in Europe, confifling of Spaniards, French, Tta-
¢ lians, and Germans, under the aufpicious condu® of
¢ his Eminency Cardinal Richlieu.”

« I would have three perfons of each nation to attend
this work, and who fhould make their abode in Paris; as
being the principal city in France. And I propofe Spa-
niards, Itakians, Germans, and French, as the moft polithed
matjons, and who have furnifhed the world with the mofl
gble men. Now, cvery nation having its particular way of
fpeaking and alting, the edifice will be-the more agree-
able, and each architcé will have greater room to fhow
his fkill. Thofe who fhall read thefe works, will find, in
the foftnefs of the I'rench ftyle, wherewithal to mollify
the ¢20 fevere gravity of the Spanith cloquence. The
fincerity of the Germans, ever attended with fome kind
of drynefs, will appear without rudenefs with the flowp~=
and good fenfe of the Italian writers, And asall th€world’ *
will be intercfted in this magnificent defign, fo fve muft
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not doubt but the wifeft of all thefe ftates will take care in
the choice of the fubjeéts which they will propofe. And,
in fine, if thoti wilt have the chief men 1a the world,
thou needeft not want the fecret of raifing up Puutarcha.
Be not weary of giving marks of thy liberality ; for if
thou wilt have Titus Livy’s, become Mmxcenas.

¢« It doth mnot belong to me to fay in what manner it
is ncceffaiy on this occafion to feparate them of feveral
nations, and to diftribute thefe employs: Thou art equit-
able and prudent, fo that this work being begun, the end
will have a fuccefs anfwefable to_its beginning. I fhall
only put thee in mind, that thou wilt not a little contri-
bute to render thy immortality more glorious, if thot re-
membereft the Turks, thy fworn enemies, being perfuad-
ed thou mayeft find amongft the Ottoman emperors, baf-
fas and vifiers, wherewithal to enrich the ncw Plutarch.
Let not the greatnefs of the work difcourage thee ; how
great foever it be, thy wit and courage are above it ; and
thou wilt not want ancient and modern authors to affift
thee. Suctonius will furnith thee with the Lives of the
Czfars, which may be left entire as they are. Diogenes
Laertius gives as good an account of many of the philo-
fophers. You will receive advantage from the works of
ZEmilius Probus, Paulus, Jovius, and feveral others, who
have acquired immottal reputation by the books which
they have given the public.  You will find a draught alg
ready made of the hiftory of two hundred and twenty-
cight emperors, from Julius Cefar to Ferdinand I1I. and
1b1ahim [. the one emperor of Germany, and the other
of Tutkey 5 wiich thou fhalt caufle to be carcfully%exa-
nuned by the colle ze, to clear up fuch things as arc ob-
TN adding what is wanting, and retrenching events of
* Which there is no fufficient proof, and which feem fabu-

lous; afll, ia a word, for drawing up particular lives

"3
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which are to be met with in general hiftorics, which have
been the method of moft writers of late ages. -

¢ I would alfo have Plutarch’s manner followed, of
"comparing the illuftrious men of one nation with thofe of
another ; where the difcreet writer having weighed the
reafons which make for the one and the other, pronoun.
ees a fentence which docs both delight and inftru& the
reader.

 The moft important inftrution then which an be
given, being the feeret of knowing men perfeétly, who
feck with fo great care to hde themfelves; the true
means for this is the choice of matter, that the reader
may not lofe his time, nor ftudy in vain, but gather the
fruit which all men of fenfe fearch for, which is, to know
what is good, that they may follow it, and evil, to avoid
it. On this ground you will be eafily perfuaded, there
is greater plca?ure to behold the firmnefs of Scipio, who
pafes with one only galley to find out Siphax, than there
is in confidering him when he gives battle to Hannibal
in the plains of Rama. We arc more edified in fecing
this young general a conqueror, and yet fo continent, as
to fend the finelt woman in the world, who was his pri-
foner, to Lucius the Spanifh prince, her bufband, with-
guf tduching her, than in the relation of an hundred
fieges of places, where the effedts which the foldiers fury
produces hunger and thirft, and the effufion of human
blood yiclds horror inftcad of diverfion. In like man-
ner, Sir, you will acknowledge, that a prince or cap-
tain will be more inftru€ted by fecing Francis, who liv-
ed Kke a king, though in prifon a¢ Madrid, who carefles
and recompences learned men all the world over ; and in
feeing Fabricius, who refufes and defpifes the great<i”
honours which are offered him, with immenfe riclies, afd *
who fnatches away the poifon from the mouth of the
greateft enemy of the Roman people, than all the com-
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bats and moft bloody battles fought by Pyrrhus, Charles
V. and the great Tamerlane, .

“ I have made you this long difcourfe as a mark of
my obedience ; and Titus of Moldavia, at the feet of
your eminency, fupplicates you to confider, that when
by your negotiations, counfcls and armies which receive
your crders, you fhall have added new kingdoms to that
which your mafter holds ; when, for the benefit of trade
and navigation, you fhall have joined all the feas toge-
ther; and when, in a word, you fhall raife bridges in Pa.
ris, pyramids with more, palaces than were built by the
Czfars, and all the kings of Egypt; thefe piles will
not be immortal, but fubje to the injuries of time:
Whereas, on the contrary, if you fend for the twelve ar-
chitets which I mentioned, to raife the ftately palace
aforecited, all the world will blefs the name of Armand
Cardinal de Richlieu, reftorer of the repdblic of learning
almoft ruined ; and who, like another Archimedes, hath
known by the examples of the virtue of illuftrious men,
fnatched away by death out of the world, to combat and
deftroy the vices and ignorances of the living.” :

If thou approveft not, magnanimous Vifier, what I of-
fercd to the King of France’s minifter, punith me not, for
a fault which was vovdeligned, having, on the contriry,
imagiued to do thee a very agreeable piece of fervice. 1
thought I could not take a better courfe to conceal thy
flave Mahmut, and to divert this cardinal from fome pro-
je€ts, which I am informed he defi igns againft the Turk.
ifl empire. Should he usdertake the great work I fét
before him, thou fecft the fultans will have fome ﬂlare in

-t and he will, I fay again, have by this means, not to
<ncntisp any thing elfc, his bands fo full of bufinefs, that
he will fot have the lealt tlmc or abdny to moleft us.

4
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I fupplicate thee, profirate at thy fect, to call to mind
the gencral diflike of what happened to Athens, when it
was facked and taken, fuch prodigious numbers of books
being burnt in all arts and fciences, which had been a
colle&ing fcveral ages, and preferved with fuch great
care ; and fo much the more, inafmuch as one may be
affured there is nothing to be feared from thofe that make
learning their whole bufinefs, who are always averfe to
war, as finding their reckoning only in the tranquillity of
a well eftablifhed peace.

Thou fhalt receive, by the fir} opportunity, whatever
1 can difcover of importance for thee to know, either
for the good of the empire, in which thou holdeft fo
great a rank, or to fatisfy thy curiofity, provided the
frofts hinder not the paffagee of couriers, as they will af-
furedly retard the progrefs of the armies, which are con-
frained to lie fill during this rigorous feafon. ‘

God give thee an entire vi€tory over the enemies of
the mighty Amurath, and make thee the conqueror of
all nations.

Paris, 28th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1639.

e ———— e —

1II,—7% Lusano AsurEi-5aap, an Lgyptian I{m:gbt.

Tus king, fome days ago, was prefent at a ball where
there was a great number of perfons of quality of beth
fexes. Cardinal Richliev, who never lofes the fight of
this prince, was there alfo. It was olferved, that at the
end of this divertifement, the cardinal would have gone
out before every body, but dared not, and indeed could
not get through the crowd, which made him f3 impp..
tient, as was remarked by alf, even the king Wimfclfy
who taking him a little a-part, very ferioufly bid §im pafs
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on, {eeing he was mafter. Now, what did this minifter
do in this aftonithment, but anfwer nothing ? And tak-
ing a flambeau out of the liand of one of the pages, he
carricd it himfeif before the king, with a countenance
that fhowed neither defpite nor confufion, Thofe that
took notice of the name of mafter, which the king had
given him, interpreted it in his favour ; and there were
them who thought, that in abafing himfelf fo low, he
plainly thowed the defign he had of raifing himfelf the
higher ; however, every one thereon fpake what he
thought moft proper.

I give thee an accofint of this paffage, remembering
what thou didft in the prefence of thy mafter, throwing
thyfclf out at a window, to take up a little note twhich
Amurath by chance had let fall ; which ation of thine,
being known in this country, this action of the cardinal
was compared with it ; yet with this difference, that the
cardiaal, without“ri‘ﬁng from the ground, has made a
greater leap than thou. God preferve thee from falling
into a precipice, if thou heeft fool enough to leap a fe-
cond time.

Paris, 25th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 163:.

= ———————
CIV—To MenemeT, Page-Eunuch.

Tuov haft recovered from a great ficknefs, znd T eg-
pe& one. I have had for fome days a faintnefs, which
does extremely deprefs me; but by the grace of God, I
nced not yet, the phyfician, The letter which I received
from thee this moon, has given me fome cafe in tay in-
difpofition, which is no new thing with me, being necef-
‘fated to live fo far from my friends, country, yea, and
religion too. And theugh it may feem difficult to be.a:
BS
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faint, in paffing one’s days in a profine place, yet think-
not my piety grows lukewatm, or my friendthip ‘dimi-
nifhed ; feeing I have madc a mofque of my heart, where
friends are ever prefent.  Be then perfuaded, it is impof-
fible for Mahmut to become unfaithful, and lofe’ the af-
fe&tion he has for his friends ; for he hever ceafes'to love
where he has once begun. It is true, indecd, that I éall
myfelf Titus at prefent, and am clothed in an odd fort
of drefs; yet this is no hinderance of my affetion to
my religion, my country, and my friends.

The ancient Greeks have written a great deal aboutr
friendfhip, and the duties of a friend : But there remains
ftill behind more than what they have faid, as there re-
mains more to do than they have done. The word,
friend; is a common name, and appropriated by moft
people ; bat where wilt thou find a man that gives proofs
of a true and unfeigned friendfhip? I think £ am no hy-
pocrite ; be thou as true to me at Conftantinople, and in-
form me what paffes in the feraglio, and how it goes
with our friends and relations in all parts.

I fhall give thee no account of the tranfa&tions of the
infidels, amongft whom I live, being tired with writing
them to the Grand Vifier and the Kaimacham. Imitate
me not herein, for thou aboundeft with leifure ; let me
then hear from thee every moon.

T have had feveral fits of laughter, at the pleafant
adventure of the chambermaid to the old flave, with the
eunuch Melech Aubi. Bleffings on the heart of Maho-
met : I believe the holy Prophet will laugh himfelf in his
paradife, when the angel his mefleniger, who brings him
news ‘from this world, fhall give him an account of what
thefe two perfons have ridiculoufly done in honour of him.
Could there ever be a geater ‘fimplitity, than tg €@¢_
evéry night e verficle of the Alcoran, written on}n piece
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of China fatin? Whence did this eunuch, thy comrade,
learn this ftrange fuperttition ; and by what fpirit did he
authorife that of this flave, in taking the pains to write
thefe verficles with his own band ? And when could they
imagine both of them thcy fhould make an end of this
feaft, fecing the whole Alcoran could not"be caten in lefs
than fix thoufand forty-three days, the book containing
fo many verficles ? Pray let me kmow what is done to
them., T hey deferve not, m .my poor judgment, an over-
rigorous pumfhment, their crime being only a ridiculous
devotion.  The great and venerable mufti will foon de-
cide the bufinefs,; yet Pwould fain kpow the manner,

I fhall now impast to thee an account of a vifit which
I,gave a folitary in my travels into Germany, who fpent '
his days far from the commerce of the world, in a little
hermitage, about, fifteen milcs diftance from Vienna,
This map, who is now,very old, has paffed forty years
of hig life in great aufterity, doing every thing our fa-
mous S‘an,tm‘ns are celebrated 'for; and thou fthalt know
what moved him ¥o-this fevere penance, and to retire
after this manner. It is (aid, that in his youth, baving
been threatened for fome ipifdemeanor with imprifon-
ment, he hid himfelf in the houfe of a faithful friend,
lying in a barrel rovered over with ftraw, where was
brought him privately his diet. Whilit he thus lay ‘con.
cealed in the veflel, a certain perfon went up into the
garret, his prifon, with his hoft’s fifter ; when thefe twp
perfons thinking themfelves.alone, came to fuch famili-
aritics as much Icandalized this new Diogenes, who faw
all that paffed through the crevices of his tub ; and be-
ing not able to contain his refentments, he thus paffion-
atcly brake out, « God fees you, you wretches, and man °
“vap’y In‘a word, his jndignation was fo great, that the

"wb or'barrel was overthrown ; with the noife of which,,
6
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and his fcrambling up, the two lovers were fo affrighted,
that the gallant for hafte broke his neck down ftairs, and
the nymph lay dead in a fwoon on the placg. This
Rrange furprife to all, efpecially the fight of fo filthy
and tragical a fpeQacle, fo affc&ted this young man, as
made him retire from the world into’ the folitude where
he now remains. He lives only on bread and water;
and the averfion which he has conceived on this occafion
to women is fo great, that there is none dares appear
before him. 'There were two who had the curiofity of
{eeing this hermit, in men’s clothes, but they foon re-
pented of their vifit ; for this folitary, full of rage and
indignation, thus welcomed them, ¢ Get you gone, you
demons, fallen from heaven for man’s deftru@ion; I
know very well what you are, and cannot behold you
without horror.” He makes excellent exhortationt to
young men who vifit him ; and having fhowed them the
care they ought to take to live with purity, and rule
their paffions, to which corrupt nature renders them fub-
je&t, he alfo exhorts them to hold a glafs before their
faces, when feized with anger, or when carried forth to
the commiffion of any brutifh or unfeemly action.

My letter is longer than Iintended ; reccive, as a mark
of my friendfhip, the long time I have entertained my-
felf with thee, when I thought at firR to fpeak all in
two words,  Give thip letter, dire@ed to thee, into Zeo
lim’s own hands ; it contains things which concern his
life. As to what remains, love ever thy faithful Mah.
mut, whilit I fhall pray the fovereign of the greateft
monarchs, as well as other men, that he would, after this
life, give us etcrnal felicity, and the grace to appear in-
nocent before his dreadful tribunal, at which all men
fhall be judged.

Paris, 28th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 3639,



Book II1. A SPY AT PARIS. 181

V.—Tv Zevim of Rbhodes, Captain of a Galley.

Mnﬂgmx'r, page of the feraglio, will deliver, or caife
to be delivered to thee, this letter, which is written to
thee by Mahmut, flave and faithful minifter of the great
Sultan, the invincible and happy Amurath, who com-

mands me to ferve him in thefe parts. There is no ne-
ceflity of my fending thee the picture of a man who fcts
forth from Leghorn for Conftantinople with a dcfign to
kill thee. 'Thou mayeﬁ eafily know him, fecing he has
been fix years a ﬂavc in thy galley. Adonai the Jew
fent me this advice from Genoa, fo important for thy
life ; adding, he fet out with his brother, being rel'olvcd
to perifh, or be revenged of a great injury thoti hafl
done him.

He has filled Italy with dxfcourfes of thy cruelties.
He affirms, that having tried all ways to make him a
Thurk, feeing neither prefents nor promifes could per-
fuade him, thou haft made him fuffer the moft cruel tor-
ments 2 man can undergo ; and that being lid falt a-
fleep, by a potion which thou caufedft him to take, thou
haft miade him be caftrated. The weapons he bears to
rid himfelf of thee will ftrike thee without noife, fo
that thou needeft be much on thy guard. He hides that
which is to do thy bufinefs in a little prayer-book. Re-
venge, which does ufually make men induftricus, has put
him upon concealing in this manual, a little poifomed
fteel dart, which is enclofed with fuch great art in the
leather that covers it, that it is fhot thence as from a
bow, and ftrikes with fuch violence and fwiftnefs, that
the ftroke cannot be aveided, nor fcarcely felt by hin that
Teceives it, it canfing not one drop of blood to follow,
%owvound to be feen ; fo delicatcly tempered is the mortal
weapqn, that the man does unavoidably die whom it hits.
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I do not doubt but this revengeful fpirit will cunning.
Iy conceal himfelf, fo that it will be hard to difcover
him. But having had this advice, it belongs to thee to
take care of thyfelf ; and in the mean time, correct this
cruel and fivere temper of thine. Thou commandeft a
galley manned with flaves, who live at thy charge ; thou
reckoneft amongft thy riches three hundred Chriftians,
who drcfs thy gardens, and ferve thee at fea; and thou
haft ncver remembered, they are men which may fave or
take away thy life ; and that ranging the feas as thou
doft, it is poffible thou mayeft meet with the fame for-
tune, and be made a flave thyfelff Thou haft never con.
fidered, that death is more {upportable than flavery ; and
that thofe that defpife their own lives, are mafters of
thine. God preferve thee, and incline thine heart to ufe
gently thy flaves, who are fo ufeful to thee, Follow my,
advice ; thou haft thice hundred enemies in thy houfe,
do what in thee lies to gain their love. Learn this of a
famous Roman, who made his flaves, born in his houfe,
to be nurfed with the fame milk his children were. If
thou art not for fuch an indulgence, at leaft ceafe to be
cruel, otherwife thou wilt be more a flave than thofe
that ferve thee. If thou wilt not fpare thefe people in
love to them, pity their condition, and fpare them jn love
to thyfelf ; whereby thou wilt live in fo great tranquillity
as cannot be imagined. The holy Prophet guard thee
from the danger threatened thee, and deftroy this rath
Chriftian who would ,affafflinate thee. ,

Paris, 28th of the 3d Moon, of the Yaar 1639,
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V1.—To th. Invinclle Visier Asen, at the Camp lefore
Ba ylon.

T trrg are various difcourfes here of the Crand Seig
nior’s wilike prepatations; and it is common for people to
confound here, the ancient Babylon with Sufa and Bag-
dad ; but this is no great matter. It is certain all the
infidels wifhes are in thy favour; for they defirc to fee
thee conqueror, not only of Babylon, but all the eaft
that Amurath may be the longer in his return to Greece,
and choofe a place far dnﬁant from the feat of his em-
pire. Tt is difcourfed i in this court, as if the invincible
fultan carties along with him’to this war, four hupdred
thoufand foot, an hundred and fifty thoufund horfe, and
two hundred baffa’s ; and morcover, twelve princes tri-
butary to the Porte. It is alfo faid Bagdad is a place
not to be won by force 3 that a river, the {wifteit in the
world, runs through the midft of it ; and that the place
has an hundred gates of brafs, and its walls, which are
very high, be defended by three hundred pieces of can~
non ; that the Perfian forces are great enough to tire out
the Ottoman army, and that the example of Cha Ab-
bas, father to the Sophy who now reigns over the Per-
fians, will increafe their valour and obRinacy, to fuffer
the greateft extremities, rather than to think of a fur
render. The rath refolution of this King Abbas, in the
laft fiegre of this great city, is {o cried up aod magnifitd
here, that fcarce is there any room left for the praifes of
Anmurath. This prinee s paffing and repaffing more than
once in a bark, in the fight of two hundred thoufand
Tlurks, to advertife, in perfon, the befieged of the con-
. dition of affairs, and to give them a frcih courage, affur
My whem, they fhould be foon fuccoured, and having at
the fame time about him wherewith to hinder him from
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fulling alive or dead int> the hands of his enemies, was
wn altion which they think is above all eulogiums, and
appears to them greater than flory could ever paralll
It is faid, that this king carried in Lis bark two great
{tones faftcned to one :md the fame cord, to put them on
his ncek to fink himfelf into the river, which was of an
unfathomable depth, in cale he was difcovered. 'I'o which
they udd, that Amurath, who can never have his fill of
Idood, will recompenfe thy fervices in the fume manuer
he did thy predeceflor's.

Thefe infidels hold, moreover, other difcourfes which
are very impertinent, conformding {uck things as are true
with falfe ; as they do the juftice and liberaity of the
gencrous and ever invincible fultan, with the cructy and
avarice wherewith they ieproach him. It is faid like-
wife, that the fequins which he diftributed the day where-
on he was proclaimed emperor, were not by one half
of the value which was fet upon them : That he caufcd
Mechemet, Baffa of Cairo, to be firangled, for no ather
reafon, but to become mafter of his wealth, It is far-
ther added, that this pricce having had advice that a
ga]ley was taken, having {eventy-five confiderable-officers
belonging to the Porte on board, whilt he was divesting
himfelf ia a pleafure-houfe, at the entrance into Afia, he
faid, by way of jelt, « L.t’s drink the health of thefc
fout blades.” It is, moreaver, faid, that having given
his word, and promifed a fecure paflage to the brave
Facardine, an Arabian prince, he caufed him to be
ftabbed in a thoufand places in his fight. But what donot
they fay of his  deftroying the mufti, aud Cyril the Greek
patrigrch ? In fine, they fct forth Amurath 25 a facrile-
gious wretch, that defpifes ‘his own relxgmn, an heretic,
and enemy to our holy Prophet. They relate the pas..
culars of Cyril’s death,. which makes me doubt there be
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traitors at the Porte, who advertife the infidels of the
moft fecret matters which pafs there. Some fay his clo-
quence rendered him fufpefied to Amurath ; and that he
faid thefe words, when he was led to the Caftle of Se-
ven Towers, ¢ Could I fpeak but once to our great em-
peror, he would be forced to love me, or repent.” And
it is faid, that having voyaged into England, he had
learned magic there. Many people belicved, he would
introduce mnovelties in religion ; and, for this end, held
ftri& correfpondences with the Latinized monks; and it
is known here, that, when his fentence was pronounced,
he faid, ¢ He would rife again to torment the emperor,
and perplex his affairs.”” The French having blamed
what I now mentioned, do extremely praife the modera-
tion of Amurath, when he took the Perfian fpy, who
flid into bis camp in Turkifh habit, and crowded amongft
the true faithful ; for he careffed him, and fent him back
with rich prefents. They alfo admire the patience of this
prince, in only condemning to the galleys the thirty In.
dian pilgrims, who occafioned his fall from his horie in
the capital city of his kingdom ; for the horfe was af-
frighted at the apparel of thefe men, and the ftrange fi-
gure they made, when they threw themfelves on the
ground to beg money of him ; but they at the fame time
charge this emperor with brutifhnefs, for killing with his
own hand immediately the horfe that threw him down.
The difcourfes of this nature, however injurious thoy
are, be not of great importance. But, if I be not mif-
taken, there is fomething carrying o0a againft us with the
republic of Venice. T obferve its ambaffador, fince the
Jofs we have had of fifteen galleys at Valentia, hes fre-
guent and fecret conferences with the King and Cardinal
¢ Richlieu. As it is not doubted but that the Ottoman
empire will be reveaged for fo deep aft injary, fo it is alic
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judged that the Venetians will ufe their utmoft endea-
vours to unite into a confederacy the Chriftian princes;
and it is to be feared, left they take the time when the
emperor is employed in the fiege of Babylon to form
fome enterprife, or put themfelves into a condition where-
in they cannot be attacked. I fhall carefully obferve all
the motions of the Venetian ambaflador ; and, if need
requires, difpatch an exprefs meflenger to the Kaima-
cham. I adore thy grandeur, buried in the duft of thy
feet,
Fatis, 10th of the 4Lh Moon, of the Year 1639.

——

VIL—To the fame.

T 2 courier not parting till the morrow, I make ufe of
this fhort time to write again to thee. Brifac, as I have
already given advice, was taken by the forces of France
and Swedeland ; and the Duke of Weymar, who com-
mands the army, brags, that being become mafter of this
place, which has always been beficged in vain, he fhall
take feveral others, there being none which henceforward
can refift him.

The Mare{chal de Bannier, onc of the gencrals of the
Swedifh armies, wearied out the Imperialifts in Pomera~
nia with continual alnms. He took Gratz, a confider-
able place, and has beatan Galas, one of the Emperor of
Germany’s gencrals: but Fortune having changed her,
countenance, has favoured the emperor againft the troops
of the Palatine, who is taken prifoner, with Prince Ru-
pert his brother, having been like to be drowned in the
river of Wezer, whereinto he was drawn in his coach by,
his horfes, who took fright at the noife of the cangd’
and thefc unfortunate princes have loft on this occafion,
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with their liberty, whatever was moft precious to them.
‘The Swedes have, in the mean time, increafed their
ftrength by the conjun&ion of new troops : They make
frequent incurfions on the Imperialifts 5 and it is thought-
this war will laft a confiderable time, by the great prepa.
rdtions which are made on all hands, and efpecially by
the French, to whom it feems important that it fhould
not end fpeedily.

There is news from Italy, that a dxfcovery has beent
‘made in Piedmont of new cabals of the princes of the
Houfe of Savoy, who gefigned to put by the dutchefs
from her regency, and make themfelves mafters of the
government during the minority of the young duke.
Therc is a cardinal of this name, an ambitious man, a
*great lover of war, and given to liberality. He would
fain have the chief fhare in the government, and be mafter
of his ncphew’s fortune. This cardinal lay concealed in
the ftate of Genoa, being clothed in an habit little be-
coming his charalter, and whence he fent his orders for
the execution of whatever he had coreerted with his par-
tizans ; but the confpiracy got wind, and proved a.bloody
tragedy to his accomplices. It i+ faid, that this prince
having twice difguifed himfelf in the habit of a peafunt,
had entered with a bag of fruit on his back into one of
the moft confiderable towns in Piedmont, to give by his
prefence more heat to his party ; and that, with a great-
er boldnefs, he had entered into ‘Turin in the habit of a
capuchin, with a long thick beard, and abode there two
days ; not with defign of ridding himfelf of the prince,
or his mother, but to become mafter both of the one and
the other, to govern the ftate alone. But the confpiracy
k&vmg been difcovered, and the accomplices feized, four-
fcores of them were put to death by the common hang-
man § and be efcaped by a new fratagem, A fecretary
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of ftate of Savoy is to be reckoned amongtt this number.
Another cardinal, who commands the army of France,
fent to the affiftance of the Duke and Dutchels, had alfo
put to death the governor of Cuzal, accufed of treafon,
though he was not fully convi&ed of it.

It is written from Rome, that two ambaffadors from
the King of Hungary, who is lately elected Emperor of
Geimany, had made a magnificent entrance into that
great city, clad after the Hungarian manner with vefts,
called here a la barbarcfque ; that they had above an hun-"
dred horfe, whofe harnefs were of gold and their fhoes
of filver; and it was efpecially obferved, that all the fo-
reign minifters in that court had fent their retinue to ac.
company them in their entrance, that it might appear
more magnificent ; and that thefe two ambaffadors of the®
new emperor being arrived in the prefence of the Infidels
Mufti, whom they call the Pope, they told him their
prince would continue to render him the obedience which
his Father Ferdinand, now deceafed, paid him ; and that
he recommended to his helinefs his perfon, his houfe, and
his ftate, as a new emperor, eleted hy the fuffrages of
the Princes Elcétors of the Empire.

Obferve, magnanimous vifier | the authority of this
mufti. Thofe who are fo audacious as to refilt the muf-
fulmans, will yet abafe themfelves at his feet, which they
really kifs before they open their mouths to {peak to him.
The greateft Chriftian princes are wont to choofe fiom
amongit the moft confiderable perfons of their [tate, the
ambaffadors which they fend with great expence to pay
their homage to this fupreme hcad of their church.
Moret;ver, thefe ambafladors of the new Cefar have af-
fured the pope, as from him, that he will never ceafe o
make war with the enemies of the Chriftian fuith %nd
it is faid they received this anfwer :
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¢« That he ever refpe@ed the King of Hungary, the
late cle@ed emperor, as his fan, to whom he would ne-
ver be wanting in counfel, and all other neceflary affift
ances ; and exhorted him to employ his vitorious arms
againft the enemies of the crofs ; and that, ap his fide,
he would employ the faccours of his prayers, that the
church thould open her treafures, by granting indulgen.
ces; and that he would, befide this, give fupplies of
men and money.”

People, who are idle, amule themfclves with difcourfes
on future events; and thofe that confule the ftars to pe-
netrate into what is to come, have made a 'marriage be-
tween the dauphin of France, a prince born fome months
fince, and the Infanta of Spain, lately come into the
world. It is truc, that at the moment this princefs faw
the light, 'the King of Spain, and the grandees of the
kingdom, tried who fhould outdo one another in feaft-
ings, to folemnize this birth : And the like was done in
France for that of the dauphin, both being accompanied
with extraordinary magnificence, and prodigious liberali.
tics.

The Catholic King has given the quality of grandee
to the Duke of Modena, who was godfather to the
Infanta, and has declared him generaliffimo of the fowm
feas, with a penfion of twenty thoufand fequins of gold.
He has, moreover, made magnificent prefents to the
dutchefs his wife, cfteemed at an hundred thoufand
crowne; and, befides, made knights of the Order of St.
James, feveral gentlemen of this prince’s court.

The Els&or of Brandenburgh has alfo given faverdl
fplendid entertainments in his houfe and fate, for the
marriage confummated with the Duke of Saxony’s fon ;

rand, whilft I am writing, I am told there is a fon born
to the King of Hungary, now Emperor of Germany.
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But whilft thefe rejoicings are in feveral parts of Europe,
an unforefeen tempeft has 1uined whole countriés in Ger-
many., The damage done thereby in Franconia, and
near Frankfort, is incredible ; and it lacked but little,
but this fame King of Hungary, now mentioned, being
at the hunting of a boar, had been flain through a whirl.
wind, which having pulled up a great oak by the roots,
of prodigious greatnefs, it fell fo near this prince, that
he received fome flight hurt by a branch of it.

1 pray Heavens, that all the wildom of our holy Pro-
phet, and the blefing of the Great God, be always upon
thee, and in thee, and ever augment thy ftrength and
good fortune, to the ruin of thefe Perfian heretics, whofe
country I hope will be fubjeéted by thy fword to our
dread emperor.

Paris, roth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1639.

VIII.—70 BepreDIN, Superior of the Dervifes in the
Convent of Cogny, in Natdlia.

Thov art happy in living long and holily too. I can-
not. choofe but refle® with regret on thy great age, confi-
dering how infirm I am, After fifteen days illnefs, my
firength quite failed me, fo that neceffitated I was to
look out for a phyfician ; for I cannot eafily commit my-
felf to the hands of thofe of this country, who kill fuch
as truft them, in the fame manner as if they weie their
cnemies. When I difcourfe thefe doctors about the ftate
of my health, they tell me I am in imminent danger, and
that my cure i8 hazardous. In writing thus, think not [
rave, for I fpeak the pure truth, They will ciamly
kill me fhould I difcover to them under what climate I
3
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was born, whereas if I tell them I am of Moldavia they
may chance to do me good ; theugh that country air is
very different from that of Arabia, where I firft drew my
breath. Ta how many miferies is the life of man fub-
JC&, efpecially mine, when I cannot fpeak the truth,
though it be to fave my life? Pray for me, holy der-
vife ; and if you hear no more from me, belicve Mahmut
is dead. Pardon likewife the offences I have given thee,
which yet have been againft my will. Adieu! We fhall
fee one another in God, with God, and in the bofom of
God.

Paris, 12th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1539,

\

IX.—70 OucoumichE, bis Mother, at Scios.

P ARDON me, my dear mother, if I write laft to thee:
Pardon me, moreover, if I have not written to thee, to
pay thee the marks of my duty whilft I was in my health ;
and let me feek after thee, when, perhaps, in fecking for
me, thou wilt no longer find me, I am ready to die. Af-
fli& not thyfelf if God calls me to him; though I am a.
mongf infidels, yet death holds his empire hcre as in
other places. The worlt news I can tell thee is, that
commonly thofe who defire to live longeft are fooneft ta.
ken away ; and I am not afhamed to tell thee, I am ong
of that number. I cannot willingly, as yet, leave this
lower world. O unhappy life! O unwelcome death!
What apprehenfions have I not! And with what terrors
am I not ftruck, fince I have lived among the Chriftians !
They preach againft our Alcoran, and we declaim againft
,thear Gofpel : They affirm, that Mabomet was a great
impoftor ; and we worfhip him. They believe they only
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know the truth; and that they be the only faints, the
et and chofen of God. What then will become of
us, if we be wedded to crrors, and our Alcoran be only
a parcel of lies ? '

I have neither good nor bad news of thee, no more
than of thy new fpoufe. God grant the merry Greek
thou ait married to have the vices of thy firft hafband,
my father. Thou knoweft my meaning. He called
himfelf vicious, becaufe he hated the virtues of the vul-
gar. *r

I thank thee not for my life;; for that is what thou
leatt thoughteft of when thou becameft big with me. But
if thou expeéteft fome 1ecompenfe for fuckling me at thy
own breafts, expet ooly words of thanks from a poor
flave, who poficfivs nothing. Love and hate all the time
of thy life ; this is the greateft inheritance thou canft
expect from a fon who is juf} .a-dying. Engrave thefe
words in thy heart, ¢ Love ever what is honeft,»and
hate always what is contrary to it.” 'Thus will ghefe
different pafiions be fettled on their proper objedt.

If my brother Pefteli be fill alive, give him my Jove
with an innocent kifs, and a touch in the hand. Our
great Prophet prote&t and {ultain thy age with the faff
of Mount Liban, and obtain for thee fiom the mercy of
the Moft High, that thou mayeft enjoy thy fenfes to the
laft hour of thy life. Adieu. ,

Paris, 12th of the sth Moon, of the year 1639.

¢ X.—7o Pesrevy Hav1, bis Brother.
. I8
Bivizvine my life ia near its end, I therefore, with all
imaginable eagernefs, write to thee, in the thi:dﬁ;ﬁce,\
although indecd thou holdefy the firft in my heag. We
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fhall fee one another, dear Pefteli, in that world where
every one receives according to his deferts, When I ar-
rived in this great town, I was aftonithed at the confu.
fion I met there, but I received no other hurt. Although
the weather be very inconftant, yet the air is good, and
provifions wholefome and agreeable to the talte ; the wa-
ter of the Seine is fweet and clear; the men’ are good
company, and thie women have done ‘me no harm; the
king has not ill ufed me. Cardinal Richlieu, his- chief
‘minifter, does not hinder me from living after my own
fathion. Our great emperor is not difpleafed with me,
yet my diftemper is impetuous ; a fad faintnefs has feized
tny heart, and I begin to fall into fuch a languithing con.
dition as makes me defpair of health. If thou ftill con-
ferveft-any affeGtion for me, read this letter with com.
paffion. Forget the ill offices [ may have done thee;
and if I parted without difcevering to thee the occafion,
give God thanks for the ability he has given me of fa-
crificing the tendernefs which I have for {o good a bro-
ther to the obedience which I owe to the emperor’s com-
Our mother will falute thee as from mé, in giving thee
a kifs ; receive it as coming:from me. Keep thy gravi-
ty, and be honeft in Afin a8 well as Europe; and, -if
thou goett to Africs, fulfér ot thyfelf to be corrupted
‘by ill examples. "It i not without tears I write thee
this letter, But Iament not if I die, neither rejoic) if I4
cfcape ; for I fhall be: thereby no lefe mortal ; and that
tribute which I do not pey to-day, we both fhall pay,
with all othermett, on & certain time. Prepare to part
willingly*; fedy more how thou fhalt die than how thou
fhalt live; and §# thou wémldft live till thou ar} old, live
3 I thou wert to die when thott art young.
‘The Grest God preferee thee inthe perfect ife of thy
Vol I 1
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underflanding, and guide thee into all truth ; and if thoy,

defirelt to be the beft captain and commander in the

world, learn to conquer thyfelf. Adieu. - .
Paris, 1ath of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1639.

v XL—79 Dexer Ocrou.

Snom.n I tell thee I am in health, I fhall write an un-
‘truth; for I am really out of order, and expe&t a fit of
ficknefs, which I wifh it were in my power to avoid,
though it may prove thort and mortal. An heQic fever
puts me oft in mind, how frail and brittle a thing is
man ; and that he ought in multiplicity of.bufinefs,. in
times of profperity as well as adverfity, to think of dif-
lodging hence. 'The bread I eat has no relifh ; folitude
appears difmal to me, and company wearics me ; for I
cannot attend to what’s difcourfed, and yet I do not like
they fhould fay nothing ; there’s nothing pleafes me but
drink, yet all the fea will not quench my thirt. I am
reftlefs in bed, and find myfelf more tired thereby than if
I fat up ; and that which I loved yefterday I hate to-day.
Thou knoweft how I loved books ; this humour is quite
changed. If the fun fhines into my chamber, I as foon
fhut my windows, being nat able to endure it 3 and hav-
Jng remained a minute in obfcurity, I am impatient for the
light. Paris, where one may fay ftrangers come from all
parts, to fec the vgrieties and diverfions there to be met
with, appears to me now an hofpital of fools : I long for
nathing more than Conftantinaple, and to be with my
friends, imagining I fhall find eafe in their ‘company.
And this is the unhappy condition of thy friend, with-
out hope of fecing any more turbans and mnfiulmarg
X loath as much the fight of an ignorant phyfician, a5 .
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the Emperor Severus did a corrupt judge ; and I look
on a little valet that ferves me as a neceflary evil. Vet I
would a little divert thee, maugre the illnefs which has
feized me, It is not above fix months fince I entertain-
ed this enemy in my houfe, which is a French valet, who
makes himfelf a fool, of a pigmy’s ftature, yet a giant
in roguery ; he is clad like the Graces, being half naked,
and wears bufkins like the poetical divinities ; his ordina-
ry fun&ion is to fweep every day my chamber, which
yet is as nafty as Augeas’s ftable : When I am awake he
is afleep, and he is always awake when I am afleep. For
this thirteen yeare that he has feen the Light, he can-
not remember he has been two hours without eatmg;
when he eats not openly and before folks, left he fhould
fhame me, he will yet be fure to keep his chaps a-going’
on {omething in corners,. When I went abroad I was
forced to follow him ; and now that I keep my bed, it is
hard to judge which of us two is the mafter, for he ne-
ver parts with his hat from his head. He is more ready
to pull off my clothes than to put them on ; which makes
me chiefly careful of him at fuch tithes that he leaves me
not ftark naked. He is, morcover, a politician as much
asany Florentine; when he is to do any good office he falls
into the Spanifh pace, but to perfeft a bad one, he is,as
nimble as Cefar was in the quickelt of his expeditions ;
whence it is that I am a debtor to my own arm and
hand for the fervice I draw from him, being like certaims
drugs which never yicld an odquy till well beaten. .As
to his religion, a man.would imagine he held the me-
tempfychofis, fo carefully does he prefprvq the lice that
cat him, left in killing them he a& contrary.to the precepts
of Pythagoras. He is moraaver, befides, an irreconcileable
fneﬂ?'to #ll neatnefs, to water and to truth ; and he is
more ftinking than a fynagogue, drunker than a Swifs,

12
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and a greater liar than an oacle.  In the mean time my
illnefs icreafes, and my domeftic enemy is fo well, that
he affuredly waits my death to live more honourably on
my fpoils. I differ much this day from what I was yef-
terday, and I know not whether I fhall not to-morrow,
go to my lohg home. Pray the Immortal for me, and
remember we were once in flavery together. Should T
efcape, I fhall have the joy of never feeing thce in the
fad condition I am ; and if I cannot efcape death 4t this
time, I fhall have the fatisfaction of fuffering it before
thee. However, believe I do nat defpair, though Imuch
complain, T ceafe wnting to thee, but I will never ceale
loving thee. Mahmut embraces thee in this counér(y of
wfidels, having thee always in his heart, and praymg for
thee continually. .

Paris, 22th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1639,

XIL—70 the Katmacuam. P
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me any great good. Shouldt thou give me opportuni-
ties of acquiring riches, and throw open the gate of ho-
nours to me, I fhall thereby, perhaps, grow vicious and
infolent. Befow only one thing on me, whichwill not
be afterwards in thy power to take away ; give me good
education, and let a man of learning nie the charge of
me ; by which means I fhall be revenged of nature, in
making me but an atom of aman ; and perhaps make thy
courtiers one day repent of their prefent laughter at me.”

Ofmin has behaved himfelf fo well, and gained fuch
cgedit by the mhti}ty of iz wit, and readinefs of his an-
fwers, that he is.at prefent one of the court’s choxceﬁ
cntertammenta, and the fcourge of dcbauched people.
Commg one day to divert and comfort me in my illnefs,
he told me, that being in private difcourfe with one of
the women belonging to a lady of the firft rank, he was
forced to cogggg‘_lz!_xingfelf fpeedily behind the hangings,
to prevent being furprifed m the chamber, where this lady
unexpe@edly entered with the Venétiantkmbaflador, who
ordinarily refides in this court, and where he head the
following difcourfe from this minifter’s own mouth.

“ Mldam, I fhall wxilmgly difcover to you, now that
we are alone, the intentions of the republic I faw, touch-
ing the Turkifh affairs, provided you promife me to do

me two diffcrent good turps. It is abfolutely neceﬂ‘ar’

we make war with thefe barbarians, before they dedldre
it againft us. The Ottoman family is like, the matﬁcml-
tical compafs, which enlarges itfelf the Rore it is préfied.
You are not to be informed of the &mom vxﬁ?ry gained
by our General Capello, who has led in ﬁ'ﬁmpﬁ slf the
galleys of Afric; but thongh Amnmh by émpléyed om
_thefn.ntxcnof Peﬂ’u,tntheﬁcge of a moft issportans
‘place, yet does be aleady threateit to be reveagéd for
the defeat of thele barbarians. The miniftess of the

'3
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Porte do alfo prefs him to fhow his refentment ; and we
certmnly know, by fecret rclations from the Turkith
- camp, lymg before Babylon, that the Grand Slgmdr has
faid in ‘full council, that he will himfelf throw the firft
fife-ball into our arfenal, 'That, Madam, which les in
your power is, to perfuade the king to engage in the
common caufe ; and for this end make up a peace with
his enemies, that he may join his naval forces with ours.
On the othér hand, we could with you would offer the
contrary to Cardinal Richlicu; becaufé this minifter
ufually flighting women’s countiels, will come to our pur-
pofe through his obitinate humdur of contradi¢ting you:
And I do not doubt but this artificg will fucceed, if thou
perfuade him the king is refolved not to give us'any
affiftance. ‘T'here runs a report as if our bailo Had been
laid hold on at’Conftantinople, and retained prifoner in
the Cattle of Seven Towers, by the order of the Kaima«
cham. And it is added, that the Grand Sighior offers a
peace to the Perfians, to return {peedily’ into Europe;
that having no diverfion on that fide; -he may tar all his
forces againft the republic.

. % The popé¢ promifes tuch, and we need not fear but
he will keep his word, being the perfon moft interefted
in our affairs. Fle will furnith money; join his galleys to
thofe of the republic, and moreover fend us feveral flout
mnen.” The King of Spain promifes us forty galleys,'(vith
all neceflaries, together with fifty veffels” of war.The
Great Duke of Tafcaty will dfift us with ~eight veffels
well fet outyand fix' galleys well armed. The King of
Polind promifes to fend into the infidels country an ar.
my of ffty tholifind "Coffacks ;'and’ others fhall eruife
dbeut the Eevantine feas with theit Hidgantines, andzfpe.

cially the WArehipelago. ' As to what réfpeds the repub."
1id; the ehi¢f Families Tn Vienike have alréady proffered oo
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fet ont, and entertain at their own charge, a veffel till
the war be ended ; and all the great caftles and towns on
the firm land, freely offer to furnifh the republic with fif.
ty thoufand ducats a-month. , This kingdom, which is fo
full of men, amongit which there are fo magy, good offi-
cere, which are rich in money, and at prefent fo confi-
dorablc at fea, mult not only not tropble fo noble and
nmeﬁ'ary a proje&t, in continuing a war with Spain, but
alfo gives its affiltance, by fupplies of men, money, and
veflels. If you can, Madam, oblige the king to enter
into this league, you wil} merit an everlafting remem-
brange, . and have an hundred thonfand crowns, which lie
ready for you at Vemcc, to be paid when and where you-
plﬂafg,

.6 This is God’s caufe, the occafion is favourqbk
all things .feem in. a readinefs. You may immort
yowr name, and with your beauty, -your credit, and elo-
quence, give good grounds of hope to Chriftendom of
{ucceds,; by obtaining the affitance of the moft puiffant,
of . the Chriftian monarchs.”

This s what the dwarf heard, and what he entrufted
pme with fince. Were Lin a condition, Muttnoua Kaima-
sham, 4 relate particularly the life of Ofmin, I am per-
feaded. thou, woyldelt give .cntire credit to the difcourfe
he made.mp. .. wm

2. Qfmin is born & Turk, .he loves ;nc dearly, and haa a
aertain {ympathy with me; which .obliges him to feck"
me often, and' eatruft me with 2]l the adventures of his
Bfe, treating me not only as a friend, bt living with me
ag if I were his brother. ;

..«Fhere being fome days fince 1 laugmﬂled in bed, tor.
nm:@ with a.diftemper, which at its begmmng threat-
‘ened me with vexatious confequences, and which, caufca
me to droop and languith, thou mkmrdon e if .I rea-

1 4



s A IBA e TTY

T&%TM gﬂ” W adlbrkuré f edfraord! u'xz:r} Should
A e ® my health‘ 1 ﬂlal} dotible 1 iy care a.nf\

‘mﬁﬁe&é‘ ‘Bﬁr'!'r ‘;Ixe meafm;;s of thu cuurt. 6xdet

: ruden cé ‘and “vfldur, that the pre ara’uons o

g‘?:nﬁcﬁﬁ agixr‘n‘if' thé formidable monar&l)g‘:f ihe' truz
evers fidy vimifh iaro” moﬁc Ana thc Grm Saves

féﬁn of the 'ldwcrm' id up er world ‘grant thee Frfe&
£

h, which Is fsught m vain" by kis Fighpefs's, flave,
ﬁ‘ﬂg thy fervnnt Mahmut

T 20 x,q.th;ohhe 4th Moon. of the 'Year 1431.‘ R

’i”” ) CYEY 3

Of L a1 oha *xlltf—'% IQQUII., b“ K‘Mm’h. .
Nﬁ?wwusﬂnnmq‘ my weakaefs, 1 foree myf'clf to

QVltﬁ

@te thee this’ Ic{ter, t¢ thee Mt"h whom 1 7 e
g&:;t&eﬁ as well ae " Hy Bl YD u.t deltem
uper mé, that ¥hers re ﬁ\e
% words of éevof:oﬁfxto y WTM on ol
Sards the cnd' of 'the moon m}&:y to""r th
;{ﬁ"} me alof} ynil'x tlxcg. thouqim x’am at t,’m);irn‘dm, ceq
eatreat thcc, when t'!z'ou fhalé’ artive with ¢ Icanv
Jaob % 2! )
of‘pﬂg\runs at the maunt of Kratat, SY; offer ) ?f
crifice in my name ; immolate a fheep tn'c g‘x‘mcmo&tﬁm
of Abraham ; afd ‘HXRGL AR fivheltlrat fhe Wiy
Melgussand in full frgogthyoffer devoutly my prayery
to our great Prophet. I afk not honowrs of Mahomet
e mere ¢hen riches : 1 only docig éhet Hdavba twantdHl
fore'me what I l}ave loft ; 3 it !; heal%hll ﬁfﬂiﬁ, “'h"'“

Ilnay ferve our grcat empex Ty ve more holy thag
I'have done. "But befare d;part?ni?c‘, d:ﬁribute F)

do!e "t'g tﬁe poor; ho monqb &2

Z R g s m‘ﬁ,\."‘m:*

deal out to thofe fh§t have moft need.



Mm. & ST AT SARI "0t

Thou knewck how greatly the works of cherity are
yecommended to us: They maultiply the bencdiions qf
Heaven, and increafe our wealth. [ aeither do nor om
do this in the infidels country ; thos knoweh my inabik-
ty, fpeedi'y fuccour me in the mecifity I am of doing
good, and let aothing hinder thee, uo argument of good
hufbandry nor fuperftition. If thou mcgle& my prayer,.
the flame of the fault will lic at thy door; and thow
slone fhall bear the iniquity, if thou exccutelt got the
will of a dying man, elpecially having the power. I for=
got what I had of greatelt importance to tell thee, abd’
which is the mofk holy, ald auncd at to obtain with the
greateft carneftnefs ; endeavour to get for me a Little
picce of the cloth wherewith the temple of Meccatis
every ycar hung, and which the pilgrims tear in picces
to have each of them & part; and fend as foon as thow
¢cantt this holy relic in a little filver box to Carcoa at
Vienma, who will take care I receive it. If thou beeft a
geod muffulman, give fpeedy help to a difciple of the
fune law; and if thou beeft a real kinfman, affift me,
Yave we, and take on thee my defence when neceffary.
1 embrace thee with all my heart and ftrength; and
thongh I believe myfelf very near death, yet I with thee
a long and happy life.

‘rpm. ¥3th of Wi, 4th Moum, of the Year 3639.
L e
XYV the Inviacible Vas1sn Azem, at Conflansinaple.
Iﬂhonbedtheﬁnethtcommndedﬂnmyofth:
wue believers hefore Babylon, § write to thee without

ebagratulating thy refusreltion. The people at Parip
bave‘Rilled thee by their difcourfes, becanfe they withed

¥y death, aod j¢ e geagrally iid thou walt fégled by
3 38
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four fougos.:s Butidf Iwite to another, «raifed 1o the
chicf diguity.of the empire; I pray the great God,who
will ‘one,.day judge all men,.that ‘hé will leng continue
thee in Amurath’s ferwice,. ever happy, and always at.
teaded with victory } and give thee better fortuge than
all the.other vifiers who have governed in the vall empire
of the muffulmans. .
. I have been fick during the fpace of . eighteen moans,
and my health is not yet fully reftored,: I have lived all
that time in continual expeQation of death, and fo many
bdd things have happened in my ficknefs, that I fhould
fall into 1t again fhouldft thou oblige me to make the re-
cital of them.
» 'The charity of the Chriftian dervifes has been very
great towards me, having negleéted nothing which might
beianywife ferviceable to my happy departure. - Fhe
gravelt of them have oftem attended me with difcourfes
of ,the, immortality of .the. foul, of \hell, their purgatory,
. paradife, and the merits and indulgences of the.phusch.
Several phyficians havescome. to fee. me,-and pledi their
. utmoft fkill to keep me alive, -and imagine I owe my life
« to them ; but if it be fo, they have paid themfelves for
- their care, by drawing: fo much blood out of me, having,
. I think, quite emptied my-veins, to sefify-faid they, ‘she
. feveral diftempers which affaulsed me, agd to take from
aime the Turkifb fever which I. nourifhed ; for T affuredly
mbfought it from Conftantivople, . . .
- The greatelt fin I committed. duging the courle of fp
. vlong a ficknefs, was, the-pretending to confifs myfclf to
. A captaindecsifey. a8 the:Rhriflianasdo da. the principel
;. feafts, and. whon they are gepdy ta.dir..: B ufed this cere.
.. mony but macepand I.domet think-I hake gommitted fa-
- orilege, for. hbive ol ommiths and difol mayfpeak,
fracly @ shecy invinciblep Vi bear what 3 plestant pe<
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nance was enjoined me for an-imaginary crime of which
L-accufcd myfelf. X confeffed I hindered, by an apelo-

* gy I had made, a Mahometan from embracing the law
of Jefus; and the dervife faid ¢0.me in a paffion, * You
are 2ot then a caholic 2" ¢ I any (anfwered I} ; and on-
ly diffuaded this- barbarian on account I hmd obferved it
feldom happened, that a Turk who changed his law
came to a good end ; and that thofe who ceafed to be
muflulmans, feldom prove any other but bad Chriftiana.”
“Your reafoning is alfo as falfe (replied fharply the monk)

- a8 the defign you have had is bad ; for you never ought
te hinder any thing whith is good, for the fear you may
have that in the end it may ceafe to be fo 3 and I en-
join you for penance, to fcrape out with fuch exa&tdels
all the charallers of your apology, that there remain no
mark of it, fo that the paper become as clean and fair as
ifithere had been nothing written on it, that fo black and

 detefable ‘o difcourfe be -entirely defaced, by-the paims
syou fhall -take to hindes the remaining of any traceor

“mark: After which, you fhall pray:to God as long-as
you live; that he would deftroy the -temple at Mecea, fo,

* famoud by the impieties committed there, and enlighten,

- the eyes of the blind Mahometans’! But I am conftrain--

' e ¢o-flop here, bring fo feeblc and indifpofed, that I
have not the firength to.write that I am now recovering.-

‘The Mars which has made Germany tremble, I mean the
Duke of Weymar,.is, in. fine, dead, at. thirty-fix years ofx

aage, and buried in.the fame ficld wherein be gathered his

laft laurels, that is to fay, at Brifac.. I fhall diftin&ly; in.,

? form the Kaimacham of -whatever thas ‘happened. during:

- ry ficknefs, that I may not-give theo the trouble t& read.
‘the relation of- feveral adyentures whigh Mave been. ale

.“reddy publifhed: in the wasld, whilfy -thow art employed-

“in the great affairs of theempite.’ As foorl in'l am able.

16
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Ty o S, ‘a0 Wtk Igreter dligease theroffions
of m‘f?lﬁte‘ and Wenreforvatd funBiially idvertife theez
of the Eﬁé&, h&‘ﬁgu&, and defiged of Ahe Makivencel
thif thotl iriayct ot be' unprovided agalsfk ull v atso
tebipei-of thie fnfidels, ' ey

* ¥ entreat tie Being of beinggs to uccompany thy dife
with alf ¢ happinefé thou canft defire on earth, and
thit thow mayeft nevér undertake any thing for the good.
of'the empie ahd its religion without fuccefs.

5o,
‘Pui;, gzl} of the roth Moon, of the Year :Q4o.

AR S oy
XV —To t&:' Karmacuam.

T sow wirt but Hitrle mifteken when thou thooghoeft £

wis dead. I have been ‘fo hear the grives that } mny
hal¥e recdived folar “off thy ltterd without being able tas
reud them ; fo Fiv was I froth 'the poweéref anfimring
theml. T Bavd'Been' fick & whol year and fix months,

out ofthecofdivree of the ‘Nving, md withous reccuw.
i any confblation’ from aMyiene, abandoned to phyfiq
ab¥ betome the prey of the phyfieians, and-in hore,out

of bope’ of 'ever veecheting 3/ but the day wherein I am
to be judged i ‘nov’ et come it € am, in Gue, Aill alive, s
and' Hall’ foois, 1 hojie, e well aguis, i thou, to over

Whelin'me, chirge it iy Tooky'maindy uo a.dsitee upor
nie, and fdfpbiteft me'Sotpudry of infiddity, © o

A3 Yave’ Safotmel? iy} with o thefo Sow vayh, of fo-
Wl evioty whith how bippened duning the tarft o
PRl ridots; wiiel P vilare o thee o 'L e in
NN, ¢ thadlis dmendy Sy the time I have lofl, but
389 Tevt'irodh ' de will WeeaSavthiee to think I am AR
S5y B0 hich oW s how D! oaey fating e
Jowt bretivy,
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eFrinces during the time I have not writtq theey hys -
ghan me @arks of #s pawer and policy.  Four plages.,)
have been beficged in the Year 1639, whofc fuccels have,,
net been equal Ths Freoch have met with difagvane
vage before Thioaville, by the valour apd condud of Pp
celomini, onc of the emperor's generals, whe was born
in Italy, and brought wup from a child in the trade of
agms. It 10 faigd he bas attacked and vanquithed bis maf-
ter's enemies with fuch fpeed, that one may compare his
aftion with that of Claudivs Nero, whea he- defeated
Afdrubal, who had entered Italy; he has broken the
criemy’s army, routed the harle, took the cannon, killed
the French general, and immediately raifed the fiege
but in rev?nge, the fame French who were beaten before
Thioaville, have made themfclves maRers of Heden,”
Seiens; and Salle, which laft was taken by the young,
Pginoe of Conde, who gives the mavks of an extraordi. -
nary valour ; but the Spaniards have rotaken thefe plaays,,
which have coft them dears It is fud that the goveraop
loik by the Prince of Conde thexe, being prefled, by the,
Spaniarda to fusrender the place, thrgw qut t0 them o,
hot wrkite: lonf, faying, # Fhay, thole who cat of ihip,
bread would not {usvenden shemfelyes hefary the encrimy,
come; ta the tise wherein they might, eas ice.’”

Yt the place was furrendered before (the fpring ‘time,
was come: t0 change theface of the parth 3 fo far weng
they from holding out il it was,cqvered, with iee. “

This king imincdiate.y mppeafed the infyrrefhons which
were wade i Normandy. Byt what ik, taon fay of,
Catnis,the King, o6 By B, v b
targed a feeond time into Frangs, alope and dilguifed,,
was difcovered and carwied prifonep to,thes caftle in the,
woll gs;ymmm HRF be. i canclully)
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' The war has been very cruel in Ttaly between the
three parties, who are extremely animated againft onme
another. Prince Thomas, of the Houfe of Savoy, drove
out by furprife the Freach from Turin; but thou wilt
foon underftand that our capital enemies, the Spaniards;
have been beaten and entirely defeated under Cazal, by
the Count Harcourt, of the Houfe of Lorrain.

The Spaniards and Dutch have made a great noife in
the ocean with their fleets ; the former came with four-:
fcore veflels of war, to land fiftcen thoufand men in
Flanders ; but having been met by Van Tromp, a com-
mander of great courage and cxperience, there was a
bloody battle fought, which lafted long, but at length
erded in the defeat of the Spaniards.

The Dutch have taken thirteen fhips, and above twenty
of them have been driven by bad weather on the coafts
of England, where they are loft, and eight others have
had the good fortune to get into Dunkirk. -

-The viCtory of the Dutch is complete, having lofl but
one fhip in the whole engagement, agamft fo puiffant an
enemy, and whofe fubjeéis they were formerly.

. Bear with me, illuftrious and happy Kaimacham, want-
ing firength to continue on writing, though it were the
vitories of Amurath which I were to relate.

1 fhall make.known to thee, on the firlt epportunity,
whatever fhall come to my kaowledge. In the mean
time, the Creator of all things direé&t thee in all thy ways,.
and profper all thy undertakings.

.Paris, 15th of the xoth Moon, of the Year x640. oy

e
‘ . XVI—=T7¢ Dcnzr OcrLov.

T sn in a manner raifed from'the dead by reading thy'
Jetter ; there ig not a line or fyllable, but thows the marks
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of a true heart; and a tender and veal fympathy - with wmy
condition : I pray Heaven, we may do nothing, cither of.
us, to leflen tlus affeétion. .

Thou informeft me in thy letter of the departure of Ifouf
for Mecca: I give thee a thoufand thanks for the money
thou haft given him, for the offering of a faerifice in my
name on the facred mountain, aund to diftribute here be.
low the alms which I enjoined him. I admire thy boan.
ty, and the charitable care thou haft had of the falvation
of thy friend Mahmut, in fending one of our devotees to
Medina, to go the pilgrimage and fay prayers for me.
Inaword, I fee thy kindncfs makes thee forcfee and
provide againft all my wants. ‘I'here is no place or time
where I reccive not the marks of thy favour. ‘

Seeing I am fo dear to thee, and laving thee fo great-
ly as I do, let not diftance of place, poverty, difgrace,
impifonment, or any other misfortune, extinguifh, or fo
much as damp our mutual affeétion.

I have, in a manner, flole the time I write to thee;
for I have nothing which is truly-mine, and I make
thee a prefent of a thing which I owed the Kaunacham,
for whom I ought to employ more time in writing. But
let us lay afide all thefe troublefome affairs, and entertain
one another with an entire confidence and familiaity.
'Thou wanteft not wit, employ it in the ftudy of hittory,
after fufficient inftruétion in the matters which con-
cern religion. If thou wilt be a priuce among other,
men, feparate thylelf from the crowd,~by thy applica-
tion to good authors ; read much, yet resd httic ; read
exer gopd books, there being few of them, and thus thou
wilt read much. If thou canft attain to the knSwledge
of whatfoever is known of men, thou wilt be a kind of
gl amongit them ; whereas thou wilt be of the number,
of beafts if thou faileR of acquiring the notices thou
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oughteft to have. I wifh thou wouldt mind more for
thy friend’s fake what pufles in the feraglio, in the di-
van, and in the prince’s moft fecret councils, to know
what js fald” there againt me, and for me: Good and

fealonable adviée does oftentiines hinder much mifchief,”
aad doc¢s a great deal of good. Friendfhip makes thofe:

thiags which are otherwife hard, very eafy : © He that
is tot ready,” fays an hicly man amengft the Chriftiaus,
s to fuffer all things, and to lofe all, and his very will
w00, for the fake of him that he loves,, deferves not the
name of a friend.”

Let us ever forget the words, ‘mine and thine : Thy
good fortune is mine, even as thy difgraces are: if we
thus eftablith our friendthip, why may we not, though

modern Turks, compare ourfelves to thole ancient Greeks,.

who have given fuch glorious marks to the world of thein
fricadfhip 2 Why may we not be the imitaters of Pelo-
pidas and Epaminondas, who contralted fo ftri& an
union, that nothing could change it? Although we were
tiot born the fame day,, in.the fame climate, and in the
fame town, as Polyftratus and' Hypoclides, who were
born in the famé houfe, at the fame howr, and kvéd al-
ways togéther, 'and fcll frek at the fame time, and’ loved
equally ; yet let us furpafs them in.affetion. Love we
onc another more than Thefeus and Pirrithous ; more
thian Damon and Pithias ; the fornrer of which contra&s
¢d in arms, and the other in ﬁuﬂm that fi5ict amity
that has rendered them fo récommendable to pofierity,

¥f thou knoweft any fecret Whereby to 1eflore’ my appes

tite, which I'ave 168, féd ¢ me. X ash here fpeiatar
of i millioh of mouths, whe estTour times a-day, and

con{ume fifteen thoufam:l en every week, and fifteen '

thoufand other pi‘e‘e‘e " of ‘adials, ' befides mutton, vél,
not to 'réckon ifofésdfﬁhwﬁ, andfrmtsﬁma
m uz‘z*'iﬁﬂw ¢ Bitics Fom"the \fead snd rivers.
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I am forced to ,d;c' with, hugger with my n;at jn,mj‘;:
hands ; and in a town where there is an abundance of all
forts of things, I want all things. Bread, which is fo_
pleafant to the cye, and fo favoury to the tafte of all,
other people, is naufeated by me. Wine aaly, becaufe
it is forbidden by our law, rejoices the fight of me, and
fliis up a defire of dtinking. Let me hear oft from thee;_
Iet thy letters be infiru@ive, and be levelled againft my
nif:lgngholy temper. The God of Mahomet keep thee
ever in health, and make thee love me, as thou doft, con-
mggﬁlly.

WReris, 25theof sha rothMoon, of the Year 1640,
e .

vt ( XVIde—To Anoxar the Few, at Genoa.

T voy art ay h;..in‘ " iting, as inconfiderable in thy,
ju'{gn:cnt o;’thing;z, ‘ 'f‘wl'ga‘ofx hall written to the Grand

iicr, that this republic i difpofed to joia its forces to
tl;’{t'of Venice, for its aflifance in the war aganft the
Partc; byt what graund halt thou for this sdvice? And
of fhe ra;x’d Vifier thould oblige thee to give a reafon
for‘th'x's,‘hpw canft thou fatisfy his cuiofity, and binder

Al

h{moﬁ'gmaécgg}‘xnéstb;ce of great liélxt:zefs? .
%ﬁoﬁ received a copy of the letter thou didt wnte
to Conftantigople, for which I thank thee. It would
have been better I had received the origwal ; for ¥ would
not i‘x'ave "fenx it.  ‘There is no likelihood that a republic,
fo cfgﬁpm’ of cftablithing a peace,in her dominions, will
dig:xrb hef own quiet fop the fevvice of a ftate witlewhich

he's glways at wé,r.' . ‘
‘Iiad the ('}S'pocfca any caufe of comphint againft Ae
mm}:,}, they would want acither foldiers, sor arms, or
cls, nor money, to raife cogmics againft him, Bup,
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at prefent, whilft their affairsare in a full calm, both a-
broad and at home, they make (with greater prudence
than the Venetians) war in the Spanifh Indies with their
regifters, and arithmetic ; and they have always the ad-
vantage in this kind of combat, wherein there is no ex-
ample they ever loft. Let this nation alone in peace:
Wirite 1ather to the Porte, that the Genoefes, condenn-
cd by nature to dwell in the rocks and defart méuntains,
have found the mcans of making thefe the moft delicious
abodes in Europe.

Tell the Grand Vifier, that fomany extravagant phi--
lofophers, who continually fearch for what they will never
find, have at length fhowed, that there is no other place
where are more perfe@t chemifts to be found, having cen-
verted into gold almoft all the ftones of their country,
changed the horror of their defarts into moft pleafant
gardens ; and the cottages of the ancient Ligurians are
transformed into palaces, enriched with marble and por-
phyry, with fo great magnificence and propriety, that no
houfes are comparable to theirs. 'T'o which thow mayeft
add, that the inheritance of the pooreft Genoefe -does
at this time much furpafs thofe of their predecefloss,
Show him they have begun to give confiderable fuccours
to great and puiffant monarchs, by immenfe fums; and
that, in fine, in the regifters of particular traders, one
may fec the names of the greateft monarchs on earth, to
whom they are become creditors. .

Be more careful of what thou writeft for the future;
and when thou giveft advice, fet down what thou know-
eft without exaggeratings, and be referved in what is
doubtful : Never write fulfehoods in thy difpatches. * Be
alfo never the author of vulgat rumours, and flories made
by people at leifure, who abound with extravaganeies.
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God help thy underftanding, and heal thy diftempers, if
thou haft any.

Paris, roth of the r1th Moon, of the Year 1640.

. - .

XVIII.—To the Kaimacnam.

Tsx Chriftians are become magicians ; or, to fpeak
better, the Spaniards who make war in Piedmont, have
filled the world with aftonifhment by an extraordmnary
and new inchantment. J wrote to thee, there were two
great armies before Twin, onc to take it, and the other
to fuccour it ; but I have not yet made known to thee,
that the cannon of the Spaniards are become couriers,
who carry their difpatches 1 the air into the befieged
cities, and moreover- ammunition, powder, faltpetre,
and money ; a maivellous invention, which fills me with
admiration in writing it. There is a man in the camp
of General Leganez, who makes brafs bullets fo artifi-
clally, that having fhot them into the ditch of the plage,
they have for a long time fuccoured the befieged. 1t is
{aid, that being made in a vice, and hollowed within,
they, have ferved for two ufes, to convey into Turin
what was wanting, and to bring back into the Spaniards
camp the things they moft needed. But this mduﬂry
proved in the end ufelefs; for after feveral conflicts, Tu-
rin has fallen again into the hands of King Lewis, who
has thercin re-eflablithed the Dutchefs of Savoy, to the
great {atisfaltion of her people, who have thercupon
fhowed the figns of the greateft joy. .This re-cflablifh-
ment is owing to the valour and conduét of Count Har-
cougt, who has fultained and repelled the affaults of two
armies fironger in number than his own. 'This captain
has made his name as famous in Italy, as were herctofore
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thofe of the heroes of Rome and Athens. The Mar-
quis of Leganez undertook the fiege of Cazal, an im-
portant place belongmg to the Duke of Mantua, fituat-
ed on the famous river of Po in Italy. Count Harcourt
not being able with all his army to put fuccours into the
place, he took the party of forcing himfelf the beﬁeged,
entering on horfeback’ into the lines with his fword” in
his'hand, where he was followed by fome of his gentle-*
men. ‘The Spaniards being furprifed and aftonithed, -
found ho fafety but in retreat, which thcy made difor-,
derly ; and the French, under fuch a captain, bore avkay
that dny the greateft and moft glorious victory they ¢ ever,
won in Jtaly, © |

¥f thou reqlnref[ an accoit of ‘me of what has pafled
in Germany, I can telf thee, that the war has been car
ried on there this year ‘with equal Ticcefs hnc‘floﬂ'es to'(‘:oth'
parties, to whom fortuné has been .fomemhce favourabk,

and other whiles contrary.

But 1 am informed there is 3 defign of makmg a great
affembly at Cologne, to te-cﬂ:abhﬁl a peace between all
the Chriftian princes ; and that the King of France has
named for his plempotcntlary there, the Cardinal Julive
Mazarini, an Itallan Sby nation, a man Q_f great parte and
egperience’in bufinefs. ’

Prince Cafindlr is fet at liberty, at the entreaty of the
King of Polard, his brither, and has been fince well re-
ceived by the'king, who made him dine at his table, and
prefented him With a rich diamond. The town of Arras
which the French have taken in the Spanith Nether-
lands i -of great importance, and is a confiderable lofs
to the Catholic king, and will give great reputation to
his enemivs, that have taken the place in the fight of a
gréat army, commanded by the Cardinal Infant, gover-
nor of the Low Countries ; which conqueft has mightily
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raifed the French courage, and increafed the glory of

their prince.

The queen is brought-to-bed of a fecond fon, who
was born the 21ft of September, and he is named the
Duke of Anjou.

The Spaniards are as unfortunate on the fea, as at
land. 'Their fleet, which returned from the Weft In.
dies, richly laden with commodities of all forts, have
been moft of them difperfed by the French naval army,
commanded by the Duke of Breze. The Spaniards
truly fought with much valour, but fifteen thoufand of
their men were flain, and two bundred taken prifopers,.
togéther with five great veflcls nchly laden. One of their
great galleons was burnt ; and it is faid the other fhips
were faved, having firft thrown the beft part of their.
lading overboard, which they had brought with fuch
great care and pains from the other world.

That which has paffed on the ocean, has not hindered
the archbifhop of Bourdeaux from fhowing the ftrength
of. thc kirg his mafter on the Mediterranean, where he .
hai fought an occafion of fighting the Spamaqh with a
lighter'army, confifting for the moft part of galleys. He
had fent a defiance to the Duke de Farrandine, general
of ‘the Spamfh galleys ; who being unwilling to acgept
of the challenge, this prelate advanced towards the coaft
of | Nap]eb, where he did fome mifchief,

,One may fay, that the migfortunes of Phlhy, King of
Spain, are as great this year as hqs power is. But it is
faid, the[e loffes are not comparable to what he is threats
enéd w;tﬁ,. i "Portugal and Cataloma thake off theyoke |
of hna 3ommanon, as the common report runs. K

T havc }ngard much talk i in gencral ou thefe confider-
able affau’a, withoyt hemg, howem,‘ mformcd of any

certa;n iamculars Bgt hf:ggefomfi, vyl‘:n I fhall be ,
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able to leave my chamber, to go into the churches, walks,
and gardens, about the city and the court, I fhall let no-
thing pals without a {tri& inquiry, and give a faithful ac-
count of whatever deferves thy notice ; and fhouldeft thou
defire any particular thing of thy flave Mahmut, it is but
mentioning it, and thon thalt not want an exa& and
humble anfwer.

It makes me tremble in telling thee, that a report
runs here of the death of the mvincible prop of the
world, the mighty of mighties; in fine, of the glorioys
Anurath. It is falfe news, I ll'ope, yet however affert.
ed with great confidence. The Arbiter of heaven and
carth confound all our encmies, and give the Grand Sig-
nior, and thyfelf, a life which knows no end, and attended
with a happinefs which cannot be increafed.

Paris, 7th of the laft Moon, of the Year 1640.

et e e
e ————

—p—

XIX,—70 Denet Ocrou.

“Thae lovely Greek, after whom thou inquireft fo earncft-
ly, is long fince retired into France, and has been mar-
ried eighty moons to a great French merchant, with
whom I am not acquainted, but am informed is very
rich, and fortunate in his dealings ; but infinitely mors
fortunate in being the hufband of Davia Lena Maani, by
whom he has feveral fine children,

This charming Greek does now profefs the Roman
religion, which is the only fault I find in her. 1 never
knew woman whofe whole carriage is fo graceful, who
does all things with fuch a carelefs exaltnefs, and whofe
virtue is lefs morofe.  Mere chance brought me acquaint-
ed with her ; whom I no fooner faw, but I was ftruck
with admiration. She came to Paris the laft year to {oe
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licit a lawfuit agamfl a ftranger about an eflate. It was
at court, and in the prefence of the king himfelf, that I
firt faw Daria: She fpake to him fo fiveetly, that fhe
foon obtained what fhe defired s and at the {famne inftant,
I felt fuch inexpreffible paflions and longings after her
acquaintance.—Suffer me, my dear Dgnet, to tell thee,
that never any creature made fuch deep impreflions in the
heart of a man, as this charming Greek did in mine.

I drew near to her as foon as I could. I [pake to her
in her own language, teling her I was an Arabian ; and
fhe an{wered me with as great modefty as bemignity. I
went the day following’ to give her a wifit in her own
lodgings ; where this adorable perfon received me with
the greateft civility, not forbidding me a return ; be:ng
pleafed, perhaps, to meet with one that could {peak her
own language, which is very rare in thefc parts,

Since then I could uot for my life forget her : I have
ferved her with the greateft diligence, and fo doated on
her, that I forgot myfelf and thee, and, if I may dare to
fay fo, the Grand Signior too. Pardon this infidelity on
the account of a paffion which knows no moderation,
being not able to withftand the force of fo invincible an
enemy.

Daria is young, of a gencrous temper, andinwhofe whole
deportment there is no grace wanting. Her virtue is far
above Lucrctia’s; for this Roman lady killed herfelf,
having firft endured the violences of a tyrant; whereas
the would die before fhe would come to fuch a tiial. If
you have feen her at Conftantinople you muft have known
her perfe@ions. I, for my part, who only knew, her at
Paris, have remarked four beauties in her perfon, which
1 believe are not to be fouud in any of thofe ladies kept
in the feraglio. Her eycs, her mout™ her teeth, and
her hands, feem to have bee= witde only to furnifh the

8

”
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god of love with darts. She is fure to ftrike where fhe
will with her fioe black eyes full of fire; and fhe has al-
{o the fecret of healing the wound fhe makes, when fhe
pleafes. As foon as ever fhe opens hef mouth, the three
graces ave feen to fit fporting in her countenanec ; and
her body, moreover, is fo proportioned in all its parts,
that had fhe lived in the time of Phidias, he had certain-
ly taken her for the model of Lis Venus, which was the
admiration of all the world.

I bave plied this fair Greek with vifits, loved het even
to idolatry ; my refpet has been ever equal to her vir-
tue ; and the greateft favour I obtained from her was-to
fuffer me thus to fpeak to her: < I love you, Dara;
Daria, I adore you ;** but fhe would never fuffer-the leaft
expreflion which might make her underfiand any thing
clfe,

'This incomparable beauty often faid to me, Mnh-
mut, I have a great refpe& for you, becaufe you are
diforeet and virtuous, and fhould alo love theey wert thou
not a man. Live on fill as thou hait dome, and thea
wilt thereby oblige me to refpect thee yet mbre 3 but think
not to obtain from Daria any more than an inneceat aft
feQion ; I owe all to my hufband, and I will never be
unfaithful to him.”” If I ever attempted to fnatch any
{mall favour, it was aulways in vain, having ever repelled
me in fuch a manner as made. me lofo all hope, and, at
the fame time, feel a new ineveafe of paflion. Confider,
dear Oglou, what paffed then in my heart, and what a
war I was to fuftam,

In my great inquictudes, snd fhaepeft and oruelicft
pains, philofophy fupplied me with no other renedive
but.patience : Sha fet before me the -euamples of the
clteem which tht.ayjents had for pudicivy § bat fhe hin-
dered me not from alfé rGucmbering, that we find-in bi-
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ftory almoft all the philofophers more tranfported with
venercal pleafures, than retained by any precept of wif-
dom. Diogenes and Ariftotle, becamt they not fools
hereby ? And Sencea, whofe moruls are the rules of the
wifeft, was he not driven out of Rome for his gdultenes ?
1 tell thee plainly, the precepts of philofophy have influ-
enced me not a whit 3 I detided thum, and was refolved
to love on, and that more exceffively than all the philo-
fophers together. Daria’s {oft fevarity has laid on me
flronger laws than all the dogmas of the Stoicks ; {o that
nothing can make me chagge my refolution of loving her
ctoraafly. If it be true that love is a weaknefs, only
men, who are noble creatuves, are thereunto fubjedt; it
beirg ecrtatu that mean fouls canmot love, becaufe they
rhave no heart: ¢ Natore’s original is far higher than
reafon 37 ene is the work of - God, whercas the other
cothest from man. Be not then allonifhed, if Realon
does fo oft yield to Nature, *
Daria $ad a' mind to learn Ttalian, whrch the thought
a better langwage than-.othérs. I taught her x great
deul of it i a little tinme; but bulinef qmickly deprived
an wihappy mafler of the thoRt pérfect of fcholars. She
fuid osee to me, ¢ Mahaat; let us have a perpetual ami-
4y for bae another, bue let us love -and efteem Virtue &ar
before Friendthips Tesold me Tiftory and Geography,
to the cad, that knowing kingdéms; towns and provie-
ts, and thofe that goveri-them, T may know into how
many parts this earth, which #ppears fo admirable, is di-
vidud 3 I may now learn the forces, methods of govern-
menty manders, rcligiohs of nativhe, the difference of fems
aid of mountains, of lakes anth rivéryyiof ifhabited places,
lands and deferts, that-d may uot confound the barba-
rous with the civilized sations;: and-republics with mo-
narchies”?
Vol 1.
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My worthy friend, {o noble ag inclination, joined with
3 ﬁngular grace, and attended with fo many rare quali-
ties, as well [piritual as corporal have reduced the pooy
Mahmaut to a. flavery more rigorous than that which he
{pffered with thec in Sicily. How many nighs have I
pafled in horrible reftlefinefs ? And how many timesthave,
I wainly believed I was with Daria, whom I fought in
my chamber ; when fleep fucceeding long watching, re-
prefented her to me in a dream more complaifant than
ordinary? In a word, Daria fo filled my thoughts, that
"1 forget my books, and avoidipg alfo the company of my
friends, fhe alone was my .daily fludy, and I renoynced
all other divertifements : the fineft ladies were naufeous
to me ; the finek gardens feemed horrible forefts, which
ferve for a retreat to favage beafts, -In fine, my paflion*
(friend Oglou) .comes to that excefs, that Lcan. find no
remedy. My tears were of none cffedt tq foften Daria,
and I have calt myfclf. a thoufand times in vain at her
fect 3 all my cares and refpe&ts have ferved only to give
me proofs of her viitue. Regeive as thou oughteft the
coofidence Lput in thee ; and if thou haft not an heart
that can love fo ardentlyy at Jeaft have fome complaifancy
towards a man whofe paffion. has,.no beunds,.and re-
proach me-not with having had. top much weaknels for
‘having been vanquifhed by a woman. It is women that
have always won the greatelt vitories ; it is their . trade
20 conguer, and even thofe too who fubduc all things, It
is impeflible for me to comprehend, how I could love fo
Hrongly without dying ; -neither can I imagine how I
fhalllive, if I be long dzpnved of the fight of her Ilove,
Daria has left Paris, and is diftant thence above three
hundred miles ; confider then the condition I amin: I
aeckon myfelf in a folitary place, although there be above
a million of inhabitants in the town where I diwell. 1T
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ftir not out of my chamber; and as to my books, ‘ﬁy‘g
will yield me no comfort. ‘My only care is to nourith
my diftemper ; whereby I ﬁudy to make myfelf more
miferable, becaufe it is not ininy power fo miuch as to
feek the way to the only Happinefs 1 wih for.~Mahmut
may be faid to be the foh of forrow ; my beard is nalty
and overgrown ; I am out of love with myfelf, comfort-
lefs, avoiding all focicty, and am become invifible to all
people. I have no hope amongit fo many caufes of de.
fpair, but the affurance which Daria has gwcn me, that
I poffefs a place in her heart ; and I believe ir, Becaufe
fhe fays fo. Heaven has given her a frank and generous
foul, and promifes her great things i the courfe of her
life. I have fecretly drawn her horelcope; as far as I
“could find, all the planets dre favourable to her; fhe is to
live a great while ; Fortune will fecond her intentions ;
fhe will enjoy an uninterropted health : and this lovely
perfon will evér gain‘the advantage on all that fhall op-
pofe her.  Happy is he that fhall be of the number of
her friends, liut more happy is he that fhall be beloved of
her, for h2 may affure himfelf of being beloved of the
handfomeft and moft deferving lady in the 'world.

' Read my follies with fome indulgence, and be not an-
gry with me whenthou knoweft I was ready to renoutice
my religion for that of Datia; fhe began to convince
me, and I began te belicve, that the religion of the moft
perfe@ and moft virtious -of -women was the beft. If
thou haft intereft enongh in the*Grand Vifier, br the Kai.
macham, obtain for me the permiffion of leaving Paris
for fix moons only, but by nd ticans-let them know the
occalion. I love much, abfent from Daria ; but it feems
to me I do not yet love enough : I would have more vio-
lent tranfports during her abfence than thofe I fuffer
whillt I fee her; to the cnd, I may fay, that at all

" K2



220 LETYERS WRITTEN BY Vol. 1.

timés, and in all' places, never any body loved fo much.
I have:difcovered to thee my whole heart ; excufe my
paffion, if thou wilt not excufe thy friend fo horribly
tomhented with it; and remember what the beautiful
Roxalana faid to the great Solyman, % That the plea-
fure of commanding, and making one’s felf obcyed, is
to be reckoncd but in the fecond rank of pleafures;
whereas that of loving,-and being beloved, is the furft.”
Henry IV, was one of the greateft kings of France,
than-whom no man cver ‘more greatly loved. When he
reproached the Duke de Birom with the love he had for
4 lady, mark what this cavalier told him : #¢ Great- Kingy
hiow is it poffible thou fhouldft not be indulgent torlovers,
who haft fo often faid when thou waft in love, thou fan
gottelt thyfelf, thy kingdom, and'thy fubjeéts #. ,And"™
this, dear Oglou, is what has happened to me at Paniy,
with this admirable perfon, whom thou -couldft -net find
tt Cenftantinople.:  Bur: alast I fhould be an unhappy
-friend, -if with fucly a love:as miine I’ fhould prove: shy
aivaly T will not imagine it's yeb I fuft tcll theey that
‘sather than yield thee Daringi I will facrifice. to thee all
“the time'I'have to'live: -1 -have. given'my pictureito this
éharming ‘Greek, who hus' rdodived . it “wery couftbotdly,
yét vather s the work of ai excellens- pmntw thain' the
piftare of alover. = : . PN Tt
Eut being full of goodnefs, and pcrfe&ly dlfdreet,
-faid-thtis to me when'I gavt it her: « Mahmut, thark
HMedven thou 'art -not undfoide 5 fuch fort of men have
not ordinatily-all the. fucceffed they pretend to in their
amours. Wife ladies think thefe: kind of people doat too
much on themfelves ; and thofe that are difdainful, find
them not fubmiffive enough and refpe€tful ; and fach as
fear evil tongues,‘\dare not look on them ; and alfo thofe '
gentlemen imagine ladies favours arc granted them be-

3
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cwle they cannot withftand them, and they cxpeét often-
times to be cntreated to receive t em: wheicas thofe to
whom Natutc has not been fo liberal of her fvomy, do
more than Barely love ; they adore thiir mifirefles, they
are ahways humble, and know how to gain the coyeft
beaaty by their refpefulnefs. As to thy part, who art
none of the faireft, thou wilt be happy if thou changdl
not thy manner of living with me.”

It is impoffible for me to fay whether Davia has any
confiderable impefeftion, being too greatly prepoffefled
by my paffion, to dicover defe@s in a perfon whom I
regard as an angel.  T'ime and her promifes will one day
fhow me, whether fhe has.the vices vfual to thofe of hcr
_nation, which are comunonly an infidelity covered over \vuh
“the molt fpecu)ua pretences, and 2 contipued diffimula-
tionJ ' ¢

However, fend me a cafk of the white:balm of Mec-
¢4, :ahd of the beft fort for fcent thou canft get ; and at
the fame time fend me alfo fome of that preciouns ealtern-
wood, whoft fceht is admirable to perfume the body. I
have 'promifed the fair Daria this prefent ; let me foon
have 1t, to the end I may accuflom Daria to the neatnefs
wd dehicasies+of the Mahometans, Piclerve alfo thy
Licalth 3+ awdy 1t (how envieft me, love as much as I dv 3
but love with contmency, if thou wilt love long, apd he
long beloveds

« The Grear God prefrve thee from 10vmg, howeyer, fo
exceflivy as thy fiend Mahmur does 3 the dolois being -
thercin always certmun, and the fruition wncertag,

Fre, 1ath of th. 11 Moon, o®the Year b1t

ln3
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XX.—To the Invincible Visier Azem.

T 115 Chiaus arrived here this fame moon in which I
write to thee, and is 1n perfe& health, with all bis at-
tendants.

T do not tell thee n what manner he was received by
the people at Pans, it being of ‘fmall importance, ferng
they have no other part in the government of the king-
dom thau that of obeying. .

The populace cunwuily obfa ved his habit, his beard,
and his gait, all as extraordinary. It is certain (Envin-
cible Leader of kis Armies, in whom God hap placed his
authority of goverrfing the earth), our envoys are not
efteemed wherever they come, unlefs amongft the moft™
rational and honeft part of mankmd, which are always
the Izaft numbar. '

Not only the common fost van 1o fee 'onr ambaffadors,
for the veltments they wear, to which their eyes are not
accuftomed, but even confiderable perfoms have the fame
curiofity. Some flengly approve; others It .up: their
hands to note their aftonifhment 3 and others, by an in-
folent murmur, difcover their contempt, not underftand.
ing the juftice due to firanggrs, whofe manners mnd
fathions ought never to be blamed ; it being impoffible
but whole nations muft have good reafons for their cuf-
toms and pralices fince fo many uges. .

But he was not thus 1ecerved at Court, where the king
and his minifters do all things with great prudence 3 being
refpetied as a man that broyght good news, ‘and fent by
+ the greatelt and moft puiffant emperor in the world. As
. to the fubject of lus coming, cvery body fpeaks diwrily.
"Fhe minifters of, foreign priptes are fearful left’ the new
fultan fhould attempt the enmtire rwin of Chriftendom, and
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prove more terrible than Amurath. In the mean tirﬁc,
this heatheqiffnpeople fhow. incredible joy atythe buining
of the Impenal city of Conﬁantmuple But the king
has no part in the fenviments of his:fubjeéts, «

Many fay that,the King. of Red Heads will renew the
war with the empire, and is perfuaded to this hy the
Great Mogul 3 and theve are fome who affirm he has al-
ready laid fiege to Babylon. But thofe who fpeak with
more fenfe, .and lefs hatred, affixm, that afl the Porte’s
enemies are like reeds cxpofed to the wind, which will
be eafily overthrown, if ¢he French take not part with
thewi 3 and it.is the folly of this nation (who believes

-hetfelf “fupatibr to all.others, and the arhiter of thc
world) to think teo well of herfclf, becaufe the is refpeét-
cd as a friepd to the faithful muflulmans.

The Jews (Invincible Vifier, Principal Minifter of the
Empire, favoured of God), are the curfedeft race of all
nations ; the Chriftians acculed them of having fet Con-
ftantinople on fire; and greatly praifed the Greeks for
quenching it, $o which, fay they, they have no lefs con-
tributed by their hands than by the fervency of their
prayers’y and that Heaven had preferved it from a total
ruiu, becaufe of the facred relics of fo many Chriftians,
whofe -bodi®s e buricd in our mofques. .

The ncws whigch cames from foreign countries, dots
avcry day denote the diforder there is in all parts, there

sbeing nothing heard fram the fide of Spain but fecret-
confpiracies and pnblic revolts.

The peuple of Catalonia are in a continual commotian,
and fo irritated, that they give no farther quartes to the
Spaniards ; and from Purmgal there comes more Rure

“ynfing news.

London is as full of dqumet, mew parties every day

forming themfelves againit their fovereign Charles, mafler

X 4
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of thofe three'fo famous iflands ; whence it appears, ‘that
the God of the Nazarenes is angry with thefe unbelicving
peop'e.

I thall not fail to inferta thee in due time of fuch
events as deferve thy knowledge ; for if things do not
foon change their pofture, thefe countrics, forfaken of
Heaven (feeing the true law, cftablithed by our pro-
phet, is not received here), will’ foon change their maf.
ters, their m‘anners, and religion. )

T adore, with the profoundef humility, and with my
hcad lying at thy invincible feet, the authority which the
fultan has entrufted thee with, and which thoy defgryeft,
as well for' thy faithfulnefs ds the greatnef of thy ac-
tions.

Paris, aoth of‘ the 1t Moon, of the Year 1641

T
P20 PO Y

p e : bl el -
I N A 2 A TR

XX L Ta Cara Hary, the Rhyfisians er Gonflaitinaple.

' ot 1o
Sixnch 1 received thy Iettgr,' a'nd( t'line mh ks of i‘h} re-
membrance, I imagine my ei‘l: ,mn.c?t'bettcr. I make two
meals a-day. I walk about 1 the !horning,' my a‘)pct'ite

increafes ; I have no more of thofe naufeoh }*;e"c hes ;l,I
can- read longer ; and 1 ﬂe'ej)’ , &0 it trm;e .fqu}}aly:
Yet T cannot f:l)“ I am in perfe@ ix:ﬁtﬁ j {o lopg apfill.
nels has dePrived me of 'that“wixich t'ﬁo ‘qpt ﬁn’d,‘rct'um.
There is w anting to my intellectual faculfics a certainkind
of yiw’raefty and readinefs in their operatipns; \x'rbic‘!: is
extremely abated ; buiffﬁnow’ no&’wﬁ:ff\gr‘ this be an
effe& of the pain I fuffored, ‘or whether ‘it cofes not
Jfrom satyre weakened ; as fi‘i aF oyr fife " Sdvanced to
throw itfelf, as it wepe, ﬁ\’tg;xt ¢ g#ms of deyt'h, “which
Hbat W - o () e L1l » 4
what §s molt ceitain for me. I would willingly entertain
thee'on the condition wheréin Y find myfclf, could 1

)
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oveicome the weaknefs of my difpofition, and the gold-
nefs of the fefon, which picrces me, mnaugre all my; care
to prevent it 1 this icy chimate.  The 1nk I write with
ficezes on my pen, and a hody may fay the fire freezes
toe, wanting, as 1t does, its ufual attivity, the cold be-
mg {o fharp that it estingwihes the natu alheat. The
city where I dwaell appears on a fudden t ansfarmed into
cyftal, the nothern wiud has m one aught froszen the
mur; and all the fountams which weie weat to quench
the tlurlt of a milhion of people, are dued up. All trade
{tems to have ceafed § the nch arc setied to thedr fires,
and the poor aie creep 15‘ et t the flieets, whee, noty
withftanding the exercifcs they ule to oppole the cold,
they feem already ftarved. "The bread 1s become ldhe
marble o1 an haid ftone ; .1l things are fiozen, and an-
cient people affirm never the Like has happened i thar
days, o1 m the times of thar fathas. Thae has been
found, {ome fcw miles fiom Paus, in the gieat 10aq, t vo
memsslad i very coarfe ftuff, withdut fhafis, thar legs
naked, hcads fhaved, and cords about then i ddle, degd
with cold; ‘they were found embraang one anothe,
thunking ,t!'xm'.by to commumcate mutual Lo, to ket
off, bp &t Jeatt retad, their deaths. Thefe people are
dervifes of the Latin church, which are cafled capuchine,
whole Life 18 a continual penance. They 1:fe in the n;gﬁt.
to thewr devations, and fpcad their time In contempl -
tion. They live uppn alms which they r.ckive of the
.Chuﬁi‘ms, which confilt of biead, and roots and heibs P
wnd jf the charity of thefe Nazarencs extends to th
» . . ]
giving an tlung more, they ufe 1t with fobijety. ."[’hep'
ﬂdg wy and me obliged tq wear the habit mghe
and day, whic is dr&adfni to look on, and in which they
Ae buried wh they die. When their occafions requure ¢
them to travel, 't?my are ot permitted to go on hoife-
x5
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back, in a coach or chair, but only in veflels when they
ge by fea, or on tivers, fo that they have ogly that grant-
ed them which Cato was fo -afraid of, and every bc}dy
elic but fools, which is, to travcl by water.

In fine, their life is accounted a continual hell; and

they will be finely choufed if they find not a heaven
when {tripped of their mortality. .
+ Fhefe religious are under the direétion of onc general ;
obferve a long filence, which is a great virtue among
them, and with this are fo exafly obedient to thcir
head, that they have no will lcft.

They have very nbfcure pnfnns under ground, where-
into they thruft thofe who fcandalize their order by their
erimes ; for, notwithitanding the holinefs of their rule,
and the vigilance of their fuperiors, to makc it obfencd,
there is never wanting fome who wander from the right
wayyand often make qu of the slteem which men have of
their piety, to commit fuch cnormities as would be(ound-
ly punified by the men of the world. Thefe kind'of

« dervifes cannot handle money withous being guilty of a
mortal fin. NotwithRtanding this profeffient of poverty,
{ have feeu thefe dorvifes dreft up with 'greater magnifi-
cence-than our mufti, in the time when they celebrate
their maflcs, afcendimg up te the gread altury covéred
with the fneft linen, and thereon velis embvoilered ‘with
«gold, the moft delicately wrought e ean beé imagined,
and oft enriched with pearls and pvecious fones. In

“their facrifice they eat the: confedrated bread, which they
call ¢he Meffinsshis body) which #hey #ré worit to place

*on a plate of fine gold y..and they alfo put iato cups of
the fame metal, a liquor which they fay is changed into
the blood of their God, as the bread iuto the body, as

Moon as they have pronounced certain wogds which ‘fuf
fecretly mutter.
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The facrifice is offered, cvery day, and not only the
Jyple are prefent at it, but the greateft of the kingdom,
ith their monarch on his knees, and in a fupplicating pof-
ture. ‘There ftand about the altar feveral ftately candle-
fticks, wherein burn white wax-candles, which render the
facrifice ftill more folemn. -

1 relate to thee what T have {o often fcen 3 for I choofe
to be frequently in thefe infidels churches, and at their
{folemn fettivals, the better to conceal who I am.

Yet happy is he that lives fatisfied with himfelf, affur-
ed he ferves God in the manner he wall be ferved. Thou
hait tlus good fortune, ®and that of being in thine houle
at thine eafe. When thou gocft oat thou wearft a lony
vt down to thy heels, lined with foft and warm furs,
whillt, I am obliged to cover myfelf barely with a black
thort cloak, which fcarecly reaches below my knees, and
is too thin to reift the pieicing northern blaits, and 13,
in gruchy a very ridiculous habit ; yet which I am oblig.
ed to wear for the fervice of him whofe flave I am, which
cannot caver my bandy legs and ill-fhaped body. I ex-
pedt, with great impatience, the feafon which over{preads
the gardens with flowers, the fields with grafs, and crowns
the trecs with blofloms, and bungs back the prety birds,
who publifh the joyful ncws of the fpring’s approach ;
that being the time wherein I may expeét my health,

Awtp what remains, thon wilt oblige me in making

, trial of my ﬁ'icndﬁ,ip.:that thou mayejt know there 1
not in all the empire of the tie believers, a moe ﬂntha
ful. friend, and, on¢ that joves ther morecordially. Add

Paris, soth of the 24 Moon, of the Year 1641,

x 6
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XXIT.wT5 the Katmactam.

T xe €ourt of Trauce is an affumbly of politiciang, who
difcover or hide themflves according to therr iutercils,
and aic morc wont to hold thur peace than to talk.
They eaplam themfalves in more than one thanper. on the
things which they cannot conceal 5 and I draw fiom them
what is necefliry for my inftruction and thy infortation.
"Fhere have happened fuch fudden and furprifing motions
in Spain as caulc confidcrable advantages to be hoped for
by Franc, which fems to have had o gieat hand
them, on which thou maycfl make what 1cfi.¢tions thou
think:ft convenient.

The muuntains which dnide France from Spain are
called the Pyrences. Catalonia if @ previvee watened on
ope hand by the blcditaizanepn Sea, and houoded by
Naraite 3 it hies fituated at the foot of thefe monntains.
Thg people biave taken up armg and vigéroully oppbled
the Catholic King's muiflerss;and the Portugucles bave
dome the fame tlung, but with diffaens fuccefe. This
kingdom 15 pomprifed witlin the ftates of Spatn, and the
richeft upder her dominion, . tlder fibuation is advantagea
oug, lying between Galicia and Caftile, and waterad nith
the ocsaa, whiclibuings her immenfe ‘piehds, w1«

The principal town of Catalonia -is, Barselohas and
Lifbou is the chief. town of Portugah i« The, firfk, hag ta.
ken for the prietence of its infwmirefion, the infolegcies

owmmitied by the Psoteftantatraops, which ferved the
Catholig, King, apd were quartered in thi‘gfprwim;; and
the ather having long comeealad fea defign, las tt lengih
fhakep off the, Spanilh yokey, prd fet up a kingofs thei
Wp reyal vacey

. infpid that Count Qlivarez, the King of Spuin’s
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chief minifter and favouute, defigning to morufy the
4C?;lloniam, horribly charged that country with foldiers,

d fent thither the molt licentious troops to quartet,
imagimng to chaftife the pnide of this peoplt in this man.
ney, without any form of proceis.

This minifter’s defign has had fo far its éfid, the pro-
vince being full of divifions and flaughters, there wantmg
nething to complete their miteries. 'The foldiers exercife
unheard-of cruclties ; they fhud, indiffrently, the blood
of infants, old men and women s overthrowing altess,
and ruining temples. The mofl courageous peafantq g -
ther together to repel force with foice, and revenge
themfelves moft cruelly on as many of the Caltiliang as
they can hght of, without fparing the King’s miniftés ;
kilhng all thcy meet, feeking thofe who ave hid, to pu-
nifh them with the greatefl rigour ; running afrer thofe
who 'feck their fafety by flight § not pardoning the vy
priefts, if never fo livtle fufpeéted.

+'Fhe Count of Bt. Colomme, commanded not long finée
in «Cataloniay with the sitle of Viteroy; which godt
mai'is now befor¢ Gotd, where he 1pceives the recom.
pencés o1 chiafifements e hae deferved, being the MR
wetim fagriliced: tothe wpeifants firy. His blood was
the prologe of a.diffudl tagedy, which will not end
without mere difewal svents torthic Spanith moﬂarchr, and
the Cafelobiant khemfeleds. ! '

The' vicéroy withdrawe Himfelf into the arfunal of Bar.
celona at the fufbinfarte@ivh oF the pebfants, where Lc
wae Uefeged byt grestnilvitnde of e feditidus peo-
ples and, fecing he cuuld it Yemain thére in fafety, he
went out to go oif beard the galley d 4 'But "the groﬂ'nd’a

of his Body bintdering hit From haftefing ag fatt'as thofe
\vho accompanied him in hie flight, he remuined flone
and, being tircd, L1} hito aifwooh,'atd tay dead for foms
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time on the fand between the rocks which lie upon the
fea. His fervant, the only one that remained with him,
brought him again to himfelf by cafting the fea-water ou
his face 3 but he opened his eyes only to fee his own des
parture more nearly. Hec was fet upon in this condition,
wherein he could got ftir himfelf, by a crew of blood-
hounds, who firft fHot at him, and then hacked him in
pieces, having fuft ftabbed him in a thoufand places. His
fervant defended him as well as he could, in covering him
with his body, but his zcel was fruitlefs ; and all the
wounds he received faved not one from his mafter. He
was an African, and had been Yis flave. The fourage
and fidelity of a man of fo mean birth, delcrves at {eatt
that it fhould be faid of him, that he dicd m imitating
the virtue of thofe ancient Romans, which are at this
day praifed and admired by all the world.

The viceroy’s death ftopped not the peafunts s they
proceeded to excefles fcarcely itaginable ; and thir bar-
barity made them commit fuch hoirible, together with
fueh ridienlous actions, as can hardly be expreffed.

Thefe wretches went to the palace of the Marquis de
Ville Franche, general of the galleys, where, ha\}ng cut
the throats of as many as they met with, they burnt and
battered all the houfehold ftuff, and canicd in proceffion
on the top of a pike a little brafs 'figure which they
thought a black angel ; which figure was only that of a
man, wherein a clock was included, whofe ingenious

Jgn‘ngs made him move his cyes ; which fight fo furprif
ed thefe peafants, who had never feen or heard of fuch a
maching, that they remained in fuch a Rupidity, as re.
tarded for fome time the effcéts of their fury. But there
was one more bold than the reft, who, approaching to

"The picce, cried out, * It was the familiar fpirit of the
Marquis de Ville Franche, and ought to be feized on and

3
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thrown into pifon to take away its power ;¥ which he
lnd no {ooner faid, but he laid hands on it, and tied and

Jovand it faft on _the top of a f{pear, and, with great
thouts, walked it about the town. ‘'The i ignuiant peo-
ple, capable of any ridiculous impreflions, as well ag the
women, who are not hard to be deluded, fStlowed them,
convinced that the marquis’s devil was carried trinmph-
antly aleng the ftreets. Having ran thmugh all the town
of Barceloua,.this.rabble gave the clock iato the hands
of the bifhop and inquifitors to exercife it, and drive out
the devil, whom they thou(,ht capable of deftroying their
whole province.

Affairs are carried on more {erioufly in Portugal,andat a
more moderate rate ; the inhabitants of Lifbon, as wcll as

= the nobility, have treated the Caftilians with more huma-
nity : They immediately ele@ed a king, who rcigns
peaceably as heix of the Crown, and thereby afcertain.
ed of being maintained by the affeftion and fidelity of
tha. people. 'There is already news of his coronation,
the ceremony of which was performed with great pomp
and magnificence. The people, as a mark of their af.
feQtion, hive prefented a million of gold to their new
lerd ; the clergy, fixty thoufand crowns, and the nobili-
ty four hundied 5 and the sew king has taken on him
the name.of John IV. King of Portugal, inftead of that
of Don Joha Duke de Braganza.

Never. any plot bstter fucceeded.. The Tortuguefes
have driven out from them a puiffant and politic nation
without bloodfhed, faving that of a villain ; but of that
thou-fhalt hear more the next .opportunity ; for I fhall
carefully inform myl'clf,of the particulars of fo extraor-
dinary an. cvent, to give'an exaét aocount to the vifier.
e s faid King Philip is thie moft anfortusate prince that'
ever afcended the throne, cammitting his affairs to the



233. LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol L.

management of -another : {o that jt may be faid the
duke, whe reigns a¢ fovereign in Madrid, has chofen Phi-
lip 1V. for Jus favourite. The minifter commands, and
the king obeys ; the irafler’s weaknefs authorifes the fer-
vant’s power ; the confufion of that nation being fo great
that thofe made by Heaven to reccive orders, are the on-
ly perfons who give them.

I kifs the hem of thy garment, with all the fubmiffion
poflible of a poor and humble flave.

Puaris, Ioth of the 2d Moon, of the Yuar 1041,

( i

XXHI.—70 Dener Ocrov.

To what purpofe doft thou bowal the ruins which the
fire lias caufd in Conftantinog lc, if there be no remedy
foy the lofles thou haft {uffered 2 Not all the vifiers to-
g'cther, nor the prince himfdf, whofe authority knows no
bounds, could rcfilt the fury of this elunent, What then
can we do, wretches as we are, L bl¢ to all injurics and
difgraccs? Art thou the firll honeft man that has bt(n
ruined? It js true, Heaven had enriched thee ; ln v
chambers were hung with the fineft Peilian tapcftiy;
thou_hadlt a great number of flavep, fine gardens and
batlung-placcs befet with delicate fountains ; puft, thou
defpair for the lofs of the greatelt part of thefe? Com-
fort thyfelf, fecing thou art nat in a fault, nor ha{l can-
tributed to thine ows, misfortune ?

“Thou tglleﬁ me, that the burning of the, cluef c:ty of
thq univesle has Jeprived thee in one day of all the com-
modjtics.and, conveniences theu haf}: lﬂbqued for mapy,
years ; And I anlwer ;hcc,,tl;qg)}c Whigh gave thee tkefc
'md&, e‘x,pe&a thanks from, thee; in that having cnrgched

thee, with, what ,thog,,badﬂ; mefy he did ot take from.thte
thy life at the fame time,
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Haft thou fo foon forgotten Sencea s Demetrias ? Haft
thou loft any thing which thou didit not receive from’
“(he liberality of fortune? And if whatcver thou hadft
was given thee, wherefore doft thou af@l thyfelf us if
thou couldft not obtain again as much ? Stretch out thy
hand towards hcaven ; pray and befeech: He that has
given thee once, is not impoverithed by the liberalities he
lias fhowed ; hut rather afk of him fpiritual than thet.
temporal gifts, which du all wither and die.

If thou liveft, thou wilt fee thyfelf in the fame condi
tion again: 1 cannot give thee a better confolation: I
will not lament with thee, it feeming to me a fruitleis
thing. If thou beeft defirous to forget the lofles thou
hatt fuffered, confider the great damages the fame fire has
caufed to fo many belicrers in the fame city where
thou bewaileft thy misfortunes,, How many people that
had lefs than thee have loft thore ? And how many bet-
ter people than thyfclf, as more' fubmitting to the till
of Heaven, have fuffered miferles infinitely groater than
thine ?

So great a conflagration, whercin the chicf ity of the
vorlld fuw #fUF near reduced to athee, muft nec 1y have
been avery difmal fpedacte. When I read the relation
v hich thou haft made me, I tremble with hoiror te fee
fo many magnificent heufes und ftately mofques devours
ed by the flames, and reduced to nothing ; with fuch
riches, goods, honfehold ftuff, and ineflimable merchane
difes, public regifters, and chofce manulfcripts, whofe lgfs
can never be repaired, heing become the prey of this eles
mént, which devours all things. 'But thou and Idare nét
the *firlt, neither faall be the laf¥, who bewail the rithiy
of sour country. Hotw Mahy towns in Afid, how many
it Greece, have been* fwillowed' up in an isffant by
dreadful earthquakes ! “An&- kbW thany rufns are Yo ‘be
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found in the famous cities of Syria and Macedonia'!:And
how many, titnes have the ifles of Cyprus and’Paphos
been entirely depopulated! We fee not'only the meft
folid 'ddifices perifh, which are the works' of men, but
even mountains aonihilited. There ave whole cotptries
which have (as it were) vanithed ; the fea has covered
fuch fpaces of land as might bave made whole provinecs,
and which were extreme populous. How many pro-
montories do we fee, which were heretofore cevtain guides
to pilots, but are now butied in the fands, and caufd of-
tentimes fhipwrecks | And if the works of nature be
expofed to fuch great ruins, what may not miortal men
expeét to fuffer ! But I fpend time in relating ordidury
accidents, when I might remember thee of greator ruiny
which the fire made in the .fame imperial city; after it
had been built by the great Conftantine, te whom fhe
owed all her fplendour, before the mighty and fuccefsfd
emperors of the muflulmane had therein eftablifhed the
feat of their empire. ] ‘
Under the reign of the Emperor Leo, if I be not wpile
taken, the whole continent lying along the Bofphorus,
between both the feas, was entirely ruined by fire, And
twelve years after, under the reign of Bafil, the farhous
library fo carcfully collefted, and with' that extreme
charge and trouble, and¢which cosfited-of sbove two
hundred thoufand manuferipts, with the fkin of a ferpent
two hundred and twenty feet long, whereon were written
the entire works of Homer, was confumed.  The fire
which happened in the time of Jnftinieny might make one
forget 8thers; the famous temple of St. Sophia, which
is at this day our chief mofque; could not be preferved
_from the fury of the flames, being almoft wholly' confum-
ed by it. I fhall not mentiog:the niins which: kive hap-
pened ‘by earthquakes under: the reign of the Empror
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Zeto Izoria. There was.a far greater under Bazsjow 1.
for inPrugzia, an entire city, with its houles, walls; and.

~ three thoufand inbabitants, were buried in the entraila of
the carth !+ which muft convince us there have been in
all ages fuch events, as may infiruét us to benr our mif-
fortunes with patience, and:to believe a Provxdcncc, and
fubmit ourfelyes whelly to it.

Let 'us (my dear friend) for once, rqexce in an ocea-
fion wherein all others mowm ; in that we are able to
perﬁ‘mde ourfelres ¢ Thereiia nothing here below deferves
our care,” I do mot day we #hould laugh like Nero,
when he faw Rome burningy which he himfelf had fired,
and. fang the paffages .of Homen whereim the conflagra-
tiom: of ‘Tioy iw-deferibed :, Rathep, do o Lnens, whe
having. fayved foom; the Aames:which devouved his-coun-
ty and cftate, hin tatclsr ; gods, his father Ancbifesy bin
family and. himdeld) beapme: s hero. that ferved for ap
exandple td, poftarity, - : Ide didh not fpeud. bip time i beo
wailing the goods he had loft, but always keps an un-
dannted coumage. .ip $he midk- of the tempelk which
threatgned ta, owerwhelm him as foon a» he was on the
feay, and syhiehj forcad bimp; to wander frem port to port,
vwid. of all belpy o fecuted by a goddefs, and other gods
wha werq aff her party ; and. having gallantly cndured
S mauy difgraces; he became the founder of the brave(t
and famoufelt nation‘of. the univerfe. /Eneas, in faving

» his:gods and hia father, whe were the companions of his
fortune, drew down the graces pf. Heaven, which put a0
end to his miferigsy in, feptling him in a country where he
laid the fielt fyundations of an empire, which ﬂncc has
given laws ta all the world.

Our fins have kindled the fize. at Conﬁamnopie 3 the
‘debaucheries, impietiesy hrypogrifies, and continualrapines,
which yemain unpunithed, are'the caufes of the deftruction

of the famous city of the univerfe.
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Can we imaginc, when God f{ends hisriudg;nents down
upon us, that we can be able to refift them ? Amend thy
Lfe, f thop defirelt to be revenged of fortune, and be
peof againdt all her darts,  Inereafe in wirtwe, if thou
wouldelt be invulnetable 3 be as good in ' prolperity as in
adverfity. Nothing but good works can make thee hap-
Py in this waild, and live when thig world fhall be no
more. -

If realon canmet ftop our tears, fortune, I am fure,
will never, do it. We feem herein very ninresfonable ; for
when ve firft fee the dight we.weep; mnd when we leave
it, we groan, , oo

Live ever with me more nearly thdn an intimate friend,
and imitate (if a man way fo exprefs himfelf} the fivey
which. (according to what appeats to us} confumes alk
things, 40d converts them intq its owin praper fubfiances
but which yet, according to the rules preferibéd by its
Creagor, bunhs not the/dif, net.the other.clomants, but
kaeps them usited, warms aad oonferwes themy s Godhas
endued men with an inftin® which ovght to do the fame
thing ; he has fafiened i them dne to apather with fuch
honds a¢ nothing can break jul mesw the intercluind
mytugl needs which they have of on¢iarothers » Thene
being ne bedy that can be buppy and.become rich, of
himfclf, there muft hedependencies and commepecy withe
out which it 3s impoffible to,have what is moft neceffary.
*I'hare 16 allp & more vefingd commercata wit, the marke
of aftcom which men give one anothery fuccours in cafes
of, nced, whether pf money,or good eanfel ; the latter
of _whicky #,ll ,that , can, b expaded from thy fathful
Mabwt.

Ptiv, 76th bf the 4d Modn UMt Y8 154
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XX1V.—To the I:‘»sta. of the Sca.

T ux vefiels of Afric have aghin been worlled by the
infidels, the particulars of whicly muft needs be known
to thee befdre they &ould comk here,wiieve thetie is tch
difoourfe of the aocident a8 Goulette, and the battle of
Garagoe, to the great difadvantage and prejudice of the
Mahometan pamc. Thefe heathenith people make pub-
" lic rejoicings for the viGtoriés obtained by another ha-
tion. [t is faid, that of five galleys, and three other great
veflels, only onc 4hip faged itfelf by fight, feveral bentg
funk to the bottom, together with the Admiral of Caras
goe, the reft having been brought futo Malta ; and that
there were fix hundred muffulmans killed ; in whofe
death our only confolation is that they died martyrs, and
their blood will ory for vengeance aguinft the idfidels thar
hade fhed it v . t AN
It is hard:to find the ifle of Malta in the chart, and'pet
hiarder in the fiea ; #t being & mere atom of vifible eatthy’
Butit ¥ riot 46 With thie knights, whoare the maflerdinf
it 3 they being » hundred, often feen aiid fek by ns. =™
« Miltarisia feminaryy Whevein are brought yp thie brive
eft fphrks i Chtittendom, picked out from amongf the'
moft illuftnious fantiliess'* F'liefe . perfons Know not whit'
fearis y they have'impefed wrpoti themfelvés the heceflity’
of wanquilliing e dfingy nnd therifure they get the
« maftery of Whatover thiey ‘attemipt'; and with thofe few
veffels they have,’ they make-the Qstonmn' fleers trembld.
"They: wear a golden evofy on'theirftomachd, which is ab
ways dipped in thd blood ofithe faithfal nmuffakhads,—
Eclipfe this impious order, by oppofing the facred: fitvéf
ofsthe Ottoman mogn-againft the force of -fo; fmalha
‘aumber of kmgbta. My zeal obliges me to fay fuch
things as may be troublefome to thee; and which per-
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haps thols knowelt "&s well as I; which s, that T am
perfuaded thou wilt he the conquerdr of thefe pirates,
provided thou once refolveft to drdw out in good cameﬂ:
thy Tekmiesr, « and caft its fheath away.”

The king here is vtry well : He faid publicly, when
he heard of the viory of the Maltefes, that if he were
not a kitig, he thoold éhoofe ‘to be ane of the knights of
that place. Thou wilt gain greater henour, and more
trophies will 'be raifed tothee than were to Ariademus
ahd Cigala, if thou utdertakeft effeétually the deftru&ion
of this people. Thou haR mby prayens, that our holy
I’rophet would firengthen thy 2tih ; and 'that God wonld
give thee fill favobr ifr the fight of Gur moft puiffant em-
peror, chofén to be the chief commander of the ﬁvorld

Paris, 15th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1641.

‘ XXV.—T% the Tuvincible Vister Azsu-.

.

Ay illuftrious weman of the Hoult of ‘Satoy govemed
not long fince in Portugal,in the name of PhilipIV. King
of Spain. Her name is Margakita, and commonly refides
at Lifbon; but this piincefs, with the title f Vice-
Queen, had not the credit or authority neceflary t6 fu-
ftain the dignity, though fhe had othigwife allshe prudence
and courage requifite thereunto, » . -

Michael Vafconcelli, her chief fecresaty, having ufurp-
¢d all the authority, carsied aj) things with.n-high hand ;
to which he 'added a uwl gripiog vovetoufuels, which
was nb leh difadvantageows to his miftrefs's reputiition.
And the Mastjuis,de 1a Puchla, & Caftilian miniter, an
accomplice.of Vafconoelli, hud eftablifhud himfelf in -this
court,.us & nigid cenfurerof dll'the Vive:Queen’s altions.

The Chnftians call tliefeawo men two pedants, fit ovcr
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the p.rmcefs, as if fhe had ftill been in her mipoyity, to
corrcé\: and regulate her alions, Vi e
« The €oo great authority of thefe two minifters bea
came at length a kind of tyranny. The nobility come
plained for the lofs of theix privileges, and the people at
their being opprefled with texes; which made the mini-
firy of, ngcancef{; feem infuppertable, in which it was
feen .th; vice:quesn had no.part. ‘This pripcefs nat, hav-
ing the power to fop the caurfe of .the mifchicfs which
begpn to ,fpring <ups gavemdvice of it to the count of
Spain, and, expeited thepce “the remedy.  But whether
the king waa not in a condition to, give any, or his mi.
nifters concealed fram him the Rate of things, the mif-
chiefa increafed, and Vafconcelli’s friends, by excufing
him, made it almaft impoffible to ayoid them.

When Margarita reprefented the danger wherein Por-
tugal lag, fve was heard as a weak wnd eredulous woman,
and was oftep accufcd of being over timarous, which
caufed a general revolt in this kingdom, which was few
day ip contriting, and ag few hours jr executing. . ;

I€gthoy wilghear thy humble Qave, I'will relate to thee
all phe cirqumitances of fo gaeat an event 3 which will
feem - a . fabjg, fhoyld we refes ourfelves enly to veafon;
but which however is.a real hiftory, as is now'well known
throughout 3}l Europes ; )

Never was there a greater hatved between two natioms
Jhan that which. was-hetwaen the Spaniards and the Por-
tuguefea ; and shough. they had onc and the fame reli;
gion, and almoft the fame humour,.yet it is not to be
imagined how far kheir mutual averfions carried thém,

The Portuguefes bave, g ¢omenan proverb, which fays,
that, a man is obliged to treat and love another man as
his brother, whethet he ke a Turk,a Jew, a Pagan, or
a Moor, without excepting the moft barbarous of man-
kind ; yca, though he were a Spagiard.
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They bave lived with great patience under the domi-
nation of Philip IT and bis fucccflors, fince the death of
their King D. Scbaftian (who was killed in Africa, i
a battle againft the Moors), whilft they were fuffered to
enjoy the privileges which were granted them. More-
over, they &ill expedted the return of therr fovereign,
who was faid not to have died in the field, bot having
long wandered about in firange countrics, was, in fine,
about to return. But the example of the Cataloninns
made them at length refolve upon what they now eme.
cuted. 'The nobility wese the firlt that begap the re-
volt, and pafled over thofe bounds which refpet daes or-
dinmily place between the fovereign and his fukjefie.—
They alleged feveral pretences for their sebellion § but
the moft fpecumo was, their uawillinguels to be facrificed
in unjuft’wars, wherein the moft dangevaus pofts weie
committed to them, as they feveral timen repreached
the duke, favourite and minifter of King Philip IV.

They immediately carried on their iutelligences with
great fecrely ; and when they cape to declage shemfelves,
the greateft perfons confented to the confpiracy, and the
baoldeft amougft them haye executed it with, great valowr.

Don Juan, Dyke of Braganza, is the greateft noble-
map in this kmgdom. and perhaps in all Spain, and
already of the age wherein men.avp wapg to hase w:[dem,
together with ftrength of hody., ¢ wants not for inge.
nuity and {weetnefs of temper. He received the crown,
ter long preflings and yefulgle ; sod indeed is the mare
Worthy of it, as being the lawful heir to it.

The favourite duke was well enongli infoumed of she
rcputation and aguthm‘ity of, the Duke of Braganea;
and confidering ham as 8 princg who might Iewfully pre-
tend to the crown, he made ufe, of Artices Lo
drive him out of Portugal, er frize him prifgner. But
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having always ®ied this in vain, whether by reafan of
the extraordinary watehfulnefs of Don Juan, or that the
Yseavens, on which depend the things here below, had
atherwife ordered it, it was impoffible for this minifter
to get fo good a prey into his hands. -

»FFhis crafty minifter has tried all ways, and fomctimes
made tfe of the fox’s fkin, and other whiles of the lion’s
voide, to bring about his ends. Sometimes he tried to
drww biin to court, offering him the moft honourable’
employs there, perfuading him to accompany the Ca-

“eholic king in his voyage wto Catalonia. But the duke
knew how to defend himfelf againft the {nare, and time-
Ly withdmewr to Villa Viciofa, the ordinary place of his
abude y and whence he exciffed himfelf fiom going to
Madsid; fometimes for that he had not fufficient to bear
his charges a¢eotding to s quality in fuch a journey,
and wehey whiles on other pretences, with which the fa.
vourite duke was obfiged fof feem contented. Though
heswagraet) yet he feigned himfelf to be fdtisfied, to pus
i pearion thé” moft exqleifite piccc of policy he ever
made M ofd s or it

‘Hie fomt hinv forty thonfoad piftoles, to Huy necefla-
viewy anditut'the e tone fent him alfo the general com.
mand of the troops in Portugal ; with order to come fo
Lifvon, mnd as hifgh cohftible of the kingdom, to ob-
fotwe thet metions! of the United Provinces, which threas-
epadeSpatn dnd Porviugtl withta powerful fieet.  But he
Had< fent vhe . Folowing * order to D. Lopéz d’Offias
¢ Thou haft the eorvhnnd of tHS' maval army § getyim-
mediatehbefore Eifbom ° Dor Jusn de Braginza has
orders ta'\tifitthe veffels Al foblh" Ys'ho f4ll 2oter the
ficft vy iclopsibividn iy and Bomediately depdst
~wisle chishiioner’ to Onlly, whée I havd ippondted peo-
ph;s conveylmnte Mdrld ¢ ¢

ol 1.
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b Dot Lopds could not exccute his eommiffion ; his
army was loft in the Englith feas, and it was writt¢n in
heéaven, that Don Juan fhould live and be a king. This,
artifice having failed, the duke had recourfe to another,
Ywhich was, to fend an order to the Duke of Braganza
€0 vifit all th& forts on the frontiers, where there were
“Rrift injunétions to detain him. But he perceiving the
proje&t of the Spanith minifter, knew fo well to excufe
himfelf from undertaking this bufinefs, that he made the
defign of his enemy to vanith this time alfo, and get
leave to retire to Villa Viciofag Thofe who penetrated
not the artifices of the court of Spain, were aftonifhed
at the accumulation of fo many favours and honours on
the perfon of the duke ; affirming, the court had inten-
tions of raifing him to the throne, or bringing him to the
fcaffold ; in which laft they were not miftaken,

-Ohivarez, who let flip no occafion of laying fnares for
Braganza, grew the more obitinate by the difficulties he
met with. He fent him a new order to raife troops, and
to lead them himfelf into Catalonia, fgwthe chaftifement
‘of the rebels ; this being of abfolute neceflity, faid he in.
is letters, for the upholding of the Spanith monarchy,
1o which the revolt of this provmce caufed great mif-
chiefs.

The duke obeyed in part ; hc raifed a conﬁdcrabfe
“number of troops at his own charge; but he teok care
of his owa perfon. He wrote to the .court to e¢xcufe
hitti from that -voyage, and added te his excufes moft
eampeft prayers ; reprefenting, that being fick of the
wworl, “he had retired to. his own eftate, tc lead there a
-quiet life,#recy from the vexations of bufingls; which
obliged:him:to entreat his Catholic Mijefty to-grant him
that reft, which-was the only thing he defifed. *The
Duke de Braganza’s letter drew no anfwer from the
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Spanifh minifter ; but his defigns were difcovered ; and
the nobility forefecing how likely they were to be brought:
under a more ftri¢t fubjeétion, began to murmur, faying,
it was their duty to rid themfelves of thefe oppreflors,
who had folong pecled them, and fet up a new form of-
government. The poor, who fuffered moft by the tax-
es, were the boldeft, and encouraged the reft. Some
were for fetting up an ele¢hive king; others propofed
the raifing to this honour the family of Braganza,, who
alone feemed worthy of it. Some there were who were
for putting themfelves under the domination of France ;
and other perfons of credit among the people were for a
democratical government ; and others again were for
turning the kingdom into a republic.

The nobility were in great perplexity in the choice
they fhould make ; for it was not known whether the
Duke of Braganza would receive the crown, in cafe it
was offered him again ; for the moft qualified perfons of
the kingdom had propofed it to him.

There was none but D. Gafton Cattique, a gentleman
as cloquent as ftout, whom Heaven defigned for the per-
fuading of this prince, that could accomplifh it. He
pretended to fight a duel with a nephew he had; whom
having {lightly wounded, he left Lifbon, as a man that
had brought himfelf into danger ; and wandering about,
from thence, uncertain, as it were, of the place of re-

etreat he ‘would choofe, he went at length to Villa Vi-
ciofa, where having found Braganza in his folitude, he
* thus {pake to him :

¢ I bring thee this day a crown, which the nobil:ty
of Portugal prefent thee ; and if thow haft the courage
to receive'it, we are teady to put it on thine head. This
kingdom belongs to thee, as the undoubted heir of our
natural and lawful princes. If thou accepteft ‘of the

L2
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&rown, the kingdom juftly belongs to thee ; and if thon
dareft not receive it we will choofe another fovereign of
greater refolwsion, and who is willing. vo command us.
The fceptre thakes in King Philip’s hand, by seafon of
the wars made agaipft him from all parts. Confider, if
thou receiveft ot at prefent what fortune prefents thee,
thou wilt be obliged againlt thy will to eobey awother:
Weither the ‘nobility, the clergy, nor the people, will any
lengey fuffer the arrogance of the Caftilians. It belongs
to thee, at prefent, to declare, whether thou wilt reigny
and be a happy prince. All sthe faithful Portuguefe
breathe after thee, and defire thec for their fovercign.
Refolve to accept of what is fo advantageous, and let us
glone for the executing of our parts.”

Don Juan anfwered coldly tq fuch a bold propofition ; ©
onre affrighted at the peril there wasin fuch an enter-
prife, than fiattered with the hopes of poffefling a king-

But in another conference, wherem the duke was told,
the confpirators were refolved to raife on the threne an-
other king, if ke came not to a {peedy refolutian ; the
dutchefs his wife, who has aman’n heart, and is more
courageons than her lm{bmd, coming into the converfa.
tlen, thus fpake to him with great affurance:

« My lord, the Catholi¢ king has feht for thea again
#6 court 3 nt Madrid thou wilt certainly meet with thy
eath; and in receiving the crotvn which is offered thee, o
thou rt ftill in danger of it'; but if thou muft perith,
whichgway foever thou et thyfel, isit not more ho-
nourable to die a king # thie own country, tham to die
in chains in’ a prifon*6y the hands of thine enémy 2

86 couragesnus a difeatitfe brought Don Juan to « refo.
lition ; whierefore he' fent word to thie wmty', of Bis
mdi-rcfs‘ %0 tomply sithiihem, B
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The confpirators were ready at the hour appointed for
the execution of their.delign ; being well armed, and
tach of them accompanied with a good number of young
men, who were to follow them, although they knew net
the defign.  As foon as ever the fignal was given, they
all fet forth from the places where they were affembled ;
and thofc that were fartheft diltunt joined the neareft, and
all together {oon pofleffed themfelves of the palace of
the vice-queen ; they immediately made themfelves ma.
flers of the guard, ‘ﬁnding no refiftance from them, and
this without {pilling 3 dgp of tload, or doing any vio-
lence. They afterwards cried out all together, “ Lo
live the new king, Don Juan de Braganza, and let them
dic that govern ill.”” They feized on the vice-queen,
and entreated her to retire into an apartment, where fhe
fhould be treated with the vefpe& due to a princels, bu;
not oheyed as having authority to gommand. them. .

Vafconeclli, who knew himfclf faulty, and to whom
his confcience reproachied.his. crimes, in this momeat hid
himfelf in a great prefs, under an heap of papers, where
having been difcovered by an old woman, he had imme-
diately his throatcut, and his body throws out at a
window ; where he ferved for fome time a May-game to
the people ; who left not one part of his body free from :
fome mark of their indignation.

One of this minifter’s domeftics threw himfelf out at
the fame window his mafter was thrown ; not in a defign’
of following his fate, but of faving himfelf ; and he dicgl
withouteits being known whether it was by “his fall, or
the mufket-thot which he received,

The confederates with as little treuple fcized on the
galleys and other veflels in the ports, whenee they drove
tHe Spanimds,- They afterwards commanded the vice-
qucen to retire, This princefo thought fhe onght on this

L3
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occafion to infit on the greatnefs of her ‘birth; fhe
threatened the confpirators, and afterwards flattered them,
affuring them of the clemency of King Philip: She fet
before them the greatnels of his power, and forgot not
to fpeak of the authority of his favourite, who muft
needs be much offended on this occafion ; exaggerating
the offence committed againft her, both as a princefs,
and depofitory of the Catholic king’s power. DBut as
well her promifes as her threats were in vain, and fhe her-
felf was at length glad to accept conditions fror them,
who a while before, by connjyance from the prince,
might have executed an abfolute power.

In eight days time, all the Caftilians were fubdued, or
driven out of the kingdom. Al the forts were furrender-
ed without ‘any trouble to the new king, except the'
<caftle of St. John ; which having made fome flight refift-
ance, was fold for forty thoufand crowns by the gover-
por. -

The Duke of Braganza: app&redammcdrately after-
wards in-the city of Lifbon, where the people foon fhow-
ed the afle&ion they had for him ; the prifon doors were
fet open, and all poor debtors freed, and & great part of
the tatéétaken off. Such a8 aftonifhing fuccefs was at-
tended with whatever might fet forth the joy of the peo-
ple, who folemnized the feftival with the found of trum-
pets, and the noife of the cannon, and by thouts and ac-
clamations which reached up to Heaven, whom the Por-,
tugucfes thanked for the liberty which they belicved they
had recovered. This event was accompanied.with -fo
many miraculous things, that the wifeft as well as the
vilgar were perfyaded; it was- marked in Heaven fiom
all eternity by the finger of God. The-clergy, theno-
bility, the citizens and peafants,” were' profafes.in. their
liberalitics on this occafion, to give "their new - fovereign
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ample marks of their affe€tion ; and even the pqor hid
their mifery, that they might not leffen the public joy.

The Spanifh veflels which returned fiom the ncw world,
which then entered into the ports of Portugal, remained
at the difpofal of the new king, the pilots not knowing
what had happened ; fo that the coffers of the prince
were filled thereby (as it is faid) with fome millious.

The king was exalted to the throne in the lat moon
of the laft year; and wife people do hope he will reign
very happily, all the planets being too well difpofed, not
to make him finith his rgign with the fame fortune as he
began it.

The vigilant Portuguefes have ordered out feveral vel-
fels filled with good foldiers and neceffay provifions, to
feize of places and ports which this nation poflefles in
the new world and in the Ealt Indies; and it is to be
fuppofed they will meet with good f{uccefs, if fortune
prove as favourable to them in America and the Indics,
as fhe was to them in Europe.

As foon as the Duke of Braganza was proclaimed
king, .he fent manifeftoes into all parts, and difpatched
couriers and ambafladors to give advice of his promotion
4n the courts of France, England, Holland, Swedeland,
and Deamark. It is not to be imagined the joy which,
this adventure gave te the Catalonians. The king im-
parting to them what had happened, offtred them alfo his
affitance ; and thefe people anfweved him with the fame
offers.  And this is the end of fixty-three years of the
defpotic auchority, which the Spaniards have excrcxfed :
on the Portugucfes,

The news of fo Rrange a revaluion having been car-
ried unto Madrid, bear, and confider well the unhappy

«ondition of the Catholic king; to whom his favourite
cdeclared this news,
L4
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| % 8ir,” faid he, ¢ I come to rejeice with your ma-
jefty at the good news I bring. Your majefty is now be-
come mafter of a conliderable dutchy. -Don Juan de
Braganza has had the boldnels to make himfclf be pro-
claimed king of Portugal ; has thereby fallen into the
erime of lefz majeftatis: All his cftate belongs to you,
and is devolved to the crown, and his perfon will fvon be
in your power.”

, Don Juan was fon to Theodofius Duke of Braganza,
sgrandchild to Doana Catharina, who was the danghter
of Don Duarte, brother to Fenry King of Portugal ;
and Philip I1. King of Spain took away the crown from
this Catharine, to whom it is faid it did rightly belong.

The titles he affumes, are, King of Portugal, of Al-
garves, Aftic on both fides of the fea, Lord of Guiney,
of the navigation and commerse of Ethiopia, Arabia,
Perfia, and the Indies.

This a¢w king is not ahave thrrty-fevcn years old, of
a middle ftature, but well proportioned ; his face mark-
#d with the fmallpes, his bair inclining to yellow, an
aquilme oofe, high forehead,. lively eyes, bis.mopth in-
different grent, and 2 mafouling vpice. Fis carriage is
grave, offe@s great modefly in bis clothes, is temperate

.20 his dieg, affable to all forts of* people, unlefs flaves and
fuch as he believes are hypocrites 5 and his common word
18, “ That mean clothes will keep ont the cold, and os-
dinary meats fatisfy hunger. »

“This prince is not much verfed in bopks, is of an
healthful conftitution, loves laborions exercifes, efpecial.
ly hunhng, wherein he is never tired, He is alfo muf§-
cally given, and fehght of heel, that there are fow peo-
ple can outwalk him. * He és wont to go,to bed late and
rife carly, as knowing that flcep dors take off rouch from
man’s life ; and to complete his happincls, be has chil-
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dren of both fexes. His wife is a Spanith lady of ex-
traordinary merit, to whofe marvellous courage and good
qualities he owes his crown.

The kmgdom of Portugal contains one hundred and
twenty leagues in length, forty in breadth, and has fe-
veral millions of fubjefts, comprehending=thofe in the
two Indies. It has three archbifhoprics, and eight bi-
thoprics, keeping ordinarily forty veffels, which find ports
in eight places of the country. They can maintain thirty
thoufand foot, and feveral regiments of horfe. The re-
venue of this kmgdom may amount to twenty millions of
gold, reckoning in the eiches which. come from the In-
dies, Brafil, Angola, and feveral other iflands.

The French monarch will hold a good intellirénce
with the Houfe of DBraganza; England will enter into
an alliance with her; the pope will concern himfclf on
neither fide ; the emperor, united by blood and intereft
to the Spaniards, will be an irreconcileable enemy, but
unable to do them any hurt; and the ftates of Hol-
land will find greater advantage than all others in this
ftrangc revolution. Thefe are the fentiments of thofe
that pretend to penetrate into the future, and to know
more than others. And if it be true that this new fove-
reizn has had, as all men in his place would have had, a
fecret defire of being king, he has fo well concealed his'
ambition, that it is to be fuppofed he will prove a moft
judicious prince, that will uphold his authority more .
by his wifdom and prudence than by force. The juft
God cut thort the coprfe of his ill defigns, fhould be haye
the courage and defire of revenging one day the dgath of
his predeceflor Don Scbaﬁxan, on the' faithful muffulmans
of Afiic.

Thou wilt find, invincible Vifier, the faithful and re.
fe&ifal Mahmut always ready to exécute the orders

LS
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which thou fhalt fend him for the emperor’s fervice ; and
ready to obey the leaft figns of thy vi@orious hand to
death, whether natural or violent.

Paris, 15th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1641.

’

——

XXVI1.—-7s Excururt Emir Meuemer CHEIK, @
Man of the Law.

Tz;.t. me this ouce, whether thou beeft alive and at li-

berty ; and whether thou doft really love me, or only.
pretend it. My friends return fio anfwers to my letters,

which makes me frangely ignorant of all things ; I know

only by conje@ure that which is never fo little doubtful 3

and that which is certain cannot be known here truly as |
it falls out, as being related according to people’s paffions

and interefts. There is no body dares write to me frecly

what he thinks; and there are few that will inform me

of ,what is come to their knowledge, left their Jetters

fhould be intercepted. .

I know. very well we have a new malter, but I know
not whetber he be thought a more able prince thart Amu-
rath, and has the fame courage and fancy for war. The
Chiaus that lately arrived in this court of France is very
referved to me, and makes a myftery of every thing.

Amurath is dead : Thofe who fay he was cruel, yet
declare him to be the moft dexterous, valiant, and com.
pletcft man in his empire. The Chriftians are fools, who
Wil pot hence gather, that our monarchs moft certain
maximk to reign with authority and perfe® fecurity is,
" To make themfelves be feared, and not to be.fhy of
fpilling the bloodidf thofe who ferve them ill, who are
fufpe@ied by them, or may prove troublefome to them.”
*Fhofe troops of mutes which abide always in the ferd
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glio, ready to obey the leaft fign of thofe who give them
orders, maintain, increafle, and render formidable the Ot-
toman power 3 for the empire would never be at: peace,
but in continual trouble, fhould all the fons and nephews
of our fultans be fuffered to live ; and we fhould have a
wholg nation of princes, who would beZlways a-biting
and tearing, and ruining one another by civil wars, as is
often fecn to happen amang the Chriftians, Whence this
certain maxim is pratifcd, ¢ That it is better it fhould
coft innocent perfons their lives, than not to deftroy thofe
who may be faulty.” * -

Indeed, L muft confefs, I knew not that Amurath him-
{elf killed with his own hands his own filter. Thou that
knoweft the fecret of this tragedy canft tell, whethér he
was tranfported to that excefs, becanfe fhe anfwered with
great haughtinefs to the fultanefs her mother, who 1e-
prehended her on fome fecret love fhe entertained. If
this be the cafe fhe died not innocent, and I have a great
curiofity to know the particulars of it..

But do not relate to me the unbappy end of his two
brothers, Bajazet and Orcan, left thou make an old
wound bleed afrefh. Poor princes, what crime have
they committed, if their brother reigns? Cruel king !
How great was thy inhumanity, fecing they obeyed with-
out murmuring.

But Amurath was-a dreadful lover, who tamed his pal.
fions with a poniard ; he ftabbed the moft beautiful of
his fultanefles ; and for what reafon? The Chriftians par-
don him the blood of his brethren which he fpilt, gf hls
fifter, and of the brave Facardin, feveral vifiers,*of his.
friends, and fo many brave commagders, and illuftrious
perfons, but they will not pardon him the death. of e
piftrefs ; for they cannot conccive hows prince, a muf-
fulman, can play the hangman in fuch a delicious place,.

L 6
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where he has nothing to -do but to think of giving ‘his
lbve agrecable marks of his paffien. But you will tell

«me, perhaps, fhe was {o bold:as 1o wear in his fight, flow.
ers and perfumes which came from his brother: It is
certainly a great crime nwt to obey thofe who have all
power to command us ; but it is a greater crime go lay
on commands, to have aa occafion for cruelty. They fay,.
a man which does fuch.'an aétion is a montter, but I do
not fay fo. ¢ .

Faform' me what the new Sultan Ibrahim does, of his
humour and inclination. It® appears he is ftill infirm,
and ftupified-with his long xmpnfonment. ‘What altera-
tions has his entrance into the empire produced ! wil
he be fanguinary as his brother was, or gracious and mer-
ciful ? .

Speak to me-once, my dear friend, with: all freedom,,
void of difguife ; is he amoroufly inclined ? I much value
fuch pringes, for they ‘are gencrally mild ; and this paf-
fion foftens them, how cruel foever they may be, makes
them liberal, and ftrangers to covetoufnefs, that cruel
monfter, which douds and fullies the brighteft virtues.—
#ow many perians are employed: to'choofe fine women
for the feraglio, to* contribute to Tbrahim’s plealure ?
Happy will the handlomieft wotnen of Afla be. But the
eyes of thismonarch will be made like other mes®s; which

“are not alwayswllured with the greateft beauties. Hence
it is that we have feen in eur empétor’s feraglio, ladies ,
wl'nch forpaffed o charme all’ others, and yet died vir-.
ging, and neglt&ed bytlum to whofe ptea(um they were
eonfecdraved. - .

The Chiaus hm #nly informed me,, that Mﬁ'm ap-

rs. oftén éh horfebuck in the city, and feems a juft

"and merciful prifice, and défigns to meke the fhephend’

Haffein, prime vifier4 he that.was fo Jong the compa-
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pion of his prifon. It is faid he often made i his em-
ployment to divert Ibrahim in his confinement, by play-
ing on his pipe, and. making him difcourfes without art,
and extreme innocent, of what he did when lLe kept
fheep. He told ,me alfo, that he often went for his di
verfion on the Black Sea, to take the air, and enjay that
liberty of which he was fo long deprived; that Le is alfo
much.delighted with the reading of Greek bouks, efpe-
gially Xenophon and Plutarch ; that he is very devous,
though not fuperftitious, according to the kumour of the
devotees of our law, who will have our fovereigns be im«
placable encmies to the Chriftians, If this be neceffary
to falvation, to perfecute a religion contrary to ous,
what will become of all thofe who are dead, and never
did it ? I am of opinion, * That true holinefs confills in
doing good, and living in charity with all men.”’

"The infidels with whom I live at prefent, for the em-
peror’s fervice, whofe fubje&t I am, do glory in their
firi obfervance of this precept, which is in their veli~
gion, and they-are happy if they keep it. Dut tell me,
doft thou think our emperor is not like to have children, as
is already reported, and that he cannot live long. TFhey
are net only.the idle peaple that talk at this rate, but
thefe whafe intereft obliges them to. know who is to be

the fucceffor ; amd ‘many of the folidet think it will be
the King of the Tartars, and that thofe of the sace of
Mula Honkair will be excluded, . . .

 This race is -really diufiviousy but every hody knows
not the.rife of it, The head of this family-defcendg fm
Tamerlatie ; thou knoweft the reft, and I will nof difpute
with thee about geuealogies. n
‘Wihatever pafles here below is fo®hincertain, that thou
mayeft accufe me of impradence in difeourfing of things
at this diftence 3 fory in cffe®t, Ibrahim may be a’father
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by this time. Pray to God, who difpofes of thrones,
makes races endure, or decay ; merit from him, by faft-
mgs and prayers, and beg of him, that he would give
me the grace to live blamelefs, and dic innocent ; that I
may enter with thee into heaven, and there enjoy thofe
unfpeakable good things which are referved for the faith-
ful.

Love me, though diftant from_thee ; and let me have
tokens of thy friendfhip, by ftealing fome moments of
leifure from thy ordinary bufinefs to write to me.

Paris, 25th of the 4th Moon, of the, Year 1641,

BOOK IV.

LETTER L~T0 the Pencrable Mu¥t1, Prince of the
Religion of the Muffulmans.

T uess is now found in one man alone, whatever feve-
ral nerfons of great ingenuity could acquire by long ex-
perience ; and this man is Cardinal de Richlieu, to whofe
reputation thou art no ftranger. He was defigned, like
thee, for the affaire of his church, and dedicated to reli-
gion ; but he is not fo much employed about them, but
that he applies himfelf with as great care to the affairs of
tht world ; and it is he, who under the authority of the
king his mafter, governs the affairs of the French, I
obey thee, venerable mufti ; thou haft enjoined-me.to in-
form tliee of the (ﬁm:ular ations of this famous pre-
late: But I fhall not fay much of him, it being impofs
fible tofathom him, He is the moft desterous and fubtle.
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politician that lives in all the countries of the unbelicvers.
The famous Greek Lyfander was never,fo cusning ;
neither did Tiberius (how half fo much diffimulation at
Rome, nor judgment in affaiis, as he § no not in the time
when he fet himfelf to remove his rivals, and take away
all obltacles which might hinder his obtaffiing the em.
pire. He interprets all the doubts which arife in his rc.
ligion 3 he is the arbiter of rewards and punifhments, and
the king, who kuows his zeal and ability, leaves to bim
the direCtion of his kingdom and people, which he go-
verns and leads as Jacob led the flocks of Laban. This
cardinal wants only the® ait which this great patriaich
had, to make men be born as he pleafcs, as this holy If-
raclite made the fheep.

There came fome days fince a perfon from Germany,
who went immediately to the palace of this minifter, and
fent him word by his captain of the guards, that the let-
ter B was come. The officer was unwilling to dcliver
this kind of mefluge to his mafter, and therefore defired
the German to explain this riddle ; but he only told him
langhing, that the cardinal’s alphabet was like the fu-
mous ku:fe of Delph, which ferved to all purpofes; fo that
he necd only mention the arrival of the letter B, and he
would be underftgod ; which was no fooner done, but
this German was privately introduced into this miniffer’s
clofet, where he had a long conference ; but I could ne-
ver hear the fubje& of it.

He that by his*word created all things, increafe thy
health ; and make thy authority ever admed and feared,
even in Rome itfelf.

Paris, 25th of the 4th Moon, of the Yegr 1641,
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11.— 7o the Re1s Ersexon, Principal Secretary of the Ot~
’ toman Ewpire.

I come but now from learning an adventure, which yet
happened fome days fince 3 but all thinge are carried on
with fuch fecrecy in France, that it is alnoft impoffible
to know any thing befure it is made public. -

Therc was apprehended here, in the laft roon of Ja-
nuary, certain ruffians, in the habit of hermits, who were
to aflafinate Cardinal Rich'ieu.

Thefe wretches confcfled before the judyes, as foon as
they weie put on the rack, the® intention of killing the
king’s favourite, becaufe he was no friend to the Duke de
Vendofme, who is natural fon to the deceafcd King Henry
the Great. This adventure has greatly furprifed the court ;|
each man fpeaking of it according as his intereft or af-
feQtion inclines him. The Duke of Vendofme’s friends
have declared themfelves againft the cardinal ; and this
minifter’s creatares have much aggravated this attempt,
to render this prince’s family more odious, and heighiten
the cardinal’s reputation. But the Duke de Mercreur,
the Duke of Vendofme’s fon, rode immediately to Paris
with the Duke de Beaufort, his brother ; the firft incog-
nita, to confult his friends, and the other to prefent him-
{elf to the cardinal, to obtain that their father might juf-
tify himfelf before the king, from the accufation laid
againft him,

The grandchild of Henry the Great has fince defired
0 bf confrolited with the hermits, and has obtained it 5
but his departure at the fame time into England has
wrought much amazement.

Some fay he hg# taken an unwife conrfe, and others
fay no; becaufe-he could not prudently expofe himfelf
to the teftimony of fuch wretches, who would not matte
what they faid,
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‘However, thele hermita were publicly executed, and
their accomplices are not yct difcovered ; neither is it
yet known whether any perfons of quality have had a
part in the confpiracys which is pot the firt that has
been carticd on againft this favourite ; and-it i believed
will not be the lat. He has a great many euemics ; and
the abfolute authority with whicu he governs, by the fa-
vour of his prince, will always raife hun fuch adverfuries
s will cither ruin his fortun., or take away his life,

If T write not oftemer to thee, thou oaghtelt not te
think my affection ever ghe lefs.  Sct dawn in thy regi-
fter what 1 inform thee. Let me have thy frieudthip and
proteion in things which are juft, and change not ¢hy
opinion of me till I am changed myfelf.

Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1641,

= Et— o o o E—a e - —— ]
I11.—To the KaiMacHaM. ®

Jorvs Mazatisi, a man about forty-five years of
age, of a folid judgment, and incredible perfpicuity, of
whole family. I know no more but that be is. originally
from Sicily, and born in Italy, in the chief city of it, Rome,
is lately introduced into this court. He has by his inge~
nious carriage gained thy favour and confidence of Car-
dinal Richlicu ; and be begins already to be employed
in the moft important bufinefs. Thofe who make re~
fleétions on the affairs of the world, and carcfully exq
mire the extraordinary talents of this Italian, arpper-
fuaded one may expe& great things from him; yet,
however, the beft way is not to b bafty in judging of
the goed or bad qualities of a sad\ He has already
peen employed in quality of plenipotentiary of the King
of France in Piedmons, to negotiate an acgemumodation
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between all the princes of the Houfe of Savoy; and he
has laboured fo fortunately, that every body is aftonithed
that his firft undertakings fhould meet with fuch happy
fuccefs ; efpecially confidering the hatreds and preten.
fions between the Dutchefs of Savoy and her* hrothers-in-
law. Thou mayeft remember that I wrote to thee that
the differences of this family were like to laft, and unlike.
ly to be determined without great bloodfhed, both of the
French and Spaniards. But Magarini, who is a moft
expert courtier, and dexterous agitant, has ended this
affair much to his mafter’s honour, to the fatisfaGion of
‘the parties interefted, and the cardinal, who procured
bim this commiffion. He eftablifhed the peace in Pied.
mont, and an union betwixt the partics, by bringing over
to the French intereft two men who were enemies to it,
who were, Prince Thomas, a captain of great reputation,
and the Cdrdinal of Savoy, his brother, a perfon-of a
confummate policy, and an excellent foldier, though a
churchman,

It is mentioned in the treaty, that thefe two princes
fhall be received into the King of France’s proteftion ;
that if the young duke dies without children, and the
cardinal marries, his children fhall be the heirs of the
eftate of Bavey ; and in defet of thofe Priuce Thomas’s,

It is moreover declared in the -fime treaty, that the
'King of Spain fhall be fought 20, touchiag the liberty
of the wife and childven of Prince Thomas, who are de-,

ined prifoners at Madrid § and he fhull be alfo folicited
to fu;render the places he'helds belonging to the Duke
of Savoy; and in cafe ‘the Catholic king- fhalk.not. re-
‘Rlore them, and¥cj-at liberty the -wife. and children of
this prince, he be obliged to ferve againft the faid
king in the army of France. It is morcover-inferted 3»
'‘trong thefe articles, that the moft Chriftian King fhall:
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procure a marriage to be made between one of the chil
dien of theTaid prince, with the Duke of Longueville’s
daughter, who is a rich heirefs ; and that France fhould
never make any treaty with Spain, without cemprehend-
ing the liberty of the princefs, and the aforgfaid princes.

Prince Thomas is now expected here ; and it is faid he
will command the army of France in Italy againit the
Spaniards, it being certain they will never seftore what
they have once taken, neither will they fet therr prifon-
ers at liberty.

The king entertain'ng_himfelf fome days paft with the
ambaffador of a foreign prince, {aid to him thefe words :
“ When the Spaniards fhall 1cftuie to the Duke of Sa-
voy the places they kecp from him, I fhall willingly
difcharge myfelf of the burden of the governmiut of
thofe 1 keep.” And the cardinal has publicly cxprefl-
ed himfelf to this purpofe : ¢ That his mafter’s defign
was only to humble the pride of the houfe of Aultria,
and reduce it to fuch a condition, as that iis neighbours
might have no fuch great caufe of feu ‘from thum ; fee-
ing the leaft motion of theire raifed alarms, among them.
That his endcavours were not laid out in aggrandizing
the dominion of France, feeing the bounds of it were
large enough already ; bis -ntentions being only tomg
Iis fovercign the lait pwoof of his zeal and affc@ion, by
leaving the kingdom in a profound peace, which might
make hie majefly beloved of his neighbours, and feared *
by thofe who arc jealous of his greatnefs and power ; he
being heieby the arbitcr of Europe, and reignin ofe
ablolutely by this means, thaa if all their eftates Kl:ng-
ed to him.” What I have written to thee, happened
fome time finge ; byt what I am np%‘to inform thee of,

J quite new, -
We have an account, that the princes of Sa!oy have
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aot kept their word with the King, Cardinal Richlieu,
and Maza.ini ; and defigns ate now taking in hand tb
punith {» great an affronty and thefe are bufied in thoughts
of revenginy a widow princefls, who has been fo long
forced to behold bloody tragedies in her houfe, by the
wais which the princes of the blood make contmually ;
whe.cin ftrangers do interc themfvis, who rum the
eftates, and keep them up in perpetual difcord.

This bufinels will caufe new troubles in Italy, and"
thou fhalt thuaefore not fal of intelligence of the particu-
hre. However, the princes of Savoy are blamed by all
the world, and charged with want of fincerity. But this
being almoft a rile amongit the Chriftians, “ to obferve
their word no longer t'un they find ther advantage in
it; thou ncedeft not therefore much wonder at what
thefe princes have done: Whereby thou wilt know, that
a mean intereft betng the motive that fute them at work,
and which is all their rcafon of Rate; he that will one
day equally judge all the world, and can overturn all the
univiife in lefs ume than he created ity will deftroy the
little powers of thefe weak paliticians, who acknowledge
the law of the Nazarite, to the immortal glory of the
wenerable and holy name of the faithful muffulmans.

<ans, 25th of the sth Moon, of the Year 1841, ,

IV.—7% Doxzr Ocrov.

I s sr forget myfelf, if I forget thee; but thinking
often on myfelf, I eannat forget thee ; becaufe thou art
my fecond fclf. B perfuaded, I f{peals my heart, and
that I have no ot defign but that of loving thee, that
thou mayeft anfwer me with the fame affe&tion ; for I dew
fire thy happinefs g3 ¥ do my owa.
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T am endeavouring to procure thee the confidence of
the invincible Vifier Azem, without his perceiving my
dtﬁgn 3 and this is the beft manner I could devifc of do-
ing it. 'Thou fhalt pretend to reccive from fome friend,
which thou fhalt leave at Palermo, the memoirs which F
feud thee with this letter ; and it will not b difficult to
make it be believed, thou holdeft a correfpondence in this
town of Sicily, confidering the time we have lived there
together during aur flavery.

The auguft vifier, who rules and.governs the empire
under the orders of the ngoRt mighty and dreadful poten<
tate of the carth, will rcceive by this ordinary, an ample
imformation of extraordinary events which have happen-
ed in Portugal; and I have alfo informed him of the
‘Arange revolutions of Catalonia, which do much weaken
the ftrength of Bpain, and notably mortify the pride of
this haughty nation, I have made known to him, that
Portugal has already made choice of a king, and that
Catalonia is departing from her allegiance. But I have
given him no account of the choice memoirs which I
fend thee ; with which thou mayeft make ad'.antage, if
thereby thou canft find the way of mtroducmg thyfelf to
the Gragd Vifier,

Thou mayeft then fay to this grut minifter, that thou
haft received the memoits thou prefeateft him with, and
affure it thou haft Tranflated them out of the Falin

sinto Arabic ; and thou muft tranfcribe them with thine.
own’ hand, that they may not nppear to have comae from
The- v

The King of Spaiu, Phil»p II. dued of 2 fhameful
difeafe, which happens only to bafy people, which ap-
peared a chaftifemens from-heaven, for.havmg, like Da-
yid, numbered the people which -dwell: in the countries

* fubjet to him, to make known to all nations the great-
nefs of his power.
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« It is certain this monarch reckoned as far as 750 cities
ere&ed into bithoprics ; thercin comprehending 6o arch-
bifhoprics : That he had abbies 11400, chapters g230,
as many collegiate cathedrals; parith churches 127,000,
hofpitals 4000, confraternities 23000, congregations of
feculars 23c0, houfes of entertainment for pilgrims 3000,
46c00 convents of rehgious people, and of virgins 135003
with 15200 chapels wherein mafs is faid, as well in pub-
lic churches, ds particular houfes and prifons.

And after an exa& fearch, this king found, that to
ferve fo great a number of churches, monafteries, con-
vents, hofpitals, and chapels, there were 12900 religious,
monks, pricfts or clerks, amongft whom there might be
found 12400 priefts, which cclebrate what the Chriftians
call the mafs. And to maintain fo many people, it was
computed that the revenue-for this amounted to 3,000,000
of Roman crowns, without reckoning the alms which
were diftributed every day,. which amount to the fum of
4,000,000 of gold.

"The curiofity of this piince went farther ; he would
know the number of all his royal officers, governors of
provinces, towns, caftles, and citadcls ; and, in fine, of
all officers, as well of, fea as land, judges, jufticjaries of

__allkinds, and of all thofe who had patents from kim or
his viceroys; and he found they were 83000 who were
employed under letters fealed with his hand, and '360,000
who had them figned under his principal minifters. '

He wguld not know the number of perfons that dived
in Kis ftates, left he fhould become too proud, and to
prevent his fall, faid he, dnto the fin of David; which
he yet could not avoid in his own perfon, as I have al-
ready faid, God*having fpared: hig- fubje@ts, who had
etherwife fufficiently fuffered.

One may now {ay, that this puiffant monnchy begmo
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to be difmembered by the lofs of fo many pravinces,
kingdoms, and places; and that Philip II. knew not
the full extent of his power 3 Philip IIL. knew not the
greatnefs of his forces, nor the riches which he poffefles,
becaufe his minifters governed him; and Philip IV. not
Jeeing when he might fee, could not fee at laft when he
mould.
. I think I have faid enough to thee to be underftood.
Do now what thou canft, to make thyfelf underftood
by perfons to whom thefe advices may be agreeable or
profitable ; and if thou helieveﬁ, the knowledge of thefe
things may be acceptable to the invincible vifier, who is
one of the lights of the world, endeavour to procure the
favour of this great man, who governs all the faithfu,
*and to whom the Divine Alcoran ferves fora law. I
embrace thee, and cordially kifs thee with the lips of my
foul, if a man may fo cxprefs himfelf. Adicu.

Paris, 4th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1641.

= o ——————|

»  V.=—T0o the Invincible Visier AzEewm.

T pefts which came fome few days paﬁ here, have
brought ill news. One of the king’s armies has been de-
feated by -an army compofed of foreigners ; at the head "
of whom was a prince of France, and feveral malcontent
lords who followed him. This lofs has much aflited the
cowrt, and Paris feems to be thunderfiruck. The people
difeourfe and argue hereupon according to their diffs
humours, moft making the lafs gregter than it was. But
thofe who have loft their kinsfolk threaten revenge;
and only thofe.thet have heard ot}he death of their
, friends are Gilent, becaufe their grief is kbove expreflion.
Baut all in general appear in fuch a confternation, as would
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make & man imagine this ftroke is irveparable 3 fo twue it
is, that lofes are infufferable to thofe that are not ac-
cuftomed to Jufe.

One would think, to hear the Freach talk, that the
Spaniards are already at the walls of Paris, and that thefe
rebellious princes are ready ta give an affanlt ¢o thia
great town, They have retired into a place which they
fay is impregnable, and which belongs to a Freash lovd,
which plage is called Scdan, and it is nat far themte
where this bloody batsle was fought, wherein the king’s
party were worlted ; but the mplcontents are much af-
flicked at the lofs of their genoral, who was klled in the
heat of the fight. Some fay be died by treachery 5 othera
by the cuemy ; and there are who affirm, that Cardival
Richbeu got rid of him by means of an affaffin; whom
he entertzined in his troops: Others alfo fay he, killed
himfclf, by hfting up the vizor of his helmet with his
piftol, which difchaiged itfelf : However, thereds dead
in the perfon of this piince, a prince of great valour.

T thall make thee a recital of this adventure; ¥ fhall
learn thee the motives of this war; inform thce who
were the malcontents, and theit qualities ; and, in fine,
by what cabals this tempeft is 1aifed ; that thou mayeft
know, great and paincipal prop of the Qttoman .empire,
that ambition and jealoufy caule diforders in France, as
well as in other countries. ‘

Lewis de Bourbon, Count de Soiffons, was a prince.of
the blogl: be had fuch a flercanals in ds:yauth, as
dv ay all fiom him, who puce came ncan him ; but
haying got over this humour, which difubliged.every
body, he became populac, and fo comgtesum, wiar he was
now followed as nfach.e be ymifipencd hefore, He
ufed the nobilivg, as bacamg. sheisoquality.s.had uguised
ahe friendfhip of ather princes, and thofe of inferice rask
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could not enough admire him. He was adored by the
foldicry, beloved and efte¢med by the people ; and he
had, in a word, fo bchaved himfelf, that he had gotten
the gencral applaufe.

Cardinal Richlicu has a niece named Madam de Com.
balet, who having been married to a gentleman, afpired
to an higher match, fecing all things to give place, and
humble themfelves before her ancle.

The cardinal defigned by the marriage of this niece,
to procurc himfelf fuch a puiffant prop, that nothing
fhould be able to overthrqw his fortune, or oppofe his
authority ; he pretended alfo, his life would be more in
fafety ; and that fuch an alliance, with thofe he already
had, would put him out of a capacity of being ever at.
tacked by any enemies, fecret or declared, whofe num-
ber increafed as falt as his authority.

Several affirm, this prieft had ambition enough to give
an heir, who might one day afcend the throne; when it
appeared by the queen’s barrennefs, the king could have
no child to fucceed him.

But the ftate of affairs being changed, he took other
meafures ; and thinking of having the count in his al-
liance, he caufed the propofils of this marriage of his
nicce to be offered the prince, by one of his moft inti.,
mate confidants, who offeréd him at the fame time ‘con-
fiderable fums of money, and dignities, to make him heir
of all his valt eftates, and to procure him the greateft of-
fice im the kingdom, which is that of conftabloeses ”

The Count of Soiffon’s anfwer to him that madghe
propofal, was 2 box on the ear; being in an extreme
paffion at any ome's daring to offer hima match fo great-
ly beneath him, .whea Madam de Co:l}gs was the wi.
dow of a gentleman of mean condition, and niece to a
7 Vol 1. ™ .
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cardinal whom he hated, and himfelf a prince of the
blood.

The cardinal’s meffenger, defirous his negotiation fhould

ucceed, was not repelled by this affront. He infifted on

the virtue of the cardinal’s niece, faying, fhe would be
courted by the greateft in France; and added farther in
commendation of this lady, that fhe was a virgin, al-
though married, becaufe her hufband, out of refpedt,
dared not approach her ; and that heaven has fo ordered
it, that this adventure fhould be found written in the a-
magram of her name, 4

"This minifter could not diffemble his vexation at the
refufal ; his choler became exceflive, and he refolved to
pra@ile his ufual maxim, ¢ of violently perfecuting thofe
whofe friendfhip he had fought with moft eagernefs.” He
therefore wholly fet himfelf againft this prince, fpake all
the ill he could of him, publicly thieatened lus enemy ;
but he valued him not, looking on the cardinal as be-
neath his notice.

In the mean time, the cardinal plotted to put his threats
into execution, and brought the king in, to countenance
~him by his authority ; whigh obliged the count to ah-
fent himfelf and make a voyage into Italy, to avoid the
%uim he was threatened with. Yet his voyage lafted not
lo'ng, and at his return the cardinal did all he could now
to win him; he procured him fuitable employs in the
mmcs. and made him at length be declared general of
that Wince. the kmg fent on the frontiers of Picatdy.
Yet\his hagghty prince received all with indifferency,
faying openly, that a captain was given to the army. and

not an army to a geptain,

“The the court who obferved gfar oﬂ' what
pafled in this intrigue, inflend. of molhfymg the count’s
humour, did all they could to fharpen jt. ‘The Duke of
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Orleans, the king’s brother, who was always this mnu-
{ter’s enemy, linked himfelf with Soiffons ; cxhomng bim
not to yield to the cardinal’s purfuits ; and it is fuid he
drew a promife from him under his hand, that he would
never accept of the marriage propofed ; and they after.
wards fwore fidelity to one anot’her, and that tbc) woufd
join together for the deftra®ion of the common enerny ;
and for this effe&t they took meafures with Prince Tho.
mas, of the Houfe of Savoy, who is at prefent general
of the Spanifh army in Flanders : They alfo brought the
Duke de Valette, and fcvral lords of the kingdom, into
their party,  Almoft all the confpirators were for killin
the cardinal, and the time of the ftroke hould be when’
le vifited the quarters of the army which befieged Cor
bic ; but the count alone would not confent to dip his
hands in the blood of a pricft. i

But the Duke dc Valette, who faw the danger where-
in he was when the confpiracy came to be difcovered,
refolved to fhelter himfilf by the blackeft treachery that
cottld be imagined : He difcovered to the cardinal all the
accomplites; of which the Count de Soiffons having no-
tice, he fpcedily withdrew to Sedan. I fhall not make
thee (invincible leadcr) a defcription of this place, whxgh
rngards on one fide Luxemburg, and on the other France, ’
it not lymg in my way to make draughts of fortlﬁcatlonl
like an cngincer, but to give the a Full account of what
tHe infidels do, and difcover their defigns, wheieby thou,”
may refl gather what may make for the ddvanfage of muvd
great monarch, whofe power cannot ’be thaken, but” by .
the eutire overthrow' of ‘the udiverfe, ' ™™ '

Sedan is a dominion which formerly* f:ve’lon}séﬂ to the
Dukes of Cléves," who'wet fbvercigns of® ﬁ and ‘at the
fyme time Dikes & Bouiflon.' "When' the count was I *
fhis place e ‘thoughe “Hitelf 1 ; vhe Mabelchin de °

u i



268 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Wol. L

Bouillon, who was the mafter of it, by the teftament of the
laft of this family, declared himfelf of his party, either to
make war together againt the cardinal by open force, or
drive him out of this kingdom, or to get rid of him by
death. Here it was they made their fecret treaties with
thofe who commanded for the Spaniards in the Low
Cettntries; and.a prince. of the Houfe of Lorrain en-
tered into their cabal. He bears the cardinal as much ill
will, and appears as refolute as the reft for his deflruc-
tion : He is called the Duke of Guife.
». There wanted only to this purty the Duke of Orleans,
. the king’s ouly brother; and therefore the Duke of
Guife difpatched a mcflenger to him, who fold in one
rday both his mafler and all the reft that were of the con-
- fpiracy. He difcovercd all the, fecrets of the cabal ; and
the better ta carry op bis decelt, hre caufed himfelf to be
‘apprchended and thrown into, nfon. having given his
difpatches to the king’s brothql-, whlch he had "béfore
, fbowed the cardgnaL "This traitor was not ' contentbd
! with revealing thefe gcnﬂcmen s fecrets y»ho had 'fent
.him ; but alfo made it appear that,the prince, the king’s
bmther, was guilty as an aa:omphcq of the others fee
bellion. Thus thefe great men, grown defperate at the
vdiicavery of their Prge&s, whlch werc indeed contrary
- to, their fovereign’s xptercﬁs, and the ﬁunndum 8, wcre
forced to throw themfelves m\o the arms of, thc Spam—
.ards, and to join with 1 them, ' g
. Tlﬂ’l«mwe Jaifed trpops amongﬁ; their’ vailahd md
friends, and openly declared thtmfclves ; and fought with
great vnloura as.] have already mentloned in the Begm-
mug of my, lett;y The kmgs army | has been very il
appears that the advantage was wholly
en the coqfe;(‘ tes fides but it has coft the Count of
Soiffons his )xfe, who was general and chief of the party ¥
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and it is at prefent difputed to whom is due the honour
of the niftory,

I proftrate myfelf continually at thy feet, to kifs, with
all humility, the duft of them, afluring thee thou hatt in
me a moft faithful flave, that will never chagge.

Paris, 15th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1641,

—— — —

-

VI.—70o Sovyman, bis Coufin, at Conflantinople.

Ponnus PiraTE was an honefler man than thou. He,
although a pagan, excufed imfelf of the falfe fentence
he fhould pronounce on the Chriftians Meffias, by wathe
ing his hands before the Jews who fought his death;
and thou that art 2 Mahometan, as I am, and watheft
thy whole body in the baths at Cenftantinople, in the
prefence of our fri¢hds, accufeft and condemneft me
rafhly without any feruple. Thou ufeft me like a rogue,
fo malicioufly art thou fet againft me, who am of the fame
religion which thou profeﬂ'eﬁ: How canft thou juftify
the hatred thou beareft me, in endeavouring to make the
Kaimacham believe I have been corrupted by the cardi-
nal, who is the King of France’s chief minifter ? Add-
ing, that he ought no more to heed my letters and rela.
tions fent to the Sublime Porte (where lie pr'b&rate *all
the powers of the world), as not written by an Arabian,
but by a facrilegious heretic ; that I deceive the mufti,
fo yenerable for the authority which he has in _fuch-an
holy religion, of which he is the worthy m;x‘and Shat
I amufe him by my letrers, the better to concfal ‘my
change, feeing T adore in my hcart, and publicly profefs,
an entire fubmiffion to the decrees of the Roman prelate.
The quality of thy coufin, which Iﬁnave whether 1
_will or no, is fo far from wxfhholdmg thce, that it is
M 3 i
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made ufe of to carry on thy pernicious defigns. O, un-
wortby kinfman ! infamous hypocrite! Thou wilt difere-
dit me, and break off the courfe of my employment, be-
cayfe I ferve cffectually the greateft prince of the uni.,
verfe. Thou approvedft uét only my conduét when I be-
gan my endeavours, under the ordeis of the minifters of
the Divan ; but thou applandedft me, gave me piaifes
And now, when all the miuitters are fatisfied with me, and
approved of my behaviour, and gave me their commend*.
ations, thou art the only man who thinkeft it fitting to
traverfe me, to obfcure my reputation, and biacken my.
attions. Is this the fruit of th{ ftudics with Hippa at
Aghens, to whom thou oweft thy knowledge of Greck
aythors, which thou fo greatly braggeft of? Anfwer
me, unjuft coufin, What is thy defign of having me called .
away by thy bafe defamations? When did I gffend
thee, and wherein, 1 pray ¢ But thy artifices, how great
and malicious foever they be, will not prevail over the
finceiity. of my, heart ; and as I fhall always esadlly pere
form my duty, fa I fear not the lofs of my princ’s fa-
vaur ; he will approve of what I do, and thou wilt die
with envy and defpite. -

I necded not hive been miftzken ;. I might. have feen
thg falfenels of thine heart by tiiy countenance,. Thou
‘art, an Heraclitus, always melancholy, and out of hy-
mgur, that caanot rejoice, fhould Heaven favour our ia-
vigcible monarch’s proje@ts. Thou art a falle Zeno, -
who, under the affe€ted appearance of a Stoic, couceakﬂ:
aCImcm, whofe critical humour is always bmng
on, thea&ions of others. Nature has covered thy face
with {adnefs, mixed with a deadly palencfs, becaule thou .
art always bufied about fome doleful matter, In like .
maoner it appeajp, that Pythagoras has infruited thee to _
fpeak: little, as knowing thou art not fit to fay or do any .
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thing but what is hmtful. I know not what is become'
of Iouf, having no account of him. I'am afraid thou
haft corrupted this my kinfinan, that I might have no
ally or faithful friend. Thou haft not failed to initruét:
him well, having given him fo good an example ; and he
Ras, without doubt, been fo unghateful as to iimitate thee.
He is returncd from Mecca, and makes me no anfwer,
giving me no accouut whether he has made the offering
for me on the mountain, whether he has facuficed the
fheep, whether he has diftributed the alins I enjoined hir,
and whether he will fend me, as I eatreated him, a fmall
piece of the old hangings of the facred mofque. But I
will not concern myfelf fo much at what others do, m
intention being to complain only of thee, becaufe othefs
sofferices are not comparable to thine, thou having not left
one ftone unturned to ruin me.
Continue then in thine ill nature : 1 write only to ac-
quaint thec, that I am not ignorant of whatever thou:
halt done againft me. There is nobody but ald Babas
thine uncle who can work a change in thee: Go to himj
be not athamed to fec a man who is employcd in the
meancit works to have more judgment than thee: Show
him the infirmitics of thy foul ; or, to fpeak better, con-
fefs to him all the ill things thou haft done, if thou haft
any intention of becomung an hoheft man. Although
he be but a carpenter, he knows better than thee te
Jorm the mind ; he can teach thee how to polith and
fquase thy foul as he polithes a piece of o%ggg‘h ne-
-ver fo hard dnd kuotty. . , =
He is perfecly inftruéted in the law ; he is brought
up in the principles of religion ; he will guide thee, if
thou wilt fuffer him, in the way which leads to perfco-
tion ; he will not permit thee to lie ; he Will put thee ot
making reftitution to thofe whofe good name thou haft

M4
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"unjuftly taken ; and he will comfort thee, if thou beeft
really forrowful for the ill thou haft done, and if thou
fhoweft any regret at thy former purpofes of deftroying
a kinfman that loved thee, and ftill wifhes thee all kinds
of happinefs, if thou repenteft of thy unjuft perfccutions,
and if, of a bad coufin, which thou haft been, thou wilt
become a fincere and hearty friend.

Paris, 20th of the 1oth Moon, of the Year 1641.

[
VIIL.—70 Dsxet Ocrov, '

I say not that thofe are fools who are in love, but muft
needs think that thofe who believe lightly, are not over~
laden with difcretion. It is hard for a man always to
keep bimfelf from falling into a paffion ; but it is not fo
hard for a man to keep bimfelf from believing things
with too great facility, and from being caught with
falfehoods, which are tife moft conftant attendants of wo-
men.
. Thou haft fpoke the truth to me, in fending me the
balm and aloes I wrote for ; and I thall not:anfwer thee
with lies, in {peaking of Dana, who is the fubje& of
the letter which I received from thee. Let me thank
thee, without faying any thing of the prefent thou madeft
me, which is very magnificent and acceptable ; and fufe
fer me to complain to thee freely of the hurt which anc-
ther has doné me. I need not confult my regilter to
remember whatever I wrote to thee abont this Greek ;
my heart, which is yet full of it, repruaches me every
moment for having faid too much to thee on that fub-
je&. p] .

Never any thing appeared to me fo defircable as that
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herb which Tomer called Nepente, to cure me wof the
cruel diftemper with which I am tormented. This prince
of poets makes a queen of our Egypt to prefeat this ad-
mirable fimple to Ilelena, which has the virtue of appeaf-
ing immediatcly all dolours, and makes us forget the vex-
ations and offenc:s ofe.od us.  Bist thou wilf not under-
ftand me, unlcfs I tcll thee clearly, that Daria has for-
gotten all the plonufes fhe made me, as foon as ever, the
was from me, not remer.bering in any foit my love. It
is true, fhe wrote twice to me fince her departure, but in
fo cuid a ftyle, that it 1s plainly feen her heart is as cold
as ice to me.  As foon &% ever fae faw herfelf in the arms
of hier hufband, fhe male him a facrifice of my paffion ;
and the beticr to make her court to him, and perfuade
. b of her fidclity, flie delivered to him my letters. The
huiband laaghed in reading them, and faid to her, in 'a
jeer to me, ¢ A man then fo defperately in love, has
ouly nzhed and wrote 27 ¢ He has done fomcthing moze
(replied this diffembling woman), having promifed to fend
me a box of white balin of Mecca and aloes-wi od, to
perrume me, which yet I do not expeét to receive foon,
and peihaps never; for of Mahmut be not become a fool,
he will as foon forget me, as I fhall certainly forget him.”
¢ And what haft thou promifed thisbarbarian »’ replied
immediately the hufband. ¢ I proarifed,” replied Daria,
¢50 fond with my picture that of the moft chalte of all
wamnen 3 which yet I do not pretend to do without your
confent, nay, and command.’*
.. What 1 now inform thee, comes fronmyfstice whigh
makes me got at all doubt the certainty of it. But hav-
ing learned by what I relate, the virtue of this woman,
now hear what the hufband’s was; who baving feen my
pi€ture, and commended the painter that drew it, em-
braced tenderly his wife, whom he refpgzied a a moft
L
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firgular example of conjugal fidelity. Thou wilt won-
der at Daria’s weaknefs in fhowing him my picture ; fhe
did do it, and her confidence has turned to accownt, fhe
having received a thoufand chafte embraces for a recome,
penio.  Thou fectt here the happinefs of the Chriltian
women, who have hufbands who take fo favourably the °
offences dune them during their abfence. .

In the mean time, Daria’s pi€ture does not conie ; fhe
returns no more anfwers to my letters, which has difcou- -
raged me to write to her for fome time. My paffion he-
gins not to be fo vivlent ; and this great fire which con. -
fumed me will foon turn into affes. I have been mighti-
ly miftaken, for it is only amongft perfons of an cqual,
condition where true and lafting friendfhips are to be
found. Let us love, my dear Dgnet, let the bouds of
our friendthip be fuch as will never break nor be diffolv-,
ed. Daria is really a great example of fidelity to hers
hufband ; but fhe is alfo an example of inconftancy and.
treachery to a lover who had fucrificed all to her.

I am refolved henceforward te love no woman; and Iy
am certain, my dear friend, that my refolution fhall hold.
Rejoice with me at my cure, and believe, that if a fine
and charming woman difordered my brains, the good hu-
mour and patience of her hufband has brought me again
to my fenfes. My adventure fhould make thee careful
to avoid the like inconveniencics ; but thou canft not run
that rifk, being happy with the other muffulmans of Con-
ftantinople, who have liws whi. h retain and hinder thcm
feom fIBRE Mo the like lrrcgu!antles.

I hope alfe thou wilt give over being my rival, if thou
haft ever had any kindnefs for this ungratcful Greek. If

“wmen. muft love oncein their lives, let them have a care of
falling into thofe exceffes which deprive them of their
veafon, and make them repent of their love all the days



Book L\i. A 8PY AT PARIS. a%ys

of their lives. My repentance is great ; and though my
paffion be not wholly extin®, yet I feel a joy which
makes me know, that I fhall by degrees lofe my paffion:
for her. .

Thou mayeft well be tired with this long difcourfe
but I fhall end it, in fending thee a defcription Wwhich one
of the greatcft wits in Spain has made of women,

He fays, “ They be the fources of life and death;
that they are to be confidered as fire, becaufe they ufe
all that come near them as that clement does ; yet they
give man a certain neceffary heat : They are fine things ;
bring joy to families and Whole towns ; but are danger-
ous 1o keep, enflaming all that comes near them, and re-
ducing them commonly into athes. They ufually give o'
great luftre, but this luftre is never without fuch a imoke
as darkens the underftanding, and makes them often fhed
tears who only behold them.  He that has no commerce
with women, fpends his life in melancholy, and yet they
are {eldom feen without danger. The way to manage
them is not to do exceffive things{for them, no more than
wholly to hegle@ them. A man oft obtains them eafily,
and commonly lofes them more eafily. Fire and a wos
man are exaltly the fome ; and he that faid women aie
fircs which burn all thmgs, hae faid likewife, that fm is
I¢e women, which cénfumeth all things.” .

But our religious Arabiane have fpoken yet more eles
gantly, whien they wrote, % That God made a particu-
lar pyradife for therti ; becanfe, fay they, fiould thcy en-
ter into that of men, thc'y would foon 'cHI¥E "t “intaga
hell.”

Eve played her part fo well, when fhe was feduced by
the ferpent in the terreftrial paradife, that fhe dectived
her fpoufe alfo, that he might lie under thy like condems
nation. But however, this fex having, amodit(o miny

n6
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defe@ts, fomething that is amiable, let us love them at
leaft beeaufe of their ufefulnefs for continuing the fpecies,
but not for their beauty; whofe enchantments corrupt
»the mind, and hinder all the excellent operations of it ;
for men perhaps would be angels were there no women ;
- mean had ones; for good women, as well a8 good
men, can do no hurt. Adieu.

Paris, 20th of the Toth Moon, of the Year 1641.

VITL—Ta Carcoa at Vienna,

"T'ste courier which ia now arrived has brought me lets
ters and money from thee, I fhall reccive the money up-<
on the bill of éxchange, when it is due, under the name
of Titus. I am cxtremely obliged to thee for the care
thou haft taken in procuring it me, being ‘in 4 country
where good words are of no credit. 1-have ‘received al
fo the box, wherein is the balm and aloes fent me by my
friend Oglou, all in good condition, #ud come in- good
time. I want only to kifow how it is with Ifouf; for
he writes no more to me. I am informedske is retumed
from his pilgrimage, and yet has not {eut to thee what I
defired him to briug from Mecca. . + o

I will not complain of any body 3 if F do, it fhall.bc
‘of myfelf. Take care of the letters I fend thee, and let
me know whether we may hope well from the Gfand
Slgmor, and what is reported at the coanrt where |:houl
agg> anJ I thiie be aoy hikelihood of making war afreth
againft the infidels.

My health is indifferent: I live here without fufpi-
cion 3 and though Cardinal Richlicu be an Argus, he is
blind as to what concerns me ; for he knows nothing of

- my bufinefs, or ‘feigns fo at leaft ; neither do Ido or
2
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fay any thing which may make me fufpeéied for an”enc-
my. ‘

I affure thee I love God, have a great refpe® for his
law, and follow my bufinefs with great fidclity., If thou
wilt have me do more, advertife thy friend of it, whom
thou knoweft ; fhow me the example, and live happily.

Paris, 22d of the roth Moon, of the Vear 1641.
¢ ' *

I1X.—T0 Berser MusTarna, Ara a2 Conlantinople.

‘W have arrived to%he end of the year, which the in-
fidels folemuize by bonefires, and which I mark by an
extraovdinary fadnefs. I complain. not, i that Time
making itfelf the mafler of iny heart, will foon begin to
weaken it. I underfland the folly of thoie vows which
vare made to Heaven for the obtaining of a long Life.—
.'Fhofe that defue it are wont to make contiary ones,
-when they become overwhbelmed with the infirmitics
swhigh attend for, the moflk part o'd age. The occafion
of my complaints is of anather nature; I am tioubled
at tlre being fo far from sy friends and country, and at
my, being banithed into an enemy’s country, where 1
muft live like a man that is iv continual fear, among pea-
.ple who feem. to matter nothing.

Thou art now above fifty years of age, and I pot
above two and-thirty ; and yet I know thou refle@eft not,
much thereupon, thinkipg thou haft fill a long time to
live. Thou art 8f a flrong conftitutiomy &t a lover, of
pleafures,fearching them every where without any thoughts
of death, who will {pare thee no more than others whofe
health is decayed ; for ¢ he comes, taking great ftriges
towards us all.”” ‘Thou art very fortunate, I muft needs

fay, in conferving in a body fo near ld age, 3 young
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man’s {pir’t 3 which is far from my difpofition ; for when
thou art in purfu’t of civertifements, I am continually
thinking of death ; becaule I bllieve I have lived too
long.

Should the king. or cardinal, near whom I live, know
this night, that Mahnut who writes to thee is one of
the Grand Signior’s {p-es, I fhould lofe my life, perhaps
before the next light : Yct the feur of fuch an adventure
gives me no difquict, haviag entirely facrificed myfelf
to the mafter 1 ferve, who commands all men on ‘the
earth. Should thefe barbarians put me to death, I fhall
only finith a litte fooner that colirfe which I muft cer-
tainly one day put an end to 3 and if' I live, I fhall have
neither recompenfe to*expe@, nor pain to apprehend.

Here is much talk about the Duke of Lorrain; yct
there has been more done againft-him than faid. The
Frénch affirm, that in {tripping this prince of his coun-
tries, be has been very mercifully dealt with ; for juftice
required more; There .are, on the contrary, other peo-
ple who do not believe it is poffible to do a greater piece
of dnjuftice.> In fine, every man fpéaks after his manner,

It is faid, morcover, that tMis fovercign being come
again into the king’s favsur, Who had given him a thou-
fand teftimonics of good will, after what had pafled in
1634, when' this court had great reafons' to' cothphin of
his condut, he drew down again afrefh the indignation
of* France upon him, by a fault which cannot be excuf-
ed. [ think this duke had concluded $wo treaties that
yeang.promifing ¥-iubmiffion and eternal obedience, He
had the honour to dine with the king ; and having ren.
dered him horfiage for the duteRy of Bar, he again threw
himfelf into the arms of the Auftrians ; althangh he had

" fworn on the gofpels (& book a8 muclf refpeéted amongft
the Chriftinne, a8 the Alcoran isamoig die true faithful),,
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that he would never forfake the interefts of France, what
wars foever (he mightfind; that he would be perpetuale
ly fixed to the .interefts of .that crown; aud never hold
any correfpondence with the Houfe of Auftria. In co =
fidgration of which, Lewis fhould rc-eff.xbh_ﬂn thas prince
in his ¢ftates, which he was to furrende. entirely, bat ng
fome places, and the capital, ¢ ed Nanci, winch he
would retain during the war, as a pledze for the perform-
ance of what he had fworn to ; and which yet was to be
given up, after the conclufion of the peace. It is adted,
that this fovereign having occafion to complain of the
Spanifh miniflers, and the ‘grandees of this nation, who
carry on the war in Flanders, be had wiitten to the Cardie
nal Isfant, governor of the Low Count-ies, a letter te
this purpofe, and very near in thefe 'words :

¢ The King of France having required me to join my-
felf ;with ,my, troops to his army near Sedan, I would
not qbey, this puiffant king, much lefs your highuels, fee-
ing the,iowns, fubje& to the Spaniards treat me as if I
wene, qn:enemy Yoy .

Lhs: ladics have had a great part in this accommoda~
tian of Lhc Duke of Lormia; which has had, like all
the works, of women, a direful eveat. 'This prince, be-
ing become .amorows of a French lady, was for repudiat-
ing his lawful princefs, 1o whom he owes all his eltate;
beginniag to {eparate from her, that he might give him.
fclf. eotirely to the Countels of Cantecroix, whom he
ufed as his real wife.

Goud people are forry for this flinceFdilgrace, agbe-
licviag his condition to be paft remedy. The devout
part fay, that havinz been unjuitly deprived of his
eftates, God will work miracles in ‘his favour ; confider.

ing no lefs than three hundred faints, as they. fay, have
been of his family, whicl muft needs reconcile bim to
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the favour of Heaveng amongft which is the famous
Godfrey of Bullen, who won Jerufalem and all Paleftine
from the Saraceps; whom we muft own to have becn a
great man, whether we confider Lis courage or zeal for
his religion, which ouglt to make his memory famous to
all ages,

I can tell thee nothing moie certain on this fubjedt,
having endeavourcd to be informed of what I wute to
thee to fatisfy thy curofity ; and whatever I now recite,
has pait ia France with little noife, or rather with great
fileace as to me 3 for indeed I muft with fhame confsfs,
that I have fcarce heard in Parls thus event, fo famous
throughout all Furope, o

- Man has nothing but what comes from Hcavcn, and
commonly the flrongeft, when he has nghgon his fide,
fubdues the weak, and enioher himbklt with his {poiis.,
i By the law of nature, every ane has .pight of jud, .
ing.bis - own neceflives, a0d the greatnels of the danger
wherein he finds himfelf ; and if it be contrary to 1¢a-
fon T fhould be judge of.my own danger, it is rcalqn-
able another fhould be fo. But the fame reafon which
eftablithes another judge of what concerns me, haé made
me his judge; and confequently gives mc authority to
judge of the fentence which he fhall give againk me,
and to decide whether it be juft when it fs favourable to
we,-or unjult, if it be contrary to my interefts. o
#:Nature hps given all to men; and thoy and I, and all
men, have an equal right to all things; hence we have
power to do Riever'we will, to poflefs and enjoy ; wbat
we think is fitting; and yet fuch an extepfive right ia
juft as if we had right to,ething 5 for at the fame time
I bave right to a “hing which pleafes me, another
ftronger than myfelf, by virtue,of the fame right, takes
i from' we, and .enjoys it in fpite of me. Hence it is,
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that one man invades another with the fame right with
which he defends himfelf ; whence do, and will fpring up
always, the occafions of jealoufies and difcords which are
among men, which make them at continual defiance

-with one another, and keeps them in a contjnual watche
fulnefs over their neighbouts.

It is this liberty founded in nature which makes it
lawful in time of war to refift and invade, not only by
open force, but with all the fucret aits and ftratagcms
that can be devifed; and when a man woubl avoid the
danger he is in in fghting, and has his enemy in his
hands, he'has a right to ufc all means to avoid him, and
fecure himfelf from him.

Thou wilt approve of thefe refle@ions, which tow
thee the natural right thou haft of commanding me, as
being thy inferior; and I hope, by what I have written,
to have fatisfied thy curivfity ; and by my fubmiffion and
obedience, to have given thee a proof of my profound
refpects t6 thee.

Paris, 7th of the laft Moon, of the Year 1641.
1

03
——

X.—To Beoreowyy Superior of the Dervifes of Cogny, in
Natolia.

¢

Ler me, moft holy and patient dervife, falute thee with
my head bowed down to the ground, with the greateft
hurgility I am able. I now write jg thee with my feet
naked, without cither hofe or thoé€, as a mark of my»res
fpe@ and veneration which I have for thy old age, and
the admiration I have at thy inconuptible innocuncy.
The kindnefs thou fhoweft me by the long letter I
have received, has given me fuch joy as [,cannot exprefs,
as makes me forget my paft paine, and hinders me from



282 LETTERS "WRITTEN BY Yol. 1.

thinking of thofe which are to happen to me ; for I can
now willingly leave this world, having had fuch teftimo-
nies of thy affeftion. Thy great age does not aftonith
me, feeing thy father, who is yet alive, is one hundred’
and feven years old, and thou not above eighty-two 3’
which makes me hope to fee a great while yet, both one’
and the other, draw down by their prayers, and merit of”’
their good altions, the bleffings of Heaven on the glo-
rious empire of the Ottomars, to whom all the em-
pires and monarchies of the world ought to fubmit.—
The thirty brethren who prefented themfelves to Selim, ’
1o be cnrolled in the troops which were to'ferve againft
the Perfians, made the father, who had them all by oné'’
woman, to pafs for the happieft of all the muffulmans, in *
baving the good fortune to beget fuch a number of the
mok noble fpecies in nature. But thou and thy father *
muft needs be more happy than this fertile parent. Thy
father has fought and come out victorious from the per-
verfity of the age, full of fcars and fufferings, through
the force of his courage, the innocency of his manners,
and his great fobriety ; and as to thy part, what haft
got thou done to make thyfelf the worthy fon of fo glo-
rious 2 father? Thou hatt not only done what thy fa«"
ther did before thge; thou haft acquired the fame vir-
tues, and hatt fo far outdone them, that one may fay,
thau hatt furpaffed virtue itfelf. Thy ftrength is admir-
able in the midft of abftinencies, and other aufteritiow
which thou undergorft ; in which it is certajn thou cpnft
notbe imitateds But“l'ieavcn, to whom only thou livetft,
will recompenfe in this world thy pure faith, which the *
enemy of mankind can never weaken.

The Chnftians fay, when God gave them the com-
mandments, he promifed long life to fuch only who per-
feQiy homoured thofe, who, under God, brought thems
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mto the light. If this be true, as it is very likely, it is
not to be doubted but that a long lifc is the recompenfe
which God gives thofe who live wdl: And the Naza-
renes, who are critics, aflinn, that fia alone is the caufe
that men do not live fo long as they did before the de.
luge, for then they remaincd fuch a while"in life, as
would tewpt one to think thuy were to have been im-
mortal. They fay, that after the deluge, God changed
the nature of men ; and inftead of that g.eat number of
years, which made up the comfe of fo long a life, they
cannot live at fartheft above one hundied and twenty
years, and that thére are Yew which anive to eighty; and
whatever is beyond this is mifery and torment, or a kmd
of fenfulefluefe which makes mea like beafts.

I know few people but what are agreed, one may cure
or,mitigate the inconveniencies which happen to us; but
few are of opinion that life.can he lengthened ; yet, if ,
this be poflible, we may then belicve a ftory which is be-, .
liewed here, and which happengd the year patt in Paris,

An ancient man went to a dervife of this great town,
and thifs accofled Lim, ¢ I am come, reverend Tather, to
know of you, whether I may in good confcience deter-
mine to live no lauger, being quite weary of living; I |
have already arrived to the one hundred and twenty-ninth
year of my age, by means of a liquor which chemiftry has
taught me, whereby I did fcarce perceive from any thing,
I felt that I was going down ; yet, however, this long |
life appears at prefent to me irkfome gnd intolerable,— .
My blood is fo purified in my vcimﬁlfak"l have remain-
ed.without any of thofe paflions whereunto mankind are
generally fulje@. My tafle ferves me no longer to dif
cover the delicacy of meats. My ecars, although they
be not deaf, yet will not let me diftinguifh true harmony
from what is only a confufion of founds. Mine eyey
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are open to fce, but are not cleared with any gbject.—
My faculty of fmclling is ftruck with feeats, yet they
make no impreffion on it. I touch, but I feel not what
I touch; and T touch all things indifferently.. Mine
heart is no longer fenfible, nor affe&ed with tendernefs
amd paffion for my friends. Bile in me has no longer its
ufual heat. Joy and forrow, anger, defire of having,
hope and hatred, are extingunifhed in me ; whereby
I am become infenfible in conferving, if I may fo fay,
all my fenfes. I am refolved therefore to let myfelf
die, provided you can affure m¢ I may do it without fin ;
for fhould I remain two days without taking this preei-
ous elixir, I am certain I fhall foon expire, and fo be de-
livered from the vexation which overwhelms me.” It is
faid that the dervife anfwered this philofopher, ¢ That he
might not defire death, but, on the contrary, preferve
his life ; and fuppofing he made ufe of uno fecret of ma-
gic to prolong his days, he fhould believe that the mar-
vellous potion, of which he bad found the fecret by his
ftudy and travel, was a prefent from Heaven : That it is
true, he would be rid of a troublefome life, but he could
not procure the end of it without a crime ; and that he
was obliged to preferve it, to fuffer with greater fubmif-
fion the pains he complained of, which could not be com-
parable to the pleafures he had received, by cnjoying the
gift which God had beftowed on him.”

« The Great God preferve thy days beyond thofe of thig
philofopher, and.ngcompany them with whatever. may
glve thee fatistaction? But I befecch him, above all things,
that he may -never let flip out of thy memory the promife
thou haft made me, of having always a particular refpe
to thy fervant Mabmut, who reverences thy holinefs.

i'arin, 15th of the ‘tft Moon, of the Year 1642, .
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X1.—To the Redoubtable Visizx Azgv. '

I MAKE thee an anfwer, invincible warrior, by whofe
eounfels the formidable empire of the Ottomans is go-
verned under the orders of the moft mighty of-the princes
of the earth, and whofe arm is terrible to all the poten.
tates of the world. I have read thy letter, wherewith
thou honoured the moft fubmiffive of thy flaves, with all the
humility which is due to thy fublime grandeur, whereun«
to thy merit has raifed~thee. And having caft myfelf at
thy feet in fpirit, feeing.,I cannot really kifs them, I
obey the orders thou fcndc{t me, which are to me in-
violable laws, i
Banniere, the Swedith general, is dead.  When Pico-
lorhini, one of the generals of the emperor’s army, lay
§uft by hith 3 in half an hour’s time he faved himfelf, tht
army, all the baggage and cannony and retired with in-
credible fwiftnefs over mountains and forefts,” where the
deafts alone could make paflages, having continually the
:Emperor’s army at his back. He was a man of great i«
Hbur, had been highly fetviceable to the crown of Swedd-
dand; and acquired-the reputation of an éxcellent com-
Intnder. * The emperor had offercd him fome time before
frreat vecompenfes, and the dignity ' of a prince of thle
tempire, if he would chunfre his mafter, and' forfake thp
confederates party. He had alfo offered,. thiking ¥l
+hight more.move him, to make him general of his army
vagaioft the Grand Signior ; but hw&.d all ‘thefe of-
fers,’ his fidelity being unmoveable: : iy
“ ‘This great captain was born~in Swedeland, and when
a c¢hild, he fell"down from a high window, without re.
ceiving ‘any hitrt; whith made the king imagine Heaven
, defigned him for fomething extraordinary. l!e trqvqlled
much in his youth, and he was feen never tired in rm-
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fing to all places where there was any war; fometimes
in Poland, and other whiles in Mufcovia ; and being be-
come general of his king’s army, he foon acquired the
rcputation of one of the greateft captains of the north.
efn'parts. He was perfetly fkilled in the art 'of en.
camping, and no body could ever better draw up an army
for battle. His way of retreat from before an army
ftronger thdn his, muft needs be admired by all the world.
IHe éver chofe good pofts; and when once he was pof-
feffed of them, he knew well how to keep them ; fo that
he was never defeatcd, whatevew forces his enemy might
bring againft him. Hc has deftroyed fourfeore thoufand
men in different rencounters, and Swedcland glories in
having above fix hundred ftandards. He was fo like
King Guftavus, that they have been often taken for one
another. Fe was never covetous, but was obferved to
be a good hufband. . Among fo many occafions wherein
he fignalized himfelf, what he did when the Swedith
army was worfted at Norlinge, is moft rcmarkable ; 'he
preferved the refl, though wholly forfaken by the allies 5
aifd fo ordered the miatter, that he raifed freth troops al-
moft in an inftant, and gave his party time and courage
to rife up. And this is all T could icarn of this grcat
captain, whofe’ reputation has given tbec this curiofity. -
Althiough Don Duarte de Bragnza, the new ng of
Portigal’s brother, ferved with great reputation in the
emperor’s army ; yet it is faid, the Spamards had been
very urgent withwiT\mondrch, to make him_ be appre-
hended, as foon as ever thej heard the king his’' brother
was raifed to the throne. Bur, it is* faid, ‘the emperor
was. fcandalized witle fuch a propofition, aeging thie
would be agaioft the rulés of hofpitality. 'But the em- °
prefe's confeflor*Yotnd Yuch reafons“in his divinity, as
brought ver'thie Enfparst ® yII KMol Hé delivered
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intc the Spanith minifter’s hands, who conduted him
with a very.ftrong party to the caftle of Milan, whence
he is not like to ftir out till his brother fhall reftorc the
crown of Portugal to Philip IV. of Spain.

I fhall write what remains behind to the ¥aimacham,
who has the honour of being thy licutenant ; that I may
not tire thee, who art to be reverenced as the inftrument
of the will of the mafter of lights, and all whofe hours
are deftined to the goverament of the world.

May it pleafe him, who of nothing has created all
things, that thou mayeft,lay, onc day, at the feet of the
Grand Signior, the crowns of all the monarchs, who
cominand in the infidels countries, and hecome thereby
the arbiter of the univerfe.

Paris, 18th of the 1t Moon, of the Year 1642.

XII.—T0 the Karmacnam, at Conflantinople.

Ths king here has mortified his parliament, by the ad-
vice of ,Cardinal Richlicu. The parliaments are bodies
of learned men, who decide all affairs in the kingdom,
@s well cvil as criminal ; and the parliament of Paris has
a larger jurifdi@ion than all others, and as confiderable
prerogatives. What I have to fay on this fubjet, has
happened from the beginning of thedaft year; and now
o relate it, becaufe I forgot to do it when the thing hap.
pened : And I will inform thee, befgem]_ enter on the
matter, what obliged heretofore thé kings of France to
fet up this great feat of juftice.

The ancient kings of France gave.it authority of ap-
proving and verifying the edi@s and declarations which
they fhould make, which was a'bar which thefe wife
princes would fix between the people and the fovereign
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authority. Whence ic appearcd, that monarchy was mix-
ed with ariltocracy,, with.,ut which the wife Lave thought,
that ftatcs could not long ful:filt ; and the princes of
this age have fubmitted to a tribunal re-eftablithed by
themfelves, the reflolutions they take, to the end they
may difcharge themfelves towards God, to whom they
are accountable, as well as other men, and to obtamn con-
fidence from their fubjeéls, in taking from amongft them
arbiters to regulate them, Yet they have ever referved
the liberty of making ufe of ther abfolute power, as is
feen in their letters patent, whe.r‘c they foiget not to in-
fert thefe words, ¢ For fuch is our vall and pleafure.”

Thefe mouarchs allo thouyit herchy to have found
out a way to defiud themielves fiom the inportunitics
of the grandecs, who often dentandcd fuch things which
could not be mauted without pejudice 10 the whole
kingdom.

The authonty of the now raguing hing being out of
danger of being flaken v deftroyed, this monarch hav-
ing hiv cxchequer well ftored, his valiant and experienced
captains, ftout foldiers, and numerous armies, and yoad
fleets of fhips at fa ; whercby he would make known (o
this puiffant tribunal, that if it had been fet up o affift
the kings by its counitls when required, yet it wufl not
pretend that its dectecs fhouid become laws to then fo-
vereigns. He went Jo the parliament with all the marks
of grandeur with which he is ufually attended on thefe,
days of ceremony,.and with fuch a gicat company of
lords as made th. y »¥er of this momarch eafily diicern-
ed. He gave thle gentlemen to underftand, he would
have them.ratify, without more ado, the orders he would
fend them, which they term ediéls, requiring them to be
immediately eqgegiftered. He afterwards gave them an
cxpreis charge, not to concern themiclves benceforward
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in affairs of ftate; aml to humble them the more, he
declared to them, that he would be henceforward the
difpofer of graces and offices, and beftow recompenfes
to fuch as deferved them. He added hercuntoan order
of giving an account every year to his chancellor of their
deportments, and to come and 1eceive every year his ma-
jelty’s approbation to continue them in their offices ; and,
as a mark of his ihdignation and authority, he put by
the prefident and fome counfcllors from their places.

"T'his bold and politic attion was done (as I may fay)
in the midft of dancingsand divertifements, the moie to
denote the monarch's authority, and in the time of {uch
magnificent feaftings as became the pomp of the greataft
emperors, in the palace of the cardinal, for the marriage
of his nicce, Mademoilelle de Breze, with the prince of
Conde’s eldeflt fon, called the Duke d’ Anguien ; a prince
from whom the world <xpeéts great things, and whom all
Frauce belicves will prove one of the famoufell princes
in Chatiendom.

The Catalonians are obftinate in their revolt ; their
depties have been already feen in this court, to entreat
a good fupply from this king ; and it is not to be doubt-
ed but they will earneftly fue for his proteftion: And
Trance las already fent troops near thofe parts, and its
flcets appear on the coaft> to cncomage this nation and
wortify the Spauiards. There are a great many troops

asraifed here 3 and this monarch will have in the fpring
Cight armies, commanded by gengeti.of great valonr
and experience, befides thefe two feets; fo that Ger-
many, Lorrain, the Low Countries, Catalonia, and Italy,
are like to be expofed to the miferige of ai impoverith-
ing war. Only Germany fcems to be able to defend it-
felf. - .

The vaft genius of the Trench minifter aftonifhes all
Vol. 1. N
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.the princes of Europe ; he breaks all their meafures, and
makes a fecret war againft them in their own courts.
Nothing can efcape his vigilant care ; he keeps his own
fecrets fo ftriftly, that his neareft friends cannot difcover
them. His power and authority are fo great, that the
princes of the blood are nothing in comparifon of him ;
and his fame makes him as much refpe@ed abroad as at
home.

His friends affirm, he is ignorant of nothing which is
projeCted in Europe. England is the place which he has
latt attacked, its civil wars o'wing their original to his
- defigns.

I pray Heaven favour thy juft pretenfious, and every
day increafe thy heroic virtues.

Paris, 15th of the 1t Moon, of the Year 1642.

—— —— —— — ]

XII1.—=To the Moft Exccllent and Mof} Venerable MuFT,

Sovereign Prelate of the Holy Religion of the Faithful
Muffulmans.

H: of whom T wrote fo many particulars, fome moous
ago, to obey, as I ought, the exprels command thou
laideft upon me, not cnly is ftill living, but is more ab-
folute than ever, in what concerns his mmiftry. Yet is
it falfe that this cardinal finding nothing more (as thow
writclt to me, it is talked of in Conftantinople) to fa;
tiefy his ambitiae, ( which puts him fill upon dcﬁnng
fomething fmmemg become the abfolute mafter of
what depends on thc kingdom of Lewis XIIL.), had de-
figns of making himfelf abfolute maftcr of what con-
cerus rcligion.  But he was too knowing a man, to de-
fign the being the fuperior general of all the French der-
vifes; a thing which neither the King of France nor
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the pope would permit. I rather think this wminiflérs
defign has been to fubje&t all the Chriftian princes to hxl
*mafter’s interefls,

The Ottoman empire would have fome reafon to be
afraid, were all the Ruman prelates wifc enough to choofe
this man for their pope.  We fhould fee in a fhort time
all Afia agitated by his intrigues againft the followers of
the great Mahomet ; and thofe that follow Ali would
not enjoy a much greater fecurity. Thou knoweft that
the greatclt marke which the popes can give of their
piety during their ponfificate, is to ftir up wars, and
make leagucs againft usto overthrow our empire. Thihk
then what this great man would do, were he the head of
the Chuftiaus, with thofe abilities, and great intelligences
which be every where keeps ; fecing, that being only a
fubje@, and minifter of one prince, he fo governs him-
felf, that therc is ro nation, how far foever ditant, but
holds its eyes opun on his conduét; and a pope being
always chofen from amongfl the cardinals, and the pope
now reigning being very old, it may happen that this
dangeious man fhall be chofin.

Thou, then, whofe pure life makes us believe thou art
a faint, pray the Great God to hinder fuch an event,
which will, without queflion, difturb the empire of him
whom he has chofen to hunble all other potentates, and
fhow on earth the greatnefs of his power ; and, rather
than fuch a misfortune fhould befall us, pray him that
has created all things that this m¢ ~«agyes be opened to
know and embrace the true faith ; for it were better (if
I may fo fay without difpleafing thee) that this cardinal
fhould be a bad mufii at Conftaptinople than a good
pope at Rome, at the heud of all the Nazarenes.

Itis faid that a forcign king confulted this oracle
(for he is held in as great veneration as if he was one),

N2
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what condu& he-fhould hold to live fecurely: and it is
faid the cardinal made this anfwer, ¢ That kings fhould
live in fear, and then they would live in fafety ; it being
certain they would rective no poifon from the hands of
thofe who do not prefent them their diink, no more than
they can rcceive wounds from thofe whom they keep at
a great diftance from them. Thofe who will not flatter
them will not deceive them ; and where they fhall think
themfelves in greateft fafety, that will always be the
place of greateft danger.”

I am perfuaded, grave and wife prelate, thou wils ap-

rove of the anfwer of this minifter. Julius Caefar lived
in the midft of combats, but died in the midft of the fe.
nate,

Next, after God, it is hefore thee, great minifter of
Heaven ! that I humble myfelf, cntreating thee to re-
ccive gracioufly the profound refpe@s of thy flave Mah-
mut.

Paris, 25th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1642,

XIV.—Ta bis Mother OucoumicHE, at Conflantingple,

I'r may be faid I have efcaped from a mortal ficknefs,
and remain in life only to hear the complaints of my
fricnds, who racite to me their misfortunes ; and of my
kindred, who cn.;rﬂl}'\ me with the lofles they have
fuftained. Thou addeft, my dear mother, a new torment
to the pains I.already fuffer, by thedding fo many fruit.
lefs tears.- Ob! how.cruel is my country, that gives fo
many oceafions of afllition to. thofe to whom the hag
given their birthd Then haft loft the greateft part of
thine eftdte :dn, the, fire of Conftantinople, and death
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has deprived thee of thy fecond hufband. I was but a
child when my father died, fo that I could not then
judge of thy gricf; neither was I fenfible of my own
lofs. Now that I am a man, I enter into thy fenti.
ments, I thare in thy gnief'; and fhall do allI can to com-
fort thee. '

Thou haft loft thy firft and fecond hufband, and thou
haft reafon to afli@ thyfelf. If the firft was an honeft
man, it is certain the other loved thee extremely ; and
the charms of thy countenance have not a little ferved
thee to acquire the affe@ion of thefe two hufbands, which
thou knewelt how to keep by thy complacencies and
blind obedience to their wills; and by fuch a prudent
carriage as, one may fay, thou wouldft force them to
love thee, hadft thou not done it by the charms of thy
beauty. b

But what fhall we do in this thy extreme aflicion,.
and in the troublefome eondition I am for the gf'i\-.'}_h
thou endureft, which mingles my ink with my tears?
Yet we muft endeavour to be comforted with a firm
refolution not to afflit ourfelves but at the lofs of fuch
things which will never be in our power to rccover;
thou at the lofs of the reputation which thou haft ac-
quired of a virtuous woman, and I at that of an ‘honcﬁ
man, ‘

‘When my father died, it was not all the philofophy
nor eloquence of the Greeks which could comfort thee ;
thy afliGtion was ftronger thangail”iheir reafons; and
when thefe officious comforters had forfaken thee, thou
foughteft eafe to thy trouble in a new fpoufe. Him now
thou haft loft, but now thou art ftill in a condition from
hindering this lofs from being irreparable. Thy virtue
has never been queftioned, and thou ait not as yet fo
old but thou mayft think of another hufband, Seek
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d third, which ray make thee forget thy forrow for the
fecond ; and if thou” findeft him not immediately, or if
thou hadft fome trouble in feeking a like eomfort to thy
afffition, rcceive in this letter the tears of another mo.
ther, which will fiow thee there is a woman of a fur
higher condition that 13 more affli¢ted than thou art.
Paiis is flill full of the cries and fighs which come
from a princefs of the firft rank. She has now loft a
great prince, her fon, who is flain in a battle which he
had wou by a ftrong army of which he was general.
Read in my letter the lively and ¢nder expreflions of the.
grief of this iilluftrious mother, which draws compaffion
from Lis cnemies, who are forced by the rules of civility
tb-make her vifits, Thus does the fpeak every day and
hour to perfona who comme to vifit her; and, when'there
19°#6" body, fhe thus fpeaks to herfelf, IS
« W'his unforturiate wormds is pot a monfent withoit®
fighing ; aud one would ‘think- by her language therini-
tended to recal the foul wliich 'has quitsed ‘the body of
her fon, the unhappy Count of- Soiflons ¢ *¢ Poor Count,
a:foh fo tenderly loved, and {0 greatly deferved it, where
isthy body now to be found, dyed ‘in blood and in that
of\thy enemics ? What viGory? Where are thofe glo--
rious marks that thould give me fo great joy, and which:
give me fuch caufe of defpair? Why did I bring thee-
forth into the world, unfortunate fon, if I muft fo foon
186 thee ?  Miferable mother, uchappy fon! How art’
thou a conqueror wheny fec no other trojihy of ‘thy vifto-
rthan thy death! 1 hear from all patts, that the Count
is'vidtorious, and yet I hear everywhere ‘that Kis-enemits-
réjoice, - I fee, dear fon, ‘alf thy domeftics that followed
. theée, return without wounds, ard.yer I do.not fee their
mafter. None of them cani tell' me where helis, and in:
whiat-place their general lies; who foaght with fo gréat
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valour and fuccefs to his party ; but they are all agreed,
the battle was won, that my fon is a conqueror, and that
he has loft his life, Unfortunate fight, which has made
equally bewailed, the death of the victorious gencral by
his mother, and the defeat by the vanquithed ! Would tor
God thou hadit been vanquifhed, thou mightft have lived.
I fhould not have been in this condition of following
thee, : It would have been no fhame to have been dee
feated, it would have been only a misfortune which
would have been. common to thee with Pompey and,
Haanibal, to whom antiguity had nothing to impute, but:
their ill fortune. A fincere reconciliation, a pardon, or.
a peace, might make all that is paft forgotten. A tvo-:
luntary exile might have appeafed the king’s anger, and:
perhaps difarmed the cardinal ; my fon might have lived,:
France would not have been troubled, a mother would
not. have been at this day comfortlefs, and the Count’s
encmies would not have rcjoiced at his lofs. DBut, to my:
griefy nothing of, this has happened. Alas! the ftay of:
ap Hluftrious family is dead : Unhappy mather ! how arer
all thy, hopes vanifhed ? .But, good God, how wab this-
my dJear {on taken out of the world? I koow but too
well that, his enemieylaid continually fnares for him. Me-
thinks I fee my fon’s murderers give him the deadly.
ftroke in the beat of the fight, and in the inftant he was
going to enjoy his vitory. Ah, my dear fon | Ah, un+
fortunate mothgr} Why did I not breathe out my laft
on the dead body of this fon, {o —orthy the cfteem of
all the ‘world, and whom I fo deally loved? Why didt.
not thou, teo pewerful minifter, give me the mortal blow,,
rather than let me fee (o fad a tragedy ? Do you kill me
that hear me 5 or thou, my fon, give me thy hang, to de-

feend into the grave whicre thau ast to be buried.
¢« But my reafon t.'_ails,mc; I muft, ‘for my fon’s ho-

N 4



296 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. L.
1

nour, ftifle thefe motions of weaknefs. It is true, he
lives no longer ; but he died in the bed of honour, with
his fword in his hand ; he died full of glory ; he died
vitorious ; and, even in dying, vanquifhed his cnemies,
¢ Let us ccafe from fhedding tears. But what do I
fay ? he dicd afiaflinated, a vi€lim facrificed to the ven-
geance of his enemics by the blackeft treafon it is clear ;
and yet I would live : No, I muft die; let us imitate the
greatnefs and comage of thofe illufirious women, who
threw themfelves on the pile whereon their hufbands were
burnt : My fon is more dear to me ; let us then die, and
weep no more : thefe tears are fruitlefs; but let us live,
feeing Heaven ordains it, and let us live to die every day:
I fhall have ever prefent before my eyes the death of my
fon; I fhall fee every day his bloody body ; I fhall con-
tinually rementber his refpet, his tendernefs for me, and
I fhall never forget the tender and violent paffion which
I had for this fon, for whom alone I lived : But at lealt,
eruel cardinal, reftorc me his dead body. Thou haft thy
revenge,.he is no longer alive ; give - this*fad confolation
to a defolate mother, perhaps this fight will work the
effe® thon defireft, cruel wretch as thou art; it will
upite my foul to that of my fon.” . 1
" Dear mother, if thou canft not comfort thyfelf by fo
great an example of inisfortune as this princefs, it will
be hard for thy fon to fay any thiug which can diminifh
thy grief. Imitate this illuftrious woman, who having
fuffered whatever forn‘ and defpair can do to a mother
who loves vehemently, and with'reafon, fuffers herfelf to
be perfuaded not to give an entirc viory to her enemies,
who triumph #till over her fon, by the grief which they
fee his death has caufed. She has been ruled by the ad-
vice of her friends, and reccived great comfort from
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a leteer fent her by the king, written with his ewn
hands : L

“ Coufin, the grief which you fhow at your late’lofs
obliges me to tefltify the fhare which I have in it, and
the difpleafure I conceive at the fault of him which has
caufed it : and though I ought not to be forry, by rea-
fon of the conjunéture wherein it has happened, yet I
mutft heartily condole with you, and coutribute what T
am able to your confolation.”

I can fay nothing mere to thee, my moft honoured
mother, unlefs it be, that thou fhalt always have in mg
a moft obedient fon; #nd if thou takeft a third huf-
band, thou wilt be perhaps lefs unfortunate ; but ‘pleafe
thyfelf. L

The Great God, who has created all things, and pro-
vides for their neceffities by his infinite goodnefs, com~
fort and fill thee with his bleffings.

Paris, 2514 of the 2d Moon, of the Year 164,

.

XV.—T0 the Grand Signior’s Treajurer.

T ng prielt which played the tarpaulin, whom the French
call the Archbithop of Bourdcaux, of whom I belicve 1
have given thee fome account the 1oth Mboq of the
Year 1637, has loft the credit which he had with the
king, and is at prefent difgraced. The opinion of his
valour at court is much leflened,gby his not hindering,
with the fleet. he commanded, the Spaniards from putting’
fuccours into Tarragone, a famous fca-port ncar Barce-
lona. They loft the lakt year twelve galleys in fight a-
gainft the French naval forces ; but having fitted a migh

tier fleet, they have put into this place ‘the fuccours they

N5
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intended.  The achbithop could not, or woulu not,
hinder them, which will Le the caufe that thiy place will
not come {o foon under the power of the French.

It is faid that this prdate was banithed France, and
was tetired into a city fituategd on the Rhofne, named
Avignan, and belongs to the Roman prelate.

It being a thing very ufual to run down the unfoitu-
nate, all the world blames this prelate, having not always
met with equal fuccefs on the fua in the employs he
fought, and which did not at all agiee with his fun&ion
of archbifhop ; which he might have peiformed with ap-
plaufe, in imitating his predeceflos, who was his Liother,
the Cardinal de Souidis, and who had left him a diocefe
well regulated, rich, furnithed with greaw flore of chuches
well ferved, paftors of great piety and lcarning, whom
this man had procured and fettled in his diocefe with
yreat care ; which made bis death extremely Jamented.

‘The Catalonians are at length become this king’s fub-
je€ta; they maintain their revolt with the Fiench forces,
ang Rtengthen themfelves after the example of the Por-
tugucfes. They fight with fuch courage, that they
come oft continually conquerors : but J fhall muke no
relation of their fights, nor of the blood whish is fpilt
on gither fide, which are matters I do not care to treae
of:

God give thee a continual tranquillity of mind, make
thee in Jove with peace, and pieferve in thee *hat vigilant
fpirit, {o neceffary for the keeping the treafure entrufted
ta.thee.

urin. 20th of the 2d Moon, of.the Year 164z,
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XVI.—70 the Kaimacuam,

Tna cardindl favourite of France has fuch long hands,
that he makes feizures in thofe places which are not
fahjeét to hus jurifdi€tion : and, when he has made them,
he kceps them without any thoughts of reftoring them.
There 1s nn probubility at prefent that this bold politi-
cun will lay hands on what belongs to the Grand Sig-
niar, how.ver, I have fome realon to write thus.

Theie has buen carrted, fome days fince, an illufirious
prifoner into the caftle 8f the Wood of Vincennes, and
thou thalt hear this wew way of apprehending a great
man in another’s houfe, and in the court of a foreign‘ fo-
vereign, who is abfolute in his own eftates. This pri-
foner was appichended ia the midit of the fineft ladies in
the Cowmt of Turin, at a magnificent ball which the
dutchefs-regent of this cftate gave in her palace. It
was this princels whom I mentioned to thee, who was
widow to Victor Amadrus, Duke of Savoy, and fifter
to the kiug which now i'o happily reigns over the
Freach, .

The dutcheds, who Lad a particular confideration for
tuis prifoner, could not behold this explow of the cardi.
nal’s without c¢xtieme vexation ;3 lus natic is, 1if I be not
miftaken, Count Plulip d’Aglic, a perfon of great quali-
ty, and whofe excellent parts and couruge do yet render,
him more illullrious than his birch.

It is not “yet known why the cardinal undestook
fuch a bold fttroke, though it 1s fad the council of
France has had great reafons to fecure the palfun of
this favounte. The chief motive "they fay was, that he
was carrying on fome defigns agamnt the interefis of this
crown with the Cardinal of Savoy, whom it is thought
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he would have married to the widow of Amadeus his
brother. .

Richlieu attempted not to carry off Count Philip till
having made feveral trials to remove him from the Court
of Turin, under the pretence of fome embafly to which~
he would never confent 5 fo that his obflinacy coft him
his liberty.

The dutchefs greatly complains and reproaches the

king her brother with the violation of the right of na.
tions and fovercignty ; but only her own court are fen-
fible to thefe complaints, they being not heard in that of
France ; and her ambaffador ha$ been feen there in a
fupplicant pofture, humbly fuiug for the count’s liber-
ty; or that he might be fent on an embaffy to Rome ;
or at Jeatlwilc, that in leaving the caftle of Vincennes, he
might be imprifoned fomewhere in Paris.
. The cardinal anfwered the fupplications of the ambaf-
fador of Savoy, that the king his mafter did not appre-
hend Philip and bring him into France, but out of re-
gard to the interefts of his fifter of Savoy ; and that fhe
might be affured that for her fake he fhould be well
ufed. )

Thou mayft fee by this anfwer a great haughtinefs
and fiivolous veafonings, which fufficiently denote that
this grtat minifter does not love to be contradited or
oppofed in the refolution he takes; and if an account of
what is doac in the world muft be given to any one man
alone, he would take it very ill if it were to any body
but himfelf, ‘

I fhall not fail to fend thee the books thou requireft,
and inform thee the beft I can of the falfc or true Don
Sebaftian, King of Poftugal, whom his fubjets do be-
lieve to be ftill alive, when I have made fufficient inqui-
ries into the truth' of the matter, I kifs with a profound
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humility the hem of thy rich velt, on which T fatten the
lips of a refpe@ful and obedient {lave.

Paris, 211t of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1642

XVIL.—To the Re1s Errenos, Secretary of the Empire.

Taere was found laft night a man dvad in the fheets of
Paris, who fcems not to be above thirty ycars old ; he is
a Spaniard, and had about him a letter or memoir, which
it feems he had written to fome confidant at Madrid, in
thefe terms : .

¢ Cardinal Richlicu told me he did not kuow the
hand nor fignature of Count Olivarez’s fecretary’; and
that when he fhould fill up his figned blank, which I
prefented him, and let fall the pretended letter of the fes
cretary into the King of Spain’s hands, he faw not what
advantage could refult hence to the King of France . his
mafter. I am very willng, added he, that the King of
Spain thould fulpe& the count or fecrctary of infidelity,
and of having fome commerce with me; but it would
not "be advantageous to us he fhould be plainly con-
vinced of "it, feeing the greateft happinefs France could
have is, that Count Olvarez’s miniftry fhould be perpe-
tual; for being the moft unhappy of all the fivourites’
that have ever been in the place he poflefles, all good
Frenchmen are obliged to pray to God to give him.a
long life, and to continue him ever in the king his maf..
ter’s favour, to perpetuate by, his counfels the difgraces:
of Spain.”

He purfued his point of raillery in this manner :

“ Of a Duke of Braganza, Olivarcz has made a King
of Portugal ; of a King of France, a Count of Barcelos
na; of a fovereign Duke of Lorrain, a vaffal ; of a prince
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cardinal, a knight-errant ; of 2 Lord of Monacho, a auke
and peer of France ; and, ia fine, of Philip IV, King of
Cpain, he has made a Count Duke de Ohvarez.”

Tins s all I could gret from fo great and iuftnous a
goms.

‘The it Gel, who has fent us Lis prophet, ever diret
thy a®ticur, that thou maydt enjoy an happy ctaruity,
awd give thee cppos tunities of doing good.

Yuris, 24th of the qth Moon, of the Year 1842,

Po—
—— ——

¢
XVUIL—7% Wirriam Vosrsr, @ Coryf an of dijtria,

Gob be praifed, thy patriarch Elias, and his compa-
nion 3 forafinuch as I fee thoa art a {aut, and content in
the relipion of the barcfooted fiars, which thou haft em-
braced. Thou flineft me up to do geod, and encou-
ragelt me to {uffer, and become ferivus enough to re-.
nounce the pleafures of the woild, feeing thow traceft me.
a way fo necelfary to walk 1, in order to airive at Hea-
ven. I did not belicve, indeed ¥ confefs 1, thou wert
endued with that conitiacy, ard was afiaid thon woutdit
change ; bur feeing thou halt the courage of kecping
thy refolution, and endwing all the ingommodioufnels
which is 10 be met with in that kiod of life which theu
‘haft emmbraced ; Iam forry for my fufpicions, and profefs
I hawe all dye efteem for thee: 1 love thee as much as
one honeft man ought to love another, who baving found
out the true good, has rug impctuoufly after it and whe
has paft immediately from a foft and voluptuous life to.
the {everitics of an auftere relynibn, i {earch of an affur-
«d port, ‘which is more ufually found in. fufferings and
macerations, than in delights and pleafures. There is.
one thing amongft others which extrémely pleafes me.in



Book1V. A SPY AT PARE, 302

the orer thou hiaft cntered 5 all thungs are in com nou
amongit you ; one key opens an hundred doors; you
have no Meum et Tuum ; all clad in the fame fafhion, and
all go burefooted ; you cat at the fame table, and no
body has better or worfe fare than another.  In fine,
your prayers are the fame, aand {0 are your vows of po-
verty.

But prithce tell me, what would a thief have found in
thy ccll, whom I faw yefterday hanged with a key a-
hout his neck ? He had the dexterity of opening with
his key all forts of locks, and has done a thoufand ro-
guifth exploits, which Mave at length brought him to the
gallows. He told the peaple ke dicd a mott Lappy man,
as haviug pratifed with gicat fucedfs an art iufeior to
none: that the only crime he thought he had been guil-

ty of for thefc thirty ycars was his committing but fmall-

thefes ; that had be found the doors always open he
had never entered into any houfe ; and heexhorted magis

ftrates to chafkife only thofe who fuffired themfelves to-

be robbed. . ;

Spamfh authors have written, there is no law which
allots penaltics to thofe that rob with prudence and ingenu.
ity, Thus, fay they, do all thofe'who fleal wherewithal to
appeafc the envious who would accufe them, the witnele
fes which might ferve to convit them, and the magi.
ftrates by iwhom.they are to he judged ; fo that the thief
that fhall have ftolem for him(clf, and for all others I now
mentioned, fhall be evcr funt away abfolved ; which
makes me. think that theft is of, the nature of woman,
for both one and the other feemn at this day to be ne-
ceflary evils, juft as keys feem only good now-a-days to

preferve what ‘may be ftolen, and not to hinder it from .

being fo.
How many things'has the injuftice of fome people au-
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thorifed for the fafeguard of a town? It is not enough-
to have a ftrong garrifon of foldiers ; three clements are
not fufficient to defend it againft a greater power that
would opprefs it. The earth is raifed to make thereof
trenches ; the deepeft ditches are dried up, whatever
quantity of water may be in them, and fire is enclofed in
cannons, the effe@s of which are terrible.  If thou fur-
veyeft Italy, thou wilt find, in feveral towns, palaces
which have more gates than Thebes had heretofore ; and
if thou counteft the keys which ferve to open them, thou
wilt find the iron they are made of to coft morc than the
doors themfelves, )

Men are not contented to ufe thefe keys according to
the common ufc they feem to be defigned for ; their ambi-
tign makes them ferve for marks of honour in feveral
princes courts, where they be rccompenfes for fervices, for
virtue and valour. The golden key in Spain, which'the
great lords wear, denotes, that they know how to open
the gate of favour. And it is the fame in Gcrmany, and
efpecially in the emperor’s court.

_ Huppy was ancicnt Rome, whofe citizeus were fo wile,
that being advifed to turn the front of their houfct on
that fide where they could not be ubferved by theif
neighbours, they anfwered the architeét, ¢ We rather de-
fire our ‘houfes may be oveilooked into, becaufe we do
) notlnng wherein we fear a furprife.” Whereas moderr
Rome, on the contrary, may be terme unhappy, where-
in there are not enough gates, and porters of them,
to conceal what is doae ip the moft retired places of their
palaces.

It is in this city where luxury gréw to that héight an.
der the firft emperors, that all mens ftudies were to find
vut new pleafures.

But I muft end this difcourfe of keys, of doors, and
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dhor-l!ecpers; I muft not expet to reform the world,
nor would I weary thy patience. Pardon me my paffing
from the cell to the ftory of the thicf whom I faw execut-
ed, and from the thief to a difcourfe of kcys, and other
things with which I have entertained thee. I was fo
full of 1t that T could not forbear the difcourfe, no more
than I can now to fpeak of the fubtilty of the Spaniurds,
who have vaunted of the worth of their Efcurial, by the
great number of the keys which belong to it ; like that
foolifh emperor who valued the greatnels of Rome by
the great weight of fpijers webs which were there. The
Spaniards affirm, there are fo many doors to this ftately
edifice, that the keys which ferve to open them weigh
above ten thoufand weight.

But it i8 time to end this tirefome lettcr. Let me then
counfel thee to watch over thy confcicnce as the Pari-
fians do over their fhops, to prevent violences. Here
are fo many great and fmall thicves, that fhould they'be
punifhed as they were chiaftifed in Sytia, wherc the famé
punifhment is impofed on him that is robbed as he that
robs, this great town would” be feon unpeopled, or be-
@pme a prifon to an infinitc number of people who would
be found faulty.’

May it pleafe the  great God, who fhould be adored br '
all creatures, to incline the great Prelate (after thou art’
delivered from the burden of the flefh), to place thee
amongﬂ: the numiber of thofe for whom the church has a
pious vencration, and refpeét thy athes in fuch a manner

as I hope thy holy and exemplady life will deferve,
Paris, 24th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1642.
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X'IJ-{.-—“To the Venerable MurTi. "

Tuou wilt not think me troublefome, if thou remem.
bereft the order thou haft given '‘me, and 1 ought rather
to hazard the tiring of thee by frequent letters, than be
accufed of negle¢t for not obeying thee. Obedience
muft necds be agreeable where the command is made with
wifdom. When I write to the Grand Vifier, it is in
trembling 3 and if I write to the Kaimacham, I am not
without hope; and I fend no letter to the other baflae
without inquittude and great troyble. As to what con-
cerns my fiiends, I divert. myfelf in writing to them.—
But when it is to thee I write, T may fay it is, that I
may hope, live, and obtain in the other world that happy
ftare {poken of by our holy Prophet, that life which is
to be the recompenfe of all thofe who fhall perform good
a&ions whillt they dwell among men.

#Cardinal Richlieu would willingly be abfolute in mat.
ters of religion as thou art ; he would allo be thought a
faint, but he knows not how to-be ones and indeed he
would be every thing. However, he does abundance
of thiings which thou doft not, dnd pretends to be above
thée, becaule he dees not live as thou doft. 'This man,!
whofé head is full of the affaits of the world, concerns
. himfelf in whatever paffes in Europe 5 oge only employ
caithot fatisfy him ; he is not contented with being the
faVourite of a great king, under whofe-authority he: go.
verns all things: Some time ago it was reported he
would make himfelf a patriarch. He afpires extreme
high, undertakes the moft difficult matters, and takes a
fingular pleafure in making ufe of cxtraordinary means
for the execution of his proje@s, that pofterity and hifto-
Yians may write, that being come nto the world with a
fmiall fortunc, he died rich ; and being born in the condi-
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)
tion of a private man, he lived in the flate of a great

prince. Obferve, venerable prince of that religion, which
can alone be approved eof by him who drew the world
out of nothing, two remarkable ftrokes of this French
Tiberius, which I have learned but lately. -

The caidinal fent to Madrid incognito a general of cer-
tain derviles, a man of a fit genius to fecond his own, of
a piercing and f{ubtle wit, and very underftanding in fe.
cular affairs ; after having given him exprefs order, that
as foon as ever he fhould be in Spain, he fhould do fuch
and fuch a thing, and that at his return into France, he
theuld remit into his hands alone the memoirs of what he
had tranfa@ed. This monk fucceeded very well in the
smplay he undsrteok, but in his return the cardinal fent
an exprefo command to him, to deliver, before he entered
mto France, all his papers into the bands of .2 guntleman
who brought him his letrer, . The dervife obeyed, but
he was difgraced ; and the candinal maiatained it was a
crime to.obey on this oceafian ;. for having once receiv--
¢d aa order to entrult no body with thefe papers bug,
himielf, he could not be excufed for ddlivering them to.
others; and for this reafon he forbade him to fet foot within
the kingdom. This poer religious died fome time after,
dafperate at this ufage s and perhape this ds. the firft timeg,.
a man has been punifhed for too punlual obedience. . .

Jt i3 not many moons fince there came poul a perfon ..
of quality from Italy, who brought confiderable news to
thescatdinal, It is impoflible for me to exprefs the cae.
refles this favourite made him jvand to denote his joy,.
he immedintely prefented him with a rich diamond, and -
made him hope for full giester recompenfes; yet this:
fame perfon that had breught this fo good news was cara *
ncd to the Baitlle as foon as he cante gut of. the cardi-
nal’s clofet, where he 1eaained for fome moons without »
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!
feeing any body ; fo that he imagined himfelf all that
while in a dream ; but at length his prifon doors were fet
open, and the cardinal would fee him, and made him be
given as many hundred crowns as he had paft over
days in his folitude. He accompanied this prefent he
made him with all the civilities imaginable, and faid thefe
words te him, ¢ Thou art not to blame, and yet I could
not but punifh thee for my fault, when I made thee en-
ter into my clofet as foon as thou cameft from Italy to
bring me fo advantageous news. The great defire I had
to know the particulars of the hufinefs, made me forget
to take off from my table a writing of great importance,
which thou mighteft have read entire; which contained
the revolt of Catalonia, the demands of this province,
and the intrigues of France, which caufed this infurrce-
tion; and the knowledge of fo important a myftery
might make my prince lofe the acquifition of fo rich a
province, fo that I could not imagine a more fafe and
fpeedy remedy, than to fhut thee up in a place where it
was impoffible for thee to make any ufe of the notices
thou didft get by my imprudence. But things being at
prefent in fuch a condition, wherein it is impoffible France
fhall receive any prejudice, I reftore thee thy liberty, and
entreat thee to forget the feverity which reafons of ftate
have put me upon. Receive from my hands the prefent
which the king my mafter makes thee ; and be pleafed
to reckon me amongft the number of thy particular
friends. =

I proftrate myfelf agatn at thy feet, holy Prelate, en-
treating thy benedi€ion, and that thou wilt look on me
as one of thy moft obedient children, having fuch a re-
Jpe& to thy holinefs as is due to the greateft minifter of
“heaven that ever mtérpreted the holy Alcoran in the em-
pire of the faithful.



Book IV. A SPY AT PARIS. 300

I alib entreat thy prayers, that God, having regard to
the fupplications which thou fhalt offer him, would give
me the grace to live honeftly, and ferve the fultan faith-
fully, and that I may die in the religion of my fathers.

Panis, 24th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 16427

XX.—T0 the Kaimacuam.

TH! books of the Arabian, Geber, are not to be found
m that language whiclj thou defircft them in; I have
fought for ghem, I believe, in above two hundred book-
fellers fhops, and theve is not one of them knows they
were ever tranflated into the tongue in which thou
wouldft have them. L
It is now fome time fince thefe books have been com-
mon in France; and there are feveral perfons who apply
themfelves to Dr. Geber’s fcience ; but there is no tran-
flation of them into any of the common languages of
Europe. When I inquired for this book, the bookfellers
afked e feveral different queftions, and efpccially, whesher
I fought for receipts to prolong life: Some there were-
who alked me grinning, whether my defign was to fix
fome volatile deity 2 .And others anfwered the queftion
I made them on the book of the lcarncd Geber, only by
a filence, accompanied with fome fmiles; and at the
fame time putting into my hands a book, faying unto-
meges¢ Here is what you look for, this is what you*
want, Monfieur Abbot 5’ and ti¥s bogk treated of im-
poflible things ; of the quadrature of the circle in gco-
metry ; of the plilofopher’s flone in chemiftry ; of thes
perfection of the orator in rhetoric § of a republic, fuch?
a one as Plato wpuldy have in his politics 3*and of the

perpetual motion in the mathematics.  * | »
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I did not feem to be much moved at thefe merchants
dealings with me ; but I found a very honeft capuchin,
who put me in hopes of recovering the Geber thou feck-
eft, for he affuicd me he faw it in Chaldee, or in the
Egyptian language, in a learncd man’s library, without
giving me any encouragement to think it may be pur-
chafed, becaufe hie that poffefles it is not needy of moncy.

Thou wilt not, pethaps, be difpleafed to know what
this religious teid me concerning cliemiitry ; and he ap-
peared to me not ouly to have leurning but expericnce.
He affured me there were in Paris alone feveral thoufands
of men that applicd themfelves t6 this exercife ; and that
there were above four thoufand authors who treat of this
feience : That King Geber was the moft knowing and
cleareft ®uo his expreflions, and yet there are none but
fuch as are rcal philofophers, and wholly bent to the
ftudy of nature, that can cafily underfland him. Where-
unto he added, there were feveral people who laboured
with great paticnce, but few with thofe qualifications
which are neccflary to find fuccefs ; he affirmed, that
fpeculative knowledge is fruitlefls ; that one muft have a
long practice and continual exercife; that moft pcop]e
Iabour to no purpofe, becaufe they do not take nature

Ifor their guide, vo more than the operations fhe makes
in minerals ; becaufe, according to Geber, the principles
of the art fhould be thofe of nature itfelf; and that it
is only in metals we can find metals; and that 1t is, in
fine, by metals onc can fucceed in the making of pq&&
metals. ‘

This good dervife maintained, that the true way to
procecd to the perfetion of this great work, coufifls in
the union of the mineral fpirits purified by art, with the
perfect metallic bodies, having ﬁrﬁ volatilized them and
then fixed them, in conferving all ‘the radical humidity,
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and 18 augmenting the natural heat, by a difcreet con-
coftion of the compofition which comes by this marvel-
lous ferment, which makes all this mafs boil, and puts it
into a fermentation ; fo that this marvellous compofition,
infinuating itfelf by penetration into the meft fubtle parts
of the melted metal, by the extcrnal fiie, and radically
diffolving it, it ripens it, and purges it from whatever 18
not of the effence of gold and of mercury, till the whole
be driven out to an entire perfeQion, which made the
mafter of mafters, the learncd Geber, fay, that this pe{'-
fe&t elixir being the pure fubftance of metals, it fucks in
the melted metals that which is of the fame nature with
itfelf, and perfe&s it. {

Now, as it is impoflible for the artift to produce any
thing that is new according to his fancy, but only to
join or feparate what nature has produced, Raymund
Lully would have us underfland, that the body in this
art is the metallic being, in which lies the mincral {pirit,
becaufe the metals are nothing elfe but tlus fpint, of
which confifts the philofopher’s ftone ; and this fpirit is
properly the virtue of minerals, in which is contained the
fpring of metals. But the famous Geber has plainly
fhowed that this ftone is wholly created and formed by
nature, to which the artift ncither adds nor diminifhes
- any thing, but only makes it change its place by his pre-
paration, which in every other refpe is ufelefs.

Thiis friar affirms, this mincral body, entirely fpmtu-
oys as it is, has yet four forts of fuperfluities, of which
it muft be purged by the hand ¢f the artift, viz. a great
humidity, the earth which is found therein, the ordinary
fulphur which burns, and the falt which is currofive ;
and it muft be purified by calcination, diffolution, fubli.
mation, and ﬁxatlon, that there may , alone remain thé
radical humidity, fixed and permanenty which being af-
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terwards united in an indiffoluble manner to the perfect
body, compofes this incomparable body, which is fo much
fought, and fo fcldom found, and which is an hot clixir,
powerful to ripen and purify all imperfe& metals, and
convert them into gold or filver.

There is afterwards given an adlivity to the gold, in
refining it by new degrees of fire, added to that which it
already had.

Thus far went our converfation, when an old woman
came unhappily upon us, and bereaved me of the fatif-
fattion of leerning of this religious fome important fe-
cret which he feemed inclinable to intruft me with. This
indifcrcet and impertinent woman ufing the liberty ordi-
nary with the people of this country, cruelly interrupted
our converfation ; and I rcmained ftruck as it were with
a flath of lightening, when this knowing friar told me,
that the arrival of this woman forced him to take his
leave of mc; and he appeared to be gone, like a man
that was expe@ed for fome weighty affair ; when cafting
his eyes on my gountenance, he perceived the perplexity
and confufion which this feparation caufed in me; and
to comfort me, he {faid thus to me in my ear: « I'know
very well, fiiend, thou haft an inquifitive foul, and de.
figneft great things ; mect me at my gell, and in the mean
time I will tell thee for thy confolation in plain termms
that it always Las been, and always fhall be my opinion,
that to labour profitably, one muft follow Raymund
Lully’s rules.  This great philofopher affirms, and Lam
of his mind, that to make gold, one muft have gold and
mercury, and mercury and lilver to make filver; but I
underftand by mercury, that mincral {pirit {o refined and
purificd, that it aurifies the very feed of gold, and ar-

‘gentizes that of filver.”” Thefe are the very words he
fpake to me.
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But‘in leaving me, I entreated him ¢o tell©  whe-
ther it was eafy to attain to the accomplifhment of this
great work 3 and what was neceflary for that great end ?

He anfwered me, it was very hard, which made almoft
all people delpair of compaffing it, there bcmg very few
people on whom Heaven beftowed the neceffary qualifi-
cations to acquire this precious art 3 that thefe qualifica-
tions confifted in being a truc philofopher, and in being
perfe&ly fkilled in nature, in having a patience proof a.
gainft all difappointments ; and that a ®man fhould be in
the flower of his age, fjrong and vigorous to endure la-
bour, well furniied with wealth, and indefatigable.
Whereunto he added, that if any of thefe qualities were
wanting, one might be certain that the others would be fo
alfo ; that a man who is unacquainted with nature, works
like a blind man ; and that fhould one fail of fuccefs the
firt, fecond, third, fourth, nay, fifth or fixth time, in
the operatron, he s a fool that then grows weary, and
does not again begin to fet at work with the fame earneft
nefs and hopes of fuccefs ; and that fhould a man want
a vigox:ous health, labour would weaken and make him
faint; and that, in fi nc, if one be without {ufficient cftate,
it is impoflible the work fhould fucceed ; which demands
an entire man, and fuch a one as minds nothing elfe.

tThis dervife, moreover, told me as a thing certain, that
{everal perfons had attained to the perfe@ion of this un-
, dertaking, which employs fo great a number of virtu-
vfo’ssin all parts of the world ; for were it not fo, there
would not be that quantity of gofd therc is, for all that
of the Indies was not fufficient to fatisfy fo many PLOPIC,
who mind nothing elfe but gaining of i it; and that, in
fine, fuch great treafures which are heaped up, and the
gold that runs in traffic, never came qit of the mines

which are in the mountains,-but that a great part hds
Ve 0’0 L o
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beén made by artifts. He, moreover, affured mi, that
the overfeers of the mint in France affirmed, as a thing
beyond all queftion, that there was more gold brought
to them than ever came from foreign parts, which made
him conclude that the art is true, and that no man need
doubt that' there is fuch a thing as the philofophet’s
ftone,

This converfation, although interrupted, made me ceafe
being incredulous ; and if I were an heretic in this matter
yefterday, I begin now to have faith, and believe : Only
it is a work extreme difficult ; gnd I do no longer won-
der there are fo many people who deceive others without
‘uny defign of doing it ; and am not furprifed they fhould

*apply themfelves to all forts of perfons, not excepting
princes; for they belicve flill they fhall meet with fuccefs;
and not being able to furnifh the charges they muft be at,
‘they ufe all forts of tricks to move thofc whom covetouf-
nefs renders on this occafion very eafy to be perfuaded ;
*and all in general meet in their operations with great hun.
ger, cold, labour, and fmoke.

It fecems as if that which hindered thofe who have
been fortunate enough to attain the perfeQiom of this
work from communicating their knowledge in thi¢ mat-
‘ter, was the dread of their prince’s power, as having oft

*experienced that they are jealous at the riches of a pri-
vate perfon. Sovereigns cannot endure that a rhean
wretch, born amongft the dregs of the people, fhould
have in his power wherewithal to make himfelf happy
and feveral others, whith abliges them to deprive thele
philofophers of the means of working, and makes them
labour in fecret, and conceal themfelves with more care
‘when they have finifhed their work., Great men cannot
cafily fuffer private people to beqome mafters by virtue
of this art, and'do all thofe wonders which by this mar-
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vellow$ metal may be wrought in their clofets without
guing to Peru, and ranfacking there the bowels of the
carth ; they know very well that this longed-for gold
produces every thing ; gives reputation ; makes them fol-
low one, who fled from a man before; corrupts thofe
who appear the moft incorruptible ; opensTthe ftrongeft
doors ; overthrows whole armies ; caules a man to change
his mind in a moment ; makes him that was a poor man
%refently talk fentences. Nay, many Chriltians affirm
this metal to be fo efficacious, that it diaws the fouls out
of a doleful ahode called Purgatory ; fo that it feems as if
it appeafed God’s wrath, and brings men to heaven.
* Thefe afore-mentioned reafons obliged the cruel Diacle
fiau tp put to death as many chemifts as could be fdunds
in Egypt, and at the fame time to caufc their books to
be.burnt, left the people, who were naturally ingenious,
being become too powerful by the art of making gold,
fhopld undertake a war againft the Roman empire. DBut
we find in the ancient writings of the Arabians, that Mo+
fes having learned of God himfelf the art of perfe@ly
knoWwing nature, and that of the converfion of metals,
and making gold, to write in letters formed of this metal
the law he prefcribed the Ifraclites: He taught it to
Carun, a poor man, but his intimate friend and sear kinf
man ; who bcing begome very rich by means of this
{cience, had heaped up immenfe treafures, and built him-
felf fosty houfes, which were filled with gold, but were
all fyallowed up, and buried in the earth by the virtue of
Mofes’s rod, with the mafter of them, whom fo great
riches had rendered proud, and made him think of with.
drawing himf{clf from obeying this great fervant of God,
having fallely accufed hitn before the people of divers
crimes, and cfpecially.of having abufed a,virgu.

032
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The laft thing which was diicoveied in the Venetian
territories, was a great urn found in an hollow cave. In
this urn, which was confidcrably large, there was another
lefs, and in it two pots, one full of gold reduced into li-
quor, and the other of filver of the fame fafhion, and a
lamp which fcemed to have buint for many ages. It
was known by the charateis on this urn that they were
confecrated'to the god Pluto ; and there were on them
Latin verfes which fhowed that Maximus Olibius had
been the author of tham.  Thofe then who fuy this art is
falfc, that the begiuning of it i a I, the middle of the
work mere fatigue, and the end beggary, have not faid
true themiches ; and yet one cannot accufe them as have

*ing not in fome fort {poke the tiuth.

I befeech the Sovaugn Crator of all things, from
whom alone we hold what we know, as bung the great
and wife architc of natme, that he would beftow on
thec the fcience of the learned Gebur, that thou mayeft
be as rich as Solomon ; but above all that he would grant
thee the fpirit of Aglaus, who was cver feen to hive con-
tent.

Paris; 20th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1642.

"X X1.—To MenemsT, an Eunuch Page to the Sultanefs.
T uie adventure which thou relatedt happened in the fe-

ragho, fhows that women are expofed to great accidants.
“Their condition is unkappy when they are handfome, but
more when they are homely and deformed. The fathers,
brethren, and hufbands, guard the former as Cerberus
guarded the gates of hell; and the others guard them-
fclves, and look on all things with eyes of envy and dif-
“content, which makes them empoifon every thing. But
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that \:'hich happens amongft us is very different from
what is in France, where women enjoy a liberty almoit
equal to that of men. Not but that we fee nozable ad-
ventures happen there ; witnefs the queen, who is mother
to a great king, now reigning, and yet livgs in exile, and
as a fugitive amongft ftrangers, through the credit of
Cardinal Richlicu, for whom fhe has not all the deference
he expeéted. And an ancient Jady (I may call her {o
now fhe docs not hear mc), told me fuch thiigs fome
days paft on this occafion,which I can {carce believe my-
{elf, did I not know thgm to be true from elfewhere.

I am farther told, that this cardinal, not having fuc-
ceeded in the defign he had of marrying his niece with a
prince of the blood, intended (if he could) to marry her
to the king’s brother: But there is no great likelihood
but o able a minifter muft fee into the mifchievous con-
fequences into which this promotion would bring him 3
for it would undoubtedly draw on him the hatred of all
the great people in the kingdom, and I would not BE
mentivned at Conftantinople for the author of all the
news.talked of at Paris.

But it is certain this prieft fent the chancellor, a vener-
able perfon, and by his office a man of great authority,,
to feize on this princefs’s papers, in hopes he might meet
with fome letter which might favour that defign, The
chancellor executed the order he had reccived, but found
nothing of what the cardinal pretended; fo that this
perfecution ferved only to manifeft this princefs’s vir-
tue, who lives in fuch a mapne®as may not only ferve
as an examplc to all queens, but all the women in the
world.

Some time after, this fame chancellor being come to
comphment the queeg onthe birth of \the dauphin, fhe
told him in a compofed manner, but very pleafantly, that

°3
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this Vit was :gery different from that fhe had received
fiom him about a year paft.

If perfons that ‘are feated in the hlgheﬂ: degrees be
not fecure from the bold attemps of thofe who are mﬁ-‘
mtely below them, and who are horn to ferve them 5
the beautifal Circaffian fhould comfort herfelf in the mlf-
fortune fhe had of being accufed.  If her i innocency bc

" well proved fhe will be the more pleafing to Ibrahxm,
~ and the £1lfe accufation laid againft her will be a new
cmrm to him ; ; whereas fhould fhe be found guilty, we

. muﬁ grant fhe deferves the moft dreadful punifhments for
Laving violated, if 1 may fo exprefs myfelf, the facred
m‘gbts of the feraglio.

Howcver, ‘the young Perfian was found dlfguxf:d’ m
% men’s apparcl in fome of the neighbouring ﬁables 5,
w& tho.ugh he ia the mxdﬂ: of the torments he fu
dlﬂf yith out coufeling an thmg, yét it cannot be cif

c;} mnocsnt, after fuci an at"EmPt‘

. thou, w:lt 1qform me what hashap.pc ed ﬁnce

iﬁ “'fa f qr, and i, what manuer the advgnture of thu

B n'ful ve fhall bc cndcd" L fhp.ﬂ be much troubfcd

l%r her if. ﬂ:c bei mnocent and canﬁot b,c whol,ly free fni?m
Fhdiihoie) ¥ R

sorpafiion for, ‘her if fhe prove uilty. o gt

P! eave not off writing to me ; and if it be pomble be not,

Qﬁq of loving me. ; {peak in, the prefence of qur ‘xyly

pf)ct, T love t'hce W:th the fame’ afle&ion as ever, and
L%are not nttcr an uatruth before lum

. Paris, 20th of thc sth Mgon, of the Year 1642.
0 N AT LR . . . ) ~

farw C o, L

“aadt ¢ XXILemTo the KAmACHAM.

o
r; 18 about fixtypyears fince Don Sd'.)aﬁian, King of Por-

tugal died in ric, by the hands of the Moors, and yet
his fubjeéts will believe him fill living.
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He Yarted from Lifbon in the year 1578, in the de-
fign of re-eftablifhing on his throne Muley Mehemet che;
riff of Afric, whom his uncle Muley Abdelemelech would
befeave of his kingdom ; but in effect, to endeavour at
the making himfelf malter of Barbary.

His army conlified of a thoufand fail, well farnifhed
with prov:ﬁons, few foldicrs, but a great many nobility.
This prince was not above five-and-twenty years of age
when he formed this enterprife : He was a ftrong bodlcd
man, of a moderate ftature, but well fet ; his hair was
yellow, his eyes great and full of fire; his courage was
not inferior to his ftrength, and he had no violent inclina-
tion to pleafurcs, which generally take men’s inds off
from gallant aétions ; he was temperate in all thmga, yet
very forward in undertakings, and always firm and im-
l?oveable in greateft dangers. He wasa great hufband
of b:s revenues ; employing them in his fubjects defence,
.or to the increafe of his own power. He was agreeable
to all thofe that waited on  him; and in the freeft con.
vcrfatlons he took care not to dxfobhge any one by, fharp
raﬂlcry or ' diftafteful faymgs, and fo merciful was he,
that he avoided all occaﬁons of condemmng his fubjedls
to'death, 'He paffionately loved war; but it is thought
thc expedmon into ‘Afrig, whereia he perithed, ame
from Spanifh counfels.

"15 Sebaftian was killed, fighting with an invincible
caitage. The Moors {ay, that his enemies were fa-
charmed with his comage, that his death drew tears from
their cyes.

He was forfaken by Lis own ; mortally wounded near
the right eyebrow; and picrced with darts in feveral
parts of his bady. He had no wound.in‘his head, be-
caufe he was armed ; but he had a gxcat onc in his arm,
which fecmed to come from a mt.fkct-’mllct. CItis faid

04
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he was buried in the field, near a Muor, without a{ny ce-
renieny, prayers, or company of his relations or {ubje@s.
nd this wds the end of this great king, who madeall
Afic at firlt to tremble.
Although the Moors rejoiced at the death of fo puif-
fant an enemy, yet his fricnds bewailed his mmsfortune.
The hingdom of Portugal cclebrated his funeral in a
magnificent manner, and the Kirg of Spain profiered fe-
veral thoufand crowns for s body, to bury him in a
wmanner aufwerable to the dignity of his birth and ment ;
and four kings have fince fupplicd his throne ; yet there
was found a man bold enough to maintain in the_face of
all Italy, that he was really DD, Sebaltian, King of Por-
tugal. He prefented himfelf at Venice, in an affembly
of the wifeft magifirates in Europe ; and he recited to
them the accidents of his life, the hiftory of his prede-
ceflors, the misfortuncs he met with in Afric, whence he
retired into Calabria. He did more ; for he ftripped
himfclf before this illuftrious affembly ; he fhowed them
feventeen marks on his body, which were acknowledged,
with aRonithment, by the Portuguefos themfelves, to be,
-at lealt, very like thofe which they knew their fovereign
had on his body ; and he alfo fhowed that he had one
hand greater than the other, and alip difproportionable in
the fame manner, which were the well known marks ifi
the perfon of Don Sebaftian. He talks of ambaffadors
which he fent to the republic ; he cites the anfwers he
had received ; and all he fays is found conformable ta ¢he
truth. He anfwers wit:out hefitation to all that is ob-
je&ed 5 which mokes feveral of the fenate believe him
to be really the king, end othess tuke him fer 2 witch.
But, in finc, this prince, right or wrong, is led away
" to prifon, at tha folicitation of thg Spanifh ambaffador,
where: having leﬁzg lain, he is fet,at liberty, under an
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obligation to leave the Venetian countries in three days
time.

Some Portuguefe, moved with compaffion, difguiled
him in a dervife’s habit, and conduéted him fecretly to
Florence, to tranfport him afterwards to Rome, but the
Great Duke of Tufcany caufed him to be apprehended,
and fent him to the viceroy of Naples. He pwefented him-
felf before him with his ufual confidence, and, furprifed
all that faw him and heard him fpeak ; and fecing the
viceroy uncovered, he faid to Him with great affurance
and gravity, ¢ Be covered, Count de Lemnos :” which
oblized this minifter to Mk him, « By what authority he
took on him this boldnefs ?” To which he anfwered,
“ That his authority was born with him, and that he
feigned not to know him ; and yet he ought to remem-
ber that King Philip his uncle had fent him twice to
him, and that the fivord which he then wore by his fide,
wag that which he then gave him.”

"The fentence which the viceroy gave of him was, that
he was an iinpoftor, who deferved to be fent to the gal-
leys, and fhould not long be from them ; and wherein, it
is faid,\he died fome time after.

Yet the Portuguefes have been perfuaded he was their
real king, and do ftill coutinue of that opinion, there
being nothing which is able to make them change it.
Some perfons in the world will have him to be a magi.-
cian, others an impoftor, and the molt ignorant will have
him,tp be a devil, or really the king himfelf.

Ths is not the firlk example ofghe holdnefs of an im-
poftor. Rome faw heretofore a man that had the auda-
cioufnels to publifh he was the real Pompey who was.
killed in Egypt by the cruelty of the young Ptolemy.
The Queen Artemifa found one Artemius, who had fo
great a refemblance with Antiochus her{hulband, whonr

o5
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fhe had cauféd to be murdered, that he was not “xnows
when he put himfelf into the bed of the ‘dead king;
preteuding to’be #his prince fick ; he, reeofitmended Ar:
temifa to his fubjeéts, and did {everal thingy in fvoursof
this princefs. Under the reign of Tiberius, was there
not occafion to be furprifed at the bold anfwer which a
flave made to this emperor ; who queftioning him, how
he made himfelf Agrippa, anfwered without hefitation,
% In the fame manner thou haft made thyfelf Cefar.”

The Don Sebaftian I Mentioned, has not been the only
one in the world ; there have been two others; one of
which departing out of the Ifle’ of Terceres, who had
great refemblance with this prince, went into Portugal,
where he faid he had miiaculoufly efcaped from the
‘battle he loft in Afric; that he faved himfelf in woods,
and 1eturned into his kingdom, to give peace to his peo-
ple, and deliver them from the tyranny of firangers;
but having becn convifted of impofture, he was put to
death.

It is faid, that another being come difguifed in the ha-
bit of a pilgrim, to Madrid itfclf, and having had a lonj
and fecret conference with King Philip IL (by whom it
is fufpe@ied he was known for this unhappy prince), was
by this king’s order faid to be poifoned in a banquet gi-

4 7€ him by Antonio Peres.

+ % fhall write feverdl things to the invincible vifier, -of
which I deferred to give him notice, becaufe I would be
" cértain of them, they being of importance ; and it would
“Have been great lightng[s in me to have written them on
“the firt reports {pread amorigh the people. )

Receive always with the fame goodnefs, the marks I
give theé of my obedience; fend me thy orders and coun-
fels, which, I pray him that has created all things, may

“§agood-and profitable-to'the eipiré of thofe precidus.



Book IV. A SPY AT PARISs. 323

ones, which he has enlightened with his truth ;;to the
end, they may arrive at the eternal glory and plealuyres pro-
mifed, as from his part, by his holy Prophet; and I alfo
pray him: te preferve thy life and authority.

" Pans, 24th of the 6:h Moon, of the Year 1642._

¢

13

XXIT.—Tn the Venerable Murr1, Prince of the Religion
of the Turks,

I i not known whether it be the recompenfe of a goad
wr bad aétion, which (ardinal Richlieu has fent with fo
great feerefy.  Thofe that give an ill mterpretatxon to
the beft things, fay it is not to be fuppofed there could
be fent in a dark night, a mule laden with gold to an
unknown perfon, but this mull denote fomething very
uktraordinary ; and thofc’ who pretend to know mgre
.than others, are fometines more ignorant than thofe who
prctcxlld to know nothing. For who can penetrate into
.what {o czafty a miniter docs,in the molt retired places
«f his clofet ? His a&tions are fo mylterious, that when
-he ldeks tewards the eall, his defigns lic a dire¢t cons
trary way, e deccives thofg who watch him moft nar-
rowly. I caunot inform thee then of any thing certaine
"The matter is vanoufly related ; but thus I think it was:
The gardinal caufed, fome days palt, to be loaded on a
mule, a gieat fum of money ; he ordered him to whom.
.w cnruﬂ‘.ed the condu@ of him, to go into a wood at
fuch an hour, telling him he ﬂm_gld find a man of fucha
Rature, fuch a coloured hair, and in fuch a habit, who
was to fay certain words to him ; whercupon he was to
deliver the mule with his lading into hi> cuftody, Itis
faid this perfon fopnd the party defcribed, who would
not reccive the prefedt, it being .not. the full fum agreed.
06 '
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upon ; that this being related to the cardinal, het fent
the fame perfon with the fupplement of what was want-
ing to the fum promifed, the night following, where
the unknown perfon received the full payment. If this
ftory be true, as it 1s affirmed here to be, this is an odd
kind of ‘way of making prefents or paying debts.

But thou mayeft be aflured, this is not the firft time the
cardinal has paid his creditors in this fort.

I Kave becn told for certain, that there being arrived
at Paris a ftranger ill clad, of {mall fatare, and without
any attendance, he made hum be paxd down immediately
upon his arrival fix hundred thoufand crowns, without
any body’s knowing what became of fo happy a creditor,
nor fiom what merit procceded fo high a recompenfe ;
though fome people affirm, that fo great a fum is fallen’
into the coffers of the Swedifh general. .

Receive clharitably the marks I give thee of my obe.
dience and defire which I have of giving thee fatisfa&tion,
and cntreat our great Prophet, that I may be worthy in
the other world to kifs thy fect, and be acknowledged
to be of the number of thofe for whom he has written *

his holy Alcoran. "
Paris, 251h of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1642.

v

XX1V.—70 Bereer MusTarua, Agaat Conflantinople.

T cannor tell whether thou haft knowledge of the ufe
of defiances which are mgide amongft the Chriftians when
they are diffatigfied or offended with one anothe-, which
they term afls of honour, or the marks of 4 gallant
fpirit,

* 'This cuftom of duels is become fo common in Italy,
204 efpecially in the kingdom of Napies, that the greateft
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affairs} as well as the fmalleft, are therein decided by the
fword ; and the gentry affirm this to be the beft way of
terminating their difputes and quarrels; which belonging
only to them, cannot be referred, nor fo well dctermined
by the grave and cool proceedings of courts ot juftice.

This invention of deciding thefe differences by aims,
cither with the {word or piftol alone, in a clofe or open
ficld, naked in tharr fhirts, fo that one has no treachery
to fear, is a way of drawing fatisfaction for the injmis
received, found out by men of great comage, who more
eftcem their honour than their ives.  The oflended per-
for fends a challenge to him from whom he has received
the injury ; this note of defiance is exprefled in choi¢e
and elegant words which invite and prefs the ofiender to
fight, in fuch a place, on horfeback or on foot, clothed,
or in their fhirts, fingle, or attended by an cqual number
of friends, wluch they call feconds, with fwvord and dag-
ger, or fivord alone, or piftol.  If the challenge be re-
ceived, he is cwvilly treated who brings it, and it may be,’
has rich prefents given hun.  But before they fight, the
encmies embrace as if they were reconciled 3 and then in
an inftant, following the inclinations of their hatred and
tevenge, they wound one another, they fpill each other’s
blood, and oftentimes their fouls go out furious, through
the wounds they have made.

Thofe that have the honour of dying in thefe combats
do oft refufe their lines, which a generous enemy would
give, them, beheving they cannot live without fhame,
fhould they recaive them from argenemy.

But the Roman church, as a note of the horror fhe
concceives at thefe comoats, {huts heaven’s doors againft
the fouls of thofe who leave this life without doing pe-
nance, denying burial to thofe who die in the field of
battle, o yicld them®only that which is granted in fome



316 1ETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. I.

parts of the Eaft Indies, to certain women who profti-
tute themfelves, whofe corps ave thrown a prey to the
bids of the field, and other animals who live on carsion.

It is not only in Italy people kill one another in fingle
combats ; it is the fame in France amongft the nobility,
whe manage thefe combats in a diffarent fort.  The beft
fitends tear one another on the fmalleft occalion, and they
prepare for a duel in fuch a manner, as will appear to
thee without doubt ridicclous.

Thefe encnies fup together the night before the com-
bat, and often lic together in the fame bed. The friends
which ferve as feconds do the fane; a.d when they are
spme to the place where they be to fight,’a friend is
farced, by the maxims of hounour, to cut his own throat
with the man’s he perhaps moft loves : Nothing happens
mare frequently in Paris than this kind of cembats ; and
they produce feveral adventures, of which I would give
thee an account, had not I a particular ftory to tell thee
on this fubjed. 1t 1s of a challenge of a Spamifh pringe,
fent to a king, whofe grown could not cxempt him from
a letter of dehiance. .
. »Thou haft, without doubt, heard of what has happen-
ed in Lifbon, where Don John de Braganza has becn ele@-
£d and proclaimed King of Portugal, as the true leir of
3he royal race.  Thou knoweft alfoy he drove.the Spa-
piards out of his kingdom. The Duke of Medina Sidonin,
a grandee of Spain, and this new king’s brother-indaw,
gould not hinder himfelf from being fufpeéted of having un-
derhand affifted this pringe to afcend the throne; whether
it be true, or an artifice gi' his encmies, God only knows :
But however, it is certain, that the Count Duke d'Oli-
varez, the King of Spain’s chief minifter, fent an order

*t§ him to appear at court, to jultify him{elf from this fuf-
picion ; he thought to clear himfclf perfe@ly from the.
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jealosfies of the Catholic King, by fending a challenge to
Don John of Braganza to oblige him to fight with hum;
which letter of defiance was conceived in thefe terms :

“ D. Gafpar Alonzo Peres Gufman the Good, Duke
of the town of Medina Sidonia, maiquis, cougt, and lord
of the town of St. Lucar of Barameda, capiamn general
of the occan, and gentleman of his Catholic Majelly’s
chamber: I fay, that John of Braganza, who was never
but a duke, calls himfelf King of Portugal; that his
tieafon, known to all the world, is deteltable, and iu abo-
mination, for having throvin a ftain on the faithful houfe
of Gufman, which hafneva failed in any duty to her fo-
vereign; and for this reafon 1 defy and challenge to a fingle
combat, body to body, with fcconds or without feconds,
this Don Johu, heretofore Duke of Braganza, Jcaving ali
this to his choice, as alfo the arms or weapons, and place
of combat. Written near Valencia d’Alcantara, where
I thall expce@t fowmfcore days news of him ; and the laft
twenty days I fhall tranfport myfelf into the place he
thall appoint, accompanied, or alone, with fuch arms as
he fhall prefcribe.

¢ Not only the tyrant of Portugal fhall be advertifed
of my challenge, but all Europe and the whole world:
I pretend to make known in this combat the infamoud
action of Don John ; and in cafe he does not aceept of
this defiance, and fails in the duty of one who is born a
gentleman, I defire this Ling, who is only a phantafm,
may perifh in fome fort or other: 1 promile to give my
town of St. Lucar, the princirgl feat of the Duke of
Medina, to him that thall kill lum.

¢ In the mean time, I entreat my lord, the King of
Spain, to give me no command in his armics, but to
grant I may only ferve him as a voluntger, with a thou-*
fand horfe, which Iwill maintain at my. own charge, tilt
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that ferving him in this mapner I may help to recover
the kingdom of Portugal, and may bring along with
me, and colt at his Majelly’s fect, the Duke of Bra-
ganza, if he will not fight with me in the manner I pro-
pofed.”

If thou fhowelt this letter of defiance to the jiniza-
ries, that railitia, which is ternble to all nations, whom
ncthing can refift, when they execute the Grand Signi-
or’s oiders, they will tell thee what fuch a challenge re-
quires fion men of courege, and explin to thee the
laws which people of valour prefeiibe to themlelves. For
my part, who am ignorant of theé art of war, and the
maxins of fuch as make profeflion of arms, I fhall not
make any judgment hereupon, only take the liberty to
atk of thee, if the King of Poitugal accepted the com-
bat and killed the Duke of Medina, which of the two
would have becn declared infamous? Whether there be
any certainty in the decifions made by arms 2 I am wil-
ling to think jufticc is on the fide of the conqueror; but
if, on the contrary, the event of the duel be uncertain,
T take 1t to be a foolifh thing for the duke to expofe
himfelf, and thus affront the king his brother-in-law.* In
fhort the duke’s prudence is not to be admired on this
occafion ; and Braganza has had the advantage on his
fide, feeing he has fhowed by his conduét, that heis cf-

" fe@ually King of Portugal.

I cannot but call thefe Chriftians fools who fuffer fuch
cuftoms amongft them, and yet adore a Meflias, who isa
God of Peace; and who call us Barbanans, when tiwy
are the only people that fach us, and all other nations,
the art of fingle combats, which is the moft pernicious
cuftom that can be introduced amonglt men, who cut
one another’s throats oftentimes on flight occafions, and

begome prodigals of that treafure with which the Im.
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mortahlies entiafled them.  Netler can I uny more ap-
rove of hings and pinces of the fame belef making
war with one another, as we fee every day amongil thofe
who profefs the Chriltian religion 5 which™yct, as far as
I can find, fearccly permits oy wars, but {uch as we de-
fenfisve, -
Pardon this tedious letter, cxcufe my conjetuies in
it, and honour me with thy commands, which will be
tefpecled by me as fo many obligations.

Pars, 25th of the 6th Noen, of the Year 1642,

% et

XXV.—T0 the Invincidle Visier Azem, at Conflantinople.

Wk hear of nothing now-a-days but wars and con-
fpiracies, feditions, treafons, infidelities, and revolutions
of ftate ; and it is in the kingdoms of Vice wherein thefe
plagues of Heaven make thefe diforders, I mean in the
Chriftians countries. Infidelity reigns amongil the people
of Catalonia, England and Portugal; the revolutions
which have happened in Barcelona have no example ;
the defiance or the challenge of a fubje& to a king, as is
that ot the Duke of Sidonia to the King of Portugal,
as his brother-in-law and his enemy, does equally furprife
all the world. W¢é bave rcafon to think that God is
angry with the Chriftians, when we confider Flanders,
Gemany, Itdly, and the frontiers of Spain, peftered
v &Y, wars which they make ore njainft another. The
amofity of moit of the groa: " ople of Thauce againft
the cardinal favourite, induces thum to by plots againft
his if. 5 whnee we may e, that great places are good
for noth ug but to expote men to great dangers. The
latt confpiracy difcovercd agalt the bfe,of Don John IV.®
of Poitagad!, raifed % the throve by the nobiliy, and
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betrayed by the fame nobility, not by the whale hody of
them, but by a fmall number of thofe who had taken an,-
oath of fidelity to him as well as the refl, does plainly
fhow, that there is nothing in this world whereon a man
may rely with any certainty, and that here are many
people who undértake juflt a&tions by the motions of an
unjuft and twbulent {pirit, which cannot {uffer things to
remain fong in a quict ftate, and afpire continually after
change, and to whom every thing is good that is new.
I fhail relate to thee in few words this lalt event. Thou
haft been informed of the others by the letters I have
written to thee (invincible Genefal of the Ottoman ar-
mies, and fteward of the emperor’s laws, who is fovereign
of fovereigns), and by thofe which the Kaimacham and
the Bafla’s have reccived from me, who are obliged to

"give thee an account of whatever comes to their know.

ledge.

Several of the great ones in Portugal,and amongft them
fome of the new king’s kindred, hatched a conlpiracy a-
gainft him, and refolved to put the kingdom again into the
Spaniards hands, and entirely ruin the family of Bragan.
za. The principal author of this confpiracy was on
Sebaltian de Mattos, Archbifhop of Brague, the Count
Dulke d'Olivarez’s creature, to whom he owed his for-
tune. The chiefs who confpired with this feditious
prieft, were the Marquis de Ville Reale, and the Count
d’Armamar. Thefe two men, of great birth and credit,
foon drew feveral others juto their party, fome by the
hope of recompeufes, and others through wearinefs of
oheying their néw foverfign, or weary with the new form
of ftate, which they thought might change to their ad-
vantage. They long held a fieret intelligence with the

Catliclic King’s council, who promifed them all poffible
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affiftark e for the exceution of their defigr, and after that
\‘nﬁmte recompenfes.

This confpiracy was to produce a dreadful tragedy,
v herein all the blood of the royal houfe and family of
Diagenza was to be fpult.  "T'he king was to be the firft
vichm, with his children aod the queen his wife, D.
Duaite alfo was to be put to death, who was kept clofe
prifoner in the calde of Milan. A domeflic, affeétionate
to lis mafler, and who was attentive to what paft, deli-
vered the king and family of Draganza out of this dan-
ger. He was ordinadly cmployed in fecict intigues,
and made frequent cowfvs into Spain, to difcover the
deﬁgm of the Court of Madrid. He met by chancg in
an ian, a man who feemed of a mean condition, born in
thc kmgt.om of Bohemia, with whom having entered in-
to a flrict friendfhip, as it happens ufually among travel-
lers, he came to difcover he was ofien dxfpatchgd by the
Cathohc kmg 8 prmcxpal minifler on aflairs of great
wewﬁt ; and that he expe€ied in a thort time to raife his
fortunc to a confiderable pitch, being entrulted with
pac‘kr,ta of letters contammg things of the higheft im-
portance to the ftate. The crafty Portuguefe foon dif-
cerning he might get >ut fecrets of great concernment
from. this 1mpmdcnt man, for the good of his mafter, re-
folved to kill him in a defart placc, where they were to
pals; which he did, b:mng et made bim drunk with

- Brong wine.  As foon as he had done his work, he ftript

Lint,%ard found letters and iofliufions to the confpira-
tors, which he fpeedily carried to Don John, who there-
by difcovercd the whole confpiracy.

. Otheis fay, that D. Alplonfo of Pertugal, Count de
Veimifla (laving been fulicited by the Archbifhop of
Brague, who thonght, he could eafily brihg him into the

confpiracy, being difcontented at the kiny for taking a™

2
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way from him a great office), went to his fovereigh, and
freely difcovered to him the confpiiacy which had beer
made, to deprive him both of his crown and life. And,
it is added, that this Count appeared fince one of the
hotteft of the accomplices, till the very inftant wherein
they were to exccute their projeét ; at which time they
were apprehended and punithed as they deferved.

Others fay, the Dukc of Medina Sidoniy, the king’s
biother.in-law, who appcared to the accomplices to be
of the plot, gave notice of it to the king his brother.
In fine, the confpirators were exgcuted in feveral places
after different manners, where the people affembled, de-
tcfting their cume, fhowing great fatisfattion in their
deaths, and bleft Heaven for preferving their fovereign,

They were apprehended one day, wherein the king
declared he would appear in public ; ang all the nobility
being met, he caufed the guilty to be called one after
another, who were ull made prifoners without any dif-
turbance. In the mean time, as many troops as were
near Lifbon were in arms ; and the people alfo took arms
to defend their prince, if need required. The inqujfitor-
gencral was treated as guilty, for knowing of the éom.™
fpiracy and not difcovering it. The great treafurer,
Lawrence Pides, who kept the keys of the firft court of
the palace, was to enter in the night with an hundred
men well armed, and begin the tragedy.  The naval ar-
my which 1ode at anchor in the port of Beleem, was to
be burnt ; and there were them in cach veflel, whoewere
to fet them on fire. Tiie four corners of the city were
alfo to be fired, to the end that the people, the fuldiers
and gnards of the palace, being bufied in putiing 1t out,
nothing might hinder the execution of their defign ; and
thegood archbithop was in the megn time to appear in

+publig, bearing ubout in his haud th they call the ho'y
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facramant, crying with a loud voice, ¢ Let the law of
Tefus fourifh, and that of Mofes dic and come to an
end.”

The Marquis de Ville Reale, and the Duke de Camine
his fon, ncar of kin to the king, have loft their heads on
a fcaffold, with the Count d’Armamar and Don Augu-
{tin Manuel ; and the people beheld therr death without
any compaffion, only fhowed fome regret at the lofe of
the young Duke of Camine, who pafling before the bo-
dy of his father all bloody, threw himfelf on the ground
to kifs his fect, afking him a thoufand times pardon,
though he was the aufhor of this misfortunc. There
were others who fuffeied a more ignominious death, who
were not only hangcd but quartered, and thofe parts of
their bodies fet up in feveral places fur an example, and
to put the people in mind that fuch attempts fcldom
efcape unpunifhed.

As to the Archbithop of Brague, and other ecclefi-
aftics his accomplices, they are kept with great care in
prifons, in expefation of commiflioners from Rome,
without which prelate’s confent they can do nothing far-
ther to them. The king wore mourning four hours for
the Marquis de Ville Reale, and the Duke de Camine
his fon, according to the cuftom of the Chriftians, who
are wont to apparel themfelves in black for the death of
their kindred, to denote the forrow they concive at their
lofs ; and this cercmony is termed mourning, which
fometimes lafts a whole year. 1 will write to thee the
particulars of what may happen in the war which is now
carrying on between the Spaniaras and Portugucefes, who
perceive already on their frontiers Caftilian troops ; and
fhall not be wanting in any thing which may ma:k my
zeal and exadinefs. 3
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An happy flave will Mahmut think himfclf ifshe car
acccptabl& ferve the inviucible vifier, by whom the grey
empetor of the faithful difcovers his will to all the people
of the univerfe, whom God has created to obey him.

Paris, 25th of Jie 6th Moon, of the Year 1642.
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