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Chapter T
MY CHILDHCOD

THE NEW AUTUMN SEEMED EVEN HOTTER
tian the summer, Though it was night, and a littls breeze
Blew in from the paper windew, I was swéating all through
as my grandmother held me to her besom, That day my
mother had beaten me with a léather strap, My skin was
my facc was pitilully white in the silver

moontight,
Suddenly 1 shivered #nd cried out,

“My Procions,” said Grandmother, as she tenderly
patted me, “don’t cry again, If you waken Mother she
will beat you again.?

“I am not afraid of being beaten, Why doesu’t she

beat me to derthy” 1 spoke loudly, as if Lwinted Mother
to Ymow; and in the next room Mothnr b rd and was
angry, but did not speik,

“Precious, don't be.naughty after this” s5 nj Grandmother,
“Because of you, your mother went thxrug’h much torture,
Remember -when you got a pedny in your throat, zud you
could not get it out or swallew it'down, and for t'e whole
day you were like a dead child, with your eyes turned white
and s:liva running out of your mouth, Your mcther was so
frightenad that she weaf twenty miles up the monntain to
call a doctor, She spoke like an insane person : nd kneeled
down snl said, ‘If anyone can save my child, I'will give
kim my kile if he wants it Then, when you swallowed the
copper down, she was afraid thet it would suck your blocd,
and that you might not live, So she sent men ' specially:
to Paocling to buy ten pounds of tseku herbs and every
éay she looked through your waste to ses if the pemny
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had come cut, Ancther time, hecause you wontel to phy
witha pigeen’s nest, you fell down from the rocfi your
face was twf, your whale body was iey. cold; vou
lost all consciousness, Tears ran down froni your mother’s
eyes, and sha hurried to get a doctor, Then, knecling befcre
the Buddha, she prnyed “Spirit if my Phoenix Precicus
has any bad luck, give it to me 1 will go through it for
her, but give her kealth, happiness, and let me hove all
her-bad luckl’ These things you must sbill remember,”

1 stopped crying and quistly listened to Grandmother
telling her stories about ms,

“Ohy My heart @nd liver)” she sighed, and went on
agam, “You are much too naughtys T dm’t know where
you came from, Even in" the: first month your mother
conceived. you, no-matter what she ate, she thiew it «ll
up again, Even a mouthful of water and « pea she had fo
throw. up, Every. day she had & headachie and & stom: chrche,
When- she reached the issﬂvuim three meonths she sufiered
until she almost waited.to commit suicide, But she thought
of the sons and daughter she had to care for, and changed
hee mind,

*Then came the cntlcal time when you were going to
enter the world, Two days before, she suid that she had a
stomzchache; she could not get up and did not want fo eut,
not even to take water She rolied on her bed in prin for
two whole days, Your head suddenly came out, and T thought
your birth wss to be soom, T hod a bellyfu) of hope, - nd 1
waited anxiously, But aiter a day aud a night, thef little
huiry head was still in t 1o place, Your mother's encrgy
was giviag out, Your father was nct 4t hom?, and 1 watched
her alone and did mot dare fo mcve away for one instant
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But {here seemed nobhing to do about it, ~ After a long
“truggle, T told Sixth Grand-Auntie to call a midwile, - Ab,
talking «bout a midwife rsally makes people argryl Yeue
mother had given birth to four children before, and never
needed a midwife, Every time it was over inan hour, -But
who would have thought that this time sffer a day and
a nigat, you would not coms out? The midwife came to
look and shook her head and said: :

“Thers is no hope. You had bztter prepare the la it rites”

“She could say a thing like that] -Sixth Gr .nd-Auntie
urged the midwile to get the child out and cried, ‘Anyway,
you must save the mother, even if you have to sacrifice
the child?

“I was so worried that 1 didn’t know whet to do, But
your mother had -more presence of mind and she mumbled
half weeping, ‘Mcther’ hurry £5 the Holy Ruler of the Scuth
Seeréd Mountiin and burn incenset I &.boy comes, then
when he-is sixtsen, he will go. and burn. ingense to give
nks, 1f itis a gisl, when she_is twenty 1 will take her
myself and burn incenss *

#Sq 1 lisgened to her, and went and knelt beiore the
god and promised to bura ‘Blood Basin lncense’ in thanks
for answer to tie prayes, And so at dawn you came out
with acry, Your voice was so big that you woke the whole
courtyard, Your eycs were as bright as two linterns, The
eyeballs turned vory quickly, and your hands and feet never
<topped moving, Sixta Grand-Auctie sighed and said, ‘Pity
it is a girl, If it were a boy, surely he would be a_ high
official,  Look at those lovely eyesl’

“iBoys and girls are the same’ your mother said

vary much sunoyed, BREET R
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“So you nwust mew that yvour mother loves you,
even though she went through a lot of suffering for you,
Precious,from row on, you must think of yeur mother's
sulferings and her lovel”

Grandma thought I was asleep, but 1 was siill wide
awake, listening guietly, T my mind, 1 acted cut Mother’
s giving birth to me, But at the same fime 1 carved
deeply the mémery of Mother's beating me for ~the first
time with a leather stiap, I suspécted that what Grand
mother had fold as Sixth GrandAuntie’s remarks wers
really her ows, but because I doved her se much, i did
not say so to her,

MY FAMILY ©

Father was the only,
bom a poor hn-er
her wedding with my ”diuth.p ‘ﬂ(q mother’s family
was poor,” she said, “bat when I came to your femily
it wes even m&.?ﬁdﬂ& - was Fhere morice to eat
we could not even find fwo hsrlib." g

When 1 heard of this, 1 would ask ha, “How could
that be?”

“Let me tell you slowly, Your grandfather hsd fra
brothers, Grandiather was number ~two, ~When | Greatgra
ndfather was dying, he left to each of them tea pounds
of rice, a stoel, and 4 bowl, That wes all' his propert’,
Your grandfather got jast ons bawl, like the | otiters. So,
when I came, what was there to do3”

“Buy onother oms!”

“Yes, 1 did, For your grandfatder was an- houest
and hardworking farmer, so that whenever he worked for
others, the master always treated him well, He éuned
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“So you nwust -kmew thet your mother loves you,
oven though she went through a lof of suffering for you,
Precious,from now ou, you must think of yeur mother’s
sulferings and her lovei”

Grandma thought T was asleep, but 1 was skill wide
awake, listening guietly, Twmy mind, I acted cut Mother’
s giving birth to me, But at the same time 1 carved
deeply the mémery of ‘Mother's beating me for = the first
time with a leather stcap, I suspected that whaé Grand
motior had told as Sixth GrandAuntie’s remarks were
really her owa, but ‘becauss I loved  her so much, | did
not say so te her, -

MY FAMILY f

Father was the only son of Gs;n'lmther He was
bom a poor farmer, Grandmether effen told us
her wedding with my mrendather. My mother’s family
was poor,? she said, “but whea I came fo yowr femile
it wes even poorer, Nob enly ‘was there norice to eaf
we could not even find two !@ub_"

When T hoard ‘of this I would ask b, “How covld
that be?” P

“fet ma tell you slowly, Your grandfather had five
brothers, Grandiathier was pumber two, Wi/ Greatara
ndfabher was dyng, he b[t\tu each of them ten pounds
of rice, a stool, and a bowl, That wes all his properf'.
Your grandfother got just ons bowl, like the others. So,
when I came, what was there to doz”

“Buy cnother ome!”

“Yes, T did, For your grandfatder, was an honest
and hardworking fariier, so that whenever he worked for
cthers, the waster always treatsd him well, He érmed
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money, and not only could he buy bowls, but he coulb
save money evory year, When he married me, I' washed
clothes for peopla every day, I did hard work and earned
« little rice too, and gradually we were able t buy a
st of farming tools, And borrewing a little from otliers,
we bought a cow, Then we rénted a few aeres of land,
OBy T:lking about farming, I remember how your futher,
when ho was only seven or eight, liked to study so ‘much,
Every day when he went to watch the cow, he quictly took
& book and hid it M his jacket, When he got the meadow
he would sit do%a and read, He did not cz1re at 2ll where
the cow went, or whether it ate other ‘people’s whe t and
vegetables, Once he lost the cow and was so scared that
he did not return the 'heh dayp,nnd cried his eyes onf,
The ext day a neighbor found him, Your grandfuther asked
why he was so careless, and he mdhﬂu\t he was rr'dmg
anl had forgotten, From then on yeur grandf:ther knew
that he was not o uowb«d. He ‘wae born a bookworm, If
he would work lurd, by and byﬁmndktﬁer wou.kl send
him to tuke the imperial ex:minations,’ -~ . o
“When your father heard this he was mad with ]o)!
He studied day and mght when at night there 'w:s no
moonlight, he would read under & - lighted - pine. branch,
Sometimes the branch even burned his fingers before he
kmew it Tn 1891 he went to take the provinciel
examinztien, As he had mo clothing, he weore my old dress
inside, and [ made him a new one to wear cutside, Your
er earried his baggage so that the people ‘st
ok your grandfather for a servant and did not
attend upon him, When your fzther became a candid:te
for the second degree, no one knew thek this biggage Crrrier
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was his father)”” Grandmother laughed loudly,
Mother had mo brothers. _a.p'd only two sisters, Her wl

was very g nnd s'he wés a-woman afraid of nothm(.
Sha ruled thc hmly :

ud ~valped. it more-than her owa Jife; Buk whether at homs
orin society, she was  always i m the i position of ruling othe
Oid and young, all listaned to her, ond the villizs mﬁsg
prgperty was pub in. hug-.hmusm shewas  hoasst: «nd
rublic-spirited, In the village guvc.mment they neeled her
@vdn more] 1€ scmef&ﬁ:f ‘happsned, Sind the vlings cmmcﬁ
could not decide, thie aj,um,_ 3

a few words from h},z th m*“‘wum be: sottle

Bl Shaiwas bmﬁ"wit‘hm
caprble, charagber, ‘Who. wmﬂdapt
shé was net mﬂy the di

s_l;wm W lpd G to and oh"y her nrdeb Ouc
Fidor Brbbis Bk his wifa todise separately. a6 Yivang,
five hundred 1i away, without letbing: Mobhier Fhgol
he[nn:ixu:'-lw %e i edmtg]y ordered him fo,  come_ba
and pynished i mfl.mg"ium Yzl down
ground with a big foot-basia full of water on_h
If he moved a little, the basin would ) &l 745 "
would best him on his bottom, Only aiter many peaph
Bad-intercpded;7did -she taie the busin away, !
Ounce because Seco1d Brother \vuL_J. o uvomq bﬂ

Sy ok
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wife, an old-type woman with small feef, Mother bangad
on the table and scolded loudly, *You who have studiid
for so long, come home to do such a shameless, imcral
thingt Don’t you want to leave your ancestors some facep
1 you want to diverce her, kill me first! But while I.am
still living, T will not allow this kind of disgrace to happen
to our family,” Second Brother knew that Mother’s will
was toorstrong; and that if he'divorced his wife; he would
is nfother’s life, So he endured it until he spat
blood and died, Second Brother remained lonely till his
last days,

As for my elder sntar she was gent ler than a lamb,
In the presenca of Mother she dared mot even talk loud,
At eighteen she married a man named ‘Liang and was
cruetly treated by Hof Husband and her parents-in-law,
Nevertheless, she plways rctusned Home saying how well
her husband treated her, knowing | that if _she didwt sav
so, Mother would séold her for nct kmw:mg how to
serve her hu.sbmd Many trmesl found her crying in  the
privy, or waking at mgl\t.m teors #m the middle of
drex

Third Brother also obeyed his - parents, it he' was

a stronger character than Second Brother, He, - toos

~ sometimes quarrcled with Mother, but if he wanted to
do something he had a way of appealing to his parents®
hearts until they consented.

As for me, it is a shame, for I was a completely
rebellious child, o
GOLDEN YEARS »

“I was Mother’s last child, Sister was ten years older
then 1, When I was just eight she was- married, Two
—15
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of my thres brothers followed - Fither to the ‘town to
study, Elder Brother was already a sdhiodl teaeher. They
returned ‘twice @ Tyesr, andthe, winter and jsummer
vacations were: the fime for our fami a.theqn%s, Every
winter Mcther p\fpared dry fish and smol d meats nd
awaited their return, I eﬁ\iﬁ vary “much "their: vns:bs,
for they were treated like guests, Every time she recewed
lottors from Father ani my biothers saying whgh Phey:
would return; - Mother wauld be. so. glqd t)@t she would
pass one or two sleepless nights,

She would ‘cook theleal;put 2 new dress:on;me, 2nd
would say, “Dear, don’t dirty that When Father
returns, he is going fo buy you some, our brobhers
are going to bring( you toys?? @ 1

From the town to our, _home was a d|stance of nincty
Ii, They had to' climb’ “over: twc‘h!gh»h;lls TFethet réde in
a sedan chair and hired a luggoge man, Second and Third
Brothers always wore short frovsers and sbraw sancals

3 ng like the boys carrying coalifrom the mines,

hind a.d 'stond «t the door and wal
the gray and clondy 8ky, We saw. farjaway & sedan chair
coming,

“Dirling, ‘Fath+r his refurned™ Mother -would crv,
and go in to pepare water to make tea, I and my mt.e
black dog would :-ce h 1f li to welcom= them,

“Eather, where 'are the ‘candies?® T would cry,

With both hands, T would hug Father’s neck tightly,
like a monkey climbing a a tree, The little black dog would
Wag its tail and jump on Father, ‘Second Brether: olten
used & stick on him, but Father would say immeristely,

e
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“Den’t beat him, don’t beat him! He is coming to welcome
us, like Precious,” Dven the bgage man would laugh,
Only I held my mouth and
Father comparing s to & 1ittle & X
At night under the long flame of an oil lamip, Jatw
taught. my brothers: artient’ Chifisse!” and| t-ught me to
sing the poems, while Mother and Sistersiv-law | spun, . se:
that Father’s tunes and the singing «* the poems often kept
in 1"yt m with tle so.nd of the spinning wheel, anw‘
an intoxiating m usic,
The le Who Picked Féa Leaves
> 1 wuukl not, obey ordeﬁ and did not it at
t me :Lcordmg to the But. playad ‘outside the whole
duy, Mother gdve me-a hmr«ﬁ&i t5 o, Every day ulter
breakfast 1 had. to go, out and .?phtw leaves,
" From my ‘home to the tea gxrdeg: tho distance was
more th'n two li, My lunch was put i bqsl.et d
someone carried it to jme, Besides my gzgteg—m-la\_\; and
myseit- there were many cther gi l.~, and ve did not come
home till sundown,
T had no experience in md,mb £ G R
ruined the branches, Sister-inlaw would be'so worried that
she would -say, “¥ou|hdd better go and;catch buttesllies,
and not go on brenking the t‘a branches,_ If Mother krew,
she would scold you agaii:"” R s w
“No, I will go on, Did you know how to pick them
vihen you were, bon -or-did :you have to learn, teo:” -
She was a poor talker »nd olten did not know how
to answer me, so usually she kept quiet,
1t would be more appropriste if 1icailed . it picking
flowers rather than picking tes, Every day on my .return

— g
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1 had a smull Lasketful of flowers, Going aver the stone
bridge, obout fitby fest long, 1 would *dew- Ehe; laers:
down to the water and lef the stfeam coer+ them fo Tungting
lez with the bidding:

T Dugy floliets, hiowt o tolthe patice ¢ the Diagon King,
His_beautiful ; psnoes§ is p;e mg jo hey 3wedcl
The Spmmng vl SHLr 25 /'- }

£ The avbamn® wind - camried -withi} i the fragrance
eassias, The moen wa. shmmg in the clear sky, the strs
were twinkling nedr the Horizow, m&“éiiﬁcn—were Schodt
with their own:shadows: in the yardsegs playing. hice - I“ﬁ
seek, But I, a little exghbym-ﬂd girl, bad already pegun
a grown-up’s work,. S o
Pesides my sister-in-la: ST A g the
moon-light, there were two.distunt patermai. mimts: andra
meighbor girl named Chken,
li.very glrl.who grow up.in lage, when she reached
thz age of seven or eight; hﬂdnt: Bota Zht tosp n cotton
and do linex and needle Work, Phé podr werked for othersy
and the wages were fwenty coppers for each catty, Atthe
quickest, one ¢ould spin four cunces a dxj', ile the average
was two or three ounces, and the wages abaut t‘xrec or
1. was wonkmg for mysek and thu e{crc h.ql no_seb,
hmxt Mcther said, “If you can spin !ai and if our OWn
cotton isn’t enougd for yor, we can’/gd E@nd-buy scme it
Nantien””
v = %L dontt- hku to spin and weave, I .cin't use so much
cloth,” I said,
“It is not for you now, but for your trens
will moke up your mind t weave and
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of clothing to carry to your future mother-in-law’s home,
—h w,_proud we shall bat” >
The First Cry of pain 5 hiE
Mother heard outside much gossip about - me, saying
thit I wes so big and had not yet- bound my feet, and
that in future surely no motherinlaw would want me,
Besides, T was stiil often with the boys, making clay Buddhas
~and th-swing stones,. I even organized a group of the village
- children to play at being soldiers with myselt as the
“commander;” which was most. improper jor a girl. The
gossips said thaf, according to ancient rules, boys and girls
after four years old should not eat.atthe samne fable,and
that Mother,” béing an educated™ woman i gught” to know
this rule, \ '
_ When Mother was moking me a little pair of pointed
ved shoes, ¢ Before the incense container of the God-
déss-of Mercy, I did not tadsrstand’ what she was
trying to do, 3 i o v
“Précious,” she said, “foday I am géing t> bind your
feet, Come and worship the Goddess of Mercy, and she
will grent’ you a'pairof very small fot, like the Spirit
herself,”
Mother tock an incense stick in her hand and lighted
it and burned paper money, and' waited for me fto kneel
down, :

1 watched her from across"the room and dared nob
approach, Two big tears suddenly rolled down fy face, and
my heart began to feel the taste of fear and puin. T said,
“Mother, T don’t want to have my feet bound”

“Come quick, come quickt The Buddha' ‘will “protect
you,” she said, and came over and seizing me made ma
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kneel down,’

“Mother, binding feet is too prinful, T shan’t b: abla
to walk, Don’t do this to me,” 1 bagged her with teau
of tear, =

“Binding your fect is out cf love for n-t binding
them would be renlly doing you harm. You must think,
how can a big-foot maiden. be married off;”

#¥She had taken o mouthful of holy water and sprayed
rt on.my fect, and Was already putting red a
my toﬁ 1 roared with pa..m ~Mother, I can’t stand 1tl Id
rather not marry han hava bound festy” o

“Such a littls  thingt” she- Sld “1 hyven’t bagun yet,®
and you are alveady crying bout pain, S 1 shall bind
taem all the tighter”” =
Aftor that ¥-could:only. sit” mda uh! fireplace and
the -House, T was like, one_
—fv Nn longar cuu‘d 1

Fiap R b

Oarithe  birthday-of tis . Fmeuswm whils [T was
asloep Mother drilled®a hsle“in each of my eirs, T woke
in prin from my dream, but she had already pub two red
silk threads through them,

“Good! Now I have done two of yeur: three big
affairs,” Mother said hapoily, Her idea of the tiree /big
affeirs for a girl were:

1, Binding the feet,
2, Driliing the eats,
3. Marrying off, -
1 answe{egiz ang:.i:ly»nnd gatl,'*. grent_ scodhg agrin
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Chapter' I
SCHOOL LIFE

OUR VILLAGE WAS AS_YET, UNTOUCHED BY
mniem influences, The placaswas surrounded by mount'\ms,
and trave! was hard, From the Tsekiang valley a little
river ran endless'y tha yerr rousd,'miking & sweet gurgling
music, When spring icame, we.cculd see throngh the windows
bige-sky, . gree m;untnips, lovely flowers, and bixds circling
in the sky, This village between mountdins and clear water.
made one feel dazzled as in a fairy -

There lived here more thax two hundred farmhes Most
of the men, besides workirg the ficlds, dug coal, for this
i Chinu’s coal disbrict,dnd its mines are. famous,

The miners pissed their lives in.coal dust, working day
and night on all fours; Not oaly their skin, bheir nostrils,
the insides of their eais \Vere‘hbhﬂkun'ed bt even their
spittle was black, so_that t.h; scholar class looked down
upon them and calic+them “black bellies?

The Nearsighted Teacher

’\’l:eu 1 was: five I began:to Ienm characters, Fathar
was an old-fashionad scholar, and he wrobe more than thirty
kinds of beoks, Every summer and winter vacation when
he retuned from the school he feught me poems, although
T'did not know many of the words, much less the meaning
of the linss, I only learned to sing them with Father, just
as 1 learned nursery. rhymes with Grandmother,

When [ was eight, 1T had memorized half of the Poems
of Girl Poets at Suiyuan and Three Fandred Tang poems,
1 learned more and more etery day, Mother trught ms stories
of heroines and the Girls’ Classics, a book on girls’ ancient
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traditions, and things of that kind, Strange to say, I did
not know why I was uninterested ‘every time Mother
taught me these, I did not like such books,

I began to beg Mother to send me to a private school,
She always said that gifls shewli not go to school, It was
enough to know a few words, to understand stories of
chaste women who defended their honor with their lives, to
know how to keep accounts and to be able to rend deeds and
contracts, She wanted me to be a good hiusewife, But
when I was ten, after repeated begging, she allowed me
to go to a private school,

The teacher wis very nearsighted; in :lass he glied
his face to the book, When the print was smll, like the
Analects and Mencius, he just sqiashed his nose against
the book. The trouble about this was that every pupils
book was smeared by ‘his mucus and’ suliva, Sof
when he realizad this himsef, he wipad the puge with his
sleeve and said he was sorry. But no pupil cowd excuse
him for this and we nicknamed him, “The Dirty Biindn'm,”

His bed was in our classreom, a bed of black quiits
that was never seen made up or changed, The smeil of it
often made one quite sick to the stomach, As for the
smell from his body, we dared only to' say behind his
back that he had never taken a bath in his whole life, In
bis presence we weore afraid and did not say a word,

I disliked the teacher more than anyone else, beczuse
as a girl T liked cleanliness more than the boys did, My
.wh'l‘: theirs
were, often smeared With ink. M 1y clezn,
but after the teacher corscted ther s red ink,
nine times out of fen fhere was szliva and mucus ca them,

books were wiapped nicely in white poper,

g
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Once 1 dared to ask him, “Te'\cher won‘t you kindly
wipe your nose before you teach mep”

“Whatp What are you saying?” he roared, which
frightened me so that 1 fell off my stocl, and all my
classmates laffghed «t me, et S
The Suicide that Failed Skl =

In the winter Mother roceived & letter from Elder
Brother, and in it thero were a few sentences concerning
me: “My sister Phoenix has quite rare ability, worthy of
a good education. Next Spring we should send her fo
Tatuhig Girls’ Schiool, and prépars for “her to go to the
Girls' Normal School iw"the “future, Nowadays girls are
beginning to go wut, and there are schools all around, Our
family was always one of scholars, I hope Mother will nct
object just because she isa girl”

For this I was very grateful to Elder Brotier and I
really did not understand ot thit time why he wus so
kind, My fature looked bright and hopefull 1 was happy,
and did not close my eves all'that night, 1 wanted only
to get through this year quickly and go to Tatung Gitls’
School, “When 1 get there T shall study very hard, I shall
read more books than my Srothers” Such was my dream,

At that time, Father, Sscond Brother, and Third
Brother. were not at home, Sister was stiying at home
with her baby, She cried all day »til her eyes were swollen,
because she wantsd to hir et nurse, and Mother
strictly forbade it,

In the evening Mother was weaving beside the fire,
and Sister was feading her baby at her breast, I was
studying and thinking of Elder Brother’s letfer, I said
inpefully, “Mother, I do want to' go to Tatung Girls®
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School next vear”

“Still thinking of stu-Lymg?” she said, mqr»lh “What
you h~ve learned ulready is emough for a girl, You are nct
a boy, What is the use of reading so many booksp” She
did not even take my words seriously!

“Didn’t Elder Brother write and say that he wanted
me to go to school?” ¥ said, still soffly,

“What does he know? Training girls is my business,
You will start embroidering next year, Your fect re still
toa big, T you are like this when y-u marry, people will
say thet your mcther did mot bring vou up properly,”

“But T want to study” Lissid, “Am I not a humen
being like my brothersp”

“Whet a jokel Like your brothers) They study to
becon.e officials and esrn money, but you are a girl, You
can only be a good wife and good mother, and dearmm to
serve your parents—iv~law well and run honu What is
the use of your studyings” :

From then cn, 1 d\ud nt mention th- question
sgain, T knew that Mother could not be pelsuadr-ﬂ There
might be some hops when my father cime back, = 4

Grandmother «nd F.ther did try to persuade Mcther
to let ms go for ome year, but she would not yield,
Sister—in—l w and my aunts all came to ple d with her,
but still she would not, So I lost all hope of conti
school, When I realized this my heart was broken and
decided to commit suigide,

In our vill gs, all ths ways 1 knew of committing
suicide weres

1. Hinging by a rope, 2, Jumping into ths river. 3,
Swallowing matches, 4, Eating opium, 5, Sw:llowing @
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ring. 6, Cutting my throat with a kuife,

1 was alter 21l only a child; I “wanted to commit
suicide, but T ~:s afraid of pain, I realize now fhat it
was, quite. funny! Every day T debated with myself as to
the best way of s e, The results were as follows:_

As for the first way, I had seen how frightful Yiti®
f znd her tongue stuck

wife loslel when she hunged hers
1 dared ot
n[ j'ﬂ’.iang in_the river would cause my st.much

. My mipd”was sopo;s'mv' mth ncient u‘e st
Third, matches hadsan awful smell,

4 no rigs vrd even i T Wd.one, T would
Howe if, ot | remem“en\d the suffering when
a pﬂnn} hd stuck in my throat, =
~ Sixth, if tle Inito did not dib clesh fhrough my
thre t, znd 1 dillnet die, it “would be terrible,
At last 1 decided to starve myself tosdeath in béd,
I stayed two whole days in bed,.snd everrone thought
1 was sick, Mother immedictely called thie ne rsighted
“teachier who was alsa a dzctor, “She is not sick,“he suid,
My sister came to my bed and tried to comfait me,
“She wepi with me,
“Good Sister,” she said, “tell me if there is anything
_you wish-that I can do”
“*No one can do it}” I said,
“Tell weé what is the matter,” she persisted,
“L want | |-, 1 want > study,” I said at last,
Mother gsemed to know that I was fasting because 1

3§~
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wanted to study, and purposely paid no aftention to ma,
which mude me «1l the more determined fo die, “Mc
loves her children so' much, and yet why does ‘she still
réfuse to consent when 1 zm about to die?” 1 said, and I
doubted her love,

But on the third day, when she saw I was so stubborn,
Mcthcn consented, She said th't for two years she was
Lo witeh my behavior, If 1 improved aiter those two
is, then T conld go to school, If not, she ‘would marry
me off,

. SThrough this ray of hopa my small lifs wos saved,
1 Enter Schoul

When I was twelve 1 entered the school, About the
school door, 1'saw many happy. girls,. playing games cnd
skipping, and I thouglt I was in Heaven, The happiness
znd hope in my hew® could not be expressed. But there
wis one thing which treublsd me d,ep'v My feet were
still $ightly beund, T could have t‘.‘\ken the bandages off;
but Mother had laid down the rule that it T did nct keep
my feet bound, I could mob ze to school, There were other
smllfeot girls Tke me, ‘and they-fei 25 1 did, Scme of
tho older pupils who hed n tural feet, such ns Téofing
and Shihsien, brought scisscrs tnd wented to cub our foct
bundages, They looked eve'y day fo see if our feet were
still bound, At first I was willing to endue the pain for
the privilege of coming to school. Then, when I saw the
big feet of the others nd looked down at my cwa three
=inch *“‘golden lotuses,” T t! it mine were too disgra—
coful and too ugly for words, So I ceased to core and fook
off my ba.& gos, Aud when il rained, 1 took off my shoes
too and waded in the pools in ths cowrtyard like my
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big~foot sch Ces Exe
‘Beginaing ead Nove].s

Mother saw thit my small feet were wetting big ag:
and was very angry and hurt, She scolded me for dische
ins het, and ut the same time said that the school authe
orities took too Ittle thought of the face of the parents,
It wes true, of course, thut in her eyes 2 .pair of faulike
big feel ware n great disgrace, How could she be satisfied
with five-inch feet, as the result of «ll t'e trouble she
had tiken fo make them smeH?

She was not williiz to let'ma go to school again,
But I begged E{-t‘vg Very hard, and because Le already

v that my work was the bet-in Group A, he yermitted
me £ coutinue_ “TH tm’e I'went, to the Country Public
Girls’ School aad, K coxﬁpnr e -,o the cotintry town,

At thet time T was the only g;rl there frem Tatung,

Because I did ot mrderstind tife /dizlect, [T didn’t ive
u single friesd for the flm of mogths, Whe: threy
talked and lﬂxvhe& I never dared to zppwach 1 alwsys
slone.in my bedroons when. ‘net prepariug  my
ons; I read periodicals borrowed from the library, At
that time I liked most to read de&euhve stmus full of
adventure,

O:e diy' I saw my name on‘a notice .on the bulletin
board, which toll me to go to the officc “nd get a

cage, 1 immediately took the slip down‘aed ran to the
It was a pack: ge which.Sezond Brother had seit
me-from. Shonshi, T operel it c:\:efu‘{y and found ~there
were two brand ~ew books, one of.them Ney Lectures
and the othec s collection of short stories, I was so happy
that T said foolishly to people 1 met, whether they were

e 9 e
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listening or not: “My brother has sent me a package of
two books from Shanshi, with many stamps on- it »

1 had never been able to make a speech, Lvery time
1 weut on the stage my fece turmed green and my lips
tumed white, ind 1 could not say more than three sent-"
ences, Therefore when I saw the title of the“book New
Lectures, 1 got a hesdache and never wanted to open it
Bub thet might, I began to read the short stories, which *
were trenslated by Hu Shik, The style wus easy, and T
finished hulf the book 2t ome sitting I began to have a
boundless respect for thanew literature, This book of stories
I read threc times in succession, without ever being bored,
The mote 1 read the ‘mere it interested me, and the nutn
unwilling 1 was to let it out of my hands,

At that time, if a child’s work in composition, draw=
ing, handwriting, or arterafb was .good, it was posted on
the wall Some of my competitions were posted up, But
my_ handwiiting was most ugly and”was never posted upy
1 never got an “A” My father bought me models of call-
igraphy in the Chao styls aud the Yen style, which he
wiated me to copy, Bub- I never opened them, Once when
he read one of my letters in which the writing was horrible,
he came across the river especially to scold me,

“Wh-t models cf calligraphy are you usingz” he said,
“Your writing is. wretched,”

o

“What kindp”

He knit bis eyebrows, s if he wanted to stretek sut
his hand and hit me,

“It is in the style of Mingkang,” I said,

“Whatz”

= ir— \



%
e
. RS REARREARAROEL > RERAE
WA SR RS | [ AT ASBRIE
R R A RERSHERE > RARERE
§ BIRMAT o ]
| ERRIRAZE NG B RS
FHIREF > B .3‘1’:‘%#‘]’ e e AWy RERL HEABES
AT 5 R A5 AR R IR 5 5 e
¥ BEUARIRES SRREEARH 8 o

HTEBUB=T o WM ARET Raehdr BN
—ﬁﬁﬁHW£E#fM#&Kmﬁm+zEr)iﬂﬁ
w&o>m§u§§£maths& RIS E A -
b R SRSIEAT - W AR R AT 8
LSS % A > AR L 0O 2 T AT o

RET BT 1 FmIEER e N H—E L >
RIETFR > BRRT BT BER

BT AR » BB L TR RS - B
WSO F T AR o SER OACH B
maxﬁuyi SRERET ¢ RIS

—42—




“l‘athnr 1 did not use any mo:!el,I wrote in my own
style”

Then he saw that I was trying to tx\sa him Snd
smiled: again,
stsnor.ary School

“When 1 hgatd that Mother had consented to let me
g0 to Yiyang, I could not believe it, until she told me
herself, “Your Elder Brother is the school principal at
Yiyang, ane your sister-in-law won’t come home, Since you
say every day that sou want to study, you might as well
go to him and study under his care’””

It was over six hundred i to Y:y.mg by water, and
it took feur days by bost at the guiclkast,I had not even
dreamed Mother would permit me to go so far] How grateful
T wast I felt that she was the best, the most considecote,
the most loving of methers,

The third di'y after T avrived at Yiyeog, Elder Brother
tosk me-to school, The principal of the Hsinyi Girls’ School
was a Norwegian named Aana, She was over forty and not
yot married, The school was the best in Yiyang, because
there were primary, middle, and norm:1 schocls, and college
grades all with full equipment and teachers, There were
“over two thousand students, all living under “God’s
cantrol”

But I was a ™%
boy and afr

Nl ot
Ry

» Ever siace T was small, T had

d of nothivg, including, of course,
devils”

@il from the country to live for the first time

-t ry forcign luilling wes grecter joy than for

__a.—__
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pocket:meney, Since my family was bettor off than some
of the others, I paid ten deliars a term for board, There was,
1o one who was not enjoying school, The buildings and rooms
were-large and quiet; the air was fresh, and the Tsekiang
waund ifs woy just back of the school, ‘Eyen on a h’ﬁt
day, the" “ool river brecze would blsw so gently as “to mal'e
use sleepy, At suncel, “when beams of red light sparkled on’
the. waber, we wonld climb up to the third floors three or
four of us Bogethu and watch the sailing beats go up and
down the river, The sailboats floated on- the weter like *
seagulls, The-fishermen sang their songs as they slowly
paddled the light hoatsson fheir wey home;the soft breeze:
brought us the heavy fragrance of -the flowers and the
mountains across the river were covered by thm gy
clouds, a rich, pectic picturel” - o
. ‘The.most ti & s the

while the birds were singing on. @"e ﬁpq, ptﬂn biancygs.
and the willows swaying, and l:ke  groen. gréss bowin‘ bolore
the river wih-, und-the sun roso from “the ‘east, climbing
out of the blue clouds likeia iaiden slowly stepping, out
from  bath, smiling shyly, After-a while the light shone
directly on the river, and the water begime_red like @
stream of blood; then the color of the mountains changed
from gold to gray. Aht what a beartiful sun! How" glono-
usly, its light shupe vpon the big world,
. Unless it rained T was always the first
+ when the sun did nct come out, 1 was’
act d jited, for 1 was breathing the ‘aif no cte Bad
begathed hefcre, By way of exercisey I pructiced dumbbells
o make my body strong, .

My schoolmates wWere very good fo mie-and played

—xdi==
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with me, and the teacher liked me, Once in an essay called
“The Sum Never Sets on the British Empire,” 1 expressed
my disapproval of British imperialism, against the tsucher’s
suggestions, but she did nct say anything ugainst me, 1
was as. happy as a priacess, playing and. romping and
naver werrying about my schoel work,

No one knew that from the day 1 entersd the school
1 had a heavy weight pressing on my heart, It was that
1 did net believe in God, and I did not like to read the
Bible, I did net like saying the Lord’s Prayer befere
meals, “Our Father, Whoart in Heaven,, . I liked singing
the hymns, but T did net like singing: “The love of God
is perfect, When we die, He will pretect vs” t

Wanting to &veid the prayer, I weuld u¥ in the privy”
and suffer every inerning and evening or at meal times,
Miss Wu discovered thet 1 was being lite to meals and
told me to go to the matron’s office,” - R

“Why are you always lats in going to maahz" she
asked me,

“I did net hear the bell> ' 7 3

“What were you deing?”

“Reading the Bible”

“Are you really so hard-working?” she askad “Isn’t
it true that you der’t like the Biblep

«Why shoutin’t T speak the truthp” I replied, “Who'
said that I did not like the Biblep T was not interested in
reading the Eible before; but now I know thit God is the
only Savior of {he world, I believe in Him -and worship
Him” % g

She smiled and patted my head, “Don’t teillies befora
God, Henceforth, come to the prayer before mesls,”"

— —
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1 MCertaints)” 1 mutfered with my mouth, but in my
heart 1 said, “Ha, ha} God knows, ;52 M
My LTOch"]"B wes childish and my mind was slm.ple'
- 1 .had no profound reasons for not believing in God, I just
falt; that there, was na such thing 2s. God, “Anyone. who
believes in God is saved,” Thet seered reslly 4 joke, Why
did“the  people who came to church on ‘Sundays in
dréssds always stay poory Géd could nct give them drgsses,
fookl, bozrd, could not heal Their sicknesses, and what is
Bore could not 4ind 'hhem ]OLB. As:for saying: that God
wou]d punsh these. pa:r pw‘n!z. by making them poor
becatts they had simved, thiS "‘n‘sty taik” 1 did not
bl et wis HOok anyway 1 enty] Tt tht men wero
the  gods who were Tuilding™ he Mﬂi‘aﬂiﬂmt# “depend
entirely on themselves, 1
High School
Thave to thanle my erredths m»ma‘m—n;m
the persuasion ‘of Secand  aridh ThisdaBratier:; Mejhar now
permitted me to\go 45 the CRUIEA Cirls’ Normal Schoal,
This was a pvubht.\mﬁge hers wae no chargs for
anything, Only twc‘mds!m each’ country could be
accepted, - Father took-me to Cliangsha hifmselfy He' wis
worried for me, because © girl who had not fimshed elem-
entary school would probably fail, and besides there were
so many candid ;. But 1 passed] T had dilficulty in
keeping up with ths clisess, except in Chiness,  history,
and geography, But ¥'worked hord, cnd affer {wo nionths
1 had no <difticuities, My schicolpy tis were all pleasint {o
me and seme became my riends, Our life wus happier
thun that of the averige studaut, because we had. fojm}r
principal the leamed Mr, Hsu Telli who treated the

ity —
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students like his own children, We called him “Mr,
Grandmother,” bacauss he w:s motherly te us, %

But the rules of the school were strict, He forbade !
us to wear “little vests” which bound our breusts tightly, .
to et pepper, or to read at night sfter our study period,
Oiten, he did n't go to bed until cne in the morning,
because he had to see that no ene was t:lking in bed,
If anyone went to the toilet, he 'euld ask, "Why aren’t
you sleapingp”

_ When the fime of examinations came everybody was
rfraid of him, No matter in what d-rk comer you were,
he would spot you out: with.a flishlight and hurry you
to bed, Many students dared nct light the candles to
prepare their work, but stocd under the 'corrid v Eghts or
in the toilet and read, But no cne escaped Grandmother’s
eyes, 1 :

When winter came early {a tie sedsan, the clussrooms
were heated with charconl basins; Hensked us fo put on
misre clothing every day, andmét to catch cold, In summer,
he opened the windows to let thé fresh air in,

At that fime it was.$he custom to et tsonbou (a
kind of beans), The studonts used to gather in groups of
twos and threes and walk shout esting tsanton and litter-
ing the ground with hard shells, When Grendmcther s:w
this, he did not even scold but quietly bext down and
picked up the shells, The- students eating the delicions
tsantou never suspected that their “grandmotier sl
was picking up the shells with his own hunds, “Net until
they hd gone Quite = distance did'he say soitly, in order
not to startle them, “You might throw fewer; my old buck
is getting sore” When they heard they immedately
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o, ant- tu;,.,mg,gaw Ahafdhashells £hey -had: thrpwn
all in c4us, honds, This made thei

respecting himp
Another time he found out that two students were
not behaving properly, One "night one of them did nct
return to schonl, Grandmother-knew where she was that
night, so the ne;t da@y he t3 \her to come to him and
asked where shaha’d beea 211 mg&t apﬂ she insisted thit
she hzd gone hamv Gw.gdmbihpx knew:, thit she was
afiaid of being sms mb{msq%ll;mi is not telling
the truth, He clmugod his tone i and  said,
“] have alrea&xha’m © your pmﬁm& our mother std
that you }uinot returned, JAnd 1 “where you were
Tast wight, Ney mina;a;ﬁty Ho_ truh, why did you
go to the hotelp: Mﬁ#.t‘x{m wer f‘mg for erjoymest,
or because you hu e reason., hatd to expling”
Te-rs rolied down her ce, and from her expression
Grandmother knew thit she was a pitiful child, So he
said much to comfort her and did not dismiss her, Thea
the girl pured out her story of the terrible condiion of
her family, which was the reason why she had to earn
money :t the hctel, Grendmother said, “I will give you
twenty dollars every mouth, snd from now on, you sre to
devote yomseu to your studies and cre not Lo go outside

and run wild

He believed in free ercoise belween piea <
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and women and never attemptel to censor the student.’
le'ters, Once he said to 2 woman on the staff who
proposed censoring the mails, “What is the use? Human
emotions are things that you cannot censor or forbid by
law,_If the young girls w;nt some rom:nce, let them have
some romance, so ‘long as they do not neglect their
studies,” This so Korrified the wom'n tht she stuck out
her tongue two inches and said no more,
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Chapter III
IN THE ARMY

T shall never Forget Second Brothér, because I was
able te join the army chiefly through his help,

.In the summer vacation of 1926 I went with him ta
Taohsiang Temple on Yolushan, where he as taking a cure
for tuberculesis, I was occupied in my love affair and 1
felt dejected the whole day and did not want fo talk, I
was reading Peony Pavilion, Pigeon’s Letter, Western
Chamber, and the Romance of Pipa, Second Brother was
angry, and one day he wrofe 2 letter to my father ‘apd
at the same time scolded me savnely in words that 1
could net forget:

“Wemen are reslly uselsss) The beliof the New
Age has struck and you are still asieep! You should have
thrown away. these boy—znd—(m love stories long 2go,
like -modern
litegature, ‘Why den’t yeu read some revolitionary bookss”

"BJe let me read the A-B-C of Communism, Au Intio-
duction to Secialism, seme books about social science, and
revolutiomary treatises, When 1 began to be interested
in these, I gradually forgot the image of my love, I began
to write about the revolution, and because I lived guite
tlose to the peasants, T wrote stories of the farmers and
their sufferings, and Third Brother published them in
the Tungshu Jihpao, a daily in simple langusge for the
Lommon people,

The night before I enrolled in the military academy
1 was sittiang with Third Brother in Second Brother’s ro-m
ab the Miugteh Middle School and discussing the guestion

W
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of joining the army,

®1 am against it Third Brother said, speaking te
Second Brother, “The life of the army is very hard and
trying, It consists of drilling and commnds and ebeying,
Her mind will become dulled and simple, A clever girl
like her should net be a soldier, Besides, her health may
not be able to stand the army life”

“Your point of view is all wrong]” said Second
Brother, “If she wants to preduce streng and uncommon
writing, she must go through an uncommen life experience!
The army is just the thing to train her bedy and mind,
and supply her with geed m-ferial for her writing, It will
do her no harm and a great deal of good””

Third Brother had te give up the argumeuf,

As for myself, I need hardly say I would have gone
even if they zll ebjected, For that winter Mother was
going to force me to marry, I had to leave Changsha to
prevent this, But where to ? A girl not yet twaity,
penniless and with a brokes Leart—where could ske yo?

Second Brether greatly sympathized with me, Because
his own marriage was unhappy, he very mich wanted me
to join the army, He said, “This is your only road to
freedom—join the revolution, Only se can you find a way
out both in regard to the marriage and your future”

1 believe that nine out of ten of the girl students
who joined the army at the timé did so because they
wantel to get away irom the pressure of their feudalistic
families and make t.eir own future, Once in uniform and
carrying a gun, their thoughts were different, But at that
time every one of them was thinking that the respen-
sibility of emancipating the millions of womeu of China
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was upon theu' shoulders
%7 7

REAY
~ The. funny thing. wes bhat 1.was dismissed. by - the
mhtnry acaduny ore I stoppcd msnde the gute, It
Fwis like this:

i It had eriginally buu dec:doi by the committee on
entrance to take in only oze hundred boys and twenty
girls, But there were over three thousand applicants,
many. of them of quite,geod stinding, So affer a jeint
“appeal by the condidates, they said they would admit two
‘hundred-beys and fiity girls, When we got to Wuchany
they hed changed their minds.They said that, according
to orders from their superiors, the school was for the
purpese of training revolitionary leaders of all provinces;
and therefore each province should be e9ually represented,
There were too m ny from the province of Human, They
were going to ehminute two-thirds of t'mu':nlreadx ade=
mitted and t-ke in only enghty boys and twenty girls

+ When we heard this news it was like heuring:a desth
sentence pnmounced upon us, We were in despair, Our
bright future was darkensd as if by ‘a screen across our
eyes,

A boy student whose name I did not know smd
_"N6l We wor’t 'be eliminated, 1Ve will demmd that all
be. admitted,” and everybody agreed,

There were two students, a boy g Jenpo,
and & girl named Big' Sister Irom, who ‘spoke in most
~emph: tic_tones, 5

Jenpo said, “This is just a joke, People zre only
afraad tiat there are not’enouvh trained revol.tionists—

ke
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s vaav Thece are Too many,, The more the. better, Can
you’ imagine an,m-e trymg to limit the number of revo~
Tutienistsp ‘The fact that so many Hunan students threw
down their pens to join the army only proves 'that our
Humn people are more advanced in thought, and have
‘fighting Spirit and understand the revolutxon This is so=
mething to' be happy about, From the point of view of
the revolution, these young people ojight to be especially
valued, They. ought to be given a good training and
encournged to (ight for thdr country and for the freedom
of the downtrodden masses But now they are doing the
.very opposite, The g t is stopping them from
;taking part in thgrevolut"on They wint them to go back
to school and read their dead books, They claim that
they are trying to get a balinced development of the
revolutionary forces, but inif: ¢t they rre trying 1o block
the path of revolutionary youth, We will not be dismissed,
We must all be admitted)”

There wis thundering applause, Big  Sister Tron stood
up and said in @ lond, rough voi<e, “Fellow students, dear
sistersy We have come to join the army with full deter~
minstion, We have leit our homes to join the revolution,
with the obje.t of emancipating both the suffering masses
and ourselves, The enlisting of ws girl stuleats fn the
army js an unprecedented event in China’s history, Since
the government has decided to treat boys and girls alike
and give bot" the opportunity to serve our country snd
our society, “:t .is both the fortune of our woman-hood
and the porte:t of glory for all minkind, If we are sent
back, where can we gop Qur families wou't rece've us us

daughters; tle schools won't receive us as stulents, We
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have nowhere to tum, There is only advance in revolution,
no; retreat, We will'nat go bick] “We will all join the
military: acadeny”
> Her powerful sentences struck eveiy heart like
hammers, Everyone decided to demand unconditional  ad-
mittance, A committee for resisting the second ex:minations
was formed in five minutes, The spme afternoon.the -whole
group went across the river to Hankow to present our
rejuest to Secretary Tuns Shengchib, a general in the
military office, Ten of us took the letter of petition in
to- the general while %1l the rest stood outside, The reply
ful, He immedi-tely telegraphed to Nanking to
wdvice, and :t the sime time promised tc help
us zll have the chance to serve in the revolution, Bit
for three days no news came,

On the moring of the fourth day, a boy student
came all out of breuth to the K:osheng Hotel, where the
girl studente stiyed, and panting said,” “B-d news, bad
newst{ The students from Hunan all have to take the
second examinctions, Those who dowt, can’t, get in—nst
one of them, Besides, the ten deleg:tes: who présented
the request have aiready been dismissed)”

“Whotp Dismiss the delegatesp Then I, 1,.1”

For me it was like hearing thunder at aight, Although
T knew that the delegates acted for the common good,
and that the sucrifice of individuals should not matter
still in my heust I'was very sad,

The next day, the names of the dism'ssed del:gites
were printed in the newspaper, When 1 read the three
words of my name, Hsieh Mingkang, T was overcome by
despair] 1f I couldwt join the army ‘there ‘was no-plice
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for me to gof Even if the old school did not dismiss me,
Motlmr‘muld certainly force me to marry, That would
not omy cut short my studies, but my lLife would be
swallowed up by the ghosts of feudalistic, society, Never
would T be able to fulfill my wish of joining the revol-
ution] All was. over!. Perhaps:the gre:t ‘Tung-ting Lake
would receive my body.

My brother came, ciying happily, “I have thought of
a way, Sister] A great miny students from the northern
provinces have not taken the. first -examinations vet,
Change your name and go to enroll as a student from
the North1”

It was a rare chance but a risky otie, If the scheol
should find it out, it ?veuld only make  mutters Woﬁse,
But for the sake of my future, snd for the fulfillment of
my wish to joia the army, 1 was willing to take the risk,

I got the application form and wrote down “Hsieh
Pingying” as my name, For my place of nativity I wrote
“Peking?”

“Where is your scflool certificatep” the uniformed
officer asked me,

“I haven't it with me 1 said, “It will be here in
a few days, There are so many of us from the North,
and the certificates are in the keeping of a group-leader,
He will be here the day after tomorrow”

1 thought I had safely passed the worst difficulty,
but another officer ‘whowas stinding near saw me writing
my name on the card and asked me, “Are you Pekinesep
‘Why do you talk like one form Hunan”

“Yes, T am Pekinese, I grew up in Hunan with my
father, That is why I have this dxalect »
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“You are not by any change; ﬁu%mh;gwumsmf
who was dxsmxswdg" Ha stired at me like a defectiv
y Tasked, *Tdowt understand

it AW,
1 tried ':o appear ca.lm but my hoart was heafing

fast,
G’"?'ﬁuck‘!'];‘i? this mox YWW chme ‘in to
énroll, and he did not #s hxrt}ﬁsﬂ‘gueitm.x A mrrnﬁ

you”

W&: dica
and saw my m triumph,

“Nekipl & amdgm & Bl B begin
& soldier's difef”-L ﬁﬁwpﬁn{ud gmng_zo m;s.eﬂr-.xﬂ

1 had never dreamed that Afferbeing! distsissid from” s-fhool
I.was still to have this happy dayl

Day as a €a
15 rememl "'gvi#
into the givle  unib of #he € M
Actdemy,
We_pushed and jostled and ;tnoa ina a1
Hort R Tited” up' t:s:wr o e g e AT
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womn officer with all her military airs, and some wers
giggling,

“Hurry up and get together and don't giggle, We ara
going to form a company,” a man officer said, with a
cold dignity which made everybod¥ shiver,

Affer fully an hour, we had been divided into three
companies arranged according to height, 1 was No, 83 in
the third company, There were many who were taller than
1, but about a dozen cadets were even shorter,

1 patted the shoulder of Chang Meikuang and said,
“You are too smull; how can you hold a gunp”

“Hn, hat You think you are big, don’t youp Aren’t you
just a small private like myself?”

“Silence]”

We had thus our first warning, and our eyes were turmed
to the left, Chang was still smiling, 1 bent my head and
felt uncomfortable, ¢

Suddenly someone brought forth grest stacks of uni-
forms, and, calling out everybody’s name, gave each a gray
cotten jacket and pants, a hat, rubber shoes, a pair of straw
sandals, two pairs of black cloth stockings, gray cloth
leggings, and a leather belf,

When everyone had her own things, the man officer
who are later found out was a sergeant, t.ught us how to
wind our leggings, how to put on our her belts, how to
wear our hats, and how to salute,

Then he said, “Go to your bedrooms quickly, Take off
your girl dresses and put on your uniforms, From today on
you are no more delicate and helpless girls, but strong and
‘brave soldiers,” 3

‘When we heard this, we burst out into laughter, The
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sergeant did not scold us this time but went on, “The mmt
important thing is o wash the powder and £o
faces, Don’t leave a frace of them, Cut your b
o still ettt shave yourhend bald like et 17 -

. "Ohy?2. uvorybody cried; 3
Thae sargaant’s,hca chingad and len)ged vnry sgverq.

i easy, romantic lives,
now m«if‘yu»mst obsy ymxruffxcar: dress
‘anil endure hardships, , .

Our spirits bn(ht'nad We
say-good-by to the comfortable ways of tlm old life,

We beg n t6 have avery-day four hiours of science and
foun hours of t: tarhn(al trkn@nz The, v uﬂe was vary =
weighiug over thnrty z‘,{m
small~as Shuyuug and funs they cnrnrd,
< that at dell. werﬂfody ntighed it 't _nﬁ They coud

ai “yiok, feel the' warss for it or have any discamafort, snd
nobudy thougH* of disabéying orders, sryone must puss
thre: months of probation before she befimes o regular
soldier, . During the probationary pericd we could go out’
only once & month; and this only, we ﬂx’u‘uz’nﬁ_ was a little
too severe,

Through thr .t winter, when thh ground was covered with
snow and other people were in their sweet drearn
making footprints on the snow; «hd opening dur m .
to shout, “Oue, two, one, two,”-as Ws marched alovg,

wera
wida

— 73 =



L

250 BERREEY > KARFAREENLR R
BT ARG T 0% R BEREA > E%
FRBERME  METRBIE - M HR— KA —FAH
AAHE o FITIHE F ey > HEARGLRIR B o HEEBA
R GWE 5 RIOVERRBAK - RERBEEG—T

CREREREA T > S LERGERAR : [ ePasig
R > —mE WA ]

W—AEMT=X > BEABENEL > RVRRE
o RUBEREXNER > REATAT—0 Hitk
5o RICRPIRILANG 2 JERRESBI AT > TMBE M A
STMER > XML ERERBIRE > W R R
A R SRR RS T L R RA—
VR G EF > WA B B o A RIUETREAN > —BE
BRI o REXMERA FEFRMAE > MEER
P TRTRMEOA > FEERNE > WRERWEAT »
FESCTEME R MR ERISR A (R P iR > A
2R LR o ]

THl RSB A ol 2 )

TRZhE g2 » WK R ARt o )

AMRE RN = Ry » BAZ A M AR K
HRH > FASN TR » 28 TR AR > s R
b PRSPV R Fo S SRS



Discipline 2 :

Yungtseng was 2 girl who loved powder and rougs, and
her umiform was always very neat, Once she went fo ses
her lover without asking for teave. and was locked in 2 dark
cell, where on the fink day, she could not have oven zgrap
of water, Although the guard outside the door was a_cadet
too, no one dared to give her food, If we peeped in at her,
the officer in charge would say with a severe countenance,
“Do you want fo go in, teop We will lock you up
together”

Everybody worried about her and tiought that Sergeant
Ya g was beingZtoo severe, especially since it was the first
time she had ever disobeyed orders, Shuyung and I secretly
gave her bread, and saw tears in her ayes, which made us
very uneasy, She lay on a hard board with only a gray
blanket, and a fommode in the room, They gave her some
w fer and two bowls of rice without anything to go with
it, 1 went te ask the Sergeant why they did not give
her somthing else; and he answered, ‘“Those who go inta
the dark cell have disobeyed the orders, She is mow a
prisoner and must be treated as such, If we gave her the
same kind of food as you hav., the: anyene would be glad
to dischey orders””

“When c.n she be set fres zgain}”’

“If she will : dmit her mistake, she will be let out to-
morrow,

O.iginally she was to be shut up for three days, but she
was subborn and w uldn’t admit her mistake, and so she was
shut in for ancther two days, T'hsn because she complained
ahout the commode and raised the qm‘a‘tion of improving hec
bdding znd food, aud guarreled several times with the Sew
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geant, he said that she was oo fussy and gave er two more
days, As a result, she was confined alfogsther for one week,
The whole school knew about it and everyone was afraid that
the same might happen to herself, When Yungtseng was let
out of ths dark cell, her face was deadly pale and she was-no
more the lively girl she had been hefore, Everyone stood
around her and asked, “What is it like in the dark cellz”
or said, “This time you hiv= sacrificed yourself for love,”

When we. first enlisted, we wers taught to reg rd
“military orders es like a mountain, and party discipline
as Tike iron,” One or two of us were punished every duy
by being made to stand at attention, either for returhing
late from a day. on leave, or for laughing =t meals or
during drill, 1 was made to stnnd at attention for puni-
shment several times, but! was never senb to the dark
cell,

1 really ‘should have baan pwn mqre Although
there was  strict, military Sﬂphﬂe in the Academy and
we were treated as soldiers, I still liked small, beautiful
things, T still liked ; l'lbeﬂy with a child’s delight which
could not bé charged, " From the dav when the sergeant
discovered little ducks, kittens, dolls, little drums and gongs
on my table, he often scoldei me, “Those who study
literature are too fres in their ways; they can’t be revolu-
tionists]”

After that 1 threw sway the little toys, and put away
in a storeroom the few novels I had brought from Changsha,

political science and o
Ma-nual, of which T coull recite A'm.;t m.,rq than hah;
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a’arlups it is true that you can change mountains and

rivers but not a' perso¥’s nitirs Although 1 tried ta

» Tepress réstrain ‘my feelings and > develop a firm,
strong charicter, T could never change my chilfish self,

T still ‘rémember that once when' we wre drilling out-
side the city and when the bugle !»;r dismissal ‘sounded, T
immediately threw down my gun aul went fo iide on a,
water buffalo, ' Corporal Wang angrily came up o “scold
me, but I smiled and answered him, “Corporal, the Actdemy
does not ..provide horses for. our training, so I have to
practice on a buffalo” >
To the Fronts (.75

We got orders that twmty g.rl cadets were to be
selected to form a propagands corps to @0 with the army
to the north, | The immediate destization Swas Hondn,

"‘I waat to report, sergéant, Fwant to go to the Northl"

o wont ba repart wiwﬁim k‘\arthemer and I
am good for prapig mong, N 2,

“p want to‘npm sqrg'r:rt I cin :.gm Wn.ll my body
is very strong T'whab £3 joud

Sergeant Yang’s room wis Iike a ruided beehive filled
with bees going out and in, :

“Dowt mike so much noisey” he'said cilmly  “Every-
one is going norsh soomeror later, This tifte we st
choose .twenty girlsi who are strong, who can run'fast and
can write propnganda stuff or tulk to the peopls, \The
rest will be sent ouf in different parfies later,”

Everyone hoped she would ba chesen, - T thougt haps
pily; that my body was strohg, I could run fast, and I
could write articles, and 1 oyght fo be chosenl

Indeed, the next morning when Serg-afl Yaug reported

2 = "
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the names. of those who were to go fo Honen, my wmma
was czcod, 1 hopad T was not mistaken, Lerhml; there
was no ‘obher Hsich Pnﬁmlﬁ in’the ‘gitls" corps, . I wasi
mad with jgy; :

We waitad -but there-was no date set for our depar-
ture, - We were. almost, crying, with impatience when wa
receivel word that ¢
szechizo, and that we hnd o leave imm-distely to mect
3 would soon be ‘aftacking Wuchang, That
night-the’ caplaji’ ass@mblsd tha entive schobl, ‘both sirle
and boys, and” alter #iviag us = talk formed'ns

Central Indspendmt Division, next day we let at
dawn, Except’ (n! about thirty who stared behind

to do propaganda’ Mwhm"wm'k, ths: whole' sehocl
lett for the front, | AY Gva o’clock iin the marning we were
all fn uniform gnd- ready to stnt,

War

™ Y

‘The boy gad.ta who 7 one ahesd one day hefore
were already i3 coubict with {hg enemy,” Whin the train
stopped, T put outimythead andsaw soms wiinded soldiors
wallowing in their ownblood and'crying; “Ohy my Mot»xor]
1t hurds scp*

There wer: two corpses, their heads smished and the
brains expos-d, Another had lost his «rm, bub the eyes,
were still hal-open, We pleadsd with ths corporilto let.
us get down nnd help the wounded comrades and bury

d ones, :
“No, ,the train”will leave seon, There is more impo-

enemy had alrsedy Ttenched Ting-"

rtant .work ahead, Some ambulance corps must bs coming

<ooa to help them?" The corporzl's voice w:s severe aud

rigid and my heart was greatly moved, I.Dbegn to feel -

ke
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the cruslty of war, = <

Oaly when on the meech did T realizs fully the Hard,
life of the sollier, For three..days we did .not have a
regular merl; we ate ut six o’clock in the moming, and
could not get zny more food until eight or nine in the
evening, Sométimes the rice was mixed with husks and
taste! 'ike sand, snd we found it hard teo  swallow, For
vegetzbles, we cooked a pot of moldly pickled soya beans,
with @ lot of sult, It was so saity that we could hardiy
est it, But when I wus huagry the hard rice and pickled
soya besns t.st=d better than chicken) fish, or meat, and
went down the t‘xraat very grat-fally, % “

June wis the hotbest month, Perspiration cime down
like “ruindraps; and ‘whed m‘ﬁﬁﬁnﬁ, was thorou
soaked, we felt as'if omy. hodies were: mapgad in wak. cioth,
that gave one tke ~most . uncomfort ils

feeling.
fire, and skia Dbegrn to pe > 1
“On, it’s hot, ibs Hebys was—,ni‘l wa hear], but nchody
regretted, niobiody thought of refreating or rumiing awiy,
Everyone was glad to. enduresthe hardships and wait to
find happiness in winning victery, -

Sometimes a dirty poad, besides giving us waL-sr to -+
wasyour faces aad our clothes, also provided us drinking
water, The bos cadets swam and bathed in it, 3
Mar: hvng at Night
s eight in the evening when headquarters sude
orders thot the third ‘pltoon was going to
yas, forty li awdy, to-establish an eutpost, We
had vel a’secret report that some remnants of the
vaemy were hiding in the valley, We wers to go that
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night and might run into tt

“This is the first time i our ex chhon tht we
heve undertaken “a marchut night,” Sergeant Yang told

5, “Some of yew who are accustomed to school life may

be a littld afraid, or cannot endute this kind of hrrdship,
But now you are soldisrs «t the front and are ready oven
to suerifice your lives; so wou should .ot b5
are marching =t night beca\he we want to
seen by the enemy, Besides, we have wrgent orlers to
reach our destination at fivelve tonight, 1 hear thet the
mountsin roads are-not casy to wilk on and you must
not use flashlights, (You must” walle sarefilly, - Don’t be
nervous, If you fall, don’t uiter a sound, but lightly gst
up again, Hold your gua so That xt will-aot knock against *
he water pots znd ‘food boxes, Remember, we mustall
keep absolutely, Juict, Nobody: is allowed to open her
mouth and dml't walke wxfb EMWy sﬁ&p&“’uﬂ; hgl\tlv
like a mouse ,,, § e

Everyone let forth a little Iaugh 3

“Now, you are: kggﬁxlgalmndy hen the march has
net even begua, This won't dof Tf anyone luughs. on the way,
she ‘will be disobeying orders, znd letting the enemy kiow
our forces, which is the seme as being a traitor, And for that

punishment will not be light’”, Although everyong’s. sthile

was stiil playing about hex mmxth nabody dar:d to I ugn
cut loud, =
"Surgmnt Yang wis born a soldier,” I suid in a
whisper to Kur Aglag aft=r the assembly, *ifhe hed said,
‘Walk lightiy-like a pigeon,” how peetic it would bel” ,

We went off in a long line like a snike, At firstiwe
could still hear the knocking fogether of water pobs aad -

.—“——
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rice and meal boves, but after several cautions by the
corporal thers was not a sound, Then thsie cama the
squeak of straw sandals, Corporal Lin stood still and said,
“Who is making thit noisty”

“Raporting to the Corporalt I can't help it, T bought
the san’als only this moming, and from them comes the
squenking® It was Liu Chuaaw.n’s voice, talking s if
she were writing. a literary composition, 1

“Don’t chatter. If they muke any moise again, faks
them off and valk in yeur bare feef]” 2

Lin wis aferid t6 take off her sandals, because her
feel woull be hurty so” she walled' lightly like-a mouse,

JThe night was so dark thut one” could not see ons’s
own fing.rs jor the face of the mext person, The univeise
wed just one musy of hhdrwrl:h 116 ‘distinguishable obiscts,
Everyone .was. treadmg asif on thin ice, Suddwxly we heard

a splish; srmetae in front had fnllgu devya in witer, Thé
cm.t in immediztely stopped. - - >

“farchy \’\mlL qmckl;—;%e 4n fron'1” said Carporal

Lin,

B
A “I am all covured vﬂﬂzmd T.czannot open my eyes,"”
““said the one.who had fallen,

The news spread through the platoon, and we coutio-
ned each other, “Be careful, dow’t’ fall””

Sometimss when we ware climbing @ slope we heurd
below us a rushing mountain stream_ We had no idoa
how deep the ravine wis, but from the sound of the witer
below we knew it W s Guite dngercus, *

A voice cime [rom ahead: ~“Be careful, there is a
deep swemp NMera,  Walk slowly, evervhody; it will be no
fooling to fall info it,””

- ot
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“Reporting to the sargeant] Please turn on the flash.
light just once,” somisbne st id brvely, '

“No, This is a dangerons s
sure thore afen’t some dF {n.
nd Keep quist,”

The sense of tension was felt by evarybo 1y, Perhups’
it was becauss we ware! complete novices 4t aight morch-
ing, We all had a’ feslifig of curiosity, a hope th:t there
reslly were some of the eusmy, so ta:t we coull see a
good fi In {he dark night, ne ons coul! see anything
but the red light o’ the Boribs,and we would hear only
the gun chots, Mow- h’uautiﬁt, hnw heroic ‘the might
would bef

After wcﬁssnd tlmi‘nnp two lnzhmuunhms rose
like a screen, enclosing the litbleroad ‘betvem . 3

We heard thm gmshuts o=

“Stand stilly” the sergeant ordp.wg, I‘Lbstez until we
feiow i it s ifle fire, | TF thete 48& sty of tho enemy ia
front, the thres réar squad¥ﬂé4fa “ambusl, while the froat
gots ready to fire, Don't be excited, “Don’t fire' without
orders,” Py, e Firrl A
Everyone was tonse and alert, The sergétat continusd,
“Doy’t be afraid; they are only remmants of the enemy,
They canot stend & eolt,” Tn b ffle’we \ust be celm
and not afruid to sacrilice ourselves

The air wos Guiet again, I the enemy were redlly
ight -€hem, The line was moving very
putie.t and Tushed {:ast the ofhers ia

ahead, I wisaed to
slowly and I got i
front,

“What are you do.nﬂ Keep ths ordeﬂ" Thé corps-

leader scoided ms, 3
a /
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“I want £o go in front and fightt” 1 answersd,
With a splash my right foot went into water, For-

‘tuntely my left leg was.on firm ground, so that I did

not cuite f=1,

I got up cshamed,

“You are talking of rushing forward to- b
yoru_don’t know even how fo walkl Ai
€adet softly teased me,

Thus, as we walked quietly, everyone's heart was leaping
with hope, burning with revelutionary ardor, beatig with
eu.mmwt Theugh we walked for three or four honrs ab

ttle when
. 17 2 boy

a stretch, no one coimplained of fatigue and everyone was ¥

in high spirits,

Suddenly from = distant hdh\de thnre appeared red
Iights shining’ in. the dmkua"s We were meir ourides-
{in: tient =

“The dawn it shead, comrades, Mnch on!"

_1 raised my voice and sang,. cvsrybldw joined in,
and the sound of martial Song broke thasilence of the
night,

The Last Night with the Army

After 2 month and four days the-adventurs was ended
and we came back in triumph, Though this western
excursion claimed over seventy of our cadets and over ome
hundred of ‘our officers’ trajning corps, we had captured a

‘few theusand rifles, and we had laid the foundation of the

revolution in the hearts of the people and had awakened
in them a faith thit could not be shuken, We had won
the coafidence ‘of tens of thousands of people, whid formerly
livod under tha warlords, The seeds'of revolution wera

'scattored™ whereve we went, We came back . with a4

—) 2
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victoryt

The seventh night after we carie bsck from the front,
1 was sitting with Lu Tsing, who was the matron of the
girls, corps, 1 was telling her about the fun and happiress
we had during the expedition, when suddenly the bugle
sounded for assembly, &

Within three minutes, we were all standing in line,

Everyone’s eyes were on the five men and wernen officers
on the platform, whose heads were 4li bent, What were
they thinking?

Sergeant Yang began to speak'

“Fullow cadets]”

Why had his voice changed tonight? 1t scem=d to be
shaking, 1 afraid that something unfortusate had happened,

“First, T want to beg you to be guiet. Dow’t be
excited, Be brave and dow’t be afraidl”

1 thought: Is he going fo tell us oi nnotb;ex expedi-
tion? What is there to be alraid of

“1 am gojng foitell you some unlucky news, Please
don’t feel too badly about if, It often happens that the
Revolution runs ageinst obstacles ond is temporarily
stopped, We must not be disheartened, but must gird
ourselves for tho future struggle.”

What was he saying?

“The reactionary torces are still too powerful, Because
it is well that we try to conserve our revelutionsry forces,
we are compeiled by prasent circumstances to break-up, . .

16 wes like a thunderbolt out of a clexr sky, a bomb-
shell exploding at midnight, which pierced”the hearts of
two hundred and fifty people, We listened as if in a
dream, careless of what was to come, Sergeant Yang’s

)




JUTER ERREE mx&xﬁm:&mw&m
FUE UGB, | AR T EUMAF—
SHM AR SRR R BRAS 5 RARM
2 > R A RAS TR > BB B NAEET | T
AT TR MIEBR A R  RAERRS
ol : 255
SRR WG DA AR oo
* RIS MR BT T
I e TR R T R U R e
> Hhn i TR A A B S o
Yo : g o s
B DT am RN A > 5
ii?ﬂ&w&ik&tﬁ*ﬂu’\%Wm?ﬁfmm
AN A T T BREER o M PNEA—R
B EE  © F NR— R BAAA o » SR
PUEIVRSL L~ H B BT
i1 ] T
m%%-&—m%%%w%ﬂ’ﬁﬁTﬁﬂA%bE
SHREERTT o

i
HEMARYHEE » RATEEATRR » B A S AL AR R
PO TI9E > ML W - —ERIBR o

=By




woice was sad and serious, as he went on,

*Of course this does not. men that we are giving up,
We' st continue the struggle, Those of you who are
strong cot_ud\l join the E{ovgnth Army,; The others cin
return home and bear it patieatly for th= present, Perhaps
in the not distant future, we may enjoy a happer and
freer life. Now we will give you ten dolrs each, with
which you will buy ordi dressss‘and disguise yourselves
tomorrow, You must u?’yhe _seen again in your gray
uniforms””

How was this possible? \’Vhy did'we have to be broken
up and dispersed? Were all our hopes, our ideals going te
disappear in a flash like a miragep -~

After Sergeant Ying conciuded, -each' of the other
officers made a deeply:moving speech, in words which were
deeply carved in our memories, -

—*“Only if you do not ch:mzu Four bhli.:fs, only if you
remember always the ideal of sacrifice {or the revolution,
then it does not matier eyen jf you should become the
concubine of a warlord, - Bat- don’t forget your mission and
lose yourselves in material comforts, One diy surely you
will end the lives of the evil warlords, Only thas can you
be worthy of being ons baptized the revoradivn, one
who has receivel this political and mii

“thus will you be worthy of the name offpatriotic, enlight-
ened, and resolute girl’ soldiers!”

These words were like @ sharp knife thrust into every
heart, Some of us were shedding tears,

We did not sleep the whole night, but sat on the
drill-ground and shouted slogins and sang and made speeches
until dawn,

ary training  Oaly
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Although the girl cadets were to b: scattered, their
spirit would live forever, The revolutionary seeds had besa
sown in every city and every village of Chin1, I had
firm faith that the finl victory would be ours]
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SHUYUNG; HSIANGH‘STAB SANSAL, ANU MYSELF

all ‘Boughit the same kind o\‘l{blta Siflr, 23d sathmade a
long: Western « dress: without's any: high- collary because it
was easier to cut The so=called "We&fzm dress” was nnﬁ
what the fashionable Westera ladies wore, but a thing
without any buttons, wm. la V-Shl\ped' couu to be'slipped
over. the head; | ¢ £ i i

Our hair was very short particularly Shuyung’s;
which was shaved like a taro, This was the most di icult
part toldisgnise, ‘and mo matter whit ‘we'did people would
know ationce that we weﬁn“ﬁxls ‘who had’ carried gung;
M people would] recognize us:e wou!hmmt
compkxlon and our, rgugl‘ haiuds_ i

“When ar we g'mn to put this umfcrm on o
When I said!
Shuyung cauld -het help - mbhng

Hung aione cime” to sesius q(j qtyha tmn A month
ago, we were depnrting for Western Hupeh, so pm\g
proud: snd excited- - Today whon waiwsre leaving Wachang
for the mepond time; the sky: was-
how ng, and. our th aere, e
ment ard sileat ra r.xge Sadness was written on everyone’s
face, Had we no th 4 strong fai th, that hope of the
goming of n new \vnrld bo dominate sud lure. us -on, who
yould thmk it wmtn w}ula to continue this nmamm:‘eq
life? Was not the railrond track a good place to end cur
hves?
Internéd by My Motier
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Two thin little sedan-chair carriers carried me step by
step nearer t5 the home witich 1 had left two years ago,
My heart was feeling heavier and heavier,

Looking at the new house for the first time, 1 heard
a faint sorrowful voice whispering” in my ear, “This is the
prison you are going intol”

But I was not afraid; I had made up my miue to
come back, and I believed I should be able to break out
of this prison even though it was so strongly built,

Home again] My mother, sister, sisters-in-law, aid
many children came toreceive me, Their faces were berm-
ing; they held my hands tightly., The children pulled «t
my dress and said, “Remember me, Auntiep” My white-
haired grandmother was so glad that tears stood in her
eyes,
“You are much thinner, dear,” she said, “You must
have suffered much,”

Mother was wiping her—eyes with her sleeves, and
Sister’s eyes were moist, But little Yunpao pulled my
hand and asked, X "t 5

“Did you bring me a doll, Auntje””

1 went into the main hall, and there I saw all kinds
of furniture puinted red and green, shining, glittering, I
knew these were part of my dowry, and I felt sorry for
Mother for wasting so much meney,

After lunch they took me through the new house,
The rooms were hig and high and sumny, though Juite
old-fashioned, There was plenty of light and the good
country air of the village, ¥ .

“See what  your mother has done for you!” said
Mother, “During the two months they were puinting tae

— 101 —
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furniture 1 hardly slept, On windy days T was afraid the
dust might stick to the golden foil, and I came and covered
Ty the: pleces with oilcloth, Tn the daytime I was zfraid
the children or the sparrows might dirfy them, ' And then
I had o watch the workers every day, or it might ot
(hve Been finished'in two years, ' Now thoy are afl painted,
21l thirty of them, The bedding, even the:mosquito yiets,
all are ready, Wbs were just waiting for you to come
hgme to'make the (drasses? | 'She ‘sg;d #tall in ‘one bre: th,
but I did not_answer a sing rd, - Lbentymy head, and
‘she thought it was g:rthz :
1 did; not kugW how te: begm 511, D 05 sy, it
‘was better not to s amth: hout tlf ang\gement b&
Yfore Father mme‘bac}._ w *was a stubborn woman,
~and it -was noy use talking ﬁp;hlr_q 1 passed tiwo-days like.
a damb person. ~ But in the 2 HeWs, spre:\d faster t}nn
by’ the radio,The Hsi ily 1 was Tioms, - Chuitin,
_the uncle of my, fiauce, wrote.a lstterto dur frmily ¢sking
for the wedding date;; Elder Brothershowed mo the ltter,

“How are you goingy ol answer?? Mo asked, 3

“Ask them to wai till Father comes”

But how was T to settle the problémp < THe 'weddiag
date .could .not be put off too long, If I did nob hurry to
brezk the engagement it might be too late,

1t'50' happened that Father ‘returned that very night,
After reading the letter he came to ask.me. what I thought
weuld bs a suitable date,
© + “Father, "I ‘have come home especiilly to settle” this
matter,” I began, “You must remember the letter, Lv;mtn %
you, T ewnmot possibly live with Hsiaoming, W6 are not
even fond of esch other; indeed, we feel absolutely nothing
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tow:rd each other, His id his interests, differ, altogethier
from mine, I cannot underst'nd his character, I just de
not understand him, How can f be his wife”

“You don’t want to live with him? Do you mean to
say_you wish to break the engigementp” F; ther shouted
and banged on the table,

“Yes, T have come back to break it off,” I replied
4ulmly_ it

Mother shouted, angrily, “You can’t brezk the engag-
ement unless - you leave this house and never come back,
Now that you are here, do you suppose you :re going to
escape from marriage by running awsy? No matter whit
you do, you can’t escape” She ruised her hand as if to
strike me, Father left the room puffing with anger, and 1
could not go on; and went to my bedrocm and wrete a
five-t é: d letter explaining why. 1 did nct wort
to be married, X

~The next days to my: sutprise, Father did nt seem
to be abit touched by my words, but, with & severs
countenance, started berabing me;

“Your reasons for breaking bhe eng:gement are evident
in your letter, First, no love, second, difference in ideas,
Let me snswer you: “As to your first reason, love evaty
only between husband and wife, Love begins after marriage,
and not before, You are nct married to him yei, so of
course you don’t love him, As to your second reason, the

“ideas’ comes up ouly bebween revolutionary
. net between husbands :nd wives If you two
sare united, you will mike a ‘husbanising-wife-accompany’
sort of huppy couple, and you will give birth to sons for
the ancestors, Then you will be a model of the ‘clever
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wife end wise mother,’ You are not going with him £o join
the revolution, Why should you ‘need the same.

“Father,” 1) replied; “ovel alter marriage  is
philosophy, a strange symptom of the old society, Nawad'xvs
man and woman become husband and wife throueh Qifferent”
stuges of smotion, ; First they, kuow each othef risiriends
and the affect o1 of {riends develops sinto; beue love,
when love reaches ifs highest point; they unite and become
life, Th'\t 15 What

your

mezns, As to

: : " eyen' more
limdpoiting, s iparsdia whioss ideas difler could nover b
Arie-ds; How “ritich anore’ shodld:this be Arue of marridige
which should e ﬂ\o basis . MW for i lifebime 1
their idess pie
will not last, | ot

S the Slder timie TR Do ﬁm “wes simply to make
@ happy family, Today-whea | 5 persons Tva: Wertied, tey
don’t ‘trive only for selfish- . .Bhe ihief thing is
fhat they, mush {gsnﬁ\pr sdcietyeThey, are -sincere
friends and faithful comrades; @’ husband and wife,
Hsizoming’s ideas are uf i efe‘nt from mine, The first
fundemental for ‘a ‘marriage with 'me s lacking”

gk iy fathér §kclaimed, “Idensy What' nsed: has

& woman of such dangerous revoluticnary idessy Of course,
you have had several years of education and - you will be
allowes ta be,a primery.school.tencher aiter mariage. I
don’t think he will object to that e s

" “pontt argue with her any ‘moré” Mether burst cut.
“3he is not eveh humany Wc' are her prfents; How dure
éhe oppose tsp What kind of witeh house /is: the ischoolt
Every girl comes out of it bewitched and demsnds the
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breaking of the ungngemeut her parents ha\e settled] She
has to break it, however good it &7
#Of coursz,” | 1 said, “How can parents lmow what
kmd of husband or wife their child should haved Marriage
is a great part of Iife, Everyone has to choose fcr herself
if marriage is to bps successfull®”
T knew these words, would pmvoke‘them more th:ul
ever, but if 1 did not say them, my head would bursty
“utragesnst’ A ‘young ‘girl picking a husband for
herselfy”?Mother eried, “Tb‘ I-Imzo .axm.ly has high shld-
ing, - Hsiaoming’s third upc
provincial sssembly
ail stiidied in the ;cities s
vresents from,t fa.\mly; L t m fianes, even come
to congrititlats hf m%w* Gréating
this scandal, Hnw'cin I ever F fncct;giﬂs“pme:n sags,
A goad horss will néver tuea Fomprct
good git! will ‘never i ’ /Dol you remcmber
the story in the Bouk of Hercnn o
Father mtermpte(f‘«y you thin i 8o v6idS fhie Book
of Heroines any more? She l‘h‘.‘:dfunly new novels: of free
16ve; Rewspaper stories dbout how agivl committed suicide,
becpuseé ishe could not have-freedom-in manizge, and how
a;hoy. broke. with -his. family because he hated the old
conventions, . She is affected hy all this and is tmning
s, agtinst the conventiomst? - i
“The oli conventions were sot by the Sages thonsands
0. Mstheps tons bacame more and mots sciere,
ou, a wiel, dire to defy thémi Dot you lnow
ity-monuments were builty even girls of twsive
know the importance of ‘chastity,~ Aad I am: afraid yous.
AU ——
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7

group, who talk aboul freedom,; won't pass a New Year
with » husband even if you marry twenty-four times 3
yerrp"”

T renlized that it was completely useless to argue with
her, The only way was to fight it out, not to give in
until T had brokea the emgagement,

The sun was warm, but my heart was sad and cold,

I saw a man’in 2 long white gown approaching =nd
recognized him as my eldest brother, He asked me what
I was. doing out there .alotie, and-I told him the whole
welodrama that had just. been enacted, ' He paused and
knitted his eyebrows and said, “¥e it not to have
come home, Now that you ure af me, Fthink , |

“What are you  thinking?” I intsrrupted.. “Do you
want me t» sacrifice myself and marry Hsizoming:”

“I. s what. I' mean” < s +25

“No, I cannoby dewill fightito the endt”

“Motber is worse than any dsspo': in_history,” said
Eldest Brother, “You 2 member Imw she ‘made me kneel
down for two hours w'ﬁra Dbasin of water on top of my
head, when shs blamed me for being disebedient to my
pavents and - listening to my wife, -And your second nnd
third brothers and your sister have suffered very much in
their mamage, yet no one has dared fo mention divorce,
You are stronger than all of us, but although you might
ght  outside, you cannot rebel at home” He smiled a
little, but I was serious and said:

“Don’t be sarcastic anl don’t think too little of me,
To tell you the truth, I'knew that I would be either shut
up or forced into marriage, But if I don’t break the
engagement legally, I cannot marry ‘anyone, The Hsiaa
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family could always bring out the letter of engig 1gement
and creats endless trouble,  Because I don't wint Shis vt
trouble and’ bscuuse 1 want to declare‘war formany ajainst
the old society, T have decided to fight it oiit” ®

Poor Elder Brother was looking around every minute,
afraid to be seen talking to me, He said; “I am going
mow,’ 1t Mother should find out thet we are talking, here,
she weuld think I am conspiring with you.”.

“All right, you.go back, I don’t want to get ynu or
anybody else involved”

“I wish you sucms (nghhng ﬂnglo-handed[" Ho said,
and 'went away with a cynical smile, 3

T wandered back'and forth' through! thﬁ fields for some
time befors T went home; 1 did qo{ }er any, supper, for
T was afiraid to see. the cold faces of my parents, and w:nt
to bed as soon as night fell

That day T'began my life as - prisoner,

After jeight \o'clock: the eountry was dend quist and
the night was long, lansly, and dreary, - The family stayed

up late, t'\l’m\g about. me, 1 suppose, The moon climbad
tha oy hnd cast X" ToeBTBRb - my s ARaI et R
mosquito was humming, If it weren't for this little cresture,
I could have believed 1 was lying in a silent grave,

1 tossed on ‘my bed and thought over the whole matter,
1t could nct possibly b: seftled peacefully, My parents
and T were on exactly opposits ‘grounds; I could not yield,
and they would not retreat or abandon their authorily ©s
parents, They wanted t> carry out the ancient law: “A
sen cannot refuse to die, if his father wauts him .7 ‘We
were three generations apart,

( Suicide seomed o be tha best solution, A moment of
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determination, courage; und hot blood, You are pledged
to_war against the old system, , , . Are you now going 1o~
it Death would! bs your: failire and the triumph of
" e old society that lis ltke ‘a‘monster. claiming ltdmtum
amigng the  weak -and faltering - yor Are” you fo b’d'
swallowsd up by the monste; toop Besids, is mot suicide
very sillyp If vou take your own Hfe, the old'sacisty wounld s
onily! gain by haviiie one less rebel, by saving one bullet,
Ate least. you couldlet the .enemy  shoot you and die a
revolutionist’s death, No matter how, to bs killed for
samething would be greater and mor&‘worthy tlan suicide,

The duel in my hend  betweon Life and Deénth lasted
the whole night, and at kst Life wonti 5

The secand night again 1did not slesp, T watched the

moon struiggle theongh thd black cléidsidnd-disuppesrinto
them again,

Deso i AeSnight! 1 opem\ tae window to let t..a
wind coms in, My legs were still swollen from my ‘servics
in the trenches, and wers so painulbhat Lwept. . But
Mother did not evedcallbahmg’s Tyias xsally an dbandoned
childf T recalled how when I wassick, she used to sit day
and night by my side ani care for ms devotedly, No
even if I should dis on this bed, she wauld not coifis
mqmre about me_ I

* The moon shone on the tears T'dropped-on the pillow,
These crystalliks fears, why could not they fly into my.
mother’s hearty O Moon, why could you not bring my thin
shadow before my mother’s eyes? ~Why has she firned
so cold, so cruel? | Was she truly asleep, or was she pur-
posély ignoring mep :

Eldest Brother was gone, I waited fo  a letter from
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4im day after day, but a month passed without a single
word of news, Thad to depend entirely on myselfy

Now all letters sent to me must pass through Father’s
‘hands, and my outgoing letters were even more strictly
examined than in a prison, A letter 1 wrote to Mr, Sun
Fuyuan for Eldest Brother to mail in town, was fc rtunately
hid under his hat and was not discovered or it would have
been found and confiscated, How could I go on with this
life without freedom?

Hsiang Hid a sister, Chingching, a bright girl of
twelve; who did things for Hsiang and me whichwe conld
never forget,  She was -our “communication line, » .She
carried our messages and letters back and foxth Mother
scolded her oftén for acting as . spy, and every time she
was searched and questioned by Mother for a long time
before she was towed to see me,

One day L‘r:: called out of my prison, Chingching was
there, I looked ab her with gratitude amd asked, “How is
your sisterp - Is she all right?” -

“Oh, yes, She is better off than you avel”

Hearing this, Mother burstout with angerj and while
che was talking, Chingching cast her eyes toward the floor
and lifted her foot slightly, I saw a soiled ball of paper
under her shoe, How could I get.it? just then someone
came to ses my mother, and she went out, I picked up
the ball of pape: »ad hurried to my rotm, On the strip
were written thase few words: “I cannot stand this kind
of life any more, We must escapel” &

My cousin brought me. the maddening mews that all
the letters 1 had writlen etly at night to my friends

“asking for Belp had never reiched them, They hadall got
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into Father’s hands, /

I was treated worse than priscners who still' have the
right to communicats with the world cutside, T-was so
angered ‘that 1 fainted -on my: sister’s bed, and they were.
frightened and thaught 1had scm: acute dissase. Kevived,
I could only bxt my chest with my fis T wishied T°
could teir cut my heart and break it and sicw i, drip=
ping blood, to my cruel parents]

It ‘was my sister who mads me realize my foolishness,
“Don’t cry any more, | tle sister,” she said, “They won’t
return the letters even if you, my untnl your intestines
break.” 7 ¥

1f they were going to use aded mebhods, T would
do the samo, T had a plan to es “but when *nd how
could T carry it Gutp - Hsiang lso was being wabched
closely in her licme, We hd %o sturt at the same time,
but how. coud* s ds so i3 e cauld r-nt su éach cther-
and arrange itp
Trigic News

One rainy: evening. A untia. brought“me secretly Third

| Brother’s letter, T thumped befora 1 opened it; I
seemed to know it brou bad vews,  Aad indeed cu the
paper were wiiilen fatal words, - Second Brother hid died
in' Nanking,

And T had just had a 'lelter from him last weckl
Conld he really be deadp

I did not know

w T could live on. ‘It seemned
1 hid Tost/my ows' soul, a1l my juterest in life, and T
no more. courage, 1 want
“the yellow spring” to m

We had been five toge

1 to go dawn wpderground to
my beloved brother,

der, sistérs' and bigthers; and.
—— 21—
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- the one kindest t6 me had been Second Brother, When
1 was in primary school he ‘suggested modern novels for
m: to read, and wrote me interesting lette He encour-
aged we to take up literaturs, and whea hc was teaching
in Shansi, although his salary was small, he would send me
twenty or thirby dollars & year to buy new books,

The death of Second Lrother is the saddest page in
wy life, It is like a deep wound in my heart,

I knew that he was a victim of this ancient society,
1 .swore to avenge him, to overtheow this evil social system,

At night T blewsout. the! light and sat quietly, wailing
for, his spirit to come back, However,. one: night—iwo
night:—ten nights passed in. weeping and sighing, The
Toom was «very, quiet;, but not a shaslow of his spirit
returned, ,

1 wished T could! ciange:my o alithle bicd and
fly with Second Brother: to rsmgm; t5 Chefoo, to the
Himalayas, to the loneliest Cisland in the world, to the most
beautiful forest, to the edge of-the saa,{:o the top of the
sky, These would be' siiclya wide, infinite space for us to
rozm over in freedom, for us to enjoy,

Father could hardly get over the death of Second
Brother, Mcther fainted twice, but while crying cver Second
Brother, she was at the same time preparing for my wedd-
ing, 1 thought that with his martyrdom in marrizge as an
example; perhaps shs would relent and treat me more kindly
—perhaps even let me—cancel the engagement, Bnt she
held to her decision,
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CHAPTER V
\ ESCAPE

A WONDERFUL OPFORTUNITY CAM WHEN
Hsiang and I tdbk burning in 1
excuse to visit-the Chacyang Temp
third birthday of the Goddess of Mercy. Mother bulisved
most of all in this Godless, so that when I said I wanted
5 burn incense, she let me go, Though she suspected that
1 might be making secret plins with Hsirng o escape,
her belief in hersell was €trong, She thought I could never
éscepe from her hands mo m: tisr How clever I wus,
©  Hsiang and ¥'went t5. pr templa oulv to
escape, - We. took our baskets of incense, ¢
and paper monsy,” Onrthg joss s 5
religious daughter. kol Iﬂngk\ng hurm, a stid] u’ incense
in worship of t{n-ﬁcddess of 1

We knelt down and Kowk v
our incesse in 1 huery; hoping' fo-go up s moustain and
= délayed by ‘other women pil-
grims who = nfed u%%‘ﬂi st names for thém on
their incedse shicks, and not witilwe figistied thtdid we
have o cince to talk,
At the oot of a rfsh) sireunded by-pine trees, e sat
i’ knées. closejto sa oqu;‘ dry, yellow
w&vg @cham tkg aq nin. wini,

(3 b1
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Lindoof life ev

£ t5 sart from the
S AR s B b
Then £/ mancwhom mother I
bring usiback. came; for -us, and we: had 4o leave ursaidall
el bt was in our minds and, I weat, back fo my dark

samsiy

No\v that " my plin was soon ty be carcied ouf, T
talked to my sister and sisters-inlaw ~nd tod them Fhad
come to understand Mother’s: lovanfor me and wanted fo
Tive dutifully frominsw.ow,-and that Tibelisved that “pare
ents wore greater thaf ‘heaysn. < Whay they heard this
they ssked me doubtfully, “Da you, who hive studied bocks,
believo in Buddha, op2"e i ket | 5

“If those wha d stud[g:l dad not: h*hove in Buddho”

1 raplied, “who praduced ‘Enﬁh»st‘-’xuhas, htimalater
woltne,, for Maiesoni ABaar T 2. |

“When T besan to help Mother in packing my dresses
and cloth -and | thugadfand entiroidery in the trunks, she
beg:n to consult with m= about everything,

“You . can have the .dresses accerding to your cwn
taste,” she said. “Whatever style you like, just ‘tell the
tailor. But don’t muke them too short, Phe villagers here
are conserv:tive, Here are soms pieces of sillk and satin
which T have kept for you for ten or twenty ye s, that
‘oould  be made into dresses.’ Of7this piece of rilisitn,
there will still be-some left atter the guits aremade gut

of it, and this we wnll save. to make litlls caps when your
“baby is bom
L el like tolling her, “Voter, bt

15—
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Put for the sake of my plans I had to be silent,
y Sometimes in the lonely night I thought how. they
wuald feol lnter and felf sorry for them, Second Brother
and T had been f:ther’s favorites, Second Brother was dead,
Aud 1 was going to hurt them more than S-cond Brother’s
desth did. They were like swallows working busily 2f theic
est, “The swallow building her nest is wasting “or swgy,
for when the little swallows’ wings grow. strong, they will
fly away,” This was ‘a song mather used to sing to me
when I was I|Ltlz~ now- it became a portrait of herself, T
could.not help it, A person’s life belongs to society; the
time of being only a *‘parents® Child” hus passed, It is not
that human natare has changed, but(tims snd progress
have cub the( bonds between parents:
The Tirst Escape /= # (= % W
Tt was the exgvt.,enth o Od’x)})sr Uncle Yiwu hal
invited Father, Mother, 'md myself ‘£, breakiast, For
the past six montas Moblierchad declined every iovit dion
to 1, bub tivis dne'Was accepied] We were to have guests
for linch, so'that: Motherthigd #o prepars things and conld
not go, ~law to go with me,
nominally o keep me comp: ctually t5> gnard me and
watch my every word and movement,
The first p;;rson_'! noticed: was Hsiang,. sitting near
table =11 set- with b-wls and chopsticks, I was so
that 1 could have cried, 5% 5
Th> pirty was in honor of a bride and thire were
three tubles, two cccupied by ‘women, Hsiing and I were
as lively as ever and kept feasing the bride. wntil an-old
lady said, “Bride, don’t be.too shy, They-too will bs brides
soon, Tell them some of the practical knowledge a bride
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i s in the village
eohtained’ ohily' six df s it everybedy
seemel o ba enjoying it, -
I\‘nbm.y Lnewt_ £, m.mt}nng was
vﬁ'ch was create a sensation in the vilngs
¢ Alpivched Fdiang's legy tHat meaiit “Now is bus chance,”
S Wine! tups; wers [Being: Filléd ani  vefillsd, and the
courses were to being served one after ancthery
Suddenly T pressed my stomech hard with one hand,
and bent oyer!and lcriedi ‘@ut with ar expression of uncont-
‘vollable pain, They laid down their chopsticks and looked

to happen

‘I did nct cover miyself @roperly and (caught a cold
last night,” 1 said, “New I think 1 have eaten too much,y
Pleas> excuse me”

“With tiis as an excuse 1 loft the table and Hsing
went with ‘me, and we wentiinto the privy. -

“This -is the hﬂge]k- I se ni,
 We ran out to the hill behind - ths htmee Two dogs
barked fiercely, and a woman came out of a hut, staring
at: us, We: tried to appear ¢alm and ‘slackened our pace
to an easy stroll, But I was as excited inside as if my
eycbrovs had cought fire,
LN G ngiid{’s‘ﬁa&ik’-‘f'éﬂeﬂ, ““The womsn has gene in)”

Ferr filled every little ell in our bodies, Ws turned

into 2 marrow. br-p: £, Oar legs rolled like wheels, and our
bodies mads’ moving shadows ‘on'the rics fields, Perspifation
fell I'ke raindrops, and beth of us wera bresthlsss and tired
as a camel after. carrying a . tho ’nL-(J.ty lord, but we
;Iaroj nct rest or even slow down,
e
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We passed (ield aftet field #nds hilll stpen Hill )
“Gosd-by ta thit dark prison, o:r old feudal yilk gor”
1 \vhnspered 3

w‘th the hntmnn dbeut his pm‘b, »uddrx) 3
saw. Mother behind met. Two :sedan chair

“IMohter was lan extremely pilished politic
Pot show a whit' of angery becuuse there were so

day] Bnt 1t hsn't it el \et snd t‘m Wi
saimg”

“You can sail,"except ‘that the wx\tu isa kittle low,”
said tho bostman whe w: nf.p« oL Ll S ta i, sgme
mopey, >

“““The boat wm h:\e to go Iowly
Low" Motker continued, “it' is Tetter o sti
for the diys yeu weuld waste ¢u the W

1 “Young: pnph ure: a.lwpys ma-.t:e.xg P o}i man__
nxd fanocently, “Do you want them to go. bucks” .

“Yes, 1 want them to eit a chickeas =t howe
before! they start, 1 am sorry, , bbthars we shall hive T
give you business after Father Heéaven gives us raint”

Our attenipt te escape was told nll ‘over the vill ge T
snd in Nantien, - 3 2

“The two little imps were ronlly bold to run s

o
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In brod daylight from o thres-tub'e bre k
wTHiahe s sl Tk and 16 -hoov
begin tor e Holiresls :
i Ahghiy The, wrld |
dnring to run away] What a scand: {75

into the fire, Chingching Xi“léd.nuf T ¥ ews
Even my s and ussbersein-aw asd’ rimts
nllowed to ses J o M LTI ANS

e, T heard the bnrkmr of d
whebher T sill hal %o body, ot iwhat
my ;soulleft wardesing inbhis villigoss ot E
The Second Escape !
It was a dark mzht mﬂ: a’hght d.nzzln whm 1 tried
for ‘the second time o run away, =
<Mother had been. picking miy trunls lmd, tired onf‘; 3
; she ‘had gone fo bedyearly; s soon as Fheatd ‘her 's@oring,
1 thought of escepe, The- dmon it 1giright. was securely
“locked, while the one on the left led to Hother's roou, The
window was nailed up with many plan}s, anl there ivas a
big pile of bricks and stones outside, ‘T decided’ that the |
best way was to kneck on Hn door - lending to: Mother’s: «
“room cn the pretext ofm oul tp a dn . of teu,_n
Fortun *+15, it wis Fither who came to open the door,
He did "t suspect anything could happéh on thiscoll rainy
night and, ns <oon as he had opened:the dsorin the dark; -
ke groped back to bed,
1 heard  Third- Sister—inelrw’s: déukhter crjmg ‘and:

)
B E b

er
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knocked at her door and asked her if the child was hungry,
She was surprised to hear me at her door at this hour of
the night, and only aiter I told her that I h:d Mothet’s
permission did she dare let me in,

@“Let ms sleep with you tonight,” T pleaded, “I had
an awiul drezm 2n T dare not sleep alone.”

“OY no, if Mothr finds out, she w il scold me to death,
Let me light a p and show you back”

“I will be responsible for wivitevir happens,” 1 aaxd.
and lay down, + 3

A few minutes lafer Mok
held the lamp close above m
'b to sleep in’ ystr own Toohf™ -

Third Sistesin-law haard 10y snoring mn ‘Wousht ot
I was really as'ecp and said, “Don’t wake
yreally no barm in ker !leepm ‘here for n miglt”

SAT) vight; U sHo' d.,sappwynn"'mﬂée responsible{””
said Mother, . -

“Ncnsense, How €ould, l 1058 @ perssn whue sleeping

in the same bed: with' her!" ik

It bagan to rin harder and harde the ni;ht was pitch
dark, Sicter-in-law, exhusted from looking affer her child,
slept soundly, Noisclessly T  crawled out and opened the *
door that led to the mountain path behind Our black dog
began fo bark, then recognized me and stopped,

T followed = little road up the hill, I would not go to
Nantien this time,: Then.I thought of the coal dnggen in
ﬁa hills, snd was afraid;

The rain ceased, and there wasa htllo beam of gray
light in the sky, Could it 'te that Gnd had sent me this-
wray of light? 1 bt

came dnbo the roomd’ She
G end

r, Thers ‘is
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Tie mowtain road was uﬁpven and slippery = fter tha
zain, 1 fell four times and my body and my fice we:
covere! with mud, T ram ag fast ag-Feould, 25 if {4ouss
of eb 5, were on my track, I,sh?p
the o lnttLe Jbrook, and m
cut by thorns, 1

oW I".

Bub my Ieot 'sv \(.wy

L 1 {e; sut dowa

fﬂure

folding o torch knﬂ,
“There sie isf”~

’?d-'kr* AL

Back mth us/¥eur ihut‘-er’)_‘ \hnmg boit your i
They drugied;me home by force; i 1S o 1215
I saw the black dog ining | m fx?nt of us, 11: was
\vadmi = 1

King 'of devils, N
jng ot me With 's1d and swollen 6;65,"T lookel' LACK L
her to express my gratitude -and misery,

25
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The Third Escape

/7 It was only twenty days from the wedding date, The
Hsiao family had sent telegrams to tell Hsiaoming ta
come back, but he had receivel my uitimatum and did not
come home, The parents of both families were very anxious,
especiaily Moller, who could nct sit still or eat or even
drink her fuvorite wirie, Sk was like an ant on a hot
pan, She could not slecp st night, and cursed me and
blamed Father for sending me to school, She said thut
she should have been a. grandmother long since,

The_trousseau and everything were preparel, but 1
said to my Father again and again:

“If you want to carry me by force to the Hsiso
family, there are only two ways out, suicide or escape’

Futher repeated these words to Mother, He was now
convinced that I would not marry Hsiaoming, but Mother
was firm as ever,

“Suicide? She is using it as a thxeat Escapep When
she is married she will have 0 meny things that she Will
not waut to part with thom, After a weman comes into
a man’s home, she is always as gentle as a lamb, If
Hsiaoming is clever he will be nice to her, and she will
never want to run away”

1 escaped again, This time I disguised myself as a
middleaged peasant womun, and this time it was not sn
angry mother or strong villagers who brought me back,
1t was my elder brother and my brother-in-law, waddling
in the long gowns of the gentry, I found them blocking
my way in a street, I had a sharp knife and, helding it
close to my throut, I said, “This time if you try to dng
me home, I will die belore your eyes|” Sadne: & g
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Elder Brethor snatched the knife from my hand and
held it near his own threat, “If you go back and are shut
up or ill-treated again, you can kill me with this knife,”
he said,

“And’ Kkill' me toot” Brother-in-law said, snatching the
knife from Elder Brother’s hand, “Our two lives are eJual
to yours”

But I wculd not be tnp['eY The only way for them
was to summen the twé strong’ guards they had brought
and force me home,

So T was forced to retura hmue This time Mother
did not say a word, Father looked st ‘me in such rage
thet T had to lower | ‘my head, "No one’ dared to lsugh at
my peasant dress, Only Yunpao asked, “Mdther, why does
Auntie have thit ugly dress ony”’ Sister silenced her by
waving: her hand,

Three days later the me, tchmakgx came in a sedan chair,

“The bridegroom has come, Congratulations]” she cried,

The whole family was as upset as soldiers going to
battle, My sister and third sister-in- law came to my room
and shed tears and sighed, for they felt a sense of tragedy,
Something terrible might happen on tlhe wedding nigth,

Otliers in the family came to congratulate me, saying
such things a5 “M-y Buddha bless vouf” But I said to
them in disgust, “I am going to be a Buddha soon, too”

@ Everybody in the villige was waiting to sce a trag-
icomedy, This monster, a rebellious daughter, bad become
the subject of tei-house and wine-shop gossip,

The Fourth Escape

What I did then, I did not because 1 was afriid of

society, still less for the curiosity of if, but r«e.uly on
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“All right, let her have her natural face” _

From our village to the Hsiao home was about thirty
Y, with many villages and hills on the ,way, There were
about eighty people carrying my tro\sse\u for display,
and with ‘the chair carriers and the band the ' procession
had ‘about one hundred and fitty people and was festive.
with the playing of drums snd horns, Inside the chair I
lifted my veil and took out the little mirror that hung on
a chain around my neck to take a look at myself, the
clown of the show, It was really ridiculous, Embroidered
shoes had taken the place of the straw sandels T wore as
a soldier, My hand-instead of holding a gun now wore a
golden ring and bracelets,

The hardest’ time probably would bé tonicht; If ha
should be unreasonable or brutal, unhappy things would:
happen tonight! If he becomes unressonable and obstinate,
1 thought, I will net endure it, A girP’s chastity must not
be socriticed to a man she dees t leve, T will not make
stch useless s erifice, I will' resist, T'will gamble with my
life but not yield, e

Esc:pe would be more difficult hereufte\" but T must
witch for am opportunity «t any time; If I use my int:l-
lizence, ‘I'thought, and have willl power and cournge, T
shall reach my gosl ‘one day, 1f T had cdurege T could not,
possibly fail, Thus when everyone thought 1 had surren-
dered to the old conventions, 1 was planning my_lanth

escape,

When the sedan chuir reached the gate of the Hsing'
family, the noise of firecrackers became louder and more
constent, With 21l my effort to be calm, mr‘hezrt haat

fast,

s i B
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A woman wearing s new drass came and helped me
out, and we went iuto Fua Tsu’s house to 45t fir a whila
before the moment when they should lel of{ morte fires
crackers and shout, “Tlié ‘ceremony beginsi”

With all the merrymaking, night. finally come =nd the
bridal chamber was filled with the guests who hed come
to_ “tease ths bride” as was custom-ry, No woman wes
present, but tw) littls girls ¢ -ma in with the crowd, Half
of the group were relatives and half wers Hsiaoming’s
schoolmates, At first I +d ce of wood
while they made silly jokes, But. when they began fo be
diszusting, T gave them a lecture, and finally it no longer
seemed funny and they went away a few at a time, until
by midnight they wor: all gone; Hsiaoming drove the last
guests out of the rcom with a forced smile,

I turned down the wick in the lnmp to make the
room dim and seated myself nearhp five wmch w.s gcmg
out, pondering over IHsiaoming’s melan

He came back through the ‘door very quietly, »lmost
like a ghost, I was staring at the fire with my head beat
almost touching my knmees, He put more conl ints the
stove and came to sit beside me,

“I amSorry to havs /ycu go through all his today,”
he suid, “Don’t feel too badly about it, One is rally
helpless with such an cbstinate family” His voica was
sad and almost trembiing, At that moment I bigan to feel
sorry for him, 4

“Whatever play excites the -udience is worth per
forming *” 1 veplied,

“Do you consider what we performed today a tragedy
or 3 comedy?” he asked, &

; i —

s ‘Gumb as @ pie
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“From your side it is a tragedy, but from mins a
comedy,” . g b TN

“What do you meunp Are you still thinking of rans
ning away”

“I amsomry® I osaid, “Let’s talk it over plainly and
calmly, Lot decide upon the end of this marionette show”

Ten minubes passed before a worl wis ‘saidj then I
gave him 2 long discourse on the difficulties of a marringe
without love, He mnodded symp:thetically, but when I
finished he said resolutely: g

“Perhaps the faason yourhaverno love for me is because
T did mot join you in the northern expedition, But I have
lovel you since I was a child, I could hardl}r bear to part
with you, No mniter haw cruel and cool 'you are ti ms,
T shull always lm you”

Whove' i “not to be foresd,” T said, “You capast
farea—twa pesple without lave . rmarntxrmg&_nox can you
ce apart two people who are in-love, You ace free to
love ms, and 1 also frea'not to love you, T cannol prevens
you from loving me, “just «s you cammot persuade me to

our future it is-better that we cud| thi
bly,  You will marry your ideal ‘wife,{ and
she will help you to make a good home; and I shall mikiy
my ideal lover and live happily, This will bz best for hota
of us as individuals, ‘and for the country too, Please do

fo

loye -you, .- Bo

not be stubborn and ruin our future lives’
We talked the whole night, Soms women wers outside
the door. tr')in" to hear ms; but we spoke.in . Changsha
di<lect which they were not ably to understand,
There was 1o sleep the second night either, for wa
continued our discussion, 5

il
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His mother told him that he was foolish to spend the
precious time just falking, “Since she has come to us in
a red chair, she is a member of the Hsizo family, dead or
alive, You are ler husbund, Do whatever you like, Does
she dare £o disobey? Only a dead cat will aliow a mouse
to pass by his mouth.”

To be fair, Hsiaoming was a good man; he was not
boorish and he did not insist, He understood my character,
my thoughts, and my determivation, knowing that the
matter would become more serious and the selution still
farther off were he to use force or threats,

But he said, “Ming, why are youso cruely Iam not
a gangster or a beast, I won’t eat you up or harm youl
Believe me, T will carefully guard your reputation snd your
future, Can't you give me just a liftle lovep I will
accept it even if it comes out of pity for me, even if it
should bz pretended, even if it should be temporaryl™
Tears rolled down his face, but though I pitied him, I had
resolved not to be moved by his tears,

“Love is not to be given away for pity’s sake” 1
said, “Nor can it be a pretense, You will bs my good
friend, but 1 cannot possibly give you more than friend-
ship, I connot give up my ideals; I cannot be your wife,

Jf you wish to have the happiness of a family life, pleaso.
end this age as scon as possible and marry snother
woman{”

He shed more tears, I handed him a handkerchief,
and affer wiping away his tears he returned it to me,
It was a tragedy and beyond my power to turn it intoa
comedy,

“If we had called off the weiding before,” he agreed,
o = % ned
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“it would not have mattered so much, Now we huve gone
through the coremony, and everyone s celebriting if,
Ynur father is still here,Tf we have a divorce “ow, how
aim T going to facs all these peopléy And my pareits
wolild ‘rever consent, How could they face other pecple
after having a daughfer-in-law who ran away right after
the weddingy And it would injure your pareats’ nams and
your own, Let us give it a trial; let us live together
until it really is impossible,”

* 'Hearing all this, T began to feel a cerfain intense dis-
like for him, ; The “prestige” and “face” he was falking
about were the last gasps of that ancient system which
he was .,(yqlg to maintain, I decided all of a sudden not
to argue any more, 1i I could reach my final goal, there
was ng harm ploying a little politics] So'I arswered,
“All right, let us leave it as it is for the present, Wa
will find 2 way out”

On the third day, my father w\s leaving and, knows
itig” that we had nob slept for the\last twa days, yet
pretending not to know, he came to my room and said:

“Don’t create any more trouble, Live and be content,
1 shall arrange for you to tench in Tatung Gid’s Scheol
next year” -

Then he turned to Hsiaoming and said, “You know
vou have a better tempor than she has, Yield a bit,”

That night I could really stand it no longer, 1 laid
out the green quilt and weit to bed with my dress om,

_ lceving the red quilts for Hsiaoming, I was as cautious
as a detective watchiny his every m weme.t, Somewhaf
£o my surprise he was considerate and respe t2d my free-
dom and there was no “violition” 1 was gretelul to himy
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though 1 thought he was doing only what he should, But
fis” Kinlness ‘Had = purpsse too. "He Yhew tht T had
sufieted much for, the past six months because of my three
attempts to escape, and that te force e :.gi!h‘ét my
'wns‘:es vmnnt restilbiin 2 brigie edding. 3 <5 S

elegchins ‘cante’ from Changsha, askiris® h:mto
o back to his worl in a highway company; <His mother
wantei never to let him go, but he knew that he would
only sufier ab home,  Why not go-away and. det. mo go
to him some dayp This vas his foolish d.remn, but it
shows the trouble he took to win me aver,

Oa the night of *his depaiture, he told me, “I respa!t
your fresdom, T, too, am under the control of the family.
and was forced to ‘comé Hoime to gothrouih this ‘comedy,
Now you can go; aywhgts you! llkc Bnt T shall H‘hah

love you.”, - st 4

1 wanted. to go wit.h him, L;mf; hu m-thqg would mt
‘it fearing I woald run zway on, the journsy, 1
knew that by yielding I could” gain more, 5o I decided fo
stay at homo, and bo,a fillal dought.r-infi,

I was not s easy ds I tHoughb it would
he went, hs mide his mother respansibla for- \htcbmg“m
very closely, Thet old mistress looked very kind, but in
fuct shs was'no kiq:!er @aﬂ my ‘mother,” On the ground
of comfurting mein my: loneliness, she hired a little maid
to sleep with, ms, \yhn I could not go to sleep and
wuntel to open the door and look at the moonlight, {
found the door locked,” 1 tasted again the experience of
family imprisonment,

Even though the Hsiaos ware rich, they hrred only
ons m:n servant andino muids, just s in my owa family,

= —ig =
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Therefore, all the housework had to be done by ourselves,
Louckily T hid done hamwork whoa T was smull, so I did
not find it hard, 3

T changed my way of living completely and tried to
leacn the ‘ways of country folk, ~ 1 helped feed the pigs
and the hens, sweep the floor, wipe tis furniturs; I failsd
only in building a fire, even after a. few hard attempts,
Old Mistress did not scold me, Sometimes when she saw
me starting to wash the dishes, she would says

“Youl never did this in*school, Dot bother,  You
are still a bride, and no one will dare say anything even
if you dowt do a thing”

A short week passed peacefully, The go-between camo
to chat with the'old mistress every day and she often raised
her voice and said proudly, *I told you so,  Brides always
yield after they- are married, Look, she knows how: to
read and how to fight, and can do houséwork besides,
How much incense you must have burasd hifore Budcaa
in your previeus life that you get such a gdod daughter~
inelawy”

“It is all due to you, We never thought that she
could manage 2 heusehold,” the old mistress weuld say,

From thea on I had a good reputatios in the Hsiao
family, From big to -smull, they all likel me and trustel
me and lost the fear of my going to extremes, The door
was not locked any more, and ths little maid did not have
$o stay with me, T knew that now was my time to run
away,

While I was worrying how fo do xt a lotter came
from my father, 1t enclosed a letfer from the principal
of Tatung Girls’ School asking ms to go to tesch the sixih
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grade, I was so hlppy that every cell of m:
fense, 1 at once went tn m“; pswynghw
them, 2
it is very poar home nd 1 can come n'tm to look
“after you two old peosle, ‘I shall gt §240 2 venr and [
can save ct Jeist $120 a vear and huy-more food for yan,
So T come specially to osk you old people, if T may have
your permission to go”
“What do you say” sau; Ol Mlﬂ:r&u
ming objecty”

“How can he;” said my frfhersinslaw,  #Teaching iv
a good thing, 7t.i5 Mingla-g's mether school, and toduy
her father sent a man speci. ?y ‘to Edwer the letter,
How can we objsct?”

They cons=nted without suspm n,
wh't words te uss to thank them; =

1t was a bright spnn-v mmxg}qhgn 1. finished p-ml-
ing, The children came and 1 hd ab me with their
bright eyes, =nd asked, “Auntie;” “when ‘ars you coming
bacly” Naughty Hustshyeame with. her; Inir uncombel
and said something I didnob likes: “Auntie, you wowdn't
<nd not coms Back, would youp? -

17 Leried, Tl coma hadg twice-amonth,»”

OH Mistress did not hear us; she was. blmy cooking
eggs and frying peas for me to ‘et onithe way,

“Good-by, Mothary! ui as. L jumped into the sedan
chair, using my kindesf 1 saw her Wlpmg hu— eyes
with sleeves,

“Poor O Mistress, you . will .never. $00: ypur nominal
danghter-in-law againi” { thonoht, T falt the <orrow of departure
a liltle, but in five minutss 1 had ‘the smile  of bright hepe
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® my s, 3 =

This last escape was successful, T was not afraid at

all this time, and as T went leisurely along the river bank
under the willow trees; I hummed a tune I made,

Good-by my native village]

My lovaly village 4

With your green mountains gzt

And gurgling brooks,

With prune and psach trees like a
painting

And drooping willows like silken threads——

My village,

That once shook my soul

And buried the gift of my youth,

But now leaves in my heart only a bloody
stain, -

The monster shadow of feudal socutyv

‘Would devour the flickering star

Aud envelop all in darkness,

But rebellion undaunted will triumph,

Good-by forever, my ancient village]
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CHAPTER VI
WANDERING

ALMOST AS SOON, AS I HAD ESCAPED FROW
the family prisen I got inta a Feal prison, 1t seemed as
though God was pliying a trick en m, w.'mh-\}r me 'to
taste the bilter cip of life to the full, *

I was buying a few books for Hsiang, who was still
confirmed at home and neasded boeks to help her pass the
long dys, T had- the package teady and was walking to
the postoffice when suddenly a ysung man stopped me,

“Ming, whers are you goingsy!”

He w2s Aiszs, an ol comrade-in-arms st Wihen, We
stood in a roadiide puvilion and talked, < He told me that
lie was living with Molin now in ths ‘Hsin aa Hotel, He
wanfed very mubh to i1k €5 me and persitded me to go
with him to thehotel, with the baoks usder my arm,

Tt cms like a nightmare] ; We wora arrasted!

Aisze, Molin, and myself were taked to the police
station in cheins, The crowds.in the sbecct gathered 't
wztch us, the children imitsting the sounds of the hugle
and gun fire, crying, “Ti; ta, tadi, ta, ti—shooty” o
old woman- sighed ‘and said, “There goes azother ‘young
gili”

We wera thrown into prison, Aisz: and Melin in a
room, and I in a dark, smelly cell haii the size, With
a cling the heavy lock was fastend.

1t was ten o’clock at night when several guards armed

. guas came, and the jailer unlocked the door and thay
took me to the judge,

The judge was a pun about ferty, with a Japanese
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mustache, He was appurently a good man, but reason
told me that honest men could not be judges)

Atter he had asked my name, my age, my profession,
and my native towr, he asked, “When did you join the
Communist Committee  Where is your officep  What kind
of Work ‘are you assigned top”

“I do not understand what you are talking about, I
am only a student”

He heard my reply and snorted through his nose.
“Why do you have communist books if you are not on
the committecp”

“The booksp I got them from the book shop, Do
you-call the bookseller a communist, toop”

“Confess quickly and we will set you free, If not,
you will be shot tomorrow,”

“My lifé is in your hands anyhow, Shoot me if you
want to, I can do nothing about it, can I;” I answered
dryly,

“Who would kil you if you did nbt commit any
crimep"” £

“But I did not commit any crimey*

“There is the proof, How can you deny it} Flog
her!””

A blow from a heavy stick struck my legs, and I fell,

“If you don’t confess, we will pour pepper water,”

T had heard of this cruel torture, Red-pepper powder
was put into beiling water and poured into the nose, The
vickim would bleed from. his nose, mouth and ears; and
they would not stop until he confessed, Many youths
who were not political prisoners smd they were come
munists rather than face this torture, and thus - courted
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I:helr own deaths,
““Harey up andibalk; - Dé! 5ou' ‘want % batoetiivady”
i ot know anything,» What.do. you wantzme te
confessy” 3
& "{The clegkpwr mﬁmg n he book sund Lm: judga
said, “Tuke het bck, I will mmke hiop suiler laterl?
‘Wien I pass: ‘th(a c:ll of my two Tt ands, o pub
Hist bi5a "Nenrtha T AL et lsksd, “Did vou'say pay-
thing?” A rifle b tt descendel on mx sh ¥ |d.=r belcre 1
conil i answer, -
Molin_and Aisze were- txken sep::
&nd the ot e ;nlm‘%m'—i‘w, for.on & cerbiin noint
their “confessions /were” ub varl.anoo
night watchman, 4‘!5#
be shot ia the momi
1 was brought to th
ceuse we held,
s o e géf

to the mfuvor\, h»c

be axaz,u{ad,iu
tf&amxﬁ; doniections,
o fioned: myifather’s
nume, for lie “had ~tudxed four yein:lmdar u{y labher,
Thh ﬂmglb f)nw& of 1fornintion ch"ngad, lz!se whme pivture,

iy

hvmg oatsxde
" three o’clock
m—fi@ ;\mp’fo t’ Brothor ‘tnde 4 S‘ﬂh faca
= bt Mr K\mg icomfarted ma kuﬂlﬁ
“Dow't woiry, Weil gt you out semoliow,” X
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“T have two friends with me, too” But Blder Brother
said sarcastically, “Sincs you are here, rest'a while, This
life behind prisea bars can be tasted only on rara occasions,”

They went in to see the judge, T told Aisz: and Molin
not to be downhearted, “There is hope for us” I said,

“OiStourse there is hope for you becauss the judge
was your father's student, But we, perhaps ., , ” said
Aisze in a tone of despair,

Molin was displeased with his friend, “I’)ll di if I
have to, What does it matterp”

Two hours later Elder Brother came back, telling me
that I would be set free if a good zuamntor could be
found,

“How about the othst twop” I urged,

“That T don't Imow, How could I say things for
them, since 1 don’t even know themp

This he said especifly loudly for them to hear,

“I won’t leave this place if they can’t,” 1 said, -

“But whyp”

“Ihey were arrested because of the few hooks in my
possession; It was I who got them into trouble, ii T can
bé set free, why catt theyy” >

I kaew 1 had a good argument; Elder Brother could
not disregard my friends because of me, and the judge,
being my father’s student, would not dare allow anything
to happen to ms, It happenel, too, that n friend of Aisze
got the news and came to help release them,

We were freed on the fourth duy, # During the three
days i prison each of us hd vnly a bowl of noodles, Which
cost. us two dollars; but the tusté of this bawl of noodles

was better than shark’s fins or any delicste food]
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1 had no opportunity to see the othars affer we left
the prison, I learned later that they went away imiserable,
worried lest 1 should be -taken homws a{am
Schoolteaching <

“Here is a chance,” said Elder Brother, “Mr, Chang,
principal of the Fifth Provincial Middle School, needs a
Chinese teacher *for the primary school sttached to it, I
will intrsdace yeu to him;-he:'is very willing to belp bes
cause he too was once Father’s student, Pack your suit-
cases and go with him to Hengyang tomorrow,”

How happy I was to hear these words!

T took up teaching first because T wanted an indepen-
dent life, and, second, because there was no_ other course
opea to me, Thus it was that I came to bz a teucher
and to lead the “chalk-and-blackboard life”,; 1 do nof
regret it, because through if I recsived a lesson that
money could not buy, £

At my introduction to the ,pnncnpa] of {ha priary
school, I could see he was mot Vga.inu}g a good irépression
of-ms, He did “nét expect a young woman teacher, for
he thought, as society thought, that all yeung people could
do was to upset everything they laid their hands upon,

My bedroom was next to the classroom of the fifth
and sixth grades which 1 was going to teach, I did not
sleep well that night, for T was worried about the next
day, 1 love childen, but ab this-mement I had completely
forgotten about them, I was asking myself why I could
not continue my elucation like others, why I had to come
here to est chulk dust, Moreover, T was doubtful of mysel,
“Am I comp! t to be the teacher of childreny”

The drende! moming finally came, The principal had
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told me that my job was te be a class adviser; I had to
g0 o the morning meeting and talk to the students, And
when it was my dzy, I had to call the roll, ge round.and
inspect the bedrooms, the: classrooms, and write the day's
report, I was not supposed to leave the office on th: t day,
1f [guarrbls came up bstween the students, I was to settle
them, 1 listened attentively, thinking in my heut that
the work weuld be .woll-nigh unbearable, But I had no
cholce

At'the assembly 1 stood like a statue ason the drill
ground, When the whistle blew, the children listened to
the report. of the. teacher in charge of the day, but their
Tittle eyes were fixed on mel 1 got stage fright and my
face was burnmg so that 1 turned my eyes away, No,
that 'is wrong, -1 thought, The principal asked me to
watch the students during the meeting, I turned my head

A <

- What a terrible faeling fo have three hundred pairs
of eyes focused on me} Thcy‘ snm‘d te he cuunting the
hairs on' my head,

The whistle blew again, and the students began ‘fo
file back to their slassrooms, “Mechanically 1 followed the
students of the fiith and sixth grades into their classroom
and went np to the teacher’s desk, I knew my fece was
red, because it was burming inside, The I spoke to them:

“Fellow studeats, T am just a big girl, older than you,
freshly gradu-ted from the normal school, Tn fact I did
not! geadwate, because 1 went to join the army for one

year. So I do not possess. a diploma which is necessary
when asking for a job, I am not qualified to be your
teacher, because of my youth, but I can be your friend,
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If you have anything that you do not understand, let us
study and-discuss.it together, I wish you would breat me
as'a fellow Student and not a teicher,”

The childien were smiling af- me when Ffinished,

From that moment on I became a teacher and a slave of
souety Povsrty bound me like a chain,
" Peaching took away all my time for rending, but T
hiid ‘my reward, for I enjoyed evarything the children did
or said—their maivete; their innocence, and their unspoiled
charm, e f

A ‘unfortimate thing happened inthe third month of
my teaching, The !aculty of the school had eriginally
been made up only 'of men, T was the on}y wemn teacher
and the yo%ﬂm those: teaching: the upper grades,
They were naturaily a little jealous, especially the head
of the primary schnoL -~

One night the primary head. um to my roum He
was already seated on the stul Before 1 “had time to stop
him,

% Hmng, wht is y.ut' sptabh bwuusi" I said
with a forced smile, -

“Nothing special, I'm just druppmg in for a talk”

“T am sorry, but T do not receive men guests in my
room.”

. \“Ha, bal. All right, T zod:bq:,”, “He was able to
affect a smile, “You are very well-read and your msthod
of teaching is wonderfui, You have done a lot of good to
the students, But you are sacrificing yourself too muchy”

1 pret: 1 not to tand, “Sacrifi Not a bit,
1 get pay for my work, B@sxdm, T ouglit to be glad to be
| of some service to society)”
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~well said, well said] But there is an unlimited
future for a ‘persen as talented-as you arel”

I knew he was groping about for what he reaily had
“in mind, but T interrupted again, “Yes, T wanted to con-
tinue my education, but for friendship’s sake, I could not
refuse Mr, Chang’s invitation o teach in” your honorable
school, As soom ‘as the term is over I shall be going,
Thank you for your interest in my futurey”

T said this in a sarcastic tone and felt much better,

After he went away, T went to ses Mr, Chang and
terrned thet Mr, Huang had a. relative waiting for the job,
and wanfed me fo ledve as soon as possiBle, On my part
1 could not endure it any longer, I could mot breathe in
that suffociting atmosphere, As T hadino patiance to fight
with others for my-job, and rather: pitisd the one vlho Was
waiting for it, T decided to leave, -\~

Ten days before the graduation of my; chs; 1 went
away guietly, Buf ths students lad learded of it-and came
one by ome to say good-by.

“We will meet each other later,” I told them_ Lo g
hope you will all work hard, . .** My eyes were red andy
1 could not say more, 1 looked at thom for the l:st time
and went on my way,

There was still a month’s salary due me which T did
not ‘get, I had twently dollars with me when I left
Hengyang, 5
- This blow which I received on the threslold of iife
made me realize the wickedness of society and of the
human heut, Pretense, hypocrisy, “the knife behiad a
smile}” -From- this incidept] I began to realize that a girl
could not stand on her own against the old forces of Chinese
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CHAPTER VII
HUNGER AND LOVE

MR, SUN FUYUAN ENCOURAGED ME TO GO TO
college,” He was then the editor of the Modern Monthly,
He made special. arringements with the college to enble
me to pay less tuition, and said he would psy for my
board,

1 was most anxious to study, but I could not let other
peopla pay for me, I was willing to wark for wages, and
study when I could save enough t5 afford it, 1 plealed
with Fuyuan to introduce me to the manager of  factory,
but hesaid: “I don’t know anyone in'the factories.”

“Then T will work anywhere,” I siid," “I could empty
waste baskets:or scrab floors.” -

“Then work here] And at mzht you. could still write -
a little, Ha-hal A mcdsm ‘bond-maidf”

_He thouzht) was. joklng and langhed and turned back
to his writing,

I felt sad because 1 couldn’t find work, but luckily
Mr, Chien introduced me to the School of Arts, He said:
“The heads of this school and many of the teachers are
revolutionists, You, as a girl soldier, can be taken in on
a scholarship and you can sell some articles to pay for
your board and books” So I boldly enrolled in the second
year of the Chiness department, ‘

My room in the dormitory was for eight persons, but
because the school was still on vacation 1 was alone there,

In that clean, bright, sunny room I was almost satistied
with life, When I thought of the family prison, T would
still shiver, 1t was as if I were dreaming, }vnnderiug when
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Mother would eome and make me go home agiin,

1 began my struggle with poverty, Fer two days 1
ate enly four very small hot cakes, But at night I could
read all 1 wanted,

On the evening of the third day, as I lay in bed read-
ing a book on revolution, there suddenly came in a girl
clad in'black, sent by ths principal’s wife, Her face was
beautiful, but pale, and under the lamplight it leoked as
if she was made of wax, She wore black-rimmed glasses,
Her dress showed that she was a modern girl,

Her name was Manman, She told me of her life: “My
father and brother had all been-officials. in Hangehow and
we lived lavishly, When 1 entered high school I jojned
the revolitionary work, In 1926 during the Nutionalist
Revolutien I was the head of the Hangchow Women’s
Association, When the t changed they wanted
to expel me and T escaped,. ‘hmyduldhud 1 was engaged
by my parents, to the son of a high official, He knew
only how fo play, and I decided to brédk the engagement,

*‘When 1 escaped, I planned never to returnto Hang-
chow, If the revolution had not been successful I should
not have ‘beea able fo break my engagement ”

When T learned that she had gone through the same
experience as mine, I was so happy that 1 hugged her,
‘We became great friends,

After’ a happy week, there came thres girls with
Szechuen accent, The way they-were dressed made peopls
shake their.heads, . Their:tight red gowns, trimmed with
light green, were very provincial; on their faces each had
at least four ounces of powder and rouge and the heecls of
their shoes were three inches high, The moment they came
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they wanted us to move into the back room, and let them
have the big reom, Manman and I were unwilling, but
the principal’s wife teok their side and we knew that we
must live in peace with them, so we moved into a narrow,
low room with very poer light,

When the school reopened, all five of us ate together
at one tabls, We often quarreled, They mever went to
classes, and every day they would stroll around the school,
dressed in these bright colors, or would go to the movies,
When it rained they would turn on the gramophone and
dance, When meals were ready, they never waited for us to
come from our classes but.ate all the goed dishes so that
when we came enly some.cold rice and cold scup would be -
left, That made Manman so angry that she asked them if
they were thieves,

One day as I sat on the balcony, I heard their sharp
voices saying about me: “If she is so poor that she cannot
afford to dress, she should net-ceme to cellege but be a
beggar] She isso dirty she ought never to eat with us,”

It was my turn to be angry, but Manman told me
not to pay any attention to them. From then on our
little bedroom bscame our dining room too,

Now I teok part in a short, sad episode.

Aisze, Molin, and Chi had all been my schoolmates in
the military scheel back in 19%6 and we became good
friends because we were all interested in litereture, Aisze
was the eldest and Chi the youngest, Molin was the most
social minded; he wrote essays and he was often made
the chairman of meetings, Aisze was studying fairy tales
and had many young friends, Chi was a young poet; he
talked little and was serious and melancholy,
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They all liked me and I treated them all like brothers,
Once when we were talking about the future I had said:
“After the Wictory. of the Northern Expedition,  let us all
refuse to marry) We will ferm 2 big family of brothers
2nd sisters, - During weenc “days “we ‘will each  have, our’
work to do and during Weekeuds we ¢an be- tog rethex_

That was our Toolish ide:l «nd of course it coiild 'never

materi- hze o

Alter lewving school we had each gone our cwn way,
When 1 wa§'imprisonsd by my: mether; Aisze came to my
villare $o see me at'some, risk,  Later in “Changshi we'|
bad been in jail tagethax with Bﬁolm‘ Aa.gze was the ene
who pursued me most v-gcrbusly Chx had corresponded
with me often; but “foria loag time T did’ not think that,
he was in love m me;' 1 Whenrshe: was jin the army, [ hel
had written maay heaufiful- puems I,wme~. nd- ke Lept i

The handwriting i his dmy wﬁsns‘-ﬁm-u s sesame =eeds
but it was clear andy nenk, 7
Now ' Chi eu’dmly ‘began to coms to see me almast
every day, How cvald I know that one d'\yiwmld tnaket:
him so ushfopyp He was teo passionate—no, he believed
in the theory “love above all things” It ‘séemed as it he
could ng} live without love;! but T was too ‘alorbed in
learning and. in-socisl; worky: & vowed n-t to fall i-%0 a
lova trap, because I wanted to work, Bub resSon is cze”
 and.emoticn is ancther, 1 fell s love. with Cli.
H: poured out lis passionate love t> ms, though
rever usked me, “Do youy love -mep” His famiily Wwis in
poverty, His father had died early and he had to supporty
gt L




¥ 1 EBi

W5 T T LB o ABRVBEEATEI T ROV o X
mwmmuqm-ﬂ’amanamwaawmza-u¢
FERAMIR  H—RUR > RELLEF > XHLEHE 4
SRR - 26 H IR o T AR AT g
BT > M o FRXNRAEES LA TR
BT - R ¢ :
rﬁﬁ#ﬁ&trﬂrﬁt%ﬁﬁﬁ&*mwtnk
nﬂir&'wrmz;ammoafﬁ_aaxﬁn:
x##ﬁgnumozmrnﬂ£QM$i ~~~~~ ‘o §

T BT AR o SN B H +
RAEIRAA NGRS 3 —ERMA LG &2 7 - S
IO T A o RAMMBRIREC T 45 > 0
BRAER S AR BB — PR TF— 15k
IR Al © SERY A MR 2 REEE Lk W
WOt o MR HARNLT. » SRE AR » TPLR
BT o [ REHRR—NE R RS
o Jik®EE o

WMWY

T RBLRAEE o B Ibfn LR o REEHE) ]

T ¥ HEASRE c RARSRAS | 170 o

SRR LB N — A7 o At AR BN T >
BRETRIT 4 O TF B bk o ;

RIETIUG > TR AT I T8 002 < A
BTN N3 o R RS > TR L

—190—



four persons, He was willing to sulfer and 1 liked that
and. folt, thet I could help.him; : But 1 iwas also Jnmk
with his beautiful poems, Aisae, who was living with
was bitter when he learned that I loved Chi,, One wcr—
ring I went to “visit Chi. Alsze was there, md he kept
completely silent 'and only stired zt us, Sensing the
siturtion 1 loit soon and started back ‘to school " Aista

er me and- graspel my arm and asked ngrily:
“Why de you lov> Chi? . You kuow it is impossiblet

y sert mé now, Fwill km you! - T have loved you

untii it h's come to t]n, and yuu mnnot run away irom‘
me 17 -

id no attention”to what he said after that, Love
cannot be created or smatched away by [:bru ts; one loves
whomever one loves and nobody his the right to interfere,
I knew-that he was deeply hurh, bub that was no escuse’
for coming aiter‘me like a° madman, A rickshaw cume
along and I jumped into it and asked the driver to hurry,
But Aisze checked the rickshaw. and looked «t me as if
he could swallew me,  “Until you give me a reply, I
won't let you gol” 'he scolded,

“What reply;””

“l want you to swear that you love me and don’t
leve Chil”

“I den’t love anyone, I love mysellf” I said..

That was all T could say to comfort him, He stood
in great di intment watching my i take e

“through the gate of the college, :

1 was distracted and afraid that Aisze would go to
extremes, to murder or suicide, horrible and unnecess:
I resolved to give up Chi, tho\\ﬂh agaiost my will, and t-
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wrge him to leave Shanghai, I wanted o concentrate on
my study and still to keep the. friendship of Aisze, 1 did
net wish him to be unhappy and “yet did not. wish tp
encouwrage his love.

At dusk Chi came to my room as though we had an
appointment, I told him how Aisze had stopped the rick-
shaw that morning and what I 'planned ta do,  After deep
thought he said resolutely:“I wont stay here and make it
hard for you, I shall take the train to Nanking and than
go up to Hankow,” -

T could not reply, Needles were t_i‘-nrustiné into my
heart, Tonly said:- “Let me love you forever in my heart,
Do not be unhappy because we must part so suddenly ™

Someone was sscending the stairs, We thought it
might be Aisze, and Chi fled, I watched frcm the balcony
and saw his shadow disappear under the lwp post,

Chi did not-leave Shanghai that night, Our frieni
Lilin toli me that he. waited engerly for me to some to.
see him, anl he was deeply disappointed and becane very
drunk,

The next mommg Mannum woke me, and  hen 1
opened my eyes 1 saw Aisze kneelmg before my bed .in
tears, He held in his hand a painting, his own, of a
eriminal kneeling before a cross and repenting tJ a bob-
bed-haired girl, The meaning was evident,

1 did not have tim: to put on my padded clot 1
told him to get up and nuf to. be silly and make: himself
" ridiculous, Ignoring the presence of Manman, he begged"e:
me to forgna him and would not get i until T said, I

(ﬂ\"’/l\e \D\I

After { had washed my face, he askel me to take a
—=—103
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walk with him, Again and again he askel for my forg-
iveness, I tried to comfort him, for I was afraid that he
might go' insene, nd (8lowly his emotion cooled,

After Chi left Shanghai, 1 ‘conld not keep him out of
my mind for .2 moment, ; He; sent ietters to- me from
Nanking, Kiukisng, Wahy, and it made me uneusy to hear
of his loneliness on the beat and of his uncertain future,
1 wanted to love him with all the love T had and hsﬂa
hint’ with all the help T~ could give, Though far apqd;
spiritanlly we grew nearer each day, and naturally I felt
colder toward Aisze, and he grew very sid, He asked
Manman about me. znd she said, “Ping seems to be nfraid
of luva She works h-rd at_her sf udies,  You had better
control your emotions and et mike her uncomfortable i

Even today-1 cannot: forget Aisze, and my surprise
thet renson could conguer & man as passionate as he was,
For he hmlly came to me one day and said, “Ping, I
feel that wa dre tno )om;,snds'hould “not think so much
of love, 1 lmdw 'your- m\gamess “to study *and ‘T “have
decided to leave tomocrow: {or Tientsin,” i

Suddenly I feit alone, ¥ hﬂd not known thut he would
bt so clear cut and firm,

That night { saw him oft at his boa it, We tulked all
through the night on the boat, He still had a dream of
the possibility ef love, but T knew that there could only
be friendship, R
Peiping

1 must thank my third" brother for giving me tha
chance to go to the Womsen’s Normdl College in Pei
It was he who advised and helped me to leave the miser-
sble life of a wanderer,

o et A
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T I well knew how hs felt,” The student: of the Art
Coliege were being put in-jail; the :school itself was diss-
olved by the imperialists; the workers on the tramway in
the French Concession were on strike, Every move ons
made seemed fnuwht with ‘danger, My brcther was afraid
that I might get into trouble '\gam and insisted upen my
leaving Shanghai immadiately, 1 stubboraiy refused, even’
when T had only one regular meal in four days, with one
oc two flour cakes on other days to check huuger, Rather
than accept his help I preferred to “drink the northwest
wind” of the Shanghai streets, My obstinacy angered
him'and we stopped writing to’ each other for » tints, But
I was all the happier]  What joy it was to be free and

strained) I-regarded socict: a school where. one cbuld .
leawr if one enly worked hard,  Why go to a collegoy

Third Brother redoubled his efforts to persuade me to
go t6 Puiping, and somehow or ather, wo  pateksd it up,
Manman -said; “You are sospeculiart Wiy do you let go

° & chance o studyp”

Finally 1 yielded and took ths staam p to the north,
Chi, Who had returned, went withem:, 1t was, T rsmember,
the day ;the workers celebrate, tha first of May,

In Peiping my collegze days .bggan and I had six
months of peaceful life, No tuition was reg
fees for board and books and miscellanzous expenses were
provided by my brother, Then £ my surprise, he beught
me a cort, which I wiald have never dreamel of. “The

coat was not very Heavy, buf how much warmer it-sas
fhan thé torn pocd ! gown which was the only thing I had
to wsar on snowy days in Shanghai,
Oh, Chit A happy life was just beginning for me when
—-197 —



BRI TR N RREER wpmwT
° IRBEH TR > BIRT RGNS BREK
HEEAR > R A R AR M A AR
AR DR SRR WD REE -

FBERBEIR » FREER > FURRINBS
B o fUSEREE 0 M R R0 JE T TSR AR IR TR 08

TR EENBN  RALFEFAURET - B
BB BE LA IR 2 W o

F- BRI E PR =R > REH T —
BYEH o £ A

BH EAASEBMTR L T RTRT » MK
Reo JIELAWNGE FREE AFERWET > REE
MR GEAE AR

AR T AP AT ? IV I - %
TR > DR SR AHIIRRYE ? I (ORI RUB L
» DA SR SR > ARSI ST AR > e
THEARD  BRTREREET ©

% b o o (B SRR - A5 TR P T 5
55 1 [ B RERFI o MG —FHEE > £T—
KA > EETRETHOEERIRR S
TR N A B — R T 20 )
| RSB RBEATERSEREE  DREED
BOICr e R RS R T

—198—



you came and destroyed it, You were the one who broke
our love and broke 2lso my ““npiness, But I did not
blame you, I hated the gods Who united in love two
wholly different characters, with such a heartbreaking out=
‘come,

Because Chi did not understand me, did not frust me,
1 decided to separate from himy His melancholy character
and my straightforward way of doing things could not go
together,

I had to break with him, however hard .it was, That
was nearly half a year bsfore our baby was born,

One hot -ummer evening, when my bahy was not quits
twenty days old, a pozteard came,

“In jail, come to m¥ rescus,” were the words on the
posteard. 1t was clearly the handwriting'of Chi, I would
have thought it a-joke, had not the seul of the jail been
there, 5 7
- Wikt was. it~ abougs - Wit -was I o do if he had
got into trouble om his fourth day in Tientsin? I had asked
him to stay in Peiping loager tofie'p lock after the baby,
but he was. too eager to go fo Tient n and look for a job
there, And now instead of finding a job, he had stumbled
into

The same night a iriend came from Tientsin and told
me what had occurred, “T was sheer bad luck, He was
in a bookstore and it just happened that the police dropp=d
in to investigate some matter, The manager was arrested
and Chi was taken to jail along with him, under some
pretext”

Step by step I walied toward the tall, somber prison,
13y heard throbbing, I coull well picturs how dismal tha

0 —==
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prison must be.

Wa faced each other with no words fo sy,

1 'was visiting ome who' was once a dear lover, If 70
we had fiob * sepirated half a yeir agos it would not have .
been” so painful  today, I could huve take:care of him -
and come to see him every day,

“Is it possible to have a l'wycr arranze for. !ml;"

“Bub how vcan we' got fiwee hundred doilnrst” 72

Thet was all our conversabion.

1 ‘l?“l, no littie energy and fime in trylng to get a
lawyer, but With-ho resilts, nex‘ h tdll m(mayl

It seemed indeed s though
Third Brothet ngia Jbaclksto, C* wg<ha m t '-c’a nd
because his. mmn} Ms (less, hia bad to stbaﬁuppun-ng 3
me, The blow twas heivg, Must T wh:p sti-l,mg; Evert
if I could pay, for ?g'b@’ﬂ!kr‘ﬂ*‘* .i)zl,'cl t.o-‘hy
writing for w3
S g
had to p f my bal
Two friends ave up. Bhei. }mrta ‘o, b
extiems paversy, 1 taught ﬁHﬁa :.t cné Bigh
a dollar an hour, ;and tt ;
cents an hour, I taueht £
corre:

g ninety-five papars, a
The_ clssics _suy - “Tenching  improv
improves teachinm,” but then T felf thet this was ealy a
phrase, To.sacrifice my own studies to tesch obherswas
a great loss, anid the notebooks I had to ceirect kept me
busy every night until twelve o'claclk, 5 £
I was surpsised $ofind. thit [ could stand. so- many.
slespless nights, One nicht when fhe electricity had been
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shut off, I received a shock when I tried to tura ou the
main swntch, and tharaalter I did my work urder candle-
Nght, My schedule wis to cotrect ‘pupers witil twelve,
and. to write-articles after twelve when the dormitory was
dead Guiet,

My articles were rqlusad by lbsﬂmg newsphpers bc- G

cause of my radical ideas, ‘friend who wis the editor

of ‘ons daily often said, “Why uot write something .

gantfs‘somﬁtlring that hes nothing to d5 with the revolus
tionp  Is it nat possible? = »
“Dow't make = joke of it,” wesmy reply, “Icannot
live without tlie revolution”
.+ There wasy one ,,urw.pss which. welcomed my
writings, but tna uy Hift: bs or 2 thousand
words, Luckily. it ms%ifd ea*hms umsea mm, p.n
m mnh.cm ¢
“Yingtse,” “Kehlei,’”, and “L: a.”, | Never, once dnd} use
“Piugsing” Somelimés T wrote so, much that Teould get’
fitteen dollars a month, so thit with my salary 1 had
more than fo:t/: dollars,” But my carfare cost seven or
eight dollars & months and I'had to hire-a maid fo losk
nfter my bby and I had to go to Tientsin to visit: Chi
ciice in a while, 3
Chaojen, Yuuhsien, »nd myself shared » bedroom, We
ate together in the college diming room and because we
hed tremendous appetites <nd could not pay for ali we ute,
we cheated, We ponid after each meal but sometimes

capacity for fosd I ever had in my life, and ate three big
bowls of rice and two wheit cakes 7t each.meal, After
finishing dinner we would sok the cook to make out the

—203—-
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check,

“iHow many bowls of rice}” he would ssk,

“Pive, with two bowis of porridge”

“Hunhf What a small amount for the thres of youf”
the cook would say in a suspicious tone,

“What are you saying? So you think we are cheating
youp” we would say indignantly, and what with cur tone
and style, he would turn away feeling thit he bad been
unjust to us, There must have been other cases lile ours,
for one day we found-a ‘guard stindmg at the rice pail,
and when we came to refill ‘our empty bowls he too': them
politely out of cur hands,

“They aré clever] 'l buy some bi¢ bowls tomorrow}®”
said Chaojen) and we Illlghed ‘until hcc‘ came out of our
mouths, H

Once I came fo owg th lnt"yu; seven dollors and the
Mowsd the mmaﬁw&.r payment, until,
reid of meeting him, I avoided. the. dining room, =nd for
successive days I'ate enly sweet/ potatoes 2nd flour

1 spent the Chinese New Year’s eve in a fricnd’s
voiding my creditors, When 1 returned to the
whsien told me _that the cook had ssked for me
s, He even asked Chenma for my trunk, and
ien she guaranteed that I would pay me debt,
all 1 had in the frunk was some old cicthing and
and” books,

covered tha ground, The guest rocm of .our
s often filled with young men in Western suits,
rryific skates and waiting for their gisl friends fo go
kating in the purk, But I, with'iny lesd hidden beiween"
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my shoulders and hugging text-books under my arm; w
be waiting for the street car in the snow that feli ti
Sometimes the street cir stopped rumning and I W d tc
walic in the snow, step by step, ~Ab night the other girls
sat close to the radiztor, knitting for their lavers, or
dozing in their chairs, while the gramophone sang “Dream
Loyer,” while ¥, chewing a few beans and drinl
of boilel water, was Guite happy in my ow

Deep at night when they were asleep the ouly sound
would be that of my pen seritching on peper, writing page
after page, For I hdd to write forla living, and struggle
on Jike an-averloaded camel in the deseif,

Chi sent me two posteards ragulidy e:mh mmtb, He
repurted that the food in prison, wes very . bad and asked
me to bring him more veg ahhs Hasmd mrs e shared.
the food 1 brought with, i
1 would bring also ‘some gaod books,” Tha bahy was very
much on his mind; and he urzed me tocare for her well

The carfare from Peiping, to Tientsig wes more thaq
three dollars,.. With my hotel and.meals, and the Uread,
mest, boiled eggs, and salted vegptables I took to Chi, 1
had to spend from ten to fifteen dollars on each visit. 1t
was a considerable sum fof me und I had to sineb’ saving
8 week before, 1 would cut down my meals and {ake
some sweet potatoes or wheat cakes to stay my huuger,
and sometimes when Iarrived at Tientsin I walked from
the station in order to save money, A

“What relation are youp” the guard would =sk, “Why
do you cry every time you come to see himp”

“He is my brother,” I would answer, *I fsel sad
because he is innocent, He did not commif any erime,”
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Then he would allow us to talk overtime,

© My feeling for Chi was more pity than love, I symp-
sthized with his misfortune, and I felt angered, too, 2t
the injustice of keeying him in prison indefinitely, but it
was beyond my power to help him, If I had had a colder
heart, T could have stopped seeing him. Even in prison he
did not change his attitude toward me, He wrote a long
satire to a friend who was an editor in Hankow, describing
me as a vain and hard-hearted girl and saying that I had
broken with him in order to marry a rich man, The
friend, knowing that he wrote it when his mind was under
an abnormal sbrein,” did nct publish it and wrote a letter
rebuking him, But 1 was net angry, for Tunderstood how'
be felt, The emotional istress’ was inevitable for a hot-
bloode ', idealisfic: youth who suddenly found himself in jail,

and besides hads 1u.~.t pusod ﬂ\rongh this unhappy crisis
in love, As for mysel(, there 3 was no need for I.rzument
or self-explanation, ’rn‘m—wﬁ;mrsm “what kind of a
woman I was,

1 dared mot thmls about our future, T had to brenk
with him, however hard it was for me, but now that he
was in prison I could not give him another blow, I might
have compremised and sacrificed myself, now that we had
the child, the fruit of our love, But my heart had many
wounds and my nerves were shattered, I no longer had
the conrage to pursue love, and even if I had, thet love
would always be imperfect,

I recall my st visit to the ‘Prison, Instinctively .

*seamed to Lkuow that it would be our list meeting, thot
we were to see each other no mere, I brought a lct of
food for him, Before I said a word my tears flowed,
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“Why are you sc sadp Are you leaving Peipingp”
e asked quite calmly, He did not ¢ry easily,

“No,” Tsaid, “I was thinking of bringing the child
and living somewhere near ths prison, It would save
money and you could see the baby then, She is seo
lovelyy”

He dropped his head and was silent, Was he thinking
of the time when we were in love, or of our baby?

“Please look after the baby well,” he said, His voice
was_unusually gentle, Suddenly I felt again my love for
him, I want-d to embrace him and kiss him and whisper
to him, “Chi, let us try once morel”

But the iron bars were betwees us, and bsfore T could
even touch his hand, a voice called: *ire you still stand-
ing therep Hurry along and get out” A jailer came snd
pushel me roughly. /Still I stood g:zing at poor Chi
gathering up the things I had brought, sud as his shadow
disappeared my heart beat violeatly,

Would I ever ses him-againy Eyerything was in a
blur, Stars danced before my eyes, aud my head swam as
if pressed down by a thousand-pound stone; my legs maved
aimlessly without my control,

After "I was ocutside the gate I turned ond ran info
the reception room again,

“Weren't you here a moment agop - Why do you coms
again?” - The jailer’s face was more fearful than ever,

“I forgot to tell him something, Please let me sce
him againt”

“No, Come next weelk,”

I was pushed out, I controlied my ¢sars and went
away, -1 felt that Chi was following me, I tumed my

2
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ing me go,

When could we destroy this prison, thAs prison as.
strong as steel, and free the thousands of youths and
workers held in itz When could we have the free world
of which these prisomers dreamedp Oaly by fighting toge-
ther, without flinching and witheut stop, could e ze<h
a life of peace and freedom and . jusgice, 4

- I trusted the future, Hope took the plice of despair;
eagemess the place of sorrow, If we live, there is always
a chance that I muy meet Chi agiin, for affer all cur
thoughts are aliké and we are comrades in the same
struggle,

Return to the South

It would have taken just a little more time to get
my college degree, Though I was not able to get it, it
did not bother much, But Peiping leff-a decp-imores-
sion on me, I loved itras a beloved persom, I was used
to a wandering. life and could setfle tuywb@ne, but Peiping
was very hard o leave, I can not describe ths feeling I
had when 1 climbed mto the train with my baby, She
was crying because she was leaving her wet nurse Mr,
and Mrs, Hsi Chen held her while I prepared a bottie, but
she cried and cried and would not open her mouth fo take
the milk. I myself had not a drop of milk for her and it
was impossible to take ths wet nurse with us, She
in hunger for three days and four mights,

So with @ wounded heart I took the train to Nenl
carrying my baby, and from Nankiug we went on o ste:
fo Hankow. g

1 did not have enough even for food, On actount of
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the baby, cne of my f{riends sacrificed her wedding ring
@nd another her winter coat to help me get a cabin, 3

The placid river once more made me think of suicide,
Life had become. toc hard for me to bear,
person would have said that I had cor

A suparstitious
tted muny crimes
in the previous incrrnstion and now I had fo endure lhess
sufferings as a punishment,

1 had nething on this earth to live for, Others hod
hope, future, ideals, but I hud mothing, except to worry
about my child, Many a time I thought: “Jump into the
river with the child, If will-take only a few minutes to
end these two lives?” Yet L feit I ought not to think of
i3 the child had commitfed no-crimo; she had a right to
£hs future and $he hed ‘endless iHope, ~ Wiy should she be
sacrificed for mep ;

%.  When the child slept, tears came over me in flcods,
The future wes but a stretch’ of darkness, ' T had settled
the Guestion of Chi by leaving it unsettled ' The guestin
of the child lay before e~ Shoull 1 kees the child? To
take her to. my home was zbsoutely impossible, for besi-
des the disapproval of my mether, tie whele village would
condemn me and my child, To keep ‘er with me to lead
a winderar’s life-was fina

lly impessible; Sheuld I leave
her with Chi’s motker, and yun the ‘risk t»at I would
never see her againp I began to hate my eli for being
too sentimental, =

The baby seemed hardly breathing when we reached
‘Wouchang, Theie we found a woman wha was willing to
feed the child, and so the little life was saved,

We:went to live with Chi’s mother, She knew ncthe
ing about our- separation or the impossibility of cur uniting

—— 215 ==



BETIRN T > BB T o kRl 8
R TR SRR o JARR AU o 4 IR B E— R IR
WIS ) —REMGHRICT « DU o

{

BT LR

U BIP RIS LD E - REET X
BAAEBZE —FE WREREEL 1Blo REBHT
EXBMEBFAERR - WRRZACASERY > B
B30 15 0B G PR MAERRET > R REH SR e
Ko 3

TR SRR RSN AR AR »
BT EEREER  REFEARRBL o REFZE
> B B AR SES > TRGER R R o RAEHIB T —HR
FBEE R ERBSRICTAEN £ > BRAN —
i BABE R bR 5 BT o

RN > WK R > BT —E e RN
WA > ERREEKS o WENR BN E—METF > BRE
oL BRWAET > W

[ a0 KGERETHTREREAT < §

REDIRR > RAEFFR R L Sl > BUER
SEATHi A R > LR BALIE R o AR M BT
AiiRE o RAMEMBIDENERSBE o

=215



sgain, She thought comstently of her son in prison, and
the fact tiat the child and I were with her comfoited
ber 2 littie, She wzs very kind to me, I lived in ane
derk room and wrote with my pen all day long to keep
us-alive, E

Mother and Child

I weat to stay on top of Yulushan acress t‘us Hsiang
fiver, 1 Lnd been there only ten days when my fthird
brother wrote and urged me to go back :nd ses my
méther, My pride w s such-that I would not have gone
batic if she*had ncb-sent  for-me, At luckily Fathers
ieth birthday dpproached, and I teok tuis excuse to
go_howe,

Tiother was = pmud woma, Shg had often wept
thinking of me, buf she wenld wt pl} @y attention fo
me, She wantd todxmoe Liwent to her in
vl times Bk e\i” Lpoursd o cup of
tea cnd took it te her mysdf! but she i
cup, und scolded meuatil Tlay_ dowai i bed and pretendsd
to sleep, ’

About midnight she got-up {rnm her bed, <znd 1t a
small cil lamp, and came to my roem in her pais
She fo0k a blanket. from the floor, and covered me \mth
it, and felt my right hand, snd said softly:

“She ‘is cold, the blanket must bave been on th flaor
a long tims?”

1 wished-very much to open my eyes ani sece the
expression.on her face, but I must pretend let her
finish the act, And then, though myx eyes were not open,
1 could feel & light shining on my face, and a hest which
made me cover my eyes witl my ‘hand.
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Mother directed the light straight into my tace ror
several “ minutes, Then she sighed: “Ohf She is thiny
Much thinner thah when she left1” §

With her soft Land shs touched my forchead and my
hair, and a tear fell on my face, I moved a little, as if
to tell her that I was wakened by her teur, I wished to
opsa my eyes and throw my arms around hir meck and

“Dear Mothert” But T could nét da if,
Slowly she wen{ away fo her bed, I wished that I
could go and Jmeel there-£9 ask “her forgiveness, I had
let her suffer too much, because T-waited y freadora and
my own lile, And now, what had I got after these four
years of struggle2., 1 had lef tho ancieat way of marriage
only fo be enmnglad in_ romance, I wanted, to tfell my
£ haue;tly “During these four years, | 1 have gone
(hmugh all kmls of suliermg'r 1 hive beon in prison, 1
have starves, I have gived DIER to- taby. /I am still'a
persecuted refugee, " My fature is still dark”

Of course I could not tell her these things, for they
would hurt her too much, So 1 _pretended to be fast
asieep and snored a little, T heard Mether crying, . .

Mother gave me the love thit is deep in the heart,
th ve thut is great,. I thought that if 1.did not bekave
mysell from now on I could mot facé my own conscience,
or society, I could not face my own mother; I decided
to go to Shanghai and saek a way out, le._\v'ng my chill
to Chi’s mother,

This time Mother did not detain me, Sha prepared
smoked meat and fish for me tocat on the way, and sent
me oif as in"the old days when I was gumg to school, I
was full of hope agdin,

€y,
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1 can pever forget the littls house in Shanghai where
I'wrot: two books, - over one hundred and forty thous nd
wo:ds, in not quite threo weeks, 1 wrote «ll day «nd all

night, 1 forgot fo sloep snd forget to ent, Sometimes
when 1 felt hungry I would go out and buy a few huns,
and write as 1 zte, I did net even talk to frie d5 who
c'me to see me, Sometimes when they came and wantel
to sit and chat or go out for a walk with me, I bad to
to'l them impelitely, “I am sorry, T carmot talk to you
until I finish my writing.”

They all understood and could excuse me, 1 mude
moré thin six hundred dellars by Writing those two books
and selliing them'to the publishers, This was the biggest

. sum T had ever seen, 2nd I decided to go o Japan and
study in Tokio,

1 had money, 'lhure was stxl-Lm: pnupagt of Chi’s
relewse from prisen, Although there wss andther mun in
love with me, I was atle to mike my reison triumph
over'my emotions, All that I had leff of love was my
child, - 1 was nof ot ease in leiving her with Chi’s-motier,
sn unelucatel old woman, - But I could not tike her to
Japan, 1 resolved to bring her up properly aiter I
refurned from my studies,

Little Soldier

Two years passed, I was driven home by the japan<
ese imperialists in the winter of 1931, after the Mukdeu
incident, I did a lot of revolutionary work again, tock
part iz zalief work :f the front during the Shinghui war
of 1932, and als> did soma literary w.rk, I went to the
wet of Fukien and passed a very hurd half year teaching
in the village schoel, For 2 poried I had an ecsier Lfe
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teuching in a Middle School,

But T could not forget my “Little Soldier,” eny child
who was growing up in poverty, She was now thiee and
& halk years old,

Friends brought me word thet Chi's m:ther bad s:'d
that she wonld not imder any circumstances surrender my
child to me, Little Soldier wis her only comfort whila
Chi was in prison, She had told my friends, “If Pingying
comes to claim her child, she will have to take her over
my dead old body.”

But when I was forced by circ ances to leave
Amoy, 1 resolved to live with my child and not be separated
any more from that flesh of my he'rt,

. On a snowy morning I crogsed the river from Hankew
to Wuchang, As I walked through the street 1 saw a.
child in a pink pidded coat and a big red haf, and shoes
which looked just like those I had sent tc Littie Soldier,
1t was shel T took her-in my rrms ~ She neithor smiled
nor. cried, only stared at me with her big eyes,

“Child, T am your mother,” 1 said, weeping.

Hesitantly she said, “Mother]” Then, as if shs had
done something wrong, she looked at me with suspicion and
was about to run away, < But I held her tight, which ne:rly
made her cxr, Then I looked up and saw Chi’s sister, Yi,
She said, “This is your mother, Little Saldier,”

T called a rickshaw, and we went to the home of
Chi’s mother, I held Little Soldier and kissed her all over,
ber forehead, her cheeks, her lips, her little hands,

“Dear child, don’t you know mep I am really your
mother,” 1 said,

“Mother, why don’t you live with mep” she said, snd
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clung to me as it she had wakened from a bad dieam,
_&he w-s quite excited and pitted my hand happily and
suig, “Mother, will you take me to Shanghai with you?
Dow’t lsave me again”

My eyes dimmed and Tnodded to her, When we went
-intosthe honse, 1 held her and she still clung to ms, When
Chi's mother saw this, sho said-sadly:

“You should come back ta stay, for the child’s sike,
She often asks. far her mother, Though Chi has a bad
tomper and may have m:streated you, your musf excusa
him.”

1 conld mot ansyor Chi’s mother, Iknew th:t T ousht
"o cem: bick, But T'could not make up with Chi, Idid
not love any-uiore., Haw could wa live together?

1 losked sround the reala It was dark as a prison,
its one sm.l window shidowed by the owerhanging eaves,
The bed was tumbled, and there was a pile of dirby dishes
on the tuble, On bhe west wall there wre hiang a pichure
of Chi and myself with forr other fricnds, I sat in the
middle, in a boy student’s imiform, and thay steod arou-d
me, Old Mistress told me that the child would often climb
on the t ble to laok at the picture of me, There was also
a picture of her tuken when she was three months cld,
lying all naked on the table, her body w'.its and plump
and her big eyes perfectly round, Now she was net so
plump, but she had grown prettier, She had jet-black
brows above her lively eyes and her rouge-red cheeks, Her
voice was swestor than mosic and whether she was angry
or happy, it had & poetic thythm, I had never sven such
a lovely childy

I hold her on my lap whi'e I ate, After we had e ten,
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Ol Mistress took her out to the toilet, while ! opened her
trunk to ses if she had enough fo wear, Yi showed me
the letters which Chi had sent home from priscn, She
wished very much that I could love Chi agiin, Ronding
his letters, I was occupied for an hour,

The old woman and the child had not returmed, I
weat out to find them, but there was no sign of either,

“Sister Y1, 1" cried, “We must fiad them] Where
could Mother take her to in such weather?”

Yi answered casually, “She must have taken her to
buy soms candy,”

‘When shail we, mother and child, meet againg
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