DEF., DOC, #2054

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FLR BAST

TR UNITRD STATES OF AMERICA, et al,

LRAKI, Sadao, et al
AFFIDAVIT OF SANAD.L, Joichiro.

-Having first duly executed an oath, 1in accordance wihh

the custom and procedure in my country, I deperse as followss

That my name is SANADA, Joichiro, and that I served as
Chief of the Military Section of the Milltary Affairs Bureau
of the War Ministry from February 5, 1941, (16th year of
Showa ) to April 20, 1942 (17th yoar of Showa ) and that during
my tenure of office 1 became thoroughly familiar with the
Supreme War Council, its functions and operations, and
desire to make the. following statoment concerning the same.

The Supreme War Council was an adviscry body to the
Emperor on important military affairs, but did nct haveo
the authority to independently advisce the Emperor on such

matters. In other words, it only advised or gave its
opinion to the Emperor upon his request. Accordingly,

when there was nc draft of = subject for a consunltation

presented by the EZmpercr, there could be no official

Supreme War Ccnference.

The meeting of the Supreme War Council referred ToO

in Appendix E of the Indictment as having been held on

) e
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June 30, 1941, and which was attended by the accused DOHIHLR.L
was not an official conference of that body because there wngs
no draft of a subject by the Emperor; consequently therec was
no matter for consultation whatever and the members of the
Supreme War Council were not called upon to make any soré

of decisicn,

I hare perscnal knewledge of what oc-urred at this
meeting because the then Director of the Military Lffairs
Bureau, MUTO, Akira, was 1ll1] and I, as Chief of the Military
Section, attended the meeting in his behalf.

The meeting was called to order at 1330 pem, War Minister
TOJO made an cpenins dddress and was fecllowed by General
SUGIY.MA, ~ -~} %cChniefr.c of the General Staff, who s poke
~n the conditions and vrospects of the war in Europe during
the period of a week since the outbreak of h-stilities
be tween G rmany and Soviet Russia, which had started June 22,
1941, (Details were furnished by OK4LMOTO, Seifuku, Chief of.
the Second Section). The meetin; ended at 2:30 pemse

#8 stated above, in the meeting of thatd ay there was
only the erplanation ~f the international situation created

—h

by the outbreak of war Q¢tween Ge rmany and Russia, and there

was no statement of opinion whatever by the war ccuncillorse.

There was no discussirn at all ccneerning the Grenter Bast Lsi
war; that is, the cutbreak of a possible war between Japan

and imerica.
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intes who nttended

of the councillors and As§s80C

The names

the meeting ame AS followss

Marshal, PRINCE KaANINe

General, PRINCE ASAKA

General, PRINCE HIGASHIKUNI

Ge nc ra 1y, TERAUCHI, DOHIH.LRA, OKAMURA

War Minister, TOJO.

s Chlerf

+f the General Staff, SUGIYALMA.

1..8pector Gonoral of Military Training, YAMADA o

Lssociates

Vicoe War Minister, KIMURLA

Vice Chief of

and other
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INTERNATION.L MILITARY TRIBUN.LL FOR THE F.LR BAST

TR UNITSD STATES OF AMERICA, et al,

+RAKI, Sadao, et al

AFFIDAVIT OF SANAD.L, Joichiro,

Having first duly executed an oath, in accordance wi =i
the custom and procedure in my country, I depose as follows:

That my name is SAN/ADA, Joichiro, and that I served as
Chief of the Military Section of the Military Affairs Bureau
of the War Ministry from February 5, 1941, (16th year of
Showa ) to April 20, 1942 (17th year of Showa ) and that during
my tenure of offico I became thoroupghly familiar with the
Supreme War Ccuncil, its functions and operations, and
desire to make the following statoement concerning the snme.

The Supreme War Council was an advisory body to the
Emperor on important military affairs, but did nct haveo
the authority to independently advise the Emperor on such
matters. In other words, it only advised or gave its
opinien to the Emperor upon his request. Accordingly,
when there was nc draft of 2 subject for a consunltation

presented by the Empercr, there could be nc official

Supreme War Confereonce.

The meeting of the Supreme War Council referred to

in Appendix E of the Indictment as having been held on

-le
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INTERNATION.L MILITARY TRIBUN.LL FOR THE FLR BAST

TT'E UNIT‘:D ST;LTES O? JPIB’IERIC;L, et &1,
-ySs -

+RAKI, Sadao, et al

AFFIDAVIT OF SANAD.L, Joichiro.

Having first duly executed an oath, in accordance wi=i
the custoem and procedure in my country, I depose as followss

That my name is SiAN/.ADA, Joichiro, and that I served as
Chief of the Military Section of the Military Affairs Bureau

of the War Ministry from February 5, 1941, (16th year of

Showa ) to April 20, 1942 (17th year of Showa ) and that during

my tenure of offico I became thoroughly familiar with the
Supreme War Ccuncil, its funetions and operations, and
desire to meke the following statoment concerning the snme.
The Supreme War Council was an advisory body to the
Emperor on important military affairs, but did 1ct haveo
the authority to independently advise the Emperor on such
matters. In other words, it only advised cor gave its
opinion to the Emperor upon his request. Accordingly,

when there was nc draft of 2 subject for a consultaticn

presented by the Empercr, there could be nec official

Supreme War Conferonce.

The meeting of the Supreme War Council referred to

in Appendlix E of the Indictment as having been held on

-le
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June 30, 1941, and which was attended by the accused DOBIHARL
was not an official conference of that body because thoere was
no draft of a subject by the Emperor; consequently therec was
no matter for consultatiocon whatever and the members of the
Supreme War Council were not oalled upon to make any sord
of decisicne

I have perscnal knowledge of what oc-urred nt this
meeting because the then Director of the Military Lffairs
Bureau, MUTO, Akire, was ill and I, as Chigf of the Military
Section, attended the meeoting in his behalf.

The meeting was called to order at 1330 p.m. War Minister
TOJO made an openinr dddress and was followed by Goneral
SUGIYAMA, ' 1 %c¢chnief.- of the General Staff, who s poke
~n the conditions and nrospects of the war in Europe during
the pericd of a week since the outbreak of h-stillities
be tween G rmany and Soviet Russia, which had started June 22,
1941, (Details were furnished by OKiMOTO, Seifuku, Chief of
the Second Section). The meetiny ended at 2330 pems.

is stated above, in the meetinpg of thatd ay there was
only the erplanation ~f the international situation created

)

by the outbreak of war I tween Ge rmany and Russia, and there

was no statement of ovinion whatever by the war cruncillors.

There was no discussirn at all cenecerning the Greanter Brast LAsl
war; that is, the cutbreak of a possible war between Japan

and America.




DEF. DOC, #2054

The names of the councillors and associates who attended
the meeting ame as followss

Marshal, PRINCE KANIN,

General, PRINCE /iSAKA

General, PRINCE HIGALASHIKUNI

Genecralg, TERAUCHI, DOHIH.RA, OKAMURA

War Minister, TOJO,

' Chter of the General Staff, SUGIYAMA,

l.spector General of Military Training, YAMADA,

Asscociantes

‘ Vice War Minister, KIMURA,

Vice Chisf of the General Staff, TSUKADA.

and other officials concerned.




On this _ 11 day of _ March 1947
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was sworn 17 thio Dapons who affiwed his s tur 3 s2al

thereto in ths resence of thia witnase.

(Slgned)

OATH

In accordagnce with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth withho.ding nothing and edding noth’ug,

i

Former Major=Geusral

On tkis 1




