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L. Tne un't reacs ~nd micsions of Arry Alr Units operatocn in Faliod
INDO-CHIN., UHATLAIL, MALBYL, and SURIA from 7 Nov 1941 Lo 4 July 1942:¢

1. MATAYA: Sei out ir Apmendir 1 attached hereuo,
2. BURMA®  Sat out in Aupendix II attached hereto,
II 1. Chenega in Air Cpernt.onai Flans in BURHYA.C

A. In orvder %o keep ihis operation en schedul~, the operations

A€ air nrits in BURA. were carridd out without changing the
eneral plan (1 o, uhe destraction «f enemy ailr forces pre-
cading consemplaced ground operations, and thereaiter giving
close csoooderation to tie srounc operation). The detalls of
tMia arc as foilows - Trom 7 Pecemooy 124! to 1 January 1947
the Srd HINOSHIDAL was engnged in a part of the MATAYA omnera-
tion: and a part of the loth HIKODAN was engaged vrimarily
in carrving out a Iimed plan agains® the BRITISH Air Force in
the same area, ¥ '

i

B, On 15 January 1945 “he oth HIKOSHUDAN (thereafter called a
HIKOSHIDAN) , which hed marticipated in the PHILIPPINSS opera-
tions at tne begirning of the war, was sent to THAILAND to
sarry out operaticas, not assigned to the 4rd HIKOSHIDAN,
in THAITLAND and BURAA,

C. 1. ™e following is & summary of the operation plan ef
5th HIKOSHIDAMN: -

(a) Janwry 1941 to March 1947: Location, BURMA, It con-
centrated on the d=struction of enemy air forces located
:n the RANGOON ard TCWGOO area, and paved the way for
the 15th Army psnotration of the THIAILAND-BURMA bordera

(b) March 1942 to thes end of May 194z Whilas destroying
tha BERITISE Air Force in the INDla--BU-MA boreor avea
snd SOUTH WESY OHIMa, it cooperatsa with the 15th Army
Sn the subjiumation of BURA,

N
®

The chain ¢f ccamand was directly from tae Southern Area
Army Gsnsrel Ha, dhey cocperabed with the lhth Acmy.,

2 Durirg these cperations, they coomeraied vith the Naval
Air Force,

D. MALAYA-FRENCH-INDO-CHINA Area:

1. At the beginning of the war the 10th HIKODAN was taken
from the 5th HIKOSHIDAN and put under the command of the
CO of the 3rd HIKOSHIDAN, It engaged in the THAILAND
and BURMA campaigns, On 15 January 1942 it was detached
from the command of the CO of the 3rd HIKOSHIDAN and was
returned to its original base under the 54h HIKOSHIDAN,
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2, In April and thereafter, the 7th and 12th HIKODAN,
the 81st HIKOSENTAI (one CHUTAI at a time) and the
27th and 15th HIKOSENTAI were detached from the com-
mand of the CO of the 3rd HIKOSHIDAN and put under the
command of the CO of the 5th HIKOSHIDAN,

3. In Juvlr the duties of the 3d HIKOSHIDAN were as followe:

(a) 1he security of the occupied areas in MALA™* @nd
DUTCH EAST INDIES and air defense of strabesic
points in tihis area,

(v)  Strengthening of air bases in the occupied areas,

'(c) daprovement of the combat strength and organiza?t.on

of all units,

4, They first cooperated with the Navy at this time; they
also began to wovk with the 25th Army (MALAYA) and the
16th Army (DUTC EAST INDIES) at the same time,

Lits 1. The major attacks in the BURMA Area were as set out in Appendix &
attached hercto,
2. The major attacks in the MALAYA and DUTCH EaST INDIES arcac were
as set out in 4Appendix 4 attsched hereto,
IV, 1. Aircraft losses— BURMA (including JAVA):
TYPE OF PLANE o IOSSES  LOSSES ON  NON-COMBAT  1OT4L
) - IN AIR ~ GROUND LOSSES S
Hg Recce Planes 5 (2) 0 (1) g (1) 8 (4)
Fighters 20 (30) 5 (5) 10 (5) 35 (40)
Twin-engined Light Bouhers 5 (6) 2 (3) 5 (2) 18 A1)
Attack Planes 10 0 D 12 (11)
Single-engined Light Bombers 3 3 6 12
Heavy Bombers 5 0 2 s
Army Recce Planes 2 2 1 5
Direct Cooperative Recce Planes_2 _ g 1 5
Totals 51 (3g) 13 (90 e (B) 94 (RE)
Note! The losses in SUMATRPA =2rq Mal.AYA were ner izible,
2. Flight personnel Losses - BURMA (inec uding ¢&74)
A, Losses in combat 50 (about £9)
B, Other operational losses 6 (2)
Total 66 (52)
3. The major losses were in air battles over RANGOON and TONGOO,
Note: The figures (TN: in part IV) cannot be expected to be entirely
accurate. The figures in parenthesis represent JaVA losses,
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At first“aircraft replacements te the BURMA area came through HEITO,
FORMOSA, but later they staged in SAIGON,

Although the rate of replacement of fighter losses was véry slow, the
planes of the 24th HIKOSENTAI were left in the rear echelon, SAIGON,
when they moved from the PHILIPPINES, This move provided some re-

placements and facilitated the operation. The 4th HIKODAN (8th and
14th HIKOSENTAI) which had fought in the PHILIPPINES, was ale-

left in HEITO and their planes, after being repailred, and fl ight
personnel were dispatched to the front by air,

Until the JAVA operation, replacement of plane losses was almost
100%, In addition to replacements, planes, which had been only
slightly damegsd, were used after repairs were made,

a, After the start of the JAVA eperation, replacements were re-
ceived in successively smaller numbers from the SAIGON air depot.

b. Replacements from the SAIGON air depot were delivered by air
by the flight personnel of the various units concerned.

Cs After the occupation of IALAYA and the DUTCH E4ST INDIES, field
air replacement depots were set up in SINGAPORE, SEMBAWANZ and
BANDOENG with smaller branch depots elsewhere. These werc

bases for the organization and oreparation of replacements.

VI, Coordination of alr operations by the Army and Navy in MALAYA:

1.

The MALAYA operation was always a Joint operation of the Army 2:4d
Navy Air Forccs but there was no command relationship. A suuzrr
Nf the cooperation is as follows:

a. Daily targets and the allotment of areas: .

(1) At the beginning of the war the Navy was assigned Military
installations in Southern MALAYA: the Army was assign=d
alrfialds in Northern MALAYA and BURMA, They coopere ;64
at advance fields in THAILAND, *

(2) a. During and after this period, the Navy Air Force was

principally engaged in the destruction of the BRITISH
Far EBastern Fleet; the army Air Force, besides con-
tinuing its former duties, destroyed transport ship-
Ping and cooperated with the 25th Army,

b. The bases used by the Navy at all times were chiefly
in Southern FRENCH INDO--CHINA, and YELETAR (SINGAECURE),
UALAYA, The Army Air Force used oczcudi-d air fields.

c. Fuel and awmmnition: &ltheugh basically hoth a=na
eed their cwy, when reculred by tias ofrcumstanses
28C4 (Uicined fuel from the oalhany,

d, vommunication iiaison: There wos —adio lizison to.-
tween the headquarters of both arr; (the ¥rd FIKOSHIDAN
and the 223 KOKUSENT4I), and a liz.csaa staff was
1swally seat tc the 3rd HIKOSHID-N “ro;m the 224 KO¥U-
SUMIAL (Nawvy) ., .

ViEs 3. .The BURMA, MALAYA, and DUTCH BAST INDIES areas:
a, Replacement of personnel:
4lthough direct replacement from air force headquarters in
' JAPAN was principally relied on, & portion of the replace-
ments were received from field air replacement units in
PNOMPENH (later moved to KULA LAMPUR),
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b, Although losses of combat flight personnel were compara-
tively heavy and were accompanied by some difficulty from
the standpoint of replacements, generally speaking, special
measures were worked out so that operations were not adversely
affected,

c. ©Serviceability rate:

The number of serviceable planes of all types was mainfain.d
at 60% of the planes on hand,  The number of serviceable
planes of particulary types, from the standpoint of the nature
of the operations, were on a ratio of 3 fighters to 2 lighv
bombers tc 1 heavy bomber, '
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. Appendilx #*1
Questionnaire #8
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7 December léél _ 1 March 1942 .
Table of Unit Names,
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of Air

Units Operating in the MALAYA and

Unit Movements, etc,
FRENCH INLO-CHINA Areas
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‘ i Planes
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Appendix #1
Questionnaire %8 (Cont'd)

HIKOTAI was in FRuiCH INIO-CHINA,

e

The 1lst T-

S .
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NMTE: 1. The 83rd HIXOD f was under the comnand of the 25th army, ard the Zlst

RISHITLAY was attached for the PALEMBANG operation.
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Appendix #2

Questionnaire #8
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7 December 1941 - 4 July 1942
Table of Unit Names, Missinns, etc, of Air
Units Operating in the BURIIA Area,
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APPENDIX #2 |
" CUESTIONNAIRE #8 (Cont'd)
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MILITARY ANALYSIS D1iVISION

uestionnaire #8 ATTACKS IN THE BURMA AREA APPENDIX #3
.'__ ] T - - : NO .f ‘ l
Date | Ohjective f Unit ! Base f Type of Planes i Planes % Bombs Results ‘
i
, T T D - I .
i February} RaNGOON  8th HIKOSENTAI I B:NGKOK | Twin-tngined Lt Bomber; Each | |
' 1942 airfield | l4th HIKOSENTAI BANGKOK i Heavy Bomber time ' o) ' 69 |
- 2-week 31st HIKOSENTAI PITSANULOKE ' Single-Eng. Lt Bomber | two to Ke. planes
- period | + 62nd HIKOSEL Al % NAKARN SAW-I [win-Engined Lt Bomberj four J
| ! ANG | | '
T 5 -1 - T i ] """""il_"““"" e T 1L *"""
22 March, MAGWE | 4th (50th HIKOSENTAI| R.NGOON ! Fighter 30 |
- 1942  airfield | Hiko-{( 8th HIKOSENTAI| i [win-kEngined Lt Eomber 20 |
| 4dan  (12th HIKOSEN T.i ; | r
! : i !
, | ' 74h  (12th HIKOSENTAI|{ B.NGKOK Heavy Eember | 50 | 50 ‘ 200
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l l ;
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. Day t ! ' | |
e - e e S
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1642 ! | HIKO-(64th HIKOSENT..I | TONGOO i Heavy Eomber 50 | Ke l rlanes
* % — DN B ; ) SRS . . - _
april | YUKN.h ! 7th  (64th HIKOSENTAL! LAMPANG  Fighters ! 30 12.7 |20
1942 | | - | ! | |
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MAD Questionmaire #8

Appendix IV

PRINCIPAL ATTACKS IN MALAYAN AND NETHERLANDS INDIES

DATE ~ OBJECTIVE UNITS

e S

BASES

Firs® part Attack on 3drd HIKCPAN ¥ ¢

of Margh western part O9@0th HIKO SENTAI
1942 of Java

75th HIKO SENTAIL

o9th HIKO SENTAI

64th HIKO SENTAIL

81st HIKO SENTAI

12th HIKODaN
1st HIKO SENTAIL

11th HIKO SENTAI

)PALEMBANG

TANDJOENG-
KARANG

No.of

TYPES OF PLANES Planes

fighter 20
Twin engine 1¥: 15
bomber

Twin engine 15
1t bomber

Hq Recce plane 19

Type 97 fighter

BOMBS

50
Kilo
190
Kilo

RESULTS

Destroyed
in the air
150

Gaptured
100




