Political Address
. by
Theodore Roosevelt
Throu gh which the bullet
passed when the attempt

was made to assassinate
him at Milwaukee in 1912.
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his fellow-Americans of foreign birth and origin. Until
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candidate he looked at these fellow-Americans

who were born abroad, from the most pronounced nativist

int, hia feelins being, not that they were fellow Amer-
)\

orelgners who had remsained
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':#;s was written

in 1889 when the immigration from Europt. still predominantly
from Northern and Western Europe, so that the immigrants to whom
Mr. Wilson was then alluding were Garm&ﬁs, Scandinavians, Scotch

and Irish and English. Later, in volume 5 of his History on

. : - |
pages 213-14, he took still stronger ground against the more recent
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immigrants from Eastern and Southern Europe, saying "there came
multitudes of men of the lowest classes from the South of Italy

. o4
and men of the meaner sort out of Hungary and Poland, as if the

countries of the South of Europe were disburdening themselves
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of +he more sordid and helpless elenjmis of their populatione.

He then continues by referring uo thi. ians, Hungarians,
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and Poles as "unlikely fellows" and a "ogorase crew,  and says

"+he Chinese were more to be desired as workers, if not as
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candidate, then after he became a ca

stood up for his beliefs; and if he

Now, if Mr. Wilson believed thig before he was a

he ought to have

nged his belief's,

he ought frankly to have said so. Instes ne endeavored to

explain his remarks by saying that he referred only to "certain
lawless elements" and "pauper contract laborers." Any man who
will read the above quotations from Mr. Wilson's writings will

see that it is a simple impossibility that Mr. Wilson could have
meant to refer only to criminals and paupers. He used the phrases
: enormoug immigration pouring in from Europe" and "multitudes

men of the lowest classes." He was speaking of the immigrants

o
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as a whole. He was speaking of Poles, Hungarians and ltalians

as a whole. And now in his ﬂpee% the day before

for what he said by
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using such expressions as "the great Irish people” and "the great
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people of liberty-loving Poland" and "thg ereat Slavic people"”

and "the great peoples out of S8icily~® which set of phrases

4
does Mr. Wilson intend permanently taf’#ffﬂﬂzy after this sampaign i
is over? Or does he intend to try to cshﬂmﬁe both? Does he for l
example intend in a new edition of his History to combine his two
statements by saying that "a partial corruption of our blood" has
been worked by the "great Irish people"? Does he intend to say
that "multitudes of men of the lowest classes" have come from the
"ereat peoples out of Sicily" and the "ancient peoples of Itaiy"?
Does he intend to say that the "men of the meaner sort out of

Poland" belong to the "great Slavie people?” Which form of ex-

pression does he intend to abide by?Y In his speech day before

yesterday he says of these immigrant ¢y are great liberty- W

blood in the cause

. n
loving men and women who have "spent

of human rights". Well, these people do not love liberty any
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more now than they did when lr. Wilson was writing about them

in his History and in the Atlantic mc and since that date,

they have not fought in the cause of ‘or any other cause.

How does Mre. Wilson think it would look ¥ .e made a further com-
bination for the next editions of his History uniting the phrases
and sentiments of his speech of the day before yesterday and what
he has already written in the History and saying "the great
liberty-loving men and women" are "unlikely fellows" and this

" somrse crew" has "spent so much of its blood in the cause of
human rights". Mr. Wilson can choose between his two sets of

phrases but he will find it uncommonly difficult to combine them

both. And I think he would do far better to choose once for all

W"s:

whether he will stand by and avow t2 Syt s he expressed

prior to being a candidate or those expressed sinc

becoming a candidate.

Now, Priends, we Progressives do not have to explain
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away our attitude; we do not have tc ‘tone by in-
sincere compliments now for gross inJ‘
we do not venture to retract. If you-_._.«1 turn to the pub-
lished correspondence of Mr. Wilson with the United Polish
Societies of South Brooklyn through Mr. Drobinski, you will
see that Mr. Wileon promised Mr. Drobinski to re-write the
passage referred to in his History. Mr. Drobinski, after
learning Mr. Wilson's excuses, wrote to him: "While judging
from yvour letter you are on the right path yourself in the

estimate of the Polish character, still it is felt that you

have set the readers of your volumes on the wrong path, and

something should in justice be done return your

nsguided readers to the proper way uring the Tolish

\
immjgrants." The members of the United Polish Societies

of South Brooklyn state that, according to the information

:n the past, which
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they received from his publishers, three/editions of his
’ ’

History have appeared since this la

-
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spite of Mr. Wilson's promise to retr , statements, they

-,

remain unchanged in these editions.

Now, friends, here is what the Progressives, in
their National Platform, have said about immigrants:

"Through the establishment of industrial
standards we propose to secure to the able-bodied
immigrant and to his native fellow-workers a larger
share of American opportunity. We denounce the
fatal policy of indifference and neglect which has
left our enormous immigrant population to become the
prey of chance and cupildity. We favor government
action to encourage the distribution of immigrants
away from the congested citiﬁs, to rigidly supervise

all private agencies dealin wee and to promote

their assimilation, educatio} ancement’ e
ecially say that we

You will notice that we

. & - - 1\ ' > - . P
wish to prompte their assimilation. My ‘own position from my




entry into politics thirty-two years ago to the present time
\ f

has been that the only safe course t; e in this country

= . ’ . ;L.IFL =
of ours 1s to treat each man on his m!neitfher discrimin-

ating 1in his favor not against him because of his creed or be=

cause of his birthplace. Thirty-two years ago when I went
into the Hew York legislature, my close allies in that body
included men like O'Neill, Costello and Kelly, men like Kruse
and Miller, who had themselves been born or whose parents had

been born in Ireland or in Germany and neither they nor 1 were

capable of considering where the birthplace of any one of us
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had been or what creed any one of us professed or what land

All that any one of us demanded to

‘*‘@} Jluare and honest

know about the others was whether =

his parents came from.
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men, good Americans, devoted to the sts of our common

During the time I was Policé Commissioner of New

country.

York, the two laymen from whom I got most assistance were




.

high a type of American citizen as thi. sand can produce. The
day before yesterday I was at Duluth and the head of the Pro-

cressive movement in that city, the man who introduced me at

the meeting was born in Finland, and he was an American in every

fibre of his body Jjust as muqh as ‘I am. In New York state we
Progressives have nominated for Governor Os?ar Straus, a Jew,
and aslaur candidate for Attorney General, we have Palmeri --

T do not know whether it was he himself or his parents who were
We did not nominate one of these men because

born in Italy.

he was a Jew and the other an Italige. We cared nothing for the

creed or the birthplace of eithers.

they were first class American clt because we believed

Progressives hold
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should triumph here in America. Iﬁ my regiment my two

‘e,

best officers were Allen Capron and w'neiﬂ, both of

‘ufﬁgf
whom were killed in battle under ma}f{illen Capron was the

N

fifth in line from father to son who had served in the United
States Army. Ancestors of his blood and his name had fought

in every war that this nation had seen since the Declaration

of Independence. Bucky O'Neill's father was in Neaugher's1? ﬂJ

Irish Brigade when it left its dead nearest to the fatal stone
wall than any others on the Iron day of Fredericksburg. I

did not care a rap which men it was whose father came from Ire-
land, which man whose forefathers had come over here two cen-

turies and a half ago. I did not care a rap for the fact that
T

one was a Catholic and the other a| » All I cared for

was that both of them represented est type of American

manhood, that each was fit to stand as|the perfected example

of what an American soldier should be. in that regiment one

|




Wilson's report on record of ihmigi

years ago as compared with the present.
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