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At a meeihuf of the 2Tarijland Historical Society, held

in its in the Athenaeum Building^ on Thursday nighty

Bth of Cl/irii. 1866
,
the following Beport and Besolutions

were presented and read to the societg, on hehalf of the

committee^ hg 2Ir. Brantz Mager.

On motion of JLr. J. Saurin, Xorris, the Beport and

Besolutions were unanimouslg adopted^ and five hundred

copies ordered to he printed.
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REPORT:

The letter of the Trustees of the Peabody Institute,

dated 12th of Februarv, 18G6, to the Maryland His-

torical vSociety which was referred to tliis Committee

by our last monthly meeting, lias been considered by

the undersigned who present the following as the result

of their deliberations

:

Early in the year 1857, 51r. George Peabody, of Lon-

don, then in Baltimore, prepared and published a letter

addr^sed to certain' Trustees, dated 12th of February
of that year, by which he created the Peabody Institute,

supplied ample funds for the erection of a building as

well as for the clearly defined purposes of the Institute,

appointed twenty-liye Trustees and their successors to

put it in operation, gaye this Society free quarters in

the contemplated editice, and constituted it administra-

tor of the trust.

This letter was presented to the attention of the So-

ciety on the 5th of 51arch, 1857, at our reii-ular monthly

meeting by ^Ir. John P. Kennedy, a Trustee, then and

now a yice-president of the Maryland Historical Society,

and, at present, also President of the Board of Trustees

of the Peabody Institute, but for some months past ab-

sent from Baltimore.

Our Society promptly acce])ted the administration

confided to it, after full ex])lanation of 51r. Peabody's

designs by ]Mr. Kennedy, who, it was understood, had

drawn up 51r. Ih'abody's lettei' under his personal in-

structions, and was, therefore, best (|ualiiied to expound

it. In his ex])lauatory s])eech, at our meeting, 51 r.

Kenmaly (hdlned our laJatioiis with his usual clearness,

stating frankly that it had been 51 r. Peabodv's design
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to give the wliole charge to this Society: and that it was

sim])ly from the possiljilitv tliat our Society might, at

some time hereafter, cease to exist, that he interposed

the Board of Trustees, giving them custody of the

money and hestowing certain visitatorial powers, while

he entrusted the entire administration to us. That is

the recorded interpretation given by the present Presi-

dent of the Board of Trustees—our Yice-President

—

when lie was fresh from the side of Mr. Peabody, and

had just completed the draft of his letter.

Almost simultaneously, on the 4th of ]March, 1857, Mr.

Peabody, then in Charleston, South Carolina, executed

a deed’ of trust contirming his letter; and “in addition

-to, but not in derogation 5f” its directions, he declares

in this instrument—that “ if from any cause, Avhatever,

of which my said Trustees, their associates and succes-

sors shall be the exclusive judges, there shall be '^ faUnre

on the part of the Maryland Historical Society to under-

take and prosecute the functions I have indicated in my
said letter, as hereafter to be contided to it, then, and in

that event, and unless they see lit to assume the func-

tions themselves, I hereby declare it to be the duty of

my said Trustees, their associates and successors, and

they are hereby authorized, to select some other agency

com])etent in their judgment to carry out my views in

the premises.” This clause, which, it will be obserA'ed,

is “not in derogation” of the powers confered on ns,

simply provides for an emergency, which, as far as your

Committee is advised, this Society has never had an in-

tention to contrive or ])roducc.

In furtherance of his bounty. 51r. Peabody em-
powered the Tiaistees to obtain an Act of lncor]ioration

from the 5Iarvland Legislature : and, a(‘cordingly, an

act was ])rocured. setting forth the Ldter and Deed <»t

I'nist. The Trustees at ono(‘ jnirchased a large <piantity

of ground aiul erected a buikliiig on a part of it .-liter
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I

consultation with this Society as to the apartments de-

i

sie-ned in the plan, for our use and occupation. In

i

January, 1860, three years after ^Ir. Peahody's Plan

I

wa^T first announced to and accepted by us, the Trustees

j

])roposed, at a special meeting of our Society, a printed

I
Plan of Orffanization drawn up and puldished by them,

r which, after debate, was adopted by resolutions recorded
' in our minutes.

i

It is well known that seyeral efforts haye since then

been made by us to communicate with the Trustees in

regard to the assumption of our duties. It is, also,

I

notorious that the buildings of the Peabody Institute

I haye been completed and ready for use for about four

' years, but that no inyitation has been giyen to this

j

; Society, in conformity with Mr. Peabody’s plain inten-

! lions, laid down in his Letter and re-asserted in the

^ l^lan of Onranization by the Trustees themselyes, in the

j

following explicit language :

—‘‘when the building is

’ ready for the accommodation of the ^Maryland Histori-

cal Society, that body shall be invited to move into and

take possession of the apartments designed for its use,

j

and accept the duties assigned to it l)y the Letter of the

founder.”

The Letter, the Deed of Trust, the Act of Incorpora-

j

tion, and our acceptance of the administrative trust, are,

’

^

therefore, to be considered as conclusively defining and
vesting our rights and powers.in regard to the Institute,

1 wliile the failure of the Trustees to invite us to occu])y

our a])artments after the long, well known completion of

tlie building aiid after an e(iually long and j)atient sub-

mission on our part, has induced the Society to a])])oint

this Committ (‘0 to confer with tluyTrustees. Hence the

j

letter addressed to tliem by tliis Committee on the KHh

j

of .lanuary, 1866, re])ortt‘d to tlie Society at its last

I niontlilv i!i(H'tinn’. in which w(' i*('\'i('\\'('d the subject, de-

^ I

mamled tlie right to occupy the completehi a}>artnu'nts

I
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B

built for us, and respecifutly nsked wliollier the Trus-

tees were prepared to glv'e rs tlie cidiuinistration of the

Tustitute.

We are sorry to say that our courteous letter pro-

duced no (lirecd reply to us from the Trustees, yet, re-

ceived an unsatisfactory response, over our heads, ad-

dressed to tb.e Society. In tliis answe]* the Trustees

announce what they style their “determination,” in the

following sentence: “We have come to the conclusion,

for reasons which we think deeply f)unded in the wel-

fare of the Institute, tliat the management of its several

departments by your Imdy, which was instituted for an

entirely different end, will not be promotive of the

objects which the munificent founder of the Institute

had in view?*’

Let us consider this rebuff patiently, notwithstanding^

its arrogance in differing wholly with tlie directions and

well known wishes of Mr. Peabody in regard to this

Society. Mliat justification is oflered by the Trustees

of themselves, in the eyes of ]\[r. Peabody, whose judg-

ment is thus abruptly sj:>urned ? Let us rpiote the only

important passage in the letter which seems to deaU
logically with the siilject. Our “chief reason,” they

continue, “for this well considered opinion, is, that the

administrative dutv of conducting the Institute should

be confided to t\ more limited number than your body

or its committees, chosen as they must be from a num-
ber liable to great fluctuations, and whose easy terms of

membership may be availed of, at any time, to produce

hasty and inconsiderate changes, and thus bring about

a conflict of opi idon Ijotween you and the managing
authority, which is so much deprecated in the letter

which is the guide of both of us.”

This is “tlie cliief reason” assigued, and we have

souglit for otliei’ and l^etter ones in this hdt(‘r of tlie

Trustees without succes.'^. If it is “a reason" at all.



^j, .
"J-Vt lw*« .-(I •It.l Hunt

<«KJ vjn,:
•r'''!//-!

.rlx '^tl TWO, ‘4^/0 .v; ;.s(. ,.; ' *

!’MI .(I ,f(i.fli«ituri .;.,M •

-,f-/t, V. .(; •- !.

-i'j// V ! I <i r ,
' - '*

.Jfjj, . fjl fl,.. ,,7 f, u„.

* < i ;..M ro .

'Hft '-if. J.TV ' ‘tfx-, -

’

-=.,,, ;L’:: : tj:;; ':;,r
,|,..,

,

,' '/ "’•' ''“J if' Aovb^n,o-ft 3o
;

4«» ..r

Ml ..
^

’V.-^; ""V ’V
’

-fi!f -i-r- ., ;i., :;,,,,•>
’- '

-
: ,

!"''"“ """" ' ^

“ t:r ? " “ -» .«

-
'/Ihnii ^

two.1,: - iih./ >„,l* V,,.;
' " <!ui.TM.,

" '

;''':*

4‘.'
;

'* fn^->lu. >7..,:nr

*Vj

W'lf*



/

whetlier “chief” .or minor, it is a timid and inaccurate

one. provided it is “frankly” given. Can the alleged

possil)le “contiict of opinion,” which is hut the fancied

fear*of an improbable occurrence, really affect the minds

of practical persons? What “ditferent end” has our

Society from the Peabody Institute? Both are lite-

rary, artistic, and scientitic bodies; both possess and

contemplate the increase of valuable libraries: both

propose communication with the public; and, in truth,

the variance exists solely in tlie fact that the Institute is

an expansion of the best purposes of this Society, super-

added to its historical character. Can the Trustees, we
respectfully ask, be entirely candid when they virtually

tell us that they cannot trust a Society of which most of

them are members—o^ which ]Mr. Peabody is a mem-
ber, in which any three of them may, by that number
of black-balls, reject a proposed member—of which

their President is and has been for nearly twenty years

our Vice-President—of which their Librarian is one of

our most respected and heeded associates—of which

their Treasurer and Secretary are, also, active mem-
bers—and, in tine, a Society which is so tied u]) by the

mutually adopted Plan of Organization that it cannot

appoint an officer from its body, for the administration

of the Institute, without the scrutiny and contirmatory

acceptance of tlie Board of Trustees?'^'

Your Committee, therefore, does not take much heed

of this alleged “chief reason'’ for our rejection, especially

as we have not only the written, Init the ])rinted endorse-

ment of our Society by these very Trustees, in 18G0, as

superlatively pro[>er for the duties assigned to us.

* See page 9 of the pijinted edition of tlie Plan of Organization, section S. Extract

—

* * “The Historical Society shall nominate such person as it may deem qualified for

the office, and submit such nomination to the Board of Trustees, who shall conliiin

or reject the same. The same jierson shall not be nominatcii more thaii twice, unless

requested by ilie Board; and Ihe j)r('ccss of nomination shall bo ref>'‘atcd until an

ap[)ointmcnt sliall be .agreed on," ilc., ,tc. 2'hiriccn of the prcicnt twenty-five Trus-

tees of the Institute are members of the Maryland Historical Society.
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Permit us to recite tlie certificate of cliaracter o-iveu

to us by tlieiii ou ])a<^'e 11 of the Plan of Organizatio]i,

published in ]8d0-G0.

~*‘The Committee” (of tlie Trustees) ‘do not appre-

hend that the occasion v.dll ever arise when these

powers” (the visitatorial) ‘‘will be called into service

for any other purpose than that of liarmonious and

effective co-o])eration with the administrative body.

The high character of the Historical Society, its intelli-

gent appreciation of the Aailiie of the benefaction of

iMr. Peabody, und the ability and zeal with A\diich it is

enabled to contribute to the conduct of the functions

assigned to it, forbid a surmise of any possible mis-

carriage in the faithful administration of the Institute

during the present generation of its membership
;
whilst

the system of its organization, as well as the inducements

it must ever hold out to attract the good will and parti-

cipation of the most worthy and cultivated individuals

of our community, furnish a no less reliable guaranty

of its devotion to the success and beneticent service of

the Institute.”

Your Committee think it will be difficult to match

in literary history so direct a contradiction of opinion

as these two utterances of the Trustees of this Insti-

tution. YT are, also, at a loss to recommend which

of them should be considered a ‘‘frank" avowal of

judgment as to the character ’ and capacity of this 8e»-

ciety—present or future; and, accordingly, we have no

hesitation in saying that the “chief reason" for our pre-

sent rejection ])\ the Trustees is unworthy of considera-

tion. Xeither will the (.'ommittee concern itself about

the dctenn'ninlioir of the Trustees, (independent of

its “reasons,") or with any opinions of iMr. Peabody,

produced by impressions made in commuuicatious of an

“iiiilireet" character, as stated in the lett(.u‘ <d' the Trus-

tees to Mr. Peabody, a c(jpy ol which was fu'wardod

i

1

f
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with tlieir reply and read at tlie. last ineetinu’ of the

Society. ]\Jr. Peabody’s scheme and institution were

set foi’tli and incorporated by our I.<eu-rshiture nine years

ago, ITnd they are no longer the Trustees’ or ]Ntr. Pea-

l)ody’s ])roperty to deal with. The Institute is the crea-

ture of law. Hence, the reference, by the Trustees, of

the subject to iMr. Peabody, especially without the pre-

vious assent, knowledge, consultation or desire of this

Society, is iiot only indelicate and an’oo-ant to our bene-

factor and oiirselyes, but manitestly illegal, and calcu-

lated, by indirect means, to attempt to disgust us into a

voluntary withdrawal from the scheme. This accom-

plished, the contingency jn'o^ ided for in the Deed of

Trust will have occurred, and the Trustees themselves

will at once, doubtless, ‘bissiime the functions” of ad-

ministration as Avell as of organization, and thus become

the sole and undisputed masters of the In.stitute.

AVe do ])ot feel it necessary to enter into a defence of

the capacity and wojdhiness of this Society to become

the administrator of Hr. Peabody’s bounty to Haiti-

more. Our history is well known to this community
for the last twenty-three years. It needs no yi]idica-

tion. The Society of ISGt) is the same Society tliat it

was in 18*37, (tiie date of 31r. Peabody’s Letter,) with

the same constitution, incorporation, laws, and system

of admission or exclusion of jiiembers. Of cours(\ some

of our mend)ers in 1837 are dead, aiul soiue have V(dun-

tarily left us, while a recent infusion of, young, intelli-

gent, educated and active men gives additional promise

of renewed and \ igorous life. A\dio iiave l)een, and
who are, our members ? Wdio were the founders and

builders of tlie ediii(a' owii and occupy since 1848?

A\4io were the saviors of the Haltimore Library’s splen-

did collection of books, now in our apartments and ]>o?>-

sessiou? A\^ho are tlu' present nnd who to he tlie

future aeti\ e men, ot all professions and occu])ations in

•>
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Baltimore? Wlio are to become the future Trustees of

the Peabody Institute, itself, for, alas! the present ones

are not immortal? Each of these questions is to be

answered by tinding all these persons, or at least the

large majority of them, members of the ^Maryland His-

torical Society, and all, as their age or op})ortunities

permit, more or less active and interested in it and in

the materiahand intellectual progress of Baltimore.

We might pause here, but there is another suggestion

made, at the close of the Trustees’ letter, why we should

not, at least now, be admitted to occupy any part of the

Peabody Institute's edifice, and, it is because the li-

brary pur])oses of the Institute demand the rooms origi-

nally designed for this Society.

In our letter of 10th January, 1866, we, of course,

assumed that the building erected was suitable for our

occupation in connection with the objects of the Insti-

tute. We were justified in this belief, because it had

been notorious for years that certain completed apart-

ments were built for us expressly. It seems, however,

that the Trustees have recently discovered that they are

deficient in room. ‘•Al^hen the ])lan of the building was

adopted,” they say. ‘‘the accommodation it afforded was

su[)})osed to be ade([uate to the requirements of the li-

brary, the lectures, and the uses of your Society. A\"e

find now, however, in our enlarged experience, that if

the libr<arv be intended to realize the re(piirements of

tlie founder as ‘an extensive liiji'ary, to be well furnished

in every de[)artm(Uit of knowledge, and of the most a]»-

])roved literature, which is to be maintained for the free

use of all [)ersons who may desire to consult it, and suj)-

plied with every proper convenience for daily reference

and study’—that the space we have assigned to it is

wholly inade(piate to the ])urj)ose : and. whilst in its

arrangi'imMit and situation in the building it is exc<‘l-

lently well ada[)tt‘d to the keeping of books, it is, in no-
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wise, suited for tlieir continuous use or study. AVe will,

tlierefore, be obliy-ed to appropriate a large part of the

s})ace intended for your accommodafion to the use of

readers frequenting the library, and that which would

remain, if any shall remain after tlie liberal plan of the

library shall be fully developed,' would be entirely in-

adequate to your comfortable use. We shall, therefore,

be obliged, if the original plan of management be ad-

hered to, to provide you ample and convenient accom-

modation in the future extension of the buildings of the

Institute.”

M e consider this passage, from the remarkable letter

of the Trustees, so confessedly self-condemnatory, that

it is fatal. 31r. Peabody’s Letter of Institution was

dated 12th of February, 18o7
;
the letter of the Trus-

tees to this Society is dated on the anniversary of that

day, precisely nine years after, to wit, on the 12th of

February, 1860. Do these gentlemen mean to be under-

stood by ]\Ir. Peabody, this Society, and the community
of Baltimore, to whom they are responsible, as saying

that it has taken just nine years—to a day—for them to

l)egin to comprehend the design and scope of Mr. Pea-

body’s sclieme,—to understand and realize an idea ?

That, we know, is the period recpiired by the Poman
classic for the gestation of a perfect poem, but we have

never heard that it was necessary for the incubation of

an architectural })lan. If it recpiires nine years to de-

vise, and then not successfully, the physical shdl of the

Institute, how many will it exact to foi*m and ripen the

intellectual kernel? Wdio, of this genei*ation of Balti-

moreans, can reasonably ex})ect to enjoy the fruition?

What e}}htr(i(d their (‘xperience ?” The facts are ex-

actly the same in 18(>(j that they were in ISo?. Do
they juean to tdl ^Ir. Ik'abody that the idea he con-

(‘(1\(m 1 was too larv’o for tli(‘ nu'aiis 1 k' b('stowed fu’ its

accom}»lislimeiit ? Are not these singular arguments
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/

to ])resont to },Ir. ]^eal)ody to maintain tlieir rapacity for

tlie duty of Trustees? Is not tlie answer obvious that

must occur to ]\lr. Pea])ody, (as soon as lie shall .liave

read the passag-e just quoted.) that if it required nine

years for them to beyin to understand the architectural

idea, (and they. then, found they had made a fatal mis-

take in the erected building,) how many years will it

recjuire for the Trustees to comprehend, and tinally to

realize, the intellectual ]>art of the scheme which 'e^ ery

body else seemed to think so cleirrly set forth in his let-

ter? It is likely tliis practical man of business Avould

be apt to consider his Trustees as very unpractical per-

sons and unfitted for the plain and simple designs he

had so long ago entrusted to their execution, and hoped

to see in full, successful, operation before his death.

Denounced as we have been, directly and indirectly,

to ^Ir. Peabody, the temptation is quite irresistible, and

we hope it will ]iot be considered impro])er to review

tlie action of the Trustees, themselves, in the perform-

ance of this noble public trust. In nine years, Avhat

have they done )nit build an edifice which they confess

is insufficient for the Institute and this Society, although,

during all tliat time, they Avere possessed of ample means
and sufficient ground for a building double the size of

the present? They have built a holloAV, inadequate'

house, and filled the floor of its A’acant lecture ro<»m

Avith comfortalile seats. Avhich are vacant still and ha\ (‘

never been occu]>ied by an audience since they canu'

from the cai*penter‘s hands ; they have erected a lilu'ary

room so dark ami gloomy that, they admit, no one <‘au

“continuously use and study'’ in it, Avhile they have'

tilled its Avails Avith cases, not more tlian one-fourth of

Avhich is occupied by books: in nine years they liaAS'

never even offiori'd this scant collection to tlie ri'adinv

eonmuinity of ! 'oltiimuH' : mu* lins a ]('rtur(‘ bta'ii lu'c.rd.

a picture exhihiti'd. nor a note of music rosoumic«i
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Avithin the elieerle^s walls. The ediilcc has never, even,

l)eeii (ledieated in.ddiely. hv suilal)le services, to the

o’euerous piir]>oses of the endower; ainh in fact, during

tlie four years of its architectui’al coin[detioii, it has

stood in the lieart of our citv as a mari>le tomb of goodO
but broke]i promises

!

A\^e are of opinion tliat the hint of the Trustees about

‘‘a suggestion to a iminiiicence which needs no ])rom])t-

ing,” in our l)ehalf, is not at all ]>roper for your conside-

ration. If the Trustees are candid in saying they feel

it ‘‘indelicate” to make such ‘‘a suggestion” to iNIr.

Peaboby at all, your Comjuitiee is really at a loss to

understaiid how that gentleman is to avoid reading

this Avithheld suggestion, when the withholders tell us

they have already placed it in his hands for perusal!

It may, probably, in the irammiftcd co}>y of the letter

of the 12th of February, I860, have 1)een omitted or

written in invisilde ink”; but, under any circum-

stances, it is not for this Society to approach, or sanc-

tion an approach to Mr. Feabody, for a retiring pension

from his Institute.

After this review, which we hope will be considered,

as we liave intended it to Ije, fair and dispassionate, we
might, perlia])s. with great projulety recommend the

Society to institute legal ])i*oceedings to compel the

Trustees to ])erform their duty, at least in ])art, by plac-

ing the Society in tlie rooms built for us and still un-

occupied. This Society has no interest in the Institute

but that of the pul>lic good and a sense of duty assumed

to iNIr. Peabody. The scheme confers no s])eciarbenelits

on us as an Jli^torical Society; and the assumption of

the administration is the assunijdion only of onerous,

extra duties which confer rather than la'ceive an obli-

gation. It secmis just and necessary that so great a

trust .s7/o///d fulfilird, for the benoft of our (dty,

within a r(*asoiiai>le linn', and that if not r(mi[>h‘ted,
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voluntarily, the law shouid sec tx> its execution. It

slioukl not rest in the jiauds of |)ersons w lio have shown

themselves incompetent, and have now the boldness to

attack our trustiness and administrative capacity. But,

there is a natural reluctance to do anything w hich might

wound the feelings of our respected friend, who, we do

not, f(jr a moment, think wilt cast a stigma on a Society

he has so long cherislnxl. It would grate harshly on

his sensibility to kno^'' rliat liis bounty lia.d been dragged

into the courts, before al- measures were exhausted to pre-

vent the catastrophe. should, tlierefore, of course,

be extremely reluctant to go to law about this matter

Avith the Trustees, CA^en if it may ultimately become ne-

ces^«firy, and especially as it is understood that IMr. Pea-

body is to be here in the course of April or INtay of the

present yeai*. Xevertheless, Ave feel it due to him, to

ourselves, and to this community, eager to enjoy the

benetits of the Institute, to recommend the passage of

the folloAving resolutions, AAdiich aaoII sIioaa' that Ave have

fulfilled and are A\dlling to fulfil our undertakings in

regard to the Institute ', that Ave relincpiish none of our

rights or poAvers conferred by the Letter, the Deed of

Trust, and the Act of Incorporation
;
that Ave refrain

from sanctioning the recent ap|)eal of the Trustees b*

^Ir. Peabody; and, iinally, if necessary, that Ave Avill

stand on aiid assert our vested rights before the courts

of ]M aryland.

All of which is most respertfully submitted by tlie

undersigned

:

r. (r. SAUERWEIX. Chah-uunK

lEEVXTZ .NLVVEli,

HUGH L. HOXl),
WH.ELV^r E. (ilLES,

THOAEV.S I). HA'.UI),

Com Md. Il/sf.



1

,*r
i. f/*rf ./litMi.'nf.)-/

'I -.IK - /i«f V. n'Jiswtofi !, flirt,

^

' * "• ' "-'fl,
.

’ 'i ‘ !"'i:
, ia-j>'w}rfr''i')n! -'i /l-ii-MivjJt'

!••>! /v' ritw'v t-
i : .,11 --..jiffMn; -mo >?-i,

.in.S'11 ir ill ,. 1 'lii^ri^’tlt!'.-, ((;),ri7,;;t n hi

'

'y .
'rr T!4 I 1 ) *«!; J.'iniiiw

• '

1 - •) l-ti '...'t ,;r!W

1. 'hNitif ‘ijViij' 1
•: M. ,vj

, .1^
i> i; , i' !'•(,:/ Ifi;' <! hiii .fii.'fj 'ffr,:;' (yi, I (il

-')7.|ul7.>IhUfu:ryy,.>TWV,-nih^

to .1,1,1,. (h .,7/ .'Vif.|.r,!h„};;v i^ij¥i,rov 'i
hJlH 7/i i ,,) (1^ ,,t ,,f

7

;7i'i ti ^

''.'’T
'

'hji'''''
-yiUc '‘i.yy .jh') lull! , ,

•! . *
ni i;-,r ,tf M hi

.
I- •V'iii > "t hi.f: I tttiii

'I ii iv.'ii •I 1,1 f -.iif) 1 ,, hSiihj'ioil;y ,

1 r • > i / . i i i i

.'Jtl h)U
f

•

; 1

J ' '

(.ill ii> cl f n ihfir
‘

' •wy.'if f
j

-
y : ? J .i?.i ^?iii

' f

i hi t jlI /J'j / V.' .ihi-f'vh
*

'• f h.7 j| il: . !l‘»! l.vfo j'Kr;iui. tir,)
'

J:»ff 1(3

•iyT7iii:; I

' "Irflfi'
'

'v-fc

( ,

1

H]4

n ../tr,y,ii

*lU 1

,IMU

.mi: ffhi ifhiit

'V ; /L.-fh-U tI/
nu o’l'.i !

’j< 1 r.)U ‘n ;iJ(v J’l )''/; ih'h jl<>

^*.'1 lit/

i

t .,7
'

, '' JMii.Jyf f*. }/ to
1 f ulilh yfli/Mi

iJ'j'hl/r )n n.A

//j:[

,

.ii.’i 7/ \f \u.t- Jia
^

»i if.. rju
* "•

’* •>'* .’1 'o'.I I.. 14I ,7

' 'vK#



HESOLIjTIOXS.

1. jResoh'cd, That the ^f.-irvlaiul Historical Society

accepted the duty of adiinuistering the Peahody Insti-

tute with no view to this Society’s aggrandizement, hut

from a sense of respectful compliance with Mr. Pea-

body’s wishes, and Avith a sincere desire to become use-

ful, as his trustees, to our fellow-citizens.

2. Jiesolved, That this Society, having; promised to un-

dertake the functions indicated in ]Mr. Pe;ibody’s letter

of 12th of February, 18o7, and having never shrunk

from the pertbrmance of the duties thereby imposed,

relinquishes none of its vested rights and powers under

the Act of Incorporation of the Peabody Institute, and,

if necessary, but with regret, Avill appeal to the proper

tribunals for the enforcement of its rights.

3. Besolvcd^ That the Pecording Secretary be requested

to have all the proceedings of this Society in regard to

the Peabody Institute, as recorded in our Book of ]\lin-

utes, neatly copied, and that the President be desired to

forward this transcript to ]\Ir. Ik'abody with as little de-

lay as possible, in order that he may be apprized of the

tidelity with which this Society has sought, by amicable

means, to fullil its accaqdance of his trust, and that he

may be possessed of the Society's resolution to insist

on its rights which are sought to be put aside by the

Trustees.
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