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THE

PUBLISHER'S EPISTLE
T O T H E

READER.
HE ColleBion of the following Letters is oiJi'ing to the
'Diligence of Mr. Thomas Downton, isuho uas one of Sir
William Temple'j Secretaries, during the whole Time
wherein they bear 'Date. And it has fucceeded veryfor-
tunately for the Tublick, that there is contained in them
an Account of all the chief TranfaEiions and Negotiati-

onsy which pajfed in Chrijiendom during the fevcn Tears, wherein they

are dated ',
as. The War with Holland, which began in 1665'; Ihe

Treaty between his Majefty and the Bijhop of Munlter, with the Iffue

ofit: The French Invafan of Flanders in the Tear 1667.- 'The Teace
concluded between Spain and Portugal, by the Kings Mediation : The
Treaty at Breda: The Triple Alliance; and the Teace of Aix la Cha-
pelle in the frji Tart. And in the fecond Tart, The Negotiations in

Holland /// confequence of thofe Alliances, with the Steps andDtgrees,
by which they came to decay : I he Journey and Death of Madame : The
Seizure <7/"Lorrain, and his Excellency s Recalling; with thefirft Un-
kindnefs between England atid Holland, upon the Tatch's tranfporting
his Lady and his Family : And the Beginning of the fecond Dutch
JVar in 1671,

With thefe are intermix'd feveral Letters, familiar andpleafant.

Ifound the Book among Sir William TempleV Tapers.^ with many
others, wherewith I had the Opportunity of being long converfant,

having paffedfeveral Tears in his Family.

1 pretend no other Tart, than the Care that Mr. DowntonV Book
Jhould be correclly tranfcribed, and the Letters placed, in the Order
they were writ. I have alfo made fome literal Amendments, ejpectally

in the Latin, French and Spanifli : Thefe I have taken care Jhould be

tranfated andprinted in another Column, for the 1)fe offuch Readers
as may be unacquainted with the Originals. Whatever Faults there

may be in the Tranfation, I doubt, I mitjl anfwer for the greaterpart,
and muji leave the reji to thofe Friends who were pleas d to affift me,

I fpeak only of the French and Latin ; fir the few Spanifh Tranfati-
ons, I believe, need no Apology.

It is generally believed, that this Author has advanced our Englifli

Tongue to as great a Terfe6iion as it can well bear ; andyet, how
great a Mafter he was of it, has., I think, never appeared fo much, as
it will in the following Letters ; wherein the Stile appears fo very
different, according to the Difference of the Terfons to whom they

were addrefs'd ; either Men of Bufinefs, or Idle ; of Tleafure, or Se-
rious ; ofgreat or oflefs Tarts or Abilities, in their feveral Stations.

So



So that one may dtfio'ver tbs CharoMtrs of mr>Ji if tbofe 'Perfins he

'ji'ntes tOy from the Stde of bis Letters.

At the End of each Volume is added a Qclleciicn, copied by the fame
Hand of feveral Letters to this yimbafudor, from the chief Terfons

emfloydy either at Home or Abroad, in thefe Tranfactionsy and du-

ring fix Tears Courfe of his Negotiations. Among which are many

from Tenfionary]o\\xi de Witt, and all the Writings of this Kind that

I kno'-^ of which remain of that Minifer fo renoivned in his Time,

It has bten jnjUy complained of as a T>efeEi among ns, that the

Englifli Tongue has produced no Letters ofany Value; to fapply ii'hichy

it has been the Vein of late Tears, to tranjlate feveral out of other

Languages, tho"" I think ivith little Succefs. Tet among many AdvaU"
tages which might recommend this fort of Writing, it is certain that

notbihg is fo capable of giving a true Account of Story, as Letters

are ; which defcribe Anions, "while they are alive and breathing
;

whtreas all other Relations are of A6iions pafl and dead. So as it

bath been obferved, that the Epiflles <?/Cicero to Atticus, give a better

Account of tbofe Times, than is to be found in any other Writer.

In the following Letters, the Reader will every where difcover the

Force and Spirit of this Author ; but that which will moji value

them to the Tublick, both at Home and Abroad, is, Firfi, that the

Matters contained in them were the Ground and Foundation where-
on all the Wars and Invafions, as well as all the Negotiations and
Treaties of Peace and Cbrijiendom, have fince been ratfed: And next.,

that they are written by a Perfan, who bad fo great a fhare in all

tbofe Tranfaiiions and Negotiations.

By refiding in his Family, I know the Author has had frequent
Infiances from feveral great Perfons, both at Home and Abroad, to

publijh fame Memoirs of thofe Affairs and Tranfailions, which are the

SubjeB of the following Papers ; and particularly of the Treaties of
the Triple Alliance, and thofe of Aix la Chapelle ; but his ufual An-
fwer was, that whatever Memoirs be had written of tbofe Times and
Negotiations were burnt ; however, that perhaps after his 'Death

fome Papers might come out^ wherein there would be fame Account of
them ; by which, as he has often told me, he meant thefe Letters.

I had begun to fit them for the Prefs during the Author's Life, but
never could prevailfor Leave to publijh them ; tho' be was pleafed to

be at the Pains of reviewing, and to give me his TI>ireBions for d't-

gefiing them into Order. It has Jince pleafed God to take this great
and good Perfon to himfelf; and he having done me the Honour to

leave and recommend to me the Care of his Writings^ I thought I
could not at prefent do a greater Service to my Countryy or to the

Author's Memory, than by making thefe Papers publick.
By way of IntroduEiion , I need only take notice, that after the

Peace of the Pyrenees, and his Majejiys happy Refloration in i56o,
there was a general Peace in Chrijiendom {except only the Remainder
of a War between Spain and Portugal) until the Tear 1665-, when
that between England and Holland began, which produced a Treaty
between bis Majefty and the Bijhop of Munfter. And this commences
the following Letters.

THE



THE

Firft Dutch War^
Begun May 1665.

To Sir John Temple, Mafier of the Rolls of Ireland.

SIR, Brujfeh, Sept. 6. l66f^

HOUGH I was forced by the King's Command, not only to
leave you and my Family at very fhort Warning, and in a very
melancholy Seafon, but without fo much as telling you whither
I was fenr, yet I would not fail making you this Amends, by
giving you an Account of my Journey and Negotiations thus far,

fo foon as I thought it might be fit for me to do it.

When my Lord Arlington fent for me to Sheen^ it v/as to let me know thac

the King had received an Overture from the Bifhop of Munfler to enter into

an Alliance with his Majefty againft the Dutch, from whom he pretended ma-
ny Injuries; to bring an Army into the Field, and fall upon them by Land,
while his Majefty continued the War by Sea: But at the fame time to demand
certain Sums of JMoney, that would be neceffary to bring him into the Field,

and to continue the War : And that if his Majefty would either treat with the
Baron oiWreden, (who was the Minifter he lent over in the greateft Privacy
that could be) or fend a Minifter of his own to treat with him ; he doubted
not an eafy Agreement upon this Matter, but defired it might be with all the
Secrecy imaginable. My Lord jirlington told me, the main Articles were alrea-

dy agreed on here, and the Money adjufted, but that it was neceffary for the
Kmg to fend over fome Perfon privately to finifh the Treaty at Munfter, and
to fee the Payments made at Jntivcrp, where the Biftiop feemcd to defire them.
That I muft go (if 1 undertook it) without Train or Charafter, and pafs for

a Frenchman or a Spaniard in my Journey, and made me the Compliment to
fay, he had been perplexed three or four Days together, to think of a Perfon
that was not only capable of the Affair and of the Secret, but that was to be
trufted with fuch a Sum of Money : But that when he had thought of me, and
propofcd me to the King and to my Lord Chancellor, they had both ap-
proved it, and I muft fuddenly refolve upon my Anfwer to the Propofal he

made



Letters of Sir William Temple,

made mc: But whether I accepted it or no, I mud keep it fecret from my
neareft Friends.

I told him upon the Place, I would feive his Majcfly the hcfl: I could in it,

tho' being a new Man, I could not promifc much for niy (clfj that there was

only one Point I could by no means digelt, which was the Biifinefs of the

Money, having ever been averfe from charging my fcif with any body's but

my own. This made at'firlT: fonie Difficulty between us, but at laft his Lord-

flaip was content to endeavour the engaging Alderman Backivcl (who furnifh'd

it) to go over himfelf with it into Flamkrs, and there, by my Order, to make
the Payment to the Bifhop's Agent, and faid, he believed at fuch a time of
Infeftion in London, the Alderman might cafily take an Occafion of fuch a

Journey.
After my Inftruftions difpatch'd, I came away in hafte, and with the Secret

you fawj and without mere than one Day's ilop at BruJJcls., went (Iraight with
the Baron ai Wrcden to Coefvch, where the Bilhop then was. I ftay'd there

but three Days, was brought to him only by Night, agreed all Points with
him, perfected and figned the Treaty, and returned to Aiitzverp, where the
Alderman performed his part, in making the firfl: and great Payment to the
Bifhop's Refldent there. All this has been performed on all Sides with fo

great Secrecy, that the Bifliop has not only received his Money, but raifed his

Troops to about eighteen thoufand Men, without the Icalt Umbrage given,

that I can yet hear of, to the Dutch -j and by all the AlTurances ij-eceive from
him, I conclude, that before this Letter comes to your Hands he will be in the

Field ; though fome unexpcfted Difappointments about a General Officer he
reckon'd upon, have a little difcompofed the Meafures he had takqn, and m,ay
(I doubt) not a little maim the Progrefs of them : But that will be govern'd

by Time and Accidents j my Bufinels was to bring him into the Field, and I

have had the Fortune to do it fooner than either they cxpefted at Court, or the
Bifhop had promiled upon our figning of the Treaty.

He is a Man of Wit, and, which is more, of Senfe, of great Ambitioii, and
properly, Un Efprit remnant : But the Vigour of his Body does not fecond

that of his Mind, being, as I gucfs, about fix or feven and fifty Years old,

and purfued with the Gout, which he is not like to cure by his manner of
Life. He was a Soldier in his Youth, and feems in his Naturals, rather made
for the Sword than the Crofs : He has a mortal Hatred to the Dutch for their

fupporting his City of Munfler againft him, and is bridling thofe Citizens by a
very ftrong Citadel he is building there. He feems bold and refolute, and like

to go through with what he has undertaken, or break his Head in the At-
tempt, and fays he will perform all he has engaged. Fide fmcera ^ Germanka
which is a Word he affeds. He fpeaks the only good Latin that I have yet
met with in Germany, and more like a Man of Court and Bufinefs than a Scho-
lar: He fays, if he fails in hisEnterprizc, and fliould lofe his Country, he fhall

efteem his Condition net at all the worfe ; for in that Cafe he will go into
Italy, and has Money enough in the Bank of Venice to buy a Cardinal's Cap,
which may become him better than his General's Staff, though he has a mind
to try this firlt, and make fome Noife in the World before he retires.

This is the beft: Charafter I can give of the Bilhop, and for my felf, I can
fay nothing but what you know j finding no Change at all by this Sally into a
new Scene of Life and Bufinefs, as well as Climate j my Health, I thank God,
the fame ; my Kindnefs fo too, to my Friends and to Home, only my Con-
cernment for them in this miferable Time among them, much greater while I
am here than when I was with them, which makes me very impatient after
every Poft that comes in, and yet very apprehenfive of every Letter I open.
The length of this I doubt is too much for once, and therefore fhall end with
the Afiuranccs of my being,

SIR,
Your mofl obedient Son

and humble Servant,

W. Temple.



and other Mmijlers of State.

To Alderman Backwell.

Mr. Alderman.^ BruJJeh.^ Olloher p, \f,6<^.

I
A M very much in pain to find at Monfieur Rhintorf's Return, that he has

made noProgrefs in his Affairs (which are ours too) during the Stay he has

lately made at Antwerp. But I am very much furprized to hear that I fhould

have had any part in this Delay, and that you fhould have told him, you had
no Orders from me to pay him that Money. However, to take away all Scru-

ple, if any can ftill remain, after our laft Conference at Brujj'cls upon this Sub-
jeft, I do by thcfe Prefents order and appoint you, purfuant to thofe Powers
that have been given me from the King, to pay or caufc to be paid to Mon-
fieur Rhintorf.y or his Order, all fuch Sums of Money as you fhall any ways be
able to raife, either by the Sale of fuch Tin as is already arrived, or fhall arrive

at OJlend upon hisMajefty's Account, with all the Diligence and Difpatch that

is pofTible. Or in cafe you do not find any ready Sale for it, that you will ac

lead: pay him all fuch Sums as you fliall be able to raife, by pawning or enga-

ging it to the beft Advantage you can > after this I need fay no more, than to

conjure you by all the Zeal you have for his Majefty's Service, and all the

Friendfliip you have for me, to employ upon this Occafion your utmoft Dili-

gence and Credit} for the Conjunfture is grown fo extremely prefling at this

time, that I can never fay enough to recommend this Service to yourlaeft En-
deavours.

I am, SI R,
Tour Servant.

To m'y Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Brtijfds, OS. i;. S. N. 166f.

UPON Saturday laft, about nine at Night, the Bilhop's Agent here

brought me a Defire from the * Marquis to come privately to him. We Ofd-
ftay'd long together, and talk'd much. The Subftance was, that he had laft ftel Rho-

Poft writ to the Spanijli Ambaflador to inform the King, that he heard the "^f'SOi

French -were ready to march in Affiftance of the Hollander againft the Bilhop o^^^^^^mr

Munjler, and had told the Spanijli Ambaflador in France, they fhould take all
Spaniii,

Delays here in leave of PalTage for Denial : That he (the Marquis) was refol- Nether-
ved upon Confidence of his Majefty's late Letter and Affiftance to oppofe them lands.

till he received Orders from Spain.^ and hopes his Majefty will not fail of pro-

tefting and defending him in this Refolution: He fpeaks with much Earneft-

nefs and Paffion for concluding the League between England and Spain ; and
either a Peace or Truce between Spain and Portugal -, in which he very much
prefles his Majefty's Interpofition at this Time, becaufe nothing elfe will take

away the Difhonour on the Spanifi fide, but the Refpe£t given to fo great and
powerful a King's Mediation. He aflures me, he has given an abfolute Denial

to the Hollanders Demand of buying a great Quantity of Corn in thefe Coun-
tries, which now begins to be one, among their other great Wants: That
the French, upon Jealoufy of the Swede, fent very lately an Eni-oy into Hol-

land, to join with them in preffing the Dane to put himfelf into a Pofture of
making a Diverfion : That for Security of thefe Countries, fix thoufand Spa-
niards and Italians were in few Days expefted herej thefe by Land, thofe by
Sea: And that for raifing German Troops, he had laft Week fent five hun-
dred thoufind Gilders into Germany, from whence, if they needed, he could

have twenty four thoufand Men, (o as he doubted not to defend thefe Coun-
tries, li France alTaults him. The Biafs of all this Difcourfe was to fiiew they

had no great need of our Affiftatice, at the fame time they prefs fo much to be
allured of itj and to reprefent the mutual Neceffity of a Conjun6tion between
Vol. IL B England



Letters of Sir William Temple,

England znA Spahi^ with all the Exprcflions of Affcdiion to his Miajefty's Per-

fon and Service, that a Courtier, or almoit a Lover could ufe. Upon this laft

Subjcft I could not let him pals with the Difcourfe of the late King's Uuin,

and his Majefty's Danger at Home for want of Fricndlliip Abroad ; nor could 1

leave that Point, becaufe he had fo often harped upon it, till I forced him to

confefs, at leail by Silence, tliat ius Majefty was as iGife at Home at this time,

as either French or Spaniflj King.

For the rclt, finding him now much w^umer than he ufed to feem in the

Defires of the Billiop of M^^/er's Succefs, or at kail, Profcrvation j and find-

ing from Alderman Backive/l that he had yet been able to raife uo more Money
upon all our Tin at Antwerp for the fecond Paymcur, thofe paltry Merchants

combining to ruin him io the Price of it, upon the Belief of Jiis NecefTity to

fell : I would not omit that Occafion of defiring the Marq/ds to find fome
Perfon out that fliould take it all oflF oui- Hands with ready Monev, which
they might raife at their own Leifure, and, I believed, with much Gains

i in

which 1 allured him he would give his Majefty a great Teftimony of his Af-
feftion to his Service, which was fo much conceriKd in the BiHiop oi Mm-
fter's Fortunes. He told me, he would confult about it next Morning} and
"upon Sunday Night fent one with a Difpatch of mine to Alderman Backioelly

to know the whole Quantity, and lowelt Price: So tluit I am now in great

Hopes of feeing fome good Iffue of that Bufmefs, which I almoit begun to

defpair of.

An Exprefs from the Bifhop of Munjler came to me on Saturday laft, pro-

tefting he could no longer fublift unlefs the Money camej and your Lordi'hip

may eafily imagine how much Pain I am in upon that Occafion > efpecially

hearing my felf fo often reproached for having drawn him to fo defperate an

Adventure, fo much againlt his own Refolutions, which were, not to take

the Field till the fecond Payment were received, and the third aftured on this

fide : It would look like Vanity in me, to tell yourLordfhip more, of what I hear

too much, of this kind} bu.t I will fay, that unlefs you take fome fpeedy and efFe-

ftual Refolution in this Particular, I fhall look like the veriert Rogue in the

World, and fuch, as it will not be much for his Majefty's Honour to employ.

But after all I will tell your Lordlhip freely, that I think all my Trains had
not taken Fire without a perfe<Sb Accident, which I had the good Fortune to

improve fo upon the fudden, as to make it the abfoiute Occafion of the Bilhop's

taking the Field when he did ; which I fhall forae time or other, I hope, en-

tertain you with, and will ferve for a Moral to ftiew how fmail Shadows and
Accidents fometimes give a Rife to great A&ions among Mankind j for either

fuch, or the Beginning of fuch, this bold March is like to prove. All i know
of its Succefs you will find in thefe Letters ; oqe from my Lord Carling ferd,

to whom I cannot fend your Lordihip's laft, till I have farther Dire<9:ions from
him for my Addrefs > the other being part of one from a Perfon in the Holland

Camp belonging to the Rhingrave. Twenty Rumours more we have of his

Succeffes, but 1 will not yet credit them : This much I will, that nothing can

probably endanger him befides want of Money, and that I kiww him to be a

iVIan too firm to be diverted from his Point, or flacken it without fomft fuch

Maim ; for he wants neither Prudence, Courage, nor Ambition. For the

Hollanders they were certainly never worfe at their Eafe than now, being bra-

ved and beaten both at Sea and Land ; flay'd with Taxes, diftra<5ted with Fa-

ftions, and their laft Refourfe, which is the Proteftion of /^>vi«a?, poifon'dwith

extreme Jcaloufies j yet that muft be their Game, or elfe a perfedt truckling

Peace with England.

I am ever^

Tour Lordjbip'i mojt Faithful,

md moji Humble Servant.

r.



and other Minijlers of State.

To the Duke of Ormond.

My Lordy BruJ/els, Nov. 20. S. N. i66f.

I
A M to acknowledge the Honour I received laft, by one from your Grace
of OElobcr the 2f th, which gives me the Occafion to beg your Behef, that

the frequent Troubles I give your Grace of this kind proceed from a moll
hearty and uninterefted Duty, without the leafl Thoughts of making any un-

confcionable Advantage by kich a Commerce, or at all expefting a Return of

fb great Value, as your Lordihip's Letters to a Venture fo fmall as mine. 1

confefs I am extremely pleafed with any Teftimonies of your Grace's Remem-
brance and Favour to me, which I mult efteem the beji^ and ever acknowledge
for the fiyft of my good Fortunes : Nor fhall I ever be fo much pleafed with
any lucky Hits that may happen to me in publick Employments from any othet

Refpeft, as from the Hopes of meeting Ibme Occafion to exprefs the Efteem
and Refentment of Kindnefs fhew'd me, when I was idle and unknown. But,

I befeech your Grace, never to give your felf the leaft Trouble, or lofe time

in writing to me upon the Score of common Civility, but to deal with me
perfectly like one of your own > and write only when you have Commands to

honour me, or Inclinations to oblige mej for the reft, one Word to my Fa-
ther or Brother, may at any time give me the Knowledge that mine are re-

ceived, which is all they pretend, and perhaps more than they deferve.

Since the Paflage of the FrenchTrooTps^ which thought fit to touch no part

of thefe Dominions, we hear little of them : Their Number fell fomething

fhort of fix thoufand, their Horfe were brave as they pafled Maftricht j their

Foot rafcally, their Shoes upon their Shoulders, their Feet galled, and their

Gallantry fpent in giving the Dutch a thoufand times to the Devil for their

kind Invitation: They paid nothing as they pafs'd, or falfe Money} took the

beft Treatment the Dutch could make them with Scorn and Infolence, and
drank his Majefty's and the Prince oiMunfter''s Health openly in the Market-Place
VLt Majiricht ; a Strain I fuppofe oftheirExtravagance,rather than good Meaning.
So I leave them, as they do their Colours when they can, and return this way
by Couples and Leaihes good ftore. By the laft from the Prince of y\/««/?er of
the 1 2th inftant, we had Aflurance that his Bridge over the Marlh was perfedt-

cd, his Army joined, and that Colonel or Baron J'O^ory (who is made a Ser-

jeant Major dc Bataglia) had with a Squadron of Horfe killed nine hundred of
the Dutch in a late Encounter near Groning: Befides this, and the French En-
voys, Monfieur Lejfyn having been difmifs'd with general Terms, I had no-

thing but defperate melancholy Complaints of his Difappointments from his

Friends, which I will not trouble Your Grace with at this Diftance.

I had my firft formal Audience laft Night from the Marquis^ and was re-

ceived with the greateft Expreflions of Zeal and Devotion to the King my Ma-
iler's Perfon and Service j of the Refentment of the Honour done him by this

Refolution of a Refident here, and wonderful Complement to the perlbnal

Choice} as I believe your Grace knows, good Words of all forts coft no Man
Icfs than his Excellency: But I am very confident his Inclinations to «/, his

Averfions to France, his Defires of Truce with Portugal, and ftri£t League
with England, are all very hearty.

/ am ever.

Tour Grace's moft Obedient,

and moft Humble Servant.

Vol. II. B 2



L B. T T E R s of Sir William Temple,

To the Baron Wreden.

Bruffch^ Dec.

SIR-, 10. I<56f

.

1
Received yours, and am glad of

your Arrival at Court, where I ne-

ver doubted the good Reception fo

honelt a Gentleman would find, who
came from fo brave a Prince. \ am
forry for your bad Wine and Lodging
at Oxford; for as to the former I know
it is a fort of Plague you are more a-

fraid of than that at London., where in

a little time I hope you will have no

occafion to complain either of one or

t'other: In the mean while take my
Word for the matter, 'tis but half a

dozen GlafTes more, and good or bad

comes all to the fame thing. As
for your Lodging, in troth I be-

lieve the Crowd is fo great at pre-

fent in every Houfe, tnat you will

hardly find an Opportunity of making
Love to your Landlady : But, Sir, you

muft have a little Patience, and not

think of fucceeding in all Amours at

the rate you did with Madamoifcllc

IfahcUa ; befides, if you remember, it

coll you dear enough then, by the

Fright you were in of lofing your great

Diamond. Love, like other Things,

is good for nothing when one makes

too much hafte in it j and our Englifl}

Ladies don't care -that Men fhould he
over violent in beginning this Game,
for fear they fhould be to in conclu-

ding it.

Well, I am heartily forry I can give

you no good Recommendations where

you are, becaufe I am fure you would
be fo jufl: and generous, to pay me by

a Bill of Exchange on your little Mi-
ftrcfs here. But now I talk of a Mi-
ilrefs, you muft know Monfieur le Cbe-

"jalier has order'dhis Affairs here worfe

than at Paris : For I believe ferioufly

he pafs'd through this Place without
fo much as paying one Vifit to his ;

and that is the Reafon why he carried

fo much Money to Mun/ler^ and rode

Poft with greater \''igour than ever he

did from hence to Fiance.

And is not this now a very fine Let-

ter for two grave Miniftcrs of State?

But

Au Baron Wreden.

A BrHxeUes.y le lo

Monfieur, Dec. S.N. i6(Jf.

T'^7" re^u la votre^ £i? ;> tne rejoiiii

I de votre arrivce a la Cour ; je n'ay

^ jamais doiite qiiun aujji honette

homme que votis, Q qui a rhomicur d'e-

tre envoye par nn Prince aujft dijlingue,

n'y trowvat toute forte de ion accueil;

Je prens part au maui'ais gifie d''Ox~

ford, y au mechant Vin que vous y avez

bu. A regard de ce dernier
.^

je ffay
que c''eft une forte de pejle que vous crai-

gnez plus que celle de Londres •, ^ au re-

fle, j'efpere qu''avant qu'il foil pen, vous

n\iurez plus fujet de vous y plaindre ni

de fun ni de I'autre. En attendant^

croyez moy, il ne faut que fix verres de

vin de plus, il n'importe qu'il foit boa

ou niauvais, ^ tout reviendra a la meme

chofe. Pour le logement, je m'imagine

que la foule efi ft
grande a cette heure

dans toutcs les maifons , que vous ne

trouvez pas les moyens de faire commo-

dement Vamour a la fille du logis j Mais,

Monfieur, il faut avoir un peu de pa-"

tience, ^ ne croire pas r'euffir toujours

avec autant de bonheur i^ de rapidite

que vous fites avec Madamoifielle Ifabel-

le : Encore, devez vous vous fiouvenir,

qu'il vous en couta alors affcz cher par

rextreme peur que vous eutes.^ quand vous

vous appercutes du danger que couroit le

gros diamant. L'amour auffi bien que

toutcs les autres chafes, ne vaut plus rien

des qu'on le traite trop a la bate ; (^
nos filles ne veulent point qu^'on foit fi pre-

cipite h commencer cette forte de jeu, de

peur que la fin ne reffemble trop au com-

mencement.

Je fuis, ma foy, trSs marri de ne pou-

voir vous adreffer furement dans la ville

ou vous elcs; car de Vhumeur dont je

vous connois, je fay que vous feriez af-

fcz genereuxy (^ afiez equitable, pour

}ne rembotirfcr par un lettre d'cchange

fur votre petite maitrefie Brabangonne

Mais a propos de maitreffe, Monfieur le

Chevalier a plus mal fait fes affaires icy

qu'a Paris; car je croy tout de bon qu'il

a paffe par icy fans voir feiilement Id

fienne ; ntais c'eft par la auffi qu'il a
porte tant d'argcnt a Munfler, qu'il

a couru la pofle plus courageufcment qu'il

n'a fait d'icy en France.

Void, ma foy, une belle lettre pour

deux fages Minijlres } tout de bon Ufaut
un
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m pen parky d'affaiYes, >ie fht-ce ^ui

pour fauver ks apparOiccs : Mais, S-
'vouez la verite, Ji le Chevalier Bcalhig

voHS entretenoit feulcment une fois le

fiiois, c'oftii^i jt "oiens de faire, l^ qii'en

votre faveur il relachat urt peu de ce

grand fcrienx, n'eji il pas vray, qu'il

ri'y attroit plus que lay qui fut de vos a-

jniSf ^ que je perdrois la place que foc-
cHpe dans votre fowoenir.

Saz-ez VOHS bien que le Rtfident d'ftol'

iande aioue que le Prifice de Munjler a
pris Reyde, un petit Port de mer, ou il

pent etre "vifite de fes amis ; ^ que les

avis d'jfn'Vers nous difcnt, qttil eft vemt
a lout du Fort de Bourtang. Mais on

dit auffi que VEveque d'Ofnahrug ejl

fort pique de la penfee qit'on peut avoir

qu'im Eveque Lutherien ne vaut pas uii

Eveque Catholique ; (^ qu'il eft tout

But come, we muft talk a little of

Bufinefs, if it be only for the good

Grace of the IVTatter : And yet 1 am
confident, if Sir Bcalivg would enter-

tain you at this rate but once a Month,

and unbend himlclf a little from his

ferious way, you would rcclcon him as

your only Friend, and thinlc no more
of me.

Well; but have you heard what the

Dutch Refident tells us, that the Prince

of Mnnfler has taken Reyde, a fmall

Sea Port, where his Friends may come
and give him aVifit. The News from

Antwerp fiy farther, that he has got

the Fort of Bourtang ; but they add,

how the Bifhop of Ofnabrug is refolv'd

to let the World lee, tliat a Lutheran

Prelate is as good as a Catholick j and

to that end, is refolved at the Head of y#/» de s'avancer h la tete de quelquts

fome Lunetibourg Troops to go knock troupes de Lunebourg, (^ d'aller hcurter

Mitres with your Mafter : All in good fa Mitre contre cclle de votre Maitre :

time. And as for Heads, I do not yf la bonne heure; car je nc doute pas

doubt the Prince o[ Muaftcr's is much que Monfieur le Prince n'ait la tete plus

the ftronger of the twoj but for the forte iS plus dure; a regard des Mitres

Mitres I can fay nothing. I am told je n'on fay rien. On nfa dit auffi, que

votre Chapitre de Alanfter va un pen

brouiller les affaires de voire Maitre^

ft cela eft, voila ma foy des Diables dd

Canons, auffi bien que vous. Mais jg

croy qu'il n'en eft rien; car ft cela etoit^

le Prince ne manqueroit pas de fairi

bientot deux Chanoines de Mefjieurs

cVHerhe 13 de Majette, ^ de les echati-

ger pour quelqu'un de ces etoardis : le

Governeur de Pleufen ne manqueroit de

pretence, ft le titre de grand Doyen etoit

ente fur fen gres ventre. On ne fait

point fi de pareils changemens ne pour-

roient pas bien arriver ; car {felon vStre

phrafe Allemcnde) Roond is de Werld
as een- -Pour moy, j'aimerois mieu:i

etre de fes Pretres que de fes Soldats^

car on dit icy qu'il leur donne fa Bene'

diBion, ^ les envoye au dlable, ji veux

dire, a travers de Marais inipraElicables,

d'oii jamais Capitaine feeulier n'auroit ofe

approcher.

befides, that your Chapter of Munfer
has fomcwhat embroiled your Mailer's

Affairs} if this be lb, there are more
Diables de Canons befide your felf But

I believe the Matter is not much j

for if it -were, I know the Prince

would quickly make Monfieur d'Herbe

and Mondeuv Majctte, a couple of Ca-

nons, in Exchange for fome of thofe

Blockheads : And for Grand Dean, I

think the Governor of P/«oe« with

the great Belly would make a good

Figure enough. Who knows but iuch

Revolutions may happen? For, to

fpeak in your own Words, 'the World

is as round as a For my own part,

I had rather be one of your Mailer's

Priefts than his Soldiers •, for they fay

here, that he rifcs at four a Clock,

gives them [his Soldiers] his Benedi-

ction, and then fends them to the D—
over Bogs and Marlhcs, where no fe-

cular Captain duril; ever pafs.

Farcwel, Sirj and when you intend

to warm your felf with Sack, pray re-

member to order your Servants inftead

of removing your Sword to remove
your Purfe, and prevent you from do-

ing ('according to your Cullom) more
Good than you defign, as they pre-

vent others from doing Mifchief. For

it is a Cuftom in England, that what-

ever a Man gives aNvay over Night, he

hears

Adieu Monfieur, £f? fouvenez vous bien

en vous echauffant des funices du vin des

Canaries, qu'on prend fouvent la pre-

caution d'oter de devant un homme qui a

bu, fon epee, de peur qu'il ne faffe le

Mechant > mais que vos amis en doivent

prendre une oppof^e, qui eft de vous oter

votre argent, de peur que ne faffiez trop

le genereux; car en Angleterre, ce qu'on

donne le foir^ ne fe retrouve plus le ma-
tin :
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hears no more of it next Morning, tin: ^mnt h moy, £5? Ic foir i^ k ma-

At all Hours of both I am, tin -vous me trowarez toujour
s.

SIR,
Your mojl AffeUio-

nate Servant.

Monfieur,

Votre trcs afFc£ti-

onne Serviteur.

To the Marquifs <?/ Cartel Ro-

drigo.

My Lord,

Britffelsy Dec. it.

S.N. i66f.

TH E News of your Excellency's

Indifpofition has very fcnfibly

afflifted mcj but God Almighty will,

I doubt not, quickly reftore your

Health, which is of too great Impor-

tance to Chriftendom, to fink under

common Accidents.

I defire your Pardon for the Liber-

ty I take to let you know, how Mon-
fieur Rhintorf complains exceedingly,

that he finds yet no Advance in the

Affair you were pleafcd to undertake

for his Mafter's fake, and indeed for

that of the King my Mafter too. I

defire your Excellency once more to

give your Hand to it; and that if

thofe Merchants will not buy the Tin,

you will give order at leaft to have it

engaged for three parts of its Va-
lue, fo as fome prefent Remedy may
be found to the Bifhop's Neceflities,

wherewith (by means of this Delay)

he is now prefs'd to the laft Extremi-

ties.

I take more part in this Affair, ha-

ving already writ to the King my Ma-
fter, that you had wholly finifh'd it in

Affeftion to his Service, for which I

do not doubt but you will receive his

Majefty's Thanks by the firfl Courier;

fo that I fhall be in the greatell Con-
fufion imaginable if the Bufinefs fails,

and his Majefty cannot chufebut think

me VC17 impertinent.

By my lafl Difpatch from Court of

the 1 8th inflant, I am informed that

the SpaniJ]} Ambaflador did that Even-
ing privately deliver his new Creden-
tials to the King, to whom and his

Minifters he flill continued to be very
acceptable ; and that upon Arrival of
thefc Credentials they began to enter

4 in

Au Marquis de Cajiel Ro-

drigo.

Bruxelksj Dec. iz.

Monfieur, S. N. i66f.

LA Nowuelle de Vindifpofition que v3-

tre Excellence a rejfentie depuis

quelque jours., m'a fenfiblement touches

mats je ne doute point, que Dieu ne reta-

blifj'e bien-tdt tine fante qui eft trop tie-

cejjaire a la Chritiente pour fuccomber

fous des accidens vulgaires.

Jc vous demande pardon de la liberte

que je prcns de vous avertir que Mon-
fieur Rhintorf fe plaint extrememcnt de ce

qu^il ne trouve encore rien de fait dans

Vafaire qiiil voas a phi de prendre a
cosur en faveur de fon Maitre ; ainfi

que fur la recommendation du Roy mon
Maitre : Je fupplic V. E. d'y mettre en-

core une fois la main, (^ de donner or-

dre que ft on a refolu de ne point ac-

cepter cette Marchandife, du mains on

la prenne en gage pour les trois quarts

de la valeur; a fin de remedier fur le

champ aux necefitez dont Monfieur /'£-

veque fe trouve prefse, qui peut etre font

vendues extremes far ce retardement.

Je me trouve d'autant plus interefse

dans cette affaire, qu'ayant deja mandS
au Roy mon Maitre que vous I'aviez

tout-a-fait finie dans la veue de rendre

fervice a fa Majefte, ce qui vous [era

fans doute marque avec remerciement de

fa part par le premier Courier ; je ferois

Vhomme du monde le plus confus, 13 le

plus impertinent aux yeux du Roy mon
Maitre, fi cette affaire venoit a man-
quer.

Par la derniere Icttre que fay reccue

de la Cour dattie du iS. du courant,j'ay

ete averti que Alonfieur FAmbaf'adeur
d^Ejpagne avoit le foir de ce jour la pre-

fente au Roy fes nouvcllcs lettres de creance

13 que fa perfonne etoit toujours fort a-

greablc, a lui 13 a fes Miniftrcs: qtCati

refte, fur I'arriv^e de ces nouvelks lettres

de
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1

in good earneft upon adjufling our
common Interefts.

By a Letter of the i fth inftant from
the Prince of Mtmjier, I am inforra'd

of the great and happy Progrefs of his

Arms} but on t'other fide, that the

Hollanders ufed their laft Endeavours
•to raife againft him all the Proteftant

Princes of the Empire^ under Pretext
that Religion has part in the Quarrel,

as well as the Intercft of the Houfe of
jluftria : And on both thefc Accounts,
as well as from your own Generofity,
your Excellency is engaged «ot to

difappoint him in this little Occafion ;

Not to alledge the Moral, which tells

us, That, ivhatever Good we can do

without Damage to our felves, we are

obliged to do, even to a Stranger.

Upon an Anfwer from your Excel-
lency, I am ready to difpatch an Ex-
prefs to Antwerp, and fhall remain.

My Lord,

Tour Excellency's mofl Humble

and Qbidknt Se.r-vant.

de creance on alloit commencer de fort

hon eceur a ajujier pos interets comnums.

Par une lettrc dti Prince de Mun'
fter du I f . du courant, fay ete aver-ti

de fe grands (^ heureux progrez ; mais
que d'un autre cote, les HoUandeis fai-

foient tons leurs efforts pour foulever

contre Juy tons les Princes Proteflans

de VEmpire; fous le pretexte que la

Religion £5? l^ Maifon d'Autrichc y
etoient interefsees, C'efl par la auffi

bien que par votre genero/ittf que vous

etes engage a ne luy pas manquer en

cette petite occafion, pour n'allegucr pas
la Morale qui nous dit, Quicquid fine

detrimento facere potes, vel ignoto
faciendum.

Sur la Refponfe de V. E. je fuis tout

fret a depecber un exprez a Anvcrs \ y
bieyi refolu d'etre loujours,

DeV.E.
Le tres humble & tres

obeifTant Serviteur.

Ti Sir William Coventry.

SIR, Bruffels, Dec. if. S.N. x66f.

IA M to acknowledge both the Honour and Obligation I received by yours

oi November the pth, the laft of which feems fo gi^eat in that Light you
give it, and by thofe Circumftances I now fee attend it, that had it come from
any other Hands, I fhould have wifhed a thoufand times never to have recei-

ved it : For there are very few I delire much to be obliged to, having always

thought that a fort of Debt which ought as duly to be paid as that of Money,
with more Intereft, and much gr€a.tcr Difficulty of cafting up. But knowing
that all generous Perfons are apt to favour and efteem their own, rather fuch

whom they oblige, than fuch as ferve thcra : I am extj-emely glad to have my
Name enter into the Knowledge of his Royai Highnefs, by his Bounty and Fa-
vour in the Grant of thofe PaiTports, rather than any other way I could have

taken; and beg of you, that with my humble Thanks, his Royal Highnefs may
know I enter uito his Service with this Advance of Wages, which it ihall be

always my Endeavour, as it is my Duty, to deferve. I owe and fhould fay a

great deal to your felf upon this Occafion, but that with my ThanJcs for the

Thing it felf, I am to join my Complaints for the manner of it; I mean that

you fhould trouble your felf to reafbn me out of any Cuflom or Action you
would have me leave off, or fay any thing upon fuch a Subjc6t, befides, that

you wifh it had been otherwife ; which I defire you to believe, fliall in far

greater Matters be from your Hand Perfuafion and Command enough to me.

My Prefumptions may be great with my Friends, but they are the eafilieil

check'd of any Man's alive j which is all I fhall fay upon this Occafion as to

the future : and for the pafl, I will only afiiire you that 1 fhould not in the

leaft have offer'd at what I did, had it not been at the carnefl Inllance of the

Prince o( Munjler's Refident here: And I am to make it my Bufinefs abroad,

to enter as far as I can into the Secrets, and for that end, into the Affeftions of
fuch
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fuch Miniftcrs as I have to deal with ; And as fome Men are to be gained di-

rcftly by their Heart, fo are others by their Hands. But another Fault were

eafier to be born than a long Excufe > I will not add to it by our News, fince

of all 1 write I am fure you know as much as you pleafe; only in general, our

Bi{hop lofcs no Courage nor Strength upon all the great Preparations of Ene-

mies, or Difappointment of Friends. The Dutch feem to be plagued by their

own God, and to grow unhappy in their own Element, the Sea having done

them in the laft Storms moft extravagant Harms : Some Letters from yimfter-

dam fay to the Value of thirty, and others, of fixty Millions: Their Cafe may
grow harder yet, if the Frofts do fo from the Munfter Side. Our Court here

is paflionate towards the League between the two Crowns -, as I am in the De-

fires of growing in your Friendfhip and Favour, and deferving it by any Te-

ftimonies I can give of my being,

S I R^

Tour mofi Faithful,

HumhU Seri-ant.

To Dame Auguftina Gary,

MJD AM, Bruffeh, Feb.i6. S. N. 1666.

I
Know not whether the Shame of having been fo long in your Debt, be
greater than that of paying it fo ill at laft j but I am fure 'tis much harder

to be excufed, and therefore Ihall not attempt it, but leave it to Father P/,3-

cid's Oratory j though having failed in the fuhjlantial Part of your Bufinefs, f

have little Reafon to hope he will fucceed better in the ceremonial Part of

mine. The Truth is, there is fo great a Difference in common Sound be-

tween, // is (lone, and, It 'will be done, that I was unwilling to acknowledge
the Honour of having received your Ladyfhip's Commands, before I had com-
pafTed that ofobeying them ; which the Marquis here hath fo often afTured me
would fuddenly fall to my Share, that I thought we had both equal Reafon, /&/V

Excellency to do it, and I to believe it. This Right I muft yet do him, that I

never prefs'd him in this Concern of your Ladyihip's, but he told me, all my
Arguments were needlefs, for the Thing fhould be donej and how to force a
Man that yields, 1 never underftood > but yet I much doubt, that till the Re-
fult be given upon the Grofs of this Affair, which is and has been fome time
under view, your Part in particular will hardly be thought ripe, for either his

Jufticc, or Favour, which will be rather the Style it muft run in, if it be a

Defire of Exemption from a general Rule given in the Cafe. Whatever Per-
fon (after the Father % Return) fhall be appointed to obferve the Courfe of this

Affair, and purfue the Lady's Prctenflons here, will be fure of all the AlTiftance

I can at any time give him > though I think it would prove a more publick Ser-

vice to find fome way ofdifTolving your Society, and by that means difperfing

fo much Worth about the World, than by prelerving you together, confine it

to a Corner, and fuffer it to (hine fo much lefs, and go out lb much fooner,

than otherwife it would. The ill Effects of your Retreat appear too much in

the ill Succefs of your Bufinefs ;, for I cannot think any thing could f^iil that

your Ladyfliip would follicit > but, 1 prefume, nothing in this lower Scene is

worthy either that, or fo much as your Defire or Care, which are Words that

enter not jo«r Grates, to difturb that perfed: Quiet and Indifferency, which I

will believe inhabit there, and by your Happinefs decide the long Difpnte,
whether the greater lies in wanting nothing, or polTeffing much.

I cannot but tell you it was unkindly done to refrelh the Memory of your
Brother Da. C^r^'sLofs, which was not a more general one to Mankind, than
it was particular to me : But if 1 can fucceed in your Ladyftiip's Sei-vice, as

well as I had the Honour once to do in his FricndlTiip, I fhall think I have lived

to good Purpofe here, and for hereafter fhall leave it to Alnjighty God, with a

4 Submif-
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Submiflion as abandon'd, as you can exeicife in the low common Concern-
ments of this worthlefs Life, which I can hardly imagine was intended us for

fo great a Mifeiy as it is here commonly made, or to betray To large a part of
the World to fo much greater hereafter, as is commonly believed. However,
I am obliged to your Ladylhip for your Prayers, which I am fure are well in-

tended me, and ihall return you mine, that no ill Thoughts of my Fnith may
pofTefs your LadyHiip witli an ill one of my Works too, which I am fure can-
not fail of being vQvy vieritorious^ if ever I reach the Intentions I have, of ex-
prefling my felf upon all Occalions,

M^ D A M,
Tour Ladyjhifs mofi Humble

anti mofi Obedient Scrvanf.

To my Lofd ArViDgton.

My Lord, Brufehy Mar. i. N. S. 1666.

I
Need fay nothing to bring your Lordfhip acquainted with Mr. Sherwood's
Perfon or Errand} yctbecaufeall Men take themfelves to meafure belt their

own Bufinefs, I would not difappoint his Defires of this Addrefs ; tho' to add
any thing to what I write upon all Occafions of the Prince o( Munfier's Con-
dition, Neceflities or Complaints, were, as I take it, juil fo mnch of nothing
to the Purpofe. All I will fay is, that whatever his Majefty's refolves to do,
ought to be fudden, and in a Lump, to provide for his taking the Field this

Spring, with Heart and Strength, which I believe a Sum within the compafs
of a hundred of his Majefty's Subje6ts would enable him to do : Nothing will

ever liinder me, to give your Lordfliip thofe Teftimonies I dcfire, of the moft
hearty conllant Paffion, wherewith I ihall ever be.

My Lord,

Tour Lordfioip's, Sec.

To the Duke 0/ Albemarle.

My Lord, Brufels, Mar. r. N.S. 1666.,

UPON Mr. Sherivood's PafTage this way into England from the BilTiop of
Alunfler, I could not refufe him the Occafion of waiting upon your

Grace, who fo well knows how far his Majefty's Honour and Interefts may be
concerned in the Succefs of his Errand.
Though that Prince's Neceflities may be grown great, as well as his Com-

plaints and the Arrears of his Payments, yet 1 am confident five and twenty or
thirty thoufand Pounds in a lump, and fudden, would bring him ftrong and vi-

gorous into the Field this Spring, which would prove a cheap Advantage to
his Majefty's Arms: and perhaps the greateft in Sight, next to your Grace's
commanding this Summer's Fleet j from which we all here certainly reckon
upon a Succefs, fuitable to the reft of your Fortunes and Glories, which I hope
to fee compleated upon the French Fleets. Mine will be great, if your Grace
pleafes to efteem me as you will ever have Reafon to do,

My Lord,

Tour Grace's mofi Faithful

Humble Servant.

Vol. II. C To
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To my Lo/r/Carlingfortl.

My Lord^ BynJJ'ds^ Mar. 6. N. S. 1666.

I
Have this Exception to your Service, that my Faults are taken notice of,

and not my Diligence: For in your Lordfhip's of the 2 1 ft paft, I find not

the Icalt Mention of any Letters received from mc, tho' I am confident by

other Circumftances, fome of them mull have been come to your Hands. I

fear your News at yiemia is not fo good nor true as your Wine; and by the

abundance of Reports with fhallow Grounds, I doubt your Court is rather in-

clined to hear News than to make it. That Brandenburg is our Enemy, at Icafb

for four Months, is too certain : That S'wcden is a Friend to Mnnflcr ^ we may
guefs rather fromCaufcs, than any Effcfts that I knov/ of: And fince neither

the Emperor nor Spain will contribute any thing towards the Bi^wp's Afliilance,

nor fo much as the ftaving off Enemies, that by Dutch and French are railing

up againft him in the Empire it felf, I know no Remedy. But yet in fpight

of all Force and Artifice to dilarm him, I expe£t for my part to fee him rather

befie.fed in Cofxelt or Mitnjler^ than make a Peace without our Mailer's Con-
fent, as is hoped by our Enemies, and perhaps willied by fome of our Friends,

for fear the Continuance of his Mufick Ihould make them dance before they

have a mind to it. But I believe all their Coldnefs and Shrinking will hardly

defend them, and may help them rather to lofe their Friends, than gain their

Enemies ; For we have certain News that the French have made a Place cVJrmes

between la Fere and Permnc^ where that King is coming down to the Rendef-

voufes of fifteen thoulitnd Men: And x.h.t Hollanders on the other fide are fo in-

curably poflefs'd with an Opinion of fome wonderful deep important League
between us and Spain^ that they are upon the very brink of refolving a War
too, and concluding a League offenfive, as well as defenfivc, with France j at

leaft if the Afcendant of this Year be favourable to De IVitt's Party as that of

the laft was, which begins to be a little doubted of late. I will not fend your

Lordllaip any Englijh Letters, nor our Declaration of War againll the French^

in Confidence it goes along with your Pacquet; by which you will fee his Ma-
jefty hath been as generous and civil, as the French King was rough in his, to

call it no worfe : But he hath begun the War with fo much Hear, that I am
apt to believe he will come to be cool before it ends.

I fhall ill deferve your Lordfhip's Leave of writing often, if I do it fo long,

and fo little to the Purpofe together. After I have told you my Lord Oj^'ory

is come over into England^ and that my Lord Arlington is for certain (as they

fay both in England and here) to marry the Lady JEmilia^ my Lady oiOffary's

Sifter, I will give your Lordftiip the good Night, almoft as late as I imagine

you ufe to go to Bed, and only tell you that 1 am at all Hours,

My Lord^

Tour Lordpip's mofi

Humble Seri-ant.

To Sir Philip Warwick.

S I R^ Bruffels, Mar. 12. N. S. 1666.

TH O' it be more eafy and more ufual to beg Favours than to acknowledge
them, yet 1 find you are rcfolved to force me upon the laft, without ever

giving me Time orOccafion for the other. How much I am obliged to you
in my laft Difpatch, I am told enough by Mr. Godolphin, but more by my own
Heart, which will never fufFer me to believe, that a Perfon to whom I have
been fo long, and am fo much a Servant, ftjould be any other than kind to



and other Mim/lers of State. M
nici for that is my way ofjudging my abfent Friends, and ferves, like a Watch
in my Pocket, to meafure the Time, the' I fee no Sun. The very Name of
Time puts me in mind, that yours is not to be fpent idly j and that you are

more pleafed to oblige your Friends, than to receive their Thanks: And there-

fore I will only fay, that mine arc very fenfible and very hearty, and that no
Man is with more Reafon, and with more Sincerenefs than I am.

SIR,
Tour affe£lionate Humble Servant.

To the B'ijhop of Munfter.

Brujfeht Mar. ip.

SIR, N.S. 1666.

YOUR Highncfs's Letter of the

pth inftant came in due time to

my Hands, by which I plainly find

with how much Faith and Conltancy,

as well as Wifdom and Courage, your
Highnels intends to order your Affairs.

My utmoft Endeavours fhall not be

wanting for the advancing of them, as

well as for encreafing and cultivating

the Confidence his Majefty hath in

your Highnefs, (on which the com-
mon League chiefly relies) efpecially

at this time, when fo many ill defign-

ing Men ufe all Endeavours to fliake or

delhoy it, wherein it is hard to tell

whether their Folly or Malice be
greater.

I hear every Day in this City, that

your Highnefs has made Peace with
the Hollanders, without any regard to

us or our League, or fo much as con-

fuking his Majefty upon it : And I

pretend to believe what I am told,

tho' I am inwardly affured to the con-
trary. As for Whifpers and Rumours,
it is not my Cuftom either to amufe o-

thers or perplex my felf with them.
I confefs I was fomewhat moved with
a Letter from the Duke oi Brunpwick
to a Man of Underftanding in this Ci-

ty , which I lately faw and read j

wherein he feems to feed himfelf and
his Friend with the Hopes of a fpeedy

Peace in all thofe Parts of Germany^

andatTures him from his certain Know-
ledge that the Prince of Munfter will

accept it, in cafe it be offer'd to him
without the greateft Ignominy and
Lofs ; wherein he fays, the neighbour
Princes ufe all Means to engage him.

1 am forry to find the Marquis of
Caftel Rodri^o of the fame Opinion j be-
VoL. IL caufe

Epifcopo Monafterii.

BruxelUs, Mar. ig.
Cclfiflime Domine, S.N. 1666.

REEli 13 tempeftivb admodum mihi
redditiS funt litcr.e Celfitudmis ve-

ftrte, 9*^ Martii datcV; i quibus flanh
perfpexi quatn inconcufsd fide, ^ quam
decora conftantid C. F. res fuas femper
ornatura fit, dum eafidem e.xmia pru-
dentid (5? aninw molitur interea ^ gu-
bernat. Mihi certe nihil erit unquani
antiquius ifio officio, quod femper pr^-
flitil3 pr^ftiturus fium tarn in illis omni
modo proniovendis, quam in fiormandd^

fcf fii opus fuerit crigendd fiacra fiua Re-
gi£ Majeflatis fiducid, qua pr<eciput niti

•uidetur communis foederis vinculum ^
robur, hoc prxfertim tempore ciim multi

13 vafri y ventofi homines illam pedi-
hus cant labefailatum, majore levitate

nefcio, an malitid.

In hac urbe pacem jam ratam iri in-

ter C. V". i3 Hollandos, pofthabitis om-
nino rationibus 13 foederis y noftris, ne~

dum confultd voluntate, ego utriufque au-
ribus quotidie accipio; credulitatem fi-
mulo, toto autem peilore inficias eo. Ru-
moribus certe £ff fufurris nee mihi alios

pafcere afj'uetum, nee meipfum excruci-

are ; commotum me paulb fateor Uteris

Duels Brunpwicenfis viro fagaci in hac

urbe tranfmifiis, quas ipfe miperrimi

vidi, legique diligentiiis, in quibus l5? fe-

fe ^ amicum multa fpe laBare videtur

pads in univerfis iftii Gcrtnani^e parti-

bus breviter reftituendje ; ftbique pro

comperto conftarc afi'erit, Principem Mo-
nafterii earn libentiftlme accepturum, mo-
do fine fumma ignominia £3" damno earn

oblatam iri contingat j in quo vicinos ait

Principes oleum (3 opcram fummo jam
ftudio impendere.

Marchionem de Caftel Rodrigo eandem

imbibiffe plane opinionem {3 fentio 13 do

C z ho:
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caiile I know the Event muft be dif-

honourable to your Highnefs, and will

be imputed to the King my Mailer

perhaps as Imprudence, at leaft as ill

Fortune. Nor do I think the Spani-

ards at this time of day fo generous as

to promote the League (which we
hope to fee confirmed by my Lord
Sandiviclf^ Embady into Spain) if they

once imagine, tho' but fally, that his

Majefty, among fuch potent Enemies,

is foriaken by his ncareft Confederates.

On the contrary, I am entirely per-

fuadcd, as well from your Highnefs's

laft Letter, as from your Virtue and

good Scnfc, that you have too great a

Regard for your Faith and Honour, to

darken the Lurtre of fo fliir a Life, by

fo foul a Stain. This I do not fail

continually to inform both his Majefly

and his Minifters : nor do I doubt, but

if Fortune fhall be wanting to the Ju-

ftice of your Arms, fo far as that your

Highnefs fhall be in Danger of being

brought to the laft Extremities, you

will at leaft have that Regard to fo fa-

cred a League, and to the Honour of

fo great a King, as to give his Maje-

fty timely Notice, declare the invin-

cible Neceflities you lay under, and

defire Pcrmillion to enter upon new
Councils.

As for us, I am fure your Highnefs

is fufficicntly convinced of his Maje-

fty's Care in performing his Part, and

how happily he has overcome the

greateft Difficulties and Straits, where-

in by occafion of the late Peftilence his

Revenues have been involved. About
ten Days ago I gave Monfieur Rhintorf

Letters of Exchange for 77000 Dol-

lars : He is a diligent Perfon, a Friend

to the common League, and of equal

Probity and Induftry. I have given

him alio other Letters, wherein a ve-

ry rich Merchant of Amflcrdam has un-

dertaken to tranfmit pooo Dollars

more to me with all convenient fpeed.

I have alfo Orders from his Majefty to

advance Money for your Highnefs up-
on a great Qiiantity of Tin lately re-

cover'd from Shipwreck at Ojicnd:

And his Majefty has farther given me
in Charge to let your Highnefs know,
that whatever remains fhould be paid

without fail.

Ico : q^iuppe ejufmodi event tint 13 CV. vi-

tio'vei'ti neceffe efi\ 13 Ri^gi Domino meo^

imprudenti<e forfan, ant faltem infoslici'

lati. J^ec Hifpanos ufque adeo jam
temporis generofos aflimo^ iit provehendo

fuederi {quod jam arctius ajlridlum hi

fperamtis niiperrima Comitis de Sand-

wich in Hifpaniam Legatione) fortiiis

irnpellant remos^ fi Regem Dominum
niciim inter tantos hoftes ab intinio fade-

rato defertum iri, fibi vel falsd perfua'

ferint.

Ego interea tarn ex poftremis Uteris^

quam ex ingenti C. V. indole (3 gcnio^

moribus etiam (3 fiudiis, mihi b contra

prvcul omni aled perfuafum habco, earn

'virtuti, fidei i3 gloria nimis foeliciter li-

tdff'e^ quam tit tot decora tam inflgnis vi-

tce tanta labe infufcari ullo modo patia-

tur. Hoc facrd fuce Regia Majeflati,

hoc Minijiris regiis inculcare non dcjino ;

nee iillus dubito^ ft tam jujlis armis For-

tuna in tanttim defuerit, tit inter tot ho-

fies C. V. in extremis fe laboraturam

prtsfentiat ; qiiin hoc faltem tanto foede-

ris hoc tanti Regis nomini i3 aiifpiciis

tribuendiim judicet, at facram fuam
Majeftatem non inconfultam -velit^ necef-

fttates inftiperabiles exponat^ 'ueniamque

demiun impetret novis (3 alienis confiliis

ineundis.

^lod ad partes nofiras atiinet, fafis

confido C. V. abiinde exploratum habere

quanta fliidio 13 opere facra fua Rcgia
Majejlas explendis ad atnujlim fingulis

invigilaverit, quantaque dcmum fcelici-

tate anguflias ^ difficulta'ts f'.mmas

eluHata fit, quibus per nuperavr conta-

gionem res fiias pr£cipub pecuniar^is in-

volutas fenfit. Ego jam infra dcicL't e-

lapfos dies literas Cambii ufque ad fcptu-

aginta feptem 'thalerorum wiillia valllu-

ras. Domino de Rhintorf ritb tradidiy

viro certo impigro^ animique erga res com-

munis foederis propenftffimi^ nee minoris

tit mihi "videtur probitatis quam indufirics.

Eidem alias impertii literas, per qua:

mercator admodum opiilentus jlnifleloda-

mi in fe p-ovinciam recepit^ triginta ad-

buc 'thalerorum millia mihi quampri-

mum tranfmittendi. Eodem tempore (3
magnam Jlanni molem Qflenda nitper ex

fjaufragio revulfam^ augendis C. V. ra-

tionibus impendere^ inter rcgia juffa ha-

leo ; prtecipuumque a facra fua Regii

Majeflate mandatum^ ut C. V. perftia-

fam pcnitiis 13 fecuram velim^ quod reli-

qui eft fine ulld ambage folutum iri.

All Hac



and other Mtniflers of State. »7

All this Matter was finifn'd before

Mr. S/jcyaJood's Departure for England,

whom I have however inftruiSted with

the beft Couiifel I could, as well as

with Letters of Recommendation to

the chief Miniltersj tho' I am certain

his Majefty's Jultice and Truth will be

more prevalent in this Matter than

the moft importunate SoUicitations or

Complaints.

In the mean while I fhall ufe my
utmoft Care and Diligence for the Ser-

vice of your Highnefs, and ic will be

your part not to be wanting either to

his Majelly, or your own Honour and

Safety, which are all concerned in this

Conjunfture. I alfo beg your High-

nefs not to be difcourag'd by your E-
nemies, not to diftrull your old Friends,

nor defpair of raifing new ones.

7'imc for the better changes many

In the mean time I wifh your High-
nefs Health and Viftory, and defire

you will ever efteem me,

SIR,
Tour Highnefs''s moft Obe-

dient Humble Servant.

Hcec omnia excuffa 6? abfoliita fuifje

advertenditm eft ante appulfum Domini
Sherivood, quern tamen in tranfitu falur

berrimis quibus fas crat confiliis, ^ com-

mendatoriis apud fummos Regies Mini-

ftros Uteris munitum voliii ; etiamfi pro

comperto habeam y Regis Domini mei ju-

ftitiam infignem {§fidem inviolatam plus

querimoniis omnibus vel precibus maxi-

me importunis in hdc re valituras.

Ego interea curd, opere, ftudto, (5?

diligentia, nee defum nee defuturus fum j

Celfitudini autem veftr^e curte erit ne fa-
cr^e fux Regime Majeftati., ne fibimet ipfi

defuerit, ne proprice denique gloria nee

faluti, quas in hoc cardine rerum lierti

fatis perfpeBum habere necefje eft. Nee
inter infurgentes hoftes defpondeat oro,

nee veteribus amicis ad minimum diffidat,

nee defperet de novis excitandis.

Multa Dies variufquc labor mutabi-
lis £evi

Detulit in melius.

Valeat interea C. V. {jf vincendo per-

gat; inter autem addiSliffimos ejufque

rerum ftudiofijjimos de jure femper afti-

met.

C. V.

Obfervantiffimum.'

To Mr, * Godolphin.

SIR, Bruffels, Jpr. i. N. S. 1(566.

AMONG my few Debts, I could not have imagined my felf likely to

have any in Spain, till my late InteUigence from £»_^/«k// and Obfervation

of the Winds perfuaded me to it, as my good Confcience does to endeavour at

the Satisfaction of them before it be called for. After I have welcomed you
into the Climate with the fame Chear and Kindnefs the Sun I know will do,

you muft receive my Acknowledgment of tvvo Letters I had from you before

you left Englifl] Ground, but withall, fome Reproach that you could mingle
the Expreffions of your Kindnefs with that idle BufinefsofAccompts, in which
you are too juft, as thole you had to deal with for my f Patent Fees, weie I

think too merciful, at leaft much more fo than I expefted. Your Letter

from Sheen was more obliging, in making me believe you met any thing in

that Corner you could be entertained or pleafed with; but if it were fo, I fear

you had your Revenge : For my Wife tells me to my Face, in her Letter upon
that Occafion, that llie fhall love you whilft fhe lives for the Kindnefs of that

Vifit. What Effeft this might have upon an abfent Man in Spaniflo Air, I

know not ; but from this more temperate Climate I will aflure you, that I am
content to fhare with you the Kindnefs of my beft Friends, which is all the

Qiiarrel I will raife at this Diftance, upon this Occafion.

The laft Courrier from Spain renew'd our Mourning at this Court for the

News of Sir * Sir R. F. and Sir R. S's Arrival at Madrid without Succefs in the

Portugal Truce 3 which being the Hinge of all Affairs at this time in Chriften-

dom,

* Ajter-

wards Sir

William
Godol-
ptiin.

f For Ba-
ronet.

* Sir Ri-

chard

Fanftaw.
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dom^ is (I hope) rcfcrved for your more happy and more dexterous Manage-
jnent. I find it agreed from France with other Parts, that nothing will have

good Ifliie in Portugal w^thont the Style of A'/>;_^' j and methinks the Spaniardi

Height ihould rather aim at giving him Ktng without Kingdom, than anuife

about Kingdom without King. The bell Swords, and Guns, and Trealures

will have ever the Power of reviving thofc Controverfies : In the mean time,

pray endeavour to make them fenfible, that the Pofleflion of Flanders is worth
the Revcrfion of Portugal; and that they could never have luch a Conjundure
to lay by the Puntiglto as during their King's Minority, who when grown Ma-
jor, may avow and dilavow what he pleafes of his Mother's Regency.

'Tis pleafant in me to be giving you Arguments ; but we are {o full of it here,

as you muft excufe all Impertinencies in this Matter. In lliort, this is a Bufi-

nefs mult of neccflity be done, and therefore for God's i'ake difpatch it : And
there's an end of my wife Counfels.

From the Marquis, here you mull look for no great Afilftance in this one Par-

ticular > his Birth and Intereil make it too ticklilh a String for him to touch;

In all others afliire yourfelf I have taken a Gare to prefs him, and his Excellen-

cy the Pains to endeavour all he can poflibly, for preparing whatever may ho-

nour your Reception, or facilitate your Negotiation, and being a Perfon that

has run through all the Bufinefs of that Monarchy, and allied to almoft all the

Perfons of the Council, I will be confident his Offices will not be ufelefs to

you, as I hope fome of our Countrymens will that preceded them. When
you farther defire any from his Excellency here, upon the Notice, I doubt not

to furnifh you.

I find by him, the laft Promotion of Counfellors was not made either by the

Duke of Medina'^ or Caftriglio's Fadtion or Authority, but chiefly by the

Queen's Confeflbr, and on purpofe to Ilrengthen a Party dependent wholly up-
on her Majefty.

The Duke oiAlbuquerque you will find a Man of more Warmth than Depth,
and no great Leader in Council or Bufinefs : Montalto is a Man of more
Head, has more of the Queen's Ear, and runs the Fortune of growing one
Day into the greatcft Miniftry: He is at prefent embroiled with the Duke of
Medina^ but if my Lord Sandwich would reconcile thofe two Strings, and tune

them together, he would find it eafy to concert his own Mufick there.

D'yiyala is Herb Jobn^ Jitona confider'd 5 and upon his March, which he
may fucceed well in, if he contents himfelf to make it by flow and even Steps.

Pignuranda would make a third Party, is learned, and called wife, but wants
Birth and Vigour to fupportmore Greatnefs than he has. The Confeffor isbon-

nejle Homme^ has lived till now retir'd from Bufinefs, but made a great Leap
into it on the fudden. CaflrigUo and Caracena are fo far known, as I need fay

nothing of what you are to hope or fear from them in your Negotiation. Pray
prefent my humble Service to my Lord Ambaflltdor, and give him this little

Light, if you think 'tis worth it. The French Men's Looks towards us are

fair, but I doubt their Meaning j at the fame time they offer at Accomoda-
tion, they write into Hollatid^ prefling all that is poflible, the State's Agree-
ment with Mtmfler^ that their Forces may be all free to fill upon England^ and
encourage the fpeedy fetting out of their Fleet, with Aflurance of their own
being ready to join. They muller'd fifteen thoufiind Men but ten Days hence
near this Frontier in great Bravery, where King, Queen, and all the Court
appeared. The French King refolves to march about the firll of May'm the

Head of them towards Sedan, upon pretence to force the Duke of Lorrain to
difarm, or at leaft, to know the Caufc of this prefent Arming. In the mean
time the Hugonots of Poitlou have put in three Requefts to the King, demand-
ing Liberty'of their Churches, according to the Edifts of i\^a/z/f^, and ming-
ling fome Strains very bold, with others very humble.
The Prince of Munfter hath Envoys from fix of his neighbour Princes now

with him, treating about the Peace and Security of the M-^cflphalian Circle,
and an Accommodation with Holland i all which gives Jealoufy of his Honour
and Conftancy,

The



and other Mmijiers of State. I5>

The Eleftor of Brandenburg hath put in a Memorial to the States^ recom-
mending paffionately the Intereft of the Prince of Orange, which hath given

fome Jealouly both to Dutch and French.

The Elector of Collen hath ieiit an Envoy to the Hague., who is there arri-

ved to demand the Reftitution of Rhiuberg.

The Prince of Orange'^ Sifter's Marriage is concluded with the Duke o( Sm-
meren; for the Confummation of it the Princcfs Dowager and Prince ofOrangi
intend fuddcnly for Clevc. Captain Bennct and Sir John Saycrs, with feveral

others, arc arriv'd at Offend in the King's Yacht for Madamoifclle Bairrivaert^s

Tranfportation. The Captain of the Veflel approaching the Town, and pre-

tending to take a Ship belonging to that Port, and entring there for a Hol-

lander, purfued and fired at her, till a Gunner from the Caftle, not knowing
what Vellcl ours was, gave her one Gun, but fo unluckily, that itftruck thro'

the Cabbm, killed the Gunner, and fliot off the Captain's Leg. I have fent

Letters from the Marquis to the Governor at OJfend, to make all Excufes and
Reparations. I have jull now difpatch'd an Exprefs to the Hague, to defire

Madamoifclle Baverwacrfs Commands where and when I fhall attend her Paf-

fage, which my Lord Arlington hath adviied to make by Jntivcrp^ and to leave

all her Money there in my Hands, which with a hundred and fifty thoufand
Dollars I ihall meet there about the fame time for Munjier, will make me fo

rich, that I think I had beft take the good time, and run away to you into

Spain; but I fhall t never reckon upon your Protection, longer than I have

fome Honefty mingled with my Kindnefs for you > and while I have the leafl;

of one, you may reckon upon the moft of t'other that can be from,

SIR,
T'our mofi affeclionate Friend,

and mofi Faithful Servant,

To the Bijhop of Munfter. Epifcopo Monafterii.

Briijjefs, Apr. vj.

SIR, N. S. 1666.

THE Care your Highnefs was
pleafcd to exprefs for the Safety

of my Journev, makes me believe you
will be pleafed to hear how foon and

happily I arrived at Bruffels, s-iter ma-
ny Difficulties.

By a Letter yefterday, I recommend-
ed to his Majefty the Affairs of your
Highnefs, as I promifed to do, and
hope my Care will not be in vain : But
fince I left Munfier, I am informed

that Monfieur Colbert the French Mini-
fler would arrive in a little time to buy
the Troops that your Highnefs defigns

to difmifs, and to put them into the

French Service. Nov/ I cannot but

inform your Highnefs, how unjuft,

how falfe, and how ungrateful it will

appear, for thofe Troops that were
railed and armed by the King my Ma-
tter's Money, to enter into the Service

of a foreign Prince, now at open En-
mity

Bruxellis, Apr. vj.

Celfifllme Domine, S. N. 1666.

UMMA ifiafoflicltudo 13 hcnevolm-
tia quas C. V. in fecuriiate itineri

meo pr£ftancla demonfiravit, we perfna-

fum habent, non ingratum fore ft earn

certiorem 'vclim quam brevi ^ fxliciter

inter multa incommoda ^ difficultates,

Bruxellas appulerim.

Egojam per heflernas llteras cperam

y ftudium meum impendi iftls off.ciis

C. V. erga facram fuam Rcgfau Maje-
fiatem exfolvendis, qwx poH/cftas firm,

nee vana fore confido'. Accepi autem ex

quo Monafierio difceffi, Dcmimim Coir

hert Mintfcrum Gallictrru brevl M,p^litfu-

rum ad mercandas ccpias q'uas dmiiffura

efl C. F. eafque in ftlpsndia Reps Galli-

ci attrahendas. Non pojfmi C. F. ce-

lare quam iniquum, infiiunt, fe" ingra-

tum videhitur.^ copias pecunid Regis Do-
mini mei confiatas ^ infirvMas, in par-
tes i3 fiipendia franfre Regis alienr,

jamque palam nobis ininiici, t3 contra

nos armati j nee ifio modo did potefi; ut

novum
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mity with us, by which means they

become Rebels rather than Enemies.

And indeed I find all the Minilkrsof
Alnnjlcr are extremely averfe from this

Counfel.

For fincc his Excellency the Mar-
quis of Cajlel Rodrigo dcfigns to draw
into the Spanijh Service, all who are

Subjects of his Catholick Majefty,

with two or three Regiments befides,

and for that end defigns to fend Mon-
ixcwx D' to Munfler : I think it

more for the Honour and Advantage
of the King my Mafter, that thefe

Forces be placed in the Service of a

Prince v.-ho has been long our Friend

and Confederate i and therefore I de-

iire your Highnefs to give a Hand to

this Negotiation, which I promife

fliall be neither unknown nor unwel-

come to the King my Mailer. I am,

S I R^

Tour HigJmcfs's^ See.

novum iellum^ fed genus quoddavi rebel'

liotiis inflituant; a quo confilio ego omr

nes^ quus conieHi iMonaJierii officiaJes

cxpertus [am admodum alienos.

Cum autem Exccllentia fua Dominus

Alarchio de Caflel Rodrigo in votis ha-

heal fubditos ornnes Catholicts Majefiatis

in fua ftipendia retrahercy duafque infu-

per veJ tres altcras legiones ; ^ in hum
fincrn fatuerit Dominum D Mona-
jlcrium ufque ahkgare; ego rnulto magls

(si honori (^ utiUtati Regis Domini mei

condutturum ieflrmo^ fi copice ifl£ in au-

fpicia £$? flipendia Regis nobis jam tern-

poris cmifwderati (3 amkiffimi tranfeant,

Jdcoquc fupplico C. F. lit buic negotiatio-

ni fucilitandts (quicquid in fe erii) a-

trafque manus pricbeaty idque officium

Regi Domino meo ?iec ignotum nee ingra*

turn fore fpondeo.

C. V. ^c.

To Sir John Temple.

SIR, Bruffels^May lo. N. S. 1666.

AFTER fo long and fo hard a Journey, I thought you would be glad to

know I was well again in my former Station, and what was the Occa-

Hon of my leaving it fo fuddenly and fo privately, that I could not acquaint

any of my Friends with it before I went, v/hich now I am at liberty to enter-

tain you with.

This Winter has pafled with much Noife, made by the Bifliop o'^ Munfler in

his Entcrprize againft Holland with fome Attempts, but little Succcfs. The
Fault he has laid in fome degree upon the Marquis here, for refufing to fufFer

the Duke of Bornovillc to go and command his Troops, vvhicli he durft not

confent to, for fear of giving too much Offence to the French and Dutch, at a

Time when the Spaniards here are in ill Condition for a Quarrel : But the Bi-

Ihop's chief Complaints have been, want of thofe Sums of Money Itipulated by
his Majefty to be furniftied him both before and after his taking the Field. Our
Excufes upon the Lofs of the Ships with Tin before Ofend, though they may
ferve to keep us in Countenance, yet they will not pay Forces in the Field,

which he has often threaten'd thefe three Months paft muft break up, without

fpeedy Supplies. In the mean time his neighbouring Princes of the Empire^

efpecially the Elcftors o£ Mcnts and Brandenburg, with the Duke of Nieuburg,

feeing a Flame broke out, which muft draw foreign Armies into the Empire,

both French and Dutch, have ufed firft all Offices they could, to prevail with

the Biftiop to make his Peace with Holland, engaged the Emperor himfelf in

the fame Endeavours, and finding him fteady to his Treaty with the King, at

laft the Duke of Brandenburg drew his Forces into the Field, rcfolvcd to com-
pel him by joining with the Dutch, if he could not perfuade him to make the

Peace i and the Duke oi Nieuburg prepared to fecond him in this Deiign. The
French were not wanting in their Offices to the fame Ends -, fo tliat a private

Agreement was made about the beginning of this Month, for tlic French^

Dutch and Munficr Envoys to meet at Cleve, and there treat the Peace under

the Mediation of the Elector of Brandenburg.

As
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As foon as the King received this Alarm, he fent nn Exprefs immediately to

command me away the inftant I received it, with a Commiflion to the Biihop

of Mimfter, and with Jnlbii£tions to do all I could poffibly to hinder the Peace,

and with Bills of Exchange to revive his Payments, which had been long in-

termitted, and Promife of more to be remitted every Poll:, which I was to

order into his Agent's Hands here in my Abfence.

I went accordingly, acquainting none with my going but the Marquis here,

who gave me twenty of his own Guards, with Command to follow abfolutely

all Orders I ihould give them. I was to pafs through a great deal of thcSpa-

niflj Country, much infefted with Dutch Parties, more of the Duke of Nieu-

bitrg's, and more yet of the BrandcnburgiTS^ who I know were all Enemies to

the Affair I went upon, and therefore thought it heft to pafs for a Span'ip En-
voy fent from the Marquis Cajlcl Rodrlgo to the Emperor^ and charged my
fmall Guard, and the Cornet that commanded them, to keep true to this Note.
And fome of my Servants, as well as moil of the Guards fpeaking SpaniJJ}, I

fpoke nothing elfe, unlefs in private, or when I was forced out of it by fome
Incident.

In this Guife I came to Dujfeldorp where the Duke of Nictihurg happen'd to

be; fcontrary to what I had been informed^ as foon as I was in my inn, one
of his Officers came to know who I was, and whither I was going, and would
not be fttisfied by the common Anfwer from my Servants and Guards, but
would receive it from me : When he came up, tho' with much Civility, yet

he prefs'd me fo far, that I found there was no feigning with him, and fo bid

him tell the Duke, that v/ithin an Hour I would come and give him an Ac-
count both of my felf and my Journey. I remember'd the great Kindnefs that

had ever interceded between his Majefty and this Prince > and tho' I went up-
on an Errand that I knew was dilagreeable to him, yet I thought he would be
lefs likely to crofs me if I acquainted him frankly with it, than if I difguifed

fcurvily, as I was likely to do, being the thing of the World 1 could do the

moft uneafily.

I had a Letter of Credence which I brought out o? England at my firfl com-
ing over for this Prince ; but paffing another Way to Minifter I had not ufed

it, and fo refolved to do it now. 1 did fo, gave it him, told him my Eirandj
how much his Majefty reckon'd upon his Friendfliip, and defired his good Of-
fices to the Bifhop of Munfier in the Defign I went upon, of keeping him firm

to his Treaties with the King my Mailer.

This Duke is in my Opinion the finell Gentleman of any German I have feen,

and deferves much better Fortune than he is in ; being fmall, very much bro-

ken, and charged with a very numerous Iffuej he feems about fifty Years old,

tall, lean, very good Mien, but more like an Italian than a German: All he

fays is civil, well bred, bonne[fe., plain, eafy, and has an Air of Truth and Ho-
nour. He made great Profefiions of Kindnefs and Refpeft to the King, was

forry he could not ferve him in this Affair; his Engagements were already ta-

ken with the Emperor and his neighbour Princes for making the Munjlcr Peace,

and by that means keeping War out of the Empire. He doubted 1 could not

ferve his Majelty upon this Errand neither; for he firfl believed I could not

get fafe to Mimjler, the Ways being all full of Dutch and Brandenburg Parties,

who had Notice of the King's Intention to fend away to the Bifliop upon this

Occafion ; and if I fhould arrive, he believed however I fhould find the Peace

figned before I came.

My Anfwer was fhort, for I was very weary; that go I would, however I

fucceeded ; that for the Danger of the Journey I knew no providing againfl

it, but a very good Guide who might lead me through Ways the moil unfre-

quented ; That I would defire his Highnefs to give me one of his own Guards
to conduft me, becaufe none would expeft a Perfon going upon my Defign,

would have one in his Livery for a Guide; and I defired he would let me pafs,

as I had done hitherto in my Journey, for a Spanijl) Envoy. The Duke, after

fome Difficulties at firfl (which we turned into Pleafantrics) complied with

me in all : I took my Leave, and went away early next Morning.

Vol. II. D I never
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I never travcll'd a more favage Country, over cruel Hills, through many
great and thick Woods, Itony and rapid Streams, never hardly in any high
Way, and very few Villages till I came near Dortmund a City of the Empire^

and within a Day's Journey, or fomcthing more, of Manlier. The Night 1

came to DortniHud was fo advanced when 1 arrived, that the Gates were Ihut,

and with all our Eloquence, which was as moving as we could, we were not

able to prevail to have them opcn'd ; they advifcd us to go to a Village about a

I-eague dillant, where they faid we might have Lodging. When we came
there, wc found it all taken up with a Troop of Brandenburg Horfe, fo as the

poor Spanijl) Envoy was fain to eat what he could get in a Barn, and to fleep

upon a Heap of Straw, and lay my Head upon m.y Page inllead of a Pillow :

1 he bed of it was, that he underftanding Dutch^ heard one of the Branden-

burg Soldiers coming into the Barn examine fome of mv Guards about me and
my Journey, which when he was fatisfied of, he askcd'if he had heard nothing
upon the Way of an EnglifJ] Envoy that was cxpcftcd ; the Fellow iaid, he was
upon the Way, and might be at Dortmund within a Day or two, with which
he was fatisfied, and I llept as well as I could.

The next Morning I went into Dortmund, and hearing there that for five

or fix Leagues round, all was full of Brandenburg Troops, 1 difpatch'd away a

German Gentleman I had in my Train with a Letter to the Bifliop of Munfter,
to let him know the Place and Condition I was in, and defire he would fend

me Guards immediately, and ftrong enough to convey me. The Night fol-

lowing my Meflcnger rcturn'd, and brought me Word, that by eight a Clock
the Morning after, a Commander of the Bifhop's would come in fight of the
Town at the Head of twelve hundred Horfe, and defired I would come and
join them fo foonas they appeared. I did fo, and after an eafy March till four

a Clock, I came to a Caftle of the Bifhop's, where I was received by Litute-
nant-General Gorgns a Scotchman in that Service, who omitted nothing of Ho-
nour or Entertainment that could be given me. There was nothing here re-

markable, but the moft epifcopal w^ay of Drinking that could be invented.

As foon as we came in the great Hall, where ftood many Flaggons ready char-

ged, the General called for Wine to drink the King's Health ; they brought him
a formal Bell of Silver gilt, that might hold about two Q^iarts or rnorej he
took it empty, pulled out the Clapper, and gave it me who he intended to

drink to, then had the Bell filled, drunk it off to his Majefty's Health, then
asked me for the Clapper, put it in, turn'd down the Bell, and rung it out, to
fliow he had play'd fair, and left nothing in it ; took out the Clapper, defired

me to give it to whom I plcafed, then gave his Bell to be filled again, and
brought it to mc; I that never ufcd to drink, and feldom would try, had com-
monly fome Gentlemen with me that ferved for that Purpofe when 'twas wc-

ccdary j and fo I had the Entertainment of feeing this Health go current thro'

about a dozen Hands, with no more Share in it than juft what I pleafed.

The next Day after Noon, about a League from Munfler, the Biihop met
me at the Head of four thoufand Horfe, and in Appearance brave Troops. Be-
fore his Coach, tliat drove very faft, came a Guard of a hundred Hey Dukes
that he had brought from the laft Campaign m Hungary; they were in lliorc

Coats and Caps all of a brown Colour, every Man carrying a Sabre by his Side,

a lliort Pole-Ax before him, and a skrew'd Gun hanging at his Back by a Lea-
ther Belt that went crofs his Shoulder. In this Pofture they run almoft full

ipecd, and in excellent Order, and were frid to fhoottwo hundred Yards with
their skrew'd Gun, and a Bullet of the Bignels of a large Peafe, into the
Breadth of a Dollar or Crown Piece. When the Coach came within forty
Yards of me it ftopp'd, I faw the Bifhop and his General the Prince d'Homberg
come outi upon which I alighted, fo as to meet him between my Horfes and
his Coach; after Complements, he would have me go into his Coach, and fie

alone at the back end, referving the t'other to himfelf and his General. 1 cx-
cufed it, laying, I came without Charadterj but he replied, that his Agent
had writ him Word I brought a Coramifiion, which ftyled me Oratorem nof-
trum, (as was true) and that he knew what was due to that Style from a great
King. I never was nice in taking any Honour that was ofFcr'd to the King's

Charaftcr,

..»,
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Charafter, and fo cafily took this ; But from it, and a Reception fo extraordi-

nary, began immediately to make anillPrcfage of myBufinefs, and to think of
the Spanijl Proverb,

^uien te hafe mas Corte que no fuels hazer

Oie ha d'enganner ote ha menefter.

And with thefe Thoughts, and in this Pofture, I enter'd Munfler^ and was
conduced by the Bifhop to a Lodging prepared for me in one of the Canoti^
Houfes.

The Bifhop would have left me immediately after he brought me to my
Chamber; but I told him I could not let him go without asking an Hour of
Audience that very Evening. He would have excufed it upon Refpeft and
Wearinefs, and much Complement j but I perfilted in it, unlefs he would
chufe to fit down where we were, and enter upon Affairs without Ceremony.
He was at laft contented; and I faid all I could towards my End of keeping
him to the Faith of his Treaty with the King, to the Purfuit of the War till

both confented to the Peace, and to the Expeftations of the Money that was
due ; he anfwcr'd me, with the Neceflities that forced him to treat, from the
failing of his Payments, the Violences of his neighbour Princes, and the lalt

Inftances oi \.\\z Emperor , but that he would upon my coming difpatch one
immediately to Ckve, to command his Minillers to make a flop in their Treaty
till they received farther Orders, which I fhould be Mafler of.

I went to Supper after he left me, but was told enough privately to fpoil it

before I fat down, which was, that the Treaty was figned at Cleve; though I

took no Notice of it, becaufe I knew if it were fo, being angry would hurt
no body but my Mafter or my felf.

Next Day the Biihop made me a mighty Feafl among all his chief Officers,

where we fixte for four Hours, and in Bravery I drank fair like all the refl ; and
'

obferved that my Spanip Cornet and I that never ufed it, yet came off in bet-
ter Order than any of the Company. I was very fick after I came to my
Lodging ; but he got a Horfeback on purpofe to ihew himfelf about the Town,
•while the reil of the Company were out of fight all the Afternoon. The Day
after was agreed to give me an Account of the Affair of Cleve; upon the re-

turn of the Bilhop's Exprefs after my Arrival, and at an Audience in the Even-
ing, with great Pretence of Trouble and Grief, he confefs'd the Treaty was
figned, and fo pall Remedy, and that it had been fo before his Exprefs arrived,

tho' much againil his Expeftation, as he profcfs'd, I am fure 'twas not againfl

mine; for I left Bruffels in the Belief that I fhould certainly find all concluded,
-which made my Journey much harder than it could have been with any Hopes
of fucccding.

I told him, when I found all ended, and no Hopes of retrieving it, that I

would be gone within a Day or two, and would take my Leave of him that
Night, being not well, and needing fome Refl before I began my Journey.
He faid and did all that could be to perfuade my Stay till I had reprefented his

Reafons to the King, and received an Aniwer : And I found his Defign was to
keep me as long as he could, while his Agent at BruJJch received Bills of Ex-
change from England that were order'd him in my Abfence ; fo that I knew
not how much every Day's Stay would cofl the Kuig, and that no other Ser-
vice was to b'e done his Majefly in this Affair, befides faving as much of his

Money as I could. The Bifnop, finding me immoveable, advifed me however
in pretended Kindnels to go by Collen, which tho' four or five Days about,
would be the only Way that was left for me with any Safety, the Dutch and
Brandenburgers having pofled themfelves on purpofe to attend my Return upon
all the other Roads; and he offcr'd me Colonel O^/wy, an 7r//Z> Gentleman in

his Service, to conduft me : I feemed to accept all, and to be obliged by his

Care, but willied my felf well out of it, and took my Leave, tho' he pretend-
ed to fee me again next Day.

I went home, and inflead of gofng to Bed, as I gave out, I laid my Journey
fo as to be on Horfeback next Morning between three and four of Clock upon
Vol, IL D i Good-
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Gnod-Frida\, which 1 thought might help to make my Journey lefs fufpeftcd : I

fcc'd the Officer tluitopen'd the Gates fot me, to keep thcmfluit two Hours longer

than ufual that Morning, (which I hear was performed] and fo committed my
felf to the Coii.diict of the Duke oi Niculiag's Guide, to lead me the fliortcll

Way he could into fome Place belonging to his Mafler. I rode hard, and

without any flop, to a Village eight Leagues from Munjlcr, and juft upon the

Borders of the Brandenburg Country : There I baited, and pretended to go to

Bed and Ihy all Night j but in an Hour's time, having got frcfh Horfes ready

for four Men that 1 pretended to fend before me, I put on a CafTaque of one
of the Marquifs's Guards, and with my Page, the Duke of Nieuburg'^ Guard,
and Colonel Majctte a Flemip Officer in the Munjler Service, I took Horfc at

the back Door of my Inn, while the reft of my Company thought me a Bed,
and refolved to ride as far as I could the reft of that Day, leaving my Steward
to follow me the next, with the reft of my Train and Guards.

I rode till eight at Night through the wildeft Country, and moft unfre-

quented Ways that ever I faw, but being then quite fpent, and ready to fall

from my Horfc, I was forced to ftop and lay me down upon the Ground till

my Guard went to a Peafant's Houfe in fight, to find if there were any Lodg-
ing for mej he brought me Word there was none, nor any Provifions in the

Houfe, nor could find any ^hing but a little Bottle of Juniper Water, which
is the common Cordial in that Country : I drank a good deal, and with
it found my Spirits fo revived, that I refolved to venture upon the three

Leagues that remained of my Journey, fo as to get into the Territories of Nicii-

iurg, having pafied all the Way fince I left my Train through thofe of Bran-
denburg, whofe Engagements with the Dutch left me no Safety while I was
there. About Midnight I came to my Lodging, which was fo miferable that

I lay upon Straw, got on Horfeback by break of Day, and to Duffeldorp by
Noon } where being able to ride no farther, I went to Bed for an Hour, fent

to make my Excufes to the Duke of Nieuhurg upon my Hafte and Wearincfs,
and to borrow his Coach to carry mc to Ruremond, which was a long Day's Jour-
ney. This Prince fent me his Coach and his Complements, with all the Civi-

lity in the World. I went away that Afternoon, got to Ruremond the next,

and from thence hither, not without great Danger of the Dutch Parties, even
in the SpaniJJj Country : And fo have ended the hardeft Journey that ever 1

made in my Life, or ever fhallj for fuch another I do not think I could ever
bear, with a Body no ftronger than mine.

At my Return I have had the Fortune to ftopfeveral Bills of Exchange that

would othcrwife have fallen into the Hands of the Bifhop's Agent here, and to

forbid the Payment of the reft he received in myAbfence, which tho' accepted
by the Merchants -xiAiitwcrp, yet were not fatisfied, the Time having not ex-

pired at which they were payable. And this Service to the King is all the Sa-
tisfaftion I have by this Adventure, which has ended the whole Affair of Mun-
fter that has of late made fo much Noife, and raifed fomuch Expeftation in the

World. 1 am,

SIR,
TourSy Sec.

To the Duke of Ormond.

My Lord, Brufels, May 14. N.S. 166f.

THO' my late MunJlcr Journey has given your Grace fome Eafe by my In-
termiflions, and me many Troubles, yet I met none of which I was more

fcnfible, than what I received at my Return by the News of your Grace's In-

difpofition. But I comforted my felf firff, that your Health is too confidera-

ble to fall, tho it may fuifer under common Accidents > and fince, with the
Certainty given me of its Recovery, in which I give your Grace what I

receive by it my felf, as much Joy, I am lure, as if 1 felt never fo great

an
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an Addition to my own, fince Mankind is efteemed fo great a fclf Lover, that
thefe are the highefl Exprcffions will be allowed us.

I have dcfired my Lord ylrlington to give your Grace, in my own Letters to
his Lordlhip, the Account of my whole Tranfaftion, which I take no o-ieat
Pleafure in repeating and fhould very difficultly at once give Relations fo%ar-
ticular, as what I made whiHl the Objefts, their Difpofitions and Motions
were in my Eye. The length of them may make them too much Trouble to
your Grace, of which my Father or Brother I know would be glad to eafe
you, and give the Minute of a Draught at large.

I fo concerted with the Billiop whilft I was there, and with the Marquis
here at my Return, that weexpeft here between five or fix thoufand of his bell
Troops, upon his Excellency's paying fifty thoufand Pattacons, and obliging
himfelf to reftore them upon Repayment of the like Sum whenever the Bifiiop
fhall have need of them ; which is a better Difpofal of Forces raifed by his
Majeity's Money, than if they had been drawn over into the French Service
•according to their Profpeft, and Monficur Colberl's Endeavour, who was fent
to Mimfter on purpofe to marcbaml them. Whether the Duke of Nieubiir?
who fecms wholly French^ will make any Difficulty in giving them PalTaoc
through his Country, I know notj nor whether the Light be true which wTxs
lately given me of a War like to fuccecd in thofe Parts between that Duke and
the Marquis oi Brandenburg, which would in this Conjuncture mingle the Cards
after the itrangefl manner impginable.

Tho' we hear much of our Fleet's being at Sea, yet we talk more here of the
Dutch Slownefs, who have not yet Men for above fifty Ships, and thofc fo
difhearten'd and cold in the Service, that I fear nothing but their eluding our
great Preparations by keeping clofe in their Harbours, till for want of Viduals
we may be forced to return to ours.

My Lord Carlingford is now at Prague^ uncertain upon his late Letters from
Court, whether he advances this way, or returns to the Emperor, whither he
hath difpatch'd his Son, and where we have fome Ground of Complaint, fee-

ing the Emperoi?. Name among all the other Princes in the Guarranty of the
Munfler Peace. The Endeavour of that Court had been much better employ'd
in compaffing the Peace with Portugal^ which hangs yet in great Uncertain-
ties, nor to (ay Difficulties : Neither of which there is the leail of in my being
with molt hearty and unfeigned Paffion,

My Lordy

7ot/.r, 8cc.

To my Lord Lifle.

My Lord, Brujfeh, Aug. A^. S. 1(566,

1 Received lately the Honour of one from your Lordflfip, and by it the Sa-
tisfaftion of finding your Health and good Humour continue, as well as

my Ihare in your Favour and Memory which I am much concc.m'd in. I afiure

your Lordthip in the midft of a Town and Employment entertaining enough,
and a Life not uneafy, my Imaginations run very often over the Plealures of the
Air, and the Earth, and tlic Water, but much more of the Converfation at

Sheen-y and make me believe, that if my Life wears not out too foon, I may
end it in a corner there, tho' your Lordfhip will leave it I know in time for

fome of thofe greater and nobler Houfes that attend you. I am obliged by the
very pleafing Relations you give from thofe fofter Scenes, in return of which,
fuch as I can make you from thofe of Bufinefs, or War, or Tumult, muft, I

know, yield rougher Entertainment} and therefore I have fent them in a Pa-
per, which iTiall pafs rather for a Gazette than a Letter j and ihall content my
felf only to tell your Lordfhip, that 'tis hardly to be imagined the Change
which about three Weeks paft have made in the Face of Holland'^ Affairs,

which
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which are now eftccmcd here to be upon the Point ot breaking into much
fuch a Confufion as we law in England -xhoui i6ff): Nor can any thing ahnolt
be added in thcfe Parts to the Reputation of his Majefty's Arms and Aflyirs ; fo
fiir, that it grows a Credit to be an Englifi Man > and not only here, but in

Amjierdam it Iclf. I am told my Lord Stafford^ who went lately thither about
a Procefs, has more Hats and Legs than the Burgom^fter of the Town. I will
not increafe your Lordfhip's Trouble by any enlarging upon this Subje£c, ha-
ving offered you a much longer in the inclofed. I wilh I could give you ibme
of another kind, by fending you a little SpaniJI: Millrefs from hence, whofe
Eyes might fpoil your Walks, and burn up all the green Meadows at Sheen^
and find other Ways of deftroying that Repofe your Lordlhip pretends alone
to enjoy, in fpight of the common Fate of Mankind. But however your
Friends fuffcr by it, I wifh it may laft as long as it pleafes you , I am furc the
Profeffions will do fo of my being,

My Lord^

lour LordJJjip's moft Faithful

Humble Servant.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lordy Britfels, Aug. N.S. 1666.

I
AM not to be forgiven, that endeavour by one Trouble to make room for

another, and foUicit your Lordfhip this way, that my Wife may have leave

to follicit you in a Matter wherein 1 can never refolve to do it my felf. Your
Lordfhip's Friendfhip has left me little to defire or complain of, unlefs it be

when I find my own Fortune fo difproportion'd to my Mind, in the Refolu-

tions I have of doing his Majefty all the Honour, as well as all the Service I

can : But how ill they agree in this Point (tho' I was ever rich while I was
private, even beyond my Defires) is a Story I would rather any body Ihould

tell you than I : However, I {hould not bring my Wife into this Scene, but

that I know fhe will ask nothing but my own, is a Perfon not apt to be trou-

blefome or importunate, and in all Kinds the beft part of,

My Lord,

Tour, See.

Patri Gottenburg.

Domine, Bruxellis, Dec. 16. S. N. 1666.

RE C 'TE 13 per mams dulcijfimts tu£ fororis accepi Chirothecas elegantijfimb

confutasy 6? non minus polite contextas Litcras ; per quas nee me elapfum me-

moriA veftrd, nee plane exutum Benevolentid, ^ fentio (^ gaudeo. Utroque nomine^

me pulcherrima ifia Indoli per totam veftram Familiam diffufie, potius quam ulli

meo mcrito obligatum ajlimo : Habeo itaque Cs? ago gratias quamplurimas, ut -verb

acCeptiori quodam modo eas refcrre ftudeam fororem optimam exoravi, qua me {ut

fpero) Officio y Debito perfunSium brevi redditiira efl. Faleat interim Reveren-

iia -veftray Jiudiis fropofitis aufpicatijfmi incumbaty 6? ex Votis procedaty meque

femper teneat,

Amiciffimum, 6cc.

ro
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To Mr, Tbynn.

6" / i?, Bnijj'ch., Tcb. 19. N. S. 1667.

ABOUT two Days fince I received the Favour of yours of the 16'^ paft,

and am forry to be put upon the Defence in an Encounter fo much to

my Advantage: This had not arrived, if I could as eafily have found the way
of conveying my Letters, as the Difpofitions of writing: For thofe I have al-

wajs had about me fince I knew your Station and Character, which I thought
would help to bear me out in that Attempt. The little Acquaintance you are

contented to own, I durfl not reckon upon, becaufe it was io much more than
I deferved, and fo much lefs than I defired ; but am very glad that may be al-

lowed of among the Obligations wc have to enter upon this Commerce, tho'

we need no other than our Mailer's Service, which may on both Sides be im-
proved by the Communication of what palles in our different Scenes. I ihall

not engage in anfwcring the Complements of your Letter, tho' I fliould have
much more Juftice on my fide ; but I am very ill furnifh'd with that fort of
Ware, and the Truth is, there is required fo much Skill in the right Tempering,
as well as the Dillribution of them, that I have always thought a Man runs

much hazard of lofing more than he gains by them, which has made me ever
averfe, as well as incapable of the Trade. It will be to more Purpofe to let

you know the Confidence we have here ofour Treaty with Spnin being figned

in all Points to our Satisfa&ion > but whether Portugal has or will accept their

Part in it, which is a Truce of forty five Years. I cannot yet rcfolve you j

only this I am afliired, that it is feared in the French Court, as well as hoped
in ours.

The current News at Jntiverp., as well as here, is of the Dutch Merchant
Fleet from Nantes and Rachel^ confiding of above a hundred Sail under the

Convoy of fix Men of War, being fallen into a Squadron of about twenty of
our Frigats, and few are fiiid to have efcaped : Tho' this be doubted by none
here, and the current Letters from Zealand as well as Ofieiid make it probable,

yet I fufpend my Confidence till the Arrival of my Engliju Letters, which are

my Go/pel in thefe Cafes. This Coldnefs I know makes me lofe many Plea-

fures, but on the other fide helps me to efcape many Difappointments, which
light Belief in the midft of fo many light Reports is fubjciSt to. The Coun-
fels or Difpofitions of a fubordinate Government as this is, are not worth trou-

bling you with, but thofe in the Court here are in fhortwhat we Vv-ifli them.
Thofe of the Scene you are in deferve much more the Enquiry j and 1 fiiould

be very glad to know them from fo good a Hand. My Delires of fcrving you,
can I am fure never be known from a better than my own, which can value

it felf to you by nothing elfe, but by telling I am,

SIR,
Tour mojl obedient Humble Servant.

To the Earl of Clarendon, Lord High Chancellor.

My Lord., Brufeh, Mar. 4. A^ S. i66j.

T ] PO N the Arrival of the lall Poft from Spain, which brought us the un-

Vy welcome News of our Treaty meeting an unhappy Obih uclion when it

was at the very Point of being perfected. Count Marjyn came tome, and after

a Preface of the great Obligations he had to his Majeity, and the Part he took

in all our Interelts, as well as thofe of Spain ; he fell into large Difcourfes of

the unhappy Influences any Interruption in the prefent Treaty would have up-

on the Affitirs of both Crowns. He infifted much upon the Hardfhip we put

upon the Spaniards, in not confenting to leave the Alllllance of their Enemies,

which
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which was all the Advantage they expected from this Treaty, inftead of many

they gave ; that the great Effect of it on both Sides would thereby be lolt,

which was a return into mutual Confidence, and at lead the Beginnings of a

lincere FriencUliip. That Spain having confented to what Terms his Majelly

thought reafonable, and Portugal not only rcfufmg them, but entrmg at the

lameuito new Dependencies upon France; he could not fee what could oblige

his Majerty to more than offering Portugal an equal Peace, and becoming the

Warrant of it. That at his Majcfty's Mediation, Spain had given them a

Style as ufual and as honourable as what they defired; and if they could refolve

to give them that of King mllead of Croivn, they had then no need or ufe of

his Majcfty's Mediation.

That whether we thought it our Interefl: to have a Peace or War in Chri-

flcndom^ we muff begin by adjufting the Bufinefs of Portugal; for if we defired

the firlt, nothing could fo much awe the 1-rcnch into quiet Difpofitions as that

Peace, and ours with Holland^ to which that would likcwife be an Ingredient.

If the latter, and we had a mind rather to be Seconds in a War of Spain with

France, than Principals in any, (which he thought was our true Intereft) no-

thin" could make way for it,' or enable Spain either to begin or fullain a War
with France, but a Peace with Portugal.

That he was confident, his Majelly's confenting to abandon them in cafe

they refufed to be included in our Treaty, would force them immediately to ac-

cept it ; that if not, and his Majelly fliould hereafter find it his Intereft to fup-

port them upon any great Succeifcs of Spain on that Side, it would be eafy to

do it by Connivance, by voluntary Troops of his own Subjefts, or by a third

Hand, provided it went no farther than to keep Spain in the Temper of yield-

ing to the Peace upon the Terms his Majefty Ihall have judged reafonable : But

for the prefent, without his Majefty's Condefccnfion to Spain in this Point, he

did not fee how we could hope to effeft our Treaty, or to receive any Fruits

of it, where new Occafionsof Diffidence and Diilafte would every Day arife.

Thefe were the chief of Count Marjyn'% Difcourfes, which he ended in de-

firing me that I would reprefent them to his Majefty's chief Minifters, and

particularly to your Lordlliip from him, as the belt prefent Teftimony he could

«nve of his Zeal to his Majefty's Service and Affairs, and which he would have

done himfelf, but for fear it might look like intruding into Matters and Coun-

fels he was not called to.

Befides this finglc Point upon which this Scop of our Treaty is wholly

grounded, I could not but reprefent to your LordlTiip fome otiier Circumftances

which I imagine may have fallen in and help'd to occafion it. 1 hear Frayice

has declared pofitivcly to the Spaniard, that they will immediately begin the

War upon the Spaniard's figning the Treaty vvith us, and concluding the Truce
or Peace with Portugal upon our Mediation. To this end, and to fliew the

Spaniards they are in earneft, they bufy themfelves in making new Levies, and

drawing down many Troops upon thefe Frontiers, as well as all forts of Provi-

fions, cither for Sieges or a Camp. Upon this, I know not whether the Spa-

7!ifh Councils may be fo faint as not to dare give the French any Pretence of a

Qiiarrel, but preferve their Quiet rather by flirinking, than making a bold

Peace : Or whether being compofed of Men that hardly ever look'd out of

Spain, or confider any thing but that Continent, they may not upon fore-

fight of War, either continuing with Portugal or beginning in Flanders, ra-

ther chufe the firft, where being Invaders, they may give themfelves what

Breath they plcafe, employ their own Natives in the Charges of Honour and

Gain, and keep all the Money fpent in the War ftill withm their Country j

whereas whatever comes into Flanders never returns, and is O.vallow'd up by fo

many foreign Troops, as the Levies for that Service muft needs draw together.

There may yet another and more prudent Confideration arife with thefe, which

may for the prefent delay the Conclufion of our Treaty } and that is, a Defireto

fign it rather before the Winter than in the Spring, and by that means both
gain tliis Summer to finifli the Fortification of their Frontiers here, and the

next Winter to put their Army in a better Pofture than they now are, or, I

doubt, will fuddcnly be for the beginning of a Campaign j and if this Council

4 ihould
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fliould be taken by Concert with us, that no Breach of Confidence may "row-

between us by thefe Delays, but the French only flittered by vain Hopes of
breaking our Treaty, and thereby induced to let the Spaniards grow a Year
older in their Peace witli them, and flacken the War of Portugal into as low
Expcnce, and a# little A(!:cion or Hazard as they can ; I know nothing can be
faid againll it, and iliould be apt to believe it, were the Counfels there, in the
Bread of any one Perfon by lalb refort ; whereas the divided Interefts and Paf-
fions of the Counlellors cannot well fyfferthem to fall into fuch a Refolution
with hope of Confent, and Secret among them all.

This Reflcftion puts me upon another I hear from private Hands, which
may poffibly have made iome Change in the Courfe of our Treaty ; which is,

that the whole Management of Affairs in the Council of Spain feems at pre-
lent to be devolved into the Hands of Count Capiglw, the Confeflbr leaving
it to him, and referving to himfelf thofe things only which depend immediate-
ly upon the Will of the Qiieen, and propofing to himfelf, during his iVIiniltry,

(which cannot be long in regard of Cafiriglio's great Age) to make way for his

own, by growing older and praftifed in Affairs, as well as the Knowledge, Ob-
ligations and Dependences of- Perfons. Now our Treaty having never paffed
through Capiglio's Hands, but condufted by Sir Richard Fanjlmw wholly thro'
the Duke of Medina's, (his declared Enemy) and fince by my Lord Sandivicb
chiefly through Pignoranda's, who is a third Party > 'tis not improbable that a
new Hand may give it new Form, either to add fomething of his own, or to
Ihew his Authority, or perhaps to purfue his former ufual Difpofitions, which
have been bent upon the W-^Lrvfiih Portugal, confidering no part of the Mo-
narchy but Spain and the Indies, and I doubt, in particular, not very partial to
our Alliance or Affairs.

Upon thefe Intimations your Lordfhip will infinitely better judge than I, to
what to attribute the prefent ill Poftureof our Affairs in Spain, and how to re-

trieve it. I am ever,

My Lord,

Tour Lordfiip's mojl Obedient

^
and moji Humble Servant.

To Don Eftavan dc Gamarra,

the Spanifh Ambajfador at

the Hague.

Britjfcls, Mar. zp.

My Lord, N. S. 166j.

ID O not know how to acquit my
felf of the Obligation my Lord

Stafford has engaged me in to your
Excellency, in begging your Favour
to procure a Paffport from the States

for my Wife. Your Excellency I am
fure will excufe the Care of a Mother,
in providing all that lay in her Power
for the Safety of her Children, and
who to eafe her felf in it has (mc-
thinks) confidered fo little to whom
Ihe was troublefome. If I had been
confulted upon this Occaflon, I fhould
not have fuffered one I am fo nearly

concerned in, to owe her Safety to
thofe who yet profefs themfclves Enc-
V QL. II. mies

A Don Eftavan de Gamarra.

Brujfels, 19 di Mar.
Scnnor, S.N. i66j.

YO no fe que 7nodo we he de refeartar

del obligo en que el Sennor Conde de

Stafford me ha empennado a V.E. pidi-

endo fu favor, en procurar un a Pajfa-
porte de los Efiados de Hollanda para
mi mujer V. E. ha de perdonar el recato

de una fennora que tenia gana de pro-

veyer todo lo que era poffible a la fegurl-

dad de fus ninvios, y para defcanfarfe

en efle cuidado no fe le dava nada (mi

parefe) a qui en cargava, trabajo ni im-
portunidad. Si yo huviera fido de lajun-

ta en ejia occafion, no huviera permiti-

do que una perfona que me tocava tan,

cerca pidiejfe fu feguridad de los que ha-
zen hajia aora profejjion de enimigos al-

E Rey



Letters of Sir William Temple,

mies to tlie King my Mafter ; and Rey ?iii Sennor ; y mucho menos de los

much lefs to them that treat the Wife que havian de trattar a la mujer de nit

of one of his Miniftcrs like a Mcr- Minijlro como a Mercadera^ mandando

chant, in demanding an Accompt of la ciienta dc fu kigaje j y par e/Io me

her Goods ; and therefore am very hiielgo mucho de que no ha venido el paf-

glad the PalTport did not come till llie faporte antes que fe hay a embarcado la

was a Shipboard in one of his Majc- Sennora en iin Yacht del Rey my Sennor^

fly's Yachts, trulling, next to God Al- confiando fe {con Dios) en el amparo fo-

mighty, in tlie Proteftion of his Royal lo de fu Real Nombrc : ^unque no fe

Name. And though I have not yet bajla aora en que ha parado fa viage.

heard how her journey has fucceeded, T'oda via por lo que ay de las intenciones

I clleem my felf as much obliged to tan favorables de F. E. en cfta occafion

your Excellency (whatever happens) a iin hombre ny conocido ny que merece

for your fiivourable Intentions upon ferlo^ me tengo por obligado ad m'lfmo

this Occafion to a Man neither known punto^ como fe me huviera refcatado a mi
nor defcrving to be fo, as if you had y mi familia^ de los mayores Peligros

delivered me and my Family from the que fe pueden topar en la mar o la ti-

greatell Dangers. erra.

God Almighty preferve your Excel- Dios guarde a F.E. miichos anms, y
lency many Years, and give me the a mi me de las occaftones de hazer las

Occafions of ferving you. obras como la profejfion de lo que foy.

I am, De V. E.

Tour, See. Muy humilde Scrvider.

To my Lady GifFard, written in the Name 0/ Gabriel PolTclIo.

Sennora Mia, Amberes^ lo dc Marco S.N. i66j.

HE reccbido con mucho gnflo y no jfienorre conocimiento la guarnicion de fpadct

que V. S. me ha hecha la mcrccd de cnbiarme, la qual me ha Jlado, mucho
7nas encarccida con lo que me ha dicbo defpues el Sennor Refidente de la parte de V. S.

que no era meiiefter enternecer me en lagrirnas ny oraciones {como efioy accoflumbrado)

con el fentimiento de tal obligo y que V. S. fe ejiimara muy bien pagada con una car-

ta Efpagnola ; porquc a mi es tan facile de mal efcrivir como a V, S. de bien hazer.

Y es verdad que fe tiendra por pagado con una carta ? Volo a tal que no le faltara.

carta aunque la pidiera en Gallego. Pero digo me di veras, es fanta F. S. O es he-

chizera ? porque eflo fe abuen feguro que ha hecho milagro y con una guarnicion di

flata mi ha herido hajla el coraeon y aum mas fuerte que nolo pudiera hazer el -mas

bravo Cavaliero con una oja de Yoledo. Pero me dira F.S. que eflamos en un figlo

que no es cofa mueva el hazer milagros con la plata y que con efla fola fe ciiriiplen

aora hazanas mayores que no con el valor y el acero en los figlos paffddos. Por vida,

mia que tient razon V. S. y por efie milagro no lo han de cortarla la capa. Pero
no fe como ha de cfcapar quando la dire que defpues que he tocado efla guarnicion en-

cantada, nic van amenudo cayendo las canas, y en lugar dt tin vicjo de fctenta an-

nos, me hallo moco de qumze, me fiento calentar la fangre en las venas, y bolverfe

en triumfo el dcflcrrado amor para afirfe cVefte miferable coraeon hazer le pcdacos en

unpunto. Defdichado de mi que he de tocar otra vez eftas pifados tan trabajofis

de la ciega mocedad como me bafla una vida a padecer dos martyrios. Es poffible

que yo me fienta otra vez abrafor de las llammas amorozas., y que de ceniza tan-

fria falga de nuevo tan viohnto fuego. ^ue yo me voya otra vez resfriandomi con

fopiros, y anegandome en las lagrirnas y padeciendo las penas y los afanes que no me
dcxaran la vida fi no fuera para fentir cada dia el dolor de la muerte. Ah Sennora
dc mi alma., quanta mal vie ha hecho conhazar me tanto bien, quanto mi ha de co-

jiar de vcras, la burla que me han hecho de fer cnamorado di F. S. en mi viyez

faffada. Pero quan facilemente fe remedia el mas trabajofo amor con uno poco d'ef-

peranca. 7b me voy pienfando que una Sennora tan complida no puede defviarfe de
la razon., y que me haviendo tan. favorecido quando eflava viejo, no puede faltur

d'alguna
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(falguna piedad para mi defcanfo., eftandome aora moco y Undo y enamorado. Pero

ft me lifonjea mi defeo y me enganna mi efperanga lo que ay di bueno en ejia occajion.,

es que me haviendo fu fa'vor rendido en un inftante de viejo mocoy de la mifma ma-
nera me parece que fu crueldad me ha luego de btielver de moco viejo, y entonces me
havre a burlar me tanto de fu hermoftira quanta fe puede burlafe acre V. S. de mi
paffion.

Bive V. S. milk annos, y a fevea enamorada comoyo a fetenta, que con efto no fe
ha de ol-vidar entonces de^

Su mas humilde cryado y Galan.

Gabriel PofTello;

To Colonel Algernoon Sidney.

S I Ry Brufels, Apr. 19. N. S. 1667.

I
Received two Days fince, one from you of the ifth paft, with two inclo-

fed, which I ihall not fail to convey by the Englijh Packet that parts this

Evening, and with the fame Afliuance that ufually attends my Letters j fo that

I think you may reckon upon their Safety in thofc Hands to which they are

addrefled. Your prefent Abode was no Secret to me, before I knew it from
your own Hand : That Information having been given mc about two or three

Months fince by fome Englifi Gentlemen, who paffed from Italy through Ger-
many and thefe Parts into England^ where I cannot think they made a greater

Secret of it upon Occafion, than they had done here.

I am forry your Difpofitions or your Fortunes have drawn you Co far out of
the Reach of your Friends Services, and almoft Correfpondence j in which I

doubt the Difficulties may Ihortly increafe, at leafl this way : For we are here
at prefent in little Hopes to fee next Month end, without the Advance of a
French A rmy into thefe Provinces.

I had Letters very lately from Petworth^ and my Wife fome as frefh from
PenJJnirft^ which left Health in both thofe Places j and will thereby, I fup-
pofc, furnilh you with News not unwelcome from,

SIR,
Tour moft Humble Servant.

To Monfieur Gourville. A Monfieur Gourville.

Brujels, May z. De Bruxelles, Apr. 2.

S I Ry N. S. i66j. Monfieur, S. N. i66j.

YO U ask me whether we have a \70 US me demandez fi nous voulons
mind in earneft for a Peace, and V tout^de-bon la pai.x ; t3 »ioi, je

I ask you, whether you have a mind vous demande ft vouz voulez tout-de-bon

in earneft for a War : For as yet we la guerre ; car jufqu'icy nous n\n fa-
are no better informed of the Defigns vons pas plus fur vos dejj'eins £5? lamarche
and Marches of the French Troops, des Troupes Fran^oifes^ que nous en fa-
than we were at your Departure from vions a votre depart de Bruxelles. Je
Bruffcls. I begin to think that King commence ii croire que ce Roy ^ fes Mi-
and his Minifters are mortal like other niftres font mortcls comme le refte des

People, and that their Affairs are ma- hommes, 13 que leurs affaires font ma-
naged with as little Concert as thofe niees avec auffi peu de concert que celles

of their Neighbours. For I believe, de leurs voifens ; car je croy, que pour ce

as to what concerns this Country, the qui eft de ce pais icy., rheure de berger

critical Minute is paft, and that the eft pafsee pour eux, ^ quails y trouvhont
Vol. n. French E i unt
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French will find here a braver Defence

than they pretend to believe. However
it is certain, ifthey had begun by march-

ing rather than menacing about three

Weeks ago, the Bufincfs on this fide

had been paft Remedy. In fhort, I

as little comprehend the French Pro-

ceedings at prefcnt, as thofe of the

Spaniards a while ago, nor where
they can find their Account in this

Enterprizc which begins to awaken
and alarm all Chrijlendom.

For our felves, my real Opinion is,

that our Intentions for the Peace are

very finccre, and cannot fail, if the

other Parties bring along with them
the fame Difpofitions j and if I were

as much concerned therein, as you
perhaps may be, I would regulate my
Affairs accordingly for the future.

I thank yoii for your Account of

what pafles in your Parts j but I am
very little fatisfied with the Queen of

Spain's Letter, whereof a Copy has

been delivered at the fame time to the

States by Monfieur d'Eflrades. I think

the Form is faulty, as well astheSub-
ftance j and that if your Soldiers be at

prefent no better than yowr Secretaries.,

Affairs will hardly fucceed as they ima-

gine.

By the laft Ordinary from Spain^ it

appears that they dream no more of
War there than they do of Fire, at

leaft they conceal from our AmbafTIidor

any Advices they may have received of
it from hence : But our Treaty of
Commerce was yet once again upon
the Point of being figned. The Spa-

niards make no Preparations againft

Portugal this Campaign, and therefore

feem to think of being on that fide

upon the Defenfive, or elfe of an Ac-
commodation > tho' they are well e-

nough informed of the Particulars of
an Accord concluded between France

and Portugal.

Nothing perplexes me more than to

find a way of writing often to Breda.,

and you will not fend me your Ad-
drefs. I refign up this to my Fortune,
but fince yours is always better than
mine, it may happen upon that Ac-
count that you may never receive it.

As happy as you arc, I advife you to

look to your Affairs at Rreda-^ for in a

few Days I refolve to go and plunder
your Houfe at Brnffels., and get fatis-

fadtion

um refifiance plus opiniatre^ t3 plus re-

butante qu'ils ne s'imaginent : Mais il

efl confiant^ (jue ft au lieu de tnenacer,

ils euJJ'ent commence a marcher il y a trois

femaines, I'affaire etoit fans rejj'ource de

ce cote icy. Enfin jc les comp-ens aufft

peu dans leur conduite d'd prefent^
que je

comprcnois autrefois les Efpagnols dans la

leur
', £s? je ne prevois pas comment ils

pourront trouver leur conte dans la pour-

fuite d'une enterprife., qui "va reveiller l^

meme choquer toute la Chretiente.

A notre egard^ man fentiment., que je

croy veritable., y que je fous communi-

que fans degui/ement, efi, que nos inten-

tions pour la paix font fort finceres^ i^

quelle ne fcauroit manquer de fc faire., ft

les autres parties y apportent les memes

difpofitions > j'ajoute, que fi j'y etois in'

terefse autant que fentrevois que vous

powvez I'etre, je reglerois nies affaires

conformement aux conjonclures.

Je vous rens graces de ce que vous me
mandez ce qui fc paffe en vos quartiers j

tnais je fuis fort peu fatisfait de la lettre

ecrite a la Reyne d'Efpagne., dont la co-

pie a eti donnee en meme terns aux Eftats

par Monfieur d'Efirades. JI me femble

qu'ily a du defaut dans la maniere auffi

bien que dans le fond de la chofe mime ;

£5? que fi pour cette fois vos Capitainei

ri'en favent plus que vos Secretaires., les

affaires n'iront pas le train qu'ona pense.

Par ce dernier ordinaire d'Efpagne,

ils ne paroiffent non plus fongcr a la

guerre qu'au feu ; on bien ils taifent h
notre Ambaffadeur les avi: qu''ils peuvent

avoir refus de defa; mais notre traitre

de commerce etoit encore line fois fur le

point d'etre figne. Ils ne font point de

preparatifs contre le Portugal pour cette

campagne 5 y par la ils Jemblent fonger

feulement ou a fe tcnir de ce cote la fur

la defenfive^ ou bien a entendre d un ac-

comniodementy quoyqiCils fachent bien

le detail de Vaccord conclu entre la

France ts? le Portugal.

II n'y a rien qui m'embaraffe plus

que de trouver les moyens d'ecrire foti-

vent a Breda j 6? vous ne m'envoyez.

point auffi votre adreffe. J'abandonne

celle-cy a mon etoile j mais comme la vo-

tre rcmporte tottjours fur la mienne., il

pourra bien arriver qu'elle manquera fa
route, ^elquc heureux que vous foyez^

je vous confeille pourtant de bien faire

vos affaires a Breda., car dans peu de

jours firay piller votre Mai/on a Brtix-

elleSf
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faftion for my great Orangc-Trce up- elles^ £5? vanger mon grand Orangey fur

on your little ones. I do not pretend -vos petits. Ce ne [era pas guerre de^

it fhall be open War> however the claree-j mats les Hollandois vous diront

Hollanders will tell you that we En- que nous faifons le diable a quatre en

lifh are D- and all at Reprifals. I matiere de reprefailles.

am,
S I R^

Tour, &c. Jefuis, (^c.

To my Lord St. Albans.

My Lord, Bruffels., May 13. N. S. i66y.

SINCE my Acknowledgments of the Honour I received fome time flnce

from your Lordfhip, I have had nothing to give me Countenance in offer-

ing any new Trouble > and indeed the Party is fo unequal in regard of our Sta-

tions at this time of Paris and Brujfels^ as well as all other Circuraftances, that

no Commerce can pafs without very great Prcfumption on my Side, and as

great Condefcenfion on your Lordfhip's: For wearefo amaz'd with the Num-
bers and Bravery of the French Preparations to invade this Country, that we
can hardly lift up our Eyes againfl; the riling of this Sun, that is faid intends

to burn up all before it : Yet not to flatter you, tho' Mens Eyes arc weak at

firll Sight, when they have gazed a while I believe they will find their Hands,
and try to defend themfelves againfl Gold.i as well as againfl Iron-y and perhaps

the Stomach they have conceived at being treated with fo little Ceremony as

to be invaded without any Declaration of War, to have the Duchy oiBrabant

not efleemed worth the demanding, nor any Colours given to the Juflice of the
Invaflon, will make the Defence fharper than is expe6led, as it has done the

voluntary Contributions larger than was imagined.

This makes all Friars already defpair of praying away the War, and begin to

look like other wordly Men ; and the very Nuns fear they may be forced to

wodt too, before the Bufinefs ends : In fhort, all prepare for a warm Sum-
mer, only the Spanijh Duennaes cannot think fo ill of a King that married an
Infanta^ and will never leave wondring that Un Rey qui tiene que comer en fu
Cafa^ y de regalarfe tanbien., fhould refolve to give himfelf and them fo much
Trouble for nothing. Our poor Nuns at Louvain have more Faith, and not
lefs Fears, and therefore the reverend Mother hath fent to defire me to recom-
mend them to your Lordfhip's Favour, and to beg of you to get them a Pro-
teftion from thence, in cafe the Scholars and Learned there fhould not find

Arguments to defend their Town againfl the French.^ who, I can afTure your
LordlTiip, will not lofc much by the Bargain, as far as I fee of that Nunnery,
Nuns and all ; for it feems by their Faces, as well as their Buildings, to be an
ancient Foundation, and gone much to Decay.
Now they have put me upon defiring PalTports, my Wife will needs have

me recommend her to your Lordfhip for another for her felf, and Servants,

and Baggage, to go over into England; and if fhe fhall find it convenient, to

pafs as tar as Calais, and embark there, becaufe fhe is no Lover of the Sea.

Upon the firfl of thefe Requefls your Lordfhip has occafion to merit very

muchj but by the fecond, to deal freely, I know not what you will gain, be-

fldes the Obligations of a Perfon who is already all that can be.

My Lord^

Tiur Lordjhip's moji Humble

and moft Obedient Servant.

To
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To my Lord Amhajfador Coventry.

My Lotcly Briijfehy May zi. N.S. 1667.

IKnow not by what Conveyance, nor by what Delays, the Honour your

Excellency intended me fo long fincc from aboard the Frigat, came jeftcr-

day to my Hands, and made my Acknowledgments later than they ought to

have been. 1 am forry you agreed fo ill with the Sea, fincc that is the Dutch

Mens Element, with whom we hope you will agree lb well j but if you had

the Faculty of uttering your Heart in the Seamens Senfe, as well as you had of

uttering your Thoughts j I am to rejoice with you upon the good Health you
muft needs have brought afhore, and to believe that the Temper and Confti-

tution of your Body, is as found and as good as that of your Mind. Smce my
laft to my Lord Holies^ our Ordinary from Spain arrived} by which Mr. Go-

dolphin aflures me, that I may expe£t the News of our Treaty at Madrid being

figned by the next, nothing remaining at the Date of his Letter befides only

the Examination of the Phrafe in Latin^ which was referred to the Inquifidor

General^ and Count Pignoranda; after whofe Sentence upon it, nothing was

in Sight that could ftop the immediate Signing and Sealing.

Mr. Godolphin aflures me, all Parts of the Treaty of Commerce are fo much
to our Defire and Advantage, that he hopes to fee many a rich Man in England

by it } for the other Part, which concerns the Adjuftment with Portugal, tho'

the Terms are likewife agreed between us and Spain, yet the prefent Effe£t of

it feems likely to be avoided by the late Accord between France and Portugal^

of which I fend the Account inclofed by the Copy of Sir Robert Southwell's

Letter to my Lord Sandwich upon that Occafion. I inclofe likewife the Co-
pies of the French King's laft Letters to the States-General, and at the fame
time to the Queen Regent of Spain, declaring his Intentions to invade thefe

Countries ; which laft methinks is drawn with fo ill Colours and fo ill Grace,

that if his Captains do no better than his Secretaries upon this Occafion, the

Succefs of his Enterprize may prove no better than the Juftice of it here ap-

pears. If thefe Papers may have arrived already fome other way, your Excel-

lency will however pardon my Diligence, fince you receive no other Trouble
than that of throwing them away. The Levies here and Mufters go on with
all the Care and Speed this Government is capable of. This Evening I am af-

fured, the twelve hundred Italians fo long expe£ted, are arrived at Oftend. Laft

Night parted Don Bernard de Salinas, difpatch'd from the Marquis here, to

beg fome Afliilance from his Majefty ; the prefent Hopes are only of leave to

recruit the old Regiment here to the Number of two thoufand, or elfe to raife

two new ones, unaer fuch Officers as his Majefty fhall n.ime. The Cloud
threatning thefe Parts from France is not yet broken, and the Marches of their

Troops to three feveral Rendezvoufes make it yet uncertain where it will fall.

Cambray, Valenciennes, Namur, Mens, and St. Omcrs, are in very good Con-
dition, and the laft hath three thoufand Men in Garifon, befides the Bourgeoifte.

The Prince of Ligni has now four thoufand Horfe efFedive at the head Quar-
ters near Nivelle, where there will be five thoufand Foot to join with them,and

attend their Enemy's Motion, and cover Brujfels upon occafion. It is moft
certain, that if the French had begun to march when they began to talk, about
three Weeks fince, this Country had been loft without Difpute, or Remedy ;

the Defence will be now perhaps fharper than expecSted. La Bajfenndi Armen-
tiers are already flighted, and Charle-Roy is all mined within, the Mines filled

with Powder; Guns and Magazines drawn off, and ready to fly upon the firft

Approach of the French, which is here efteemed both a generous and prudent
Reiblution of the Marquis, fince he could not finifii it in time, nor preferve

his Child without the Mother's Danger.

I know nothing elfe to increafe this Trouble,befides the Aflurances of my being,

My Lord,,

Your Excellency's inofl Humble
and mojl Obedient Servant.

7#
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To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Brtiffeh, May 27. A^. S. 1667.

TWO Days fincc came hither the News oi Jrmentiers being feized by a
Party of the French Horfe, about five hundred ftrong ; half of the For-

tifications were ah-eady flighted, and not above an hundred and fifty Soldiers
left in the Town. What their next Defign will be, feems not yet refolved j

their Troops marching on all Parts, give the Occafion I fuppofe to the feveral
Governours of Mons^ Cambray, and Valenciennes, to fignify by Exprefies hi-

ther, the Jealoufy each of them has of the Storm being ready to fall upon their

Parts.

At Cambray and Llfle feveral Trench have been taken furveying the Works,
and difguifed ; but all thofe Places are at prefent in fo good Condition, that
the Choice may perhaps make feme Difficulties in the French Counfcls, v^hich

I believe have been much difconccrted by the blowing up of Chark-Roy, a
Refolution they expefted not from the Marquis, and without which thcfe Parts
of the Country had run inevitable Dangers, and the moll fuccefsful invafion
had been made in thofe Provinces where the French Pretenfions lay.

The Difcourfes here obferve, that the firfl: Pace of the War being made in

Flanders, lofes all the good Grace which the French endeavour'd to give their

Invafion ; that the Town they have taken can import no more than the Ad-
vance of their Frontiers j that they feem unrefolved whether to keep it or no j

how to ufe the Governour and Soldiers whom they took in their Beds, whe-
ther as Prifoncrs, or Friends, and more uncertain what to do next j that their

Slownefs in entering the Country, and Lofs of twenty Days time, tho' they
were then as ready as now, has certainly faved thefe Provinces ; for it is con-
ftant without any Difpute, that if they had fallen on in the beginning of this

Month, Cbarle-Roy, Nrcelle, Louvaine, Brujfcls and Mechlyn, would have coft:

them neither Time nor Danger. From thefe Circumllances the Reafoners
here conclude a Weaknefs and Incertitude in the French Counfels, and bet'ia

to hope they may have taken their Meafures as ill among their Neighbours, as

they have among themfclves, and fay confidently, that unlefs they are agreed
with England, their Afi^airs are in a worfe Pollure than they have been "thefe

twenty Years. They begin to hope that all our late Pradiccs with the French
are aimed no fiirther than to embark them in this Affair, and have our RcvenfJc
for the Game they play'd in engaging us in the Dutch War : They fay, that if

by Offers and Shews of abandoning Sp'iin, we have drawn the French into this

War, which hath already cofl; them all their Confidence with Holland, all flu--

ther Hopes of amufing Spain, and the Credit of their good Faith and Mean-
ing witli the red of Chriftcndom: That if after our Peace made with Holland
and France, we rcfolve to offer our Mediation betv^'cen France and Spiin, and
upon the refufal or failing of it, join with the Hollander in the Proteftion of
thefe Countries, enter vigoroufly into the War, fhare v/ith the Spaniard what-
ever lliaU be gained from the French^ and let Holland find their Account by dc-
Ilroying all the French Defigns of Trade and Plantations Abroad i the Reafon-
ers here conclude, that if this has been our Defign for thefe two Months paff,

and be purfucd with the fame Succefs it has begun > it is one of the greatell

Counfels that has ever been conceived by any Prmce, and which will make the
greatell Change in our own Affairs, and in thofe of all Chriftendorn befides, and
appear the bell adjufted Revenge upon the French that ever was taken upon an

Enemy.
From Breda we have got little more than the Entry of our Ambaffador,

which makes us believe fome Myflery in the Delays of Peace there, as well as

thofe of War on the other Side.

From Siveden I have the lafl Pofl a particular Affurance of that Crown's
good Intentions towards theHoufe o'i Jufiria, of their difpatching one Monfieur
1'ongel Envoy into Spain, v.'ho is to pafs this way, and will be addrcffed to me
to introduce him to the Marquis, by wliofe Reprefentations the Court of

Sxveden
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Sivcden defines to have their Miniller's Reception in Spain favour'd, and his

Negotiation advanced.

I am, as will ever become mc to be, with equal Paflion and Truth,

My Lord,

Your. 8cc.

To my Lord Holies.'

My Lord, Bniffehy May Zi). A\S. i66j.

Know not with what Speed or Succefs three of mine may have arrived at

Breda, but am apt to doubt the Certainty of this Commerce, by obfcrving

that your Excellency's of the \id came not to my Hands till Yelterday, and

after the Receipt of it I was fo unlucky, as not to find the Baron de L'J/bla till

later at Night than would fuffer this Difpatch : I now fend it to Mr. Shaw of

Antiverp, with Orders to convey it by Exprefs from thence, in cafe he meets

no other fudden Occafion j and whatever Favour or Commands your Excel-

lency may hereafter defign me, v/ill come fooner and fafer, I fuppofe, by an

Addrefs to the fame Hand at Jnt-v:erp.

I acquainted the Baron de U Ifola. with the Dutch Allegations concerning

fome Advances made by him as from his Majefty, upon the Point oi Pokroon.

He fays, however they may feem to interpret it, they could not underftand it

by any thing that pafled from him in that private Communication, which was

all he enter'd into upon his fhort Sta){ in Holland. That upon his firll Difcourfe

of his Majefty's Intention to make tlife Treaty of 1662 the Foundation of this

at prefent : The Perfon. he difcourfed with raifed two Difficulties ; the firft,

that of Poleroon ; and the other, the Continuance of the Pretenfions left on ei-

ther Side i
which as they had given Occafion, or at leaft Pretext, for the pre-

fent Quarrel, fo, if they were left ftill undecided, they might hereafter have

the fame Effeft ; whereas their Defire was by this Peace to cut off the Root
of all future Differences. For the firft Point, he (the Baron) asked, whether

if all other Articles fliould be agreed, the States would be fo obllinate upon
the Point of Poleroon, as to endanger the Peace for that alone: It was anfwer-

ed, the French had already effay'd i;o do fome Offices in this Particular, and

had brought it to this very Demand ; whether the States would continue the

War rather than yield the Point of Poleroon i and that the States had anfwered

formally, they would.

For the fecond, concerning the mutual Pretenfions left in the Treaty of

i66i. He (the Baron) feemed to approve the cutting them all off, but pro-

pofed, that in Confidcration of it, the States fliould give his Majefty a Sum of

Money in fome fort proportionable to what his Pretences might amount > and

that if the States would make any Advance confiderable in Point of the Sum,
he (the Baron) would employ all his own and his Friends Endeavours, to in-

duce his Majefty to a Condefcenfion in this Point of Poleroon, as well as that

of clearing all Pretenfions on either Side.

To this was anfwered, that for /*o/«oo« nothing more could be faid, nor any

Confidcration make the States yield it, without the Alternative of reftoring all

on each fide, which would create Length and Difficulty in the Treaty. That,
for a Sum of Money in Satisfa6lion of his Majefty's Pretenfions, they could not

confent to any fuch Propofal, without a particular Liquidation of v/hat the

Pretenfions on each fide amounted to ; fince they believed in grofs their own
upon us, to be higher than ours upon them : And yet at the fame time it was
infifted, that no fuch Examen or Liquidation fhould be enter'd upon, fince do-

ing it before thcConclufion would expofe the Treaty to the Danger of Delays,

and confequcntly of Accidents} and leaving it toGommiflioners after the Con-
clufion, would leave Field for new Difpiites.

4 This
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This was the Sum of the Baron's Negotiation, in which he made all the
Advance as from himfelf> but when he found he was not likely to bring it to
any Ifluc, by reafon of thofe two Difficulties, that is, Poleroouy and the Sum
in Confideration of our clearing all pretenfions j he then told them, as by his
Majcfty's Order, that the Point o( Pokroon, touching our Eafi- India CompTLixy,
rather than his Majefty, the King would fend over fome Perfons deputed from,
the faid Company, with his AmbalTadors > and if the States would do the fame,
it was likely the Perfons deputed from each Company might find an Expedi-
ent in the Bufinefs.

This the Baron gives me for the fiiort and true Relation of all his Difcourfes
in Holland, which having been made with one Perfon alone, and very private
I find he expe£ted not they would have been fo publick, as to be alledged up-
on any new Negotiations.

Our News from the Frontiers fince my laft, is this : About the time of the
French King's coming down to Arras, the Orders were given for flighting

Armentiers, la BaJJce, zndChark-Roy, which being publick, and begun to be
executed at Armcntiers ; a Brigetin Prieft of that Town went to Arras, and
upon Complaints of their being left without Defence in the Times of Danger
that were approaching, made Application to the Governour . of Arras for a
Protedion for their Town : Within a Day or two after, Avhen the Works
were about half flighted, infliead of the Prote6bion, came (tven or eight hun-
dred French Horfe, and finding a Guard of jlboiit forty Men at the Entrance of
the Place, made a Difcharge upon them, killed one, and wounded two : Up-
on which, thofe few Soldiers that were in the Town-Houfe, fliot and killed

three or four of the French, who began to pillage fome of the Burghers
Houfes 5 but this Diforder was foon appeafed by their Officers, after which
they fummoned the Peafants in, and began to repair the Fortifications, kept^

the Governour in Refl:raint, and carried the Matter as if this had been the
Declaration of War. This News coming to the Governour of Lijle, he fei-

zed upon fome French Men he found in his Town by way of Reprifal for thofe
taken at Armentiers ; and the Marquis gave Order to the Prince of Ligny who
commands the Horfe here, to charge any Party he fliould find making Courfes
into the Frontiers, and to endeavour to bring away fome Prifoners, both as Re-
prifals for thofe of Armentiers, and to know fomething of the French Preten-
fions.

After they had kept Armentiers about five Days, they releafed the Gover-
nour, told the People they came not to begin any War, but only at their In-
vitation to proteft the Town; drew off at firfl: one Party of their Men, and
lafl Friday Morning all the reil : The Governour oi Liflc fet his Fmzf/:; Men at

Liberty, and the Prince of Li^ny, fome that he had taken in a Skirmifla of
fmall Parties upon the Borders of Hainault, wherein the Marquis tells me about
fifty of the French were killed, and near twenty taken. This I am more par-
ticular in relating, becaufe it feems the firft Pace of the War, tho' fince in a
manner difavowedby the French, and indeed it is generally cenfured as the Ef-
fe£t of a weak and uncertain Council, to begin without any formed Defign
or Declaration, by feizing fo rafhly a Place of no Moment, and in the Pro-
vince of Flanders, where none of their Pretences \\t. Thefe three lad Days
the Motion of their Troops has been through Philippiville, and the Frontiers

of Hainault. The French King was expc£tcd lafl: Night at ^lefnoy, and to Day
at PhUippeville. They have begun a Bridge upon the Sambrc, near a Village
called Marfm au Pont, a League up the River from the Place where Charle-Roy
ftood } the Ground being on the one fide Pais de Liege, and on the other, the
Spaniards Commy ; fo we expeft here they will enter that Country to mor-
row, but which way they intend their firft Impreflion is uncertain, the Bridge
they make ferving a Defign either upon Namttr, Mons, or Brujfels. The Spa-
nijh Forces on this fide lie between this Place and Marimount, and confift ofabout
four thoufand Horfe and as many Foot, have no formed Defign but to attend
the Enemy's Motion, and to retire for the Defence of this Place, in cafe of
the Enemy's marching this way.

Vol. IL F The
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The general Belief here of the moft intelligent is, that France has had the

Skill or good Luck, de nous endormir^ both us and Holland in this great Con-

junfture, and by affuring us of Peace upon good Terms with the Dutch, and

at the fame time the Dutch of never according with us, nor breaking with.

Spain to their (the Hollanders) Prejudice, will amufe us both in a flow Treaty

till they have made fo great an Imprefllon in thefe Countries, as will give nei-

ther of us the Liberty to take thofe Meafures upon this Affair, to which ei-

ther of our Interefts might lead us j and perhaps find Means to divert the

Treaty at laft, from coming to any Iflue. They fay, that delaving our Treaty

for the Point of Poleroon^ is lofing a Dinner for Muftard, and that every Day
it is defen-ed, endangers an irrecoverable Conjunfture, that Heaven hath given

us of making our felves confiderable to whom, which way, and to what De-

gree we pleafe. God fend thefe Reafoners to be deceived, and that we may
not be fo, at lead no more by the fame Hands. I am,

My Lord,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Philip Warwick,

SIR Brujfels, June 21. N. S. i66y,

I
AM very forry that I muft rejoice with you, and condole with all your

Friends at the fame Time, and upon the fame Occafion j for tho' the Re-

treat I hear you have made from Bufinefs muft needs be a Trouble and a Lofs to

us all yet I know it is an Eafe and a Happinefs to your felf, or elfe a wife

Man as you are, ought not to have chofen it. I will not tell you how great

a Contentment I had in knowing my Bufinefs lay fo much in your wayj be-

caufe I never intend to purfue more than what his Majefty pleafes to make my
Due and I have ever reckoned both upon your Juftice and your Kindnefs :

But 'l muft bear this Difappointment, fince you are the Author of it, which is

the beft Confolation I can think of. In the mean time I hope you do not in-

tend to retire from the Commerce of your Friends, as well as that of Bufinefs j

for tho' you fliould lock your felf up within your Walls of Frog-Pool, I fhall

ever pretend to have a Share in you, there itfelf, and never omit any Occafions

of alluring you that no Change you can make in your Courfe of Life, can ever

make any in the Refolutions I have taken of being always,

SIR,
Tour, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Brujels, July 19. N. S. 1667.

THE Diligence of the Pofts, or Favour of the Weather, have given me

two of your Lordlhip's, to acknowledge fince my laft of the I'l and f«ii

current, with the good News of the Dutch being beaten off at Harwich; for

fince we are in a Difeafe, every Fit we pafs well over is fo much of Good,

and gives Hopes of Recovery : I doubt this is not the laft, for I hear Dc Witt

is relolved that their Fleet fhall not give over A6tion till the very Ratifications

of the Treaty are exchanged : In which he certainly purfues his Interclt, that

the War may end with fo much the more Honour Abroad, and Heart at Home j

for commonly the fame Difpofitions between the Parties with which one War
ends, another begins. And tho' this may end in Peace, yet 1 doubt it will be

with fo much Unkindnefs between the Nations, that it will be Wifdom on
both
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both Sides to think of another, as well as to avoid it. All Difcouife here is

of the Peace as a thing undoubted, and every Pacquet I receive from England
Confirms me in the Belief that a War Abroad is not our prefent Bufinefs, tiU
all at Home be in better Order j no more than hard Exercife which flrengthens
healthy Bodies, can be proper for thofe that have a Fever lurking in the Veins,
or a Confumption in the Flefh ; for which, Reft, and Order, and Diet, are
ncccflary, and perhaps fome Medicine too, provided it come from a careful
and a skilful Hand. This is all that I ftiall fiy upon that Subje6t, which I
prefume has before this received fome Refolution by my Lord Ambaffador Co-
ventry's Arrival j for I confefs my Stomach is come down, and I fhould be
glad to hear the Peace ended, and our Coafts clear, fince it will not be better j
but all this while, Aliiha gemens Ignominiatn Plagafque fuperbi Hoftis^ and I am
fure would not defire to live, unlefs with Hopes of feeing our felves one Day
in another Pofture, which God Almighty has made us capable of whenever
we pleafe our felves.

I am forry to find the Commerce between England and Spain fo far cut ofF
as it fhould feem by your Lordfhip's Complaints, of having received none of a
Date later than May the firft, for mine holds yet pretty conftant, tho' I fup-
pofe vifited by the French in their Paflage. On Sunday laft I received one from
Mr. Godolphin of the firft current, where he told me, the Treaties were fenc

figned by feveral ways into England, and therefore concluded fome of them ar-

rived. He feems to doubt ftill the Portugtiefe accepting their Share in itj

which is the likelier, becaufe the Marquis tells me, he hears by this Ordinary,
that better Terms may be ofi^er'd them, tho' 'tis pleafant the Spaniard ftiould

not have yet refolved to give them the Title, when for ought I know without
it, all their own may be in Danger. His Excellency aflures me they are refol-

ved in Spain upon declaring a general War both by Sea and Land, and that way
make the French unmask their Defigns j that they have fent Order already to
feize upon all that belongs to the French in their Indies, who have a great Share
in the Spanijh Fleet that is daily expecbed home; that they have remitted by
this Ordinary to his Excellency a hundred and thirty thoufand Crowns, which
is the third Remife of about that Sum, arrived fince the War began j and that
they have negotiated with the Fregoni, or fome fuch Name, being the ableft-

Merchants at yf?»7?«W«»/, for nine hundred thoufand morej fo that the Procefs
feems well enter'd, and I wifti them a good Iftlie.

We have here no Certainty of the Progrefs of the French Arms, nor can we
fay that Courtray is taken, tho' the Report has continued more or lefs thefc

ling out at lealt htteen Days, it thole within it did their Duty.
His Excellency makes a very different Story of the Baron of Limbeck's Defeat,
which was reported here; and aflures me, that having carried fome Relief in-
to Coutray, he retreated with only two hundred Horfe, and meeting a Party
of fix bundled of the French, charged through them, killed the Captain of
their Vanguard with feveral others, and came off with the Lofs only of fif-

teen Men.
Yefterday Morning the Marquis went to Gant, with Intenfions of returning

in three or four Days ; and hath left the Town fo emptied by his Journey, as
well as the Camp, that befides the Governour, I know not of a Gentleman of
my Acquaintance in it.

The Baron de Vlfola went this Morning towards Ant'werp, and from thence
pafles towards Oftend to go over with the Convoy, which I could not perfuade
him to lofe, tho' I endeavour'd it upon a Hint in your Lordlliip's Letter, and
more upon his telling me that you had difluaded him from coming till the Ra-
tifications of the Treaty were pafled ; but he fays, he is confident that will be
before he can arrive; that he hath fent over all his Papers and Bills of Ex-
change before Hand, and if he lofes this Convoy, knows not when to hope for
a fecure Paflage. And if his Majefty thinks fit, will rather make a Stay at
Gravefendy or any other Place near the Water fide, till all Jealoufy of his

coming be blown over.

Vol. IL F z I give
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I give your Lordfhip humble Thanks for the Letter I received to make ufe

of part of the Money in Mr. Shaw's Hand, for Supply of what was grown
due to me j and am, I am fure, at all Times, more troubled to ask it, than

plcafed to receive it. I was much more fenfibly obliged by the Part you was
pleafed to give me of the good Fortune arrived to your Family, by its Increafe,

and my Lady's Safety; and will aflure your Lordfhip you do me but Juftice to

believe I am concerned in all that happens to you, and more particularly upon
this Occafion, of which I have made very conltant Enquiries, tho' without
your Lordfhip's Trouble. I give you El para bien with all the Joy that can

be, and the Prefages of many more fuch Adventures j and know my Lady be-

gan with her own Sex for no other Rcafon, but becaufe the War was ended.

My own particular Satisfaftion in it is, that my Family may continue their

Services to your Lordfhip's, and that way make up what I ihall fall fliort ia

the Expreflions of that Paflion and Truth, wherewith I am,

My Lord,

Tour^ Sec.

To my Lord Lifle.

My Lordy Brujfels, Aug.'—i66y

I
Received lately the Honour of one from your Lordfhip, which after all

Complaints of Slownefs and Dulnefs had enough to bear it out, tho' it had
been much better addrefs'd, but needed nothing where it was, befldes being
yours. In my prefent Station I want no Letters of Bufinefs or News, which
makes thofe that bring me Marks of my Friends Remembrance, or Touches at

their prefent Thoughts and Entertainments, tafle much better than any thing
can do that is common Fare.

I agree very much with your Lordfhip, in being little fatisfied by the Wits
Excutc, of employing none upon Relations as they do in France ; and doubt
much it is the fame Temper and courfe of Thoughts among us, that makes us
neither aft Things worth relating, nor relate Things worth the Reading. Whilft
making fome of the Company laugh and others ridiculous, is the Game in

Vogue, I fear we fliall hardly fucceed at any other, and am forry our Courtiers
fliould conrent themfelves with fuch Viftories as thofe. I would have been
glad to have fecn Mr. Coivley, before he died, celebrate Captain Douglas his

Death, who flood and burnt in one of our Ships at Chathamwhcn his Soldiers

left him, becaufe it fhould never be faid, a Douglas quitted his Poll without
Order i whether it be wife in Men to do fuch Aftions or no, I am fure it isfo

in Stales, to honour them; and if they can, to turn the Vein of Wits, to

raife up the Eftccm of fome Qualities above their real Value, rather than bring
every thing to Burlcfque, which if it be allowed at all, fhould be fo only to
wife Men in their Clofets, and not to Wits, in their common Mirth and Com-
pany. But 1 leave them to be reformed by great Mens Examples and Hu-
mours, and know very well 'tis Folly for a private Man to touch them, which
does but bring them like Wafps about one's Ears. However, I cannot butbe-
v/ail the Tranfitorinefs of their Fame, as well as other Mens, when I hear
Mr. l^Falkr is turned to Burlefque among them, while he is alive, which never
happcn'd to old Poets till many Ages after their Death > and tho' I never knew
him enough to adore him, as many have done, and eafily believe he may be,
as your Lordfhip fiiys, enough out of Fafliion, yet I am apt to think fome
of the old cut-woik Bands were of as fine Thread, and as well wrought, as

any of our new Points; and at Icall, that all the Wit he and his Company
fpent in heighrning Love and Friendfliip was better employ'd, than what is

laid out fo prodigally by the modern Wits, in the Mockery of all forts of Re-
ligion and Government.

I know
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I know not how your Lordfliip's Letter has engaged me in this kind of
Difcourfes; but I know very well you will advife me after it to keep my Refi-
dency here as long as I can, foretelling me what Succefs I am like to have a-

mong our Courtiers if I come over. The beft on't is, my Heart is fet fo much
upon my little Corner at Sheen., that v/hile I keep that, no other Difappoint-
ments will be very fenfible to me ; and becaufe my Wife tells me fhe is fo bold
as to enter into Talk of enlarging our Dominions there, 1 am contriving here
this Summer, how a SuccefTion of Cherries may be compafs'd from May till

Michaelmas, and how the Riches of Sheen Vines may be improved, by half a
dozen Sorts which are not yet known there, and which I think much beyond
any that are. I fhould be very glad to come and plant them my felf this next
Seafon, but know not yet how thofe Thoughts will hit. Tho' I defign to llay

but a Month in Enj^lancl, yet they are here very unwilling I fliould ftir, as

all People in Adverfity are jealous of being forfakenj and his Majelly is not
willing to give them any Difcouragement, whether he gives them any Afli-

llance or no. But if they end the Campaign with any good Fortune, they

will be better humoured in that, as well as all other Points : And it feems not
a very unlikely thing, the French having done nothing in fix Months pall but
harafs their Army, and being before LiJIe engaged in a Siege, which may very
well break the Courfe of their Succefs. They have not yet made the leaft Ad-
vance upon any of their Out-works, but been beaten off with much Lofs in all

their Affauks: And if that King's Defign be to bring his Nobility as loiv as

he has done his People, he is in a good way, and may very well leave moft of
the brave among them in their Trenches there.

I had not need write often at this Length, nor make your Lordiliip any new
Profeflions of my being.

My Lord^

Tbu;, &c.

To my Brother Sir John Temple.

Dear Brother^ Bruffcls^ OElob. 10. A"". S. 166j.

HAVING written fo many and long Letters to my Father, 1 refolved

this fhould be to you, tho' upon a Subjeft wherein he has been very de-
firous to be informed > which was more than 1 could pretend to from any No-
tices of my own, having been young and very new in Bufinefs, when I was
firft employ'd upon the Munfter Treaty. All I knew of the Grounds or Oc-
cafions of our late War with Holland., was, that in all common Converfition,
I found both the Court and the Parliament in general, very fliarp upon it ; com-
plaining of the Dutch Infolences, of the great Difadvantages they had brought
upon our Trade in general, and the particular Injuries of their Eafl-hulici

Company towards ours : And it was not eafy to think any fliould better under-
ftand the Honour of the Crown than our Court., or the Interefts of the Na-
tion, than the Houfe of Commons. One thing 1 confefs gave me fome Refle-

ftions, which was, to obferve that three of my Father's greateft Friends, and
Pcrfons that I moft efleemed upon many Accounts, were violently againft the

Counfels of this War > which were my Lords oi Northumberland, of Leicefler.,

and Sir Robert Long ; tho' two of them were of the Privy-Council, and the

third in a great Office, and ever bred up in Court.' For my own part, when
lenter'd into that Affair, all I knew was, that we were aftually m a War, and
that the beft we could do was to get out of it either by Succeis and Viftories,

or bv a fair and reafonable Peace, which 1 believed our Treaty with Munfier
would make way for : And 1 found fome of our Minifters had no other End by
it, having given over the Thoughts of any great Advantages we fhould find by
purfuing the War. How that I'ucceeded, and how it ended, you all know
there, as well as I do here.

Upon
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Upon Conclufion of the Peace at Breda, my Sifter took a very ftrong Fancy

to a Journey into Holland^ to fee a Country fhc had heard fo mUch of} and I

was willing to give her that Satisfaftion, after the melancholy Scene we have

had here ever fince the French Invafion of this Country. We went Incognito^

with only her Woman, a Valet de Chambrc, and a Page out of Livery, who

all fpoke Dutch. I leave it to her to give you an Account of what Entertain-

ments fhe met with there, which Ihe was much pleafed with, efpecially thofe

of the Indian Houfes : For me, who had fecn enough of it in my younger

Travels, I found nothing new but the Stadt-Houfe at Amflerdam, which tho*

a great Fabrick, yet anfwered not the Expe6tation I had, from fo much Time,

and fo vaft Expence, as had been employed to raife it : Which put me in mind

of what the Cavaliero Bernini faid of the Louvre, when he was fent for to take

a View of it, that it was Una granpiccola Cofa. The chief Pleafurc I had in

my Journey was, to obferve the ftrange Freedom that all Men took in Boats

and Inns, and all other common Places, of talking openly whatever they

thought upon all the publick Affairs, both of their own State and their Neigh-

bours : And this I had the Advantage of finding more by being Incognito, and

think it the greatcft Piece of the Liberty that Country fo much values i the

Government being otherwife as fevere, and the Taxes as hard, as among any

of their Neighbours.

At our return from jimjierdam we lay two Nights at the Hague, where I

made a Vifit to Monfieur de Witt : I told him who I was, but that having

pafs'd unknown through the Country, to all but himfelf, I defired I might do

fo ftill. I told him, my only Bufinefs was, to fee the Things moft conlidera-

ble in the Country, and thought I fliould lofe my Credit, if I left it without

feeing him. He took my Compliment very well, and returned it, by faying,

he had received a Charafter of me to my Advantage, both from Munjier and

Brujfels, and. was very glad to be acquainted with me at a Time when both

our Nations were grown Friends -, and had equal Reafon to look about us, up-

on what had lately happened in Flanders ; he feemed much to regret the late

unhappy Quarrel between us, which had made way for this new War among
our Neighbours. He laid the Fault of oars wholly upon Sir George Doivningy

who having been Envoy from Cromivel at a Time when the States were forced

to obferve good Meafures with him ; Sir George had made ufe of that Difpo-

fition, to get a great deal of Money from the Eafi-India Company, who were
willing to bribe his good Offices, in fome Difputes that remained between the

two Companies: That having been continued in the fame Employment by the

King, he thought to drive the fame Trade j but finding the Company more
ftanch, he had taken upon him to purfue a Difpute about the old Pretenfions,

upon the Lofs of the Bonadventure, as an Affair of State between the Nations,

whereas it was left by our Treaties to be purfued only as a Procefs between the

Parties. That in their Treaty with Crom'well, all Pretenfions on both Sides

were cut ofi^, but with this Claufej Liccat autem (to fuch as were concerned

in that Affair of the Bonadveniure) Litem inceptam profequi. That this Treaty

having been made the Model of that, concluded with his Majefty foon after

his Reftoration, that Claufe continued ftill in the new Treaty j and the Procels

which had been begun long before CromiveWs Treaty, before the Magiftrates

of Jmflerdam, had ftill gone on after their Treaty with the King, according

to the true Intention of that Claufe. That Mr. Gary, who was employed to

purfue it in the Name of Courtin's Executors, had brought it very near aConi-
pofition, demanding forty thoufand Pounds for all Pretenfions, and the Dutch
offering thirty. That he, (Monfieur ^/e IVitt) to end this Affair, had appoint-

ed a Meeting with Mr. Gary, who had fince confefs'd to his Friends, that he
was refolved to end it at that Meeting, and rather to take the Dutch Offer,

than let the Suit run on; but that very Morning Sir George Doiuning fent for

him, told him it was a Matter of State between the two Nations, and not
only a Concern of private Men j and therefore abfolutely forbid him to go on
with any Treaty about it, otherwife than by his Communication and Conlent

:

That he would put in a Memorial to the States upon it, and inftead of forty

rhoufand Pounds which he demanded, would undertake to get him fourfcore,

and
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and that he was Aire the DuUh would give a great deal more, rather than ven-
ture a Quarrel with his Majefty.

This Courfe he purfued, made extravagant Demands, and with great Info-
lence ; made the fame Reprefentations to our Court, and poflefs'd fome of the
Minifters that he would get great Sums of Money, both for his Majefty a;vi
them, if they would fuffer him to treat this Affair after his own Manner j for
he was fure the Dutch would go very far in that kind, if they faw there wa?
no other way to avoid a War with England.

That Monfieur de iVitt for his part thought they were a free State no lon-
ger, if they fhould yield a Point that they not only knew we had no Ground
for, but were fure we knew it as well as they j and that whatever the States
fhould give upon this Occafion, might be demanded at any time by our Court
upon any other, fince none could have lefs Pretence.

This was all the Account he thought fit at leafl to give me of this Warj but
other politick Reafoners among the Dutch pretended to give feveral others.

Some laid, the Duke's military Genius made him delirous to enter upon fomq
Aftion abroad, and be at the Head of a great Fleet againft a State he nevev
had been a Friend to : That the Duke of Albemarle had long had a Peek to
their Country, upon fome Ufage he refented during his being an Officer there

:

That he had a very mean Opinion of their Fleets, as well as their other Forces,
fince the SuccefTes of the Englifi in the firft War during the Ufurpef^ Time

:

That fome of the Minifters were poflefs'd with an Opinion of getting Mo-
ney, by only threatning a War, without Intention of feeing it brought to Ef-
fea: > and had let it run on fo far, till it was too late to go back. Some others
attribute Sir fhomas Clifford's Violence in the Houfe of Commons, and Pra6tices

with our Eaft-India Company, to a deeper Defign ; and would have the Matter
of Religion concerned in the Quarrel, as their Pamphlets ftill endeavoured during
the War : And thefe will not believe, that when all Chrijlendom was at Peace,
fuch a War could be begun merely upon a Chicane^ about the Lofs of a Ship
or two fo many Years fince. There are others that lay the War upon the Con-
du£b of France^ by which they fay, we were engaged in it : That the prefenc
King was refolved to purfue the old Scheme laid by Cardinal Richlieu, of ex-
tending the Bounds of France to the Rhine, for which Ends the Conqueft of
Lorrain and Flanders was to be firft atchieved. That the Purchafe of Dunkirk
from us was fo violently purfued for this End, without which they could not
well begin a War upon Flanders. That after this they had endeavoured to
engage the prefent Miniftry in Holland, to renew the Meafures once taken in

Cardinal Richlieu's Time, for dividing Flanders between France and Holland:
But not fucceeding in it, they had turned all their Intrigues to engage us in a
War, which might make Room for their Invafion of Flanders, whilft the two
Neighbours moil concerned in its Defence, fhould be deep in a Quarrel be-
tween themfelves : That they made both Parties believe they would affift them
if there were Occafion, and would certainly have done it : That as they took
part with Holland upon our firft SuccefTes at Sea, and the Bifhop oiMunpr's-
Treaty i fo if theScccefTes had been great on the Dutch fide, they would have
affifted us in order to prolong the War.

Thefe are Difcourfes current in Holland upon this Subjeft j and I had rather

give you thofe of others upon it, than any of my own. The Duke oiOrmond
will be able to judge whether any of thefe /)«/<:;& Reafonings are true, or which
are moft probable. For my part I can only fay, that however the War began,

I am very glad 'tis ended j but forty it has made way for another, which if it

lafts any time, is like to involve us, and perhaps all the reft of the Neighbours,
either in a new War, or in new Dangers. For if the French fhall carry Flau'

ders, as they very well may in another Campaign, by the Weaknefs and Difor-

ders in the Government here > the Dutch are fenfible that they muft fall to be
a maritime Province to France, upon the beft Terms they can. The Empire

will expett to fee them foon at the Rhine, and thereby Mafters of four Elec-

tors ; and what a Condition England will be left in by fuch an Acceffion of

maritime Forces, as well as Provinces, to fuch a Power as France is already, is

but too eafy, and too melancholy a Rcfledtion. The Dutch arc much exafpe-

rated
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rated at this Invafion of Flanders, both as dangerous and as fcoinful to them in

particular > for they fay that France, till the very Time of their March, gave

conftant Afluranccs to the States, both by the French Ambaflador here, and by

their Ambaflador at Paris, that they would not invade Flanders without firll

taking their Mcafurcs upon it, with the States themfelvcs. I find our Court

are as much provok'd on t'other fide, not only upon this new Danger, but alfo

upon the French having declared War againft fis in Favour of Hollan!, with-

out the leafl Pretence of Injury, or other Occafion > fo that if we both un-

derftood or trufted one another, 'tis likely we ihould be both of a Mind in

this Matter ; but after fuch a fharp War as hath been for two Years between

us, and fuch a fnarling Peace as that at Breda, I do not well fee how this can

happen before it be too late, and fo mufl leave thefe Contemplations to fuch as

are in the Minifliry, both in England and Holland, as well as Spain and the Em-
pire, to take fuch Meafures as are wife and neceflary in fuch a Conjuncture j

which is perhaps the molt important that has been a great while in Chrijlen-

dom, and may have Confequences that none alive will fee the End of. 'Tis

time I am fure that you fhould fee an End of this long Letter, and come to

the Afluranccs of my being ever,

SIR,
Tour, &c.

To Sir George Savil.

SIR, Brupls, Dec. 9. N. S. 166j.

BECAUSE my Wife afTures me I am not wholly lofl: in your Favour and

Memory, I will not run any farther Venture of forfeiting my Title for

tvant of laying Claim to it, but make ufe of the fmalleft Occafion rather than

none, in a Matter wherein I am fo much and fo jullly concerned.

This Place never was in worfe Pofl:ure to furnifh either a War or a Gazette

than at this Time, for the Troops are all mouldring in their Winter Quarters ;

and as the greateft Calms ordinarily fuccced the greateft Storms, fo fince the

Heat of News and Occurrences here during the late Campaign, I have hardly

known a Place where lefs of both were Hiring } Action and Invention feem-

ing to have ended together. There is indeed a new DiiFerence between the

two Crowns arifen this Winter j which is, that France talks of Peace, but pre-

pares for War; and Spain talks of War, but prepares hitherto as if they were
lure of Peace: They fay at prefent they are ofl:" that with Portugal, which is

the only Thing yet in Sight that can make the other necefl^iry to them.

Bccaufe my Wife tells me you were content with the lafl Papers I fent of the

Roman News, I take occafion to continue it by the inclofed, tho' there be
feldom any thing in it worth confidering at this Diftance, unlefs it be the Style,

and the Quiet of that Scene, which, like the upper Region, has no fhare in

the Storms of that below. And bcfides, as Men have more Curiofity to en-

quire how a great Man Jleeps, than what a mean Man does all Day long, fo the

very Reft and Idlenefs of that Rotnan Court, fcems among the Difcourfers more
worth knowing, than the bufy Motions of many fmall ones in this Northern
Continent, who yet at this time pretend to be confidered, and to make a
Noife.

This is all I can fay to excufe my Inclofure of fuch Papers, unlefs it be that,

to tell a plain Truth, I was very glad of the Occafion to aflure you, that I am
ever with very much Faflion, as well as with much Reafon,

SIR,
Tour mofi Faithful

Humble Servant.

The



and other Mimflers of State. 4 j

The Triple Alliance was made in "Jan, 1668.

To Str John Temple.

SIR, London.^ Jan. z. N.S. 1668.

O U will wonder to fee a Letter frorh this Place, my lalt having been
horn BruJ/ils, without any Thoughts of fuch a Journey : And becaufe my

Stay here is like to be very fhort, and my Time extremely filled, I take the

firll Hour I can find, to give you fome Account of this Adventure.

Soon after ray lalt an Exprefs came to me from his Majefty, commanding
me to come immediately into England., with all the Speed I could poffibly

make, but to take the Hague in my way, and there upon the Credit of a Vific

I made Monfieur de U^itt lafl September^ and which pafled very well between

Its, to make him another, and let him know, his Majefty had commanded me
to do fo on purpofe, to inform my felfof the Opinions he had concerning the

French late Invafion in Flanders., their great Succefs there, and the Appearances

of fo much greater this enfuing Spring} the Thoughts he had of what was the

true Intereft of his Majefty, the States^ and the reft of Chrijtendom upon this

Occafiou : That his Majefty by knowing his Mind ftnould believe he knew a

great deal of that of the States^ and thought he might thereby be enabled to

take fuch Meafures, as might be neceflary for him in this Conjun6ture.

I obey'd this Summons, fpoke with Monfieur de fFitt, enter'd into great

Confidences with him, made Report of all to his Majefty at my Arrival here;

gave Monfieur de Witt the Character I think he deferves, of a very able and
taithful Minifter to his State, and I thought a fincere Dealer, very different

from what Sir George Downing had given of him at Court, who would have
him pafs for fuch another as himfelf, but only a craftier Man in the Trade
than he.

Upon all this, his Majefty came laft Night to a Refolution of the greateft

Importance which has yet pafled I think here, in any foreign Affair, and be-
gun the new Year, 1 hope, with a good Prefage, and in which the new Mi-
niftry, particularly my Lord Keeper and my Lord Arlington., have had a very
great Part: Mine will be to return immediately upon it into Holland., where if

it pleafe God I arrive and fucceed, I expe£t a great deal of Satisfaftion by my
Errand, and much the greater by knowing that you will have a great deal in it

too, as in an Affair I remember to be fo agreeable with what have been
always your Opinions.

The Seafon of the Year is bad, and the Weather ill, and yet my Sifter has

been fo kind as to come with me hither from Brujfels., and to refolve to re-

turn with me at this fhort Warning to the Hague, which will be a great Eafe
to me as well as Satisfaftionj and by freeing me from alldomeftick Cares, leave

me the more Liberty for thofe of my Bufinefs, which I forefee will be enough
to take up a better Head than mine. My Wife and Children continue here,

till I fee where my wandring Planet is like to fix } but my Brother Harry re-

folves to be of the Party, and take this Occafion of feeing Holland^ and what
is like to pafs in the World upon this great Conjunfture. 1 am called away,
and have Time only to add the conftanc Profeflions of that Duty, wherewith I

am, and fhall be ever,

SIR,
Tour, &c.

Vol.. II. G To
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To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, Jan. Z4. A''. S. 1668.

UPON lafl: Friday ^t Night I gave your Lordfhip the Account of what
Advance I had then made in my Negotiation, and of the Point where it

was then arrelted, with Dcfires of his Majeily's Pleafurcj whereupon having

fpent that whole Day in Debates, I had little time left for that Letter, but in-

tended to make fome Amends for the Hade of it, within two Days by a Dif-

patch witli the Yatcht, and tho' delayed a little longer, will not I hope be
more unwelcome by bringing your LordlTiip a fuller and final Account, which
may be allowed to furprize you a little there, fince it is look'd upon as a Mira-
cle here, not only by thofe that hear it, but even by the Commiffioners them-
felves, who have had the whole Tranfa6tion of it, which I fhall now acquaint

your Lordfhip with.

Upon my two firft Conferences with Monfieur de Witt, which were the

T'uefday and IVedmfday, I found him much fatisfied with his Majefty's Re-
folution concerning our Neighbours j but of the Opinion, that the Condition

of forcing Spain was ncceffliry to our common End, and to clear the Means
towards it from all Accidents that might arife. For the defenfive League he

was of his former Opinion, that it fhould be negotiated between us, but up-

on the Project offered his Majelly at Schevelin, by which all Matter of Com-
merce might be fo adjufted, as to leave no Seeds of any new Quarrels between

the Nations.

After two very long Conferences upon thefe Points, we ended with fome
Difference, upon the Neceflity of concluding both Parts of my Projeftsatthe

fame Time} but for the reft, with great Confidence and Satisfa6tion, in one
anothers fincere and frank way of treating, fince the firft Overtures between us-

The firft time I law him, he told me I came upon a Day he fhould always

eftcem very happy, both in refpeft of his Majefty's Refolutions which I

brought, and of thofe the States had taken, about the Difpofal of the chief

Commands in their Army, by making Prince Maurice and Monfieur JVurtx.

Camp Mafters General, and the Prince of Tarnnte and Rhingrave Generals of

the Horfe, each to command in Abfence of the other. He told me all the De-
tail of that Difpofition, but the reft I remember not well. I laid hold on this

Occafion (as indeed I thought was neceffiry) to fay what his Majefty gave me
Order concerning the Prince of Orange, which he took very well, and faid,

was very obliging to the States ; that for his own part he never failed to fee

the Prince once or twice a Week, and grew to have a particular Affcftion for

him, and would tell me plainly, that the States defigned theCaptain-General-

ihip of all the Forces for him, fo foon as by his Age he grew capable of it.

The next Day was my Audience, which paffed with all the Refpeft that

could be given his Majefty's Chara6ter} and the next Morning began my Con-
ference with the eight Commiffioners of fecret Affairs : I expofed my Powers,
and faw theirs, in purfuit whereof I offered them the Projed of the defenfive

League, as that which was to be the Foundation of all farther Negotiations,

and without which perhaps neither of us ftiould be very forward to fpcak our

Minds with Confidence and Freedom, in what concerned our Neighbours, be-

ing likely therein to fliock fo great Powers abroad ; I told them, for the reft,

his Majefty having refolved, as fiir as he could in Honour, to comply with the

Scnfe of the States, in the Offices of Mediation between the two Crowns ; I

was firll to expeft from them the Knowledge of the States Rcfolution, in cafe

they were already agreed.

1 took this Courfe in my firft Propofals, becaufe I found here that the Pro-
vinces were not yet refolved upon theirs, five of them only having fallen upon
that of Monfieur dc IVitt; but Zealand being of Opinion to agree with France,

for dividing hlandcrs ; and Utrecht, for fuffcring France only to retain the laft

Years Conquelt, by way of Compromis, till their Prctenfions were adjudged be-

fore competent Arbiters, to be agreed by the two Crowns, or by the joint Me-

7 diators :
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diators : And I was in Hopes, that knowing his Majefly's Refolutions to ioitt

with them, before they were agreed among thcmielves, it might produce

fonie Counfels among them, a little more favourable to Flanders^ and confe-

quently more honourable to his Majefty.

After my Propofals, Monficur de Witt was by the reft of the Commiflioners

defired to fpeak for them all in the Condufl: of our Conferences, who after a

Preamble of the ufual Forms and Compliments, upon his Majefty's happy Dif-

pofitions, to enter into a nearer Alliance with the States upon the mentioned

Points, declared the fime Refolution in the States, and allowing our Confi-

dence by a defenfive League for the Bafis of the reft, faid, the States were ve-

ry willing de faire infiifer les Clanfes pour la fev.rcte commune dans les Articles de

la McdiatioH\ and was large upon this Argument, that the laft being of very

prefling Hafte as well as Ncceftlty, and they having already Order from their

Provinces to proceed upon it, they could not have the fiimc Powers upon the

defenfive, being a new Matter, under fix Weeks or two Months time, but as

foon as they received them, would proceed to give their Ambafi^ador in Ettg"

laud Powers to fall upon that Treaty, which muft for a Bafis have at the fame
time an Adjuftment of Matters of Commerce for his forementioned Reafons.

I thought fit to cut this Matter fhort, and told them dircftly, I had no Or-
ders to proceed upon any other Points, but in Confequence or Conjun&ion of

the defenfive League > in which I thought his Majefty had all the Reafon that '

could be, both becaufe he would not venture a War's ending in Flanders to

begin upon England , and on the other fide knew the States, whofe Danger
was nearer, would never be capable of taking any vigorous Refolutions in their

Neighbours Affairs, till they were fecure at home by his Majefty's Defence.

That his Majefty thought the moft generous and friendly Advance that could

be, was made on his Side by his Propofition, being himfelf fo much more ouC

of Danger than they were, and fo much courted to a Conjunftion with France

to their Prejudice, as well as that of Flanders ; that they had not made a Dif-

ficulty of fuch Alliances with Princes, who had lately deftnekes with them as

well as his Malefty ; and that, God be thanked, his Majefty was not in Con-
dition to~ have fuch an Offer refufed by any Prince or State of Chriftendom.

Thefe were the Sum of our Difcourfes, tho' very long, and fuch as occa-

fioned the Commiflioners to withdraw thrice and confult together, tho' no-

thing was refolved, but that Monfieur de Witt and Monfieur Isbrant fhould

fpcnd the Afternoon with me at my Lodging, to endeavour the adjufting of
Circumftances between us, fince we feemed to agree in Subftance.

That Conference ended, as I gave your Lordfhip notice that Evening, upon
the Point, that inftead of the Projcft of Scbc-jclin, or any new Adjuftment
concerning marine Aftltirs j the States would proceed upon his Majefty's Pro-
je6t of a defenfive League, provided the provifional Articles in the Breda
Treaty mit^ht be inferted and perpetuated in this, and thereupon we fiiould

cxpe£t his Majefty's Anfwer to what I fhould write that Night.
The next being Saturday Morning, I defired another Conference with my

two Commiflioners, but could not have it till the Afternoon, they being to

report that Morning to the States what had pafled the Evening before. At
our Meeting after Noon, they told me their Communication of all to the

States, and their Lordfiiips Refolution upon them, that it was ncceflliry the

Articles provifional fhould be inferted in the Treaty, fo as I began to doubt a

Stop of all till his Majefty's Anfwer, which fubje^ted all to Uncertainties; I

knew the French Ambalfador was grown into very ill Humour upon my Arri-

val, and fallen into Complaints and Expoftulations with fevcral of the States-,

arid the more, becaufe he could not fee Monfieur de Witt from my coming
over till that time, tho' he had often prefs'd it, and had an Hour given him
the next Day, Monfieur de Witt having promifed to fee him, as he went to

Church after Noon. Upon this I knew likewife he had difpatch'd a Courier
to Paris, which 1 thought would make no Delay, and therefore refolved to

fall upon all the Inftances and Expedients I could, to draw up a fudden Con-
clufion. I told them I defired it extremely, before I could hear again out of
En^and, becaufe I had left Monfieur Ruvigny very bufy at my coming away.
Vol, IL G z and'
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and not unbcfriendcd > that I feared the fame Artifices of France to dillurb us

here, and perhaps iVIonfieur d' EJlrades might at h:s next Meeting endeavour to

infufe fome Jcaloulles into them, by the Relation of what had pafTed between

your Lordllrip and NiandtViV Ruvigny^ three or four Days after the Date of my
firil Inllrudlions ; upon which I told them frankly (as his Majelty gave me
Leave) what had pafled in that Affair. Monficur de JVitt asked mc whether

I could fhew him the Paper drawn up between you j and knowing I had ic

not, defired earneftly I would procure it him, afTuring me noUfc ihould be

made of it, but by joint Confent : But fa) ing, nothing would ferve fo far to

juftify them, in cafe of a Breach growing ncceffary between them and France^

I promifcd to write to your Lordlhip about it, which I defire you will pleafe

to take notice of.

I told Monficur de JFitt what Confidence I had given his Majcfly of his

fincere Proceedings, and how I had been fupported by your Lordihipin thofe

Suggellions, againll the Opinion of fome other great Men: What Advantage

thefe would take, if they faw our whole Negotiation was Itopp'd upon a thing

that look'd like a Chicancric; fince Articles provifional till new Agreements,

were in effedt as flrong as perpetual, which might it felf be changed by new
Agreements: That this would be efteemed aa Artifice of his, elpecially fincc

he had declared upon my asking him, that it was his own Opinion, (and that

he would tell the States fo if they demanded it) not to conclude without Infer-

tion of thofe Articles, which yet he could not deny to be of prefent Force j

for that they allowed ; but fccmed to doubt, that referring in the Treaty of

Breda to a new Treaty, they would be invalidated if a new Treaty fliould pafs

without their Confirmation.

I found Monfieur Isbrant was content with my Reafons, and faid he would
undertake his Province fhould be fo, but Monfieur de IV'itt faid, Holland and

Zealand would not. I told them at laft, that I was fure the States would not

think fit to lofe the EflFed: of the League propofed upon fuch a Point as this,

and that they intended only to have the Advantage of feeing his Majefty's Re-
folution, in Anfwer to my Letter before they concluded, with Refolutions

however that this fliould not hinder at laft} that I forefaw many things mighc
arife in ten Days time, to break all our good Intentions, and fome more than

I had told them, or could at prefent j that if they knew me, and how far I

was to be trufted where I gave my Word, I would propofe an Expedient to

them } but being fo new among them, I thought it was to no Purpofe : There
I paufed. They defired me I would propofe however, and fo I d d j which

was, that we fhould proceed to draw up the whole Project, and fign as foon

as was pofiible i and that in cafe I afterwards received his Majefty's Leave, in

Anfwer of my Friday's, Letter, to infert thoie provifional Articles, 1 would
freely declare it to them, and infert them in a feparate .'\rticle, to be a part of
thedefenfive League. They both looked a while one upon another, and after

a Paufe, Monficur de Witt gave me his Hand, and after a Compliment upon
the Confidence he had taken in my Face, and in the reft of my Dealing fincc

our firft Commerce, told me, that if I would promife them what I had faid,

en Homme de bien^ they would ask no farther Alfurance of me ; and provided

the Treaty of Bredi^ might be confirmed in the Preamble of this, to take away
all Scruples of thofe Articles being of lefs Force than they were before ; for his

part, tho' he could promife nothnig what the States would refolve, yet he

would promife that he and Monfieur Isbrant would ufe their utmoft Endea-

vours, to induce them to proceed upon my Propofition ; and fo we fell imme-
diately to digeft our Projed of the whole Treaty : Fori made no Difficulty of

the Confirmation propofed, knowing that new Treaties ufe to begin by Con-
firmation of the old.

I am the larger in this Relation, that his Majefty may know upon what
Reafons 1 engaged my Word to them in this Point, and thereupon may give

me Leave, without more Circumftances to be true to it, in cafe his Ma-
jefty's Pleafure in the Pomt be difpatch'd away to me, upon the Receipt of
my former Letter.

After
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After this Difficulty well evaded, we found none but in this Expreflion [/«

cafe our Perfuafior.s to S^a\w fiould not prevail, and we fljould co/ne a hi Force (sf a

U Conflra'mte^ whicli I moderated at firft by the Words \aux moyens plus

durs] and afterwards {aux moyens plus efficaccs'] for we drew it up firft in french:

The other Additions or Enlargements, I dare prefume, his Majefty will noi;

be difplcafed with, no more than that Article about Portugil, though I had
no Inftruftion in it. If I have failed in enlarging upon very fhort and hafty

Inftrudions, I moft humbly beg his Majefty's Pardon, becaufe I am fure I kept
my felf as clofe as was poffiblc, to what I apprehended to be his Majefty's

Senfe upon the whole and every part.

That Evening being Saturday, or rather that Night and Sunday Morning,
we agreed upon the Projc<5t in French, and gave Order for the tranflating of it

into Latin, which was done, and perufed by me, and agreed to between twelve

and one that Night, and engroflcd by eleven next Morning, being Monday,
and at a Meeting with the Commiflloners, jointly was figned and fealed, and
mutually delivered between two and three that Afternoon} after that, time
fpent in comparing the Inftruments, and adjufting the Sums, computed as the

Value of the feveral Aids.

After Sealing, we all embraced with much Kindnefs and Applaufe of my
faying upon that Occafion, ^ Breda comme Amis, icy comme Freres; and Mon-
fieur de IVitt made me a moft obliging Compliment, of having the Honour
which never any other Minifter had before me, of drawing the States to a Re->

folution and Conclufion in five Days, upon a Matter of the greateft Impor-
tance, and a Seconrs of the greateft Expence they had ever engaged in ; and
all direftly againll the Nature of their Conftitutions, which enjoined them
Recourfe to their Provinces upon all fuch Occafions, and ufcd to draw out all

common Deliberations to Months Delays, and added upon it, that now it was
done, it look'd like a Miracle.

I muft add three Words to do him Right in return of his Compliment,
that I found him as plain, as dire£l, and fquarc in the courfe of this Bulinefs,

as any Man could be j though often ftiff in Points where he thought anv Ad-
vantage could acrue to his Countrey ; and have all the Reafons in the World
to be fatisfied with him, and for his Induftry no Man had ever more. I am
fure, for thefe five Days at leaft, neither of us fpent many idle Hours, neither

Day nor Night.

After the Conclufion, I received Yefterday the Vifits of all the publick Mi-
nifters in Town, except the Ambaftadors, between whorn, and Envoys Ex-
traordinary, fome Difficulties were arifen (they fay, here firft begun by Sir

George Downing) which have in a manner fpoiled all Commerce. None of
the other failed to rejoice with me upon the Conclufion of my Bulincfv, and
to exprefs their adoring his Majefty's Refolutions, which in this Conjunfture,
they fay, have given new Life to all the Courts of Cbrijiendom, whole Coun-
fels were before in the greateft Perplexities and Difordcr that could be. They
fay his Majefty will have the fole Honour of giving either Peace to Chriften-

dom, or a Balance to the Wars; and has fhewn, that all muft follow what he
gives a Head to. Much more of this kind , hear from all Hands, and have no
Reafon to doubt their Meaning what they fay.

Thus far I have given your Lordfti p the fmooth fide only of this Conclu-
fion, and now you muft receive the rough ; for having concerted with the
Commiffioncrs, that Monfieur de Witt and I ftiould give part of our Treaty
(ail but the feparate Articles) to the French and Spanifl] Ambafladors ; the firft

we performed this Afternoon, the laft we intend to morrow Morning.
The French Ambaftador had been much furprized with our Conclufion: For

upon our firft Conference with the Commiffioncrs, he had faid, T'out cela s'en

ira en Fumk, i3 que le Roy [on Maitre s'eu mocqueroit. The Dav before our
Signing, being told, we advanced very faft, he repiiedi Et bien, d'icy a fix fe-
maines nous en parlerons, relying upon the Forms of the States to run the Circle
of their Towns.
Upon our giving him part of the whole Bufinefs, he replied coldly, that

he doubted we had not taken a right way to our Endj that the fourth Article

of
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of the fecond Inilnimcnt was not in Terms very proper to be digcfted by si

King of twenty nine Years old, and at the Head of eighty thouland Men:
That if we had joined both to dclire his Mafter to prolong the Offer he had

made, of a CelTlition of Arms till the Time we propofc, and withal, not to

move his Arms farther in Flanders^ tho' Spain lliould refulc, we might hope to

fuccced: But if we thought to prefcribe him Laws, and force him to Compli-

ance, by Leagues between our fclves, or with Spain, tho' Sivedcn and the Ger-

man Princes lliould join with us > he kncv/ his Mailer ne flecheroit pas, and

that it would come to a War of forty Years. From this he fell a little warm-
ly upon the proceeding of the States, faying, they knew his Mailer's Refolu-

tions upon thofe two Points, neither to prolong the Ceflation propofed beyond

the End of March, nor to dcfill the Purfuit of his Conqueil with his own
Arms, in cafe Spain confentcd not to his Demands within that Term. He
faid, his Majcfty not being their Ally, might treat and conclude what he plea-

fed, without their Offence j but for the States who were their ncareft Ally,

to conclude fo much to his Mailer's Difrefpe6t at lead, and without commu-
nicating with him the AmbalTirdor at all during the whole Treaty, he mud
leave it to his Maflcr to interpret as he thought fit. Monfieur de IVit de-

fended their Caufe, and qur common Intentions with great Phlegm, but great

Steddinefs, and told me after he was gone, that this was the leall: wc could

expeft at firll from a Frenchman •, and that I iliould do well however to give

his Majeily an Account of it by the firll, that we put our felves early in Po-

llure, to make good what we have faidj and that as to the Time and Degree

of our arming: he would confult with the States, and let me know their

Thoughts, to be communicated to his Majeily upon this Occafion.

I was in hopes to difpatch this away to morrow Morning, but I fhall be

hinder'd till Night, by the Delay of figning of a feparate Article with the

Count dc Dona, whereby Place is referved for Sweden to enter as principal in-

to this Treaty : For I have gone along in the whole Bufinefs fince my coming
over, with perfeft Confidence and Concert with the Count de Dona, upon his

afluring me, his Orders were to conform himfelf to his Majefty's Relblution

in what concerns the two Crowns, tho' before he abfolutely engages, he ex-

perts from the Spaniards by our Interceflion, fome Supplies for Payment of

his Troops, and fome other Adjuftments with the Emperor, which will be

treated between the fevcral Miniflers at London under his Majefty's Influence.

In what I fhall fign upon this Occafion, together v/ith the States, I confefs to

your Lordfhip to go beyond my Inftruftions, but apprehending it to be whol-

ly agreeable to his Majefty's Intentions, and extremely advantageous to the

common Ends and Affairs > I venture upon this Excels, and humbly beg his

Majefty's Pardon if I fail. Your Lordfhip will be troubled with fome Poft-

fcript to Morrow, before I difpatch an Exprefs with the Copies to be ratified

by his Majefty within a Month, tho' I hope a lefs time will be taken, thole

oi Holland having undertaken theirs on fifteen Days.

1 am, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, Jan. z6. N. S. i66S.

SINCE the clofe of my long Difpatch, I have every Hour cxpe^ed the

Copies to be tranfmitted for his Majefty's Ratification, without being able

to procure them. I cannot but imagine fome Occafion of the Delay, may
have been a Defire in them here to interpofe fome time, between the Receipt

of my laft- Fndafs Letter and of this Pacquet, to the end his Majcfty may in

the mean time have difpatch'd his Orders to me about the provifonal Articles,

tho' I cannot think they ihould be of fuch Moment inferted or omitted to

cither fide.

I now
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I now difpatch the inclofed Copies of the Treaty, in order to his Majefty's
Ratification, which is generally defircd may be returned as fudden as poiTiblyi
the States having undertalcen to have theirs ready in fifteen Days after the Sign-
ing, and believing it neceffliry to proceed jointly and early, to the mutual
Councils of Arming, in cafe France continues the Difpofitions they feemto be
in at prcfent of purfuing the War,
My Brother, who will deliver this Difpatch to your Lordfhip, is able to add

what particular Circumllances I may have omitted, or your Lordlhip fliall

think fit to enquire from this Place j and what he fails, Count Dona will fup-
ply, who is a Perfon very well worth your Lordfhip's particular Acquaintance
and Afliftance in his Negotiations, or at lead the Forms and Entrances of them,
being in all Points our Friend.

Yefterday the Spantfi Ambaflador received the Communication of our Trea-
ties from Monfieur de IVitt and me, with fome Defcants upon the Hardlliip of
it, but, I believe, Satisfaftion at Heart. I have this Day written at large, and
with all the Inflancc imaginable to the Marquis de Caftel Rodrigo to induce his

Confent, and immediately upon the Ratifications, fhall away and purfue that
Point at Bniffels.

I cannot but rejoice in particular with your Lordfhip, upon the Succefs of
this Affair, having obferved in your Lordfhip, as well as my Lord Keeper^ a
conftant fleddy Bent, in fupporting his Majefty's Refolution, which is here
fo generally applauded as the happiell and wifetl, that any Prince ever took for

himfelf or his Neighbours : What in earnefl I hear every Hour, and from all

Hands of that kind is endlefs, and even extravagant. God of Heaven fend his

Majefty's Councils to run on the fameCourfe; and I have nothing left to wifh,

fince I know your Lordfhip will continue to elteem me what I am with fo great

Paflion and Truth.

My LordJ
Totir, 6cc.

To Sir Orlando Bridgman, Lord-Keeper,

My Lord, Hague
^ Jan. 27. iV. S. 166%.

THO' I know my long Difpatch by this Exprefs to my Lord Arlington

will give your Lordfhip your fhare of Trouble, yet I could not omit the

cncharging my Brother with a particular Attendance upon your Lordfhip from
me, nor accompanying him with thefe Acknowledgments of your Lordfhip's

great Favour and good Opinion, even before I had the Honour of being

known to you. I will prefume I have done nothing fince to forfeit them, as

I had nothing before to deferve them > and that my late good Fortunes at the

Hague., will help to continue what my good Fortunes alone at BrujJ'els began,

and my five Days Stay at London^ ferved to improve in fo great a Degree. Vet
I will affure your Lordfhip, if I can make any farther Advance by the Rcfent-

ments of your Favour, by my Defires to deferve it in the return of my beft

Services, or by the true Honour and Efleem of thofe Qualities, I have difco-

vered in your Lordfhip, upon fo fhort an Acquaintance j 1 am very far upon my
way already.

But I will leave this Subje6t in the firfl place, to congratulate with you up-

on another J which is the Succefs of a Council, wherein I obferved your Lord-
fhip and my Lord Arlington to have the mofl fteddy Bent, in promoting a Re-
folution of his Majefty's, which is on this fide the Water, efteemed generally

the happielt and the wiieft that could ever have been taken by any Prince in

fuch a Conjunfture, and upon Refpefts not only of his own Affairs, but even

thofe of all Chriftendom befides. It is not fit for me to tell you much of what
I hear of this kind, or the Applaufes given to his Majefly and his Mniflers

upon this Occafion : To tell you all, I am fure would be endlefs ; but from
what I hear, I cannot but raileat leafl a happy Prefage of a new Year, and a

new
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new Miniftry's running on together, with a Succcflion of the fame Honour

and good Fortunes both to his Majelly and his Kingdoms.

In the next place I will, according to your Orders, give your Lordihip an

Account of fomc Particulars that fell into this great Tranfaftion, which 1

thought not fit to trouble my Lord Arlington with, as not perhaps proper, or

of weight enough, for the View of his Majefty or the foreign Committee,

and yet worth the Knowledge or Reflection of fome of his Minillers, in order

to the Conduft of his Majelty's Councils hereafter, both in this and other of

his Affairs.

I muft tell your Lordfhip, that in my firfl: Conference with Monfieur de

Witt fince my return; I begun with telling him, that he could not but re-

member, that when I paffed this way laft into England^ I told him, upon what
Points his Majefty dehred with the greateft Secrecy that could be, to know
his Opinion, and by that to guefs at what might be the States, upon the pre-

fent Conjuncture of Affairs in Flanders; to the end his Majefty might accord-

ingly take his own Meafures. That his Majefty guefs'd by the general Caniagc
and Difcourfes of the Dutch Ambaffadors at London, the States were not willing

to fee Flanders over-run by France, but could not find they had any thing pofi-

tive to fay to him upon that SubjeCt: That he had therefore fent me privately

and plainly to tell him his Mind upon if, as to a Man of Honour, and who he

believed would make no ill ufe of it, and (if he thought fit) to know his Sen-

timents upon that Affair. That for his Majefty, he neither thought it for his

own Intereft nor Safety, nor for that of the States, or of Chrijlcndom in gene-

ral, that Flanders fliould be loft ; and therefore was refolved to do his utmoft

to preferve it, provided the States were of the fame Mind, and that it might
be done in Conjunction between them ; and to that end defired to know, whe-
ther the States would be content to enter into an Alliance with him, both de-

fenfive between themfelves, and offcnfive againft France, for the Prefervation

of Flanders. That he (Monfieur de Witt) might remember, his Anfwer to

me was; firft, much Applaufe of his Majefty's Refolution, great Acknow-
ledgment of his Confidence towards him by that Communication, much Affu-

rance that the States would be of the fame Mind, as to the Prefervation of
Flanders, which was their neareft Intereft next their own: That he found,

both his Majefty and the States had the fame Mind as well as Intereft in this

Matter, but that the Diftrufts remaining upon the late Qiiarrel between
them, had kept either of them from beginning to enter frankly upon it. But
fince his Majefty had pleafed to break it to him in a manner fo obliging, tho*

he could not pretend to tell me his Mafter's Mind, yet he would his own :

Which was, that the Defence oi Flanders was abfolutely neceffary, but that

it ought to be tried firft, rather by a joint Mediation of a Peace between the two
Crowns, than by a Declaration of Warj but that if the firft would notferve, it

ought to come to the other. That I knew France had already offered a Peace

to the Offices made by the States upon an Alternative at the Choice of the

Spaniards ; that he thought our Mediation ought to be offered to both Crowns
upon that Foot, to induce France to make good their own Offer, and Spain to

accept it. And that to this purpofe he thought it very neceffary to make a

ftrift Alliance between his Majefty and the States.

That for making an offenfive Alliance, it could not be j for it was a Maxim
obferved by this State, never to make any, at leaft when they were in Peace j

that for defenfive Leagues, they had them with many Princes, and he beheved
would be ready to enter into one with his Majefty ; and tho' he could not at all

anfwer what would be the Mind of the States upon thofe Points, yet he had
told me his J and would add, that he was not ufually miftaken in theirs, and
that he would at leaft ufe all his Endeavours to bring the States to fuch Opi-
nions and Rcfolutions.
When I had laid this, and obferved by his ACtion and Face that he affented

to this Recital of all that had paffed between us } I ask'd him whether this

was all right, that I might know whether I had miftaken nothing in re-
prcfcnting his Majefty's Meaning to him, nor to his Majefty. He an-
fwcred, that it was all right, and that he very well remembred n, and

much
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much commended a Method of proceeding fo exa6t and fincere, by an en-
deavour to avoid all Miftakes between us.

I then told him, that I had upon my Arrival in England^ reprefented all

as faithfully to his Majelly as I had done to him ; and that upon it his Ma-
iefty had taken fo much Confidence in his (Monfieur de IVitt's) Opinion and
Judgment, as well as in his Credit with the States^ that he had taken a fud-

den and firm Refolution upon itj firft, to join with the States in the Offer
of a Mediation between the two Crowns, and upon fuch Terms, as they and
I fhould agree, but with a Defire, that they might be as advantagious as the
States could be induced to, for the Prefervation of Flanders, and Recovery of
fuch Places as fhould be moft neceflary to it. In the next place, to conclude
a Treaty, the ftrongeft that could be between us, for obliging France to ac-

cept the Peace upon thofe Terms, and in the mean time for putting a Stop to

the Courfe of their Arms in Flanders. But that his Majefty thought it necef-

fary to begin all this, with a ftri£t League between him and the States, for

their own mutual Defence, and to this Purpofe had fent me over as his Envoy
to the States with full Powers, and the Draught of a defenfive League be-
tween usj but refers the reft for what touched Flanders, to what the States

and I fhould agree.

Monfieur de JVitt received this Difcouffe with a Countenance pleafed, but
yet as I mark'd, fomething furprized, and as if he expefted not a Return from
his Majefty fo fudden and fo refolute. He faid, that the States would be much
pleafed with the Honour his Majefty did them, and the Overture he made
them i that I fhould choofe my Time, whenever I dcfired it, for my Audience}
and would pafs the Forms of demanding it from the Prefident of the Week

:

That he was ftill confident the States would enter with his Majefty into the
Mediation, tho' France gave them Hopes of fucceding by their own : That
the Provinces differed in Opinion upon what Terms the Peace fhould be rhade :

That Utrecht was fo bold as to think nothing but Juftice ought to be confi-

dered in the cafe : That all that France had conqucr'd fhould be reftored to
Spain, and their Pretenfions be referred to Judgment or Arbitrage. But Hol-
land, with moft of the other Provinces, were of another Mind, a:nd confi-

dering their own prefent Condition, as well as that oi France, thought it beft

to keep the French to their own Offer ; but he believed would come to means
of more Force, if France fhould recede from what they themfelves had ad-
vanced to the States. That, for the defenfive League between us, he did not
know whether the late Sore were yet fit for fuch an Application, but would
try the Mind of the States. That he doubted they would think it like to

prove too fudden a Change of all their Interefts, and that which would abfo-

lutely break them off, from fo old and conftant a Friend as France, to rely

wholly upon fo new and uncertain a Friend, as England had proved.
I told him, that the doing what he faid, would be the Effect of any Trea-

ties of this Nature between us, let them be as tenderly handled and compofed
as we could : That France would take it as ill of us and of them, to be ftopp'd
in the remaining Conqueft of Flanders, as to be forced out of all they had al-

ready gained : That he knew very well, it had been long their Defign at any
Price, to polTefs themfelves of the Spanifi Netherlands ; and he knew as well
that it was their Intereft to do fo, confidering the advantages it would give
them over all the reft of Chrifiendom j that it was as much our Intereft to hin-
der it, and that nothing could do it, but a firm Conjunction between us

:

That the States Part would be next after Flanders was gone, and therefore

they had now as much need of being protefted by England againlt France, as

they thought they had three or four Years ago of being protefted by France
againft England; and that they had no other Choice, but either continuing
their Friendfhip with France^ till they fhould fee both Flanders and themfelves
fwallowed up by fuch a Neighbour ; or elfe change their whole Meafurcs,
and enter into the ftrifteft Alliance with his Majefty for the Prefervation of
both j and let France take it as they pleafed.

Monfieur de Witt confefTed the Defigns oi France for the Conqueft of Flan-
ders, fpoke of the Treaties they had made with thf Slates in Cardinal Rich-
VoL. IL H //V«'s
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lien's time, and lately offered again, for partaging it between them ; and faid,

he underftood very well the Danger of fuch a Council and Ncigbourhood,

or clfe he fhould have fallen into them ; but the Ventures were great on the

other fide too ; that the States were much more cxpofed than the King > that

the Spaniard! were weak, and ill to be trufted by the States^ between wliom

there had never yet been any better Meafures than barely thofe of the Munfler

Peace, after fo great Rancours and long Hoftilities. That tho' he believed the

German Princes would be glad of what his Majefty propofed, yet he knew noc

how far Sweden might be engaged in the Meafures witn France^ who lay here

at their Backs in the Dutchy of Bremen. And laft of all, tho' this Refolutioa

feemed now to be taken by his Majefty and his Miniftcrs, upon the furcft and

wifcfl; Foundations, which were thofe of true Intereft and Safety ; ye: no Man
knew how long they might laft. That if they fhould break all their Mea-
fures with France.) and throw themfelves wholly upon his Majefty by fuch a

Conjun£bion, any Change of Councils in England would be their certain Ruin.

That he knew not this prefent Miniftry, and could fay nothing to them > but

that he knew the laft too well. Upon which he faid a good deal of our un-

certain Condu6t fince his Majefty's return, and concluded that the Unfteadi-

nefs of Councils in England., feemed a fatal thing to our Conftitutiouj he

would not judge from what Grounds, Mais que depuis Ic temps de la Reyne Eli-

fabet, il n'y avoit eu qu'une flu£luation perpetuelle en la Conduite de rAngleterre.^

avec laquelle on me pouvoit jamais prendre des Mefures pour deux Annees de 'temp.

After this ended, with fome Melancholy that looked a little irrefolute, I told

him, that as to their own Interefts he knew them, and could weigh them bet-

ter than I ; that after my Audience and firft Conference with Commiffioners,

I fliould quickly fee how the States would underftand them, in which T knew
very well how great a part he would have : That for our Danger, I confefs'd

they would be firft expofed to France.^ and we the laft, which made it reafona-

blethey fhould make the firft Peace to their Safety. That io\ Siveden I had no
Orders to negotiate with them, but being fully inftruftcd in his Majefty's general

Intentions, I ibould be glad to fee them ftrengthen'd all I could j and to that

purpofe, if he thought fit, I would talk with the Count de Dona the Siuedijb

AmbafTador here, and fee whether he had any Powers to engage their Crowu
in any common Meafures for the Safety of Cbriflendom j that if by fuch a Con-
junftion we could extend it to a Triple Alliance among us, upon the fame

Foundation, I believed he would think it too ilrong a Bar for France to ven-

ture on. That for the Unftcadinefs of our Councils, I would rather bewail

than defend it ; but that I fliould not have made this Journey, if I had not

been confident that had been ended, and we now bottom'd paft any Change or

Remove. That I could not pretend to know any body's Mind certainly but

my ownj but that upon this Matter I was as confident of his Majefty's, ofyour
Lordfiiip's, and my Lord Arlington's., as I was of my own. Upon this Occa-
fion I fiid a great deal, not only of the Interefts, but Refentments, that had
engaged his Majefty and his Minifters in this Council > and concluded that I

was confident it could never break, but would anfwer, if ever it did, it lliould

never be by my Hand, and was as confident I might anfwer the fame for your

Lordfhip and my Lord Arlington, and that you would fall or ftand upon this

Bottom.
Monfieur de Witt feemed much fitisfied with what I had fudj aflured me

for his part, he would give his Hands towards a good Conclufion of this Af-
fair: That he would truft his Majefty's Honour and Intereft upon fo great a

Conjunfture. as well as the Sincerenefs and Conftancy of his Minifters, whom
he could judge of by no other Lights but what I gave him ; made me Com-
pliments upon the great Confidence he had taken in me and my Manner of
dealing, by what he had heard and feen of me fince the firft Vifit I made him
in my Paftage here, after the end of the Warj and concluded that I fiiould

fee the Count Donn., and try how fir Sweden was to be engaged in this Affiiir.

I tell your Lordlliip all thefc Circumftanccs, that knowing where the Diffi-

culties have been, how they have been overcome, and upon what Advances on
my fide this Knot has been tied, your Lordfliip and niy Lord Arlington may

the
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the better know how to fupport this Affair, and make any others eafy, by re-

covering the Credit of our Condu£t in England, fo far lofb by the Unlteadinefs

too truly laid to our Charge j and at leail by your own Conilancy, in what
you have begun, make good the Charafters you have already in the World,
and the Aflurances I have given Moniieur^e Jritt upon your Occafion.

That Evening I went to the Count Dona^ and run over all Ceremonies of
our Characters, by going ftreight into his Chamber, taking a Chair, and fit-

ting down by him before he could rife out of his. I told him, I hoped he
would excufe this Liberty upon an Errand wherein I thought both our Ma-
ilers were concerned} that Ceremonies were intended to facilitate Bufinefs,

and not to hinder it j that I knew nothing to make my feeing the other Am-
bafladors at the Hague neceflary, and fo was content with the Difficulties had
been introduced between our Charafters j but thinking it abfolutely for my Ma-
iler's Service to enter into Confidence with his Excetkncy u^ow my Errand here,

I had refolved to do it in this manner, and if he gave me leave, would purfue it

as if our Acquaintance and Commerce had been of never fo long a Date.

The Count embraced me, gave me great Thanks for the Honour I did him,
made me Compliments upon fo frank and confident a manner as I ufed with
him y and faid he was ready to return it upon any thing that I fhould think fit

to communicate to him.

After this I enter'd into the Detail of my whole Progrefs to that time, both
in England and herej of his Majefly's Reafons, of the common Interefls of
Cbriflcndom^ of the Reception my Errand found from Monfieur de IVitt^ and
the Hopes I had of fucceeding : Of our Difcourfes about engaging Sweden in

the fame Mealiires, and a Deiire of extending our League into a Triple JUiance
among us, for our own mutual Defence, the Safety of Flanders^ and thereby

of Chrijleadom. That I knew how the Crown of S-weden had been treated of
late Years by France^ how clofe they had kept to the Friendfhip with his Ma-
jelly, and how beneficial as well as honourable, fuch a part as this might prove
to them, by the particular ufe they might be of to the Crown of Spaing &nd
that upon any good Occafion they might be fure of his Majefly's Offices and
the States, who refolved to enter into this AfKiir without any other Interefl

than that of the Prefervation of Flanders, and thereby of their own Safety, and
the common Good.
The Count Dona profefTed to applaud his Majefly's Council, to be con-

fident that Sweden would be content to go his Pace in all the common Af-
fairs of Cbriftendom, which he was afTured of by his own Inftru£tions in general

}

but that fuch an AfRiir as this not being forefeen, he could have none upon it

:

That if it fucceeded, he would make all the Paces he could to engage his

Mafter in it, as what he thought, of Honour and Advantage to the common
Safety : But that he would return my Franknefs to him with the f^ime to me,
in telling me, that he doubted my bringing it to an IfTue : That he firff

doubted Monfieur de IVitfs, Refolution, to break upon any Terms with
France, and clofe with England; not only confidering what had lately pafTed

between us, but the Interefls of the Houfe of Orange, which he mufl ever

believe would at one time or other be advanced by us ; whereas he was fure

to be fupported againft them by France : Therefore he believ'd, though he
he would not oppofe it, becaufe the States and People might run into itj yet

he would find fome Means to elude the Conclulion or Effe6t of it, without
appearing himfelf in any fuch Defign. That in the next Place, fince fuch a

Treaty could not be made by the States General, without firfl being fent to all

the Provinces and Towns for their Approbation, and Orders upon it to their

Deputies > he did not fee how it was pofTible for the Ft ench AmbalTador to

fiiil of engaging fome Towns or' Provinces againfl it, and the Oppofition of
any one of them would lofe the EfFeftj fince no new Treaty could be made
by the Conllitutions here, without an univerfal Confent. That however
he would not difcourage me, but wifli'd me Succels with all his Heart, upon
many Reafons ; and among others, as being fb much a Servant to the Houfe
of Orange, which could not but profit by a Conjunftion between England
and Hslland: And again promifed, whenever I brought it to a Period, to ufe

Vol. II. H 2. all
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all his Endeavours, and ftretch his Powers as far as he could, towards en-

gaging his Mafter in the fame Mcafures with us.

In the fecond Conference I had with Monficur de Witt^ I acquainted him

with what had pafled with Count Dona: which he fecmed much pleafed with;

and faid, the' we could not expeft he flioiild have Powers fo general as to

conclude fuch an Aftair, yet an Inllrument miglit be drawn up between us,

whereby room may be left for Sivedcn to enter as a Principal into our Alli-

ance } and the Count de Dona had fo much Credit at his Court, to recom-

mend it there fo as to fucceed, efpecially upon the hopes wc muft give him of

obtaining Subfidics from Spain^ which might countervail what they might lofc

from France upon this Occafion.

I then fell upon the Form of concluding this Treaty ; fiying, I could ea-

fily foretel the Fate of it, if it muft pafs the common Forms of being fent

by the feveral Deputies to all their Principals for their Refult upon it : That

I knew this would take up a Month or fix Weeks time, and that nothing

would be fo eafy as for the French Ambaflador to meet with it in running

that Circle, and by engaging fome one Member, perhaps by Money thrown

among the chief Perfons in fome of the fmall Towns, to prevent and ruin

a Council of the grcateft Importance to Chriflendom^ as well as to our two

Nations, that had been on foot in many Ages : That unlefs the States-General

would conclude and fign the Treaty immediately, and truft to the Approba-

tion of their feveral Provinces and Towns after it was done, 1 Ijiould give it

for gone, and think no more of it.

Monfieur de Witt feemed to think this impoflible j faid, no fuch thing

had ever been done fince the firtt Inftitution of their Commonwealth > that,

tho' it was true, the States-General might fign a Treaty, yet they could not

ratify it without recourfe to their Principals, and that they fhould venture

their Heads in figning it, if their Principals not approving it fhould queftion

them for doing it without Orders ; that he hoped the Forms might be ex-

pedited in three Weeks time, and that all Care that could be, fhould be

taken to prevent the Addreffes of the French Ambaffador among the Pro-

vinces.

I cut the matter fhort, and told him I continued of my firfl Opinion, to

fee it immediately agreed between me and the Commifiioners, and then figned

by the States^ which might be done in four or five Days ; and that the De-

puties might fafely truft to the Approbation of their Principals in a Point of

fo great and evident publick Intereft: That for my part, I know not how
this Delay, and thereby Hazard of the Affair might be interpreted in Eng-

landy nor what Change in my Orders it might produce : That I had now

Powers to conclude an Alliance of the laft Confequence to the Safety of

Flanders and this State; that if it fhould mifcarry by the too great Caution

of the Deputies in Point of Form, for ought I knew, they might venture

their Heads that way, and more defervedly, than by finging at prefent what

all of them believed, would not only be ratified, but applauded by their

Principals. With this I left him ; and the reft that pafled in the Progrefs of

this Affair, as well as in my Audience or with the CommifTioncrs, your Lord-

fhip has it in my Difpatch to my Lord /Irlington^ to whom you will pleafe to

communicate thefc more fecrct Springs, that by knowing the Conception, the

Forming, the Throws, and Birth of this Child^ you may the better confulc

how it is to benourifhed till it grow to Strength, and thereby fit to atchieve

thofe great Adventures, for which it feems defigned.

I am ever with equal Paffion and Truth,

My Lord,

Your Lordjtnp'i mojl Faithful

and -moji Humble Sewant.

To
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To Mr. Godolphin.

SIR, Bruph, ya». z8. N. S. 1668,

THough the Interruption of our Commerce hath been long, yet I thought
it necefTary to renew it at this time, and thereby let you know what has

lately broken it on my Side, that you may not believe any Interruption of
yours has had a worfe efFeft upon me of late than it ever had before, being an
Accident I have often been fubjeft to. About the end of laft Month, N. S.

I pafTed through this Place with private Commiffion from his iVIajefty, to

found the Mind of the Slates, in what concerns the prefent Quarrel between
the two Crowns, and how they were difpofed to join with him in the Share
of a War, or Projcft of a Peace, to be endeavoured by our joint Offices be-
tween them. From hence I went to London^ with the private Account of
what I had in Charge. After five Days ftay there, I was difpatch'd backj
as his Majefty's Envoy Extraordinary to the States, with full Power to

treat and conclude upon thofe Points which his Majefty efteemed neceflary

for our common Safety, and the Repofe of Chriflendom in this Conjunfture.
Upon the 6'i> I arrived here, had my firft Audience on the iS'ii, and on thfc

ij'i were figned by me, and the Commiflioners given me by the States with
full Powers, three feveral Inftruments of our prefent Treaty: The firft, con-
taining a League defenfive and perpetual between his Majefty and the States^

againft all Perfons without exception, that lliall invade either of them, with
Agreement to furnifti each other upon Occafion with forty Ships of War,
of which, fourteen between fixty and eighty Guns, and four hundred Men
a-piece one with another j fourteen between forty and fixty Guns, and three

hundred Men a-piece } and of the other twelve, none under thirty fix Guns,
and a hundred and fifty Men : Befides this, with fix thoufand Foot, and four
hundred Horfe, of Money inftead of them, at the Choice of the invaded}
and to be repaid within three Years after the end of the Warj the Propor-*

tions of Money to the feveral Parts of the faid Aid, being afcertained in the

Treaty.

The fecond Inftrument contains our joint Obligations to difpofc France to

make Peace in Flanders upon one of the Alternatives already propofed ; and
likewife to difpofe Spain to accept it before the end of Mays but in cafe of
Difficulty made by them, to difpofe France however to ftop all farther Pro-
grefs of its own Arms there, and leave it wholly to the Allies to procure
the Ends propofed in this League.
The third Inftrument contains certain feparate Articles between his Majefty

and the States, figned at the fame Time, and of the fame Force with the
Treaty, but not to be committed to Letters.

'Tis hardly imaginable, the Joy and Wonder conceived here, upon the Con-
clufion of this Treaty, brought to an Ifiue in five Days, nor the Applaufe gi-

ven to his Majefty's Refolution, as the wifeft and happieft that could in this

Conjunfture be taken by any Prince, both for his own and his Neighbours Af-
fairs j nor are the Reflections upon the Conduft of it lefs to the Advantage of
the prefent Miniftry in England ; the thing being almoft done here as foon as

my Journey was known in London, and before my Errand was fufpefted by any
publick Minifter there.

Three Days after our figning, the S-wedifi Ambaflador figned another In-

ftrument jointly with me and the States Commiffioners, obliging his Mafterto
enter as a Principal into the fame Alliance, lb foon as fome Pretenfions he has

from the Emperor and Spain are fatisfied by our good Offices between them.
After which Count Dona parted as Ambaflador likewiie from that Crown foi

England, where the reft of that Affair will be negotiated > and in his Compa-
ny my Brother Henry 'temple, with the whole Account of my Bufinefs, and
the Treaties figned in order to their Ratification, for which a Month is al-

lowed, though the States promife theirs within fifteen Days after the Date.

When thofe arrive and are exchanged, I return to my Refidence at Brujfels,

to
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to fee the Iflue of this Bufincfs, which now takes up the Thoughts and Dif-

courfe of all Chrijlendom^ and from which molt Princes will rcfolve to take

their Meafures.

I fuppofe my Lord Sandwich upon his way, and therefore content my fdf

only with giving you this Trouble, and the Profcllions of my being,

SIR,
Tour, 8c.c.

To the Yil-t^ G.

May it pJeafe your Majefly, Hague, Jan. 25). A'. S. i668.-

IN my laft Paffiige hither I had the Honour oftrying your Majcfty's Yatchc

in fuch a Storm as that never felt before, and a greater no Man in her pre-

tended ever to have feen. The Fortune of your Majelly's Affairs help'd us to

the Difcovery of a Pilot Boat at a dillance from the Coafts that brought us

happily in, without which we had palled fuch another Night at Sea, as I

fhould not care to do for any thing your Majcfty could give mc, befides your

Favour, and the Occafions of ferving you : If we had mifcarricd, your Maje-

lly had loft an honeft diligent Captain and fixteen poor Seamen, fo beaten out

with Wet and Toil, that the Compaflion I had then for them I have ftijl

about me, and afture your Majefty that five or fix more will be necelTary for

your Yatcht, if you ufe her to fuch PalTages as this > but for the reft I believe

there is not fuch a Boat in the World. She returns with a long but final and
happy Account of my Bufinefs to my Lord Arlington, and with the Count de

' Dona, who will be better Company than a long ill Letter, and deferves your
Majefty's Welcome by his other Qualities, as well as his particular Devotions

for your Majefty's Pcrfon and Service.

I cannot end this Letter without congratulating with your Majefty upon the

Succefs of your Relblution, which occafioned my Journey hither} and which
is generally applauded here as the wifeft and happieft, both for your King-
doms and your Neighbours, and the moft honourable to your Majefty's Pcr-

fon, that ever was taken upon any Occafion by any Prince: And the ftrangc

Succefs of it hath been anfwerable to the reft of your Majefty's Fortunes,

and fo amazing, that the Exprellions made of it here every Hour, are altoge-

ther extraordinary, not to fay extravagant.

God of Heaven continue your Majefty's good Health, and good Councils,

and good Fortunes, and then I fhall have nothing more to wifli, but that you
may pardon the Faults, and accept of the humble and hearty Devotions of,

SIB,

7mr Afajejly's mojl Loyal and moji

Ohedknt Subject and Servant.

To Monfieur Gourville. A Monfieur de Gowville,

I

Haijie, Febr. 7. De la Haye, 7 Fcvr.

N.S. 166S. S.N. 1688.

Have juft received • (by the Mhin- "WE -viens de rccevoir par Ics foins ob-

gravo's Favour) yours of the 2,8''' | ligcans de Monfieur Ic Rhingrave

paft, and am extreme glad to have yet yj -votre lettre du z8 dti pafse ; ^ je

fome place in your Memory, after fo nie rejouis extre-mement d'occuper encore

many Divei;fions in Germany, which quclfue place dans -voire fowjenir, apres

ufe tant
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#fe tQ make oijp forget Thjngs of

much greater Importance. But all

this was necefTary to comfort me for

your Abfence, which I believe you
have ordered, with defign for all my
)ouineys into HollancI

-J
this is now the

third I have made fince that o? Breda.,

without ever meeting you there j

you, I fay, who were not able to live

three Months without going thither,

though you are forced for it to leave

the Ladies and the Orange Trees at

Brujfels.

I can tell you no News 5 the Puke
of Lunenburg's Rcfident having aflu-

red me, that he has fent you Word of
the Conclufion of our Treaty here,

whereof I every Day expe6t the Rati-
fications. They will needs have me
pafs here for one of great Abilities,

for having finifhed and figned in five

Days a Treaty of fuch Importance to

Chrijiendom : But I will tell you the
Secret of it : To draw things out of
their center, requires Labour and Ad-
drefs to put them into Motion j but
to malce theni return thither, Nature
helps fo far, that there needs no more
than juft to fet them a going. Now,
I think, a flri<5t Alhance is the true

Center of our two Nations. There
was alfo another Accident, which con-
tributed very much to this Affair, and
that was, a great Confidence arifen be-
tween the Penfiumr and mej he is ex-
tremely pleafcd with me, and my fin-

cere open way of dealing j and 1 with
all the Reafon in the World am infi-

nitely pleafed with him upon the fame
fcorej and look on him as one of the
greateft Genius's I have known, as a

Man of Honour, and the moft eafy in
Converfation, as well as in Bufinefs.

In fhort, the two Nations are clofer

united than if there never had been a
War. For Affairs in general I can
tell you nothing, but that our com-
mon Defign is to give Peace to all

Chrijiendom^ fo that if France pleafes

they may have it this Spring j if nor,

(as Monfieur d'Eftrades f;tys, at leafl

not after our Fafhion) they may have
their fill of the War. For the Con-
vention at y//x, I can tell you nothing
till we get an Anfwer from France and
BrnfelSi where we have already fent

Advice

iant de divertiffhmens gaui£z eu jiUe-
magac, ce rie feroit pas la premiere faii
qiiih auroient fait oublier des chofes plus
importantes que ma perfonnc: Mais il

ne falloit pas moins que les plaiftrs queje
fay que -vous avez goutez^ (^ la nouvelle
marque que vous me donnez de votre ami-
ti^y pour me confokr de votrc ahfence-,
Je croy au refte que vous Vavkz cancer-
tee avac tous mes voyages en Hollande;
car void k troifieme que fy fais depuis
celny de Breda^ fans vous y troitver^ vous
dis je.y, qui' ne pouviez pafer trois mots
fans y alier, quand meme il auroit fallu
pour cela. quitter vos Grangers £3" les

mignonnes de Bruffelles.

Je nlay point de nouvelles a vous man^
der i

^
le Refident de Lunehourg m'ayant

ajfure qWil vous avoit appris la conclu-

fion du traiie que nous avons fait icy

:

J'attens de jour en jour les ratifications.
On veut a toute force me faire pafifer icy

pour habile homme, a caufe me j'ay
acheve fjf figne en cinq jours un Traite

ft important pour toute la Chrkierai

:

Mais je vous diray le fecret ; qumd on
arrache les chofes de leur centre^ il faui
du tans 5f de la peine^ &* meme de I'ad-

dreffe paur les fair mouvoir j mais lors

qu'il M^efi quefiion que de ks y remaner^
la nature' y ayde fi puififament, qu'il ne
fai'.t quafi que leur donner le branle :

Or, je croy qu'une etreite Jlliance eft le

centre de nos deux Nations. II y a en-
core un accident qui a fort contrihue a
cette affaire ; c^efi la parfaitte confianee
qui nous a reciproquement uni., Monfiieur
le Penfionnaire ^ moy ; il fe hue de
moy y de ma maniere d'agir, qui commj
vous favez^ eft toujours franche 6? ou~
vertey ^ moy^ je me hue infiniment de
luy ; j'en ay toutcs les raifions du rnonde^

13 je dois a toute fa conduite les eloges

qu^il donne a la mienne : Je le regarde

comme un des plus grand Genies que j'ay

connuSf avec cela^ tres homme de bien^
d'un commerce egalement ais^ fioit dans
les negotiations., fait dans la converfa-
tion. Enfin la confianee eft prefentemeM
retahlie entre les deux Nations : ^ je
la croy meme plus cntiere que s'il n'y a-
voit jamais eu de guerre. Pour les af-
faires generales., je ne vous faurois dire

autre chofe., fi non, que noire dejfein u-
nanime eft de donner la paix (^ la tran-
quillitS a toute la Chretiente ; deforte que

fit la France le veut., elk Vaura ce prin-
tems % fi elle ne le veut pas (ainfi que le

dit Monfieur le Compte d'Eftrades, qui

ajouie, que du moins ce ne fera pas

d'une
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Advice of our dcfenfivc League, and d'ufie paix de mtre fafon) die aura tout

of our Treaty or Projeft of the Peace, fon foul de guerre. Touchant la Con-

wention h Aix jufqu' a ce que nous ayons

refponfe de France (^ de BriiJ/elles, je ne

vous en faureis rien dire. Nous leur

avons deja donnc avis de notre Ligue de-

fenfive^ ^ de notre traite ou projet de
'

faix.

This at leaft may fervc for a new Dit moins cecy fervira a fdurhir me

Health at your German Feafts when nouvelle fantS dans vos fcjlins Memans,

the old ones are gone round, and will lors que les anciennes auront fait leur

at the fame time help to put you in ronde accoutum^ei ^ cela vous faira en

mind of, meme terns fouvenir de^

S I R^ Monfieur,

Tours, &c. Votre, 6?<r.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lordf Hague., Feb. 12. N.S. i6(58.

THE Arrival of the Ratifications here was received with the fame Difpo-

fitions of general Satisfaftion and Joy, that the Treaty was concluded

:

Thofe of the States will I doubt be fomething later ready, tho' occafion'd on-

ly by a Delay in the Aflcmbly of the States of Friezeland and Zealand > but

new Difpatches were yefterday fent away for haftening both j and Monfieur

de Witt afliires me, the zoth of this Month will be the lateft 1 fhall expect

them, and he hopes all may be ready fomething fooner. I fhall prcfs it all I

can poflibly, and immediately after the Exchange made, Ihall demand my Au-
dience of Conge.^ and away to Brujfels to purfue his Majefty's Inftruftions there.

I cannot tell with what Succefs, becaufe I know not with what Mien the

Marquis has entertain'd our Projeft of the Peace, not yet having heard one
Word from him in anfwer to all I have writ upon this Subjeft. I wifh feme
of his Vilions may not give it another Face than what it ought, I am fure, to

receive from the true prefent State of the Spanifi Affairs j for in that cafe I

know his way of arguing fo well, as to expe6t he fhould fay there is no reafon

for them to give Money to lofe their Towns j but that in cafe his Majelly will

enter into their Defence, he fhall want no Money the Indies can give himj
therefore he muft be plied on that fide by the Count of Molina and Baron de

I'lfola., as well as by me here > and not only difpofed to accept the alternative,

but to rececive it as the greateft Effe£t at prefent of his Majefty's Good-will to

the Prefervation of Flanders., and ftep towards a future dcfenfive League be-

tween us and them, and Holland., for the general Safety of the SpaniJ]} Crown.
Tho' I fhall not fail of my part inpreffing all thefe Points on this fide, yet

the Imprcflions will be eafier given the two Minifters there than the Marquis

here, as Pcrfons fomething more fubftantial in their Conceptions upon this

Point J and will have more weight upon his Excellency., coming from their

own Miniflers, than from me: For the Point of Money to be furnifli'd by the

States upon the Towns of Gelderland., the whole matter was difmifTed by Mon-
fieur de Witt till the Marquises Acceptance of our Projeft was declar'd; upon
which the Baron de Bargeyck will return to purfue it, and in cafe of a War, by
Obftinacy of the French Refufal, I doubt not but the matter will be eafy, the

Marquis offering Ruremond and Fenlo, tho' Monlicur de Jl'itt infifts as yet up-
on the Fort of Qelre^ and two others by Sluys., which the Marquis fays he has

no Power to treat upon.
For their Opinion of the French Expedition into the Franche Compte they

leem little ftartled at it, believing it may the more incline the Spaniards to re-

ceive our Offices for the Peace according to the Treaty ; and that poflibly

feme Exchange may be found convenient for the Spaniards between Parts of

the
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the Franche Comte and thofe Towns of Flanders which are now in' the French
Pofleflion, and lie in the very Bowels of the reft of that Dominion j which
are Courtray^ fournay^ Oiidenard^ and jieth j for the reft, they rcfolve to make
good the Peace to the Spaniards, without the lofs of any thing more, than was
adually in the French Hands at the time of our Treaty being figned, whatever
new Progrefles they may make before the Conclufion; and in cafe France (hzW
refufe, or feek Evafions, I do not believe they will be the leaft backward from
entring into the War.

I fhould formerly have marked thatj, all which is digefted in our Treaty ;

and that is to pafs in our Negotiation with France upon this Occafion, the
States avoid calling our Parts a Mediation > becaufe they fay that feems to im-
port a Neutrality, whereas upon failing of our Offices towards a Peace, we arc

to take our parts in a War.
For the Method and Manner of our joining together in purfuit of the War,

if it grow to engage us by the French Refufal, Monfieur de IVitt tells me
frankly his Opinion is, for us to enforce the Towns of Flanders by fuch of
our Troops as will be neceflary to defend them, or at leaft to draw on long and
expenfive Sieges, and in the mean time with our feveral Fleets, to make the
fharpeft Impreflions we can upon fome of their Coafts, and feize fome of their

Towns, and force them that way to neceflary Divifions and Diverflons of
their Forces, as well as give Countenance to whatever Difcontents may arife

among them at home, upon fuch an Occaflon. Upon my arguing that an
Impreflion would be the ftiarper and the fafer, perhaps if it were made by our
Fleets in one place, but with joint Forces j he (aid, he did not fee how our Fleets

could pofTibly join, for the Point of the Pavilion', and fell into a good deal of
Difcourfe upon that inatter, as the only now left, that could ever occafion any
Difpute amongft us j being at length bottomed upon our mutual Intereft, and
the wrangling about little Points of Commerce being taken away. All I

could draw from him upon the Point of the Pavilion was, that they would
give all to the King's Ships at Sea, which theirs or any other Ambafladors gave
to his own Perfon in his Kingdom, where his Dominion was as abfolute as he
could pretend it to be, in the narrow Seas j which is, to uncover firft, and co-

ver laft > fo that all their Ships fliould vail to ours when they met, in cafe ours

would in Return take down the Pavilion as a Civility to theirs afterwards, and
theirs fliould remain vailed, till we had fet up our Pavilion again. I told him
I could fay nothing to that matter, which I knew was very delicate j but that

if ever we agreed in that Point, I thought it muft not be by Articles or Trea-
ties, but by concert between the Minifters of each fidej as, for the States,

firft to give abfolute Orders to all their Captains to vail to the King's Ships,
whenever they met them in the narrow Seas ; and at the fame time to fignify

fo much to his Majefty in a Letter of Compliment, and as a Refolution taken
upon confideration of lo near and happy an Alliance, as was now cnter'd into be-
tween the Nations : Upon which his Majefty might confider, what Returns of
Civility he would be content his Captains (hould make to an Ally fo near, as

this State was now likely ever to be to the Crown of England.
Monfieur de Witt was willing to fall into any Expedient, and faid, that

whenever I came into England he would hope I might bring this laft Matter
to pafs, as happily as I had done all the reft. That his Majefty (hould find he
would be wanting in nothing that the Point of Civility or Deference might
require in this Matter, provided it were without acknowledging our Preten-

fions to the Dominion of the Sea, which they muft die rather than do j but
in what (hould pafs, they would leave us to our Interpretations, and keep
themfelves to theirs.

For the provifional Articles according to my Word, which made way for the
Treaty's Conclufion, I told Monfieur de Witt his Majefty had in his Anfwer
given me leave to do it, with an Article for the meeting of Commiflioncrs at

both Parties Defire, to complete what (hould be defeftive, and change what
fhould be found inconvenient, and cut off any thing that (hould be fuperflu-

ous, fo as it might appear to be an original Treaty between us, which would
be more for our Honour than to copy after the French : That tho' his Majefty
Vol. II, I 'had
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had given me this leave, in Compliance to the States, yet he had rather the

thing fhould now be left to Commiflioners for thefeEnds, than concluded with

reference to them hereafter. I made his Majefty's Coneeflion in this point

eafy for thefe two Ends> that cither they finding his Majefty indifferent in it,

might grow fo too j Men being commonly apt to pull the harder, the faftey

another holds ; or elfe (if they refolvcd to infill upon it, fince I was already

engaged) to value a thing which cofts his Majefty nothing, for as much Ob-
ligation as I could to the States, which might make way for ferae material re-

turn upon another Dccafion.

Monfieur ^c IVitt fcemed vety much pleafed at his Majefty's Compliance

with them in this Point j and faid, if I knew his Majefty's Pleafure in any Par-

ticulars which he defired Ihould be added, or any others changed for common
Convenience, he defired me to tell him, and doubted not but we fliould end

it in twenty four Hours j but he was unwilling it fhould flill into other Hands,

or remain undone, for the Reafons I mentioned in one of my laft. After much
Difcourfe, and no way left to avoid the thing, we agreed it ihould be done,

but with an ample Article for the meeting of Commiflioners for thofe forefaid

Ends > and after the Perpetuity, I will endeavour to get in thefe W ords > ^ut
quoup]ue faltcm ex utriufque partis Confcnfu indicentur Conimijfarii ; or fome
Words to that Purpofe. And likewifc in the Preamble of this feparate Inftru-

ment, fome Expreffions of this kind} Ut omnibus imotefcat quam fincera fanUd'

que Fide nuper contradla Amicitia non modb in pnefens fed in pofieros colenda ca*

vere -valuerunt : And, Ad divelknda penitus quacunque non modb dijfenfionum
y

fed £5? Litium (^ Altercationum Semina : And, Ad pracidendam Jpem etnnepi, is
Expe5tationem quorumcunque pradi£lam Amicitiam novis Altercationihus labefaUa*

turn iri intereffe pofit. Which are things that come now only into my Head,
but {hall be digefted againft we meet to morrow upon this Occafion. And
this is all that is poflible for me to do in this Matter} and wMch at leaft is like-

ly to haften the Exchange of the Ratifications, and to leave oiu- Alliance the

cleareft, firmeft, and moft confident that can be. I confcfs I am troubled that

it cannot be otherwife, becaufe your Lordfhip fays, his Majefty would rather

have had it fo j and if you had not fent me after the Treaty's Arrival, an Ex-
planation of what was written to me, in an untclligible Cypher, it had been

fo, and my Words had been fafej but I think it had been worfe, in leaving a
Diflatisfaftion between us, which is now avoided: and I find my Lord Keeper
in a Letter to mc, feems to put no weight upon it, if done in the manner
mentioned > and I know you both put a great deal upon any Perfon's (employ-

ed by his Majefty) being and paffing for an honeft Man.
No Poll: going from hence till the end of the Week, I have refolved to

difpatch this by the Yatcht that brought over my Brother, whofe Orders it

feems are to return impiediately : But I know not how to find the fafe Con-
veyance for the Dutch Ratifications, unlcfs another Yatcht be fent for them a-

bout a Week or ten Days hence > and to that end I fhall leave them with Mr.
Carter at my Lord Craven's Houfc here, and who docs all his Lordlhip's Bufi-

nefs, who fhall deliver them to any Perfon that brings a Letter from your Lord-
fhip to that Purpofe. This I think will be much better than to venture them
with me in my Journey to Bruffels, or upon a Paflage from thence.

I am ever with,

My Lmdy
Totir, &c.

P- S. I had forgot the mention of this inclofed Memorial, given in yefter-

day to the States, and by their Order fent mc with a Compliment, Tbey would
reeeivc nothing without conimunicating it to me: They refolve upon the Mar-
quis's Anfwer for the treating at Aix, to fend likewife thither, but refer the
Qualities or Number of Perions to the A'farquis's Intentions of going himfelf,

or fending fome Delegate ; and that I fuppofe will depend upon Don Juan^s
coming over. In the mean time the States arc abfolutely of Opinion
with mc, that no Treaty can begin with good Intentions on the Fjench

fide, unlefs they confent to a Sufpenfion of Arms while it lafts j and
therefore,
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therefore, that the Force of our joint Inftanccs at Paris^ is to be put upon

that Point.

To Sir Orlando Bridgman, Lord Keeper.

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 12. A''. S. i(56S.

I
Received by my Brother the Honour of your LordlTiip's, and therein the

Tcftimony of your Favour to me in a manner fo obliging, and indeed al-

together extraordinary, that I know as little how to acknowledge, as to de-

ferve it j and therefore I fhall not enlarge my felf upon a Subjcft, where I am
fure not to fucceed as I defirej but leave it to Time, and the Conftancy of my
Services, to exprefs how very fenfible I am of what I owe, and how great a

Value I place upon that part your Lordlhip is pleafed to allow me in your
good Opinion and Memory, of which I beg the Continuance, efteeming them
among the very bell of my PofTeffions.

I have written to my Lord Arlington at large, upon the Confidence of this

fafe Conveyance by the Return of the Yatchtj which will give your Lord-
fhip your ihare of Trouble, but withal, a full Profpeft of the Difpofitions

here, and confequently the prefent as well as future Eftate of our Alliance, if

it be purfued with the fame Dire£tnefs it has been contra6ted j and the happy
Continuance whereof, I am perfeftly of your Lordlhip's mind, is the true In-

tereft of both Nations, and will be the furcll Support of his Majefty's Ho-
nour, and the Kingdom's Safety, as well as Satisfaftion. The Expreffion your
Lordlhip pleafes to make, of endeavouring in your Station the inviolable Ob-
fervation of it, I fliall value before I part to Monfieur de Witt, and the other

Commiffioners, as it defervcs, which will be eafy to doj for I dare fay vefy
truly, that the general Opinion conceived here, of your Lordfliip's and my
Lord Arlington's Honour and Sincerity, and unbiafs'd Purfuit of the true Intc-

reft of the Kingdom, has very much contributed to the Succefs of my late

Negotiation, and been indeed the Spring of any Honour, that your Lordfhip
or any others may attribute to me in the Condu£t it.

It will not become me to take no Notice of thofe repeated Offers your
Lordlhip pleafes to make, in a Fafliion fo extremely obliging, to favour me in

any of my own Concernments ; and therefore I fhall humbly recommend to

you the countenancing my Wife in her purfuing the Payment of my ordinary
Allowances while I am abroad j fince the Narrownefs of my own Fortunes
(while it pleafes God to continue my Father's Life to us) will not fuffer me to

ferve his Majefty without troubling him, as I am forced to do, whenever five

or fix Months of my Ordinaries are grown in Arrear. Therefore upon your
Lordlhip's Encouragement, I will tell my Wife, flie may beg your Counte-
nance to her when ihe begins her next Purfuit of that kind j and that you
may the more confidently own your favouring me in this Point, I will affure

your Lordlhip, his Majelly fhall never be troubled with any Purfuits of mine,
farther than what he has pleafed to make my Due, by my ordinary Eftablifh-

ment, tho' lower than that of a much cheaper Countrey, as I am informed j

but that is very indifferent to mej for I am perfectly content to live jufl in the

Pofture his Majefly thinks fit I fhould, while I ferve him j and very willing to
fpend his Allowance and my own Revenue, but no morej which is the plain

Truth of my Story. And I doubt, now the Funds at Antwerp fail, out of
which I have been hitherto paid by my Lord Arlington's Favour to me, fome-
thing againft the Commiffioners Inclination, 1 may find longer Attendances up-
on the Exchequer, for that is grown or growing due, than my Occafions will

fuffer, which makes me ufe this Liberty to your Lordlhip > tho' I fhould not
have done it had you not now twice, and of your felf encouraged mc.

For the obliging Meffage my Brother brought me likewife from your Lord- * ^' ^"^
fhip's Favour to me, befides my Acknowledgments, I fhall only fay, that* what a^^/v%
your Lordlhip pleafed to mention, would be as agreeable to ray Inclinations ^s^Seen^ary
Vol. IL I a iny»f State.
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any thing I know j but I fhall never prefume to ask any thing of that kind

from his Majclly, no more than of any other, referring my Station and every

thing clfc, wholly to his Plcafure and Choice, whillt I have the Honour of

ferving him : Belidcs, I find every body here and in Flanders defigns another

Poit for me, at Icalt for a Month or two this Spring, if the Treaty happens to

be at jiix; believing, that having had fo much part in what h;is been done al-

ready, I am likely to have fome part in that too: And I confefs, becaufc Peo-

ple arc fiUen into this Thought, I may take the contrary for a Mark of his

iVIajefty's not being fatisfied with me in what is paftj and becaufe I am by

Advance inftrufted in the Bufinefs, and acquainted with Perfons, I fhould be

very well pleafed with it, if his Majefly finds none to ferve him better, efpe-

cially if by the Marquis's going thither himfclf, his Majefty fhould find it fit

to fend a Perfon of great Quality to maintain the Port of the Employment,
and give me my part under his Shade.

I am afhamed to have faid all this of my felf and my Concernments j and

befeech your Lordfliip to remember, that you have drawn it all from mej and

after that, to forget it all if you pleafe. For, to fay the Truth, I am very

well as I am, being of fo dull a Complexion, that I do not remember any Sta-

tion or Condition of Life I have been in thcfe dozen Years, which I have not

been pleafed with, and a little unwilling to leave. However, what Thoughts

of this kind your Lordfhip fhall have of me, I defire you will pleafe to com-
municate them to my Lord Jrlington., to whofe Favour I have been long ob-

liged : And whatever your two Lordfhips fhall think fit in my Difpofal, will

be ever perfe6tly welcome to.

My Lord,

Tour, Sec.

To my Lord Keeper.

My Lord^ Hague, Feb. 15. N.S. i<S68.

SINCE the writing of your Lordfhip's Letter, and the fealing up of my
Lord Jrlington's Pacquet, I have been fo far prefs'd by Monfieur de fVitt,

to fend him the Article for meeting Commiflioners, I defired might be added

to the provifional Articles in a new Inflrument, that I have been fain to digelt

it as well as I could, according to my Lord Arlingtori's Inflruftions, and your

Lordfhip's fince given me in your Letter. I thought fit likewife to draw up a

Preamble to it, whereby it might appear, that the Intention of this Agree-

ment was only an EfFeft of our mutual Kindnefs, and for Prevention of any

Difputes that might pofTibly arife to interrupt it, and for cutting off all our E-

nemies Hopes ever to fee us any more, make way for their Ends by our future

DifTenfion. I will fend your Lordfhip a Copy on the other fide of this Sheet,

of both Preamble and Article, which I have been forced to draw up as haflily

as I could i and hope, if Monfieur de fVitt thinks fit to pafs it in this Form, it

will be in all Points of more Honour and Advantage to us, even than to have

had it all omitted. I defire your Lordfhip to communicate all this to my Lord

jirlington, and to excufe this Trouble, by reafon of his Lordfhip's Pacquet be-

ing already fealed up.
/ am ever, &c.

ProccmiumTradatus inter Anglos 8c Hollandos, Feb. 15. iG 6t,

QUandoquidem annuente Divind Gratid, (^ eon/pirante mutuarum rerum Jalule,

aqul ac Cbriftiani Orl/is jam temporis neceffitate-j Figefimo tertio Die Ja-
nuarii proximh elapfi, inter Sereniffimum 6? • j concliifum fj?

. ftgnoitum fit Fosdus ferpetuim defenftvimf fortijfmii vtrinque tarn mari quam terrd;

puefiandis
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praftandis auxiliis communitmn. Eodemque die alioquc Inflrumento, de rcntm -vi-

cinarum tranquillitate, paceque Orhi Chriftiano reftituenda inter PradiSium •

i3 • pronis animis confultum 6? conventum fiient^ adedque nihil aliud proti-
71US fuperejfe videatur, quod tarn muttia iwluntate conflatam amicitiam 13 neceffitu-

dinem ullo demlini tempore interpellare poterit^ prater controverfias de mcrcimonio'
rum fpeciebus hie inde redigendis forfitan orituras, 6? ex incertd vel ambiguA ejuf'
modi rerum utrinque adjudicatione forfitan etiam promovendis. ©«o autem omni-
bus innotefcat quam ftncerA fanSiaque fide Pnedi&us— y- ntiper con^

flata: amicitits non modh in pnefens fed (^ ad pofteros colendis ca'vere •voluerint^ jani'
demum ad divellenda quacunque non modb diffenfionum fed vel altercationum femi-
na^ pracidendamque penitus eorum fpem aut expeSlationem quorumcunque demitm
fr<sdiilam amicitiam novis litibus concuffatn aut labefa5tatam iri interejfe poterit

:

In fubfequentes Articulos utrinque conventum efi^ qui pro normd &* regula ejufmodi
rerum maritimarum £if mercatura hie inde redigenda mutub 6f perpetub obferva~
buntur, aut quoufque faltem ex utriufque partis jlrbitrio 13 Confenfu Commiffarii
indicentur, 6? conveniant ad uberiorem iis de rebus omnibus Navigationifque Legibus
traSIatum, ts? communi utrinque commodo t3 ulteriore experientid dirigendum.

Sequuntur Articuli.

Conclufio.

CUM autem rerum omnium t? Conventionum commoda aut incommoda non nifi

traSlu temporis mutuisque experientiiC documentis penittis indagari poterunt-^

Con-ventum itaque efl ut quocunque demiim Tempore utrique Parti id vifum fuerit^

ex communi Confenfu indici &f con-venire poterunt utrinque delegati Commiffarii^
quorum curis erit, (3 operis quodcunque in fupra memoratis Articulis defeciffe repe-

rietur^ fupplere^ quodcunque autem incongruum 13 utrinque incommodum^ mutare
aut circumfcribere^ (3 uberiorem demiim hifce de rebus omnibus "Tra^latum abfblvere

prorfus (3 prelimare.

To the States at firfi Audience.

High and Mighty Lords,

WHEREAS his Majcfty of Great Britain the King my Mafter, hath al»

ready found the good Effects of the late Peace, concluded at Breda
with your High and Mighty Lordjhips, by the general Satisfa£Hon of his Maje-
fty's Subjefts as well as his own j and doubts not but your Lordihips have
likewife found the fame EfFcfts among your People in general,as well as among
your felves ; His Majefty efteems nothing more likely to increafe the mutual
Satisfa6tion, nor to aflure the Safety of both Nations, than an Increafe of the

Confidence and FriendlTiip already contrafted between his Majefly and your
Lordfhips, by a flrifter and firmer Alliance at this time.
And whereas his Majefly, contented with thofe great artd powerful Kir^-

doms and Dominions, which Almighty God has given him by an undifputed

Succeflion, covets nothing from his Neighbours, nor has other Thoughts or

Wifhes, befides thofe of the common Peace and Rcpofe o( Chrifiendomi his

Majefly finds himfelf in this Conjunfture fenlibly touched by the Calamities

fo many others are like to feel, from the Continuance of the War lately bro-

ken out between the Neighbour Crowns, and which in courfe of time cannot

but involve mofl of the Princes and States of Chrifiendom, unlefs the Flame be
quenched before it rife too high. And his Majefly believes, that nothing can

lo much contribute towards a fafe and fudden Compofure of that Quarrel, nor
confcquently reflore the Peace of Chriftendom, as a joint Mediation of his Ma-
jefly with your High and Mighty Lordfhips (together with each others Allies)

between the two Crowns now in War.
Upon



66 Letters of Sir William Temple,

Upon thefc two Confiderations his Majefty hath thought fit, to fend me to

your Lord{hips with iuU Powers, to treat and conclude, upon what fhall be

ibund nccelTury, between his Majefty and your Lordlhips, in the Adjuftment

of all Matters tending to thcfe great Ends. And fince nothing can bring thefe

Negotiations to be of Effc£t, fo much as the Suddennefs of their Conclufion,

I defire your Lordfhips to appoint fuch Commiflioners as you fhall think fit,

with whom I may fall upon the Treaty of thefe Matters, and to whom I am
ready to expofe the full Powers which his Majefty the King my Mafter has

given me upon this Occafion-

/it nrj Audience of Leave to

the States General.

High and Mighty Lords.

HI S Majefty of Great Britain the

King my Mafter, having feen

fo happily finifhed, and in fo few

Days, three feveral Treaties with 2'uur

High and Mighty Lordfiips i by which

the common Security of both Na-
tions is eftablifhed, the Seeds of all

new Differences entirely rooted out,

and the Way laid open to the Peace

of Chriftendom^ in cafe our Neigh-

bours proceed with the fame good
Faith, wherewith we have begun

:

His Majefty thinks he has no farther

Occafion for my Services here, bc-

caufe Minifters are only proper for

feftening and cementing a Confidence

and Friendfliip; whereas ours is fo

firmly eftablifhed, as not to require

any, even the moft ordinary Sup-

ports.

For this Reafon, his Majefty has

order'd my Return to Brujfelsy there

to purfue in concert with your Lord-

ihips, in favour of our Neighbours,

what we have here concluded for our

felves. But his Majefty has com-
manded me upon my Departure to

afTure your Lordfhips from him, that

as all things are belt preferved by the

fame Means they are begun, fo his

Majefty will not fail for ever to ob-

ferve what he has now concluded,

with the fame Faith, the fame Since-

rity, and the fame open Heart, where-
with he gave Command they fhould

be negotiated : And his Majeily doubts

not at all, that your Lordfhips are

entirely refolved to proceed after the

fame manner, which is the higheft

Mark of a pcrfeQ: Confidence to be
given at prefent.

For my own particular, I cannot

part from hence without expreffing

my

A mon Audience de conge

aux Eftats Generaux.

Hauts 6c PuifTant Seigneurs.

SA Majejie le Roy de la Grande Bre-
tagne mon Maitre^ ayant vu con-

clurre fi beureufement^ ^ en ft peu de

jours, trois divers traitez az'ec V. H.
i3 P- S. par lefquels la feurcte commune
des deux Nations vient d^tre retablie j

les femences de toutes les nouveUes dif"

cordes entierement deracinees^ ^ le che-

min a la paix £5? au repos owvert pour

la Chretiente^ en cas que nos voifins

s^y portent avec la mime foy fjf la meme,

franchife qui nous I'a deja fait achemi-

ner-f fa Majejie croit n'avoir phis be^

foin de moy en ce lieu, puifque les Mi"
nijlres ne fervent £j? ne font propres

qu^a cimenter 13 entretenir la confiance $

mais la nbtre fe voit ecablir fur de ft

folides fondemens qu'elle n'aura plus bc-

foin des appuis ni des aides ordinaires.

C'efi pourquoy fa Majejie ordonne

mon retour a, Bruffelles, pour y pourfui-

vre de concert avec V- S. en faveur de

nos voijins, ce que nous venons de con-

clurre icy pour nous memes : Mais elle

m^a commande fur mon depart d'a£iirer

V. S. de fa part^ que comme une chofe

n'ejl jamais mieux confervee que par les

principes qui Vont fait naitre^ auffi fa
Majejie ne manquera pas d'obferver

conjlamment tout ce qui vient d'etre

conclu, (3 cela avec autant du bonne foy,

avec la memt fincerite, Of la meme droi'

ture de coeur, qu'on luy a vu temoigner

lors qu'elle I'a fait negotier : Et fa Ma-
jejie ne dottte point que V. S. ne foient

entierement refolus a tenir la meme con-

duite a fon egard ; (^ c'efi la le dernier

fceau qui doit etre appose' de part fjf

d'autre i nos traitez pour preuve d'une

parfaite confiance.

Pour ce qui me regarde en particu-_

liery je ne faureis fortir d'icy funs me
"

^loiiif
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my Satisfaftion, at the fincere and ju-

dicious Proceeding of Tour High and
Mighty Lordfhips in the whole courfe
of thefe Negotiations j aiid particu-

larly at the great Prudence you have
fhewn in the Choice of thofe Com-
miilioners you gave me ; their Can-
dour and Sincerity, their great Capa-
city and Application, did contribute

very much to the quick and happy
Conclufion of our Treaties. For my
9wn particylar, as I fhall ever bear m
mind with Joy and Pleafure, this fhort

fpace of Time I have pafs'd with your
Lordships, in whatever Part of the

World 1 may bej fo I fliall always

contribute by my good Wiflies, and

whatever Services 1 may be capable

of, to the Support of this good Intel-

ligence, fo happily reftored between
both Nations. In the mean ti'mcj

God Almighty take Tour High and
Mighty Lordjhips into his Holy Pro-

teftion.

louer hautement de la judicieufe, (J fin^

cere conduite de Fos H. (^ PS. davs
tout le cours de cette Negotiation^ ^
particulierement de Vextreme prudence
que vous avez fait paroitre dans le choix

de Meffieurs les Commijfaires que "vous

m'avez donnez. Leur candeur, Ivur ca-
pacite confommie^ leur ardeur^ ts? leur

application pour Vaffaire proposec^ jt'ont

pas peu contribuc au bonheuer (^ a la

rapaditi de la conclufion de nos 'Traitez.

Pour moy^ comme je pie fouvieiidraw
toute ma vie avec joye., (^ meme avec

tendreffe du court efpa'ce du terns que y.ay
pajse pi-es de F. S. aujfi dans quelque
lieu du mondc que je fois appellc a pajjer

ma "viCf je ne negligeray jamais de eon-
tribuer par mes voeux, par toutes fortes
de foins, fjf ^e fervices dont je me c/of-

ray capable, au maintien de cette mutu-
elle intelligence que je vols fi heureufemiit
retablie entre les deux ISfatiojis'. 'Cepetit

dant je prieray Dieu ardemment 4e pre>i~
dre VDS H. ^ P. $. fous fa fav^te prg'
teilion.

A Letter from the States to

the King of Great Britain.

SIR.,
F?b. i8. N.S.

1 66%.

IT is merely ift Compliance to Cu-
ftom, that we do our felves the

Honour to write to your Majelty, in

Anfwer to the Letter your were plea-

fed to fend us, relating to Sir William

1'emple: For we can add nothing to

what your Majefty has fecn your felf

of his Conduft, by the Succefs of the

Negotiation committed to his Charge.

As it is a Thing without Example,
that in fo few Days three fuch im-

portant Treaties have been concluded,

lb we can fay, that the Addrefs, the

Vigilance, and the Sincerity of this

Minifter, are alfo without Example.

We are extremely obliged to your

Majefty, that you are pleafed to make
ufe of an Inftrument fo proper for

confirming that ftrift Amity, and

good Intelligence, which the Treaty
at Breda had fo happily begun : And
we are bold to fay, that if your Ma-
jefty continues to make ufe of fuch

Minifters, the Knot will ^row too
'

faft,

Lettre de Recreance de la

part des Etats. Au Roy
de la Grande Bretame,

<>

Le 1 8. de Few.
SIRE, S.N. 1668,

CE »Vy? pour fatisfaire a la cou-

tume que nous nous donnons Vhon-
neur d'ecrire a votre Majejie, en re-

ponfe de la lettre qu'il luy a phi nous

ecrire au fujet de Monfieur le Cheva-
lier Temple j car nous ne pouvons riert

ajouter a ce que votre Majejld meme a
vii de fa conduite, par le fuccez de la

Negotiation qui luy avoit ete confine.

Comme c'efl une chofe fans example que
dam fi peu de jours trois ft importam
'Traitez ont etS ajujiez^ aufji pouvons
nous dire que Vaddreffe., la vigilance, t^
la fincerite de ce Miniflre font aufji fapf
exemple. Nous fommes bien fort obit'

ges a F. M. de ce qu'il luy a plii fe
fervir d'un inflrument fi propre ^ ache-
ver d'etreindrc le noeiid d'amitiS (^ de
bonne intelligence que le traite de Breda
avoit commence a ferrer : Et nous ofon}

dire., qui fi elle continue d'employer des

femblables Miniftres, le lien deviendr^

indiffoluble^ (^ Elle en tirera toujours

urn fatisfci^ion toute partisdiere aufft

bien



6i Letters of Sir William Temple,

faft, ever to be untied > and your

Majcfty will ever find a moft parti-

cular Satisfliftion by it, as well as we,

who after our moft hearty Thanks to

your Majefty for this Favour, fhall

pray God, (^c. and remain

S IRj Sec.

Ifien que nous., qui apres Vavoir remerclS

de tout notre coeur de cette faveur, pri-

erons Dieu, &c.

SIRE, (^c.

/i Letter from Monfieur de Monfieur de Witt d Milord

Witt to tmy Lor^ Arlington. Arl'mgton,

Febr. 14. N. S.

My Lord, i6<58. Monfieur,

AS it was impoflible to fend a Mi-

niftcr of greater Capacity, or

more proper for the Temper and Ge-

nius of this Nation, than Sir William

temple s fo I believe, no other Perfon ei-

ther will, or can, more equitably judge

of the Difpofition wherein he has found

the States to anfwer the good Inten-

tions of the King of Great Britain.

Sir William Temple ought not to be

lefsfatisfied with theReadinefs, where-

with the States have pafs'd over, to

the concluding and figning of thofe

Treaties for which he came hither,

than they (the States) are with his

Condua, and agreeable manner of

dealing in the whole Courfe of his

Negotiation. It appears, My Lord,

that you throughly undcrftand Men,

and beftow your Friendfhip only up-

on fuch as deferve it, fince you caufe

Perfons to be employ 'd who acquit

themfelves fo worthily. I think my
fclf happy to have negotiated with

him, and that by his Means your

Lordfliip hath been pleafcd to give

mc a new Teflimony of your Good-
will. For the Favour you fay his

Majcfty is plcafed to have for me j I

have no otherwife deferved it than by

my Refpeds for his royal Perfon,

whereof I ihall endeavour to give

Proofs upon all Occafions his Majefty

will pleale to afford me. In the mean
while, I (hall wait with Impatience

for fome Opportunity, to fhew how
fenfible I am of all your Lordfliip's

Civilities, which I (hall ever acknow-

ledge, by a true Eftcem for your Me-
rits, and by a ftrong Paflion to let you

fee, that I am with as much Sincerity,

as you can defire,

My Lord, Tour, Scc. Monfieur,

The

Le 14. Fevr.

S. N. 166S.

COmme il n'etoit pas poffihle d'en-

ijoyer icy un Minijlrt plus capable

ni plus propre pour le Naturel ^ le Ge-
nie de cette nation que Monfieur le Che-
valier Temple j aujfi croy-je que Von rCau'

voit pas pk choifir une perfonne qui pu-

ijfe ou veuille plus equitablement juger

de la difpofition en laquelk il a trouvie

les Etats a repondre aux bonnes inten-

tions du Roy de la Grande Bretagne. II

ne doit pas etre moins fatisfait de la

promptitude avec laquelle les Etats ont

pafii outre a la conclufion {jf fignature

des traitez pour lefquels il eft venu icy y
qu'ils font de fa conduite^ (^ de fa belle

maniere d'agir en toute la fuite de

fa negotiaton. Il paroit, Monfieur y
que vous 'vous connoifez en hommes^
fcf que vous ne donnez votre ami-
liS qua ceux qui la meritent., puifque
vous faitez employer des perfonnes qui

s' acquittent fi dignement. Je m'eftime
heiireux d^avoir eu a negotier avec luy^

£9* de ce que par fon moyen il vous A
pill me donner un noveau temoignage d»

voire Blenveillance. Pour ce qui eft de

la bonte que vous dites que fa Majefte a
pour moy-y je ne Pay merite point qus
par le refpcil que fay pour fa perfonne

Royale, dont je taeheray de luy donner

des preuvez h toutes les occafions qu'elle

me fera la grace de m'en faire naitre.

J'attens lien avec autant d'impatience

celles ou je vous puijfe temoigner com-

bicn je fuis fenfible a toutes vos civili-

tez., que je reconnoitray toujours par uft

veritable eftime pour votre merite, ^
par une tres forte paj/ion de vous faire

voir que je fuis avec autant de fincerite

que vous pouvez defirer.

Votre, 6?<r.

Faftum
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The Triple Alliance copy'd Fadum tripliciter

from the Origmal Papers. turn.

conven-

WHereas by the late Treaty con-

cluded at Breda between the

King of Great Britain^ and the States

General of the United Netherlands^

both Nations have been reftoied,

through the Blefling of God, to that

ancient Friendfhip and good Correfpon-

dence which was between them: And
in order to cut off all Occafions offar-

ther Differences, and to prevent all

new Accidents, which might tend to

the Diilurbance of the faid Amity
and good Correfpondence of the Sub-

jects on either part, fome Articles and

Rules of Navigation and Commerce
were there agreed j and particularly

by the eleventh Article of the faid

Treaty, it was ordained, That the

faid Bwing, and the faid States General,

fhall be oblig'd as Friends, Allies and

Confederates, mutually to defend the

Rights and Immunities of each others

Subjefts againft all fuch as fhall endea-

vour to difturb the Peace of either

State by Sea or by Land, or fuch, as

living within the Dominions of ei-

ther, fhall be declared publick Ene-
mies by the one or the other : And
becaufe it is not particularly determi-

ned in what way and manner the faid

Confederates ftand obliged mutually

to fuccour each other j and that it is

the fix'd Refolution of the faid King
of Great Britain, and of the faid

States General, more and more to cor-

roborate and accomplilh the faid A-
greeinent : Therefore in the firft

place, and above all other things, they

confent to confirm the faid Treaty
concluded at Breda, together with
the faid Laws of Navigation and Com-
merce relating to the iame, as by thefe

Prefents they are confirm'd, under a

mutual and undiffoluble Obligation to

obferve and accomplifh them truly

and faithfully, and to command the

Subjects on both fides exaftly and re-

ligioufly to obferve and fulfil them ac-

cording to the genuine Senfe and Te-
nor of the faid Treaty and Articles :

And for the better afcertaining the

mutual Afllftance that the Parties are

to give to each other, which was o-

mitted in the preceding Treaty j for

increafing Amity and Friendfhip be-

VoL. Il, tween

QUandoqiiidem paclis nou ita pri'

dem Breda inter Magnie Britan-

niis Regent, £?* fcederati Belgii

Ordines generates conchtjts, priflina in^

ter ittramque Nationeni Amicitia ac bo-

na Correfpondentia annuente divina

gratia reflituta, adeoque ad praciden-

dam omnem omnino in pojlerum novis

diffldiis anfam, atqtte ad pricvenienda

nova inter utriufque partis fnbditos ac-

cidentia, qu£ diilam amicitiam ac bo-

nam cvrrefpondentiam turbare aliquando

pojftnt, in /irticulos quofdam Lege/que

navigationis ac commerciorum ibidem

confenfum atqtte fpeciatim undecimo ditii

traSlatus Articnlo Jlatutiim fit, uti di-

Bus Dominus Rex, diStique Domini Or-
d/nes Generates maneant Amici, confoe-

derati Necejfitudine ^ Amicitia, con-

junEti y ajiritli, ad "Jura atqtte Immu-
nitates Subditorum alterutrius contra

quofcunqite demttm tuendas, qui utriufve

ftatus Pacem Terra Marive diftttrbare

conabuntur, vel qui infra atterutra Do-
minia degentes publici iitriufque flatus

Hoftes denunciabuntur ; neqite tamen

fpecifice definita reperiantitr media, aux-
itiave, qttibus Foederatorum pars una
alteri, tali in cafu, fuccurrere debeat

:

DiSfo atitem magna Britannia Regi, di-

Itifque Ordinibus Generalibus flet Sen-

tentia ifltoac PaEla corroborandi magis,

magifque perficiendi, placuit imprimis

atqtte ante omnia, ditlum TraSlatttrn

Breda concluftim, diStafque Leges Na-
vigationis ac Commerciorum eo fpe£lantes

confirmare, quemadmodttm per prafentia

confirmantur, obligatione mutua atqus

indijfotubili, eas bona Fide obfervandi

atque adimplendi, jttbendique ut h fub-

ditis utrinque exa£le atque religiofe ob-

ferventur atque adimpkanttir, juxta ge-

nuintim diSli TraSlatus diclorttmque Ar-
ticuiorum Senfum ac tenorem. Ut au"

tern praterea de fpeciatiore auxiliorum

mutub praftandorum deftgnatione priori-

bus Pa£lis omiJJ'a, pro Amicitia inter

diiltim Dominum Regem diilofque Do'
minos Ordines Generates Incremento ma-
jori conftet, utque fecuritati £jf defenjio-

ni mutua utriufqtie ftatus contra infe-

ftos conatus vet in/uttus hoflites a quo-

quam forte quocunque demum fub pra-
textu inflituendos, arBiori foedere atque

Unione plene profpiciatur ; Nos infra

K fcripti
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tween the faid King and States Gene-

ral^ and ihat full Provifion may be

made by a nearer Alliance and Union,

for the Safety and mutual Defence of

both States, againil the pernicious

Endeavours and hoftile Attempts of

any Enemy under any Pretext what-
ever : We whofe Names arc undcr-

v/ritten, in virtue of the Orders and

full Powers granted to us, and here-

under to be infertcd, do covenant and
agree. That the faid King of Great

Britain^ and the faid States General of

the United Netherlands,^ ihall be mu-
tually obliged, united and confedera-

ted together, as they are by the

Force and Virtue of thefe Prefents

mutually obliged, united and confe-

derated in a perpetual League defen-

five, in the manner, and under the

Conditions following.

That if any Prince, State, or other

Perfon whatever, without Exception,

lliall under any Pretext, invade or at-

tempt to invade the Territories, Coun-
tries, or any Places that lie within the

Dominions of the faid King of Great

Britain,^ or fhall exercife any A£ts of
Hoftility by Sea or by Land, againft

the faid King or his Subjefts, the faid

States General fhall be obliged, as by
Virtue of thefe Prefents they are obli-

ged, to fend forty Ships of War, well

furnifh'd with all things necefTary, to

allift the faid King, to oppofe, fupprefs

and repel, all fuch Infults and A6ts of
Hoilility, and to procure him due Re-
paration for any Damages fuftained :

That is to fay, fourteen of the faid

Ships Ihall carry from fixty to eighty

great Guns, and four hundred Men, a

juft Allowance and Computation be-

ing made, as well with refpeft to thofe

Ships that carry a greater, as thofe

that carry a lefler Number of Men :

Fourteen other Ships fhall carry from
forty to fixty Guns, and one with an-

other, three hundred Men at the leaft.

Allowance to be made as before j and
none of the reft to carry lefs than fix

and thirty Guns, and a hundred and
fifty Men. Bcfides which, they fiiall

afiift him with fix thoufand Foot Sol-

diers, and four hundred Horfe, or fhall

pay a Sum of Money with due regard
to the juft Value of fuch an Afiiftance,

either for the whole or a part, at the
Choice of the faid King. All thefe

Aids

fcripti virtute mandati plen^eque fote-

fiatis nobis conceJJ'ie, atque inferius in-

ferenda^ convenimtis atque ftatuimus di-

^iim Dominum Magn£ Britannia Re-

gem, di^ofqt'.e Dominos foederati Belgii

Ordines Generates^ invicem obJlri^oSy

unites atque confoederatos fore > quemad-

modum lii ac vigore pnefentium invicem

obflriSli, uniti atque confcederati funt

fcedere defenfivo perpetuoj modo atque

conditionibus fequentibus.

I.

^uod fi Principum Statuumve ali-

quis, aut quilibet aliusj qualifcunque ille

tandem fuerit, Nemine excepto^ fub quo-

cunque pratextu invaferit vel invadere

tentaverit Jerritoria^ Regionefque, aut

loca qutelibet fub ditione diSii Magn£
Britannia Regis fita^ aliumve quemcim-

que jlSlum hoftilem "terra Marive con'

tra di£lum Dominum Regem ejufve Sub-

ditos exercuerit-y diiii Domini Ordines

Generales tenebuntur^ quemadmodum vir-

tute prafentium tenentur^ diSto Domino
Regiy ad infultus eos a&ufque hofiiles

arcendos, fupprimendos, atque rcpelkn"

doSj debitamque Damni dati Reparatio-

nem obtinendam, auxilio adejfe quadra-

ginta Navibus bellicis probe infiruStis j

quarum quatuordecim a fexaginta ad
ocfoginta Tormenta bellica majora^ Ho-
minefque quadringentos ferant Jingula,

faiia jufla compenfatione aut retributione

inter eas qua numerofiore^ 13 eas qua
minus numerojo milite Nautaque infiru-

£la erunt : ^atuordecim alia a qua-

draginta ad fexaginta 7'ormentis, Homi-
nibufque ad minimum trecentis; fa£la

compenfatione ut fupra^ injiruila fint

qualibet : Et nulla reliquarum minus

ferat quam triginta fex tormenta^ IIo-

minefque centum (^ quinquaginta ; at-

que infuper fex milk Peditibus, 6? E-
quitibus quadringcntis ; vel valore juflo

bujufmodi jjuxilii in pecunia numerando^

prout di£lo Domino Regi eligere placue-

rit, vel parte tali pradi6li y^uxilii^ aut

diSli Valoris in Pecunia^ qua a diSlo

Domino Rege expetetur. Praflabuntur

autem
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Aids fli'cUl be furnifli'd within fix

Weeks after they fhall be demanded

}

and the faid King fhall reimburfe the

whole Charge to the faid States within

three Years after the Conclufion of the

War.

II.

That if any Prince, State, or other

Perfon whatever, without Exception,

Ihall under any Pretext, invade or at-

tempt to invade the United Provinces^

or any Places fituated within the Ju-
rifdi&ion of the faid States General, or

garifon'd by their Soldiers j or ihall

exercife any Act of Hoftility by Land
or by Sea, againft the faid States Gene-

ral or their Subjefts} the faid King

fliall be obliged, as by Virtue of thefe

Prefents he is obliged, to fend forty

Ships of War well furnifhed with all

things neceffary, to affifh the faid States

General, to oppofe, fupprefs and re-

pel all fuch Infults and Afts of Ho-
ilility, and to procure due Reparation

for any Damages fuftained by them :

That is to fay, fourteen of the faid

Ships fhall carry from fixty to eighty

great Guns, and four hundred Menj
a juil Allowance and Computation be-

ing made, as well with regard to thofe

Ships that carry a greater, as thofe

that carry a leffer Number of Men :

Fourteen other Ships fhall carry from
forty to fixty Guns, and one with an-

other three hundred Men at the leaft j

AUov/ance to be made as before; and

none of the refl to carry lefs than fix

and thirty Guns, and a hundred and

fifty Men. Befides which, he fhall

affiil them with fix thoufand Foot Sol-

diers, and four hundred Horfe; or

fhall pay a Sum of Money, with due
regard to the jufl Value of fuch an
AfTiftance, either for the whole or a

part, at the Choice of the faid States.

All thefe Aids fhall be furnifhed with-

in fix Weeks after they fhall be de-

manded : And the faid States fhall re-

imburfe the whole Charge to the faid

King, within three Years after the

Conclufion of the War.

antem diSla AnxUia intra [ex fepfimana-

rum fpatimn pojlqaam pofiulata fitcrint j

diBiJque Dominis Ordinibits a diSlo Do-
mino Rege refundentur impenfie ornnes

intra triennimn, a fniiio atque extinSlo

Bcllo numerarJum.

II.

^cod fi Prineipum, Statuttmve ali-

quis, aitt qiiilibet alius, qiialifcunque

ilk tandem fuerit^ nemine excepto, fiib

quocunque pr^textu in'vaferit vel inva-

dere tentaverit Provincias Confoederatas,

ant loca qtnelibet fuh Ditione diSlorum

Dominorum Ordinum Generalium /ita^

vel in quibus ipforum miles pr^fidio po-

fttus eft, aliumve quemciinque aRum ho-

ftilem. Terra Marive, contra diEtos

Dominos Ordines Generales, eorumve

fubditos exercuerit ; diSlus Dominus Rex
tcnebitur, quemadmodmn Virtute prte-

fentium tenetur, ditlis Dominis Ordini-

biis Generalibus ad infiiltus cos aEiufque

hoftiles arcendos, fapprimendos, atque

repeUendos, debitamque damni dati Re-
parationem obtinendam, aiixilio adeJJ'e

qi'.adraginta Navibus bellicis probi in-

ftruclis : ^iiarum quatuordecim a fexa-

ginta ad oSloginta Tormenta bellica ma-
jora, Hominefque quadringentos ferant

fmgulie ; faSla jufta Compenfatione aut

Retributione inter eas qu<s numerofiore^

£5? eas quis minus numerofo milite Nau~
taque inftruSla ernnt : Quatuordecim a-

lite a quadraginta ad fexaginta Tormen-

tis, Honinibufque ad minimum trecen-

tis, faSla compenfatione ut fupra, inftru-

El(S fint qualibet : Et nulla reliquarum

minus ferat quam triginta [ex Tormenta,

Hominefque centum 13 quinquaginta

:

Atque infuper, fex milk Peditibus, £5?

Equitibus quadringentis ; "jel i>alore JU'

fto hujufmodi Auxilii in Pecunia nume-

rando, prout diSiis Dominis Ordinibus

eligere placuerit, fel parte tali pnediSli

Auxilii, aut di£li valoris in Pecunia^

qua ab iifdem expetetur. Pneftabuntur

autem di£la Auxilia intra fex feptima-

narum fpatium poflquam poflulata fue-

rint : DiSloque Domino Regi a diStis

Dominis Ordinibus refundentur iiJtpen-

f£ omnes intra triennium, a finito atque

extinclo Bella numerandum.

III.

The faid Ships of War, and the

faid auxiliary Forces ofHorfe and Foot,
together with the Commanders of the

Ships and Forces, and all the fubaltern

Ofhcers of both, that flaall be fent to

Vol, II. the

III.

DiSliS Naves bellicifi dc ditl^e equi-

tum peditumque Copi<£ auxiliares, Na-
mumque 13 Copiarum Prafe^i, deteri-

que Officiales bellici minores, vim atque

injuriam paffo fubmijfi, ejus Voluntatem

K 2 refpicere
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the Aflillance of the Party injured and rcfpicere tencbuntur^ atqtie ohfeqv.l man-
attack'd, (hull be obliged to i'ubmit to datis ejus eorumi-e^ quos funnna cum po-

his Pleallr.c, and be obedient to the teftalc excrcitui [no Terra Marhe pra-

Orders of him or thein, who ihall be ficere 'Voluerif.

appointed to command the Armies in

chief cither by Sea or Land.

IV.
Now that an exacb Computation

may be made of the Charges that are

to be rcimburs'd within the fpace of
three Years after the Conclufion of the

War J and that the Value of fuch Af-

fillancc may be adjufted in ready Mo-
ney, which poflibly the Party attack'd

may choofe, either for the whole or a

part of the faid Ships, Horfe and

Foot j 'tis thought expedient, that

the fourteen Ships carrying from fixty

to eighty Pieces of Cannon, fhould be

valued at the Sum of eighteen thou-

fand fix hundred and fixty fix Pounds
Sterling, or of Engltfi Money j the

other fourteen which carry from forty

to fixty Guns, at fourteen thoufand

Pounds Sterling j and the remaining

twelve, at fix thoufand Pounds of the

fame Money : Six thoufand Foot, at

feven thoufand five hundred Pounds
Sterling ; and four hundred Horfe,

at one thoufand and forty Pounds,
for one Month : The Money to be

paid by the faid King of Great Britain

at London^ and by the faid States Ge-

neral at Amflerdam^ according as the

Courfe of the Exchange ihall be at

the time when Payment is to be made.

But in Confideration of the fix thou-

fand Foot Soldiers, the Sum of fix

thoufand Pounds Sterling ihall be paid

within the firft Month, to defray the

Expence of liiling and providing the

Men.
V.

This League, with all and every

thing theiein contained, ihall be con-

firmed and ratified by tHfc faid King of

Great Britain^ "'Uid the faid States Ge-

neral of the United Proiiinces, by Let-

ters Patents of both Parties, fealed

•with their Great Seal in due and au-

thentick Form, within four Weeks
next enfuing, or fooner, if it may be ;

and the mutual Inllruments of Ratifi-

cation iliall be exchanged on each part

within the faid time.

IV.

Oho (Uttem exacla Computatio infiitui

pojjit impenfarum^ intra trium Annorum

fpatium^ pofiquam hello finis irnpofitus

fucrit^ reflituendarum ; "vel etiarn jufti

carundem Valoris in Pecunia mimerata^

quam 'vim hojlicam paff'o^ loco diElarum

Naviiim , Eqttitum , Peditiimque^ vel

omnium 'vel pro parte eligere forte placu-

erit; vifum fiiit impenfas quatuordecint

Na'vium a fexaginta ad ocloginta Tor-

mentis inftriiclarum , aflimare Pretio

vciodecim millium fexcentorum ^ fexa-

ginta [ex Lihrarum Sterlings, fii-e Mo-
netis Anglicana > earumque quatuorde-

cim qti^e a quadraginta ad fexaginta

Tormenta ferunt, quatuordecira millibus

Lli/ris Sterlings j Reliquarum autem

duodecimo fex millibus ejufdem Aloneta

libris : Sex milk autem Pedttes, feptem

millibus £5* quingentis Libris Sterlings :

^uadrigcntos -verb EquiteSj mille qua-

draginta ejufdem monctce Libris^ pro quo-

libet Menfe computandis : Nummique h.

di6lo quidem Domino Rege Magna Bri-

tannia^ Londini, a Dominis verb Ordi-

fiibus Generalibus Amilelodami folven-

tur^ juxta curfum Cambii eo tempore quo

Solutio pnejlanda erit : Pro primo au-

tem Menfe refpeilii peditum fupradi£lo-

rum^ infuper perfolventiir fex mille Li-

bra Sterlings, pretium nimirum ad eos

confcribendos infiruendofque necefj'ariursi.

V.
Tadus hoc omniaque £5? fingula eo con-

tenta^ a diSlo D. Rege Magna Britan-

nia, di£lifque Dominis Ordinibiis Gene-

ralibus Fcederatarum Provinciarum, per

patentes utriufqtie partis Literas figillo

magna munitas debita ^ authentica for-

ma^ intra quatuor feptimanas proximi

fequentes atit citiiis^ ft fieri poterit , con-

firmabitur 13 ratihabcbitur^ mutuaque
Ratihabitionum inflrumenta intra pra-

diSfum tempus bine indc extradentur.

Here follows a Copy of the Powers Sequitur tenor Mandati a ferenijfime

granted by the moft ferene King of Domint Rege Magn^ Britannia dati.

Great Britain^ Scc.

Charles, Carolus,
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Charles, by the Grace of God, King
of England, Scotland, France and Ire-

land, Defender of the Faith, (^c. To
all, i^c.

A Copy of the Powers granted by
the High and Mighty Lords, the States

General of the United Netherlands.

The States General of the United

Provinces of the Netherlands, To all

thofe, (^c.

In Witnefs and Confirmation of all,

and every part of this Treaty, we,

whofe Names are underwritten, have

fubfcribed and fealed the fame, at the

Hague in Holland, the Z5d ol January,

1668.

Carolus, Dei Gratia, Anglian, Sco-»

tias, Francis:, (5? Hibernia; Rex, Fldei

Defenfor, 6cc. O^nnibus, &c.

Sequitur tenor Mandati, a Celfis l^
Prapotentibiis Dominis Ordinibus Gene-

ralibiis foederati Belgii dati.

Les Etats Generaux des Provinces

Unies des Pais Bas, A tous eeux qui ces

frefentes, 6cc.

In quorum omnium 6? JinguJorum Fi-

dem majufque robur, hifce Tabulis fub-
fcripfimus, illafque figillis noflrls fubfig-
navimus. Haga-Comitum in HoUan-
dia die ijt'o Januarii, Anni 1668.

Signed on the King of England'% Part, Signed on the King of England'^ Part,

W. 'femple. W. Temple.

On the Part of the States, On the Statet Part,

Gellicom.

Afperen.

y. de mtte.
Crommoh.
Unkel.

Jacob Van CoeverdeH,

K. Isbrants.

Gellicom.
Afperen.

Johan de Wittc.
Crommon.
Unkel.
Jacob Van Coeverden.
K. Isbrants.

THE King of Great Britain, and
the States General of the United

Netherlands, having with great Grief

confider'd and maturely weigh'd the

Miferies and Calamities of the late

War between the two Crowns, which
raged in their Neighbourhood j and
having obferved that the Flames of
that Fire have infinuated themfelvcs a-

mong their Neighbours, which by
inevitable Neceflity will involve the

greateft part of the Princes and States

of Chrifiendom in the fame Calamities,

unlefs they may be timely extinguifh-

ed, before they gather greater Force

;

have thought that they could not dif-

charge the Duty of that Truft, and
the refpective Offices, wherein they

are placed by God, if after the Re-
eftablifhment of a mutual Friendfhip

and Alliance between the Nations of

Great Britain and the United Nether-

lands, and the ConcUifion of a Peace

between the four powerful States that

were

REX Magna Britannia, atque Or"
dines Generales Foederati Belgii,

reputantes, atque apud Animum expen-

dentes fummo cutn dolore Miferias Ca-

lamitatefque Belli, quod tiuper inter du-

as Coronas in Finibus exarfit, quodque

necejjitate quadam inelutlabili maximam
partem Principum atque Statuum Chri-

ftiani Orbis iifdem involvet malis, Scr-

pente incendii iftius Flamma ad Vicinos,

nifi tempeftive ^ in Principio extingua'

tur : Exijlimarunt fe nullatenus fun&u-
ros parttbus officii munerifque Jibi a Deo
mandati, ft pojl fceliciter injlauratam

Amicitiam fub aufpiciis divini Numinis,

y rcduSlam vetereni neceffitudinem in'

ter Magnam Britanniam 6? foederatum

Belgium, eodemque tempore flabilitam

Pacem inter quatuor potentes Status,

qui cruenti ijlins Belli Partes fuerunt j

Animum non applicent fcdulo omniqus

Indujlria ad componenda diffidia qua

oborta funt inter pradiSlas duas C)rO'

nas, prafertim ut memorati in finibui

Belli
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were Parties in that bloody War ;

they fhould not apply their Minds
with the ucmoit Diligence and Indu-

Itry, to compolc the Differences that

have arifen between the laid two
Crowns, and more cfpecially to take

care, that the Flames of that War,
which have been kindled in their

Neighbourhood, may be cxtinguifh-

ed. Therefore the moll ferene King
of Great Britain, and the High and
Mighty States of the United Nether-

lands^ having with much Labour and
carnell Intreaty, induced the moit
Chrillian King to profefs folemnly to

the faid States General^ that he would
immediately lay down his Arms, if the

Spaniard would either confent to yield

up to him in due Form and Manner by

a Treaty of Peace, all thofe Places and
Forts, together with the Cbaftelanies-

and their Dependencies, which he
pollcfs'd himfelf of in the Expedition

of the laft Year } or will be perfuaded

to transfer and make over to him all

the Right that remains to them in the

Duchy of Luxemburg^ (or elfe in the

County of Burgundy) together with

Cambray and the Cambrefis^ Dcway^
Aire^ St. Omer, Winoxbergcn^ Fumes
and Lincken^ with their Bailiwicks,

Chaftelanies, and other Dependencies j

and in cafe they accept the Alterna-

tive laft mention'd, the moft Chriilian

King will reftore to the King of Spain,

all luch Places and Territories as the

French have pofTefs'd by their Arms
fince they enter'd Flanders. Provided
the High and Mighty States General^

fhall on their part promife, and ren-

der themfelves Guarantees to the moft
Chriftian King, that they will by their

Reafons and other effeftual Means in-

duce the Spaniards to agree to thefe

Conditions. The faid King of Great
Britain., and the fliid States General

y

jointly conclude and judge, that they
can do no better Service in this Con-
junfture and State of Affiiirs, either

to the two Kings before-named, or
to the reft of the neighbouring Princes
and States, than by their joint Coun-
fels and utmoft Endeavours, to exhort,
and as much as in them lies, oblige
the faid two Crowns to make Peace,
upon the Terms and Conditions before
mention'd. To which end we, whofe
Names are hereunto fubfcribed, hav-
ing received full Power to that Ef-
fect, have by Virtue of thofe Injun-

itions,

Belli flaynma Jhpiatur. Proinde., cum

ferenijfrmus Magna Britannia Rex. 13

Celfi Prcepotentefqtte Ordines fccderati

Belgii, pofi mi'ltum Operis infumptum^

'jariajqiie obtejiationes , obtinuerint a

Chrijlianiffimo Rege., ut profejfus fit di-

ilis Ordinibus Generalibus fe e:: hoc

tanpore Jrma depoftturnm^ dummodo

Hifpani parati fint illi rite atque folen-

fiiter cedere per "TraSlatum Pads omnia,

loca £3* munimenta^ ut £5' Cajlelanias

cum annexis, qua Armis in Expeditiom

pracedentis Anni occupamt aut munivit i

vel ut Hifpani permoveantur in eum
tranfcribere omne jus quod illis reflat in

Ducaiu Luxenburgico (five Comitatu

Burgundiij prater Caraeracum cum
Cameracefio, Duacum, Ariam, Fa-
num St. Audomari, Bergas, St. Vinoci,

Furnas £s? Linckium, cum Bailluatibus,,

CafielaniiSf caterifque qua inde pen-

dent : Regemque Chrijlian. pojleriori ca-

fu.^ rejlituturum Regi Flifpania omnia

loca ditione/que, qua Galli Armis ex quo

Flandriam ingrejji funt occupavere\ ea

Lege ut Celfi 13 Prapotentes D.D. Or-
dines Generales reciprocb caveant. Re
gemque Chrifiian, fiecurum reddant, fie efi-

fefluros apud Hifipanos rationibus aliifi-

que momentis^ ut in eafidem ccnfientiant

Leges i arbitrati funt fie hac tempeftate.f

atque hoc rerum Articulo optimam na-

vaturos operam non modb utrique prafa-

torum Regum., fied £3" aliis Principibiis

^ Statibus vicinis j /; conjunclim com-

municatis Confiiliis collatifique Operis ad-

hortentur., £s? quantum fiuarum Virium

efl permoveant fiapiiis diSlas duas Coro-

nas, ad ineundam Pacem Legibus atque

Conditionibus fiupra memoratis; in quertt

finem faBa nobis., qui has Tabulas fiub-

fitgnavimus, potefilate cum libera^ e\- fira-

ficripto mandatorum nofirorum conveni-

mus de Articulis (3 Capitibus fiequen-

iibus.

I. ^HOd
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ftions, concluded and agreed, the fol-

lowing Articles.

75

That the King of Great Britain^

and the States General of the Utiited

Netherlands^ fhall either jointly or fe-

parately (provided their Intentions be

mutually communicated, and no way
repugnant to this Agreement) ufe

their utmoft Endeavours and Induftry

with the Moll Chriftian King, to

perfuade him to promife and engage
in the beil Form, and by a folemn

Treaty, to the King of Great Britain^

and to the States General of the Uni-

ted Netherlands, That he will con-

clude a Peace and Alliance with the

King of Spainj without any Excep-

tion or Referve, under whatever Pre-

text, or for whatever Caufc} if the

King of Spain fhall be induced or per-

fuaded by the King of Great Britain,

and the Confederated States, to yield

to themoft Chriftian King, either the

Places he poflefs'd himfelf of the laft

Year in the Low-Countries, or to give

him an Equivalent, by delivering up
the Places above mention'd, or others

in lieu of them, as fhall be mutually

agreed between the Parties concer-

ned.

II.

That the moft Chriftian King be

induced to confent. That the prefent

CelTation of Arms in the Low-Coun-
tries, may be prolonged to the End
of the Month of Alay^ to the end
that the King of Great Britain, and

the confederated States may, in the

mean time, employ themfelves with
all Diligence, Care and Induftry, to

procure the Confent of the King or

Queen of Spain, and their Council,

to the aforefaid Terms and Condi-
tions.

in.
But that the moft Chriftian King

may have no juft occafion to refufe to

prolong the CefTation of Armsj the

King of Gr-eat Britain, and the Con-
federated States (hall oblige themfelves

by the fame Treaty, to take effeftual

Care, That the Spaniards fhall yield

to France all that was taken the laft

Year by the French, or give them an
Equivalent, as (hall be agreed with the

Confent of both Parties.

IV. That

^od Rex Magna; Britannia, ^ Or"

dines Generales fmderati Belgii, conjun-

Slim vel feparatim, communicatis tamen

omnino conjiliis, i3 fecundum ea de qui-

bus mtitnb convenerint, omnem eperam

omnemque indujiriam adhibebunt apud

Regent Chriftianiffimum ut in optima le-

gitimaque Forma, folenni TraSlatu fpon-

deat y promittat Regi Magna Britan-

nia, y fcederati Belgii Ordinibus Ge-

neralibus, fe pads faedus faSlurum cum
Rege Hifpanite, citra omnem, quocunque

[lib prcetextu, vel quacunque de caufa,

exceptionem vel difpenfationem; fi Hif-

paniiS Rex induci aut permoveri queat

per Regem Magna Britannia, £9* Ordi-

nes foederatos, ut cedat Regi Chrijlia-

nijjimo, ut loca anno praterito in Bel-

gica armis occupata^ aut aliud tantun-

dem valens, per traditionem locorum fu-

periiis memoratorum aliorumve in com-

penfationem, de quibus mutuo confenfu

partes inter fe cmvenire foterunt.

II.

Ut Rex Chrijlianijfimus csnfentire w-
lit in prorogationem vacationis armorum
in Belgica ad finem Menfis Mali, ut

temporis interea Rex Magna Britannia,

^ foederati Ordines fedulb omnique in-

duflria Qf diligentia operam dare pojjint

apud Regem aut Regtnam Hifpania, e-

jufque Confiliarios, uti legibus conditio-

nibufque prafatis confenfum adhibere ve"

lint.

in.
Ut verb Rex Chrifiianifimus nulla

jujia ratione di£lam armifiitii proroga-

tionem recufare queat : Rex Magna
Britannia^ Ordinefqiie fmderati fe eo-

dem I'railatu obfiringent, id fe effeUu-

ros ut reapfe Gallia cedatur ab Hifpanis

omne quod Gallorum Armis Anno prate-

rito occupatum fuit, aut aliud tantun-

dem valens, de quo mutuo partium confe^'

fu convenietur.

IV. ^od
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IV.

That the moil Chriftian King diall

be induced and pcrfuaded to give in-

tire Credit to, and put full Confi-

dence in the aforelaid Proniife, that

his Arms may not for the future di-

llurb the Quiet of the Low-Coun-
tries : So that if it fhould happen,

contrary to all hope and expeftation,

that the King of Great Britain, and

the confederated States, fhall not be

able by their Exhortations and carnefl

Sollicitations to perfuade the Spaniards

to give their Confent to the Condi-

tions above mention'd, before the end

of the next enfuing May ; and that it

become neceffary to ufe more cffeftu-

al means to that purpofe : Neverthe-

lefs the French fhall not move or intro-

duce their Arms within, or upon the

Limits of the Low-Countries j but

the King of G^-eat Britain and the

confederated States {hall engage, and

take upon themfelves fuch neceflary

Provifion, as may effeftually oblige

the Spaniards to accept the forefaid

Conditions of Peace : And it fhall not

be left to the Difcretion of the mofl

Chriftian King, either to exercife any

AiSbs of Hoftility in the faid Coun-
tries, or to pofTefs himfelf of any

Town, tho' by voluntary Surrender j

unlefs the King of Great Britain,, and

the confederated States fhall ceafe and

omit to profecute the Things above-

mention'd.

V.
That when the Peace is made be-

tween the two Crowns, not only the

King of Great Britain^ and the con-

federated States, but likewife the Em-
peror, and the neighbouring Kings

and Princes,^ who fhall think them-

felves concefn'd, that the Quiet of

Chriftcndom remain unfhaken, and

the Low-Countries be reftored to the

Enjoyment of their former Tranquil-

lity > fhall be Guarrantees and Con-
fervators of the fame : To which end,

the number of Forces, and other

means to be ufed againft either of the

Parties that fhall violate or infringe

the faid Peace, fhall be determin'd
and agreed, that the Injury may ceafe,

and the Party offended receive Sa,tif-

f»£tion.

IV.
^uod Rex Chrijiianijfimus inducetnr

y permovebitur pnediclo promijfo ple-

nam adhibere fidem^ atfue in eo Fidu-

ciam ponere velit^ fjf ut proinde ejus

Arma in pojlerum quiefcant in Belgica^

ita quidem ut fi prater onmem [pern ^
expehationem Rex Magna Britanniie

fwderatique Ordines nequeant per exhor-

tationes obteflationefque permo'vere Hif-

panos ante finem Menf.s Maii proximi^

ut confenfum adhibeant Conditionibus

fepius memoratis^ ac proinde ad rnedi»

majoris efficacia -venire necejfe fit ; ni-

hilomnius Galli intra fines ^ in finibus

ditice Belgica fua arma non movcbunt
aut introducent : Sed Rex Magna Bri-

tannia (^ foederati Ordines fe objlriw

gent, atque in fe recipient id fefe fup-

pkturos quod necejfum erit, ut FTifpani

reapfe aftringantur, uti Pacem Icgibus

fupradiilis acdpiant ; adeoque Regi Chri-

fiianijftmo integrum non erit alios exet'

cere A&us hojliks in di^is Regionibu(y

neque uUum occupare Oppidum licet fponte

fua fe dedere velit, nifi Rex Magna Bri-

tannia^ 13 foederati Ordines eejj'ent atqut

omittant efficere id quodjam diSlum ejl.

V.
^od fancita inter duas Coronas pace %

ejus fervanda Sponforcs vindicefque erunt,

in forma omnium optima, amplijfima 13

fecuriffima, non modh Rex Magna Britan-

nia, i3 foederati Ordines, fed (^ Impe-

rator, omnefque Reges (3 Principes viciaiy

qui exijiimabunt fua intereffe ut Orhi

Chrijiiano inconcuffa maneat quies, (3 Bel-

gica fua reddatur confetque tranquillitas :

In quern finem definietur copiarum milita-

rium numerus, aliaque media quibus uten-

dum erit adverfus alterutram partium qu4t

temeraverit vel violaverit Pacem, ut in*

juriam demat ac parti lafa refarfiat.

VL That VJ. Pasta
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Vf.

That this Agreement, with all and

every thing therein contained, fhall

be confirm'd and ratify'd by the faid

King of Great Britain^ and the faid

States General of the United Provin-

ces, by Letters Patents on both fides,

fealed with the Great Seal in due and

authentick Form, within four Weeks
next enfuing, or fooner, if it can be
done} and within the faid time the

mutual Inftruments of Ratification

fhall be exchanged on both fides.

In Witnefs and Confirmation of all

which, we, whofe Names are under-

written, have fubfcribed and fealed the

fame. At the Hague in Holland, the

23d of January., 1668.

Signed as before.

VI.
PaSia hac conventa omniaque ^ fin^

gula lis contenta, a ditto Domino Regi
MagHiS Britannia, diStifque Dominis
Ordinibus Generalibus fwderatarum Pro"
vinciarum, per patentes utriufque par-
tis literas figillo magno munitas, debitA
Cs? aiithentica Forma, intra quatuor fep-
timanas proxime fequentes, aiit citiusy

fi fieri poterit, confirmabuntur (^ rati-

habebuntur , mntuaque ratihabitionum in~

ftrumenta intra pnediHum ternpus hinc

inde extradentur.

In quorum omnium £5? fingulorum fi'
dem majufque Robur, hifce T'abuUs fub-
fcripfimus, illafque Sigillis noflris fubftg-
navimus. Hagte-Comitum in HoUau"
dia 23. Die Januarii, 1668.

Signed as before.

Separate /Irticles, which fhall

be of the fame Force and
Authorityy as if they had
been inferted m the Treaty

concluded this Day , be-

tween the King of Great

Britain, and the States Ge-

neral of the United Ne-
therlands.

ArticuU feparati, qui ejuf-

dem erunt Virtutis atque

Authoritatis, ac fi inferti

forent Tradatui, hodierno

Die, intra Regem Magn*e
BritanniiB, & Ordines Ge-
nerales foederati Belgii, con-
clufb.

I.

IF in the procuring of a Peace be-

tween France and Spain, any Dif-

ficulty fhould arife about the Point of
the Renunciation, 'tis to be fo contriv'd,

that either no mention at all is to be
made of it in the Treaty, or at leaft,

the Form is to be conceiv'd and fet

down in fuch Words, as nothing may
accrue to either of the two Crowns,

on account of the faid Renunciation j

nor any Prejudice be created to either

of them in Point of Right: But if

either the King of Spain, or the moft

Chriftian King, refufe their Confent

to this Expedient j then the King of

Great Britain, and the confederated

States, fhall proceed againil the Re-
fufcr, as is agreed by the third and
fourth Article of the Treaty, and in

the laft of thefe Articles refpeftively }

with this Condition however, That in

Vol. II, in

I.

S/
in procuranda pace inter Galliam

(^ Hifpaniam fe offerat aliqua dif'

ficultas fuper punSlo renunciationis, ea

ineunda eft ratio, ut vel nulla ejus in

paSlis fiat mentis, vel ut ejufmodi ver-

bis concipiatur Formula, ut neutne du-

arum Coronarum quoad pradiBam renun'

ciationem eo quicquam accedat, aut e-

tiam inde creetur aliquod juris detri-

mentum : ^od fi verb Rex Hifpania-
rum vel etiam Rex Chriftianiffimus in

id confentire nolint, adverfus recufan-

tern. Rex Magna Britannia, ^ foede-

rati Ordines procedent ; ut conventum

eft Articulo tertio £5? quarto diSli I'ra-

£latus, (^ ultimo horum Articulorum

refpe^ive : Ea tamen conditione, ut in

cafu recufationis Regis Hifpania, Rex
Chriftianiffimus fe reciproce ohftringat,

quemadmodiim in Articulo quarto, fe

nulhitcnus mi?ia moturum in Belgica.

T- II. ^od
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in cafe fuch rcfufal proceed from the

King of Spainy the moft Chriftiaa

King fhall oblige himfelf not to make

War in the Low-Countries, accord-

ing to the Tenor of the fourth Ar-

ticle.

II.

That the King of Great BritaiHj

and the States General of the United

Netherlands, to the end that all Par-

ties may be Satisfied, fhall oblige thcm-

felvcs to ufe their utmoft Endeavours,

that a Peace may at the fame time be

eftablifh'd between the Kings of Spain

and Portugal y but with this Condi-

tion, That the moft Chriltian King

ihall alfo oblige himfelf, in cafe this

Negotiation cannot be fo foon accom-

plifh'd, that fuch a Delay fhall no

way hinder on his Part, the Peace

between him and Spain j except only.

That it fliall be free for the faid moft

Chriftian King, to give Succour and

Aid to the King of Portugal, his Ally,

cither by way of Attack, that he may
draw the Enemy from other Parts, or

by any other means which he fhall

judge to be moft convenient and ad-

vantagious. And if the Spaniards can

be brought to confent to a Peace un-

der the faid Condition, and the fame

be concluded accordingly! then the

ihoft Chriftian King fhall be oblig'd

•wholly to abftain from the Low-
Countries, as poffefs'd of Peace, and

not involv'd in the Difputes of either

Party. Neither fhall it be lawful for

him to form any Defigns againft them,

either by open Force or clandeiline

Praftices j nor to require any Satisfac-

tion, under the Pretext of Charges

and Expences to be fuftained on ac-

count of the War in Portugal j ei-

ther for raifing Men, or any other

Burdens of that War. And if it fhbuld

happen that during the faid War, the

auxiliary Forces of the moft Chriftian

King, fhould pofTefs themfclves of any

Places in Spain or Italy j the faid mofl

Chriftian King fhall reftore them to

Spain, as foon as the Peace with Por-

tugal fhall be made. But if beyond,
and contrary to Expeftation, Spain

Ihould refufe to make Peace with the

King of Portugal, and alfo with the

moft Chriftian King, under that Ex-
ception, of leaving him free to afTift

his Confederate, as has been already

fold ; In this unexpected cafe. The
King

n.
^uod Rex Magna: Britanma, fi? Of

dines Generates foederati Belgii., ut pro'

lixi/is ab omni parte fatisflat, fe olfliga-

hunt omnern Jcdulo opera:n daturas, ut

Pax inter Regcs Hifpani£ (3 Lufttani/e

eodem tempore fanciri pojjit -, ea tamert

lege ut •vicijjim Gallia fe ohflringat, ft

tam citii non poffit id negotium perduci

ad exitum, uti Pax inter fe (^ Hifpa-
niam nihilominus ineatur; hoc excepto,

ut liberum fit Regi Cbrijli.xniffimo fup-
petias ferre Regi Lnftanl^ Fwderato

fuo, eique auxilio ej/'e, five inferendo ar-

ma fua ut aliunde detrabat boflem, five

alio qnocunque modo qucm fibi comma-

difjlmurn atque maxime ex ufu fore exi'

Jlimabit. Et fi Hifpani adduci pot-c

runt ut confentiant in Patent fuh diSlA

conditione, atque ea proinde concluda-

tur } Rex Cbriftianiffttnus tenebitur, ^
Belgica ut pacata, atque neutrarum par-

tium rebus implicata, omn'inh abftinere-y

neque ei jus fafque erit quidqiiam adver-

fus earn moliri, neque palam virtute

bellica, neque clandcftinis artibuSy ut ne

petere ulLwi fitisfactionem fiib obtentu

impenfarum erogalionumque qme in hello

Lufitanico crunt faciendtc, tam ob dele-

&um Alilitum qucim alia Belli Onera.

^uod fi contingat manente di£lo Bella

per Auxillares Regis Cbriflianiffimi ca-

pias, occupari loca qu£dam in Hifpania

Italiave ; Rex Cbriftiayiiffimus fimul at-

que Pax cum Lufitania faUa fuerit,

eadem reftituet Hifpanue : Sed fi pr<£ter

y contra expeilationem Hifpania recu-

fet Paceni cum Rege Lufitania, ut ^5?

cum Rege Chriflianifjinio, ea cum excep-

tione ut Focderato fuo liberuni fit ei aux-

iliari, quemadmodmn jam dictum eft ;

hoc inopinato cafu Rex Magna: Britannia

Cff foederati Ordines tenebuntur reapfe

id ejficere ut Hifpani omnimodb in id

confentiant ; ita tamen ut reciproce Rex
Chriftianiffimus fe obftringat quemadmo-

diim Cafu prima, quod non fit nwtarus

Arma in Belgica.

III. Si
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King of Great Britain, and the confe-

derated States, fhall be bound to em-
ploy themfelves cffecbually to procure

the Confent of the Spaniards ; yet

with this Provifion, that the moft
Chriflian King do alfo oblige himfclf

not to make War in the Low Coun-
tries, as in the former Cafe is already

faid.

III.

But if beyond all Expeftation, the

moft Chriftian King fhould entertain

fuch Thoughts as fhall induce him to

refufe to promife, that he will fignthe

Treaty of Peace as foon as the Spani-

ards fhall confent to give up all thofe

Places which have been acquir'd by
him in his laft Expedition, or fuch an

Equivalent as fhall be agreed by mu-
tual Confent j or in cafe he fhall not

accomplifh his Promife, or fhall dif-

allow or reje£t the Cautions and Pro-

vifions that are exprefs'd in the faid

Treaty, which are fo necefTary to ob-

viate the Fears and Jealoufies that are

moft juftly conceiv'd of the moft Chri-

ftian King's Intentions to make a far-

ther Progrefs with his vi£borious Arms
into the faid Low Countries, fo often

already mentioned : In all thefe Cafes,

and alfo if he fhould endeavour by any

Subterfuges or oblique Pra6tices to

hinder or elude the Conclufion of the

Peace, then England and the United

Netherlands fhall be bound and oblig'd

to join themfelves to the King of Spain,

and with all their united Force and

Power to make War againft France j

not only to compel him to make
Peace upon the Conditions aforefaid,

but it God fhould blefs the Arms taken

up to this end, and favour them with
Succefsj and if it fhall be thought ex-

pedient to the Parties concern'd, to

continue the War, till things fhall be
reftored to that Condition, in which
they were at the time when the Peace

was made upon the Borders of both
Kingdoms, in the Pyrencean Moun-
tains.

IV.
Thefe feparate Articles, with all

and every thing therein contain'd,

fhall be confirm'd and ratified by the

faid King of Great Britain, and the

faid States General of the United Pro-

vinces, by Letters Patents of both Par-

ties, fealed with their Great Seal in

Vol. II. due

III.

Si pneter omnem expcElationem Rex
Chrijiianijjirnus inducat in animtim ut

promittere nolit quod TraSlatum Pads
fignattirus fit, fimut atque Hifpani cejfu-

ri ftnt omnia loca ah eo occtipata in no-

vijjima expeditione, iiel alind tantundent

valens, de quo miituo confenfii convenie-

tur i aiit promijforum fide/ti non impleat,

ant detreilet refpuat-ve caiitiones 6? pra-

munimenta in dicio 'TraSiatti exprejj'a

,

qiL-e necejfaria [tint ut obviam eatiir me-
tui jiijliffimc' concepto, ne Rex Chrijlia-

n'jjimus arma fua viclricia in fiepiiis

memorata Belgica ulterius proferat :

^iod omnibus iflis cafibus, ut (^ ft per

alia Subterfugia aut ohliquas Artes co-

neliir Pads conclufionem impedire aut

eludere j Anglia, focderatiimque Belgi-

um tenebuntur accedere partibus Regis

Hifpaniie, omnibufque 13 junSlis viri-

bus J'erra Marique adverfus Galliam

helium gerere; ut compellatur non in le-

ges duntaxat fapihs jam memoratas Pa-
cem facere i fed ft arma in eum finem

fumpta, Deum habeant faventem £5?

propitium, atque de communi confenfu id

expedire vifum fuerit, etiam helium con-

tinuare, donee res in eum ftatum fue-

rint reftitutte quo fuerunt tempore foe-

deris in collimitio Regnorum in Montibm
Pyremeis fanciti.

IV.
ArticuU hi feparati, omniaque t3 fin-

giila iis contenta, a diilo Domino Rege
Magnus Britannia^ ditlifque Dominis
Ordinibus Generalibus foederatarum Pro-
vinciarum, per patentes utriufque partis

literas ftgillo magno munitas, debita 6?
authentica Forma intra quatuor Septi-

L z nianas
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due and aiuhcntick Form, within four

Weeks next enfuing, or fooner if it

may bej and within the iaid Time,

the mutual Inftruments of Ratifica-

tion lliall be exchang'd on both Sides.

manas proxime fc^uentes^ aiit cit/hs, ft

fieti poicrit^ confirmabuntur^ ^ ratiba-

bebuntur^ rnutuaqne Ratihabitionum In-

jirumenta intra prxdiElum tcmpus bine

imie extradcfttur.

Done at the Hague in Hvlland the JlEium Hag<s-ComHum in HoUandia

2 5d o( January, 1668. Die 23 Januaril, I668.

Signed as before. Signed as before.

The SwediOi Acl.

W' H E RE A S the King of Great

Britain, and the Slates of the

United Provinces of the Netbcrlands,

have earneftly defircd, that the King
of S-iVeden might be afiociated with

them, as one principal Party, in that

League which is this Day concluded,

and ligned by their Commiflionersand

Plenipotentiaries j whereby a fpeedy

and fafe Peace may be promoted and

made between the two neighbouring

Kings,and the publick Tranquillity of

Chrijhndom^hy the Bleffing of God, may
be reftorcd : And whereas the King of

Sweden himfclf, even from the Begin-

ning of thefe Differences, which have

grown to fuch a Height between the

two Kings, has acquainted the King
of Great Britain, and the States of the

United Netberlands, with his good and

ilncere Intentions and Defire, to afTo-

ciate and join himfelf to them in the

Bufinefs abdvemention'd, as well in re-

gard of the Itrift Friendfhip and Alli-

ances, which he acknowledges have

join'd him in one common Intereft

with them, as that by his Accefllon to

them, all ufeful and honourable Means
and Indultry may be ufcd to eilablifh a

Peace between the two Kings: Pro-
fefling that no other Difficulty has hi-

therto reflrained him from opening his

Mind upon that whole Matter, than

that he waited to be informed, what
firm and deliberate Counl'els the King
of Great Britain^ and the States of the

United Netherlands, would take in this

Affair, and what Afliilance would be
requifite, with other Things of that

kind, in which the faid King of S-ive-

den defircs to be fatisfied, to the end
that he may proceed by the like Steps,
and in equal manner with the King of
Great Britain, and the States of the

Vmted Netherlands : For thefe Reafons
'tis

CUM Magna Britannia Rex, ac

Ordtnes Fwderatarum Bclgii Pro-
vinciarum, valde defiderarint Regern

Sueci^e una cum ipfis in partem princi-

palem adfcifci illius Foederis, quod bo-

dierno Die per Deputatos ac Plenipoten'

tiarios fuos conclufum ftgnatumqiie eft j

quo prompta atque tuta Pax inter Reges

duos vicinos promo'-ceatur, quoque Divi-
na adfpirante gratia per Orhem Cbrifti-

antim publica tranquillitas inftauretur

:

Prtsterea cum Rex ipfe Sueciie jam ab

initio eorum motuum qui inter duos de-

ftgnatos Reges cruduerunt, tam Magnie
Britannia Rf^gi-, qnam Fccderatorum

Belgarum Ordinibus fit teftatus honum

fincerumque fuum propofitum ac fiudium

quo tenebatur, fefe cum iis in hoc nego-

tio modo fupradiSlo fociandi ac jungendi j

idque refpeilu arEiiJJima necejfitudinis,

£5? borum Fwderum per qua communibus

cum iifdem commodis adftringi fe agno-

fcit, ut per hunc interventum, perque

modos utiles quofcunaue ac honeftos. Pa-
ci inter binos Reges ftabilienda infude-

ttir : Nee per ullam difficultatem fefe

ha^enus cohibitum, mentcm fuam fuper

re totd aperiendi, nift quod praftolatus

eft dum certb refciretur quid deliberati

atque firmi con/lii Rex Magna Britan-

nia (^ Fccderatorum Belgarum Ordines

fuper omni hoc r.ogotio cffent capturi

;

turn quoufque promoveri fubfdin, alia-

que id genus nonnulla pojfent, per qua
ditlus Siiccia Rex fbi fatisficri cxoptat,

ut pari i3 aqnato cum Magna Britan-

nia Rege ac Faderati Belgii Ordinibus

paffu in bac re procedat : Ea propter,

ex commodo communi vifum eft fore, fi
hoc inflrumentum inter Miniftros Depu-
tatos ac Plenipotentiaries diclorum Re-
gum Suecia Magnaque Britannia, nee

non di&orum Fosderati Bclgii Ordinum
fcripto confgnaretur j ^0 una ex parte

obligaretur Rex Suecia, mediante fatif-

faciione
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'tis thought expedient for the com-
mon Good, that the prefent Inftru-

ment between the Minillers, Deputies

and Plenipotentiaries of the faid Kings
of S-wcden and Great Britain., and thole

of the faid States of the United Ne-
therlands, be put down in Writing,

whereby, on the one Hand, the King
of Sweden fhould be obliged, after the

forefaid Satisfi£tinn receiv'd, to em-
brace the faid League, to ufe the fame
Endeavours, and to proceed equally,

and in the like manner, as the faid King
of Great Britain and the faid States

of the United Netherlands think fit to

do, in order to promote and carry on

fo ufeful a Work ; and on the other

hand, the faid King of S-weden will be

aflured, that a Place is referved for

him, empty and entire, to enter, as

one principal Party, into this League j

as by thefe Prefents he is defired in the

moft friendly manner, both by the

King of Great Britain, and by the

States of the United Netherlands : who
on their part will moft readily employ
themfelves, and all kind of good Of-
fices, towards the Emperor and King
of Sj>ain, to the end that all fuch Dif-

ferences, as the faid King of Sweden
may have with them, be compos'd
and determin'd, according to the Rules

of Equity and Juftice. And foraf-

much as concerns the Aid which is re-

quired from the faid King, the States

General of the united Netherlands will

not be wanting to fend with Expedi-

tion, fuch neceflary Inftruftions to

their Ambaffadors in the Court of Eng-

land: that between them, and fuch

Commiffioners as the faid King of
Great Britain fliall appoint to that pur-

pofe, and the extraordinary Ambafla-
dor of the King of Sweden, who is

now ready to begin his Journey thi-

ther, together with other Minifters

refiding there on the Part of divers

Princes and States, who are concern 'd

and interefted in this Affair j fuch

Meafures may be taken to fettle all

things which fhall be requifite and ne-

ceflary, that the faid League may ac-

quire the Subftance as well as the

Form of a Triple Agreement : To which
the refpeftive Parties {ball make it

their Bufinefs to invite their Friends

and Allies, if any of them fhould de-

fire to be admitted.

Done at the Hague, j\ of January,
l66S.

Signed,

fallione pneditld, ad amplcElendum de^

ftgnatum Fcedus, (i? ad eandem navan-
dam Operant, eodemqiie pajfu procedcn-

duntf quo ditlus Magn^ Britannia Rex,
di£lifjtie Fcedcratorum Belgarum Ordines

procedendum ftbi eJJ'e exijlimant, ut ne-

gotium tam faintare prorno'veaiur : Nec-
non parte ex alterd diclus Rex Stiecia

ce4 tus ita fieret locum fibi vacuum ac in-

tegrum relinqui Foederis hujufce infer

partes principales ampleSlendi, quemad-
modum id ut faciat a Magna Britannia

Rege, y ab Ordinibus Foederati Belgil

per hafce pnefentes, maximc amictim in

modum rogatur% qui ^ ipft libenter a-

pud Ciefarem Cs? Hifpaniarufn Regent
omne officii genus eo convertent, ut Con-
troverjice nonnulla qua diEio Suecia
Regi cum iis poffint intercedere, quani-

primhm componantur, is* fecundum jus

fafque e medio tollantur. ^antum ve-

rb ad fubfidia qua a diclo Rege praten-

duntur-y Ordines Fwderati Belgii Gene-

rales non defuturi (tint mandatis necef-

fariis confefli^n ad Legatos fiios in Aula
Britannicd mittendis, ut hos inter 6?
Commijfarios quos di£lus Magna Britan-

nia Rex earn in rem defignahit, in-

terque Legatum Regis Suecia extraor-

dinarium, qui iter jam mine eb medita-

tur ex Belgio, aliofque illic degentes Mi~
niftros Principum Statuumve, quos id

negotium quoque tangit atque concernit-y

concilia ineantur, fuper necejfariis ac

requifitis omnibus conjlituendis; fxc ut

Foedus jam diSium confequatur, quam-
primum fubjfantiam atque formatn Pa£ti

tripUciter conventi; ad quod invitandii

Amicis 13 Confoederatis, fi qui ejus in

partem admitti volent, omni ex parts

opera quam diligentiffimh dabitur.

ASltiU Haga-Comitum,
nuarii, 1668.

Signed,



Si L-ETTV.KsofSir William Temple,

Signed, Signed,

CImJlof>her Delphicus 5. .and Count Chriftophorus Delphicus B. ac Co-

of Dbena. mes in Dhona.

Ilnrahlns Jppelboom. Haraldus Appelboomius.

The Negotiation of the Peace at Aix la Chapelle,

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, j^ntwerp, Feb. 27. N. S. 1668.

I
Did not expc6t to give your Lordfliip another Trouble from this Town,
but having been detain'd here fomc Days by the Marquis's Stay till this

Morning, and intending at Night to follow him for Bruffeh ; I know not

whether my Arrival there may be time enough to write by the Pacquet that

parts from thence to Morrow at Evening, and therefore will not venture by

any OmiHion to forfeit my Charter of writing every Poft.

I had Yefterday a joint Audience with the States Deputies^ and will refer

vour Lordfhip for what pafs'd there to the inclofed Memorial on our part, and

Anfver given us by the Marquis, which we have difpatch'd this Morning to

Sir John 'Trevor, and Mr. Boiiningham at Paris^ by a joint Exprefs > in hopes

by their Endeavours there to bring the Bufincfs to a Sufpenfion of Arms, upon
the Marquis's having now accepted the Truce, to the fliorterTcrm offered by
J^rancc^ as well as the longer propofed by his Majefty and the States.

For the yilterKative, we can yet draw no Refolution from him upon it, de-

lending himfelf by the Neceflity of firfl: concerting with us how he fhall be

aflifted, in cafe ot France refufing both the Truce and the Alternative. This is

in the Marquis an Aim of engaging us by Advance in the Party, and thereby

exafperating France, by being threatn'd more direftly ; and io embark the

whole Affair into the Necefllty of a longenfuing War: For, that Spain would
much rather engage in with our Afliitance, than be forced to a Peace upon
our late Projefti and, I think, purfues its own Intereft right in this Point.

That of Holland is certainly oppofite to theirs, and leads them to nothing fo

much as the Compofure of the Quarrel, with fome Security of France grow-
ing no greater at lealt on this fide.

The Marquis is large in arguing to me, that our Intereft lies in a joint War,
rather than a Peace between the two Crowns, and that our End muft have

been hitherto, only to engage Holland with us in the Quarrel > and reafons

from Story, and the prefent Genius of our People and Parliament. I endea-

vour to quiet him in this Point, by affuring him, that whatever other Kings
have thought or done, and whatever the People wifh or talk j the King, in

whole fole Difpofition all Matters of Peace and War lie, will by no Arts nor
Confiderations be induced to break from Holland, in the Management of this

Bufinefs} nor make one Pace farther in the Spaniards Defence, than the Dutch
are willing to join in. That his Intereft as well as Honour lies in this Refo-
lution, agreed by fo many folemn Treaties} and that we as well as the Dutch
can very well content our felvcs with a Peace, and Purfuit of our Commerce j

provided we are not alarmed too much, and too near, with the Growth of
the French Greatnefs. And I wind up all with prcffing him ftill to an Accep-
tation of the Jlternativc, and to embrace the Peace according to our Projcft.

And thus we fence here at prefent > of all which your Lordfhip, I believe,

will receive the Detail more at large by the Holland Pacquet, in the Difpatches
pafs'd between me and Monfieur dc Jf'itt fince my Arrival herej of which I

defired him to fend Copies to their Ambafladors in England, to be by them
communicated to your Lordfliip ; becaufc more Uncertainty in the Nicuport
Pacquet, and the prcfcnt want of a fettled Cypher, have hindered larger

Tranfmidions this way, and more direftly to your Lordfliip's Hands.
Yeflerday
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Yefterday came in the Spanijlj Letters, and though I have not (een the
Marquis fince, yet by what I have from his Seci^ary, and the Count Monte-
rey, 1 have reafon to bcheve, that Don Juan is on his way hither, and now at
Sea with confiderable Supplies of Men and Money, which are very necefTary
here, either for carrying on a War, or inducing a Peace. The Particulars I
cannot aflure, though the common talk is, of eight thoufand Spaniards, and
fix hundred thoufand Crowns in. Specie, and eight hundred thoufand in Remife.
'Tis very poflible your Lordfhip may hear more there of his coming, and fee
htm fooner than we fliall here, as well as judge better, What, or how much
It will import to the EiTea or Defeat, the Advance or Diverfion of the pre-
fent Councils. What occurs to your LordHnp upon it, and will relate to my
Condu6t here, I hope to receive from you by the firftj not efteeming any
thmg well begun, without a Thread at lead from your Lordihip to guide mej
nor well perform'd, 'till I receive your Approbation, upon which depends fo
much the Satisfaftion, as well as good Fortune of, i^c.

To Monfieur de Witt.

SIR,
Antwerp^ Feb. vj.

N.S. 1668.

I
Have received much Satisfa£bion

as well as Honour by yours of the

2fth, and am very glad to obferve the

fame Conformity of Sentiments be-

tween us fince we parted, that there

ever was while I refided at the Hague.
I fhall write to you now with my own
Ink, having already done it with that

of the Marquis, who would not be fa-

tisfied 'till I fent you that Difpatch :

And I was forced to ihew him my
Letter before I fealed it, to fee whe-
ther it were agreeable with what he
had defired me to tell you upon that

Occafion.

I had at my firft Audience prefs'd

him fo clofely to declare himfelf up-
on the Alternative, and furmounted
all his Excufes upon Defe6t of Pow-
ers, by deliring that he would do it

by way of Limitation, not to be rati-

fied 'till the Queen of Spain\ farther

Pleafure , that at laft he told me he
would comply, provided France could

be brought to ratify their Renuncia-
tion in Form in the Parliament of Pa-
ris; to content themfelves with an
Equivalent for the Cities taken, which
advance fo far into the Heart of the
Country : And laftly, it in cafe of a

Refufal from France, he might be af-

fured before hand of the AHiftance

of

A Monfieur de fVitt.

Anvers, le tjFevr.
Monfieur, S. N. 166%.

J^AT eprowve beaucoup de Satisfa-^

£fion, (^ rcfeii beauceup d'Honneur
par 'uotre Lettre du Zf de ce mois

-,

13 je fills fort aife de remarquer une aiijfi

grande Conformite de Sentimens entre

nous, depuis que nous nous fommes fepa^
rez, qu'il y en a toitjours eu pendant
mon fejour a la Haye. Je vous ecriray

a prefent de mon propre encre, car c'efi

de celle de Monfieur le Marquis que je
vous ecrivis dernierement : II ne voulut
point paroitre fatisfait , que je n'eufje

confenti a me charger du foin de vous
ecrire, ^ par la je me vis contraint a
luy montrer ma lettre avant que de la

fermer ; car il falloit qu'il jugeat fi elle

etoit conforme a ce qu'il m'avoit prie de

vous mander fur Vaffaire qui cu faifoit le

fujct.

Dans ma premiere audience je Vavois

ft fort prefse de fe declarer fur Valter-
native, 13 j'avois ete ft habile a lever

toutes fes difficultez, 13 a m'oppofer <J

fes delais qui etoient fondez fur fort

manque de Pouvoirs > mes injlances i-

toient fi fortes 13 fi redoublees ; qu'il me
dit enfin qu'il fe difpoferoit a faire ce que

fexigeois de luy, pourvii qu'on put porter

la France ct faire verifier, dans les for-
mes, fa renonciation dans le Parlement de

Paris ; a fe contenter d'un equivalent

pour les Filles prifes, lefquelles font fi'
tuees fi avant dans le pais, 13 prefque

au coeur de VEtat, (3 enfm qu'en cas de

refus de la part de la France, il feroit

afsiiri du feceitrs de VAtigkilerre hj de

VHollandfj
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of England and Holland by a common
Coacerc.

I told him, that for the two Points

of the Renunciation and the Equiva-

lent, he might reckon from our joint

Offices upon all we could obtain from

France in Favour of Spain. For, as

to the Equivalent, our own Incereft

obliged us to it, that we might leave

fo much a Ihonger Barrier between

France and Holland: And as for the

Renunciation, we defired it too, but

do not conceive it a Thing upon

which Spain ought to be too ftiffi

fincc our Guarranty was the only

ftrong and folid Renunciation that

could be made upon this Occafion

:

And for the Aflurance he defired, of

being affifted in cafe of a Refufal from

France, I did not doubt but he had

heard at leaft the Subftance of our fe-

cret Articles to that Purpofej becaufe

their AmbafTador at the Hague had

told me, that a Jew of Amfierdam
had fent him a Copy of them, by

which he muft needs be well inform-

ed of our mutual Obligations, as well

as of our Intentions not only to aflift

Spain in cafe of a Refufal from France.

but to engage our felves in the Quar-

rel, by an open War with all our Forces

againit that Crown.

After much Difcourfe to this Pur-

pofe, I thought fit for his entire fa-

tisfaction upon the Article of our af-

fifting Spain; to let him know clear-

ly, how far he might hope from us in

the Point of the Renunciation, and to

remove a Thought which Don Efia-
'van de Gamarra had given him as com-
ing from mc. That there was fome-
thing in the Articles, by which it

Hiould appear, that we would not
force Sp^in in cafe of a Refufal : For
thefc Reafons, I fay, I thought good
to read to him our three fcparate Ar-
ticles, without giving him a Copy j

for

VHoIlande, £5? que Ics deux Nations anne-

roient de concert. Au rejle, voicy par oh

je reiiffis d vaincre fa repugnance, ^ a ob-

tenir ma dcminde; je luy dis qu'en at-

tendant rarrivee de pleinpouvoirs, il fit

fous le bon plaifir de la Reine d'Efpague,

(^ ad ratificandum, la declaration fur

laquelk je le preJJ'ois.

A Vegard des conditions qn''il prcpofe,

voicy ce que je luy ay repondu ; que pour

les deux premieres, [avoir la Renuncia-

tion £5? P Equivalent
^

qu'il fe pouvoit

promettre de nos Joins 6? de nos offices

mutuels tout ce que nous pourrions obte-

Tiir de la France en faveur de PEfpagne j

d quay j'ay ajoute, qua Vegard de I'E-

quivalent, notre interet commun deman-

doit qu^on prefsdt cet Article, ^ qit'il

fujl accorde, afin qti'une plus forte bar-

riere fuft laifsee entrc la France £5?

rHollande. ^.e pour ce qui regardoit la

Renonciation, nous la defirions aufji\

viais que nous ne croyons pas que ce fui

une chofe fur laquelk VEfpagne dut s'opi-

nidtrer-^ puifque notre Guarrantie etoit

Vunique feurete £5? la feule folide Re-
nonciation, fur laquelle il fut feur de fe

repofer en cette occafion. ^f^d Vegard

de Vaffarance qu'll vouloit avoir d'urt

fecours, en cas que la France refufdt les

Conditions j je ne doutois point qu'il

71"cut ete injlruit, du moins en fubflance^

du contenu de nos Articles fecrets ton-

chant ce point Id > que V Ambaffadeur
d' Efpagne d la Haye m'avoit meme dity

qu'un Juif (V Amfierda-,n luy en avoit

fait tenir la copie, par oil il devoit etre

ajez injlruit de nos engage?}!cns mutuels^

auffi bien que de nos Intentions pour

VEfpagne ; qui etoient, non feulement de

fajfijlcr en cas d'un refus de la part de

la France, mais de nous engager dans fa
querelle, par la declaration d'une guerre

ouverte en tournant toutes nosforces contre

la France.

Apres beaucoup de difcoars fur cette

matiere, j'ay trouvc a propos, afin de le

fatisfaire plcinement fur V Article de fe-

cours, pour luy faire evidemment fentir

jufqu'oii il pouvoit confer fur nous, dans

Vaffaire de Renonciation, aufji bien que

pour luy oter la pensee que Don Efleavan

de Gamarra luy avoit dunnh de ma part,

que peut etre y avoit- il quelque chofe

dans les Articles par laquelle il paroi-

troit que nous m vonlions forcer VEfpagne
en cas cVun refus: Pour toutes ces rai-

fons, dis-je, j'ay juge a propos de luy lire

nos trois Articles feparez, fans luy en

laijfcr la copie; car il me dcclara, qu'il

ne
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for he profefs'd to me, that he never

receiv'd one tVom the Jew^ though
he did the Subdance of them both

from him, and the Baron de Bargeyck.

I do not know whether I did well in

fhew^ing them to him j but if you
think otherwife, 1 hope you will ex-

cufe me upon my good Intentions,

and my ufual plain dealing, to inform

freely thofel treat with, of what they

have to hope or to fear. The Mar-
quis took no Offence at our two firll

Articles j and only faid. He could

not comprehend, why the States be-

ing newly Enemies to Portugal, and

having Hill a Controverfy with them,

fhould defire fo much to fee them
ftrengthned by a Peace with Spain. I

told him, my Opinion was. That they

drove on this Alfiiir, becaufe they

believ'd, that without a Peace with
Portugal, Spain would not recover it

felf enough to make head againft

France, a.nil reduce Affairs of Cbriflen-

dom to the Balance that is ncceflary.

He was fatisficd with this Anfwer,

and fpoke no more of the Bufinefs of

the Renunciation : But, upon that of

the jljjijiance we promis'd ; he faid,

that the Words of the third Article

were flrong enough, but in too gene-

ral Terms j and that after he fhould

have accepted the Alternatrje., France

might yet, during the next Month,
or Jpril., make fome Enteiprizes up-

on the Places on this fide, before the

new Levies could be raifed, and take

fome of them, if he were not furnifh-

ed with three or four thoufand Foot,

which might be eafily done from Hol-

land : And though I told him, that

we could not concert farther with him
before he had accepted the Jlterna-

tive, and by that means cafl the Re-
fufal upon France , and by confe-

quence, the Force of our Arms in

cafe of a War, which wc could not

declare till we were afTur'd upon
which Side the Refufal would lie ;

for all that, he would not be fatif-

fied till I had writ you that Letter j

from which however, I look'd for no
other Effeft, than to let him under-

ftand from you, what he had already

learnt enough from mc.

Vou II. On

m Its avoit point rcfcus de fon Juif\

mais qu'il en avoit '•cii la fubjlance, y
que c'ctoit par le canal de ce Juif if dti

Baron de Bargeyck. Je ne fay pas fi

j'ay bien fait en les luy montrant j mais

en cas que vous jugiez le contraire, fef-
pere que vous ni'excuferez toujours en

faveur de mes bonnes Intentions, qui

rn'ont toujours porte a declarer ouverte-

ment a ceux avec qui je traitc, tous les

ftijets qWils ont a craindre If d'efperer.

Le Marquis ne fe formalifa pas de nos

deux premiers Articles ; tl dit feulement,

qu^il ne peut comprendre pourquoy les

Etats qui etoient n'agueres cnnemis de

Portugal, (f a qui il rejle encore des

cbofes a demelcr avec luy, fouhaitoient

fi fort de voir accroitre leurs forces par
line paix avec VEfpagne : Je luy dit

que ma pensee etoit, quails prefj'uient cct-

te affaire, parce qu'ils croyoient que fans

la paix avec le Portugal, VEfpagnol ne

fe verroit jamais en etat de faire the h
la France.^ If de donner par ce moyen
aux affaires de la Chretiente le jufie e-

quilibre qu'elles doivent avoir. Il fe
contenta de cela, if ne parla plus de

raffaire de la Renonciation. Mais a
regard de fecours que nous promettonSy

il me dit, que les termes de F Article

troifteme etoient affez forts, ?nais trop

generaux', if qu'apres qWils auroient

accepte VAlternative , la France pour-

roit encore pendant les Alois de Mars if
d'Avril, faire quelques tentatives fur
les Filles du Pais bas ; que les nouvelles

levees nous pourroient encore etre fur

pied i if que la Flandre fe verroit en-

lever quelqu' une de fes places, fi elle

n'etoit munie de trois ou quatre mille

Hommes de Pied., if qWil etoit facile

a la Hollande de les fournir. ^uoyque

j'aye pris le foin de luy repeter, que nous

ne pouvions entrer en aucune Negotiation

avec luy, avant qu^il eut accepte VAl-
ternative, que par la le refus retombe-

roit fur la France, if que p$ir confequent

elle s'attireroit toutes nos forces fur les

bras en cas de guerre ; qu'enfin ces for-

ces ne pouvoient faire de demarches

jufqtia ce qu^on eut f^u de quel cote fe-

roit le refus. "Tout cela ne le fatisfit

pas, if il ne parut point content que

je ne vous eujfe ecrit la. Lettre qui »
precede celle cy, de laquelle pourtant je

ti'attendois pas d'autre effet que de luy

faire voir par voire propre Plume, ce

qu'il avoit deja affez appris par m»
bouche.

M Ifi
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On Sunday Morning your Depu-

ties arriv'd, and we had a joint Au-
dience with tlie Marquis^ whereof

they will Tend you an Account. I

Ihall only tell you. That as we prefs'd

him very much upon the yJlteriialive^

and he on the contrary prefs'd us to

:i Concert for the Defence of J-'lan-

derSy and in the mean while to make
our Preparations for War > I told him
thereupon, what Preparations the

King my Mafter had already made,
and thole alio made by the Sfntcs on

their fidc; but I defir'd him by his

declaring himfelf upon the yfltema-

tive^ to let us know againll which of

the two Parties fuch great Prepara-

tions muft be employ 'd. I leave it

to your Deputies to entertain you with

an Account of the long Difcourfes he

made upon this Occafion, which how-
ever were moderate enough towards

our common Intentions. But we fi-

nifh'd them all, by giving him a JVIe-

morial to the lame Effect with what

we had told him -, upon which hav-

ing receiv'd an Anfwer yefterday in

the Evening, we difpatch'd it away
this Morning to the Miniflers at Pa-
ris, to forward the Sufpenfion of

Arms, if poffible, by our accepting

the Truce propofed by France^ to the

end of March.

Yefterday came Letters from Spain

:

And tho' 1 have not feen the Marquis

lince, (who went early this Morning
for Bru[fcls ) yet , by what I have

learnt from other Hands, I have rea-

fon to think, that Don Juan may be

at prefcnt upon his Journey hither,

and perhaps at Sea, and that he brings

along with him confiderablc Supplies

both of Men and Money. The"Talk
runs, that he has eight ihoufand Spa-

niards., fix hundred thoufand Crowns
in Specie, and eight hundred thou-
fand in Returns. But of thefe Parti-

culars I cannot affurc you at prclent.

I have already inform'd yoiu" Depu-
ties more at large in what 1 have learnt

upon the Subjcft of Don Juan; as I

fivall continually do before-hand of all

things that 1 think you would be glad
to know from hence : And 1 believe

they wi'l tell you, That there is no
need

Le Dimancbe an matin Meffieurs

vos Deputez aryivere-rit, 6? fious eumes

coujointcfnent mtre audience du Mar-
quis j c^eji de quoy ils ''sous rendroHt

conte y je i-oiis diray feiilement^ que

conime nous Favons fort prefsi fur

I' Alternali-je ^ ^ que lay au contra-

ire-, ne nous a parte 6? »'« infifii

que fur un Concert pour fa defenfcy

nous propofant de faire tous nos pepa-'

ratifs pour la guerre en attendant ; je

luy ay parle de ceux que le Roy mon
Maitre faifoit deja^ ^ de ceux que les

Etats faifoient auffi de leur cote : Je I'ay
prie de nous apprendre m fe declarant

fur VAlternative^ contre lequel de deux

parties il faudroit employer de ft grands

prcparatifs. Je laiffe a Mejfieurs vos De-
putez le foin de vous entretenir du Detail

de la Conference., qui fut longue^ i^ dans

laquelle le Marquis parla fuuvcnt fcf

long tems^ mais toujours d'une maniere

afjez moderee.y £5? qui ne paroiffoit point

s'eloigner cle nos communes Intentions.

Notre audience s^efi conclue par la Pre-

fentation d'un menwire que nous luy a-

zwns remiSf £9* qui contenoit en fubftance

les chofes que nous etions charge de luy

dire. Notre memoire ayant ete rcpon-

du hier au foir., nous avons envoy6 ce

matin la reponfe aux Miniftres qui font

a Paris, fjf cela dans la veue de faire

reiiffir.) s'il efi pofjiblc .,
la fufpenfion

d Amies ; qui felon toutes les apparences

ne fera pas long terns differee^ des qu^on

aura appris en France, que la treve

quelle a proposee jufqu'a la Jin de Man
vient d^etre acceptee.

II arriva hier des Lettres d' Efpagne^
£5* quoyque je n^ay pas vu le Marquis
dcpuis qtt'il a re^eu fes depccbes (car il

a parti ce matin des la pointe de jour

pour Bruffelles) fay pourtant lieu de

conclurre de tout ce que fay appris cPail-

leurs, que Don Juan eft enfin parti., ts?

meme deja embarque pour fe rendre en

ce pa'is-cy., fc? quil a mene avec luy des

fecours confiderables (^ d'Hommes., ^
d''Argent J le bruit court., que les Troupes

conftflent en 8000 Efpagnols, que /' Ar-
gent fe monte a 600000 ecus en efpeces^

(^ en 800000 ecus de remifes. Mais en

"oous ecrivant ces particularitez je ne

pretens vous apprendre encore rien de

certain. J'ay dit dans un plus grand
detail., a Meffieurs vos Deputez, ce que

favois appris touchant Don Juan; iy a
ravenir je feray toujours prejl a leur

declarer toutes les chofes que je croiray

que vous ferez bien aife que vous foient

mandces
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need todefire me to ufe them with all

Confidence whereof they have already

received Proofs enough fince we met
here : And they will be in every thing
the more acceptable to me, by how
much I fee they are in Efteem with
you, and in Credit with the Statesy

as indeed they deferve both from their

Qualities and their Perfons.

Pray give mc the Liberty to de-

fire you will fend a Copy of this Letter

to the Dutch Ambafladors at London.,

with Direftions to fhew it to my
Lord Arlington; becaufe I cannot fo

•well trull the Nieiiport Pacquet, too

much expos'd to the Infpe6tion of the

French i and I am not yet fo perfe6t

in my Cipher as to write long Letters

in it upon thefe Affairs.

I defire you will remember me to

my Friends at the Hague^ and believe

me , as much as any Man in the

World,

Ski

mandees d'icy. Je me Jlate qu'ils vous
diront qu'il n'ejl pas necejfaire de me
prier de me commtmiqucr, 6? de m'ou-
-vrir a eux avec toute forte de confiance,

puifque je leur en ay deja donne des

preuves deptiis que nous nous fommes
rajffemblez icy. Leur entretlen (^ leiirs

perfonnes me feront d''autant plus agred'
bles, que je z'ois qu'avec voire ejlime Us
ont aujji Vejlime (^ la confiance da Mef-
fieurs les Etats; c'efl une juflice rendue
a leur merite 6? a leiirs qualitez per-
fonnelles.

M" accordcz vous la liherte de vous
prier d'envoyer une copie de cette Lettre
aux Ambajfadeurs cVHollande a Lon-
dreSy avec ordre de la faire voir a Mi-
lord Arlington > car je me defie extreme-

ment du courier de Nieuport^ trop ex-

pose a la rencontre des Francois., &? je ne

fuis pas encore ajfez grand Maitre dans
mon chiffre^ pour m'en fervir dans les

affaires d'un auffi long detail,

Je vous prie de m''aider a me confer-

ver dans le fouvenir de mes amis de la

Haye, ^ de me croire toujours^ 13 Ati-

tant que perfonne du monde.

Monfieur,

Tour^ 6cc. Votre humble & tres

affeftionne Serviteur.

The Memorial given to the Memoire au Marquis de Ca-
Marquis <?/ Caftel-Rodrigo. ftel-Rodrigo. Anvers. Fevr^

Febr. \66t, i66%i

My Lordi

TH E under-figned Refiderit of
the King of Great-Britain, and

the Deputies Extraordinary of the
States General of the United Nether-

landsf find themfelves obliged to re-

prefent to your Excellency, That his

Majefty, and their High and Migh-
tintfles having lately concluded a

Treaty, by v^hich they have not only

provided for their proper Security,

but alfo for the Peace and Quiet of

Chrifiendom^ in cafe their Neighbours
proceed in it with the fame good In-

tentions wherewith the faid Allies

have begun this Affair : His faid Ma-
jefty and their High and Mightineffes,

for the better perfefting fo Chriftian

a Work, having given Orders to their

Minifters refiding at the Courts of
Vol. IL both

Monfieur^

LE S fous-Jtgnez Refident de la

Grande Bretagne., 13 les Deputez

extraordinaires des Etats Generaux des

Provinces Unies de Pais Bas fe trouvent

obligez de reprefenter a V. E. que fa
Majejle 13 leurs Hautes Puiffances ayant

depuis peu conclus un traite, par lequel

ils n'ont pas feulement pourvu a leur

fropre feureti^ mais auffi ^ Ici paix 13
repos de la Chretiente\ en cas que leurs

voifins y procedent avec les memes bonnes

intentions dont les dits Alliez ont entame

cette affaire -y fa dite MajeftS 13 leurs

Hautes Puiffances^ pour mieux achemi-

ner un ouvrage ft Chretien^ ont donni

ordres a leurs Miniflres aupris de deux

Couronnes a prefent en guerre^ de tacher

par tons moyens^ 6f par un Concert

commun de difpofer les dites deux Cou-

M 2, ronnes
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both Kings -.it prclent in War, to en-

deavour by all Means, and by a com-

mon Concert^ to difpofe both the faid

Kings to accept the Means propofed

by tnc faid Allies, as the readielt and

moft neccflary for arriving at fo hap-

py an End j that is to fay, to accept the

Peace w^onihe. Jltcrnatiie already pro-

pofed : And (to prevent the Accidents

that may intci-vene to hinder the Pro-

grefs of the Treaty) to confent alfo

irnmediately to a Truce till the end of

March, and in the mean while to fend

their Plenipotentiaries to ^ix la Cha-

pelle, furnifh'd with Inftru£bions and

Powers, neceffary to treat and con-

clude a Peace upon the faid Altcrna-

tive i that the Fire at prefent kindled,

and whereof in all appearance the

Sparks are ready to fly through the

greateft part of Chrijlemlom, may be

foon extinguifh'd, and give place to a

general and lading Peace, to the Safe-

ty of all thofe who find themfelves en-

gaged in the faid Effefts or Confe-

quences of the prefent War.
The faid Refident and Deputies ex-

traordinary are more particularly ob-

liged by the Orders of their Mailers,

to reprcfent to your Excellency, how
glorious it will be to you, how ad-

vantagious to the common Ends of the

Peace, and how ncceflary for prefer-

ving to Spain the Remainder of Flan-

ders -y that your Excellency by virtue

of your Powers, would make the firlt

Step in this great Affair, by confent-

ing readily to the faid Alternative^ and

to the faid Truce, and to the difpatch-

ing of the faid Plenipotentiaries to

Aix la Chapelle > and for the better en-

tring into this Negotiation, and the

faid Truce, that your Excellency will

declare immediately your Acceptation

of the Truce, which the mofl Chri-

ftian King has propofed, from the

l8th of November Xoiht hi\ of March,
1668. And upon all thefe Points, the

faid Refident and Deputies extraordi-

nary, do pray your Excellency with
all pofTible Inftances to give them a
fpeedy and plain Anfwer, agreeable
to the good and holy Difpofitions
wherewith his Majefty and their High
and Mightinejfes have begun and pur-
fued this glorious and Chrijiian DeUgn
of a general Peace.

ronnes a accepter la moyeas prupufcz, par

les dits Alliez, comme lei plus prompts

y les plus necejjaires pour arriver a tine

fin fi heureufe ; c'efi a dire, de confen-

tir a la 'paix fur l'Alternative deja pro-

posee i (^ {pour prevenir les accidens

qui pourront furvenir povr entpecher le

progret d'un traite) de confentir aujfi

prornptement a une treve jujqu'a la fi/t

clu niois de Mars, tf en attendant, d'en-

voyer leurs Plenipotentiares a la Ville

cVAix la Chapelle, munis des InftruUions

13 de pouvoirs requis pour y traiter (^
conclurre la Paix fur la dite Alterna-

tive, afin que le feu qui fe voit a prefent

allume, £3* duquel les ejlincelles fe vont

en apparence jetter dans la plus grande

part de la Chretient^^ fe puijfe bientbt

etouffer j {^ faire place a une paix ge-

nerate, durable £5? falutaire a tous ceux

qui fe troHvent enveloppes w dans les ef-

fets ou dans Ifs confequences funejles de la

guerre prefente.

Les dits Refident 6? let Deputez £,t-

traordinaires fe trouvent plus particti-

lierement obliges par les ordres de leurs

Maitres, de reprefenter a V. E. combien

il luy fera glorieux, t3 avantageux a la

fin commune de la paix, 13 nccefjaire it

la converfation de ce qui refie a I'E-

fpagne dans les Pais Bas j que V. E. ert

vertu de fes pouvoirs faffe le premier pas
dans cette grande affaire, en confentant

fromptement h la dite Alternative, (3
a la dite Treve, (3 a la depeche des dits

Plenipotentiares h la Ville d"Aix la

Chapelle : Et auffi pour mieux acheminer

cette Negotiation (3 /« dite Treve, que

V. E. fe declare prornptement d''accepter

la treve que fa Majefte Tres Chretienne

a propesee le iS Novembre 1 66y, juf-
qu'au dernier jour de Mars 166%. Et
fur tous ces points les dits Refident-) (S
les Deputez Extraordinaires fe trouvent

obligez de prier V. E. avec toutes les iwr

(lances poffibles, de leur donncr une re^

ponfe prompte, nette (3 agrcabk aux
bonnes 6f faintcs difpofitions avcc lef-

quellesfa Majefi6 ^ leurs Hautes Puif-

fances ont entame i^ pou;:fuivi ce defj'ein

glorieux ^ Chretien de la Paix ci^m^

inane.

T-R
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To my Lord Hallifax.

My Lord, Brujfeh, March 2. N. S. 166%.

IT would be a difficult thing to anfwer a Letter I receiv'd lately from your
Lordfhip, if it could be ever difficult for me to do a Duty where I owe it

fo much, and pay it fo willingly. The Refle£bions I make upon what you
Jay, and what I hear from other Hands of the fame kind, carry me only to

confider how much by chance, and how unequally Perfons and 1'bings are

judged at a dillance j and make me apprehend from fo much more Applaufc

ihan is my Due upon this Occafion, that upon the next I may meet with as

much more Blame than Idefervej as one feldom has a great Run ofCards which
is not followed by an ill one, at leall Gamefters that are no luckier than I.

It is not my Part to undeceive People, that will make my SuccefTes pafs for

Merit or Ability j but for ray Friends, I would not cheat them to my Advan-
tage it felf> and therefore will tell you the Secret of all that has feemed fo

furprizing in my Negotiation} which is, that Things drawn out of their Cen-
tre, are not to be moved without much Force, or Skill, or Time > but to

make them return to their Centre again, there is required but little of eitherj

for Nature it felf does the Work. The true Centre of our two Nations, now
fo near ally'd, is where they now are featedj and nothing was in the way of
their returning thither, but the extreme Jealoufies grown between the Mini-
fters on both fides, and from thence diffufed among the People ; and this it

was my good luck to cure, by falling into a^reat Confidence with Monfieur
de Wttte, which made all the reft ealy: And there is the whole Story j that

you may fee how much you are either biafs'd, or miftaken in all the reft you
fay of it. For what you mention of Reward, I know not how it came intp

your Head, but I am fure it never entcr'd into mine, nor, I dare fay, into any
Body's elfe. I will confcfs to you, that confidering the Approbation anJi

good Opinion which his Majefty, and fome confiderable enough about hini,

have been abufed into, by my good Fortune in this Bufincfs, I think, a wifcr
Man might poffibly make fome Benefit of it, and fome of my Friends have
advifed me to attempt it, but it is in vain : For 1 know not how to ask, nor
why, and this is not an Age, where any thing is given without it. And by
that time you fee me next, you fhall find all this which was fo much in Talk
to ray Advantage for nine Days, as much forgotten as if it had never been,
Sind very juftly I think j for in that time it receiv'd a great deal more than its

due, from many other Hands as well as from yours. This I tell you, that
you may not deceive your felf by hoping to fee me ever confiderable, farther
than in the Kindnefs of my Friends, and that your Lordftiip may do your Part
to make mc fo in that, feeing me like to fail in all other Ways. But as I re-
member, this is a Time with you for good Speeches, and not for ill Letters i
I will therefore end this, to make you more room for the others, and hope
that none of the Eloquence you are entertained with, can be more perfuafive

than a plain Truth, when I aflure you chat I am.

My Lordy

Tour Lordjhifs moji

Faithful Humblt Str^JXta.

7b€
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To my Lord Arlington.

^y j^ord, BrujJ'ds^ March t. N. S. 1668.

I
A M forry his Majefly fhould meet with any thing he did not look for at

the opening of this SefTion of Parliament; but confcfs I do not fee why his

Majefly Ihould not only confcnt, but encourage any Enquiries orDifquifirions

they dcfire to make into the Mifcarriages of the late War, as well as he has

done already in the matter of Accounts : For if it be not necclTary > it is a

King's Ealc and Happinefs to content his People. I doubt, as Men will never

part willingly with their Monies, unlefs they be well perfuaded it will be em-

ploy'd direftly to thofe Ends for which they gave it, fo they will never be fa-

tisfy'd with a Government, unlefs they fee Men are chofcn into Offices

and Employments by being fit for themj continued, for difchavging them

well rewarded for extraordinary Merit, and punifh'd for remarkable Faults.

Befides, in thefe Cafes his Majefty difcharges the Hardfhip and Severity of

all Punifliments upon the Parliament, and commits no Force upon the Gentle-

nefs of his own Nature, while his Subjefts fee that no Tendernefs of their

Prince, nor Corruption of Minillcrs, can prcferve them long from paying

what they owe to any Forfeits of their Duty. Nor indeed can any Prince do

Tullice to thofe that ferve him well, without punifhing thofe that fervc him ill,

lince that is to make their Conditions equal, whofe Deferts are different. I

hiould not fay this to any Perfon but your Lordfhip, to whom I know part of

that Juftice is due. But to fay the Truth, theProgrefs and End of the laft War
went fo much to my Heart, and I have heard fo much lately from Monficur

de fFitt, concerning the Carriage of it on our fide, efpecially what fell under

his Eye, while he was abroad in the Fleet, that I cannot but think the Parlia-

ment may be excufed for their Warmth in this Purfuit. But your Lordlhip

can beft difcernby the Courfe of Debates, whether this proceeds from a (Icady

Intention upon a general Good, or from fome accidental Diftempers, from

which the greateft and beft Aflemblies of Men are not always free, efpecially

when they have continued long together.

I beg your Lordfhip's Pardon for my Liberty in thefe Difcourfcs, to which

you were pleafed to encourage me by hearing me fo obligingly thofe few Mi-

nutes I was allowed for fuch Talk or Thoughts at my laft being with you, and

from the Senfe you then exprefled of the abfolute Neceffity there was for his

Majefty to fall into a perfeft Intelligence with his Parliament, efpecially being

engaged into an Appearance of Aftion abroad by the Force of this prefent Gon-

junfture.

/ am e-cer, &c.

A'

To Sir John Trevor-

S I Ry Brujfels, March f. N.S. 166S.

BOUT ten Days fince I difpatch'd away an Exprefs to you, (jointly

L with the Deputies of Holland) whereby we acquainted you and Mon-
fieur BouHiniham, that the Marquis de Caftcl-Rodrigo had accepted the Truce

and Sufpenfion of Arms propofed fome time fince by France, until the end of

March, as well as the other propofed lately by his Majefty and the States Ge-

neral until the end of May. We are in fome Pain to have yet received no Ac-

count of his Arrival, but hope this Delay will be recompcnfed by bringing us

News of the Treaty's being accepted in the fame Terms by that Court as well

as by this. However, in cafe of any Scruple which may be raifed there, for

want of due Notice given of the Acceptation here, we now fend you an Aft of

the Marquis Cafiel-Rodrigo^ authorizing his Majefty's and the States Minifters

at
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at Paris., to manifeft to that Court his Excellency's faid Acceptation, and-

thereHpon to negotiate and conclude the {iime on that Side.

And, to the end that no Objection may be made by France againft the pre-

fent Expedition of this Truce, in order to an enfuing Treaty and Peace, we
fend you likewife by this Exprefs the Marquis's laft Anfwer to our Inftances

yellerday made for the Acceptation alfo of the Alternative, which is fo full and
fo direft to the Ends of our late Treaty, that we have now nothing left to do
on this Side, the Remainder of the whole Negotiation lying on your Parts at

P(?m, which we are here very much pleafed with, feeing it is devolved to fo

much abler Hands. I hope you will place the whole Strength of his Majefty's

and the States GeneraVs Credit in that Court upon an immediate Confent to

the Sufpenfion of Arms, knowing how dangerous all new Accidents may prove
to the fair Hopes and Profpcft in which we are at prefent of a Peace j and
withal how far his Majcfty and the States are engaged to take part in any Ac-
tion that fhall begin after the Marquis's accepting the Alternative, as well as

all other Points of their late Project for bringing about fo happy an End.
For a good Prefage of this greater Peace, we received here the News of

that of Portugal, the very Evening which brought us fo happily the Marquis's
Anfwer upon the Alternative, which has fo much raifed the Hearts of the Spa-,

niards here, that we are likely to have lefs Thanks for prefling them fo far to

a prejudicial Peace, as they efteem it on this fide : But fince they are already

obliged, it will depend wholly upon France to hinder the Conclufion of this in

the fame Seafon with the other j which I will believe rhem too wife to do, as

well as too conftant to the AfTuranccs they have already given his Majefty, the

States, and feveral other Princes in this Point ; of which the immediate con-

fenting to a Sufpenfion of Arms will fhew the Meaning and Effe6t.

I fhall no farther increafe your prefent Trouble, than by the Profeflions of
my being,

S I Ry
Tour moft humble Servant,

To the Count de Molina, Spa^

mjh Ambajfador at London.

My Lord, March -j. 1668.

YOUR Excellence cannot doubt
of my Satisfaftion in arriving at

BrujJ'cls, to find my felf there imme-
diately poflefs'd of your Letter with
the inclofed Paper ; tho' the News of
your Health was more neceflary to me,
than that of the Unreafonablenefs of
one of your Neighbours, and true In-

terefts of the others, which 1 find fo

well defcribed there. But the beft

Ink in the World is not a Balfam that

can cure fuch Wounds j they muft find

their Remedy from more powerful

Medicines, which the Marquis of Ca-

ftel-Rodrigo has given us Realbn to

hope, if France will flill choofe rather

to fall out with all the World, than

to make a Peace fo much to their own
Advantage as that we offer them. At
leaft it is certain, that your Excellen-

cy with a Stroak of your Pen, has

brought to Light the molt covered

Defigns

Al Conde de Molina.

Sennor Mio, 7 Marco i<56S.

NO puede V. E. dudar del gufio que

he tenido enUegar a Brujfelleus, a-

z'iendome yo allado a qui con fu carta en

las manos con el quaderno adjunto, aun-

que a mi era mucho mas necejfaria la.

noticia de fufalud deV. E. que no de la

finrazon de uno fuyo vezino ny del in-

terez lerdadero de los otros^ que van muy
bien tra^ados en el dicho quaderno > Pe-
ro la tnejor tinta del mondo no es balfamo
bojlante para curar tales heridas, y es

menejler remedios mas fuertes, a los

qiiales la prudencia del Sennor Marques
de Caftel Rodrigo a dado lugar, fi la

Francia par [us feccados mas quifiere la

guerra con todo el mondo, que no la

poz avantajada que la hcmos offreci-

clo : a lo menos fe puede deztr que S.

E. con un rafyo de plutna a facado en

luz los dejinios mas encabiertos de [us

enimigos, a dado a los interejfados el mas
clarQ dcjfengaiino, y puefto las cofas de

Flandes
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Dcflgns of your Enemies, undeceived

with the grcatcfl: Clearncfs of your

Friends, and put Flanders under the

fecurcft Proteftionj of which I cannot

help rejoicing with you as the Author.

For what relates to Father Patrick.,

how much focver I concern my felf

in his Fortunes, I do not yet fee any
way that it can be in my Power to

ferve him on this Occafion-, the laft

French Conquefts having determined
the Difputc between the Abbot Arnol-

fhino and the Marquis of Baden, about

the Abby de la Charite. But the Mar-
quis de Cajlel Rodrigo has aflured me,
he will find fome other way of (hew-

ing the Efteem he has both for the

Merits and Perfon of Father Patrick^

to whom I hope your Excellency will

do me Juftice, having endeavoured

(though without Succefs by this un-
happy Con')un£ture) all that lay in my
Power to ferve him.

J kifs your Excellency's Handsy

and am yours, 6cc.

Flandes dehaxodcl amparo tnas fucrte

que fe podia bufcar^ de que no me pu-
edo inipedir de dar a V. E. la enora-

buena. Por intercJJ'ado que foy en loi

aumcntos del Padre Patricio, no veo

come fara poffihle fervirle mas en ejlct

occafion y aviendo la Francia {on fu
pojlrera conquijia detertninada cl pkytv

entre el Ahad Jrnolfin y el Marques
de Baden, en la de la Jbadia de lit

caridad. Pero el Sennor Marques me
ha promelido con muchos veras de hal*

lar otra mar/era di manifejlar en qtian'

io Jlima la perfonna y Jos meritos

del dicho padre, a quien F. E. me b*
de jujlifiar por averme empennado quan-
ta era pojjible en fuo negotio aunque

faltado en alcancark por la defdicba

de las coyunturas.

B.L. M.D.V. E.

Su Mayor Servidor.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lerd, Brujfels, March 15. A''. S. i668-

THE laft Port brought mc none from England, nor has this Week as yet

brought me any from Spain; fo that 'tis France only at this time that en-
tertains us. The Difpatch return'd us late lall Night from Sir John Trevor up-
on the Point of the Alternative, has given the Town here occaiion to talk of
the Peace as a thing done, though I know not yet what the Marquis fays to it,

having not feen him fincc; but think it poflible he may be as much furprized

with their Acceptation, as Sir John Trevor fays, they were with his. It feems
plain to mc that France defircs to purfue the War, but fears our engaging in

itj and to hinder that, will ufe all the Addrefs that can be to lay the Obftruc-
tion of Peace upon the Spaniards. They on the other Side defire to continue
the War, provided they may be fure of our and Holland's Affiftance> and to

that End, if they play their Game well, they will be fure to retort the Addre(s
of France upon them, and lay the Blame of the War at their Doors, without
which they have no Hopes of Holland's falling into their Party ; who, whether
they are partial to the French or no in this Quarrel, are certainly partial to the

Peace, and will not be drawn to fl^are in the War but upon the laft Ncceflity.

Therefore my Bufinefs will be at prcfent, to induce the Marquis to clear thofe
two Scruples made by the French upon his Powers, and the Choice of one or
other of the Alternatives % in which I know not what Succefs I am like to
have after fo many Advances made already as he conceives on his fide, and fo
near Don Jvhn's Arrival, at leaft according to the ^refcnt Reckoning here,
which pcrfuades us that he parted from Madrid upon the lid paft.

I know your Lordfhip has the fime Papers I received from Sir John Trevor,
and from what occurs upon them here, I beg your Lordihip's Leave that I

may this once refer you to the inclofed Copy of my Letter thisEveningto him
upon that Subject, having not Time left me to repeat it here fo at large as I
ought to do.

Tlic
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The Truth is, I never had fo hard a Part upon me as I have at this Time,
to keep all in good Temper between the Marquis and the Deputies of Hol-

land: For befides, that their Ends may perhaps be a little different, their

Complexions are extremely yo ; He is not the eafieft of Accefs, nor the quick-

eft at Difpatch ; and his Officers are at the fame rate. The Dutch Deputies
are all upon the Spur j and when they demand an Audience or a Paper, if they
have it not within half an Hour, they fay, the Marquis Se moqae d'eux^ ^
lis Je trouvent obligcz de Veerire ce Soir aux EJlats, (^ que k Marquis ne cherche

que des Retardemcnts^ ^ par Id de les engager dans la Guerre. When they re-

ceive Order to move the Marquis in any Particular, they muft have it granted

the firft time it falls in Difcourfe, and in the very fame Form and Words it

runs in their Letters ; and think the Marquis ought to obferve the States Or-
der and Direftions as punftually as they; and will reafon him to the Death up-

on every Point. The Marquis, who ufes to owe no Man any thing in that

kind, grows ten times more difficult by that time they have talk'd an Hour,
than he was at firft ; and engaging in large Difcourfes, gives him twenty Oc-
cafions of growing warm upon the Place, and wife afterwards by Interpreta-

tions, that, God knows, were never in the Cafe> fo that in their Audiences,

between the Marquis's Eloquence and their Leyden Philofophy, the Cards com-
monly run high, and all is Picque and Repicque between them j and I am to go
to one and t'other next Day to fet all right again, and endeavour to make them
agree afunder upon Points which they could by no means agree upon together.

But if I go on, I ftiall weary your Lordfhip as much as they weary me : And
therefore I (hall break off" this Letter with telling you only, that the Talk here

is of an Attempt for the Relief of G^«^/), and that the Horie are drawing toge-

ther for that Purpofe; with what Succefs I know not, but am fure the hrench

dcferve none there, for continuing an Attempt fo long after the Sufpenfion of
all Enterprizes was accorded.

/ am ever, 5cc.

To Sir John Trevor.

My Lordy Brupls, March i^. N. S. 1668.'

I
A VI two Letters in your Debt fince my laft by the Ordinary, one of the

8ch, the other of the lith; but I muft needs fay that your laft has left you
nothmg in mine. That King's Anfwer is full and fair in my Apprehenfion,
•what it will appear in the Marquis's I know not: For fince that Court cavils ac

his Acceptation of the ^Alternative, and calls it captious, I know not whether
he may not have his Revenge at theirs. Befides, Monfieur Lionne's Letter I

confefs looks of a very different Style from his Mafter's, and, in my Judg-
ment, artificial : Nor do I underftand great Minifters reafoning upon the In-

tentions of Crowns, rather from common Report, from Paflliges of private

Mens Letters, or of Books made for Argument, than from the open and pofi-

tive Declaration of Minifters, who ought to know their Powers beft, and
how to ufe them. Befides, they give the Spaniards very fair Play againft them
in this kind of War, by an Aftion f am very much unfatisfied in, which is,

beginning and continuing the Siege of Genap, about four Leagues from hence,

now the eighth Day after the Accord granted by France for the Sufpenfion of
Arms, notwithftandmg our Signification of it to the Commander of thofe

Troops ; Befides the feizing of another Caftle five Days after the faid Accord,
though the Courier came in two Days from Paris, and the fame Halle might
as eafily have been made upon the other Errand. In ftiort, if France pretends

to be believed here, they muft give Deeds as well as PFords ; and will fliew the

Sincerity of their Intentions for Peace, by confenting to the Truce till the end
of May, accepted already here ; fince if there ihould be any Defed in the Mar-
quis's Powers, it may be eafily fupplied with a little Time, and any Delay in

the Choice of the Alternative repaired. In the mean while I will hope by the

Vol. II. N next
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flcxt Courier to give you Satisfuftion in tliofc Points; for I neither know why
the Marquis Hiould be difficult in making his Choice upon the yllternathr, or

expofihg the material Claufes of his Powers, which I will aflure you arc as

Aill, in my Appfehenfion, as can be granted. In the mean time, this Courier
goes to you with a Duplicate of Monfieur Colbert's, Pafs, (which was fent fome
time fince to the Internuncio at Aix) with the Orders fent out for the Sufpen-
fion of Arms, and with the Marquis's naming a Day for the Baron de Ber-
gnycV^ coming to Aix^ in calc Monfieur Colbert can be ready in that time > tho*

I do not fee how the Treaty can begin till his Majefty's and the Statei Mini-
fters can be there, as well is two Principles ; and in that regard as well as ma-
ny others, it will be abfolutely neceflary to obtain France^ Confent to the
Truce, if they would have us believe they intend the Peace, and in the mean
time to procure Orders for the Sufpenfion of Arms before Genap^ as well as all

other Places.

To Morrow 1 cxpe£t an Audience upon the Choice of the Altemati-ve j the'

I confefs I did not think, any more than thi Marquis, that fuch a Declaration
was neceffary before the Minifters meeting at jlix ; but the Compliance muft
be on the weaker fide, and to that Purpofe I fhall ufe my beft Endeavours, and
remaiD,

SIR, &c.

To my 'Lord Arlington.

My tor^, ^rufelsy Mar. \6. A^. S. i66S.

BY your Lordfhip's of the 28th paft, I am put out of Pain for the Merlin

Yatclit, and Return of the Ratification upon the laft Treaty. The Er-

ror in the Forms of the preceding Inftruments fent over for his Majefty's Ra-
tification, was, I fuppofe, occafioned, as your Lordfhip fays, by the Omiflion

of figning both Parts, which I confefs was offered me by the Dutch Commif-
fioners, but being unpraftifed in thofe Forms, I chofe to follow the AmbafTa-

dor's Example at Breda, who figned but one.

Your LordlhJp fees how ill a Minifter I am likely to make, if ever I muft
enter upon new Forms, or a Character that requires being more punctual in

them. 1 fhall however fay no more in anfwer to what your Lordfliip has hint-

ed to me about the Journey to yfix, having written from Antwerp all that oc-

curred to me upon it ; after vvhich 1 know very well, it becomes me to leave

all to the King's Pleafure. I have asked the Marquis, with what Character he
^ill fend the Baron de Bergayck-y he fays, in Quality of Plenipotentiary, but in

the refl, with Power to take upon him that Character the French Minifter ihaH

afltime. He plainly acknowledges that in Right he cannot fend any Man with

the Title of an JmbaJJador, which lies only between two Sovereigns ; and I

know not why the Chara6ter of Plenipotentiary may not agree with that of
Envoy Extraordinary on all Hands. But the Light in this Point mu-ft be drawn
from France, and not from this Place.

Laft Night at an Audience jointly with the Dutch Deputies (which I had

difpofed in the Morning with the Marquis, and with Difficulty enough) his

Excellency was content to declare his Choice of the Alternative, which was to

leave France their Conqueft of laft Campaign, and likewifc to promife us a

Tranfcription of the mofl material Claufes, both to be fent to Sir Johntrcvor
and Mr. ran Beuningham at Paris, to enable them to give that Court Satisfa-

aion upon their laft Objeftions againft the Marquis's Acceptation of the Al-

ternative. So that we have now gained the utmoft Point that can be dcfired

here in purfuit of our Treaty, and muft leave the refl upon their Hands at

Paris.

The Marquis took occafion at the fame time to complain hard of the French

breaking the Sufpenfion by the Attempt upon Genap, which was yielded to

them two Days fincc upon Conditions, after a large Breach with their Gan-
non,
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non, and fecms to be defigncd for a Pofi; to block up this Town, which they

would certainly do if they could poflefs themfelves of Tefoeur and Vilvorde j

the firft being an abandon'd Place, and the fecond not tenable without Forces

to relieve it. I do not fee how his Majefly and the States can refufe to oblige

France to rellore Genap within the time of the Sufpenfion, fince no Pretence of
Miftake or Delay in the Orders can appear at all fincere without theRcllitu-

tion, the Siege continuing to the eighth Day after the Accord made for the

Sufpenfion at Paris.

The Marquis feems to apprehend, that the EfFefts of our having obtained

from him all that France can demand in purfuit of their former PropofiUs, or

we in purfuit of our Treaty, will be a fudden throwing off the Mask on the

French fide, and making what Advances they can in the War before we and

Holland arc in a Pofture to enter upon Defence of this Countrey, and therefore

prefles all that can be our arming, and concerting how to proceed in fuch a

Cafe : And I fuppofe his Majefty may think fit to encourage Holland that is fo

near, and already armed, to furnifh them here with three or four thoufand

Foot, for Defence of their Towns upon the firit Motions of the French to at-

tack any of them > with affurance that his Majefty will fall into the fame
Courfe, with all pofTible Speed and Vigour, and in the ways that fhall be con-

certed.

For the Supplies of Money from hence, I can yet fay no more than in my
former, though I omit no Inftances upon that Subjeft : But I doubt in the

prefent Pofture here, the King muft loie his Right, which they fay will be,

where nothing is. And I cannot yet find any thing drawn to a Conclufion in

the Negotiation with Holland for the Money upon their Towns. The Mar-
quis ftiewed me Don EJlevan's laft Letters yefterday upon that Matter, which
fay, that the Dutch infift peremptorily upon all the Spaniards hold in Gelder-

landf and befides, upon Damme and two other Forts in Flanders. On the other

lide, the Spaniards are unwilling to conclude, if a Peace be like to enfue j by
which means, parting from thofe Places to the Dutch., and at the fame time fo

many other to the French, would leave them hardly any thing here they would
think worth their pains to keep : So that the Conclufion of this Money mat-
ter between them, will depend upon the French King's Anfwer to the Truce
till the end of May, and fuller declaring the Continuance of his Satisfaftion

upon the yHternative ; and even then I doubt it may be neceflary for me to

make a Journey into Holland, for the perfefting that Treaty between them
and the Marquis, who has not yet found out the Perfons or Ways of treating

to any purpofe with them. In the mean time if I knew how far I might en-
gage his Majefty to arm in the Defence of thefe Countries, fince Spain has

accepted all we propofe in our Treaty > I would endeavour to induce the Mar-
quis to conclude a Treaty to that Purpofe, and for furnifhing his Majefty
thereupon, with certain Sums at certain Times, thereby to make the Debt at

leaft horn. Spain a certain thing whenever the Money could be found. I hope
to receive fome Light from your Lordftiip upon this, in anfwer to a former of
mine, and the mean while will prepare the Matter with the Marquis.

I am fufficiently warned upon the Point of the Pavilion, and will hope his

Majefty 's Conftancy therein proceeds from a Refolution to take thofe Courfes
and Councils which may make him as much feared abroad as any of his Ance-
ftors were, in whofe time that Point was firft gained -, for without that, our
Pretentions will grow vain at prefent, and in time obfolete. In the mean while
I hope fome Expedient will be forefeen, that may prevent the Inconveniences
or Unkindnefles which may happen between us and the Dutch upon this Point
in the prefent Conjunfture j and in cafe of Necefiity, to join our Fleets. The
Indignity ofter'd us by la Roche in landing armed Men in England, and the reft,

feems the greateft I have ever heard of that kind : And how far Moderation
in refenting and revenging Injuries, is a Virtue in a Prince, or a State, as well
as in a private Chriftian, I will not take upon me to judge. That which I

know beft is, that

I am ever, &c.

Vol. II. Nz n
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To my Lord Arlington.

My Lordf Brufels, March lo. N. S. i66S.

THE Day after the lafl: EngJi/h Pacquct's x'\iiival, I received your Lord-

lliip's of the n by the Dauh Refidcnt's Conveyance, which together

with fome ExprefTions 1 made out of your Letter, gave me occafion to con-

clude that your Lordfhip at the writing of it believed me in Hollan d ; know
not whether upon fomething written by the Marquis or me, but that Journey

I fee, the Marquis would have depend upon the French Anfwer to our lalt

Difpatch, and their confcnting or rctufing the propofed Truce till May, from

which he fuppofes it will be eafy to guefs a Peace or a War. In the mean

time I was in hopes to receive fome particular Commands or Inftruftions for

my Carriage in Holland, not defiring to be left ib much at large; and 'tis

very poflible I ought to have received them by your Lordfhip's lall ; but

that new Cipher will at one time or other caft mc into Defpair, for by all

our Skill we cannot make out one S liable of the two long Paragraphs ; the'

making out the laft ihort one very cafily, makes us fee the Fault muft be on

the Writer's fide, and I am apt to imagine the Exaftnefs required to this Ci-

pher, is more than can agree with the Hafte often necelTary in your Lord-

fhip's Office i having obierved frequent Mi flakes in the ufe of the old Cipher,

which yet never hinder'd my CoUedion of the Senfe, whereas the leafl of this

is mortal to the whole Paragraph.

I cannot yet come to any Adjuflment with the Marquis upon the chief

Point recommended to me, though I have often fallen upon the Difconrfe,

and endeavoured to engage it farther by the Offer of a Projeft I have drawn

up to that purpofej butheaflures me your Lordfliip is fallen upon it with the

Count de Molina, and Baron de V Ifola in England, and when you have agreed

it, will fend it over hither for his Excellency to perfeft > which I confefs I

think were the better way, fince I am but very generally inflrufted in it:

However, his Excellency defired me this Morning to perfeft the Draught I

had proje£ted, that in cafe we found it not concluded in England, it might be

ended here.

I doubt, he will not be induced to part with what the Dutch demand in

Gclderland, till he forefees plainly an inevitable War; and till that Concluflon,

or Don John's Arrival, all will be Mifery here, what could be fpared being

gone out upon new Levies and Recruits, and the very Spaniards late arrived

here, filling already into Want ; which is a piece of Husbandry of all others

I cannot underftand, the old Troops every day diminifliing as the new Le-
vies advance. But they aflure me, Don John brings with him in Bars a Mil-

lion and a half of Crowns, and another Million and a half of the fame Money
in Rcmifes ; which is the Life of all Hopes here, though we cannot yet be

certain of his having left Madrid i the laft Letters of the zp:h paft mention-

ing his Indifpofilion, at the fame time with his Defign of parting three Days
after.

Your Lordfliip will have found that all I could uncipher in your laft was
already performed here, both upon the Choice of the Jlternati-ve, as well as

Satisfiftion in the Powers, and Difpofition of the Baron Bei-gayck's parting for

yfix: However, 1 failed not to mind the Marquis of the laft this very Morn-
ing; who afTured me the Baron fhould certainly be there by the Day appoin-

ted, which is the ijch of this Month, and that his Equipage was already well

advanced ; but however the compleating of it fhould not hinder his Journey.
The Baron tells me, that France upon defigning Monlieur Colbert, declared his

Character to be o't Jmbaff'ador Plenipotentiary, with Referve of joining another

to him as chief of the Arabafly in cafe of the Marquis's going, but that he
(the Baron) knows not yet in what Quality he ihall go, leaving it wholly to

the Difpofition of the Marquis.

I have
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I have this Week a long and hearty Affiirance from Monfieur de IVitt^ of
the Staters Refolutions to purfiie the Effefts of our Treaty, Avith all the Vi-
gour that can be j and for that end, of their having given the firfl: Rendez-
vouz to their Army near Bergen op Zoom^ from whence they may eafily fall

into the Defence of the Spanijlj Towns, upon the firlt Attempt of the French

after they have refufed the Peace j which they mull now fuddenly unmask
themfelves in, one way or other, no farther Pretences being left, fince our laft

Friday Pacquets, which were repeated by an Exprefs on Sunday, and Hiall go
by another this Week for furety fake; (and your LordlTiip may be allured we
omit no Cautions, we can ufe, in the matter of our Difpatches, of which none
yet has failed us : ) The Sufpenlion of Enterprizes is owned by the French
Commanders fince the taking of Gcnap: So that there is little now that fur-

nilhes Talk here, befides the Ihamelefs Treafon by which Burgundy was loft,

and of which, the Marquis <-/' l^enne the Governor, his Nephew the Count
de St. Amour, iXiA Don John de Batteville have chief Honour j the laft being
employ'd by the Marquis to treat with the Suitzers for the Proteftion of that
Countrey. The Villany and Foulncfs of this A6tion make the Spaniards fay

here, that a great King fhould rather have fent his Lacquays^ than gone him-
felf, to receive fuch a Conqueft.

/ am ever, &Cc.

To my Lord Keeper,

My Lord, Brufds, March 25. N.S. i6(J8.

I
Believe you may wonder on that fide, as well as many do on this, both
here and in Holland, at the Eleftion the Marquis has lately made, of the

jUternafrje offered by France, after fo long a Deliberation, as might have fer-

ved him to make a wifer Choice. For if Spain had parted with the County of
Burgundy, Cambray, Air, and St. Omer j tho' they had furnifh'd France with
a better Frontier, yet they had kept a good one for the reft of thefe Coun-
tries on both fides > whereas, parting with the late conquered Places, befides
their large Dependencies, which ftrengthen their Territories, that fhould main-
tain their Armies ; their whole Frontier is laid open on the fide of Flanders,

by the lofs ot Douay, Lijle^ and Tournay, and on the other fide, by that of
jieth and Charleroy, which leaves the Spaniards the open Towns of Lovain
and Brujfels for a Frontier on this fide, and thofe of Ghent and Bruges on the
other ; and the Countrey fo pierced by the French Conqueft, as what remains,
will be the Work but of one Campagne, whenever the Councils or Forces
of England and Holland, ftiall fail or delay to defend them.
The Reafoners here pretend to fay, that Spain could not part with the

* French County, becaufe they muft with it quit the Title they yet retain o?*BHrgur.
Dukes of Burgundy; and befides, they would thereby lofe their Communica-^'.
tion wholly with Lorrain, and in a great meafure with the Empire: This laft

is indeed of weight, tho' the firft be but airy. But neither of them, I take,
to have determined the Marquis in his Choice; and having in various Confe-
rences penetrated his inmoft Thoughts upon this Subjeft, I judged it necef-
fary to acquaint your Lordfiiip with them j that his Majefty knowing per-
feftly the Difpofitions of his Neighbours, may the better take his own Mea-
fures, in this great Conjun6lure. But, to explain this Matter I muft run it

up to the Original.

Your Lordlhip remembers, that after the French Invafions and Succefles
laft Year in Flanders, and the Peace at Breda ; when they found how much
both England and Holland refented the Progrefs of their Arms in Flanders;
they fent a Declaration to the States General, that they were willing to make
a Peace with Spain, either upon Spain's quitting all their Right to the late
conquered Places, or elfe to the County of Burgundy, Cambray, Air, and St.

Oniers,
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Omers, and would leave to Spain the Choice of either of thefe Jlternatroes.

The Dutch were perplexed what ufe to make of this Declaration, being

frighted at the Danger of Flanders, but newly and faintly reconciled to

England^ and not knowing, how we would take the Invafion of Flanders. In

thefe Doubts I found them, when his Majefty fent me firft to found their

Intentions, and immediately after, to enter into Leagues with them, for our

own mutual Defence, and that of Flanders. The King would have joined

with them for the Recovery of all the Spaniards had loft in Flanders.^ either

by a Peace or a War. The Province of Utrecht was for this Refolution > but

the Penfioner and the other fix Provinces were for accepting the Otfer of the

Mtcrnati've made by France^ and obliging Spain to make their Choice, as well

as France to ftand by their own Propofal. Upon thefe Terms the T'riple Alli-

ance was concluded, but with different Views, both oi Holland and oi Spain.

The truth is, Holland was unwilling to break off their ancient Amity with

France.^ and embark in a War, with the Conjunftion of fuch an old Enemy
as Spain, and fuch a new Friend as England. They reckoned on a Peace up-

on one of the Alternatives., and were follicitous only to preferve Flanders.^ as

a Frontier for Holland againft France., without confidering the Interefts of

Spain farther than as they appeared to be their own. They reckoned certain-

ly upon Spain's choofing to part with Burgundy., Cambray., &c. which lay far

from Holland, and recovering the Towns they had loft m Flanders., by which
their Countrey would be left defenfible, at leaft with the Afliftances of Eng-

land and Holland.

On the other fide, Spain., though they profcfs'd the greateft fenfe that

could be, of what they owed his Majefty, upon the late generous Advances he

had made in their Favour; yet they were enraged ^t Holland., for feconding fo

ill his Majefty's Rcfolutions, and turning it upon the Choice, only of an Al-

ternatinje., by which the Spaniards were to lofe fo great Territories, and part

with their Right to them, inftead of recovering the Pofleflion they had yet

only loft. They took it as the greateft Indignity in the World, that Hol-

land fhould pretend to oblige the Crown of Spain to accept the very Condi-

tions of France., after an Invafion fo unjuft, as they efteemed this laft. They
were at firft upon the thoughts of parting with all they had in the Loiv-Coun-

tries to France, upon fome Equivalent on the {idit oi Spain i and thereby both

end the Charge of keeping Flanders, and be revenged upon the Dutch., by
leaving them open and expofed to the Neighbourhood of France. The Aiar-

quis once aflured me, that moft of the Council of Spain were for making this

defperatc Peace j and that for his own part, he was inclin'd to it, tho' more
out of fpite to the Dutch., than what he thought was the true Intereft of

Spain. After fome Paufe, this Heat of the Spaniards began to cool : They
faw the Spanijh Crown, by parting with Flanders., muft abandon all Com-
merce with the Princes and States on this fide that Countrey ; and that upon
a new War with Franct^ about the Succeffion, they fhould have no way left

of diverting the French Forces from falling upon Spain it felf. And fo, with

much ado, they refolved to accept the Alternative ; but left the (Choice to the

Marquis here, as bclb enlightned in all the Interefts oi Flanders, as well as the

Difpofitions of their Neighbours.

The Marquis hated the Peace, upon either of the Alternatives, and defircd

nothing but the continuance of the War, with the Affiftance of England and
Holland, to which he faw his Majefty inclinable, and thought the States would
be induced to, rather than venture an Agreement between Spain and France,

for the Exchange of Flanders : He thought, that if they yielded Burgundy and
the remote Frontiers, Holland would be fecure, and France would perhaps be
contented to let the Peace relt upon thofe Terms during the King of Spaing

tender Life : But if he yielded all the late conquered Towns to France, Hol-

land would be in perpetual Alarm for the Danger of the reft j England would
be likewife the more concerned, and both being obliged to be continually

armed, to prevent the Danger of Flanders, would find it their Intereft, rather

to enter into fuch a War, as might end in a fafer Peace, than by a patcht Peace

to lie always in danger of a new War, whenever France ihould be in a Condi-
tion
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tion of carrying the reft o£ Flanders
.^ by any fudden Invafion, or by any Dis-

content ofCounfels orlnterefts, between us indi Holland.

Befides, the Marquis imagines, that France will cither endeavour to avoid
the Peace now offered j or it" they conclude it for the prefent, that being pof-
fefs'd of the Frontiers of Flanders^ they will not long refift the Temptation of
carrying the reft, being in a manner but open Countrey i and thereby engage
both us and Holland, to affift Spain with all our Forces > which he thinks

muft make the War profperous, or a Peace fecure. So that upon the whole,
the Marquis has chofen this ^Iternathe^ not from any defire of making the
Peace at prefent j but only in the view, either of carrying on the prefent War,
br of making another with the Strength of his Neighbours.
Your Lordfhip may eafily judge, how much the Dutch are like to be dif-

appointcd and offended with the Spaniards for this Choice : So that I cannoc
pretend to guefs what is like to become of a Peace which both France and
Spain come to fo unwillingly, and which England and Holland promote upon
Conditions, which they both diflike. And fo I leave this perplexed Affair,

and ask your Lordfhip's Pardon for this long Deduction, which I ihould not
have troubled your Lordfhip or my felf with, bat that I thought you would
come to know the true Springs of it no other way : And which I could not
have known, if the Marquis were not a very warm Talker, and fometimes far-

ther than he intended.

/ atn ever^ &c.

To Monfieur de Witt.

S I k.
Britjfels^ March if.

N.S. 1668.

BY Monfieur Van Beuningben''s Dif-

patches of the iift, you will

have known the Anfwer of the French

Court upon the Truce we defired,

which in my Opinion feems to make
the War inevitable > and that all the

Appearances France has made of defi-

ring a Peace, are levelled at no o-

ther Mark but to flacken the Refolu-

tions of the Allies from affifting Flan-

ders } or at leaft, to gain fix Weeks
time to enlarge their Conquefts, be-

fore the Spaniards can either receive

the Recruits they expe£ted, or the

Aftlftance of their Neighbours for

defending their moft confiderable Pla-

ces. Forj as to what the French pro-

pofe, of reftoring all they fhall con-

quer between the end of this Month
and the i fth of May^ it feems to me
to be too grofs, and to difcover a Con-
tempt of our Wit as well as of our
Treaty : For, if all our Offices and
Offers to make Spain t-atify what the
Marquis has accepted, are not fuffi-

ctent to with-hold them fix Weeks,
from what they pretend to reftore,

how will rhey be capable of reftoring

for

A Monfieur de Witt.

Bruffellts, le z^ Mars.
Monfieur, S.N. 1668.

VOus avez appris far les depeches

de Monfieur Fan Beuninghen dit

zi. du courant, la reponfe de la Cour
de France fur la treve tant defirie : Cett^

reponfe felon moy femble rendre la guerre
inevitable j fj" jl paroit que toutcs les

mines que la France fait de la vouloir^

ne tendent a autre but qu'a refroider lei

yilliez fur le fecours de Pais Bas, oit dtf

mainsf a gagncr tin mois X^ demy de
terns

.f afin de pouffer fes coquetes, a-
'uant que les Efpagnols fuiffent recevoir

Jeurs recruites, ou des fecours de leurs

voifins pour munir leurs plus importantes

places. Car., a Vegard de Voffre qu'elle

fait., de reftituer tout ce qui fera conquis
entre la fin de ce mois ^ le If. de May^
cela me paroit trop grofiier, 6? decouvre
m'eme fon mepris pour nos Efprits aufft
bien que de nbtre traite. Car, ft torn
nos foins.y £jf tios bans offices, joints »
Voffre que nous faifons de fake ratifier

par VEfpagne les Articles deja acceptes

par le Marquis de Cafiel-Rodrigo, tCont

pu obtenir de la France qu'elle renonce
pour fix femaines au dejfein de tenter de
nouvelles conquetes, qui font, att refie^

les feules qu'elle offre de refiituer; fi tout

tela
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for ever what they have already taken.

I cannot fee how their manner of ac-

cu(ing and making Exceptions to the

abfolute Powers of a M\mi\croi Spain;

and all this founded upon particular

Intelligence they ptetend to have from

the Court at Madrid ; nor the formal

Objeftions they make againfl the De-
legation of the Baron de Bergcyck^ when
at the fame time they fend Monfieur

Colbert to Jix la Chapelle. Hovif, I

fay, all this can admit better Interpre-

tation in what regards their Intentions

for the Peace : For, in whatever comes

from thefe Minifters at Paris, I think

one may difcover an irregular Ambiti-

on under a great deal of Aftcftation

and iJifguife, whereof God only knows

the Iflue.

For my felf, T will tell you in Con-
fidence, and with my ufual Freedom,

my Opinion in all this. I think then

in the firll place, that by all our Ne-
gotiations, though never fo well ma-
naged; by all our Offices and Caref-

fes, we fliall never obtain a Peace from

trance, while they have any Appea-

rances of purluing their Interelt or

their Glory in carrying on the War:
And, that the only way of difpofing

them to a ) eace, is to order it io, as

they may only find their Intcreils in

it; which we can no otherwife do,

but by fhewing them the Strength of

our P'orces, and the I'irmnefs of our

Refo^utions before the \\ ar begins;

and hnce we only draw a War on our

felves by defiring a Peace, to endea-

vour on the contrary to draw on the

Peace by making all the Appearances

of defiring a War.

Therefore I think, that what re-

mains to be done is, to advance as

much as poflible our Preparations and

Forces by Sea and Land ; and let the

mofl: Chriftian King know by our Mi-
nifters, that fince his Majefty ftill de-

clares he is content with the ..Alterna-

tive already accepted by the Marquis
of Cajlel-Rodrigo^ and that all the Dif-

ficulty his Majefty finds, is only upon
the Powers of the laid Marquis, and
the Sincerity of Intentions in the

Court of Spain : We therefore defire

his Majefty to give us fo much time

by a Sufpenfion of Arms, as may be
fufficient to fend a Difpatch to Ma-
drtdi and return to Paris with a full

and

cela, dis jc, eft vray, nous powvom-nous

/later que nous en obtiendrons la rejiitution

entiere. Je ne voy pas que leur maniere

de chicaner, ^ de faire des exceptions

centre les pleins pouvoirs d'un Minijlre

d"EJpagnc, Ifj tout cela fonde fur les a-

vis particuliers que la France pretende

avoir de la cour de Madrid, non plus

que les obJeSlions formelles qu'elle fait

centre la delegation du Baron du Ber-

geyck, en meme terns qu''clle envoye Mon-
Jieur Colbert a Aix la Chapelle, puiffent

recevoir de meilleurs interpretations par
rapport a leurs intentions pour la paix :

Car dans tout ce qui part de ces Mini-

flres , il me femble qu'on decouvre une

ambition dereglce, qui fe couvre fous une

addrejfe recherchee, ^ des manieres trap

etudiees pour etre finceres. Dieu fait ce

qui en efi.

Pour may, je vous diray avec ma.

confiance £jf nia franchife ordinaires ,'

mon fentiment fur tout cela. Ceft, que

far toutes fortes de Negotiations les

mieux conduites, par toutes fortes de ca-

joleries, ^ de careffes, (^ par tant d»
bans offices re'iterez, nous nc pourrons

jamais obtenir la paix de la France^

pendant qn''elle eft flattee par les appa-

rcnces ; i3 qii'ellc jugc qu^il eft £5? de fon
interct ^ de fa gloire de poiiffcr la guer-

re ; tS? que par confequent, le Jcul moyea
de la dijpofer a la paix c'eft de faire en

forte que la paix feule puijje s'accorder

avec fes interets. Pour cela il -me lem-
ble, que la feule voye qui nous eft oft'erte,

eft de faire une grande 7}iontre de nos

forces, de paroitre bien refolus ct la guer-

re, avant que la guerre commence: Car
puifque nous attirons Ix guerre en voulant

trop fortement la paix, il faut tdcher ait

contrairc d'attirer la paix, en faijant toutes

les mines de vouloir la guerre.

C'eft pourquoy, il me femble que ce qui

rcftc a faire, c'eft de hater nos prepara-

tifsj 6? de tnettre toutes nos forces en

ctat tant par mer que par terre : De
faire dire en meme terns par nos Miniftrcs

au Roy tres Chretien
, que puifque fa.

Majeftc paroit difposee a fe contenter de

V Alternative dcja acceptce par le Mar-
quis de Caftel-RodrigOy i^ que toute let

difflculte reule fur les pouvoirs du dit

Marquis, (3' fur la finccrit^ des inten-

tions de la cour d'Efpagnc ; nous la pri'

ons de nous accorder par une fufpenfion

d'armes autant de terns qu'il en faut

pour depccher a Madrid, (^ de Madrid
revenir a Paris avec une reponfe, j'en-

tens une reponfe n^tte ij precife de la

Reine



and other M'm'ijiers of State. lOI

and plain Anfwer from the King of

Spain upon the Alternative. (And tru-

ly I think, a Months time will be fuf-

ficient after the Difpatches of our Ex-
prefTes from Paris). But in the mean
time to add, that if his Majcfty refufes

us a Demand fo neceffliry to the Peace

of Chrijiendom, and will ftill carry on
his Arms without Confideration of the

OfFers of Spain^ or Offices of the Al-

lies i that upon the firft Advances he

ihall make to attack the reft of Flan-

ders., we will march with our Forces

to defend it, and endeavour farther by
all ways to give him a Diverfion both

by Sea and Land.
This I think is all that is left us to

do upon the prefent State of Affairs,

for obtaining the Peace : And as to

the inward Difpofitions of the Spani-

ards, I will tell you, that there is not

one of them here, of the leaft Confi-

deration, who does not defire it, and

think it wholly for the prefent Inte-

reft of Spain : And the Marquis affures

me in confidence, that he has not on-

ly the Power exhibited, but that the

King his Mafter has given him others,

by which he leaves him abfolute Arbi-

ter of the Conditions of the Peace, ac-

cording as Conjunftures fhall ferve to

make him accept cither an equal or a

difadvantagious one. And all the De-
lays of Don John feem only to pro-

ceed fi"om their Hopes of a Peace up-

on the Projeft of our Treaty.

In the mean time I am glad the

States have fent Monfieur van Bevern-

ing to be at Jix with the Minifters of

both Crowns > I doubt not but the

King my Mafter will do the fame,

when he fhall have received Advice of
their Departure j for Forms muft be
obferved as well as Subftance -, though
for my ftiare I cannot imagine to what
Effe6i: this Congrefs will meetj France

having declared it felf already upon
the Invalidity of the Delegation in

particular, as well as of the Powers in

general. And truly I think, all Pre-

tence of negotiating without a Cefla-

tion of Arms, feems a mere Jeft, in an
Aftair where two Months Progrels in

the War may fo near end the Difpute

upon which they pretend to treat.

I am^ SirJ
your, Sec.

Reine d''Efpagne, touchant V Alterna-
tive, dont les deux partis temoignent fe

contenter (£5? pour moy it me femble^

qu^un mois aprcs le depart de nos cow
riers de Paris, [era fuffifant) . D'ajouter

en- meme terns, que ft fa Alajejle nous re-

fife une demande ft neceffaire an repos

de la Chretientc, (^ veut fans egard pour

Ics offres d'Efpagne, £s? les offices des

Alliez, pouffer Jes armes plus loin j que

fur la pr&miere demarche qu'elle fera

pour attaquer le rejle des Pais-Bas, nous

ferons avancer nos troupes pour les den

fcndre, £if tdcherons de produire une pu-

ijfante diverfion tant par mer que par

terre.

Voila ce me femhle tout ce qui nous

refle a tenter fur I'etat prefent des af-

faires, afin d'obtenir la paix. Et pour

ce qui eji des difpofitions interieures des

Efpagnols, je vous diray, qu^il n'y en a
pas un feul icy tant fait peu confiderahle,

qui ne la fouhaite^ £s? qui 'ne croit y voir

rinteret prefent de VEfpagne. Le Mar-
quis ni'a afsure en confiance qu'il n'a pas

feukment les pouvoirs exhibes, mats de

plus, que le Roy luy en a donne encore un
autre, par lequel it le rend arhitre abfo-

lu des conditions de la paix, felon que leS

conjonSlures le devront' determiner a la

recevoir a des conditions ou egales on

defavantageufes. Et tous les retarde-

mens de Don Juan ne femblent provenir

que de ce qu'il efpere une paix conforms

au projet de notre traite.

En attendant, je fuis lien aife de ce

que les Etats font partir Monjleur van
Beverning, pour fe trouver a Aix avec

les Miniflres des deux Couronnes ; je ne

doute pas que le Roy mon Maitre ne faffe

la meme demarche, quand il aura re^u

avis de leur depart ; car il faut fatif-

faire aux formes av.ffi hien qu'au fond,

quoy que pour moy, je ne puiffe imagi-

ner quel effet refultera de ce Congrez ;

la France s'etant deja dsclaree fur I'in-

validite de la delegation en particuliery

aufi bien que fur les Pouvoirs en gene-

ral. Et pour moy, toute apparence de

negotiation avant une cefj'ation d'armes

me parolt une pure mocquerie, fur tout

dans une conjonSlure oii deux mois de

guerre £5? de progrez peuvent changer In

face des chofes, 6? decider le different

fur lequel on va traiter.

Je fuis, &c.

Vol.11. O r»
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Let TEKS of Sir William Temple,

To Mr. Godolphin.

S I R^ Brufels, March 27. N. S. 166S.

I
Received lately the Favour of fomc Lines from you in a Letter of my
Wife's, which were the firft I remember to have Iccn of yours thefe five

or fix Months pafl, though I never failed on my part to entertain the Com-
merce between us as became both our Stations, and the Kindnefs with which

it began on both fides, as I thought j I am fure on mine, till I took your Si-

lence as a civil Declaration that you were willing itfhould end : And the Com-
pliance I was defirous to fhew you in all things, would not fuffer me to deny

it you in this. I find it very difficult to anfwcr your lall, otherwife than by
giving you Thanks for the Favour of your Remembrance, which indeed I

thought had been better employ'd than upon one who has for fo long time fo

little dcferved it. For thofc Expreffions you are pleafed to ufe fo much below

yourfelf, and fo much above me, I confefs they rather confound than oblige

me, fince I am not fond of receiving what I defpair of returning. I know
no Reafonat all I had to be angry with you, but much rather with my felf, if

having been once poflefs'd of your Friendship, you found I did not deferve it

:

But as 1 reckoned that Lofs among my ill Fortunes, fo I fhall among my good,

whenever you return to your former Difpofitions of Favour to me, tho' the

Mifery of the Scene where I live, will teach me to be fond of no Pofiefllons

that I am in danger of lofing ; and to a plain equal Man like me, rhe Certainty

of an Eftate feems more valuable than the Greatnefs of it. But I have as much.

Ambition for my Friends Advances, as others have for their own j and there-

fore rejoice in all your good Fortunes in Sj>ainj and wifh you an Increafe of

them in your next Defigns.

J am^ 6cc.

To my Lord Keeper,

My Lord, Brujfeh^ Jpril 5. N. S. 166%.

Received fome Days fince the Honour of one from your Lordlliip of the

9 paft, and though I owe all the Acknowledgments that can be upon it,

yet I will not fo much wrong your Lordfiiip's Time, or my own Sincerenefs,

as to enlarge them with much Ceremony. It will be enough to fay, that no-

thing can be more obliging than your Favour to me, both in the Degree and

Manner of it, arifing fo freely from your Lordfliip's Bounty and Gencroufnefs,

as well as exprefs'd in a way lb frank and fo hearty as that of your laft Letter j

and on the other fide, that no Man can rcfent it more, tho' they may much
better deferve it : And that your Lordlhip can never reckon more truly nor

more juftly, upon any Perfon's Eftecm and Services, than upon mine, which I

"humbly beg your Lordihip to believe. I doubt you will be troubled with my
Wife's Attendances, having told her, your Lordihip had given her that Liber-

ty : If file ever pretends your Favour and Countenance farther than in receiving

what the King has made my due upon this Employment while 1 have it, or

what his Majelly fiiall from his own Motion aflign me, upon any new Com-
miflion; I difclaim her beforehand, and declare ihe goes not upon my Errand}

for I IViall never think that too little which his Majelty thinks enough : For
the reft 1 will be confident neither your Lordfiiipnor my Lord vf;/.7;«;/o;; intend

I fhould ruin my felf by my Employments, or that I lliould at my own Charge
bear out a Charaftcr, which of it felf is enough to turn round a Head that has

all its Life, till thele lall three Years, been ufed to Shade and Silence. In

cafe the Occafion fiiould break, and my Journey to Jix ihould yec (ail, I ask

nothing of his Majclly, though putting my felf in a Poihire to comply with

'.iny fudden Ncccflity of it, has already forced me to enter into very con(i-

derablc

I
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fiderable Expences: But in cafe I muftgo, I beg yourLordfliip that has Chil-
dren, to confidcr how hard it would be for me to perform fuch a Journey up-
on my own Credit. Whatever it be his IVIajefty thinks fit to aflign me upon
fuch an Occafion, if he pleafes to order Alderman BackvjeU to furnifh me with
a Letter of Credit for fo much, let it be what it will, I will live according to
what that and my own little Revenue will reach, and not fpare any little Pre-
fents I have received in his Majefty's Service, where his Honour requires it:

All I defire is only not to be forced into Debts, which to fay the Truth I have
ever abhorred, and would by my Good-will eat dry Crufts, and lie upon the
Floor, rather than do it upon any other Confideration, than of his Majefty's
immediate Commands, and I hope thofe, his Juftice and my Friends Favour,
will prevent.

I beg your Lordlhip's Pardon for troubling you with this ftrange Freedom
about my own Concernments, which you have pleafed to encourage me to,

and may at any time check me in it, with the leaft Difcountenance, which I
doubt I have already deferved. But I will not increafe or lengthen my Faults
by Excufes, nor trouble your Lordfliip, by repeating any thing of what my
Lord Arlington receives from me at large, upon the Courfe of publick Affairs
here j which though feeming to change often in others Eyes, appears to me
conftant in the 77(7«^^ Defign of a Warj which I believe nothing can alter,

but the vifible Marks of Force and Steadinefs in their Neighbours to oppofe
them.

I beg your Lordlhip's Belief, that as 1 am with very great Reafon, fo I am
with very great Paflion too,

My Lord,

Tour, 8cc.

To Monfieiir de Witt,

Brujfeh, Apr. 17.

S I R^ N. S. 166S.

I
Doubt not but you are pleafed as

much as I at the Contents of the

laft Difpatches from Paris, which
make us believe, that in two or three

Days we Ihall have the Sufpenfion of

Arms to the end of May, and then I

do not fee the leaft Difficulty that can

happen, which we ftiall not eafily a-

void in the Negotiation of the Peace ;

for I fee not how France can draw
back, after the Satisfaction we are go-

ing to give them at Paris: And for

Spain, 1 never had the leaft Scruple

upon their Conduft : And I ftill be-

lieve, as I ever did, that unlefs we
drive them to Defpair by ill Ufage,

neither the Spanifi Nation in general,

nor the Marquis of Caftel-Rodrigo in

particular, will have recourfe to any

bafe Evafions. And to fpeak to you in

Confidence (;is it is neceflary between

Phyficians) fmce the Refolution you
have talk'd of, about driving the Spa-

niards wholly out of this Countrey,

and cantoning your felves in it : And
fince fo many violent Inllances made
Vol. II. by

To Monfietir de Witt.

Brujfdles, le 17 Avr,
Monfieur, S.N. 1668.

JE ne doute pas que vous m vous re-

jouiffez autant que moy du contenu

de dernieres depeches de Paris, qui

nous donnent lieu de croire, que dans
deux ou trois jours nous aurons une fuf-
penfion d'armes jufqu" a la fin de May j

y cela etant, je ne •vois point de diffi-

cuke qui puijfe furvenir, dont nous ne

venions facilement h bout dans le cours

de la negotiation de la paix. Car je ne

vois pas comment la France pourra reculer

apres la fatisfa6lion que nous luy allons

donner a Paris. A I'egard d'Efpagne,

je n'ay jamais eu le moindre fcrupule fur
fa conduite-y £5? je croy encore, comma
je ray toujours cru, qu'a mains que nous ne

la reduijions au defefpoir a force de la.

traiter de haut en has ; ni la nation Ef-
pagnole en general, ni le Marquis de Ca-
fiel-Rodrigo en particulier n'auront point

recours ^ de honteux fubterfuges. Et
pour vous dire en confidence (comme il

faut faire entre Medicins) depuis que

vous avez parU de la refolution de chaf-

fer les Efpagnolsdes Pdis-Bas,^ devous

y cantonner; depuis tant d'infiances rei-

O 2 terees
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by your Deputies for figning Monfieur

(Ic Lyomie's Projcft without altering a

Word, or lb much aa giving the Mar-

quis any Ailurance of alliftnig him in

cafe France ihou\d draw back, (accord-

ing to the Orders of the Queen) I

have often heard his Excellency fay,

that if he were now in the Council of

Spahi^hc would give his Advice without

farther Difficulty, for making Peace

with France by delivering this Coun-
trey up to them, rather than fuf-

fer fuch a Treatment from all their

Neighbours, who are more incei-efted

in the Lofs of it than themfelves. For
it cannot enter into the Marquis's

Head, why we fliould give France

more Aflurances than they defire, in

cafe of iS'/'(«/'«'s refufing the jilternative,,

and even contrary to our Treaty at the

Hague i and yet refufe to give Spain

the bare Aflurances of the words of

our Treaty, in cafe of France's Re-
fufal after having driven Spain to

all we can ask. Neither can the

Marquis imagine why we prefs him
fo much to fign a Projeft word for

word from Monfieur de Lyonne^ with-
out firft ufing our Endeavours at Pa-
ris, to reduce the Affair of Cities in

the Heart of the Countrey, to fome rea-

fonable Exchange j as we have al-

ways promifed him, and as I let him
fee in one ot your Letters: Nay,
without once endeavouring to hinder

the Dcvaftations in the Franche Compte :

So that by this Proje6t, he fees clear-

ly, he mull be confined within Bruf-

feli as in a Prifon, fhut up by French

Garifons, within feven Leagues of
him on one fide, and eight on the o-

ther } and that Burgundy may be inva-

ded as an open Countrcy, without the

Poflibility of defending it a Day. And
if the Peace be made upon thefe Terms,
every one may fee that France will only

wait till we are engaged in a Quarrel
with our Neighbours, or till fome
Mifunderftanding happen between our
two Nations, to fiuifh the Conqueil
of this Countrey , which they may
do in fifteen Days. However, the

Marquis fays, that in cafe we will give
him AlTurances to follow the third of
our feparate Articles, he is ready to

lign himfelf, or give Powers to fign

even Monfieur de Lyonne's Project im-
mediately, as the Foundation of the
Treaty j and will rely upon our good
Offices to negotiate either fome con-

venient

tcrees faites par 'vos Deputez pour la

fignature du projet de Monfieur de Li'

onne, fous la condition de ne rien chan-

ger, 6? meme fans luy donner la moindre

efperance de Vaffifler en cas que la France

recuky conformement aux ordres de la

Reyne i depuis cela (dis-je) fay fou-

vent o'liy dire a [on Exceliencey que s'il

etoit a cette heme au confeil cVEfpagne^

que fon avis feroit, qu'on fit fans marchan-

der raccord avec la France, en luy donnant

tout ce Pais, plutot que d'eiulurer un trai'

temcnt pareil, de la part de tous les Etats

"voifins de la Fhndre; le[quels doi-vent

etre plus intereffez dans la pcrte de ces

Provinces, que les Efpagnols eux memes.

Car il ne peut pas entrer dans Vefprit

du Marquis, que nans donnions a la

France plus d'ajfurancc qu'elle nen de-

fire, fuppose le refus d' Efpagne, (^ cela

mcme contre notre traite de la Flaye^

iS que nous refufions a VEfpagtie de Vaf-

furer fupplement des claufcs de nbtre trait

i

pour elk, en cas que la France refufe,

fur tout, apres avoir poufise VEfpagne h
faire tout ce que nous avons voulu. Le
Marquis n'imagine point auffi, pourquoy

nous le preffons tant pour la fignature

mot-a-mot du projet de Monfieur de Li-

onne, fans faire par avance tous nos ef-

forts a Paris, pour reduire l'affaire des

villes fituees dans le coeiir des Provinces,

a quelque echange raifonable: cela luy

avoit toujours ctS promis j £5? je Vert ay

moy meme affure par tine de vos lettres

que je luy ay fait voir. II s'etonne encore

pourquoy nous ne faffions pas nos efforts

pour empecher la demolition des places

dans la Franche-Compte . De forte qu'il

voit tres clairement, que par ce projet, il

fera dans Bruffelles comme en pifon, ou

en btage a Vegard de la France, fes gar-

nifons d'un cote nen etant qu'a huit

lielies, £5? de Vautre qW a fept. II v«it

de plus, que les forces de France entre-

ront dans la Bourgogne comme dans un
plat pais fans qu'on la puiffe couvrir

un jour entier. ^e ft la paix fe fait

dans ces termes, tout le monde voit que

la France n' attendra que le moment
de la premiere defunion entre quelqu'un

de nos voifins , on de la plus legere

meftntelligence entre nos deux Nations^

pour achever la conqu^te des Pais-Bas,

qui ne luy coutera plus de quitize jours.

Pourtant le Marquis dit, qu'en cas que

nous luy donnions des affuranccs dc pour-

fuivre le troifieme de nos Articles fepa-

rez, il efi pret de figncr ou donner les

pouvein d« figner le projet mmt felon

les
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venient Exchange for Burgundy^ or

to have it rcrtored in the condition it

was taken > or elfe find means to re-

pair the Towns demolifh'd. In cafe

you v/ill not be perluaded to give him

thefe Affurances, we muft endeavour

to finifh it all together at Aix, whi-

ther I fhall begin my Journey as foon

as we fhall have received the Sufpen-

fion of Arms. And I ihall not fail to

puifue as efFe£tually as I can, both

there and at other Places, the Accom-
plifhment of this great Affair > and

Ihall be glad to receive your Advice

from time to time, upon the Conduit

of this Negotiation.

Before I go, I rauft tell you freely,

that the lefs of Bufinefs you leave be-

tween the Marquis and your Deputies

here, I think it will be fo much the

better for the general Affair : For, in

one word, they are not Perfons made
for each other > the Marquis being of

a humour rather to die than be go-

verned in the Management of Bufi-

nefs : And he fays, Monfieur Bourgerf-

dycke is a Man not to be employ'd

but where you abfolutely give the

Law. I have already hinted fome-

thingof this to you; but now I think

it neceffary you fhould be informed

of it, that you may do thereupon as

you ihall find convenient : For I have

not obferved one thing in the courfe

of this Affair, which you and I could

not have compaffed without the leaft

Heat or Difcontent: And I will not

tell you the Pains and Cares I have
been at to manage Matters between
them, and prevent their breaking out
into Violences upon fo many Occa-
fionsj which I endeavoured by all

means to avoid i becaufe I know the

Difpofitions of Minifters are often in-

fufed into their Matters. I fee no-

thing in the World that can hinder

the Peace at prefent, unlefs France

finds fome Mifunderllandings between
ixs and Spain. To tell you the Truth,
many People would perfuade me, that

you have changed your Meafures fince

I left Holland: But I anfwer every

body, that I truft fo much to the Sin-

cerity of your Proceedings, that I do
not doubt, but if it were fo, your felf

would

les termes de Monfieur de Lionne^ com-
me fcrvant de fondement au traiti

:

^Cils s'en remettra a nos foins ^ a nos

bom offices pour la negotiation de quelque

echange commode a regard de la Bour-
gogne, ou bien d'une reftitution en I'etat

oil elle a ete prife^ ou pour trowuer les

moyens de reparer les lilles demoUcs. En
cas que vous luy refuficz a tous ces e-

gards les ajfurances qu'il demande ^ it

faudra que nous tdchions de reprendre £>

d" achever k tout enfemble^ (^ d'un

meme filet a Aix la Chapelle ; ou je com-
menceray a m" ache-miner des que nous

aurons regu, nouvelle de la jufpenfton

d'armes, (^ je ne manquerarai pas la, non
plus qu'ailleurs^ de pomfuivre de tout mon
pouvoir la conclufion de cette grande af-
faire. Je feray bien aife de recevoir de
terns en terns vos avis fur la maniere dont
cette negotiation fera conduite.

Avant que je parte^ il faut que je
vous dife franchement, que le moins

d'affaires que vous donnerez a difcuter

avec le Marquis a vos Deputez^ fera le

meilleur pour la caufe commune ; car en

un mot, ce ne font point des gens faits

les uns pour les autres. Le Marquis ejl

d'un humeur i braver plutot la mort.^

que de fouffrir d'etre maitrise dans la.

conduite (^ le maniment des affaires. II

dit
, que Monfieur Bourgerfdycke n'eji

propre a etre employe.^ que dans les lieux

ou vous donnez fowuerainement la lay.

Je vous en avois deja touchi quelque

chofe^ mats je croy a cette heure qu'il

eft neceffaire de vous le dire, afin que

fur cela vous en ufiez comme vous le ju-
gerez a propos. Je n'ay encore rien re-

marqui dans le cours de cette affaire

dont je ne fuffe venu a bout avec vous

fans le moindre chagrin, mais meme avec

agrement : Et je ne vous diray point les

peines £5* les foucls que fay eus a mena-

ger toutes chafes entr' eux, ^ a preve-

nir des eclats y les reparties picquantes

qu'ils etoient prets de fe faire a tout

bout de champ i fay employ^ pour cela

toute mon adreffe ; car je faifois cette

reflexion, que les difpofitions, ou, fi vous

voulez, les paffions des Miniftres ont

une grande influence fur celles du Mai-
tre. A cette heure je ne vois plus rien

qui puiffe empecher la paix, fi ce n'efi

que la France vit la diffenfton fe gliffer

entre VEfpagne tj nous. A ne vous

rien celer, il y a icy btaucoup de gens

qui voudroient bien me psrfuader que

vous avez change des mefures depuis mon
depart d'Hollande, mais jt leur repons

k teus



io<> Letters of Sir William Temple,

would be the firft to inform me.

You fee what Confidence I have in

your Perfon, and you may fafely have en vous, (^ vous pou-vez avoir la

the fame in that of.

a tons, que je mc repose ft fort fur i-otre

fincerite, i^ a la candeur de votre procc'

der, que fttppose que ce quails difent fuji^

vous auriez ete le premier a ni'cn in-

ftruire.

Voila qu'elle efl la confiance que fay

vie en^

SIR, MonGeur,

Tour, 8cc. Votre, 6cc.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lordi -^'-v, y^pril iS. N. S. i66S.

I
Never writ to your Lordfhip in worfe Health, nor in worfe Humour,
and therefore you could never receive a worfe Letter than this is like to be.

The Ceremonies of my Journey your Lordfhip {hall find in a Letter to Mr.
fFilliamfoK, fo foon as a Fever which is now upon me, gives me leave to

fay one Word more, than what I think of abfoJute Neceffity ; for fo I con-

ceive, all I have now written to the Marquis is. The Defpight of feeing

the Baron de Bergeyck yet refufe to fign the Proje£t of the Treaty, without
another Difpatch from the Marquis, after that I brought him, is enough to

lofe all Patience ; my ill Humour I confefs is not leflened, by feeing my felf

here, with equal Charafter to other Minifters, and without poffibility in this

Place, of putting my felf in an Equipage fuitable to them, which I could

not think poffible neither to provide my felf before my Journey, confidering

the Uncertainty of it, almoft to the very laft, and the AfTurance I came with

from the Marquis, of the Treaty's being figned the firft Moment. I aflured

the Marquis de Bergeyck, that I thought it neceflary, fo that I hoped three

Days would end our Bufincfs, which 1 believed his Majefty would unwillingly

fee done without his Intervention, and would be content to have all Men
think as they have done here, ever fince the Convention began (and perhaps

every where elfe) that nothing could be done, till the King's Miniiler came,

and that would immediately clofe the Affair. The reft I muft refer to the

inclofed Copy of my Letter this Night, to the Marquis, by an Exprefs; and
beg your Lordfhip to give mc leave to reft a very weary diftempered Head,
which yet can never forget how much I am.

My Lord, 6cc.

To the Marquis of Caftel- Au Marquis de

Rodrigo. drigo.

Caftel-Ro-

ylix, Jpril 28.

My Lord, N.S. i(568.

I
Arrived yefterday in this City.

This Afternoon I received a Vifit

from the Baron de Bergeyck, and ano-

ther from Monfieur Colbert. 1 treat-

ed them both equally ; upon a Mcf-
fage by a Gentleman fent from the

Baron

A Aix leiS.Avr.
Monfieur, S.N. 1668.

J'Arrivay hier en cette -ville. J'ay
refu cette aprcs-dinee une vifite de

la part du Baron de Bergeyck, £«?

une autre de la part de Monfieur Col-

bert. Je les ay traitez tous deux egale-

ment, fur la parole que le gentilhomme

envoyc



and other Mimjlers of State. 107

Baron to inform me, that he was al-

ready qualified Ambaffador of Spain,

by the Letters and Powers of the Queen
her lelF. Monfieur Beverning vifited

mc this Morning incognito ^ and all

that a great Indilpolition will fuffer

"me to tell you at prefent, is this, that

it is not pofllble to make any other

Paces for faving the Netherlands^ but

by immediately figning the Projedt

fent to the Baron de Bergeyck : For e-

very body expefted the figning of
it upon my arrival. The French Am-
tafTador declares every where, as he

has already done to me, that he is

ready to fign this very Evening, and

in all Points as they have been couch-

ed by our ownMinifters at Paris. And
if the Baron makes any Exceptions or

Difficulties, he is ready to give anfwer
thereupon, according to his Inftruc-

tions, and as he lliall think conve-

nient : But, that Spain mull impute to

it felf whatever may happen by this

lofs of Time. 1 fee plainly, he is

ready to fecond and afiift the Baron de

Bergeyck in any Delays that may be
given to the Affliir> and forefeeing

that it muft at length pafs in the words
of this Projeft, fincc we and Holland

are already engaged about it at Paris $

he hopes either to fee the Affair

break , or to have the Honour to

make Spain yield at lafi: upon all Dif-

ficulties they firil raifed. In the mean
while, Monfieur Beverning pretends

to think, that after the Orders given

to the Baron de Bergeyck^ and the

Copies of them fent into Holland., no
Difficulties can arife upon the figning :

And for me, I cannot refufe to carry

the Orders, and am in the greatelt

pain imaginable, to fee the Baron flill

make a Difficulty to fign without ano-

ther Order from your Excellency.

Therefore I defire you in the name of

all thofc who wiih well to the Affairs

of Spain and of Chrijlcndom., to dif-

patch an exprefs Command to the Ba-

ron, to fign without farther trifling,

and to fend him Inftructions for any

thing that your Excellency ihall find

convenient to have negotiated after-

wards} in which I ihall have Mon-
fieur Beverning's Alliftance, but not

at all before thePro.eft is figned.

If

envoye de la part du Baron m^a donnk,
que Jon Maitre etoit deja revctu du li-

tre d'Ambaffadeiir^ £5? qu'il etoit muni
des lettres (^ de plcins pouvoirs de /«

Reine elk meme. Monfieur Beverning
m'a aiiffi vifite incognito ce matin j £|
tout ce qu'une grande indifpofition qui me
retient a prefent permet que je dife %
V. E. c'efi^ qu'il ne rejle plus d'autre

demarche h faire pour fawver les Pais~
Bas, que de figner inceffamme'nt le projet

envoye au Baron de Bergeyck ; cela efi

fi vray que meme h mon arrivk tout le

monde en attendoit la ftgnature. Ce-
luy de France declare par tout apres a--

•voir declare cl moy m^me, qu'il eft pret
de figner des <e foir meme tons les points^

tcls qu'ils ont ete couchez par nos Alini-

ftres a Paris, ^.e fi le Baron de Ber-
geyck fait ou des difficultez, ou des ex-

ceptions , il donnera fes refponfes confor-

mement a fes inftru^ions, (^ felon hx-
igence des chofes; (^ qu' apres tout^

VEfpagnc ne doit attribuer qu'' a elk

feule les malheurs qui pewvent naitre de

tant de delais {5? de terns perdu. Je vols

fort bien^ qu'il eft pret a fuivre tff h
aider le Baron de Bergeyck dans tous les

retardemens qn'on pourra apporter h la

conclufion de cette affaire \ (j" que prc-

voyant que VEfpagne doit enfin s'accom-

moder des conditions 6? des termes dit

traite, vea Vengagement oh la Hollands

£jf nous fommes deja entres par nos Mi-
niftres a Paris j il fe promet ou de voir

Vaffaire fe rompre., ou d'avoir la gloir'e

de faire ceder I'Efpagne fur toutes les

difficultez qu'elle aura ni'ifes en avant

t

Cependant^ Monfieur Beverning ne s^at"

tend point a voir fufciter des noveaux

obftaclcSj i^ des nouvelles difficultez tou-

chant cette ftgnature^ apres des ordres

donnez au Baron de Bergeyck., ^ dont

les copies ont ete envoyees en Hollande.

Pour moy., apres Vavoir promis, je n'ay

pii reculer a porter les ordres, 6? ji fuis

dans la plus grande peine du monde di

voir que le Baron de Bergeyck fait dif-

ficulte de figner avant que d'avoir recH

un autre ordre de V. E. Ceft pour-

quoy^ je la fupplie au mm de tous ceux

qui fouhaitent le bien des Affaires d'Ef-^

pttgne, ^ de la Chretiente, d'ordonner

par un commandement expres, que Vor-

dre foit ftgne, c? qu'on n'y marchande

plus. V. E. donnera aujfi fes avis au

Baron de Bergeyck touchant ce qu'elU

trouvera bon qui foit negotiS dans la

fuite; cela fait., je pourray conter fur

h fecours i^ I'aide de Monfieur Sever*

ningt
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If your Excellency will not think

fit to comply with this, I difchargc

Ttiy [elf at leart of all the fatal EffeSs
that may arrive upon it. I defirc your
Exxcllency yet once more, to grant
this Difpatch to the Inftances of one
who had founded the Bottom of this

Affair with all poflible Attention, and
all the Refledlions I am capable of
making i and who forms a Judgment
of it, without other Paffion than that

I have for the Prefervat ion of Flan-

ders.

I am-i &c.

7iiiig^ dii quel j-e liattem rien^ tandis que

la cbiffe [era comme elk efl.

En cas que V. E. furoe d'autres voyes,

je me decharge far avance de tonics les

fuites funeftes qui en pourront arriver.

Je fiipplie encore urn fois V-E. de donner

cela aux injlances d'une perfonne qui a
approfondi cette affaire^ a-vec toiite Vat-

tention 6? Ici reflexion dont je j'uis capa^

hie ; 13 qui en porte un jiigement exempt

de Pajfion^ excepte celle quit a pour la

confervation des Pa'ts-Bas.

Je fuis, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord^ Jix, Jpril 7,0. N.S. i<J68.

IN the Hurry of thefe Expreffes to Brujfels^ all that I can poflibly do, is to

give your Lordfhip the Account of the State of our Bufinefs here, in the

Copy of thofe Letters I am forced to write to the Marquis. To which end
the Ambaffadors of Spain atid Holland have been very often with me already,

though I have not yet flirr'd out of Doors, and they are but now gone fuc-

ceflively from my Bed-fide. The Fruits of our Conferences your Lordihip will

find in the Enclofed, and will pardon me for doing nothing more at this time,

than barely acknowledging, and that in extreme hafte, yours of the loth and

1 5th, which are come here to my Hands : The torn Paper is the Original of a
Poftfcript I received juft now in a Letter from Monfieur de Witt, which I fend

in Anfwer to one I had lately from your Lordfhip. The Enclofed from my Se-
cretary to Mr. IVillidmfon^ gives Account of all the Ceremonies that have
been hitherto paft.

/ avi ever, ^c.

To the Marquis of Caftel-

Rodiigo.

u^ix, Apr. 50.

My Lord, N.S. 1668.

I
AM very much indifpofed, and

God keep me from thofe Acci-

dents, which the Defpight I have up-

on the prefent Courfe of Affairs may
caufe in my lUncfs. All I have to fay

is, that the Ambaffador of France has

Orders not to change a Word in the
Projeft as prepared by our Minilters

at Paris : The Dutch Ambaffidor has

the fame Orders from his Mailers : The
Nuncio preffcs aKo the Signing with-
out any Change ; and all the German
Minillers arc of the fame Opinion.

The

Au Marquis de CafieU

Rodrigo.

Aix le ^o Avr.
Monfieur, J'.iV. 1668.

TE trowve ma [ante fort ebranlee, 6?
a Dieu neplaife que les accidents,qu''cfi

capable de me caufer le depit que je

Teffens du train que prennent les affaires,

viennent fe joindre a mon indifpofltion.

'Tout ce que j'ay a dire c'eft, que VAm~
bajfadeur de France a ordre de nc chan-

ger pas un feul mot au projet de nos Mi-
nijlres qui font a Paris. Celuy d' Hoi-

lande a les menies ordrcs ; le Nonce da
Papc preffe la fignaturej isi infifle fur le

menie point : enfin, tous les Miniflres

d'Alkmagne font dans le meme jenti-

ment.

Le
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The Baron refufes to fign without

another Order from BrnlJ'eh: Upon
which the French Ambaflador preflcs

both me and Monfieur Bcverning to

give him an Aft, wherein we are to

witnefs, that he has been ready to fign

ever fince the Arrival of the Project.

The Dutch Ambaflador protefts he
cannot refufe itj and befides, that if

the Baron will not fign to Morrow, he
will depart, and return for Holland.

The Mofi Chriftian King has fent all

his Officers into the Field, and intends

to follow them in Perfon j fo that our
Minifters at Paris apprehend fome new
Accidents, unlefs they are prevented

by figning the Treaty. For my felf, I

have inftruftions to ufe all Means for

advancing the Peace in Concert with

the Dutch Ambafladorsj and can by
no means difagree with his Refolu-

tions. I bear with what Patience I

can the Mortification, to fee that I

muft pafs for a Perfon whom your
Excellency has impofed on, by giving

me an Order which your Minifler was
not to obey : But I cannot bear with
Patience to fee that the Affairs of all

Chrijiendom muft be abfolutely ruined

by a Caprice of the Baron de Bergeyck.

For I will not, as others do, impute
to your Excellency fuch a Feint as

that of drawing from us all Aflurances

you demanded, upon your Promife of
immediately figning the Treaty, and

then of giving me a fort of Order to

the Baron, contradi6ted before by a

counter Order in fecret.

I ihould not have left Brujfeh^ had
not your Excellency aflured me, that

the Baron fhould fign without Delay,
whenever I judged it neceflary. I now
find it fo V and have told him it is fo

very neceflary, that, I believe, France

would not have carried greater Advan-
tages, nor triumph'd more upon the

•winning of a Battle, than on the Ad-
vances they have made in this Affair.

For my felf, I was never in my Life
in great Mortification, than what I

have born in this Affair.

1 am-, 6cc,

yoL. 11.

Le Baron de Bergeyck refufe a figner

fans un nouvel ordre de Bruff'elles : La
defj'us VArnbaJJadeur de France prejje 6?
?noy (^ Monfieur Bevcrning de luy don-

ner un a^e, dans kquel nous temoignions,y

que depuis Varrivee du proje&, il a ite

tous les jours pret a figner. V Amhaf-
fadeur d" Hollande protefe qu''il ne pent

pas le luy refufer j ^ que meme., ft le

Baron de Bergeyck ne figne pas dans la

journee de demain, il partira d'icy pour
s'cn rctourner en Hollande. Le Roy
tres Chertien a fait partir tous fes Off-
ciers pour alter ouvrir la campagne^ i^
il pretend les fuivre en perfonne : De
forte que nos Miniflres a Paris apprehen-
dent des noveaux defordres., fi on ?i'ar-

rete tout ce grand mouvement par la fig-
nature du traitc. Pour moy^ les in-

flru6lions que fay revues., portent que je

n'epargne rien pour avancer la paix, tj?

que je faffe toutes chofes de concert avec
rAmbaffadeur d'Hollande., 6? je ne puis

en acune forte me departir de fes refolu-

tions. Je porte le plus patiemmcnt que

je puis., la mortification de paffer pour
un homme dont V. E. s'eft jouee., lors

qiCelle m'a fait expedier un ordre auquel
on ne devoit pas obeir, (^ que FotreMi-
niftre a en effet elude j mais je ne puis
•voir qu'a'vec la derniere inquietude., que
toutes les affaires de la Chretiente fe
hrouillent £<? fe perdent par le feul caprice

du Baron de Bergeyck. Car je me garde
hien de fuppofer comme les autres,, line

feinte en V. E. ij de luy attribuer de

nous avoir tendu un piege., en tirant de

nous les affurances demandies., fur la

promeffe de faire auffitot figner Ic traite-,

13 enfuite de m'avoir chargtf d'un ordre

pour le Baron de Bergeyck., qui par a-

vance etoit detruit par une inJlru5iionfe-
crete.

Je n'aurois jamais parti de Bruffelles.,

fiV.E. ne m'avoit affure debouche, que

la Baron figneroit fans y manquer tout

auffittt que je jugerois la chofe abfolu-

ment neceffaire. Nous nous fommes
"JUS., 13 je luy ay reprefente la chofe fi

prefsee^ ft neceffaire^ que je croy que la

France n^a pas remporte plus d'advantage,

ni ne fe foit erigee a elle meme un plus

grand triomphe par le gain dune bataille

que par les avances quelle a faites en

cette occafion.

Pour moy., je n'ay eu de ma vie une

plus grande jnortification que celle que j''ay

ejfuyee en cette rencontre.

Je fuis. Sec.

p r#
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To Mr. Williamfon.

S J R, ^'x^ -^pr. 30. N.S. 166S.

MY Maftcr being kept in his Bed by an lUncfs that feized him the firft

Night of his Arrival here, and iince increafed upon him by the Con-

ftraints he was forced to the next Day in the Reception of the feveral Ambaf-

iadors, hath commanded me to give you the Account of his Journey hither,

and delires you will help it to pafs with my Lord Arlington for that Promife

which he made in his laft, of doing it himfelf to his Lordfhip upon the next

Occalion.

He parted from Bruj[]els upon the 14th of this Month, with nine and twen-

ty Perfons in his Company, of which, ten in his own Livery. Befides thofe

wlio belonged to him, my Lord Stafford^ Captain Briir/adge, and Captain

Wefely, did him the Favour to accompany liim in his Journey, and twenty of

the Marquis's Guard for his Security, till he came the fecond Night into the

Land of Liege. The firil Night at Lou-vain pafTed without any Ceremony, not

taking upon him any new Character in the Spanifi Dominions : The fecond

Night he lodged at Hirkinracdt^ a very rich Abby oi Bcrnardin Nuns, where

he was received as the King oi England's Ambaflador. The next Morning the

Magiitrates of the Town oi HaJJ'el fent to inform whether he parted by their

Town of Haffel in his way to Maflricht, to the end they might do him the

Honour due to his Chara£ter : But my Mailer defiring to avoid thofe Ceremo-

nies chofe to pafs a private way about a^Mile from the Town j however, he

found all the Road where it lay over againft the Town crowded with People,

and among them the Magiftrates of the Town, who in the High-way enter-

tain'd him with a Speech, a Banquet, great llore of Wine, and all the great

Guns of the Town at the fame time.

The fame Night he arrived at Majlricht^ having only fent an ordinary Ser-

vant before to take up his Lodgings : Near the Town he was met by a Gen-

tleman from the Rhingrave^ to tell him, that if the Hour of his Arrival had

been known, he would himfelf have met him on the way, but however would

not fail to do it at his coming to Town. He was received there by all the

great Guns of the Town, the Garifon ranged through the Streets as he pafs'd,

and at the end of them a Volly of their fmall Shot. At his Inn he was imme-
diately vifitcd by the Rhingrave, and after him by the Magiftrates of the Town.
The next Morning he returned a Vifit to the Rbingravc, who would by Force

accompany him back to his Inn. As he went out, he had all the great Guns
of the Town thrice round, and greater Volleys of Shot than the Night before,

and the Rhingrave met him in his Coach about half a Mile out of Town, to

perform his iaft Compliment, having told my Lord Stafford that he had ex-

prcfs Orders from the States, to do all the Honour that was poffible both to his

Charafter and his Perfon.

From Mafiricbt he fent a Letter to the Baron de Fraijheim here, to give him
Notice of his intended Arrival upon Friday the 2.7th, but withal, to defire

him to keep it private, that fo he might enter with little Noife or Ceremony,

in regard he came upon a fudden Journey and a very ("hort Stay, and therefore

with the Train of the King's Refident at Briiffels^ rather than of his AmbafTa-

dor. The Baron de Fraijloeim did his part infupprefling the Knowledge of it,

but the Town having Notice by Orders they had given ^t Mafiricbt to that

Purpofc, fent one to meet him in the Midway with a Compliment, and defire

that they might receive him as they had done other Ambarfiidors. My Mafter
referred it to them to do as they pleafed, and the rather becaufe he heard that

the French AmbalT-idor had made a folemn Entry about fix Days before, with
a very great Train and Ceremony} and he thought by this more private Entry,
to avoid the Expcftation of any other: So he was received in the Town with
all ihe Guns, and the Burghen in Arms, and complimented immediately at his

Arrival both from the Magiftrates of the Town, and a Commander of the

Duke of Niei(ljurg"s, to afTure him that tiie Duke had given him Orders for

two



and other Minifiers of State, 1 1

1

two hundred Hovfe to attend him upon the Confines, and to accompany him
into the Town, as he had done the French Ambaflador at his folemn Entry,

and that the Baron of FrmjloeM% Aflurance of his defiring to enter privately,

had only prevented that Attendance.

The Night of his Arrival, my Mafter went about ten a Clock Incognito to

the Dutch Ambaflador's Houfe, refolving to tell him, that upon his Arrival

here, he intended to live after another fort with him than with any of the o-

ther AmbafTadors, as well in refpeft of the near Alliance between their Ma-
ftcrs, as of their Mediation. The Dutch Ambaflador happened to be in Bed,

but having heard of my Mailer's Intentions, came and vifited him early the

next Morning without Train or Ceremony, and gave him full Information of
all that had pafl'ed here, which made good what we met with every where
upon the Road, that nothing in the Peace could be done till the Arrival of the

King's Ambaflador here.

My Maflier's Indifpofition that Morning delayed his fending to give the feve-

ral publick Minifters Advice of his Arrival till about ten a Clock, and then he
was prevented by Compliments j firfl: from the French^ and then from the Spa-

jiifh Ambafladors, which were returned that Morning, and fucceeded in the

Afternoon by Vifits from them both in the fame Order.

My Mafiier upon his firft Interview with the Holland Ambaflador, inquired

of him what Intercourfe had pafled between him and the I'ope's Nuncio j

and finding that after fome Offices by third Perfons between them, it had ftiop-

ped upon fome Difficulties without coming to any Vifits or formal Compli-
ments: He fpake to my Lord Stafford when he made a Vifit of himfelf to the

Nuncio, to let him know in common Converfation, that my Mafter finding

by what had pafs'd between him and the Z)«/r^ Ambaflador, that the fame Dif-

ficulties were like to befal him, had omitted to give him any Advice of his Ar-
rival, but to tell him at the fame time, that he was very much a Servant to

the Merits of the Cardinal Padrone^ upon his Acquaintance with him at Bruf-

feh^ and was very glad to hear of the Continuance of his Health fince his laft

Recovery J and fo that Matter ended, as I fuppofe; my Mafter having no In-

ftru&ion in that Point, and therefore defiring as civilly as he could, to take this

Occafion of avoiding farther Commerce with him. 1 have nothing elfe worth
giving you the Trouble of, but am,

S I R^

Tour moji Obedient Servant,

Tho. Downton,

To the Ek6ior of Mentz. A I'EIedeur de Mayence.

jiix. May z. j^ix k iMay^
SIR, N.S.16SS. Monfieur, S.N.166S.

THO' my own Indifpofition, and ^~\UOr que mon indifpofition, 6?
Monfieur Schouborne's Affairs

,

V^ ks affaires de Monfieur Schon-
deprived me of the Happinefs of fee- borne ni'ayent empecbe de le voir
ing him fince my Arrival in this City, depuis mon arrlvie en cette vilksje n'ay
I would not however delay any Ion- pourtant pas voulu differcr plus long terns

ger to acknowledge the Honour of fans me fervir de cette voyc pour recon-

your Highnefs's Letter of the nth noitre Ihonneur que V.A. m"a fait par
paft, and to make you the Offers of fa lettre du iz. du pafse, ^ fans Im
my Services (fince, of the King my envoyer dans une des miennes les offres de
Mafter's Affeftion ,

your Highnefs mes fervices ; je dis de mes fervices, car
wants noTefl:imonies). In the mean pour VaffeSlion du Roy mon Maitre elle

while I fend your Highnefs the agree- efi ajfez connue a V.A.13 n^a pasbefoin
able News of the Peace, the Treaties de mon temoignage. Et meme terns je
whereof I have at prefent in my donneray h V. A. une nouvelle bien <?-'

Vol. II. Hands

}

P t gredble^
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Hands ; oi*e figned in Prefencc of the

Duub Ambafiadori and t'other in

mine > which I was glad to obtain by

Precaution, fo to furmount the Diffi-

culties railed upon delivering the In-

ftruments to the Nuncio. I give your

Highnefs Joy of an Affair fo impor-

tant to the Happincfs of Germany,

and your Highnefs may juftly do the

fame to the King my Mafter, who
though at diftance, and out of danger

of this Flame, has however contribu-

ted more to the extinguishing of it,

than all thofe who were moll inte-

refted in the Neighbourhood. And
finae this Peace, as well at that of

Portugal^ has fo juftly given his Ma-
jefty a Rank fo high among the Pa-

ciftci i your Highnefs will join your

Prayers to mine, that God Almighty

will pleafe to add alfo to his Charafter,

the £eati. And as your Highnefs has

all Reafon to believe the King my
Mafter your Friend, fo I beg your

Highnefs to cfleem mc always.

SIR,

greabk, pttifque jc luy apprendray que la

paix ejl conchiey fjf qtt''a Vbcure que je

luy ecriSj les traitcz en font er.tre mes

mams j I'tin fignc^ en prefence de fAm-
huffadeur d Hollande ^ tf? Vatttre en la

micnne^ cc que fay ete bien aife d^obtenir

par precautimr, £?" (ifin de furmonter ies

difficultez furi'enues lors qiCon a liiri les

Inftruments a Monfieur le Notice. Je
donne a V. A. totite la joye d,''une af-

faire qui importoit an honheur de PAlle-
magne^ comme elk la donnera avec ju-

Jiice au Roy mon maitre; car^ quay

qu'eloignc ^ a convert des flammes qui

devoroient tant da pais^ on dira pour-

tant avec jiijlice qiiil a fsul plus con-

tribue a eteindre cet embrajement,, que

tous ceux qui en etoient ^ les plus voi-

fns y les plus alarmez. Et puifque

cefte paiX) auffi lien que celle de Portu-

gal a Ji Icgitiniement place fa Mtjeflf
dans le plus haut rang entre les Pacifi-

ci. V. A. joindra fes prteres aux
miennes, afin que le hon D:eu y ajoute

aujji les Beati. Et comme die a tout

lieu de 'croire le Roy mon Maitre de fes

amisy je la prie anfj'i de m'efimer tou-

jourSy

Monfieur, 8cc.

Your Highnefs's moji^ &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, ^if, May 8. A^ S. i<J68.

SINCE my laft I have received your Lordfhip's ofthe 17th and 20th, which
both complain of the ill State wherein the Swedifj Treaty then ftood,

and command my Applications to the Marquis for a Remedy. I have infufed

it all I could pofllbly into the Baron de Bergeyck at his return from hence to

Bruffels^ which was in hafte, and immediately after the figning and difpatch-

ing away the Inftruments of the Treaty. Some here attribute his Hafte to an
Intention of avoiding any Speech of a general Guarantee for the Peace, which

with fo many Difficulties and Delays before the figning, as well as fo many
Declamations againft the Violence and Injuftice in preffing him to it, are E-
vidence enough of the Force by which the Spaniards have been compelled to

it i though I doubt of their being this Age in a Condition of making better

ufc of it. For my part, I was of Opinion, that fincc Don John was neither

arrived with Supplies, nor hardly expefted in any Time. Since Holland was
fo defperatcly bent upon the Peace, without any Refpeft to the Spanlfi Ho-
nour or Intereft, farther than joined immediately with their own ; fincc Spain

had not been able to find means to engage his Majcfty or Sweden in their

Quarrel by SuppHcs neceffiu'y to both Crowns: And fincc his iVJajefty was
not in a Condition of entring into the Bulincfs fingle, upon Confiderations of
Honour, Jurtice, or a remote Danger.- And confequently, fince upon the Pro-
je6ks made both at a time in Paris, it grew evident to Spain, ^li'il filoit paf-

fir far la ou par les fcnejlres. Upon all thefe Confiderations, I fay, I was
of
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of Opinion that the Spaniards Biifinefs was to end frankly and immediately
upon my Arrival here, thereby to have more Time for bringing the Ratifica-

tions of the Treaty figned here, from Spain within this Month, and fo avoid
all Pretexts (which I expefted) of France's breaking the Bufinefs, and which
I Icnew they would be ftrongly tempted to by the Spaniarch want or negle(2;

of Preparations, and by our Difconcert for their Defence. Upon thele Con-
fiderations I confefs I have prefs'd as hard upon the Baron de Bergeyck, as the
Dulch Ambaflador himfelf, to finifh the Affair, ever fince my Arrival, and
was at an end of my Patience to fee him ftop it upon fuch flight and unrea-
fonable Pretences as his two laftj which were, firft, not to infert his Pow-
ers, becaufe both his and thofe of France were fharp upon the Rife of the
War J but Monfieu^ Coibert'% were fent in that Style fince hfs Arrival here,

and only in return of the Marquis's, fince thofe he brought with him were
foft and without any Reflections : The Baron had been advifed by Monfieur
Beverning at his firft coming, to have them changed, had three Weeks to do
it, and yet made no Difficulty upon it till after the Treaty was figned, and
the Powers came to be inferted, which he refus'd to fuffer, faying, he ex peer-
ed new and fofter Powers within two or three Days, and in the mean time
would have had the Inftruments difpatch'd away without any Tranfcription
of the Powers, though in the Treaty mentioned as inferted : And I believe

Frame would not have wiHi'd a better Occafion to delay the Bufinefs beyond
a pofliblity of being ratified within the time. This Difficulty took up a
whole Day after the figning j and when the Baron was beaten out of it by
main Force, he threw us upon a worfej for, whereas his firft Powers, and
all he had ever given Copies of, or mentioned to any Minifter here, had only
run, as deputed from the Marquis with the fame Power to treat and conclude
as if his Majefty had been here in Perfon : When he inferted his Powers, af-

ter having made Monfieur Colbert\ E*prefs ftay a whole Day, he brings the
Inftrument with a Power agreeing in all Words with the firft, but only thofe

of Amhajfador and Plenipotentiary joined to his Deputation, v/hich put Mon-
fieur Colbert into fuch a Rage, that he was ready to tear all in pieces ; and
for five Hours Monfieur Beverning and I could draw no other Anfwer from,

the Baron, but that it was impoffible for him to do any otherwife, proteft-

ing he had no other Power here, the firft having been returned to the Mar-
quis upon the Tranfmiflion of this, the Advice of which he faid he had re-

ceived from Monfieur Beverning. With Monfieur Colbert we had no hopes
of prevailing to have his new Style allowed, nor had we indeed any reafon to
prefs it, being offered upon a Surprize, and there being no Colour for the
Marquis being qualified co fend an Ambaffador upon this Occafion : I was five
Hours upon the Rack with the Opinion the Bufinefs would ahfolutely break
by the Delays this would occafion ; and indeed out of all Patience with the
Baron, not believing it poflible he could be without his firft Powers by him j

and Monfieur Beverning and he were at thofe heights, that they were feveral

times upon the Point of drawing their Swords in my Room, and I believe

had done it in any other Place. But after all, the Baron confefs'd he had his

firft Powers, and Order to infert them, if he could not make the others pafs,

but Inftruftions to endeavour that to the utmoft j which to give him his due,
he a£fced to a Height that I could never have done without ftraining my own
Truth as well as my Bufinefs. And fo upon the 4th at Night all ended. My
Difl^itisfaftion with the Baron de Bergeyck's Condu6t fince I came hither, was,

I confefs, very great, and my Expreffions upon it very free in my feveral Ex-
preffes to the Marquis, who it feems takes part in it, and owns it fo far, as to
feem moft extremely ill fatisfied with the Minifters ufing fo much Earneftnefs
here in beating him out of all thofe Defigns. I have had three feveral Letters
from his Excellency fince my being here, upon that Subjedt, but all fo ill-

humoured and fo EmpoTtees, that I think they had been better fpared, and tho'
what was particular to me, civil enough, yet fome Expreffions concerning the
general Proceeding wherein I had the chiefeft Part, fo Picquantes.y that I thmk
1 have reafon to relent, and am fure have not defcrved it from any publick Mi-
nifter cit^- there or here ; and- having anfwered them accordingly, I know



114 L E T T E R s o/ iS'/r William Temple,

not upon what Terms we arc like to be upon my Return j and therefore

could not forbear giving your Lordfhip the trouble of this Relation, to juftify

my felf not only to your Lordfliip, for there I am fure it will not need ; but

if you cliink fie, to the Count Molina, and the Baron d' Tfola too, who may per-

haps have received Letters from the Marquis upon our Proceedings here, of

the fame Style that I have done.

I have been the more earneft in bringing this Matter to an IfTue here,

(which the Holland Arabaflador fays, had never been done without me,) be-

caufe I conceived by all I have had from your Lordfhip, as well as from o-

ther Hands, not only that you defired it in England, but that the Peace was
neceffary for the Conftitution of his Majefty's prefent Affairs : And lince he
has had the Glory of making two Peaces fo important, we have now nothing

to wi(h but to fee him in a Condition to make War as well as Peace, when-
ever the Honour and Intereft of his Crowns (hall make it necefTary ; for that

JSIeceflity can, I fuppofe, be no ways long avoided, but by our being in a Po-
fture to welcome it whenever it comes, and to make Advantage of it. And
I think the bell time to fall into Counfels tending to this great End, will be

after the ConcluGon of this general Peace, when no Engagement abroad for-

ces his Majefty to have fo much need of Money from his People. For, the

Time to repair the Harms that Storms have done a Houfe, is in fair Wea-
ther i and, to mend a leaky Ship, fhe muft be brought afhore.

God of Heaven fend your Lordfhip to be an happy Inftrument in the Pro-

pofal and Application of fuch Counfels, and that we may take warning by the

poor Spaniards Example, whofc ill Conduft of late in the Government has fo

far fubjefted them to their Neighbours Difefteem, and Infolence, and Hu-
mour, as well as to their Conquefls, Violence, and Oppreflion; which I

confefs have been enough to put them upon fuch defperate Counfels as your

Lordfhip mentions, of giving up all to the French in thefc Countries, rather

than be the bare Guardians of others Frontiers. And yet all thefe Misfortunes

are the natural Confequences of their Conduft, and will never fail befalling

any Prince, that follows their Example. I wifh That might befal the French,

^ enga-

ged in fomc very charming Picafures, or clfe in fome more diflicult Enterpri-

zes than his lall and where we may not have fo great a Share : That which
they talk on here may poffibly prove lb, which is drawing or forcing the Em-
pire to choofc the Dauphin King of the Rowans ; for though his Party be grown
llrangely powevful in Germany, and \i Brandenburgh be falling into it as is be-

lieved, none will be left to the Houfe of Jtiftria that I know of, unlefs Saxony

and Triers ;
yet fuch a Body fo differently compofed as the Empire, fliould me-

thinks very hardly move all one way in any new Courfe.

Monfleur Colbert talks of his Mafter's fending immediately ten or fifteen

thoufand Men for the Relief of Candy, which were a glorious and Chriflian

Counfel, and in all ways that can be, to be cherifhed and applauded: And if

any Offices could be done towards engaging the French Court in that Defign,

by us or the Dutch, I think they are not ill beftow'dj about which I have

entcrtain'd Monfleur Beverning, who is of my Mind, and have infinuated the

fame Notions among the German Minifters here, who fwallow it greedily > and

I hope it may take effc£t, and help to free all thefe Parts of the Jealoufy which
fo great an Army muft needs give, as this Peace is like to leave idle upon the

French Hands.
I intend to begin my Journey to Brujfels to Morrow, Monfieur Beverning

being gone to Day > but I doubt I fhall be five or fix Days upon the Way,
not knowing any thing now that prefTes me to more than ordinary Hafte.

I received 600/. owing me upon my Employment there before my coming
away, and was very forry to find by a Letter of my Wife's, that the Fear ihe

had of my being dilappointed in that Particular, made her draw up a Memo-
rial which it feems the Council was troubled with, about my private Con-
cernments: I may very truly and juftly difown it, as I do, and hope Ihe will

be
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be pardoned for too forward a Care and Concernment in that bufinefs : For,

as to the Charge of my Journey here, when your Lordfliip thinks fit to com-
mand it, I fhall fend you the exaft Account which my Secretary keeps, of all

I fpend, and leave it in your Lordfhip's Hands^ for his Majefty to do as he
pleafes in it } which is all the Trouble I fhall give you or my lelf about it.

Jam ever with equal

PaJJion and 'Truth^ Sec.

15

To the Marquis of Caftel-

Rodrigo.

^ix. May 8.

My Lord, N. S. 1668.

I
Received yours of the 4*'' Inftant

;

and am glad your Excellency is fo

extremely fatisfied with the Modera-

tion, (as you are pleafed to ftyle it) of

the Baron de Bergeyck; while at the

fame time you are fo much provoked

at the Complaints I made of his Con-
du6t here. 1 lliall always openly con-

fefs, that feeing Don Juan's Arrival

with the intended Supplies delay'd,

and perhaps wholly frullrated ; feeing

Holland fo defperately fond of the

Peace, without confidering the fnte-

refts of Spain j feeing the Emperor
appear wholly difintcrerted in the Mat-
ter; feeing Spain had ufed no Endea-
vours to engage the Kmg my Mailer,

or S-vjeden, otherwife than by fair

Words; and that his Majefty was not

in a condition to enter into the Affair

alone,upon pure Con'iderations of Ce-
nerofity or of a Danger at diftance:

Seeing alfo, that Spair^ approved even
the firft Projed of Peace drawn by
Monfieur ^f Lionne : I thought, upon all

thefe Confiderations, that it was their

Intereft fincerely to finilh the AfFair,and

gain the moft time polfible, to get the

Ratifications from Madrid j and by that

means take away from France all Hopes
or Pretext of breakmg,without fuch an

Evidence ofFalfhood and Ambition, as

would make Holland oi neceflity engage

in your Defence. And upon the lame

Confiderations I urged the Baron de

Bergeyck all I could, to finifh the Af-
fair ; as foon as 1 faw, that neither the

Ambaflador oi France nor Holland, a-

ny more than the Nuncio, would
hearken to Propofitions of changing
any thing in the Pro)ta. And, be-

fides, I thought, all the Difficulties

the

Au Marquis de Caftel-

Rodrigo.

Aix, 8 May,
Monfieur, S. N. 1668.

J^AT regu la "jotre du 4. de ce mois'y

(^ je fuis bien aife que V. E. s'eft

fi fort fatisfaite de ce qii'elle appelle

la Moderation da Baron de Bergeyck,

pendant qu'elle tcmoigne etre fi picquee

de Vaigreur que 'fay fait paroiflre en.

me plaignant icy de fon precede. J'a-
voueray tout puhliquement, que voyant

retarder avec I'arrii'ee de Don Juan,
les fecours defiinez t^ promis, 6? voyant

qu''on en feroit peut etre fruflre •, voyant

VHollande fi eperduement amoureufe de

le paix fans egard aux interets d'Ef-
pagne j voyant VEmpereur jouer dam
cette affaire le role d'lin Prince parfaite-

ment definterefse •, voyant que VEfpagne
n'avoit encore agi aupres du Roy mon
Maitre, (^ aupres de la Suede, que par
des belles paroles ; connoifj'ant quefa Ma-
jefle n'etoit pas en etat d^ntrer feule

dans cette epineufe negotiation; (^ que

pour la porter a le faire, il faloit autres

chofes que de purs motifs de generofite ;

Enfin, voyant VEfpagne elle meme ap-

prouver le Projet de Monfieur de Lionne,

tel qiVil I'avoit drefse : Faifant attention

a tantes ces chofe'i, j'ay cru que leur in-

terct demandoit qu'ils achevaffent fran-
chement Vaffaire; gagnant le phis de

terns qu'il feroit poffibk four faire venir

les ratifications de Madrid ; (^ otant

par la a la France tout pretexte, £5?

toute efperance d^en venir h une rupture j

a moins qu'elle voulut elle meme e'taler

fa honte, £5* faire voir fi a decouvert

fa perfidie £5? fon ambition, que necef-

fairement VHollande fe trouveroit enga'

gk dans vdtre defenfe. Ces memes con-

fiderations ont fait, que fay poufse, au-

tant qu'il m'a eie poffible, a terminer

pvomptement Vaffaire, des que favois

clairement appergu, que ni VAmbaffa-
deur
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the Baron made upon the Signing ve-

ry unfcalbnablc, and of ill Ccnfcquencc

to the Affair} and I fhewcd him how
much he was in the wrong to con-

plain of the lliarp Powers of Monfieur
Colbert^ which were drawn up only

in Revenge to yours, his former ones

having been without any Rcfleftion

upon what was pafl : And the Baron
(•/.' Bcrgcyck having had three Weeks
time to fend for fofter Powers, and
more proper for treating of a Peace.

I was alfo ill fatisfied to fee him keep

us three or four Days on the Rack till

the Afl'air was jult breaking, only to

infcrt a new Power with the Word
Jmba(]aclo'i\ which the Nuncio never

heard the Baron once mention before j

there being nothing of it in thofe

Powers v/hereof he had given a Copy.
And, as infignificant as thefe Acci-

dents feem to be, I think they were
fuch, that if Monfieur Colbert, either

by his own Difpofition, or the Inte-

refts of his Brother, had not been very

much inclined to the Peace } I am
perfuaded, that this great Moderation

of the Baron de Bcrgeyck^ had wholly

ruined the Affair.

lam youTi 6cc.

dear de France^ ni celuy d'Hollande^ non

plus que le Nonce^ ne voitloient point ecou-

ter la propofttion de changer quelque chafe

aux termes dti Projet. Et meme j'ay

regarde toiites les difficultez du Baron de

Bergeyck fur la. fignature^ comme faites

hers de propos^ 6? d'une facheufe influ-

ence pour la conclufion de Vaffaire.

Je luy ay donne le tort qu'il s^efi

plaint ck la forme en laquelle etoient

con^us les powvoirs de Monfieur Col-

bert -^ ilya cru y entrevoir de Vaigreur,

fans faire reflcSfion qu'ils etoient drejfez,

a rirnitation^ £3* pent etre a I'envi des

votres; les premiers Pouvoirs de Mon-
fieur Colbert ayant etc con^us fans au-

cune relation au pajse; £?* le Ba-
ron de Bergeyck ayant eu trois ft-
maines pour faire venir des pouvoirs plus

doux ^ plus fortables a la paix. J'ay
ete auffi fort indigne de ce qu'il nous a
retenu trois ou quatre jours a la gene ; ^
cela parce qu'il vouloit infercr un noii-

veau pouvoir avec le mot ^/'Ambaffadcur.

Le Nonce n'en avoit jamais ouy parler

auparavant au Baron; car la moindre

mention n'en avoit pas ete faite dans les

pouvoirs, dont il avoit donne copie. Quel-
que legcrs que puiffent paroitre de tels

incidensje croy pouvoir dire, que ft Mon^
fieur Colbert par la fituation des affaires

i3 des interets de fin frere, ne s'etoit

pas trouve tout-a-fait porte a la paix, je

fuis perfuade que cette belle fjf louable

moderation qu'on vante en Monfieur Ber-

geyck, auroit fuffi pour gdter tout.

Je fuis, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

Aly Lord, Bruffeh, Mayxz. N.S. i<J68.

YOUR Lordfhip's of the firft current, referred me to another I was toex-
ped by the following Poft, with particular Dircftions how to purfuc the

Sisjedifh Affair here ; but that being not yet arrived, I have hitherto been on-
ly able to make fome general Diligences therein, together with the Holland
Deputy in a joint Audience this Morning. The Marquis's Guard confided
chiefly in thefe Points ; that what he had promifed of fending Powers to the
Count Molina, was in time of War, and with Intention of engaging Sweden
with us in the Affair. That the Peace has alter'd that Meafure ; and though
he had full Powers to grant what he thought fit in the time of War, whofe
Accidents admitted not Recourfe to Spain, yet he had not the liime in time of
Peace, but had written effeftually upon this Subjeft. That, in the mean time
he expefted to know the Effeft of this League, and fee the Form of Guaran-
tee it fliould produce, with what Concert, and what Advantages for the Affairs

of thefe Countries, of which he had yet received no particular Account from
the Count //c Molina. That he did not underftand why Spain fhould fatisfy

the Expence of thofe Months which the Sivedes had kept up their Troops on-
ly
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ly at the Defire of Holland, and without any Reflexions upon the Bufinefs of
thefc Countries, which was from the time of the Conclufion at Breda, to that

of our League at the Hague, wherein Count Dena enter'd, and which fcem-

ed the firll Inftance of the Swedes concerning themfelves in this Counirey or

Spain's Affairs.

The Holland Deputy prefs'd his Excellency hard upon his Promife, and his

declaring to us, that he had fent his Powers to the Count Molina, purfuing

him with Res non ejl iniegra, and, Mandatum non potcfi rcvocari, and fuch Civil

Law Arguments, till it grew warm, and lo not very proper for a Man in ill

Health, nor in my Opinion, for the Bufinefs as it ftands ; ib that I was fain to

divert it upon my Expeftation of new Powers and particular Inllruftions, by
which I hoped to be able to give the IVlarquis Satisfaction in the Proje£t of the

intended Guarantee.

This Morning arrived Sir 'John T'revor's Secretary, with Direftions to brin^

the Bufinefs of the Ratifications to a Period, by carrying one from hence foi

Sureties Gtkc, in cafe that from Spain fhould fail, which is expefted upon th'

very Treaty figned at ^ix; and withal to concert other Circumilances in thi

manner of the Exchange, which is made very imperfeft in the Treaty j tha

is, one to be delivered at St. Germains, and the other at Bruffids. I carriec

the Secretary this Afternoon to the Marquis, and we have fallen upon this A-
greement ; That to Morrow he fhall return for Paris with a Ratification up-
on the Treaty at Jix, and with Infcrtion of the fame Powers ; a Blank now in

the Marquis's Hands being to be filled up in that Form, and to be dated the

1 6th current, which will anfwer a Poffibility of a Poit going to Madrid after

the id, when the Treaty was figned at Aix, receiving this Ratification there,

and returning to Paris by the Z4'h, the Day this Gentleman expefts to arrive

there.

For the Exchange it fiiall be made at Paris, and by the Hands of our Mini-
fters there, who fliall deliver the Spanijl: Ratifications, and at the fame time re-

ceive the French, with which the Marquis is content, and will proceed to the

publifhing of the Peace, fo foon as our Miniflers are pofl^efs'd of the FrenchRa.-

tifications, which may afterwards be fent hither at leiiure. The Day we pro-
pofe for exchanging the Ratifications is the 16'^ and the 28^*1, for publifhing
the Peace, in cafe we receive a Courier by that time with Advice of the trench

Concurrence in that Day.
For the manner of executing the Treaty, I confefs I was of Opinion, no-

thing fhould be mentioned of it till the Exchange and Publication were pafs'd,

fince new Difficulties may arife upon it, which will beeafiefl overcome when
the thing is done, and perhaps the Parties will have begun to difarm : The
Marquis was of my Opinion in it, and therefore has propofcd only in that
Point, that after the Publication, Commiffioners may be appointed on both
fides to meet upon it, and the Mediators defired by both Parties to intervene
likewife by their Commiflioners, for the better compofing of any Difference
that may ariie between the Parties, and to whom the Adjudication of fuch
Difference may be referred : The Place of Meeting to be OuAenard or Cour-
tray, as moft commodious for Adjudication of the Limits which may fiiU in

Difpute. After this Matter thus digcftcd, and Promife of the Ratifications to
be in my Hands to Morrow by Noon, I came away with Sir John Trevor's

Secretary j but the Marquis fent after me, to defire he might fpeak with me
alone > and told mc, he was to thank me for fparing him this Morning in Dif-
putcs he was falling into with the Holland Deputy : That in fhort, the Dutch
had crofs'd him in an Alliance he was making laft Year with Szi-edeu, becaufe
they would make themfelves Mailers of the Affair; and now would buy the
Sivcdes Dependance at the Coft of Spain. That he had all the Reafon in the
World to be fatisfied with his Majefty's Conduft of this Affair, but little in

the Dutch : That he knew no Reafon why they fhould not pay what they had
promifed to S'-Jueden after the Treaty of Breda, nor why all the Money Spain
could fpare fliould not be given his Majefty upon a nearer Lengue between us,
who was the only Prince had proceeded affeftionately and generoufly in the
Sp.tnifJj Affairs, and who was the belt able to fupport them in cafe he were in

Vol. IL Q_ Condi-
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Condition to make War without his Peoples Purfes : That he expected the

Baron Ifola fuddenly here for Conclufion of the Guarantee, and this Affair

with Sweden: And that at la(t, if it murt be paid by Spain, it fliould be all

laid in his Majcfty's Hands to difpofe of as he pleafed. I gave his Excellency

Thanks for Expreflions fo obliging in what concerned our Part in this whole
Affair J but dciired him to take it for a Ground in all the SupcrlbucSturcs to be

made upon the prefent Foundations : That Spain mull: not difobligc Holland

even to oblige us, but dilTemble any Rcfentments they had given him, and fa-

crifice them to the Advantage both we and Spain received by their prefent Se-

paration from France. And fo our Difcourfes ended, and we are returned into

the fame good Correfpondcnce we were in before I went to yfix^ which had
been interrupted by fome Letters I received from his Excellency there, and
fome I returned in the Style I thought they deferved j it being perhaps natural

to the fame Men, to be the leaft fubjeft to do Injuries, and the leall capable of
receiving them : For it is eafy enough to find Morals for the firft, but Chrifli-

anity enough for the laft, I doubt is difficult.

/ am ever^ See.

To Monfteur de Witt.

Brujfeh^ May zj.

SIR, N. S. 1668.

BY my laft from Aix I gave you
Account of the Signing of the

Peace, and was in hopes by this, to

have given you alfo an Account of the

Ratification, which is not yet arrived

ixomFarii. Mean while the Ravages
made by the French Troops over all

the Countrey,and their Approaches to

this City, alarm us here, as if they had

a Defign to wrangle upon fome For-

malities, and in the mean time put

themfclves in a Condition to carry the

greateft Advantages upon Expiration

of the Truce. I will not have the leaft

Sufpicion of fuch a Proceeding; the

molt Chriftian King having already gi-

ven Notice of the Peace to the Pope
and other Chriftian Princes : And
('which is of greater Weight) knowing
that Sweden has already enter'd into

the Triple /UUarice. Therefore the Bu-
finefs that gives me moft Pain, is to

draw from Spain the Satisfaftion ftipu-

latcd to Siveden^ upon which your De-
puties here have without doubt already

given you the Marquis's Anfwers, tho'

indeed foniewhatcold and uncertain. I

have fincc given him a very prefling

I.eticrfrom the King my Mafter upon
tlic fame Subject, but have had yet no
Anfwcr, farther than that he has not

yet fccn our Triple Alliance, nor knows
the Advantages given to Spain by it,

or whether they are equal to Spain and
France. He makes Difficulties alfo up-

on

A Monfieur de Witt.

BruJfeUes, le ij Ma)\
Monfieur, S. N. 1668.

PyfR ma derniere lettre eVylix la Cha-
pellc, je I'ous ay appris la fignature

de la paix, i^ j'efperois par cclle-cy vous

apprendre la ratification > mais elle rt'eji

pas encore arri'vee de Paris. Cependant,

hs ravages faits par les Troupes Fran'

foi/es dans toute la Flandre, {^ leurs ap-

proches de cetie "jille, caufent encore de

I'alarme icy, comme s'ils avoient dejfein

de chicaner fur quelques formalitez, ^
en attendant, fe mettre en etat de rtm-
porter les plus grands aijantages au mo-
ment de respiration de la Treve, Je ne

veux point former le moindre foupfon
d'un tel precede dans les Francois; le

Roy tres Chretien ayant deja donn^ avis

de la paix.^ tant au Pape qu''aux autres

Princes : Et (ce qui eft de plus grand
poids) fachant que la Suede a deja entrc

dans le Triple Alliance. Ceft pourquay,
la chofe dont je me mets le plus en peine,

eft de tirer de VEfpagne la fatisfaEiion

flipulee pour la Suede. Vos Deputez icy

I'ous ont fans doute deja communique fur
cet article les rcponfes du Marquis, a la

verite un peu froides (^ incertaines. jle

luy ay remis depuis, une lettre de la part
du Roy mon Maitre fur ce fujet, fort

preffante, mais je n'en ay jufqu^ icy pCt

tirer d''autre reponfe, ft non qu'il n'a pas
encore vu le traite de notre Triple Alli-

ance, i3 qu'ii ignore quels avantages y
font contenus pour VEfpagne ; (^ s'ils

font balances egalcment entre la France

^ VEfpagne. 11 forme aujft des diffi-

cultez
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on the Subfidies of thefe Months pad
between the Treaty at Breda, and ours

at tlie Hague, which was (as he fays)

the firft Day that Siioedcn began to

confider the Affairs of Spain ; and he

adds, that he has writ into Spain upon
this Matter, and waits an Anfwerj

his Powers being more ample in time

of War than of Peace.

By the Thread of his Difcourfe I

imagine, that he is fufficiently con-

vinced of the NeceOity of the Affair,

and that he will agree to it j but know-
ing that he has time till the Ratifica-

tion comes from Sweden, he makes ule

of it, either firft to fee the Supplies of

Money expeded with Don John, or

perhaps, becaufe there are fome Na-
tures in the World who never can pro-

ceed fincerely in Bufinefs, but are al-

ways for gaining Time, which they will

do if they were going to their Wed-
ding, as much as if they were going

to their Execution.

Mean while the King my Mafler

has thought good to order another

Letter to be writ to the Queen of

Spain her felf upon this Subjed, and

to come to an end of this Affair, not-

withftanding the DifSculties that may
arife here : And I think it will not be

amifs if the States obterve the fame

Order, writing a Letter to the Mar-
quis, and at the fame time another to

the Queen, to prefs the Affair, and

both in civil Terms, without fharpen-

ing the matter, or feeming to make
Difficulties upon the Ratifications of

the Guarantee, at leaft, not to make
them appear greater than they are. I

have told my Opinion in this Affair,

and I have dealt with the Spaniards

long enough to know a little of their

Genius J nor do 1 doubt coming to an
end of this matter, as well as 1 have

done of others more difficult, provided

we go the fame way, as having to do
with the ixme. People.

I doubt not but you will be of my
Opinion, that it will be neceffary after

the Peace is made, to endeavour at

coming to fome Exchange of Places,

as well to remove the French from your
Frontiers, as to leave the Spaniards in

a better Condition of defendmg them-
felves againfl any new Surprize or At-
VoL. It. ' tack

:

cultez fur les fiibjides, des Mots ecoitlez

entre la conclufion dii traite a Breda, (^
la date du mtre a la Haye, qui etoity dii

il, le premier jour que la Suede a com-
mence cPexaminer les affaires d'Efpagne,

(^ d'y faire attention. Enfin il ajoute

qu'il a ecnt en Efpagne fur cette ma-
tiere, (^ qu'il en attend la reponfe, fes
Pouvoirs etant plus ampks en terns de

guerre qu'en terns de paix.

Par la fuite de fan difcours fay cru-

appercevoir, qu'il efl afses perfuadi de

la neceffite de Paffaire, £s? qu'il y "veut

venir; mais commc il fait, qu'il a du
terns jufqu a la ratification venue de

Suede, il tache de s'en fervir, dans /'«-

fperancc que les fecours d'argent arrive-

ront avec Don Juan. Mais peut itrs

que ce temporifcment a un autre prin^
cipe, £5? qu'il y a des efprits dans le

monde faits de telle forte, qu'ils ne fau-
roient jamais aller rondement en he-

fogne, (^ qui fongent toujours a gagner

du terns, lors mcme qu'il s'agit d'aller

aux noces-j comme lors qu'il efl queftion

d'aller a la mort.

En attendant, le Roy man Maitre a
trou-ve hon de faire ecrire une autre let-

tre a la Reynt d'Efpagne elk mane fur
ce fujet, pour venir a bout de cHte af-

faire, malgre les dificuUez qui fe pour-

ront rencoHtrer icy. 11 me fcmble qu'il

ne feroit mal a propos que Mefjieurs les

Etats fuiviffent la mcme voye, [3 qu'ils

fiffent ecrire au Marquis £5? en ;:,'::'/e :i:ms

a la Reine, afin de preffer I'affaire. Ces
deux let ires etant concsues en termes

obligeans., ^ au lieu d'aigrir le different.^

t3 de groffir les difficultez, paroiffant

avoir pour but de pacifier toutes choj'es,

13 de tendre a une prompte conclufion

tonchant les Ratifications, de la Guaran-'

tie, pourroicnt produire un trcs bon effet.

Voila mon opinionfur cette affaire : J'ay
eu un affez long commerce avec les Ef-
pagnols pour connoitre un peu leur genie ;

13 je ne doute point que je ne vienne h
bout de ce que fay entrepris, amfi que je

fuis deja venu a bout de chofes plus dif-

ficiles, pourvii que nous tnarchions tous

d'un meme train, ayant affaire a mcmes
gens.

Je ne doute pds que vous ne foyez
comme may du fentiment, qu'apres la

paix faite, il fera neceffaire de faire nos

efforts pour amener les chofes a un echange

des places, tant pour eloigner les Fran'
fois de vos frontieres, que pour laiffer les

Efpagnols en etat de fe fnieux defendre

contre ck nouvelles furprifes (3 de ntuvel-
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tack .- And this will defcrve your

Thoughts upon it > I mean, the man-

ner by which you muft begin and car-

ry on this Aftair. And, I think, the

beftOccafion of cntring into the Bufi-

nefswili be upon the Execution of the

Peace j and to rcprefcnt that the Re-

ftitution of Burgundy in the Condition

it is in at prcfent, is an Offer not agree-

able to the Promifes of the moftChri-

iban King.

I have dcfired y[on£itur Beverning to

difcourfe you about a fmall Particular

in our laft Inftrument of the Marine^

which does not fecm to me of any Im-

portance, but by which fome of your

good Friends have undertook to refleft

particularly upon me : But having had

no News of Monfieur Be-verning fince

his Departure, I fliould be glad to

know that he fpokc to you of it, and

what you think.

Ics invafions. Cecy merite vos reflexions,

f^ous peftferez auffi a la maniere dont il

faiidra s'y prendre pour entamcr (y pour-

fiiivre cetle affaire. II me femble que I'oc-

cnfion la plus propre d'entrer en matiere

fur cclci., fera fur Vexecution d^ la paix ;

y de reprefenter^ que la reftitution dt

Bourgogne dans Vetat ou il efl a prefent,

efl une offre peu (onvenable aux profnejfes

du Roy tres Chretien.

y'ay prie Monfieur Beverning de vom
entrelenir fur une petite particularity

touchant noire dernier memoire fur la ma-
rine i la chofe ne me paroit pas impor-

tante.y mais parce que quelques nns de vos

bans amis ont pris a tciche de me blamer

moy feul en particulier : Comme je n'ay

point eu de nouz-clles de Monfeur'Bevern-
ing depuis fon depart, je feray bien aife de

fa'voir s'il i-ous en a pari}, £5? ce qui

vous en femble.

Je fuis, &c.

To Monfieur de Witt

SIR.
London, July %.

1(568.

HAving taken fo much part in your

good Fortunes, and the Applau-

fes given you by the World, it's but

reafonable I fhould alfo take part in

your Lofles, and tell you with equal

Difpleafure and Truth, how much I

am concerned at your late Misfortune.

I have Jong obferved, that your Fa-

tigues for the Publick were eas'd by

your domeftick Entertainments ; and

inftead of thofe Diverfions which o-

thers feek in Vice and Extravagance,

you always placed yours in the inno-

cent Pleafures of Conjugal and Pater-

nal Affeftion. I have obferved alfo,

how happily you difcharged your fclf

of all Affairs of your Family upon a

Lady who now lives no more but in

the iVIemory and Elteem of all thofe

that knew her > and therefore I am but

"too fenfible how nearly this Lofs mull

afflift you ; and that it is neither jull

nor decent to give you Confolation

upon it lb foon. Therefore I will on-

ly fay, that if it were not for this fad

Occahon, you would have wanted one
great enough to Hkw the Strength of
your Mind, which is often apter to

link under Domeltick Accidents, than

thofe

A Monfieur de Witt,

De Londres le 5.

Monfieur, Juill. i6<J8.

ATant pris tant de part dans vos

profperitez, i3 dans les applau-

diffemens que vous recevcz de tout le

monde j il efl bien jufle que fen prenne

dans vos difgraces (^ dans vos pertes >

y que je vous dife avec autant de dou-

leur que de verite, que fay ete vivement

touche de la derniere perte que vous ve-

nez de faire. II y a long terns que fay
remarque que votre domeflique vous a
toujours fervi d^unique relachement dans

les fatigues que vous caufent les affaires

pnbliqucs^ (3^ qu''au lieu de recourir i ces

divertijfemeris qui approchent fi fouvent

de Vextravagavcc (^ du crime, vous fai-

flez toujours confifter les votres a culti-

ver les fruits de Vamitie conjugale, £9'

de la tcndrejfe paternelle. J'avois re-

'inarque aujji, avec quelle joye i^ quelle

confiance vous vous etiez decharge de

tous les fins de minage fur cette vertu-

eufe epeufe, qui ne vit pins ^ prefent que

dans Veflime i3 le fouvenir de toutes les

perfonnes qui Vont connue ; £3" par la je

ne fens que frop combien fa perte vous

doit jenfiblcmcnt toucker : ni la bienfe-

ance, ni la raifon ne fouffrent point que

fenlreprevne de vous confoler fi fuhite-

nient. Cefl ponyquoy je vo!:s diray feu-

lement.
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thofe of Court, or of a War : For by

thefe a Man is only harden'd every

Day, but he is Ibften'd and made more

render by the others. I beg you there-

fore not to negled this Occafion of

your Glory > nor to forget, in the

midft of your Grief, that you have

this long time efpoufed the Good of

your Countrey, and of Cbriflendom it

felf, in thefe laft Conjunftures, to

which you owe all your Applications

and Carefles. I hope thefe will be at

prefent fome Comfort to you, or at

leaft a Diverfion, as they have former-

ly been a Fatigue and a Pain.

Having begun this Letter only to

condole with you upon this fad Occa-

fion, I will not intermix any thing of

Bufinefs, only to tell you, that the

King my Mafter prefles me every Day
to prepare for my Voyage, which I

ihall delay no longer than my Do-
meftick Affairs have made it neceflary

after fo long an Abfence. In the mean

while I afTure you, I find nothing here

that can any way change or flacken

the Purfuit of our true and common
Interefls, which confifl in the Firm-

nefs of our lalt Alliance. But of this

I ftiall tell you more when I fee you.

I am^ Sir, your, 6Cc.

IcmeHt, que fans um fi trifle occafion^

vous n'aiiriez pas en celle efelaler toule

la force de "jvtre ante, qui fuccombs

quelque fois plus promptement (y plus ab-

Jhlument fous les affliSlions domcfliques

que fous le revers de la Republiquc, ou les

difgraces de la guerre : On fe fawiliarife

avec ces dernicres, ^ on s'y endurcit a-

vec le terns ; niais les premieres confer-

ment toujours le droit de nous atteiidrir

(^ de nous toucher infiniment. Je vous

prieray done de ne pas negliger cette occa-

fion de votre gloire, ^ au plus fort de

voire douleur, de ne point oublier avec

quel devoucment, ^ depuis quel terns

•vous avez epouse le Men de votre Patrie^

£5? avec le fien, celuy de la Chretiente,

dans ces dernieres conjon&ures ; voire at-

tachement, vos foins, voire tendreffe m^-
me luy font dus, puifque vous devez vous

meme tout entier a elk. J'efpere qu'a

Vavenir vos veilles &" vos fatigues pour

la Republique vous procureront quelque

foulagement, ou du moins apporteront quel-

que diverfion cl vos ennuis, au lieu des

travaux {5? des fueurs qu'elles vous ont

coute autrefois.

Ayant commence cette letire unique-

ment dans la veue de me confoler avec

vous, je ne veux point la finir en y me-
lant quelque chofe qui foit etranger a vo-

ire douleur. Je ne vous parleray done

point d'affaires, ts? je vous diray feule-

ment que le Roy mon Maitre me prejfe

tons les jours fur les preparaiifs de mon
depart

-f
je n'y apporieray d'autres re-

tardemens que ceiix que mes affaires do-

meftiques rendent indifpenfables apres une

fi longue abfence. En attendant, je puis

vous afsurer que je n'ay rien apperfu icy

qui puijfe iant foit peu alierer ou rallen-

tir les foins de nos veritables 13 comnmns

interefls, que je fais confifter dans la fer-

mete (3 la duree de noire derniere Alli-

ance : vous verrez cela plus au hng ^

mon arrivee.

Je fuis, 8cc.

To Sir John Temple.

SIR, Sheen, July it. i<568.

THO' I doubt our late Motions may have lofl or delay'd fome of your Let-
ters, which we have now been fome time in want of j yet I prefume

ours have had their conftant Courfe to you, though from feveral Parts : And
though mine have not been frequent, upon the Permiflion you give me to fpare

my own Eyes and Time when they are otherwife taken up, and truft to my
Siller's entertaining you : Yet upon my return home after three Years Abfence,

I could
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I could not but give you fome Account of my coming and ftay here; and of

what I can forcicc is like to follow it, both as to my own Particular, and to

the publick Affairs, in which (hat fcems at prefcnt to be lb much involved.

After thcConclufion of the Triple Alliance and the Peace of y/ix, I was at an

end of my Ambition j having feen Flanders faved, as if it had been by one of

the Miracles tlie Houfe of Aujlria has, they fay, been ufcd to; and the gene-

ral Interclls of Cbrijlendom kcured againft the Power and ^Vttempts of France i

and at the fame time the Confideration and Honour of his Majelty and his

Crown abroad, raifed to a Degree it has not been in for fome Ages pail, and

we had no reafon to expeft it fliould be in fome Ages to come, upon the De-
cline it felt after the Bufinefs of Chatham., and the Peace of Breda that fucced-

ed it. I returned from Aix to Brujfels without other Thoughts than of conti-

nuing in that Station, till I grew wearier of it than I was like to do very fud-

dcnly, of a Place, I confefs I love: But immediately upon my Arrival there, I

met with Letters from my Lord Arlington, which brought me the King's Or-
ders to continue the Equipage of an Ambaflador, that I was in, upon my jiix

Journey, in order to my ferving his Majefty in the fame Character at the Hagiie^

whither he was refolved to fend me, and to renew upon occafion of our late

Alliances, a Chara£ter which the Crown of England had difcontinued in that

Countrey fincc King J^Jw^j'sTime. In order hereunto I was left at liberty to

take my Leave of the Marquis, and to return into England as foon as I pleafed,

which 1 did by the way oi Holland^ and left moit of my Servants and Horfes at

Utrecht.

Upon my Arrival here, I was received both by the King and Court a great

deal better than I could deferve or pretend ; but People fcem generally pleafed

with the Councils and Negotiations, in which I have had fo much part fince

Chriftmas lall } and I underftand not Courts fo ill (how little foever I have

been ufcd to them) as not to know that one ought not to lofc the Advantage

of coming home with the common Opinion of fome Merits or good Hits at

one's Back, if one's Bufinefs be de pouffcr fa Fortune: And I am put enough in

mind of it upon this Occafion, by feveral of thofe many new Friends one

would think 1 had at this time of Day, as well as by fome of my old ones :

But I cannot imagine why I fliould pretend to have deferved more than my Pay
of the King, for which I ferved him in my late Employments j and if I got

Honour by them, 'twas fo much more than I had to reckon upon. Befidcs, I

ihould be forry to ask Money of him at a time when for ought I can judge

by the Cry of the Court, he wants it more than I do. The SpaniJJj Ambafla-

dor and Baron (^'T/o/cj, as well as others of my Friends, would needs be asking

a Title for me, and 'tis with Difficulty enough that I have prevented it; but

'tis that I am fure I never can have a mind to, and if it fhould ever be offered

me, I refolvc it iliall cither begin with you, if you defire it; or if not, with

my Son which I had much rather. But I fuppofe, nothing of this can hap-

pen in our Court without Purfuit; and fo I reckon my felfinall thefe Points

^uft where I was about fix Months ago, but only dcfigned for another Am-
baily, and no Man knows how that will end. I am very much prefs'd to dif-

p;itch my Preparations for it, by my Lord Keeper and Lord Arlington, who are

extreme kind to mc, as well as to the Meafures lately taken by their Miniftry,

and fecm to value themfelves a great deal upon them. They fay, all the Bufi-

nefs the King now has, both at home and abroad, will turn upon my Hand
in Holland., by keeping the French from breaking in upon our late Alliances,

and the Confidence between us ; and by drawing the Emperor and Princes of

tlic E'liiplrc into a common Guarantee of the Peace; and thereupon they are

mighty earnelt with me to halkn away. On t'other fide, the Commiflioners

of thcTreafury feem to have more mind to my Company here, than I could

expect: For after fome of them had tried to hinder the King's Refolution, of
fending cither an Ambafiador at all into Holland., (upon Pretence of fo long Dif-

wic of that Charader) or mc in particular; when that could not be carried,

they prepared my way by encring upon new Regulations in the Exchequer,
among which, thofe concerning foreign Employments, brought down the

Equipage Money of iimbafladors from three thoufand Pounds as it has been

fince
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fince the King came in, to i foo Pounds in France and Spain^ and to 1000 Pounds
in all other Courts ; and their Allowance from 100 Pounds a Week to 10
Pounds a Day in France zwi. Spain^ and to 7 in other Places. Though this be
pretended by the Commiffioners as only a Piece of a general Scheme of Par-
iimony they find neceflary in the prefenc Condition of the Revenue j yet I

underlland it as calculated juft at this Time particularly for me ; and my Lord
Arlington confefles he thinks it fo too, and takes pare in it as a piece of Envy
or Malice to himfelf as well as to me, from forae who are fpighted at all, that

has lately palled between us and Holland, and at the Perfons who have been
•at the Head of thofe Councils. For my part, I relent it not only as a thing 1

have not defervcd, upon an Employment call wholly upon mc by the King's
Choice, and, as he feems to think, by the Neceffity of his Affiiirs; but as

that which I find plainly by the fhort Experience of my lad AmbafTy, will

not defray the Expence of another, with any Honour to the King or my felf

abroad 5 and though I do not pretend to make my Fortune by thefe Employ-
ments, yet I confefs I do not pretend to ruin it neither. I have therefore

been refolved feveral times abfolutely to refufe this Ambafly, unlefs it be upon
the Terms all others have hadi but my Lord Arlington puts fo much weight
upon my going, that he will not hear of it : He fiiys, 'tis 'that our good
Friends would have, and intend by this Ufagej and that I can no way difap-

point them fo much as by going, and that this Rule will be broken in three

Months time: That I fhould not confider fmall matters of Moriey in the
couffe of my Fortune, and that the King cannot fail of making mine at a

Lump one time or other ; That there is nothing I may not exped: from him
upon my return from this Ambafly j and that if his Majefty had not thought
me of abfolutc Ncccfllty to him in Holhncl upon this Conjunfture, he had
brought me now into Secretary Morris's Place, which upon my going abroad
is defigned for Sir John Trevor. My Lord Keeper is of the fiime Mind, to

have me by no means refufe it (as he fays) neither for the King's fake nor my
own} and your old Friend Sir Robert Long agrees with them both j and fays,

after a Year or two of this Ambafl'y, I cannot fail of either bcuig Secretary

of State, or fent Ambafllidor into Spain -, which are both certain ways of
making any Man's Fortune.

With all this, I confefs I find it not very cafy to refolve, and very much de-

fire yours and my Brother's Opinion upon it : And that you may the better

give it me, I fhall tell you one Circumftance which weighs a little with me,
though not at all with my Friends here. They are all of Opinion, the Mea-
fures the King has lately taken cannot be broken nor altered, however they
may be fnarled at by fome Perfons, upon particular Envy or Intcreft ; but I

fee plainly there are others of another Mind. Sir Thomas CUjford faid to a

Friend of mine in Confidence, upon all the Joy that was here at the Conclu-
fion of the Triple Alliance ; JVcll, for all this Noife, we mufi yet have another

JVar ivitb the Dutch before it be long. And I fee plainly already, that he and
Sir George Doivning are endeavouring with all the Induftry that can be, to en-
gage the Eaft-Fadia Company here in fuch Demands and Pretenfions upon the
Dutch., as will never be yielded to on that Side, and will increafe a Jealoufy,
they will ever have, of our unfteady Councils, and of our leaving ftill a Door
open for fome nev/ Offences when we fhall have a Mind to take them. On
t'other Side, the French will leave no Stone unturned, to break this Confidence
between us and Holland, which fpoils all their Meafures, and without which
they had the World before them. If they can, they will undermine it in

Holland by Jealoufics of t!ie Prince of Orange., or any other Artifice, and will

fpare neither Promifes nor Threats. If I Ihould be able to keep that Side
ftanch, they will fpare none of the fame Endeavours here, and will have fome
good Helps that I fee already, and may have others that do not yet appear.

If by any of thefe Ways, or other Accidents, our prefent Meafures come to
change ; I am left in Holland to a certain Lofs, upon the Terms they would
fend mc, though I Ihould be paid, but to a certain Ruin if I fhould not j

which I may well expe£l from the good Qtiarter I may reckon upon from
fome in the Treafury j and when my Ambalfy ends, I may find a new World

here.
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here, and all the fine Things I am told of, may prove Caftlcs in the Air : There

is I know, a great deal to be faid for my going, but on t'other Side, I am well

as 1 am, and cannot be ruined but by fuch an Adventure as this. 1 beg of you

to let me know your Opinion upon the whole; and if I could have the Con-

fidence, I ihould beg a great deal more earneftly that I might fee you here,

fincc 1 cannot get loofe to wait on you there. Till 1 hear from you, I fhall

let the Talk and the Forms of my Amb.afly go on, and am confident, how-

ever they prelume, yet I can fpinout the Time of my going till about the End

oi Jugufty in hopes of feeing you hcrcj which will be, I am fure, the greateft

Satisfadion that can befal

SIR,
Imirs, £cc.

LETTERS
T O

S'i'r William Temple.

From Sir Thomas Clifford.

S I Rj Copenkageny O£lob.-j. ifiSf,

IHavc received your obliging Letter of the f|th pafl ; And the News of this

Countrey is like the Commodities, not of equal Value with the more Sou-

thern, and fo you are like to be a Lofer by the Barter: But your Kindnefs is

the greater. 1 hope the King of Spain's Death will no way alter the State of

our Affairs with that Crown. I cannot tell you the EfFeft of my Negotiation

here; but fhall in my next give you fome Hints. The Direftion of your

Letter brings it fafe to mc; 1 {hall advife you before I remove. Here came
a Report lalt Night, that a Squadron of the Englifi Fleet had taken out of

Fkckery nine of the Dutch Merchant-men, and ran another on Shore : But
I have examin'd it, and find there was no Ground for the Report. Two of

their Eaft- India Men are flill at 'Ttimhurg^ near Chrijiiana in Norway, and two
more are returned to Bergen : But the fix Men of War and Eaft-India-Man

that came here into the Sound alter the Storm, are put to Sea, and gone toward
the Texel. The Eajl-lndia Ship that got into the River of Elve, is there un-

lading, and they are fending the Goods home in little fmall Veflels, under the

Convoy only of a little Toy of eight or ten Guns : They go home over the

IVatts ; a Privateer lying there would probably make his Market.

\A[\'bi\g\\i(omc Dutch S\\\\>s go\v\gioYDantzick arrived here, and boafled,

that tlieir Fleet of ninety Sail, under Dc Ruyter, failed upon Sunday lall, the

firfl Inllanr, towards England, and to theCliannel, as they thought, to join with
the Frenchj but no body gives credit to the Relation.

You



and other Mmijiers of State. 125

You fee what a Ihift I make to compleat my Bill of Store j but pray let it

not difhearten you from correfponding : For if I have nothing clfe to fay, I

fhall be glad of Opportunities to exprefs my felf,

SIR,
Tour moji affeSiionate humble Servant,

Thomas ClifFord.

From the Earl of Clarendon, Lord High Chancellor.

SIR, Oxford, December 28, i66f.

I
Do confefs I have, fince we parted, receiv'd three Letters from you, which
I fhould be afham'd to acknowledge now, if I had been faulty in not do-

ing it fooner j as I promife my felf you have been informed from my Lord Ar-
lington's Juftice and Friendfhip. It is now near three Months, that the Pain of

the Gout hath reftrained me from the Exercife of writing > and I am hardly
yet returned to it, becaufe not able to put my Head out of Doors, or more
than to ftand, rather than walk in my Chamber.- So that I would not have
ventur'd to have given you this Trouble ; but upon the Abfencc of my Lord
ylrlington, (who hath tranfmitted to you conftantly what we thought jointly)

:

But upon the Sight of your lalt Letter, which came fince his Departure i I

think it neceffary to fay a little to you upon a Particular or two.
I do in the firll place think and believe the Marquis of Cafiel-Rodrigo to be

a very generous Penon, and a very ufeful Friend to the King our Mailer; and
one who will be the beft Inftrument to contribute to that firm Friendfhip be-
tween the two Crowns, that is neceflary for the joint Intereft of both; and
therefore we muft be careful to remove the leaft Umbrage, which may difpofe

him to fufpeft our Prud^r ;; with reference to our own Affairs, or our Affec-
tion with reference to .-.a. With reference to our felves, it is not polfi-

ble we can be with, s l a Senfe of the alraolt infupportable Weight that lies

upon us, in the r uying on the War againfl the Dutch^ and preparing for a
War agaiiiit Fr'iace : /\.nd therefore we cannot but heartily wifh to be fairly

quit of one of ^Iiem ; and would be very glad that any Advance were made to

it by Holland. I thought always that the Overture made by the Spanifi Am-
bafTador, had come from Don Stephano, and never heard the Marquis of Caftel-

Rodrigd's Name : But it being the very fame in Terms that the French Ambaf-
fadors had made, there could then be no Proceedings upon it. But we have
done all we can to invite the Dutch to an Addrefs how privately foever : Nor
ihall we make any Demands concerning the Prince of Orange, left it fhould
do him hurt. If we can bring them off from a Conjunftion with France (in

which SpAin is more concerned than England) I am confident we fhall iniift

upon very reafonable Conditions. We have great Reafon to commend the
Proceedings of the Bifhop of Munfter : Nor are we jealous in the leaft degree
of him, or his treating : And as our failing towards him has not proceeded
from any Faults of ours, but even from the Hand of God ; fo we fhall out of
hand repair thofe Omiflions : And it is but reafonably expefted that the Princes
of the Empire fhould (how fecretly foever) fupport him from a Diffolution,

left before many Months paft, and the French Defigns are a little more evi-

dent, they would be glad to re-purchafe the Advantage of the Bifhop's being
in fuch a Poft as he now is, at any Price.

There is nothing now ought to be laboured with fo much Induftry ana
Dexterity, as the uniting England, Spain and Flanders, which would give,
and which only can give Peace to Chriflendom. I am fure our Mafter is paf-
fionately inclined to it, and truly I think Spain is well difpofed to the main j

yet I know not how by the fatal Delay in Difpatch there (and it may be their

Expeftation, that in the Straits we are, we fhall buy their Friendfhip at a
Rate we fhall never pay for it) the Hafte is not made that the Affair re-

VoL. II. R quired.
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quired. My Lord Sandwich (who will be gone in twenty Days) I hope will

give Life to it.

You fee how ill my Hand is, tho' never legible, by Shaking and Wcaknefs
fomewhat worfe than ufual. God keep you j and 1 pray let me know, tliac

this is to come to your Hands from,

SIR,
Your affectionate Servant,

Clarendon.

*LnteM.
of Halli-

t'ax.

From * Sir George Savill.

SIR, Feb. f. A^. S, 1666.

IT is a Sin againfl: the Publick, and a Trefpafs upon you, at this time to

clog you with fuch an idle Correfpondence as mine: But I find I confider

my own Intereft before yours j being not able to make ycu an Exprellion of

my Kindnefs at fo dear a rate as the denying my felf the Satisfoftion of hearing

from you. And therefore I take hold of your Offer, and beg you would fome-

times bellow a Letter upon me, which fliall be as welcome for telling me you
are well, as it can be for the belt News it bringeth in relation to the fublick :

For which, if I can be concerned, next to what I am for my belt J'riends, it is

the utmoft I will pretend to m that matter. I find his Vliijelty of France will

be an angry Enemy. He doth not declare War, like an honnete homme-y and
therefore I hope he will not purfue it like a wife one.

i do not dcfpair, but that the Englifi who ufe to go into France for their

Breeding, may have the Honour once to teach them better Manners. The
League with Spain is a good Circumltance to make us able to do ic: It is fo

feafonably and fo well done, that I will fuppofc you had a Hand in it. In the

mean time we have great Alarms the Monfieur will invade us, which makes
every body prepare for their Entertainment. And I hope they will neither find

us fo little ready, or fo divided, as perhaps they expeft.

I will not make this longer, when I have aflured you I am,

SIR,
Tour moft faithful huMle Servant,

George Savill.

From the Bijhop <?/Munfter. Ab Epifcopo Monafterii.

Munfter, Feb.

SIR, 12. i666.

TH E Favours you have exprelTed

to me are fuch, that nothing can

add to my Efteem of you : However,
it was very acceptable to find from
yours of the 2fth pall, that your Af-
fection to mc ftill continues. In the

mean time I am bufy in preparing an
Arm)^ againfl Spring} nor do 1 doubt
but fuch Care is taken of the third

Payment, that 1 may have it all toge-

ther i at Icafl, that you have prepa-

red 50030 Dollars ready at Bruffels,

and

Monaflerii, Feh^

Generofe Domine, 12. \666.

DOminationem veflram ita meis re-

bus faventem reipfa femper exper-

tus fum, ut nulla quidem contefl.%tione

me/£ defuper concepts exifiimationi plus

addi pojjit j gratiffimum tamen fait, ex

cjufdem Uteris de 2f'" elapfi menjis Ja-
nuarii percipere^ quod D. V. eundem ze-

lum £5? affeilum continuet. Ego interim

non deftno injlruere [^ praparare exer-

citum iniminentijam veri-y nee dubito de

tertio termino ftc provifum, ut integrh ei

meis fublevari pofft, aut certb difpofi-

tione
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and that ifooo more may be returned

with all Tpccd by Exchange to Co-

hgn : For it is certain, that by fmall

Sums, and paid by Parcels, nothing

can be perform'd worthy ot" fiich an

Undertaking 5 and that my Expedition

•will be as much obitriiclrcd by thefc,

35 if the Subfidies were wholly delay-

ed. Befides, I fliall this Year meet
with more P^cfiftance by Enemies un-

cxpcflcd , to whom the Eleftor oF

Bi\iiidciibnrg will join himfclf. But
that I hope will be recompcnfed by
the Friendlhip of Siueden, and his Ma-
jelty's Declaratory Letters communi-
cited to me, and to be kept lecret.

Nor lliall any thing be more unviola-

bly obfcrv'd by me, than the League

I have made with his Majeily, from

which nothing fhall be able to force

me. Nor is there any Reafon why the

Offer of a Mediation from the Em-
peror and Princes, lliould raife any

Sufpicions of the contrary, fince the

prelent Conjunftures would not per-

mit me abruptly to refufe it. And in or-

der to gain time, I have kept that Af-

fair within Preliminaries, relating to

the Perfons of the Mediators, the

Manner ofnegotiating, and the Means
of Security to be propofed, being re-

folved by any means not to feparate

in/felf from his Majeftyj from whofe
Proteftion I truft to procure Safety

and Satisfaction to my felf. I am glad

of the Peace between England and
Sp^iin being figned at Madrid, and
th.tt it is fent into England to be rati-

fied. I wilh the Effefts of it be not

delayed ; and that the Spaniards may
be ready at the time, againfl; whom I

he.tr the Hollanders have alfo declared
War by the Inftigation of the French.

liar mojl obliged Servant

,

Ch. Bernardus.

tionc Dis. VriS. triginta thakrorum mil-*

lia Bruxellis in paratis pnefto ftnt, (^
viginti qiiinquc milVui Colonimt camhio
qnantociiis tranfmittmtur. Cerium enim
cfi^ mimitis fimmulis y carptim folntis^
vix quicquam pro dignitate tetnt£ ret ef-
fici pop ; nee minus ex his, quhm dilatis

fubjidiis expcditionem meam incomModi
cepiffc.^ ^ces quideni hoc anno plm re-

fiftcntiiS i^ difficultatis a tot inopinatis

hofiibus, quibus £5? Elector Brandenbur-
gicus fe fociabit, babitura eft. Id ta-
men fidticia amicitia Sueciie compenfa-
tum exifti-mo, accedentibiis S. Regime Ma-
jeftatis declaratoriis Uteris tnibi commit-
nicatiSy (^ fecretb fervandis. Nibilqiie
mihi imquam erit antiquius aiit magis
iwjiolabile noto fcedere cum S. Regia.
Majeftate fancito, a quo nulla modo di-
velli me patiar. Nee eft., quod oblatci

Cafaris 6? quorundam Principum mcdia-
tio umbras aliqnas contraries fufpicionis
in-vehere poffit j dm illam prJfratle re-
fpuere nee temporum horum ratio patia-
tur, nee mihi confultum fuerit, qui lu~
crando tempori inde occafionem naiius^
rem omnem haElenus intra, praliminaria.
dc ipfis perfonis Mediatorum, de modo
traSIandiy 6? mediis fecuritatis propo-
nendis continui, certus non fepararc me
a S. Regid Majeftate, cujus aufpiciis, £5?

fatisfa£lionem, (^ fecuritatem
'

me confe-
cuturum confido. ^thd foedus Anglo-
Hifpanum Madriti jam turn fignatum,
[3 ad ratificandum in JngUam tranfmif-
fum fit, libenter accepi j optarem fanh -

hujns effeclam non deferri, (j' Hifpams
tempori paratos ejfe, quibus etiam ab

'

Hollandis bellum Gallorum infligatione

clenunciandum intelligo : Ac hifce ma,'
neo.

Dominationis veftn-e addiftiflimus,

Ch, Bernardus.

From Sir George Savill.

S ^ R-, April ^. 1666.

THIS muft carry my Thanks to you for two Letters I received at the
lame time from you, which giveth me a fair Occafion to fay a great deal

to you -y but that I will not trefpafs upon our Agreement, to omit Ceremony^
or any thing that looked like it. Yet you muft give me leave to tell you, I
thiak my felf as muchafTured of your Kindnefs, by your letting me flay in your
Thoughts (when you might forget me without Breach of Friendfhip, confi-
dering the Weight of Bufinefs that lieth upon you) as I could be by any Mark
Vol. II. R'2 ^

of
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of it you can imagine : And if you will fuppofe my Scnfc of it anfv.erably, and

reckon upon my Service accordingly > if it may ever be of ufe to you, you will

do me but Right. In the mean time you make me fenfible of the Inconve-

nience of living out of the World: Now that I find ic impofiible for me to

write three Lines of Senfe in Exchange for your Letters, that are full of eve-

ry thing which can make them welcome. I am fo afham'd you fhould con-

verfe with a dead M;ui, that I almoft wilh the French landed upon our Coall,

thinking it better to write you a fad Story than none. How foon I may be
furniflied with fomcthing of this kind, dependeth upon our Succefs at Sea,

and the Faith of your Bilhop, which may well be lliaken, ifyou do not fupporc

it with your Bills of Exchange. He is likely to be ib over-match'd this next

Campaign, that I doubt he will be tempted to break Faith with Hereticks,

rather than be a Martyr in our Kalendar. I fhould be glad to hear Spain

would come into our Scales, to help us to weigh down our Enemies j but I

fear their ill Luck in the late War hath not left them Spirit enough to fall out

with the French-, though their Interell provoksth them to it. Belldcs, the

Crown is in a Cradle : and a Spanijl) Council I imagine to be as flow an Aifem-

bly as aHoufc of Commons. So that we muft rely upon the Oak and Courage
of England to do our Bufincfs, there being fmall Appearance of any thing to

help us from Abroad.

1 believe before this cometh to your Hands, you will be waiting upon Ma-
damoifelle Bevervjaert, who is a Teftimony that this War hath given us no
fuch Antipathy to the Dutch, fince we choofe one to breed Scacelmen lor the

next Age. The Captain that went upon fo peaceable an Errand, and into a

Friend's Harbour, had ill Fortune to be fo roughly faluted : But it being a An-
gle Aft of the Officer, without any Order from his Superiors, it is of no more
Confequencc to us than the Sound of it may amount to.

I dire6t this as you bid me ; and though it iliould not come to you, I af-

fure my felf you would not impute it to the Omiffion, but to the ill For-
tune of,

SIR,
Tour mojl faithful humhle Servant,

George SavilL

From the Bifhop o/Munfter. Ab Epifcopo Monafterii.

May z\. 1 66(5.

SIR,

I
Doubt not, but by your good Of-
fices, the Reception of my Envoy

the Baron ile Rofenback at Court will

be fo prepared, as that his Majelly

may have an Account of my Deligns

:

And I hope you will continue your

Favour fo far, as the King may be

perfuaded that the Neccffity which

forced me to accept the Peace, has

not taken any thing from the Profef-

fion of that Honour, Duty and Ser-

vice, 1 fhall ever pay him. To
which end 1 have ordered my Agent
Rentorf X.O cultivate a ftrift Fnendihip
in my Name, as well as to communi-
cate to you my moll fecret Affairs, rc-

folving to watch all Occafions for the

Sa-vice of his Majefty ; in order to

which,

Lugderio, Mali
Generofe Domine, 2,1 . \666.

NON dubito Officiis Dis. Vr£. a-

ditum in Aula Regis ablcgato meo
Baroni de Rofenback ita praparatam, ut

S. Regix Majeflati ratio confilii mei
priCbeatur ; quod Dom. Vram. ita conti-

nuaturam fpero, ut Rex perfuajutn om-
nino habcat iflam ncccjfitatera quts mi-

hi pads leges itnpofuit, nihil prorfui

detraxijje de animo quo S. Majeftatis

obfervanti^e, gloria, (3 utilitati, ster-

num devotus fum. Eumque in finem

viandavi Jge-nti meo Rentorf intimam

meo nomine cum Dne. Vra. Comynuni-

cationem meartim rerinn, 13 amicitiam

colere, intentus femper in occafones om-
nes futuras pro fer-vitio S- Alajeflalis-^

quern in finem copias Brabanticas, (3' in

ciyculo Burgundico confcriptas, Dcrnino

Marchioni
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which, I have fent back to the Mar-
quis of Caftcl- Rodrigo the Brabant

Troops, as well as thofe raifed in the

Circle of Burgundy^ all entire. And
now fome German Regiments well

armed and exercifed, are preparing

for their March into Flanders , of

whofe Valour the Hollanders them-
felves are Witnenes, as I believe you
know already from the faid Marquis.

Now fince it concerns me very much
that his Majeily fhould know thcfe

Soldiers are kept in his Service } I

Ihould be extremely fatisfied if you
would inform the King of it, at the

fame time that the faid Baron de Ro-

fenhack will be arrived at London. And
that it be reprefented as a Mark of my
eternal Devotion to his Majefty. In

which you will highly oblige me : And
in Confidence whereof I remain.

SIR,
Tour mojl obliged Serz-ant,

Chr. Bernardus.

Marchioni de Cajiel Rodrigo integras re-

mifi : £5? jam itineri in Belgium Hifpa'
nici'.m accingnntur legiones aliquot Gcr-

manorum j fortis fane 13 exercitatus mi-

les de querum virtute ipfi fmderati BelgiS

tejlari poterunt : uti Dom. Vram. jam
ex pnediclo domino gubernatore latiiis

cogno'-jijj'e arbitror. Cum av.tem mea
plurimHVi inter/it, tit Regime Majeftati
[lite conjlet wtlitem bunc in fiio fervitio

confervari j pergratum mihi foret
, fe

Dio. Vra. de co^ facilitanda intentioni

me£, qi'.amprimum £5" jine mora hoc ipjb

tempore quo diclui Baro de Rofenback
Londinum appulcrit, S. Alajejiatem cer-

tiorcm faciat, i^ tanquam indicium ra-
tum ietern£ mete in Regem Jidei contejie-

tur : ^10 me Dio. Vra. fibi fummopere
obligabit : Et bdc fidticia maneo^

Dominationi vcftrx addi£tillimus,

Chr. Bernardus.

From my Lord Arlington.

SIR, IFhitehall, July 30. 1666.

WHAT I received in yours of the id was written to meat large, from
him whom I fuppofe to be the Author of it, but not exadly with the

fame Circumftances : Whether his Meaning or his Imagination fiil him, is a
great Queftion here. His Name, to fpeak freely with you, is able to difcre-

dicany I'ruth } and againft the Grain I employ'd him m Holland, not to make
him the Inftrument of a Peace, but to fend us News : However, I do not yet
difcourage him from writing, though I wifh what he faith came from any
Hand rather than his. Accordingly, you fliall do well to handle him : And
this is enough upon this Subje£t, when I have fo much a better to entertain
you upon. Here enclos'd you have the effeftive Truth of what I fent you
the Symptoms in my lafl. I durll not hazard any of my Acquaintance with
the putting.it into French., becaufe of the Sea-Terms wherewith it abounds:
But if you can get it well done, and quickly publifhed, you will do his Ma-
jelty a good Service, and may fairly put the Coil of it into your Accounts.
Moreover, I have promis'd his Majeily to charge you with the writing of
fome fmall Paper, and publilhing it in French, that may pleafantly and perti-

nently awaken the good Patriots in Holland, not only to Thoughts and Wilhcs
of Peace, but to a reafonable Application for it j affuring them his Majeily
continues ftill to willi it, and would gladly receive any Overtures for it frorn

the States, here in his own Kingdom ; not expefting lefs from them in this

kind, than they did to the Ufurper Cromivell. This done in any Form you
like beft, wou'd certainly operate well in Holland, and be a Work worthy of
your Penj which, I know, has Sufficiency very much greater. One thing
efpecially it will be good to mind them of, the confiderable Succours and Ad-
vantages they have had by the Conjunftion with France; which hath not been
remarkably vifible in any thing more than in getting their Narratives to be be-
lieved in all the Courts oi Cbriftendom, and liilping them to make tlieir Bon-
fires for their Succcfles.

His
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Let itKS of Sir William Temple.

His Majefty is going this Night to vifu the Queen at I'lmbr'Jge ^ for which

he had notLeifure till now. I am,

SIR,
Your mojl affectionate humble Servant,

Arlington.

P. S. Let your EmilTarics give you a particular Account of the Condition

of the Dutch Fleet gotten into Zealand, and of the Readinefs they are in to

come out again j with an exact Account of their Strength if it be poilible.

Monfieur Nypbo will help to convey it fpeedily to us.

From the Earl of Clarendon.

SIR, JVorcejlcr-Houfe, Aug. z. i66<J.

I
Have many Excufes to make you for not acknowledging all your Letters

punftually when I received them, which I fuppofc would give you fomc

Trouble : And I am fure all I can lay to you by way of Information or Ad-

vice, is conftantly and abundantly fupplied by the Diligence of my good Friend

my Lord Arlington.

The laft Favour I receiv'd from you was of the i^d of this Month} fince

which Time it hath pleafed God to give a wonderful Improvement to our

Affairs : And yet I am perfuadcd that you there know more of the full Extenc

of the late great Vi6tory than we do. In all Mens view it is very great and

noble, and in one refpeft very wonderful, that almoft the whole Fleet that

went from hence, rides now before the Enemies Harbours, without being

compelled to fend any confiderable Number of their Ships to be repaired: And
I believe this Succefs will change the Meafurcs of moll: of the Councils in

Chriflendom. I wifh with all my Heart it may work upon them from whom
your Court mufl; receive its Orders, to move with a little more Vigour in their

Refolutions ; the want of which will at fome time or other prove fatal to that

Monarchy. They have it yet in their Power to fecure themfelves from ever

receiving Prejudice from the French ; which I take to be the only Blefling

they arc to pray for in this World : But it will not be always in their Power to

do fo.

I prefume my good Friend Ogniiite is before this time arrived there with
good Satisfaction : And I will not deny to you I always wiflicd well to thofe

Tranfaftions, the Conccllions being (in truth) no other than what in JulUcc
ought to be granted -, except we wou'd declare to the World, that whilft we
have a War with Holland we will have no Peace with Flanders. I wifh with
nil my Heart that it may be punctually and religioufly obferved on our Parr,

by the exemplary Punilliment of thofc Perfons who in the leaft Degree violate

the Protection agreed upon. And though there will be, as you fay, a great

Latitude for them to cover the Dutch Trade ; yet that cannot be long with-

out Difcovcry, and they will thereby render themfelves infamous to the World,
and will fuftcr accordingly. I know the Marquis of Ca/lel-Rodrigo \v\\\ be as

jealous in that Affair as is pofliblc : And Ogniatc, who was the fittelt Perfon alive

to be fcnt on that Errand, will be vigilant to the utmoltj and I am confident
will advcrtife the Marquis upon the leaft Difcovery. I know not whether he
be enough known to you : But truft mc, l\c is very worthy of your Friend-
fhip, which is due to him from all good Englipmen; having expreflcd the
fame Veneration to the King, and the fame Civility and Kindnefs to us, who
had the Honour at the fame time to attend his Majefty, when we were in

Flanders, as he can do now, when we are at JVhUehail. And as that Rcfpeft
of his was then of groat I'fe and Bencfu to liis Maicllv} fo it was apparent-
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ly to his own Prejudice and DiHidvantage : So that if we are not all kind to

him, we deferve no more fuch Friends. I am,

S I R^
Tour affe^ionate Servant^

Clarendon,

From Sir William Coventry.

SIR, Scptemb. zi. l66j.

SINCE my laft to you, I have acquainted his Majcfty and his Royal High-
nels with your having difpofed the blank Pafles lent to you ; and that the

People of thofe Countries were ftill defirous of thofe Pafles , though there

was another Provifion made for their Security, by the Agreement with

Monfieur Ogniate : Whereupon his Majefty gave Confent to the fending o-

ver fome more of them. By this Conveyance I fend you five of them. More
fhall be fent hereafter, if you continue to defire them : But I thought not fit

to fwell this Pacquet too much.
The French Fleet hath been in the Channel, and Prince Rupert^ Fleet having

been driven from their Anchors with a Storm, and by other fuch Accidents,

he did not meet with them at their firft coming ; and now we are uncertain

whether they are not gone back again. To morrow will tell us more of that

than I can now affirm. The Storm which drove Prince Ruperfs Fleet from
their Anchors, difpers'd fome of the French Fleet, and feven of them on the

Right fell into our White Squadron : One of them, (a Ship call'd the Ruhy)

of fifty four Guns, and five hundred Men, we tookj and fome of our Frigats

purfued the rell, with what Succefs I know not as yet. I am apt to believe

the Body of their Fleet is gone back again towards Brefi or Rochel. We hear

De Ruyter is dead, and another Admiral chofen.

This Day the Parliament voted that they will fupply his Majefty proportio-

nably to his Occafions j or Words to that EfFe6t : So our Neighbours will fee

our Hearts do not fail us in all our Misfortunes. I am,

SIR,
2'our mofi affeclionate humble Servant,

William Coventry.

From the Duke of Ormond.

SIR, Kilkenny, O£loh. t^. 1666.

I
Have more of yours to acknowledge than I have by me to take particular

Notice of. They were very pertinent Informations as things then went

:

And fome of them got hither with fo much fpeed, that they out-run any In-
telligence I could get out of England. To morrow I fhall be in your Livery,
and perhaps try whether your Brnffels Camlet will refill; Irijlj Rain, as I have
known it do that of Flanders. 1 muft thank you for the Prefent, as coming
very feafonably, both in refpeft of the time of the Year, and that for ought
I can yet find, my Michaehnas Rent would hardly have purchafed two
Cloaks : And that your Stuff will make me, If I fhall be honeftly dealt

with.

I know both from hence and out of England, you are informed of all that
paffes here. The Commifiloners and their Dependents, I mean Lawyers, and
the Train belonging to that Court, have all the Bufinefs, and will have all

the Money j and confequently if they pleafe, much of the Land contended
for, and to be diftributed. In England they are revenging upon us here the
falling of their Rents j but I doubt, not repairing themfelves : They have us,

and
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and perhaps the King, at an Advantage : The King muft be fupplied, and

EiV'land only can do it. I wifli we could hear of fome Overtures towards

Peace } then would the King be freed from a Neceffity of contenting to un-

veafonable Things ; or we fhould be the better able to bear the Interdidture of

our Trade with England: For to that upon the Matter, the forbidding us to

fend our Cattcl to their Markets, will amount. I am very really,

SIR,
Tour mojl affe£lionate Servant,

Ormonde.

From Sir William Coventry.

SIR, Whitehall, Novemb.z. 1666,

I
Have received the Favour you did me of the f

fh, N. S. and received with

it the Bill of Exchange for Fifty Pounds, which I doubt not, will fuddenly

be paid. I owe fo many of thofe Advantages to your Care and Kindnefs,

that they become ordinary, and do not leave me any new Exprefllons for

my Thanks.
We have great Expe£tations what the Swedes Army at Bremen, and the

new Confederation againft them will produce. We hear the Duke of Savoy,

and the State of Geneva are falling out, which probably will not want Part-

ners in its Succefs : So that the Influence of 66, will extend it felf farther than

the Puritans Allowance for the Revelations to be fulfilled in, which they con-

fine to England.

We are debating ftill in Parliament which way to raife Money, but wc
draw nearer a Conclufion j and I believe the next Week will bring it to good
Maturity. I am,

SIR,
Tour moji affeEiionati humble Servant,

"W. Coventry.

From the Duke ^/Ormond.

SIR, DtMin, Decemb. 18. 1666.

YOurs of the -,' paft found me on my way hither, where I purpofe to fpend
the reft of the Winter. How the Summer will be fpent, feems very

doubtful : Our Preparations for the War would make one think we are fure

of a Peace i which may be well faid without any Refledion on the King and
his Minifters.

I am once to thank you for your great Civility to my Nephew Clancarty,

in whofe Confideration you have undertaken to endeavour a Pafs for Colonel
Murphy, and for the Difpofition of the Money the Colonel was ordered (if

he thought fit) to put into your Hand. I have by this Poll written to

Sir John Shaw to draw it into England when he ihall find ir heft ; And 1 am
prepared to pay the Colonel here.

I believe you heard as foon of the Supprefiion, as of the raifing of the
ScotiJJ] Commotion} perhaps equal Credit would not be given in Holland to
both. It made me haften hither, and prepare my felf to have kept Chrijlmas
in the North, if the Rebellion had laftcd. What Difcovery will be made,
and Juftice done upon the Offenders, you will receive fooner Knowledge of
out of England than from hence. I am very confident they had Well-wilhers
here } which is a good, or rather a bad Step to Correfpondency as that is to

Conjunttion. Thofe that think well of Presbyterians, diftinguifli thofe Fel-

lows,
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lows, and call them Remonjlrators. I think the true Difference is, Thefe

thought they had Power to change the Government, and the other do ivijl) they

had.

When you are at leifure, I wifli to know what kind ofFort is raifed at Cbark-

Hoy, and what Number of Men, Horfe and Foot, it will contain, J am with

all Reality,

S I Ry

Tour moji affeSlionate hmitblc Servant,

Ormonde.

From the Duke of Ormond.

SIR, Dublin^ Jan. 29. 1667^

THE Succefs of your Negotiation gives no Man greater Satisfa6tion for

the Part you had in it, than to me. The happy Confequences which
may reafonably be expefted from the Conclufion of that Treaty, may extend

farther and laft longer, than I have had time fince I received yours of the 24th
Inftant, to confider. I confefs, my firft Refleftions were upon the good Ef-

fcft it will have at home, and the good Humour it is likely to put the Parlia-

ment in at their firft Meeting ; which I look upon as the Foundation of all

other Advantages to be derived from it by Reputation, and all the good EiFefts

of that amongft our Neighbours. I fhall be glad to hear where or when you
are like to fix, that my Letters may be conveyed to you when I think they

may be worth your receiving from,

S I Ry

Tour mofi affectionate humble Servant,

Ormonde.

From my Lord Ambajfador Coventry.

SIR, Bredat Jug. 4. N. S. i66y.

YOURS of the ipth July I have received, and thank you for it. I doubt
not but by this time you have heard of the feveral Treaties of Peace fign-

cd here the \\ oijuly. We were fo very bufy in difpatching away Sir John
Coventry for England with the Treaties, that I had not leifure till now to give

you an Account of it. That betwixt the States and us confiileth in an abfo-

lute Abolition of all Pretences on either fide, each to remain Mafters of what
they were in Pofleffion of the \l o^ May 1667 > what fince taken, to be re-

ftored, as to Lands and Fortrcffes : Ships are yet liable till after Publication j

when all Hoftilities are to ceafe within twelve Days in the Channel, and fo pro-

portionably in other SeaS} then the whole Treaty of i66z renew'd, and we
both to make ufe of the Articles betwixt France and this State for contraban

Goods, till fuch time as we can agree of one betwixt our felves. The reft: is

a reftoring of the Treaty in 1661, as to all its Arricles except the eleventh,

wherein our Pretenfions are contained. As to the Aft of Navigation, you will

hear much Noife, that that is repealed. There is no fuch thing } neither doth

the Article about that Matter give the States any more Advantage, than as I

conceive the Aft gave them before. As to the French, we reftore all to each

other that each hath taken, and all things done, put in Oblivion. As to Den^
mark, the Debt he owed the Hamburgh Company, France ftanding ve-

ry firm to him upon the Point} and their greateft Argument was. That it was

not a Debtcontrafted by him or his Father > but on the contrary, impofed on
Vol. II S his
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his Father for having afliftcd the late King: And befidcs they gave us our

Choice, either to agree thus, or to account for what had been taken on each

fide, and render: The latter was thought the more prejudicial to the King
our Mailer > and fo this hath pafs'd. And there is, I think, the Subftance of

the three Treaties.

How or where this Letter will find you, wc know not : For we here be-

lieve Briijfch beficged, and that according to the Failiion of this Year's Cam-
paign, is little lefs than taken.

All publick Minifters have, or will have left this Town within a Day or

two, except our felvcs. To Morrow Fortnight they all meet here again, ex-

pe6ting the Ratification.

I am, Sir, with very great Sincerity,

Tour mojl faithful biwible Servant,

Henry Coventry.

From my Lord Hollis.

SIR, Breda, July 4. N. S. 166j.

I
Have received yours by my Lord Stafford's Servant, and fee you have put
off your Journey hither in Expectation we might be removing hence; and

for which it feems the Marquis de Caftel-Rodrigo is pleafed to exprefs himfclf

with fo much of Civility and Kindnefs towards us ; for which both my Lord
Ambafiador Coventry and my felf do return our moft humble Thanks. But it

will not be pofTible that we can remove fo foon > fo as affuredly you will have
time enough to do us that Favour, and very gladly we fhall receive it from
you } when we may at leifure difcourfe of the prefent Pofture of our Affairs,

and make thofe fad Reflections which they defervej and which will be much
fitter for a Conference, than to be fet down in Paper. I fhall referve them till

then, and in the mean time, and ever remain,

SIR,
Tour very affeilionatc, and

mofl humble Servant,

HOLLIS.

Frcm my Lord Ambajfador Coventry.

SIR, Breda, Aug. \\. 166j.

I
AM very thankful to you for the Buck you fent usj and it came very-

well, and fo feafonably, that I made ufc of fome of it the very Morning it

came. We have no News to fend you from hence, but that we are now alto-

gether employed in Jolhty, and expe6t our Ships to give us fome Sea Phyfick,
to purge the Exceffes we make. Your Health is not only what we drink, but
what wc pray for. The firll part hath already been ufeful to digeft our Veni-
lon, and the odier we relerve for more important Confiderations. In Conclu-
fion, we hear more of Drums and Trumpets fincc the Peace, than we did in

the War; though I hope this will not be fo fatal a Noifc as they make at Life

.

I am lorry both for the want of your Company, and the Reafon of it. Now our
own Peace is done, I could willi with all my Heart Chrifendom's were fo to.

Sir, I pray believe me to be, what I very finccrely am,

lour mofl faithful humble Servant,

Henry Coventry.

Frorit
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From my * Lord Lifle. ^J;/^^
Leictiier.

SIR, September 26, 1667.

SI N C E I had your laft Letter, I have made you no Acknowledgment of

it : A Retirement is in feveral Refpefts like the Night of one's Life, in

the Obfcurity and Darknefs, and in the Sleepinefs and Dofednefsj which I

mention to put you in mind that I am only by my Pofture of Life apt to be
failing towards you.

What is of Court or Aflemblies near us, is at my Lord Croft's. Sir 'Thomas

Ingram this Summer hath made no Noife at all. Old Lady De-vonfiire keeps

up her Feafts ftillj and that hath been of late Mr. M^aller's chief Theatre :

The Aflembly of Wits at Mr. Comptroller's will fcarce let him in : And poor

Sir John Denham is fallen to the Ladies alfo. He is at many of the Meetings
ai Dinners, talks more than ever de did, and is extremely pleafed with thofe

that feem willing to hear himj and from that Obligation exceedingly praifes

the Duchefs o( Monmouth and my Lady Cavendijl] : if he had not the Name of
being mad, I believe in moft Companies he would be thought wittier than ever

he was. He feems to have few Extravagances, befides that of telling Stories

of himfclf, which he is always inclin'd to. Some of his Acquaintance fay,

that extreme Vanity was a Caufe of his Madnefs, as well as it is an EfFe6t.

All Perfons of Note hereabouts are going to their Winter-Quarters at Lon-

don. The burning of the City begins to be talk'd of as a Story like that of
the burning of Troy. At Sheen we are like to be bare ; Lady Luddal feems un-
certain in her Stay > and we hear that when Sir James Sheen arid his Lady were
ready to come from Ireland, great Cramps took my Lady in her Limbs : And
Sir James's Servants doubt whtther we {hall fee him this Winter.

1 defire, Sir, your leave to kifs my Lady Temple's Hands, and my Lady Gif-

fard's Hands, by your Letter. My Daughter and I were in Difpute which of
us two fhould write this time to BruJ/els -, and becaufe I was judged to have
more Leifure, it fell to me, and my Lady Temple is to have the next from her.

I wilh you, Sir, all good Succefles in your Bufinefs, and am

Tour very affeSiionate Servant,

LISLE.

From the Earl of Sandwich.

SIR, Madrid, Septemb. 27. 1657.

THIS begs your Pardon for my not writing by the laft Poft, and prefents

you my humble Thanks for that Letter I Ihouldthen have acknowledged,
and !iXiot\^tx oi September J . N.S. which, with many Advices very confidera-
ble and defireable to be known, gives me one particular Satisfaftion, to hear
that one Copy of the Treaty is in fo certain a way of getting home. There
are two more gone by Sea, one from Calaisy Augujl 2. N.S. the other exprefs
by a Veflel from Rigo in Gallicia, Jugufl 51. N.S defigned to fet a Gentle-
man of my Company afhore in Ireland on the South part > which Ccurfe I
dire6ted as a certain way to avoid the Danger of the Sea, and no very tedious
way of Paflage, I fuppofe all thefe likely to arrive in England much about a
time.

This Place affords not much confiderable News to return you. Our Portw
gal Adjultment keeps the Pace of the accuftomed Spanijl} Gravity (if it pro-
ceed forward at all). They have here removed the Prcfident of the Hazienda,
(or as they call ic, Jubilar'd him) giving him his Salary ftill of (Jooo Ducats
per annum., for his own Life, his Wife's, and his eldeft Son's > and alfo have
given him fome other confiderable Mercedes-, and have made Don Lopez de los

Vol. II. S z Rios,
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Rios^ Prcfidcnt ^^ Hazienda in his room. This laft is Cajlillio"^ near Kinlman

ami Creature, the other a near Kinfman of the Duke of Medina's de las forres.

The Conde de Fwenfalidd is lately dead, (a Grandee of Spain). My chief Bu-

finefs here is a longing Expeftation to hear of the Treaty I have made here to

be rocctved in England^ which now I daily fhall hope for; and as any thing

thence, or here, occurs worth your Notice, it fhall be prefentcd you by,

SIR,
Tour moft affe£lionate, and

ifioft hutnble Servant,

Sandwich.

From the Earl of Sandwich.

SIR, Madrid, Decemb.\i. l66j.

IH O P E from your Goodnefs to find Pardon for miffing the other Pofts,

but dare not adventure your Patience to fail this alfo, though I am now
hurried by Buflnefs, fo that I have not time fo largely and confiderately to write

as I defire. Be pleafed then to know that Mr. Godolphins Journey to Portugal

fuffered fo much delay, until it was found necefTary that I muft go in Perfon

thither j and then he refolved to make ufc of the King my Mafter's Leave to

return into England., and began his Journey for Bilboa on T'liefday Morning lafl.

You know the Value of Mr. Godolphin fo well, that it is necdlcfs to tell you
my Griefs in parting from one of the mofl accomplifh'd, worthy, and gene-

rous Friends that ever I met with : And I am heartily glad that your Friend-

fhip and mine do alfo Convenire in aliquo tertio.

My Journey tor Portugal hath almofl met with as many or more Calms than

Mr. Godolphin's ; and, in good earnefl, I am not able to give yoU any Light,

whether it be likely to proceed or not.

The Spaniards have reformed two Regiments of Germans at Badajos; very

good Officers they fay, and are refolved never to ferve the Spaniard more. The
King of Spain has had the Small-Pox j but is fo recovered, as they fear no
Danger.

In Portugal., Don Pedro is made Governour to aflift his Brother in the fame

Nature as his Mother did when fhe was Regent : And the AddrefTes are made
in the fame manner.
The Queen is returned to a Convent, aflerting her felf to be a Maid; and

the King has under his Hand and Oath delivered the fame. So the Qi_ieen

purfues the Caufe among the Church-men to have the Marriage declared null.

There are Cortes to be called there January i. N. S. On the 7th Inilant, N. S.

the Marquis of Sande (the Ambaffador that brought the Queen) was fhot and
kill'd in the Street with a Carabine, and no body knows who did it.

I wifh you a very merry Chrijlmas, and am moft affeftionately,

SIR,
Tour T^Jl faithful, and

moft humble Servant,

Sandwich.

P- S. If I go to Portugal, pray conitinue our Correfpondcnce to Mr. John
Werden, a Gentleman worthy of your Favour, and very able and fecurely my
Friend, who does me the Favour to continue in my Houfe, and manages the

King's Bufincfs in this Court in my Abfence, and will fend me your Letters.

From
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From Monftem Gourville. De Monfieur Gourville,

Luneburg^ Jan.

SIR, i8. 1668.

Y a Copy of the Letter written

from the King of England to the

States, I underftand you are a peacea-

ble Man : And the Memorial you
have given to defire Commiffioners in

order to examine jointly with you into

the Means for a good Peace, makes us

believe that you defire in good carneft

to give Repofe to Chriftendom. You
know how I have always defired it >

but however it will be the more a-

grecable to fee it done by your Hands.

In good earncft, I am glad the King
of England has made Choice ofyou for

fo great and important an Affair :

When his Majefty knows your Merits,

I affure my felf you will be always in

the greateft Employments : And I af-

fure you, that I llaall always be making
Wiflies for your Advancement, till I

fee you made Chancellor of England.

In the mean time I fhall be ever,

SIR,
Tour mofi humble, and

obedient Servant,

Gourville.

P. S. If you have a Defire to make
the Peace, I look upon it as very far

advanced ; the Princes here fhew their

Defire of it. I did not think to ftay

in this Countrey above 8 or 10 Days j

yet here I am after four Months.

Pray let me know whether you think

the Affembly will be at Aix, and near

what time, that I may keep my Lodg-
ings there j and if you will tell me in

Confidence the Opinion you have of

the Peace, I fhall be obliged to you :

Mine is, that you may make it if you

pleafej but 1 am not yet convinced

whether you can hinder it, if Mon-
fieur de Witt has fo much Defire to

make it, as many People believe, ac-

cording to what I am told.

A Lunebourgh, 28.

Monfieur, Jan. 1668.

PAR la copie de la Lettre que fa,

Majefte Britannique a krit aux Etats

des Provinces Unies, yapprens que vous

ejles un homme pacifique j la memoire

que vous avez prefent^e pour demander

des Commijfaires pour chercher enfembk
les moyens de parvenir a une bonne Paix,

doit faire croire que c'eft tout de hon que

vous voulez. donner le repos a la Ctpri~

tientc. Vous ffavez comme je I*ay tou-

jours fouhaitt^, mais elle me fera au~
tant plus agreable, de la voir faite de

votre main : Tout de ban je me rejouis

quefa Majejle Britannique vous ait choifi

pour une ft grande Cjf ft importante af-

faire, ^uand elle connoltra v6tre me-
rite, Je rn'affure que vous aurez toii-

jours les plus gmnds emplois ; fj? je vous

ajfure de la meilkure foy du monde, que

jufqu' a ce que je vous voye Chancelier

d'Angleterre, je feray toiijours des voeux

four votre avancement . Et en atten-

dant, je feray toujours plus veritable-

ment que perfonne du monde,

yptrc tres humble, &
tres obeiffant Serviteur,

Gourville^

P. S. Si vous avez Men envie de faire

la paix je la tiens fort avancee ; les

Princes icy temoignent la defirer : Je ne

croyois demeurer en ce pais icy que huit

ou dix jours, fs? m'y voila au bout de

quatre mois. Je vous prie de me man-
der fi vous croyez que Von s'affemblera a,

Aix, 6? ct peu prez le temps afin que

j'y fajfe retenir ma chambre : Et fi
vous en voulez confidemment me mander
Vopinion que vous avez de la paix, je

vous en feray oblige. La mienne eji que

ft vous la voulez que vous la ferez :

Mais je ne fuis pas fi convaincu que vous

lapuiffiez empecher, ft Monfieur de Witt
a autant d'envie de la faire comme bien

des gens le croyent, felon ce que Von m'en

Prom
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From Monfieur Gourville. De Monfieur Gourville.

Luneburgy Feb.

SIR, 2-i- i<568.

AL L your modeft Rcafoning will

not hinder me from believing

that any other Minifter, the King ot*

England could have fcnt to the Hague^

would not have finiflied in many
Months what you have done in four

Days. Without Flattery, 'tis a thing

you ought to be extremely fatisfied

with. I fufpefted at firft, that you

had made this Treaty by fome Concert

with the Marquis of Cafiel-Rodrigo :

For tho' the King my Mafter has fo

much Reafon to be content to fee him

grant what his Majefty demanded, ne-

verthelefs the bad Council of the Spa-

niards has put them in a Condition to

receive your Work as the Safety of

what remain'd to them of Flanders. I

never lamented my Abfence from the

Hague, but fince I knew you were

there. I cannot yet tell what time I fhall

be obliged to (lay here. Monfieur de

Lionne having encharged me from the

Kino- with fome Orders in this Court,

which I have Reafon to believe will

accomodate my Affairs. I am ftrong-

ly perfuadcd the King my Mafter will

hold to the Jltcrnative^ Monfieur de

Lionne having fent me Word, that his

Majefty was content with what you

had done at the Hague; and that ifthe

Manner of it had been a little more

obliging, there were nothing more to

be defired. Thefe Princes mightily

defirc the Peace upon your Conditions

}

the I.eaguc of the Rhine is extremely

fatisfied with it j fo that in all Appea-

rance Spiin may do what they pleafcj

for this lime their Countrey ftiall be

favcd, no Thanks to them. I would

fain know whether you think of go-

ing to Jix. I have a great mind to fee

this Negotiation : And I fliould have

nothing to defire, if I were fure to find

you there. I fee by this Bufinefs here,

that the Peace will be made } or elfe,

that there will be a great War j but I

rather thmk the former. And if they

will let me come no more to France^ 'tis

there (at Aix) I dcfign to refide for the

left of my Life. 1 doubt not but they

will let me take one turn to Paris to

fee if I can make my Peace •, but I fear

they will raife infupportableDifllculties.

Idc-

j1 Lunehourgy Zi
Monfieur, Fevr. i66%.

TO UTE la modefiie de vutre rai"

fonnement ne ru'empechera pas de

croire, que tout autre Minijlre que fa
Majefte Britannique eut envoy^ a In

Hayc, nauroit pas fait en bien des mois

ce que vous avez acheve en quatre jours.

Sans flatterie c'eft un'e chofe qui "vous

doit extremement fatisfaire. 'J''ai d'a-

bord foubfonn^ que vous aviez fait ce

iraitte de quelque concert ai-ec Monfieur
le Marquis de Cajiel-Rodrigo : Car en-

core que le Roy mon Maitre ait tant fu-
jet d'etre content de le z'oir accorder ce

qu'il a demande j neantmoins le mechant

confeil des Efpagnols les a f/iis en etat de

recevoir voire owvrage comme le falut de

ce qui leur refera aux Pa'is-bas. Jen'a-
vois point regrettS mon abfence de let

Haye que depuis que je fay que vous y
eftes : Je ne f^aurois encore favoir le

temps que je feray oblige de demeurer

icy > Monfieur de Lionne m^ayant charg6

de la part du Roy de qiiclques ordres en

cette cour^ tant que fay lieu de croire que

ccla accommodera mes affaires. C'efi

pourtant un chemin qui me pout conduire

h cette fin : Je fids tres fortement per'

fiuade que le Roy mon Maitre fie tiendra ct

rAlternative. Monfiieur de Lionne m'a
mande que fia Majefty efloit contente de ce

que vous aviez fait a la Haye j £ff que

Ji la fia^on en eut efli tin pett plus obli-

geante^ il n'y auroit eu rien a defirer.

Ces Princes icy fiouhaittent fort la Paix
aux conditions que vous la voulez faire :

La Ligue du Rhin en eft tres fatisfaite^

ainfii fielon les apparences les Efipagnols

auront beau faire^ ou fiauvera leur pais

en depit d'eux pour cette fois icy. Je
voudrois bien fiavoir fit vous croyez alter

a Aix i J^ay fort envie de voir cette ne-

gotiation, t3 je n'aurois rien h defirer fit

je f(avois vous y trouver. Je voy far

cette affaire icy^ que la paix fie fera^ ou

que ce fiera une grande guerre ; rnais tout

me fait croire le piemier; £5? f en ne

veut point de moy en France^ je m'en vay

pendrc mon party pour le rcjie de mes

jours. Je ne doute point que Von ne me

laiffe faire un tour a Paris pour voir fii

je pourrois m^accommoder ; maisje crains

que Pon ne me faffe des difficultez infiup-

portables.

J'
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I defire you to believe me always,

SIR,
Tour moft humble and

moft obedient Servant,

Gourville.

It may be I fhall fee you at the
Hague fooner than you think.

Je vous fupplie de me (roirc toujours^

Monfieur,

Votre tres humble, &
tres obeiflant Serviteur,

Gouwilk.

Je pourray peut etre vous "voir a la

Haye pliitot que vous ne penfez,.

Mi>

From Monfteur de Witr.

Hague Feb.

SIR, 2f- i<568.

TH E Bearer hereof delivered me
the Letter you did me the Ho-

nour to write to me from ylntwerp of

the i4th Inftant} wherein I behold

with Pleafure your Zeal and Diligence

for the Advancement of our common
Affair ; as alfo the good Difpofitions

that your Offices have already raifed in

the Mind of the Marquis of Cajlel-

Rodrigo., and the Appearance of a more
fatisfiwStory Declaration we fhall re-

ceive upon the common Requeft to be

made him from the King of Grci^^^n-

tain and this State. I delayed not to

communicate and deliberate the Con-
tents of the faid Letter, with the

States Commiffioners deputed upon the

Subje(it of our lail Negotiations j and

we hope you will judge as we do,

that it is abfolutely neceffary for his

Excellence to declare himfelf without

firther Delay or Referve, agreeably

to what is concluded between England

and this State, without defiring be-

fovc-hand any Concert more particular

than that which is made, figned and
ratified, between us and our Mafters

:

For fince the King of France has feen

by his lafl: Conquells how weak and
negligent the Spaniards are, 'tis to be

feared, that if the Marquis lets the

Month of March expire, without

plainly declaring himfelf as we defire,

the King of France may be very glad,

after the expiration of the faid Term,
not to be obliged by virtue of his

Word given, to make the Peace upon
the Alternaiive, but may make ufe of

the Time and Diforder of the Spani-

ards, to furprize Luxenburgh, and a

great part of what remains to the King
of Spain in the Netherlands ; and to

order

De Monfieur de fVitt.

A la Haye, 2f
Monfieur, />.-,.. ^jfiS.

LE porteur de celle-cy ni'a bien deli-

-vre la Lettre qu'il vous a plu me
faire Vhonneur de ru'ecrire d'Jnvers, le

24me de ce mois; {^ j^y ay veu avec
agriment le zele ^ h diligence que
vous avez apporte pour Vavancement de
notre affaire commune; comme auffi les

bonnes difpofitions que vos offices ont de-
ja fait naitre dans Vefprit de Monfieur h
Marquis de Caflel-Rodrigo, (^ I'appa-
rence d'une declaration plus fatisfaifante
que nous recevrons fur la priere commune
qu'on luy va faire de la part du Roy de
la Grand Breiagne £sf de cet Etat. Je
n'ay pas tarde de conimuniquer t3 delibe-

rer le contenu de la ditc lettre avec les

Commiffaires des Etats, deputez fur le

fijet de nos dernieres negotiations
-y (^

nous efperons que vous jugerez avec nous
qu'll efi abfolument neceffaire que fon
Excellence fe declare fans pins de delay

y fans aucune referve conformcment a la,

difpofition de ce qui efi coneIu entre VAn-
gleterre 13 cet Etat, fans defirer au pre-
allable aucun concert plus particulier que

celuy qui efi fait, ftgne (3" ratify entre

nous 6? par nos Maitres. Car puifque

le Roy de France a veu par les dernieres

progrez, comme les Efpagnols font foi-
bles y negligents j il efi a apprehender
que fi Monfieur le Marquis laiffe ecouler

le mois de Mars fans s'efire declare nette-

ment comme nous le defrons^ le Roy de
France ne foit tres aife de n'etre pas ob-

lige apres Vexpiration en vcrtu de fa pa-
role donnee, de faire la Paix fur rAl-
ternative ; y quit ne fe ferve encore du
temps (3 du defrdre des Efpagnols pour
furprendre en meme fa^on le Euxenburg,

iy nne grnnde partie de ce qui refte au
Roy d'Efpagne dans le Pais-bas; 6?
pour fe regler Dar apres felon les occur-

rences.
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order his Affairs afterwards as Occur-

rences fhall happen. The Stales Gene-

ral are obliged, and entirely refol-

ved, in cafe of Refufal from the King

of Fiance, or any Evafions from that

fide, after it has been infmuatcd to him

that the Marquis has accepted either

part of the yfIterative ; to execute, in

the moft vigorous manner pofliblc,

what is contained in our third Sepa-

rate Article ; and by confequence,

jointly with England, to break into o-

pen War againil France, to aft in con-

cert, not only for Defence of the Ne-

therlands., but alfo, and above all, to

attack and infeft France by Sea, by

Defcents, Invafions into the Coun-

trey, and all other ways. But be-

caufe it muft be prefuppofed in pub-

lick, that the King of France after ha-

ving given his "Word to the States,

and afterwards by a circular Letter,

not only to the King of Great Britain

and the faid States, but alfo to many
Princes of Germany^ will not break a

Promife fo folemnly made ; v^t cannot

by any means enter into Concert and

League with Spain, before this Cafe

effeftually arrives : And we think that

fuch a League and Concert made be-

fore the Seafon, would be likely in-

deed to produce the Effed the Mar-

quis defires j but which is far from his

Majefty of England's Aim, or that of

the States ; for you cannot but know,

that his Excellence would prefer the

Continuance of the War with our Af-

fiftance, to the Conclufion of the

Peace upon the Alternative -y and his

Majefty, as well as the States, prefers

this Peace before the Continuance of a

War, whereof they muft bear all the

Cofts, and all the Profit be to the King

of Spain. Now we comprehend very

well, that fuch a Concert and fuch a

League as his Excellence defires, would

put the King of France upon an abfo-

lute Neceffity of continuing the War 9

becaufe if he fhould comply after fuch

a League made with his Enemies, it

would appear publickly, that he was

obliged to it by this Bond, and confe-

quently by his Enemies themfelves.

And therefore the Matter is judiciouf-

ly enough propofcd by his Excellence

for arriving at his End; but fince it

would make us mifs of ours, we hope
you will put the Marquis off it, and

make him quit all Hopes of engaging

us by the Force of his great Genius,

10

rences. Les Etats Generaux fe trouvenf

obligez ty entieretmnt refolus, au cas ae

refiis dti Roy de France, -ju des echappa-

toires rechercbes de fon cote, apres qu'oH

luy aura inftnue que Monfieur le Marquis
ait acceptc Vime oti fautre partie de

ryiltcrnative, d'execnter en la maniere

la plus -vigoureufe qut faire fe pourra.^

le contenu au troifieme de nos Articles fe~

parez j par confequent de rompre conjoin-

tement avcc VAngleterre en guerre ow
•verte centre la France, d^agir de concert

non feulement pour la, defenfe du Pais-

bas i mais atiffi £5? fur tout d'attaquer (^
incommoder la France de leurs Forces

maritimes ; (^ mime par des defcenteSy

OH invafions dans le Pais, (^ en toute

autre maniere: mais d'atitant qii'ilfaut

prefuppofcr publiquement, que le Roy de

France, apres avoir donnifa parole par
une lettre circulaire, nonfeulement au Roy
de la Grande Bretagne ^ aux dits Etats,

mais auffi a plufieurs Princes d'Allemagne.^

ne voudrapas manquer a unt promejfe fi fo-
lennellement donnh ; nous ne pourrions en

aucune fafon entrer en concert^ ligtte avec

I'E/pagne, avant que ce cas foit effetlive-

ment arrivd : Et nous jugeons qu'un tel

concert £5* une telle ligue faite devant la

faifon^ feroit fort capable de produire

Veffet que Monfieur le Marquisfouhaitte,
mais qui ejl tout a fait eloigne du but de

fa Majefte de la Grande Bretagne, {<? de

leurs Hautes Puijfances: car il ne peut

vous ejlre inconnu que fon Excellence pre-

ferreroit la continuation de la guerre a-

vec nos fecours, a la conclufion de la

Paix fur VAlternative. Et fa Majefte

aiiffi bien que leurs Hautes Puiffances

preferent cette paix a la continuation

d'une guerre dont ils feroient obliges de

porter toutes les depenfes, £s? dont tout le

profit feroit pour le Roy d'Efpagne. Or,
nous comprennons fort bien qu'un tel con-

cert &? une telle ligue que fon Excellence

dcfire, mettroit le Roy de France, dans

une neceffite abfolue de continuer la guer-

re ; d'autant que fe rendant apres une

telle ligue faite avec fes ennemis, il pa-

roitroit publiquement qu'tl y fut oblige

par cette liaifon, 6f par confequent par

.

fes ennemis memes : Et partant Vaffaire

eft judicieufement proposee par fon Ex-
cellence pour parvenir a fon but; mais

puifque elk nous feroit perdre le notre,

nous efperons que vous en detournerez

Monfieur le Marquis, (^ que vous luy

ferez perdre toute efperance de ne pou-

voir pas par fon grand genie meme nous

engager comme par gayete de coeur.^ o»

nous
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to enter of our own accord, where

we have no mind to come but upon a

fatal Neceflity. 1 think his Excel-

lence does wrong to the King of Great

Britain and the States, in not trading

their AfFeftion and their Honour,which
are concera'd, as well as their Intereft,

after the Alliance and the Peace they

have already made together : But if after

his Excellence has accepted our Propofi-

tions, the King oi France fhall happen

to draw back or feck Evafions, then

the King of Great Britain and the

States General entring into the Party,

and even into a Rupture with France^

it will be very juft and proper to con-

cert with his Excellence after what
manner to aft in the Territory of the

King his Mafterj and yet in the mean
while not omit entring into A£tion

without the leaft lofs of time. There-

fore it will be no way necefTary for

me to be upon our Frontiers towards

the End propofed by his Excellence,

which bcfides will be wholly impof-

fible for mej much lefs to fend any

body from hence to BruJJels^ fmce

the States Deputies, who are there

at prefent, are the fame wc fhould

choofe for the End defired : For I

aflure you I can name no body in

whom the States as well as I in parti-

cular can have greater Confidence

,

whereof I do not doubt but they will

give you Proofs, as well as of their

Sincerity and good Condudt. I de-

lire you therefore. Sir, to ufe them
with as much Freedom as me, and I

will engage they fhall do the fame by
you. And if you have been at all fa-

tisfied with my manner of tranfafting,

as I have been extremely with yours,

that you will be alfo fatisfied with that

of the faid Deputies. For the reft we
approve extremely the Diligence you
make on all fides in fending to the Mi-
nifters of the King oi England, and the

States now at Paris: And from your

common Offices we promife to our
felves an univerfal Peace in Chrifien-

dom, to the great Advantage of the

Publick, and the eternal Glory of
your felves, which no Man defires

more than he who is,

SIR,
Tour mofi humble, and

mofi affectionate Servant,

Jo. de Witt,
Vol. II.

nous ne voulons venir qu''ati cas d'une fa-

tale neceffite. 11 me femble que fan Ex-
cellence feroit tort au Roy de la Grande
Bretagne, i3 aux Etats Generaux, de

ne fe fier pas a leur affeSlion G? a leur

honneur, dont il y va ft bien que de leur

interet, apre's la liaifon ^ le pas qu'ils

ont fait deja enfemble. Mais ft apres

qu'elle aura accepte nos propofilions, le

Roy de France vient a reculer, ou cl

chercher des echappatoires-j alors le Roy
de la Grande Bretagne, ^ les Etats Ge-
neraux, entrans dans le party, (^ meme
en rupture avec la France, il fera tres ^
propos que Von concerte avec fon Excel-
lence la maniere dont on agira dans le

territoire du Roy fon Maitre; (^ que
pourtant Von ne laifj'e pas cependant cVen-

trer en a£iion fans la -moindre perte de
temps. II ne fera done niilkment necef-

faire que je me trowve fur nos frontieres

pour la fin proposce par fon Excellence,

ce que d'ailleurs me feroit tout a fait im-
pofjible } ^ encore bien moins Von en-
voye quelqu'un d'icy a Bruffclles, d'au-
tant que les Deputez des Etats qui s'y

trou'vent prefentement
^ font ceux-la meme

que Von pourroit choifir pour la fin defi'-

ree-y vous pouvant aj/eurer que je ne
pouvois nommer perfonne, en qui VEtdt
auffi bien que moy en particulier, puif-
fent avoir plus de confiance, dont il vous
donneront fans doute des preuves auffi bien

que de leur integrite 6? de leur bonne
conduite. Je vous fupplie done, Mon-
fieur, d'ufer avec eux de la mime fran-
chife, dont vous avez us^ envers moy, (^
je vous demeure garand qu'eux de leur

cote en uferont de meme : Et ft vous avez.

efle en quelque fafon fatisfait de ma ma*
niere d'agir, comme je Vay efle de la vo-
ire, que vous le ferez tout d fait de eel-'

le defditz Deputes de I'Etat. Au refle,

nous approuvons fort les diligences que
vous ferez de part ^ d''autre direEle-

ment aux Miniftres du Roy de la Grande
Bretagne i^ de cet Etat a Paris \ ^
nous nous promettons de vos Offices com-
muns la paix univerfelle de la Chretientd^

au grand profit du public, 13 a la gloire

eternelle de vos perfonnes : Laquelle vous

'

fouhaite avec autant d'affeElion que per'

fonne du monde, celuy qui efl, (^ qui de*

meurera a jamais,

Monfieur,

Votre tres humble, &
tres afFedionne Serviteur,

Joan, de Witt^

T From.
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F) om Monfienr de Witt.

IlagHCy March
SIR, r- 1668.

''-p' I S with great Satisfaftion that I

J. have learn'd from your Difpatch

pf the id Inllant, and by that of the

Deputies of this State, the provifional

Succcis it has pleas'd God to grant to

your Cares and Application to the Mar-
quis of Cajlcl-Rodrigo ; And I doubt

not but the Conduft you have ufed to

difpofe thofe of the Council of State

of this Countrey to conform to his

Excellence's Opinion , will be ap-

plauded by them. I hope, before the

Receipt of this, you will havercceiv'd

from his Excellence a Declaration in

Form, and in Writing, couched in

clear and fatisfa£tory Terms, without

any Ambiguity or Obfcurity > and, in

{hort, fuch as will leave no Occafion

or Pretext to France to find any thing

to objcft againft, but what fliall put

them to a NeceOity of declaring them-

felves plainly on their fide, upon the

Conditions and Articles of our Con-
vention, and fliall put us out of Doubt
and Trouble of what we have to do.

For my felf, 1 fhall endeavour all I

can, that this State fhall be put in a

Poflure of entring vigoroufly and ef-

feftually upon the Defence of Flanders^

in cafe, after a plain and fatisfaftory

Anfwer from his Excellence, the King
of France fhall leave us any Apprehen-
fions of his endeavouring to make far-

ther ProgrefTes in this Country, which
we cannot iuppoie without the Preju-

dice of fufpefting that the faid King
will falfify his Word given, and the

Promii'e lo folcmnly made by his pub-

lick and circular Letters j which God
forbid, and which however common
Prudence iTiould make us fuppofe to

be poUiblc, that we might not negle£t

the Means, whereof we have fo often

dif^:ourred, and upon which the States

have given Order to their AmbafTadors

in Holland^ to concert more particu-

larly with the King of Great Britain

and his Miniiters.

You have flrrther obliged me by not

giving a Copy of my foregoing Dif-

patch to the Marquis, fince in my O-
pinion lie might have made ufc of it

tb provoke and anger the King of
JFrancCy and oblige him as it were, in

point

De Monfieur de Witt.

A la Haye^ f
Monfieur, Mars, 1668,

C'yf ejie' avec heaucoup de fatisfac-

tion que fay appris par vbtre depe-

che du zd de ce moiSy C5? par celle de

Meffieurs les Deputez de I'Etat, k fuc-

cez provifionml qu'tl a pIil au bon Dieu
d^oitroyer a vos foins (^ a votre direSiion

auprez du Marquis de CaJlel-Rodrigo-y

y je ne doute point que la conduite que

'uous avez tenue pour difpofer ceux du,

confeil d'Etat de ce pais a fe conformer

au fentiment de [on Excellence ne fro-

duife leur applaudijfer>ient . J'efpcre que

devant que celle-cy vous /era rendue,

'UOUS aurez receu de fon Excellence une

declaration, dans les formes ^ par ecrit,

couchce en termes clairs ^ fatisfaifants,

fans aucune amhiguite ou obfcurite ; £j?

enfin telle qui ne laiffe aucune occafion ni

meme aucun pretexte a la France d'y

trouver quelque chofe a redire ; mais qui

la mette en neceffit6 de fe declarer anffi de

fon cote nettement fur les conditions £5?

articles de notre convention, ^ nous hors

de toute £5* d'embarras de ce que nous

avons ^ faire. ^ant a moy, je n«

manqueray pas detenir la main a ce que

FEtat fe mette tout a fait en poflure de

pouvoir accourir "vigoureufement (^ effi-

cacement a la defence du Pais-has en cat

qu'apres une declaration nette £5? fatif-

faifante de fon Excellence, le Roy de

France nous laiffe encore de Vapprehen-

fion des plus grands progrez que fa Ma-
jejl( •votidroit tacher de faire dans le

meme pais, ce que nous ne powvons pas

prefuppofer fans ejlre preoccupc d'un foub-

(on que le dit Roy voudroit bien fauffer

fa parole donnie, 6? fa promejfe ft folen-

nellement faite par des lettres publiques

£5? circulaires: ce qu''a Dieu ne plaife^

£5? ce que pourtant la prudence zrut que

nous nous figurions comme pofible, pour

ne negliger pas les moycns dont nous nous

fomnies bien fouvent entretenus, {jj" fur
lefqucls les Etats ont donne ordre a leurs

fimhaffadeurs en Angleterre de concerter

plus particulierement avec le Roy dt la

Grande Bretagne £5? fes Minifires.

Vous m'avez encore oblige de n"avoir

point donne copie de ma precedente de-

pccbe au Marquis; puifquc a men juge-

ment, on auroit pu s'ev fervir pour ai-

grir fff picquer le Roy de France, ^
pour robliger en quelque fafon par point

d'hon-
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point of Honour, to be obftinate in

the War againft the Defire and In-

tention of the King of England and

the States; but by giWng his Excel-

lence fo much part therein) as to read

to him our feparate Articles > that is,

•what I cannot but entirely approve,

as being wholly agreeable to my man-
ner of proceeding, as well as your

Precaution, wherewith you kept the

common Caufe from the Danger a-

bove-mentioned, in not giving him a

Copy. For the reft, I refer my felf

to what the Deputies of the States

Ihall have already told you upon the

Contents of your former Difpatch,

and to what they (hall communicate to

you from time to time, of the Inten-

tions oi their High and Mightineffes^ and

Ihall ever remain what I am with
Paflion,

SIR,
Tour mojl affeSiofiatCi

and humble Servant,

Jo. de Witt.

d'honneur, h s'opinidtrer dans la guerre

contre le but (^ foubait du Roy de la

Grande Bretagne, fcf des Etats Generaux.

Mais que vous ayez donn^ part h [on Ex-
cellence par lecture de nos articles fepa'

rez, c'eft ce que je ne puis qu"approwver

entiercment^ comme eflant fort conforms

h ma maniere d'agir (^ de proceder;

auffi bien que la precaution dont vous a-

vez garanti la caufe commune du fudit

danger, en ne luy en ayant point donne

copie. Au refle je me remets a ce que

Meffieurs les Deputez de VEtat vous au-

ront dija dit (^ temoigne fur le contenu de

votre depeche precedente, ^ a ce qu^il

vous communiqueront de temps en temps

de Vintention de leurs Hautes Puiffances :

Et demeureray a jamais celuy que fuis a-

vec paffion.

MonCeur,'

Votre trcs afFeftionne 8c

tres humble Serviteur,

Johan. de Witt.

From Monfieur de Witt.

Hague, March
SIR, i<5. 1668.

YOUR Difpatch of the iithln-

ftant did not come to my Hands
till the 14th at Noon, the Courier

who brought it having not been dif-

mifs'd from Brufjels till the i^th.

I was very glad to fee you had at laft

difpofed the JVIarquis to difpatch the

Baron of Bergeyck for Jix la Chapelle,

being very much perfuaded that it im-
ports us mightily to have a quick Con-
clufion of the Peace, or elfe to fee

clearly into the moft inward Difpofi-

tions of the King of France, as well as

thofe of the Spanifh Court j and that

all Delay is very prejudicial to our In-

tentions, and to the Interefts of Spain.

And that we may be neither furprized

nor abufed on either fide, I think in

the prefent Conjunfture two things

are abfolutely ncceflary : The firft is,

that England and this State be well fur-

nifhed by Sea and Land ; and the o-

ther, that we take away, not only all

lawful Caufe, but alfo as much as pof-

fible, all Pretext from France to delay

Vol. II. or

De Monfieur de Witt.

A la Haye, \6.

Monfieur, Mars, 1668.

VOTRE depeche du 11 me Je ce

mois ne m^a efii rendue que le \ 4me

apres 'midy j le courier qui Va apport^e,

n'ayant efie expedie ^ parti de Bruffelles

que le I5"ie.

y^ay efts fort aife de voir que vous a-

viez enfin difpose Monfieur le Marquis
de Caftel-Rodrigo, a depecher le Baron
de Bergeyck promptement vers Aix la

Chapelle } efiant tres perfuade qii'il nous

importe d''avoir une prompte conclufion de

la paix, ou de voir clair dans les inten'

tions les plus interieures du Roy de
France, auffi bien que dans celle de la

cour d'Efpagne j y que tout delai eft

fort prejudiciable a nos intentions (^ aux
interets de I'Efpagtie : Et afin que nous

ne puiffions pas eftre furpris ou abuses de

cote ou d^autre j je juge quen la conjun-

£lure prefente deux chafes nous font abfo-

lument neceffaires : dont la premiere eft

que I'Angleterre G? cet Etat foient bien

armls par mer i3 par terre j y Vautre
qWen 6te non feulement toute caufe legi'

time, mais aufji tant que faire fe psurra,

T Z tout
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or avoid the concluding and fignJng

the Treaty of Peace.

To fatisfy on our fide for the firft

Point, we are refolved, as foon as the

Seafon will perraitj to fend into the

Field all our Cavalry, which confillsof

7^00 Horfc, and provifionally af Re-
giments of our Foot, for which the

chief Rendezvous fhall be at Bergep-

zoom, or thereabouts j from whence
there will be a convenient March in a

few Days into moft part of the King

of Spain's Places in the Netherlands.

I

We have alfo given Order for equip-

ing48 Ships of War, above the Num-
er commonly ufed for Guard and

Convoy : and the States have already

given Order to their Ambafladors in

England, to concert with the King of

Great Britain and his Minifters, upon

the Number of Ships and Men that

each Party fhall be obliged to have

ready, and in what time. Befides,

the Deputies of the State have this

Day finally agreed with the Minifters

of the Dukes of Brunftvick and Lune-

hourg, to bring into the Service of this

State three Regiments of Horfe, and

5000 Foot } and I hope the Treaty

will be figned to Morrow, or the next

Day. And farther, they are going

here to augment the old Militia by

new Levies, to the Number of 1 2000

Men, with the Troops of the faid

Dukes, which are to enter into the

Service of the State: And I will not

fail of helping wh,\c I can to the ac-

complifhing of all this, as foon as it

can be done by the Conftitution of the

Government. And if you approve all

the(e Preparations and Diligences, as

I hope you will fince they Teem very

neceflary, and no way ofFenfive, fince

he who really dcfires the Peace, will

find in it his Support and Advantage)
and that thefc Forces fliall not be em-
ploy'd till the laft Neccflity againfi:

him, that by his Wilfulnels would
difappoint Chrifiendom of the Benefit

of it ; I defire you by your Letters to

make the Exhortations necefiary to the

King of England and his Minifters,

that they may not fail on that fide to

make the like Preparations and Dili-

gences.

As to the fecond Point, I think it

imports much that the Marquis of

Cajlcl-

tout pretexte a la France de delaier oh

d^efquii-er la conclufion 13 la fignattire du
traitt^ de paix.

Pour fatisfaire de rwtre cote au pre-

mier point, nous fomrnes refotus de rnct-

tre en campagne, aujitot qu^ la faifon le

pourra permettre^ toute notre cavallei'iey

qui confifte en fept milk (^ trots cens

chevaux, £?" p'rovijionellement vingt cinq

regimens de notre infanterie, pour lequel

le principal rendezvoHS fcra a Beigopzoom

Cj" aux environs j place fort commode pour

pouvoir de la nous jetter en peu de terns

la plufpart des places dn Roy d'Efpagne

au Pais-bas.

j^uffi ai'ons nous donnJ ordre pour Pe-

quipage de quarante £5? huit vaiJJaHx de

guerre par dejj'us le nombre qui fert pour

la garde 13 I'efcorte ordinaire : Et il y a
deja quelque terns que les Etats ont don-

ne ordre a leurs Ambajj'adcurs en Angle-

terre de concerter avec le Roy de la

Grande Bretagne (3 fes Minifires fur le

Nombre (3 la quantite des Vaifjeaux 13
homnies, que chacun s^obligeroit d'avoir

tout prcts t3 en quel terns. Outre ccla

les Deputez de VEtat font tornbez aw
jourdbuy fmalement d^accord avcc les

Minifires des Dues de Bronfinicb li3 de

Lunebourg, pour faire pafj'er au fervice

de cet Etat trois regimens de Ca-valleric,

13 trois milk hommes a pied j ^ fef-
pere que le traittS en poutra efire figne

demain, ou apres demain -j 13 au furplus

lat-on icy encore augmenter la vielle mz-
lice par des nouvelles levees jufques au
nombre de douze milk hommes, y com-
pris les troupes defdits Dues qui paj/'eront

au fervice de cet Etat: Et je ne man-
queray pas de tenir la main., (3 de pref-

fer autant qu'il me fcra pofjible que tout

ce que cleffus aye [on accomplicement le

pltttot qu'il fe pourra faire felon la con~

Jiitution de ce gouvernement. Et fi vous

approuvez toutes ces preparailom K3 dili-

gences, comme fefpere, 13 que'elles me
femblent fort necefj'aires (3 nullcment of-

fen^antes; d''autant que celuy qui voudra

la Paix reelkment, y trouvera fon appuy

i3 fon avantagc; i3 que leur emploi fcra

de la derniere neceffite contre celuy qui par

fon opinidtrcte en voudroit fruflrer la Chre-

lientd : Je vous fupplie de faire les exhor^

tations necefj'aires par vos lettres au Roy
de la Grande Bretagne (3 a fes Mini-

fires, afin que de cc cote la on ne vianque

pas de faire des femblabks p-eparatifs (3
les memes diligences.

pliant au fecond point, Je croy qiiil

importe grandement que Menficur le

Mar-
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CaJ}el-Rodrip fhould explain himfelf

upon which of the two Conditions

propol'ed by the alternative^ he pre-

tends to have accepted j wherein there

feems thelefs Difficulty i fince his Ex-
cellence will, without doubt, explain

himfelf for the abandoning the Places

the King of France has conquer'd the

lall Campaign, with their Dependan-
ces. But then I think it will be our
Interdft and Duty, to endeavodr that

fome reafonable Exchange be made,
for Places far in the Heart of Flan-

ders-, againft Places lately taken in the

Franche Compte', or others that fhall be

more for the Advantage of France,

and Icfs for the Inconvenience of Spain

and us.

Befides, to take all Pretext from

France which they may pretend to

make upon a Defeft of Powers in the

faid Marquis, either in the principal

Matter, or by Default of a Claufe of

Subftitution, or otherwife : I think it

will be very neceflary that the King of

Great Britain and the States General

fhall be obliged to ratify and accom-
plilh whatever (hall be treated and
concluded at Aix, and fliall promife

in the firmeft manner the King of

France can defire, to oblige Sfain in

cafe of Neccffity to the faid Ratifica-

tion and Accomplifhment, by all their

Forces both by Sea and Land : And in

iTiort, that in every Occurrence they

will do very judiciouily to obviate all

Exceptions and Delays v/hich can be
brought to the Prejudice of the Peace.

But farther , when we Ihall have
brought the King of France to an ab-

folute Neccffity of either finally con-
cluding, or difcovering his Intention

contrary to the Peace j in that Cafe,

upon the firft Step France fhall make
to fruftrate Chriflendom of fuch <>, ge-

neral Good,' the King of Great Britain

and the States fhall v/ithout farther

Delay, bring all their Forces by Sea

and Land, not only for Defence of the

Spaniards, but alfo for the Intent fpe-

cified in the third of our Separate Ar-
ticles, and more amply deduced in my
Difpatch of the zfthof February lafl.

For ^he rell, if you have received

the King of Great Britain''^ Ratifica-

tion upon our lafl Marine Treaty, I

fhall wait till you think proper to ex-

change it i upon which I Ihall endea-

vour to conform the States to your
Defire j whether our Ratification fhall

be

Mi^rquii de Cafiel- Rodrigo s'explique^

laquelle des deux conditions proposees par
I'Alternative il entand avoir accepte :

En quoy il me fcmble tant moins de dif-

ficult^, que c'eft Jans contredit que fon

Excellence s^expUquera pour I'abandon-

nement des places que le Roy de France a
conquis la campagne pafsce, avec leurs

dependances : Mais ce /era ce me femble
alors de mtre interet ^ de notre devoir

de travailler puijfamment afin que quel-

que ^change raifonable fe puiffe faire des

places les plus ava>icees en Flandre, centre

des places nouveUement occnpees dans la.

Franche Compte , o:i autres qui feront

plus en la bienfeance de la, France, &?
moins a Vincommodite de VEfpagne (^ dt
nous autres.

De plus ; pour oter <i la France tout

pretexts dont elk fe pourroit fervir d-

raifon qiCil pourroit y avoir quelqiie mau'
quement au pouvoir du dit Marquis, ou en

la matiere principals:, m par defaut de la.

claufe de fubftitution on autrement ; il

me femble qiCil fera trcs n£cefaire qua k
Roy do la Grande Bretagne (^ les Etats

Generaux fe faffent fort 4c la ratifica-

tion (^ de raccomplijfement de tout ce

qui fera traitti i§ conclii a Aixi i3 pro-
mettent en la maniere la plus forte que

le Roy de France le pourra defirer, d'ob-

liger en cas de befoin PEfpagne a la dite

Ratification, fj? an dit accompliffement,

de toutes leurs forces par mcr (3 par ter-

re: Et enfin, qu'en tout autre occur-

rence on fera trcsjudicieufement d'obvier

a toutes Its exceptions ^ delais qui pour-

roient eftre apporte'z au prejudice de la

paix. Mais auffi quand on aura mis

par la le Roy dc France dans nne necefite

abfolue de proteder outre a la conclufion

finale, ou de decoiivrir fon intention con-

traire a la paix j qu''alors a la premiere

demarche que la France feroit pour fruf-
trer la Cbretiente d'un bien ft falutaire^

le Roy de la Grande Bretagne 6? les

Etats Gcneraux feroient agir incontinent

i^ fans marchander, toutes leurs forces

par mer (^ par terre, non feulement

pour la defence des Efpagnols, mais auf-

fi pour la fin fpecifiee au troifieme de nos

articles fepares, (Jf plus amplcment de-

duite en ma depeche du zf Fevrierpafse

.

Au rcfte,fattendray de vos muvelks

fi vous avez receu la ratification du Roy
de la Grande Bretagne fur notre dernier

traiti de Marine, que vous jugerez a
propos que Von en fafse Vechange j fur
quoy je tacheray de difpofer les Etats a-

fe conformer a voire defir j foit que Fort

envoys
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be fent to our Commiflioncrs now
with you j or whether you will pleafe

to fend your Secretary or your Brother

here to the Hague -, or whether you

know any way will pleafe you better :

For in this and every other Occur-
rence, I fhall endeavour to follow

your Dcfires, and fccond your Inten-

tions, as being not by Form of Com-
pliment, but very really,

SIR,
Tour, &c.

sfivoye notre ratification h tnains de tios

commiJJ'aires qtti fe trouvent prefente'

ment auprez de vous j foil que -vous en-

voyez i-otre Secretaire, on Hen Monfieur

•uotre Frere icy a la Haye j ou que vous

f^achiez encore quelque autre fafon qui

foit plus a I'otre gout : Car, (^ en cela,

(^ en toute autre occurrence, je tacheray

de fuivre vos defirs, 13 de fcconder vos

intentions, confine ejiant non par forme

de compliment, mais fort reellcmenty

Monfieur,
Votre, i^c.

From Monfieur de Witt.

Hague, Mar.
SIR, Zf. 1668.

I
Received the Honour of yours of

the zfth Inftant, upon which I

will tell you in few Words, that I am
wholly of your Opinion; as well for

what regards the King of France's

Difpofition to carry on the War, the

Infufficiency of his Offer to reftore all

he may conquer between the firft of

^pril and the fifteenth of May, the

Itrained Exceptions againft the Mar-
quis of Caftel-Rodrigd's Powers, and

his Acceptation of the yiltcrnati've :

as chiefly for what regards the Forces

to be raifed with all poffible Readi-

nefs, and the manner by which we
ought to proceed to the Defence of

the Netherlands, as foon as the King
of France fliall begin to move againll

them. The States arc every Day more
confirmed in the ftmc Sentiments, as

their Aftions declare, by marching an

Army with all Diligence to Bergop-

zno;n, and by fending an Exprefs to

the King oi Great Britain with. Intel-

ligence, that they are of Opinion, that

in order to fatisfy the King of France

upon the Scruples propofed in Mon-
fieur de Lionne's Paper of the ipth In-

ftant, with Promiies and Affuranccs

fufiicient, we muil let him know dif-

creetly, and yet politively, that we
think his Generofity will not fuffer

him to ruin a State, or a Minifterof
Spain, whom the King of England
and the States General have obliged at

his Requeit, to accept the Conditions
prefcrib'd, with a formal Aflurance,

that by that means he (hould free him-
felf

De Monfieur de Witt.

A la Haye, 2f
Monfieur, MarSy 1668.

J""
AT hien receu la lettre dont il vous

a plu m'honnorer du Zfme ^e ce moisy

furquoy je vous diray en peu des mots

que je fuis tout d, fait de votre opiniofty

tant d regard de la difpofition du Roy de

France a continuer la guerre, Vinfufii-

fancc de Voffre de vouloir reflituer tout

ce qu'il pourroit conquerir entre le pre-

mier d'Avril (3 Is if™^ May
-J
ks ex-

ceptions recherchccs contre les pouvoirs du.

Marquis de Caflcl-Rodrigo , ^ contre

fon acceptation de Faltcrnative ; que

principalement £5? fur tout a Vegard de

Varmemcnt que Von devroit avancer avec

toute la promptitude poffible, ^ de la

maniire de laquelle on devra accourir a
la defence du Pais-bas, des que le Roy
de France commcncera h fe remuer pour

Vaccabier. Les Etats ont deja approuvS

(3 confirme encore de jour en jour les

memes fentimcnts par Icurs aSiions ; fai-

fant marcher en toute diligence une ar-

mie aux environs de Bergopzoom, &* ay-
ant envoy^ leur avis par un exprcz ait

Roy de la Grande Brctagne, qu'ils font

d'opinion qii'auffi bicn que de fatisfaire

au Roy de France fur les fcrupules propo-

ses dans Vecrit du Sicur de Lionne du
\^^^ de ce mois, avec des affeurances i3
promeffes fufiifantes, il faudra luy faire

favoir difcrctcment, (3 neantmoins bicn po-

fitivemcnt, que nous jugeons que fa gene-

rofitS ne pourra pas pcrmettrc qu'il acca-

blc un Etat ou un Minifire d'Efpagnc,

que le Roy d'Angleterre £5* les Etats Ge-
neraux ont oblige a fa requifition d'ac
cepter les conditions prefcrites, avec une

afj'eurance formelk que par Ih il fe deli-

vreroit
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felf from all Danger of the War. And,
at leaft, that the Honour and good
Faith of the King of Great Britain and

the States cannot fuffer fuch a State

ox Minijler to be injured without lend-

ing him their Service and Affiftance.

And by every body's Difpofition here

I am aflured, that as foon as the A-
greement is concluded, we fhall march
to the AfJirtance of the Netherlands^

upon the firft Step France fhall make
to attack them, if the King of Eng-

land will do the like. But to acquit

our Confciences, and let the World
fee the Juftice of our proceeding, I

am entirely of Opinion we muft make
all Advances, and give all due Aflu-

rances to France., to oblige them to

the Peace. Upon v/hich, with many
other Particulars, I refer you to the

Deputies of the States to communicate

to you } having not time at prefent to

enlarge farther, but only to repeat in

one Word, that I am truly,

SIR,
Your, &c.

Johan. de Witt.

zreroit de tout danger de la guerre : Et
qiCau mains I'honneur (^ la bonne foy
du Roy de la Grande Bretagne fc? des

Etats, ne potirra pas fouffrir qii'on acca-

hie nn tel Etat ou un tel Minijlre, fans
lay prcter letirs fervices (^ ajjiftances

:

Et je ne -vols point de difpofition icy, qui

ne rn'affeure que Voppignoration cfiant

conclue , en marchera au fecours des

Pais-bas des la premiere demarche que le

Roy de France fera pour Vattaquer, ft le

Roy de la Grande Bretagne en veut faire

autant. Mais pour nous fatisfaire en

bonne confcience\ £9* pour faire voir «
tout le monde la juftice de notre precede^

Je fuis entierement d'opinion qu'il fau-
dra faire toutes les avances, 6? donner
toutes les ajfeurances requifes a la France,

pour parvenir^ £5* pour Vobliger h la

paix. Surquoy, comme aujft fur plufi-

eurs atitres particularitez^ je me remets

a ce que les Deputez de VEtat vous com'
muniquefont plus en detail., nayant pas
de terns de m'etendre icy plus amplement^

mais feulement pour repeter en un mot
que je fuis tres veritablement,

Monfieur,

Votre, &?<•.

Johan. de Witti

From Monfieur de Witt.

Hague, ylpril

SIR, 4, 1668.

I
Could not immediately anfwer
yours of the id Inflant, by reafon

of a Fever I got by a great Cold laft

Night-, but towards Noon the Fe-

ver lefTening, gives me leave at prefent

to tell you, that tho' it is now fome
Days unce Monfieur Bevernin^s De-
parture for Aix la Chapelle, yet I do

not fee how in the prefent Conjun-

fture of Affairs it fliould be more ne-

ceflary for you to refide in that City

than at BruJ/els > but on the contrary,

that the Affair is now reduced to fuch

a Point, that the Bufinefs which car-

ried you to j^ix, ought to be treated

and finifh'd in a few Days, in the

Place where you are, and in the Ne-
therlands', and I think the King of
England's Minifters, and thofe of the

States at Paris, have negotiated with
Addrefs in procuring us an Inllrument,

which

De Monfieur de fi^ht.

A la Haye, 4
Monfieur, Jvril, 1668.

UN grand rheunte qui m'afufcite une

fievre la nuit pafsh, a efte caufe

que je n'ay pas pii vous repondre d'abord

a votre lettre du zd de ce mois : Mais
vers le midi la fievre eftant beaucoup di-

minuee, me laiffe prefentement la facultS

de vous dire, que quoy qu'il y a d^ja

quelques jours que Monfieur de Beverning

eft parti pour fe rendre a Aix la Chapeh
le, je ne voy pas pourtant que dans la

conjon6lure prefente des affaires, votre

fejour foit plus '.neceffaire au dit lieu qtCa

Bruffelles; mais que tout au contraries

Vaffaire eft prefentement 7'eduite a un
point, que ce pour quoy vous vous fuffiez

tranfporti a Aix, fe pourra £sf fe devra
traitter (^ achcvcr en peu de jours aa
lieu ou vous eftes 6? au Pais-bas : Et il

me femble que MeJJieurs les Miniftres da
Roy de la Grande Bretagne £5* des Etats

a Paris, ont negoti^ adroitement de nous

avoir
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which in a few Days will put us in a

clear Light upon what wc arc finally

to rcfolvc and to doi if the Marquis

of Caftel-Kodrigo feconds us, as we
hope and expcd from his Prudence,

and from the vifible Intereft of his

Mailer, which obliges him to it. I

fpeak of the Projcdt of the Treaty

drawn upon the Foot of the Alterna-

tive, and concerted between the faid

Minifters of our Mailers at Paris^ and

the CommiiTioners of the King of

France^ whereof I am fure you have

received a Copy from Sir John Trevor.

I think this Projcft gives us a certain

•way of obtaining the Peace } or elfe a

War, wherein all xJac Princes Tixxd States

of Chrificndom will fupport us, or at

leaft, commend our Conduft and Pro-

ceeding. And I think we mull pro-

ceed in it after this manner : I fuppofe

before-hand that you and our Deputies

with you, will not be at much pains

to difpofe the Marquis to fend imme-
diately a Power to Monfieur Beverning

and Sir John Trevor, to fign in his (the

Marquis's) Name, and from the King
his Mafler, the 1 reaty with the King
of France's CommiiTioners, agreeable

to the Projeft abovemention'd, which
I find entirely conformable to our A-
greemcnt and fecret Articles, as Mon-
fieur Beverning tells us, that he and

Sir John Trevor made the fame Judg-
ment of it. Unlefs his Excellency would
rather fign the faid Treaty himfelf,

and receive the Exchange of it figned

by the King of France. In which Cafe

I think there may be only writ on the

Top of the Projeft, yi Treaty of Peace

between the Kings of
* And in the * Spain and France to

'ment ^"o"' P^^'^^^^ difpHting iipon the

Trance and '^^rm: of the Preface
-y

Sfain. and beneath, to add the

Date. This being done,

the aforefaid Minifters at Paris muft,

in my Opinion, offer the King of
France to fign in the King o( Spain's

Name, or (in cafe his Excellency
thinks fit to fign himfclf) to ex-

change the Treaty figned •, on condi-
tion that France will confent to a rea-

fonable time to procure the Ratifica-
tion from the Queen of Spain j and a-

boye all, the Continuance of the Cef-
fation ofArms during the time agreed.

I fee that for granting this Term a lit-

tle more to the Humour of France,

you will be more liberal and complai-

avoir fceu procurer un inlirument (fui

nous mettra en peu de jours dans une

clarte entiere pour refoudre finalenicnt ce

que nous aurons a faire \ fi le Marquis

de Cajiel-Rodrigo nous y feconde comme

nous Vefperons i3 Vattendons de fa pru-

dence (^ de I'interet vifihk de fon Maitre

qui Vy oblige. Je park du projit de

traitte drefse fur le pie de I'alternative

6? concert^ entre les dits Minifires de noi

Maitres a Paris fe? les Cornmiffaires du

Roy de France, dont je m'aff'eure que

vous aurez receu copie de la part de Mon-
fieur Trevor. II me fcmhle que ce pro-

jet nous donne en main un moyen aff'euri

pour avoir la paix, ou une guerre dans

laquelle tous les Princes iy Etats de let

Chretiente nous appuyeront, ou au mains

loueront notre procede ^ nbtre condmte.

Et voicy comme quoy, a mon avis., nous

y pourrions proceder. Je prefuppoje que

vous 6? Meffieurs nos Deputez qui fe
trouvent auprez de vous, nauront pas

beauccup de peine a difpofer Monfieur le

Marquis d'envoyer incontimnt un pou-

voir a Meffieurs van Beuningen {§ Tre-

vor, pour figner en fon nam 13 de la

fart du Roy fon maitre, le traitti avec

les Commiffaires du Roy de France, con-

formement au projet fufdit que je trouve

entierement conforme a nbtre convention

i3 ^ nos articles fecrets; ainfi que le

Sieur van Beuningen nous mande auffi^

que luy 6? Monfieur Trevor en ont rendu
ce meme jugement. Si ce ti'efi qus fon
Excellence aime mieux de figner luy

meme le dit traitte, {if d'en rccevoir un
en echange figne de la part du Roy de

France, au quel cas il me fcmhle que Von
n'auroit qu'a mettre defj'us le projet,

Traitte de paix entre les

Roys * d'Efpagne (Jc de * Et en I'au-

Francej pour ne difputer
""^ '"ftru-

pas fur les tcrmes de la jrrance u- 'd'-

preface; ^ au has d'a- F.f^-agne.

joutcr la date. Cela e-

fiant fait , il faudra a mon jugement

que les dits Minifires a Paris offrent

au Roy de France de figner au nom du
Roy d'Efpagne, ou bien d'echangir le

traitte figne, fit fon Excellence ayt trouv6

bon de figner luy mhne ; moyennant que

la France accorde un terme raifonable

pour procurer la ratification de la Reyne
d'Efpagne, fjf fiur tout la continuation

de la ceffation d'armes pendant ce terme

un peu au gre de la France, vous fieriez

plus liberal ou complaifant que moy > car

au lieu que vous vous contcnteriez du

terms de i^me de May cy-devant propose

far
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fant than I : For whereas you are fa-

tisfied with the Term till the ifch of

May already propofed by Monfieur de

Rwvigny., I think Reafon and Decency
fhould oblige to take till the End of

May. And if the King of France re-

fufes either to fign on his fide ; or to

grant the faid Term with the Cefla-

tion of Arms, I Ihould not flick to

declare immediately for Spain, and aft

by Sea and Land in Conformity to our

third Separate Article.

And fince it cannot enter into a rea-

fonable Man's Mind, that the Queen
of Spain can be fo blind as not to rati-

fy the faid Treaty, by
* The County which a * whole Pro-
cf Burgundy, yince is reftored, and a

Minor King delivered

from being engaged in a fecond War
with us and Spain -, I fhould not be

hard at granting the King of France

whatever he can demand with any Ap-
pearance of Reafon, in a Cafe that

will never arrive j chiefly, becaufe

many Princes of Germany will then de-

clare on our Side, who might elfe

(blinded by the Appearances of Reafon

in Monfieur de Lionne's Letter of the

ipth paft) abandon us entirely. The
King o£ Sweden or hisMinifler zx Lon-

don, do, I think, ftretch the Cord too

far, and he will break it if he does not

yield a little. However, we have laft

jVednefday fent fuch Orders to our

Ambailadors, that I doubt not a good
Succefs of this Negotation.

For the other Points of your Let-

ter, I muft refer my felf to what you
can learn from our Deputies and his

Excellency, by Advices from the Am-
bafiador Don Eflevan de Gamarra.

Therefore 1 fhall conclude remaining,

S I Ry

par Monfietir de Rwjigny, il me femble

que la raifon ^ la bienfeance nous obli-

geroient bien de prendre jufques au der-

nier jour de May : Et fi le Roy de France

vient a. refufcr on la fignature de fon
cote, ott le termc ai'ec la ceffation d'ar-

mes, je ne hefiterois point a nous declarer

d'abord fans marchander
, pour I'E-

fpagne, ^ agir par mer 13 par terre en

conformite du yme de ms articles fepa-

rez.

Et comme il ne peut tomber dans Ve-

fpirit d'un homme raifonable, que la

Reyne d^Efpagne pourroit efire fi aveu-

gle que de ne ratifier point le dit traitt6

qui luy fait rendre une
* Province entiere, ^ qui * La Comte de

delivre un Roy mineur ^ourgogne.

d'un fecond accablement de

rAngleterre (3 de cet Etat j je ne ferois

nullement chiche a accorder au Roy de

France tout ce qu'il pourroit demander
avec quelque apparence de raifon, dans
un cas qui n'echerra pas. Principak'
ment parceque plufieurs Princes d' ^Ik-
magne alors fe dcclareront de noftre par-
ti, qui fans ccln, aveugles par les appa-
rtnces du raifonnement compris dans la.

lettre ds Monfieur de Lionne du \^me da
mois pafse, nous abandonneroient entierc-

ment. Le Roy de Suede, ou fon Mini-

fire a Londres me femble trop tendre la,

corde ; ^ il la rompra s'il ne fe met un
peu a la raifon : Neantmoins nous avons
encore Vendredy pafse envoye tels ordres

a tios Ambaffadeurs que je ne doute d'un
bon fucces de cette negotiation.

G)uant aux autres points de votre let-

tre, je fiis oblige de me remettre a ce

que vous pourrez entendre de nos Depu-
tes i3 de fon Excellence par les avis de

V Ambaffadeur Don Efievan de Gamarra.

Ceft pourquoy en finiffant je demeureray

comme je fuis veritablement.

Your, &c.

Johan. de Witt.

Monfieur,
Votre, t3c.

Johan. de Witt.

From the EleBor of Mentz. De I'Eledeur de Ma'yence,

Mentz, April

12. i668.My Lord,

HAving heard of your Excellency's

Arrival at Aix la Chapelle, to af-

Cft in his Majefty of Great Britain's

Vol. il Name

A Mayence, i z

Monfieur, Avril, i668.

ATant fceu Varrivie de votre Excel-
lence a Aix la Chapelle pour y

affifier au nom defaMajefii de la Grande
U Bretagne



I yo Letters of Sir William Temple,

Name at a Negotiation of Peace be-

tween the two Crowns, I could not

forbear exprefling my Joy, and the

Confidence I have that the Interven-

tion and Authority of fo great a King,

will give much Weight to the Affair,

and very much facilitate the Peace j

which employing all my Thoughts at

prefent, I have difpatch'd to the faid

Town of j^ixy the Baron of Schonborn

my Nephew, with Orders to render

all Offices from me to your Excellen-

cy, and to contribute all he can to-

wards a Peace fo neceflary to the Re-
pofe of all Chrifiendom. In the mean
time I defire your Excellency to be

aflured, that, as 1 fhall always reckon

it an Honour to ferve the King your

Maftcr, fo I rtiall never let pafs any

Occafion of fliewing in particular that

I am.

My Lord,

Tour Excellency's mojl humble,

and affectionate Servant,

J. Ph. El. de Mayence.

From Monfieur de Witt.

SIR,
Hague, April

\6. 1668.

AFter having writ to you on the

4th, I find my felf honour'd by

two of yours of tlic pth and 14th In-

ftant. The Marquis of Cajlel-Rodri-

.go's manner of tranfafting does infinite-

ly difpleafe us ; and we believe we have

cntcr'd enough into his Defigns, to

conclude, that his Aim is to delay the

figning of theProjc£t, and the fending

of the Powers till the French begin to

be in Motion; and in the mean while

to fign or fend the Power defircd, and

fummon us by virtue of a former Pro-

mife, to oppofe our Arms againft thofc

of France, which will then begin to

enter into Action, and by that means
fet us into an open War by Advance.
However, to give the faid Marquis the

ampleft Aflurance, and to convince
him he is in the wrong, wc v/ere wil-

ling entirely to agree to your Advice,
and to authorize our Deputies to pafs

a Promife with you in due Form by
Writing, inferting in it the fafne

Words

Bretagne a la negotiation de la paix en-

tre Ics deux Couronnesy Je n'a pu
m^emptcher de luy tanoigner ma joye, £5*

la confiame que fay que I'intervention £5?

Vautorite d'un Roy fi puijfant donnera,

un poids tres grand a raffaire, {3 faci-

liter de beaucoup Ik conciliation 6? le

retaUiffcment de cette paix : Laquelle

faifant aujourdhuy tous mes foins, fay
depeche a la dite ville d'Aix le Baron de

Schonborn man neveu avec ordre d'offrir

G? de rendre a vttre Excellence de ma.

part, tous les offices, ^ de contribuer de

[on poffible pour parvenir a la fin que

I'on s'efl proposce, pour obtenir une paix

fi neceffaire au repos de toute la Chre-

tiente. .. Cependant je pric vbtre Excel-

lence d'efire affeurSe que comme je feray

toujour! gloire de fervir le Roy fi)n mai-

tre ; de meme je ne perdray jamais Voc-

cafion oiije pourray temoigner en mon par-

ticulier que je fuis,

Monfieur,

De votre Excellence, le tres humble,

& tres affedtionne Serviteur,

y.Pb.E.ds Mayence.

De Monfieur de Witt,

A Ici Haye, i (5

Monfieur, Avril, 1668.

APres que je vous ay ecrit le ^me je

tne trouve honore de vos deux de-

peches du ()me £5? i^we de ce mots. La
maniere d'agir de Monfieur le A'larquis

de Cafiel-Rodrigo nous deplait infini-

ment ; ^ nous croyons penetrer afses

fes visees, pour conchirre que fon but eji

de delayer la fignature du projet ^ Ven-

voy du pouvoir jufques a ce que les Fran-

cois commencent a fe remuer -j t§ de figner

en meme temps on d'envoyer le pouvoir

defire, 6? de nous fommcr en vertu d'une

promeffe prealable d'oppofer nos armes

centre celles de France qui commenceront

alors d'entrer en ailion., ^ par ainfi nous

mettre en guerre ouverte par provifion.

Neanimoins pour donner au dit Marquis

une affeurance plus ample, [^ pour ache-

ver de le mettre dans le tort, nous avons

bien voulu nous conformer entierement a,

votre avis, 13 autorifer nos Deputez a

paffer avec vous la promeffe en bonne £5?

deiie forme par ecrit, y inferant les

miSmes paroles du troifteme de nos arti-

cles
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Words of our third Separate Article.

And I think you have very judicioufly

Gonlidered, that the Condition of the

Promifc ought to be, not only the

Signing of the Project and Powers j

but if after the Signing, t^c. France

refufes either to confent to it, or to

continue the Sufpenfion of Arms, we
believe we have great Caufe to com-
plain of the Marquis, that notwich-

ftanding the folemn Promife made by
the States General^ and delivered to

Don Eftevan de Gamarra in their Re-
folution of the fth of this Month, he
has delay'd to fign and difpatch the

Power i fo that if this had been done

at firft, we had been already out of all

Doubt J for either the Conclufion of

it would have been purfued at Paris

with the Sufpenfion of Arms \ or, in

cafe of Refufal, England and this State

would already aft in earneft, and with

a good Confcience for Spain. And I

deiire you to let his Excellency fee as

plainly as poffible, that if now after

the figning and fending the Power to

PariSy and before the King of France

can be inform'd of it, he fliall receive

any Difgrace, it is himfelf he ought
to impute it to > for England and this

State will not put into his Hands the

Power of involving them in an open
War with France^ unfeafonably, and
againft their Intention clearly exprefs'd

in the Agreement of the Zfth Inftant >

which would have happen'd if we had
left him the liberty to delay the fign-

ing or fending his Power, till he had
provoked the French to movcj or if

then figning or fending the Power, he
had the Right of employing our Troops
againft thofe of Frawcf, before the King
of France could have had Intelligence

of the faid figning or fending of the
faid Power, and by confequence be-

fore the faid King could have finifhed

the Treaty, and continued the Sufpen-

fion of Arms. I hope, and am aflu-

red, that after this Pace, which is the

laft the States are capable of making
in this Conjunfture, the Marquis will

not delay a Mohient the figning and
fending of the Peace to Paris ; but if,

contrary to all Appearance, he fhould

be capable of doing fo, I defire you to

let him know, that neither England
nor the States can aflift one who ma-
nifeftly refufes, and confequenrly that

he will be abandoned on all Sides

;

and alfo that we fhall 4nd our felves

Voi,. 11. under

cles feparcs j fj" je juge que votts avez
tres judicieufevient confidere que la co}i-

dition de Li proiiicjfe doit ejire non feulc-

7nent la fignature du projet fe? cks pon-

voirs; 'inais fi apres la fignature ^ i^c.

la France refufe ou d'y confentir^ ou, de

continner la fuffenfwn d'armes: Nous
croyons avoir grand fujet de nous plain-

dre da Sieur Marquis en ce que non ob~

fiant la promejfe folennel'.c, faite par les

Etats Generauxj ^ dcUvree a Don Efle-

van de Gamarra dans kur refolation du

fme de ce mois il a delaye de figner 13
de depecher le pouvoir; d'antant

^
que

fi cela eut vfte fait d'ahord ^ nous nouS

trouverions deja hors de toute obfcuriti;

car ou la conclufion en auroit ejle fuivie
a Paris, avec la fufpenfion d^armes } ou
en cas de rcfus, V Angleterre ^ cct Etat
agiroit deja de bon coeur (^ en bonne

confcience pour VEfpagne. Et je vous

fupplie de faire voir a fon Excellence le

plus 'vi'vement qu'il fe pourra faire, que

fi a cette heure apr^s la fignature on

I'envoy du pouvoir vers Paris, ^ avant
qu^on en puifse avoir averti le Roy de

France, il refoive quelque difgrace \ que

ce fera a foy mhne a qui il le devra im-

puter : Car V Angleterre 13 cet Etat tie

peuvent pas luy donner en main un moyeti

affeure pour les enveloper mat a propos

13 centre kur intention clairement ex-

primee dans la convention du z^me de ce

mois dans une guerre ouverte avec la

France; ce qui fe feroit fi on luy laif-

foit la faculty de delayer la fignature ou

Venvoy de fon pouvoir jufques a ce qu'il

auroit provoque les Francois de fe re-

muer; ou qii'alors fignant ou envoyant

le pouvoir il eut le droit de faire agir nos

troupes contre celles de France avant que

le Roy de France eut pu avoir nouvelle

de ladite fignature ou de Venvoy du dit

pouvoir (3 par confequent avant qu''il

eut pit faire achever le traitte (3 conti-

tinuer la fufpenfion d'armes: J'efpere

(3 je me tiens aficurS qu'apr^s ce pas qui

efi le dernier que les Etats font capahles

de faire en cette conjonHure, Monfiieur le

Marquis ne delayera plus un tnoment la

fignature 13 Venvoy d'un pouvoir vers

Paris; mais, fi contre toute apparence^

il flit capable de le faire, je vous fupplie

de lui faire voir comme il faiit qui ni

V Angleterre ni les Etats, ne peuvent pas

affifler un refufant manifefle ; que par
confequent il fera abandonne de tous co-

t^s, (3 qu'auffi nous nous trouverons ne-

cefiites de le reduire par des moyens plus

efficacss a, accepitr reellenient (3 en ejfet

U 1 par
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under a Necertky to reduce him by

more effectual Means, to accept real-

ly and effcftiially by figning of tlic

Treaty, the Alternative he has already

accepted by a i'eparate Writing. And
I even apprehend that by the Delays

already pafs'd, the Affair is reduced to

a Point not to be redreG'd} as in truth

we fhall find our felves embarafTed e-

nough, if the King of Irancc be al-

ready gone from. Paris to his Army,
before the Projefl: figned, or the Pow-
er be arrived there. 1 cannot tell by

what Politick his Excellency defires

his Conduft Ihould be decry'd by all

Men, or that his Government fliould

be loft; for, to think us lb ill advifed,

that he can engage us in a War againft

France^ when they on their fide are

earnell for concluding a Peace, is

what I cannot fuppoie ; and if he

thinks France will draw back, or re-

fufe the Sufpenfion, then why he

would not let it appear publickly to

the World by a ready figning on his

fide; this is what 1 cannot compre-

hend. In the mean time Monfieur

Colbert at y/a-, has loudly made appear

the Eafinefs, and everi the Complai-

fance of his Maftcr, by the Protella-

tion he has publickly made, that he

has Order to fign the Alternati-ve

,

without excepting againft the Pream-
ble of the Marquis's Power upon the

Defedl of a Faculty to fubflitute, or

upon any other ; whereas on the con-

trary, the Baron de Bergeyck is not au-

thorized to do any thing at all : And I

alTureyou, the pofitive Advices we re-

ceive of it, makes every body's Head
turn : Therefore I defire you fo much
the more to endeavour effedtually that

the Marquis fhould finifh the Affair

without any more Delay: For if this

laft Compliance of the States does not

fatisfy him, I confefs to you I fliall

think no farther, but of fomc effedtu-

al Means to reduce him to Reafon,

and of fome Expedients by which the

King of Great Britain and their High
and Mightineffes, may take Meafures
with France for preventing the Miie-
riesofthc Neighbourhood; in which.
1 hope you afllft with as much Appli-
cation, according to the Intent of our
Agreement, as I believe you will by all

means endeavour to prevent a Cale ib

delpcrate, and fo deflruftive to Spain

:

And for me I fhall remain ever with
much PalHon, Sir,

Yourt Sec.

par la fignature dn rraite^ I'alternatii'e

qii'il a deja accepte par un ecrit fepare.

Ft fapprehends meme que par ks delais

deja pafics^ l'affaire ne foit reduite a un
point pour ne powooir pas eflre redrefsee

:

Comme en txrite nous nous trowuerions

bien embarrafses^ ft le Roy de France ftit

deja parti de Paris vers [on artn^e, a-

I'ant que le projet Jigne on le potivoir y
fut arrive. Je ne fay pas par quelle

politique fan Fxcellence trowce bon de

faire decrier fa conduite par tout le mon-

dey y de perdre la pais de fon gouver-

nement ; car de nous croire ft mal arises

quelle nous pourroit engager dans une

guerre contre la France^ lors qu''elle de fon
cote veut tout de hon conclurre la paix^

c^efi que je, ne puis pas prefuppofer : Et
ft elk juge que la France reculera oh re-

fiifera la fufpenfion^ pourquoy elle ne

Vayt pas voulu faire paroitre publique-

ment devant tout le monde par une

prompte fignature de fon cot^., c'efi ce que

je ne puis pas cemprendre. Cependant

Monfieur Colbert a Aix a fait paroitre

hautement la facilite^ voire la complai-

fance du Roy fon Maitre^ par la protef-

tation qiCil fait publiquement^ qu'il.ci

ordre de figner Valternative, fans faire.

exception fur le preambule dn pouvoir du
Marquis, fur le defaut de la faculte de

fubfiituer, ou autres, la oil au contraire

Monfieur le Baron de Bergeyck ne fe
trouve autorisS a rien. Et je vous af-

fcure que les avis pofitifs que nous en ri~

cevons, font tourner la tete a un chacun :

Ce pourquoy je vous ftipplie d'autant plus

de tenir la main efficacement a ce que

Monfieur le Marquis acheve I'affaire

fans plus de delay : Car fi cette derniere

complaifance des Etats ne luy fatisfait

pas, je vous avoue que je ne fongeray

plus qu'aux moyens efficaces pour le ><?-

duire a la raifon, £s? aux expedients,

par lefquels le Roy de la Grande Bre-

tagne (^ leurs Hautes Puiffances fe pu-

ifi'ent entendre avec la France, pour pre-

venir les malheurs de fon voifinage : Eh
quoy j^efpere que vous coopcrez avec au-

tant d''application felon Vintention de

nbtre convention, que je me tiens affurc

que vous tacberez par toute forte des

moyens de prevenir ce cas defpere (^
ruineux pour I'Efpagne. Et moy, je de-

meureray a jamais avec beaucoup de paf-

fion, Monfieur,

Vocrc tres humble Scrviteur,

foan. deWitt.

From



mid other Minijiers of State. M3

From Monfttur de Witt

Hague, April

SIR, 27. 1668.

YOU ought 'to be well fatisficd

with your whole Condu£t, fince

the Succels fo well anfwers your good
Intention, and that your Work has fo

excellent an Agreement with the Foun-
dations you had laid. All Chriftendom

owes you the Glory of having firfbdif-

pofed the KingofGrm? ^nV^/«'sMind

to fo ftri£t an Alliance between his

Majefty and this State, for the univerfal

Good and Peace of Europe. It is upon

this Principle you have continued to

labour with fo much Application, and

fo fuccefsfully with the Marquis of

Caftel-Rudrigo, that it is chiefly to

you we are obliged for the good Dif-

pofition he is in at prefent, and for

the Enjoyment of fo great an Advan-

tage to Chriflendom as reiults from it.

I fpeak of it as a thing we polTefs al-

ready, becaufe I fee nothing that can

hinder us from it j it being likely that

the Baron de Bergeyck has already exe-

cuted the Power we have fent him j

and that the Court of Madrid, in or-

der to deliver Flanders from its trou-

blefome Guefts, will no longer defer

to ratify the Treaty. For the reft, I

agree extremely with your Sentiments,

and am of Opinion, fome Exchange
of Places fhould be negotiated imme-
diately after the figning of the Trea-

I writ about it before to Monfieur
Beverning, fo that I do not doubt but

you have been entertained with it al-

ready. I confefs alfo with you, that

this Negotiation will be more conve-

niently managed afterwards at Paris

than any where elfe, at leail; if the

Marquis of Caflcl-Rodrigo can refolve

to have Confidence enough in the

King of Great Britain s Minifters, and

ihofe of this State, to refer to them
the Negotiation of an Affair of this

Nature: Though, if he confidcrs it

well, he will find that we both have

the fame Interefl in it. You have

nothing elfe, but to go on your own
way upon the Foundation of the A-
greement oi January the 23d, to fup-

port the Peace made, by a Guarantee
of all who are interelled in it, either

in general or particular j never fearing

that

A h Haye, tj
Monfieur, Avnl, 1668.

VOU S devez eflre lien fatisfait de

toute votre conduite, puifque le

fuccez repond fi parfaitement a votre

bonne intention, ^ que vitre ouvrage a
un Ji excellent rapport aux fondemens que

•vous en aviez jette. Toute la Chretiente

vous doit la gloire d^avoir donne la pre-

miere difpofition dans Vefprit du Roy de

la Grande Bretagne a une fi etroite liai-

fon entre fa Majefte £5? cet Etat pour le

hien fjf le repos univerfel de I' Europe.
Sur ce principe vous avez continue de tra-

vailler avec tant d"application ^ fi heu-

reufement aupres de Monfieur le Alar'
quis de Cafiel-Rodrigo, que c^efi h vous

principalement a qui Von eft oblige de la

bonne difpofition en laquelle il fe trouve

prefentement, ^ de la jouiffance d'un fi
grand avantage pour la Chretiente qui

en. refulte. J'en park comme d'une chofe

que nous poffedons deja, parceque je ne

voy rien qui nous en puijj'e fruflrer, y ay-

ant de Vapparence qui dJs a prefent le

Baron de Bergeyck aura execute le pou-
voir que nous luy avons parte ; £5? que la

Cour de Aladrid, pour delivrer les. Pais-
bas de rimportunite de fes botes, ne vou-
dra pas dtfferer de ratifier le traitte.

An refte, je donne fort dans vos fenti-

mens, (^ fuis d'avis que Von fajje ne-

gotier quelque echange de places inconti"

nent apres la ftgnature du traitL

J'en ay ecrit cy-devant h Monfieur
Beverning, de forte que je ne doute point

que vous ne vous en foyez deja entretenus.

J'avoue auffi avec vous que cette negotia-

tion fe fera plus comm»dement dans la

fuite a Paris qu'ailleurs-f au moins fi
Monfieur le Marquis de Cajlel-Rodrigo

peiit refoudre a prendre affez de confiance

aux Miriijlres du Roy de la Grande Bre-
tagne y cet Etat, pour s'en rapporter

a eux de la negotiation d'une affaire de

cette nature i quoyque s'il le confidere

bien, il trouvera que nous y avons les

uns (3 les autres prefque le meme interet.

FoHS n'avez que continuer votre route

fur le fondement de la convention du 15
Janvier, pour foutenir la paix faite par
une guarrantie de tous les interefsh en

general ^ en particulier; (^ ne point

craindre que ceux qui travailleront ate

mm de cet Etat avec vous, dsconcertent

cette
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that thofc who fliill negotiate jointly cetfe belle harmouie que I'on a i^euc en

with you in the Name of this State^ toute la fuite de cett! negotiation. Ih

will dilbrdcr the Harmony that has le feront non feubment en execution des

appeared in the whole Courfc of this ordies I'/ili e.-i ont^ mars aujfi par indi-

Ncgociation. VVh.it they do, is as nation. Pour moy^ ce [era toujours avet

well from their own Inclination, as in joye que je feconderay voire zek^ (^ que

purfuancc of their Orders. For me, ;> rcKcontrerzy les occaf.om oh je i-OM

I fhall ever fccond your Zeal with Joy, pi'il/e dofiner des prewves dc la pajjion C?
and fhall take all Occafions to Ihew ftncerile avec laquelle je fais^

with how much Paflion and Sincerity

1 am, iClonfieur,

SIR) Votre tres humble Servitcur,

Tours, 8cc. Joba». de pyitt.

From my Lord Arlington.

SIR, Whitehall, May 8. i(568.

IF I had written to you laft Poft, (as I fhould have done if there had been

time for it) you would have heard me complain much of the Pain I was
in not to hear from you in fifteen Days info delicate a Conjunfture of Affairs,

which was occafion'd by contrary Winds. In the mean time we were a little

eafcd by Sir John T'revor''^ Aflurance to us of the Peace having been figned on

the zd, N. S. which has been fince amply confirmed by two of yours brought

together, of the zd and 8th, N. S. So that now I can with Foundation give

you the Parabien of this great Work, which you may without Vanity call

your own, whatever Padrinoes you have had to aflill; you in it : And with more
Satisfaftion, confidering what Efcapes you made betwixt the Marquis's Irrefo-

lutions, the Baron de Bcrgeyck's Puntillioes^ and Monfieur Colbert's Emportement.

God be thanked, the great Bufinefs and you are fo well delivered from thefe

Accidents } after which I hope this will find you fafely arrived at Brujfels, and

keeping your felf ilill in the fame Figure of Equipage to wear the better the

Charafter of his Majefty's AmbafTador at the Hague; towards which I fhall

fend you with all fpeed his final Rcfolution and Inibuftions. In the mean
time you will rececive by the enclofed, his Mind to the Marquis, recommend-

ing to iiis Excellence the making good with all fpeed to the Crown of Swe-

den what we and the Dutch AmbafTlidors have promifed to the Count de DonUy

as you will fee by this encloicd Ad, which we gave him at the Exchange of

our Treaty, engaging him in the I'riple .Alliance ; the Performance of which

the Dutch Ambafladors and I have already befpoken of the Count de Molina

within fix Weeks time, when we hope the Ratification will be come from

Stockholm } and the faid Ambaflador obierving already that the Count de Moli-

na calls to the Dutch Ambafiadors and us for a Ratification > he admonifhes us

to delay it till the Conditions be performed with him. This, I fay, is oflfer'd,

but not concluded by us to be fo obferved.

His Majelly liad refolved the Parliament fliould adjourn on Monday laft, but

an unhappy Difference falling out betwixt the Lords and Commons upon a

great Point of tiieir Privileges, their Sitting hath been fpun on to this Day,

tho' not without Hopes of our finally rifing to Morrow. Our long talk'd of

Mifcarriages have this Week been finifhed with a very unhappy one in the

Queen J after twenty Days going, and raifing the dejected Hopes ot the whole
Nation, which even this Misfortune hath iomewhat revived. I leave it to

AmbalHidor Patrick to entertain you upon this Subjed, who cannot fail of long

Letters by this Poft. 1 am with all Truth and Affc<51:ion,

SIR,
Tour very bttnihlc Servant,

Arlmgton.
P.S.
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p. S. You never fent us any Copy of the Promifc of Guarantee you figned
to the Marquis ; though you did the Original of that he gave you in ex-
change of it, with relation to the King our Mafter. When the Count de
Molma hath prefled me apart from the Dutch Ambafladors for his Majefly's
Ratification, I have told him he ought to have ready his Ratification from
Madrid to exchange with ours > which it will not be amifs for you to take np^
tice of likewife to the Marquis, when he fhall give you occafion for it.

>5J

From the EleBor of Mentz.

My Lordt

MentZf May
14, 1668.

THE Honour of a general Joy
upon the Peace concluded and

figned between the Crowns, being

equally due to the vigorous Inter-

pofition of his Majefty of Great Bri-

tain, and to the wife Conduft of your

Excellence in an Affair of fuch Im-
portance to Cbriflendom y I defire to

rejoice with you upon the happy Suc-

cefs of it. I hope, the Ratification

of this Treaty will be exchang'd in

due time on both fides j and fhall not

fail on my part, of contributing all I

can to the Prelervation of the publick

Peace, and to fecond his Majefty's

intentions j affuring your Excellency

in the mean time, that the Obliga-

tions will never be forgot, which an

infinite number of good Chriftians

owe you for your Diligences in ac-

complifhing the Peace : And that for

my particular, I fliall cherifh all Oc-
cafions of fhewing your Excellency

the Sincerity of my Affeftion, and

how much I defire to let you know
that I am.

Tour Excellency's moji humble

and mofi affeSiionate Servant,

De Mayence,
Monfieur, 14 May, 166S.

L'Honneur d'une joye gsncrale fur l*

paix conclue ^ fignee entre les Cou-
ronnes, fe devant egalement a la vigou-

rcufe interpofition de fa Majefie de la,

Grande Bretagne, ^ a la fage -luaniere

dont Votre Excellence a fceu conduire

une affaire de telle importance a toute

la ChretientS ; [fay hien voidu me con-

jouir avec elk de Vheureux fucces qui i'a

fuivi. J'efpere que la Ratification de ce

traite [era khangee & [on terme de part

i^ d'autre ^ ^ ne manqueray de contribuer

de ma part tout ce queje pourray a la con-

fervation du repos public, {^ pour feconder

les intentions de fa Majefie : Jfsurant ce~

pendant votre Excellence qu'on ri'oubliera

jamais les obligations que luy doivent une

infinite de bans Chretiens pour les foitss

qu'elle a appories a la conciliation de cette

paix; £5? que pour mon particulier je che-

riray les occaftons par lefquelles je luy

pourray temoigner la ftncerite de mon af-
fedtion, ^ combien je defire luy fairs con"

noitre fue je fiiis,

Monfieur,

De Votrc Excellence tres humble

8c tres afFeftionne Serviteur,

Jean Philippe El. de Mayence.

From the Duke de Roanez.

Trom the Camp o/Ruysbrouk,

Monfieur, May 2p, 1668.

THE Count of Rembourg has in-

formed this Morning (being the

Z7th inftant) at eleven a Clock, from

the Marquis of Cafiel-Rodrigo, of the

Arrival of the Ratification ; to which
I fent anfwer, that I doubted not of

what

Au Camp de Ruysbrouk,
Monfieur, zp May, i(J68.

MOnfieur le Comte de Rembourg
m'a fait ffavoir ce matin vj, a

onze heures, de la part de Monfieur le

Marquis de Cafiel-Rodrigo, Varrivee de

la ratification: A qui fay fait reponfe,

que je ne doutois pas de ce qu'il me fai"

foii
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\vhat he did me the Honour to write foil Vhonneur ik vi'eairc > mats <iv.c je

to mc but that I had no News of it iien wvois aucttnc uouvclk dit cote dit

from the King : Be plcafed that I re- Roy. 'Trou'vez bon que je vous repete

peat the nimc thing to you, and tell la meme chofe ; ^ que je "jous dife que

you that I wonder extremely how any je fuis extremcment ctonne^ que run fe

nne can complain that I have attack'd puiU'e plaindre de ce que fay fait at-puifj'e pla

taquer leurs troupes hors de la Villc

:

Puifque ces fortes d'acles d'hojlilite font

perniis jufqu" a la publication de la paix i

£5? que meme hier un de Icurs parties at-

taqua les notres^ dont je renvoyay les

prifonniers a Brains le Chateau
-y £5? /<?

Chateau ; and the fame Day thofe of meme jour^ ceux du meme Braine le Cha-

Braine le Chateau took loooo Francs teau prirent pres de dix milk francs

from the Equipage of one of our Cap- d'equipage a un de nos capitaines. lis

tains. They might better inform you, fourroient encore mieux I'ous informer

how 1 fend your Prifoners back, with- cemme je renvoye leurs prifonniers., fans

out fuflfering them to be difmounted permettre qu'on les demonte ^ qu'on les

or plunder'dj that I allow no Pillage depouille; que je ne fouffre point de pil-

one can compla

their Troops out of the Cityj fince

thefc Ads of Hoilility are always al-

lowed till the Publication of the Peace }

for it is but yefterday that one of their

Parties artack'd ours, whereof I fent

you the Prifoners back to Braine le

that comes to my Knowledge, and

that they have diimounted and llript

even my own Domefticks. For what
the Marquis of Cajiel-Rodrigo has af-

fured you, that his Troops on the 17th

at Noon, and the z8th or 19th at

lage, qui vienne a ma connoiffance •, 13
quells ont demonti 13 depouille jufqu" <i

nos domeftiques. Pour ce que Monjieur

le Marquis de Cafiil- Rodrigo %'ous a

affeure que fes troupes le ijme apris

midy, (3 la nuit du iSme ou ZS>me,

Night, a£tcd only in the defenfive: n'a'voient agi qu\n fe deffendant , c^ejl

If there be any A£tion for the future, un -verite dont je tombe d"accord : Si li

whereof I fee no Appearance, then I Va-venir il y a quelque a5lion, a quay je

ihall know by the Iflue, whether they ne voy point d'apparence., alors je fauray

have yet afted defenfively or ofFenfive- par Viffue s'ils ont encore agi en fe def-

ly. This is all I can anfwer you upon fendant ou en attaquant. foila ce que

what is pail, or to come. In Expec- je vous puis repondre pour ce qui ejl pafse.^

tation of the King's Orders for pub- i3 ce qui peut arri'ver, en attendant

liftiing the Peace at the Camp, as it les ordres du Roy pour faire publier In

has been this Day publifh'd xlBruffels.y paix au Camp commo Von I'a publiee au-

you will do me Jultice to believe that jourdlwy a Brujfelles > Fous me ferez

no one is more than I, jujlice de croire .^u'il ncji perfonne qui

foit plus.)

SIR, Monfieur,

Votre tres humble Serviteur,

Le Due de Roanez

.

Tour mofl humble Servant
.,

From Monfieur de Witt.

Hague^ July

SIR, 6, 166S.

1 Could not receive more agreeable

News than what you tell me of

your return hither with the Charafter

of Ambaflador. I am fure you will

not doubt the Truth of what I fay,

when you refleft on the Satisfaftion I

ought to have, and have already in the

Generofity and Sincerity I have ob-

ferved in all your Proceedings. You
have

Monfieur,

^ la Haye, 6. Juill.

166S.

TE
ne pouvois pas rccevoir un avis

plus agreable que celuy que vous me
donnez de votre prochain retour avec

la qualitc d^Ambaffadeur : Je vt" affeure

que vous ne douterez point de la veritS

de a que je viens de dire-, quand vous

voudrez faire reflexion fur la fatisfac-

tion que je dois avoir, (3 ay en effet,

de la generofite 13 finceriti que fay re-

marquees



and other Minijlers of State. 57

have reafon, Sir, to fay, that it is

impolTiblc the King of Great Britain

Ihoiild not defign to live in a perfe£t

good Intelligence with this State,

when he fends us a Perfon who ought
to be fo dear to us upon fo many Con-
fiderations, honoured with a Charafter

that fhews the Efteem and Friendfhip

he has for this State: We fhall en-

deavour the Continuance of both, by
doing all his Majefty can expe6t from
his mofl: faithful Allies i and by the

fame means I Ihall endeavour to give

his Majefty the Marks of that pro-

found Refpcft I have for his Perfon,

and the Proofs of thofe Sentiments I

have for your Merit. And as you

and I defire nothing on both fides,

but to preferve eternally the good In-

telligence you have help'd to ftreng-

thcn, with fo much Succefs; I can-

not doubt, but we may eafily avoid

whatever is capable of changing it.

Permit me, Sir, to fay, that you fhall

find me always difpofed to give all fa-

cility to whatever can eflablifh the

common Intereft of either State j and
as I know I fhall always find the fame
difpofition in you, I cannot but re-

joice when I confider, that I fhall

liave to negotiate with a Minller who
pofleffes all the Qualities that can
make him fucceed in whatever he un-

dertakes.

This is all I am permitted to fay, by
an AfHi(5tion lately come upon me,
having loll a Wife, who was indeed

the true half of me j whereof I make
no difficulty by this cccafion to inform

you, who have had the Goodnefs to

tell me, that you take part in my
Concerns, as on my fide I fhall ever

do in all your Interefts, iwith that Af-
fection and Sincerity wherewith I am
and fhall remain all my Life,

SIR,
2our moft humble Sevuant,

marque en tout votre procede. Vous a-

vez raifon de dire, Munficur, quil ne fe

pent, que Vintention du Roy de^^t Grande

Bretagne m jolt de vrore dans une par-

faitcment bonne inlelUgence avec cet E-
tat, puifque il nous envoye une' perfonns

qui nous doit eflre chere par tant de

confiderations , revetu d'un cbara^ere

qui marque Vejiime \3 Vamitie qu'il a,

pour cet Etat. Nous tacherons d''ea

fneriter la continuation en faifant tout

ce que fa Majefie pourra defirer de fes

plus fideles Jllliez; ^ par le meme
moyen je tacheray de luy donner des

marques du profond rcfpe£l que fay
pour la perfonne de fa Majefti, (^
des preuves des fentimens que fay de

votre merite. Et comme de part i^ d""-

autre, nous ne defirons rien, ni "vous ' ni

moy , que de conferver eternellcment la

bonne intelligence que vous avez aidd ct

affermir avec tant de fucccs > je jtfi puis

pas douter que nous rCevitions fans., peine

tout ce qui pourroit eflre capable de Val-

terer. Permettez may, Monfteur, que

je vous dife encore, que vous 7ne trouve-

rez toujours difpofe a donner une der-

niere faciliti a tout ce qui pourra etablir

Vinteret commun de I'un (^ de Vautre

Etat } i^ comme je fay que je trouveray

toujours la meme difpofition en vous, il ne

fe peut queje ne ?ne rejouijfe quand je con-

fidere que fauray a negotier avec un Mi-
nifire qui poffede tautes les qualities qui le

peuvent faire reujfir en tout ce qu^il entre-

prendra.

C'eji tout ce que me permet de dire pre-

fentement VaffliElion qui m'ejl furvenue,

venant de perdre une femme qui faifoit

en effet la veritable moitie de moy meme j

dont je ne fais point de diflculte de faire

part par cette occafion, a celuy qui a ett

la bonti de me temoigner qu^il en prend

beaucoup de part mon a ce qui me touche $

comme de cote fen prendray toujours ci

tous vos interets avec toute VaffeUion 6?
ftncerite avec laquelle je fuis 6? demeure"

ray toute ma vie.

Monfieur,

Votre tres humble Serviteuf,

Jean de Witt,

Vol. it. From
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From Monfieur de Witt.

Ilagiie^ July

SIR, i7, 1667.

IN your obliging Letter of the jd

Inftant, I find lb many Marks of

Affeftion and Tcnderncfs for me, that

I cannot defer to return you my moft

humble Thanks, and to tell you, that

of all the Confolations given me in my
Affliftion, there is none has been more

efFeftual than what I received from

you. I there find, it is the Heart that

Ipeaks, and that you truly take part in

myAfiliftion, whereof 1 lee you know
the greatnefs, becaufe you fo well

know the ineftimable Lofs I have

fuffered. And I dare to fay, that if

any remedy be capable of clofing the

Wound, it will doubtlefs be what

your gentle healing Hand has applied

to it. I confefs it is fomewhat fenfible

becaufe it fearches the Wound, but it

afterwards applies a Balm that eafes

and leffens the Pain. I receive it as I

ought, and fhall endeavour to profit

by all your Confolations, by combat-

ing my Wcaknefs with the Strength

of your Reafons, which are diftated

to you not only by that Chrijiian

Philofophy whereof you make Pro-

fefllon, but by that fincere Friendlhip

wherewith you are pleafed to honour

me. I moll humbly entreat you to

be perfuaded that I perfeftly return

your Kindnefs, and am impatient for

an Occafion to give you Proofs of it,

which as I hope I Ihall find when we
have the Happinefs to enjoy you, fo

I defire with Palhon to fee you here,

to let you judge of the Intention of

this State, to preferve faithfully the

Alliance that the King oiGreat Britain

has pleafed to make with it, but more

particularly, to let you judge of the

Inclination 1 have to contribute there-

to all in my fmall Power j and to re-

main as long as I live.

Sir, jour, Scc.

^ la Hayey ly
Monfieur, Jtiil. 166S.

JE
iroirje dans fobllgeaTite letlre ^ue

1-ous in^avczfait rhomieur de m'ecrire

flu pnc de ce ptois, fiile du lieu, tant

de marques d'ajfcclion (y dc tcndrcjfe

pour moy^ que je ne puis pas differer de

I'ous dire que de toutes les confolatiom

que Vun me donne en mon affiiUion^ il n'y

en a point qui ait efte plus efficace que

celle que je -uiens de recevoir de vous

:

J'y reconnois que c\fl le coeur qui park

^

(^ que I'ous pj-enez i-eritablement part h
mon affliHion j dont je voy que vous fa-
^ez la grandeur puifque 'vous faiez celle

de la pcrte inejlimahle que j''ay faite : Et
j'ofe dire que s'il y a an remede capable

de ferrner la playe, c^ejl fans doute cehiy

qui y applique la main benigne a falii-

taire que -vous me pretez : Elle fe fait

fcntir je I'avoue, parce qu'elle fonde la,

playe, mais elk y applique enfuite ttrt

baume qui Tadoucit iy qui eu foulage la

doukur. Je le re(oy comme je dois, &?
tdcheray de faire mon profit de toutes

vos confolations , en combatant nne foi-

bkffe avec la force de ves raifons, que

'VOUS diEle non fculement la Phifophie

Chrkicnne, dont "johs faites profejfwn^

mais aujfi la tres fincere amitie\ dont il

%'ous plait m'bonorer. Je -vous fupplie

tres humblcment d'etre pnfuadc que j'y

reponds parfaitement^ que je fuis dans

rimpatience de fons en pouvoir donner

des preuves j (^ que comme fcfpere que

fen trouveray ks occafions, lorfque nous

aurons Vavantage de z'ous poJJ'cder, je

defire avec pajfion de vous voir icy, pour

vous faire juge de Pntention de I Etat

a entretcnir fidellement ralliame qu'il d
plfi au Roy de la Grande Bretagne faire

avec liiy-y mais bien plus particuliere-

ment de Vinclination que fay a y con-

tribuer tout ce qui eft de mon petit pou-

voir^ y a demeurer tant que je vi'

vray,

Monfieur,

\'^6tre tres affe6tionnc &
tres humble Serviteur,

Jean dc Witt.

From
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From the Lord Keeper Bridgeman.

SIR, July z6. I56§.

I
Received yours Yeftcrday Morning after you were gone hence j and am
afraid the Letter which I fent you from Mr. fVilliamfon, might come un-

feafonably to difcompofe you : It not being fo intended by me j nor I believe

the Meflage from the King to be otherwife intended than out of Kindnefs and
Refpeft to you to haflen you awayi that you might know how important he
held your Negotiations might be for his Service at this critical time. And
therefore I fhtould be glad that you would take this by the right Handle.

I had a Letter this Night from Sir Thomas Clifford ^ who writes, that they
in the Treafury have a great Defire to accommodate you : And though it be
not in the Privy Seal that you fhall have three Months Advance befides the

1000/. yet they will be careful that you receive the Money as it is due. The
Draught of the Inftrudions is fent away to my Lord Arlington, and expe£ted
back on Tuefday Nighr, and the Foreign Committee appointed to fit on IVed-
nefday to difpatch them. Really, Sir, I do not think that there is any Inten-

tion in preffing your Departure for Holland, but juft and honourable towards
you, and with refpe£b to the Greatnefs of the Employment and the Urgency
of the King's Affairs at this time to have you at the Hague : And (if you will

take my Opinion) I would not have you take other Meafures of it, even for

your own fake. In the mean time, while you do flay, you may prefs on the Bu-
finefs of your Account, tho' 1 fhould not advife you to retard your Journey
upon that tcore. It may be as well prcfTed on by your Lady if fhe do not ac-

company you, or elfe by your Solicitors (among whom I will be one) who, if

any Obflru£tions be, may write to you to remove them : But you will find the
Vice-Chamberlain dilatory, and then your Stay at laft upon this new Bufinefs

(for fo I may call it) may beget a Mifconflruftion. You will pardon the
Freedom I take in imparting my own Thoughts to you in this Cafe.

I wifh you and my Lady (to whom I recommend my humble Service) a

happy Journey, and all other Felicities, as I willi to my ielf, who am ever,

I'otir faithful and -very

affeSlionate Servant,

Orl. Bridgeman, C. S.

Vol. II. X 2 Sir WILLIAM
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Sir WILLIAM TEMTLE's.

Firft Embaffy
AT THE

HAG U E,

Begun Augujl 1668.

To the EkBor of Mentz. A I'Eledeur de Mayence.^

Hague^ Aug. Jl.

SIR, N.S. 1668.

ID I D not receive the Honour of

your Highnefs's Letter till fome

time after my Arrival in England^ with

the enclofed for the King my Mailer,

which he received with that Elleem

his :Majefty always bears to what

comes from your Highnefs j and ha-

ving promifed me an Anfwer upon my
Return for Holland^ which has been

put off from Day to Day, I have de-

ferred my particular Acknowledg-
ments to your Highnefs till 1 could

value them by the Honour of accom-

panying a Letter from his Majefty. 1

fend it now enclofed > and delire your

Highnefs to believe, that I refcnt as I

ouglit, the Honour you have done

mc} and that I will preferve your

Highnefs's Letter among the greateft

Marks of Honour to my Family j and

fluiU not fail upon all Occafions to

fliew hov/ much 1 ihall cherifli the

Title 1 pretended to with fo much
Jullice, of being,

S I R^

Tour Highncfi's^ &c.

A la Haye^ le ^l

Monfieur, Aout. S. N. i66%.

LA Lettre dont V. A. m'a honor(^ 6?
qui efl datie du 14 de May^ ne m'a

cti rendtie que quelques jours aprh mon
arrivee en AngJeterre , avec elk j'ay

recu Venvelope pour le Roy mon Mai-
tre ^ que je luy ay parte, t3 qu'il a
refu avec les mimes marques d'eftime

que fa Majejie a toujours fait paroi-

tre pour tout ce qui -jient de la part

de V. A. Le Roy m'ayant promts la re-

ponfe pour le terns de mon retour en

Hollande, qui a toujours traine de jour

en jour; J^ay differe de marquer h
V. A. ma reconyioijfance en particulier,

jufqu'' a ce que j'eujj'e Vhonneur d'etre

porteur d'un Lettre de fa Majefte. Je
renvoye a cette heur^ (^ je fupplie V.
A. de croire que je rejfens comme je le

do'is Vhonneur qu'elle m'a faity £5? que

jc conferveray fa Lettre^ ff? la conte-

ray parmi les titres £5? les bonncurs qui

ele-jcnt la gloire de ma famille. Je ne

lalfj'eray echapcr aucune occafion de te-

moigner comhicn je cheris ^ cberiray

toujours la aualiti que je prens avec tant

de jufice de

Monfieur,

Dc V. A. &c.
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To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord^ Hague, Sept. 7. N. S. 1668.

SINCE my laft I have not ftirred out, but had the Favour of feveral Vi-

fits in my Chamber; among the reft, one from Monfieur Marmati on
IVednefday, and one of three Hours from Monfieur dc Witt Yefterday. I fell

into Talk with the firft, upon the matter of the Guinea Company : who faid,

my Lord Holies, and as I remember, Mr. Secretary Morris, had fpoken of it to

him before} but only given him a general Relation, upon which he could not

fufficiently inform the States: That they had likewife meniion'd fome other

Parts of the Marine Treaty, by which the Raft-India Company thought them-

felves aggrieved, but remember'd nothing particular befides the Form of PafT-

ports, in which we might receive what Satisfaftion we pleafed, and the better

Definition of what was meant by a T'oivn invejlcd. I told him, tne Bafinefs

of Guinea was diftin£t from any thing of the Marine Treaty (though he was un-

willing to underftand it fo) that I was very little inftrufted in the firft, be-

caufe his Majefty's Commands in that Point were only to procure the Refe-

rence of it to Commiflioners for the propofing Rules by which both Compa-
nies fliould proceed, and thereby preventing the faid Company's afting wholly

by Rules and Officers of their own, which had been the firft Occafions of the

unhappy Difputes between us, and might poflibly prove fo again. For the

Marine Treaty, I told him I had yet no Inftru6tions upon that Subjeft, but

might have in a little timej and thereupon took occafion of difcourfing to him
at large the whole Bufinefs of Commerce between us, and the Neceflity of gi-

ving us fome Reafon and Eafe in thofe Matters ; upon which, tho' he feem'd a

little ftanch, as his Complexion is, and jealous of our great Growth in Trade,

by a more parfimonious and induftrious Genius among us of late, than had
formerly been > yet I found, what I faid had Impreilion on him : For he part-

ed with great Profeflions of contributing all he could towards the Succefs of
all Negotiations between usj and went that Night to communicate all to

MonHeur de Witt, as I found by our Conference next Day. It began with his

having perufed my Papers about the Guinea Company; upon which he defired

to know if I had no other Information than thole gave me : For by thofe, the

Matter feemed favourable to them, by the Letters of their Direftor being par-

ticular, and with relation to time, and to the Articles of the Breda Treaty, by
which the new Settlements there were to be govern'd ; whereas what con-

cerned our Pretenfions was contained only in fome loofe Examinations concern-

ing Pofleflion or not PolTeflion formerly by one or the other, without any re-

ference to the Conftitutions made by the Breda Treaty, and without mention-

ing in any direct Terms what it v/as we complained of, or what we defired.

The Truth is, all the Papers concerning that Matter remitted to me by Mr.
Secretary Morris, were only the Guinea Company's Petition, the Examination
of Mr. Thomas Crif'p, Captain Merbrooke, and Mr. Be'ois, with a Letter and
Proieft of the Direftor of the Dutch Weft-India Company. I excufed my be-

ing fo little informed, upon the Reafons I had alledged to Monfieur Meerman,
and prefs'd in the fame manner the Reference of it to Commifiioners. He al-

lowed his Majefty's Confidcration of preventing the two Companies proceed-

ing by Rules or Executions of their own, to be very prudent and neceflary >

and that he knew the States would fecond his Majefty's good Intention in it;

and that when he could find the Matter of Fa£t and Right but alledged in di-

ftinft Teftimonies of known Perfon , he doubted not but he fliould eafily find

a Compofure for all thefe Difputes, and agree upon a conftant Reglemenc here-

after. And to this purpofc he would fend immediately to enquire among the

Officers of their Company for any Papers that may ha'e been remitted to them
from our Officers to theirs in Guinea ; for he could not believe but that Letter
and Proteft of their Direftor had either been occafioncd by fome precedent

Lctrcrs t>r Demands from fome Officers of ours, or at leaft followed by fome
Anfwers, in which our Demands and Rights were aifevted, as thofe of the

Dutch
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Dutch were in thofe Papers of their Direftor. I anfwer'd all, by infifting up-

on Comminioncrs according to my Inlbuftion, and argued its being a Matter

much more proper for fuch to debate and determine, as undcrflood the Coails,

Situations, manner of Trade in thofe Parts, former Pollcnions, and Matters of
Fa£t pad, than for him and me, how willing focver we fhoold be' to' inform

our felves, or to find Expedients j and went fo far upon this bubjeft, tliat he

feemed inclined it iliould befo j at Icaft when the Pretenfions were ilatcd, fo

as it might appear what was to be referred to fuch Commiflioners. But upon
this he fell into the Difcourfe of what Monficur Meet man had told him, or I

had formerly written to him, concerning fome Exceptions to the Marine Trea-

ty } and how willing the Slates would be to alter the Form or PafTports, when
they knew how we defir'd it : And if the King wifh'd any more particular

Definition of what lliould be efteemed a T'oivn mvcftcd^ he did not doubt we
might agree upon that too} having found me always to propofe only what I

thought reafonable, and to agree to what I found foj and he was made af-

ter the fame manner, and fo I fliould always find him. I eafily percei-

ved, that the Thing he would be at, was, upon occafion of this Guinea

Matter, to know at once the Bottom of all we pretended, in point of
regulating Commerce between us, having, I prefume, heard more than

was need perhaps, of all the Noife made by the Eafl-India Company upon
the Subjcft of the Marine Treaty, or by their Patrons, either out of Zeal to

the good of our Commerce, or out of Envy at the Succefs of fo great a

Council and Condu£b of his Majcfty, in which they had no Hand, and upon
which if we had loft a little in Trade by changing the Form of the Articles at

Breda into a Marine Treaty, (wherein I do not conceive how we loft at all)

yet I am fure it was infinitely recompenfed by the NecefTity, the unexpeftcd
Succefs, and the great Confequences of thofe other Alliances, to which that

Circumftance of the Marine Treaty was made, I thought, but a Sacrifice of
Smoke. And this I could not but fliy for his Majefty's Satisfaftion, and your
Lordfhip's Vindication, with thofe other Minifters, by whcfe Advice that

Council was taken and purfucd, finding every Day more how highly it is ap-
plauded abroad, while it is maliced by fome, and fo little efteemed by others

at home; though his Majefty has reaped already from it, both the whole Ho-
nour of giving Peace to Chriftendom, and perhaps the only Safety of his own
Kingdoms, confidering the Conjunftures in which that Council found us.

But to return to my Conference with Monfieur de IVitt : Finding him lead

me fo induftrioufly into a Field wherein I had no Intention to enter, I refolved

however to take the Occcafion, and once for all, to fay all I had thought, or
your Lordftiip had infufed into me, upon that Subject. And fo I told him
plainly, That I was not yet inftrufted in that Matter of our Exceptions to the

Marine Treaty, but believed I might be in a little timcj That the Particulars

he mentioned were cornplain'd of in the Treaty it fclf, and other Things
thought to be admitted, but that I could not enter into any Particulars till I

had Inftrudtionsj but fince he gave me the Occafion, I would enter once for

all into the general. I difcourled over to him the common Intereft, and in-

deed Neceffity, of preferving perpetual the prefent Alliances betv.een us, efpe-

cially on their ^it^Cj while the Dangers were fo great from the Ambition and
Power, as well as Neighbourhood of France; The great Overtures would now
be made us from thence to the Prejudice of this Alliance, and at all other

Times, whenever they could hope we were ready to receive them. That tho'

I could give him no Jealoufy of them now, but on the contrary afTure him he
might be at Eafe on that Side, and that the King would only have the Ho-
nour by it, of fetting them an Example of his Sinccrenefs and Conftancy,
which he would expert they fhould follow when the Game begun with them^
as it would after it ended with him. Yet I would tell him, that France was at
all times capable of making us fuch Offers, and of giving us our prefent Ac-
count fo well, though in Exchange perhaps of Danger to come (in cafe of no
new Revolutions) that whenever there fliould be in England a Prince lefs di-

rc6t, or lefs forefeeing than his Majelly, or either a weak or corruptible Mini-
ftry, I could not anhver what Meaf^-iixs we fliould take : That, upon this

Ground,
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Ground, I thought they could not do wifer than to root this Alliance in the
very Hearts of the People, and current Genius of the Nation, and not rely
wholly upon the prefent Inchnations or Judgment of his IMajcfty, or the Dif-
pofitions of the Minillers : For if there were any thing that lay crofs to it in

the common Intereft or Humour of the People, it would be upon all Occa-
iions breaking out to difturb it, and whenever that fhouki concur with the
Difpofitions of the Prince, they would be able to make a great Noifc in the
World. I told him, that many Perfons in England, either to make way for
tht French Alliance by weakning or breaking this-, or elfe perhaps to difcredic
the moft applauded Counfcls of the prefent Miniftry, had made a Noifc abouc
the Marine Treaty as if had been a ruining the Nation, and from thence
took Occafion to infufe into all People as far as they could, that we fhould
never find anyFairnefs, or Direftnefs, or Equality, in all we treated with the
Dutch -y

but Subtilty, and Hardihip, and Injullice, and when Occ.ifion was,
Obftinacy and Injury, in all Matters of Commerce between usj while we gave
them Reafon to believe we thought their Friendlhip nccclTary, or very con-
venient to us. That, I had ever fince I knew him, maintained the contrary
to his Majefty, aflured him of the Sincerity I had found in their Proceedings,
and been always made confidently believe by them, that his Majefty (hould find
them ever reafonable and cafy in what fhould be offered in reducing Matters
of Commerce to an Equality, and to be reciprocal between us. That it was
a fmall matter, that all my Credit, and perhaps Fortune lay at Stake upon their
making this good :

But I was fure it was confiderable that the very Safety of
our Alliance might at one time or other come to lie at Stake upon it too. And
therefore for my part, I thought they could not do in the World a wifer thing,
than to give us all reafonable Satisfaftion in thefe Points, by confcnting to any
Reglements of Commerce which might import Equality, and be reciprocal be-
tween us. That any Equality it felf would be the fame Advantage to them,,
that a long Arm againll a fhort would be between two Men with equal
Swords > for confidering their Parfimony, Induftry, Neceffity of turning all

their Stock to Trade for want of Land, and Multitude of People > and on the
other Side, our native Luxmy, want of Order or Application, and our Extent
and Cheapnefs ofLand, and Eafe of Taxes, which made People choofe to turn
their Money that way; they could never fail of Advantage enough in any E-
quality, and upon it would find the fureft, the moft commodious Ally, and the
bell able to proteft them that they could have in the World, being without
any Ambition or Defigns among our Neighbours, farther than to keep the
Balance of Chriftendom : And yet on the other fide, the only Power that was
feared hy France^ and that were able in Conjunftion of our Fleets with theirs
to awe them by what they might fuffer from Sea, into fome Confideration of
what was fit for them to aft at Land.

During this Difcourfe, which I enlarged the moft I could to the Purpofe,
refolving to bend all my Force upon the Effeft of it } I found Monfieur da
JVitt very attentive, and willing to let me go on, with Marks in his Counte-
nance of relifhing, and, as I thought, approving what I f^iid; which made
me relolveto go yet one Point f\u-ther, and to the Root of all that could fpring
into any Jealoufies between us. I told him, it was true, that there wanted
not fome among us that would be fo wife to know, that it was impoffible for
us ever to fiill into any firm Confidence with the States upon their prefent Con-
ftitution, nor particularly with him, upon the Prince of Orawe''^ Occafion;
That, for my part, I was not at all of that Mind : That though the King
could not loie the Afteftion he had for his Nephew, yet he was* of Opinion
he could not exprefs it better than by infufing into him the Belief, that he
could make himfelf no way fo happy as in the Good-will of the States, and.
trufting wholly to them in the Courfe of his Fortunes, and not to private Fac-
tions, or foreign Intrigues and Applications. That his Majefty was of an
Opinion himfelf, that Princes were not apt to do themfelves more Hurt, and.
make themfelves lefs, any way than by affefting too much Power, or iuch as
was directly contrary to the Stomach and Genius of the Countrey which fell to
their Share: And befides this, I knew bis Majefty v/as fo juft and reafon-

able.
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able, that though he lliould take kindly of the States any Refpedts theyfhould

{hew his Nephew, yet I did not believe he would offer that to any other King

or State, which he fliould not take well that any other ihould offer to him ;

and I did not believe he would ever be put upon any fucli Dcfigns by his Coun-

cil, or his People's Inclinations. For they who look'd upon the Prince in a

Poffibility of one Day coming to be their King ; and that loved a Prince who
grounded his Power inthc AfFeftions of his People, and loved to rule by Laws,

had rather perhaps fee the Prince of Orange happy in the Good-will of the

States, and fuch moderate Power as they ihall think confiilenc with their

Government, than of a Humour that aims at any thing that might tend to fub-

vert their Civil Conflitutions : So that I faw nothing of Danger to them upon

this Chapter, either from the Judgment and Difpofition of his Majeily, or the

Humour of the Nation : But was confident, in cafe wc could agree upon Mat-

ters of Commerce, nothing could ever intervene to break an Alliance that was

fo ufeful to our felves, and all Chrijiendom befides. And fo I left it with him.

Upon this Difcourfe, Monfieur de IVitt with very great Signs of Satisfac-

tion told me, That all I fiiid was fo reafbnable, that he agreed with me per-

feftly in it : And upon that, faid a great deal of the Sympathy he had ever

obferved between us, and how eafy that would ever make any thing we fhould

fall in Treaty of That he knew from Monfieur Meerman^ I had been the occa-

fion of giving him any Credit in England of an lioneft flncere Manj and he

would never lofe mine upon that occafion by giving the King Caufe to be-

lieve other of him. That he confefs'd he had often told mc, that the States

would ever be contented with an Equality with us in Point of Trade j and,

that provided they might know what it was we would be at, and that we
propofed nothing but what was equal and reciprocal between us ; he would
give me his Hand (as he did) that he would ufe all his Endeavours to give us

Satisfaction in itj and he thought he knew the Minds of the States lb well,

that he durft almofl promife it me in their Names by Advance, and without

knowing what it was. That for any thing amifs in the Marine Treaty, he

did not fee how any Complaint could be made of what I had done in it j but that

the Ambaffadors at Breda ought to anfwer for that, if there were any thing ill

in it, ours being but Word for Word the fame with theirs, and, both Parties

Content being neceffliry to alter what was then provifional, as what is now
more formally eflablifh'd. That, for the Form of the Palfports, let me but

bring one drawn up as we defire it, and in Terms current with the Forms of their

State, and it fhall be immediately agreed to. That, for defining what Towns
fhall be faid to be befieged, he is very willing that fhould be done too, fines

it imports the fame for one as t'other : And even for any other Matters that

were thought neceffiry to be added to the Marine Treaty, fince nothing clfe

was delired to be altered: If his Majelfy would inflruft me fully in all Points,

and that they proved as I faid, equal and reciprocal, he would once more un-

dertake we fTiould agree upon them, and delired me to aifure his Majefly fo

much J and he thought, the fooner 1 was inflruded in it, the better : But dc-

fired that no Ufe might be made of this, to encourage either the Eajl- India,

Company or others, to make new Exceptions or Demands, but only I might

be inftrufted in thofe which had been made already : And that, I faid, I durfl

promife him, for they had been already digefled before the Council. From
this, he fell to difcourfe of our Alliance, and the Conflderations we had to

ftrengthen and continue it j and how much he was plcafed with what I faid of

the King's Refolution upon that Point, of his Ihewing them an Example of

Conllancy, and that I could never doubt their following it. And among other

things faid, the States had fuck'd that in like Milk, which was already pafs'd

into the very Flefh and Sabftance of their Body : And we might be the more
confident of it, fince the Minifler they employ'd in France^ and through
whofe Hands all fuch Matters mull pafs, and be reprefented to the States by
the Lights he fliould give them, was as firm and earnefl upon it as any Man
could be : That he knew France would try them as well as us, and would not
fay but they might poffibly gain forae one of the little Provinces j but for Hol-
land in particular, and the Provinces in general, it was not a thing to be

thought
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thought on. From this he fell to fpcak of the Prince of Orange; and fcemed

very much pleafed with what I had faid on that Subject, both of the King's

Difpofifions, and the People's Humours and Thoughts, efpccially that of the

King, of doing as he would be done by; He faid, the States Intentions were
to make him Captain-General of their Forces and Admiral too, tho' it was
not mention'dj and to this purpofe they would already have brought him into

the Council of State, in order to fit him for thofe Charges, had it not been
for fome of the Provinces that had hinder'd it upon pretence of more Kind-
nefs to him, and defigning greater Matters for him. That it was indeed

agreed, thofe Charges were inconfiftent with that o{ Stadtholder.^ which gave
as much Authority in the Civil, as the others in the Military Part of the Go-
vernment. That, confidering the Smalnefs of their State, and Greatnefs of

their Malice, there was an end of their Republick when both was in one
Hand. That for his part, if he had been born under a King, he could never

have confented to what his Anceftors did towards the King of Sp:ihi j but
being born under a Commonwealth, and fworn to maintain it, he could con-

fcnt to nothing that fhould deftroy it; and he wonder'd how it had fubfifted

fo long in that Danger, which was to be attributed to their conftant Wars a-

broad, and to the great Moderation of thofe Princes, among whom none had
Thoughts of it but the lalt, nor would he ever have fallen into them, with-
out having been put upon them by the French^ who had his Breeding and hi.s

Converfation. That, if he had lived, he would have been the ableft of all the

Race J and from thence fell into Commendations of this young Prince's Parts

and Difpofitions : And fo this Matter ended.

For the Bufinefs of Spain^ he was fcandalized as well as your Lordfhip, at

that Queen's flight Anfwer, and pleafed with his Majefty's Letter upon it. He
faid, the Talk of Don John's coming began to renew > and that in the mean
time, the Marquis neither anfwered upon the Swedifh Subfidies, nor prefs'd

them upon the Guarantee, becaufe they had refufed to give it without the
Compliance of Spain in the other Point. I purfued that no farther, having
not yet heard from the Marquis, nor from the Spanip Ambaflador here upon
it. The Treaty between the Emperor and Siveden is not yet ratified, upon a

Difagreement in the private Article about Money to be furnifli'd them by the
Emperor, who Hands upon giving but one hundred and eleven thoufand Dol-
lars a Year upon fome Calculations made by fome certain Quota's upon the

feveral Parts of the Empire; and the Swede demanding one hundred and fifty

thoufand, which would make one imagine the Spaniards had not one of their

five Senfes left, to hazard or delay for fuch a Sum, a Treaty wherein your
Lordfhip will obferve a particular Claufe, leaving Room for Spain to enter in-

to it as they pleafe.

While I am writing, I receive this enclofed from the Snvedijh Envoy here,^

by which you will fee how unhappily a poor Ambaflador is Emharafsi by the
Ceremonies that hinder him from feeing thofe that have fo much mind to it,

and with whom he mufl: have fo much to do. What Expedients I fliall find

hereafter, I know not yet ; but fliall let him know, that being Incognito till

my Entry, Et ne faifant pas VAmbajfadeur^ if he pleafes to come and be con-
tent, that as Incognito I neither receive him nor conduft him out of my Cha^n-
ber, I fhall in it give him all the Civilities he cxpc£ts, as I have hitherto done
upon the fame Pretence of being yet Incognito^ to all Perfons of Quality that
have feen me here. Your Lordfliip will tell me if I do well or ill j and in

Recompence I fliall only tell you, that I fliall not think I do well longer than
you efteem me, what I am fo much,

Tour.^ &c.
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To the Count de Molina.

Hague^ Sept. p.

My Lord, N.S.166S.

AFtcr a tirefomc Paflage by Sea,

the Pleafure of your Excellen-

cy's Letter was not a little ncceflary

to divert and relieve me, renewing

with the Spanifh Language at leaft the

Memory of my palt Happinefs at Bruf-

feh. I read the Paper that came with

it, and much efteem the Honour the

Marquis does me in (till preferving me
in his Memory and Favour, which I

lliall not fail my felf of acknowledging

with the firltOccafion.

I am much pleafed with what they

tell me here, of the good Condition

of the Army in Flanders ; and that

they begin, with the Money they

have received, to recover new Life >

if they have too much, I wifh it

were employed in Sweden., to bring

that Nation into the SpaniJIj Intereft.

I pray God to preferve your Excel-

lency many Years, and give me many
Occafions of ferving you.

Ikifs your Excellencfs Handsy &e.

Al Sender Molina.

LaHayc, Sept. 9.

Exmo. Senr. S. N. 1668.

SEnnor mio, Defpues de tin pajfaje

de mar muy enfadofo., no me era

menefler cofa de menor gtijio que la carta,

de V. E. para recrearme.y y con la Len-

gua Efpagnola refrefcar al rrienos la riie-

moria de tnis paffddos contentamientos

de Brujfellas. He leydo tan bien el pa-

pel adjunto con mucha ejiiwa de la bonra

que me haze el Sennor Marques de no ha-

'oerme olvidado ny echado nienos en fus

buenas gracias., lo que le he de agrdecer

como devo con la primcra occafion.

Mi huelgo mucho di entcndcr loque me
dizen aqui delas Undas tropas que fe hah
Ian aora en Flandes^ y que comien^an a
cobrar la vida con el dinao lo que ay de

fobrado, quifiera mucho que fuejfe en

Suecia para enterar los de efia gente en

los intere^es Efpanoles.

Guarde de Dios a V. £. los annos qw
la dejfeoy y me de muchos Occafiones di

fervir le.

Exmo JSf

B.L.M.D.V.E.

Su mayor Servidof.

To my Lord Keeper.

My Lord, Hague, Ocl. 2. A*. S. i568.

I
Received the Honouf of two from your Lordfliip, of the 4th and 10th paft

together, in one Packet from Mv.lVilliamfon, about the time of my laft

Difpatch into England, which was the Reafon of my not anfwei-ing them the

fame Day -, belides that I had written to your Loidfliip a long one about ano-

ther Subjeft by that Poll.

For all that touches the Marine 'frcaty, I muft refer to myhordJrlmgten's
Letters by this Ordinary. As to the Point of my treating Envoys, I think ic

is better to let it relt as it is, than for your Lordflaip to move any farther in

it} and be content we fliould follow, lince we are not at prefent of a Humour
to lead.

I believe I could order it fo, as Spain and Sweden, and this State^ Ihmild al-

ter the Cuftom by Confent with usj but that which I wilb'd was, that his

Majefty might have faid fingly, he would follow no other Prince's Rules but
the old ones which he had ufed, and feemed to approve by Sir George Doivning's

Demands, and fo given me Order at my firll coming, to give the Hand and
Door as all AmbafTadors did, till the French Caprice changed it about eight

Years ago : And this I took to have been of more Honour as well as Advan-
tage to his Majefty } but it feems I did not imderftand it right; it may be o-

thers would have undcrftood it fo toO, if they had feen both Spain, Slviden,

and



and other M'mijlers of State. 167

and thefe States^ and all others except France^ follow his Majefty's Example,
which 1 could have held a fair Wager of, and is every Body's Opinion hercj

as k is many Peoples, that France it fclf would have fallen /k too, upon the

Advantage in Commerce with other Minifters which would have followed it j

for if 1 had given it, not one Rcfident would ever have feen the French Am-
bafl'ador without it, whereas two or three of them now do both him and me.

I am fure, if France underlland it right, they will take an Occafion to change

it themfelves, and to reap the firft Profit, and all the Honour as well as Plea-

fure of feeing us all dance after them both up and down as our Leaders in a

Countrey Dance } and I am fure 1 had as lieve be lame as do fo j and cannot

tell why his Majefty fhould not think of being in the Head both of the Af-

fairs and Forms in Chrifiendom^ as well as any of his Neighbour Kings.

I acquainted Monfieur de IVitt both with the Examinations, and what your

Lordlliip writ about the Prifoners from Surinam: He is of Opinion, the Com-
plaint lies ilill on their fide, as it did at firft; That Captain Needbani's Perfon,

who had firft left my Lord IVUlo-why to come to the Dutch, and after them
to my Lord IFillo'wby, made them expc6t nothing friendly from him ; that his

Commiffion was very extraordinary, and to be executed n'^on Indians who were

their SubjCfts; that he knows not what can be done farther than to fend Of-
fenders to be both examin'd and punifli'd by their own Prince j that if they

were ill ufed by the way, the Dutch were very much to blame in that, and
'tis a Thing he abhors (out we have yet only their own Words for that) and

he will enquire as far as he can into the whole Matter. In the mean time, 1

having no Inftru£tions upon it, either to complain or demand, had nothing

more to do than to acquaint him with it, till I fliould receive any farther Or-
ders. I hear the fame here which your Lordfhip does there, of the Marquis

Caflel-Rodrigo% Intentions to pafs through England into Spain, which I fhould

be glad of: I believe with your Lordfhip, he will have Credit in the Coun-
fels of Spain^ and fince you would have me think of what I judge fit to be
propofed to him > I will give you my Opinion concerning our Affairs with

Spain, though I am likely enough to be prejudiced in it, by fo particular Ac-
quaintance with the Weaknefs of their prefent Conduft, and Divifion of their

Counfels, as well as the Confequences of them j which are, want of Order in

their Government, their Armies, their Revenue, and I doubt, at prefent, even

of Genius in their Nation, which ever rifes and falls according to that of the

Prince or Miniftry : For, if Men fee the way to rife, is by Worth and virtu-

ous Qiialities, the Genius of a Nation will run that way, and produce great

Subjects. If they can hope to do it by vicious Humours, by little Arts, by
warmPurfuits every Man of his ownlntereftsj the whole Spirit runs into thofe

Courfes, and perhaps the fafter, from the Propenfion of our Natures rather to

III than to Good.
After all, I am of Opinion, that our prefent Intercft, and that of all Chri'

fiendoni befides, in fome meafure, is the Defence of Spain, and not only in

Flanders, but in all other Parts where it ihall not be able to defend it felf a-^

gainil the Power and Ambition of France ; from whence alone we have all

our prefent Fears, and ftiall find our Dangers upon any farther Growth ; for

if a great Acceffion Ihould come to them in Navarre, Catalonia, Italy, du-
ring the Spanijli King's Life, or upon his Death, as there will do in Lorrain,

after this old Duke's Life; we fhould find them more formidable and trouble-

fome even in our Neighbourhood ; as Nourilhment taken in by one Part in-

creafes Strength in all, if it be once digefted. 'Tis true, if for want of Heat
or Strength of Nature, it be not digefted into the very Subftance of the

Body, it will grow weaker rather than ftronger by it : As we fee in Spain^

the Spirit began to fail by the Weaknefs of their Kings and Minifters. For
this Reafon , and all thofe which formerly engaged us fb firmly to bear up
France and Holland againft the Houfe of Aujlria, I think it is our common
Intereft to bear up Spain now againft France, and the more, in refpe6t of their

being now lower than ever the others were, by Reafon of the King's tender

Life, and the Diftrafhion like to enfue his Death, if their Affairs find no
fteady Support from their Neighbours.
Vol. II. Y z If
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If wc were what we have been, what wc might be, and God knows why
wc arc nor, at homc> I think our Intercll were to enter fingly into a Dc-

fenfive League with Spain^ and might either prcferve their Peace, or elfe hope

to make a ihort War, and with iiich Advantages as might countervail what

our Trade will fuffer, and the Dutch grow, during the Time of our being in

War and they in Peace. My Rcafon for making in that Cafe the League

fingle, is becaufe we might thereby reap alone all the Advantages which Spain

would be able to give for their Defence, which would be great, as low as

they are, not only in Point of Trade by their Wools and Logwood, but by
great Penfions in yearly Qiiantities of Salt from Sardmici and other Parts,

which is much beyond any French Salts, and would be the lame as Money
to his Majelly, confidcring what Quantities his Kingdoms fpend : And be-

lides, I doubt not they would offer us conflant Payments of ready Money i

and if we could make War abroad at their Charge, and without prefling too

much the Subjeft at home, or needing them at every Turn j I know nothing

were more glorious, nor perhaps more fafe and advantagious for us, than to

be in A6tion abroad, efpecially if it were in Conjundion of three againlt one,

and not as we were lately, one againll three.

This we may be fure of, that the Spaniard will give more for our defen-

five League than for all others) will not much care for any others, fo they

may have ours, and in lliort, will give for it whatever they are able: But the

Qucllion is, whether we are able to take fo vigorous a Counfcl, and I doubt,

not : Therefore, the next would be to know, whether we arc /e, to enter

into their Defence jointly with Sweden^ which would either awe the French

into a Continuance "of the Peace, or elfe without doubt make the Party flrong

enough for the War : And in this cafe, we muil be content to fliare with

Siveckn whatever Spain can any way give for the Purchafe of their Defence ;

and where our Gains are lefs, the Confideration will be more, of what we
may lofc, or the Dutch gain in Trade, if a War fhould break out and laft .- For
there would be no other Reflexions, fince the Sivede I believe would enter in-

to the League upon fuch Terms as Spain could make them : And the Dutch

would ask nothing better, than to fee us all in War, and themfelves in

Peace, without Danger of the War ending in the Growth of the French

Power.
The third Way, is entring into a Defenfive League with Spain, Sweden,

and Holland j for in all Cafes I fuppofe, we might reckon upon the Emperor,

as far as that would fignify. This I think were certainly to be defired in

what Cafe foever we may be, either to accept or decline the other two. But
the Ills in this are > Firft, the Unlikelihood of Holland's engaging initj for I

could never fince my firft Acquaintance here, find any Difpofition towards itj

and then the Incapacity of Spain to fatisfy the Pretenfions of Benefit from
them, which we might all three pretend > for Holland would refolve to have

a Share, if we had any ; fo that the particular Advantage would grow only

to Sweden, by certain Subfidies or Benefits in Trade from Spain : And we and
Holland, (hould content our felves with the Certainty of preventing a War by
fo powerful a League.

This is all which occurs to mc upon this Subjeft, and which becomes me
beft, that is, to reprefent and not to advife. For Matter of propofing to the

Marquis, I fuppofe he will know as well as we, that the Propofals ought to

come from him, at leaft till he defires to know of us, what we demand upon
a Defenfive League, which is certainly the Defire of Spain, either with us

fingly, or in Conjundtion with the reftj and were the more to be wifh'd, for

the preventing the Spaniards from falling into a defperate Counfel, of agree-

ing with France, and quitting Flanders to them, for Advantage on the other

Side, and a good deal for Revenge, of their Neighbours prelfing fo hard up-
on them, by a difadvantagious Peace, and afterwards Irrefolution of maintain-

ing that it felf, by a Defenfive League.

If the King il\ould think fit to endeavour the difpofing of the Dutch to en-

ter into it, (which for my part I think they are engaged in by the firft, as I

remember, or the fecond Article of the Peace at Aix, though they do not

conceive
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conceive fo) I fhould make fome Trials, and give Account of what I find j

for 1 fear we are not growing flift enough, into a Pofture of making thefe Pa-
ces alone, at leaft by what I could obferve or hear during my fhort Itay in Eng-
land^ which was but too much entertained with ill Bodings and Complaints

:

But, ^iiid trifles ^crimonne fi non SuppUcio Culpa recidilur? (^nid Leges fine
Moribus vante proficiunt ? Without great Virtue and Steadinefs in' the Govern-
ment, and Refolution of going through, with whatfoever is thought fit and
juft, whereby Men may fee, that the only way to rife is to deferve itj all

tempering of Fadlions, taking off Perfons, and foothing Parties, is but patch-
ing up an ill Houfe : I mean not Virtue, in a peaking, formal Presbyterian

Senfe, but that which the greatell: Nations of old, fo politickly favoured and
renowned, which confifted m thofe Qualities, that made Men fit for the Ser-

vice of their Princes and Countries, by ftrong and healthful Difpofitions, both
of Bodies and Minds. Your Lordfhip's Pardon for this once, and you ihall

have no more fuch Troubles as thefe from.

Tour Lordfloip's^ &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

MyLordy Hague., Oct. i. N. S. 166%.

SINCE my laft I have received your Lordfhip's of the 14th, and in one
Letter from Mr. IVilliamfon, an Account of what was refolved at the Fo-

reign Committee, to whom your Lordihips only referred the Determination

of what manner, the Amendments of the Marine Treaty fhould be purfued inj

and accordingly I have fince fallen into the Debate of that Affair in all its Par-
ticulars, with Monfieur de Witt: And the Differences between us are not
great, and fome of his Exceptions feem fo reafonable, that I muft be furnifh'd

with Arguments to maintain the Points againft him, if they muft be infifted

OH} for I confefs I can find none of my own.
Upon the firft he confents to the Change of the Form of Certificates, and

will accept of fuch as we fhall draw up, fo they run equal on both Sides Mu-
tatis Mutandis : But to that which the Eafl-India Company fay, of their De-
fire, that Trade may rather be carried on without any Certificate at all j he
fays, he does not fee how that can be, or to what purpofe all the Articles are

againft contraband Goods j fince it is by the Certificate, whereby it is known
what the Ship is, and what the Goods are fhe carries, and thereby all farther

Trouble of Search is avoided. He fays, He fhould be content, and the Ad-
vantage would be theirs, to have all Trade free, and none to ask at Sea what
another Ship was, whither it went, or what it earned j but fince that cannot
be, there is no way of avoiding of Difputes, befides that of Certificates : And
indeed I doubt, the Merchants in that confidered not the main End of the

whole Regulation, which was, to avoid Quarrels between the Nations j but

only their own private Interefis, in faving the Trouble and Charge of Cer-
tificates, which made them likewife defire, it might be from the Magi-
ftrates of the Ports, from whence the Ships parted, and not from the Admi-
ralty.

Upon the fccond, he confents to the Propofal in the Margin, with only the

leaving out thofe two Words {o{ India\ fo as the Rule may be generally to all

Places, and not confined to the Indies \ which I had nothing to fay againft,

believing thofe Words fell in, only by the Matter coming from the Eaft-India
Company, without notice of any other Traders.

Upon thefe two Points I had given your Lordfhip the Account formerly
of my having at feveral Difcourfes gained his Confent : And I do not find

that any Thing he excepts at in them, is different from what we mean our
felves.

For the other Points, which are wholly new, and Additions to the Treaty,
they coft us ti great deal more Debate, which I Ihall not trouble your Lord-

fhip
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{liip with, but only the Refult at Icaft, of the Opinion he gave me leave to

write to your Lordlhip as his, upon them > though the firft, (ccond, and

fourth, were all of more difficult Digeflion, and fuch as I doubt would have

given fome Work to Commiflioncrs m purfuance of the BreHa Treaty fo much
as to have touch'd : For the Truth is, our Trade in the ludies being fo little,

and theirs fo much, all Equalities of this kind are Gains to us, and Lofs to

them.
For the firft of the four Particulars not provided for in the Marine Treaty,

he confents to the oi>e half of the Period ending with the word Government

:

But for the other, allowing Liberty to pafs any River or Pafs leading to any

Place of Trade, although the other Company have a Fort or Caftle upon the

faid River or Pafs > he fays it cannot poflibly be, nor would it ever be execu-

ted, though the States fhould confent to itj for in thofe Pafl'es, the very end

of cither Company's buildmg a Fort or Caftle, was, to fecure the Trade
of luch a Country to themlelvesj fo as they would by this Article lofe all the

Benefit of the Expence they had been at : That, if to fuch Nations, there

were any other way found, not under the Reach of their Cannon, that Puf-

fage iTiould be free . But under a Fort built to the aforefaid Ends, he did not

believe any Orders would compel thofe in it, either of our Nations or theirs,

to fee the Trade they had fecured to themfelves, drawn away to the other Na-
tion, by a free Padage.

The fecond Particular I got wholly agreed to, tho' with much Difficulty,

as importing, I fuppofe, more Advantage to us than any of the relf, confider-

ing how many more Nations the Dutch trade with than we, by Virtue of fuch

Agreements.

The third was without Difficulty, importing, as we both conceived, no
more, than was before provided, by the Marine Treaty, and more particu-

larly.

For the fourth, he could not confent it fhould extend farther than to Ships

belonging to cither Company, or to any Nations or People lubjeft to either

Company, and confequently under Froteftion of the faid Company, for the

making it run, in the Words of our Article, To any Nations ivitb ivhom either

Company Jhall trade, and net in Enmity with the other Company j would occa-

fion only either Company's feUing their Paflports to all the Nations that would
buy them, leaving it afterward to difpute, upon any Accident fhould arrive,

whether fuch Nation were in Enmity with the other Company or noj ihe

Natives maintaining the Negative, and perhaps the Company the Affirmative,

and it may be upon pretence of fome new Injury, which hud lately given the

occafion of the Enmity; And where fuch Difputes ffiould be determined, was
difficult to find. Befidcs, he argued from the common ufe of Nations, that Pafl"-

ports operated, only toward thofe, who were fubjedt to fuch who granted the

Paflports, or elfe by Alliance and Accord between Nations, to fuch as werfe

one another's Subjcds and under their Proteftion : But how it fhould extend

to other Nations, becaufe they were not in Enmity with our Ally, he could

not fee any Realon, nor had heard any Example. But on the other fide, it

was ever to be ibppofed, that there would be no need at all of Paflports from
the one, to fuch as were not in Enmity with the other: Nations being to be

erteemcd as jull in their Aftions, and not likely to difturb or fcize another,

without at leaft pretence of Enmity, which would be a fort of Piracy at Sea,

or Robbery at Land; but in cafe fuch a Thing fhould happen, no other Na-
tion concerned themfelves in it, unlefs it were offered to their Subjefts, and
confequently to Ferfons under their Proteftion.

I thought his Reafonings feemed good, and befides, I imagined the Thing
was not of Weight ; for, where one Company found a Nation, not in aftual

Enmity with the other, and had a mind to proteft their Navigation, they
might do it by receiving that Nation into their Proteftion, and then giving
them Paflports as Subjects to them. Where Nations will not fubmit to fuch
a Subjcdlion, they mull proteft themfelves. And this was the Refult of our
Conference, which came to no fort of Agreement on either Side, fince I nei-

ther had Power to do it from his M^ijefty, nor he from the States : So that

we
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we can only reprefent on each Side, what pnfs'd, and attend our Orders upon
them } and he in the mean time difpofc the States to his Opinion, when we
meet and conclude formally upon them.

When I receive Inftruftions, I fuppofe it will be neceflary to know the

Manner as well as the Matter we are to agree inj that is, whether a new Ma-
rine Treaty to be made, with thefc Particulars to be digefled into the Body
of it ; or elfe thofe to be pcrfe6ted in an Inftrument by themfelves, as Addi'

tions to the Marine Treaty. For the doing it fvith or without Commiflionei'S

I can fay nothing, fince fo great Authors are on both Sides ; but if both feem
neceflary, one to the Subftance, and the other to the Form, I -^as thinking

whether two or more might not be joined in Commiffion with me, to treat

and conclude it with Commiifioners of theirs, and thofe to be acquainted ber-

fore-hand, with what was to be expefted upon this Matter. But I know
not how our Expedtation of having the Commiffioners meet at London^

would be fatisfied by their meeting at tiie Hague ^ nor how Forms go in

joining Commiflioners to *n Ambauador, for a particular Bufinefsj and fo I

leave it.

i am. Sec.

To the Duke of Buckingham.

My Lord, HaguCi OB. \z. N. S. t66S.

T Hough I could not think it becante me to interrupt your Grace's Bufi-
nefs or Entertainment, by empty Letters} and I know you have what

Share you pleafe of the conftant Troubles my Lord Arlington receives upoii
the Account of my Negotiations here: Yet having this Inclofed fent me to
convey to your Grace, I was in hopes a good Letter may keep an ill one a
little in Countenance, and bear me out in taking this Occafion of prefcrving
my felf in your Grace's Favour and Memory, which I efteem among my belt
Pofleffions, and fhould be glad to find ways of continuing thera, rather by
ferving than by troubling you. Whilft I can do nothing towards the firfl:,

I will do the lefs towards the other, and content my felf to aflure your Grace
in the Language of a plain Man, that none can wifli you happier than I do
in theCourfc of your Fortunes and Honours, nor rejoice more in thePrefages
1 make of both, from thofe wife and generous Difpofitions I left you in of
employing thofe many great Talents and Advantages given you, towards liis

Majelly's and the Kingdom's true Service and Happinefs. I am ftill of the
Mind, nothing is more neceflary to both, than the Continuance and Increafe
of that Harmony which we ufed with fo much Reafon to wifh fo well to^

and which I think has at this time more Operation than that of the Spheres
was thought to have, upon the good Temper and Order of the World. For,
I believe the Spring of all the Motions or Quiet we are like to fee round a«
bout us, lies in that Point and thofe Counfels which proceed from it.

I beg your Grace's Pardon for this Trouble, which I fliould not have be-
gun, but to end with my being

My Lordf

Tour Grace's moji ohediem

and mofi humhU ServatM,

7*
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To the Coyifiable of Caftile. Al Condeftable de Caftilla.

Hague^ 0£i. 19.

My Lord, N. S. 1668.

HAving pafled fo much time, and

with fo much Satisfaction to my
felf, in his Majefty's Service at Bruf-

felsy 'tis impoilible for me to lofe the

Concern I have ever had for the Intc-

rcft of that Countrey, or to avoid re-

joicing with your Excellency upon

your fucceding in the Government,

wifhing you all Honour and Satisfac-

tion, as forefeeing many Advantages

to hisCatholick Majefty in fo prudent

a Choice. But, with the Plainnefs

that has been always natural to me, I

muft confefs that it has not been at

this time without fome Regret that I

have loft the Correfpondence of a Go-
vcrnour of Flanders, with whom I

had contracted fo great a Friendfhip,

and had fo entire a Confidence > find-

ing my felf in fuch a Conjuncture (af-

ter having fo difpofed the States of

Holland) as to be confident of having

it in my Power, to do fomething, if

not fomething very confiderable for

the common Good and Repofe of

Chripndom, as well as for the Intereft

and Safety of the Spanifi Monarchy j

if there were at prefent a Governour

of Flanders that had full Powers join-

ed with his own Defires, and Confi-

dence between us to agree together in

the Concert of fuch a Negotiation. I

doubt it will not look prudent to enter

farther into fuch Reafoning with your

Excellency, to whom I am fo wholly

unknown} though perhaps you may
have heard at Brujfels that I am not a

Man ufed to build Caftles in the Air,

no more than to engage my felf unfea-

fonably in Affairs of this kind : But

your Excellency may believe me, that

at this time nothing is more abfolutely

neceflary, nor that more concerns the

Interelt of Spain, than that abfolute

Powers fliould be fent either to your

Excellency, or fome other Minifter,

to treat and conclude with the three

Allies, and which is likewife as nccef-

fary for the pretended Satisfaction of

the Swedes, as for the Advantage (in

fo much greater Proportion) that it

may be to Spain and the common In-

tereft of Chrijlendom. The fame that

I fay on one fide to your Excellency,

I come

Ex^o. Sen^
De la Haye, Oct. 19.

S. N. 166S.

SEnnor mio, Haviendo fiado tanto

tiempo y con tanto gufto a BruJfellaSy

de la parte del Rey mi Sennor, no me es

poffible pcrder el encarecimento que he

fiempre tenido per las cofas y interejfes

defte pays, ni dexar de dar a F. E. el

parabien de fu llegada a ejle goz'ierno

dejfeandole en ello mucha fatisfaccion y
honra, como augurando a fu Mageftad
Catolica wucho protecho de tan fabia

eleccion. Pero con la llaneza que me ha

Jido fiempre natural, es 7nencfler confef-

far, que me pefa mucho en ejle punto de

haver perdido la correfpondencia de un

Governador de Flandes, con quien he te-

nido tan ejlrecha amijtad, y entera con-

fianza; hallandome aora en una conyun-

£fura, y aviendo difpuejlo los Eftados de

aqiii de tal manera que me pare(e poder

obrar algo, fino mucho por el Men com-

mun, y por el repofo de la Chrifiianidad,

como por la falud y intereJJ'es de la Mo-
narchia de Efpanna^ fi eflwciera aora

Go-vernador Miniftro en Flandes que

tuviera poderes bajiantes y tan bien la

voluntad y cotifienfa para concurrir com-

migo en el conclerto de tal negocio. No
pareciera de hombre difcreto de entrar

mas adelante en eftas razones con V. E.
a quien Jloy tan defconocido j aunque bien

pudicra aver entendido a BruffeUas que

no foy hombre para dczir difparates, ni

para ponerme fuera de tiempo y occafion

en cofas agenas. Pero erea me V. E.
que no fey que no puede aver otra en ejle

tiempo que toca mas a Efpanna, ny que

la fea tan necejfaria, que de embiar fin

perder punto a V. E. a otro Miniftra

poderes abfolutos para tratar y concluyr cori

los ires JlUades, loque fuera monefter, tan

bien por la fatisfaccion pretcndida de los

Suedefes, que por la utilitad que con ella

fe puede alcan(ar mas que proporcionado

a la Efpanna, y al bien comrnun de la

Chrifiianidad. Lo mifnio que digo de

una parte a V. E. vengo de defir de de

otra al Miniftro de Suecia, a qui Refi-
dente porque bien hecho de ver, que con

las ydas y bueltas en Efpanna y en Sue-

cia fobre efias ?uaterias, no fe hara ja-

mas fino perder el tiempo y las occafiones^

aunque el primero nunca fe le velve a los

hombres, y muy raramentc las poflreras.

A lo menos muy claro efia, que fi efte

hhierno
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I come from faying on the other, to

the Swedijh Minilter Refident here:

For 'tis too plain to be feen, that with

the Length of the Journeys, and Re-
turns from Spain and Sweden^ nothing

can be hoped for but the lofs of Time
and Occafionsj the firft of which ne-

ver returns to mortal Man, and very

rarely the other : At leatt, it is certain

that if we do not thisW inter make our

Advantage of the prcfent Pollure of

Affairs for the common Good, we are

never again to hope for the fame Oc-
cafion.

I beg of your Excellency, that this

Advice may be only to your felf, or

thofc in Spain who are moft concern-

ed in it. What is moft neceflary I

have fold your Excellency, is, to ha-

ften the Powers, and that needs no

Confultation, the reft time will fhew j

and 'tis not neceflary, the Spanijh Mi-
nifters here ihould concern themfelves

in it till the Powers come. I engage

my felf to difpofe things fo here, that

whenever they arrive, your Excellen-

cy fhall be able to make the Advan-

tage of them, for your Mafter and the

Countries you govern. Your Excel-

lency will not look upon this Letter

as coming from an Ambaflador, but

from a Man extremely defiring the

publick Good, and that has ben a lit-

tle enlightned by having fo much part

in what has been defign'd towards it :

And I hope will pardon my having en-

tertained you fo long ;in a Language
that I begin now to forget, and had
never learn'd well : But 1 had no mind
what I have here faid to your Excel-
lency fhould pafs through another
Hand.

Pray God prcferve your Excellency,
and give me the Occafions of ferving

you.

/ ki/s your Excellency's Hands, &c.

hivierno no nos appro'vechamos de las pre-

fentes por il bien commun^ nunca hemos

de efpcrar las mifmas por el venidero.

Supplico a V. E. que efte avifo la fir-
ve afolas., ft no a los tan bien en Efpan'
no. qui fon los mas intereffados en ellos.

Porqtte lo que cs el neceffario lo -vengo de
defir en lo de hazer venir los poderes, en
ejlo no fe ha de confultar ; por demas hi
tiempos lo diran, y no fe avra di entre-

meterfe a qui, en el entretanto Minifiro
Efpannol antes que vengan los poderes,

que yo me encargo de difponer las cofas a
qui di manera que llegendo los V. E. a-
vra de app'ovecharfe d'ellos por el bien

de fu Rey^ y de los payfes que govierna,
F. E. no ha de interpretar efto como vi-
niendo di mano de Ambaxador, pero de
un hombre muy- afficionado al bien com"
mun, un peco efclarecido en las cofas

corrientes, como aviendo tenido tanta
parte en ellas; y me pardone averla en-
tretenido en una lengua que y a commien-

fo a olvida, aviendo k nunca bien ap'
prendide-f pero no he querido que V. E.
en lo que la digo, avria de tercero.

Guarde Dios a V. E. muchos annos^

y me de las occafiones de fervirla.

B.L.M. D.V.E.
Su mayor Servldor.

To my Lord Keeper,

^y Lord, Hague, Nov. i. N. S. 1668.

I
Have had the Honour of your Lordfhip's of the i^th paft fome Days by
me, and deferred the Acknowledgment of it till this Poft , that I might

make it at a little more Leifure, I muft firft beg fo much Favour from your
Lordfhip, (for I fhall efteem it a Kindnefs to me) that you will never conftrain
your felf to write to me in Pain or Trouble j but upon all fuch Occafions ufe
either any other Hand, or any other's Correfpondence with me, to fend me your
Vol. il Z Commands:
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Commands: And in the next place I fhall de(ire your Lordfliip's Belief, that I

never took any thing ill in the Icall, from a:iy Hand, that 1 knew meant me
well J

and am very well plealcd to hear of my Faults from my Friends, ns I

hope they will ever be to rec'cive my juitExcufes, and others 1 Ihali never de-

fire to trouble them with. I know yourLordihip is fatisfi«d with what I did

in Ihewing that Letter, having given you the Advice of it at the fame time I

promiled it ; and 1 fhall make ule of the prudent Intimation you pleafe to give

mc upon that Particular.

Monfieur de IVitt has fcvcral times fpoke to mc fince about the Pavilion^

applauding your Lordfhip's Refolution, or at Icail Inclination, to bring it to

fome Certainty ; and delircd me to offer to your Lordfhip as moft advantagious

to a good Iflue in it, that the Expedients he propofed, you would firft mention

asyourov/n-, bccaufe, whatever is offered from the contrary Party, is com-
monly either fufpe£ted, or defpifed, even for its being Jo. I find, a good End
of this Matter is the Point he has much at Heart, believing no Qiiarrel could

ever happen between the Nations, if that Occafion were once out of the way.

He fays, he has never yet fpokcn to any Man, about the Offers and Expedi-

ents he propofed, and knows, they will be ftomach'd by many here ; but he

will put all the Strength he has upon it to make them pafs, or any thing elfe,

that is at all reafonable in the Cafe, and doubts not to fucceed. I fuppofe,

whatever we have by Accord with them, will not be onlv fo much of a gain-

ed, inftead of a difputcd Right > but will engage them to further our Pretence,

of fo much with our Neighbours, and to take part in our Quarrel, if any

fiiall be raifcd by any of them with us, upon that Point: And iffo, we ihould

have fomcthing very fubflantial for that which methinks is very airy now, and

which ferves only for an Occafion of Wars, at a time we have no mind to en-

ter into any > and, I doubt, with fome Reafon : For if we had a conquering

Genius at this time among us, and Force to fecond it, nothing could be fo

ufeful to us as this Pretence : But every Pilot that would be fafe and well, mufi:

carry Sail as the Weather is abroad, and as the Sides of his Ship are llrong or

weak to refill it.

I am much pleafed to find I have the Honour of agreeing with your Lord-
fhip in all Points that fall into Confideration, as well this, as that about En-
voys, and about the Benefits of a Quadruple League; concerning which I

writ my Opinion freely in one to my Lord Arlington by the lall Pofl, being

the only thing which can crown the great Work his Majelly has under-

taken, of fettling the Peace o{ Chriflendom., and giving a Stop to the French

Career, which about ten Months fince was in a fair way to over-run us all, one

after another j and hangs ftill like a Cloud over all their Neighbours Heads,

leaving every one in doubt when and where ic will fixll. And till that be com-
pafs'd, 1 fiiall hardly be fecure of Spain's not trinkling at one time or other

with France^ for the Remainder oi Flanders^ at leaft upon fuch a Revolution,

as would arrive at that King's Death, if not before : Nor of the French Par-

tics getting Ground enough again in Sweden at one time or other, to turn the

Bias of that Crown towards the French Intereits, by the Offers of Money,
which can befl be made them on that fide : Whereas by fuch a League, Spain

would find their Account in keeping Flanders, and not fear any War which

the French Pretenfions there might engage them in : Sweden would find theirs

by fome certain Subfidies from Spain^ even in Times of Peace, and by Aflii-

rancc from them and us, of greater in cafe of a War : Hollrnd would be bro-

ken off", from all Return into any new Meafurcs with France, and be forced to

follow the common Interefts and Counfels of the Alliance : Spain and Sweden

would be both hinder'd from entring into any feparate Concert or Treaty

without us and Holland: The Emperor, and Princes of the Empire, and Duke
of LorraiH, would be glad to be admitted into fuch an Alliance: And his Ma-
jefly would remain Head and Dire6tor of a League, which would have the

Glory of preferving the Peace of Chrijiendom, and checking and bounding the

French Greatncfs, at a time when no other Prince durft look it in the Face.

And in cafe of a \\ ar breaking out from France, in fpight of all thcfe Defences}

I fuppofe, confidcring the Strength of the Alliance, and the Temper of our

People
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People at home, bent wholly upon thefe Counfels, his Majefly would have
rather Reafon to defire, than to apprehend it.

I conceive the way of efFefting fuch a League muft be, to make a Draught
of it with Monfieur de Witt here, if he can be finally difpofed to it > and that

with all the Secrecy in the World, and to proceed in it, as near as is poffible,

with all the Fairnefs and Equality, in the Confideration and Comprehenfion of
each Party's Interefts, which is the only way to facilitate fuch Negotiations;
and whenever we and Monfieur de Witt are ageeed in it, then for his Majefly
to take upon him the propofing it to Spain^ and trying what private Advan-
tages may be gained from that Crown, in Confideration of his both propofing
and effefting a Matter fo much to their Advantage.

All that fecms to be againft fuch a Counfel, is his Majcfty's prefent want of
Treafure, which renders him in a Condition very unfit, to enter into any Ac-
tion abroad, by provoking France.

As to that : Firft, the End of this Counfel is Peace, and not War j and
feems indeed the only way to fecure it, by letting France fee, they cannot find

their Account in a Warj for till they do that, they will never leave the De-
figns of it. Then, inftead of provoking France, I fhould think this would
make them much warmer, in their Ofitrs and Applications towards us j when
they fee, that without gaining us, they arc abfolutely bound to the Peace:
For, to fay the Truth, our falling at any time into the French Interefts, is the
ready way to a War abroad, wherein it may be we fhall not have any prefent

Share, but fhall pay for our prefent Quiet with dear Intereft, of the utmolt
Danger, after two or three Years time.

Belides, tho' our Condition is ill towards the Support of a War, 'tis the
moll imprudent thing we can do perhaps, to own it, if we intend to continue
any Commerce abroad j whereas, looking our juft Debts, both to our Neigh-
bours and our felves, boldly in the Face, will, as it does fometimes with a
Merchant, hold up our Credit fo high, that with good future Management
and the Strength of that, we may help to re-eftablilh our Eftatej but, if not,
nothing can keep us up fo much, as being clofely link'd with feveral other
Traders of better Stock, who will by that means become engaged not to lee

us fink. And in cafe of Aftion, to fucceed fuch a Quadruple Alliance, and his
Maiefty's Neceffities keeping him from furniftiing his Part towards the Sup-
port of it : 'Tis not to be imagined that Spain and Holland would not do their

utmoft towards his Supply rather than lofe his Affiftance, and leave him under
the Temptation of falling into any new Meafures with France.

After all this, I think, let his Majefty make what Paces he pleafe, either

bold or tender, in the way he is (for I cannot think of a Change in that with
the prefent Conjunftures) I know nothing will be fo neceffary, with the Fore-
fight either of Peace or War, as for his Majefty not to be found the next
Spring without any Money in his Treafury, or Credit to raife it fpeedily and
eafily, without relying wholly upon his Parliament's Supplies, by an. new
Burthens upon the Body of the People j for that can hardly be done without
long and perhaps crofs Debates in the Houfe, which lefiens his Majefty's Credit
with his Neighbours whenever they happen, more than the Supplies granted
can raife it : And befides, after fo great Payments as the Kingdom has conti-
nued, ever fince his Majefty's Reftoration, efpecially during the laft three
Years, though joined with the great Diminution of Money and Trade during
the War j I queftion whether any thing confiderable can be raifed in general
upon the People, without fome reafonable Occafions of Averfion and Com-
plaints.

But nothing they fay is more the part of a weak Underftanding, and unfit

for Bufmefs, than to propofe and enlarge upon Inconveniences, without fo

much as offering Remedies: And therefore I lliall fay, that firft, methinks,
two Propofals which have been already a-foot, are very confiderable towards
this End -, as, the felling of fmall inconfiderable Quit-Rents, where the Sum
is hardly worth the Charge of raifing, and yet by the reafon of the Trouble to
the Tenant by them, they will yield five or fix, if not ten Years Purchafe
more than greater Rents : If this Counfel be tied up to thcfc Circumftances, I

Vol. II. Z z thinly
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think it very advantagious, and as prejudicial, if it be fufFered to go beyond

them.
Secondly, The Selling of the Chimney-Money would, I fuppofe, be eafily

o-rantcd by the Parliiunenti would take off the Tax, of all others, moft dif-

tafteful to the Subjects, and if fold at pretty cafy and moderate Rates, would

be taken kindly ot the People, purchafcd readily, and yield a very great Sumj
and the mollly raifed that any could be, fparing no Man's Part, and holding

an equal Proportion with every Man's Eftate: Only this Circumllance fnould

be in it to make it eafy, That not only every Man fliould have the Offer and

Pre-emption of his own ; but if upon Refufal it fhould be fo!d to another

Hand, yet it fliall be free for the Owner to buy it of him at any time within

a certain Space, as of two or three Years ; and the prefent Purchafer to be con-

tent with the Profit he fhall have made in the mean time, which will prove a

great Intereft for his Capital.

Thirdly, A Reducing of the Intereft which the King pays from ten to eight

in the hundred, with which the Bankers may very well be contented, and

mufl be, I fuppofe, if the King pleafes, and finds a Courfe to make them fee

their Security cannot fail them : For two in the hundred Gain is, of all Rea-

fon, enough for them, where the Security they receive is as good as what they

give, as it is in this Cafe : For the King's Security to the Banker, is in efftft

the Banker's Security to his private Creditors} and whenever one fails, the o-

ther muft. Now the Bankers pay but fix in the hundred at moll for In-land

Money, and lefs for fome ; And I have rcafon to doubt, a very great Trade is

driven with them from Holland by Dutch Merchants, who turn their Money
through their Hands, encouraged by the great Intereft they gain there in lieu

of fo {mall here, that the States have lately refufed to take the Value of twen-

ty thoufand Pounds Sterling of the Duke of Lunenburg's Money at two and a

hz\i per Cent, and three is the utmoft that any Man makes. And if the King,

by granting good Security, pundtual PaymentSs, and the Reputation of good
Order in his Revenue, were gotten into Credit, 1 do not fee why he might
not upon occafion take up what he pleafed at fix per Cent, as well as the States

do here at two and a. half.

Fourthly, To enable the King upon any Occafion to give better Security, I

know nothing would do fo much, as if the Parliament could be difpofcd to fet-

tle the Cuftoms upon him for one Year after his Death, as they arc already for

his Life, but that being an uncertain Term, Money will not be readily, or
without Exaftion of Intereft, lent upon that which may fiiil next Day : And
yet I conceive it to be the largeft Branch of the Revenue, and in all other

Points the moft certain.

Fifthly, If any thing were fet on foot in Parliament, towards an A£t of Re-
fumption of Grants of Crown-Lands, fince a certain time, Ufe might at leaft

be made of it towards drawing fuch Grantees to a voluntary Compofition, of
holding their Grants at the Rent of a fourth or fifth part of the real Value to

the Crown, in Confideration of having fuch Grants confirmed by Aft of Par-

liament, or the King's Engagement to confent to nothing to their Prejudice,

after their Confent to fuch a Rent and Tenure.

Sixthly, A View may be made at leaft ofwhat has been gained by any Grants

from his Majefty, above what were really his Majefty's Intentions to grant

:

As where the King intended to give five hundred Pounds a Year, and perhaps

feven or eight, or a thoufand Pounds is made of it : And the fame of Sums of

Money out of certain Benefits granted, towards the railing thenij and what is

found to be beyond the Intention of the King's Grant, to be repaid.

Many fmaller Particulars might perhaps be thought of j all which, with

what has been mention'd, will be made valuable by a good Order in the Ma-
nagement, and a ftanch Hand in Grants hereafter, till the King be as much
before-hand, as he is behind-hand now. I am,

My Lord,

7'our, 8cc.
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To Mr. * Mountague. * uu
Dttke of

My Lord, Hague, Jan. x. N.S. 1669. fj",""""

IT is an ill Sign of the Dulnefs of this Place, that I muft have Recourfe to
the Compliments of the Seafon for the Occafion of a Letter j and that I

can find very little to fay from hence, bcfides wifhing your Lordfhip, accord-
ing to our good old Style, a- merry Chrijimas. The Spaniards have not yet had
fo much good Nature as to make ours here the merrier, with their two hun-
dred thoufand Crowns : I doubt it has fome Enchantment or other upon it

;

and is not to be delivered but in fome fatal Hour, or by fome charmed Knight.
All is here frozen up; and the Bifhop of Mtinfler may march if he pleafesj

but if he do, as has been fo much talk'd, will blow his Fingers, unlefs he re-

ceives very great Influences from your warmer Climate: For the good Pay of
thefe States is in fo much Credit among their Neighbours, that I believe they
will not want what Forces they fhall have Occafion for, befides what they
have a-foot.

I iliould be very glad to hear what becomes of my Lord and Lady of Nov
thumberland, and how long they intend their Pilgrimage, fuppofing your Lord-
fliip keeps fome Correfpondence with them, of which I am out of the way j

but very much in that of being,

My Lord,

Tour Excellency''s mojl

obedient humble Servants

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, Jan. i8. N. S. 1669,

THE Baron d'Ifola arriving here Yeflerday, I have this Afternoon had
fome Difcourfes with him upon the Subject of his Journey, which he

profefTes to be a Defire of advancing the Treaty of Guarantee, as a thing his
Mafter has more Interefl in than Spain it felf, which will be better able to fub-
fift after the Lofs of Flanders, than the Empire can. I find he came with
Hopes of effecSting much by his Eloquence and great Parts, and by makino- o-
thers fee more of their own Interefts, than they were willing to do. And fo
the two Themes wherein he came provided, were, to make it evident that
France would open the War again this Spring, and within fix Weeks attack
either Burgundy or Luxenburg; and on the other Side, that the Counfels of
Spain, as they are now compofed, if they fiw not a folid and firm Affiflance
from their Neighbours, would fall into the eafiefl way of ending that JVIatter,

by giving up Flanders upon the befl Terms they could. That they were as a
fick Man, that would not or could not help themfelves, and were fo to be
dealt with by thofe that were fo deeply concerned in their Lofs, as thefe States
m particular feem to be: And that after the Difarming ofthe Duke of Lorrain
which France had now refolved, and the Seizing of Burgundy, which would
be their next Work ; it would be impoffible to maintain a War in what re-
mains of Flanders, when they could do it no longer by Diverfion, after thefe
two Inlets into France ftopp'd up. From this we fell into the Story of the
Sivedejb Subfidies, and the Hardfhips put upon Spain in that Bufinefsj all

which I fuppofe your Lordfhip has heard a dozen times already, and are obvi-
ous enough, and therefore I fhall not repeat them, not remembring any thing
new in that Difcourfe : But it ended with Spain's having lefs Reafon to pay
for that Peace than France j fince the Guarantee ofFer'd would be equal to both
and the Gain of the War had been all on the French Side. That for his Part'
he could truft little in any Treaty where the Obligations were not reciprocal i

and
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and when the Guarantee was given, he did not know whether thefc States

would not be ftill apt to facrifice any new Conquefts France ihould make, to

any unreafonablc Peace, provided the Danger grew not nearer them : And he

had the more Reafon to believe it, by a Rcfolution he was aflured of, among
the States of Holland, to treat with France about diverting their Attempts upon
Flanders, in cafe of the Kmgoi Spain'^ Death, and leaving all the reft of that

Monarchy open to his Pretenfions.

This was the Subftance of his firft Difcourfe : Upon which I told him.

That the friendlicll Office I could do him at his Arrival, was to tell him, what

Men and what Refolucions he would find here, to the end he might not lofe

his Paces by their being at firft ill direfted. That, for their own Intereft in

the Prefervation oi Flanders, they thought, they underftood it as well as any o-

ther of their Neighbours, and needed no new Lights in that Profpedt, nor new
Motions, to engage in its Defence, if they might hope to fucceed : That this

depended upon Spain's good Condu£t and Provifions in Flanders, and upon their

fatisfying Sweden. That without Swedenh Engagement, Holland could do
nothing confiderable in their Defence, lying open to the French on one Side,

and the Bilhop oi Munfter on the other j and without Holland he might afllire

himfelf, the King would never intereft himfelf in their Quarrel, but feek his

Meafures forae way elfe : So that the Strength of their whole Affiftance de-

pended upon the engaging of Sweden, and that upon Payment of the Subfi-

dies. That I would tell him freely, I thought Holland might be induced to

give a general Guarantee, according to the Article of the Treaty at ylix. That
if his Majefty and Sweden would be induced to join with them in it, I thought

it was the cheapeft Bargain that ever any Crown had made. That I believed

a Guarantee, without reciprocal Engagements, more to their Advantage, and

Icfs to ours, than a Defenfive League, which they fo much defired : But yet

the Conjunfture was fuch, and the Refpedts that enter'd into it, as I could af-

fure him he would fail in the Purfuit of the laftj and I believed, might fuc-

ceed if he would content himfelf with the other. That, if nothing elfe were

in the way, there was not Time left for it, and therefore I would advife him,

to lofe none about it. That, for what fhould happen after the King of Spain's

Death, I was confident, neither the King nor the States would enter into it j

but leave thofe Confiderations to the Seafon, in which they fhould arife. That,

if Spain was refolved to deftroy themfelvcs, T'hat was a Thing beyond all our

Prevention or Remedy, and fo only to be bemoaned, and no more be thought

on : If they would be preferved, they knew the Price, which is, the Swedijb

Subfidies, and could beft tell whether it were worth it or no.

This I thought was the beft way of dealing with a Perfon that had more
Wit a great deal than I, and fo would be fure to have the better in Argument:
And befides, I thought it fittcrt for a Bufinefs, which it is necefTary to bring

to fome fiiort Ifllie : And the Baron feemed not to refent it ill, and faid, IVell^

If you are certain the Dutch will not be brought to a League with us, we muji

think of what we can have, and not what we cannot: And all that remained to

be done, was to draw up the Form of a Guarantee, and fend it to the Confta-

ble; and let him know, that upon Satisfoftion of the Swedifi Subfidies, that

Jfliould be ready for him, and without it we had no more to fay. I told him
I thought he was in the right way, and hoped he would fucceed in it, and af-

fured him of our Endeavours to draw Sweden to the fame Meafures, and per-

fuade them, if need were, to fome little Eafc in the Terms of Payment. He
asked me, in cafe the Subfidies were not paid, and the Guarantee given, and

France fhould next March^ attack Burgundy or Luxenburg, what 1 thought

we would do? I told him, I was ever to think, that the King and his Allies,

would do upon all Occafions, what they had engaged. He would have had
me join with him, in drawing up an Inftrument of Guarantee. But I, that

had a Mind to cxcufe my felf, at leaft', till I received my Inftruftion, advifed

him to propofe it to Monfieur dc Witt, with whom he had an Hour affigned

upon our parting. And fo our firft Conference ended.

lam, 7ny Lord, your, &c.

T*
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To my Lord Keeper.

My Lord, flagucy Jpr. 24. N. S. i66^\

UP O N a late Converrition with Monfieur de JFitt, though I had fome
Reafon to be furprized, yet I think I had none to take any notice of it

;

but am very fure I can have no Reafon for doing it, to any other Perfon, but

to your LordlTiip, of whole Friendlhip I liavc had lb many TelHmonies, and

with whom I have lived in fo much Confidence ever fince our firll Acquain-

tance. The prefent Subjeft is fo delicate, that I can hardly tell how to touch

it my felf, or to truft it in any other Hands but your LordlTiip's, who will better

judge whether any Ufe may be made of it, and I a<Ti fure will make no ill one j

nor do I expert there can be other, than to gain fome Light in a Matter

wherein I am wholly ignorant, and perhaps your Lordihip may not have been

curious enough to obierve fo near} and which 'tis yet very neceflary for us

both, to be as well informed as we can.

Monfieur de JVitt came to me, as he faid, upon a particular Vifit j and as

a Friend, not a Minifter : But the Occafion of it at prefent he would confefsj

was, to acquaint me with a Converlation he had lately had with Monfieur Puf-

fendorf, a S'lioedifl} Agent, who paffed this way from Pa,rh to his own Coun-
trey : That he had been fome time at the French Court fince our Meafures ta-

ken by the 'triple Alliance, and the Negotiations fet on foot with the Spa-

niards in Confequence of them. That the Minifters in France had taken much
Pains to perfuade him, that Sweden would find their Account very ill in purlii-

ing thofe Meafures : That Spain would fail them, in what was pretended from
them} and that Holland alone would not be able to fupport them, or the Mea-
ful%s they had raflily taken : And to make this good, the Minifters there had at

length told him (but as a Secret only for the Service and Information of the

Court of Sweden) that England would certainly fail them } and was already

changed in the Courfe of all thofe Counfels they had taken with Hollav.d and
Sweden, though they did not think fit to let any thing of it afpear } and the Se-
cret was yet in very few Hands, either in the French or the EngliJJo Court. That
when this Agent feemcd incredulous of all this Story, and to fufped: that it

was artificial, and only intended to give an Ombrage or falfe Light to the Court
oi Sweden, and thereby help them to make the firit falfe Step} Monfieur 2k-
renne at laft, fhewed him a Letter from Monfieur Colbert, their AmbalTidor,
wherein he gave an Account of the happy Succefies he had met with, in his

Negotiations at our Court, of the good Difpofitions there, and efpecially thofe

of fome of our chief Minifters } upon which he added thefe Words, * Et je * ^^j r

Jeur ay enfin fait fentir toute CEtendue de la Liberalite de fa Majefie. i^^y'^ ^^
Here Monfieur de Witt ftopp'd as if he had no more to fay, and with a very lajl made

equal Countenance } though I found he had obferved mine very narrowly, all them fen-

thereby as unconcerned as ^/j. ^^j-
he did. 1 told him, I had Realon to be furprized at what he had faid, hnz (ly-'suii-
did not know whether we had either of us any, to put much Weight, or dxxw'rality.

any great Confequence from all this Story : That there might be Artifice in it,

onfeveral Hands } that fome of thofe it had pafied through might deceive, and
others be deceived} that there might be Miftake in Mens Apprehenfions of
what pafled in Talk, and the Relations too : That Monfieur Colbert might fay

a great deal to value his Services to his Court, and more than he thought him-
felf : That the SwediJJj Agent might be made partial in France to their Inte-
refts, and wifh his Crown ftill in them, as moft beneficial to the Minifters
there that were fo engaged : That it was at leaft artificial in the French Court
to employ Monfieur Tiircnne to give this notice to the Swedijh Agent and
fhew him Monfieur Colbert's Letter, which had been more proper tor a Se-
cretary of State} but that it was likely Monfieur Turenne's fhewing it and be-
lieving it, would have more Credit and more Effect in the Couf c cf S-ivcdsn.

That



Letters of Sir William Temple,

That farther than this I had nothing to fay upon it, befidcs protelling to him

Upon my Honour and Truth, that 1 knew nothing of it> nor had 1 Realoii,

by any thing I heard from England^ to fufpeft any more than I knew. That

I had told him, upon the Negotiation of our lalt Alliance and his Sufpicions

of our Incontlancy in England^ what I truly thought of the Difpofitions and

Intentions both of his Majeftv and his Miniflcrs : That I knew, and all Men
confcflcd, their Interelts were fo deep in it, as well as the Humour of the

whole Kingdom, that it was hard to think 1 could be deceived. That how-
ever, I could anfwer for no Man but my fclf; and that I would, that if ever

thefe Meafures were broken, it Ihould not be by me> nor would I ever have

any part in dellroying, what I had the Honour of building, fo much for the

Safety, as I conceived, of both our Nations, and the reft of Chrijlendom; and

with fo much Glory and Applaufe to his Majefry's Counfels upon that Occa-
fion. That I was ftill of the fame Mind, and had no more to fay.

Monfieur de Witt fmiled, and faid, what he had told me was but as a Friend

and in Converfation } and left me to makd what Ufe I pleafed of it, or none if

J thought fit, without drawing it into farther Confequence : That he had been

very fufpicious when he firft enter'd into the Miniftry, but had been fo often

deceived by it, that he had cured himfelf of that Quality. That he knew very

well it had been Hxid among fome foreign Minifters here fome Months fince,

*That it * ^u'ilfaut avoiier qu'il y a eii four netif mots du plus grand Minifire du Monde en

mujl be Angleterre; as if they believed fome Change had befallen our Counfels before
confeJJ'cd, jj^g \^^ Year ended. That for his part, who went to the fubftantial as near
there has

j^^ could, and the plaineft way j he had made but one Refle(5i:ion, and kept

Months
^ ^^'^^ ^^ much as he could to himfelf: Which was, that after my Embafly hi-

che 'Treat- thcr had been refolved in England^ to fupport and improve the Ends of our lalt

efl ^Mtni- Alliances, and to engage the Emperor and chief Princes of the Empire, as

flry inthe well as Spain^ in the bupport of them ; he could not but wonder to find rae
14^'orldtn engaged of late by my Orders from Court, fo warmly in a Chicane about fuch
England.

^ -j fifle as that of Surinam \ and in fo many eager Difputes about the Preten-

fions of our Eafl-India Company, which were fitter for Merchants thm for

Minifters : And look'd as if we had them more at Heart, than the Purluit of

thofe publick Interefts, that were thought fo necefTary for Chrijiendom at my
firft coming over. But after all, for his part he would go on conftantly up-

on the Foot of our laft Alliance, as the beft Ground of our common Safe-

ty } and believed the States would do fo too, till his Majefty or his Minifters

ihould let them plainly fee, he had changed his Meafures. And with this, ri-

ling up, he feemed not to expe6b any Anfwer, but to go away in very good
Humour : And I was not very defirous to draw our Difcourfe into more
Length, and fo it ended.

'Tis time this Letter Ihould do fo too, which I defire your Lordfliip will

burn when you have read it-, and to forget it, if you find no Occafion to

think farther of it j and then I fhall endeavour to do fo too. I am fure it (hould

never have begun, if it were not to end with the ProfefTions of that Truth and

Faffion wherewith I am,
My Lord^

Tour Lordjhip's mofi faithful

and mofi humble Servant.

To my Lord Cavendifli.

My Lord, Hague, July 1 8. N. S. 1669.

THO' I had much rather make your Lordlhip my Compliments upon
fome better Fortunes, and upon your Health rather than your Dangers;

yet I could not omit doing it at this time, upon fo honourable a part as all

Men allow you to have had in your late Adventure at Paris ; which I do not

only
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only as a private Perlbn and Servant of your LordAip's, who wifhes you all

Increafe of Honour that may not be bought too dearj but withal as a Pub-
lick Minifter, who ought ever to confider above all Things the Honour of our
Nation} and knows, that the Complexion of it in Times of Peace, is very

much either mended or fpoiled in the Eyes of Strangers, by the Aftions and
Carriage of particular Perfons abroad. I can aflure your Lordfhip, all that

can be faid to your Advantage upon this Occafion, is the common Difcourfe

here ; and not difputed by the French themfelves ; who fay, you have been as

generous in excufing your Enemies, as brave in defending your felf: The
Dutch will have it, that you have been the firft in Excefs ; and fay, that fuch

a Thing, as feven or eight falling upon one, would never have been done in

any other Place but France^ nor iufFered neither by the reft of the Company.
However, I am of Opinion, if Excefs may be allowed in any part, it is in

that i and therefore rejoice with you in the Honour of both, and with my felf

in that of my being,

My LOR D,
Tour LordJIoifs moft ohciUent humhle Servant.

To my Lord hiliugton.

My LORD, Hague., July .... 1669.

I
Am to acknowledge your Lordfhip's of July the Ninth, and have but too

much Reafon to agree with you in defpairing to fee this Matter of the Ma-
rine Article to be brought to any fair Conclufion, about which I writ at

large by laft Poft to Sir John 'Trevor ; and will tell your Lordfhip more in pri-

vate, that I very much fear our Eafl-India Merchants have fomc farther mean-
ing in it, than we yet underftand, and than they defire we fhould. For hav-

ing had this whole Bufinefs run through my Head with more Thought and
Application, than ever any other did before j I could not but obferve ma-
ny feveral Inequalities in their Proceedings, and make fome Refleftions upon
them.
Ae Firft, That it began immediately upon the finifhing our Alliances with

the Dutch -, in which none could detraft in the leaft from the Glory abroad,

and popular Applaufe at home, of the King's Counfels, but by declaiming a-

gainft this Marine Treaty, though at firft it was only upon the Inequality of
the Paftports : When that Point was eafily accorded by Monfieur de Witt j

our Merchants added another, about the Definition of a befieged Place, which
was all their Exceptions againft the Treaty it felf, could amount to : But when
there were fome Hopes given by Monfieur de Witt in his Letters to me, that

this likewife might be furmounted i they added feveral other Articles, un-
touch'd in the Marine Treaty : And when they faw all were like to be gained
here, but that one of a free Trade with People not in Subjeftion, and of paf-

fing Forts (which Sir George Doivning had found here was an invincible Point)
they then declared. That without this, all the reft were worth nothing : And
upon this faid, they have left our Treaty a-ground, now for about eight
Months paft. When we begun firft to ftruggle out of it, they faid, they on-
ly aimed at preventing fome Innovations, which had been of late Years prac-
tifed by the Dutch, againft the ancient Ufages in thofe Parts, and many o-

thers of the fame kind, which they had Reafon to fear : Whereupon the
Dutch AtCixcdi the particular Inftances of what they either had felt, or thought
they had occafion to fear j that fo they might redrefs us in particular, and un-
derftand us in general : Our Merchants inftanced in Cochin and Cananor, and
I think one other Place, which Monfieur de Witt faid, was not at all to the
Cafe, but to another, provided for, by the defining of a befieged Place: So
that I was forced by them here, to prefs ftill for Inftances by feveral Letters,

till the Merchants at laft fent a long angry Paper, with very many Recapitu-
VoL. II. A a lations
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lations of Things part:, and which the Dutch faid, had been debated and a-

grced in former Treaties} and therefore fl:ill dcfired to know, which of the

particulars named, we thought applicable to the prefent Queflion. Upon
which I received Anfwer, That the Pradtice of the Dutch, againft which they

defired to provide, was but beginning} that they could not, or that it was to

no purpofe to give particular Inftances, their Apprehenfions being general, of

what the Dutch intended to impofe upon us: And that, in fhort, what we
defired, was for Prevention rather than Remedy j which, they faid, made ic

much harder in the Dutch to deny us.

After this Monfieur do Witt and I concerted an Article between us, to pro-

pofe to our Principals on either Side, and which I confefs I thought compre-
hended our iMeaning, as I underftood it by the Letters I received from your
Lordfhip, and the King's other Miniflersj which though it was immediately

refufed at Amjierdam^ as liable to the Interpretations they fo much feared, yet

was likewife rejefted by our Merchants too, and another fent over, yet flronger

than the firft, in thofe Parts wherein the Dutch were moft fenfiblc} tho' your
Lordfhip feemed to think, the Article I had tranfmitted, would reach our

Aim, till you propofed it to them.

Upon the new Debates we engaged in, arrives the News of what we had

fuffered at Macajfar } which our Merchants made to be a formidable Inrtiance

in the Bufinefs depending, and of fir more Confequence than all they appre-

hended by Dutch Forts and Pafles } and therefore immediately prcfented the

King with their Demand of Reftitution, together with fome other Particu-

lars which we were fain to difown immediately, as againft an exprefs Article

of the Treaty at Breda : And I had the Blame of propofing all their Demands
to the Dutch, though the Paper of them was fent to mc without any Dif-

tindtion.

So foon as the Point of Macajfar was yielded us, which I thought would
prove the moft difficult of any, as of moft Importance, and was, I am fure,

for a great while the moft contefted; and after the Proje6t of a general Article

was gained from the Dutch (againft all their former Refolutions) which was

grounded upon thefe two Points, That we defire no Innovations, and will

make no particular Inftances or Complaints, in which they have ever offered

us Redrels : Our Merchants feeing the Matter draw near a fair Ifl'ue, now
feem refolved to end all with thefe two Anfwers : That their Reftitution to

Macajfar (as Sir John 7'revor writes) will be too dear bought, by fuch an Ar-
ticle as fhall confirm upon us all the Injuries we have complained of by Forts,

and Pajfes, and Treaties too: Whereas the Article as 'tis propofed by the

Dutch (however defeftive) does not extend to any Treaties to come, but on-

ly to the paft } nor do the Dutch defire to fell us Macajfar at the Price of any

fuch Article, but had much rather reftore it to us upon concluding the Trea-

ty, without any fuch Article at all : Nor do I know yet of the Injuries in par-

ticular we have already complained of, either by Forts, Pafles, or Treaties, be-

fide this oi Macajfar; but contrary, have always been told, what we defired

was rather for Prevention than Remedy. But next they fay (as your Lordfhip

tells me) They had rather be left as they are, with their Pretenfions fixir and

entire, than have them blafted for ever with a bad Conclufion: Whereas no

Conclufion they now make upon what we have gained, and the Rcdrefs of

what they complained of in the Marine Treaty, (though without this con-

tefted Article) but will leave them and their Pretenfions in the fame Condition

they were before : The fame Liberty ftill remaining upon the laft Article of

the Marine Treaty, to appoint CommilUoners, and alter or add any thing,

when both Parties ihall agree } and will be but like taking fo much by Ad-
vance, upon Account of a greater Debt. So that I am apt to conclude from

all thefe Obfervations, that they who influence our Merchants in this Profe-

cution, either have no Meaning this Treaty fhould end fairly, and fo they put

it obftmately upon that fingle Point, and in that Form which they know will

never be granted } or elfe they aim at gaining an Occafion of raifing new Dif-

putes with the Dutch, whenever they find a Conjun6hire for it } there feem-

ing fome Reafon for the Dutch Opinion, that agreeing upon aq Article as ours

propofe
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propofe ic, we may fall into new Contcfts upon the Extent and Interpretation of

it whenever we pleafe. If this laft End be in the Bottom of this Bufinefs, and

it be taken up or countenanced by his Majefty or his Minii1;ers, upon Reafon

of State, and we make our Provifions, and take all our Mcafures accordingly,

for ought I know it is a wife, and may prove an honourable Counfel in time,

at lead if the prefent State of Affairs in Chrlflendom fhould change by any fud-

den or unexpe£ted Revolution. But if our Merchants, or thofe who influ-

ence them in this Matter, mean no fuch thing as a Conclufion of the Treaty;

but only by the depending of fuch Difputes to leave anUnkindnefs andWeak-
nefs in our Alliance, which may in time fhake the Foundations of it, and

make way for new Meafures on one fide or other, which will in time prove

deftruftive to bothj I cannot but interpret this as the Effe£t of their Diftafle

or Envy at the King's prefent Miniftry, and the Courfe of his Counfels, which

have not gained greater Honour abroad, nor perhaps Safety and Good-will at

home, by any thing, than by our late Alliances fo renowned here, and there-

by the Stop we have given to the Progrefs of the French Greatnefs. And
therefore it muft come from the Influence of fome, who would be glad to

fee not only our Alliance fliaken or changed abroad, but our Miniftry at home
too ; which I fliall be forry to fee, till the King can find better Hands for

himfelf and the Kingdom to place it in : And whenever that happens, as much
as I am your Lordlhip's Servant, I fliall be very well contented, and fo I dare

fay will you too. If your Lordfliip fliould imagine any particular Envy or

Peek at me or my Employment here, may have contributed to the Difirculties

which have fucceeded in this Bufinefs > and that our Merchants or thofe that

influence them, believe it would thrive better in any other Hand j I will beg
of you not to be fway'd by Confiderations of Kindnefs to mc in a Matter of

publick Concernment} nor to fear, that whenever this Employment fi\lls, you
ihall be troubled with me at home, as great Minifters ufe to be with Men out

of Office : For while the King's Bufinefs goes well, 'tis not two Straws matter

whether fuch a Body as I have any Share m it or no.

And there's an end of all the Refle£tions I have had upon the moft trouble-

fome and untoward Bufinefs that, I thank God, I ever had in my Life, or I

hope fiiall ever have again : And perhaps I am miftaken in them all. How-
ever, if your Lordfhip can pardon this, you fhall be fure not to be troubled

in hafte with any more of it from,

My Lord^

Tour., &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lordy Hague, Aug. 7. N. S. 1669-

Was very glad to find your Lordfhip in your laft upon your Journey into

the Countrey, becaufe I very much doubt whether the Exercife or Diver-

fions you ufually allow your felf, are what your Health requires, and what
your Cares and Troubles deferve. I am fure, in the Profpeft I have of them,
I am fo far from envying them with all their gay Circumftances, that I think

your Lordfliip has a very hard Bargain of them altogether ; unlefs it be one
Day made up to you by the Glory and Satisfaction of fome great Succefs in

the Purfuit you intend of his Majefly's and the Kingdom's Honour, Safety and
Happinsfs , which I doubt will need fome ftronger Gounfels than Men feem at

prefent difpofed to : But this is none of my Bufinefs.

I cannot give your Lordfhip any Account of what you fay is made a great

matter of by fomebody to a private Hand, about the Difliculties intended by
S-pain in the two lalt SivediJI} Payments, with defign of making new Demands

:

I am only in pain at prefent to lee the firft Payment finished, which is not yet

arrived, but expefted by the firft Courier. When that is done, and the Gua-
rantee delivered by Sweden, as well as us and Holland, I ihall be in no great

Vol. II. A a i Fsar
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Fear befidcs that of the Spanifi King's Death, or of Spain Hilling into feme

Agreement or other with Irance for the Exchange of Flanders^ by feeing fo

great a War Hill intailed upon it, and their Neighbours unwilling to lliarc fo

far in their Dangers, as perhaps it were our and the Dutch Intereit to do. I

am fure in the prcfe'nt Polhire of that Monarchy, if I were of their Counfel, I

fliould be of Advice to do it whenever France would be content upon it, to quit

all Pretence to the rcll of the Spanifi Dominions : And perhaps 'twere wife for

France to get Flanders by that or any other quiet Condition : For within two
Years after he were well poflcfs'd of that little Spot of Ground, I doubt no
Prince or State in Chrifiendom^ would pretend to difpute any more with him
then, than the Spaniard does now. But thcfe are Events to be confldercd by
Men in greater Spheres than 1 am, and perhaps defcrve to be a little more
thought on than they are.

I have received and returned a Vifit with the French AmbalTador j fo that wc
are upon as good Terms as can be. My Lord Culpepper palled this way laft Week j

and upon that Occafion I cannot but defire your Lordlliip to let me know more
particularly from you, how I am to treat any EngliJJ} Lord as to the Hand and
Door in my own Houfe : For though the French Example is given me, as to all

publick Minifters, yet there is nothing fpecified as to other Perfons; and if I

am to follow it in this and other Particulars, I defire to have fomething from
his Majefty's pofitive Commands to bear me out, as the French AmbaHadors
have, and as methinks the Cafe deferves : Since I am told, the Innovation be-

gan in Monfieur Comingei\ time in England^ and that before the Orders he re-

ceived in it, he gave the Hand to all Gentlemen of Quality in England, and to

all Perfons of great Quality or Families, though of his own Nation: And that

my Lord St.jilbnns ever gave it to all Englip Lords while he was Ambaflador
at Paris: Though it feems my Lord i/o//;.j changed it upon the French Ambaf-
fador's doing fo in England.

I know not what my Father faid to your Lordrtiip concerning the Trifle you
mention in the End of your Letter: And I am fure you might very well have
fpared your felf the Trouble of taking notice of it > as I may do of giving your
Lordfliip any farther Aflliranccs of what will never fail you j which is the hear-

ty Paffion and Truth wherewith I am and ever fhall be,

My Lord,

Tour LordJJjip'St Scc.

To Sir Charles Wolfely.

S I Ry Hague, ^iig. lo. N. S. i66p.

I
Received fome time fince the Favour of a Letter from you of May pth j

but hearing by your Son that you had foon after left the Townj and find-

ing how ill Fortune one of mine had met with in lying five or fix Months be-

fore it came to your Hands : I omitted the acknowledging yours till I might
prefume on finding you fooncr by my Father's Conveyance, to whofe Care f

have committed this, upon Information of his Journey by your Houfe into

Ireland. Were it nor for acquitting my Debt, and afluring you of your Son's

Health and Welcome here, while it may be any Eafe to you or Improvement
to him, I fhould have little to bear me out in giving you this Trouble: For
the Return of your Compliments would but multiply them between us : And
that is a fort of Excrcife in which I am foon out of Breath, as having but a
fmall Stock of thofe more refined Imaginations which are required to make up
any great Abilities in that kind. Thcicfore I fiiall end an empty ill Letter as

foon as I canj but not without the Profeflions of my being,

SIR,
Tour niojl kumbk Servant,

. To
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To the Spamjh Amhajfador. A I'Ambafladeur d'Efpagne.

Hague^ Aug.

My Lord., i^.N.S. i66p.

I
Was in hopes the Affair now under

Debate could have met with no
Reply to what I writ yefterday to

your Excellency : But having oblerv-

ed the contrary by yours of this Even-
ing i I am obliged to fay , that I

thought, upon our laft Conference, I

had left your Excellency entirely per-

fuaded, that the Conjlable was in the

wrong to raife a Difficulty about the

Jfirft Payment upon the Concert pro-

pofedi becaufe there was no mention

of it in the Ad figned by your Excel-

lency. I fhall fay farther, that you

have reafon at prcfent, if in that A6t

you fliall find (either exprefled or im-

plied) thefe Words of the Guarantee,

T los Inftriimentos neccjfarios dependien-

tes de ella. If thefe Words are not

there, the Party contrafting cannot

bring them in by any Interpretation of

his own, without Confent of t'other

Party, or Sentence of fome Arbitra-

tor : Befides, that this of the Concert^

does not abfolutely or of neceflity im-

port any thing to the Security of the

Guarantee: For, provided we execute

it as the Wants ot Spain require, it is

of no Importance whether it be done

with fuch or fuch a number of Troops,

either of one or t'other Nation, fince

that is to be concerted according to

the different Interefts or Covenien-

ces of each Party : And it may hap-

pen that the Attack from France may
be fo powerful, that it will be necef-

fary for each of us to affift you with
all the Forces we can raife or equip,

according to the general Guarantee,

and not according to any Concert of

Forces fpecified in the Treaty.

I do not accufe Spain of any want
of Sincerity in all this Affliir, but on-

ly of Rcadinefs and Freenefs to con-

fent to, and accomplifh what was ab-

folutely necelFary for engaging Sweden

in the prefervation of the Peace. And
on t'other fide, your Excellency can-

not accufe the Sincerity of the King
my Mailer i who at the loweft of

your Affiiirs, and when Flanders was
defperate,

De la Haye, le i %

Monflcur, Aout, S. N. 1669.

1 'Avois efpere que Taffaire dont il s'a-

I git a prefent m trouveroit plus d'ob-
*^ Jlacks,y {sf qu'll n'y auroit point de

replique a ce que fecrivis hier a F. E.
Mais comme fay vii le contraire par vo-

ire Lettre ecrite ce fair meme^ je me
crois obligb de dire^ qu^il m'avoit parm
que le fruit de notre dernier conference^

avoit ite de laifj'er V. E. pleinement per-

fuadee., que le Connetadle de Cajiille a'
voit tort de fufciter une difficulte tou-

chant le premier payement fur le Con-
cert propose, puifqii'il n'en eft point fait

mention dans VaSte ftgne par V. E. J'a-
jouteray a cela, que vous auriez aujourdhuy

raifon., fi dans cet Acle vous trouviez on

exprimes ou foufentendus les mots de Gua-
rentief Y los inflrumentos nccefTarios

dependientes de ella. Si pareils mots

n'y font pas, un des partis contraSlans

ne peut pas les y faire entrer par une in~

terpretation de fa fafon., a moins que le

confentement de Vautre parti internjienne-f

OH que de part (^ d'autre on convienne

de s'en rapporter a la decifon d'un ar~

bitre : Sans confer que celuy de Concert
luy meme n'importe point abfolument ni

necejfairement a, la fecurete de la Gua-
rantie : Car pourvu que nous rexecutions
felon le befoin des affaires d'Efpagne., il

impcrtera pea qu'avec un tel ou un tel

nombre de troupes, ou que ces troupes ap-

partiennent a une de deux Nations plu-

tot qu'a Vautre; car fi Von doit agir de

concert., c'eft felon les divers interets £5*

les differentes commoditez de chacune des

Parties. Et meme il peut arriver, que

les invafions (5? les attacques de la France

feroient fi redoutables, qu^il fera neceffaire

que cbacun de nous raffemble tout ce quil
peut de forces fur pied., ayant egard a l'in-

tention de la Guarantie en general., fc?

non a quelques cas particuliers fpecifies

dans le traite.

Je n"accufe pas VEfpagne d'avoir man-
que de finceritc dans tout le cours de cet-

te affaire., mais d"avoir manque de

promptitude 13 franchife a accomplir ce

qui leur etoit abfolument neceffaire pour

engager la Suede dans la confervation de

la Paix } fur cela je diray auffi a F. E.
qu'elle ne peut pas accufer la fincerite du

Roy mon Maitre; lors que letat ds vos

affaires etoit le plus deplore., 6? f«^ ^^'^^

Us
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dcfpcratc, gave the fiifl: helping Hand

fwhcn the Princes ncarelt allied to the

Crown of Spain would have nothing

to do in it-,) contraftcd his Alliances

kft Winter, fent a Fleet to Sea the

Summer following, fent Ambaffadors

to Jix la Chapdky founded the Triple

yllUance^ and follicitcd other Princes

to join in it : And all this, only to be-

gin and procure a Peace, where nei-

ther his Dominions nor People were

concerned ; nor (with permiflion of

great Reafoners) had any Profpect of

future Dangers, but what would con-

cern the Empire and all the reft of

Chrijlcndom, before his Majefly or his

Kingdoms could be expofed to it.

For what your Excellency defn-es to

know, why, Monficur Marecbal hav-

ing fiid, there would be no Difficulty

in concluding and ratifying the Con-

cert ^ there fhould notwithftanding

prove to be any in doing it at pre-

fent ; I will tell you, That the two
Minifters of Sweden, in all that has

pafled between us, have not only Hiid,

but ftill perfift, that they were ready

to enter into the faid Concert, and in-

tended to do fo before Monfieur Ma-
recbal goes from hence (upon which
however he is extremely prcfled) but

that they never intended to enter into

it before the Payment of the firll Sub-

fidies , which ought to have been

made upon the mutual Delivery of the

Ratification j faying withal, that they

would never allow that this Money
ought to pafs for Payment of the par-

ticular Aids they were to give Spain

by virtue of the Triple Alliance. I

liavc always found them fo fliff upon
that Point, that I have been a long

time in defpair of overcoming their

Nicety. It remains therefore to Spain

to confider whether the Guarantee of
tl-i/ce fueh Powers be worth giving

this lirde Satisfa&ion to Sweden; and

whether it would not be more to the

purpofc when the fecond Term cx-

pii-es, to prefs us then upon the Con-

cert^ if you fhall not fee it finifhed :

But by all means to procure as foon

as poffiblc, that the general Guarantee
be

les Pa'is-bas etoicnt conime an defefpoir,

ila le premier mis la main a I'ouvrage

(tfuand les Princes les plus proches de let

Couronne cl'Efpagne n'y voiiloient pas

toucher) tout I'hyver dernier fa Majejle

a employe a fairs trailer fes Alliances

(^ a faire equiper une flote qui a parti en

mer; IJite fui'vante il a envoys fes

Ambafj'adeurs a Aix la Chapelle, il a
cements la Triple Alliance, (§ fait fol-

liciter divers Princes de s'y joindrs en

plus grand nombre : Tout cela dans la

veue cracbemincr ^ de procurer une

paix, qui ne rendoit rien a fes Etats ni

a fes Peuples, puifque les uns ^ les au-

tres etoient a convert des ravages ds la

guerre. Car malgre tout ce qu'il plait

aux grands difcoureurs d'infmuer, l^ de

pnblier -y les dangers qui mcnacent VAn-
gletsrre, £5? qus la Politique a dii prs-

voir, CSS dangers regardoient (^ fEmpire
en particulier, 13 tuute la Chretiente sn

general ds plus prcs que fa Maje/le 6? fes

Royaumes.

V. E. demande, pourquoy Monfieur
Marecbal ayant dit qu^il n^y auroit au-
cune difficult6 a conclurre £5? a : atifier le

Concert, il s'y en trouve pourtant au-

jourdbuy-j Je vous diray fur cela, que

les deux Minijlres de Suede fur tous Iss

points difcutsz entre eux £5* nous, mn
fculement noifs on dit, mais ils perfiflsnt

toujours a dire, qu'ils etoient prets a
entrer dans Is dit Concert, qu'ils avoi-

ent meme pretendu le faire avant le de-

part ds Monfieur Marecbal, quelque

prefse qu'il paroif/c ; que leur penscs n'a

jamais eti d'attendre a faire cette de-

marcbe, qus Is payement des premiers

fubfides, fixe aii terns que Vecbange de

la Ratification feroit dslivres. Ils a-

joutent a cela, qifils ne confenliront ja~

mais, que cet argent puiffe pajfer pour

Is prix (3 l^ reco'mpenfe qu'ils s''engage-

roient ds donner a VEfpagne en vertue de

la Triple Alliance. Je Iss ay trouves

fi roids fur cut Article, que fay defef-

pere il y a long terns ds vaincrs Isur de-

licatef'e. II refle done pour VEfpagne

a examiner ^ a bien pefer, fi la Gua-
rantie de trois Puiffances telles que cellss

qui js prefentcnt, ne vaut pas bien qu'on

cede a la Suede la Icgere Satisfaction

qu'ells demande. Je voudrois que VEf-
pagne conjiderat, s'il ne feroit pas plus

a propos d'attendre a nous prcfjer fur le

Concert, que Is terms du fecond pays-

ment fut scbeu, ft tout n'ctoit entisrs-

msnt conclu \ mais en tout cas ds procu-

rer an phitot que la Guarantie generals
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be put into your Hands : And I do
not doubt, but according to the Dif-

pofitions I fee on all Sides, that the

Concert vdll quickly follow, though
your Excellency fhould no more con-
cern your felf with urging us to what
we are drawn by the Intereft of every
particular Party as well as the Pub-
lick.

I wifh your Excellency Health and
Happinefsi and am, l^c.

•vous foit mife en maim. Je «? doute

pas^ veti les difpofitiom ok je trouve tous

les Efprits,^ que le Concert ne fuive
immediatement.^ 13 fans que V. E. ait

la peine de nous prejj'er d'avantage: En
cette rencontre notre propre interet fe
trouve joint a celuy du publique.

Je fouhaite a V. E. la [ante 13 la

profperite qu'elle defire-y 13 fuis^ &c.

To the Span'ijh Amhajfador, Al Arabaxador de E/panna.

Hague, Aug. 14.

My Lord, N. S. i66p.

I
Received your Exellency's Let-

ter laft Night, as I was mak-
ing my Difpatches for England, in

which I immediately enclofed it, that

the King ray Mafter may fee, in what

this Affair has ended. For the Com-
plaints your Excellency is pleafed to

make of me, as having hinder'd in-

ftead of advancing an Agreement fo

much defiredj I fhall not defend my
felf with Words, if my Aftions have

not done it; nor think my felf obli-

ged whatever has pafled in this Affair,

to give account of it to any body but

the King my Mafter. I am not the

firft Minifter, whofe Services to Spain

have had no Returns but of Reproach
and Ingratitude, which I fhall not

lay to Heart, fince our part is only

to obey. However, I cannot but

think it had been more Prudence in

the Spanifi Minifters to acknowledge
all the King my Mafter has treated

and done for 18 Months paft in favour

of that Crown, than to accufe his

Majefty upon every Occafion, either

to have done nothing, or only what
he found convenient to himfelf : Since

the true way of engaging a generous

Mind in new Obligations, is to be

thankful for the old, and rather in-

creafe than leffen what a King and a

Friend has done, at leaft with lb much
defire of fucceeding well.

Since your Excellency is pleafed to

give fo wrong a Turn to what I writ

with fo good Intentions, I will fay

nothing to excufe it, but ftill repeat

what I faid before j That to me it

feems more reafonable that you fhould

prefs the Sviedifl) Minifters upon this

Agreement,

De la Hay, Aug.
Ex mo. Senr- 14. S. N. 1669.

ANoche recebi la de V. E. Jlandome
en mis difpachos para la Inglatie-

ra, en las quales la he luego encerrado,
para que vea el Rey mi Sennor en que
piinto a parado efte negocio. For lo que

fe va V, E. quexando de mi, como el

que atrafava el concierto tan deJJ'eado.,

en lugar de encaminarlo ; To ne me voy
defendiendo con razones, fi las obras no
me defienden. Sea lo que fuerra de mi^
que no tengo de refponder a ninguno de
b que hago en ejla materia, fi no al Rey
mi Sennor, y no foy yo el primero Mi'
nijlro a quien aviendo hien merccido de
Efpanna, fe lo reconoce con defagrade-
cerle todos fus officios } Pero no importa,
porque no tenemos nos-otros otra parte en
los negocios., fi no de obediencia. A lo

menos me parece que los Minifiros de Ef-
panna hizieran mas prudentemente de
agradecer al Rey mi Sennor, loque ha
negociado y obrado defpues de anno y me-
dio paffados en favor de las cofas de efia

Corona, que no de accufar fu Mageftad
a cada punto, de no haver hecho nada,
averlo todo hecho por fu propria con'

venientia; porque el verdadero medio
para empennar un efpiritu generofo en
nuevos beneficios, es agradecerle algo de
los paffados, y mas prefle agrandecer que
no yr fiempre difminuyenod , lo que un
Rey amigo a hecho a lo menos con buena
voluntad.

Puefque V. E. fe gujia de tomar a
tuerto loque yo he efcritto a derecho, yo
no le he de impedir, pero me voy redizi-

endOf que a mi pare^er tnviera mas ra-

zon de appretar los Minifiros de Succia

fobre efte concierto, fi veyra que no fe
havra acabado al fegundo termino de los

Subfidios i
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Agreement, if you think the time of

the fccond Sublidics not yet run out

:

Bccaufe 'tis plain, that the firft Pay-

ment (by your own Aft) was to be

made upon the figning the Ratifica-

tions of the Guarantee, without any

other Condition} and there being

three diftinft Afts from the three Par-

ties, your Excellency has very artifi-

cially made mention both of that of

the Guarantee, and the other of Con-
cert j whereas that of the Guarantee

ought only to be given to Spain ; and

that ofConcert, but communicated as

an Agreement between the three Par-

ties enter'd into the Triple Alliance.

With all this, your Excellency may
fee, that when I faid this, I told you

at the fame time, that there was no

doubt, after having given the Gua-
rantee, and that the Swedes had re-

ceived their firft Payment, the Agree-

ment would be concerted too : And
this I ftill believe from the Intereft

the Sivedcs have in it, to fecure the o-

ther Payments i and Holland yet more,

either to preferve the Peace, or in cafe

a War mould happen, to fecure a

ilrong and powerful Defence from

Flanders^ which next to their own
Towns, is what they are neareft con-

cerned in. I muft repeat again what

I faid of his Majefty, That if the

Swedes and the Dutch can find the

way of agreeing this Affair, it will

never be laid to the King my Mafter's

Charge if they do not fee a good End
of it. But I have enter'd deep enough
into the Thoughts of the Swedes up-

on this Point, to be abfolutely ofO-
pinion. That they will never confent

to the Agreement, till they have re-

ceived their firft Payment. Monfieur
Marechal having only heard fome Ex-
preflion of your Excellency's upon this

Affair, came immediately to defire I

would go to you, and inform my felf

of the Truth of it, and bring a pofitive

Anfwer from youj fwearing, that if

this were your Rcfolution, the Swedes

could very well content themfelves

without the Money: And that for his

Part, he was refolved to leave the

Hague to morrow j and about four or

five Days ago, Monfieur Jppleboom
fent his Secretry to tell me, he had
heard fomcthing to this purpofe, of
your Excellency j and to complain of
it. But if you can otherwife difpofe

both the Swedes and the Dutch, as to

mc

Subfidios J porque es cofa evidente por

fa propria aclo, que el primero pagami-

ent» Je ha de cumplir con la extradition

de las ratificatioms de la guarcncia ftn

otra condicion; y que fiendo tres attos

difiinclos de las tres partes, per ejlo K.
E. a hecho mencion de los a&os de gua-

rentia, y otro de concicrto covso V. E. "va

concluyendo aora con vnicha agndeza, por-

que el a^o de concierto no fe deiici dar a

la Efpanna como el de la guarentia, Ji

no communicarla folamente como un ac-

cuerdo entre las partes de la I'riplc Al-

lianfa. Con toclo eflo 7nuy bien pudiera

ver V. E. que en diziendo ejlo he dicho

tan bien que no havia duda, que defpues

de haver dado las guarentias, y recebido

la Suecia el dincro del p-imero termino,

fe acabara el concicrto, y lo creo tan hien

porque "veo a la Suecia intcreJJ'ada en cllo

por affeguarfe de los otros terminos, y tan

bien por lo que efpera en fuccediendo la

guerra y la Olanda fta aun mas interef-

fada para affegurar tanto mas la paz, o

en cafo de guerra une fuerte y baft&nte

defenfa del pays, baxo como tocando les

muy apretadamente y mas que otra cofa

defpues de fus proprias 'villas. 2' lo que

he dicho del Rey mi Sennor, lo digo otra-

vez que accordando fe la Suecia y la O-
landa en las particularidadcs del Concier-

to, no tendra a fit Magefad de no acca-

barlo. Pero aviendome yo harto efcw
drinnado los fcntimentos de los Succos en

efle negocio, foy enteramente del pare^er

que minca han de tocar al Concierto an-

tes de haver recebido el primero termi'

no; porque el Sennor Marechal aviendo

entendido folamente alguna cofita que V.
E. avia dicho a efle propofito, mc venia

luego fupplicar de yr me a V. E. di in-

formar me dello., y tirar una refpuefta

caregorica fobra efle materia ; jurando

tal fueffa la rcfolution de V. E. que la

Suecia fe paffaria rnuy bien del dinero^

y que para el flava determinando de falir

la mannana de la Haya. T no ay mas
que quarto o cinco dias que el Sennor Ap-
pleboom me ha empiado fu Secretario pa-

ra quexarfe de la mifma manera di ha-

ver la fegunda vez entendido tal cofa de

V. E. en ell'i. Pero fi puede difponer y
los Succos y los Olandezes de otra manera

(como me pare^e immaginar en fu carta)

para mi me huelgare de fa fucccffo, y
mucho he de alabar fus diligentias, aun*

que tan poco fe contenta de las mias.

No
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me it feems by your Letter, vou ima-
gine j I fliall extremely rejoice at your
Succefs, and applaud your Diligence,
though you are fo little pleafed with
mine.

I cannot tell how I came to engage No fe como me he empennado tan ade-
fo far in a Language I know fo imper- lante en mi gercgon^a de Efpannol. V. E.
feftly : If you do underftand me, 'tis le ha de pardonnar, con que le hecha de
all I defire. God preferve your Ex- cntcnder^ bafta. Guarde Dios a V. E.
cellency many Years. I kifs your Ex- los annos que la dejfeo.

cellency's Hands, and am

Tour moft humble Servant. B. L. M. D.V. E. &c.

Aoufl^ .... i66p.

Sentence donnee fur I'Affaire de Portugal & de la Hollande,

par rAmbaffadcur de PAngleterre, a qui les deux Par-

ties avoient remis la Decifion finale de leurs Differences,

non pas comme AmbafTadeur d'Angleterre, mais comme
Chevalier Temple.

MOnfieur VJmhajfadeiir de Portugal 13 Monfteur le Penjtonnaire de IVitt^

ayants trouve a propos de communlquer a VAmbajfadeur d'Angleterre les

Points qui ont efie fi long terns en difpute fur VAccommodement propose entre le

Portugal {5? la Hollande-y

Le dit Ambajfadeur d'Angleterre a trouve fur la premiere Conference avec les

deux Parties^ que la principak Difficult^ qui reftoil a demeler, ejioit fur la ma-
niere de faire les deux Millions cinq cent mille Cruzados qui eftoient accordes par le

Portugal h la Hollande.^ payables a dix Payements egaux j c'eft a dire, deux cent

milk Cruzados par an.

Le dit Ambajfadeur d'Angleterre avoit aujft remarque dans la mefme Conference

que les deux Parties eftoient d^accord que Icfdits Payements fe feroient par les

Droits du Sel de Setuval, fi? qu''a cet Effet chaciin d'eux avoit propose fon Expe--

dienty par lequel ledit Ambaff'adeur d'Angleterre voyoit que Monfteur VAmbajfa-
deur de Portugal fe propofoit que lefdits Payements entiers fe feroient par VAf~
fignation defdits Droits du Sel de Setuval pour le terme de dixfept ou dixhuit ans :

Et que Monfteur le Penfionnaire de Witt fe faifoit fort que ladite debte fe pourroit

entierement fatisfaire Jelon fon Expedient par lefdits Droits du Sel de Setuval dans It

terme de vingt ts? deux.^ ou vingt (5? trois ans.

Ledit Ambafj'adeur d'Angleterre ayant auJft remarque que Vaccommodement fur
aucun defdits Expedients eftoit defefpere pour les Difficultez fur la maniere de

payer les interefts, dont les deux Parties ne pouvoient aucunement vcnir au bout^

a trouve bon de propofer comme un Expedient entre deux : ^e le Portugal ajfig-

neroit a la Hollande les droits du Sel de Setuval pour I'efpace de vingt ans en fa-

tisfa^ion entiere de ladite debte ; ft le Portugal ne troifvoit pas que la Hollande eut

receu fa fatisfaHion entiere en moindre terns } i3 qtt'en tel cas ledit terme feroit re-

tranche apres telle fatisfaclion achevee.

Ledit Ambafadeur d*Angleterre ayant propose cet Expedient h chacun des deux

Parties.^ Monfteur V Ambajfadeur de Portugal a pris da tems pour le conftderer;

£3* Monfteur le Penfionnaire Va accept^ fur la condition fuivante j Sfavoi7'y fi
dans aucune annee dudit terme., lefdits droits du Sel de Setuval ne monteront pas

a la valeur de cent cinqiiante mille Cruzados, qu'en ce cas le Portugal dans Van-
nee fuivante fuppleera en Sel la valeur de ce qtt'en trouvera avoir manque a la-

dite Vannee precedente : Et a fin que les Payements fe pourroient parachever en

Vol. II. B b moindre
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woindre temps^ Ic Portugal s'obligeroit ck ne hattjfer pas le pri.\' du Sel pour les

Hollaudois, ni de fabaiffer pour Ics autres.

Ledit jfmbafj'adcur cVAngkterre ayant commtiniquS le mcfmc foir a VAmbajja-

cleur de Portugal ladite Acceptation fous la Condition mentionnee^ il i'accorda a

rExpedient de rAmbaffadeur d'Angktcrre^ &f aujji a la Condition du Penfionnaire,

pour ce qui ejloit de ni hauler ni abaijfer le prix du Sel: Mais pour rautre par-

tie de la Condition^ il la rcfufoit entierementy a caufe que la Hollande eftant af-

fcuree par la ck recevoir en Sel tout ce qui manqueroit chaque annee fur les Droits

du Sel h Taccompliffement de cent cinquante milk Cruzados, fe pouvoit departir de

tirer dudit Sctuval ft grande quantity du Sel^ qu'elk eftoit accoutumee de tirer

chaque annee par le pafse : Et que par la le Royaume de Portugal fe trouvcroit

appauvri a faut dudit debit ordinaire du Sel^ (^ le Prince fe trouveroit charge

cVautant qu'il plairoit h la Hollande fur les manquements des Droits annuels.

Sur ces Entrefaits les deux Parties eflant entrees encore dans une Conference

avec VAmbaffadeur d''Angktcrre^ (^ ne s'y pouvant pas accorder non plus que dans

la precedente^ fur aucun des Expedients proposes j ils ont a la fin trouve bon de con~

1-enir enferable que la decifion finale ck toute cette difpute^ fe feroit par l' Arbitrage

abfolu dudit Ambaffadeur d Angleterre\ pourveu que VAmbaffadeur de Portugal

confentiroit que la vakur du Sel fe regkroit cntierement par les Cruzados^ fans au-

fun egard h la vakur des Reys fur laquelle il y a eu auffi beaucoup de Controverfe

entre les deux Parties.

En vertu de cette Convention^ ledit Ambaffadeur d'Angkterre ayant meurement

confidere tout ce que deffus^ IS auffi Vintereft de ces deux Nations^ auffi bien que

de leurs Voifins i3 AlUez^ que cette affaire ft long terns debattue, fe puiffe enfin

terminer a I'aimable^ £5? ne tirer pas en aigreur entre les deux Nations par des

Difputes tiltericures > declare 6? juge que le premier Expedient propose par ledit

Ambaffadeur touchant les vingt annees ayant efie deja accepte par les deux Parties^

demeurcra firme 6? salable avec ces Conditions^ que la Hollande fera obligee de ti-

rer ck Setuval toutes les annees clurant ledit termcy autant de Sel qu'elk a tirS dans

micune de dix annees dernierement pafsees : Mais, qu'en cas que par ledit debit da

Sel, les droits a Setuval ne monteront pas pourtant jufques a cent cinquante milk

Cruzados dans aucune annee dudit terme de vingt ans \ que le Portugal fuppleera,

en Sel Vannee fuivante ce qui aura manquS a ladite fomme, pourveu que ledit man*
quement n'excede pas la valeur de trente milk Cruzados.

Ledit Ambaffadeur d' Angleterre juge auffi equitable que la Hollande ne preten-

dra autre fatisfaSlion de la Debte, hormis lefdit droits du Sel de Setuval pour ledit

ierme de vingt anndes.

^ie la Valeur du Sel fera contee par Cruzados, fans egard a quelque autre monoye

puifquil rCy a eu mention dans le Traitte d"aucun autre efpece.

Et qu'en cas que le Portugal trouvera a propos de fe decharger de quelque part de

la debte par quelque autre moyen; la Hollande retranchera auffi ledit terme en

proportion.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, Sept. z. N. S. 1669.

HAving received his Majefty's Letter to the Conftable from your Lordfhip's

Hands, I thought it was fit for me to return his Anfwer by the fame
way : And, that not having Matter enough to furnifh two Letters this Ordi-
nary i your Lordlhip would be content to receive the whole Trouble of what
I have to fay, fince you were of courfe to have a Part of it.

I received at the fame Time with this for his Majefty, the other for my felf;

and the fame Exprefs brought another for the States > 1 doubt, all in the fame Style j

by which your Lordfliip will underftand the ill State ofour general Bufinefs here.

Monfieur Marechal came yefterday to vifit me, and told me, his Errand was
to know, whether I could propofe any new way of drawing their Satisfaction

from Spain j if not, whether I would give any Hopes of their having it from
his
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his Majefty and the States : And if neither of thefe, what I could propofe

as the beft way * Pour fortir de cette Affaire de la meilleure Grace, £5? fans * '^° S^5

trop de Bruit: 1 told him, For the firft, I was at an end of my own Inven- °"!. .

^'^

tion, but fhould not fail however of confuking with the Dutch Commillio-
^^^^^ \^^^

ners, whom I had not feen fince our Anfwcr from the Conflable. For the fe-beil

cond, I knew he was fo fenfible of Sweden's having no Right to demand of Grace,

us more than our good Offices in this Particular, that he v^ld never think and with-

fit to prefs us any farther j and thofe he fhould not fail of. For the laft, it
out too

was a Point I was very loth to think of j but when it was neceflary, I would ^^^V
join with him in that Confideration, but would fain believe, the AfFair was
not yet defperate. He fell into great Complaints of the Spanifi Minifters here,

and of their laying fevcral Diifcourfes to his Charge which he never madcj
particularly, of their being willing to take a verbal Engagement from Spain

for thirty thoufand Crowns a Month in time of War j which he protefted

was contrary to his Orders, that were, to ftand firmly upon having AfTurance

for the whole fixty thoufand pretended from his Majefty and the States^ and

leave us to find our Security from Spain,\v\t\\ whom they had not had any thing

to do in the whole Bufinefs : But he faiti, he would tell me in Confidence,

that they had reprefented the Impoffibility of this Pretenfion to their Court,

and the Neceffity of taking the AlFurancesfor thirty thoufand from Spain; and
expeft Anfwer upon this Point by the very firft Letters : And in caie of their

Court's confenting to it, he was in hopes all Difficulties would be overcome;
for we might finilh the Concert before the Payment of the Money, and give

the SpaniJ}} Minifters Aflurance of our figning it fuddenly after : And though
Holland had hitherto declared againft alluring any part of the fixty thoufand

Croons without real Security from Spain^ yet his Majefty having refolved to

aiTure Siveden of his Part, Holland could not avoid following his Meafure and
Example.

I eafily perceived the firft part of this t)ifcourfe was brought in, only to

ufher the laft } and to found me about his Majefty's Intention in this Point

:

And fo I told him, I did not remember to have heard his Majefty had ever

declared any fuch Refolution. That there were indeed feveral Projects framed

by feveral Hands about that time, fomc of which contained what he faid : But
I asked him whether he had ever fecn any of them figned.^ He confeft he

had not, but their Court ever look'd upon it as a Thing agreed to by his Ma-
jefty. 1 faid I wondered at it, becaufe they could not but confider his Majefty

as very little more concerned in this Affair than themfelves : And being fo, it

would be very hard for him to engage in the Defence of Spain^ without any

Hopes of Reimburfement for his own Partj and withal to furnifh Siveden

with fo great a Share of the Subfidies they expefbed upon a bare Promife from

Spain^ of repaying it after the War ended. That, for my Part, having not

then been in England^ I would not affirm, his Majefty had not agreed to it,

becaufe he feemed to affirm he had : but if he had not, I thought it would be

a very hard Thing to expeiSb it from him. He replied, He would not difpute

whether it were hard or no, but was fure, in Siveden they made no manner of

doubt upon itj and, that in his IAftru£tion, which mentions their folliciting

our and Holland's affuring the whole Sum, there are thefe Words, The King

of England having confented 1M affure one fourth Part. That if there were a

Queftion upon this, though their Court fhould confent to accept an A6t from

Spain for thirty thoufand, yet he faw there would be another Difficulty lefs

furmountable than all the reft ; and fo look'd upon the Affair as defperate.

But having frankly communicated to me his Inftruftions whenever I defired

it •, he entreated me freely to communicate mine to him upon this Particular,

that they might know what to truft to. I told him frankly that I had none

upon itj that his Majefty, being fo near, had only order'd me, that when they

and Holland fhould be agreed about the Particulars of the Concert, that I

fh(Mld communicate it to him, and fhould receive a fudden Anfwer up-

on it.

We broke up this Conference very friendly; refolving only that I fhould

difcourfe with Monfieur de Witt upon the whole State of our Affair, while

Vo L. II. B b 4 they



pj Letters of Sir William Temple,

they cxpcftcd their next Orders from Sweden, after which we Hiould all have

a Conference together, and take our iall: Meafures.

'I'his Day iVlonfieur de fritt came to me upon the fame Occafion; fliewing

me the ConpahWs Letter to the States, which contained not'ing more than

mine from him, befides defiring them to employ their good Offices towards

the Mniiikrs oi' England and Sweden for the AccompUlliment of this Affair.

After having asked me two or three times what I thought was to be done

}

and I protelting I knew notj at lalt he fiid, 1 hat though he was never for

plaiilring upon an ill Wall, and he was confident, if Sweden truiled to Spain

for the thirty thoufand Crowns a Month, they would never be paid ; and fo

their A Alliance would fail in cafe of a War, unltfs Sp^in gave fuch a Security

as might certainly raife the Vloney: Yet confidering that the very Reputation

of this Bufinefs concluded, might very well prevent a VN ar, might hinder

Spain's taking the.r Meafures with France to our Difadvantage > and in cafe of

a War, Sweden''s\\-xv\ng received the Subildies already due, would hinder them

from taking any Mealuies with France, though they fhould not furnilh their

Alfiftance to Spain for want of the future Sublidies : For his Part, he could

wifli the Thing done; and though it had ever been againft his Opinion, yet

if his Majeih fhould think fit to allure Sweden of a fourth Part, he believed

the States would be induced to do the fame, rather than endanger the breaking

of the Bufinefs,

After I had deduced to him the great Differences there were in his Maje-

lly's C >nccrnment and theirs upon this Matter} and how hard it were for

his Majelly that had his Seas and Fleets to defend him, to contribute in all

Points as much as they who had the Fnnch Armies at their Gates, lo foon as

Flanders was over-run : And finding him Hill firm, as 1 had done fo often be-

fore, that this State could never go other than even Paces with us in this Mat-

ter, nor look upon themfelves as nearer concerned in the Grcatnefs o? France

than other Neighbours, till they fiw the Danger fall dircftly this way: I at

laft told him plainly what 1 had told Monfieur Marechal before, concerning

my Inftruftion: Which he received with his ufual Temper, and fiid. We
mufl refer all to a Conlerence with the Swedifi Minillers ; and in the

mean Time each of us fhould think what Expedient is to be found in the

Cafe.

Concerning our Bufinefs of Surinam, I am in great Hope yet to come to

fome good End of it, though they will not hear of it in Point of R ght as to

his Majetty's Interceflion : But that it is fit to give his Majefty greater Tefti-

monies of their Deference than in fuch a Matter as this, is already the declared

Opinion of Mr F. B. the Penfioner oi Harlem, and fbme others I have pur-

fucd : And Monfieur deU'itt promifes me, if thofe two will fccond him, he will

endeavour to bring the Province of HuUand to it, this Aflcmbly j and then we
may deal with Zecland I hope well enough by one way or other. The Paper

Mr. F. B. has made me expeft two or three Pofts, upon the account of the

Places wc have fpecificd in the Indies, he promifes fhall not fail me by the next

Poft i and fliould have come foonei, but that he was refolved to be the moll
cxaftly informed that could be in all Particulars

Monfieur de IVitt has writ to thofe of the Eaft- India Company at Jmfler-

dam in purfuit of your Lordlfiip's Letter, and Sir John IJ^arden's Defire, con-

cerning one Cary coming over to offer an End of a Suit upon the Pretenfions

of Cowr/is'sHeir: Their Anfwer is. That I might be fccure they will give no

Money for an End of that Bufinefs, fince all farther Pretenfions are clearly

cut off' by the Treaty at Breda: And I find, Monfieur de Witt is of the fame

Opinion.

Ycftcrdav died Monfieur Weymcnum, a great Man in this State, but very

little bewailed.

1 believe yourLordlTiip may hear Reports of Difcontents growing, and Par-

ties changing here: But I doubt it is not in Difcourfe farther than among
thofe that are in the Skirts of Bufinefs j which makes me hope there may be
no more Ground for all that is fo lavifhly talk'd of here, and of the fame kind
among us in England: If it fhould be otherwife, I am at leaft glad to be ignorant

of
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of it; being of fo much Difreputation abroad to our Counfels : And all the

Perfons in Confideration here, I am fure are forry for what they hear of it,

profefling to be as much concerned in our Union as their own ; and placing all

their Hopes of raking any conftant Meafures with us, upon the Steddinels of

his Majefty's late ounfels, and the Difpofitions of our prefent Miniftcrs, be-

fore whofe time Monfleur de Witt fays, * ^e ce n^ejioit que FluEluatim dans les

Confeih d' /ingleterre.

I am^
Tour Lordjhif s-, ^c.

To the Conjiahle of Caftile. Au Connetable de Caftille.

*That
there wai
nothing

but VJa-

vering in

the Cottn'

fels of

England-

Hague, Sept. 4.

My Lordy N.S.1669.

I
Sent the other Day in the Spanifi

Ambaflador's Pacquet, a Letter

from the King my Mailer to your Ex-
cellency in Favour of Monfieur Taaf;

J

De la Haye, le 4 Sept.

Monfieur, S. N. i66i».

'Envoyai Vautre jour dans le Pacquet

de Monfieur rJmbaffadeur d'E-

fpagne^ une lettre du Roy mon Mai~
tre a V. E. en faveur de Monfieur Taaf-,

and am obliged to fecond that Affliir jc me crois oblige de I'aider de tous mes

by all m> good Offices, tho' I hope bans offices^ mais je croy quils ne luy font

they will not be neceflary ; and I hope pas neceffdires., 5? que ce Gentilhomme

that this Gentleman fhall not be rec- n'cn [era pas jug(f moins digne G? mains

koned the lefs capable to ferve his capable de fervir fon Mattre, pour ai'oir

Mailer, for having already well ferved f bien fcrvi fon ami.

his Friend. "je ne puis laijfcr paffer cette occafion

I cannot let pafs this Occafion, fatis reprefenter d F.E. qu'il eji d^une ne-

without repreientuig to your Excel- cejftt^ indifpenfable d'cxpedier inceffam-

lency the undoubted Neceility there ment des ordres pourfaire toucher aux Mi-
is, to give Order with all fpecd for niflres de Suede les zooooo ecus qu'ils ont

the Payment of the 200000 Crowns jufqiCicy attendus avec tant de patience.

to the Miniilers of Swede», who have Jls font prets de delivrer entre les mains

expected them with fo much Patience,

and are ready to deliver into the Spa-

nijh Ambaflador's Hands the Ratifica-

tions of the Guarantee, jointly with

me and the States General They af-

fure me alfo, that tney are ready to

enter into a particular Concert of For-

ces, as foon as this Affair is finifh'd j

but are refolved not to mix one with
t'other j and are fo ill fatisfied with
fome Difficulties that the Spanijh Am-
baffador has raifed upon this Matter,

that I believe it will not be poffible to

keep them here two L>ays longer > if

your Excellency fends them an An-
fwer not according to the Aft figned

by the faid Ambafiador, and fince ra-

tified by the King of Spain; that is to

fay, to order the Payment of the Mo-
ney upon the mutual Delivery of the

Guarantee. This is what they told me
two Days fince } and may perhaps ru-

in an Affair that has been fo long ne-

de V Arnbaffadeur cl'Efpagne les Ratifi-

cations^ de la Guarantic conjointement a-

lec moy i3 Iss Etats Generaux. Jls

m'ont aujfi affure quails etoient tout

prets a entrer dans un Concert particu-

lier pour fournir un fecours des Forces^

que pour cela ils n^attendoient que de voir

finir cette premiere affaire > {5? quils

etoient refolus de ne point meler fune

avec I'autre. Ils font au rejie ft mat

fatisfaits de quelques difficultez que

Monfieur V Arnbaffadeur d'Efpagne leur

a fait fur ce premier article., que je ne

croy pas quUl foit poffibh de les retenir

deux jours icy apres que V. E. fe fern

expUquee fur cette affaire.^ \3 que nous

aurons regu fa reponfe^ fi'-ppose que cette

reponfe ne s'accorde pas a I'aBe figne par

le dit Arnbaffadeur.^ &* depuis ratifie par

le Roy d'Efpagne, c'eft a favoir de faire

confer Vargent fur I'Extradition de I*

Guarantie. Foila cc qu'ils m^ont dit de-

puis deux jours., £5? ce qui pourroit bien

gotiated, and brought into the Pore faire alter en fum^e une affaire ft long

through fo many Difficulties. terns negociee^ ^ mines an pert a tra-

vers tant de difficultez.

Your r. E.
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Your Excellency will judge better

than any body, how you can anfwer

to the Court of Spain^ and to all Chri-

flentoiii^ the Lofs of fo great an Occa-
iion for eftablilliing the Security of the

one, and the Repofe of the other.

For all this depends upon your Refo-
lutions, to which the three Confede-
rates, as well as fo many others, will

entirely attribute any Misfortune that

fhall arrive. And as I have not failed

fince the Beginning of this Affair to

contribute all my Cares to it, fo I

would not be wanting towards the

End, to reprefent the prefling Necef-
fity of this Conjunfture. It is left to

your Excellency to make what ufe of
it you pleafej from whofe Condu6t e-

very one will form Prefages, good or
ill, to the Affairs o^ Spain.

I am your Excellency's, 8cc.

/^. E. fentira mieux que perfonne ^

qu'elle fe rend refponfahk ^ a la Cou-

ronne d'Efpagne, ^ a touts le Chreti-

ente de la perte d'une ft grande occafion,

qui ejlablijoit la feurete de Vune, (^ le

repos de rautre. Car, c'eji de vos re-

folutions que tout cela va dependre; (3

reft aiijft fur elles feuks que les trois

Confederez, ainfi que tant d'autres, vont

rejetter les malheurs qui fuivront du peu

de fucces de nos negotiations. Comme
dez le commencement je n'ay epargn6 ni

•veilles ni foins pour cette grande affaire^

je n'ay pas •voulu manquer fur la fin h

faire une derniere demarche, qui eft, de

reprefenter aV.E. toute Vimportance des

conjonElures qui s'offrent encore a nous,

mais qui font pretes a nous echaper. Ce

fera a f^. E. a en ufer comme si luy plai-

ra : On tirera des mefures qu'il va pren-

dre, des prefages certains pour le hon on

le mauvais etat des affaires d'Efpagne.

Jefuis de V.E. t3c-

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, OEl. 1 1. N. S. 1669.

I
Have this Day received your Lordflaip's of the lift paft, and having none
by me from Mr. Secretary Trevor, fhall prefume to return in an Anfwer to

your Lordfhip's that little I have to fay by this Poft : For all at prefent is here

at a Hand in our Bufinefs of the Alliance} and when it will proceed again, de-

pends wholly upon his Majefty, do what I can. Since the laft Poft, the Spa-

nifh Ambaflador, the Baron d Ifola, Monfieur Marechal, and Monfieur de Witt,
have been feverally with me to know what I will propofe, or what I will con-
fent to for an Expedient in this Matter. The two firft would fain have fome-
thing from me to work upon} and I entertain them with Complaints of the

Spaiiifti ill Ufage towards us, having propofed at London not only to indemnify
us, in what they projcfted there concerning his Majefty's engaging to the
Sivede^nt likewife a Share of his own Charge likely to arife upon a War:
All which, ever fince the Peace they have been content to forget, and now
would put us upon a Neceffity of engaging to advance the Sivedijh Subfidies.

I farther reprefented to the Spanift) Ambaflador, the Imprudence of their Coun-
fels, in raifing this Difficulty in the firft Payment to the Sivedes, by the Eafi-

nefs whereof they might have poffefTed themfelves of the Guarantee, and there-

by enter'd into Confidence with Sweden , fecured them from thinking of any
other Meafures, and purfued the Finifhings of our Work by any particular

Concerts, without Danger or Unkindnefs.
1 urged all this fo far, that though the Spaniftj Ambaflador perfifled in af-

firming, that the Orders from Spain to the Conftable, as well as to himfelf,

were pofuive in the Cafe of not paying the Money without the particular Con-
cert} yet he at lafl: joined with me very freely in blaming the Weaknefs and
Unhappinefs o£ the Spaniftj Counfels upon thefe Particulars} and wondring
how the Marquis Caftel-Rodrigo could fufl^er the Difpatch of fuch Orders. The
next Morning the Baron d' Ifola came to me, and entertain'd me with long
Difcourfes of what pafs'd between him and the Spaniftj Ambaflador, in confe-
quence of what I had faid the Night before ; And the Sum of all was, as I

imagined,
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imagined, to found me whether I would be induced to enter the Concert up-

on the SpnniJ]} Ambaffador's promifing me an Indemnity from Spain for the

hundred and fifty thoufand Crowns a Month infifted upon by the Sivedes to be
fecured to them from the King. Upon this Inlinuation 1 refolved to take no
Hold at all} becaufe if his Majefty fhould ever refolve to promife the Advance
of the hundred and fifty thoufand Crowns in cafe of a Warj I thought it

would be better trufting to gain his Satisfaction by negotiating in Spaht to that

purpofe, upon the Grounds given of io many Overtures by the Spanifi Mini-
llers both at London, Brujfeh^ and here, than by taking a Promife or Inftru-

ment here from this Ambaflador (as the Baron fays) beyond his Power, and
cfpecially whofe Secrecy in it we cannot much reckon upon: Whereas the

publilhing any fuch thing may have ill Confequences of Jealoufy between us

and the Dutch. Therefore I contented my felf to tell the Baron, that I was at

the end of my Line, and could proceed no farther than I had done already :

That his IMajefly had order'd me to give the Guarantee in Conjunction with

the other Confederates, upon Payment of two hundred thoufand Crowns, ac-

cording to the SpaniJJ} AmbalTador's own A6b : That he thought the Spaniards

had no Right to prefs upon us the particular Concert, which yet he would be
ready to confider of when the Confederates thought fit ; and in the mean time

was very fincerely refolved to perform the Guarantee if there fhould be occaQ-
on for it.

Monfieur Marechal prefs'd me fomething harder upon entring into a Con-
ference with him and the Dutch Deputies, which I promis'd before my laft,

but have excufed till Monday next, in the mean time to prepare Matter for it.

He defired to know if I had yet any Powers to promife the Hundred and fifty

thoufand Crowns projected at London (as he ever infills) to be fecured by his

Majefty } without which he did not fee any Thing to be done here : I told

him direftly, I had not. He then asked me to what End we fhould confer,

fince without that, the Concert could not be framed, nor confequently the

prefent Money paid : And complained that the want of this Concert was of
prefent Prejudice to them alone, though it depended equally upon the Confenc
of the other Confederates. I anfwer'd him, That till I received new Orders,

he fhould never find me vary from thofe I had fo often told him > which
were, to fee firft in what Propofals Sweden and Holland could agree, and then

reprefent it to his Majefty, whofe Anfwer could be of no long Delay : And
that I fuppofe will be the Fruit of our Conference. He faid. He thought
They and Holland were agreed upon all Points but one, that is, in the number
and kind of Forces, according to the firft- projefted Concert, and in Holland's

afluring them a fourth Part of the Sixty thoufand Crowns.
That which they differed upon was > That whereas Spain offered a Promife

of the other thirty thoufand Crowns ; they expefted we and Holland fhould
likewife warrant that Payment, becaufe their Engagement for Sixteen thou-

fand Men upon the Concert, would be to us and not to Spain ; and it was no
Reafon, if Spain failed of that Payment, they fhould yet ftand engaged to

us for the whole number of Men. I told him, I doubted much, that if this

Point were ftill between them, they were not very near agreeing: And he

faid, He would fpeak with Monfieur de JVitt once more upon it before the

Conference. But I doubt this will not hinder them from coming to fome Pro-

pofal to be made his Majefty of fomething they fhall agree in.

/«»?, 8cc.

To
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To the Prince of Tufcany. Au Prince deTofcane.

SIR,
Hague., Dec. f

.

N.S. 1669.

I
Should not have deferred the Ac-
knowledgments I owe your High-

nefs for the Honour of your Letter,

if I had not been purfued with a great

Illnefs at the time I received it:

And I would not acquit my fclf of this

Duty by any other Hand but my own,

becaufe I am fure there is none fo

pleafed, or fo ready to engage in the

Occafions of your Service. I am ex-

treme glad of your Highnefs's happy

Arrival at Florence; where I wifh you
all the Felicities that ought to be de-

ftined as they are due, to fo great a

Merit : And I hope, that after the

glorious Fatigues which have hitherto

been the Diverfion of your Highnefs,

you will now find Pleafure in the foft-

nefs of Repofe.

For my felf, I fhall never think I

am happy till I have paid my Refpefts

to your Highnefs in your own Court;
and I envy no Man at prefcnt but my
Lord FaJconbridge, who is going on
an Embaffy into fo fine a Climate, and

among fuch Converfations as thofe of

Italy., where Wit and Weather are e-

qually clear ; while I languifli in a

Countrey where we breathe nothing
but Mills, and difcourfe of nothing
but Bufinefs.

To confirm this lafl, I cannot end
my Letter without telling your High-
nefs, That after fo many Shocks the

'triple Alliance has born for fome time,

and fo many Prefages of its Death;
there is within thelc two Days fome
appearance of its Recovery, unlefs any
unexpefted Accident fhould occafion
a Relapfe.

Juftice is fo efTential among the

Qualities of a good Prince, that I will

not doubt but your Highnefs does me
that of believing me always with equal

Pafllon and Truth,
S I R,

Tour Highnefi's^ 6cc.

Monfieur,

La Hayc, Ic f

,

Dec. S.N. i66y.

JE ti'aurois pas perdu un moynoit a

marqticr la reconnoiffance que je clois

a F. A. cle Vhonnetir qiCelle ni'afnit

par fa Lettre., ft dans le mcme terns qii

elk me fnt rendue, je n'euffc eti attaque

d^une "violente maladie. Je k'ay pas

•voulu, je I'avoiierai, m'acquitter de ce

devoir par une main etrangere., (3 <^ela,

vient de ce qu''il me femble^ qti'il n'y a

que la mienne qui fente autant de plai-

fir, 6? s^employe avec autant d'affeition,

des qti'il eft queflion de quelque chofe qui

regarde V. A. i^ [on Service. Je prcns

heaucoup de part a Vhcureufe arrivee de

V. A. h Florence; je [ouhaite quelle y
goute toutes les profperitez denes (^ fans

doute deflinees a un merite comme le fen.

J'efpere, qu' apres les giorieufes fatigiies

qui ont fait jufqu' icy les divertijjemem

de V. A. elle va trouver quelque plaifir

dans les douceur du repos.

Pour moy, je ne feray jamais con-

tent de la fortune., que je n'ay fait la

reverence a V. A. dans fa propre Cour

;

^ a rheure qu^il eft., £5? feul homme que

j'envie dans k monde
., c'eft My Lord

Falconbridge, que fon Amhaffade va con-

duire dans un ft beau Climat., ^ ou il

va gouter tous les charmes attachez au
delicates (3 fpirituelles converfations d'l-

talie; il trouvera la les jours £jf les ef-

prits egalement purs £5? brillans > i^ pour

Moy^ mon partage eft de languir dans «;;

pat's oil Von ne refpire que des brouil-

lards^ £sf oit Von ne fait que parler d'af-

faires.

yay deja un peu contraEle de ce Ge-

nie; 13 pour le prouver a V. A. c'eft

que je ne f^aurois achever ma Lettre fans
luy dire^ qti" apres tant de fccouffes que

la Triple Alliance a foiiffert depuis

quelque terns., £ff tant de finiftres pre-

fages qui ont annonce fa mort, il y a
pourtant depuis deux jours quelque ap-

parence qtiil va revivre^ a moins qti'un

accident inopine ne caufe fa rechute.

La juftice eft une de ces qualitez Ji

effentielles a un grand Prince., que je nt

veux pas meme foupfonner que V. A.
me refitfe celle de me croire tonjours ce

que je fuis avec tant de paffion ^ de

verit^, £cc.

r# Au
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To the Conjlabk of Caftile. Au Connetable de Caftille.

Hague, Dec. f

.

My Lord, N.S. 1669.

THough it will be difficult to add

any thing to the Arguments u-

fed in my kit Letter, and in other

Memorials fent fo frequently to the

SpaniJJ) Ambaflador, upon the Snbjeft

of the Payment already due to the

Crown of Sweden, and fo folemnly fti-

pulated by the A£t of Ahy p, figned

by the faia AmbafTador, and afterwards

ratified by the Queen Regent : How-
ever I would not fail in this important

Conjuncture, to make this laft Effort

to difpofe your Excellency to the

quick Execution of a Council fo juft

and necelTary to the Repofe of Cbri-

fiendom, as well as the Prefervation of

Spain; and of fuch Importance to the

Honour of your Excellency, who ne-

ver can defend your felf againlt the

Complaints of having by little Scru-

ples loft the Succefs of fo great an

Affair, and neglefted the Fruits of an

Alliance whereof all Chiijiendom hath

fpoke with fo much Applaufe, and

hoped from it fo much Felicity.

I do not defire to importune your

Excellency by a Repetition of things

already faidj and I have nothing new
to add, but the Confideration ofMon-
fieur Marcchal the Minifter of Sweden'^

Departure, after long Impatience, and

much Difcontent at the Proceedings

of Spain, in all the Negotiations where
he has intervened for eight or nine

Months paft. Before he went, he
demanded back from me the A£t of

Guarantee figned by Sweden, and pla-

ced in my Hands with the other A£ts

to be configned into the Hands of the

Sp'.mijh AmbafTador, upon Payment of

the 2O0OOO Crowns to Sweden: And
in the mean time, he confented en-

tirely, that I fhould give back to the

faid AmbalTador his Aft of the pth of

May, by which he was obliged to the

faid Payment upon the configning of

the faid Guarantees : But I ufed all my
Endeavours to keep the faid Guarantee

of Sweden tome time longer m my
Hands, hoping your Excellency would
yet in a tew Days acknowledge the

Vol. II. Obliga-

De la Haye, le f
Monfieur, Dec. S. N. i66p.

QUoyqii'il foit bien difficile d'ajou-

tcr quelque chofe aux raifons dont

je me fiiis fer-vi dans ma derniere

Lettre a V. E. 13 qui d'ailleurs font

repandues (3 ont ete repetees en tant de

divers memoires en-voyes a Monfieur
VAmha[fadeur d'Efpagne, touchant le

payemcnt deja deu a la Couronne de

Suede, £5? fi folennement accorde (3 fii'

pule' par I Aile du p de May, qui a ete

figne par le dit Ambaffadeur, 6? ratifie

depuis par la Reine Regente : Je n''ay

pourtant pas voulu dans line conjonilure

ft
importante negliger de faire im der-

nier effort, afin de tacher a difpofer V.
E. a tine prompte execution dans une

affaire fi jujle, fi neceffaire d'ailleurs

au repos de la Chretiente, aufft bien qW
a la confervation de VEfpagne; fajow
teray., ft importante a Vhonneur de V. E.
Peut-etre fera-t-il hors de votre pouveir

de parer aux reproches (3 aux plaintes

d'avoir par de petits fcrupules renonci

au fucces d'une fi grande affaire, £5?

neglige les fruits d'une Alliance dont la

Chretiente a parle avec de fi grands ap-

flaudiffemens^ 13 dont elle fe fromettoif

tant de joye 13 de profperite.

Je n'ay pas deffein d'importuner V.
E. p^r la repetition des chofes deja cent

fois dites; (3 tout ce que je puis ajou'

ter de nowveau, roule fur le depart de

Monfieur Marechal, le Miniftre de la

Suede, qui apres bien des impatiences,

apres tant de pourparlers inutiles, enfin

mecontent de V Efpagne autant qiCon le

peut etre, 13 ayant fur le cceur Vimitilite

des negotiations ok on Va fait intcrvenir,

13 qui ont confume neuf mois, preffe fon
depart, (3 'oa tout reveler au Roy fon
Maitre ; // me redemande avant fon
retour V ASle de Guarantie figne par In

Suede, £5? remis entre mes mains avec

les autres a&es, pour etre enfuite deposs

entre les mains de Monfteur PAmbaffa-
deur d'Efpagne, lors que les zooooo e-

cus auront ete payes a la Couronne de

Suede. En meme tems il m'a dechxri

qu'il confentoit pleinement que I'aSfe du.

p de May fait par le dit Ambaffadeur,

(3 dans lequel il s'obligeoit au dit paye-

mcnt, fur la remife des Guaranties, (3
lequel aSfe fay aufft entre les mains;

que cet a£le, dis je, fut rendu a VAm-
C c baffadeur
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Obligation and Neceflity of advancing

this Sutisfaftion to Sivec'.cn^ fo long

due and demanded. And as yet I have

it in my Power to deliver the three

f;iid Guarantees to the Spanifl} Ambal-

fador, as loon as he fhall have given

the faid Money to the S'WccUjlo Refi-

dcnt here: But if this Affair be de-

layed till Monfieur Marechal has re-

prefcnted it to the King his Mailer,

as he was refolved to do upon his De-

parture i
or till t\\(t Swedifi Miniller's

Refident here iTiall have received an

Anfwcr to the Difpatches they fent a-

bouc three Weeks ago, upon the

Spight and Defpair they were in at

the^bad Succels of this Affair : In ei-

ther of thefe Cafes, 1 leave your Ex-

cellency to judge, whether there will

be any Hopes that the SivediJJ} Court,

fower'd by the ill Treatment and an-

gry Reprefentations of their Minifters,

will then give us the means, we poffefs

at prcfent, to finifh this great Work :

And how ncccffary it will be to follow

the late ill Impreffions made in that

Court as foon as poffible, by new ones

to their entire Satisfaftion. For, as

foon as Spain fliall be in poffeHion ol

the Guarantees of all the Confederates,

one may fay, that not only all the Ap-
pearances are Hifc, but alfo that the

Subftance it felf is finiflied. And if

any Forms remain towards the laftPer-

feftion of the Work, there muft be

time given to concert them, without

hazarding the grofs of the Affair.

I dcfire your Excellency to confi-

der, that fuch Occafions as you have

at prefent in your Hands, are not u-

fually given twice to Men, and that

they commonly lofe their Force by a

flowncfs in laying hold of them. But

I cannot apprehend fo fad an Effeft

from the Hrudcncc and good Inten-

tions of your Excellency : At leaf!:, I

fhall comfort my felf that I have done
my

hiijfackiir d'Efpagnc. J'ay fait de grand

i

efforts pour rctenir encore qudques jours

la dite Guarantie entre mes mains^ dans

Vcfpcrance que V. E. informee de tout

en pen de jours, fentiroit la jnftice (^

la ncceffite de fatisfaire la Suede j // y
a long terns que la chofe luy a ete promtfe,

par confequeat il y a long teniS qtielle

luy eft due j eJle a ete fouvent demandee.^

eile rejl encore aujourdhuy, £f? a Vheure

que j^ecris je fuis en pouvoir de livrer

les trots Guaratities a Monfieur VAm-
haffadeur cVF.fpagm, aufji tot qu^il aura

fait mettre Vargent au Minifire de Suede^

qui eft encore icy. Mais, fuppose que

Vaffaire foit ou negligee ou retardee

juj'qiC a ce que le Minifire ait ejivoye fon
memoire 6? fci relation a la Cour de fort

Maitre, fjf qu^il rait inftruit de la fi-
tuation ou toutes chofes etoient au mo-
ment de fon depart. Suppose meme que

par les delais on donne le terns aux Mi-
niftres de Suede de recevoir la reponfe

aux memoires quails envoyerent il y a
trois femaines tout remplis du depit £5?

du defefpoir de voir le projet fe reduire

a rien. Uiine ou I'autre de ces deux

chofes fupposees (<3 F. E. voit qu'on les

pent fuppofer toutes deux) il efi aise de

juger que la Cour de Suede, aigrie de

VEfpagne par toutes les chofes que fes

Miniftres luy auront reprefentees, ne vou-
dra plus nous continuer le moyen que nous

avons encore de finir ce grand ouvrage.

V. E. voit done de quel importance il eft

de pourfuivre les dernieres impreffions que
la Suede a cues jufqu' icy, par la nou-

velle d'une prompte (^ entiere conclufion.

Car auffi tot que I'Efpagne fera en pof-

feffion des Guaranties de toits lei, Confe-

derez, on pourra dire que non fculement
toutes les apparences feront fawvea, mais
qiCon aura rnhne pourvfi au fond de la

chofe. ^te s'il manquoit queU;ues for-
nialitez a la perfellion de cet ouvrage, il

ne faudra que du terns ; car co.nme tout

fera difpose a une entiere conclufion, on

ajuftera tout a loifir, funs que le gros de

Vaffaire foit en danger.

Je prie V. E. de faire reflexion, que
des circonftances pareilles a celles que lous
avez prefentement comme fous la main,
n'ont pas accoutume de s''offrir deux fois

a une mcme perfonne, £57" que c^eft leur

laiffer perdre de leur force, que de dif-

ferer a s'en faifir. Mais la prudence

(j? les bonnes intentions de V. E. me raf-

furent centre le craiiit d'un e-jenement

fi funefte. 'jfattrois du moins la confo-

lation
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my utmoft Duty towards preventing lation d'un homme qui a fait [on devoir,

io great a Misfortune to Chriflcndora. 13 qui n'a rie;i oublie pour epargr.cr ii/i

^ ^ li zr(i:id mcihciir a la Cbretiente.
I amJ

' -^

My Lord, your Scc. Je fuis, &c.

To Mi: Gary.

S I R, ILrgnc, Dccemb. 6. N. S. 1669.

Very much wonder to hear from Mr. yiadros the Difficulties you make in

delivering the Tin according to my laft Order; and that you thereby oc-

cafion fo much Prejudice to the King's Service, which I thought you would
have advanced all you could, when 1 v/rit to you to delire your Care in that

Bufinefs. But that you may underltand what you call my Commiflion to you j

I will let you know that I had no Power to give any Orders at all about that

Matter, but in Purfuance of the Lords CommilHoners of the Treafury's Com-
mands ; and therefore new Orders being arrived from them by Major Jndros,

they are to be obey'd in v/hat concerns the Tin Bufinefs. I defire you once
again to comply with him readily in the Delivery of the Tin, according to

the laft Letter wrote you upon that Subjeft ; and do abfolutely difown you in

all Difficulties you lliall make upon Pretence of any Order from me : And if

you continue to delay it any longer, iliall upon the firll Notice of it write ef-

fedually to the Conftabk to do his Majelly Juftice in it, and me in particular,

who neither cxpe£i:ed nor deferved this Dealing from you.

Tour Servant.

To Major Andros.

SIR, Hague, Decemb. 6. N. S. 16651.

SINCE the writing of this I received yours of the 4th, complaining ftill of
Mr. Gary's Refufal to deliver the Tin ; whereupon 1 have written him the

inclos'd Letter, which is as much as I can fiiy in it: If he continues his Im-
pertinence ftill, I fuppofe it will be at his own Coft, fince your Proteft: And
if you will fend me Word what are the Ways of proceeding againft him, I

Ihall write either to the Conftable, or to the Governor oiOjiend, or Sir Mark
Ognate at Bruges, to fiivour your Difpatch. I am,

SIR,
Tour Servant.

To the Pr'mce Regent of Principi Portugalliie.

Portugal.

Hague, Dec. 8. Hagas Comitis, Dec. 8.

S I R-y N. S. 1669. Seren. Princeps, S.N. i55(?.

TH O' nothing could happen more (~\Uanquam nihil mihi gratius iJiA
acceptable to me, than the Oc- \Joccafione accidere potuifet quam

cafion which the Portugal Ambaftador mihi nuper prabuit Dominus Le-
lately gave me, not only of promo- gatus Portugalli^, nan modu exoptatam
tmg the Peace fo much defired be- utrinque concordiam 6? finem litium in-
tween Portugal and this State, (both ter Portugallia i^ Foederati Bel<'ii Status
Friends and Confederates of the King (utrofque Regi Domino mee Amicos adeo
Vol. IL my Cc 2 i^ Con-
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my Mafter) but lUfo oi fhcwing fomc

little Mark of my great Devotion for

the Qiicen my Miltrefsj yet, I con-

fefs, my Satisfaftion was much increa-

fed by your Royal Highnefs's Letter,

when I found how acceptable that

fmall Service was to you. I do not in

the Icait pretend to deferve the Thanks

your Royal Highnefs is pleafed to give

me, at leaft, not upon any other ac-

count, than that of defiring by all

means to (eck other and greater Occa-

fions of being ferviceable to your Roy-
al Highnefs, and to the Affairs of Por-

tugal; and in fo doing I may have

Ibme better Pretence to your Royal

Highnefs's Favour, wherewith you are

pleafed to honour me.

I wilh your Royal Highnefs all

Health, and am,
SIR, &c.

Cf? Coiifaderatos) proniorendiy fed (y

eodem nomine, immenfi erga Reglnant

Dominam meant ohfeq^itii , faltem exi-

gtium aliquod fpecimen exlnbendi; auc-

tam tamen (^ cumtilatam plane ex lite'

ris A. V. R. obleUationem meant fi'.ijfe

confiieor, cum illi tarn acceptum extitijfe

ijlud qualccunque off.citim futmna cum

•uolHptaie percepijjem. Ego tne antem
nee gratia!, quas mihi dignata efi A. V. R.

mertiiffe pr^ferc, faltem non alio nomine

quam fummi ifiius quo teneor dejiderii

ulterlores aliqua^ t^ majores occajiones

confeqiiendi , quibits devotijfimiim pTOf

fus in A. V. R. £5? res Portugallia jiudi-

um meum tejlari potero, benevolentianf

que ifam cujus teftimonio me tarn eximie

ornatum iwluit, cmni meliore mode dc
rnereri.

Faleat interim A. V. R. weque femper

inter pr^ecipuos Glorite fu£ Cultores, re*

bufque fuis addiSliJfmos afimare 'velit.

To Sir John Trevor.

SIR, Hague, Dec. 10. N. S. i6(Sp.

I
Received yefterday yours of the 25d paft, together with his Majefty's In-

llruftions of the iid j and could have wifh'd Mr. IVerden had brought

them with him for a Referve, though not to have been communicated till the

laft Minute of his Stay, and the Defpair of all other Trials, for by that means

we might have kept the Bufinefs entire j whereas now, though it may recover

fomeLifc, yet I much doubt whether it ever can, the Strength and Health ofits

lirft Conftitution : Forbefidesfo great and fo manyjealoufies as are enter'd into

it on all fides, I count Monfieur A/<^rcf/j^/'s going away a very ill Accident j and

can yet make no guefs how Monfieur Appkbome will acquit himfelf whenever
we Ihall come to the Payment of the Subfidics, though Monfieur Marechal

was fo forward as to make it fure : But Mr. IVcrden can tell you how different

forts of Men they arcj and for ought I fee, all BufinefTes depend upon the

Qualities of the Men that manage them •, which (confidering the ill Succefs of
this) is all I fhall fay in Anfwer of your Compliment to mej That, 'tis in very

good Hands.

I gave you an Account in my laft, of the bold Advance the Dutch had made
to the Confiahle, of figning their Part of their Concert alone immediately upon
the Payment of the two hundred thoufand Crowns. We expe6t every Day
the Anfwer of this Propofitionj and finding one Claufe of my Inftruftions to

command the fupprefling them, in cafe 1 find either before or after their Arri-

val, that the Money would be paid according to the Treaty oi May laft; I

thought it agreeable to what I conceive of his Majefty's Intentions, for me to

take no Notice of them, till I fee what this Return from the Conflable will

produce; and in cafe it be followed by the Payment of the Money, to expcft

his Majefty's farther Orders before I proceed upon them. If the Conflable ftill

infift to have the Concert jointly figned, I fhall then fall into the Confidera-
tion of it with the Swedes and Dutch Minifters, and endeavour to bring it to

an Iffue, according to his Majefty's Inflruftions, but fo as not to proftitute

our Offer till we have Afllirance that no more DifHculties will be made by
Spain } nor any Changes defircd in that Concert which has fo long been fram'd,

aud in which I have not obfervcd the leaft Inclination in any of the Minifters

here
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here to admit of any Alterations. I fuppofe it is not his Majefty's Intention I

Ihould confent to the Concert, but in Conjunftion with the Swede as well as

the Diitcb^ in cafe the firft fhould not be induced to it, or raife new Difficul-

ties j and according to this Apprehenfion I rtiall proceed. In all which Points
I am more dilfinflr, that you may find whether I underftand his Majelly's
Meaning right, and may pleafe accordingly to inform and dire6t me ; For the
Paces, as they are much more difficult, fo they ought to be much more cau-
tious in aMiniller, when his Inllruftions arc numerous and particular, as mine
are grown in this AfFair. And you may be very confident, when they are once
given they fliail be punftually obferved to the beft that I can underftand them.
And in that it felf, I thank God, I have not yet failed; and defire nothing of
my Mafter and my Friends more than that I may be the firft to hear of it when
I do.

I did inclofe the laft Memorial I fent the States upon the Bufinefs of Suri-

nam; and fpoke with Monfieur Van Beuninghen fince my laft upon it. He
protefts, that for his part he is of Opinion (and fo are moft of his Province)
to give us juft what we ask in that matter; but that we muft excufe the De-
lays of their Conftitution, when the Diffent of one Province makes the Refo-
lutions of all the other lame. He confcfs'd, that though Zeeland had confent-
ed to what I mentioned in tv/o of my late Letters, yet they had order'd their

Deputies to delay the Conclufion of it for a while; fo as they had been forced
to write once more to convince them of the Neceffity which Holland thouc'ht

there was to difpatch it fpeedily as well as efFeiStually : And he hoped for a

fudden and good Anfwcr from them.

The Minifters here have been earncft with me to propofe to his Majcfty, to

go the fame or equal Pace with them in laying Impolitions upon the French
Commodities ; which they think would prove the greateft Parfimony that ei-

ther of us could ufe, and be a greater Blow to France than Armies could give.
And they fay, in cafe his Majelty fhould refolve upon it, they would go as far

as he pleafed in it; whereas, without that, they muft be fomething tenderer
than they would be.

They would fain engage me likewife to propofe to his Majefty their joining
with us in equal Proportion of Ships and Men for the carrying on a Waragainft
jilgiers : But I fuppofe their End is, that they may be comprehended likewife

in a Peace with them, which may perhaps be our fartheft Aim : And fo I tell

them this might have been a welcome PropoGtl when we began to fet out our
Fleet ; but can fignify little, mw the Aftion feems near an end : However,
that fuch things are fitter to be propofed by their own AmbafTador in England
than by me : And I mention them, that you may be prepared, in cafe he re-

ceive Inftructions to propofe them there. I am always as becomes me, i^:.

To Sir John Trevor.

S I R^ Hague^ Dec. 13. A'. ^. 1669.

THO' I had Liberty given me by your laft of the id paft, to make ufe of

my late Inftrudions as foon as I pleafed ; the Conftabk's pofitive Anfwer
having fatisfied you what we were to expeft from thence : Yet the Advance
having fince been made from the Dutch., by the Offer I acquainted you with

to the Conftabk ; I refolved ftill to purfue what I intended in my laft, in fup-

prefting wholly this Inftruftion, till I faw the Conjlabk's Anfwer to the States

Letter, and v/hat Hopes that would furnilh us with of obtaining the Payment
of the prefciit Money without engaging his Majefty in the Concert before his

Meafures were taken more fully with Spain. But yefterday the Spanifl) Ambaf-
fador came to tell me. That he had received a Letter from their Agent Fonfeca,

which allures him, that Orders were already fent me to fign the Concert; and
that his Majefty told him fo at the fame time when he received News of Don
Juan de 'Toledo'^ Death. I told him, the Authority was too good to be dif-

putcd

:
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pntcd : And therefore I confefs'd I had received Orders to make a farther Ad-
vance for the Satisfaction oi Spain and the Confederates, than his Maicily had

yet thought fit to do, or edccmcd himfelf at all o'oligcd to: But I dc fired

them to bchcvc there was nothing to give them any the leafl Hopes of hisMa-
jclty's charging himfelf with any part of the Sivedijlj Subfidies. That if they,

and Sivcden^ and Holland, could agree upon that Point, fo as to difpofe Sivalca

to fign the firft Concert that was propofcd at the lame time with the Guaran-
tee} JHs Majelly would go very far towards thcConclufion of the whole Mat-
ter. But I afiurcd him at the fame time, that tho' I were agreed with Sivedat

and Holland to make liim an Offer of the Concert, yet we would not do any

thing towards it till he had Powers to ccnfign the Money immediately, with-

out any new Difpatches and Difficulties from BrulJeh.

I found the Spanifu Ambafi'ador had immediately upon Receipt of his Let-

ters from England fent an Extract of them to Monfieur dc IVitt, as the Baron
d' Ifota had done to Mondciw Jpplebome, who were both in Pain till they knew
the Truth from nic, and lent to me to thatPurpofe: And knowing the Am-
bailador would be as diligent to inform the Conjlabk as them, and confequent-

ly influence any Anfwer not already given to the Dutch Letter > I rcfolvcd to

go and talk with them both upon the Bufincfs, and concert v/ith them what
Courfe to hold in the Progrefs of it. J could not get a time of fpeaking with
Monfieur dc IViit to Day, but did with Monfieur Jppkbonie; and much to the

(zmt Purpofe as I had Yefterday to the Spanijli Ambafiador, but plainer, and in

more Confidence: All I could get from his was, That he would read over

that firil Concert to Day, and confidcr whether he could fign it : That it was
true, Monfieur Marcchal had oflPered to fign fomething like it, but containing

in the fame A£t the Security of their future Subfidies, v/hich they were to in-

iift upon before they fign it. I told him, all the Difference would be, that

whereas they contented themfelves before with Spain's Piomife of one half, to

take it now for three Parts, if the Spaniards would be perfuaded to it > and
they had the fame Security for one as for t'other, (which I knew they ree-

kon'd upon) of not furnifliing more Troops than in Proportion to the Money
they received. He Teemed a good deal unfatisfied that the Spanifl) AmbafTador

had received the Advice from England^ before the Anfwer was returned from
the Conftablc : For fince we will make no part of the Security for their future

Subfidies, I find they would very fain touch the two hundred thoufand

Crowns before they give the Concert, which they might then fell dearer to

Spain^ or at leaft make it the Price of their Satisfaftion growing due by the

two next Payments of the four hundred eighty thouland Crowns already due.

All ended between us with this Promife, of acquainting me with his Refolu-

tion, fo foon as he had confidered it, and the Propofal of a Conference upon it

with Monfieur dc JVitt. I find now the want 1 always feared of Monfieur
Marcchal, who is not to be retrieved j fo that we muft make our bcfl: of what
we have, and do all we can to put him out of his Pace.

The Baron cf Ifola came to me this Afternoon} and his Bufinefs I found was,

to perfuadc me to fign Monfieur Marechal's Projefts, and thereby charge his

Majefty with the fifteen thoufand Crowns to Sivedcn, but upon a Promife

from the Conftablc, of Spain fupplying his Majefty with the Sums wc fhould

furnifli upon that Engagement. But I cut him off fiiort in that and all other

Expedients} and told him, if his Majefty were induced to fign the Concert,

as it was more than they had any Reafon to cxpeft from him, fo it was all they

were to hope in this matter} and therefore I defired him to reckon upon it,

and take their Meafures accordingly. I fuppofe by what he faid, his Inten-

tions are to go away for Erujfch within a Day or two, and bring us a pofitive

Rcfolution of what we are to expeft from thence as to the immediate Payment,
and their Promife to Sweden of three Parts of the future Subfidies: But he will

firft endeavour to know Monfieur Applebome''s Mind, who will at leaft be ftiff in

this, that the Promife be made by Spain to the Confederates, and not directly

to S-iveden.

Since my laft, the Lunenburg Envoy came to defire me, that I would let his

Majefty know, how much his Mafters eftccmcd themiclvcs honoured by the

Overtures
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Overtures his Majclly made them of entring into an Alliance, of which he was
the Head : That thereupon they had order'd hira to attend here ever fxnce^ in

hopes of Tome farther Propofals towards the engaging them in it: But that bis

Mailers hearing no farther from hence ; and finding that by the ill Pofturc of
our I'riple JUiana\ other Princes o£ Geymany v/ere fceking other Meafures, they

had commanded him to return (which he lliould do about three Weeks hence)
but firll to endeavour by my Hand to give his Majefly the bell Tellimonies of
their Affections to his Service, and good Intentions towards the Ends he had fo

glorioufiy engaged in. I promifed him to perform the Meffage, and employed
the rell 0/ my Difcourfc in convincing him, how much more the Princes of
Germany were concerned in the Defence of Flanders than his Majelly j and
that however, if his Mailers had any Expectations befides their own Interells

towards engaging them, they ought to be from Holland and nor from us j

fince the moil important Ufe of their Troops would be to awe the Bifhop of
Mun/Ier, who might otherwiic be able by the French Afliilances to divert all,

or the greatefl part of the Dutch Forces that way, and thereby leave Flanden

open to the French. He con'efs'd both thefe Points j and I promifed to do him
any good Offices I could towards the Dutch Minifters.

The Deputies of the Stnes came this Day to me, to afTure me of their De-
iires and Refolutions to fatisfy his Majefly in the Bufinefs of Surinam^ but that

they could not yet come to a final Conclufion, and therefore defired me to

have Patience for a little longer time, after which I might aiTure my felf of a

good End in it. They pretended Monfieur dc JVitt\ and their chief Minifters

being l"o much taken up at this time j but upon Difcourfe confefs'd, the Zee-

landers Aim to have their next Ships arrive from Surina-m. Upon which I fell

into fome Heat with them ; and told them, I would never fend fuch a Mef-
fage to his Majefty, fuch Delays being fitter for Law-Suits than publick Ne-
gotiations : At lail concluded, that becaufe I would a little confider their Mi-
nifters being lb much taken up at this Pinch, about Levies and other Affairs

agitating in the States of Holland; I was content to ftay fix Days longer for

their Relblution in this Matter, upon Condition I ihould have it in that time

to his Majefty's Satisfiiftion. To make lliort of a long Conference > this they

agreed to at laft, and I will hope may keep their Words, iince there was one

of the Zt eland Deputies among them.

The Task you give me in the End of your Letter, is, as you fay, a hard one j

for whatfoever is planted of that kind, will not grow long or well, but out of

a good Root at home ; however, I iliall venture at it here all I canj and dare

undertake it fhall not thrive worle in this, than in other Neighbour Soils.

/ am^ Sec,

To my Lord Arlington.

My LORD^ Hague, Dec. 24. N. S. 1669.

T Hough Monfieur Oz-erkirk wants nothing to make him welcome every
where, but elpecially at the Hague., yet 1 confefs he was the more fo to

me, by a Letter he brought me from your Lordihip ; whereby I found my
felf to be not altogether forgotten where 1 defire moll to be remember'd, and
would delervc it if i could. I am very fenfible that the Right you fay he has

done me there, may rather prove an ill Otfice than a good; but however I am
not the leis obliged by his good meaning, nor the more touched by their ill j

who are not content I fhould gain a little Efteem, whilft I am content to gain
nothing elfe > and where I iliould not care for that neither, but that I believe

it to be the beil way any Miniller can take towards the Advantage of his IMa-

fter's Service. Whilil your Lordihip hath neither Share nor Belief in the ill

Offices are done me, I ihall very eafily negle6l what comes from other Hands,

and content my felf with not deferving them, and with the Affurance, that

Time
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Time will do me Right; and that your Lordfhip will not lofc your Confi-

dence of me, till you have told me oF fomc one Aftion in my whole Life, that

you thought did not become a Man you were inclined to think well of. And

fo I will leave that Subjcft.

I agree with your Lordlliip in being forry that Mr. // «v/f« did not ftay to

fee the Effedt of his Majelty's laft Refolution in the great Bufincfs here: And
though the ill or no Entertainments of this Place might excufc his hafte of re-

turning; yet 1 believe he would have been content a little to delay it, if he

had expefted any thing new from England: And for my Part, 1 wifh nothing

more than fome true Witncfs of my Carriage whcre-cvcr I am cmploy'd;

which I doubt not he would have proved, without increafing, any more than

Icflening my Faults. I fhall do neither by thofe of the Spaniards^ which your

LordlTiip has fo much Reafon to cenfure and reproach; nor Ihould I be lefs

amazed at them, but that I look upon them as the ufual Diftractions of weak
and difeafed Bodies. 'Tis certain, they have deferved fo little of us, that we
have no Reafon at all to concern our felves in their Intcrelts or Dangers, un-

lefs we find they will have very llrong and neceflary Confcquenccs upon our

own; and in that Cafe, our growing angry with them will only ferve to hurt

our felves; and we had better help them to mend their Faults, than force them

by Defpair or Hardfhips to increafe them. Moft of the Minifters here noc

knowing what to make of their late Condu6t in the Difficulties upon the Sivedijh

Money; nor feeing well which way to turn themfelves, in cafe Spain fhould

take its Meafures with France by an Exchange of Flanders; begin to confefs

they have dealt too roughly with them, in impofing not only the Laws of a

hard Peace upon them, but the Sivediflj Subfidies at the fame time ; and ever fince

refufing them their Guarantee till thofe were paid ; and fcem to wilh they had
either accepted the firft Propofal I was fent hither to make them upon that

occafion, or elfe endeavoured a Defenfive League with them after theConclu-

fipn of the Peace at ^ix; I mean, if it might have been done in Conjunftion

with us: For I think, while we are content to hold firm with them, it were

no great Matter to undertake they fhall never take any Meafures without us,

either there or any where elfe : Though I know there are Reports in France

that would make us believe it, if we are apt to thofe Impreffions.

For their detaining us fo long upon the Point of Surinam^ it mufl
be attributed to the Conftitution of this State, where the Obflinancy of any-

one Province can keep off" a Refolution of the States General as long as

they pleafe : And that happens often where (as in this Cafe) the Matter
touches one Province by a particular Interell, and the reft only by a general

one : For, I am fure, the Province of Holland and the other Five were many
Months ago refolved, not only to give us in Subitance the Satisfaftion we de-

manded, but in our own Forms too ; till they found that Zceland would nei-

ther be perfuaded ni Gourmandc into the fame Refolution; which hath made
it hang fo long, and go over at laft defeftive as to what v/e expedted about
one of our own Ships, though as they contend, full as to what we can in a-

ny way ground upon our Articles. For their great Arming, which it feems
makes more Noife with you and in France than it does here; I fhall not need
give your Lordfliip the Particular of it; becaufe that is done with the other
current News by my Secretary Mr. Blaithivait every Week to Mr. IVilliamfon-y

and fhall only mark what may perhaps have efcaped your Lordlliip, That
there are yet no actual Levies here agreed upon, but only Officers chofen, A-
grcements made with them, and Security taken for their bringing in their Men
at a certain Warning when they fliall be called upon by the States : So as the
Execution of what is hitherto but prepared, will depend upon the clearer Dif-
covery of the French or the Miuijler Intentions to open a War; both which
are expcftcd here, and equally feared ; the Diifcrencc not being great between
the Danger oi Flanjlcrs and their own: So that I can only anfwcr your Lord-
fhip's Qiicftion about the States's meaning in this Point; That it is, }^'o>i ne
les trowve pas Jans Fcrt k Printems qui vieat ; and that if it muft prove a Year
of A6lion, they will not be found without Arms in their Hands, for the bet-
ter making cither of Peace or War. 'Tis a hard Attempt what your LordHiip
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mentions, to defend their Neighbours in fpight of their Teeth j yet I believe,

in Cafe Spain fhould come to an Exchange with France, and any of the Towns
of Flanders fhould refufe to obey it ; either not to be fold like Slaves (as they
call it) by the Spaniards, or not to be ufed like Slaves by the French j you
would fee this State proteft them with all their Forces; and blow up any fuch
Ends of a War in Flanders, rather than venture it at home > and perhaps en-
deavour to unite any (uch new Member into the Body of their State^ by giv-
ing them an eighth Voice in their Generality, in cafe it Ihould be fuch a Place
as Aritiverp, or Ghent, or Bruges, where they might eafily come with their

Arms to defend it : And they have Notice of fome fuch Difcourfes already a-

foot in thefe Parts, which they negled not to foment, as a Provifion againft

fuch a Blow from Spain. In cafe all they can do fhould not be of Force to
prevent the falling oi Flanders into the French Hands; I believe their laft Re-
fource may be to endeavour being received as a Circle into the Empire : But
in all thefe Tranfa6tions, their chiefeft Care will be, to ftrengthen their Union
all they can with us j and to embark us in what they now elteem the common
Caufe, of flopping the Growth of the French Greatncfs. For though they
fay, and with Truth, That we engaged them firft in the Purfuit of thefe Mea-
furcs, and the whole Courfe of their prefent Counfelsj yet they would be
much at Eafe to fee us now as warm and as deep in them, as they are them-
fclves, and would fain give us the Honour of Leading in them all.

The Difcourfe your Lordlliip will poflibly hear about Changes or Decays in

the Credit of the Miniftry here ; I believe have no farther Source than an En-
deavour in the City of Amfterdam to make themfelves more confidered than as

a fimple Town in the Provinces j fince they pay half of all that is laid upon
the Province of Holland, as Holland does upon all that is levied on the Seven
Provinces; which makes them believe they ought at leaft in fome Degree be
confidered in the Province, ^Holland is in the State; which made them em-
ploy all their Strength to oppofe the Fa£tion of Leyden, Dort, Rotterdam, 6cc.

who under Monfieur de Witt^s Influence have of late Years carried all before
them in the ufual Ele£tions ; and join with the Body of the Nobility here, to
choofe Monfieur Mattenaffe in Exclufion of Monfieur Meerman ; where the
Contefl was about an Office of the greateft Piofit in thefe Countries, and of
great Honour, though not Influence upon the Publick Affairs. They have
likewife fucceeded well in the late Election of Officers for the new Levies,
and feem difpofed to run on ftill in a String. And amongfl them there have
of late been Overtures about making a new Minifler, under the Name oi Secre'

tary of State; whofe Province fhould be chiefly to receive the Addreffes of
Foreign Minifters, and take the Care of all Foreign Difpatches ; and fo cafe

Monfieur de IFitt of that Attention he is fain to give thofe as well as the Home-
Affairs. And this I fuppofe was calculated for Monfieur Van Beuninghen, who
has filently had a great Hand in all the Counfels and Motions of his Town of
jimfterdam; and I believe, will in EfFe6t come to have the chief Part, or at

leaft Burthen in Foreign Tranfa£tions, whether with any new Name or no.
Monfieur de Witt in thefe late Brigues has very prudently avoided any Ap-

pearance of being a Party in them ; and contented himfelf with going his u-
fual Pace, but ftickling no farther in any of them ; feeming rather to intend

and endeavour the Compofure of all, than the valuing himfelf upon a Divifion;
which I believe, with his being fo very necefiliry to the State, will ever pre-

ferve him in his Confideration here, ijuithtHt fome violent Revolution, to which
nothing feems at all difpofed.

Among the late Divifions of this Province, one great Point has been, about
the intended Prohibition of French Commodities ; which has been violently
carried on by Monfieur Fan Beuninghen and his Town of Amfterdam, but op-
pofed and tempered by the Towns of the other Fa6bion, upon the Refpe6t of
their particular Interells in the French Trade, and the Pretext of Danger or
ill Confequences in fuch a Council, unlefs it be taken in Concert with Eng-
land: So that whether it will go farther than the Defence of the common
French Commodities that are in Wear, I know not; though Monfieur Fan.
Beuninghen reckoned (not long fince) abfolutely, that it would be carried to

Vo L. n. D d French
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French Salt and Brandy : And if we would go the fame Pace, it fhould reach

to their Wine too : Which he believed, would foon bring France into fuch a

Confumption as would keep them from being fo troublefome abroad. But I en-

ter'd no farther with him into any Difcourfc of that kind} bccaufe I doubt

whether we are of a Temper or a Humour to rcfolvc or execute any bold or

fmart Propofitions, how well foever conceived, or conducing to our Health

and good Fortunes : Tho' I queftion not at all, but God Almighty has given

us the Power of going as high as the greatefl; of our Neighbours ; But perhaps,

as your Lordfliip fays, unknown to our felves, and in another way than fome

of us would be glad to have had it. But where-cver it lies, I doubt it will

never come out, till his Majefty can find the Means to make an end of all

fencing with the Bents of his Parliament, or Difcontents of his People; and

brino- his Government into the Credit of having no other Aims nor Intcrefts

but thofe of his Subjects in general, not in particular ; nor confequently any

Eye upon their Money but tor thofe Ufes they are willing to give it. This

1 confefs is my Opinion upon the whole, and, that all does not confift in a

Parliament's being prevailed with to give what is asked in Point of Money, as

I find many People think. However, I fliould never have faid it to any but your

Lordfliip } nor to you neither, but induced by the melancholy Refleftions I

obferved in your Letter upon this Subject: But, whatever mine or another's

Opinion is, I am confident every Man that thinks at all, muft think it were

not amifj if his Majefty and his Minifters would once for all confider and a-

srec upon a general Draught of thofe Ways and Counfels both at Home and

Abroacf, as they judge will bell anfwer the great Ends of the King and King-

dom's Safety, Honour and Quiet. For when fuch a Scheme is once agreed

upon, all the Parts of it may be purfued in their Order, and with conllant Ap-
plication till they are brought to pafs j at leaft fuch as fail not in the Trial, and

fo are found to have been ill conceived. But if it fhould prove (as I find fome

Men think) that we live only by the Day } and content our felves to patch up

Things as they break out, and fly at the Game as it rifes j it is at the belt but

like Birding or Hawking j which may furnifh a Difh or two, but can never

keep the Houfe.

If your Lordfliip can pardon all this Liberty and Trouble, I will not run my
fclf into the occalion of asking it again j if not, you muft lay the whole Fault

upon your own Letter, or rather upon my not having heard from you, or

written to you of late > and upon my perpetual ftrong Inclinations of returning

into my old Conefpondence, juft as a Man does into an old Love, which lies

ftill at Heart, however diverted or difcontinued. But becaufe I ufe fo much
Freedom in the Account of Difpofitions here, and of my own Thoughts, I

fend it by Mr. Richard's Conveyance to your own Hands j in which I fhall e-

ver think all fife that concerns me, becaufe I have been always, and am with fo

much Paffion,

My Lord, your 8cc.

To the Conftahle of Caftile. Au Connetable de Caftille.

Hague. Jan. ij. La Haye, le 23 Jan.

My Lordy ^-S. i6jo. Monfieur, S.N. 1670.

Doubt not but the Spanifi Ambaf- "Y E ne doute pas^ que Monfieur VJm-
baffadeur d'Efpagne ne communiqueI

Doubt not but the Spanijli Ambaf- T
fador has by this Courier commu- I

nicated to vour Excellency the Pro- %Jnicated to your Excellency the Pro- %J a V. E. par ce Courier le Projet du

jeft of the Concert for particular For- concert des forces particulieres, lequel d

ces, drawn up by Confent of the Mi- ete arrete icy par le confentement des Mi-
nifters of the three Confederates: And niflres de trois Confederez. Je puis

I can afiure your Excellency, that to Men affurer V. E. que pour le reduire i

bring it into Form, all the fiiid Mini- la forme ou il eft, tous les Miniftres

fters have ftretch'd their Powers as fe font relachez a I'envi, (^ autant

much qu'il
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much as poffiblc, fo that there will be

no room to prefs them farther : And
it has been with Difficulty enough

that we have refifled the Inllances of

the Sivedijh Minifter to have his Gua-
rantee, rather than make this Pace af-

ter fo many other unprofitable ones.

He affiires us that he never advanced

any Propofition of bringing Troops
from Pomerania or Bremen y becaufe

there are no more in thofe Parts than

what ferve for Garifons -, and when
he is prefTcd upon this Point, he an-

fwers us. That, to maintain fupernu-

merary Troops in thofe Parts, they

muft have Subfidies even in time of

Peace j and upon this Condition Swe-

den will be content.

I think, what he promifes is fuffici-

ent > that is, to bring into the Field the

16000 Men in three Months after the

Attack i for there is no Appearance

of employing fo great Forces, unlefs

byway ofDiverfionj fince the Troops

to be furnifli'd by his Majelly and the

States General^ joined to thofe of the

CathoUck King, will be as many as can

be well employ'd for the Defence of

Flanders j for it is not defigned they

ihould be Mailers of the Field. Your
Excellency fees, that you may reckon

if you pleafe upon loooo Men from

the States in i f Days time ; and tho'

there be no Term fpecified by the

King my Mafter, I think your Excel-

lency need make no Difficulty upon
it ; lince the Words, jis foon as poffi-

hUf fignify the fhorteft time one can

defire. And I confefs, that not hav-

ing obferved any Refleftion upon the

Time, in the Orders of the Queen
Regent of Spain^ which were com-
municated to us by the Ambaflador

Gamarra^ I gave no Notice of it to his

Majefty, thinking my felf fufficiently

guarded by my Powers, to fign the

fame Projeft, which had been fent in-

to England as well as Spain.

I hope, that as foon as your Excel-

lency will have fent Powers to the

SpaniJJj Ambaffador to deliver the Mo-
ney, there will be no Difficulty in

figning the Projeft as it has been com-
municated to him. And I do not

Vol. II think

jtim ieur a ete poffiblc. II feroit inutile

de les prejfer de nouveau^ ^ pretendre

en obtenir davantage : Nous a-vons trotivS

ajfez de difficulte a Vcmporter far le

Miniftre de Suede., pour avoir fa Gua-
rantis avant que dialler plus loin^ (^ de

faire de nouveaux pas inutiles, apres

tous ceux que nous avians faits. II nous

affeure de n^avoir jamais rien propose

qui tendit a faire venir des Troupes de

Pomeranie ni de Breme^ qui font des

lieux ok il n'y en a pas un plus grand
nombre que ce qu'il faut pour les garni'

fons ; que ft Von le prejfe fur ce point
.^ il

nous repondy que peur cntretcnir des

Troupes fupernumeraries en ces lieux la^

il faut des Subftdes en terns de paix mi-
me, l£ qua CCS conditions la Suede enfera.

fatisfaite.

II me femble que c'ejl affiez qu'il pro-
mette de faire agirles 16000 hommes trois

mois ecoulez apres Vattaque ; car il n'y

a guere d'apparence d'employer de fi

grandes forces.^ que par voye de diver-

fion : Les 'troupes qui doivent etre four-
nies par fa MajeftS (^ les Etats Gene-
raux etant jointes a celles du Roy Ca-
tholique, leur nombre fera fuffifant pour
la deffenfe des Pais-bas j ca% on n^a pas
deffein de fe repandre dans le 'pa'is^ (^ de

s'y elargir, ni de paroitre maitre de la

campagne. V. E. voit.^ que quand il luy

plaira, quinze jours de terns la rendront

maitrejfe de dix mille hommes de troupes

des Etats Generaux; fjf a I'egard du
Roy mon Maitre, quoy que le tcrme ne

foit ni exprime, ni precijhnent fpecifi^j

il me femble pourtattt, que V. E. ne peut

former des difficultez fur cela j Car ces

mots, Au pluftot que faire fe pourra,

emportent bien un terme limite, quelque

court qu'on veuille le foufentendre, per-

fonne n'ayant jamais exige une chofe plu-

tbt quelle ne fe peut faire. J^avoiieray

que les ordres £5? pleins pouvoirs de la

Reine Regente d^Efpagne, qui nous ont

ete communiques par l'Arnbaffiadeur Ga -

marra ^ ne faifant aucune mention de

cette petite difference, je n'en dvois pas
donne avis a fa Majefle, me croyant af-

ses muni, y afse's autorise par mes pleins

pouvoirs pour Jigner le meme projet qui

avoit ete envoye en Angleterre auffi bien

qu'en Efpagne.

yefpere que des que V. E. aura de-'

peche les Pouvoirs a VAmbaffadeur d'E-

fpagne de delivrer Vargent, il n'y aura,

plus de difficulte a la fignature du Pro-
jet, tel qu'il luy a ete communique : Et
autant que je le puis juger, fur tout par

D d i rapport
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think, from what I can judge by the rapp»rt au Miniftre de Suede, je ne croy

Minifter of Stveden^ that the Affair is plus quo cette affaire trouve de retarde-

likely to fuffer any farther Delays j ment. Ceji dequoy fay -joulu dormer

whereof I thought good to give your avis a V. E. Ceft ^ elle a en ufer fe-

Exccllcncy this Intelligence, which Ion fa prudence^ £s? les interets de fan

you may make ufe of according to Roy, Cjf a m^ejlimer comme je fuis, 8cc.

your Prudence, and the Intereih of

the King your Mafter, I am.

My Lord,

Tour, 5cc.

To Sir John Trevor.

SIR, Hague, Jan. 24. N. S. 1670.

IAM to acknowledge yours of the 7th with an inclofcd to Monfieur Fan
Beuninghen, which I have fent to Arnflerdam, having firft perufed it as you

pleafed to give mc leave. I fhall fay nothing upon it till I have fpoken with

him, and feen how wc agree in Matter of Fa6t : Becaufc the Weight of all

feems to lie upon the ufe of thofe private Contrafts to the Exclufion of our

Trade, having been difowned, if not invalidated by the Treaty between the

two Nations after the firft War > and upon the Pradtice having been exercifed

accordingly for feveral Years after, and till within few Years of our fecond

War : Which two Points, if they can be evidenced by the Treaty, and by fuf-

ficient Teftimonies of the fubfequent Praftice, we have certainly all the Rea-
fon in the World for our Demands. But if we muft rely upon the common
Equity in Freedom of Traffick between Friends, we are engaged in the Que-
ftion upon which wc cannot yet agree ; whether the fame Rules are current

in the Indies as in Europe: To which I fuppofe we fhall hardly our felves con-

fent, if the IVefl muft be comprehended as well as the Eajl. But I fhall be

able to fay more upon this, when I have got a Sight of the Treaty after the

firft War, and heard Monfieur Van Beuninghen upon your Letter : And in the

mean time fhall affiiie you of all the Offices I can poflibly render towards the

obtaining of what we pretend.

I can add nothing to my laft upon the Bufinefs of Surinam i being engaged

in my Endeavours of difpofing thofe of Zeeland to let it pafs fmooth when it

comes to the Siales General: Such Stops being eafier prevented than removed j

while Men arc fo apt to perfift in what they have once faid. In the meaa
time the Peufwner of Zeeland prefles me to procure the Names of fuch as his

Majerty intends to employ as Commifiioners, before the Orders here are con-

figned me, according as they defired in their laft Letter: Wherein you may
obfervc the Names of three Men to be infertcd on purpofe that his Majefty

might declme them in this Commiflion : If you pleafe to fend me the Names,
I fuppofe it may be neceflary to the expediting of thefe Orders j unlefs you
fhould think of any Inconvenience in it, which occurs not to me.

In Purfuit of the late Conferences, whereof I gave you Account in my laft;

we have agreed upon this inclofcd Proje6l to be fent to the Conjiable, as that

which he may hope will be figned upon the Money being paid j and wherein

I am furc there is not any thing of the leaft moment changed, as to what con-

cerns his Majefty i though the changing of the Form that you fent me, could

not be avoided, becaufe it was without Introdudtion or Conclufion, and be-

fides it went a Step farther than the Sivedijh Minifter was willing to do, in

making it an A£t to the Spaniards ; whereas this runs only as an Inftrument

between thcmfelves, of which the Spanifl) Mini iters are to have only an au-

thentick Copy. And iiiice the Swedes had rather have it this way, I thought
beft to agree with thcni, at leaft if the Spaniards will be contented with it

:

But I would not be induced to engage his Majefty in point of Timej though
I was
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I was never prefs'd with more Earneftnefs to any thing, both by the Spaniards

and by the Dutch -, who fent their Deputies twice to perfuade me to it, be-
caufe they were unwiUing to leave the Confiable that way of efcaping us. And
to fay the Trath, in my own Judgment I thought it very little material, but
I had no Orders to go farther in it) and have to the Spaniards taivcn upon
my felf the not having given his Majefty any notice of that Pretenfion, early

enough to have it included in my Powers ; as you will fee by the inclofed Co-
py of the Letter I yefterday wrote the Conjiable^ in Conjun^ion with another
from the States^ to prefs Conclufion in this Affair.

For particular Occurrents, I refer to what goes to Mr. Cook, being unwilling
to charge my felf with the Credit of current News; which I have ever found
fo uncertain, that a Man may be conlidered more for what he does not write,

than what he does. Yet I will trouble you with two fmall Matters, whether
they deferve it or no. Monfieur de Rohan, Brother to the Duke de Momba-
gon^ having fold his Place of Grand Veneur for four hundred and odd thoufand
Livres, came hither laft Week to difpofe of a hundred thoufand Crowns in

this Countrey, tho' Intereft is not half fo high as in France ; and has done it :

Which I reflefted on, becaufe I had heard formerly, he was a Perfon as well
with his Mafter as almoft any at Court.

There was executed this VVeek at Amflerdam, a Perfon of very good Quali-

ty and Credit among them j only for having engaged the Copies of an Obli-
gation he had from the Admiralty, inftead of the Original, to fome Perfons
from whom he took up Money upon them : And tho' he was Nephew to one
of the Burgomafters of that Town, and Brother to the Treafurer of Zeelandi
and all the Inftances that could be, were made for having him condemned all

his Life to a Hole where he could neither fee nor llir ; with oiFer of repaying
all the Money he had taken up : And afterwards a thoufand Pounds would
have been given to have had him executed in Prifon

j yet he could not efcape
lofing his Head with the common Forms in Publick, to the Lofs of his Cre-
ditors, who were as much concerned to fave him as his Friends. Which I ob-
ferved as a remarkable Strain of the Juftice here, fo much different from the
Style of moft other Places.

/ am., Sir, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 7. N. S. \6jo.

Since my laft I have received your Lordfhip's of the 28th pafl ; and doubt
not but before this arrives, you will be fully fatisfied by the late Accounts

I have given, of our Progrefs here, towards the Conclufion of what had fo long
depended between us and the Spanifi Minifters : I cannot yet fay, the Money
is paid ; but I fee nothing that wants towards it, only the adjufling of that

Conjunftion (demanded by the Confiable) of Merchants at Anfwerp : For the

Spanifi} Dealings are in fo ill Credit, that 'tis hard to find any who will give

Caution for fuch a Sum to the Spaniards, and in their own Dominions, where
they can plead and judge themfelves : I believe the States muft at lafl engage
to the Merchants here, that they will indemnify them from all that fhall fall

out on this Occafion; though after the Arrival of the Ratifications from £«g-
lanA and Sweden., the Spaniards fhould make a ^lerelle d"AUmand with their

Gorrefpondents at Antwerp, and force them to any Prejudice without any Pre-
tence.

I gave Monfieur de Witt the firft News of the French King's Declaration,

to remit the Judgments of the Differences depending on the Peace, to his Ma-
jefty's and the Crown of Sweden's Arbitration : He thought, the leaving out
the States, was fomething difcourteous on the French fidej but faid, however
he was very glad of the Thing being done, and hoped, as the Bufinefs fhould

receive no Hurt by any Refcntment on their Side, fo it would receive none on
our
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our Side by any EfTeft of the great Cajolry oi France -j efpecially llncc thisRc-

Iblution appeared by the Time to have another Source than only the Civility

or Deference of that Court towards his Majefty.

I doubt, the Confidence in this Declaration will flop the Levies which were

intended for this Spring j though thefe Miniiters are not the moft believing in

the French ProiTiifesi and I am not very confident, the EflFe6t of this lall may
not be fpoiled by fome unreafonable Anfwcr from Spain upon itj having been
confirmed in fuch a Sufpicion by the Baron cl'J/ola's Opinion, who told me
he would write to the Marquis Cajlel-Rodrigo^ to advife that the Queen fhould

* Provi- accept this Offer oi France, * Pourveu que le Roy tres-Chretien remettroit au mi-
dcd, the me Arbitrage touted Ics Contreventions de la Paix dont VEfpagne s'efloit plaint ik

ilj'^'l la Conference de Lifie. Which concerns the Spoils of Burgundy^ and which
Chridian

-py^yn-^ would never admit to give jointly in the Conference with their Pre-

^I'^flj ^g. tcnfions about the Dependences. I told the Baron, I feared fuch an Anfwcr

fer to the might ruin the Bufineis, fince it could not come till the beginning of the

fame Ar- Spring, and might then give the French a Pretext of recalling his Word; af-

bitnigcall tcr the paffing of it had laid afleep all Thoughts or Preparations for War both
the Con-

jj^ Flanders and Holland, from whence the firil Affiftance is to be expefted :

oils of the
^^^ ''''^'- ^ "thought the Anfwer of Spain ought to be full and abfolute as to the

Peace
"^ Acceptance of what is offered by France : And if they would make room for

whereof the Contraventions he mentions, that they fhould do it rather by enlarging
Spain the Acceptance than reftraining it to any Condition, and fay they accepted
complai- jjig Arbitrage upon thofe Dependences, and all other Differences arifing upon
ried at the

j.j^g Peace, in the Difcuffion whereof the Spanijlo Pretenfions might likewife

rence^of ^^ brought before the Arbitrators, but at a more feafonable Time than this

Lijle, next Spring will prove. The Baron profefs'd to be convinc'd by thefe Rea-
fons : But becaufe there is not much Truft to a Perfon who is fo far in Love
with his own Sufficiency > and feems to mind the valuing of himfelf at leafl

equally with the doing of his Bufinefsj I thought it not impertinent to give

your Lordfhip my Refleftion upon this Matter, that if you approve it, you
may by fome fafe Way or Cypher tranfmit it to Sir William Godolphin : For
otherwife I am confident the Spanijlj Anfwer will be perplexed with thofe

Contraventions, which have held the Commiflioners all this while at a Bay
at LiJle, and will not be admitted by France in the Decifion of the Depen-
dences.

I fent your Lordfliip inclofed Baron iVIfola^ rough Propofitions concerning
his Mafler's joining with the Triple Alliance, which the Miniflers of the Con-
federates think fit to difcourfe firft among themfelves, and afterwards enter in-

to Conference with him, as the Minifters of one united Power. All we can
do at firfl, will be to communicate what pafTes to our Maflers : And therefore

I fend your Lordfliip the firfl Propofals by Advance, that I may the fooner

know your Reflc6tions upon them.

After what will pafs here in the Conclufion of our Guarantee and Swedijh
Payments ; I think, if Monfieur Ognati can propofe any good way of fecuring

his Majefly, or rather furnifhing him before-hand with what one quarter of
the SwediJ}} future Subfidies will amount to for the three Months which are

to be advanced, it would add to the Strength and Credit of our Alliance, in

giving fo great a Satisfaftion to the Swede, as they would receive by his Ma-
jefty's undertaking for the fifteen thoufand Crowns a Month, which they have
fo much infifled on, and feem fo much unfatisfied with failing in it.

I had Notice from my Lord Falconbridge of his intended Journey j and have
already begun our Correfpondence by a Letter which will meet him at Paris:

And fliall not fail in that, nor I hope in any other Duties of my Employment.
I wifh my Lord Berkley all Succeis in his new and great Charge ; not know-

ing any other wherein a diligent, honefl, and able Perfon may be of greater
Service to his Majefly than in that.

1 am ever. My Lord,

Tour Lordjhip's mojl faithful and moft humble Servant.
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Td S'n- William Godolphin.

S t P, Hague, Apr, y N. S. \6fo.

TH I S Bearer Monfieur Chiefe is difpatchcd by his Highnefs the Prince of
Orange to Madrid, for the Profecution and Recovery of a great Debt

owing now fome time from that Crown to his Highnefs, and I think not dif-

puted by them : And though this Gentleman goes armed with much better
Weapons than any I can furnifh him towards thePurfuit of his Enterprizej yet
the Prince having commanded me to give him my Recommendations to you a-
mong many others he carries, I could not fail of it, nor will I doubt its being
of fome Force with you, fince it comes in the Service of a Prince whofe Birth
gives him fo much Intereft in all EngUJh Men, and whofe perfonal Qua iries

and Virtues give him a great deal more in all thofe that have the l^onour to
know him. I muft therefore beg all the good Offices and Afliilances you can
ihew this Gentlemen in Purfuit of his Highnefs's Concernments, as well as

your Advice to him if he deiires it, how to addrefs himfelf by fuch Perfons,
and in fuch Ways as will give him moft appearance of Succefs. Your Favour
herein I {hall take care to value as I ought towards his Highnefs j as I ihall

always my felf acknowledge it, and remain

SIR,

Tour obedient bumble Servant.

To the Marquis of Caftel- Au Marquis de Caftel-Ro-

Rodrigo. drigo.

Hague, Apr. 5.

My Lord, N. S. 1670.

THO' the Bearer hereof, Mon-
fieur Chiefe, will have no need

of other Support befide the Name of

the Prince his Mafter, and the Juftice

of the Affair he has in Charge j I would
not fail however of giving him befides,

this Recommendation to your Excel-
lency, as well to pay my Duty to his

Highnefs the Prince of Orange., as to

fhew my Confidence, that I have yet

fome fliare in the Memory and Friend-

fhip of your Excellency. I can aflure

you that the Court of Spain in doing

Juftice to his Highnefs, will oblige a

Prince who equals his great Birth by
his great Qualities ; and who will be

one Day capable of recompenfing the

Kindnefs that JImll be fiewed him at pre-

fent. His Highnefs already takes great

part in the good Turn of the Spanijh

Affairs, by fuch Sentiments as deferve

to be cherilhed, and not difcouraged

by any Treatment either unjuft or dif-

obliging. I could not recommend his

Pretenfions to a Perfon more gene-
rous than your Excellency, nor to one
who has been always pleafed to inte-

reft

La Haye, 5 Avrilj

Monfteur, S. N. 1670.

QUOT que le porteur de cette Let-
tre , Monfieur Chiefe , n'ait pas
befoin d'autre appuy que du nam

du Prince fon Maitre , 6? de Vequiti

de la caufe dont il efl charge •, je n'ay

pourtant pas voulu manquer a luy don-

ner comme par furabondance de droit,

cette recommendation aupres de V. E.
autant pour fatisfaire a mon devoir

envers fon Alteffe le Prince d'Orange,
que pour me faire honneur de la con^

fiance avec laquelle je croy avoir en-

core quelque part dans le Souvenir £«?

ramitie' de V. E. Je pourrois bien Vaf-
furer , qu'en faifant juftice a fon Al-
teffe, la Cour d'Efpagne obligera un
Prince dont les grandes qualites egalent

la grandeur de la naiffance, £5? qui fe-

ra un jour en etat de reconnoitre les

bontez qu'on aura a prefent pour luy:

Ajouteray-je, que ce Prince prend deja

beaucoup de part au bon train que

prennent les affaires d'Efpagne, de tels

fentimens quand its feroient feuls, me-
ritent que fa perfonne foit cherie, {3
qu^au lieu de le rebuter par des traite-

mens qui fentent Vinjufiice, on embrafps

cette
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reft him fo much in what regards the cette occafion de Vobliger. Je ne ffauroii

King mv Mailer. And your Excel- recommander fes interets a tine perfonne

Icncy's Favour in this Affair cannot be plus genereufe que V. E. ni qui ft foit

defired with greater Inftance, nor by toujours plus intere[sk dans tout ce qui a,

one who is more than I am, touche de pres le Roy mon Maitre. V. E.

neffauroit etre plus inftamment prik d^ac-

My Lord, carder fa faveur , ni par une perfonne

qui luy foit plus acquife, y qui foit

Tour Excellency''sJ &c. avec plus de pajfion que je fuisy &c.

To Sir John Trevor,

S I Ri Hague, May 6. N. S. 1670.

I
Have newly received yours of the i^d pad, with a former of the ipth,

which brought me fome Marginal Additions upon the Paper I laft fent into

Zceland concerning the Bufineft of Surinam. As to the Words, 'The Dutch
Nation inhabiting there, which are conformable with the Style of the States laft

Letter to his Majefty upon that Subjeft j I queftion not to get them inferted,

in cafe the Zeelanders come to a Conclufion upon my Papery tho' they fay, it

already contains feveral Points more than our firft Demands,
For the Words, 0« quelque autre, concerning the Perfon by whom his Ma-

jefly will fend the Orders; I fuppofe they will pafs tooj in cafe the Intentions

are not to employ any of thofe three Perfons for the carrying them, againft

whom the Dutch at firft excepted.

For the other Words which determine the Rendition of the Colony, to be
that made by Major Bannifler, jipril 21, 1668. I muft fay freely, that I have
very little Hopes of gaining it; having formerly employ'd my Strength upon it

without any Succcfs, fo much as with the Deputies of Holland, or of any o-

ther Provinces which have exprefled the moft eafy Compliance with our De-
mands : And they ever thought it very hard that having yielded to our De-
mands, of exporting Slaves, contrary to all Cuftoms formerly pra6lifed in that

Colony, and upon the difputed Senfe of an Article ; we fhould prefs them to

carry away likewife thofe very Slaves which they themfelves had furnifhed us

with, though they offer to repay more than the Price they coft. And upon
my Inftances upon this Matter, their Anfwer was. That there was no need of
diftinguiihing the Renditions of the Colony j fince the Meaning of their Let-
ter was, that what Slaves had been furnifhed by the Dutch fhould be left, and
the reft fhould be carried off: So that if none were by them furnilTied be-

tween the firfl and fccond Rendition, then none were to be left ; but if any
were, then thofe to be left, as well as fuch as had been furnifhed by the Dutch
fince the laft Rendition. And this Point I am confident was debated by the
Deputies, not upon any particular Knowledge of what it imports, but only

upon the general Notion and Reafon of the thing, from which it will be very

hard to make them recede: However, I fhall ufe my Endeavours in it, and

be as glad as you can, of any good Offices that I am able to render Major 5fl«-

nifter, though he has been the moft troublelome Acquaintance to me, that I

have ever had in my Life. I prefTed Monfieur de Witt, and the Commilfioners
at our laft Meeting two Days fince, and particularly the Deputy of Zealand,

for the Difpatch of this Bufinefs : But not having then your Additions to my
laft Paper, I could fay nothing of them. Monfieur de IVitt told me, a Con-
ference was appointed this Day between the Commiffioners oiHolland and Zee-
land upon this Bufinefs.

On Sunday N ight lafl the Exchanges were made of the Ratifications of the
Concert, with that from Spain for the future Swedifi Subfidies : But the Swe-
diJJ} and Dutch Minifters having each of them three Originals of the Concert,
a nd not contenting themfelves with authentick Copies, as I had propofed, I
am fore ed to give you the Trouble of lending two Originals more of the Ra-

tification
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tification of the Concert, to be delivered to the Minifters of thofe two States
upon my receiving the like from them. I will tell you by the way, that I had
fomcReafon to doubt whether the Ratification you fent me would pafs or no,
though I thought it was not fit for me tp make you any Scruple upon it, un-
leis it were firlt raifed by the other Minifters herej and do not know whether
it came in that Form by Choice, or by Miftake: But I am fure the Ratifica-
tion as it runs, is only of the Guarantee with itsCkufes, of which the Concert
was never taken to be a part, and ftands in need of a very ftrong Deduition or
Connexion with tlie Words of the Preface, which indeed mentions the Con-
cert as well as the Guarantee : And you will find it very difFerent from the Ra-
tification which came from Sweden (and goes here inclofed) and fuch as I muft
confefs, had I been the Spanip AmbafTador, I fhould not have accepted, tho'
nciriicr he nor the Swedifi Minifter have yet taken notice of it. I thought not
fit to communicate it to Monfieur de JVitt^ till the Day before the Exchange
was to be made, becaufe I knew it could not efcape him, and did it then only
between our felves : And he immediately checked when he came to the Words,
Supra memoratam Garantiam; and obferved that there wanted the Convention
about Forces, which was the fole End of their Ratification ; and thereupon
he faid immediately, * Cela n'eft pas comme il faut: But comparing it \]'\\.\\.*Thish

thofe in the Preface, he faid at laft, f Cela peut fuffire; and wifh'd that others »«" as it

were no more fcrupulous than he, where he knew the Intentions were good-.fi""'^'^^*-

And fo he made no farther Mention of it upon our Exchange of the Ratifica- ^ ^'*'^

tions i which I believe proceeded in him from the ill Conlequence he forefaw
'""^ ^'''

might arife upon the Difcovery of a Weaknefs of our Inftrument in this Con-
junfture, when our Intentions in this Affair are fomething more fufpefted than
you aflure me they deferve.

I hear the Town oi jimfterdam has confented to Monfieur Fan Bemingben's
Journey j but fhall not be able to give you an AiTurance of it till my next, and
content my felf now with that of my being always,

S I Ry
Toury Sec.

To my Lord Arlington.

My LORDy Hague^ May if. N. S. 1670.

TH E Knowledge of your Lordfliip's Abfence from Town, has given you
of late more Eafe than otherwife I intended j and your Trouble now be-

gins upon the firft Advice I had of your Return, which was by your Lord-
Ihip's of the zpth paft: By which I find the Sufpicion you have conceived
there, of the late SpamJJj Anfwer to his Majefty, having been indited at the
Hague: And withal you defire to know fomething more particular ofMonfieur
Fan Beuningben's Errand into England. The firll I am confident is without
other Ground, than a common Opinion we have conceived of more FineJJe

than I have yet obferved in the chief Minifters here, who are as hard and as

firm as you can imagine themj but for Tricks or Juggling, I do not obferve
cither their Abilities or their Difpofitions lie much that way} nor I believe
does any wife Man's, unlefs he be brought to it by the ill Condition or Necef-
fity of his Affairs, and finds no other way of living j which is not yet their

Cafe here, nor will be I fuppofe while Flanders is preferved : And lb long I
Ihall look upon them as Merchants in good Eftate and Credit, and who will
endeavour to keep it up by fquare Dealing : But whenever they fail in that Ad-
venture, 1 fhall grow as jealous of them as I fee others are. I have enquired
particularly of the SpanilJ] AmbafTador, and am afTured by him, that all Mon-
fieur de Witt'^ Difcourfes upon that Subject of the late Anfwer from Spaitif

agreed perfe£tly with what he made me upon the fame Occafion : And I know,
the States Deputies at Brujfels had immediate Orders from hence to apply
th^mfelves very earneftly to the Conjiable for the Redrefs of that Fault: And I
Vol. II. E e dare
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dare fay, whoever thinks that thcfc Men here will quit a Point of Intereft for

a Point of Honour, has taken a wrong Meafure of them. The SpanijJi Am-
baflador bids me be aflured, That the Anfwer from Spain will be amended,

and come in all Points to his Majefty's Satisfaftion : He goes this Day from

hence towards Bruffels, being hailen'd thither by an Exprefs from the Conjla-

ble, who I believe intends to make ufe of him in the Junto there j upon whom
I hear he will wholly devolve all his publick Bufinefs : Having taken an Attef-

tation from his Phyficians, that his ill Health has render'd him wholly unca-

pable of charging himfelf any longer with it.

For Monfieur Fan Bcuningbcn's Errand into England^ I fuppofe the Rife of"

it was of an old Date j and occafioned a good deal by my laying often to their

Charge, the want of Refpeft they fhewed his Majefty in the Choice of the

Miniiters they fent into England^ who are feldom of the Province of Holland^

or of thofe Perfons moft confider'd in this State. Befides, when I found I

was not able to bring the Bufinefs of our Marine Treaty to fuch a Conclufion

as we propofed, though I failed but in one Article (which yet it fcems is

thought to import the whole of our Pretenfions there) I told them here, that

it would be abfolutely neceflary to treat it in England^ and bring it to fomc IfTue

there : And for that purpofe, to fend fome able Perfon over, who being per-

fectly intrufted in it from hence, might debate it there with Perfons as well

inftrufted on our Side. Upon thcfe Grounds Monfieur Fan Beuninghen's

Journey was thought fit above a Year ago } but his being chofen Burgomafter

of Amjlerdam about the fame time, made him then abfolutely rcfufe it. Since

his Year expired, my Inftances ftill continuing for a Conclufion in our Eajl- India.

Bufinefs > and Mr. Secretary Trevor's Papers upon the fame Subjedb keeping
Life in it from time to time, Monfieur Fan Beuninghen began about two
Months fince to fhew fome Inclination to the Journey j which has been pur-

fued very earneftly by the States here, and efpecially by Monfieur de Witt, till

it came lately on all Sides to be refolved on : So as your Lordfhip mufl: reckon,

that the avowed Errand will be the Bufinefs of the Eafl-India Company, and
the clearing that part of the Marine Treaty which fo long proved too hard

for me here. Befides, this will be the Compliment they pretend to make his

Majefty, in fending a Perfon of fo much Account among them, as Monfieur
Van Beuninghen : And with the Orders of Surinam-^ which they here reckon
upon as a perfe6t Piece of Compliance with his Majefty. And this is the Ac-
count they give the French Ambaftlidor of this Journey j adding a good deal of
Monfieur Van Beuninghen's Inclination to fee England in this Seafon.

That which is farther meant by it, is, Firft in general to inform themfelves

perfe&ly of our Temper in the Purfuit of thofe Ends we have been rhefe two
or three Years laft engaged in : And which many Difcourfes and Re.leftions of
late have made them a little fufpeft, does not continue fo equal and fo warm as

it began. And in this Regard it will be his Bufinefs to ufe his beft and moft
perfuafive Oratory to confirm us in the Purfuit of thofe common Interefts

abroad, which we have of late fo much advanced by our Triple Alliance, and
the Dependences of it : And in fhort, to perfuade us, that it is more our Ho-
nour and our Intereft to lead than to follow. In purfuit of this, he will I be-

lieve endeavour to difpofe us to accept a Conjunftion with fuch Princes of the

Empire as defire it, upon fuch Meafures as are propofed in the late Project I fent

your Lordfhip drawn up by Monfieur de Witt : Though I have made fo good
way in defending you upon this Point, that I believe it would not coft much
Trouble there, unlefs you are willing to enter farther into it than you feemed
of late.

Another Point, and that which I believe he will moft eagerly purfue, is the
Prohibition of French Commodities, upon which his particular Imagination
has been long bent, as the only fure and eafy way of bringing the French Pow-
er and Riches into Decay, in cafe the thing could be agreed on among all or
the greateft part of their Neighbours: And this State having founded xhsSpa-
nijb Court upon that Point, received Anfwer, That whatever England and they
Ihould agree upon, Spain yjouXd readily join with them in it; By which means
they fuppofe, that befides what would be faved by both our Nations, by ftop-

ing
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ping the vaft Importation of F/f»J:? Commodities; a very great Traffick would
be gained by exporting oiir own, to furnifh tlie Spanijl} Fleet, which fupplies

their JVeft-Indics every Year in a great meafure with Commodities brought
them from France. The Refolutions of this State go as yet no farther, as 1 can
hear, than to all forts of wearing Goods and Brandy ; nor do I know whether
this it felf will be brought to Execution, before they are fatisfied how far we
are likely to join with them in it; after which, the Confiderations of Wine
and Salt will likewife come in play.

Befides thcfe Publick Matters, I doubt you will likewife be purfucd about
Mr. //w/jifoo^/'s Widow, who is Daughter to % Burgomaficr ol Amfterdam., and
fo moft: properly under Monfieur / «« BcunlHghcn'% Proteftion, efpecially being
a young and handfome Widow; which I hear will tempt her to go over with
him her felf, and plead her own Caufe.

I do not think the Intentions of his Journey go farther than what I have
mentioned, unlefs he be invited to any thing upon the Place, or by fome new
Accident from abroad. In the mean time, to do him right, we fhall have a
great deal of Reafon to welcome him, becaufc he has very induflrioufly em-
ploy'd himfelf in helping us to gain our Point upon the Bufinefs of Suriuamy

which was yellerday refolved on by the States General^ though the Province
of Zeeland protefled againft it : And befides, nothing has given us fo hopeful
a Profpect of the Prince's good Fortunes here, as the Support of the Town of
Amjlerdam^f fo declared, and fo warm in his prefent Concernment ; towards
which I am confident Monfieur Van Benimigben has very much contributed,

as being a Perfon of very great Influence in that City. The State of that

whole Bufinefs is fo v/ell and fo fully fet down in the Paper of Intelligence, that

I am furc I cannot amend it, and therefore will not repeat it.

Your LordlTiip will know by the inclofed, that Monfieur de St. Evremont
fet out this Morning towards England., with the Portugal Ambafiador likewife,

who both accompany Monfieur d'Opdam as far as Nietiport., and there embark
for Dozer^ whilft he goes on to meet the French King at Dunkirk with the

Stales Compliments.

I am every my Lord, your Scc.

P. S. I had forgot to tell your Lordfliip, that another part of Monfieur
Van Beumnghen's Inllrudtions will be, to endeavour all that can be, that this

State may be admitted into a Conjunftion with his Majefty for the Purfuit of
the Algeriiies, till they are reduced to the Necefiity of a Peace with both.

To Sir John Trevon

SIR, Hague, May vj. N. S. \6-jo.

IHave this Day received yours of the i;th current, with the Account of my
Lord of EJfex^ Treatment in paffing the Sound ; which, if wholly new,

was what we had very little Realon to expe6t from that Crown fince the

Change of their Miniftry : Though there are fome Reporrs here that they in-

tend to keep up a clofe Intelligence with France., for fear of the S'wedc ; whofe

Forces give them at this time, it feems, fome Jealoufy. I will hope, my Lord
of Effex may receive the Satishiftion he demands, however he will have that of

having difcharged his part upon this Occafion with the Cbnftancy that became
him.

I do not quefl;ion but you will receive a wifer Anfwer, as you fay, from
Sp^in ; and wifh they could find wifer Men to encharge with their great Af-
fairs and Governments, than you v^^ill fee they do by the Accounts I know you
receive from Brujjeh., of the Conftahle'% late Caprices in order to his return for

Spain. It is here varioufly difcourfed who fliall fucceed him : The old Em-
frefs and Prince Charles of Lorain being ftill in Name among fome others; ei-

ther of which, or both together, as it is talk'd of, feeming the belt Choice

Vol. II. E e i that
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that can now be made by the Crown of Spain. It is wish'd here that his Ma-
jcily would further it all he can by the Offices of his Miniiler in that Court.

Ycftcrday the Spanifo Ambaflador's Secretary came to communicate to mc
a Letter he had received from the Ambaflador at BrnJJ'els j taking notice, th.at

upon a more particular Obfervation of our late Ratification of the Concert,

the Date of it was preceding to that of the Concert it fc'lf, ligiicd by me here

at the llagHc^ which was the lafl; of January, N. S. whereas the Ratification

at Il^eflminftcr ht2i\s Date the yth of January, O. S. And this Remark of the

AmbafTador's I find to be true, by comparing it with the Copy of the Ratifi-

cation that lies by me : And doubt not but the Mittake only was of the Month
oiJjiiH.iry for February, in the Ratification vou lent me over. Whereupon I

afilired the Secretary, there could be no Difficulty in the Redrcfs of it, and he

defircd me to endeavour it as foon as I could, and I hope the Notice of it may
come time enough to prevent the fame Miftakc in the Inllruments intended

for Siveden and Holland, as well as to procure a new one for Spain.

I could not by the laft Poll give you the ertainiy of the Iflue in the Prince

of Orange'^ Affair, the States of Holland not riling till one a Clock that Night,
after the warmed Debates which have been known among them for many
Years: However, the Towns which favour the Pr.nce having the Plurality of
Voices, and Amjicrdam in the Head of them, at length carried their Point,

and brought it to a Refolution, that the Prince fhould have Seffion in the

Council of State with a decifive Voice; and lliould have the fame Place his

Anceftors were ufcd to. After this was refolved on, that Party which the

moft oppofed the Prince's Intcreft, ftarted two new Points : The firll, That
no Captain-General ihould be chofen otherwife than from Year to Year, but
by Unanimity of Voices. And fecondly, That in cafe the Prince ihould be
chofen Captain-General for Life, then it fliould be again debated and refolved

by Plurality of Voices, whether he fhould continue his Scfiion in the Council
of State. And thefe two Points were agreed to by all the Towns excepting

four or five, in which Number were Amjlerdam and Haerlem -, who maintain.

That they were not now to be refolved, but then only when thofe Mat-
ters came in Queftion. The States of Holland being feparated after thefe Refo-
lutions, the Execution of that concerning the Prince's entrance into the Coun-
cil of State, will remain in the States General, and confequently receive no
Oppofition that I can forefee : And though it bears no great JSfame, yet I take

it to be of that Importance, as to leave his Highnefs's future Fortunes in a

manner wholly dependant upon his own Carriage and Perfonal Qualities,

which give hitherto all the Signs that can be of advancing, and not impair-
ing them.

In the Courfe of this Bufinefs, Monfieur Van Beuninghcn has fo much pro-
voked the Ill-will and Opinion of thefe Towns which were contrary to the
Prince, that they had almoft refolved to make a Stop of his Journey, but that

is now over, and he prepares to be gone the end of this Week : And will not
deferve to be lefs welcome in England for what has lately pafled here, tho'

perhaps it may not be to his Advantage, nor to the Prince's neither, to give
him any too publick Teftimonies of it. He gave me Hopes on Sunday Night,
that To-morrow the Bufinefs of Surinam would be ended, according to the

Form I drew up in Purfuit of our laft Conference, which I here fend you in-

clofcd : Though he told me there would be Difficulty in the Point of Major
Bannifer's landing with fo much Liberty as is infifted on : And therefore he

preflcd me hard to be content with either remaining aboard his Ships, or clfc

lodging in the Fort till his Affairs were difpatched, where all Convenience

flrould be provided him : But I refufed both ; and fo left the Thing with him
in the Form it now runs.

/ am, Sir, your Sec.

r»
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To my Lord Berkeley.

My Lord^ Hague, May 30. N. S. \6yo.

T Hough I know your Excellency would eafily forgive me a Commiflionj

which mighc fave you a Trouble in the midfl of man/ others that are

a great deal more nccelT.u-y : Yet I could not forgive my felf if I fhould any

longer delay giving your Lordlhip the Aflurances how great a part I take in

all your Fortunes, and confequendy how much I have iTiared in the general

Satistaftion which I hear you have both left in England, and found in Ireland,

upon your late entring upon the Government of that Kingdom. I am not

only much pleafed with it upon a private Score, as one of your Lordlliip's

Servants, but as havmg always had the beft Wifhes for the publick Good of

that Countrey, and his Majelly's Service in the Eftablifhment of it : Both
which will, I am confident, thrive very much in your Lordfhip's Hands >.

not only in regard of the great Experience and Abilities which are fo generally

allowed you ; but becaufe you are too rich as well as too generous to lofe the

Merit and Glory of great and honelt Aftions, in the Cares of your own pri-

vate Fortunes : For this has too often given an Alloy both to the Worth and

Succefs of feveral of your Lordlliip's Predeceffbrs j and contributed chiefly

to the Unhappinefs of the Governours as well as of the Countrey ; both which

1 hope you will have the Honour to reftore. I cannot but obferve to your

Lordlhip, that I find by a general Confent of the Merchants here, that h-e-

Jand runs every Year an eighth Part in Debt by importing fo much beyond its

Exportation j which being to be drawn out in Coin, will be a certain though

flow Confumption of the Treafure of that Kingdom j unlefs remedied by
fumptuary Laws or Examples for leflening the Importation of Foreign Com-
modities J or elfc, Indulhy for increafing the Native, which are either con-

fumed at home, or carried abroad : The firfl: is like Diet, but the other like

Excrcife, to an indifpofed Body, which is the way of acquiring Strength and

Vigour j whereas the former gives but barely Health. I believe the tv/o great

Improvements to be made in Ireland, are of the Fijlnng and the Linen Trade j

this to keep our Monev at home, and that to fetch more in from abroad. If

your Lordlhip thinks thefe Particulars worth your Care, and that I can con-

tribute towards them by any Lights and AfTillances from hence j I fliall be

glad upon that or any other Occafion to receive your Commands.
I have given my Secretary Order to make an Extract of the News which

either arifcs here, or comes to me by Letters from Foreign Parts } which fliall

go Weekly to you, if you think it worth the Trouble, and will pleafe in re-

turn to do me the Juftice of efl:eeming me what I am with much Truth and

PafTion,

My LORD,
Tour Excellency's moji

obedient humble Servant.

To my Lord hxWn^ton:

My LORD, Hague, Jm. ^.N.S. 1670.

I
WAS extreme glad to find by your Lordfliip's of the i6th paft, fome Af-
furance of your Recovery : And whatever the Name of your Illnefs was,

v/ill believe the Nature of it could not be very bad, fince it left you fo foon :

After which I will trouble you no more with my Remedies j nor fliali I need

any my felf after fo great a one as your Lordihip has given me by the Know-
ledge
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ledge of your own and my Lady's Health : For which I make you my parti-

cular Acknowledgments.
By obferving the Winds, I guefs Monfieur Fan Beiininghen will, before this

arrives, have given your Lordfhip the Account himfclf of his leaving the

Hague on Sunday Night, and fctting Sail I fuppofc on Monday Evening j un-

lefs Madam Honyivcod made him flay fome Hours longer, who had appointed

to be with him by that time from Amjlerdam. I will fay nothing in Favour

of her Pretenfion, but that flie is Daugliter to the ancienrcft Burgomader of

ylmftc-rdam^ who has cxprclTcd the greateft Pafllon of any other of the States^

in Favour of the Prince of Orange's late -Concernment, and may perhaps there-

by deferve fomc Mark of his Majefty's Favour, which 1 afiurc you I fay wholly

of my felf : For my good Offices in her Bufincfs were not at all thought worth
engaging, fince Monfieur Fan Beuninghen undertook it, as I fuppofc he has

done by their joining Company. Your J.ordlhip will find nothing to IclTcn

your Efteem of his Pcrfon, unlefs it be, that he is not always fo willing to

hear as to be heard ; and out of the abundance of his Imagination is apt fome-

times to Rcafon a Man to Death: Which I tell your Lordfhip before-hand,

that you tnay not flill into any Prejudice before you know him well : And on
the other fide, I have taken fome Care to prevent his employing that Talent

too much in your ConverPations. For the reft, you will find him Fort honnete

homme; one that puts all the Good of his Countrey upon maintaining and cul-

tivating his Majclty's Alliance > and who, upon the Prince's Occafion will de-

ferve the Good-will of our Court.

For his manner of negotiating, I am confident you will find him not ill-

bred, nor offering to impofe his Mcafures, as you call them, upon us ; But
after any Propofitions and Reafons he fhall lay before you, will rather tell you
that you are Mailers of all > and that the States will in all Things that concern
our Neighbours, perfeftly follow thofe his Majefty fhall take.

Whatever Reception the States Propofiil about the Jlgerines meets with in

England -y I wifh to God fome better Order were taken for preferving our Ho-
nour in the Mediterranean : For, what with the ill Condu£b of our Captains,

that they fay will turn Merchants, leaving our Merchants to play the Men of
War, and with the late fhamelefs Lofs of the Sapphire : I afTure your Lord-
Ihip, the Reputation of our Sea-Affairs and Men, decays abroad to a Degree
that is very fenfible I am fure to me, and I doubt will hardly recover without
fome new and fevere Dii'cipline or Examples.

The Prince of Orange was introduced into the Council of State on Saturday

laft, and with the Circumflances which he is very well pleafed with. He re-

folves upon his Journey into England about the latter end of this Month, or
beginning of next : But will not fix the Time till the Penfioner's Return fromt

Groningue about ten Days hence.

/ rtw, 7ny Lord, your 8cc.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord^ Hague, jun. 17. N. S. 1670.

I
Was very glad to hear this Morning of your Lordfhip's being well arrived"

in Town : where I hope the Diverfions of your late Journey have-re-

turned you with fuch an Increafe of Health as is ncceffary for the Support of
your great Affairs, T para mi confiielo. Many French have lately pafs'd this

Way fince the Return of that Court ; fome who attended Madame into Eng-
land, and extremely applauded her Reception there, and his Majefty's great

Gracioufncfs to thofe of her Train. The Count d'EJl^-ades came likewifc three
Days fince, but I think barely on a Vifit to his old Homej or if he has any
Bufinefs, it is particular, and at Jmjlerdani. I find, they all agree in afTuring

us of the Peace, as long as we can affure them of the King of Spain's Life ;

But in giving us fair Warning that whenever that fails, their Mafter will

march
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march into the relt of Flanders without any Circumftance, and poflefs himfelf

of it if he can. This Knowledge, and that of the King of Spain's late Sick-

nefs, have given them fome Perplexity here, which is much relieved by this

Day's News of his Recovery. But we find nothing yet towards the Redrefa

of the late untoward Anfwer upon the Arbitrage.

Tlie Prince of Orange continues ftill the Talk as well as the Defires of his

Journey into England: But has of late been very earneft to know my Opinion,

whether he be like to procure any Satisfa£lion in his Pretenfions there j faying,

as I guefs, indullrioufly, that all his beft Friends here are of Opinion, that in

Cafe that fhould wholly fail him, his Journey into England would prove of

great Prejudice to his Affairs here, by letting his Friends fee how little he is

confidered by his Majefty, whofe Countenance will be a great Support to him
in the Courfe of his Fortunes.

I durft not offer his Highnefs the leaft Judgment of my own upon this Mat-
ter ; afluring him I was wholly ignorant of all his Majefty's Affairs, befides

what related to this Countrey > and particularly of the prefent State of his Re-
venue, or how much the late Supplies have contributed towards the Eafe of

it : Upon which the Prince feemed very defirous that I would touch this Point

to your Lordfhip, fo as to have your Thoughts upon it before he goes. This
I fuppofe proceeds chiefly from the Princefs Dowager, who declared her Opi-
nion pofitively to me fome Weeks ago upon this Matter, to the fame Purpofe ;

and I hear, perfifts in it; which yet Ihe does not in all things. For I can af-

fure your Lordlhip, fhe now profeffes to be the moil fatisfied that can be with

my Conduft in relation to the Prince, and makes me more Acknowledgments
than are fit for me to receive ; fince I pretend only not to have fpoiled his Bu-

finefs, which it had been the eafieft thing in the World for an Englijh Minifter

here to have done. I wifh to God he do nothing towards the Prejudice of it

himfelf, by Advice of younger or warmer Heads : For this is a Countrey where
Fruit ripens flowly, and cannot be preferved if it be gathcr'd green. I am
very confident from his laft, as well as the prefent Difpofitions I here difcern,

that his Fortunes are in his own Hands j and I hope he will make great Advan-
tages in the Condu£b of them, by your Lordfhip's Advices when he fees you
in England^ of whofe Prudence and Virtues he will go over with a very full

Perfualion.

Monfieur de Witt returned yefterday to Town, after fifteen Days Abfence at

Groningue, about the compofing fome Differences in that Province. * 'There is * TT>is

a 'violent Hmnour runs againft him of late in the Toixin of Amfterdam, upon Pre- w«^ a

text of his growing too far into the Sway of all Affairs in this State by fo long a '^'"' /*

Miniflry ; and of advancing his own Friends into Offices and Places of Trujl^ with r^^ ^^*

too much Induftry. But Ifuppofe the Bottom of this is the fame with that of all ^as maf-
popular Humours j that is^ a Defign in the Leaders to change the Scene, that fo faered.

thofe who have been long employed may make room for thofe who have been long out.

I am not of Opinion they will fucceed to prejudice him fuddenly ; both becaufe his

chief Enemies acknowledge his great Abilities and Ufefulnefs to the State, and be-

caufe he will always have it in his Power to fall in very confiderably with the

Prince's Intcrejl, which the other Party pretends to promote : Tho' in fuch a Cafe

his Highnefs would have a hard Choice with which Wind to fail : As indeed he is

likely to fall into Conjunctures here that will require all his Prudence.

I thought fit to fay thus much at once to your Lordlhip, that fo you may
the better know what to make of twenty Reports that may arife upon thefe

Occafions. Tho' it will I think after all be our Parts both in England and
here, to feem the leaft we can concerned in them, farther than our Wifljcs

to the perfeft Union of a State we are fo near allied toj which we may I fup-

pofe own our Opinion of, that it will never be corapaffed but by taking in the
Prince's Interefts, as far as can confift with the Liberty of the State: And
making fuch a Perfon of him, as may in Title, Expence, and other Circum*'
ftances, reprefent the Dignity of their Commonwealth.

'

/ am, every

My Lord, your, tic.

To



xzo Letters o/i^/r William Temple,

To the Earl of Northumberland.

My Lorcl^ Hague, June 17. N. S. 1670.

BY the fame Poft which brought mc the Honour of a late Letter from your
Lordfhip, I received from other Hands the News of my Lord of Nor-

thumkr/and's having left you to the Succcfllon of all his Honours and For-

tunes j which gives me the Occafion of acknowledging your Lordfhip's Fa-

vour and Memory; and at the fame time of condoling with you upon the Lofs

of a Father, whofe great Virtues and Qualities muft needs have made fo many
Sharers with you in this Affliction. 1 hope the Help which is given your
Lordfhip by fo many of your Servants and Friends upon this Occafion, will

ferve to eafe your own Part in it : And that after all that can be ofFer'd up to

Decency, and to the Memory of fo great and excellent a Perfon, this will find

your Lorddiip rather taken up with the Imitation of his Virtues, than the be-

wailing of his Lofs: Smce this is but what he owed to Nature and to Age,
and to the Courfe of long Infirmities; and the other is what v/ill be due from

your Lordlliip all your Life, to your Birth, your Family, and your felf. Nor
indeed can ever fo much depend upon fo few Paces, as will now, upon thofe

your Lordfhip fhall make at your firft fetting out : Since all Men will be prc-

faging by them the Courfe of your Journey, as they will have indeed Influence

upon the Eafe as well as the Dire£lion ot it. For my own part, I expeft a

great Incrcafe of your Lordfhip's perfonal Honour upon this Occafion: And
that having been fo excellent a Son of a Family, you will fhew your felf the

fame in being now a Father of it; fince nothing makes Men fit to command,
like having learn'd to obey; and the fame good Senfe and good Difpofitions

make Men fucceed well in all the feveral Offices of Life. '1 hofe I know will

be your Lordfhip's Safety in entring upon a Scene, where you will find many
Examples to avoid, and few to imitate : For I have yet feen none ib generally

corrupted as ours at this time, by a common Pride and AfFeftation of delpifing

and laughing at all Face of Order, and Virtue, and Conformity to Lawsj
which after all, are Qiialities that moft conduce both to the Happinefs of a

publick State, and the Eafe of a private Life.

But your Lordfhip will, I hope, make a great Example, inflead of needing

other than thofe of your own Family, to which fo much Honour, Order and

Dignity, have been very peculiar ; as well as the Confequences of them in the

general Applaufe, and the particular Efteem of all thofe who have had the

Honour to know and obfervc it. Among whom there is none more defirous

to exprefs that Inclination by his Services, nor that has more of it at Heart

than,

My Lord,

7'our Lordjlnp's moft faithful

and mofi humhle Servant.

To the Great Duke o/Tu(cany, Au Grand Due de Tolcane.

Hague, June zj Dela Haye, 27juin

SIR, N.S. 1670. Monfieur, N.S. 1670.

HAving fo long taken part in what- \ Tant pris depuis long terns une auf-

ever concerns the Perfon or In- Jl\ fi
grande part dans tout ce qui

terefts of your moft ferene Highnefs, touche la perfonne ou les intcrets de F. A^
I could not fail to condole with you S"^^ je ne pouvois manquer a m'affiiger

for your great Lois, whereof all Chri- avec elk a foccafion de la perte qu'elle

flendom would have been ferifible to vient de faire, £5? qui efi telle, que la

the laft degree, if the Grief for fuch Chretiente en feroit inconjolable, fi la

an douleur
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an Accident were not lefTen'd by the

Succefiion of a Prince who has left

fuch Imprcflions of his Perfon and

Merits where-ever he has appeared, as

will never be worn out.

'Tis true, fuch is theCompofition of

human Things, that nothing is pure

or without Mixture; fo that even up-

on this Occafion I fee fome Ground
to mix my Congratulation with my
Condolence, when I confider that

your Highnefs has finifhed your Tra-
vels before the Accellion of this glo-

rious Charge. Your Highnefs has ad-

ded to your Birth and Wit, all the

Advantages that the Commerce of

Strangers is accuftomed to give; and

you now find Occafion for the Exer-

cife of all, towards the Government of

your Subjefts. My WiHies and Ap-
plaufes Ihall not be wanting to your

Highnefs ; though I know your Con-
duct and good Fortune will give me
little Occafion but for the latter, as

your Highnefs's great Qualities have

already given me a great deal, to be.

SIR,
Your Highnefs''s niofl humble

and mojl faithful Servant.

douleur d'lm evenement Ji trijie n'etoit

foulagee far Videe du Prince qui vient

remptir la fuccejjion ; on f^ait que c'eji

un Prince qui a laifse de fa perfonne fif

de fon tncrite par tout ou il a paru des

imprejjioiis qui ne s'effaceront jamais.

II eji vray., que telle ejl la compofi'

tion des chafes humaines^ que rien n'y

ejl pur 6? fans melange ; le Men l^ le

mal ne fe laiffent guere gouter fpare-

ment. En cette rencontre done je vois

dequoy meler mes congratulations a tnes

condoleances ; je fonde ks premieres fur

ce que V. E. S"^' avoit achev^ tous fes

•voyages lors qu'un fi glorieux fardeau luy

ejl tombe en partage. Elk a ajoute au

bonheur de fa naijfance^ ^ a la penetra-

tion de fon ejprit , tout ce que le com-

merce y la comparaifon de divers etran-

gers chez qui elle avoit fe journe^ a ac-

coutnme de donner. Cette riche moijfon

etant a peine faite, tant de talens font

mis en ouvrage., i^ V. yi. fe voit d pre-

fent obligee de les confacrer au foin du

gouvernement de fes Sujets. Ales voetut

t^ mes applaudifemens ne manqueront

jamais a F. A. quoy que fa conduite (^

fa profperit^ me repondent que je ne fe~

ray iifage que de ces derniers : Ses gran-

des qualitez avoient deja fourni beaucoup

de motifs d'etre^

Monfieur,

De V. A. S™« le tres humble

8c tres fiddle Serviteur.

To Sir William Godolphin.

S I Rj Hague, July ?. N. S. 1670.

Have not had any thing of late worth your Trouble, nor any of yours by
me to acknowledge; tho' I fhould have been glad to have received from

your Hand the Aflurance of what comes to me more uncertainly from others,

of the Catholick King's perfect Recovery, and the Junto's Difpoiition to admit

fimply of his Majefty's and the King of Sweden's Arbitrage, as was propofed.

The great Deadnefs of the Seafon in point of News would have excufed you
this Trouble, but that the Swedifj Minifter here begins to purfue me hard for

my Offices towards the Spanifi Court for the fecond Payment, which he rec-

kons to be already due by the Expiration of eight Months fince the Delivery

of the Guarantee. But Monfieur de IVitt and I are both of Opinion, the Spa-

»//& ArabafTador's Aft may very well be conllrued to fignify eight Months from
the figning of the Concert, which Spain always infilled upon as an efTential

Part of the Guarantee; and to begin the Payments only upon the figning of it,

which was the lail oija-auary pall; by which Calculation the fecond Payment
will grow due at the end of next September. But this is fitter to be argued by
Spain than by us: And that which is more neceflary, is for them to provide io

as the Money may be ready here by that Terra, to recover by the Fairnefs and

Vol. II. Ff Eafc
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Eafe of this Payment, the Credit they loft in Szvedcn by the Difficulties of the

laft. In the mean time, if you can pcrfuade the Spanifi) Court to llgnify to

the S'ivedijl} Minifler either there or here, that they have been put in mind of

it by youj and to have it fo much in their Care as to provide that it lliall not

fail at the end of September, which they take to be the Term it grows due>

you will I fuppofe perform an Office both necellliry and grateful to all the Par-

ties intcrefled in that Affair. The Dutch would have enjoin'd it to their Mini-

fter, if they had any prefent at Madrid ; the want of which gives you more

than your fhare in theic Tranfaftions. They would fain engage Monfieur Be-

•y^rw/w^ to accept of that Employment > which I willi for your fake, but I

doubt its fucceeding.

The Prince of Orange intends to go for England about the End of this

Month } and my Lord O£ory is fhortly expe£ted here, to attend him in his

Journey. I am always,

SIR,
Tour mojt obedient humble Servant,

To the Earl of EfTex.

My Lord, Hague, July j. N. S. l6jo.

I
Have received by this laft Poft the Favour of one from your Excellency of
the 1 8th paft, which gives me the Hopes of a fudden Difpatch in your

prefent Negotiations, and the very welcome News of your Intention to pafs

this way in your Return > where I fliall be very glad ro find the Occafions I

defire of ferving your Lordfhip in a Place that indeed better deferves a palling

Vific than any long Abode.
Your Excellency will have received by a former Letter my Condolements

upon my Lord Northujuberland's Death, which indeed was very untimely for

himfelf, his Family, and his Friends. But if we needed greater Examples how
little Defence is to be found againft that Enemy either from Greatnefs or from
Youth > we fhould have received a v^ery fufficient, as well as a very fad one by
an Exprefs which brought this Morning the News of Ahdame's Death, by
particular Letters both to the States and to the Prince of Orange.

The French Courier being not expefted till to morrow Morning, I have not
yet received any Letter of it from my Lord Ambaftlidor at Paiis; and there-

fore ftiall give your Lordfhip the Relation juft as it comes in the Prince's Let-
ter, which fiys. That on Sunday laft, being the zpth of June, N. S. Madame
having eaten very well at Dinner, and continued fo feme Hours afterwards j

about four a Clock in the Afternoon called for a Glafs of Succory -Water,
which {he ufed to take every Day about that Hour ; and having drank it off,

complained that it was very bitter, and prefently after began to find her felf ill,

and fell into violent Fits of the Cholick, upon which flie laid, That fhe was
fure file fhould die, and immediately fent for her Confelfor, and with great

Refolution difpofed her felf to it, by pafling through all the Forms of that

Church upon fuch Occafions. The News of her Highnefs's lUnefs was imme-
diately difpatch'd from St. Clou where the Court then was, and occafion'd the

King's coming prefently to her, who arrived about eight a Clock that Night,
and brought his chief Phyfician with himj who both began to comfort her
Sickncfs, and affure her, that her Cholick could not eafily carry away a Per-
fon of her Age. But fhe pcrfiifed in afliuing them of her Death, fpoke a
good while foftly to the King; and afterwards faid aloud, That fae had no Re-
gret at all to die ; but that her greatefl Trouble was, by fo hard a Separation
to lofc his Majelly's Friendfhip and good Graces which he had alwavs exprefs'd

to her. She fpoke to Monfieur in the fame Terms about her great Willingnefs
to die •, which fhe faid, was the more, becaufe fhe had nothing to reproach
her felf of in her Conduit towards him.

The
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The King left her about ten a Clock at Night, his Phyfician afluring him
fhe could not die of a Cholick, or at leaft not fo fuddenly as fhe feemed to

apprehend : But her Illnefs and Pain increafing, {he expired about two a Clock
in the Morning, leaving great Sadnefs in that Court, and Regret in all thofe

who had the Honour to know her.

Your Excellency willeafily imagine how fenflbly his Majefty will be touch'd
by this Affliftionj and therefore 1 am fare you will receive the fame Part in it

that I, and all the reft of his Servants ought to do : Which I fhall not irt-

creafe by enlarging upon fo fad a Story, farther than by one Particular more
of the Prince's Letter; that her Body being opened in the Prefence of feveral

Perfons, and among them my Lord Ambaflador, they could not find the Caufe
of fo fudden a Death.
Our News from Brujfeh is, That the Conftabk was to depart from thence

on Saturday laft, leaving the Count de Monterey Governor of thofe Countries

by the Queen Regent's Commiflion for the Interim., until a new Governour
fnould be fent from Spain^ who they give out will be Don John^ and that he
will be there in a very little time, and take upon him that Government for

his Life; But the Certainty of this we muft expeft hereafter from Spain. The
Dznijh Envoy here tells me he intends to go very fhortly for Copenhagen.^ and
that he hopes to find your Excellency there, wherein I confefs I differ with
him. I fhould be very glad to know whether he did me the Right of con-
veying a Letter I wrote to Monfieur Guldenkw^ in anfwer to one I received
from him upon his laft Arrival in Denmark. Your Lordfhip will oblige me to
let one of your Secretaries inform himfelf from one of his, whether fuch aLetter
was received, without drawing it into any farther Confequence.

I bcfeech your Lordfhip to believe me always what I am with very much
Sincerenefs,

My LORD,
Tour Excellency's mojl faithful

moji humble Servant.

To my Lord Berkeley.

My Lordy Hague., July ii . N. S. i6jo.

I
Received one from your Excellency of the nth paft, by which you were
pleafed both to oblige and to inform me : Nor could any thing happen

more agreeable to me than an Occafion of acknowledging as I ought the Fa-
vour you there exprefs both to my Friends in Ireland and to me : Of which 1

am equally fenfible.

I doubt not but your Lordfhip will find in the loofe Pofture of Affairs in

Ireland, a great Subjedt for your Prudence and Induftry ; in the Application
-whereof, I wifh your Lordlhip all Succefs and Glory, being incapable at this

Diftance to make any Refledions on Particulars, either the Evils or the Re-
dreffes : Only as an old Servant, I may have the Liberty of putting your Lord-
fhip in mind of one Point wherein your Reputation is much concerned, and
upon which I doubt you do not much reflect: But if you fhould continue
this luxurious Cuftom of getting a lufty Boy every Year, People will think
that you Uve like a voluptuous young Man of twenty Years old, and not like

a ftaid and wife Governour of a Kingdom ; Nor am I very well fatisfied my
felf, whether it be a Thing that confifts with the Gravity of a Privy Coun-
feller, much lefs of a Lord Lieutenant. But when I confider that of fo good a
Race we cannot have too many, I am forced to leave my Cenfures to give your
Lordfhip much Joy of your Irifh-raan.

We have nothing here in Difcourfe but the fad and furprizing News of
Madame's Death ; of which your Lordfhip will have the Particulars from fo

many Hands, that I will not repeat themj nor enter into the general Reflec-
VoL. II. F f i tions
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tions that are made upon ic in all Places I think, 1 am ftire here without

Scruple or Difpute.

The Conjiabte is gone for Spaitty and left his Government much as he held

it : Nor can I judge whether it came from his natural Temper, or feme con-

traded Indifpofitions ; For his Health has been of late the Cover for it : But

thefc fix or eight iVIonths paft, he has been obftinate to hear nothing of Bu-
*Why do finefs, returning all that has offered by his neareft Officers, with * ^iiire Ma-
you kill tarme? And pafling his Time with his Virginals, his Dwarfs, and his Gracio-
mt? foes. Some fay, his Imaginations reached fo far as to raife up Spirits and Af-

faflins when he was alone.

If Spain has no greater Men, it's pity they have fo great Ufe of them ; for

I am fure, Non tali jiuxilio ncc Defenforibus ijiis Tempus eget. He has left the

Government for the interim by the Queen Regent's Order to the Count de

Monterey whom he hated} and I hear Count Marfyn fays, he will not obey a

+Who is
Man, \ ^i ne fait que naitre; becaufe he is but twenty eight Years old:

butjuft But they have fucceeded fo ill with one * ^i ne fengeoit qu'a mourir, that I

born. think it will not pafs for a very juft Exception} and our Friend Count Mar-
* Who jy„^ who is hot at Hand, will I hope come to himfelf, and help to keep all
thought Things quiet in Flanders till Don John's Arrival, which is now talk'd of, but

thine but ' *^ ^°^ ^^^ eafieft to believe it.

dying. ^ ^^S Y^"^ Lordfhip's Favour, or rather Juftice, both to efteem and ufe

me as.

My Lord, your &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, July if. N. S. 1670.

I
Was very glad to find that the great Meafure of his Majefty's Grief upon
Madame's Death, was a little leflened by the Satisfaftion he had received,

that it had palTed without th^t odious Circumflance which was at firft fo gene-

rally thought to have attended it } and of which I endeavour in my Difcourfc

here to allay the Sufpicions, fince I fee his Majefty is convinced } though it

is a very difficult Matter to fucceed in, after fo general a Poflefllon, which has

been much increafed by the Princefs Dowager's Curiofity, to ask her Phyfi-

cian's Opinions upon the Relation tr^nfmitted hither to one of them from his

Brother, who is the Dutch Secretary at Paris; and pretends it came from
Dr. Chamberlar/i, though fomething different from what he tranfmitted into

Englaml. However it happen'd, it had certainly all the Circumllances to agr

gravatc the Affidion to his Majefty} which I am infinitely touch'd with, as

well as with the Senfe of an Accident in it felf fo deplorable : But it is a ne-

ceffary Tribute we pay for the Continuance of our own Lives, to bewail the

freqiuent and fometimes untimely Deaths of our Friends. Et levius fit Patten-

tiA quicqtiid corrigere efi ncfas.

The Baron d'lfola parted this Day for Bruffeh j from whence he told mc
he would anfwer your Lordihip's laft Letter, by which he pretends to have

drawn Confidence of his Propofals fijcceeding in England with the Temper
the Dutch had given it here : But he does not prefs the Matter much at pre-

fent, becaufe he does not pretend that the Emperor's Refolutions are fully ta-

ken upon it, nor will be till after the Interview, which is as he fays about this

time contrived between the EkHors of Mentz and Triers; where an Envoy
from^ the Emperor, another from the Duke of Lorrain, and (as the Baron pre>

tends) from fomc other German Princes, are to intervene, where the Meafures
wiU be fully taken among them. In cafe his Majefty ihould fall into the

Thoujjhts of admitting that Conjundion, as Monfieur de fVitt tells me he has
likewile fomc Hopes given him from Monficur Fan Beuninghen; I thinic it

were beft however rel'erving the Declaration of any fuch Confcnt, until he
wcrR very well affiKjed of the Emperor'^ and the other German Princes final

and
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and firm Refolutions> which I know not whether we may be confident of
learning from the Baron d'Ifola, whole Bufinefs fcems to be rather firlt to draw-
out our Points, and make them his Ground for perfuading his Court to agree
with them j and thereby value himfelf both to his IVIalter, the German Princes
and others, upon his own being the Author of fo great a Negotiation : And
perhaps, if his Majefty have a mind to fee the bottom of it, and wiflics ic

effefted for common Interell fake y he could not do better than to acquaint
the EleSior of Mentz privately with his Thoughts upon it, and leave him to
make ufe of that Knowledge towards the preparing all Pieces for the Work.
For I find that Prince mull be the Spring of all the Motions that are made
in it on the German Side : So that all will depend upon his Difpofitions and
Condudj which for my part I pretend not to underltand yet in this Affair:
For though his late Envoy here vifited me with great Profeflions from his Ma-
iler to his Majefty, and much Civility to mej yet I fell into no fort of plain
or confident Difcourfe with him upon this Matter > but finding him rather
ihy in it, I refolved not to be behind-hand with him in that Point ; And fo
we parted as wife as we met.
By this Day's Port I hear, the Count de Monterey is declared Governour of

FU'rklers by way of Interim j which yet may laft longer than is thought of,
according to the flownefs or uncertainty ot the Spanijh Counfels, efpecially
Von J»bn having now finally refufed to accept that Charge. The Count
Marfyn^ I hear, fays he will not obey a Man ^ui ne fait que naitre i becaufe
the Count Monterey is but twenty eight Years old, and therefore fcts on foot
already many Brigues againft him both in Spain and Flandersywhich we here fear
may produce very ill Effcfts by increafing the Diforders in Flanders, and thereby
the Temptations of France j tho' I hope our Friend, who you know is fome-
thing hot at Hand, may yet come to himfelf : For methinks his Exception
againft the new Governor is not very juft, after having fo long obey'd a Man
that thought of nothing but dying > and for ought I hear, was by that Ap-
prehenfion render'd unfitter for his Poft than any he could have met with to
leave in it, without very great Luck. They much perfuade me here to make
a Journey to Brtijfels in this Conjundure, having heard me fpeak of it this
Summer, and of having his Majefty's leave, becaufe they know I am acquainted
with thofe at prefent upon the Scene : I find their Deputies have no Credit
there, and come back only with Diflatisfa£lion and Complaints : I fee nothing
like to take me up here, when I have obferved this Aflembly of the States of
Holland, and what they will do and promife farther in the Prince's Bufinefs
which a Fortnight will determine, and therefore am well enough inclined to
it

:
But fhould be much the more, if his Majefty ftiould think fit to compli-

ment the Count Monterey upon this Occafion, and fave the Expence of an ex-
prefs Perfon, by fending him a Letter with me to be delivered as one that
goes wholly Incognito, and without any Charafter, as was laft Year intend-
ed I Ihould have done to the Conftahk: Of which your Lordlhip can cafily fa-
tisfy me.

j > r i

I find, the Prince has put ofF the Thoughts of his Journey till towards the
fitting of the Parliament, upon what your Lordlhip laft writ : By whofe Ad-
vice his Highnefs refolves to ftecr in the Courfe of his Affairs and Motions re-
lating to England.

I ma ever^

M^ Lord, j/^ur &c.

Ta



2 26 Letters (?/ .V/> William Temple,

I

To Sir John Trevor.

S I R^ Hague^ July zz. N. S. \6jo.

Am at once to acknowledge both yours of the ift and j-th current, with the

inclofed Names of the Scotch Minifters in the firftj and in the other the

hifl: Paper concerted with Monfieur Fan Beuninghen concerning the Affair of
Surinam.

Upon what concerns the Scotch Minifters, I gave in yeftcrday a Memorial to

the States; upon which I received this Day a Meflage from them, expreffing

their Readinefs to perform all Parts of their Treaties with his Majeftyj and
dcfiring to know from me the feveral prefent Abodes of the faid Perfons, to

the end they might dire£t their Orders to them accordingly. But in this Point
I was not able to anfwcr them at fo fhort Warning, having not yet upon En-
quiry heard of any of the three Perfons, excepting Mackard^ who it fecms lived

fome Months fince privately at Utrecht -, but whether he continues ftill there

or no, I am yet ignorant : And therefore I told the States Agent, That I

would endeavour to inform my felf of their Abodes if I could j but would not
take upon me to find them out in any certain Place, fince it was the Cuftom
and Intereft of fuch Men to be as private as they could, and to fhift often:

And therefore I did not fee any thing likely to reach them, but a Publication

of their Names, with the States Orders for their avoiding thefe Domini-
ons J which at fome Time and Place or other could not fail of coming to

them, and have the fame Effed that could be expected from a more particu-

lar Dircftion.

I fpoke with Monfieur de IVitt this Morning concerning your laft Paper o\
Surinam, which he perufed, having not feen it before, nor heard any thing of
it from Monfieur Fan Beuninghen : And therefore he faid, the States could
not fall upon the Debate of it without knowing upon what Grounds or Con-
fiderations Monfieur Fan Beuninghen might have made thefe Changes, fince

his laft Paper upon this Subjeft, which they expefted would have been final

in this Matter. Befides fome Point wherein he thought the Style not fo

clear, he cbferved two main Alterations in the Subftance: The firft is, that
* Cannons Q^x Ships could not carry * Des Canons month dans la Ri'Viere : Which he

*""T''/^
faid, imports that they might carry what Cannon they pleafc, fo they were

^"^
'"
not mounted, which is not the Bufincfs of an Hour's time ; and is contrary (as

he faid) to your firft Agreement with Monfieur Fan Beuninghen. The fecond

v,'as, concerning Major Beuninghen ; whofe Landing is here pofitively allowed
with the Liberty of going to his own Colony. Both which were (as he fays)

referred in Monfieur Fan Beuninghen''^ laft Paper to the Governor's Difcretion

and Judgment, whether it might be done without Danger of the Colony.
Upon both thefe Points \vc had large Difcourfes, which ended with his aflu-

ring mc, that he ft.ould be the laft to raife any Scruples upon either of them j

but doubted that the Zclanders might thereupon (efpecially the laft concern-

ing Major Bannifter) change their late Proteftations to Clamours, which might
occafion the States General to make more Difficulty in thefe Changes, unlels

they were fatisfied in the Reafons of them by Monfieur Fan Beuninghe7i's Dif-

patchcs, to which all was of Neceflity to be referred.

I hear Monfieur Lionne entertained the Dutch Secretary at Paris with the

News he had received from Madtid, of that Crown's joining this State with
his Majefty and Sweden in the Arbitrage j and at the fame time with many
Reafons why his Mafter could not admit of it j tho' he faid he had not yet

communicated it to him : However the declared Opinion of fuch a Minifter
feems to raife a ftrong Prejudice in the Cafe.

1 am forry the Bufinefs of Conventicles gives you fo much Trouble, and
could wifti we were at a good End of all fuch Controverfies, which make his

Majefty appear abroad to have fo great and ponfiderablc a number of Subjefbs

that have not Icam'd to obey him, and cohfequently make up no part of his

Strength, but fcem rather to leflen it, and amufe People both at home and

abroad



and other Mimjlers of State. ±17

abroad with Imaginations of Changes. Yet Monfieur Fan Eeuninghen hath re-

prefented it hither as a Buiinefs which his Majefty will cafier mafter than you
feem to be confident of : But their Intereft here may help them to believe as

well as to defire it, upon the Expeftation of fo many Perfons and Stocks as

will be brought over to them upon this Occafion > and make as they fuppofe

a confiderable Increafe of their Trade, and Diminution of ours. I am always,

S I R^
Toury &c.

To the Count de Monterey.

HaguCf July zz.

My Lord, iV- S. 1670.

HAving long taken part in what
regards the Perfon and Interefts

of your Excellency, and having heard

of your Advancement to fo great a

Charge as that of Governour of the

Netherlands, I would not fail of gi-

ving you Joy, and letting you know
the Satisfa£tion I receive by it upon
many Accounts. For, fince by the

Force of the prefent Conjundtures, it

will be often neceflary for me in the

Poft I am in, to have fomething or

other to negotiate with the Governour

of Flanders, about the common Inte-

refts ; I lliall be very glad to enter in-

to Bufinefs where I have already en-

ter'd into Friendfhip, and to have to

deal with a Perfon who has already gi-

ven me fo many Teftimonies of his

fair and prudent manner of tranfa£ting,

as well as of his particular Inclination

for confirming the Alliance between

the Crowns of both our Mafters, and

for the Advancement of their Inte-

refts, wherein the Welfare and Repofe
of Chrifiendom are concern'd. And
whereas the good Order of Affairs in

Flanders is very important to his Ma-
jefty and the other Parties of theTriple

yllliance, as well as to the Crown of

Spain; I will hope, that by your Ex-
cellency's Condudb fome good Order
may be taken for fettling the Affairs

of the Militia of this Countrey ; and in

the mean time, an end be put to the

Complaints and Miferies of the Inha-

bitants, fince a Government is never

well eftablifhed but in the Hearts of

the Subjefts ; nor fo hard to be flia-

ken, as when the Generality of the

People as well as the Nobility, finds

no Intereft in the Change. I doubt

not but your Excellency propofes thefe

Ends,

Au Comte de Monterey.

De la Haye, zi.Juill.
Monfieur, S. N. i6jo.

A2a!it pris depuls long terns heau-
cotip de part dans tout ce qui

touche la perfonne £5? Ics interets de
F. E. i^ vcnant d'apprendre quWlc a
ete pourvit d'lme charge auffi impor-
tante que Veft celle de Gouverneur de
Pa'is-bas j je n'ay pas 'voulu. manquer
a luy donner el para bien, ^ temoigner

la joye que fen ay reffentie pour plu-

fieurs raifons. Car puifque par Ven-
chainement des conjonElures prefentes, (^
dans le pofle ok je fuis, il me [era fou-
i-ent 7ieceJ]aire de negotier, ^ d^avoir
qiielque chofe a demeler avec le Gou-
verneur de Flandres, je feral frn't aife
d'avoir une liaifon d'affaires avec celuy

avec qui j'ay deja des liaifons d'amitie j

je me felicite d'avoir a faire a un fage

difpenfateur qui m'a deja donne tan't de
marques de fa noble £5? judicieufe maniere
d''agir. Avec quelle joye je n'ay point

vu votre penchant particulier a afermir
Talliance entre les deux Couronnes de nos

Maitres, (^ votre inclination a avancer
des interets qui nc tendent aujourdhuy
qu'a procurer le honheur fj? le repos de
la Chretiente. Comme fa Majejle i3
ceux de la Triple Alliance ont fort a
cceur Vetat des affaires de Flandres, aufft

bien que la Couronne d'Efpagne j je me
fais un plaifir de penfer que par la bon-
ne condiiite de F. E. on fera enfin quel-

que bon reglement touchant la milice des

Pais-bas, {5? qu'en meme terns on met-
tra fin aux plaintes (3' aux miferes des

habitans } puis qii'un Gouvernement n'efi

jamais fi f&rement etabli, que lors qu'il

a [on fiege dans le cceur des Sujets. Rien
n'efi: fi difficile a ebranler qu''iin Etat ou
la multitude du peuple aufft bien que la

Nobleffe n'apper^oit point d'avantage
dans un changement. Je ne doute point

que F. E. ne fe foit deja p-opofi^ toutes

(TS
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Ends, and will fuccccd in them, bc-

caufe you are too generous to mix
with them your own PafTions or parti-

cular Intcrcfts, which will not be lefs

glorious to you, than profitable and

happy to Cbrijiendom. And befides the

Advantage Spain will make by your
Excellency's good Conduft, they will

fave themfelves the Trouble to think

of a new Govcrnour, or to end an In-

terim fo advantageous to them.
My belt Wiihes fhall not be want-

ing to your Excellency, nor my Ser-

vices, upon all Occafions where they

fhall be necefTaryj for no Man is with

more Efteem and Truth than I am,

My Lord.,

Your Excellency''s nioji humble

and moji affeSlionate Servant.

ces fins., y qu'elle n'y reuffiffe., ayant une

elevation d'ame aj/e's grande pour n^y laif-

fer point entrer Jes propres paffions^ ni

aucun interet perfonel. Une telle conduite

ne liiy [era pas mains glorieufe qu'elle fe-
ra utile pour la Chretiente., (5? outre le

profit que VEfpagne en tirera^ elk luy

fauvera le foin de fonger ct un nouveau

Gouverneur, fjf luy fiera prendre le parti

de prolonger un fi heureux interim.

Mes voeux ne manqueront jamais a
V. E. £5? mes fervices feconderont mes
voeux., toutes les fois qu'ils luy feront

neceJJ'aires } car il n'y a perfonne qui foit

avec plus d'efiime y de vcrite que je fuis^

Monfieur,

Votre, 6cc.

To Sir John Trevor.

S I R^ Hague, July 29. N.S. i6jo.

IA M to acknowledge one from you of the nth, and hope the Dutch Cap-
tain you therein mention, is before this time arrived, and will prove what

you defire him, and thereby deferve the Encouragement you intend him. I

know not why Monfieur Fan Beuninghen fhould at prefent receive the Propofi-

tion concerning the Emperor's Admiflion > fince Monfieur confefTes he
thinks there will be Difficulties made in it by the Emperor himfclf j who has

not yet declared himfelf to the Elector of Mentz, nor I believe, to the Baron
d'Ifula neither} tho' it be true what you obferve, that it ought to be authen-

tickly demanded on that Side.

I hear no Hopes at all from France, of admitting this State into a part of
the Arbitrage : So that if Spain perfifts in the Demand of it, as France no
doubt will do in the Rcfufal, we {hall be as much to feek in the End of the

\'tw, as we were in the Beginning.

For what concerns the Commands I received about the three Scotch Mini-
fters v though I cannot find out their prefent Abodes, yet I queftion not to

obtain what is defired againll them : There can only be one Scruple, if thefe

States will adhere flridly to- the Treaty, which is the authcntick Knowledge

of their being declared Rebels by his Majeftyj which I fhould be glad to

know, if it be fo ; tho' I fhall in the mean time purfue it, as if I expe&ed no
farther Informations.

1 have fo far prefs'd them here upon an*enting to the laft Paper tranfmitted

by Monfieur Fan Beuninghen upon the Affair of Surinam, that the States of
Holland have agreed to it, and appointed three Perfons to endeavour either to

difpofc or to quiet the Zeelandcrs, and to pafs it in the States General 'j and I

hope it will fuccccd, the Town o( Amflerdam concerning themfelves particular-

ly in it for the Support of Monfieur Fan Beuninghcn's Credit.

The Aflembly of the States of Holland will feparate on Friday next, and are

yet likely to agree in the long agitated Impofirions upon the French Commo-
dities before they part ; the Town of Rotterdam having (as 1 hear) this Day at

length
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length aflented j but with Condition that it fhall not be executed till after
Monfieur de Groofs Arrival in France, and Account from thence whether that
King be difpofed to difpenfe with the late Rigours there ufed for difcouragino-
all Dutch Commodities.

°

Tho' nothing has been yet mention'd this Affembly concerning the Prince 5
yet I am made believe they may, before they part, fettle a Pcnfion upon him,
though a fmall one of twenty four or thirty thoufand Franks a Year, being on-
ly in Confideration of his Selfion in the Council of State. I am always,

^

SIR,

To Sir John Trevor.

SIR, Hague, Jug. 12. N. S. i6jo.

Since my iaft, the States Agent brought me a Copy of the Letter they had
agreed on to the Governor of Surinam ; which I fuppofe they delay'd

till about the Time of their difpatching it away, becaufe they knew I would
except againfl the Limitation given to Major Bannifiefs Landing ; tho' they
aflure me, the Governor iliall have Orders not to hinder it without very evi-
dent Knowledge of the ill Confequence it may have upon the Peace of the Co-
lony ; and that the Zeelanders were fo iharp in this Point, that they could not
pafs it in any other Form. I have likewife fince my laft been aflured from the
feveral Minifters here, that the Orders I defire concerning the Scotch iVIiniilers

would be granted : But that the thing being propofed to the States of Holland
then aflembled, whom it moft concerned, the Perfons being fuppofed to be in

their Province ; feveral of the Deputies declared they would not refolve with-
out communicating it firft to their Towns, among whom thofe of Rotterdam
were the chief: But their Penfioner Monfieur i^(? Groot, upon his Departure
from hence laft Saturday towards France, afflu-ed me of his Endeavours to clear

all Scruples in it before he left that Town.
I have fince received your Commands in one of the 24th paft concerning

* Coronet Joyce, to which I can yet make no Return, Monfieur de IFitt being « ^^
out of Town, and not expefted till To-morrow : And I raiift firft break it ^ tionld'm
him, by whom I can beft know what I may hope for from the States in it; the^Hifto-

and withal contrive how it may pafs with fuch Circumftances of Secrecy, that rtcs ofK.
the Noifc may not go before the Shot. By the next I hope to give you an Charles I,

Account how I am likely to fucceedj and in the mean time will only afliire you^"'"
''^'"''"

of my utmoft Diligence in a Matter wherein you fay his Majefty is fo much ^!f
'^"^

concerned.
p^^f^

>

T doubt not but a great part of Monfieur Fan Beuninghen's Errand was to from
difpofe us towards the Admiffion of the Emperor, and therefore wonder not at Holme-
his enforcing that Propofition : But yet, fure the Ground of his Journey was ^^•

the Defire of findmg iome Temper in the Bufinefs of the Eafl-Inclia Trade,
wherein I am very glad you hope for Satisfaftion from him j I mean upon that
fingle Article whichhas fo long ftopp'd the Marine Treaty, and foiled me ab-
folutely in the Purfuic of it. For the other Point, I know not yet whether
Monfieur de IFitt has received any new Account from Mentz of the E;nperor's

Intentions > nor how much it fignifies what the Baron d'tfola tells me. That
the Imperial Miniiler there, has declared his Mafter's Refolution, of referring

himfelf wholly to that Eleclur for the Conduft and Conclufion of that /Affair :

And that the laid Elector hath declared his Judgment of its being both fit and
neceflary ; but that as to the Propofition of Forces to be furnilhed by the fe-

veral Princes, he could not proceed to afcertain it, without more particular
Direftions from the Emperor, tho' his Mmifter there prefs'd him to it. All
which feems to me a very general and loofe Account for his Majefty to pro-
ceed upon; and to have ibmething of the Baron d'Ifola in it, as well as of die
Vol. 11. G g ' Nego-
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Negotiations of Mcntz : And yet this is all the Light I can get at prefent > nor

do 1 well know where to expcft better, the States Envoy having already left

that Place.

I fhall not fail of performing all the Offices you plcafc to enjoin mc towards

the prcferving our mutual Confidence in this Conjundturc) which I have en-

deavour'd in all my Difcour/es here upon the Duke of Buckingham's Journey

into France, fincc I firft: heard of it : And I am confident to have fuccccded

with the moft Rational and Intelligent. For common Authors, they are not

to be dealt with, being too many and too credulous to be reafon'd with upon
fuch Points : The bell is, their Credit is of as little Weight as their Belief, and

at lafl: Truth will ever out.

I hear the Count Molina parted from Madrid upon his way through France

into England about fixtcen Days fince } fo as he ought to be by this time well

advanced. The Spanijl} Ambafllidor is likewil'e upon his Return from Brujfels

hither i which, with other Marks, confirm me in the Opinion of the Count

de Monterey'^ being likely to find a long Interim in the Government of Flan-

ders.

I have nothing more to increafe your Trouble, befides the Profeffion of my
beinor always,

SIR,
Tour, 6cc.

To Mr. Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, Aug. \z. N. S. 1670.

I
AM to acknowledge the Favour I have lately received of two from you of

the lid and 26th palt, with the Advices you were pleafed to give mc of

what pafles with you in my Lord Arlington's Abfence : and know not what
better Return I can make you from fo barren a Scene as this is at prefent, but

continuing the Orders 1 gave upon Mr. Blaithnaaifs going out of Town, for

all the Prints as well as the Papers of Occurrences, to be conftantly tranfmit-

ted to you by my other Secretary Mr. Downton ; who tells me he does not fail

you in thefe Points, no more than I fhall do in any other wherein I can ferve

you here.

I thought in a time of fo little Motion or Talk, to have ufed his Majefty's

Leave for a (hort Journey into Flanders; but fome fmall Matter flill arifes to

keep me from being wholly idlej and among others, the Shadow of the Suri-

nam Bufinefs haunts me flill, tho' Monfieur f^an Beuningben aflured me he

would lay it upon his going over. I lliould be glad to know if you find him as

eloquent in a Court as they do in an Aflembly of States here, and that he proves

as good at Concluding as at Reafoning.

I know to a Perfon of fo much Bufinefs, an empty Letter is an Interruption,

therefore will add nothing to this, but the Profeffion of being,

SIR,
Tour moji humble Servant.

To Sir John Trevor.

SIR, Hague, Aug. if. iV. S. 1670.

UPON Tiicfday Night Monfieur de JVitt returned to Town; and the next
Morning I went to him upon the Afl^iir wherewith you had charged me

in your two lail; Letters, whereof that of the 10th paft gave me notice of the
Yatcht's being difpatch'd away. I related the Occafion to Monfieur ck IVitt,

and
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nnd his Majefty's Defire upon it, as near as I could in the Manner and Termi
you h.id imparced them to me 5 adding of my own whatever I could think of,-

concerning the Intereft of this State in fuch Compliances to his Majefty, efpe-
cially where his Perfon was concerned j and how fit it was for them to pafs

over the Want of fmall Circumftanccs and Obligations of Treaties, in Matters
of fo great Importance to a King fo nearly ally'd to them, and in whofe Safe-
ty and Quiet they were fo deeply concern'd. He allowed all this latter part
of my Difcourfe ; and for the Matter it ielf which I defired, he told me, That
whatever the States were obliged to by the Treaty, they had Pov/er to enjoin
the Execution of, becaufe every Province had already given their Confenc to*

it : But in other Maters the States General had no Power upon any Point where-
in the Jurifdi£tion of a particular Province was concerned : The Union conlift-

ing of feven Provinces, whofe Sovereignty remained ftill entire to each of
them. That for this Rcafon it was impoflible to feizc upon a Man refiding in

Holhnd^ and fend him over to his Majelty by any other Power but that ot the

States of Holland^ who were not now aflembled. That the feizing of thofe

Criminals by Sir George Dozvning^ happen'd to have been defired at a time when
the States were aflembled, who gave their general Confent to it : Whereas if

the Town wherein they were had diflented and fiood upon their Privileges, it

had not been in the Authority of the Stales of Holland themfelves to com-
mand it.

After my Expoftulations upon thefe Forms in their Government, whicH
made it much harder to treat with them, than they found it to treat with o~
ther Princes } and Monfieur de Witfs Deduftion of the feveral Sovereignties

of their Provinces, and Privileges of their Towns from their Original, as well
as the framing them into an Union (rather than a Government) for their com-
mon Defence: We fell at laft into the Confideration of what could be done
upon the prefent Bufinefs, fince we had found what could not. And he told

me with great Profeffions of his own Defire to fee it fucceed, that if 1 put ivt

a Memorial to the States General, befides the Danger of having it grow pub-
lick, I fhould lofe juft fo much timej whereas all they could do would be but
to recommend it to the Committee de Raedt of Holland, to difpofe the Magi-
llrates of Rotterdam to feize upon the Perfon I defired, and keep him fafely

guarded, without fuffering any Approach to him but by my Order, until the

next Aflembly of the States of Holland, which will be about a Month hence

:

And this, he faid, the Committee might do of themfelves j and he hoped they

would, upon my writing a Letter to the Prefident, efpecially if I would take

the Pains to fpeak before-hand to the feveral Members of it : And in this he
promifed mc his Affiftanccj and withal, that if the Magiflrates of Rotterdam
would feize and guard him till the Afl'embly of the States o^ Holland, he would
then ufe all his Endeavours to difpofe the faid Aflembly to fend him over to the
King, though he doubted much Difficulty in it> and that the Town of Rot-
terdam would never confent to it, without an A£t from his Majefty to the

States, that he fhould be remanded to their Town after he had been examin'd

:

For without fuch an .^£t, he faid, the Town of Dort had abfolutcly refufed

to fend a Perfon within their Jurifdiftion to the States themfelves.

Upon all thefe Difcourfcs I refolved as the beft I could do, to fpeak feve-

rally that Evening with all the Members of the Commitee de Raedt that

were in Town, which I did as late as I could, fo as to give the leaft Time for

the Matters taking vent. They all agreed in the fame Account of the Con-
ftitution of their Government, which Monfieur dc Witt had given me> and af-

fured me they would aft as far in this Bufinefs as they could do, if it came to

them from the States General : But withal agreed they could dp no more than
recommend it to the Magiftratcs of Rotterdam, upon whofe Refolutions it

would wholly depend. While I was late in thefe Vifits on Wednefday Night,
Captain Harris came to my Houfe, and told me of the Yatcht's being come
to the Briell, but fo ill ufed by the Storm fhe had met with, that flie would
need fome Repair before fhe could go to Sea again j which I was very forry to
hear, confidering how ill her Voyage was likely to fucceed, and that I had no
hopes offending her back wich her intended Charge. The next Morning be-

VoL. II. G g 2 ing;
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ing Tlrirfday^ I n.'nt my Letters to the Prefident jiift upon his going into the

Committee: And within an Hour after, Monficur dc IFttfs Biother who is

:i Member of it, came to me, and told mc, That they had written a Letter to

the Magiilraics of 7?o//«Y/rt/?/ to the fame Piirpofc I de fired, and with all the

Earnellnels they could ; and to enforce it the more upon them, had appoint-

ed hiin and Monfieur Foorbargh, another Member of the laid Committee, to

go immediately thither, and to difpofe the Magillratcs all they could to the

effectual Execution of what was delired.

I acknowledged the Care and Compliance of the Committee 5 and bccaufe

I knew all depended upon Suddennefs and Secrecy, and that I had been af-

fured the Day before of Joyce's being in Town, I told him that I was rcfol-

vcd to go my fclf, but as privately as I could, and be there as foon as they:

And while they were difpohng the Magiftrates of the Town, I would endea-

vour to fet the Fellow, lb as to be fure of him when the Scout fhould have

Orders to apprehend him. After this I went ftraight to Rotterdayn, and got pri-

vately into a Houfe within three Doors of Joyce's j and had not been there

an Hour, when the Agent I employ'd to find him out, had met with him in

the Street, and ftaid with him till he faw him go home to his own Houfe. I

lent immediately to my two Commiffioners, (who I heard had arrived fome

time before me in Town) to give them notice of it, in hopes of their being

ready for me : But I found they were at the Toivn-ioufc^ where the Magi-

llratcs had been afl"embled ever fince their Arrival j and they could not be fpoke

with by the Peribn I fent to them till about an Hour after : And then they

told him, that they had been dealing all that Time with the Magillrates, who
made great Difficulties in the Bufinefs, and they could not yet give me Ac-
count what they would refolve, but as foon as they could, they would come
themfelves and give me notice of it. Atter this ! waited with great Spight and

Impatience till about five Hours after the Magiftrates had been firft aftembled :

The greatelt part of which Time I could not have failed of my Prize, if they

had fent their Officers. But after feven a Clock at Night, my two Commif-
fioners came to me and told mc they had never feen the Magiftrates in greater

Perplexity, which h.id kept them fo many Hours unrefolved what to do

:

That they faid. It was abfolutely againft the Privileges of their Town, to

feize upon any Man without a particular Charge being ready againft him

:

That this Man they heard, was a kind of mad extravagant Fellow : That hav-

ing long refided in their Town, he could be guilty of nothing towards his

Majefty, unlefs it were of Words, which People were very free of in their

Countreyj and amounted not to a Crime that was thought to deferve Impri-

fonment. That, they fhould have been glad to know the Words he was ac-

cufed of> and that if they Ihould feize a Man without any particular Charge,

the Surety and Prote£tion of their Town would be difcredited, upon which

much of their Trade depended : And that they were confident, no Town ia

Holland would do what was defired of them. That however for his Majefty's

fake, and at the Inltance of the two Commiffioners, they had at laft refolved

he fhould be feized on, and that I fhould have the examining of him if I

pleafed: But that if I could exhibit no particular Charge againft him, and he

did not make himfelf guilty by his own Confeffion, they muft releafe him the

next Day. I replied plainly, this was juft nothing to the Purpofe, and was

only fo much Noife without any EfTeft, That the King's Demand was to

have him fent over, and that fince that could not be done without the Aflem-

bly of the States of Hoi and, my Defire was to have the Man feized upon and

kept till the fiiid AfTembly, or at leaft till I received farther Orders from his

Majefty, and lefs than this was nothing at all. Hereupon one of the Com-
miffioners feeing how much I ftomach'd this Dealing, told me, the Magi-
ftrates had not abfolutely faid they would releafe him : But the other reply'd,

That it was true they had not abfolutely faid it, but that he muft confefs he

found it was their Intention. For my part, I thought it was beft at a venture

to be once feized on him if I could, and try whether I could get any Thing
out of him upon his firft Surprize, and leave the reft to farther Endeavours j

and therefore I dcfircd however that he might be feized. They told me, the

Magiftrates



and other Mimflers of State. 1 1

1

Magiflrates doubted he was not in Town, but when I had taken off that by
Evidence to the contrary, they faid the Magiftrates did not know the Man^
nor any of their Officers. But if I could fend Ibme body that did to the Town-
houfe, they would (end their Scout with him to execute what I defired. This
I prefcntly did ; but the Perion I fent found the Magiftrates ftill unrefolved,

and in very ill Humour about itj and Hiying befides a great deal of what the
two Commillioners had before told me, That in cafe Joyce had faid he would
Isill the BHrgomafiers^ or burn their Town, yet they fhould never have thought
of impiifoning him for it : And that it was hard to be put upon Things fo

contrary to their Privileges and their Cuftoms, as well as their Interells. My
Agent finding thefe Difficulties, defired leave for me to feize him with fuch
Perfons as I could find my felf : But this they faid could by no means be done}
and if it fhould be attempted without the Officers of the Town, the Burghers
would certainly rile and refcue him. With thefe kind of Debates they put
him off about an Hour longer, making him twice withdraw and come in a-

gain to them : But at laft, when it was grown a very dark Night, they gave
Order to their Scout to go with him, and apprehend the Fellow. Hereupon
they went and fearched his Houfe, but without finding him, and two other
of his ufual Haunts with the flime Succefs j but they found evident Marks of
his having had Notice given him of his Danger: For one at his Houfe faid,

He wonder'd I would fearch for a mad Man; and that if he were aflured I de-

fired only to examine him, perhaps it might be donej but that for the pre-

fent he knew not v^here he was, having taken the Key of his back Door,
where he ieemed to believe he was gone out. By all that had happen'd, I

found plainly the Magiftrates of the Town had no Intention the Thing fhould
be done •, and began to be alTured of what I had always doubted, that fuch a
Pack of Ralcals of fo many Sorts as had been long nelted in that Town (more
indeed than in all the reft oi Holland) had not made this Choice without feme
good AfTurances from the Magiftrates, of being protefted there. I found as

plainly that without their refolute and fair dealing in ir, 'twas to no purpofe
for me to endeavour it; and that my being there was already known, and had
given fuch an Alarm, that fome of Joyce's Crew were walking continually up
and down the Streets thereabouts ever fince it grew dark, and others of theirt

flanding at his Door and his Windows : And therefore feeing that till this

Alarm was over, there was no hopes of finding my GatriC} I refolved to fpeak
with the prefiding Burgomajler, and engage him as far as I could for the ef-

feftual Purfuit of the Bufinefs ; and make him fee I underftood well enough
how it failed, and where it depended, and fo leave the Town before Morning
to give the Fellow the more Security. I fent to the Burgomajler about ten a
Clock at Night, defiring not to have it taken notice of when I fpoke with
him : But he fent me his Excufe by faying he was in Bed : After which I fenc

for the Scout ; and when he had confefs'd he had Orders to take the Fellow,
and that he knew him very well (contrary to what the Magiftrates had pre-
tended) I faid all that I could poffibly to engage him in the Purfuit of it j and
told him, as the beft Argument, that I would give him my felf a hundred
Ducatoons as foon as ever it was done, beGdes reprefenting his Diligence fo to
his Majefty, as that he might expe£t a greater Gratuity. And for the better
effeftirig of it, I defired him to get me the Keys of the Town-gate that was
near me, refolving then to go out of Town, and to pafs with Torches before
Joyce's Door, that fo he might fee I was gone, and with me the Perfons I

had employ'd in this Bufinefs, and thereby grow fecure of any farther Dan-
ger for that Night. And I defired him that about an Hour or two after, he
would once more fearch for him at his Houfe, and other Places where he ufed.
All this he promifed very fairly, and all other Diligences in it for the future j

but to fay the Truth, in fuch a manner, that I perceived plainly the Fellow
had his Inftructions given him after another Fafhion, from thofe that had more
to do with him than I. And though I have expefted fome News from him
all this Day, I yet hear nothing. Since my coming Home I have fpoken a-
gain with ivlonfieur de IVitt^ who profelTes to be very forry for my ill Suc-
cefs i fays I did prudently in coming away after my firft Attempt failed : That

he



2J4 Letters <?/ Sir William Temple,

he knows not what to judge of the Magillratcs proceeding till the Reiurn of

the Comminioncrsi and hopes fomctliing may be yet done by them, becaufe

they were not come back this Afternoon. He fays he writ two Letters

himfelf to the Magiftrates, belldes that of the Committee, to difpofe them

more} becaufe he knew all would depend upon their hearty or faint Proceed-

ing in it, and allures me of all his i:arther Endeavours.

For the Bufinefs of Surinam ; they will not believe their lafl: Letter fhould

not fatisfy, fince Monficur f^an Bcuninghen had reprcfented that Banniflcr''s

abfolute PermilTion as a Thing dcfired by you, but not infilled upon : So that

if it be farther prefs'd, it mull be by your Orders after you received the lall

Papers.

1 ask your Pardon for any ill Digeftion of this Letter, as well as for writing

it in another Hand, which my Eyes force me to j and may all be attributed to

the Want of Sleep thefe two Nights lall pall. 1 am however,

S I R,

Your, Sec.

To my Lord Keeper.

My Lord, Hague, Jug. I p. N. S. 1670.

IHave lately received the Honour of one from your LordlTiip of the 26th

part ; by which I was very forry to find that any Occafions had at all with-

drawn your Lordfhip's ufual Concurrence in all great Affairs, wherein his Ma-
jelly ufes the Advice as well as Labours of his Minillers. For the Steadincfs

of your Lordlhip's Judgment, and Direftnefs of your Application to his Ma-
jelly's and the Kingdom's Honour and Advantage in all your Counfels, gave

me at my lall coming over hither much Confidence in the fucccfsful Courie of

our AlTairs both at Home and Abroad : And the more your Lordfhip ellranges

your felf from them, the more my Confidence in that kind is like to abate j

becaufe I am apt to think it not only an /// T'Aiw?, but an /// Sign too.

I am glad to receive your Lordlhip's Opinion concerning the Continuance
of our Meafures abroad, becaufe I fee not at prefent where we can take better:

And I the more need fome fuch Encouragements as your Opinion gives me ;

becaufe, to fay the Truth, 1 Ihould not be very apt to concur with you in it

from the Obfervation I can make from hence of feveral other Circumllances

:

However, nothing ought to difcourage fuch publick Hearts as your Lordlhip
from contributing all they can to the Firmnefs of fuch Counfels, as they elleem

moft jull and fafe at leall, if we are not in Condition to think fo fiir as glorious:

MuUa dies variufque Labor mutabilis JLvi

Detulit in melius

We have nothing new nor material in prefent Agitation upon this Scene.

The lall little Commiflion I had was as troublefome as unfuccefsful ; and pro-

ceeded certainly in the Manner of it, from want of knowing or confidering

the Conllitutions of this Government > which makes me confident your Lord-

lhip had no Part in direfting in it, no more than my Lord Arlington^ who was
out of Town.

I wifn your Lordfhip perfe6l Health and Satisfaction j and that when neither

of thefe make it necellary, you may not be too much at your Countrey-Houfe.

Tho' in all Places 1 Ihall be ever with equal Conllancy and Truth,

MyLORD^
7'onr Lordjliifs, 6cc.

r*
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To the Duke of Buckingham.

My Lord^ Hague, Aug. zi. N. S. i6jo.

AS your Grace will, I hope, meet with many new Entertainments on this

Side the Water > fo you mull, I fear, be content with fome new Trou-
bles: For both ufually happen upon all Changes. I wifh your Grace all that

can be of the firft, andfhould not have given you any of the other, but to re-

joice with you upon your happy Arrival at Paris.

From fo little and fo barren a Scene as this is at prefcnt, I cannot offer at

informing your Grace of any Thing ; efpecially, fince Men expe£t here to

receive all their material Informations from your Motions where you now are,

and from what fhall fucceed them at your Return. Bur, to leave thefe Peo-

ple in their doubtful and myjllcal RefleSlions -, I fliall not interrupt either your

Grace's Bufinefs or Leifure with any Thing but what is plain and certain j for

nothing is more fo, than that I am with equal Paffion and Truth,

My Lord,

Tour Grace's mojl obedient

and moft humble Servant.

To my Lord Falconbridge.

My Lord, Hague, Aug. 2i. N. S. 1570.

I
Was very glad to find by your Lord(Tiip's of the firft current, that the Sud-
dennefs of your Return therein mentioned, was owing to the Difpatch of

your Bufinefs in Italy, and to the Care of your Health j and confequently,

that you receive from it both Honour and Satisfaftion. I fhall efteem it a
great deal of both to me, if you continue fo favourable Intentions as you ex-

prefs, of taking this Place in your way j where your Lordfhip may promife
your felf whatever my Services can be worth to you. I expe6t my Lord of

EJfex with my Lady here every Dayj unlefs they have changed their Defign
fince their Arrival at Hamburgh., where they came about ten Days fince, after

my Lord's having difpatch'd all his Affairs in the Danifi Court. Our Treaty
with Spain for regulating the Affairs of the Indies, came figned to London
laft Week, from whence I doubt nor, it will be fuddenly remitted with its

Ratification. All here is in great Quiet and Silence, and like to continue fo,

unlefs France furnilh us with fome new Difcourfe.

I have hitherto writ by Mr. Perivich's Conveyance, but choofe to fend this

by Sir John Finclfs, who is like to be a nearer Obferver of your Motions.
But I will not give your LordHiip a long and empty Interruption, which has

little elfe to bear it out befides the Profellion of my being.

My LORD,

Your Lordjhip's tnojl

faithful humble Servant,

r#
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To the Great Duke of Tufcany. Au Grand Due de Tofcane.

SIR,
Hague

.f
Jug. if.

N. S. 1670.

I
Received almoft at the fame time

the Honour of two Letters from

your moft Serene Highnefs, one of

Alarch the 51ft, with an entire Vin-
tage of the fineft Wines oi Italy -y and

the other of the fth Inftant, with your
Highnefs's Condolences upon the Death
of Madame. The great Delay of the

Ship that brought the Wine, and your

Highnefs's great Difpatch to make a

Compliment fo fad and fo obliging,

were the caufc that two Letters of lo

different date, arrived almoft together.

For I have much reafon to commend
the Diligence of Monfieur Fcrroni, in

conveying me all your Highnefs's Fa-

vours. I find the Wines admirable,

and feeming to referable their Prince,

in having loft nothing of their natural

Tafte or Goodnefs, by the length of

their Voyage, or the Extremes of

Heats or Colds. And herein I am
more obliged to your Highnefs than

you imagine, not only for having made
me tafte the Delights of fo fine a Cli-

mate info miferable a one as thisj but
alfo for having by the fame Means
given me the Talent of a Drinker, a

Qiiality I wanted very much to ac-

quit my felf of an Embafly in Holland.

I cannot tell whether your Highnefs

by your moving ExprefTions upon the

deplorable Death of Madame, has

more difcovercd the Beauty of your
Wit, or the Greatnefs of your Afi'ec-

tion to the King my Mafter: There-

fore I hope your Highnefs will not

take it ill that I have fent his Majefty

a Copy of your laft Letter, by which
you have given fuch fcnfible Proofs of
the part you take in whatever hap-
pens to the Royal Family.
The States General are very much

furprized at the News brought them
this day from France., in an Exprefs fent

them from their Minifter at Paris.,

which aftures them of the March of

the

De la Haye, Ic 2f
Monfieur, Aout S. N. 1670.

T'y/)' quaft refu en meme terns les deux

I
Lettres que V- A- S'^^- nCa fait

*^ Yhonneur de m^ecrire; rune datee

</« 3 1 de Mars., £s? accompagnee des plus

riches 'vendanges d' Italic., je leux dire^

de fes vins les plus exquis; £«? Vautre
du f dti courant, axec les complimens de

condoleance de F. A. fur la mort de

Madame. Le long retardewent du na-

vire qui a apporti les vins, (s' Vemp'cffe-

ment de V. A. a me faire un compliment

auffi trifle qu''obligeant ; ces deux chofes

ont fait, que deux Lettres fi fort e~

loignees par leurs dates, fe font prefque

rencontrees a leiir arrivce. Car fay
beaucoup a me loiier de la diligence avec

laquelle Monfieur Ferroni tache de me
faire tenir les faveurs de V. A. Les
vins rn'ont paru excellens ; £<? fi fofois.j

je dirois volontiers, qu'ils femllent tenir

quelque chofe du Prince qui les envoie;

les changemens de Climat, la longueur £5?

les traverfes du tranfport, la rigueur de

rhyver, ni les ardeurs de Vete, ne luy

ont rien fait perdre de fa feve (^ de fa
force } y ccla, ne fournit il pas un em-
blcme affez naturel de la perfcnne de V.
A. yay au refte, plus d'obligation ^
V. A. qu'elle ne penje, fur fon prefent

de vins, non feulement parce qu''elle m^a
fait gouter des delices du plus beau pais

du monde, fous le Climat le plus trifie;

mais fur tout, parce que fon prefent nfct

excite a devenir heuveur, qualite qui

me manquoit abfolument, 6? qui cfi

pourtant necefj'aire pour fe hien tirer

d'une ambafj'ade en Hollande.

Je ne fay ce que V. A. fait le plus

paroitre dans les cxpreffions fi touchantes

dont fa Lettre efl remplie, ou la fecondi-

te de fon efprit, ou fa tendreffe de cocur

pour le Roy mon Maitre. Ceft pourquoy^

fefpere que V. A. ne me ffaura pas mau-
vais gre d'avoir envoye a fa Majcfic la

copie de fa dernierc Lettre, dans laquelle

elle a donne des marqv.es fi tendres de la

part qu''elle prcnd aux evenemens de la

Famille Royalle.

Les Etats Generaux paroiffent furpris
dc la muvelle que Icur a apporte un ex-

prcs dcpccbe par leur Minifire a Paris,
qui vient de leur appi endre la marche des

I'roiqes Franco:fes an nombre de 30000
bommes j
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the French Troops towards the Fron-
tier, to the Number of 50000, where
they are to rendezvous at Peronne :

But it is not yet known whether
their Defign be upon Flanders, or
this Countrey, or whether they pro-
je6t any other Meafures. However,
the Alarm is here fo great, that they

have immediately relblved to con-

tinue fix thoufand Men, which they
were juft going to disband : They
have alfo ordered the Council of State

to compute what Forces and Provifi-

ons they fhall judge neceflary in cafe of

a Rupture with France > and have dif-

patched a Boat from Sche'veling to Eng-

laitd with Orders to Monfieur Fan
Beuninghen (who is upon the Point of

departing) to flay till farther Orders

from the States.

For my felf, I know not what to

judge of thefe Appearances j I fhall

ever complain of any Events that are

liKe to endanger the Quiet of Chri-

finndom., to which I have for fome
time (under the Orders of his Maje-

fl,') dedicated all my Cares. And
without doubt, if the War opens at

prefcnt, great Conjunftures will arife,

wnereof perhaps there will be Reafon
to give your Highnefs Joy, not for

being out of the Noife of them ; but

becaufe great Princes only wait for

great Occafions. I am,

SIR,
Tour Highnefs^s, &c.

hommes > elks s'avancent vers les fron-
tieres, (^ leur rendezvous eft marque h
Peronne. On ne decide point encore fur
le dejfein de cette marche^ ^ on ignore

ft.

elk regarde ou la Flandre ou ce pais icy j
&? on ne fait point fi I'approche de ces

Troupes ne tend point ct cacher les vert'
tables dejfeins, (^ a mieux reuffir dans
les mefures qu'on a prifes. ^loy qu'il

enfoit, Valarme eft icy h un tel pointy
qu'on a pris fur le champ la refolution de
continuer la folde h fix mille hommes
qu'on alloit congedier; que le Conceit
d'Etat a ordonnS de drejjer promptement
tin etat de guerre.^ qui comprit tant les

levks d'hommes, que les munitions de
louche 6? de guerre qui feroient eftimees
neceffaires., en cas de rupture avec la.

France, ^'enfin on a fait partir de
Schevelin en diligence tine barque pour
VAngleterre., avec ordre d''y retenir Mon-
fieur Van Beuninghen qui etoit fur le

point d"en partir.

Pour moy, je ne fay ce que je dois ja-
gerfur toiites ces apparences j je gemiray
toujours fur les evenemens qui pourront
mettre en danger le repos de la Chreti-
ente., qui depiiis un terns, ^ fous les or-
dres de fa Majefte, a eti Vobjet de mes
veilles 6? de mes foins. Et fans doute^
que

fi^
la guerre recommence, elle va don-

ner lieu a des grands evenemens, def-
quels on aura peut etre a donner el para
bien a V. A. non comme eloignee de la
tempete, mais parce que les grandes Prin-
ces ne refpirent que les grandes occaftons.

Je fupplie V. A. de m'en offrir toujours^

par lefquelles je puifte luy marquer avec
combien de pajfion (^ de veriti je feray
toute ma vie,

Monfieur,

De V. A. S">« &c.

To the Procurator of the Court Au Procureur de la Cour

of Holland, upon the Rights d'HoUande, fur les droits

of Amhajfadors. des Ambafladeurs.

ON E of my Secretaries having gi-

ven me a Copy of a Paper fign-

ed by you, F. de Brufis, which was
brought to my Houfe, and given to

one of my Servants, by which Paper

you fummon one N. Wat, Valet or

Footman to the Englift Ambaflador,

to appear before the Court of Hol-

land : By the Title you give the faid

Vol. II. N.tFat^

UN de mes Secretaires m^ayant fait
voir la copie d'un billet figne par

vous F. de Brufis, qui a etS porti dans
ma maifon, C? donni a quelqu' un de mes
gens, y par lequel billet vous fommez
un certain N. Wat, Falet ou Lacquais
de VAmbaffadeur d"Angleterre, de com-
paroitre devant la Cour d'Hollande.

Par la quality que vous donnez au dit

H h N. Wat,



m8 Letters of Str William Temple.

N. IVat^ you make it plain, that you

believe him to bcadtually in my Houfe

and Service. Upon which I have

thought good to tell you that I look

upon you as an infolent Fellow, for

dating to bring fuch a Paper into my
Houlej and that 1 do not intend any

of my Servants fhall be look'd upon

as fubjeft to the Jurifdiftion of any

Court of this Countrey, or of any o-

ther befidc thofe of the King my Ma-
tter : And if any of them offends a-

gainll the Laws, Complaint mult be

made to me, that I may either order

Juftice to be done, or deliver the Of-

fender of my own accord to be punifh-

ed by the Law of the Place, having

beforehand difmifs'd him from my Ser-

vice. Therefore I do not defign to

be expofed to fuch an Infolence as this

that you have committed againft me,

ill treating me like one of your Burg-

hers, as well by the Paper left in my
Houfe, as by the ringing of the Bell,

whereof you make mention. What
I here fay, you may let your Matters

know from me, by whofe Order you

pretend to have afted. Befides, for

their farther Information, let them
know, that while I refide in this

Countrey, I will never fuffer the

Rights and Privileges fo long granted

to Ambafladors by the Law of Nations,

and hitherto obferved and refpe£ted

by all Princes of Chriftendom, to be

violated, or any way infringed in this

Countrey in my Perfon, under pre-

tence of any particular Sovereignty of

a Province, or Privilege of a City, in

a Commonwealth where I have the

Honour to fcrve a King in Quality of

his Ambaflador.

N. Wat, votis faites bien conaoitre, que

lous le croyez a^uellement dans ma mai-

fon, y attache a mon fervice ; la def-

fiis fay trotive hon de vous dire que je

"jotis tiens pour an Infolent, d'avoir ose

porter un tel billet dans ma maifon-f ^
que Je ne pretens point, qu'aucun de mes

gens foit regarde comme relevant de la

jurifdi£lion d'aucune com dans ce pais

icy, ni d'aucune autre que de celles du

Roy mon Afaitre : ^icfi quelqu^ un d'eux

commet quelque cbofe contre les loix, on

ti'a qu'a m^en faire des plaintes, afin que

fenfaffe faire la jujiice, ou queje le li-

zre de mon propre gre a la rigueur des

loix du pais, I'ayant prealablement con-

gedie, (^ chafse de ma mr/ifon. Je ne

pretens done pas etre exposi d une info-

lence pareille a cellc que vous venez de

commettre contre moy, en me traitant

comme un de -vos Bourgeois, tant par le

billet laifsi chez moy, que par le fon de

la cloche dont -vous faites mention. Tout
ce que je viens de vous dire, vous pour-
rez le dire de ma part a vos Ma'itres^

par I'ordre des quels vous dites avoir agi.

Ju furplus, i^ pour leur plus grand e-

claircijffement, qu'ils fachent, que du-

rant mon fejour en ce pais, je ne fouf~
friray jamais que les Droits 6? les Privi-

leges., accordez depuis fi long tem\ Jure
gentium aux Ambaffadeurs, ^jufqu'icy

obfervez i^ refpeSlez dans les Etats de

tous les Princes de la Chretiente, foie,tt

violez, ou le moins du monde alterez en

ma perfonne en ce pais., fous les pretextes

d'aucune fouveraineti particuliere d'une

Province, ou le Privilege de quelque

ville, dans une Republique oil fay Vhon-
tieur de fervir un grand Roy en qualiti

de fon Ambaffadeur.

To Monfieur upon the A Monfieur

Death of hts Daughter

Hague., Sept. i.

SIR, N.S.16J0.

YEfterday late in the Evening I re-

ceived an Account of your Lofs i

and can affure you, that my Wife, my
Sitter, and my felf, were fo fenfibly

afflifted at it, that if it were pofTible

Grief could be leflen'd by being com-
municated with real Friends, upon
thefe fad Occafions, you would have

immediately found fomc Confolation

fur la more
de fa Fille.

De la Hayc, le i Sept.

Monfieur, S. N. 1670.

OiV me donna avis hier au foir bien

tard, de la perte que vous venez

de faire, t3 je puis vous affurer, que

moy, ma femme, 13 ma foeur en avons
cti fi fenfiblement touches, que fi Vaf-
fliElion pouvoit etre diminue'e par celle

qui fe communique aux veritables amis
en ces trifles occafions, vous auriez fur
le champ eprcuvi du foulagement en la

voire
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in yours : I muft confefs, your Grief

is lawful enough, and founded not

only upon the Dictates of Nature, but

upon the Merits of her you lament}
fo that, to pretend to comfort you by
other Confiderations than thofe which
your Prudence, and above all, which
your Piety would fuggeft, would be
to attempt an unprofitable Work.
God has pleafcd to impofe this Tri-
bute for the Continuance of our Lives,

often to lament the Death of our
Friends. We muft learn to fubmit
and refign to his Will, which is the

wifeft and moft Cbriftian part we can
follow. To this I fhall add, that the

Defires of your Friends who yet re-

main, and your Care of their Interefts,

do demand from you that you will

preferve your felf to them. Among
thefe, there is none who is more than

I,

SIR,
Tour mojl humble and

mojt affedlionate Servant.

•voire. Ille faut avoiier, voire douleur

eft bien legitime, elk eft fondee non feu-

lement fur les devoirs de la nature, mais

encore fur le merits de la perfonne que

vous pleurez. Jinfi pretendre vous con-

foler par d'autres reflexions que celles

que voire p'udence, 6? fur tout votre

piete vous fuggereront., ce feroit tenter

unc chofe inutile. II a plii a Dieu im-

pofer une peine durant le cours de notre

vie, qui eft robligation de pleurer fre-

quemment fur la mart de nos proches 6?

de nos amis. 11 faut fe foumettre, £5*

apprendre ^ fe refigner a fa volonte j

c^eft la runique ban parti, (^ le feul qui

foit 13 veritablement fage, £5? veritable-

ment Chretien. J^ajouteray ct cela, que

les prieres des amis que vous reftent en-

core, y le foin de leurs interits, deman-

dent que vous vous conferviez. Parmi
cetix qui prennent la qualite de vos amis,

il n'y a perfonne qui vous foit plus ac-

quis que,

Monfieur,

Votre tres humble 5c

tres affe6tionne Serviteur

To my Lord kiXmgton,

My LORD, Hague, Sept. i. N. S. i6jo.

I
MUST in the firft place rejoice with your Lordfhip upon your Return

to Town, and to the Exercife of your ufual Cares, which are fo neceflary

to the Service of his Majefly and the Kingdom, that I cannot doubt any thing

is meant us fo ill as the Dangg: of your Lordfhip's Health -, though I find by
your laft of the 19th pafl, that you had fallen into fome Indifpofition upon
your Return : But the Length as well as the Clearnefs of all your Lordfhip's

Difcourfes in it, give me the Confidence that it was already pafl.

I have underflood from Monfieur de Witt, the fum of all Monfieur Fan
Beuninghen's Difcourfes with his Majefly upon the fame Subjeft as thofe with
your Lordfhip, of which you were pleafed to give me the Account : And do
not find that Monfieur Fan Beuninghen has failed of receiving all the Affuran-

ces from the King that he could wifh, concerning the Negotiations of the

Duke of Buckingham in France : For he has not only tranfmitted them to the

States as he received them at Court, but added likewife his own Opinion up-

on them : That as far as human Appearances will go, he has all the Reafon
that can be to believe, that nothing has been treated of by the faid Duke, nor

was ever intended to be fo in the French Court to the Prejudice of his Maje-
fly's Alliances here. For the refl, they take it as well as they can, that they

fee no Advance made in the Propofitions of the Emperor's joining with thofe of

the 'Triple JlUance in the Guarantee of the Peace : Which I fuppofc touches

them fo much the more by the News brought this Day to the States -j which
I am now to give your Lordfhip an Account of, as of the way I recei-

ved it.

Juft as I was fitting down this Day to Dinner, the States Agent came to me,
defiring that their Commiffioners might have the Liberty to fpeak with me.
Vol. H. Hhi thg'
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tho' at that unufual Hour, being of a Matter newly come to them, and of very

great Importance. I confented, and thereupon Monfieur de IVitt came in

the Head of the other Commillioners j and told me, that the States had new-

ly received certain Advice from France of the Date of the ^9th paft, That the

Chevalier de la Foiirrillc^ who had been difpatch'd fecretly from Court fonie

Days before the breaking up of the Camp at St. Gcrmaiiis^ and with the Troops

quarter'd near the Borders of Lorraiu; made a fudden March into that Coua-

trey, and feized upon the City of A'^awcj > and that by fo unexpected and quick

an Attempt, that he failed very little of furprizing the Pcrfon of the Duke,

^d had taken the Duchefs. That the Duke efcaping, had retired to a fmall

but ftrong Place called Bidfcbj where he bufied himfelf in aflcmbling what

Forces he could for his Defence. That the Marefchal de Crcquy being dif-

patch'd from Paris had met this News upon the way, and returned with it to

Court j from whence he was difpatch'd in hafte the fecond time to Lorrain.

That the French Camp near St. Gcrmains was marched towards Peronne under

the Command of Monfieur Fauhrun-^ but that by Orders fent after them up-

on the way, they were to be divided into two Bodies, of which one was to

march away to the Marefchal de Crequy in Lorrain^ and the other towards Se~

(i/ffi; where they fliould make a ftand, and face any Attempts that might be de-

figned from Flanders or this Country, towards interrupting the Succefs of

their Affairs in Lorrain. Monfieur de Witt told me farther, That the States

having confidered thefe Advices, had ordered them (the CommiHioners) im-

mediately to acquaint me with them: And farther, that though the States

elleemed it a Matter of fo great Importance, that all the Parties of the T'riple

Alliance ought to concern themfelves in it, as wholly deftrudtive to thofe Ends
of conferving the SpaniJI) Dominions, which were mutually propofed in the

faid Alliance 5 yet they (the States) {hould not, nor indeed could not proceed

to any Refolutions thereupon, without firft knowing thofe of his Majcfty,

and being aflured of his vigorous Conjunftion. And hereupon they defired

nae to give his Majefty Notice immediately by an Exprefs, to the End that I

might know his Senfe and Intentions upon this Conjundure 5 or at leaft be in-

ftruftcd to confer with the States upon it.

r After this, much was enlarged by Monfieur de Witt and the Commiflioners,

concerning the very great Importance of the Seizure of Lorrain j as the cut-

ting oflF Burgundy wholly from the reft of the 6'/'i?«//7j Dominions, as well as all

fai"ther Communication between any of the Netherlands., and many of the

Princes of Germany.^ with the Siuitzers. So as they compared Lorrain to a

Citadel in a Town, from which all the reft would be commanded at pleafure.

They added, That the Duchy of Luxemburg would be in a manner block'd up,

and maimed in their mutual Afliftance with the reft of the SpaniJIj Provinces.

That the Electors of Mentz and Triers would have the French Feet upon their

Throats: And confequently, that whenever France ftiould begin with Flanders

after the Polfeflion of Lorrain^ the County oi Burgundy would be their own in

an Hour, and Flanders in a very Ihort time, without greater and readier Affift-

ances than there feemed to be any reafonable Hopes for.

After this, they told me. They had received likevvife a new Account by this

Poft, of all the French Preparations at Sea, and the prefentEftate of their own
Fleet i

of which they gave me this inclofed Lift. And by all I can gather

from their Difcourfes, I judge they are capable of any vigorous Refolution that

his Majefty iTiould think ht to infpire them in Conjundion with us: But that
"

^'','"''^' without it they are refolved, as they exprefs it, *I)e laijjer agir au bon Dien., £f?

'Ind'^tofe'e
^' '^'^'^ ^* France a leurs Partes fans fe remuer. Upon all which they pretend,

r*« French that the Difpofal and Balance at this Time of all Affairs in thefe Parts of Cbri-

tt their Jlendom, lie before his Majefty > from whom both the Empire and Spain, as
D0ors. ^gii j^5 Sweden and this 6"/^/^, will receive their Meafures.

Ti'rrmga
Three Days fince the Baron d' Ifola was with me, to communicate a Letter

Foot. he had newly received from x.\\c Emperor., declaring his Refolution to join with
the Triple jilUancc in the Guarantee of the Peace of y/i.v, which he defired me
to give his Majelfy part of by the Poft : But having told me at the fame time

that he refolved to give your Lordlhip the fime Account, I omit to trouble

you
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you with any farther Particulars. He came to me again juft upon theClofe of
what I have written, and fhewed me a Letter from Monfieur Louvigni at Brtif'

feh, containing the Particulars of what has happen'd in Lorrain, and little dif-

ferent from thofe I had before received by Monfieur de Witt-y only that the
Duke of Lorrain refolved to retire with all his Forces into the Mountains, and
hopes to defend himfelf fome time, provided he might be fure of not being
abandoned. I am ever,

My Lordy

Your, &c.

1

To my Lord Keeper.

My Lordy Hague^ Sept.- - N. S. l6j0.

Lately gave my Lord Jrlington the Account which was given me by the
States Commiffioners, of the Seizure of Lorrain^ with their Reflexions

upon it, and the Confequences it mufl needs have upon all the Affairs oiChri-
jicndom \ and their Defires of my communicating all from them with Speed and
Care to his Majefty, which I did.

I have fince received by laft Pofl:, and by a Letter from his Lordfliip, the
King's Orders for my immediate Repair into England^ and for my acquainting
the States with it j and that it is only with Intentions ofmy informing his Ma-
jtfty better in the feveral Points that concern the prefent Conjunftures of my
Station here. This I have done in a Conference upon it with Monfieur de

Witt. I found him at firfl: very penfive upon the News of it, and apt to re-

flect upon this happening fo foon and unexpe6tedly after the late Seizure of
Lorrain j and both after the many Delays and Difficulties raifed by us (as he
apprehends) in admitting the Emperor to the Guarantee of the Peace of Aix in

Conjunftion with the Triple Alliance^ which we formerly fo much defired. He
remember'd at the fame time the many Inflances we have made for many
Months paft about fuch a Trifle as the carrying off our Planters from Surinam^
(whom he takes by the Articles to become their Subjefts) and the invincible'

Difficulties in which we have engaged Matters between our Eaft-India Com-
panies j in which he fays he is aflured our Merchants have no part, but as they
are infligated by fome Perfons at Court, whofe ill Intentions he fears towards
the lace Alliances contrafted between hisMajeily and thefe States^ both for our
own mutual Safety, and that of all Chriflendom. He refleded upon a Coldnefs
in all our Negotiations of that kind, ever fince Madame's Journey into Eng'
lafid; and upon the late Journey of the Duke o{ Buckingham's to Paris, which
he could not think was, * Pour voir le Pais, oh apprendre la langue. And defi- * To fee

red I would tell him what I could make of all this laid together: For on the ^^'Coun-

one fide, there were Circumftances enough to awake a fufpicious Man; and
\''P'

T
on the other fide, he could never think it poffible for any Nation or Court it lJZ'
felf, to quit fo certain a Point of Intereft and great a Point of Honour, as

mufl: be forfeited by our breaking our Alliances with this State^ or entring in-'

to any with France, whofe Greatnefs had occafion'd our Meafures for our own
as well as our Neighbour's Defence. He faid, I knew the befl: of any, how
all thefe Matters had pafs'd : How his Majefly had engaged thefe States in

thofe common Meafures, and even prevailed with them to make a Sacrifice of
the ancient Kindnefs and Alliance this State had always before with France, to

the Confiderations of the prefent Danger from the Greatnefs of that Crown
to the refl of Chrijiendom j though they might have had what Terms they
pleafed from them for the dividing of Flanders. That I knew with how in-

violate Faith and Firmnefs the States had conflantly obferved for thefe two
Years paft, their Friendfhip and Alliances with his Majefly, and how great a
Part I had in contrafting and purfuing them, by the particular Confidence the'

States and he efpecially had in my Perfon, as one that was perfuaded of our com-
mon Interefts, that knew- my Maftcr's Mind, and would not be an Inflrument'



241 Letters <?/ Sir William Temple,

to deceive thofe that trufted mc. For thefe Reafons he flxid, he dcfiicd to

know my Opinion upon this whole Matter, cfpecially that of my Journey in-

to Eiin^land; which, he iaid, would be very furprifing to every body here,

and therefore he would be glad to give the News of it to the States in the beit

manner he could.

I protellcd to him that I had hitherto received conftant Aflurances from both

the Secretaries of State, of his Majefty's Refolutions to obferve conftantly the

Meafures in which he was engaged to this State. And that I knew not a

Word more of the Reafons of my fudden Journey into England, than what I

had told him. That I had Orders to leave my Family behind me: And that

his Maiefty might poflibly think it neceflary for his Information to fpeak with

me upon the prel'ent Conjun6tures, and to return me immediately according to

my Lord Jriingtori's Letter. That I confefled, I was apt to make many of

thofe Reflections that he had done ; but could not believe it pollible for any

Crown ever to enter into Counfels fo deftruftive to their Honour and Safety

as thofe he fufpe£ted. That if fuch a thing fhould ever happen, I dcfircd him
to remember what I told him upon the Scruples he had made in trufting our

Court upon the Negotiations of the 'Triple Alliance > which was, that 1 told

him then what I thought of his Majefty's Difpofitions andRefolutions, as well

as thofe of his Miniiters: That I could not believe it pofliblc for them to

change in a Point of fo evident Intercft, and which would be fo underftood

by the whole Nation. That however 1 could anfwer for no body befides my
felf, but this 1 would j and that if ever fuch a thing fliould happen, I would
never have any part in it. That I had told the King fo as well as him, and
would make it good. That for the prefent there was nothing more to be faid,

but that I muft go away for England. That if 1 returned he would know
morej and I doubted by what he faid, that he would guefs more if I return-

ed not.

Monfieur de JVitt fmiled, and fiiid, I was in the right. That in the mean
time, he would try to cure himfclf and others of all Sulpicions upon my Jour-
ney : And v/ould hope on t'other fide, it might be of uie to the common In-

terelb, by poifeffing his Majefty of the great Importance of the late Seizure

of Lorrain ; and of the States Refolutions to ftick clofe to him in all Meafures he
fhould take upon it. And fo we parted.

I would have gone away immediately upon this Summons, but that it found
me very ill, and uncertain whether it would end in a Fever, as it feemed to

begin; but fince a great Swelling fallen upon my Face, 1 hope it may pafs.

However, being forced to delay my Journey fome few Days, 1 could not but
give your Lordlhip this Account before-hand, and leave it to you to make
what ufe of it you think fit : without expecting any Anfwer, fince I hope fo

foon to follow it.

But 1 know your Lordfliip fully perfuaded of our Intereft to preferve our
A^lliancci here, and the prefent Meafures of Chriflcndom which depend upon
them. And tho' you have faid nothing yet to make me diftruft our Counfels
in that Matter-, yet I confefs I have not the better Opinion of it from what I

find of your Lordlhip's eftranging your felf of late, or being eftranged from
the Confultations of them.

, I have likewife refleftcd upon the kind Hint your Lordihip gave me fome
time fince, of my Lord JrUngton's not being the fame to me which he had
formerly been, and conftantly fince our firft Acquaintance : Which made me,
I confefs, then doubt rather fome Miftake in your Lordfiiip's Obfcrvation,

than any Change in his Friendlliip or Difpofitions. From himfeU, I muft
needs fay I yet find nothing of it; and tho' his Style fcems a little changed in

what concerns our Publick Aff'.iirs, yet not at all in what is particular to me.
When 1 come into England I fliall foon know the Truth of yourConjcdurc,
and tell it you, bccaufe by that I fiiall judge the Tiuth of mine: For having
never laid or done any thing to dcfervc the Icaft Change in his Lordfiiip's
Friendfliip to mc fince it firft began; I am fure if it happens, it can be de-
rived from nothing die but a Change he forcfces in thofe Meafures at Court
which he has been with your Lordfiiip fo deeply engaged in j and which he

knows
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knows as well as your Lordfhip that I will never have any Part in the Coun-
cils of altering, till I can be convinced that any others will be more for his
Majefty's Honour and Safety.

All this I fay in Confidence to your Lord/hip, without touching any Word
t)f it to my Lord yirlington^ or any other Perfon : And fhall increafe this
Trouble no farther, becaufe I hope to have fo foon the Honour of feeing you,
and afTuring you a nearer way, with how much Paffion as well as Truth, I
iam and fhall be ever.

My LORD,
Tour Lordjhip's, &c.

To the Great Duke ofTaCciDy. Au Grand Due de Tofcane.

LondonJ Nov.

SIR, 4- »<570-

I
Should not have fatisfied my fclf

barely to refent all the Favours of

your moft Serene Highnefs, and par-

ticularly the Honour of your laft of

September the joth, if I were any way
capable of acknowledging them as I

ought, either by my Expreflions or

my Services. But your Highnefs, be-

ing pleafed to oblige la many ways
fo unprofitable a Perfou, can hope for

no other Returns than the Pleafure

of your own Generofity, and the De-
votion of a Heart fo grateful as mine.

I fliould have extremely regretted

the length of time your Letter was
in pafling before it found me at Lon-

don, after having milTed me at the

Hague; were it not that your High-
nefs is to confider me here as one of

the commoneft among the King's

Subje£ts, and not as a Minifter who
has any Part in publick Affairs. And
therefore you can expe£t nothing in

my Letters but the tedious Compli-

ments of an idle Man, inftead of fuch

Informations or Services as your High-
nefs might expeft to receive from

thofe who are devoted like me to your

Service. But the Marq. of Puzzi is

too well received at the K. my Ma-
iler's Court, and too well informed,

not to have given your Highnefs all

Intelligence neceflary, as well of his

Majefty's Friendfhip and Efteem, as

of the general Devotion his Subjefts

bear for the Perfon of your Highnefs.

He muft alfo have informed your High-
nefs of the happy Difpofition hisMajefty

has found in his Parliament, for the In-

crcaie

DeLond. IC4N0V.
Monfieur, S N. 1670.

JE ne 7ne contenterois pas de rejfentir

comme je le fais 6? comme je le dots,

toutes ks bontez de F. A. Sme. £3*

particulierement I'honneur qu'elle m^a
fait par fa derniere lettre da 50 dc Sep-
tembre, ft je me trouzois k moms dA
tnonde capable de les "> t-onmitre comme
elks le meritenty ott par mes expreffions,

ou par mes fervkes. Mais V. A. ayant
votilu par tant de manieres differentes ob-

liger un Sujet auffi inutile que je le fuis,

n'a pas du en efperer d'autres fruits que
le plaiftr dejoiiir de fa propre generofiti,

13 de s'attacher un caur auffi reconnoif-

fant que le mien.

Je me ferois fort plaint des longueurs
a travers lefquelles la lettre de V. A.
eft enfin -venue me trouver a Londres,
apris m^avoir manqui a la Haye, ft de-

formais je devois etre regarde de F. A,
autrement que ctmme un hommt priv^y

(3 un des Sujets les plus ordinaires de

fa Majeft/, qui n'eft plus ni Miniftre
public, ni admis dans les affaires. Par
confequent mes lettres ne peuvent conte-

nir que les eomplimens d'un homme oifif,

au lieu des relations fjf des inftruElions

que F. A. attend de ceux qui font auffi
attachez a elle qu'elle fait que je le fuis.
Mais Monfieur le Marq. de Puzzi efi

trop bien a la Cour du Roy mon Maitre,
6? d'ailleurs trop eclair^, fc? trop exaSt,

pour n"avoir pu informer F. A. de tout

ce qu^elle doit favoir par rapport ^ nbtre
Cour

-J fur tout., il n'aura pas neglige^^

je m'afure, de luy parler de Vamitii (^
de I'eftime de fa Majefte pour la per-
fonne de F. A. en cela fecondee par Vaf-
feaion generale de tous fes Sujets. II
vous aura auffi entretenu des heureafes

difpoftions que fa Majefte vient de troU'

ver
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crcafc of his Revenues, and by that ver dans raJemUee de fon Parkment,

means for the Eftablifhment of his pour Vaugmentatmi de fes Finances^ £5?

Interefts both within and without his pur la feurcte de fes intercts taut ait

Kingdoms. I am forty the faid Mar- dedans qu'aux dehors de fes Etats. Je

quis has found nothing here to pleafe fuis Men marri que Monfieur le Mar-

ox keep him longer among us. But I qms n'ait fas trowve icy afscs des charmes

hope your Highnefs will not think pour s'y plaire, 13 s'y fcjoiirner un peu

that during my ftay her, there can plus long terns. Mais fofe efperer que

want a Perfon, as ready to receive and F. A. tie croira pas manquer dans Lori-

obey all your Commands as any of dres d'une perfonne entierement devouSe

your own Subjedts, fince I am fo much, a fon fervice, ^ aufi emprefsie a. rece-

voir fes ordres, qu^aucun de fes propres

SujetSf tandis que fy feray vion fejour,

puifque je fuis^

S I Ry Monfieur,

Tour Highnefs's, &c. De V. A. S^^ &c.

To Sir John Temple.

S J Ry London, Nevemher ti. \6jol

IMuft make you my humble Acknowledgments for fo great a Prefent, as

you have been pleafed to fend me towards that Expence I have refolved to

make at Sheen : And affiire you, no part of it fhall either go any other way,

or leflen what I had intended of my own. I doubt not to compafs what I

told you of my Lord Life, for enlarging my fmall Territories there j when
that is done, I propofe to beftow a thoufand Pounds upon the Conveniences

of the Houfe and Garden, and hope that will reach all I care for : So that

your five hundred Pounds may be laid out rather for Ornament than Ufe, as

you feem to defire, by ordering me to make the Front perfedtly uniform.

Your Care of that, and me, in this Matter is the more obliging, the lefs I

find you concur with me in my Thoughts of retiring wholly from publick Af-

fairs, and to that Purpofe, of making my Neft at this time as pleafant and

commodious as I can afford it. Nor fhall I eafily refolve to offer at any of
thofe Advantages you think I might make upon fuch a Retreat, of the King's

Favour or good Opinion, by pretending either to Penfion or any other Em-
ployment. The Honour and Pay of fuch Pofts as I have been in, ought to

be elleemed fufficient for the beft Services of them : And if I have Credit left

with the prefent Minillers to get what is ov/ing me upon my Embaffy, I fhall

think ray felf enough rewarded j confidering how different a Value is now like

to be put upon my Services in Holland., from what there was when they were
performed. 'Tis very likely at that Time, as you believe, there were few rea-

fonable Things the King would have denied me, while the Triple Alliance and
our League with Holland had fo great a Vogue j and my Friends were not

wanting in their Advices to me to make ufe of it. But I have refolved never

to ask him any Thing, othcrwifc than by ferving him well : And you will

have the lefs Reafon perhaps to reproach me this Method, if you will pleafe

to remember how the two Embaffies of Aix la Chapelk and Holland were not

only thrown upon me without my feeking 5 but alfo, what my Lord Arlington

told me was defigned for me upon Secretary Morris\ Removal, in cafe the

King had not thought my Embaffy into Holland of the greateft Neccffity in

purluance of thofe Mcafures we had taken with that State.

For what you think of the Interclb we have Itill to purfue them, and con-
• fequently of the Ufe the King will ffill have of me upon that Occafion : I

will not enter into any Reafonings with you upon that Matter at this Diitanccj

but will only tell you fome Palfages of Fa6t upon which I ground the Judg-
ment I make of Aff'airs wherein 1 have no Part i and which I am not fo fol-

licitous
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licitous to draw into the Light, as I doubt others are to keep them in the

Dark. And when I have told you thefe, I ihall leave you to judge whether I

take my iVIeafures right as to my own private Conduft.
You know firll the Part I had in all our Alliances with Hollandy how far

my own perfonal Credit was engaged upon them to Monfieur de JVitt -y and
the Refolutions I not only acquainted him and you with, but his Majefty tooj
that I would never have any l-art in breaking them whatever fljould happen :

Tho' that I confefs could hardly enter into any Body's Head that underltood
the Interells of Chrifiendom as well as our own. I have given you fome Inti-

mations how cold I have obferved our Temper at Court in thofe Matters for

this laft Yearj and how different it was thought abroad from that Warmth
with which we engaged in them : So as it was a common Saying at the Hague,
^'il fatit avo'uer^ quil y a cu netif mois da plus grand Minijierc du monde en

Angleterrc : For they would hardly allow a longer Term to the Vigour of that

Council which made the triple Alliance., and the Peace of ^/.v, and fent me
over into Holland this laft Embaffy to purfue the great Ends of them, and draw
the Emperor and Princes of the Empire into the common Guarantee of the

Peace Inftead of this, our Prctenfions upon the Bufinefs of Surinam., and the

Eajl- India ( ompanies have grown high, and been managed with Sharpnefs

between us and the States ; and grounded (as Monfieur de Witt conceives)

more upon a belign of {hewing them our ill Humour more than our Reafon.

I was fenfible, that my Condutl in all thefe Matters had fallen fliort for ma-
ny Months paft v f the Approbation at Court it ufed to receive ; and that Mr.
If'^orden was fent over to me only to difparage it, or efpy the Faults of it j tho'

I think he returned with the Opinion that the Bufinefs would not bear it. 'Tis

true, both my Lord Arlington and Sir John "Trevor continued to the laft of my
ftay in Holland to aflure me, that the King ftill remained firm in his Meafures

with the States: Hut yet I found the Bufinefs of admitting the Emperor into

the Guarantee, went downright lame: And that my Lord Keeper was in a

manner out of the Foreign Councils ; for fo he writ to me himfelf, and gave
me notice at the fame time, that my Lord Arlington was not at all the fame

to me that he had been : Which I took for an ill Sign in our publick Bufi-

nefs, and an ill (>ircumftance in my ownj and the more, becaufe I was fure

not to have deferv'd iti and found nothing of it in his own Letters, but only

that they came feldom, and run more upon indiflFerent Things than they ufed

to do
Ever fince Madame's Journey into England^ the Dutch had grown jealous

of fomething between us and France ; and were not like to be cured by thefe

Particulars I have mentioned : But upon the Invafion and Seizure of Lorraiti

by France and my being fent for over fo fuddenly after it, Monfieur de Witt
himfelf could keep his Countenance no longer > though he be neither fufpi-

cious in his Nature, nor thought it the beft Courfe to difcover any fuch Dif-

pofition upon this Occafion, how much foever he had of it : But yet he told

me at my coming away, that he fhould make a Judgment of us by the fudden-

nefs of my Return, which the King had ordered me to aflure him of.

When I came to Town, I went immediately to my Lord Arlington accord-

ing to Cuftom. And whereas upon my feveral Journeys over in the late Con-
junftures, he had ever quitted all Company to receive me, and did it always

with open Arms, and in the kindeft manner that could be > he made me this laft

time ftay an Hour and half in an outward Room before he came to me, while

he was in private with my Lord Ajhly. He received me with a Coldnefs that

1 confefs furpriz'd mc; and after a quarter of an Hours talk of my Journey

and his Friends at the Hague, inftead of telling me the Occafion of my being

fent for over, or any thing elfe material, he called in Tatd that was in the next

Room, and after that my Lord Crofts^ who came upon a common Vifitj and

in that Company the reft of mine pafs'd, till I found he had nothing more to

fay to me, and fo went away.
The ne.xt Morning I went however to him again, defiring to be brought

by him to kifs the King's Hand, as I had ufed upon former Journeys. He
thought fit to bring mc to his Majefty as he was walking in the Mall ; who
Vol. U. I i ftop'd
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llop'd to give mc liis Hand, and ask me half a dozen Queflions about my
Journey, and :ibout the Prince of Orange, and fo walk'd on. Since which
"I'imc, nciclicr the King nor my Lord Arlington have ever faid three ^^ ords to

me about any thing of Bufinefs ; tho' I have been as often in their way as a-

grccd Vv-ith fuch an ill Courtier as I am, or a Man without Bufinefs as I found

my felf to be.

1 have fcen my Lord Keeper and Mr. Secretary l'rc"jor : And find the firft

uncafy and apprehenfive of our prefent Counfclsj the laft fufficient and

confident that no Endeavours can break the Meafures between us and Holland^

becaufe they are ellcemcd fo neceflary abroad and fo rational at home : Yet, I

find them both but barely in the Skirts of Bufinefs, and only in Right of their

Pofts . And that in the Secret of it, the Duke of Buckingham, my Lord jir-

/ington, my Lord Jply-, and Sir Tbomai Clifford^ at prefent compofe the Mi-
nillry. This I tell you in fhort as the Conftitution of our Afflxirs here at this

'Jime, and which 1 believe you may reckon upon.

You know hoW difitrcnt Sir T'homas Clifford and I have always been fince

our firll Acquaintance, in our Schemes of Government, and many other Mat-
ters, efpecially concerning our Alliance with Holland : And that has been

the Reafon, 1 fuppofe, of very little Commerce between us farther than com-
mon Civility, in our frequent Encounters at my Lord Arlington''^ for feveral

Years pall: This made me a little furprized at his recei\ing me upon my firft:

coming over, and treating me fince with a moft wonderful Gracioufnel's, till

t'other day, which I fuppofe has ended that Style. Upon the firll \ ifit he

made me, after many Civilities, he told me, he mull needs have two Hours
Talk with me at fome Time of Leifure and in private, upon our Aff.iirs in

Holland : And ftill repeated this almofl every time he law m.e : Till one Day
lall Week, v.'hen we appointed the Hour, and met in his Clofet. He began

with preat Compliments to me about my Services to the King in my Employ-
ments abroad i went on with the Neceffity of prefcrving our Meafures with

Holland^ and the mutual Interefl both Nations had in it : And concluded with

wondring why the States fhould have fhewed fo much Difficulty upon thofe

two Affitirs of Surinam and the Eajl-India Company, wherein our Demands
feemed fo reafonable. And how it came about that I had failed in compaffing

his Majefty's Satisfaftion in thofe two Matters, after having fucceeded fo much
in all my other Negotiations. I thought he might not have underftood the

Detail of thofe two Affairs j and fo deduced it to him, with the Dutch Rea-
fons, which I confefs feemed to me in many Points but too well grounded.

He feemed unfatisfied with them all, and told me I muft undertake that Mat-
ter again, and bring it to a Period j and asked me whether I did not think I

could bring them to Reafon: I faid plainly I believed I never could, to what
we called fo, and therefore was very unwilling to undertake it : That I had
fpent all my Shot in vain j and therefore thought their beft way would be to

employ (ome Perfon in it that had more Wit or Ability than L Upon this he
grew a little moved > and replied, That for my Wit and Ability they all knew
1 had enough ; and all the Queilion was, whether I was willing to employ
them upon this Occafion, which fo much concerned the King's Service, and

the Honour of the Nation. Hereupon I told him, how I had ufed my utmoft

Endeavours in it already, how many Reprefcntations I had made the States,

how many Conferences I had had with their Commifi^oners, how long and

particular Accounts I had given them hitherto, and how I had valued all the

Realbns tranfmitted me from hence, and how all to no purpofe: And being,

1 confefs, a little hated after lo long and unpleafant a Converfation (as well

as he) I ask'd him in the Name of God what he thought a Man could do
more? Upon this in a great Rage he anfwered me. Yes } he would tell me
what a Vian might do more, and what I ought to do more> which was, to
let the King and all the World know how bafely and unworthily the States

had ufed him j and to declare publickly how their Minifters were a Company
of Rogues and Rafcals, and not fit for his Majefty or any other Prince to have
any thing to do with : And this was a Part that no body could do fo well as L
My Anfwer was very calm. That I was not a Man fit to make Declarations

:

That
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That svhenever I did upon any Occafion, I fhould fpeak of all Men what I

thought of them j and fo I rtiould do of the States^ and the Miniflers I had
dealt with there, which was all I could fay of this Bufinefs. And fo our Con-
verfation ended.

Upon all thefe Paflages, and feme others not fit for a Letter, I have fixed

my Judgment of the Affairs and Counfels at prefent in Defign or Deliberation
here. I apprehended Weather coming, that I fhall have no mind to be abroad
in ; and therefore refolved to get a warm Houfe over my Head as foon as I

could : And neither apprehend any Uneafinefs of Mind or Fortune in the pri-

vate Life I propofe to my felf j unleG fomc publick Revolutions fhould draw
both upon me, which cannot touch me alone, and muft be born like a common
Calamity.

I cannot find them willing yet to end my Embafly in Form, or give me
leave to fend over for my Wife and Family j which 1 eafily apprehend the
Reafon of, and mud go through as well as I can ; though my Expence at the
Hague be great, and my Hopes little here of getting my Pay, as I find Affairs

go and Difpofitions too in the Treafury, where all is difpofed in a manner by
Hirfhomas Clifford. In the mean time I have fent over for my Spanijl} Horfe,
and intend to fend a Groom away with him to Dublin^ in hopes you will be
pleafed with him. I can be /o with nothing more than the Occafions of ex-
preffing always that Duty wherewith I am, '

SIR,
Your, &c.

To Monfieur de Witc.

Sheen, July Zf.

SIR, 1671.

Fi Y yours of the I4lh Inftant I re-

^ ceived the Marks you were plea-

fed to give me of your Friendfiiip and

Memory, which 1 value as I ought,

and as coming from a Perfon who has

already acquired the Efteem of all the

A\ orld, and by that the Right of do-

ing much Honour to others to whom
he gives any Teftimony of his own.
I can pretend to no other part in it,

than what your Goodnefs gives me,
and am afraid that this may do Injury

to your Judgment. But knowing that

your Opmion of me is folely founded

upon your Knowledge of my good
Inteutions, I fhail defend my felf no

longer; becaufe in this Age there is fo

little Honour in being a good Man,
that none are fufpefted to employ their

Vanity about it, any more than their

Purlu'ts. I fhould quit my Refidence

at the Hague with much Regret, if I

were of your Opinion in what regards

me J
for I think I fhould be wholly

ufclefs there, and find I am better

turned for making a good Gard'ner than

an able Mhiifter. However, I fhall

ever bear much Refpe£t and Efteem
Vol. IL to

A Monfieur cie IVttt.

De Sheen, le if
Monfieur, Juil. 1671.

J'jiTregu dans "jotre lettre du 14
de ce mois les marques que vous

avez bien voulu me donner de vo-

ire fouvenir, Cjf de •voire amitie, je

les ejlime ce qu'ellcs i-.ilent, y comme
•venant d''une perfonne qui s^eji deja ac-

quis Vejlime de tout le monde, 6? par

la le droit de faire beaucoup d'honneur

en donnant des marques de la fienne.

Je n'ay ffaurois pretendre d'autre part

que celle que voire generofiti m^y don-

ne y je crains meme que cela tie faf-

fe quelque tort a votre jugement. Maisy
fachant que la bonne opinion que vous

temoignez avoir de moy, n'efi fondee

que fur la connoiffance de mes bonnes

intentions., je ne veux plus me defen-

dre } car, au rejle, dans un fiecle com-
me le notre, il y a trop peu de gloire

a etre homme de bien., pour s'attirer

le foupgon d'avoir tourne fe veues a ce

cote la, y borne fa vanite a fi peu
de chofe. Je quitterois avec beaucoup

de regret, le fejour de la Haye, ft j'a-

vois de moy meme, Vopinion que vous

voulez que fen aye j mon fentiment efl,

que fy ferois tout-a fait inutile ; £5?

je me fens beaucoup plus propre a pra-

I i 1 tiqutr
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to thofe who arc well qualified for the ti^uer I'art d'un bon jardinier, que ce-

latter, and therefore cannot fail of luy d'habile Miniftre. J'auray pow
both for your Perfon in particular, any tant toujours fejiime ^ le refpeii qui

more than of my Acknowledgments for font diis a eux qui favent bien ce dtr-

your Civilities to me at the Hague^ nier, £s* par la je croy dire affez clai-

whereof I fhall ever prefcrve the Re- rement^ que je «V« manquereray jamais

membrance, as well as the Paflion pour vdtre perfonne en particuUer. Je

wherewith I am, fay de plus quelle reconnoijfance je dois

<i toutes les civilitez que j'ay reccues de

vous pendant mon fejour a la Haye ; de

mon ctsur en confervera eternellemcnt le

fouvenir^ ainft que la pajfion avec laquelle

jefuisy

SIR, Monfieur,

Tours, See. Votre, (^(,

To Sir John Temple.

SIR, London, Sept. 14. x6jl.

I
AM fare you will be pleafed with knowing that my Wife and Family are

fafe arrived from Hslland, after a Paflage that might very well have met
with other Dangtrs befides thofe of Wind and Weather. I could not obtain

Leave to fend for them till July, though I had for fomc Months folicited both

that and the ending of my EmbafTy : But then his Majefty was pleafed to grant

me both that Liberty, and alfo of writing to the States and to Monfieur de ^f^itt,

to take my Leave of them, and end my EmbaiTy as upon my own Defire, and

my own private Occafions > which were indeed enough to engage me in that

Purfuit, confidering the Charge of maintaining an Ambaflador's Family at the

Hague, while my Payments from the Exchequer went fo heavy and fo laine.

'Tis true, I had other Reafons long about me, which I kept to my felf : For
foon after my coming over, my Wife writ me Word, that Monfieur Gioe the

Danijh Envoy there, had told her in Confidence, and out of Kindnefs to rae,

that Monfieur Pompone the French Ambaffador at the Hague, had acquainted

him. That new Meafures were taken between our Court and that of France;

among which one was, that I {hould be recalled and return no more.

At the fame time Monfieur de Witt had upon the Delays ofmy Return, told

my Secretary Mr. Blaithivait, that he fhould take my ftay or coming back for

certain Signs of what the King's Intentions were towards the preferving or

chunging the Meafures he had taken with the States; and had defired him to

kt the Court know what he faid. This I fuppofe made them unwilling to

make a Declaration by my recalling of what they intended upon this Occafion,

•before all Things neccdary were more fully agreed, or better concerted.

Therefore they continued not only my Family there for fo many Months, and

the Talk of my Return, but entertained the Dutch Minifters here with fuch

Language as gained in them an Opinion of our Meafures Hill continuing firm

upon the fame Bottom ; and with fuch a Credulity as was enough to make one

doubt whether they were willing to deceive their Mailers, er to be deceived

thcmfelves.

In July the Dutch Fleet was floating in the Channel ; to ihew, I fuppofe,

that they were in Condition to meet any of thofe Dangers they began to fufpta

from the Motions of France, and from our late Conduft. When the Captain

of the Yacht that was order'd to convey my Wife over, took hi^s Leave at

Court i he had publick Orders given him, if he came in Sight of the Dutch

Fleet, he (hould fail through them, and ihoot at thofe Ships that were next

him, till he made them ftrike Sail, or till they lliot at him again, and then

purfuc his Couvfe. He pafs'd it feems into Holland without feeing them j but

as
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as he returned he met <kt Fleet, and failing through them, made feveral Shot
at thole near him : Upon which they feemed at Icaft not to know what he
meant, and to believe he might be in fome Dillreis, and the Adminl fent a
Boat aboard him to inquire. The Captain told them, that he had been lent
to bring back the £»f///Z) Ambafladrels with her Family from Holland \ and had
Orders to make the Dutch Fleet ihike where-ever he met them in the Channel.
Upon this Meflage by the Boat, Vice-Admiral Fan Ghent came aboard the
Yacht, up n a Compliment to my Wife, which he perform'd very handfom-
ly, and afterwards defired to fpeak with the Captain, of whom he inquired
the Reafon of his fhooting j and receiving the fame Anfwer which had been
given to the firft Boat, he faid it was a Point they had received no Order in
from their Mailers, and did not know how that Affair was agreed between his
Majefty and the States. But though it were fettled, yet the Captain could
not pretend the Fleet and Admir^ii Ihould ftrike to a Yacht ; which was but a
Pkafure-Boat, or at leaft ferved only forPaflage, and could not pafs for one of
the King's Men of War. The Captain faid he had his Orders, and was bound
to follow them. After Fan Ghent was gone, the Captain perplex'd enough
came to my Wife, and defired to know "what fhe pleafed he ihould do in the
Cafe} which fhe faw he did not like very well, and would be glad to get out
of by her Help. She told kirn, he knew his Orders beft, and what he was to
do upon them J

which fhe left to him to follow as he thought fit, without
any regard to her or her Children. He purfued his Courfe, and landed her
fafej after which fhe went to Court, and was very well received, and much
commended for her part in what had pafled : And at Night Sir Lionel Jenkins
was fent to take her Examination in Form upon the whole Matter of Fa6t.
When I went next to the King's Levee, he began to fpeak of my Wife's Car-
riage at Sea, and to commend it as much as he blamed the Captai-n's ; and faid,

fhe had fhewed more Courage than he : And then falling upon the Dutch Info-
lence, I faid, that however Matters went, it muft be confefled that there was
fome Merit in my Family, fince I had made the Alliances with Holland^ and my
Wife was like to have the Honour of making the War. The King fmilfd as
well as I, who had found this the only way to turn the Difcourfe into good
Humour J and fo it ended.

When I went into the King's Qofet, I defired to kifs his Hand upon the
end of my Embj-iTy ; which he gave me very gracioufly, and told me, he had
all the Reafon that could be, to be fatisfied with my Services. And upon my
Dcfire that he would give me fome Help in the Dilpatch of my Payments due
from the Exchequer, fince I was refolved to ask him nothing e]fe> and had
been at fo great Expence to maintain my Family at the Hague fo long without
their Help. He told me, he would Ipeak to the Commiffioncrs of the Trea«
fury to do me Juftice j and in the mean time would give me the Plate belong-
ing to my Embafly, which I had Hill in my PclTefllon. I gave his Majefty my
humble Thanks > and he feemed very much pleafed to fee 1 took it kindly, and
was fo eafily contented.

And thus an Adventure has ended in Smoke, which had for almoft three
y.ears made fo much Noife in the World, reftored and preferved fo long the
general Peace, and left his Majefty the Arbitrage of all Affairs among our
Bl-eigKbours, by the Emperor and Spair^% Refolutions, as well as S-weden and
Holiamr$, to follow his Meafures for the common Safety and Peace of Chri"
ftendc7n.

The Dutch Miniflers at Court, as ill Nofcs as they have, began to fmell the
Powder after the Captain's fhooting, and know not what Countenances to fet
upon it here, and will I doubt be more to feek at their Return. All People
are full of the Politicks and Expcftations of what will be next, which you
muft expc6b to hear from Gazettes, and no more from mej whofhall not fo
much as inquire, nor care to knowj but retire to my Corner &t Sheen, and
endeavour to pafs the reft of my Life as quietly and innocently as I can > and
for the reft, like a private Man, run the Fortune of my Countrey.

I have been long enough in Courts and publick Bufinefs, to know a great
deal of the World and of my felfj and to find that we are not made for one

another.
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another, and that neither of us are like to alter either our Natures or our Cuf-
toms: And that in the Courfe and Periods of publick Government, as well as

private Life, ^ifque fuos patimur Manes.

I am fcnfible this is too long a Trouble; but being like to be the laft of this

kind, I hope you will forgive it, among many others you have been content
with from,

S I R^

Your mojl obedient Son^

and moji humble Servant.

To my Brother Sir John Temple.

Dear Brother^ Sheen, May 2}. 1672.

TH O' I have not much troubled my Friends or my felf with Letters, fincc

I left off all publick Bufinefsi yet our Company here being otherwife

engaged at this time, I could not defer the telling you by this Pelt, that my
Brother Harry is fafe arrived from France, and talks of beginning another Jour-
ney towards you in a little time. I doubt he had not come over fo foon, but

from the Apprehenfion of more Danger at Sea upon the Dutch War breaking

out, which you will at length believe my Prefages of had fomc Reafon, as I

will allow you had none to think them true at that Diftance j fince neither the

French nor the Dutch would believe we were in earneft, till we fell upon the

Smyrna Fleet. My Brother Harry fays, no body till then believed it at Pa-
ris -j and when 1 told my L.oxdi Arlington what he faid, he confefs'd the very

French Court would not believe it till that Blow was flruck : And how well

foevcr our Meafures with them were taken, yet they refolved we fhould begin

the War; which was an Honour we might perhaps have fpared, confidering

who was like to have the Profit of it. .

For the Dutch, though they were alarmed at Sir George Doiv7iin£s being fent

over upon the ending of my Embaffy, yet they thought it was defigned only

to fright them into lome great Payments, as he had endeavour'd to do before

the firil War began j fo that they were ftill in Hopes, that if our common In-

tereft and Treaties fhould not hold us, yet they might at leaft buy our Friend-

fliip. Therefore the States treated S'u George Downing with all Refpedt and
Civiiicyj though the common People were hardly kept in order upon their

old Hatred to him, which was well known here before he went. For when
the Kint^ named hm for that Employment, one of the Council faid, 77j^ Rab-
ble will tear him in pieces ^ upon which the King fmiled, and faid, Well Til
^venture him. But Sir George was fo wife as not to venture himfelf too farj

which made him come away in a Fright without Orders or Leave: And that

was all the Occafion of his being fent to the Tower upon his Arrival, which
difappointed fomc Ends defigned by his Journey. I think indeed none got
much by it but 1 ; who had the good Fortune to put off my Houfe at the

Hague with a great deal of my Furniture to him at his going over. This Ad-
vantage indeed was but fmall, in comparifon of what 1 have loft' upon this Oc-
cafion by the Stop of the Exchequer, which has funk all the Money I had in

Alderman BackweWi Hands, and I doubt, without Recovery. This Council

was carried fo fecret, that I do not hear of any Man at Court that had Warn-
ing enough to call in his Money out of any of the Bankers Hands: Till Sir

Thomas Clifford propofed the thing at Council without other Circumftance,
than faying, that 'twas neceflary the King mufl; have Money upon the War
with Holland: That he knew no other way but this j and delired none would
fpeak againil it, without propofing fomc better and cafier way. Upon this,

nothing more was fiid, and the thing pafs'd; and being immediately publick,
'twas too late for any Man to call in his Money ; which made the Lofs and
Complaint very general, as well as particular to me. Yet I pray God this may

prove
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prove the worft Confequence of the prefent War, and the Counfels that have
engaged us in it. I doubt you will find very ill ones in Ireland by the Lofs of
all your foreign Trade, that will foon follow.

But my publick Thoughts are ended, and fo I leave them to thofc who are

engaged in them. If my Father and you are well, as your Friends are all here,

'tis enough : And I am ever

Tour moji affeSliomte Brother.

To Monfieur. Wickfort.

London^OU. 10.

SIR^ N.S.167Z.

IF by the Courfe of publick AflFairs

it were permitted me to cultivate

any Correfpondence in the Countrey

where you are, it iTiould without doubt

have been yours, which hath ever

been equally profitable and agreeable

to me: But we mull comply with the

Times and Motions of our Govern-
ments, how contrary foever they may
be to our own Inclinations. How-
ever, fince publick Edicts do not for-

bid any Commerce that is only ufed for

withdrawing EfFcfts in either Coun-
trey, I am by that means allowed to

acquit my felf of the Acknowledg-
ments I owe you for difpatching my
i!\fFairs with Monfieur Scague^ and to

dcfire you will continue to me your

good Offices, if I fhall need them,

towards finifliing the reft of my Ac-
counts with my Merciiant at Amjier-

dam.

In the mean time, I thank you for

the Favour of your laft, which has

given me a ^^ery agreeable Surprize :

'Tis a gre;!: Pleafure to hear, that any

Memory is left of a Perfon buried in

the Privacy of a Country Life, and
the idle Amufements of Leifure.

For fince his Majeftv has thought fit

to change the Courfe of his Councils

in the puriuit whereof I was fo long

and fo fincerely engaged, as ever be-

lieving them equally neceflary to the

Repole of Chrijiendom^ and to the

Good of both our Nations; I have

had no fhare at all in Publick Affairs i

but on the contrary, am wholly funk
in my Gardening, and the Quiet of a

private Life; which, I thank God,
agrees with me as well as the Splendor
of the World, and gives me a great

deal more Quiet and Satisfaftion than
I fliould have found by purfumg my
Fortunes in it, if I had the Inclina-

tions

A Monfieur Wickfort.

DeLond. le 10. Oa.
Monfieur, S. N. i6ji.

SI les conjonSlures 13 ks fiiuations des

affaires publiqiies, tn'avoient permis
d'entretenir quelque cerrefpondcnce an
pais ok zwus etes^ c'eut etc fans doute

une amitie comme la votre que j'eujfe ea
foin de cultiver; car elk jri'a toujour

s

paru egalement utile y agreeable. U
faut s^accommoder au tems^ 13 ceder aux
mowvemens^ qui enirainent les EtatSy

quelques oppofez qu''ils foient a nos defirs

&? a nos volontez. Mais comme les

Declarations des Princes ne deffendent

pas cette forte de commerce^ qui n'a pour
but que de retirer les effets^ 13 de fouder

fes comptes de part 13 d'autre^ il m^eji

permis de m'acquiter de ce que je vous
dois pour nCavoir tire d^affaire avec

Monfieur Scague^ {i? de vous fupplier de

me continuer vos hons offices^ en cas
quails me foient encore necejfaires pour fi-
nir le rejle de mes comptes avec mon
Marchand d'Amflerdam.

Je vous remercie en meme terns de let

grace que vous m'avez faite par votre

derniere lettre, qui me fut rendue il y a
quelque tems^ (3 qui me caufa une agre-

able furprife j je voy avec plaifir qu'on

fe fouvient encore d'une perfonne enfeve-

lie dans un fejour champetre^ (3 qui dans

fa retraite ne paroH plus fenfible qii'aux

douceurs d'une vie oifive. Car depuis

que fa Majefte a trouve bon de changer

la face de fon confeil, auquel fay eti

fi long terns (3 fi finccrement devouS^

perfuade que les voeux de ce confeil e-

toient egaletnent utiles ^ au bien de nos

deux nations^ (3 au repos de la Chre-

tienti-j depuis ce terns Iky disje^ je n'ay

pris aucune part aux affaires publiqueSy

(3 fi^ay fonge au contraire qu'a. m'enfon-

cer dans le jardinage^ 13 a gouter la

douceur d'une vie privee ; qui^ graces ^
DieUy me fed auffi bien., que le fafle des

explois, 13 tout Veclat du grand mondcy

(3 ^^ faif joiiir d'un repos plus parfait

que
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* Obfcr-

vattons on

the Ne-
therlands,

which

itf.Wick-

tort after-

wards
tranjlatcd

tions as often as I have had the Occa-

lions to do fo. 1 will not tell jou,

that I have fuccecded fo well in my
I'mall Countrcy Defigns, as I have

fometimcs done in great ones : But, if

ever any favourable Accident (and this

Age produces ftrangc ones enough)

fhould bring you hither j I would let

you fee that our Buildings are not al-

together without Neatnefs: At lead,

I would make you confefs that the

Fruits of my Garden have another

Tafte than thofe ofmy * Clofet,and will

preferve better than thofe of my Em-
baffies. In the mean time, I muftgive

place to our Ladies here, who will

not be fatisfied without afluring you

of their Services, and of the Remem-
brance they will always keep of the

Civilities they have received from you

and your Family. I am,

SIR,
Tour mojl humble and

niofi affeilionate Servant,

que rrCen auroit pii procurer la plus grande

elevation, fi avec d'autres deftrs que

ceux que fay, favois mcnagS toutes les

occajions qui rn'ont He offertes pour arri-

•ver a une grande fortune. Je ne -vous

diray pas que fay aujfi bien reuffi dam
mes petits projets champetres, que fay
autrefois reuffi dans des deffeins plus ele-

I'ez : Mais fi jamais quelque conjonSure

impreveue {car ce ftecle en fait naitre de

plus bizares) m'etoit ajses favorable

pour vous conduire dans notre Ifle, je

vous ferois voir que nos bdtimcns ne font

pas tout a fait fans agrement j ou dit

moins je vous ferois avouer, que les fruits

de monjardin ont bien tin autre gci:t que

ceux de mon cabinet, (^ ont la propriety

de fe confervcr mieux que ceux de mcs

jimbaffades. Jc n'oferois employer ce

qui me rejle de papier
-y £5? il faut que

je fonge a y laiffer dii vuide pour nos

Dames, qui ne me le pardonneroient pas

fi elks n'y trouvoient place pour vous

afsurer de leurs fervices, ^ du fouvenir

qu'elles conferveront toujours de toutes

les bontes qu'elles ont reaues tant de

vous que de votre famille. Je fuis,

Monfieur,

Votrc trcs humble & trcs

afFedionne Servitcur,

W. Temple.

fhe End of Sir W. Temple'; Lsttcrs.

LETTERS
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Sir WILLIJM TEMTLE.

From Mr» Secretary Trevor.

SIR, London, 0£l. 8. 1668. S. F.

I
Have received your Congratulation as an Effed of your Friendihip as
well as your Civility. I am willing to flatter my felf with it, as
a Thing very agreeable to my Ambition, and the Defires I have always

had to deferve it. If it were not to affume fomething of Vanity, I would
make you the offer of all the Services which my prefent or future Fortunes
fliall make me capable to pay you 5 and if I could make them as valuable as
they are fincere, I durfl recommend them to be worthy your acceptance.
Sir, I know your Worth and Merit give me many Competitors to your
Friendfhip ; but in this divided World I claim fome Affinity to your Princi-
ples, which gives fome Singularity to my Pretence.

It is hardly yet in my Province to enter into Bufinefs with you ; but I will
take the Liberty to tell you, that I am very glad you think it neceffary, and
have made fome Progrefs in fome new Expedient for paying the SwediJ]} Sub-
fidies, and confirming that Union which mull: preferve the Peace of Europe.
My Lord Keeper and Lord Privy Seal do a little fear the Conlequence of aii

Univerfal Guarantee upon the Peace of the Pyrenees; left in the Extent of it

it fhould be conftrued to engage the King to greater Charge and Undertak-
ings than will confift with the State of his Affairs. They are of Opinion
that it were better to pay thefe Subfidies in three Parts, whereof Spain will
readily pay his third, and you know how England can pay theirs, if Holland
will accept their Part: And then to proceed freely to comprehend Spain in
the Alliance upon fuch Terms of Advantage as are obvious in refped: to Eng-
land. My Lord Arlington's Thoughts upon this Subjed are not yet known
to me: He is with the King, and I have given Him an Account of thefe
Difcourfes, and m a few Days I believe you will hear from him. In the mean
time I take the Liberty to give you this Advance of our Meditations here j
whereof you will make what ufe you fliall think reafonable to thofe Ends
we aim at.

Sir, I am with great Efteem and Sincerity

Tour moji faithful, and

himhk Servant,

J. Trevor.

Vol. IL K k From
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From the Earl of Northumberland.

S I R^ Pctivorthy Nov. i6. i568.

I
Should be very much to blame if I did not make a more than ordinary-

Acknowledgment for the laft Letter I received from you; wherein I

find more IVIarks of true Fricndfhip than are ufually met with in this Age;
where Truth is fcldom fpokcn, and Flattery is the only Civility. I do very

fully agree with you, that none of the Actions of my Life can be of more
Importance to me than thofc at my firft fetting out, whereby I may give the

World a good or bad Imprcffion of me > and which foever of the two is at

firft taken up, will hardly ever be altered. If I fiiil in this, I cannot but
confcfs my fclf extreme faulty, having lived fo many Years under the Exam-
ples and Precepts of one who made it his whole Bufmefs to inform me of the

Difference between Good and Evil, and who was fo well able to do it : So as

befides the Relation, I can truly fay. That I have loft the beft Friend I had}
and I hope to be believed when I fay that I thought fo.

I will entertain you no longer on this Subjeft; but I have entertained my
fclf very well with reading over your Letter often : And I afTure you that you
cannot beftow your Friendlliip on any Body that doth more efteem it, and
will more gladly embrace it than

Tour mofl affeHionate

and faithful Servant,

Northumberland.

From the Baron de I'lfola.

My Lordf

IF I were not well afTured of your
Goodnefs, and that you know the

bottom of my Heart enough to be

perfuaded, that Time andAbfence can

change nothing of the perfect Friend-

lliip 1 have vow'd for your Excellency,

I might apprehend my long Silence had

raifed in you an ill Opinion of it: But
I will confefs to you freely, that while

I faw Things take a quite contrary

Courfe to what I wifti'd , I had not

the Heart to entertain a Correfpon-

dcnce wherein 1 could furnifti nothing
but Words in the Air, uncertain

Hopes, and Proje6ts without Foun-
dation. But now, when things fcem
to proceed by Maxims more agreeable

to the Circumftances of the prefent

time, I return to my ancient Obliga-
tions, and begin to awake out of the

profound

BruffelkSf Dec. IJ. i668.

Monfieur,

/ je ne conmijfois bien voire bonti

Q? que VOHS favez afscs k fond dt

}>!on coeur four etre ferfuade que k
temps 13 I'abfence ne peuvent rien alti-^

rer de la parfaite amitie que fay vo'd^ A
V. E. fapprehendrois que mon long fi-

lence ne luy en eut fait concevoir quelqta

mauvaife opinion : Mais je luy uvoiieray

franchement que tant que fay veu let

chafes prendre un cours tout contraire i

cehiy que je fouhaitois } je n''ay pas eu le

coeur d^eatrctenir une correfpondencc dans

laquelle je n'aurois pu fournir que des

paroles en Fair, des efperances incer-

taines, i^ des projets fans fondemcns.

A prefent qu'elles femblent s^acheminer

par des masimes plus convenabks aux
circonflances du terns prefent, je reviens

a mes anciennes obligations, £3* com-

mence a me revciller comme du profond

4 fommeil
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profound Sleep wherein the languifli-

ing of our Affairs had plunged mej
and my firft Care is to renew to your

Excellency my ancient Services, and

to teftify my extremeJoy for the Hope
I have of the Honour very foon to

embrace you, and pour into your Bo-
fom my moft fecret Thoughts. But
fhall we not havealfo the Company of

your illuftrious Lady my Lady 'Temple ?

JMy Wife, who will needs bear me
Company, will never be comforted if

Ihe miifes the Occafion of feeing fo

dear a Friend : And I confefs to you,

it would be a fenfible Mortification if

we fhould not find her with you. In

the mean time I humbly defire your

Excellency to believe that I am abfo-

lutely yours, and that I have taken

part as I ought in the Glory you have

acquired in the World by your great

and happy Negotiations, wifhing you

from the bottom of my Heart all the

Advantages you ought juftly to expe£t

from fo generous a Mafter. Thefe are

the moft ardent Wifhes of,

My Lord,

Tour Excellency''s moft

humble and moft

obedient Servant,

fommeil oil la langueur de nos operations

m'avoit plonge j fjf mon premier foin eft

de renouveller a V. E. mes anciens fer-

vices
-J (^ lay temoigner Pextreme joye

que fay de Vefpoir d'avoir bientot I hon'

neur de Vembrajfer, £5* verfer dans fon

fein mes plus fecrettes pensees. Mais n'y

trouverons nous point votre Illuftre Ma-
dame Temple ? Ma femme^ qui veut ab-

folument m'accompagner, ne fe confolera

jamais fi elk perd cette occafion de voir

une fi precieufe amie : Et je vous avoiie

que ce nous feroit une fenfible mortifi-

cation, ft nous ne la rencontrions pas au-

pres de vous. Ccpendant je prie tres

humblement V. E. de croire que je fuis

abfolument a elk, i^ que fay pris toute

la part que 'je devois, a la gloire qu'elle

s'eft acquife dans le monde par fes belles

fs? heureufes negotiations \ hiy fouhait-

tant du fond du cceur tous les avantages

que vous devez juftement attendre d'ua

fi genereux Maitre. Ces font les voeux

tres ardents que fait fans cejfe.

Monfieur,

De votre Excellence,

le tres humble 8c tres

obeiflant Serviteur,

De I'Ifola.

From my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, London, Jan. ip. i66|.

I
Have two of yours to acknowledge of the ifth and zid, I Ihould have faid

three i for of the former Date I had two, one relating to the publick Af-
fair, the other to you and me j to which I will make Anfwer at the Bottom
of this.

I am glad to fee that at your firft Entrance with Monfieur le Baron d'lfola,

you had worried him out of the Vifion he carried thither, to perfuade the State

and you to a ^adruple Alliance > or, as they have chriften'd it in Spain, an Of-
fenfive and Detenfive League with us. The Teftimony the World hath juftly

given him of his Wit, makes him think it fufficient to prevail in any Subject.
But your laft fhews him come to fome Reafon, and that there are two hundred
thoufand Crowns already in Hand for the Satisfaftion of the Sivede. I hope a
few Days will make him confefs all. Before this, I affiire my felf you have his

Majefty's Inftruftions upon this Subjeftj and the Satisfa6tion of feeing, that
you know our Mind before we told it to you, which I obferved to his Maje-
fty and his Minifters much to your Advantage.
Vo L. n. K k z I have
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I have alfo this Day in the Prefencc of Mr. Secretary Tr^'vor, communicated
to fome of the Eajl-India Company the Paper given you by the States upon
their Affairs, with the Amendments Monfieur^e IVitt hadfent to Amfterda;n to

make ic more compleat. They feem at firll View to believe it comes up to
their Defires in Subllancc, but have defired it to fee whether it be rightly

worded, with a Promife to return it to be fent you again by the next Poll, if

by that time we can agree what Form to give it.

As to what is faid before concerns us both, I have little to fay j I mean, I

am this Evening too much off the Hooks to reply fo obligingly to you as you
have fpoken to me upon the Probability of my devolving my Correfpondence
with you to Sir John 1're'uor. I cannot but tell you what you know already,

that you are under his Diftridj and muft therefore cxpcd from him all the
formal Difpatches, but ihall never be eafed of my particular ones, till you give
me Caufe, which I know you will never do, to love you or value you lefs. Be-
fides, Utrumque noflrum incredibiU modo confentit afirum : And I am refolved

never to leave you till I have made you able to make my own Fortunes -, for

which you have Credit enough already, if you had alfo place for it : And be-
lieve me without Flattery, you have enough of the former to deferve Envy,
which you muft learn betimes to live with.

I have not yet fpoken with Mr. IVilliamfon concerning the Correfpondence
you furnifli him , he fhall himfelf anfwer for it and his Omiflions all this

whilej and for my felf, believe it, there is no Man living loves and values you
more, nor can be with more Truth,

Your moft affe6liomte

and moji humble Servant^

Arlington.

From my Lord Keeper Bridgeman.

My Lord, EJfex-Houfe, Jan. z8. \66\.

I
HAD the Favour of your Excellency's of the 51ft Inftant, N. S. with a

Copy ot your Letter to Mr. Secretary Trevor.^ and am your Debtor for a

Letter of a former Date. I am exceeding glad to find the Bufinefs of the Sive-

dljl: Sublidies to be brought fo near a good Conclufion. Sir Mark Ognati came
to me about the fame time of the Receipt of yours j and gave me the like Af-
furances,as touching the Concert they were now fatisfied with itj but only for

Convenience-fake propofed the Change of fix hundred Horfe into Foot, as ap-

prehending our Engliflo Horfe not fo well able to endure the hard Forage in

Flanders, as the FlemiJIj ; but our Foot they took to be excellent good. 1 find

(though I would not tell him fo) that we fhall fcarce agree here to fend our

Foot without Horfe to accompany and fecure them. As for the time of fend-

ing the Forces, I believe (and fo I told him) that we fhall infill to have it un-

determined as to a Day ; and they muft reft upon the Expreflions, l-nth all the

fpeed we can j which is enough, where the Stipulation is Bona fide intended to

be performed i and the other is not enough without it. Some two Days ago
we received Intelligence that the King of France has fubmittcd the Differences

touching the Conde and the other Dependances upon his Conquells, to the

Determination of the King of England and Crown of Siveden, I'o it be done
within a Year. I hope we Ihall have Peace abroad by this means for a Year
at leaft > I wi(h it may be fo at home > and this good News which you fent us,

gives mc more Encouragement to believe it will be fo, than any I have from
hence.

I have
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I have fomcwhat a fore Fit of the Gout, which ftill is in my Hand, and

caufes me to make ufe of my Nephew's Pen.

I am with all Faithfiilnefs,

My Lord,

Tour EntelUncfi mofi

affeSlionate humble Servam,

Orl. Bridgman, C.S>

From Mr, Secretary Trevor.

My Lordy IVhitehally March y. \66^.

I
Have now herewith fent your Excellency the Ratifications for the two In-

ftruments you laft fent over. Your Lordlliip will take notice that the

Guarantee was ratified once before in May laft,and left in your Hands : I pre-

fume that fince this laft Ratification is to be the fame Guarantee and the Con-
cert together, you will keep the former in your Hands ftill. I am glad the

laft Fradion of zoooo Rix Dollars is paid alfo, and now the whole matter efta-

blifh'd.

I received yours of the nth Inftant, N. S. and the inclofed Declaration to

the Eleftor of Mentz, of which I have not yet had Opportunity to inform his

Majefty, and to receive his Commands and Refolutions. To the Concept for

Surinam he will return you one of our own more full j but fuch as fhall not
differ much from what the States feem in theirs to intend, but more explicite,

and lefs fubje£l to Evafion. By the next I hope to fend it, that this Matter
may not be delay'd on our part.

We have little News here. The Parliament makes hafte to difpatch before

Eafter. In the Lord's Houfe there is arifen a great Procefs which fill Mens
Heads, upon the Petition of my Lord Roos; who having been by Aft of Par-
liament laft Year divorced from his Wife, and his Children by her declared il-

legitimate, and uncapable to inherit, doth now prefs for another Aft to enable

him to maiTy another. On thurfday will be the great Debate, in which both
the Spiritual and Temporal Lords are divided much.
My Lord, I was very forry to find your Indifpofition by your Letter j I

heartily wifh you a quick Recovery, and all other Advantages, which no Man
defires for you more truly than

Tour Excellency^s mojl

faithful humble Servant.

J.Ttcvpr.

From
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from the Duke of Ormond.

My Lord, Whitehall, May 17. 1669.

THinking as you did that your Lady's Return to you would be fooner than
it has proved, I refcrved the little or nothing I have to fay to you, till

her Arrival with it might make the Diverfion from the Affairs you are full of,

more fuitable.

I have not miflcd a Day at the Committee where your Difpatches are confi-

dcr'd, fince you went from hence, till yefterday, that I was kept in my Cham-
ber by an Apprehenfion rather than a Fit of the Goutj and that Omiffion was
well fupplied by a Vifit I received from Mr. Secretary 'Trevor, who gave me a

Relation of your laft Letters, and of the unequal Defires of fome of our

Allies.

I have all the Reafon in the World to be very confident that if you were in

a Station where your Ability and Induftry could be as ufeful to me as your
Friendfliip is real, I fhould foon find the Effeds of it: And this Judgment I

make not only from the entire Credit I give to your Profeffions, but from the

Experience 1 daily have of your Brother the Solicitor's Care of all my neareft

Concerns} which, next to the King's continued Bounty, will owe their great-

eft Security and Difpatch to his Advice and Afliilances. My Wife I hope is

now in Ireland, both to think and advife farther with him.

I am with all Reality,

My Lord,

Tour Lordflnfs mofl affeSlionate

and moji humble Servant,

Ormond.

From my Lord Amhajfador Montague.

My Lord, Paris, May 14. 1669.

I
Received the Favour of your Lordfhip's of May the i6th. I am glad to

hear that the Bufinefs fo long depending is like to come to fo fudden a good

Conclufion. Both the Spaniards and the Swedes are obliged to your Lordihip,

for you have proved a better Solicitor for them both, than either of them could

have been for themfelves.

This Court is mightily overjoy'd with News that an Exprefs has brought in

great Diligence out of Poland, almoft alTuring the Prince of Conde's Ele£tion

to that Crown. If it fhould prove fo, the Swedes have done no ill Bufinefs

for themfelves in entring into the Triple jllliance.

The Succours defigned for Candia they fay will certainly be embarked and

put to Sea the end of this Month.
This is all you (hall be troubled with at prefent from,

My Lord,

Tour Excellencfs mofi

obedient humble Servant.

^.. .^ R. Montague.

From
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From the Covjiabk ^/Caftlie.

My Lord^

Received your Excellency's Let-

ter of the 30th pafl, and obferved

among other Points, that your Excel-
lency there infinuates to me, not to

prefs you any more upon the Specifi-

cation of Time, nor any other Change
in the Inftruments, becaufe you had
not Orders to do it ; in anfwer to

which I will tell your Excellency,

that I efteem as I ought the Zeal

wherewith you have ailifted to the

Conclufion of the Guarantee, and to

our Advantage } afluring you, that I

am very much obliged to you for it

:

And having farther confider'd atten-

tively what your Excellency has re-

prefented to me j and particularly of

what Importance it was to finilh this

Affair: And to manifeft farther, the

refpcftful Deference I have to what-
ever can be agreeable to his Britannick

Majefty j I have condefcended the

more willingly and readily to the Pay-
ment of zooooo Patacoons to the Mi-
nifters of Sweden, in the Form your
Excellency will have learnt more at

large from Don Stephen de Gamarra.

And befides, our Refident at Louden

Don Manuel de Fonfeca informs me by
Letters of the Z4th and 30th of Janu-
ary, that the Lord Keeper, my Lord
ylrUngton, and Secretary 'Trevor, have

all three affured him, that after his

Britannick Majefty was informed par-

ticularly of our Reafons, he had refol-

ved to order you to conclude the

Treaty, and to fpecify the Time in

the A£t of Afliflances, as I had de-

fired of you; and that in Conformity
to this, Orders fhould be fent you, by
which there was no Doubt at London

of the entire Conclufion of the Gua-
rantee. After which Notices, and the

Proofs I have of your Excellency's

Defire to fee this Affair finifhed to our
Satisf\£tion, I have caufe to hope,

that your Excellency having already

received the faid Orders, will be at

no farther Pain to fpecify the faid

Term wherein his Britanick Majefty
will give us Supplies in the fame Form
that other Confederate Princes have

granted

Monfieur,

Bruffelles, Feb. 6. i6jo-

'J Y receu la ' leitre de votre Excel-
lence du "ifO dti pafse, (^ veu en-

^^ ire aiitres points^ ce qiCelle vi'y in-

finue, de ne la vouloir faire plus pref-
fer fur la fpecification du terns, ni au-
cun autre cbangement dans les inflru-

mens , puis qu'elle n'avoit pas les or-
dres de le faire En reponfe de quoy
je diray a F. E. que j'efiime comr.te je
dois le zele avec lequcl elk a cooper^
a

^
la conclufion de la garantie, (^ a

n'otre avantage > Vajfeurant que je luy
en demeure tres oblige (J ires recon-

noifiant. Et ayant en outre confidere
attentivement tout ce que V. E. m'a
reprcfente, fj? particulierement Vempor-
tance qu'il y avoit d'achever cette af-
faire, {5? pour manifefter tant plus la

refpe^iueufe deference que fay a tout
ce qui pent etre agreahle a fa Majeflc
Bretannique : Je fuis condefcendu tant
plus volontiers £5? promptement a la
delivrance des 200000 Pattacons aux
Miniftrcs de la Couronne de Suede ^ en
la forme que V. E. Vaura appris plus
a plein du Sieur Don Eftcvan de Ga-
marra. Et d'ailleurs, comnie nkre Re-
fident a la Cour de Londres, Don Ma-
nuel de Fonfieca, me mande par lettres

du 24 fi? 30 6?5 Janvier; que le Garde
des Seaux, Milord Jrlington, 6? U Se-
cretaire Trevor, Vont tous trois afifeu-

re , qu'apres que fia Majefie Bretan-
nique avoit efie informe en detail des

raifons qui nous afiiftent , elle avoit

rcfolue de vous ordonner de conclurre le

Traite, ^ de fipecifier le terns dans
VaSte des afiifianccs, comme je Favois
demande, £5? qu'en cette conformity I'on

vous envoyeroif ks ordres : Moyennant
quoy I'on ne doutoit plus a Londres de
Ventiere conclufion de la Garantie. En-
fiuite des quelles notices, ^ des preuves
que fay du deftr de F. E. de voir
vuider cette affaire a. notre fiatisfac-

tion J yay fiujet d'efiperer que votre
Excellence ayant deja receu lefidits or-
dres, elle n'aura plus de peine de fpe-

cifier ledit terme, auquel fa Majejli
Bretannique nous donnera le fecours,

en la meme forme que les aatres Po-
tentats Confederez Vont accordd, fioit

dans
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granted them, whether in the fame

Aft, or in an Inflriiment apart, as

your Excellency offers in your Let-

ter } and 1 dcfire you earneilly to do

it, that we may acknowledge the en-

tire Accomplimment of this Treaty

to his Britannick Majeily, and to the

Difpofition of your Excellency, from

whofc Hand I Hill exped this Favour,

accompanied with that of your Com-
mands to ferve you, as being entirely,

My Lord^

Tour Excellency's mofl

humble and mofl

affeSliomte Servant.,

dans le meme aHe^ ou dans tin infiru-

tnent a part., comme F. E. Voffre en

fa lettre-j ij je Ven prie tres inftam-

ment de le 'vouloir faire, a fin que

nous donnions Vaccomplijfement tout en-

tier de ce traite a fa Majeft^ Bretan-

nique., (^ a la difpofition de V. E. de

la main de laquelle fattens encore cette

favour., accompagnie di celle de fes com-

mandemens en fon fervice^ comme etant

entierement^

Monficur,

De votre Excellence

tres humble & tres

affeftionne Serviteur,

Connetable.

From the Count de Monterey.

Monfieur, BrulTelles, 17 Juill. 1570.

LjEiS" temoignages qu^il a plus a votre Excellence de me donner de la joye que

lay a cause le choix que la Reyne ma MaitrefJ'e a fait de moy pour le Gouverne-

went de ccs Provinces., font fi evidents^ fjf accompagnes des avis fi falutaires 13 dignes

de la prudence de V. E. que je ne trouve pas des termes propres pour expliquer Jes

fentimens d'obligation 13 de gratitude qui m'en demeurent : J\fpere que cette nouvelle

charge me fubminiftrera les occafions frequentes, de luy faire voir plutot par les effets

(3 mes fervices., que par des paroles., le defir que fay de cultiver non feulement la

honne correfpondence Q amitie avec V- E. mais aujft d'executer les bans confeils (3

jnflrunions qu'elle a eu agrcable de me communiquer en fa lettre clu zz de ce mois^

pour tant mieux addrefj'er en cette penible charge felon les fouhaits de V. E. a quoy

j'appliqueray tous mes foins (3 mes forces avec autant de chaleur (3 de paffton que

jefuis,

Monfieur,

De votre Excellence

tres humble & tres dedie Serviteur,

y. Comte de Monterey.

From
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From Sir John Werden.

My Lord, Stockholttii Sept. 17. O. S. 1670.

I
Carrie to this Place about eighteen Days ago, and have not in all this time

met with any thing worthy [of your Excellency's Notice j the moft appa-

rent Reafon whereof hath been the Abfence of this King and Court, who
have made a kind of Progrefs through fome Parts of this Countrey, and are

expefted here again about a Fortnight hence.

Among other things, I have brought with me and delivered a Letter from
the King my Mafter to this King } reciting one lately fent from Spain, where-
in that Queen fignifies her Aflent to the Arbitration of England a.nd Sweden i

but at the fame time infinuatcs her Defires to have Holland admitted as a third

Arbitrator, and offering to renew their joint Inftances to Spain, to induce

that Crown to confent to the Arbitration, in the fame Form as France hath all

along offered : Both the Kirtg my Mafler and this Crown being perfuaded

that France hath condefcended as far already as is necefTary for the amicable
Compofure deligned j at leaft, that the Arbitrators named by France are as well
qualified for it as any other can be.

Your Excellency will oblige me much to let me have fuch Notices, rela-

ting either to this or any other publick Matter, as your Excellency iball judge
proper for me to know : In return whereof, if I am unable to prefent your
Excellency with other than Relations of the Tartars Incurfxons and Succefs in

Mufcovy^ of our future difmal Frofls, of Witches out of Lapland^ &c. it is the

Fault of my Station, and only my Misfortune that I am like to be fo ufelefs a
Correfpondent j being otherwife very really,

My Lord,

I'our Excellency's moft affeBionaie

and moft ebedient humble Servant.

John Werden.

P. S. I fhould be glad to know what Confequences are drawn from the
French Seizure of Lorrain, which at this Diflance affords us much Variety of
Difcourfe.

Alfo, whether the Subjeft of Monfieur de jinjeau's Embaffy from France hi-
ther be yet gueffed at, and what it is.

Vol. 11. LI From
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From Monfietir de Witt.

My Lord^

Hague.) OB. zi.

1670. Monfieur,

A la Haye, Oft. 2 1

.

1670.

I
Received the Honour of both your

Excellency's Letters of the i^d

and 30th of September.) upon the Sub-

je£b of the Englifi Ship, which the

Dire£tor of the IVeji-India Company
in the Ifle of Curaca has arrelled.

Meffieurs Boreel and Beuningheti have

wrote about it at the fame time to

the States General., who are very much
difpofed to give Order in this Matter,

for all that Juftice can fuffer to be

done, in Confideracion of the King of

England. But whereas the Spanijh

Ambaflador has prefented them a Me-
morial upon the fame Affair j and that

it is without doubt, of Importance for

the common Good, to have this Inci-

dent terminated by an amicable Con-

cert between the Parties j at leaft, be-

caufe the Rules of common Juftice

will not allow that an Affair fhould be

decided without hearing him or them
that believe themfelves concerned in

it : 'their High and Mightinejfes have

given Direftion by this Ordinary to

their Miniflers at London., to endea-

vour bringing the Affair to an Accom-
modation between the Minifters of

Great Britain and Monfieur de Molina

the Ambaflador of Spain at his Maje-

fly's Court. I fend you the Copy of

the Ambaffador Gamarra's Memorial,

that you may fee the Spaniards do not

agree to what others fay in their Fa-

vour : But this will not hinder the

States from doing, in Confideration of

his Majefty, the utmoft that can con-

fift with Juftice ; as I in my particu-

lar, iTiall contribute all in my Power
to his Satisfaftion, and to whatever

will help to preferve the good Intel-

ligence between his Majefty and this

State. To this End I could have

wilh'd, that there had not appeared

on cither fide, any Libels, Verfes,

Medals, or other fuch difpleafing

Things, and particularly, that the Ac-
cidents of the laft War might no more
be thought on, whereof the Memory
fliould be for ever aboliflied. And I

confcfs freely, that in this Countrey
there is a little too much Licence si-

T^AT receu les deux lettres que Vbtre

Excellence m'a fait Vhonneur de m*e-

crire dii 1} (3 30 Sept. Jlile d'Jn-

gleterre.) au Sujet du navire ylnglois., que

le DireEleur qui efi de la part de la

Cotnpagnie des Indes Occidentaks dans

rifle de Curaca a fait arreter. Mef-
fieurs Boreel 6f Van Beuningben en ont

ecrit en meme terns a Meffieurs les Etats

Generauxy qui fe trowvent fort difposes

h ordonner fur ce Sujet., tout ce que la.

juftice pourra fouffrir eftre fait., en Ia,

confideration du Roy de la Grande Bre-

tagne. Mais comme Monfieur VAmbaf-
fadeur d'Efpagne leur a prefente un me"

moire fur la meme affaire., 13 qWil im-

porte fans doute pour le bien commun que

Von termine cet incident par un concert

aimable entre les interefses > au moins

6? que Vordre 6? les regies de la juftice,

ne permettent pas que I'on difpofe dans

une affaire fans aioir ouy celuy ou ceux

qui s'y croyent touches ^ Leurs Hautes

Piiiffances ordonnent par cet ordinaire a
Meffieurs leurs Miniftres qui font ci Lon-

dres., de iacher de porter Vaffaire a un

accommodement aimable entre les Mini-

ftres du Roy de la Grande Bretagne, £5?

Monfieur de Molina Ambaffadeur du

Roy d'Efpagne a la Cour de fa MajeftL

Je z'ous envoye., Monfieur., la copie du

mcmoire de VAmbaffadeur de Garnarra^

afin que vous y 'voyiez que les Efpagnols m
demcurent pas (Vaccord de tout ce que

les autres difent en leur faveur > 7nais

cela n'empechera pas que Meffieurs les

Etats ne faffent en la confideration

de fa Majeftc tout ce qui fe pourra fairs

en toute Vetendue de la juftice^ com-

me en mon particulier je contribueray

toujoiirs ce qui fera de mon pouvoir i

fa fatisfaRion., ^ a ce qui pourra fer-

'uir a maintenir la bonne intelligence en-

ire elk £s? cet Etat. Pour cet effet je

fouhaitcrois que de part i3 d'autre it

n'eiit point paru des libelles, des vers.,

des medailles^ ou autres chofes fembla-

blcs., qui euff'ent pu dcplaire > y parti-

culierement que Von ne fongeat plus aux
accidents d'une guerre dont la mcmoire

devroit eftre abolie a jamais j ^ j'ai'oue

•volontiers qu'en ce pais Pon fe donne un

feu
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ven in certain things j though after

the moft diligent Search we could not
find that the Libels complained of,

were printed in this Province. Be-
fides you know, there are Epidemi-
cal Evils which are without Remedy,
and that all one can do, is to give
fome Eafe to a Diltemper which can-
not be entirely cured : You, my Lord,
and thofe who refemble you, are above
fuch Trifles^ as you properly call them,
and confider only the true Intentions
of the StatCf where the King fliall e-

ver find all the Rcfped he can defire.

For the reft, I refer my felf to what

the faid Deputies of the State will tell

you upon the Subjedt of your laft Let-

ters : And for me, 1 fhall ever think it

an Honour to let the King know,
that after the Service I owe my Coun-
trey, I ihall employ my felf for that

of his Majefty, with all imaginable

Zeal, efpecially if you will pleafe to

mix yours with mine, fince it is with
an Inclination altogether particular

that I am.

My Lord,

Tour Excellency^s moji

humble and mofi

affeElionate Servant,

pen trop de licence en des certaines

chofes : ^oyque pourtant aprei une
recherche tres exaHe, Pon rCait point

f(u trouver que les libelles dont on fe

plaint par de la^ ayent efii impriynis en
cette Province. Mais voui favez aujji

qu'il y a des maux epidemiques qui font

fans remede, £3* que tout ce que fan y
peut [aire, c^eji d'adoucir le mal que Von
ne peut pas entierement guerir. Vous,
Monfteur, ^ ceux qui vous rejfemblent,

vous ejles au dejfus de ce que vous nom-
mez Men, Bagatelles, £3* ne vous

arretez qu'aux veritables intentions de

VEtat } ou le Roy trouvera toujours tout

le refpeSl 6? tous les fentimens qu'il
pourra fouhaiter.

jiu rejle, je me remcts h ce que lef-

dits Miniftres de VEtat vous diront de
plus fur les matieres contenues en vos
fufdites lettres. Et pour ce qui eft de

moy, je tiendray a gloirc de faire con-

mitre au Roy, qu'apres le fervice que
je dois a ma patrie, je nt'emploieray

pour celuy^ de fa Majefti avec tout le

zele imaginable', fur tout, quand vous

y voudrez meler le vbtre\ puifque c'efi

avec une inclination loute particulure

quejefuis,

Monfieur,

De Votre Excellence '

le tres humble & tres

affeftionne Scrvitcur,

Johan. de Wit,

From the Baron d'lfbla.

My Lord,

Hague, Nov. 14.

1670.

I
Am extreme glad to hear by your
Excellency's Letter, of your hap-

py Return from the Countrey to the

Court, together with a good Account
of your Health ; but I confefs I fhould

have been much more pleafed to have
learnt it from your own Mouth than
your Letter. Your Abfence from this

Place begins to be tirefome j and every
Body is much concerned at the great

Occafions that are loft by it, for ad-

vancing the Publick Good.
Vol. II. The

Monfieur,
A la Haye, 14 Nov,

1670,

C'Eft avec heaucoup de joye que fay
appris par la lettre de Votre Excel-

lence fon heureux retour de la Campagne
a la Cour, £5* la parfaite fante dont elk

jouit. Mais je vous confejje quefau-
rois beaucoup mieux aime les apprendre

par fa propre bouche que par fes lettres:

Son abfence commence a devenir enuyeufe,

y tout le monde eft difconcerte beaucoup

de bonnes chofes qui fe pourroient faire

pour le bien public.

L 1 i L»
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The Readinefs that the Parliament

of England hath fhewn in giving con-

fiderable Aids to his Britaimick Ma-

jeflr, is a Mark of their Zeal and Pru-

dence i
and makes it manifeil enough,

that they know their true Intcrell ;

and apprehend as they ought, the Pro-

grefs and Preparations of the Neigh-

bouring Princes. I doubt not but his

Majefty will correfpond with their

good Delires, by fuch Ilrong and vi-

gorous Refolutions, as the prcfent

Time and his own Interefts require.

France ftill continues to give out. That
England is wholly in their Interefts,

and that all thefe Preparations are in

their Favour. At the fame time the

French publifh this, they endeavour to

perfuade us, that the Emperor has no

good Intentions, and that they are in

a ftri6t League with him. But fince

their Game is to rule by making Di-

vifion, curs ought to be that of fup-

porting our felves by uniting. I believe,

the Intentions of your Court are very

fincere, and I can affure you, that ours

are fo too : It only remains that we
fhould rightly underftand one another,

and defpife all the Suggeftionsof thofe

who can only find their Account in

our Difunion. I afTure you, that your

long ftay where you are, is very hurt-

ful to Affairs in general, as well as to

the particular Service of the King your

Mafter. I dare not mention to you
all the bad Effefts it caufes : And after

all, the French make bad ufe of it to-

wards your Court, to publilli fo con-

fidently as they do, that they arc in

private Intelligence there, fince it is a

Thing evidently falie ; and if it were

true, it is a very unfaithful Part in

them to divulge it. But they ferve

Princes juft as they do IFomcn^ whofe
Favours they publilli, whether they

l>ave received any or no. I proteft to

you, I think all fort ofCommerce with
them is dangerous.

Pray believe mc to be more than any
one in the World,

My Lordy

Tour Excellency's mofi

humble and moji

obedient Servant,

La proynptitude que k Parkment
d' Angleterrc a temoigne pour donner des

ylffijiances confiderakes a fa Majejle

BretanniqtiCf eji une marque dc fun zele

(f) de fa prudence, ^ fait afses conno'i-

tre qu'il connoit fes 'veritables interets,

(^ qu'il apprehcnde comme il doit les

progrez (^ les preparatifs des Puiffances

voifines. Je ne doute pas que fa Ma-
jcjle fie correfpQ-.ide a leurs bon deftrs,

par des fortes 6? vigoureufes refolutions^

telles que le terns prefent 13 fes propres

interets requierent. La France continue

toujours a publier que VAngleterre efi

d'accord avec elk, (^ que tous ces pre-

paratifs fe font en fa faveur. Elle pu-
blie tout cela en meme terns qu'elle tache

de "vous perfuader que VEmpereur «'<j

point des bonnes intentions j 13 qu^elle efi

en des etroites liaifons avec luy. Mali
comme fonjeu eft de regner en divifanly

le notre doit cftre aiiffi de nms foutenir

en nous unijfant. Je croy les intentions

ds nikre Cour fort fmceres, 13 je voiis

puis affeiirer que les notres le font aufft.

II ne refte qu^ a nous bien entendre, £j?

a meprifer de part £5? d'autre toutes les

fuggeftions de ceux qui ne peuvent trouver

leur compte que dans notre defimion. Je
'uous affeure en verite que -votre trop

long fejour au lieu oil vous eftes, eft fort

nuifible aux affaires publiques, (3 an
fervice particulier de votre Roy. Je n^ofg'

pas vous ecrire tous les maiivais effets

que cela caufe, i3 apres touty les Fran-
cois en ufent tres mal envers votre Cour,

de publier comme ils font tres cffronte-

ment qu'ils font en fecrette intelligence

avec elle-y puifque cela eft evidemment

faux, ^ quand il feroit veritable,

ce ne feroit pas agir fidellement de la di-

vidguer: Mais ils en ufent avec les

Princes commes ils font avec les femmes,
de qui ils publient les faveurs receues fj?

non receues. Je vous avoue que toute

forte de commerce avec cux efi dangereux.

Croyez je vous prie que je fuis plus

que ferfomie du monde,

Monfieur,

De Votre Excellence

tres humble 6c tres

obciflant Serviteur,

F. dTfoIa.

From
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From Mr. Blaithwayt.

My Lord

^

Hague, March lo. N.S. l6ji.

1 Received Yefterday Morning your Excellency's Letter of Feb. ipth and
at the fame Inftant went to Monfieur de IVitt^ and imparted him your

Lordfhip's Commands : To which he anfwei;ed, That he knew of no other
Papers that Monfieur Van Beuninghen had brought over with him, than one
Sheet, wherein the Cafe was ftated in Latin by the interefted Perfons. Be-
fides, he had hoped fome Agreement might have been made in England with
the Spaniflj Minifters : But fince it is not fo, he promifed, * Z)'^ tenir la mainy * 7» g''i>f

as foon as Monfieur Van Beuninghen comes from jimjlcrdam. After which \\e.^Handto

asked me when we expefted your Excellency? My Anfwer was. That I could '^"

not yet afl"ure him of any certain Time, but that I thought it would be very
fhortly. He replied, f ^I'on en doutoit hien icy : ^u'il favoit que le Parlement

efloit fort zele pour les interets ccmmuns, mais que la Cour n'y efioit pas trap

difposee : ^ue neantmoins ils avoient fait un dernier effort par une lettre a fa
Majefii^ eu ils offroient de faire une Alliance aufjt etroite qu'on voudroit. ^ue
pour Vabfence ou venue de voire Excellence, il les prendroit pour une preuve infal-

lible de la bonne ou mauvaife volonte de PAngleterre. And as I was taking my
Leave, he repeated the laft Sentence j and added, * Faites luy mes baifemains^

{^ dites luy cela de ma part ; which I promifed to do.

The Truth is, my Lord, this Countrey has of late generally conceived fo

ill an Opinion of England's Intentions, that they do quite defpair of any Suc-
cour from thence : Which makes them the readier to put themfelves in Po-
fture i fo that the Confent of Zealand being come, the Committee Council of
Holland are fwearing the new Officers, and giving out Commiflions, intending
the latter end of this Week to deliver the Money.
The States of Holland are expefted here to Day, and will be compleat

this Week, notwithftanding a general Fall and Thankfgiving, which will

be kept To-morrow through the Seven Provinces, as is ufually done every
Year.
Your Excellency does without doubt know that Captain 0-Bryan and Sir

Thomas Sands are here ; as well as that my Lord of Offory intends in few Days
to pafs through Flanders^ to Nieuport^ or Dunkirk^ whither the Yachts arc
gone to meet him. I am.

My Lordy

Tour Excellency^ mofi humble

and mofi obedient Servant^

W«. Blaithwayt:

f That It was doubted here very much : That he knew the Parliament was very zealous for
the common Interefts, but that the Court was not over-much difpofed to them. That how-
ever, they had made one laft Effort in a Letter to hisMajefty, wherein they offered to make
as ftria an Alliance as could be defired. That for the Abfence or Return of your Excellency,
Jhey took them for an infallible Proof of the good or bad Will oi England.

* Make him my Compliments, and tell him this from me.

Front
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From Mr. Blaithwayt.

Afy Lord, Hague, May f. N.S. i6ji.

UPon the Receipt of your Excellency's Letter of the 14th y^pril, I went
to Monlieur dc IVitt to follicit an Expedition in the Bufinefs of the

EngUJIj Ship. He proniifed me, d'y tenir la main, and to further it as much
as polliblc} but withal told me that it was true, ^le nous avians raifon an

fond, mats que nous prenions Vaffaire fur un mauvais pied. That we have no

Reafon in the World to lay the Blame upon the Dutch, and to demand Sa-

tisfaftion for the Injury the Spaniards have done us. That wc could not at

all prove any Breach of Articles in what had pafled. That in cafe (to ufe

his Example) a Man borrowed my Sword, and with it commits Murder or

Robbery, I am not in the leaft Refponfible for his Mifdemeanors, no more
than the Dutch for what the Spaniards have done : And if this be true, we
have not exhibited any one Argument that can hold good. But the Argu-

ment Monfieur de Witt fays we ought wholly to infift upon, is, That Feroni

at the letting out his Ship made a Contradt with the Gemefes (which I have

long fince tranfmitted your Lordfliip) wherein it is pofitively faid that they

fhould not therein offend or moleft the Englifh Nation. So that now the

Genoefes having fo evidently broken this Contraft, and withal bringing their

Prize into the Dominions of the States > the fame States may with a great

deal of Reafon oblige them to make good the Contraft they have made with

one of their Subjefts. And, juft as, in cafe the Man that has committed
Robbery with the Sword I had lent him, brings into my Hands what he has

ftollen, I am in Juftice to render every Thing to the Owner. By the fame
Reafon the States are obliged to make Reftitution of the Ship and Lading to

the Owners, as taken contrary to Promife, and by the means of a Ship belong-

ing to one of their Subjefts. For the State of the Bufinefs your Excellency

fent me, I eafily guefs'd by Monfieur de Witt's Difcourfe, that he had al-

ready feen it> and having been afterwards with 'bAonCicur Schimmelptnning the

chief Commiffioner, as Monfieur de Witt had advifed me, to recommend to

him the Bufinefs, and to infinuate this Argument j I found he had the fame

Paper already in his Hands in Latin.

As for the other Point, Whether Monfieur Beverning has offered a Defen-

five or Offenfive League with Spain j your Lordfhip will pleafe to remember,

that in the Intelligence of the id of April, it is faid, * ^e cet Etat avoit

toujours rejette une Alliance defenfive que VEfpagne avoit offert, i^ qu'on avoit

opine qu'il la falloit encore rejetter. But the fame Paper fays. That at the fame

time it was refolved, that Order fhould be given to Monfieur Beverning to

propofe a Treaty for one Year only. The States cannot yet have an Anfwer
whether this Treaty has been accepted of or no. However, as foon as I can

learn any thing farther in this Point, I will not fail to inform your LordlTiip

of it.

Monfieur Pempone went lafl Saturday for Dunkirk, where the French King is

by this time. I am.

My Lord,
Tour Excellency's mofi humhk

and mofi obedient Servant,

"^
W"". Blaithwayt.

* That this State has always rejeSed a Defenfive AUiance offered by Spain^ and that it was
thought they muft ftill rejed it.

From



and other Minifters of State. idy

From my Lord Arlington.

S I Ry Goring-houfey June z'i, 167 1-

I
Humbly thank you for your Cherries, which were fo good, that I grieve
for the Lofs of thofe that could not find me at JVindfor.
Having his Majefty's Approbation of your writing to the States to take

your Leave of them j and he refufing to fee your Letter, it was not at all ne-
ceflary you fliould fhew it me; yet to comply with your Defire I have read
Mid approved it. You are beft Judge, having lived among them, whether the
Form be goodj to the Matter I am fure nothing can be objeded > nor to my
Profeffion of being ever

Tour moft faithful and

humble Servant,

Arlington.

F I H I S.
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PREFACE
HE following Papers are the laft ofthis^

or indeed of any kind^ about which the

Author everga've me his particular Com-^

mands. fhey were CorreBed by Himfelf

and fairly Tranfcribed in his Life-time, I have in

all T^hings followed his Dire&ions as JlriBly as I
could: But Accidents unforefeen having Jince inter-

vened j Ihave thought convenient to leffen the Bulk of
this Volume, fo which End Ihave omittedfeveral

Letters addreffed to Perfons with whom this

Author correfponded without anyparticular Confi-

dence-,farther than upon account of their Pofis : Be-

caufegreat Numbers offuch Letters, procured

out of the Office \ or by other Means {bowjuftifa'
hie I/hallnot examine) have been already Printed ;

But running wholly upon long dry SubjeBs ofBufi-

nefs-i have met no other Reputation than merely

what the Reputation ofthe Author would̂ ve them.

Mm 2 If
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]f 1 could have forefeen an End of this Trade^i I

Jhoukh uponfome Conjiderations:, have longerforborn

fending thefe into the World. But I daily hear,

that ne-iv Difcoveries 0/ Original Letters are

haftingtotheVrck: To ffop the Current ofvjhich

I am forced to an earlier Publication than 1 de-

Jigned. And therefore I take this Occajion to in-

form the Reader, That thefe Letters ending

"with the Author'/ Revocation from his Employ-

ments abroad {which in lefs than T^wo 7ears was
followed by his Retirementfrom all publick Bufi-

nefs) are the lafi he ever intended for the Prefs

;

having been feleBed by him/elffrom great Num-
bers yet lying among his Papers.

If I could have been prevailed with by the Rhe-

torick o/Bookfellers, or any other little Regards^

I might eafily-i injleadof Rctrenchmg^ have made

very confiderable Additions ; and by that means

haveperhaps taken thefureft Courfe to prevent the

Interloping of Others. But iftheVrefs muft needs

be loaded-, I hadrather itfhould not be by my means.

And therejore I may hope to be allowed one Word
in the Style of a Publiilier {an Office liable to much

Cenfure-^ without the leaft Pretenfion toMtritorto

Praife) that-, if I have not been much deceived by

others and myfelf the Reader will hardlyfindone

Letter z;^ this CoWcdiion unworthy oftheAu-

thor^, or which does not contain fomething either

of Entertainment or of Ufe.

LET-
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To the Duke of Florence.

SIR,
Sheen, Novemb. —

1671.

^35^ S I ought at all Times, and

in every Manner poffible,

to ftiew the Scnfe I have

of the Honour done me
by your moll ferene High-

nefs, in the repeated Inftances of your
Goodnefs to me, and the many Ex-
preflions of your kind Remembrance
of me J and as it is not long fince my
Lord Stafford fhewed me a Letter of

your Highnefs's writing, in as proper

EngliJ}}^ as if your Highnefs had been

more Years than you were Weeks in

England; I relolved to fend to your
Highnefs the inclofed Papers, which
are part of the Fruits of that Leifure

and Retirement, which I have lately

enjoyed in the Country. They con-
tain the Three lall Chapters of the

Remarks I have made upon the pre-

fent State ofHolland ; the firft Thoughts
of

Au Due de Florence,

De Sheen, Nov.
Monfieur, 1672.

^ Omme je dots toujours, ^ en

Wi Vhonneur que V"'- Alteffe

S""- ni'a fait par tant des

temoignages de fa hontel^ de fon fowvenir ',

y qu'il n'y a pas long terns que Milord

Stafford nCa montre une lettre de F. j1,

ecrite auffi Men en Anglois comme ft elle

eut fejournie plus d'annees en Jngleterre,

qu" elle n'en a fait des femaims ; yay re"

folus d'eirocyer a V. A. ces papiers envelo-

pes, comme une partie des fruits que

fay cueilli dans Voifivete des nos champs.

Ces font les trois derniers chapitres des

remarques, que fay trace fur Vetat de

la Hollande, dont la pensS m'a ete pre-

mierement infpire par Vexample de V. A-

ayant admire Vapplication {3 curiofiti

judici-
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of which Undertaking, I was infpired

with by the Example of your High-

ncfs; having with Admiration obfer-

ved the great Application you ufed,

and the judicious Curiofityyoufhewed

on this Subjeft, during the Courfc of

thofe Voyages and Journeys you made

with a molt generous Purpofe, there-

by to advance and promote real Know-
ledge, and not ro make a Shew of

your own Magnificence and State. I

make no doubt, but your Highnefs

has it in your Intentions, to make the

Speculations of Strangers Abroad, part

of your own Diverfion at Home, and

to turn them to the Profit of your own
Country ; fince great part of Tufcany

is fo advantageoufly fituated for the

carrying on Commerce in the ampleft

manner. Nor did I think it would

be difagreeable, to lay before you in

a clearer View, thofe Occafions and

Conjunftures which confpircd toge-

ther to ruin and overthrow, as it were,

at one Stroke, that Republick which

your Highnefs fo lately faw in fo great

and flourifhing a Condition, and under

the Conduft of fo wife a Miniftry. It

was on this Account, that 1 have cho-

fen to fend your Highnefs thefe Chap-

ters concerning their Commerce, their

Strength, and the Caufes of their late

Misfortune : and if I continue my In-

tention of publifhing the Treatile en-

tire, I fhall not fail to prefent to your

Highnefs the firft Copy that comes

from the Prefs ; being ever ready to

give all poflible Marks of that Devo-
tion, which I always pay to your Per-

fon and high Endowments, and to

omit no Proof of that Zeal, which I

{hall ever have for your Service.

Your Highnefs will reflcd. That the

Fmits of our poor Climate, can never

come near thofe of Ftaly^ and are there-

fore only to be received for their No-
velty, as our Apples are ferved up

among the Figs and Raifins oiFlorence :

And your Highnefs will pardon the

Liberty I take on this Occafion, to

cultivate and enlarge that part which
your Highnefs has the Goodnefs to

give me in your Remembrance, and
to renew thofe Profeffions, which I

have fo often made, of that moil real

Paffion with which 1 am,

Tour moft Serene Highnefs'

s

Moft Humble and mofl

Obedient Servant.

judicieufe qu'elle a emj)loye fur cc fujet^

durajit k cours des "voyages qu'elle y &

fait fur un deffein fi gcnereux que Vac-

cruiffetiient de ces belles cotmoiffances^ £5*

non pas I'ojlentation de fa grandeur. Je

n'ay pas doutc que V. A. n'ait eti Fi/i-

tention d'cxercer chez elk Ics fpecula-

tions faites chez les Strangers., confide-

rant I'ajfiette d'une partie de la Tof-

cane fi propre pour Vetablijfement de

plus grand commerce. Et fay cru que

vous feriez content de confiderer a plus

pres les occafions y conjonSlures qui ont

confpire a accablcr.^ quafi d'un coupy cette

repuhlique., que V. A. a veu dcpuis peu

fi grande {5? fi fleuriffante^ Cf? animee par

un fi fage miniftere. Ceft pourquoy fay

choifi a luy envoyer ces chapitrcs touchant

leur commerce.^ leurs forces^ £5? Ics caufes

de leur dernier malheur : Et fi je me re-

foudray un jour a mettre en lumiere Is

difcours entier, je ne manqueray pas a

prefenter a V. A. le premier qui en for-

tira, comme a luy donner toutes les mar-

ques pofjibles de la devotion^ que fay tou-

jours eu pour fa perfonne, (^ fes grander

qualitezy comme du zele que je porteray

toujours a fon fervice.V. A.fera rcflexiony

que les fruits de fe mechant climat^ n'ap-

prochent pas ceux d' Italic, (y ne les doit

confiderer^ que par la nouveauttf^ comme

quelquunes de nos ponmies parmi les figues

(^ raifins de la Florence. Et V. A. par-

donnera la libertc que je prens fur cette

occafion de cultiver la part qu'elle m'a

donnc en fon fouvenir^ 6? de renouveller

les profeffions que fay fait fi fouvent

d'une paffion veritable avec laquelle je

fuis,

De V. A. S„,e

Le tres Humble 6c tres

Obe'ifianc Serviteur.

To
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To the Duke of Florence. Au Due de Florence.

Dublin, May 10. N. S.

Sir, 167?.

THE Letter of the ifth o? Febru-

ary^ which your moft Serene
Highnefs did me the Honour to write,

found me in Ireland, whither the ne-

cefTary Care of my Family- Affairs had
carry'd me, and obliged me to conti-

nue for Three Months. The Matters
to be fettled before I made this

Voyage, took up lo much Time, that I

have but juft compafled it; and this

has brought upon me a Necefiity of
returning my moft humble Thanks
much later than I could wifh ; but

yet with all due Eilccm and Devotion.

Your Highnefs does me the Juftice to

1-egard me as one entirely belonging

to You, and in this View it is, that

Your Highnefs's Judgment concerning

my Papers, has ihevvn it felf altoge-

ther partial to them : However, I will

not prefume to gainG^y it, and thereby

Your Highnefs will have a frefh Alfu-

rance, that, like Your Will and Plea-

fure. Your Judgment is with me in-

conteftable. When Your Highnefs
fignifies, that the Reading myWritings

gave You any the Icall Satistadlrion, it

gives me the greatell: Opinion of my
own Glory, and while I polfcfs the

Letter You have honoured me with
on this Occallon, I have the greateft

Senfe of my own Riches. Methinks,
1 have juft made a Voyage to the In-

dies, and have purchas'd Gold and
Precious Stones for Toys and Trifles.

Even in the dark and dull Climate I

am now in, I have Light enough to

difcover moll clearly, that every Line
of Your Highnefs has a far greater

Luftre, than the moll excellent Com-
pofitions, that fuch a Country as ours

can produce; and appears like a

Touch from the Hand of Raphael, in-

finitely fuperior to the confufed De-
figns of our Englijlj Painters. I did

intend to fend Your Highnefs the

Book entire, of which You have feen

a fmall part with fo much Indulgence;

but the Bookfeller at London bemg in

fuch hafte, as to publilh it in my Ab-
fencc, I found fo many Faults in the

Print, that I was alhamed even to own
it

Dublin, May 20. S. N.
Monfieur, 167 3.

T 'Honncnr que V. A. S^^- m'a fait
-*—

' par fa lettrc du i f
""f^- de Feirier,

'iti'a trouve en I'rland, ou quelques affaires

domefliqucs nCont attire four trois mois

de fejour. Les detours necejfaires a ce

voyage I'ont tellement retarde, que fen
fuis depuis peu feulement en po£effion, {5?

me trowve par la, dans la necejjite de ren-

dre a F. A. mes tres humbles reconnoif-

fances plus tard que je n'aurois fbuhaitte,

encore qu'a'vec toute Veflime i§ devotion

que je dois. Je voy Men que V. A. me
fait la jufiice de me regarder comnie une

chofe qui lui appartient enticrement, £sf

que par la elk s'efi rendue tout a fait par-

tiale au jugement qu'elle a fait de mes
papiers. Mais je ne veux pas me defen-

dre, ^ de Id F. J. fe pourra Men affeu-

rer que fon jugement /era toujours pour
moy incoHteflable, aufft bien que fa vo-

lonte. Je me fens trap glorieux de ce que

V. A. temoigne avoir trouve. la moindre

fatisfaSlion en cette leHure, ^ trap riche

par la lettre dont elle m'a honore fur cette

occafion. II me femUe avoir fait un
voyage dcs hides, ^ recucilli de Tor 13
dcs picrreries en retour de la plus chetive

marchandife j £5? j'ay affez de lumiere en

ce clirnat le plus ohfcur, pour m'apperce-

voir clairement que chaque ligne de F. A.
ait bien autre eclat que les plus belles com-

pofitions qu^un pais comme le notre pourra

jamais produire, (y paroit comme un

rayon de la main de Raphael, au regard

des pieces brouillees de nos pcinlrcs An-
gluis. y avois pourtant Vintention d'en-

voyer a F. A. la piece entlere, dont elle a
vcu feulement les pieds avec tant d'indul-

gence } mais la precipitation d'un libraire

r ayant fait fortir a Londres en mon ab-

fence, j'ay trouve qu'il y avoit tant de

fautes de Vimpreffion, que j'avois honte

de Vavoiier pour vtien, tsf me contentois

par Id de n'avoir pas mande a F. A. le

pre-
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it for mine, and therefore omitted

fending to Your Highnefs the firlt

Copy, which I Itood obliged to do,

both by Promife and Duty. But by

the good Luck of the BookfcUer, and

through the Humour of the prefent

Times, which at prefent are mighty
inquifitive after any tiling that relates

tollollaiid-i the firlHmprcfnon has had

fo quick a Sale, that a fecond is now
printing, and almoft finillied. I have

my felf taken care of the Correfting

of this Edition j and tho' I am upon
my Return to England^ yet I have

fent to my Bookfeller an expfefs Or-
der by this Poft to deliver into Mon-
fieur Tiviejfi's Hands the Two firft

Copies to be fent to Your moft Serene

Highnefs. Had I a Capacity to do it,

I would have tranflated it into Italian.^

and have begg'd Leave to dedicate it

to Your Highnefs > the Honour of fo

great a Name being the only Means
to proteft fo mean and weak a Dif-

courfe. But as it was owing to the

Favour only which Your Highnefs

has the Goodnels to fliew to the En-

gliflo Tongue, that I prefumed to fend

\*ou the Pattern at firft of this Dif-

courfej I fend you the reft of it like-

wife, in the mean and ordinary Drefs

of its own Country, rather than adorn-

ed with the rich Habit of a Foreign

one, which would ill become the Sim-
plicity of its Birth, as well as the

Meannefs of its Condition. What
remains, but to intreat Your Highnefs

to receive it as the proper Effeft of
Your own Commands, as well as a

Teftimony of that particular Zeal and

Paftion, with which I am, and fhall

be all my Life,

Tour moft Serene Highnefs'

s

Moft Humble^ See.

premier^ fcion mon devoir aufti hien que

ma, pomejfe. Mais par le honhcur da

dit Ubrairc^ l§ rbumcar du terns curieux

a prefent fur le fujet de la Hollander il

s'cfl trowve an bout de la premiere im-

preftlon dans ft pen de temi^ qu'il ma dejii

acbe'ver une fcconde-, a la correUion de

laquclle fay dunne la main., 13 encore

que je me trowve fur mon retour pour

VAngleterre^ je n'ay pas voulu manquer d

luy enz-oyer un ordre expres par ce courier

de mettre en main de Monfieur 'Tivieftl

les deux premiers exemplaires pour etre

enz-oye a F. A. S^^- Si fen etois capable

je I'aurois traduit en Italien^ (3 fipplie

V. J. d'honorer la dedication par un ft

grand nom, comme le feul moyen de pro-

teger un ft foible fujet. Mais comme Is

feul faveur que V. A. teraoigne pour Is

langue Angloife^ m^a domie la hardicfte a
luy envoyer le premier echantiUon, je fais

partir aufti le refle plutot dans le pautre

habit de fon pais que pari d'un plus riche

des pais etrangers j ce queferoit mal aftbrti

a la ftmpUcite de fa naiffance.^ aufti biex

que de fa condition. An refte, V. A.

reccvra ft luy plait comme Vcffcil de fon

propre commandcment aufti bien que com-

me un temoignage de la devotion toutepay

ticuUere 13 paftionnee avec laqiielle je feraj

toute ma "vie,

De V. A. S-nf-

Le tres Humble, Sec.

To the Prime of ORANGE.

S I Rf Sheen, February i6j^-^.

TH O' the Honour I expefted of attending your Highnefs, upon fo great

and fo happy a Conjunfture, has not behillen mcj and his Majefty's
late Rcfolutions, for my fudden Journey into fJoiland, have been diverted,

by Occafions, that made way for a more fpeedy Conclufion of the Peace:
Yet I could not be fatisfy'd, without making ufe of Sir Gabriel Syhius's Favour
to mc, in charging himfclf with this Trouble j by which I might, at the fame

Timcj
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Time, give Your Highnefs the particular Account of all that has pafs'd, in

this late Tranfaftion here ; and withal rejoice with You upon the happy Suc-

ceflcs that have attended Your Affairs oh the other fide; in which, I will

alfure Your Highnefs, both his Majeily and all his good Subjefts, have taken

fuch a Share, as has very much contributed to the eafy and fudden Difpatch

of this great Affair; wherein both Your Highnefs and the States, and indeed

the Happinefs and Safety of both Nations, are fo nearly conccrn'd. For my
own part, I will only fay, That as no Man gave fo publick and fo avowed
Teftimonies of the Devotion and Honour, I have always had at Heart, for

Your Highnefs's Perfon and Service; and of the Efteem that I knew was from
all Men due to You, in the greatell: Decline of Your Fortune : So^ at this

Time, when Your Highnefs will receive the general Compliments and Ap-
plaufes of all Men; there is none among them, that can take a more particu-

lar Part in Your Highnefs's good Fortunes, nor make more paflionate Wifhes
for their Continuance and Increafe. But I know Your Highnefs does me fo

much Juftice, as to believe all that can be faid from me of this kind, unne-

celTary. Therefore, I fhall proceed to tell Your Highnefs, That upon Re-
ceipt of the States lall Letter, with Defire of Paflports for their Ambafladors,

and Offers of a Ceflation of Arms, his Majefty was pleafed, upon the jd Cur-
rent, being "Tuefday Morning, to declare at the Committee of Foreign Affairs,

That having thought of it in the Night, he was refolved, for preventing all

Delays, that attend the coming of Ambaffadors hither, to fend over into Hol-

land; and that he would fend me with the Proje£t of a Treaty, and full

Fowers to conclude immediately, if the States were in the Mind they ex-

prefs'd of doing him Juftice. This was receiv'd with fo great a Concurrence,

that I was immediately fent for, acquainted with his Maiefty's Intentions, and
commanded to be ready to begin my Journey the next Day, and to attend

upon the Two Secretaries of State that Afternoon, at the drawing both the

I*roje£t, and my Inftruftions. I told the King, I would obey him; but that

1 might the better do it, I begg'd of him, that I might go without any Cha-
raftcr of Ambaffador; which would delay me with the Preparations of Equi-
page here, and embarafs me with Ceremonies there, unneccflary to fo fud-

den a Difpatch. His Majefty thought it reafonable, and fo gave Order, I

ihould go without any other Character, than of Plenipotentiary; but gave
me the Appointment of all kinds of an Ambaffador, which he told me, I muft
take upon me, when the Peace was concluded.

The Project and Inftruftions could not be finifhed till IVednefday at Evening,
nor the Commillion iealed till Ihurfday at Noon, which was defigned for my
fetting out; and in order to it, I had kifs'd the King's and Duke's Hands late

on Wedr.efday Night, and received their Letters to Your Highnels, and fent

away my Servants toward Hariv'ich on Thurfday Morning. But about Ten a

Clock the fame Day, arrived the Pacquet, by a Trumpeter from Holland^

Avhich brought full Powers to the Spmijh Ambaffador, to treat and conclude
the Peace : Upon the Knowledge whereof, I went immediately to the King,
and told him, how inconvenient it would be, to expofe the Treaty to the

Accidents of a Journey, of Seas, and of Weather, when it might be finifti'd

here, perhaps, betore I could be at Harwich : Befides, that it would be more
Honour for his Majefty to treat it here, than at the Hague, which was an Ex-
pedient only for Difpatch, and therefore begg'd of his Majefty, that no Con-
fideration of me, might divert him from falling into the Bufinefs here, at

leaft, till he faw it could not be effefted. The King was pleafed with what I

faid, fent me immediately to the Spanip Ambaffador, to bring an Account of
his Powers, and has done me the Honour to make me treat the whole Thing
with his Excellency in all its Points, fo as to leave Occalion only for the

Commiffioners to meet once on Saturday^ to agree upon drawing up the
Treaty; and Ycfterday again at Four a Clock for figning it. But after all

this was agreed, and before that Hour was come, I was forced by an Accident
in Town, to come down into the Countrey for two or three Days, and fo have
the Mortification of not feeing Sir Gabriel Sylvius, before his going away
Vol. II. N n with
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with the Ratifications, which I left the King rcfolved he fliould do this

Night.
It is not fit to entertain Your Highnefs farther from the Countreyj but I

hope, upon my Return to Town, to have his Majeity's Leave to fend Your
Highnefs, by next Poll, the Letters he was pleafed to encharge me with ; as

likewifc that from the Duke, with very particular Exprcflions from them

both, which, I fuppofe. You will not be willing to lofe, though You may
receive of a later Date. In the mean Time, I beg Your Highnefs to believe,

That upon all Occafions, I fhall be infinitely proud and pleafed to give You
the beft Teftimonics, of the fincereft and dcvouteft Pallion, wherewith 1 have

been fo long, and ihall ever be,

SIR,
Tour m^omfs's^ Sec.

To the Duke of Florence

LondoMy February t \

.

SIR, 1673-4.

During my Retirement into the

Country, it was not poffible for

me to find any Pretence for a Letter j

fo that I have not for fome time been

able to make ufe of that Liberty which

Your moft Serene Highnefs has had the

Goodnefs to allow me of writing j but

fince my Return to Town, having

within thefe few Days met with an

Affair of great Importance, the Par-

ticulars ofwhich I thought Your High-

nefs would be pleafed to knowj I

would not lofe any one of thofe few
Opportunities that I have, of giving

Proof of the Paflion which I have had

fo long, to difcharge faithfully that

Duty that I lie under, to do every

thing that may be any ways for Your
Highnefs's Service or Entertain-

ment.

On Monday the 2d of this Inflant,

the King receiv'd certain News of the

Refolution taken by the States Gene-

ral, to make the Office and Dignity

of the Prince of Orange Hereditary

}

and with this Account, a Letter from

the States, defiring Paffports for their

AmbafTadors, and an Offer to agree to

a Sufpenfion of Arms. About the

fame Time, the Two Houfes of Par-

liament had formally given the King
their Advice to make Peace as foon as

pollible, and to enter upon a Treaty
upon the Foot of thofe Propofitions

offered by the Ambaffador of Spain,

which his Majeily had communicated
to

All Due de Florence,

Londres, Fevr. it,

Monfieur, 1*573-4.

N^Ayant rien trouvc dans la folitude

des champs pour me fournir de

prstexte j je ri'ay pas aujfi depuis pew

pris la liberte que V. A. S'"'- m'a autre

fois donne de Fentretenir, mats ayant

ces jours pafses rencontri en ville une

grande conjonSlure, C5? dont 'fay cru que

V. A. feroit contente de /avoir le detail i

Je n'ay pas vouhi perdre une occafion qui

fe prcfente ft pcu fowvent, pour /aire "ja-

loir a V. A. la pajfion que fay eu ft long

terns h me hien acquitter de toutes fortes

des devoirs qui luy pourroient ctre ou de

fervice ou d^entretien.

Lundi zd de ce mois, le Roy receut

d'Hollande les nouvelles affcurees de /»

refolution prife par les Etats, de ren-

dre hereditaire la charge (^ dignitS

du Prince d'Orange, £s? une lettre de

la part des Etats avec la demande des

Paffcportcs pour leurs Amhaffadeurs, 13

Voffre d'une fufpenfton d'armes. Envi'

ron le meme terns, les deux Maifons du,

Parlement avoient donne au Roy leurs

avis formcls de faire la pais au pliitot,

13 d'entrcr en traite fur les propofitions

offertes par VAmbaffadeur d'Efpagnej

lefquglles f4 Majefle leur avoit mife ett
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to them, when he asked their Advice, main quand il demanda lew avis. Mar-
On Tuefday the ;d in the Morning, j: ,„, ^„ ^^,;„ i n j ,

the King declar'd in Council, Thft ?.^Z
"^^

'^^^f'
^' ^"y ^^^l^ra au Con-

having the Night before confidcr'd of
-/f"

-/^^^^^ » ?« ''J'-'^^^ /«»?^ /« «»/^ ^
the Importance of the preient Con- ^' importance de eette conjonSture, il

junfture, he had refolved to avoid all avoit refolti pour eviter les retardemens
Delays, by fending an AmbafTador to

Holland^ and that he had pitch'd upon
my felf for that purpofe. This Refo-
lution of the King's meeting with the

Approbation of the whole Council, I

had notice of it, and Dire6tions given

d' envoyer en Hollande j ^ me nomma
pour cette Ambajfade. La chofe ayant
rencontri la concurrence entiere de tons

ceux du Confeil-j on me manda aujjitot^

t3 me donna part de la refelution, 6?
me to promote the Projeft, and ad in ordre d- affifter a la digeftion du prejet,
purfuance of his Majefty^ Defign fur laquelk fa Majejle feroit contente que
which was to conclude the Peace, and /^ ^-- r. 4;* f^ r r - . ,,

fign it at the Hague. Thurfday the % ^^"^ ^' ^'^ ^/ M"'^^ ^ ^^ Haye.

fth, about Noon, was the Time ap- {'""^y ^""- "^ ^^^J etoit le terns pris

pointed for my Departure. I waited
^""'^

""""l
partement $ l^ en attendant

for my Difpatches, but fent my Atten- '>^^^ depeches j'avois fait partir mes
dants before, refolving to follow them gens pour leur fuivre en pofle h Har-
Poft to Harwich (there being no going wicb (k vent itant contraire a la, fortie
down the River, becaufe the Wind ^^ u Ri^i.^.] <^> ^„,„- ,,

was contrary). I had received the ZJ ,/ • ^""l"
''"^ ^

^^-

Money for my Equipage, and his Ma- f'\f. ^f»Ji'^^P^ge, 6? les lettres de

jefty's Letters, and had kifTed the J"" ^W^, C? baise la main au Roy ^
King's and the Duke's Hand, when, ^^ Due-, quand fur les dix heures dtt

about Ten of the Clock in the Morn- matin dudit Jeudy^ arriva un trom-
ing on the fame rhurfday, a Trum- pette d' Hollande, portant a V AmhafTa'
peter arrived from Holland^ bringing ^^„„ j> p/j.^^^^ ; ; • c^
full and entire Powers to the Ambal^ f'

^ ^^^'^"'^ ^" ^'^'«^ ^ '"^^^rs

fader of 5"^/, to treat here of a Peace, f°'''^°'ff ^ ^rattter (^ conclurre la paix

and bring it to a Conclufion, if it could '^y -^'^ en pouvoit convenir. Je m'en

be done. I immediately waited upon Mois auffi tot au Roy pour luy porter la
his Majefty with this News, and beg- nouveUe, le fuppliant de n' avoir aucune
ged of Inm to lay afide all Regard to conftderation de moy en cette affaire. £s?me, and not expofe a Treaty of luch j^ „. ,„^ /- . • . ^ .

" *

Importance, to the Accidents oi
^' ""/'^'f'' ''''''''''' fi ^^portant, aux

Time and Voyages, when it might ^^"^^»'^ du terns, {3 des voyages, quand

perhaps be finii'hed here, before I il le pourroit peut etre achcver icy de-

ihould get even to Harwich, and when vant que je ferois h Har-wich, (^ meme
the doing it here at London, would be avec plus d'honneur a Londres qu' ^ la-.
more for his Maiefty's Honour, than tt„.,„ q. itr- n- , ^ -^ ,

u rr ij- \/f n. • j Haye. da Majejte le prit en bomte Dart
at the Hague. His Maiefty received rj , n- f ^ *

me very gracioufly, and was pleafed ^ "^ ^'^'""y^ ^«^ ^"^ « V ^mbajfadeur

to fend me forthwith to the ArabafTa- ^^' Efpagne pour voir fes pouvoirs, (^ le

dor of Spain, to fee his Powers, and fonder tant que je pourrois fur fes in-

difcover, as far as I could, his In- firuElions, h fin de juger s" il y avoit
ftrudions, to form a Judgment, whe- apparence de conclurre icy. Ja'v rat-
ther the Peace could be now conclu- .„ ., „, n„ , r \. •: -^ ^
ded. I have laid before his Majefty

^''^ ^^ ^'J' mesfenttmensfur la validitS

Validity ^e^ pouvoirs, t? /' apparence que j'aymy Opinion concerning the Validity

of his Powers, and the Likelihood I

found there was of bringing this Affair

to a Conclufion here. Hereupon, his

Majefty ordered me to treat with the

AmbafTador J which I have done Point

by Point, and we have brought Mat-
ters fo well to bear, that Commiffio-
ners appointed by his Majefty and the Lundi fuivant.

Vol il Am- N n

trouve d'achever V affaire. Sur cela fa
Majejle m'a chargS de la traitter avec
r Jmbaffadeur, ce que j'ay fait de point

en point, &? nous en fommes Ji bien de-

miles que les Commiffaires de fa Majefti

13 r Ambaffadeur ont ftgni le traitti le

Mecredi Monfieur Syl-

i viut
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Ambaflador have figned the Treaty -jius (qui me devoit avoir accompagne

the Monday following. On Wedr.cj- pour rejoitir avec k Prince d'Orange de

day Monfieur Syhius (who was to have /^ ^^^.^ ^j^ j-^ Majefle fur [on avenement
nrrnmnanied Hic to wait on the rnnce v , ,.'! •., \accompaijn-" ""-

^ a la dirnite hereditatre ) partit avec
of Oranze^ and congratulate him on ^

cj> , \-r

his Acccflion to the Hereditary Dig- I'f^'^' complmens, ^ la ratification du,

nity) went away with thofe Compli- traitte j de forte que nous attendons en

ments of Congratulation, and carry'd deux ou trois jours que la ratification

with him the Ratification of theTrea- -viendra de la part des Etats, ^ que la,

ty i
fo that we expeft the Ratification

^^j^^ j^ . yy^.^ . ^^ ,^^

back again in two or three Days, lign- . ir a '* r t i

ed by^the States, after which the purroisajfetirer V. A. etre fiaite hono-

Peace will be proclaimed > which, I
^^^J^

^ avantageufe pour fa Majefie.

bee Leave to aflure Your Highnefs, Vaffaire de Pavilion Cf de Surinam luy

will be both Honourable and Advan-
efl tout accorde entierement a fa fatis-

tageous to his Majefty. The Affair of fa^ion. Juffi il y a tant plus d' appa-
PavHlon ^nd Surinam is adjufted en-

^^^^^ ^^ ^^ la Reine d^Efpagm
tirely to his Majefly s Satisfathon. '^

a- , / ^,

There is fo much the more Likelihood «^ M »«« feulement confitttiee dans la

of the Continuance of this Peace, be- guarantie de la paix, mais aufji dam

caufe the Queen of Spain is not only /' arbitrage de differens qui pourroient

Guarantee of it, but alfo is appoint- fucceder fur une commiffion qui fe doit

ed Arbitrator of thofe Differences .
.^.^ ^^ ^^^.^ ^^-^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^^^

which may happen among the Com- '
^ r i * i

miffioners which arc to be appoint- quelques points fur la matiere de commerce

ed within Three Months, to deter- du^ In^eh ^ de la Marine.

mine all Points concerning Commerce

to the Indies, and the Maritime Af-

fairs.

I thought. That Notice of an Af- J'ay crtt que la notice ^ les mouve-

fair of this great Weight and Confe- ^g;^; ^'^^^ affaire fi grande ^ fi impor-
quence to all Chrifiendom, and of the

^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ j^ Chretiente, ne feroient pas
feveral Steps taken therein, would ^ r^ a ^ a ^ >

not be difagreeable to your High- defagreables h F.Aceftpourquoyfay

nefs, which made me encharge my lelf "voulu m en charger j la fupphant dejuger

with the giving it You ; intreating par les petits fervices de quelle maniere

Your Highnefs, by thefe fmall Servi-
f«j> ^vec quelle fatisfaSlion je »;' acquit'

ces, to judge in what Manner, and
terois volontiers de plus grands, fi la for-

with what SatisRiaion I fhould mofl j- -^ -^^^-^ ^ favorable que
w lingly acquit my felf in Matters

\ , r ^
; r

of greater Concern if Fortune fhould ^e me'en faire naitre les occafions : car

ever be fo much my Friend, as to put perfonne ne peut etre avec plus de jufiice

it in my Power ; for no one can be with ni avec pli^s de paffton que moy,

more Jullice, or more PafTion, than my
fclf, Monfieur,

Your moft Serene Highnefs'

s

De V. A. S^\ Sec.

moft humble, 8cc.
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To Monfieur Gourville. A Monfieur Gournj'tlle.

SIR,

Loiulo'rJ, Febr. iz. N. S.

167J.4.

I
Never enter'd into an Acquain-
tance with more Pleafure, nor

left off one with more Regret, than

Yours. I flatter my felf, that the Be-
ginning of it arofe from that Simili-

tude ot Humours and Opinions, that

is in usj as the Interruption of it was
owing to thofe unhappy Circum-

ftances, which have fo long kept us

afunder. I am not willing to think

my felf, however, either fo Old, or fo

Unfortunate, as to be without Hope
of enjoying once more in my Life,

Your good Company, which I ra-

ther willi might be in France, than

in any other Place. While I live

in the Expedation of this Pleafure,

1 have given my Son an Advantage
whi<;h I am not fo happy as to have

my felf; He will, at the fame Time,
give you an AfTurance of my ready

Services, and make you an Offer of

his own J that fo the entire Poffeffion

you have of me, may, as it were, be-

come an Inheritance. If you have

any Commands either for the Father,

or Son, I intreat you to lay them upon
us, with the fame Freedom you ever

did, during our long and ftri6t Friend-

Ihip in Flanders; and if he ftands in

need of your Prote6tion, I afTure ray

felf, that you never will refufe it him ;

there being no one in the World
with more Efteem and Paffion, than
my felf,

SIR,

Tour mofi Humble and

Londres, Fevr. 12. S. N-,

1675-4.

Monfieur,

JE
nay fait aticune connoijjance avec

plus de plaifir, ni perdu aucun com-

merce avec plus de regret que le voire.

Je me flatte tant que d'attribuer le pre-

mier a quelque rejfemblance d'humeurs ^
d' opinions, (^ le dernier au feuI malheur

des conjonBures qui nous ont eloignes de-

puis ft long terns. Je ne me veux pas
croire encore Ji vieux ni ft malheiireux,

que de ne vous voir pas encore un jour de

ma vie, ^ j'aimerois mieux qu^il fut en

France qu'en tout autre lieu. Mais en

attendant f.ty voulu donner a mon fils un
avantage que je ne puis pas avoir moy
meme: il vous affeurera en meme terns

de mes fervices, Gf vous fera Voffre de

ftens } a fin que la poffeffion que vous avez

acquis ft entierement de moy, vous puifftez,

paffer en heritage. Si vous avez quelques

commandemens pour le pere ou le fils je

vous fuppUe de tious en charger avec la

franchife de notre amitie de Flandres j £<?

s'il aura befoin de voire proieSlion, je fay

que vous ne la luy refuferez point, puis

qu'il n'y a perfonne qui peut etre avee

plus de paffion ni plus d'efiime que moy,

Monfieur,

Votre tres Humble, fie

tres Obe'i'flant Servitcuii'

mofi Obedient Servant, tic.

n
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To Str John Temple.

S I Rf London., February 17, 167^-4.

ID I D not think, a fortnight ago, that you would hear from me, at this Time,

from this Place, having been unexpeftedly defigned another Way, which

you have had fome Account of from my Sifter : But 'tis fit you receive a more

particular one from me, upon anOccafion, which I know you will not be dif-

pleafed with, both as to what concerns the Publick, and my Self. You will

eafily imagine the Neceffities, that prevailed with the King and his Miniftcrs,

to fall into the Councils of making a fudden Peace with Holland. So foon

as this Refolution was taken privately among them, my Lord Arlington fent

for me, and told me of itj and that, at the fame Time, the King and my Lord
Treafurer, both together, at the Foreign Committee (fo as he could not fay,

which of them named me firft) propofed my being fent over upon this Oc-
cafion ; and the King added, That there was no Man elfe to be thought ofj

and fo had commanded him to fend for me, and acquaint me with it. I

told him, I fhould obey His Majefty, as became me, and much the rather,

upon a Point by which I thought He fell into His true Intereft, wherein my
Opinions were but too well known. After this, I went to the King, and faid

the fame Things j and what clfe I efteemed proper upon that Occafion j and that

I would ferve Him, as well as I could, though I doubted I was grown a little

rufty, by lying ftill fo long j and begun to fhrink at a hard Journey, in fuch a

cruel Seafon, after having given my felf all the Eafe I could, for three Years

at home. The King fmiled, and faid. He would anfwer for me. I told Him,
That would give me Confidence j but there was another Point, I defired to

govern my felfj which was, that my Lord Arlington having told me I was to

go Ambaflador, -I-had no Mind to charge my felf with that Charader, upon
lo fudden a Journey, and an Affair, that ought to be fudden too. That the

greatcft Piece of Service I had ever done Him, in all my Employments abroad,

which was that of the Triple Alliance, I had treated and concluded in five

Days, and with the Character of Envoy i and I was confident, I could never

have done it, if I had been AmbafTador: That the Ceremonies of it hindred

the Bufinefs where it prefs'd. That having been twice AmbafTador, I needed

not to value my felf upon this Occafion, cfpecially in Holland^ where I was
well enough known : And therefore, I defired I might go with the Charafter
of Envoy Extraordinary, and for this particular Affair only of the Peace.

That when this was made. His Majclly might fend what Perfon, and what
Character He plcafed over, to rcfide there, and go on with the Meafures He
fhould have taken.

The King feemed very much to approve what I faidj and told mc. That
of AmbafTador was only thought of, becaufe I had been AmbafTador bcforcj

and they thought I would not be content to go without it j but He faw, I

was a wifer Man, and I iliould not lofe by it} for though I went without the

Character, yet I fhould have the Pay of an AmbafTador j and if I fhould ftay

in Holland., after the Peace was made, I fhould then have the Charafter. Here-
upon, in two Days time, my Inftrucirions were drawn up, my fmall Equipage
prepared, and my Servants fent before to Har-jjich., where I intended to fol-

low Pofl the day after: But I would not fufTer either my Wife or Sifter to

engage in fo hafty a Journey, and at fo ill a time of Year j though they were
neither of them willing to let me go away alone, out of care of my Health,
which I promifed to take my felf, and defervc their good Opinion in it.

The very Day I was to go, came in an Exprefs from Holland., with full

Powers from the States to the Marquis of Frefno (the Spaniflj AmbafTador here)

to treat and conclude the Peace. My Lord Arlington immediately acquainted
mc with it, and defired, I would go to the King, who was then at the Houfe
of LordSj and tell Him this new Incident, and know his Pleafure upon it;

his
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his LordlTiip feeming a little in Pain at my Part in it. But I told him, I

thought the Bufinels had this way a better Turn than they themfelves had
given it : That it would not only be difpatch'd here with leis Time, but with
more Honour to His Majelly than at the Hague: That for my Part, I w^as lb

far from being difappointed, that I was very glad of it; that I confefs'd I

willi'd the Thmg, but fo it were done, was not fond of having any Part in itj

and therefore was of Opinion, they ihould prefently fall m Treaty with the

Marquis, and fo I would go and tell the King.

I will not tell you how pleafed my Lord JtliHgton was with this Anfwer,
nor how obliging Things he iaid to me upon itj but I was forrv he knew me
fo ill, as not to expe6t it, the Thing being fo right : I went to the King, laid

the fame to Him, which found the fame Reception ; and He told me, thout^h

I did not treat it at the Hague^ yet he was lure I ihould treat it herej and ac-
cordingly He lent for the Marquis that x\fternoon, and told him, He would
fend me to him that Evening, to fall into the Treaty ; and that if he could
agree with me, He fhould reckon upon the Thing done.

I had my Orders, went to the Marquis, and we concluded all Points in three

Days, though there was one oi fome Difficulty : The Inflruments were dif-

patch'd with the fame Diligence, and figned by the Marquis and the King's
Commiffioners. And fo that great Affliir ended, to the infinite SatisfacHon of
all People here, as I doubt not, it will be in Spain and Holland, and give a great
Turn, to the Conjunftures abroad.

Some Days after this Conclufion, my Lord ArUugton told me, the Kin»
thought fit to recal Sir iniUam Godolphin out of Spain, upon feveral Confide-
rations, but chiefly upon Reports that had run of his Religion, Avhich would
not be very pleafing in the Parliament, with whom the King was refolved to live

well } and therefore had ordered him to make me the Offer"of going into Sf^ain.

That having been Ambailador in Ordinary fo long ago, the King thought ic

was but Realbn I ihould make fome Advance, and fo would have me o-o Am-
balfador Extraordinary j which, to that Crown, was the Employment of moll
Dignitv, and moft Advantage of any other abroad.

I defired his Lordlhip to make His Majefty my moft humble Acknowledo'-
ments, for fo many and fuch unfought for Honours, which were beyond what
I could dcferve. But that the Thing was newj and that I had learnt bv a
Spanijl} Proverb, not to make a fudden Anfwer to a fuddcn Qucftion. That
befides, the Journey was long, and You formerly had an Averlion to mv un-
dertaking it ; that 1 could not do it now, without firll confulting You, whom
I would not difobey. That I therefore defired his Lordlhip toexcufemy :m-
fwering the King, till I had written, and had an Anfwer from You.

This is all I have to lay, but that 1 leave it with you, to confult if you
pleafe, with my Brother, and fend me your Refolution as foon as you can. I
find my Wife inclined to it, both upon Refpeds of Advantages to mv For-
tune and my Health, which ihe thinks fuffcred much in HoIi^/i.L My' Sifter,

though the better Spiaiani, has no great mind to it. For my own Part, I am
pretty indifterent; I like the Climate; but vou know I never cared for a Re-
move, being ever apt to like the Place and Condition I am in; and if I have
a mind to mend it, I believe I cinnot want Occafions, upon this oreat Revo-
lution, and the Return of our Councils to the Point where I left them three
or four Years ago.

I ihall give you no farther Trouble at this Time, but cxped: your Anfwer,
and renvaiu ever,

S I F,

Your, 5cc.

n
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To the Pr'mce a/ O R A N G E.

S 1 Rf Londonf February i8, 1673 -4.

IThoughr, Your Highncfs would not be difpleafed, with receiving thofc

Marks of Kindnefs, from his Majefty and the Duke, which they intended

You by me, tliough You have, I know, receiv'd others of a frelher Date.

Therefore, by Leave from them both, I fend You inclofed the Letters I had

the Honour to be charged with, when I kift their Hands, upon my intended

Journey into Holland. The Compliments I was commanded to carry Your
Highnefs from their Mouths (befides what went from their Hands) were, I

will afllire You, very particular; Efpecially thofe from his Majefty i to

tellyou,how great an Inducement to the Peace, Your Highnefs's Advancement
to the Hereditary Dignity had been, and with how much more Confidence

he could now fall into good Meafures with Holland., than before. And thofc

from the Duke, when at the End of a great deal fpoken, very kindly, he

bid me aflure You, That he lookt upon Your Highnefs's Interefts, as the i'ame

with the King's and his ownj and that if there were any Thing, wherein You
could ufe his Service, You might be fure of it. I replyed, Pray, Sir, re«

member, there is nothing You except, and You do not know how far a young
Prince's Defire may gOj but I am rcfolved to tell Him what You fay, and,

if tliere be Occafion, to be a Witnefs of it: The Duke fmiled. Well, well,

you may tell him v/hat I bid you : Upon which I faid} at leaft I will tell the

Prince, that You fmiled when I told You fo, which, I am fure, is a great deal

better, than if You had frowned. I know Your Highnefs will cafily pardon

me, for entertaining You with thcfe Circumftancesj but I will ixy no more
of this kind, unlcfs You give me Encouragement j nor of any other, to increafe

Your Trouble, at this Time} unlefs it be, that if in any Thing, either fmall

or great. Your Highnefs can find my Services ufeful to You here. You will

ever find them at Your Devotion
,
in a Manner very particular) and thjt no

Man alive, can be with more Paflion, or more Truth,

S I R

Tour Highnefi's mojl ebedicKt,

and mofl humble Servant,

To Sir John Temple.

SIR, London, March zj, i(?74,

UPon your Expreflion of fo much Diflike to my Journey into Spain; I ac-

quainted the King with itj and gave Thar, for the only Reafon, of

my cxcufing my felf from it. I made his Majelly, at thr fime Time, the

greateft Acknowledgments I could, for the Honour he had done me, by the

Offer of it ; and afTured him, how glad I fliould be, to deferve fo good an

Opinion, as he had pleafed to exprefs, in thinking me worthy of an Employ-
ment, which, for my own Part, I efteemed one of the bell he had to give.

The King was pleafed to reply very gracioufly. That he thought fo too, but

yet he intended me a better > that he had been long engaged m the Remove
at prefent defigncd, but that upon the next, he was rcfolved, I fhould have

it. He was pleafed to fay no more, but walked awayj and I feemcd to take

no Notice of what he meant. But the Day after, 1 told all that had pafs'd to

my
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my Lord Arlington: He feemed a good deal furprized, at my rcfufing the

Spanijl} Embafly, and laid, He believed the King had few Subjefts that would
not be glad of it : That he had lb little expefted it, that he had told the
Marquis of Frcfno of the King's Refolution in it : That for his own Part, un-
lefs I was fure of his Secretary's Place, he fhould not yet advife me to refufe

the other.

This was faid, with a Face, and in a Way, fomething graver than his had
been of late towards mej and, I confefs, furprized me more than he pre-
tended, I had done him. I told him, That I did not at all know what he
meant, by Haying, If I were not fure of his Secretary's Place: That it was a
Thing I never had once in my Thoughts, but when he had put it there, a
great while ago, upon the Refolution of Sir John Ttc-vor's coming into the
other : That my Cnxumrtances had been fmce much changed } and he knew
I had thought of nothing, but my Garden and a private Life, for thefe three
or four Years pafl, till the King fent for me upon this Peace with Holland. That
he knew what had pafled fince, and he knew all ; for I was no Man of Myfte-
ry nor Intrigue > That I went abroad, when the King called me, and I hked
my Errand > and when thefe did not happen, I ftayed at home. But I was
Hill dcfuous to know what gave him Occafion of faying that to niej for what
the King had faid could not be interpreted to mean any fuch Thing.
He told me. That he knew I was related to my Lord Treafurer, and heard

I was much in his Favour > that he was now the Great Man, and could do
what he pleafed, and thought he might do this among other Things > and
could not imagine I would refufe the Spanifi Embady, unlefs my Lord Trea-
furer and I had agreed upon the other. I found where this Matter pinch'd,

and faid, fmiling, That he was never more miftaken in his Life: That it was
true, my Wife was related to my Lord Treafurer j and that we were great
Companions, when we were both together young Travellers and Tennis Play-
ers in France : But that for near twenty Years paft, we had not at all fallen in

one another's Way, till upon what had pafled fince the late Councils, about
a Peace with Holland^ in which our Opinions feemed to agree : That lincc, we
had met fometimes, but not often, nor in any Confidences. That I knew he
was a great Man, but could not tell yet, to what Points of the Compafs he
intended to fleer : That I left him, as I did every Body elfe, to take his own
Meafures -, and for mine, he knew very well how little I troubled my Friends
about them.
Upon this he began with another Countenance than in the Beginning of this

Converfation, to tell me, That he eafily believed all I told him ; that he was
lb far from dilliking my being well with my Lord Treafurer, how ill focver he
was with him, that he advifed me, as a Friend, to be as well with him as I
could. That he confefs'd, he thought, I might have enter'd with him into

a Concert, of getting into his Place, inftead of Sir Jofeph fVilliamfon, which
would have been no Injury to him ; for he knew I would not think of it, but
upon the fame Terms as the other : That fince we were fallen into this Dif-
courfe, he would go farther with me, and tell me, 'twas true he had a good
while had a mind to leave the Toil of his Place, and, perhaps, the Envyj
and fo had agreed with Sir Jnfepb JVilliamfon, to come in, and give him fix

ihoufand Pounds, when ray Lord St. Albans ihould be willing to part with the
Chamberlain's Staff", for which he was to give him ten. That my Lord St. Al-
ham had been of late very much unrefolved in this Matter, and he knew not
when he would fix ; That whenever he did, he was engaged in the other
to Sir Jofeph JVilliamfon.^ by the King's Confent, and would do nothing to break
it. But if I had a Mind, and could make Intereft enough in my Lord Trea-
furer to turn it another Way, and bring my Lord Sx.. Albans to a Refolution,
he would leave me wholly to play my own Gamej and for his own Part, it

fhould be all one to him, from whom he received the fix thoufand Pounds:
And he would not only be paflive in it, but if the King fhould ask his Opi-
nion, as to theFitnefs or Capacity of the Perfons, he would tell it him freely,

with all the Preference to me that I dcfcrv'd.

Vol. IL Oo 1
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I gave his Lordfhip many Thanks for the Kindnefs and Franknefs of this

Difcourfc i but I told him, I believed ic need go no farther. That, for

my own Part, I was both againil his going out of the Secretery's Phice, and

againil my own, or any Body's, coming into it for Money -, and I ended this

Convcrfiition, with faying a great deal, to difluade him from leaving his

Place.

About three or four Days after, Mr. Sidney told me, That my Lord Arling-

ton had fpokcn to Mr. Ahimlague^ about what I-.a.d pafTed between us, and
with a great deal of Kindnefs of me, efpecially for being fo earnell with him to

keep his Place, and the Rcafons I had given him for it > but yet in the Belief,

that I ought not to negleft this Occafion, becaufe he was refolved. Mr. Sidney

was mighty earneft with me to refolve too > and next Day Mr. Mountague

fpoke to me himfelf; and believing nothing could flick with me, unlefs ic

were taking up the Money, he ofFer'd to help mc to it > which was more than

I had Reafon to expeft, from him or any Man elfe. My Wife is enough in-

clined I fhould do it, though fhe and my Children run moft Hazard in it, if

1 (hould die, and leave my Eftate charged with fuch a Debt, which, though
fmall at prefent, yet, I thank God, is clear. For my own Part, I confefs, I

find no Motions about mc towards it, and fhould have thought the Spaniflj Em-
baffy a much better Employment. I have ever detefled the Cuftom grown
amongft us of felling Places, and much more thofc of fo much Importance to

the Crown. 1 think it no great Honour to be preferred before S'w Jofeph PFil-

liamfon^ and yet I would not do him an Injury neither, as this would fcem to

be. I have feen fuch Changes at Court, that I know not yet what to make of

this laftj and ftill remember poor Monfieur de IVitt'?, Words of, Fluiluation

ferpetuelle dans la conduite d"Angleterrc-^ which of all Things in the World I

am not made for, and had rather, once for all, break my Head with going on,

than be wrenching my felf continually with fudden Turns. I need fay no
more of this Matter ; it lies before you. Pray pleafe to talk with my Bro-

ther about it i 'tis what the Family is concerned in more than I, and, there-

fore, pray let me receive your Judgment upon it, which in this, as all Things

elfe, ihall ever have the grcatelt Weight, with,

S I R^

Tour mofi obedient Son, 8cc.

To Sir John Temple.

Sheen, May i6. KJ74.

SIR,

I
Have wholly followed your Opinion, both in declining the Motion about

the Secretary's Place, and infixing that oi Holland j fince I find That the

only prefent Employment you are content with for me, and you are not con-

tent with none. My Lord Arlington feemed to take what I faid to him upon
both very indifferently, and though at firft he raifed a Scruple about my go-

ing into Holland, in regard of a certain Lord's having been very hot, for fome

Time, in the Purfuit of it : Yet when I perfifted in it, upon the King's having

in February defigned mc for it, of his own Motion, he advifed me to take my
Meafures, as well as I could, with my Lord Treafurer, about the main Point,

which was, what related to the Exchequer} and for the King, he knew very

well there would be no Difficulty. Both thefe are now fettled : The King has

refolved to fend me over Ambaflador Extraordinary to the States; And my
Lord Treafurer is, after fome Contell, fallen into the Terms I infilled,

which is, to equal mc with the other E,mbaflies ol the Crowns ; and fo I en-

gaged in my Preparations for this Journey. His Majefty is refolved I Ihall

offer
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offer his Mediation to the States, in their prefent War with France. If it be
accepted by them and all the Parties, I reckon he will be Matter of the PeacCj
and the Parties be liindred from making their feparate Treaties, when they
are once engaged in a general one. I hope you will like what is done, as much
as you feemed before to defire it ; which is all I ask, and leave the reft to

God Almighty, for what is to come.
I refolve to take my whole Family over j but yet that my Wife and Son Ihall

lirft make you a Vifit, fince I fee you will not think of coming over. 'Tis
their Turn now, and my Sifter and I will go firft into Holland^ though we
Ihould both be very glad to wait upon you again, if it could have been allowed
us. But my Wife will not confent to my going without either her or my
Sifter; and {he has a great Mind to carry over her Son to you her felf, after

having been fo long in France., and at an Age when commonly the great
Changes are made, which you will judge of when you fee him. I ftiall, at

prefent, give you no farther Trouble than the Profeffions of my being ever,

SIR,

Tours, See.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

SIR, Hague, July 17, S. N. 1574.

I
Ordered an Account of my Arrival here, on Friday laft, to be given
Mr. Cook, by that Night's Port; which being all I had then to fay, I

thought might well fave you any farther Trouble at that Time. On Saturday

Morning I Tent to the Penfioner Fagel, to defire an Hour of feeing him fome
Time that Day: He excufed it, but fent me Word withal, that he would
not fail of coming to me fome Time in the Evening; which he performed^
in a Vifit about two Hours long. After the Compliments on both Sides, I

fell upon thefe Points with him : The Satisfa<5bion his Majefty had received irt

the l-xtt Peace with xht States ^ his Defires and Refolutions to continue and
cultivate it; the Reafon he had to content himfelf with the Pofture and Ad-
vantages in which he ftood, by a Peace with all his Neighbours, while they
were all engaged in a War; that if his Bounty and Piety did not prevail with
him, farther than his Interefts, he iTiould fit down with his own Peace, and
not trouble himfelf farther about that oi Chriftendom; but thefe Difpofitions,

and the Defire of fo general a Good, had engaged him to offer his Mediation
in the prefent Quarrels : That it had been accepted by France, and promifed to

be confider'd of by the. Emperor and Spain, in Concert with their Allies: That
the States Ambafladors in England, who underftood our Conftitutions, and the
Difpofitions of the King myMafter, better than Strangers could do, had promi-
fed all their Offices, that his Majefty's Offer might be accepted here, and that

the Parties might confent to the Choice oi London, for the Place of Treaty j

and thereupon, I had brought over a Letter from his Majefty, to the States,

with the Offer of his Mediation : That they ought to believe, that if his Ma-
jefty were partial to any Side, it muft be to that wherein his o\Nn Nepheiv was fo

nearly concerned; and that they ought to think fo the rather, fince his Majefty
made the Offers of Mediation, at a Time when all the Advantage of the
War had run fo high on the French Side, and were in all Appearance, likely

to do fo ftill : That, perhaps, if his Majefty had (ten Flanders like to be de-
fended, by the Arms of the Confederates, he might have fpared or delayed
this Office: That they knew he underftood his Intereft too well, to be coa^
tent to fee Flanders loft; and that his Honour would not fuffer him, no more
than the Condition in which the laft War hath left him, to go about pre-
ferving it any other Way, than that of a Peace. That his Majefty would be
Vo L. II. O o i very
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very glad fuch a one might be made, as would leave Flanders in a better Pof-

ture of defending it felf, than it was before, by laying tht Spariip Territo-

ries together more in a Round, than the lait Peace left them : And, that

when this fliould be concluded, I did not doubt, but they would find hii Ma-
jclty ready to enter into the beft and Ihongcft Guarantees of it, they could

dcfire.

I need not trouble you, to tell you how this Matter pafTed between us j but
fum up together, what all I drew from him in the laft Conference amounted
to. He firit gave mc Thanks for the Advice 1 had given their Ambafladors

there i and faid, he fhould be glad I would always be their Counfellcr, how
they ought to comport themfclves to his Majeily upon all Occafions. He fell

into a Relation of the Forces of their prefent League, efpecially by the Con-
junftion of the Duke of Brandenbitrgh^ whofe Treaty with the Emperor and
them, he afTured me, was ablolutely concluded, fo as to bring him into an
OfFcnfive Part of the War. That though they could not expc6l another fo

great Conjun6lure, and had but too great rcftimonics of the Ill-will oi' France,

particularly to this State ; yet they had no other Thoughts but only of gain-

ing fuch a Peace, as might leave them and their Allies out of Danger, upon a
new Invafion from France : That for their own Part, they had recovered all

they had loll, except Grazr, which they hoped fuddenly for a good Account
of, being already inveiled by Monfieur Ralcnboupt j for Maflricht they had given

up by Agreement to the Spaniards. That it was impoflible for them to leave

their Allies, who, under God, had faved their State from abfolutc Ruin j but
whatever Terms of Peace they would confent to, would fatisfy the States.

That they believed Spain would be moderate, and though their Treaty with
that Crown, obligeth them to the Terms of thePjrc/Vcw, yet there is aClaufc,

which alloweth it to be altered by Confent: That they apprehended Siiccden as

too partial to France., but are content to make his Majefty Arbiter in all their

Aflfiiirs} and to this End, that they were refolved to accept of the Medi-
ation, were willing that London fhould be the Place of Congrefs ., and that

they would leave it to his Majefty there, cither to propofe the Scheme of a

Peace himfelf, or to retrench and adjuft, according to his Prudence and Equi-
ty, what Propofitions fliould be made on each Side, by the Parties them-
felves ; That they would perform all the Offices they could, to induce the

Emperor and Spain to agree with them in thefe Points, both by the States wri-

ting effeftually to their Minifters in thofc two Courts, and by his fpeaking ear-

neftly, both with the Imperial and Spanlflj Minifters here. That he was fatis-

fied how fafe their Intereft would lie in his Majefty's Hands > and that this

State would ever make it their Endeavour, to deferve the Friendfliip and
Protection of the Crown of England; by which they knew it could beft be
preferved, as well as it had at firft been raifed.

After this Conference with the Penfioner, I thought it beft to neglefb no
Time in the Delivery of my Letters, aud fo went that Evening to the Prefi-

dent of the //ce^, and put into his Hands, both that of Credence, and the

other of Mediation j which were both received by him, with great Applaufes,

upon the Subje6t of the Peace, and the Recovery of his Majeily's Favour and
Friendfhip to this State.

Upon Sunday Afternoon, the Prefident, to whom I had delivered my Let-
ters, came to mc, and told me, He was ordered by the States General to at-

tend me with the Account of their having perufed his Majefty's Letters:

Upon the firft, he made mc their Compliments, which being chiefiy perfonal,

need no Relation. Upon the Letter which carry'd his Majefty's Offer of
Mediation, he faid. Without doubt, the States would receive it with Joy
and with Hianks; but being engaged to feveral Allies, they could not do it,

without firft communicating it to them j which they would do immediately,

and in fuch manner, as they queftioned not to induce them to accept it too.

I told him. That the Emperor and Spain having put their Delay in accepting

of it upon their Allies, by whom I underftood the States to be meant j I ex-
pected, at Icaft, that the States would have accepted it, as to thcmfelves, or

4 their
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their Part in the Quarrel. But he faid. That it felf could not be done by
their Agreement, without a Communication, which they hoped his Majefty
would not interpret ill, fince it could produce but the Delay of Ibmc few-

Days and was meant to extend the Acceptance to their Allies. I defircd

him, to let the States know, however, what" 1 had expe£ted in this Point; and
asked him. Whether they would not have been glad, that upon his Majefty's
Oifer of Mediation to all the Parties, Franca had refufed it, or made Difficul-

ties upon it, and the Confederates had accepted it with the beft Grace that
could be ? He confefs'd. He would : Upon which, I told him. Then they
had Reafon to be forry, that ju ft the contrary had happen'd. He feem'd to

be touch'd, and faid. He would likewife report this to the States.

I have not fince been able to fee the Penfioner, nor the Prefident of the
Week; and therefore fliall only fiy in general. That though the A durances
I received from the firft, and the Account I had from the laft, feem a little

different, yet I am confident, his Majefty may reckon, that an Obftruftion of
the Peace will not arife from hence. For, befides the general Difpofitions

and Interefts of Traders, and the Jealoufies natural between the Civil and Mi-
litary Power, I find their Payments are on all Hands too great, to be long
continued ; their Hopes are very moderate from the Succefies of their Armies
or Fleets ; and I fee no Advantages, that they propofe to themfelves, tho'

both ihould profpcr, befides the running Fr^we a little more out of Breath}
fo that the Peace may be probable to laft the longer.

I find, the Penfioner is the Great Man here, and a6ts all under the Prince's

Influence, though not without fome Diftafte among the richer fort of People
in the Towns. He is a Perfon whofe Difpofitions may, I am confident, be
improved, to make him as partial to England^ as thofe of his PreJecefibr were
efteemed to France^ in cafe there were any Competition of thofe Two Interefts

here. The Point upon which Ijudge this to turn chiefly, is that of Religion,
in which I find him, by his Dilcourfes very warm; and hear by others, that

he hath it very much at Heart.

1 am ever^ Sir,,

Tour 77Jofiy ^c.

To the Prince <?/" O R A N G E.

May if pleafe Tour Highnefs.^

Hagiie^ Augiift i . 1 674.

THough I could not kifs Your Highnefs's Hands, in the Way I defired,

immediately upon my Arrival here, yet I could not forbear the doing
of it this way, upon the very firft Occafion; and afluring Your Highnefs,
with how much Ambition, both of attending and ferving You, I enter upon
this Employment; which without thofe Motives, would be but a Point of mere
Obedience, and not at all of Inclination. This, I am fure. Your Highnels will

believe, when I have the Honour of entertaining You upon thole Points,

wherein his Majefty has pleafed to inftru6t me, and which makes me fo im-
patient to attend You, that I fiiall not ftay to fatisfy the Forms here, but only
to recover Health enough for another Journey and Paflage of Sea, that ufed
me very ill. I hope this will happen within a Day or two, and give me the
Occafion both of acquitting my felf of his Majefty's Commands, and of ex-
preffing fome part of that Devotion wherewith I have been fo long, and fhall

be ever,

SIR,
Tour Highnefs's, Sec.

ta
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To the Pr'mce 0/ O R A N G E.

Hague, Auguft i8. 1674.

May it pJeafe your Highnefs,

'Hatever the Succedes of the late Battle have been, or the Confequen-

ces fhall prove, Your Highnefs may be content to hear from a plain

Man, and who has no Vein of Flattery about him, that the Accounts of Your
Friends, Your Allies, and Your Enemies, how much foever they differ on

other Points, yet agree perfectly in giving Your Highnefs all the Applaufes

and Renown upon this Occafion, that are due to the greateft Captain and

boldeft Soldier. I cannot but give your Highnefs the Joy of it, and put You
in mind, at the fame Time, how reafonable it is, that in fuch Adventures

hereafter. You rtiould manage your Life fomething the better, for having ma-

T'z&f Bar- naged Your Glory fo well in this *. 'lis not fit to give Your Highnefs longer

tU of Se- Interruptions, and therefore I fhall end this, with my Wiflies for Your Safety,

neffe. fince thofe for Your Fortunes and Honour, have fucceeded fo well. I am ever

with that Devotion and Truth which become me,

S I Ry

Tour Highnefs''s moji Humble,

and mofi Obedient Servant.

To my Lord Arlington.

Hague, September 4. A''. S. KJ74.

My Lord, *

I
Was very glad to find, by Yours of the nth paft, the good Intentions,

with which the Marquis de Frefno parted from you. If he can infufe them
into theMinifters it Madrid, it will be a great Point gained toward the Peace,

and fuch as joined to the Difpofitions we fhall meet here, will not leave room
for the Imperial Counfels to avoid the Progrefs of it. In the Difcourfes

I hold here upon this Subjedt with the chief Perfons of the States, when I tell

them, how the Peace is like to be hinder'd by Interefls wholly foreign to

theirs, it is grown a common Word among them, Je ne dis mot, mais je vou-

drois fort la paix : And you may certainly reckon upon all that can be done
towards it from hence, when this Campaign ends> and before that, I am
apt to think fo much, that nothing will be done, as to believe, the lefs 'tis

offer'd at, the better. Sir Gabriel Sylvius left the Prince in the Belief, that

there would be another Battle > and they tell me here, there is fbme great

Defign refolved of by the Confederates, which mufl be fuddenly executed j

becaufe all agree. That the Imperial Troops have Orders to mar^h towards

the i?/;iw by the middle of next Month. Sir Gabriel tells me likewife, 'I'hac

at his coming away, he ask'd the Prince, Whether he would be willing I

Ihould come to him any where, while he continued in the Field ? but that his

Highnefs anfwcred, ^u^il feroit fort eloigne, £5? ces marches incertaincs, que la,

campagne s\ichei;ruit bicntot, y qiCalors il me irrroit a la Hay. Notwithiland-
ing all this, which is no more than I have known long enough ; yet I have fo

well followed your Lordfhip's Advice, in underflanding what had pafs'd, juft

as the Prince was willing I fhould, that I am pretty confident I fhall be as well

with him at his Return, as the King can wifh, for the Advance of the Service

I have in Charge. I am afTured by one, to whom Monfieur de Marejles (the

French
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French Miniflcr here, who has great Credit with the Prince) told it a little

before his Highnefs left the Hague^ that upon Difcourfe, in private, concern-

ing the Affairs of England^ and my coming over, the Prince faid, ^ifil avoit

telle opinion de ma probite aii'll croiroit tout ce que je luy dirois la dejjus : What
the late Accident between us may have produced, I know not j but by a Let-
ter I received this Morning, in Anfwer to one I wrote upon the late Fight,

I could not believe any thing amifs there; I fend your Lordfliip a Copy of it,

becaufe this is his own, though the lall might very well be another Style, as

you guefled.

I likewife inclofe what I faid to the States at my Audience, which, I hope,

his Majefty will find conformable to what he intended, which 1 ihould be glad

to know : Arid for the reft of that troublefome Ceremony, I will only tell

you, that it pafs'd very well on all fides ; and I am fure on mine, with a great

deal more Expence, than any Embafly I have ever fcen here j which (con-

fidering the Courfe of my natural Humour, when I am private) his Majcfly
may very well attribute to the Regard of his Honour; that ought to be the

greater, the worfe I found the Reprcfentations made from England hither, of
the Pofture of our Affairs, and efpecially of the Revenue. After this, I am
like to be idle for a Month or fix Weeks, that is, till the Return of the Prince >

and if I am left to my felf, I will not be too bufy; which is a Part rather

overafted by my Brothcr-Ambaflador here, upon the Point of Mediation,

and is grown to be taken for fo much, of little to the purpofe. But when the

Prince comes, if his Majefty gives me Leave to take my Times and Ways,
and continues in the Mind I left him, of defiring fuch a Peace as might leave

Flanders defenfible, and can but procure Powers from Spain to any Perfon

within my Reach here; I am pretty confident, by all the Pi-ofpe£ts I have on
every fide, that it will be a Bufinefs within Compafs. I am not lefs confidcns

of fetting all Things right between his Majefty and the Prince, and thereby

preventing the Seeds of any future Mifchiefs in the Royal Family ; both which
Works, 1 defire you will afiure his Majefty, fiiall be purfued with all my Skill

and Induftry, and in the Ways I conceive moft conducing to their Succefs j

and if I have the Honour of atchieving them, it will be enough for fuch a

Life as mine. And the King will then give me leave, I hope, to go and fleep

at home, and leave my Son in the bufy World, which requires Men fpirited

with fome other Heats, than I have about me. If upon his coming over, you
can find any thing you would have faid to me, tho' he be Young, yet I am
pretty confident, he may be trufted with it; for he has a good plain llcddy

Head, and is delirous to do well.

I do not trouble You with any current News, having caft a Digeftion ofall

that occurs here of that kind upon my Secretary; as being unwilling to an-

fwer for what one hears, though, perhaps, it may be fit to tell, with the very

Uncertainties that attend it. However, I take care, he fhall be as well in-

formed, as can be compafled in this Place.

/ am ever, mofi affectionately

^

Your, 8cc.

To my Lord Keeper.

Hague, Sept. 4. N. S. 1674.

Aly Lord,

I
Know fo well how many neceflary Troubles attend fo great Perfons as Your
Lordfliip, that I have been very unwilling at all to increafc them by any

that are neceffary from hence ; and fuch, I was fure, all muft be that come
this way, fince Your Lordlhip has whatever You are content to be troubled

with
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with of my conilant Difpaches to Mr. Secretary. However, 1 could not fa-

tisfy my felf to be wholly out of Your Memory, and therefore refolved to
make an ill way to it, rather than none ; though I had much rather put in

my Claim to it, by ferving Your Lordlhip, than by troubling you. The
Difpofitions here are ftrong towards a Peace, and, I hear, they are not weak
in Irance. Spain would be glad to make a good War, but fears an ill one ;

which, by the Divifion of their Councils and Minifters, may well fall to their
Share. The Emperor is molt eager of the Four, to keep up the Ball, be-
ing armed at others Cofl, and growing into greater Confideration by it at
Home, whatfoever he does Abroad. Sweden would, I believe, be glad to
draw the Stakes they have in their Keeping, without entring into the Gamej
and though they have Treaties concluded with France^ and begin to arm with
their Money, yet they prefs on the Mediation with all the Inftances they can,
m hope that way to excufe themfelves from any Share in this Year's Aftion.
Denmark only obferves the Motion of that Crown, and will be ever in the
other Scale.

The Prince of Orange is, I doubt, refolved to have more Honour yet be-
fore this Campaign ends, though he had his full Share of it in the laft Aftion
of Sencjfe^ and more than his Share of the Danger. This makes us here ex-
pe£t another Battle or Siege very fuddenlyj and while fo great Adventures
are ftirring, no Man can judge of the Events of the Year. I indole a Copy
of what I laid to the States laft Week, at my pubhck Audience, that Your
Lordlhip may judge whether it be conformable to his Majefty's Intentions,

which You are better acquainted with.
Among the many Pieces of Juftice Your Lordfhip does every Day to indif-

ferent Men, I hope you will not refufe me that, of believing me always what
I am with Paffion and Truth,

My Lord^

Tour Lordflnfs mojl faithful,

and mofl humble Servant.

To Mr, Secretary Coventry.

Hague, Sept. 17. N. S. i6j^.

S J R,

THis Day I received a Vifit from the Penfloner, wherein he told me, Firft,

That by Letters from Vienna he had great Hopes given him, that his

Majefty's Mediation would be accepted by that Court, and that this Advice
was feconded by the Emperor's Minifters here ; though he faid, he found by
both, that his Majefty's Subjcfts having had fo great a Share in the laft Action

between Monfieur T'urcnne and the Imperial Forces, was taken very unkindly

by that Court, and other Princes of the Empire. He told me befides. That
he had a particular Advice from the States Minifters at Fienna, that Monfieur

Puffendorf-y the Sixjedip Envoy there, endeavoured under-hand all he could,

to hinder the accepting his Majefty's Mediation by that Court, which he

(the Penfioner) could not apprehend the Reafon ofi unlefs it were, that the

Swedes had no mind to fee the prefent Game end, without making yet fome
more Advantages of itj or that they had a Defire to remain the fole Arbiter

of the Munfler Peace j whereas the Interpretation of fome Articles of it might
be referred to his Majefty, in cafe his Mediation Ihould nov^f be accepted by
the Empire. But upon this Point the Penfioner concluded, That if this Mat-
ter fhould be much longer delay'd, by either the Court at Fienna, or Madrid,

this State would let them know, that they abfolutely accepted his Majefty's

Mediation,
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Alediation, which he did not doubt would be followed by a Concurrence from
them both.

After this, he told me, That upon the Reprefentations he had made to the

Prince of what had pafs'd between us here upon the Subjedt of the Peace, he

had received Orders from his Highncfs to come to me, and defire to know
more particularly what his Majefty's Intentions were in this Matter, and upon
what Terms his Majefty defired the Peace fhould be madcj and to aflure me,
that when he knew them, his Highnefs would endeavour that this State lliould

comply all that could be with them j and that, as to what concerned them-
felves, he knew they would be content to leave all to his Majelly's own Arbi-

trage j and he did not doubt, though they could not treat apart from their

Allies, yet they might go a great way in difpofing them to receive any Over-
ture that iliould be made of a fafe and lalling Peace. He told me farther.

That his Orders from the Prince were to enter into this Matter only with me,
and without the Communication of their AmbafTadors in England^ becaufe he
thought it was the better, the fewer Hands it pafs'd.

I told the I'enfioner, I would not fiiil letting his Majefty know all that he
had faid to me from the Prince, and returning him an Anfwer more particu-

larly, fo foon as I received it : in the mean Time, I was fure, that it would
be taken kindly by his Majefty > and that the more Confidence he exprefs'd of
the King's Kindnefs to him, as well as of hisjuftice in theBufinefs of the Me-
diation, the more Reafon he would have to rely upon both. That for the

Terms of the Peace, I could only fay in general. That his Majefty defired, as

well as they, that it might be kiting and fafe, being equally concerned in pre-

ferving Flanders, which was only in Danger: But for Particulars, I thought
it was not the part of a Mediator to propofe the Terms, but rather receive

luch as fhould be propofed by both Parties, and endeavour to agree them, by
moderating what fliould feem exceflive, and finding Expedients for what was
difficult in either of thefe Demands. That on the French fide, all being in

the Hands of one Prince, it might be refolved in a Day j but the Interefts

and Intentions of feveral Confederates, were harder to agree uponj and
therefore, I thought the Propofitions towards a Peace ought to begin from
thence} which if his Majefty were once poflefs'd of, he would endeavour to

make them go, as far as they could with France: Therefore I told him, That
as I would tranfmit to his Majefty the Prince's Defire of knowing the King's
Intentions in this Matter} fo they ought to know what Terms Spain propoled

to themfelves, after a Campaign paft, with fo great Expeftation, and fo little

Advantage on the Confederate Side.

The Penfioner told me, I had Reafon in all I faid, and that he would fpealc

with Don Emanuel de Lyra, who he found had ib much Credit in his Court,
that he had never yet been difavowed in any thing he had undertaken for.

He faid. He knew it was a difidvantageous Time for them to talk of a Peace
now, but that, he hoped, they might yet have fome Succefs before the

Campaign ended } which he defired for nothing fo much, as for the fooner
obtaining the Peace} fince it might look unrealonable for them to demand
the Reftitution of Places conquered in Flanders laft War} and )et it was ab-

folutely unftfe for them to have that Country in the Pofture it was upon the

Treaty of Jix: That if this could be admitted, they were fure of the Peace j

for he had received new Inftances from the Count d'EJlrades, by the Penuo-
ner of Maftricht, who had been with him again that very Morning, and
aflur'd him, That what the Count propofed, was not only from himlelf,

but by Orders from his Mafter} and hereupon he repeated to me what I wrote
to You before of that Propoficion, which was grounded upon the 1 reaty of
jlix, the reftoring Commerce to the State as it was in i66z; and Maflricht

to the Prince of Orange, but not to the Spaniard. From this he fell into rlic

Scheme of their prei'ent Aftairs, afluring himfelf of Grai:e in a Fortnight's

Time} of the Imperial Army on the Rhine growing very ftrong, and Aion-
iieur 'Turenne'% very weak} as likewife Monfieur Schoniberg's in Ronfillun^

where the Campaign was but now beginning j and for the relt, excufing, as

Vol. II. P P well



^o<5 Letters of Sir WiWiam Temple,

well as he could, the ill Succefs of their Fleet under Mcnfieur de Ruytery and

{livin'j- They lliould draw Four thoufiind Men out of it, upon their coming

home, for reinforcing their Armies : And a great deal of this kind, which

fignified no more, than the Refolution of making the reft of this Cam-

In the mean Time, His Majefty has it in his Choice, to open a Negotia-

tion of the Peace, either by telling them here his own Thoughts or Intentions,

as to the Terms of it -, or cUe, by receiving from them fuch Propofitions

upon it, as may be firft digeftcd here between Don Emanuel de Lyra^ and the

Penfionerj and this I lliall endeavour all I can to bring to fome Head> and

let it be as rough as it will at firft, it will be the proper Part of a Mediator

afterwards to work it into the beft Form, that it is capable of receiving. For

this End, I am rcfolved to find out fome Expedient or other to meet with

Don Emanuel de Lyra., who hath not yet feen me, upon the Points of Ceremo-

ny that lie between our Charafters. For the prefent, I fhall only fay, upon

the whole Matter, That, I believe, in cafe France can be induced to leave

fuch a Frontier in Flanders, as may be thought defenfible, and fo leave no

Sufpicions of their Defign to begin a new War when they are in a better Po-

fture, and thefe Countries in a worfe to purfue it, the Bufincfs of the Peace

will hardly fail> nor any Intereft, either private or foreign, prevail with this

State to go on with the War. But on the other fide, if this Point cannot be

gained, 1 believe, the Difpofitions here, how paffionate foever towards a

Peace, will not have the Force to bring it about; but that they will rather

content themfelves to leflen their own Charge, by fetting out no more Fleets,

and only maintaining a Body of Five and twenty, or Thirty thoufand Men at

Land, which, as Auxiliary Forces, may, upon Occafions join with the Im-
perial or Spanijl) Troops, who ihall be left as Principal iii the War. I am
ever,

SIR,

Tour, 5cc.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

Hague, September 15. N. S. 1674.

SIR,

IN one of my late Letters I gave You Notice, of the many Complaints made
me by the EngliJJ} Merchants here, concerning the Seizure of their Ships

by the French and Spanijl) Privateers, to the great Difcouragement of our
Trade, and Damage of his Majefty's Subjefts. The Merchants here were not
content, it feems, with the Promifes I made them, of reprefenting this Mat-
ter to the King > but have fince fent me a formal Petition upon this Subject,

(which I here inclofe) and written to me, at the fame time, a very earneft

Letter, to recommend it to Your Favour, which I could not refufe to do,

believing it indeed my felf, to be a Bufinefs of the fame Confequence they

reprefent it, and therefore, very well worthy of his Majefty's Confideration.

For the Matter of Pafles, mentioned in their Petition, 1 have hitherto refu-

fed to give them, as having received no Orders in that Point; though the
Merchants here pretend to have Notice from England, that fuch Orders have
been tranfmitted to me. When they come, I ftiail obey them; but in
the mean Time, have excufed my felf, notwithftanding all their Impor-
tunity.

I
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I fliall increafe this Trouble no farther, than by my Profelfions, of being
always,

S I R^

Tour mofl Faithful

Humble Servant.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

Hague^ OElober f . N. S. 1674.
SIR,

I
Have none from You of late to acknowledge, and doubt, I lie too much
out of Your Way, to expc£t any longer the Honour of that Correfpon-

dence, with which my Employment here began, and which I eftfeemed one
of the bell Circumllances that attended it. Sir Jofeph IVilliamfon gave me
Notice laft Poft, both of his Promotion, and of the Affairs of this Province
being fallen under his Care ; as likcwife, of what Commands his Majefty had
that Day ordered to be tranfmitted to me; whereupon I make him this Day
the ufual Difpatch in return. I know not whether by this Change You will

be able to get wholly out of my Reach ; becaufe. You know, 'tis hard for a
Man to lole a good Haunt, or an ill Cuftom ; and I (hall riot be content to
forfeit the Poffeffion of Your Favour or Memory, for want of fometimes lay-

ing claim to it. I muft, however, rejoice with You upon Your Removal to
better Climates, and more profperous Scenes j efpecially, at a Time, when
the Affairs of this have fo very ill an Afpeft, by the Diflenfions and Diltrufts

among the Generals of the Confederates \ which, I may tell You, are to the
laft Degree, and the moft Criminal > and fuch, as have not only ruined their

Affairs this Campaign, but muft do fo, while thefe Men are in Play. I will
not give You both a long and an unneceffary Trouble : What Ufe You will

make of me here, and in what Degree, jhall be in Your own Difpofal j for no
Man is with more Truth nor Eftcem than I am,

SIR,

Tour, Sec.

SIR,

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, OSlober f. N. S. 16J4:

THO' I gave You Joy of the Secretary's Place before I came away, and
defired Your Protedtion, as looking then upon it as a Thing done; yet,

finding by the laft Ordinary, that You were but now newly enter'd upon the
a6bual Poffeffion of it; I could not forbear renewing the Exprefllons that be-
come me upon both thofe Subjedts ; and wifhing You the Honour, and his
Majefty the Service, that You both propofe to Your felves by this Promotion.
I know very well, the Compliments I can make You, will be loft, as they
deferve, among many others You will receive upon this Occafion; and there-
fore I fhall not increafe them, or give a long and unneceffary Interruption
in the midft of fo much, and fo various Bufinefs, as muft have fallen upon
Vol. II. p p i Yq^
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You with this Advancement j but fhall end this Trouble, with the Profeffions

of my being,
^ S I R,

Tour, &c.

To the PR I NC E.

Haguef OEloher ij". N.S. 1(574.

May it pjeafe Tour Highnefs,

I
Cannot forbear rejoicing with Your Highnefs, upon Your nearer Approach

to thefe Countries, and wilhing You all Succefs in the Defigns that have

brought You where You are, and hinder'd Your coming farther at prefent,

tho' Your Highncfs's Perfon may be neceflary here, as well as in other Places.

In my laft, I gave Your Highnefs an Account of what I faid to the States at

my Audience, and therein the general Scope of my prefent Embafly, as to

what concerns his Majefty's Difpofitions, both in relation to his own Peace

with thcfe Countreys, and to the General Peace oi Chrijiendom. Your High-

nefs will have received, before this comes to You, from his Majefty's own
Hands, and at length, what You could defire more of his particular Kindnefe

to Your Highnefs's Perfon and Interefts, and of his Intentions upon the Sub-

ie£t of the Peace, both as to the Prefervation oi Flanders, and Guarantee of the

Peace, if it were once concluded, towards which Your Highnefs muft furniih

the firft Materials.

If, upon this Occafion, Your Highnefs has any Commands to lay upon me,

I fhould be very glad to know, whether You pleafe to have me attend thetn

here, till Your Return to this Place, or think fit to convey them to me by
Monfieur Fagel, or any other Perfon ; or whether You will command me to

wait upon You at any Place or Time You fhall pleafe to appoint : In the

mean Time, I pray God continue Your Highnefs's Health and Safety, ac-

cording to the conllant Wilhes of,

SIR,

Tour Highnefs's, &cc.

To my Lord Chamherlain*

Hague, OSloher 16. N.S. 1674.

My Lord,

TH E laft Packets brought mc Yours of the zpth paft, which was in all

Parts of it both ufeful and welcome to me, excepting only the Excufes

it began with, upon the Arrear You mention, of fo many Letters during Your
Illnels and Abfence from Town. How unneceflary any fuch Exprcffions were

to me, You will eafily judge, by my having continued conftantly the Courfe

of writing, whenever I had any Occafion; which I did, and fhall do, upon the

Belief You are content it fhould be fo, whether You write or no, till You dif-

courage me in it. I was very glad to find by the Style of Your Letter, that

Your Health was grown better, and Your Temper not at all worfe, fince the

ill Accidents that have lately fallen outj enough, indeed, to fhake them

both, if they had not been firm at Bottom. The bell: Wifli I can make You,

is. That You n>ay long enjoy and continue them bothj efpecially that a^uam
rebus
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rebus in ardtiis fervare r,tentem-f which I take to be either the beft Profeffion we
bring with us into the World, or the bcft Acquifition we can make while we
are in it.

I miifl; acknowledge the Honour his Majcfty does me, and, indeed, the
Credit he thereby gives me with the Prince, by the Communication of what
was the Subftance of his laft Letter j which, I think, was the righteft under-
itood that could be, and cannot but produce fome good EfFeftj either by pro-
curing a direft Anfwcr from the Prince, upon the main Point > or, at leaft,

by introducing me, in the very bcfl Manner, into the Overtures and Negotia-
tion of it, Avhen I fee the Prince, which cannot be far off. In the mean Time,
I have immediately upon the Receipt of Yours, written to his Highnefs juft

the Points you direded me inj and, in a Manner, the very Terms you give
me; defiring to know, Whether he will have me attend his Return hitherj
or fend me his Commands by Monfieur Fagel^ or any other Perfon; or have
me wait upon him in any Place, or Time, he fhall pleafe to command.

I have never heard from liim, fince I gave his Highnefs an Account, of
what I faid to the States at my Audience ; and therein the Scope of his Ma-
jefty's Difpofitions concerning the Peace, with the Offers of his Mediation}
which made me think he would be ftanch in all that Matter, till the Cam-
paign ended j and, perhaps, the colder he is, the lefs he fhould be prefs'd,

till the Courfc of Things, and Occafions bring him about, and difpofe him,
rather to foUicite his Majefty's Offices, than decline them. I his, I be-
lieve, may happen, at his Return hither; efpccially i'i Grave ihould be taken

>

which would ftill increafe the violent Inclinations to the Peace, which grow
every Day in theie Provinces ; efpecially that of HoUand^ and moft of ah, in

the Town of JmJJerdam.y which begins to apprehend a Lofs of Trade, that

will be hardly recovered, after any long Courfe into another Channel.

By what \ can find, from Don Emanuel de Lyra, the Dilpofitions at Madiid
are ftrong towards a Peace too, fo it might leave no Profpe£t of a new Warj
and though I fufpeft the Intentions at Vienna, upon the Emperor's Power at

home, as well as his Confideration abroad, increafing fo much, and fo evi-

dently, by the War ; yet, knowing how abfolutely that Court mult depend
upon Spain and Holland, from whom they draw the Subfidies that maintain
their Armies; I am of Opinion, That not only his Majefty's Mediation would
be eafily accepted by all Parties ; but the abfolute Arbitrage of all Matters in

difference, would be left in his Hands ; in cafe the Confederates were but
pofTefs'd with an Opinion of his Ma|efly's being impartial in the Matter; to

which, I hope, his laft Difcourfe with the Marquis de Frefno, and Letter to

the Prince, may have a great deal contributed.

The Emperor's Red dent here, told me two Days fince. That Court was re-
folved to accept his Majefty's Mediation; Mais toujours fuus Paveu de I'Efp.igne:
And that they were upon Choice of a Perfon, to be fent over fuddenly, with
publick Chara£i:er into England. The Dutch Minifter writes to the States,
That the Emperor will not accept the Mediation, till his Majefty's Forces are
recalled out ol France: But the Refident here fays. There is"^ no furh Condi-
tion mentioned ; though he adds, modellly. It would be a great Inducement
to the Emperor, and help to fatisfy the Princes of Germany, with the Em-
peror's coming to that Refolution; who took it to Heart, to fee liich a Body
of EngliJJ}, en tous les demeJes durant toiite cette Campagne. Befides, I mull
needs tell You, That the Dutch Ambaffadors have made fuch Reprefentaticns
of the Difpofitions and Intentions of our Court being fo abfolutely in Favour of
France, that they are very apt here to interpret the Inftances we make towards
a Peace, to be concerted with France ; and fome of them tell me, plainly and
frankly. They knew the King would not make them, if France did not defire

the Peace, and find it neceffary for their Affairs. "When I fay. Their Ambaf-
fadors, I do not mean Monfieur Odyke, nor what they have written fince his
being there: But I reflefted upon a Paffage, which, one of the States told me,
was in a late Letter from the other AmbalTadors ; which was, Monfieur Odyke
nous ajfeure, que le Roy a desfort bonnes Difpofitionspour notre Etat.

The
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The late Aftion near Strasburgh, will prove, I believe, at laft, to have

been a drawn Bufinefs, and leave each Party the Pretence of a Viftory ; as, I

fee it has done of the Field : I am forry to hear his Majefly's Subje6ts have

fuffercd fo much in it ; and doubt it will make v/ay for a greater Battle fl^ort-

ly in cafe the Brnndaiburgh Forces come up on the Imperial Sidc} and both

the Troops of the Ban, and Detachment from the Prince of Conde^ on the

French; both which, 1 find, are fuddenly cxpeftcd. They begin now to ap-

prehend 6'wcc/c'«'s cntring into the War j which muft cno^zgc Denmark^ and open

a greater, and longer Scene, in all Appearanccj and leave his Majefty the on-

ly Mediator in fo general a Quarrel.

This is too long a Letter, to one that is but newly recovered, and engaged

info many other Thoughts j and yet it muft not end, without my being ever,

2'oiir rnojl Faithful.^

and Humble Servant.

To my Lord Keeper,

Hague, on. 16. N'. S. 1674.

Afy Lord,

THE Bearer hereof, Mr. Edmmd dtriis, has an Opinion, That my Re-
commendation may have fome Value with Your LordOiip j and I have

too much Vanity in this Point, to difabufe him. Your Lordfliip will, on the

other Side, I hope, do me fo much Juitice, as to believe, I would employ my
IntercefTion to no Man, but leaft of all to Your Lordrtiip, where I were not

invited to it, by what I eftcemed very evidently juft and reafonablej as I do,

indeed, think his Affair j which is a Demand of Satisfaction from the Town of

Newcafile, for having faved their Haven from being utterly fpoiled ; and by

a Piece of Skill, peculiar to himfelf; which was the Reafon of his Majefty's

commanding him down thither, upon that Occafion. He is a Perfon who has

deferved well from his Majefty, in feveral Matters; and in whofe juft Support,

I muft confefs to have concerned my felf, efpecially his Affairs of this Nature;

as having been the firft that put him upon this Invention of Wreck-fifhing,

for the Recovery of his Majefty's Tin, caft away before OJlend, in the Year

1666, which he performed with great Succefs j as he has done feveral others

likewife fince, upon his Royal Highncfs's Patent for fifteen Years j and a Con-
traft his Highnefs commanded me to make with him, in i66p: And upon
which, I doubt not, but he would have made greater Advantages to himfelf^

than he demands from the Town of Neivcajile j befides confiderable ones to

the Duke this Summer, if this Purfuit had left him in Purfe, and at Liberty.

Your Lordfhip's Favour and Countenance to him in this Affair, which I left

his Majefty very much inclined to, will, 1 am fure, agree with Your eminent

Juftice, in all other Cafes ; and will do me a great deal of Honour, in letting

him fee, that You are pleafed to own me, for,

My Lordj

2our, 6cc.

r**
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To my Lord Privy-Seal,

Hague, OSlober i5, N. S. 1574.'

My Lordf

TH E Bearer hereof, Mr. Edmund Curtis^ having an Affair depending be-
fore the Council, with the Town oi Newcaftle^ for Satisfa6tion of clear-

ing and faving their Harbour, by a Piece of Skill peculiar to himfelf, which
was the Caule of his Majefty's fending him thither, to that Purpofe. He has
defired me to recommend him to Your Lordfhip's juft Proteftion j and I was
very glad of an Occafion of pretending thereby to be in fome Degree of Your
Lordlhip's Favour j and of fupporting, as far as I could, a Man I have known
long, and a Cafe I eftecm very juft i and, at the fame time, of profefling my
felf.

My Lord,

Tour Lordjhifs mofi Faithful,

Humble Servant,

To my Lord Treafurer,

Hague, O£loher 16. N. S. 1674.
My Lord,

MY Letters could never pretend more than your Lordlhip's Pardon, and
have had too great a Return, in the Honour I received of one from

Your Lordihip, intended me by my Sonj who, I doubt, will be grown too
proud, by your Lordfhip's owning him : But he is young, and may live to de-
ferve fome Place in Your Service ; which when You pleafe to allow him, I

Ihall own him no longer, than while he acquits himfelf well. I fhould be ex-
tremely glad to receive the fmalleft Command from Your Lordfhip, in that
Particular You pleafe to mention, or any other ; that fo by my Diligence ia

fmall ones, I may deferve greater j and thereby find fome better Ways of ac-
knowledging the Favours 1 have received j and the Troubles I have given
Your Lordihip, than by increafing them.

The Notices You pleafe to command from Time to Time, of any Thing
that happens extraordinary, Ihall not fail You. As to the Enquiries in Your
laft, concerning the Difpofitions to a Peace, and their tampering with France

i

I may affure your Lordfliip, That the firft grow very violent} and will, I be-
lieve, appear fo more, if they come to be Mafters of Grave, where they are
engaged, both upon Honour, and Revenge of fo many Men asithascoftthemj
and being the only Place of theirs, remaining among the French Conquefts,
(fince they have, by Treaty, quitted Maftricht to the Spaniards) whenever
they recover it, they will, I believe, begin to play the Mediators in the reft

of the Quarrel. But that which makes the Bent of the People in general, fo
paffionate for a Peace, is the unmeafurable Burden of their Taxerj and the
Intereft of the Trading Towns, that fay, upon all Occafions, There is none
gets by this War but England -j and that if itfliould continue a Year or two
longer, the general Courfe of Trade would run fo far into our Channel, that
they fhould be in Danger never to recover it. Befides, the rich Men here are
generally of the Arminian Party, and jealous of the Prince's Greatnefs, which
muft increafe by a War. So as all thefe Humours flowing together, make a

Current
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Current that nothing can ftcm, but the Force of their Engagements to their

Confederates; and ot their Interelt in preferving oi riandcn^ to fuch a De-

gree, and in fuch a Pofturc, -as may leave France without the Delign of another

War that way ; or, in cafe they attempt it, may prove a ftrong Bulwark to

thefc Countries, and cafily defenliblc by their Aflilhinces, without entring as

Principals into the War.
By this Your Lordlliip will eafily conclude, That no Obftruftion to the

Peace is like to come from hence > but ivom Spai>!^ or the Emperor. For Spain^

their Government is fo broken, by the Faftion of the Minifters, and Minority

of their King, that they find themfelvcs very unfit for any great Aftion in

the World
J
and fo would, I am confident, be very glad of a Peace; provi-

ded it might leave them, out of Fear of another Invafion from Daiue; and

fo they may neither be compelled to fo vaft an Expcnce, as the rr.aintaining of

great Armies in Time of Peace, nor defpair of defending their Country, when-
ever a War fhould begin: And they think neither of thefe can be brought

about by a Peace, upon the Terms of ylix la ChapcUe ; which left Flanders nei-

ther of a Size to keep great Armies, nor of a Figure to be defended by fmall.

For thefe Reafons, though the Want of Succcfs this Campaign has made
them, I believe, willing to come to a Peace, much under the Terms of the

Pyrenees; which were fix'd by the Confederates, upon the lall Treaty between
thcHoufe oi Auflria, and this State; yet, I doubt, they will rather try ano-

ther Campaign, upon the Hopes of what their prelent Conjun£tion may yet

produce, than end the War jull where it begun.

For the Emperor, I doubt more the Difpofitions to a Peace on his Side,

than any of the reft; finding himfelf powerfully armed, and at others Coft j

and thereby his Confidcration growing greater every Day in the Empire, what-
ever it does abroad. Befides, whatever Battles may coft, the Refources of
Men are fo great in Germany^ that they can never fail, whilft Spain and Hol-

land can furnilh the Money ; or the feveral Circles of the Empire, continue

animated in the Quarrel. Befides, the Emperor forefees himfelf engaged in

a War vvith France., upon the Succeffion of Flanders, if the King of Spai.

fliould fail without Ifiiie ; and, therefore, had rather drive on the War, till

he can fee Flanders fecured, and Lorrain in fafe Hands, than leave thofe Points

to be difputed by a new War, at a Time, perhaps, when he may not find

himfelf fo ftrong; cither in Confederates abroad, or the Concurrence at home
of the feveral Princes and Circles j nor fo difengaged from the Turk, or the

Troubles of Hungary at his Back.

For the Princes of the Empire, though they feem a good deal fpirited in the

prefent Quarrel, by the late Invafions of France, and the Exchange of many
Cruelties between the two Nations in the Palathiale ; and by the Profeflions

given them of the Safety, as well as Honour of Germany, being engaged in

this War; yet, I believe, after the firft Heat is over, the Diftcnfions natural

to Bodies that have fo many Heads ; the Jealoufy of too great a Growth of
the Emperor's Power ; and the Fear of drawing the Swedes again into the

War, or Spoils of Germany, will incline them generally enough to a Peace,

and without {training further than the Treaty of Munfter ; beyond which
France has not pretended any Defign, that I remember, in the Courfe of the

War.
For Sweden, I look upon them as engag'd with France by Treaty and Money ;

both already received, and more lying ready at Hamburgh, upon their entring

into Aftion ; which, I believe, they will be glad to avoid, at lealt, for this

Year, if they can any Way cxcufe it to France: And this makes them lb ear-

ncft upon the Mediation, and ufe fo great Inftanccs towards agreeing a Place
of Congrefs ; which might look like the Beginnmg of Treaty, and make their
Offices in it, pafs for fome Satisfaftion of what they owe to France. If they
engage in the War, they will, I believe, try to fet thcBilhop of Aiunjler again
upon his Legs: And, on the other Side, the King oi Denmark will join with
ihc^\c&io\- o'i Brandcnburgb, and Dukes oi Lunenburgh.y to make head againft
Sivedeuj in thefe Weftern Parts of the Empire.

4 For
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For thefe States tampering with France > All I have found of it with Cer*

taint), I gave notice to the Secretaries about fix Weeks finccj which was a

Negotiation begun by the Count d" EJlrades^ Governor of Majlricht, and for-

merly in the Service and Ambaflligc of this Country. He ailured the Pen-
fioner here, of his Mailer's reftonng, not only the Grave, but Mafiricht too,

provided it might not be given to the Spaniards : Of returning all Points of
Commerce to the State they were in by the Treaty of i66z: Of advancing

all that could beany Interefts and Advantages of the Prince, upon a Treaty j

and of making the Peace with Spain upon the Terms oi Jix la Cbapelle. Tho'
I faw a very earneft Letter upon this Occafion, in general, from the Count
d" Eflrades himielf, yet no Particulars have pafied further, than between the

Penfioner here, and the Perfon to whom it was writ, and who was fent to him
from Mafiricht : And the laft Anfwer I could hear of was, That when they

faw any thing in Writing, they would give an Anfwer to it. Upon the whole,

I do not doubt of this State's having very advantageous Terms from France,

if they would make a Peace feparate from their Allies ; but I fee not how
that can be done, either with Honour or Safety, confidering the Opinion

they have of our new Intelligence with France, even in all our Offers of me-
diating the Peace j and which their Ambaffiidors in England have long infu-

fed into them. On the other fide, the Difpofitionson all Hands confidered,

I am confident, if the Confederates were poflefs'd with any Belief of his Ma-
iefty's being impartial in the Bufinefs, they would not only accept his Media-
tion, but wholly remit their Differences to his Arbitrage.

I beg Your Lordihip to believe, I do not intend You many fuch Troubles,

or would have given You this, without your encouraging me : And that, by
opening the Scene for once. Your Loidlhip might the better judge, as any
Aftors come in, what Paces they are like to make.

I beg Your Lordfhip's Pardon, and the Belief of my being, with great Faf-

fion and Truth,

My Lord,

Your Lordjhip's, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamron.

Hague, NovemhirC. N.S. KS74.
SIR,

I
Was extremely glad to find by Yours of the 20th and 50th paft, that his
Majefty had relolved to fupport me in the Claim I had made here of a

free Trade for all our Ships, and the Merchandize they carry (if not coun-
terband) without any Exception of their Trading from one Enemy's Port td
another} which cannot, I am fure, be drawn from the Words of the Articles.

This made me confident, even before the Arrival of Your Letters, by a fe-

cond Memorial to the States General, to demand the Reflitution of the Re-
becca y and to tell them, very plainly. That if any Doubt might arifc upon
the Senfe of any Article in Treaties fubfifling between his Majefly and them,
it could not be re'olved without his Majefty's Confentj and till that was ob-
tained, they could not make themfelves the fole Judges or Interpreters againft
the plain common Senfe of any Words, and to the Prejudice of his Majefly's
Subjedts. This was the Point I put all the Weight upon in my Memorial}
but having the Day after received his Majefty's Pleafure, with Your Account
of what had pafTed here in Your Return this Way, and your Arguments up-
on this Sub,ed:} I demanded an Hour of the Penfioner, and run through a
very long Debate with him upon this Matter. The Heads of his Arguments
Vol. n. Q^q ^ere.
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were, The Judgment, he pretended, of fevcral Authors upon the Point : The
Praftice of France, and Spain^ and S-vueden with them, and ours, in the 1 ime

of his late Majefty and King James ; which he undertook to give me EAam-
plcs of; And, laftly. That it could not be the Meaning to drive an Enemy's

Trade, but only to prcferve a Friend's. I eafily eluded this laft, by the x^n-

fwer You made it, and by my own very true Proteftations, That at my figning

the Confirmation of thofe Articles, I had no fuch Senfc of them, as he would

now give them j but took the Meaning of them to be juft the fame with the

Words: That free Ships made free Goods, in all Cafes, unlcfs that of Coun-
tcrband. For the Senfe of Authors writing upon general ?"/'f;;;f;, and for their

own Credit, or that of their Profeflions, I laid, They could not be admitted

to interpret any particular Treaties between Princes and States j who might

make what Agreement they pleafed between themfelves, and very different

from what Authors call Jus Gentium^ or General Reafon j by which, I think,

they commonly mean their own : That, for the Practice of other Kings with

Them, it was no Rule of Theirs with his Majeftyj nor any Agreement, that

We fhould not have Juftice from Them, becaufe They could not obtain it

from Others : But, on the contrary, though they had it not, yet they ever

demanded it both of France and Spain y which was a cettain Proof, that they

efteemed that juft in their own Cafe, which they will not allow to be fo in

ours : That, for the Praftice he offered to produce on our Parts, in his late

Majefty's Time, I fhould be content to fee it, but could not tell how it could

fquare with the prefent Cafcj fince it was grounded upon Articles never in

Force between his Majcfty and this State, till the Treaty of Breda. I added

to what I faid in my Memorial, How unjuft their Pretences were, to make a

vvreftcd Interpretation of plain Words, without his Majefty's Confent : 7 hat

it was not fair to do it at a Time, when the Advantage of fuch an Article was
only caft on our fide by the common Revolutions of War and Peace, which
might be in their Favour To-morrow, as they were in ours to Day > whereas,

when the Advantage was, by like Accidents, caft on their fide, as it had

been with France and Spain, they had ever infifted on the very fame Point

that we do now, and never given over the Inftances upon it, whether they re-

ceived Satisfaftion or no. After a long and a warm Debate, I gained this

from the Penfioner j That, for his own part, he was content it fhould be as I

defir'd it, fince the King underftood it fo, and it was to be reciprocal between

us : That he could do nothing upon it in the States General, till the States of
Holland aflembled, which would be about a Fortnight hence : That he would
then propofe it there, and endeavour their Compliance with his Majefty, efpe-

cially if the Prince, at his Return, approved of itj and that, in the mean
time, he would endeavour to have the Goods in the Rebecca^) or the Produft

of them depofited, till the States came to a Refolution in this Matter j the

Ship it felf being already free and gone, purfuant to a Refolution taken by
the State in May laft upon this Point.

I have been larger in ftating this Matter, as it ftood between me and the

Penfioner, that, being of fo mighty Importance to our Trade at this time, his

Majefty might both fee the Right he had on his fide, and be the firmer in

maintaining it : And you may pleafe to inftru6t me in any further Arguments,

againft I enter the Lifts with Commiffioners here, if they fhould prove diffi-

cult, tho' the Penfioner be fatisfied with it.

For the PafTes and Orders to be fent with the Ship of Advice for Surinam^

he affures me. They fhall be ready againft I receive the Names of Ship and

Perfon j but excufes their going with Blanks, as a thing contrary to the con-

ftant Forms of this State ; which, indeed, I doubted of before, and therefore

took the Liberty to defire Your inftrufting me thereupon as foon as You
could.

Tho' the current News here be ftill favourable to the Strength, or, at

leaft, good Countenance of the Confederate Troops in Alfatia, yet I faw a

Letter Yefterday, from a very good Hand, which makes a different Story,

and fays, They had given over all Thoughts of fighting Monfieur Turenne;

and
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and that tho' the Brandenhurgh and Lunenburgh Troops talk'd of taking up
their Winter Quarters in the Upper Alface^ while thofe of the Emperor and
the other Circles defigned theirs in Suabia-y yet, it was believed at Strasbuyg^

Monfieur Turenne would ftill keep the Field, and cither engage the Confede-
rates, or elfe force them all to retire beyond the Rhine. All the Countenance
that has been made by the Horfe of the Confederate Armies in Flanders, has
been, I fuppofe, only to keep the French a little alarmed, fo as to fend no
more of their Forces towards Monfieur T'ttrenne. The Prince came to a Houfe
he is building in the Province of Utrecht^ on Sunday, made a great Hunting
Party for Yelterday, and intended to be here, as fome fay, to Day ; but as

others, not till Thurfday, being the Day after the Bonfires intended for Grate.
Yefterday were fent into my Yard about forty Pitch Barrels upon this Occafi-
on, being faid to be fent by Order of the States j and the like, or in propor-
tion, to other foreign Minillersj but I ordered them to be fent back, and told

fome of the States, That whenever I made any fuch Fire, I would do it upon
his Majefty's Charge, and no others : That, in the mean time, I did not
think fit to do it at all upon this Occafion, when his Majefty had offered his

Mediation in a Quarrel lying between Two of his Allies ; and, that it would
not look like the Part of a Mediator, to have his Minifter thus concern him-
felf in Succefles of either fide. They pleaded an old Form in this Matter,
and that it was intended to be done by thofe the States employ'd, and efpe-

cially in the chief open Places of the Town. Upon which 1 told them. They
might do it how they pleafed, but that I fhould no way concern my felf

in it.

I ask Your Pardon for fo long a Trouble, which I fliall end, with the Pro-
feffions of my being always,

SIR,

7'our, 8cc.

To the KIN G.

Haguef Nov. 30. N. S. 1674.

May it pleafe Your Majejiy.,

HAving feen the Prince twice fince his Return hither, and at Leifure, I

thought it became me to give Your Majefty an Account of what I could
obferve, as to his prefent Difpofitions, both in general, and mare particular-

ly, in what concerns Your Majefty, and theBufinefs of the Peace. In geiTe-

ral, 1 believe, he is pleafed with the Life he has led this Summer, and loves

the Trade, and thinks himfelf better in Health and Humour, the lefs he is

at reft : fo that, I doubt, the Motions towards Peace, muft be made from his

Interefts, rather than his Inclinations. For what touches Your Majefty, I

find all the Expreflions of Duty, and Service, and AfFe£tion, to be fuch, as

You can defire, and to have all the Appearance that can be of Sincerenefs

and Truth. And I believe them fo the more, by his Highnefs's enlarging fo

much upon the Intereft of a near Conjundtion with Your Majefty, and be-

tween the Nations; which, he fays, would make You both fafe at Home and
Abroad, and in need of no other Alliances : And a great deal more of this

kind.

For the Bufinefs of the Peace, tho' he complains very much of the ill Per-
formance of the Spaniards and Imperialifts, yet I find him pofitive upon thefe

Points: That this State can make no feparate Peace upon any Terms that

Trance can offer them : That a general Peace cannot be made without leaving

Flanders in a Pofture of defending it felf from any new and fudden Invafion of
France^ againft which no Guarantees could defend it : That Spain cannot quit

Vol. II. Q.q i the
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the County of Burgundy nor Cambray upon any Exchange j nor any thing in

Flanders beyond the Terms of the Pyrenees, unlcfs it be Jire or St. Omer.

That he had written to Your Majclty all he yet knew oF the Spaniards Inten-

tions > but if he might know upon what Terms You thought a Peace reafon-

ablc, and defir'd it, he would do all in his Power to bring it about, as he had

done in the Bufinefs of the Mediation, which, he told mc, was now accepted

at Madrid, as well as Vienna. When I faid, Your Majefty having been the

Author and Guarand of the Peace at ///.v, and not having fcen the French yet

beaten out of any one Town that was given them by that Treaty, could with

ill Grace propofe any thing to France beyond thofe Terms, or fomething equi-

valent. He faid reiblutely. That 'twere better going on with the V^ ar, let it

lall as long, and colt as much as it would j and that he believed all Men of

any Senfe in this Country were of the fime Mind. I told his Highnefs, That
I doubted it, and wilh'd, that, upon Trial, he did not find it othcrwife. JBuc

feeing him unmovable upon thefc Difcourfcs, I turned them another way,

and faid, Tho' Your Majefty would omit nothing that became a Chriiliau

King and a Friend to his Highnefs, in the good Offices towards a Peace, yet,

if they were not underftood to be fo, Your Majefty might, perhaps, content

Your felf to grow rich by the Increafe of Your Cuftoms and of Trade; and

let them and their Neighbours knock their Heads together as long as they

pleafed. He fmiled, and faid, He believed fo; and for that Reafon, I

talked of Terms which I knew the Spaniards could not accept of: And then

he fell into Talk, How eafy it was for Your Majefty to bring France to fuch x

Peace as You pleafed, and how much it was Your Intereft to leave Flanders

fafe; and many Things upon that Theme, that Your Majefty hath heard

enough of before from Monfieur Van Beuninghen. The End was. That he

•would expert to know Your Majefty's Mind upon his laft Letter, to which he

could add nothing till then. And I thought Your Majefty by this Account,

and the Knowledge of Your Mediation being accepted now by all Parties,

would the better refolve what Step to make next in this Matter; which was
theOccafion of this Trouble. It is already too long, but muft not end, with-

out the Marks of that Devotion wherewith I am,

S I R^

Tour Majejly's moft Loyal^

and mojl Obedient SubjeSi,

and mofl Humble Servant.

To my Lord Chamherlam^

Hague, November i^. N, S. 16^4.

My Lordy

I
Have given his Majefty a particular Account of the beft Obfervations t

could make upon my firft Audiertce from his Highnefs, and a Vifit he
has fince made mc; befides what I writ to Mr. Secretary JVilliamfon the Day
of hisHighnefs's Arrival. By all which, You will judge what fort of Difpofi-

tions You have to deal with in this Prince ; little favourable, I doubt, to the

Defigns of a general Peace, as little inclined to the unadive Life which fuch

a Scene muft introduce. Befides, he finds his Authority rife with his Credit

among the People here, by every fmall Succefs of his Arms, which is attri-

buted perfonally to him ; while the Want of it in the Confeiierate Armies, is

laid wholly upon the Conduft or Qualities of the other Generals. He hath a

very good Opinion of his own Troops, and a very great one of the Germans j

believes,
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believes, if the Count tie Souches had pleafed, the Prince of Conde had been

certainly beaten at Soieffe; and reckons, that by a better Conftitution of the

Imperial Court and Minillers, the Confederates may hope for more Honour
next Campaign, than they had this. On t'other llde, He thinks France will

find it hard to furniih fo many and fo good Men as Germany ; and that if the

Confederates lofc this Conjunfture to free themfelves and Flanders from any

farther Fears that way, they are never to hope for another. Befides what I

gather from my felf, 1 hear, all that have attended his Highnefs this Cam-
paign agree. That he is pleafed with the Life, both the Fatigue and the

Dangers he meets with, which have great EfFefts upon the Soldiers Kindnefs

to him, and muft coll him but little, if it be true what the Minillers fayj

That he believes the Point of Predeftination the firmeft that ever any body
did, and laughs at any of them, that fpeak modellly of it.

All thefe Points look dangerous to the Peace. Now thofe that look favour-

able, are, The General Difpofitions of the Towns here, upon the Point of

Trade j The Jealoufy of our getting into a PofTellion of it too far to be re-

trieved } and, underhand. Of the Prince's growing too far into the fole In-

fluence upon the State : The Revolt of Mejfma., which, if it grows higher,

and the Contagion fhould reach Naples, as well as other Parts of Sicily (as is

difcourfed here) would make Spain glad to fecure thofe Parts, by the expofing

of Flanders a little more than they would otherwife be content to do: And,
laftly, The engaging of Sweden in the Party of France^ by open Action, (fince

the Agreements between them are no longer, I think, a Secret any where)
which might change the Scene in the Affairs of Germany. I know not what to

fay to the Talk here, that runs privately (but among Perfons of the State) of
the Confpiracy of Prince Lobkoivitz, and others, at Fienna^ having reach'd as

far as the Emperor's Life j or, of the fharp Refentments of that Court againft

France, upon fuch Pretences. But I look for all the Difficulties that can be
given the Peace from thence, upon feveral Regards, which I have formerly

touched, and am flill as apprehenfive of as before, by what I hear from all

Hands.
I thought it not unneceflary to mention all thefe Points, that his Majefty

might have the fullell Light towards the firft Steps he fhall make in this Mat-
ter, after the Acceptance of his Mediation from all Parts, and the Anfwer he
hath received from the Prince to his laft Letter upon this Subjeft And tho',

perhaps, his Majefty may not think fit to fignify upon what Terms he would
have the Peace made, as the Prince hath delired him j yet, fince fome Ground
to work upon will be expedted from his Majefty, it may not be amifs to fayj

That upon fuch or fuch Terms, his Majefty hath fome Hopes of inducing
France to an Agreement, and leave the Draught of them with the Prince of
Orange^ whofe Anfwer upon it will give, at leaft, fome Entrance into this

Negotiation.

/ am every and very unfeignedlyy

My Lord,

Tour, Sec.

m
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To my Lord Treafurer,

Hague, December ^. N. S. if^y^.

' H E Unkindnefs I complained of from Your Lordfhip, in giving me no
Knowledge before-hand of my Lord Latimer''^ Journey, has been by his

Lordfhip fully made Amends for fince : When upon his Arrival he was fo kind

as to come llraight away to my Houfe, as to his own, and ufe ic fo, as he at

lead makes me believe j which I fhall, I am fure, love him for as long as I

live, and ferve him as far as I fliall ever be able, both for Your Lordihip's

fake, and for his own. I waited upon his Lordfhip to the Prince, who recei-

ved him not only well, but kindly j and, I am fure, will ufe him fo while he
• Lord ftays in this Country. I knew the other* Two Lords had no need of any In-

Arling- troduftion, though they were pleafed to defire it, and therefore, by Agree-
ton and ment between us, it was excufed j and the Two Conferences they have had
^^'"-^ with his Highncfs have been without my Intervention, or any other part, than

°^^' what my Lord Chamberlain has fince given me. By all I yet know, there is

nothing deeper in this Bufinefs, than what Your Lordfhip was plcaled to tell

me, fo frankly and fo kindly, in the Letter I had the Honour of receiving by
my Lord Latimer -y for which I return Your Lordfhip my very hearty Acknow-
ledgments, as I am fure becomes me: And, I may lay very truly. That the

Lights you pleafed to give me there, were more than I have yet received any
other way : For tho' I am told the main Errand of the Journey to be the fame,

as I receiv'd it from Your Lordfhip j yet, I hear nothing of a Letter from the

Prince to Monfieur Odyke^ having given a Rife to it j and if Your Lordlhip

had not told me fo, I fhould be apt to doubt it, and to believe, that other

Circumftances muft have had their part in the firll Conception of this Mat-
ter. I find by the Prince, as well as my Lord Chamberlain, that what Your
Lordfhip fays only. You believe, is true, of their having no Powers or In-

flruftions written, but a Credential as ample and honourable as can be. And
upon the firft part that was given us hither of this intended Journey, I re-

member the Prince told me, what Your Lordfhip fays with more Ground,
that he was fure Monfieur Ruvigni had his part in it. For what Your Lord-
fhip fays of thefe Two Lords Acquaintances and Interefts fo great with the

Prince, having occafioned the Choice of their Perfonj all I know is, that if

they doubted it, they did well to tryj becaufe Friends that have been long

afunder, know not how they are together till they meet, efpecially if they
parted lafl, no better than I know fome of thefe did.

Upon the whole, I am of Opinion, that this Bufinefs will produce no Eflfeft

at all, proportion'd to the Noile it has made both in England and here ; and
that it may not go much farther than Expoflulations and Compliments on both
fides: And, perhaps, if it were upon any great Bufinefs, the lefs of both
might not be the worfe. When I faid Compliments, I intended not fuch Ex-
prcffions of Kindnefs as are not meant, but fuch as are more or greater than

there is need of j and if what pafTes of this kind, have no farther End than
I know of, I cannot tell whether there has been any great Occafion for them j

fince the Prince cannot fay much more than he has done to me ever fince our
Meeting, of his Affeftion and Service to his Majefly. And on the other fide,

I take him to be an unmoveable Perfon in all Points of what he eflcems his own
Honour and Intereft, and not to be talk'd into, or out of any Points, where
he efteems either of them much concerned.

This is all I can yet fay upon this Occafion, and may be too much to have
troubled Your Lordfhip with, had not You given me the Encouragement. If

I meet with any thing more important to Your Lordfhip's Knowledge, I fhall

make uic of the Way You prefent me by a Servant of my Lord Latimer^, and
fhould have been glad Your Lordfhip had fent me a Cypher over, which might
have been necelTary upon fome Occafions. My Wife is Your Lordfhip's moft

4 Humble
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Humble Servant, and acknowledges the Honour of Your Remembrance : We
are both fo to my Lady. My Son will, I doubt, take notice of us no longer,

having the Honour of being abfolutely retained in my Lord Latimer''^ Service

fince his Arrival here.

1 will add no more to Your Lordfhip's prefent Trouble, befides the Aflu-

rance, That the Confidence Your Lordfhip is pleafcd to ufe me with, fhall

never be forgotten, nor undeferved, as far as lies in the Reach of fo much
Sincerenefs and Paffion, as that wherewith I have always profefs'd my felf.

My Lord,

Touvy &c.

To the KIN G.

May it

HagueJ December Jif. N. S. 1^74.
pkafe Tour Majejiy^

I
Received fo great an Honour by a Letter which my Lord Chamberlain
brought me from Your Majefty, that I am fure I mall never forget it,

•whether I live to deferve it, or no. Though his Lordfhip might juftly have
pretended to my Services here, from the Friendfhip between us, yet, I hope.

Your Majefty believes Your Commands are fo facred to me, as to need no
Help from my Inclinations, to make them obey'd: And therefore I fhall

only fay. That if his Lordfhip fails of any Afliftances or Services that I can
give him here, it fhall be his own Fault } fince I rcfolve to go on as I have be-

gun, in defiring from him the Knowledge in what Manner, and to what De-
gree, he would ufe them. I efleem this Journey of fo great Perfons, and fb

much my Fiiends, the beft Fortune, and moft Honour that could have befal-

len me in this Place, and hope the Succefs of it will be whatever Your Majefty
propofed to Your felf by it; and beg Your Majefty to believe, That fo Your
Bufinefs be well done, and Your Majefty grow as great and as happy as I wifh
You, I fhall have nothing left to ask for my felfj by whofe Services foever

that be atchieved.

The Two Conferences my Lord Chamberlain hath had with the Princ^
have pafs'd by Concert between his Lordfhip and me, without my Interven-

tion, or having had other Part in them than what his Lordfhip has fince given
me. All the Light I have offered to give to a Perfon that knows his Way fo

well, hath been only my Opinion not to go too far in Expoftulations : For,
befides what I know of the Prince's Nature in that Point, I have obferved them
apt to end well between Lovers, but ill between Friends.

The Knowledge of all worth Your Majefty's Trouble from hence, will, I

know, be tranfmitted from my Lord Chamberlain, and leave me no other

Part, than that of my humble Acknowledgments upon the Confidence Your
Majefty has been pleafed to exprefs of me in fo great Occafions, and the plain

Offers of that very fincere Devotion wherewith I am, and fhall ever be.

Tour Majejifs mofi Loyal Subject

and mojl Obedient

Humble Servant.

To
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, Deccinher zi. N.S. i6y^.

SIR,

UP O N a long Conference Yefterday with the Deputies of the States, I

agreed, in the firll Phicc, upon the Inflrument tor continuing the Ma-
rine Treaty of 1668, until the expiring of the Time appointed for the Ex-
change of the Ratifications of the laft Treaty concluded at London; wherein

I have purfued his Majelly's Commands tranfmitted to me in your laft, with-

out reafoning at all upon them.

The Inftrument will, I hope, be figned before the Clofure of this Difpatch;

and the Publication of it made immediately here, as the Notice of it is already

fent to the Admiralties of the fcveral Provinces. After our Agreement up-
on this IVlatter, we fell upon the feveral Heads tranlmitted to me from the

Commiffioners of Plantations, upon the Affair of Surinam. I obtained, in the

firft Place, That new Orders fliail be fent to the Governor there, by the Per-

fon to go along with the Advice Yacht, and containing the very Words tranf-

mitted to me in the lalt Paper j with the Addition only, of ufing no '1 hreats

to fuch as defirc to ftay : Which I find my Lord Chamberlain, as well as I, un-
derftands to be agreeable to his Majefty's Intentions.

In the next Place, I gained the Content of all the Deputies, excepting him
of Zdand^ That his Majefty Ihould fend a Man of War to convoy the three

Fly-boats, and lie out in the River till they were ready to return. And tho'

the Deputy of Zeland would not abfolutcly confent, without the Communi-
cation of the other Deputies of his Province j yet he gave me Reafon to be
confident the Thing would he yielded to, though it pafs'd with very much
Conteft ; not upon any Jealoufy, as they pretended, of his Majefty's good and

fair Intentions 5 but of luch Pcrfons as might be employ'd in the Execution of

them : And thereupon would have enter'd into greater Complaints of Major
Bannifler than he made of them j but that I cut them off as no Part of my
Bufinefs.

After this, we fell upon the Heads of the Orders defired for the Commil^
fioners his Majefty intended to fend. Upon the fecond Article they mfifted,

to have our Riding in their Rivers and Creeks, and moving from Place to

Place, to be with Confent of their Governor. But I found this Expedient,

To have it only with his Communication > which Words are added to it up-
on the third Article. The Deputy of Zeland affirming, That it fometimes

happened, that there was fo great a Scarcity of fome Sorts of Provifions, that

they had not enough for the Ufe of the Colony > we added thefe "Words,

That they might buy them at the ufual Rates, en telle quantite que cela n'incom-

moderoit pas la Colonie. Upon the twelfth Article we agreed. That it ihould

be reciprocal on our Side as well as theirs. All the reft we agreed in our

own Words i except the fixth, fcventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth, which run

all upon the fame Foot. Nor could I obtain them, after all our Debates j

but, on the other Side, the Penfioner Fagel was peremptory, and pofitive in

it. That they could not poflibly be agreed to: And that, not only becaufe,

there was no Ground for them, in the Article of our laft Treaty j but becaufe,

he fliid, the States themfelves, or, at leaft, thofe which are called fo here,

as rcpicfcnting the States, have not the Power to doit, or to alter theCourfe

of Judicature amongft any of their Subjeds. As for Example > Not to order

Men to be tried, in any Cafes of Contraft or Debt, before any others, befides

the ufuul and conftituted Judicature of the Place. Not to force any Man to

accept of another Creditor, than him to whom he had lent his Money. Not
to force any Man to accept of Land or Houfes, in Payment of Money he

had lent : And fo the other Matters, relating to the reft of thofe fore-men-

tioned Articles. And thefe Points they argue to be not only out of the Power
of



to the King, the Prince 0/ Orange, &c. 3x1

of tlie States > but contrary to the known Conftitutions of the Civil Law,
from many common Places, not neceffiiry to repeat. All they offer upon thefe

Points is only, in the firlt Place, To order the Accomplifhment in full of the

Words of the Article in the lall: Treaty ; whereby it was agreed. His Ma-
jeily's Subjefts there, fhould be tied to no other Rules and Laws, in Points of

Buying, Selling, or Commutation of Goods, than what were praftifed among all

the other Inhabitants of that Colony; but lliould in all Points of Civil Juftice,

have the fame Privileges with the reft. In the next Place, they offered to give

Order to certain Commiffioncrs of their own, to affift any of his Majefty's,

with the utmoft of their Power, towards the difpofing any Parties concerned

in any fuch Debts, to adjuft them, either by Exchange of the faid Debts for

others; or by taking Satisfaction for them in Lands or Goods; fo they might
be agreed by the Confent of the Parties concerned. But if that could not be

done, they could not force their Subjects, nor deny them the Right of having

Recourfe to the Juftice of the Place, for the final Determination of all

fuch Matters. And in this they were unmoveable, as a Thing out of their

Power. And, on the other Side, I told them. What they offered was not at

all what I could accept of: So that I had nothing to do, but to reprefent it

to his Majefty, and purfue the Orders I ffiould thereupon receive. In the

mean Time, I am allured, That the Orders neceflary to the Advice Tacht,

{hall be in my Hands before the doling of this Pacquct. I am,

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To the KING,

Hague., January 22. N.S. 167f.
May it flcafe your Majejly,

SINCE my laft, I heard of a long Letter, come hither from the Count
d'Efiradcs to the late Penfioner of Mj/r/V/;/^} by whofe Intervention the

faid Count at firft began, and hath fince managed, a lecret Correfpondencc here,

with the Penlioner Fagel^ and, by his Conveyance, with the l-'rince. I gave
Your Majefty fome former Notices of it by Your Secretaries; and I find, that

fince that Time it has run coldly and moll upon a Treaty of Commerce, and
a Cartel of Prifoners. But hearing this laft Letter run into Things more ge-
neral, I fell into the Difcourfe of it, with the Penfioner Fagel yefterday ; and,

at laft, engaged him to fend me a Copy of the Letter, which he confefs'd

to have by him ; but that the Prince had the Original. I caufed it to be tran-

fcribed immediately, and fend it Your Majefty inclofed. Upon the whole, I

find the Penlioner fixed, 1 hat this State muft venture all, rather than quit

their Allies; but for what concerns themfelves, not only delirous, but impa-
tient for a Peace. For the Match propofed in the Count's Letter, I find hirri

little inclined to it; but very much to that o( England. Upon this Talk I

asked him, Whether he had not heard of another, between the King of Spain,

and Madamoifellc. He confefled he had, and feemed to wonder at this in the
Letter; becaufe he thought the Advice of the other came the fame Way,
though not diredly. I asked him, What he thought of the Match with Spain?
And when he faid a great deal of wifliing and applauding it, upon the Con-
ditions of France's endowing her with the Conquefts of Flanders ; I told him.
He hadReafon; and that the State might very well give a Queen's Portion, to
have the Match, and the Peace, made upon thofe Terms. He confefs'd it, an4
faid, at laft, Je me fais fort de faire donncr deux cent milk Jacobus it cette con-

dition; and when I faid, They might very well uadertake for Spain's giving as

much more, we ended this Converfation.
Vol. n. R r I
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I thought it became me to give Your Majclly Knowledge of what pals'd j

and only to fay upon it, That in my weak Opinion, this were an Adventure

worthy Your Majefty's Atchicvcment : By which alone, in all prefent Appear-

ance, the Peace oi (^hrijlendom may be reftored: By which //V7«ri? may come

out of the War with Honour, and Spain with Safety : By which Your Ma-
jclly leaves a Neice, with one of the greateft Crowns of Chriflcndom on her

Head : By which You may draw a mighty Treafure into Your Purfe : And
by which, after the Applaufcs of all the World abroad, and all Your Subjefts

at Home, upon a Peace whereby Flanders is fecured; Your Majefty will have

Glory and Eafe together attend all the reft of Your Life. And fo I leave it to

Your Majefty's Thoughts, and beg Your Juftice in believing me.

I beg of Your Majefty the in*

clofcd Copy may be fecret,

whether it be ufeful, or no.

Tour Majejly's^ &c.

To the KING.

Hague^ "January 2p. A^ .S". ifi/f.

May it pleafe Tour Majefiy,

UPON the Difcourfes with the Pcnfioner, of which I gave Your Majefty
an Account in my laft, the Prince took Occafion to enter with me upon

the fame Subjeft, juft upon his leaving the Town. He fpoke of it with great

Hopes, That Your Majefty would fall in with fuch aProjedt of the Peace; with
Confidence, That You might moft certainly and eafily effeft it, if You pleafed j

and with Defpair, of feeing it brought about any other Way. Upon my men-
tion of Money, in general, he faid, That ftiould not fail : And upon my rai-

ling Difficulties, of France quitting fo many conquered Places, though upon
Confideration of fuch a Match ; he faid. If all would not be confented to^

he believed it might be done upon thofe that were moft neceflary to the Se-

curity of Flanders. That he knew fo much of the Condition of France, as to

believe they would be glad of a Peace, if they could have it with Honour,
which this would give them ; and that, however, he was fure they would not
refufe it Your Majefty, if they faw You defired it. He fpoke of it as a Thing
that would give him Aflurance of Your Majefty's Impartialnefs in the general

Affair; of Your good Meaning to his Highnefs, and the Safety of thefeCoun-
tries ; and of that which would make way for the firmeft and clofeft Mea-
fures between You, for ever after. He defired mc to write of it perfonally to

Your Majefty, and to give him immediately an Account of what Anfwer I

received; which makes me give Your Majefty more Trouble than I ftiould

have prefumed to do, upon any other Occafion; and take notice of it to no
other Hand, till I receive Your Majefty's Command upon it, what I fhall fay

to the Prince. I confefs, I took it for a Scheme of great Honour, Happi-
nefs, and Eafe to Your Majefty. And if You ftiould cffc<5t it, and after a ge-

neral Peace fall into thole clofe Meafures with the Prince and this State,

which my Lord Chamberlain fo much difcourfed of here; I ftiould not de-

fpair of feeing them brought to give Your Majefty, upon a defenfive League,
a Claufe of Guarantee upon all Quarrels You might have by Your Right to

the Flag: Which would be certainly the Way to give Your Majefty an undif-

{mted Poflcftion, of what hath been hitherto a difputcd Claim ; and thereby

eave to your Majefty's Crown and Reign, the greateft Glory that hath ar-

rived to any of Your Anceftors.

I had troubled Your Majefty with this by laft Poftj but that hearing fomc-
thing more had pafled in the Mapicbt Correfpondence, I refolved firft to

fpeak
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fpeak with the Penfioner Fagel; which I could not do till Sunday. He told

me, there was another Letter come from the Count, and all the Arguments

that could be, ufed to draw this State off from the Meafures with the Houfe

o^ Auflriay and into the old ones with France -y and that befides all other Ad-

vantages of Trade, it was propofed to give them a Port in the Mediterranean^

upon the Coaft of Italy. But upon the whole he faid, They could not leave

their Allies j difcourfed much of the Forces they fhould have next Campaign j

of the little Appearance to make a Peace, at prefent, any other Way, than

by the Projeft mentioned. And concluded, That if all Succefs failed, fo as

their Allies fhould break into fcparate Treaties } he doubted not, but they

could take better Meafures with France, than any of the reft.

I humbly beg Your Majefty's Pardon for thefe Troubles j and Your Accep-

tance of that Devotion and Truth, wherewith I am, and fhall ever be,

SIR,

Your Majejiy^s moft Loyal,

and mofl Obedient,

Subject and Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague^ February zi. N. S. i6jf.
SIR,
SINCE my laft, I have received yours of the fth, which brought me

a Copy of the moft Chriftian King's Anfvver to his Majefty, upon the

Propofal of Meurs for the Place of Congrefs, and his Majefty's Commands
how to proceed farther with the States in this Matter. The beft Account I

can give you of my obeying them, will be by the inclofed Memorial } which
being the firft I have put in to the States, upon the Subje£t of his Majefty's

Mediation, i|thought might be fit to trouble you with > that fo I might know,
whether, being left fo much at large in this Commiffion, the Conceptions f

have upon it, agree as they ought to do with thofc of his Majefty ; both as

to the main Scope, and as to the Manner and Circumftances of proceeding
in it. One of the great ones, and moft to be confidered, I take to be that of
perfuading the Confederates, that his Majefty is as impartial as a Mediator
ought to be, in the Condud: of this Affair} and, therefore, you will find

this Dellgn run through the whole Contexture of this Memorial : The reft

is, I hope, juft what his Majefty commanded me to purfue upon the Point of
Nimeguen, and the Inftances as ftrong as I could make them > and may not
poffibly be lefs fuccefsful for the Penfioner's Abfcnce •, if the States think fit

to come to a Refolution upon it, without his Communication, which I may
yet know before the Clofure of this Letter: In the mean Time, I fhall give
you the State, as well as I can, of the Swedijlj Mediation, in Anfwer to the

latter Part of your Letter j and your Commands of doing all by Concert or
Communication with him.

Hitherto he has always brought, or fent me, Copies of all the Memorials
he has put in upon the Subjc£t of his Mafter's Mediation, within a Day or
two after he delivered them ; but without any Communication before of
what they imparted i though they have been many, fince he knew and com-
plimented me, upon his Majefty's Mediation being accepted by all Parties.

I have obferved the fame Courfe with him, and ftill give him Part of what
pafled at the Conferences between me and the States Deputies upon the fame
Subjcftj and we live in all Points the beft and the friendlieft that can be to-
. Vol. II. R r i gethcr.
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gether. But upon the whole Matter, I take his Majefty's Mediation, and

that of the Crown of Sweden, to be different fo cfTentially, as well as in Cir-

cumllanccs, that I know not how they can be fo abfolutely joined as you

feem to intimate •, nor whether it ought to be endeavoured farther than main-

taining the bell Correfpondence that can be with them, and making, as near

as wc can, the fame Pace, though feparately, in the Courfc of this Affair.

For the firft } You know when the Swedes Mediation began, we, and France^

and thefe States, were all the Parties in the Qiiarrel : That during the Media-

tion at Cologn, by an Alliance with Spaitij the Houfe of Juftria came, with

other Princes, to be Principals in it : That after this Incident, though the

Siiiedijlj Mediation continued, yet it reached no farther in the Negotiations of

their Ambaffadors, than the firlt Parties : And though it was endeavoured

(whether it failed upon Pun£tilioes, or more important Speculations) 'tis cer-

tain, that neither the Emperor, nor the Court of Spain, have ever yet been

induced to accept of that Mediation. So that neither they on one Side, be-

ing refufed by fome Parties, nor the Pope, who will be refufed by others, can

pretend to make the fame Figure in this Bufinefs as his Majefty does, who is

accepted by all.

In the next Place j though Monfieur Ehernjleyn has fince his Arrival here,

very induftrioufly kept up the Part of a Mediator, by very frequent and vo-

luminous Memorials, which he has lately printed all together; yet they have

been confidered by the States little farther, than either as general Difcourfes,

or Declamations upon the Theme of Peace > or elfe Diligences affefted pur-

pofcly to prefervc the Figure of Mediation in that Crown, with this State,

•while they were at firft preparing, and fince engaged in open Hoftility, with
the Eleftor of Brandenburgh^ one of their Allies : For whofe Defence, they

knew this State was by Treaty obliged to employ all their Forces j and come
to an open Rupture with the Invader.

Ever fince I came hither, I have been frequently entertained by rhofe of
the States, and particularly by the Penfibner, with very iharp Complaints of
the Swedes towards them j and their open and avowed Partiality to France^ in

the whole Courfe of the Mediation. But more of the Dejhonnetete, as they

term it, to continue the Offers and Paces of Mediator, after the Treaties for-

merly concluded with France; their Money fo openly received, and their

hoftile March into the Duke of Brandenburgh's Country. But after the News
of this laft Adventure, the Pcnfioner, at the Head of the States Deputies, in

the next Conference upon their Defires upon his Majefty's propofing MeurSy
told me. The States had at firft ordered the fame Defire to be made ^o the

Sivedifi Ambaffador, but had fince refolved that fhould be omitted ; becaufc

they could not confider that Crown any longer as Mediator; after their being
engaged actually in a War with one of their principal Allies, and upon Mea-
fures formerly taken with their Enemies.

You know fince, how this Motion of the SwedijJ} Army has been a blind fort

of Bufinefs on both Sides ; they, on the one Side, apprehending the refolute

Profedions of this State to declare open War by Sea and Land ; and not only
to engage their Confederates, but endeavour it with the Mufcovite too, in

cafe they did not retire their Forces out of the Brandenburgh Country, have
fcemed of late very irrefolute how to go on, or come off from the Adven-
ture : And by a middle Courfe of only quartering in his Country, but attack-

ing none of his Towns, and paying fometimes for what they take, that they

might not be faid to live wholly at Difcretion, as in an Enemy's Country;
they have feemed to defign the giving juft fo much Satisfaction to France.^ as

might preferve their Treaties with that Crown ; and fo little Offence to the
Confederates, as might keep off a general Breach with the Emperor, as well
as Spain and this State ; and, perhaps, moft of the Princes of the Empire too,

in Conjunction with Denmark.
On the other fide. This State, tho' they have, from the firft March of the

Swedijh Troops, declared pofitively to the Ambaffador here. That they would
open the War, unlefs his Matter recalled his Forces out of the Brandenburgh

Ter-



to t^ff Kin Gf the Prmce of Ok A'i^G By 8cc. jzj

Territories j yet they have delayed it all this while, upon pretence of that
Refolution's running the Circle of all the Provinces with fome more than
ufual Delay: But in Truth, that before they begin an Aftion of fuch Confe-
quence, they may be firft aflured of their Confederates Intentions, take their
Mcafures with them, for beginning, as well as carrying on th; War > and in
the mean time, give Sweden Leave to avoid it, by recalling their Forces. As
this Matter has played upon thefc Circumftances and Difpolltions, fo You will
eafily imagine the Bufinefs of their Mediation has fornetimes appeared alive,

and fometimes dead ; and whether it be one or t'other, for my part, I cannot
tell. For, notv/ithftanding what the Penfioner told me, as I before mentioned,
and what I hear was replied at a Conference by the Deputies to the SwediJJi
Ambafladors upon that Occafionj yet, I find, he fiill continues his Memorials
in the fame Style, and will, I know, make all the Paces imaginable, to prefcrve
this Figure of Mediation as long as can be done.

Now, whether this continue or no j which yet I will formally ask the Pen-
fioner at his Return, as you defire j yet, I doubt, for my part, whether it will

not weaken the Force of his Majefty's Mediation (which will chiefly confift in

the Opinion of its being impartial) to join it openly and formally with that
oi Sweden -y which, whether the War go on or no, will ever be interpreted not
only partial to France, but even to be managed by the very Motions they fhall

receive from thence.

/ am ever, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

Hague, February z6. N.S. i6yf.
My Lord,

I
Was extreme forry to find by Your lafl: of the pth, that Your Illnefs was re-

turned, after I had flatter'd my felf, with its having left You, from what
Your former told me. God fend Your next may bring me better News of
it, which will be welcomer to no body, than me. I am very glad to find

his Majefty has that Propofition ftill in his Thought and Endeavour, and hope,

he will purfue it till it falls one way or other : For, in all Bufinefs of publick
or private Concernment, I have always thought the beft Rule is, as in Hunt-
ing, one Thing at a Time, and fee the End of it before another begins. I am
very proud to find his Majefty's Opinion, as well as Yours, agree with what I

had at the firft upon this Bufinefs oi Gelderland : 'Tisnow overj but the Smart
of it will not wear off, without further Time j and bending the Stick a con-
trary way, muft make it right. I think his Majefty, for his own fake, as well

as the Prince's, has reafon to be of the Mind he is, in this Matter ; For all Of-
fers of that kind, lofe us as many Friends in this Country, as they gain to France :

And it was a common Voice of ylmfierdam. That they had better be under
the Subjection of that Crown, than of an abfolute Sovereignty at home. In
thofe few Days the Noife lafted, there were above Three hundred thoufand
Pounds drawn out of the Bank oi ^mfterdam; the Eafl-lndia Adkions fell above
Thirty } and thofe upon the Cantores of Holland fell from a Hundred to Se-

venty five ; which was five lower than at the moft dcfperate Crifis of the laft

War. Which are EfFeds that might amaze fuch as do not either underftand

or confider, how much Trade, and indeed all Government, depends upon
Opinion.

The Prince has, in his Letters to the Province of Utrecht, thanked them
for their Kindnefs cxprefs'd to him in their Advice, and fallen very fharp up-
on thofe in other Provinces, who could ground fuch Sufpicions, as they had,
upon that Occafion : Which makes mc fear. He does not yet know enough

of
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of the Temper of his Patient, nor how little any fore of rough Phyfick agrees

with it. And, let me tell You, between us, That among fome younger or

warmer Heads, they fay, our Friend has been the chief Conlulter of this Af-

fair 5 which, for my part, 1 think, agrees. very well with what others fay, of

his being at Heart as much a Republican as Monfieur de fFitt. For, I am fure,

nothing could have given fo great a Check to any Defigns of Dominion here,

as this has done. Whereas, by a Courle of very popular Councils, with fome

Succefles in the War, the States themfelves, in fome little Time, might have

been the Inftruments of increafing the Prince's Authority, or the People might

have forced them to it, by their Trull and Kindnefs to the Prince, and there-

by preferring his Government before their own.
I cannot tell You any thing yet, what is like to be done about his Majefty's

Propofition oi Nimegaen for the Place ofCongrefs; the States having fent it

to the Prince, as I had done at the Hime time 1 put in my Memorial to them.

I have prefs'd it both with his Highnefs and here, as the only way of meet-

ing : But, after all, 1 am apt to think, the Campaign will begin before the

Treaty} and the Events of one, will be governed by thofe of the other. I

believe, the Method of the next Adtion will be, To have the Emperor's Army
aft either by it felf, or in Conjunftion only with that of the Circles j and

for tlie Brandenburgh and Lunenburgh Troops to fall in as Auxiliaries only to

the Prince oi Orange j who fliall command alone, and, upon Occafion of a

.Siege or a Battle, receive other Auxiliary Troops likewil'e from the Duke de

Filla Herffjofa; who will live in the beft Intelligence, and, I believe, with

very great Deference, to his Highnefs, in the Councils and Aftions of the

Campaign.
I write You particular Things, which go no other way ; but fuch as I ima-

gine his Majefty, as well as You, may be content to know.

/ am every 8cc.

To my Lord Chamberlain,

Hague, March 22. N. S. \6yf.
My Lord,

"I
Have newly received Yours of the 8ch Current, and rejoice with You upon

k Your Journey to Hufion , where I wi(h You the Health and Satisfaftion

You propofe to Your ielf, and which is neceilary both to the Service of our
Mailer, and to the Contentment of Your Friends. What You wonder fo much
at, both as to the Prince's faying. You had given him no Anfwer to what he
propofed to You about the Peace > and as to my fuffering him to fay it; I

mull tell You, That 1 very well remember what You writ to me about Mon-
fieur Riivigni's Scheme of that Matter; and I told it the Prince, whether You
writ to him, or no. But his Highnefs never took that for any Anfwer to

what he had advanced to You, at Your being here; which, he fays, was
not to France, nor, to know their Mind upon it, but his Majefty's. Therefore
the Anfwer the Prince expe6led upon it, was, To know whether his Majeft/
thought that Propofal, or fomething near it, a reafonable Ground for fuch a

Peace, as his Majelly judged fate and lafting: And, Whether his Majefty
would thereupon endeavour it with France^ while his Highnefs did the fame
with the Confederates. If his Majefty fhould be of this Mind, then the Prince
expcfted, He would propofe \x. 10 France^ and fignify their Anfwer upon it:

If that fhould be juft what Monfieur Ruvigni fticks to, and no Appearance of
going Icfs, I fuppofc, in plain Terms, the Treaty ends, before it begins, and
IS not to begin again till the Campaign ends. This, at Icaft, is my Opinion}
and that, whatever the Succefs of the one fide, and Difafters of the other,
have been the laft Year, yet the Confederates will rather throw away the

Sheath,
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Sheath, and buckle agahi to the War, than take a Peace upon fuch Terms, be-
fore they are abfolutely beaten into it.

I have, upon Mr. Secretary fViUiamfon^ Order, at two Conferences^ defired
of the States, to propofc a Plan to his Majelty, upon which, or near it, they
think their Allies will conlent to the Peace. By next Pod, you will fee it

from them in Writing : In the mean Time, I may tell you, it will be much
fuch another on the one fide, as Monficur Ruvigni's is on the other : And fo
muft all be, that comes in this open way from the States. Nor Ihould 1 have
defired it, but by Mr. Secretary's Orders, or expedred an IfTuc from any thing
here in this kind, but what is firft privately concerted between his Mitjefty and
the Prince.

What the States will do, as to interpofing for Vnnce JVilliam of Furflemhurg^
I know not: But I hear it talk'd among the Foreign Minifters, That the Em-
peror will not part with him, unlefs a Peace be made; and, in that Cafe, he
will oblige himfelf to give him his Liberty, and pardon him. I have very
good Reafon to believe the Szvedijl} Ambaffadors, both at Pari^ and here, make
it their Bufinefs to hinder the Congrefs at Nmeguen, by throwing in this Inci-
dent, as well as other ways, and Ifomach his Majefty's being left the fole Me-
diator, by their being fo formally rejefted j as well as having obtained this
Point from the States, after their having failed of Breda fo long contended
for. However, Monfieur Ehernflein and 1 live the bell that can be together j
which I do, not only by his Majefty's Command, but by my own Difpofition
too, having vifited him four or five times, and communicated all that has
pafs'd in his Majefty's Mediation, fince he has ftirred out of his Chamber,
where he has lain fick either of the Gout, or of Trouble, fince he is grown,
as he calls it, tout a fait inutile : And, I think, indeed, I never faw a more de-
jedted .VI an than he has been upon this Occafion.

For my own part, I think you have ended your Indian Treaty the beft you
could: And you know very well, I ever told you, the State here would
break, rather than come up to what our Merchants (or the Contrivers of feme
Unkindnefs between the Nations) refolved at firft to ask, and have fince ftood
upon juft as you fay, either to have All they asked, or Nothing. Nor do I
believe, there will be much Ufe of the Commiffioners to decide the Quarrels
of the Companies, when other Quarrels are not intended on on fide or
t'other.

1 am everj Sec.

To the KIN G.

Hague^ March iz. N. S. idjf.

May it plea/e Tour Majejiy^

I
Have this Day received the Honour of a Letter from Your Majefty of the

fth, for which I retiirn my humble Acknowledgments, and efteem it much
the greater, for having been written upon a Subjeft, which I knew Your
Majefty would not treat otherwife than in Confidence; being, indeed, a very
tender Point, and which touches the Strings; upon the good or ill tuning
whereof, very much of Your Majefty's greateft Concerns at this Time de-
pends. I will confefs, that I was extrehicly furprized, to read what Your
Majefty fays has been whifper'd to You, concerning an intended Journey of
the Prince this Spring into England ; and I ftiould be extremely afliamed to be
found ignorant here of a Matter of fuch Confequence, that were known fo
far off. I have very little Belief of Infallibility, and lefs of no Man's than
ttiy own : But I am as confident as I can be of having any of my Five Senfes
about me, that the Prince has never had yet one Thought of fuch a Journey
this Seafon; unlefs it had happened, that the Peace had been abfolutely made,

which
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which he has not hitcly had much Rcafon to hope for > and for the piclcnt, I

believe, he thinks no more of a Journey to l.oiidon^ than to Fenice\ nor

indeed of any thing, but how to get out of this War with a little Honour

and Safety 5 towards which, I am confident, he reckons upon plcafing Your
Majclty, as a much better and nearer way, than diiobliging You m any

kind.

This is my Opinion, and I have not yet been out in any of my Calculations

here. But becaufe 1 cannot reckon any thing to be neglcfted, that dcl'ervcs

Your Majefty's Thoughts, 1 will, at my firil feeing the Frince upon his Re-
turn (which is expected after to-morrow) let him know, that I iiear inch a

Thing has been whifper'd to Your Majclby, and how I conceive it mull be un-

derftood, and will upon this Occafion, talk it to the Bottom, if I find it

needs, either from what I meet in his Difcourfc upon it, or can obferve from

his Countenance. But if I find it wholly, as I cxpcft, without any manner of

Ground, I fliall, with Your Majefty's Leave, neither ftiew him Y'our Letter,

nor fpeak of it as a Thing Your Majcfiy believed, or reflected upon. And of

all this, I hope to give Your Majelty an Account by the next.

I can eafily imagine, what Errand the Whifpercrs of this Story mult have

pretended, to give fuch a Journey of the Prince, about the Time of the Par-

liament's Sitting : And I will not anfwcr for Monfieur Van Bcuninghen's bufy

Talk at fuch a Seafonj tho' he may have as little Thanks for it here, as for

all he has lately entered into of his own Head with Monfieur Ruz-igni. But I

Ihould be very forry to ferve Your Majcfiy in this Figure, upon a Scene where

any Motions fhould arifc towards the difcompofing Your Majelty's Affairs,

either at Home or Abroad, or thofe Meafures You fhall think fit to hold, in

a Point fo material to the Happinefs of Your Reign. And, on the contrary,

I am pretty confident, that 1 could prevail both with the Prince and the State

here, as to all that concerns themlelves, to refer the Bufinefs of the Peace

wholly to Your Majefty, not as a Mediator only, but as Abfolute Arbiter, and

without thinking of any other Recourfe, but to Your Majeft'y's pcrfonalDifpo-

fitions, and Judgment of what You efteem fafe for them and their Neighbours.

And if the Point of Honour, and thereby, indeed, of Interell, were not in it,

not to abandon their Allies, to whom they owe their own Prefervation, and

are tyed by fo many Treaties, I doubt not but I fhould be able to fend Your
Majefty fuch a Scheme from hence before I am a Week older.

If my Opinions are right, and Your Majefty be fo fafe and fo eafy here, as

I believe, it will then be poflibly worth Your Majefty's obferving, from what
Quiver this Arrow came, and whether there be no Poifon in it, that Y*ou may
know the Hand another time. If I am millaken, and there was Reafon for

fuch a Sufpicion, Your Majefty, I am fure, has a very ignorant Ambaflador
here, and who has loft the 1 alent of ferving You with the Succefs has for-

merly attended him j though, I am fure, he has loft none of that hearty Zeal,

wherewith he has been, and fhall be ever,

S I Ry

Teiir Majeft/s

Moji FaJthfulj 2cc.

To
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To the KING.

Hague, March 2f, N. S. i6jf^

May it pleafe Tour Majejly,

IN purfuance of what I writ kft Poft, I waited on the Prince Yefterday at

his Return, and took Occafion to tell him what I heard had been whif-

pered to Your Majefty about his intended Journey this Spring into England^

without taking notice of having heard any thing of it from Your Majefty. The
Prince told me, He knew very well what muft be the Meaning of iuch a Re-
port : That he was very forry to fee fome Perfons about You refolved to do
him all ill Offices to Your Majefty, and endeavour to make Things ill between
You, let his Carriage be what it will : That, for his part, he would never de-

ferve it, but he knew not how to help Peoples Talk : They might fay, if

they would. That a Cow could catch a Hare-j but he did not know why any
body (hould believe it. I interrupted him, and faid. He might be confident.

Your Majefty would be the laft to believe any thing of his Highnefs's ill In-

tentions towards You in any kind : And that, I wasfure. You believed nothing

of this, whatever had been told You : That he knew very well, how glad

Your Majefty would be at all times to fee him j but that it might be at fome
times inconvenient to you both j and therefore, Your Majefty was confident,

that whenever he had any Thoughts of it, the firft thing he would do, would
be, to acquaint You with it, and know Your Opinion, and Your Pleafure up-

on it The Prince reply'd, That he would be fure to do fo, whenever there

was Occafion, but hitherto there had been none : That, it was true, when
my Lord Arlington was here, they talked foraetimes of his going into England

this Spring, in cafe the Peace were made j or that, if it were fo far advanced,

as to let him fee it would be done, he fhould have been content to go and con-

clude ic in England : But this was only talk'd at their being here, and that

vay 'Loxdi Arlington had firft begun it, and put him upon thefe Thoughts:

That, fince that time, he had never thought more of it: And that I can tell

very well, as Affairs went, if he had the greateft mind in the World to go, he

could notj and that if he could, he wasfure he ftiould never think of it,

without firft asking Your Majefty's Leave, and knowing that You liked it.

With that, he faid in fome Heat, Would to God none about the King had

worfe Intenfions to his Service, than I have : But if he will not believe me,

what can I do ? I would be very glad to fee the King, and have but too much
Reafon to defire it j but I have fomething elfe to do at this time, than to think

of fuch Journeys.

1 tell Your Majefty, as juft as I can, his own Words > by which You will

beft judge of his Meaning : And upon this, I told his Highnefs, I was very

glad I was not miftaken in him j for, upon hearing what had been told Your Ma-
jefty upon this Subjedt, I had written to You the laft Poftj and thereupon re-

peated fome of the Aflurances I had given You, both of his never having had

any fuch thing in DefigUj and of his Duty and Intentions towards Your Ma-
jefty, being in all Points what became him. The Prince told me. He was very

much beholden to me for ir, and fwore. He would always make my Words
good > and that he would never deceive You.

May it pleafe Your Majefly,

I had written thus far in the Morning, and thought I had very little to add}

but about One a Clock Afternoon, the Prince came to mc, and fent for me

out of my Clofet, where I was locked up. When I came to him, he made

meExcufes, at firft, in good Humour enough ; but fuddenly changing Coun-

tenance, he told me, He had received a Letter from my Lord Arlington, that

he could not but come and iTiew me •, for he knew not, for his part, what to

fay to it, nor what he meant by it: Thereupon he read it all to me} and

Vol II. Sf upon
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upon that part which concerned his Journey into England, he faid, HisLord-

fliip knew well enough, how far that was ever thought of, for he was the firlt

that put me upon it. Then he went on, and read a long Period in Cypher,

that bc"un about dtcMoiilhi's being ftill about him, and fomenting theDefigns

of engaging the Parliament, this next Sitting, in the Affairs of France; tel-

ling him thereupon, HisHighnefs knew beft, whether fuch Friendlhips were

to be relied on, that were made a •coups des Indians : And that he knew very

•well, there were Difcontents here, as well as in other Places j *and that, Sio>t

les touchoit on les ponrroit faire faigner encore, I repeat the Words as near as I

can remember, becaufe I know not whether this was written or no by Your

Majcfty's Communication or Command : And the Prince reading it with feme

Stammering upon the Interlining of the Cypher, and yet with a good deal of

Emotion, 1 will not anfwer for every Wordj but I am fure I am right in

thegrofs, upon reading the laft Words, On les ponrroit faire faigner. The Prince

faid. He underftood this very well j for it was the fame with what my Lord

Jrlington told Monfieur Reed in England; That if the King would go about it.

He could make him be ferved as Monfieur de Witt was : Then he fwore in a

Rage, That he could not bear this Language from my Lord Arlington, nor

live any longer with him as he had done: That under Profeffion of Friendfhip,

and of dealing plainly with him, he faw very well, that he did him all the

Mifchief he could ; and that he could bear it no longer. When I told the

Prince, That what my Lord Jrlingtun writ, was upon what others had faid,

and endeavoured to make Your Majefty believe, he faid. No, he bcliev'd it

was my hord Arlington himfelf i and that he had made his Brother Odyke hin-

der du Moulin's going to Surinam, on purpofe that he might ftill have that

Pretext of doing him ill Offices to Your Majefty : That, however, if he had

been fuch a Friend as he pretended, whenever any body elfe offered at doing

him fuch ill Offices to Your Majefty, my Lord Arlington, that knew his Inten-

tions fo well, fhould have given them the Lye, and have anfwered to Your
Majefty for him, and not gone away himfelf with the Belief of them, or write

him fuch impertinent Language upon no manner of Grounds : Then he wifh'd

he might die on the Place, if he, or any Man he knew here, had the leaft

Thoughts of making any Intrigues with the Parliament, or offering at any

forts of Application to them ; or if ever he had thought or done any thing in

the War it felf, that deferved any fuch Language as this. But then he ftopr,

and faid. He would write to my Lord Arlington what was fit to be faid to fuch

a Letter : But he would write to Your Majefty too ; and defircd me, I would
convey it to You, fo as it might be deliver'd You in private j for, unlefs he

could enter into a perfonal Confidence with your Majefty, he knew not how
to live with Youj for he knew not which of Your Minifters he could truft,

fince my hord Arlington uCcd him after this manner. I promifed his High-
nefs to convey his Letter to You: And, after a great deal of Paflion vented,

and with all the Profeffions imaginable, not only of his own Innocence, but
that no Man ftiould dare do any thing againft Your Majefty's Service, whilft

he had any Power j he left me. And I thought it my Duty to give Your
Majefty this bare Account of all that pafs'd, which I thought of fo great Con-
cernment.
What is fo to Your Majefty 's, will ever make me lofe all other Regards. I

told Your Majefty at my comuig away, I would depend upon none but Your
Self: When that fails, I know the Way to my Garden again. In the mean
Time, You fhall be ferved with the fincere and particular Devotion that be-

comes,

SIR,

Tour Majejlfs moji Loyal,

and mojl Obedient SuhjeSl and Servant.

To
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To the Governor and Company of Merchant Adventurers,

Hague^ March 2.6. N. S. i6jf.
SIR,

I
Received not long fince a kind Letter frotn You, in the Name of the Com-
pany of Merchant Adventurers of England^ and fhould be very glad to

deferve the good Opinion You therein exprcfs of me, and of my good Inten-

tions towards the Service of Your Company, in its juft Pretenfions here. It

would be an Honour to me, during my prefent EmbafTy, to retrieve them,
after what happen'd to their Prejudice before my laft Arrival j as it v/as one
to me in my lall Embafly to reprieve them, which, I think, indeed, I may
wholly attribute to my felf. I am fure, no Man can be a greater Servant, and
Well-wiflier to all Deiigns of advancing the Trade of our Nation, than I;

nor, confequently, to the Frofperity of Your Company, and of the City of
London, where it refides, and where I efteem it an Honour to have been born.

But as to the particular Branches of it, efpecially this at Do;-/, I dare not take

upon me to judge, how much the Eftablilhment of it in its former Conftitu-^

tions, imports the Advancement of our Trade j becaufe his Majefty and
Council feem to have put fome Difcountenance upon that Opinion, by the

Liberty or Connivance given, for fo many Years palt, to the interloping 1 radc,

which makes it look, as if the prefent Intereft of Your Company here, were

no more than the bare Intereft of fome few Merchants habituated at Dort, and
their Enjoyments of certain Exemptions, which are confiderable, perhaps,

to their Domcftick and Perfonal Concernments, but very little fo to the

Woollen Trade of the Nation, in which they have but a very fmall Share, in

proportion to what the Interlopers drive.

I may have Leave to fay. That in what Tranfaftlons have pafs'd thro' my
Hands upon this'Subjcct, during my laft and prefent Embafly, I have gone to

the Bottom of this Affair, and feen by what Springs it has moved : And being

a very plain Man, I will deal fo with You in this Matter, and tell You, That
I believe, the Difcouragements given to Your Company in England^ by the

Liberties allowed the interloping Trade, both at firft raifed, and have ever

fince fomented, the ill Talent that You know has been born to it for fever.al

Years, by this Province oi Holland : For, as to the reft of the Provinces, they
have none at all againft You. I believe, the Bottom of it here is, That they

fee plainly, whatever Privileges arc allovv'd Your Company at Dort^ will be
given by the other Towns, either openly or covertly, to all thofe Interlopers,

whobring their Woollen Manuflidtuic direftly thither: And in this, the very
States themfelvcs cannot hinder what each Town will do for their own parti-

cular Advantage. And the Effect they apprehend from this, is, A general

Increafe oF the imported Mauufaftures from England, and thereby a proportio-

nable Decay of their own^ upon which the Intereft of this Province very
much turns : So that I have had it faid to me, almoft in plain Terms, by the
Pen(ioner here. That if the King will forbid the interloping Trade, and re-

ftore Your Company to its full Rights and Privileges from his Majefty, they

will do the fame to all they have formerly enjoyed from the States'.

When I have faid this, 1 have told You all I know in Your Affair, the States

General having deferred their Anfvver to my Memorial, till the Reprefenta-
tions upon it iLall come from the States of Holland : But 1 have not told You
all 1 fufpect; which is. That in the prefent State of your Company in Eng-
gland^ it will be very difficult to rcftore it to the former State here, both from
•what I have already faid, and from the Conib'tution of this Government j

by which it is very eafy to prevent a Refolution of the States in any fuch
Matter, becaufe the engaging of one Town in a Province, or of one Province
in the States, may do that: But, on the contrary, 'tis very hard to revoke a
Refolution pafs'd, becaufe the Confent of all is necelFary,

Yo L. IL S s i LTpon
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Upon this, You willbcft iudgc what Reflections, as well as what Paces, to

make in Your Bufinefs. And, for my part, as my Duty mufl ever engage my
Obedience to whatever Commands 1 receive from his iVJajeity upon this Mat-

ter, fo my Inclinations will always improve it, all that may be, tcj the Service

of Your Company, which bears, at lealt, the Name of our Nation and Com-
merce, tho' many would have it believed, that neither of them a'C muck
concerned in it. I am very much fo, in the Good-will and Opinion of fo

Worthy and Honourable a Society > which I defire You to let then:, know,

and how much I fliall, upon all Occafions, endeavour to obfcrve them> being

to tiiem, aud to Yourfelf,

S J Ry

An JffeWionate

Humble Se^'zant.

To Sir Jo(eph Wiiliamfon.

Haguey April i6. N'. S. i(J7f.

5 /i?,

I
Am to acknowledge Yours of the 30th pad, but cannot take upon me to

jultify, or to clear any part of that Paper given me by the States, concern-

ing the Terms of a Peace: They would have been glad to have been excufed

from doing it at all } and when 'twas done, were glad 'twas off their Hands;
and, I fuppofe, have thought little of it, either before, or fince. I prefi'd

them to it, becaufe You were pleafed to prefs mej but knew very well, it

could be nothing but a Piece of Form, and that the fecret Hinges of fuch an
Affair could not turn before Forty People, but mufl: fallen firll betv<reen his

Majefty and the Prince, and then pafs the Forms of the States. His High-
nefs is now perfectly well, has been up, and eat Fleih thcfe Four or F:vc

Days, and fhifted to Day ^ fo that his Life may be reckoned much fafcr, than

it has been thefe Seven Years. The Stories, You fay, arc much wondcr'd at

there, of his having been vifited by the Foreign Minirters, and others, every

Day in his SickneCs, were fo far from having any Ground, that there were but

Four People, belides the Phyficians, that ever went to iiim j which were, the

Rhingrave, Monfieur Odyke^ Monfieur Overkirke^ and Monfieur Bentinck^ of
which the Two lafl; were all that watch'd with him a-Nights in turns j and,

indeed, I never knew any Sicknefs of a Great M;m fo well govern'd as his j

for, You know how apt they are, upon thefe Occafions, to be endangcr'd by
the officious Exercife of too much Care and Skill. Mr. Sketvn and Mr. yljhtas

arriv'd here on Sunday^ anddeliver'd their Letters that Night, but the Prince

excus'd feeing them in Two or Three Days, fo as they are gone to AmfleydciH.

The Eledorof Brandcnhurgh will, I hear, come hither cither the End of this

Week, or Beginning of next j and I hear for a Secret, That the Two Dukes
of Lunenburg]}^ that is. Cell and Ofnaburgh^ will be here too at the fitme time,

upon an Interview with the Prince, in which the Marquis dc Gram intei'vcncs

from the Emperor, to agree upon the Meafures of this next Campaign. The
Danijh Minifters have received the Money, or the grcateft part of it, agreed

by their late Treaty to be paid them before they take the Field -, that is, the

whole ^ota. oi Spain^ amounting to 8fooo M. Crowns, is paid by Don Er/ia-

nuel de Lyra^ and the ^noia of Holland and Zealand is likewife paid j but whe-
ther they will immediately break with Sweden^ or ftand upon this State's do-

ing it firft, or at the fame Time, I cannot tell > or whether this Srate will go
fo high or no.

I Bavq
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I have one from you by Monfieur de BaSy who fhall want no AfTiftance I can
give htm here. I have Hkewife a Letter from his Majefty, counterfigncd by
you, in Favour of the Elizabeth, a Ship taken upon the fame Pretence with
the Rebecca, concerning which I wrote in my laft, and defired the Declaration
of his Majcfly's undcrltanding that Article to include the Trading from Ene-
my's to Enemy's Ports ; When this is done, I hope to retrieve thefe two
Ships, if the Owners are not wanting to themfelves in attending the Pivfe-
cution.

I am n'tTy

SIR,

Tour Tmjl Faithful

Humble Servant.

To Sir William Lockhart.

Hague, yiprii 18. N. S. i6jf.
My Lwiy

Am obliged to your Excellency for the Favour of one of the fth pafi:,

witli the Account of your ill Uiage on that fide, in point of your Lettersj
which, methinks, does not agree very well with the good Intelligence betweeu
our tv/o Courts, deferving more Confidence, and fairer Appearances, as far as

I underftand. Your Lordihip knows bell the Ways ofredreffing it, tho' the
Lofs or Delay of my Letters hardly deferve that Care.

The Tumult at Bourdeaux was, in my Opinion, very prudently appeafedj
tho' I know not whether the Succefs or Example of fuch an Adventure, may
not flir Humours, or raife Hopes of the fame kind in other great Towns. I
confcfs, as much as I have read and thought, makes me of Opinion, That
thofe Governments are fafeft and happieft for thofe that govern, which are
eafieft for them that obeyj and which engage Subjeds to love and fupport
them, by the Opinion they fhall lofe by any Change. And the contrary of
this might be poflibly felt in France it felf, if ever they fhould meet with a
Misfortune from Abroad; But that is very unlikely from the prefent Profpeft
of their own great Force, and wife Condu£t, compared with the ill Concert
and ill Succefs of their Enemies j and the laft is like to continue as long as

the fiitt, which, you know, is natural to all Confederacies. Yet, whoever
goes to Sea, or to War, runs a Venture} which is all I lliall fay of Matters
out of my Way, and my Reach; and not trouble you with the great Things
faid here by the Marquis ds Gram, of his Mafter's Army this Year like to a«5l

Under Montecuculi in Alfat':a. All the News I can tell your Lordfhip from
hence, is. The Safety of the Prince > whofe lUnefs has pafTed without the
leaft ill Sign or Accident } and his Carriage in it, with fo great Equalnefs of
Temper, and Conftancy of Mind, tho' it be not a Thing of moment} yet
has much confirmed the great Opinion I ever had, of his Perfonal Qualities
being very extraordinary. I believe he will be Abroad to morrow, unlefs he
keep in one Day to take Phyfick, which he is but hardly perfuaded to.

Mr. Skclton and Mr. Jpton came hither on Sunday from the King and Duke
upon this Occafionof the Prince's Illnefs} but have not yet fecn him, and will
not return till next Week.

I ara ever with great Refpeft and Truth,

My Lord,

Tour Excellency''s mojl Obedient Humble Servant.

ro



334 Letters o/ Sir William Temple,

To Sir Jofeph Wiiliamfon.

Hagttey AHgnflx^.N. S. i6jf.

S T Rt

SINCE my Return on Sunday l;ifl, after a flow PafTagc in very calm Wea-
ther, 1 find iny felt" obliged, by the Advance you have pleafcd to make mc

in yours of the 50th pail ; which, by bringing me Excufcs there was no Oc-
cafion for, hath given mc a very juft one of making my Acknov/lcdgments:
This I ihould do more at large, if I thought the Omiinon of Ceremonies were
not allowed in an Intercourle of Bufinefs ; and were not, indeed, the beil

Manners to a Perfon that hath fo great a Share as you have always upon your
Hands.

I have fince my coming hither, performed in two Conferences with the

Penfioncr, what I found my felf encharged with in the Inilruftions I now
brought over J and acquainted him with his Majefty's Refolutions concerning

the Warranty of Flanders^ whenever the Peace is made, even with a Rupture
upon any Invafionj as likewife the Defenfive Alliance with this State. I va-

lued them both fo far, that I left him extremely fatisfied with the firft, and
not unfatisfied with the other, tho' it went not up to the Height he could

have willicd, and, as he faith, was in Propofil when my Lord Chamberlain
was here. He will be ready to fall into the Confideration ofboththcfe, when-
ever J defire it, which I fhall do, when his Majefty thinks fit to poflefs me
with the Projeft or Heads of them, and to fend me farther Inftrudions howr

far to proceed upon them. For the Peace, he exprcffeth ftill the fime Difpo-

ficicn towards it in this State, he hath ever done ; and the great Deference

they will always have for the Sentiments of his Majefty upon the (.onditions

of it. Though he fays. He doubts not but the State will be induced tofumifh
the Expence of another Year's War, if France continue the Height of their

Demands, and the Succefs of the German Army anfwcr the Espcftation they

have given by the late Encounters. He told me, He would Ipcak with the

Miniftcrs of the Confederates here, and acquaint them with the Continuance

of his Majefty's good Difpofitions and Offices, towards the Advance of the

Peace i
and endeavour to find, whether any nearer Approaches might be made

towards it, by any new Overture they could agree in, and fhould be content

to put into his Majefty's Hands.
I fell afterv/ards into the Difcourfe of the two Points our late Marine Trea-

ty is ftill a little lame in 3 the Liberty of Trade from Enemy's to Enemy's
Port; and, the manner of Reverfion. For the Firft, I found, he did not ac

all underftand where the Difficulty lay ; and that Monfieur Fan Beunlnghen had
never yet informed the State of the Difference he had fo long entertained you
with there, between concluding the future and the paft. After opening the

whole Matter, and reading at laft the Declaration as you had drawn it up, I

prevailed with him to fall m with it, upon thefe Conditions: That, on our fide,

it (hould not extend to any thing that happened before the laft War: And,
on their fide, it fhould extend to the Releafe of all taken upon that Pretence

fince the laft Feace. And the firft of thefe I was cafy in, becaufe I knew
very well, there could be no Cafe th.at concerned it before the laft War, when
both We and They were in Peace v;ith all our Neighbours, from the firft Con-
clufion of this Article in 1668, till the laft War began. Hereupon he rcfol-

vf-d, (tho' it cannot be abfolutely concluded till an Afiembjy of the States of
Holland) however, to propofe it to the States General, and endeavour to have
it agreed by them, under the Approbation of the States of Holland at their

next Afn.mbly, which will be about a Month or Five Weeks hence.

For the Point of Rcvifion : When I found him conftant that the Forms of
Judicature could not be changed here; which did but agree with what you
told mc, concerning ours in the Admiralty there, however the Words of the
Treaty may fcem to own: 1 at firft made him ienfiblc of th.e great Inequality

in
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in the Expences of our Revifions and theirs ; and thereupon nropofed the only
Expedient I can poffibly think of in the Cafe : Which is, That inftead of
Seven of the firft Judges, and Eight Revifors added to them, accordino- to the
prefent Forms} all Revifions iTiould be made by Three of the firft Judges,
and Four Revifors joined vi'ith themj which reduceth the Number from Fif-
teen to Seven, and thereby abates one half of the Charge. This, I told him,
was only an Expedient of my own, and which I had not yet offered to the
Kmgi but that I would do it, if he would offer it to the States, and with the
Favour of his own Opinion falling in with it. And this we agreed to do on
both Hands: So that You will pleafe to let me receive his Majefty's Opinion
upon it, as foon as it may be without Trouble; the Bufmefs of the St. Jofeph.
and others, depending upon the Conclufion of this Affair.

I ask Your Pardon for beginning Your Trouble of this kind with fo much
Length, and Your Belief of my being always,

SIR,

Tour mojl Faithful

Humble Servant,

To the KING,

Hagtie^ Jtig.i^. N. S. \6yf.
May it pleafe Tour Majefly,

Since my Return to this Place, I have had Two very long Conferences with
the Penfioner, which I will not trouble Your Majefty with the Detail of.

The IfTue was, That tho' they are grown here into better Heart, by the Sue-
cefs in Pofnerania, and upon the Rhine, yet I found him fo fenfible of the Ha-
zard this State runneth in the Perfon of the Prince, and of the Advantage they
will receive by the Guarantee oi Flanders, and defenlive Alliance Your Majefty
is refolved on with them, in cafe they come to a Peace by Your Intervention >

that he at length fell in fo far with what I told him were Your Majefty's

Thoughts upon the Conditions of the Peace, as to alfure me, That he would
reprefent them to the Prince of Orange with all the Advantage he could.

Befides the Difficulties he made about Burgundy, in the Confequences of it

both to the Emperor and Spain; he fell on himfelf, with great Perplexity,

upon that of the Prince's own Patrimonial Eftate in that County j and faid,

Thofe Lands, with Orange, would give him too great a Dcpendance upon
France', whereas, he delired to fee his Highnefs have all upon England, and
none there. Upon the v/hole, we both concluded, That it was a Matter
which could not be fo well deduced to the Prince by Letter, as by Difcourfej

and that it were beft for the Penfioner to find fome other Pretence of attending

his Highnefs, and as foon as he could. The Penfioner, tho' he agreed with
me in it, yet faid. The Prince was fo unwilling he fhould leave the Hague,
that he would not do it without firft asking his Highnefs's Leave, which he
would do by an Exprefs immediately; by whom I writ likewife to the Prince

upon the fame Occafion; but referring all Particulars to the Penfioner, when
he fhould attend him. We cxpe6t a Return of this Difpatch on 7'hurfdayi

and whenever it comes, the Penfioner will away the fame Day, and in the

mean time, ftart fome Pretence, that may give no Jealoufy to the Confede-
rate Minifters here, with whom we agtecd this Matter fhould not take Air,

but by Confent between Your Majefty and the Prince. I fee more Appear-
ance of a Peace than a Truce; for I find the Penfioner as averfe from this laft,

as inclined to the other. His chief Reafons are. That there needs as much
Negotiation to obtain the one, as the other : The Charge of a War will not

be
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be Icflened by a Truce -, and if the People here fall once into the ufual Courfe

and Security of Trading, they will not be prevail'd with to return again into

the War, tho' France fhould infilt upon the moll unrcafonable Terms.

For what concerns the Sivcde, the Penfioner is of Opinion, that nothing can

be negotiated with them, feparatc from the Confederates on both fides ; tho'

he faith, A private Overture has been made, that in this Cafe this State will

procure a Peace between that Crown and the Confederates, Sivcden will em-
ploy not only their Offices, but their Forces too, if there be need, to induce

France to a Peace upon the Terms oi Jix laChapelle, with an Exchange oi Jeth^

Charleroy and Oudenarde^ for Jire and St. Omer. Whether this have any

Ground or no, fo much is, I think, out of doubt, That the Swedes have an

extreme Defirc to get out of the War, and into the Mediation again, but

will, I believe, find Difficulties in both. I have entertained Mr. Secretary

Williamfon by this Night's Pacquet upon thofe Matters which were pointed at

by my Inftrudionsj but thought it became me to trouble Your Majefty with

the Account of fuch as I had the Honour of receiving from Your own Dif-

courfes > and chofe this Conveyance by the Captain of the Yacht, as both

furer and fpeedier too, if not hindred by crofs Tides in the River.

I cannot end this Trouble without my humble Acknowledgments for that

particular Confidence wherewith Your Majefty hath been pleafed to honour

me, in my late Attendances upon Your Majefty in England -y and which I am
much prouder of, than I could be of any Titles or Advantages that are the

common Objefts of other Mens Piirfuit and Ambition. 1 afTure Your Majefty,

mine (hall never go farther, than to delerve, or, at leaft, acknowledge the

Honour You are pleafed to do me, by all the Services of my Lifcj and by the

moft conftant Devotion and pcrfe6t Truth, wherewith 1 am, and (hall be
ever,

SIR,

Tour Majejly^i tnofi Loyal,

and moft Obedient

Subje^ and Servant.

To Mr. Sidney.

Hague, September 3. N. S. i6jf.

SIR,

I
Writ to you from London two or three times, whether acknowledging any of
yours or no, I cannot tell} for the Thoughts of thole common Forms enter

not into our Commerce, farther than to make the coming fafe of what is inten-

ded between us. Therefore 'tis fit to tell you. That I had two from you while

I was in England; one by Mr. Greenwood, and the laft, oi July 21, juft before

my coming away. I ftay'd there juft Seven Weeks, which was much longer

than was intended when I was fent forj as, I mull tell you, I was by the King,
though, I think, not above two knew of it j and I was to make my Journey
a Thing of my own Defire, and defigned for my private Occafionsj which,
you know, I do not much trouble my felf about. The King happened to

have no Bufinefs fo much in his Head, all the Time of my ftay, as what turns

a good deal upon my Hands j and fo, by falling very often into very long
Converfations, and privately with me, gave Occafion for a great deal of Talk
both There and Abroad, and Expeftations of fome very decifivc Mcafures
taken upon the Bufinefs of a Peace j which when all is done, both as to Con-
ditions, Place, Time, and Manner of Treaty, will depend much upon what

Ihall
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flia'il prove the final Event of this Campaign Things have hit fomething

woric of late for the French than before : But the Armies, both in Jlfatia

and Flanders, having been left by our kll Letters in fight of one another, will

tell us how the Year, and the Hopes of both Parties will end. Before this

can come to You, 'tis likely, You will hear the Succefs a fhorter way j fori

fend this by iVlr. Locke's Gonveyance,having found no kind of Encouragement
10 ufe the Frfwc/^ Pofts between this and Parish and lo intending this tor no
farther Intelligence, than of what pafles between our felves; that it felf is

nothing more, nor li^.e to be, it fcems, in halte, than the very needlefs Aflu-

rances, of what, I know, we both fed at Heart, in the Continuance and

Warmth of our Kindnefs and good V\ ifhes to one another, where-ever we
arej and the Satista6tion we fhall receive in the Knowledge of what becomes
of us.

There feems not yet any Certainty of the Congrcfs^ and till then, I fuppofe,

I am fixed here : Whenever that happens, 'tis intended I Ihall make a Pare

of it, with what Company I know not; my "Lord Berkeley's EmbafTy mio France

being like enough to break that Defignation. Mr. Fenwick has my Lord Clare's

Regiment, and will find Advantages here, if he defcrve them ; being the

onXy'Englifi .v^an of Quality in the Prince's Service. I expeft You ihail be as

good as Vour Word in writing fometimes where You are, how You do, and
think to difpofe Your felf I never wanted You more, than I did all the Time
I was in England; and never loved You better than I do, and fhall do while
I live.

S I Ry

Tours
J
&c.

To the KING.
i

Hague, September 6. N. S. i6jf.

May itpjeafe Tour Majefty,

THE Penfioner came to me upon his Return from the Camp, and gave me
this .Account of the Prince's Anfwer to the feveral Points I had dif-

courfed to him here. Firlf, That his Highnefs gave Your Majefty humble
Thanks for the Confidence You had ufed towards him, in letting him know
Your own Thoughts upon the Subjeft of the Peace j which he would endea-

vour to deferve, by communicating all His to Your Majefty, upon this and all

other Matters, aS he would do to a Father: That he was very glad of the
Intentions Your Majefty exprefs'd, to enter into clofer Meafures with him
and this State j which his Highnefs would promote all that could be on this

fide : And that he efteemed this a better Guarantee for Flanders, than any
formal one that could be given upon the Peace : And therefore defired, That
the Projedt ot fuch an Alliance as Your Majefty will be content to make with
them, may be agreed on as foon as Your Majefty pleafeth j tho' You fhould
not think fit to conclude it formally before the Peace, which yet his Highnefs
rather defired j becaufe after, there will be no way of keeping a Party in this

State from endeavouring to renew their old Meafures with France j but let-

ting them fee, they were already taken with England, and their Security found
with us, which they pretend to by the French.

That for the Terms of a Peace, the Prince, for his own part, would be
very well content to refer them wholly to Your Majefty. But being with the
States, engaged to their Confederates by Honour and Treaties, they were
forced, in fome mealure, to confider what would fatisfy them. That he
doubted, as Things now ftood, they would not be induced to a Peace, withouC

'
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the Terms of Jix la GhnpeUe^ and the Rcftitution of Charkroy, Aeth^ and

Oudemrde; -.is abfolutely ncccllary to make lomc Frontier for Flanders. That

if France infiited to have the County of Burgundy., it would find more Diffi-

culty ; and that the Spaniards., but efpecially the Emperor., put fo great Weight

upon it, that, he doubted, they would not only expcdl: thole Ihree Towns j

but likcwife fournay., Courtray, Liflc, and Doway.

That the Prince, for his part, rather wifli'd Your Majefty would propofe

the Peace upon the firft of thefe Plans j wherein, he had vei-y good Aflurance,

You would be fecondcd by Sivcden: But if You ihould rather choofe to have

Barz^undy left to the French., neither his Highnefs, nor, he believed, the States,

would make any Difficulties upon it. And iho' he were very fcnfible of Your
Majefty's Kindnefs, in the Offers concerning his own particular Intereft there j

yet, he afTures Your Majelly, whatever he hath or may fuffi:r in them, that

Ihall be no fort of Hindrance to the Peace.

That whatever PropoCtion towards a Peace Your Majefty fhall think fit to

make, the Prince defires it may be done, as arihiig wholly from Your Self,

without notice of any private Intelligence with him : And he thinks, the beft

Way of doing it, will be at the Congrefs at Nimegiicn; where he doth not be-

lieve the French will make any farther Difficulty of fending their AmbafTadors,

when tholb of Your Majefty ftiall be there > and that the Sivedes^ as well as

the Confederates, will certainly fend theirs immcoiatcly upon it.

This is the Sum of the Penfioner's Difcourfe to me from the Prince. And
when I told him, That, I fuppofed, his Highnefs meant, the Reftitution of

thofe Three Places Ihould be made in Exchange for Aire and St. Oniers., as

was fpoken of at my Lord Arlington's being herej he told me. The Prince

mention'd no fuch Thing; and tho' he confefs'd what had paG'd in the Win-
ter; yet, he thought, as Affliirs had fince changed, France might find Rca-
fons to induce them to a Peace upon thefe Terms : Yet, upon farther Argu-
ment, he faid, T hat if Your Majefty Ihould think fit to propofe an Exchange
at the Treaty, he believed the States would not be againft it. But he de-

fired. That whatever Your Majefty refolved on, might be propofed at the

Congrefs; and not be, in the mean Time, communicated to Monfieur j

but that if Your Majefty dcfired any firther Lights from hence. You would
pleafe to receive them as You have done thefe ; alfuring me. That no Perfon

but the Prince and himfelf had been, or fhould be acquainted with what had

pafs'd ; and adding, That it was great Kindnels in Your Majefty to avoid the

ISIoife which my going to the Prince would have made, fince his own had

made too much among the Spaniards in the Army. Upon the whole, I find,

the Hearts of the Confederates are grown high with their late Succefles, and

with Hopes of greater before this Campaign endsj and that the Prince is very

much bent upon having his Share in the Honour of it, either by a Siege or a

Ba-tlc, which, I believe, we may fuddenly hear of, and that Charleroy is de-

figncd. The Event hereof, as well as of the farther Aftion yet cxpefted in

Alfatia and Tre'ues^ willfo much govern the Conditions of the Peace, that I do
not lee how Your Majefty can, at prefent, be Mafter of them, farther than by
bringing it to a Cmigrefsy and making the Overtures there, according to the Pofture

of Affairs at that Time, when no new SuccefTes on either fide ihall arife in that

Seafon to change the Scene. I can yet fee no farther, unlefs Your Majefty can

think of any Temper, wherein France and the Prince may be like to agree be-

fore-hand, which will depend upon the Opinioneach fide hath of their Affairs.

Your Majefty will guefs at that of the Confederates by what I have written j

and, I hope, knows that of France by better Hands. I humbly beg Your Ma-
jefty's Pardon for the neceflary Length of this Trouble, and your Acceptance
of the true Devotion wherewith I am, and Ihall ever be,

S I Ry

Tour Majeflfs tnoft Loyal and moft

Obedient Subje£i and Servant.



to the King, the Prince of Oka sGEy &:c. 35^

To my Lord Chamberlain.

Hague, September lo. N. S. i6jf.

I
Am to acknowledge the Favour and Kindnefs of one from You of the 18th

paft, and of the Account You therein give me of Your (elf, as well as the

Refle£tions You make upon the Affairs at prefent in the Scenes here. To the

Firft, I fhall fay nothing at all j knowing how good a Judge You are of other

Mens Affairs; and, conl'equently, how much better You muft needs be of

Your own ; in which all Men are to be allowed for the beft Mafters, till they

either confefs to have failed of their Ends, or not to have found what they

expefted in them. I hope You find good Recruits of Health in the Country,

fince You reckon upon llaying folong there, as the Accounts I receive of the

King's intended Motions, make me guefs. But for the Profpcft You have

there of the General Affairs, I do not think You could mend it by any Re-
moves; for All will ftill depend upon the laft Events with which this Cam-
paign lliall end : In which, I find, if the Prince had no wifer Counfellers

than You and I, he would be content to preferve his Army and Flanders, till

he faw the Force of thefe German Expeditions fpent one way or other. But,

I hear, he is refolved to have a Share in the Honour of the Campaign, and

will endeavour by a Siege of Charkroy to bring the French to a Battle, though

they are near as ilrong in Number as he is, and much llronger in Horfe. To
this end he is drawing together Eighteen Regiments towards Ruremonde

from the Garifons of this State, which will make his Foot ftrong when they

join him. But, when all is done, Flanders is the only Scene where the late

Succeffes of the Confederates can, in any Probability, receive a Check this

Year ; and whoever fights a Battle runs a Venture. His Grandmother died

on Monday laft, and has, I fuppofe, thereby left a conflderable Addition to

his Fortune.

The News here to Day, is, of taking 'Treves, wherein Monfleur Creqiii, and
all the Officers, remain Prifoners; but the Soldiers, both French and Dutcb^

are fent away free, with Engagement not to ferve againft the Confederates in

Three Months ; and the Lorraincrs either to remain Prifoners, or to take Ser-

vice under that Duke. If this Army fhould march into Lorrain, as was inten-

ded after the taking of "Treves, I know not in what Condition France would be
to receive them, confidering how ill the Prince of Conde has yet been able to

deal with Montecuculi. But i have an Opinion, That the Dukes of Lunen-
hurgh, who make the greateft Strength of it, will march back with their

Troops, to make good their Share in Bremen, if the Swedes fhould not be able

to defend it; which will depend on the Refolutions of the Duke oi Hanover,

that are not yet known. A Commiffary of Sweden, who ftill remains here,

fays. That France will no longer infifl upon the Point of Prince William y at

leafl, no further, but that he fhall be fet at Liberty upon Conclufion of a

Peace, If this be fo, I fee not how a Congrefs will fail; if not, I know not

how it will be.

In the mean Time, this State is very earnefl; to have it begun by the King's

fending his Ambaffadors thither, which, they undertake, fhall be followed

not only by thofe of the Confederates, but the Swedes too; who feek all ways
of drawing their Stake as foon and as well as they can, out of the prefent

Game.
This is all I know of to be told You at prefent from this Place of Solitude

and Leifure. And for my felf, I will only fay. That the Journey or further

Remove You mention, and were told I was to make immediately after my
Return, is a Thing I never heard of before, and fo know not what Your Po-
litick Informers meant by it ; unlefs it be the fame which I believe they meant
by feveral other Things I found they told You, of my Actions or Difcouribs

while I was in England, and with as little Grounds. God be thanked, that

Vol. II. T t i among
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among fo many Purfuits and Journeys I have of late, by Report, been engaged

in, I know of none of them, but find my felf a Man of great Repofe, and

without other Dcfigns, than of going on that dull, eafy, and indifferent Pace,

that is natural to me; and by which, as I can make no great Fortunes, fo,

I hope, I may make no great Faults, and get no great Falls j but fhall

ever be,

Tour mejl Faithful

Humble Servant.

To the KING.

Hague^ September 20. N. S. i6jf.

May it pteafe Your Majefty^

HAving found the Pcnfioner fenfible how little Reafon this State would

have, upon any Succefles, to change the Terms they propofed to thcm-

felves for a Peace, fince they had no Pretenfions of their own for carrying on

the War; and having touched the fame String in a Letter I writ to the Prince,

upon the Death of the Princefs Dowager ; I received one Yefterday from his

Highnefs of the 17th, wherein were thefe Words j
*' Je ne voy pas qiC avant

" q^tie f arrive a la Haye je pourrois faire quelque chafe pour Vavancement de Ia

" paix^ laquelle pourtant je fouhaite paffionnement fur le pied que je -jous ay tou-

*' jours dit." I fliould be glad Your Majefty and the Prince were fo agreed,

before a Congrefs begins, as to draw Things towards the fame Head in all Mat-
ters that fhall be negotiated there : And 1 fee no other Difference, than what
there may be in the Value of the County of Burgundy^ or Jire and St. Omer.

I find them here of Opinion, That nothing can be advanced towards a Peace

otherwife than at a Congrefs; which they leem to ground only upon the great

Variety and Number of Parties and Interefts, that are engaged now in the

War. Bur, I believe, this proceeds chiefly from the Spaniards, who are ex-

treme jealous of all private Meafures that may be taken between Your Majefty

and the Prince, upon the Subject of the Peace.

Your Majeity will beft judge, whether You are likely to prevail with the

Emperor to releafe Prince IVilliam before the Conclufion of a Peace; or with

France to infifb no farther upon this Point, before a Treaty begins; and will

pleafe accordingly to apply Your Offices towards fome way or other of over-

coming this Difficulty, which muft be the firfl open Step that can be made
towards the Peace, that fo as little of the Seafon for a Treaty may be left as

the Campaign will allow.

I will not increafe Your Majefty's prefent Trouble, beyond the Profeffions

of that Humble and Hearty Devotion, wherewith I am, and Ihall be ever,

SIR,

Tom Majefifs mojl Loyal,

and mojl Obedient

SuhJeSl and Servant.

n
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To the KING.

Haguej September 27. N. S. i6jf.
May it pleafe Tour Majejly^

SO great an Honour as I received by a Letter from Your Majefty, has
made me equally fenfible how much I am to acknowledge ir, and

which way I may beft deferve it, by applying my whole Endeavours to
what I find is fo much in Your Majefty's Thoughts. We are now fo

near an End of the Campaign, that I do no longer expe£t any dccifive

Aftion from it : And when all the Fights and all the Bonfires are done, I

believe, the greateft Effeft of it will be beft judged by the Winter Quarters
of the Imperial Army: Whether Count Montecucuii will be able to gain them
in Lorrain and the Upper Alfatia (as he propofes, and, I hear, has promifed
the Emperor) or fhall be forced to feek them on t'other fide the Rhine, which
muft happen, in cafe he does not mafter Haguenau and Saberne. For the Bat-
tles expefted either in Pomerania or Flanders, I am apt to think, neither Party
will feek them, without fuch Advantages as the other will not give j fo as

the Year may end without them. And Your Majefty may already guefs how
the next Scene is like to open, and upon what Foot the Negotiations of a

Peace are like to begin. On this fide, 1 find, the Overtures of them are ex-
pected from Your Majefty (though, 1 believe, both the Court of Rome and of
S'vueden may affe£t that Honour) and they are, I fuppofe, to be made by Two
different Motions at the fame Time, the one publick, by advancing the Con'

grefs and fome Propofition there (or middle Scheme between the Pretenfions

of the Parties) that may ferve for a Ground upon which the Treaty may be*
gin : The other private, by feeling the pulfes on each fide, and judging from
thence, whence the nearelt Approaches are like to be made. For the Con-

grefs. Your Majefty has all the Reafon in the World, not to fend Your Am^-
bafladors, ti'l You have Aflurance, that chofe of both Parties will immediately
follow i and towards this, I fee no other Vlotions to be made on this Side,

than for Your Majefty either to write to the Emperor, or to give me a Com-
mand to fpeak to his tvlinifter here •, and, by one of thefe ways, either to

make it Your Defire, That in Confideration of Your Majefty as Mediator, he
will make way for the Congrefs, by putting Prince IViUiam of Furftcnburgh into

fome Neutral Hands, without further Condition j or elfe propofe. That he
may be fent to Venice, upon Caution taken from the State, that if the Peace
fucceed not, he Ihall be returned to Vienna.

For the Pulfe on this fide, I will aflure Your Majefty, it ftill beats very
faft and very high, in all thefe Provinces, towards the Peace j fo that, in

cafe the Congrefs begins, and at Nimeguen, as it is at prefent agreed (that is,

in the Eye of thefe People) I think, 1 might undertake to make them agree

to Your Majefty's abfolute Arbitrage, in any Difficulty that might arife upon
it. And the Sufpicion of fuch violent Influences from the Bent of the People
here, will make the Houfe of Aufiria endeavour (tho' upon other Pretences)

to remove the Congrefs to fome remoter Place. As to Spain, I am not of the

fame Opinion} and find by my laft Difcourfes with Don Emanuel de Lyra,

what Reafon the Prince had in his laft with the Penfioner, to make fo much
Difficulty upon the Point oi Burgundy : For, when I began only to touch thap

String, by faying, the greateft Difficulty would lie there, and that Your Ma-
jefty agreed with the Confederates in the Opinion of an abfolute Necedity tp
fliake a Frontier for Flanders j Don Emanuel interrupted me briskly, and (aid,

^^en ne fe flatte pas fur ce point, car nous perdrons plkttt toute la Flandre par U
guerre, que de ceder la Bourgogne par la paix. However, I do not defpair upog
this Point it felf, if Your Majefty and the Prince Ihould come to agree in itj

becaufc I know how unwilling the Houfe oi Aufiria will be to break from thii

State, in the Courfc of the Treaty j and that in all has pafled of late betweeo
thegi.
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them, they have not fo much confidcrcd any Advantages they expcfted from

the Warj as what they might hope by clofing fuch Meafures with this State,

as mit^ht I'crve them upon all Occafions, even after the Peace j and in any

new Conjunftures that may open when the King of Spain grows of Age, by
himfelf or fomc fettled Miniltry to direct the Councils, and head the Aftions

of chat Crown.
But this is the hardeft of the Game: Whereas, if Your Majefty Ihall, on

the other fide, find France difpofed, by the late ill Current of their Affiiirs, to

come up to the Prince's firft Project j which was, The Four Towns for^;Ve

and St. OfMcr; I fhall look upon the Peace as made, notwichflanding any new-

Incidents that may fall in, either from the Empire or the Dam. I will defire

"VourMajefty, not wholly to forget the Advantages that were offered You
from hence upon that Scheme, of a Marriage between the two Crown?, in

cafe any way ihould open towards it, by the great Variety of Accidents that

may yet poflibly happen in the Progrefs of a War> becaufe, in all Events,

France with that may find an Iffue with Honour, and Your Majefty with Profit,

as well as Applaufe.

For that wherein Your Majefty wifhes the Penfioner's Eyes were opened} I

have often difcourfed upon that Subject to him and others in the chief Direc-

tion here, fince the Scene began to change to the Difadvantage of France.

But they all anfwer, Thefc Confiderations will not be in Seafon till Spain fhall

arrive at the Terms of the Pyrenees ; beyond which, if any Step fhould ever

be made, they fay, the Interefts of this State will change, and not before. But
there is yet another Bias in this Matter} and that is, The Lovejiyn Parties

being fo much bent upon the Meafures with France, which turns thofe of the

Prince and the prefent Government here, fo much more upon Spain. But
thefc will leden by nothing fo much as by Your Majefty's Advances into clofer

Meafures and Confidences with them, and, by that means, taking off their

Dependances from the other Crowns, and turning them wholly upon Yours.

All which lies, as I fuppofe, in Your Majefty to do, at what Time and in

what Degree foeverYou pleafej as You may judge by the laft Account I gave

of the Prince's and Penfioner's Difcourfes upon this Subject

I am to beg Your Majefty's Pardon for this Length, which I have been en-

gaged in, by the Defire of giving what Lights I thought might be necefiary

now at Your Majefty's Entrance upon this great Work of the Mediation : I

am, and fhall be all my Life,

!
SIR,

Tour Majefty''s moft Loyal,

and moft Obedient

SubjeSl, and Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

HaguCi O£lober if. N. S. i6jf.

SIR,

I
Have the Honour of yours of the i8th paft, with his Majefty's Commands
upon the two Points of the Marine Treaty, in purfuit of thofe Gentle-

mens Opinion to whom the Confideration of them was referred, which I like-

wife received in a Paper inclofed. To morrow I ftiall have a Conference with

the States Deputies upon them, and by the next fhall be able to give you an

Account of them, and doubt not at all, but his Majefty will have Satisfaftion

in them, which way foever he pleafes to turn them, fo it may be reciprocal on

'both fides.

Upon
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Upon my Memorial to the States, renewing the Offices of his Majcfty's
Mediation, and defiring that Palipoits might be prepared, the States have re-

folved it Ihall be done without iJehy or Difficulty , and in the lame Form
with thofe for the Congrels at Culog,i. They are content to give them with
Blanks for the Names of the Plenipotentiaries} and likewife, if his Majeily
pleafes, with a Blank for the Name of the Place ol- Treaty j and either to
deliver them here to me, or fend them to Monfieur Fan Beioungheny to be dif-

pofed of by his Majelly's Order. In all which Points if you pleafe to fignify

his Majefty's Pleafure to me, I fliall not fail of feeing 'it performed ; and
queltion not but it will be abundantly in Time, confidermg from what Diftan-
ces the other Parts of this Kind are to be perfomed, and how little Ufc can
be made of all theie Diligences till an Expedient be found out in the Bufmefs
of Prince William.

I have, upon Return of the Emperor's Minifter to this Place, perform-
ed likev;i("e, by his Intervention, the fame Offices, in his Majelb/'s Name, to
the ' "ourt at Ficnna : Upon which he told me, That he queftion'd not the
Emperor'i ready Compliance with his Majeily in this Matter, provided that

France would reciprocally furnifh the PafTports neceOary for the Imperial Mi-
niilers, and thofe of the Allies > but more particularly thofe of the Duke of
Lurrain^ upon which there had been fo great an Obftruftion given to the late

Treat/ at Cologn i could anfwer nothmg to this Point -, whereupon he de-
fired me to infinuate it with the firft to his Majefty, that fo the Refolution of
France might he clearly known j adding. That he fuppofed there would be no
Difficulty in this, or any other iVlatter which concerned the prefent Duke of
LorraiH; lince all the Pretences given by France to any Action againll that

Duchy, had been railed from their perfonal Quanels with the old Duke, and
Jealoulies, or Exceptions, againif his perfonal Qualities, which could not lie

againft the prefent Dulic. From this he fell into the general Difcourfe of the
Mediation, and how powerful all his Majefty's Offices would prove, in Cafe
he prefcrved the Authority of a Mediator > which confiftcd chiefly in the
Opinion of his impartial Difpofitions to all Parties. That he did not queltion
this of his Majcft;', fince he had charged himielf with the Mediation j and
that he fuppoled, it was fome of his Minifters, without his Knowledge, that

had given Occafion to the Reports which were fpread in the German Princes

Courts, of the Elcftor I^alatine having begun a private Negotiation with
France^ by the Intervention ol the Court of England j which had interrupted

the iMeafures of Count Montecuculi, and drawn him back with his Forces to-

wards thofe Farts. I had nothing to reply upon this Subieft, but that it was
a Story I knew nothing of; and that the Account Monfieur Spanheim gave
me of his Journey into England^ was very diffisrent from any fuch Intentions

of his Mailer : And fo I turned the Difcourfe to the Bufinefs of Prince fFH-
liam-y wherein he laid, all the Orders he had received was to declare, That
the Emperor was willing, at the opening of the Congrefs, to expofe that

whole Matter before the feveral Minifters there concerned, and leave them to

judge of the Reafon he had for that Seizure and Detention.

By what I could gather from much Difcourfe between us, upon a Point
wherein neither of us had Order to fay any Thing from our Mafters, I am apt

to believe, if his Majefty will propofe an Expedient in it, as a Mediator, and
with the Strength ofhis own Defire upon it, that the Emperor will not eafiljr

refule it And if his Majefty Ihall refolve to make this Trial, and tranfmit it

hither, in a Letter to be convey 'd to the Emperor j I ftiall, at the fame time,

engage the Offices both of the Imperial Minifter here, and Don Emanuel de

Lyra, to make Way for it. This lalt was with me Yefterday, and among
many Difcourfes upon the Subject of the Peace, fell upon the Difficulty there

would arife about the Pope's Nuntio, who could not intervene at a Congrefs
at Nimeguen, though his Mafter's Mediation had been accepted both by the

Houfe of jiujlria^ and likewife by France: And thereupon asked me, Whe-
ther the Place of Congrefs might not be changed j which I have found

of late both him and the Emperor's Minilter much endeavouring. I told

him.
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him, I believed though his Majefty had named Niwcgucn^ yet he had no

other En"a"ement to it bcfidcs the Difficulty of any new Agreement among

the Parties, who had already accepted this ; and it was not eaf/ to find any

fitter in the Provinces of this State admitted by France: And all others Teemed

to be excluded by a Refolution of France and the Houfe of JuJIria^ not to

treat in cither of their Dominions. That for the Difficulty of the Pope's

Nuntio, it was firit to be confidered. That though his Mailer's Mediation had

been accepted by the Emperor, and the two great Crowns, yet it could not

be fo by Sweden, Denmark^ or this State. So as the Pope could notbeelkem-

ed m this Negotiation as an univerfal Mediator, which was a Figure would

belong to his Majclty alone. And therefore it would not, perhaps, be of

Necellity for his Minifl:er to intervene at the Place of Congrefs, but only to

refide at fome Place in the Neighbourhood, where he might have conltant

Communication with thofe Princes Minifters who had accepted his Mafter's

Mediation J and might poffibly make ufe of it in Points that were purely be-

tween themfelvcs, without Concernment of the other Parties. That to this

Purpofe there was Cleve^ within two Hours of Nimeguen^ where the Exercife

of that Religion was free, and performed in the great Church} or if not,

there were other Convents at the fame l)iftance, very fit tor receiving a Nun-
tio. Don Emanuel feemed to find no great Exception againlt this Expedient j

but faid, It would not be agreed upon, unlefs his Majefty propofed it to France,

which he therefore defired I would infinuate in my next Letters.

The Penfioner told me in my lall Conference, that the Expedient I men-

tioned in my lafb, to have been offered Monfieur Fan Beuninghen, concern-

ing the Bufinefs of Prince IViUiam to be agreed in the firft Artie e of the

Treaty, was offered him by one of his Majelty's Secretaries of State > which

I could fay nothing to : But I am very confident, if France will infill no far-

ther than that, there will be no Difficulty in this Congrefs. He told me at

the fame time, that the Duke of Nieuhurg had done his Majefty and the

Mediation a great Wrong in Germany, by endeavouring to form a third Party

among the Princes of the Rhine, and giving out that his Majefty would be

the Head of them. To which I only replied, it was a Thing I knew nothing

of } but that I was very confident his Majefty would upon no Occafion quit

the Figure of Mediator, having once undertaken it, and being fo univerfaily

accepted.

/ am every

Sir, Your, &c.

To the KIN G.

Hague, November l. N. S. i6yf.

May it pleafe Tour Majejly,

SINCE the Prince's Return, I have had two large Difcourfes with his

Highnefs, and fhall give Your Majefty only the Sum of what pafs'd, not

troubling You with the Length of many Circumftances. The Prince received

the Aflurance "V our Majefty was pleafed to give him in fome Lines of Your

own Hand, with very great Senfe of fo much Kindncfsj which he faid, He
had all the Reafon that could be to believe from thofe Expreflions, and would

ever dcferve them the beft he was able.

Upon the Subject of the Peace, he was, at my firft Audience, dryer and

more carelefs, than I ever found him laft Winter, or Spring. He faid. It was

out of his Head at prefent : That we fliould find the Spaniards much ftiffer

than fix Months ago ; That Monttmuli's Defire of going to Fienm had hin-

der'd
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der'd his taking up Winter Quarters in Alfatia j and fome Difference between
himleli:^ and the Spaniards, had fpoil'd the Effeft of this Campaign, without
which it might have gone far towards a reafonable Peace. That he faw the
only way of making the War in Flanders, would be with Two feparate Armies,
which might be compafs'd next Campaign. And that if the Forces of Lunen-
burg and Munftcr, could clear Bremen of the Swedes this W^inter, he believed

France might have their Hands full next Spring.

All his Difcourfcs being ot this kind, I thought not fit to purfue them far

the firft time : But Yefterday, at a fecond Audience, I rcfolved to bring it to
fome Point j and defired his Highnefs to tell me. Not what he thought of
Spain or the Empire, but upon what Terms he himfelf would be content to
fee the Peace made, and to tall into a Concert with Your Majefty for efFefting

it ; which I knew You would exped fome Knowledge of by this Port. He
faid, at firft, It was a hard Queftion, and that he would think of it : But
when I prefs'd him hard, he fiid, at laft. He found the Spaniards fo difficult

upon Jtre and St. Omer, which he had firft thought of upon an Exchange,
thar, for his part, he would be content with the quitting of Burgundy, if the
French would give Two Towns more in Flanders, than thofeFour Your Majefty
propofed ; that is, T'ournay and Doway •, becaufe, he believed, France would
make more Difficulty of Lifle. And fince Your Majefty firft made Your
Scheme, the Szvedes had loft fo much, that this, he thought, might very well

be given in their Confideration. After much Reply and Argument, all I could
clear by this Difcourfe, confifted in thefe Two Points : That the Prince does

not think fit the Peace fliould be ftopp'd by Pretences of the Princes of the
Empire, to retain their prefent Conquefts upon Sweden; and that he will be
content to yield the Point of Burgundy, if the Reftitution of Places in Flanders

may be enlarged as an Equivalent to it > and for the reft, the Terras of Jix
la Cbapelle: So that between Your Majefty's Thoughts, and thofeof his High-
nefs, there will be the Difference only of a Town or two, more or lefs : By
which Your Majefty will be able to judge in what Compafs this Matter will

turn, when it comes to a Treaty.

I am fenfible of having given Your Majefty too many and too long Troubles
of this kind, and will not therefore lengthen this beyond the Profeflions ot

that conftant and fincere Devotion, wherewith I am, and ftiall ever be,

SIR,

Tour Majefifi tnoji Loyal,

and mofi Oiedient

Subject and Servant,

To Sir John Temple.

Hague, Deceinber 12. N. S. 167f.
SIR,
Have feldom troubled You fince my laft Return out of England, leaving it

to my Sitler to entertain You with any thing that is Domeftick, and to the
Paper that is ufually fent You, to inform You of common Occurrences : And
little of Negotiation having lately pafled here, farther than the formal Pro-
grefs of the King's Mediation, in propofing, and, at length, fixing the Place
of Treaty to be at Nimeguen, which You defire to know the Reafons of.

I propofed this Town to the King, and his Majefty to the Parties, not as a
Matter of Choice, but almoft of Neceflity ; for the Emperor would not fend
his Ambaffadors to any in the French Territories or Cpnquefts j and the French
Vol. II. U u would

I
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would not lend theirs to any in the Jurifdiftion of the Confederates} fo that we
fell at firll here nito the Thoughts oi Bazil or Ilan:b;iigb^ but many Inconveni-

ences were found in both > and France^ upon the Hopes of falling into particular

Mcafures or Treaties with fome of the Confederates, was content this lali Year

with any Difficulties that might keep off a general Congrefs, which was likely

to unite their Intereils rather than fcparate them. And the Confederates, on
the other fide, upon the Confidence of their great Numbers and Forces, had

n mind to fee the Events of the Two lad Campaigns, before they fell into

any ferious Thoughts of either Peace or Treaty : And fo his Majcily's Offers

of Mediation have continued now a Year and a half without any Effect, far-

ther, than being at lengtli accepted by all the Parties.

The ill Succefs of the French Arms in the unvaluable Lofs of Monficur 7a-

renm •, the Defeat of Monlieur Cjequi , the Taking of Trccw, and the ill Con-
dition of the S-Jocdijl] Affairs > but moll; of all, the ilanch Refolutions of the

Confederates to avoid all feparate Treaties} have, 1 liippofe, inclin'd France

to fet on foot the general one, by the Offer they made of fending their Am-
baffadors to any Town in Four of the Provinces belonging to the States } which
gave fome Eafe in that firll Pace, of propofing a Place for the Congrefs, which
might be generally accepted.

Yet the Confederates were not without their Difficulties upon this Point.

They fufpefted the Intentions of the French in this Overture it felf, as a piece

of Compliment and Cajolery to this State} whofe Difpofitions towards the

Peace they knew to be different from thole of all the other Confederates

:

They apprehended very real Effefts upon the Iffue of it, by the Praftices that

might be carry'd on in thefe Provinces by the French Ambaffadors and their

Inltruments, in fuch a Concourfe of Strangers as a general Treaty was like to

draw into them. Upon this Ground the Imperial and Spaniflo have violently

cppofed the accepting this Offer from France^ and would have drawn the

Treaty to Frankfort^ Cologn^ Bafil, or Flamburgh^ rather than into any of thefe

Provinces.

The Prince of Orange himfelf, and the Penfioner here, with others of the

States, had fo muc'h of Jealoufy in the Matter, that they would rather have

chofen the Treaty in another Country, and would by no means hear of either

Utrecht or Breda^ in regard of their X^icinity to the Heart of this Province,

Avhere the Pulfe beats higher towards a Peace, upon the Intereils of Trade,
than in any of the rell. But all of them were fenlible, that it would not be
borne by the People here, to refufe this Offer of France^ and thereby rejeft

the Treaty on this fide, which feemed by it to have been fo much advanced
on the other.

From thefe Reafons, we fell into the Thoughts of fome Town in Geldcrland^

and the moft remote from hence, as the ealieft to be accepted by the Confe-
derate MinilkrS} which fixed the Propofition at length upon Nmeguen:
Though, indeed, the very Situation of it, as a Center between Spain and
Sweden^ the Eaftern Parts ot the Empire and England (which are all to have
Parts in the Treaty) made an Appearance of fome Convenience, as well as

Neceffity in the Choice.

You will have known from England fooner than from hence, That I am de-

ligned by the King for one of his Ambaffadors in this Mediation ; And I begin

accordingly to turn my Thoughts and Affairs towards that Remove} which,

as to the Air, being much drier than this, I do notdiflike. As to the Bufiriefs,

I expe6t an Increafe of Trouble and Expence, as well as Honour. 1 remove
my whole Family, put off my Houfe here, and have fixed alieudy upon one
at Nimcgiicn: for which, with Stables and Out-houfes neceffaiy to it, I am
like to pay a Thoufand Pounds a Year} which is but a Part of thofe Exactions
Jike to be praftifcd there upon this Occafion, and which cannot be remedy'd
by this State } where the Magillrates of each Town have a Jurifdiftion uncon-
troulable by the States themlelves, either Gcnend, or Provincial, and are like

ithemfelves at Nimeguen, to give us no Remedy in this Affair, which they are

all concerned in.

What
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What Profpeft there is of a Peace like to refult from this Congrefs, upon
what Terms, or what Time, is very difficult to tell you, the Delays of it muft
be fuch as the Parties plcafe, it being in the power of either to raile them upon
the formal or fubllantial Parts of the Negotiation. The Conditions to be firft

propofed, will be diltant enough, becaulc they arc like to come from all the
feveral Parties j tho' feme of them would be glad his Majefty, as Mediator
would draw the firft Scheme, according to what he fhall efteem mod juft ahd
agreeable to the common Interefts of Cbriflendom : And they doubt not, but
whatever Peace his Majefty ihould propofe, he may do it in fuch manner, as
to make it eafily accepted by all Parties, and take upon him to be the Arbiter
as well as Mediator in this great Affair. But, for ought I fee, our Councils
are fixed to adl no fuch Part ; fo as the Mediation will not at all lead, but fol-
low the Diipolitions of the Parties, as thefe, I fuppofe, will do the Events
of the War, fince no Sufpenfion of Arms is like to be agreed durint^ the
Treaty.

The prefent Difooficions^ I think, are thefe : Prance will pretend to all

their Conquelb, both of the laft War and this j but would, at prefent, be
content, 1 believe, to pare with a Town or two in Flanders^ fo as they may
keep Burgundy ; and will make no Difficulty to leave the Empire and this

State as they were when the War began (after all this Expence of Blood and
Treafure). SpMH feeing fo many Confederates united in their Quarrel, and
engaged to make no Peace without their Confent, reckons upon no lefs than
the Pyrenean Treaty, and vrould keep off" this, till fome SuccefTes of the Con-
federates Arms may make way for inch Conditions. The Emperor finding
this War has almofl; united the Empire in the Interefts of the Houfc of Au-
ftrh^ and drawing Money from thefe States, as well as from Spaln^ is very un-
willing to lol'e the Conjunfture, and therefore would be glad to have the War
go on} and fo will not only infill upon the Reftitution oi Lorrain and Philips-

burgh^ but Reparation of Damages to the Princes of the Rhine. Thefe States
ask nothing for thcmfelves, but the Reftitution of Majlricbt, and of Com-
merce as It was before the War; but think it necefTary, for their own Safety
that a good Frontier be left the Spaniards in Flanders, and fo will endeavour
to have Five or Six good Towns reftored there, in Exchange for Bur'^undy^
which they are lefs concerned in. But all the Allies agree in repofTeiling the
Duke of Lorrain; which is a Matter that France ismoft referved in, as having
no Pretence, either of Right or Conqueft, there; and yet, juftly efteeming
it a Matter of more Importance to them, than all the reft j confidering not
only the Force and Riches of that Province, but the Situation of it, and the
abfolute Engagements of the prefent Duke to the Interefts and Perfon of the
Emperor. If thefe Points could be agreed, nothing that concerns the new
Quarrels in the Norths would, I believe, hinder the Peace: But upon the
prefent State of the War and the Mediation, I do not fee any fudden Ilfue
very likely by a Treaty : And how the Events of another Campaign may raife

the Hopes or Fears, and thereby change the Interefts and Pretenfions of the
feveral Parties, no Man can conjeaure. In the mean Time, I would not leave
this Place, nor end the Year, without giving You this general SchemCj by
which You may the eafier judge of the Motions You ftiall hear of in theCourfe
of the Treaty or the War, fince You are pleafed to fay, it will be a Satis-
faftion to You. I know it will be fo, to hear we are all well at prefenc here.
My Wife intends to make a Step into England about the Time I ftiall go to
Nimeguen^ but to return to me there within a Month or two. My Son, i hope,
entertains You often from London, as my Sifter does from hence, which allows
me to trouble You lefs.

/ am ever. Sir,

Tour mojl Obedient Son^

and moji Humhk Servant.

Vol. II. \J u z To
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To Mr. Sidney.

Haguef December i^. N. S. i6jf.

TH O' I did not like the Date of your laft Letter, yet I did all the reft very

well. I thought Lyons a little too f;ir off for one I wifh always in my
Reach: But when I rcmcmbred, it was a Place of fo great Trade, and where
you told me yours had been very good in former Times, I was contented, to

think you fpent your Time to your own Advantage and Sarisfaftion, tho*

not to your Friends, by keeping at fuch a Diftance. I was very well plcafed

t'other Day with a Vifit made me by Captain Freficim, who was much in your

Praifes ; but I did not like, that he fhould make you kinder to him than to

me : Yet I think he deferves it of you, if all be true that he tells j for he pre-

tends to think you, le plus hel homme, i3 Is plus honnete bomme^ and I know
not what more, that never came into my Head, as you know very well.

However, I was mighty glad to hear him Hiy, you had the beft Health that

could be, and that you looked as if you would keep it, if you did not grow
too kind to the Place and Company you lived in, or they to you. Yet, after

what you tell me of the French Air and Bourbon Waters, I am much apter to

wifli my felf there, than you in thefe Parts of the World} and though I hear

News every Day from all fides, yet I have not heard any fo good, fince I came
upon this Scene, as what you fend me, of the Efttfts I am like to feel by the

Change whenever I come upon that where you are: They will be greater and
better than any I expe<5t by being the bufy Man, tho' je pourrois bien faire mcr-

'veiUeSy with the Company I am joined to, and no body knows to what Sir Ellis

may raife another Ambaflador, that has already raifed one from the Dead.
Thev begin to talk now of our going to Nimeguen^ as if it were nearer than i

thought it a Month ago: When we are there, it will be Time enough to tell

you what I think of our coming away. Hitherto, I can only fay, there aie

fo many Splinters in the broken Bone, that the Patient muft be very good, as

well as the Surgeon, if it be a fudden Cure. And though I believe both where

you and I are, the Difpofitions towards it are very well, yet 1 doubt of thofc

who are farther off on both fides of us. For ought any Body knows, this

great Dance may end as others ufe to do, every Man coming to the Place

where they begun, or near it : Only, againil all Reafon and Cuftom, I doubt

the poor Swede, that never led the Dance, is likelicft to pay the Fidlers. I

hope you know what pafles at Homej at lealt, 'tis pity you iTiould not: Bur
if you don't, you fhall not for me at this Dillancej and fince you talk of re-

turning, the Matter is not great. In the mean Time, pray let me know your
Motions and your Health, fince the Want of your Cypher keeps me from

other Things you fay you have a mind to tell me. I hear nothing of the

Letter you mention to have lent me by fo good a Hand; fo that all I can fay-

to that is, that by whatfoever it comes, any will be welcome that comes from

yours i becaufe no body loves you better than I, nor can be more than

I am.

T»
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Hague, January J. N.S. 1676.

I
Spared you the Trouble of a Difpatch by the laft Poft, which was made
nccdlefs by one I received from Sir Lyoncll Jenkins, with the Account of

his Arrival here. You will have by this Ordinary another from him, with the
Particulars of his Reception and Diicourfes with the Prince j as likewife one
from us both, with the Account of our Rcfolutions how to difpofe of our
felves, in order to our bell Compliance with thofe Ends of our prefcnt Em-
baf]y, which we conceive his Majelly has propofcd to Himfelf, and fignified

to us by our Inftruftions. I fhall refer you more particularly to thofe Dif-
patches, and tie up this to what is necelTary in Anfwer to yours of the 21ft

paft, which laft Pacquct brought to my Hands.
I have riot yet been able to bring the Slates to any Refolution concerning

the fending away PafTports for S-ioeckn before the Arrival of theirs here; the
Conferences thfia have defired upon that Subject, having been hitherto
excufed by the if/mperor's Minifter here, upon other Pretences. But the
Prince told me Yeiterday, that the true Reaibn was. That neither that

Minifter, nor any others of the Confederates here, were willing to do any
thing in it, without Monfieur de Lyra, who is not yet returned from Bruf-
fels, though he has been for fcveral Days expefted. He has written to the
Prince, that he had the Spanifl) Paflports for the French Plenipotentiaries, and
would put them into my Hands upon his Arrival here, which made me very
glad to be, by Advance, poireflcd of thofe from France for the Spanifi. And
immediately upon Receipt of thofe from Monfieur de Lyra (which, I hope,
may be to Day or to Morrow, the Wind being now fair from Antwerp) I will

fend both thofe and the Dutch by a Trumpet to the Governor of Charleroy, ac-
cording to your Orders.

I fend you one inclofed, from the States to the Bifhop of Strasburg, fince,

as you obferve, there is none expe6tcd from him, either to them, or any of
their Allies. I hope you endeavour the procuring Paftes from France, to be
likewife difpatched for the Minifters of the feveral Allies mentioned in the
States Refolution; and find, it will be expefted, that among them fliould be
three for the States AmbalTadors, though the Congrefs be in their own Coun-
try ; fince, as Monfieur Bcvcrn'mg fays, they may have Occafion of moving
iometimes themfelves, and often of difpatching Couriers, either into the Spa-

jiifi Netherlands, or into Germany, where they go in Danger of the French.

For thefe Reafons, I fuppofe, it will likewife be neceflary to procure PafT-

ports for his Majcfty's Ambafladors there. All which, I hope, will be tranf-

mitted by the French Plenipotentiaries, if they are fo forward on their Way as

\ve hear.

Yefterday I fliewed the Prince and the Lorrain Envoy the French Paflports I

received for the Minifter of that Duke. Upon which Subject, befides the
Difcourfes that pals'd Yefterday, of which you will receive an Account in a

Journal from Sir Lyonell Jenkins, I received this Day the inclofed Letter from
Monfieur Serinchamps, and I doubt the Matter will find Difficulty on the Con-
federate fide, if it prove to have been a Thing refolved on by the French, and
not done by Chance. I mean, the Stile given the Duke of Lorrain. As to

the other OmilTions of the faid Paflports, I think there will be likewife a Ne-
ceffity of amending them ; fince I find them not only in the Lorrain, but in

the Spanijl) Paflports likewife; though having not fhew'd them yet to any
Spanipi Minifter, I fiiall leave him to make his own Exceptions : But I tell

you of them before-hand, becaufe they are fo obvious, that no Man can fail

of them ; and by knowing them early, you may poflibly fave Time, by pre-

paring the French Court to amend them. They are thefc Two : Firft That
they
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they reach only to the Perfons of the Plenipotentiaries, and thofe of their

Train, without comprehending their Baggage, Horfes, Papers, or any fuch

Words: Whereas you know very well what happened lately to the Cardinal

of Baden, by fuch a Paffport. And, in the next Place, there is no Power
given of difpatching Couriers from the faid Ambaffadors with their Paflports,

without which no Negotiations can be carry'd on. Upon the Araendmenc
you defircd in both thefe Points to the PalFes of the States, though the Dt fefts

were but one Word too much, and another too little, I not only procured

them, but likcwife defircd that the fame Form might be ufed by all the Con-
federates, which I was aHlired ofj and to that End, Copies have been fent

them : And there is no Qucllion but they will inliil to have them granted as

full from France, as they have yielded thcmfelves. That you may obferve

the Dillancc, I inclofe a Copy of one of the French Paflports, which you may
pleafe to compare with that of the States to the Bifliop of Strasbtirg, which
runs in the fame Form with all the reft.

As to the Neutral Country, his Majcfty apprehends the fame Difficulties

that I did in obtaining it from France^ fo far as he has propofed it here. I

confefs, I thought when you gave me Order to make Inllances for it to the

States, fo as to comprehend Afsnrs, you had taken your Meafures by Mon-
licur Ruvigni^ and found by him that his Mailer would be co'^tent to make the

Prince of Orange fuch a Compliment, as reached no farthei Pihan a little Con-
tribution. The Matter had not been great, if it had not been propofed here

from his Majcfty > but fmce it has, I hope they will not rcfufe it in France^

fincc it is of fomc Confequence as to the Force of his Mediation, when he is

firft refufed by any of the Parties, in what he thinks fit to propofe, which he

has been yet by none. In Cafe, however, this ftiould not fucceed to the

Prince of Orange's Satisfiiftion, I think the leaft Bounds his Majefty can pre-

fcribe for the Neutral Country that way, will be the Fojfa Mariana^ which
runs from River to River-, and the rather, becaufe the Inclufion o( Cleve and
the Villages near it, will not be only necelTary for the Convenience of the

Congrefs, but for the Refidence of fuch Perfons as are expefted to come from

Rome: And befides, there will be no Certainty in any other Bounds that can

be given by the Denominations of Towns. And without fome fuch Line as

the Channel I mention, both Parties will be out upon Prey, and truft to dif-

puting after, whether the Place where they made it was in the Neutral Coun-
try or no.

I hear Don Emanuel ck Lyra is like to be, at laft, one of the Plenipotenti-

aries, and come in as fubflituted by the Duke de Villa Hermofa, who fhall be
named firft in the Commiflion. I think it will be neceflary the Spaniards

ftiould be minded to avoid a Difficulty which may arife, in cafe he receive

not a CommilTion like the others, from the King of Spain^ but only from the

Governor oi' Flanders ; in which Cafe he will not be treated as an Ambaflador,

whatever he may pretend: As, I remember, Monfieur de Bcrgeyck did, in the

very fame Cale, at Jix la Chapelle. I am,

SIR,

Tour mofi Faithful,

Humhk Ser'vant.

To
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Horgue^ January 7, A'. S. i6j6.
S I R,

HAving confidcred together, as well as we could, his Majefty's Inftru6ti-

ons, and his Intentions in this EmbafTy -, and hearing that the French Ple-

nipotentiaries are already on their Way, and will be at Maftrkht on the loth

of this Month : And finding that the Plenipotentiaries of thib* State are here

upon the Place, watching our Motion, their Baggage being already laden in

a By-lander in this Canal ; we have concluded together. That there is no other

Way of complying with the Scope and Defign which his Majelly feems to

have propofed to himfelf in this Affair, but by applying our felves feparate-

ly, at prefent, to the two feveral Points, which feem to us to be intended by
them. And therefore, that all Parties concerned in the War may take no-

tice of his Majefty's great Diligence, in fending his Arabafladors to the Place

of Congrefs, and of fome of them being aftually arrived there, whereby the

feveral Parties may be invited to the fpeedier Dilpatch of theirs: Andlikewife
that an Ambaflador may not be wanting upon the Place, to receive and com-
pliment the firft Minillers that arrive there, from any of the Parties : We
have jointly refolved. That I Sir Lyonell Jenkins fhall fet out towards Nimeguen
To-morrow, for the Accomplifhment of the abovefaid Ends. And whereas

by an Article in our Infl:ru£tions, we are commanded before we leave the

Hague^ to fee the Bufinefs of the Paflports, and the Declaration of the Neu-
ter Country, put into fuch a Way of Difpatch, as that the Bufinefs of the

Afiembly may not be retarded, by any Thing wanting on the Part of the States

and their Allies. Whereas an Obftruftion, by Reafon of the Abfence of Don
Emanuel de Lyra^ hath been lately made in the Refolutions of the States, and
their Confederates, concerning both thefe Points : And that a new Incident

(and, as we fear, of fome Confequence) hath Yefterday difcover'd it felf in

the Bufinefs of the Paflports, by the Obfervation firft of the Prince of Orange^

and inore fharply of the Lorrain Envoy, upon the Defefts of the French

Paflports to that Prince. We have likewife jointly refolved. That I Sir IVil-

Ham Temple^ fiiall ftay fome Days longer at the Hague^ to purfue and folicite

thefe two Affairs, of the Paflports, and the Neuter Country, to a full and fpeedy
Iflue. We have likewife jointly refolved, in order to make our publick Let-
ters of lefs Trouble to his Majefty by their Length, to tranfmit from Time
to Time, by Way of Journal (fuch as for an Eflay goes here inclofed) all the

Pafl'ages and Matters of Fa6t that occur to us, as relating, in any wife, to this

Negotiation of the Peace. We are,

S I R^

Tour mofi Faithful

Humble Servant^

W. Temple, L. Jenkifls-

Tg the Bijhop of Winchefter.

Hague, January 8. N. S, 16j6.
My Lordf

Have the Honour of a Letter from Your Lordfhip, by Mr. Morlej^ and
fhall be extreme glad to deferve it, by the good Fortune of ferving him

in the Way You defire, and he propofes to himklf. By what Your Lordfhip
writes.
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wiites, his Pretenfions are fo fmall, that he might juflly have claimed them,
without the Advantage of belonging to Your Lordihip, or of a Recommen-
dation that will always have fo much Power with me, in much greater Mat-
ters. The Circumilance of being fo particularly under the Eye of my Lord
Ambaflador Jenkins^ will, I doubt not, keep him fafe from any of thofe Dan-
gers abroad, in Point of his Morals, which You fay he cfcapcd at home, and
from which no Place is free. But as far as my Obfervation of him may be ne-
cefTary, he fhall not fail of it, with the Concernment and Care that are due
from me to Your Lordihip's Commands > in which 1 fhall not yield to any of
my Collegues, how great foever their Pretenfions may be to Your Lordfliip's

FriendlTiip, or their Emulation upon any fuch Occafion of Your Service. I

was extreme glad to receive the Knowledge of Your Lordfliip's good Health,
and with it a Teftimony of Your Favour and Remembrance, which I can pre-
tend no otherways to deferve, than by the Refolutions I have fo long taken,

and conftantly obferved, of being always, with great Paflion and Truth,

My Lord,

I'our Lordjhip's moft Faithful,

and mofi Humble Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, January 14. N.S. i6j6.

SIR,

BY the laft Pacquet I received together, both Yours of the Z4th and 2?th,

with his Majefty's Refolution, that we fhall expeft the firft Vifit be

made us as Mediators, by all the Minifters of what Gharafter foever, arriving

even after us, at the Place of Congrefs. And with this Order I received the

Ground of it, which was the Inftruftion given upon this Point to his Majefty's

Ambafladors at Cologn, and their Practice in Purfuit thereof. His Majefty's

Commands fhall in this, as all other Matters be obeyed : But I had not heard

any Thing of this from Sir Lyonell Jenkins, before he parted hence j though

we had often difcourfed upon the Conception we both had, of ufing the con-

trary Form to all Ambafladors that arrived after us. And upon Difcourfe with

the Prince, fince I received this Inftruftion, he faid, The Precedent of what
was done at Cologn, ought certainly to guide us j but that he thought it had

pafTed otherwife with their Ambafladors. This Evening Monfieur Beverning,

and Monfieur Haren, came to me, to let me know. That having acquainted

the States with their being both ready to begin their Journey, upon the firft

Commands, they had received Orders to attend me, and entirely follow what

I {hould advife them in that Point > and in all Matters of Ceremony, when they

came upon the Place, to conform themfelves wholly to what we expe<5ted

from them. And they were farther ordered to acquaint me. That after our

Arrival there, the States would look upon the Town of Nimeguen as a Neu-

tral Place, where all Matters fhould be carried by the Burgomafter's Com-
mand there, according to the Orders they fhould receive from the Mediators,

both as to their own Receptions, or that of any other Ambafladors.

I anfwered to the feveral Points, after Acknowledgment of the States Ci-

vility in tlieir Refolutions-, Firft, Since an Ambaflador of his Majcfty was al-

ready upon his Way thither, I thought it would be beft for them to begin their

Journey likewife, as foon as they could, both in Refpeft to his Majefty, and

likewife to give the more and earlier Appearance to the World, of the Con-

grefs beginning to be formed : And hereupon they aflurcd me, they would

part in two or three Days.
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To the Second, I told them, That his Majefty expected the icveral Am-
bafladors, though arriving lalt upon the Place, Ihould give the firll Viilt to
us as Mediators i fince the fame was done to the Sii-edes at Cologn^ by his Ma-
jefty's AmbafTadors. To this they anfwered. There would be no Difficulty
on their Parts, but they doubted there might be fome irom the other Ambaira-
dorsj fince they had taken it for granted at Cologn, that the Mediators had Itill

vifited thofe who arrived after them : And whatever might have been done
there by his Majefty's Ambafladors, they were fure the contrary had been done
to them (the States Ambafladors) who had lefs Rcafon to expeft it : And
that arriving lall both at Aix, and after at Cologn^ the SivediJJ} Ambafllidors
made them the firft Vifit in both Places, after Notice fent of their Arrival.
And they defired me to give You this Information, not in Regard of any Con-
cernment they could have in it, who were refolved to give us the firlt Vifir,

tho' they Ihould laft arrive ; but to the End You Hiould confider, what Mea-
furcs would belt prevent Contefts, or Difficulties of Meetings, in cafe any
other of the Ambalfadors fhould refufe it} fince there may be Difference be-
tween what is voluntarily given by each Party, and what is challenged by the
Mediators, and infilled upon in cafe any of the Parties difpute it. I told

them, I Ihould let You know what they faid upon this Point} but mull follow
my Orders, in cafe we received no new ones therein.

To the Third, Of the Magiflrates and Officers being to receive our Orders
as to Matters of Receptions, 1 told them. His Majelly had commanded us to
admit of none, but to enter the Town with our Trairis, and nothing more >

and in all Points, to introduce, as far as we were able, the Form of living

hke private Perfons among all the feveral Minifters, during the whole Courfc
of the Affembl, . But fince we refufed any publick Honour or Reception, we
did not thmk it reafonable any other Ihould have it. They replied. All the
Difficulties- would be, in cafe the others defired it, which we did not j and
that might poffibly happen from the Emperor's Ambafladors : And Monfieur
Beverning faid particularly, He did expedt it from Monfieur Colbert, by what
he had done ot that kind at Jix la ChapeUe in the Treaty of 1668. But if any
of them fhould demand it at Nimeguen^ they would anfwer. That Addrels
muil be made to the Mediators in it, whofe Orders were wholly to be obey'd.

I anfwer'd. Whenever that was done, we would acquit our felves the bell we
could, and the neareft to what we conceive was his Majefty's Intention.

Upon the News of the French lenipotentiaries being upon the Way, and
flaying at Chjtrleville for their Paflports from Flanders and this State, tho' Dort
Emanuel de Lyra was not arrived with thofe from Brujfeh, which, I hear, he is

pofiTefs'd of, with Orders to put them into my Hands } yet I had a mind to

fend away thofe of the States : But knowing it would be of no ufe, unlefs it

were done with the States Confents, on Sunday lall, meeting the Penfioner
with the Prince, I asked his Highnefs, Whether he were content I fhould
fend them away? and the Penfioner, Whether he thought the States would
likewife confent ? Both of them told me, As to their Opinions, they werej,

1 hat the States PafTports fhould not be fent, till I had received the French

Paflports for their Ambafllidors, and for the Minifters of all their Allies men-
tioned in that Refolution given me upon this Subjed (and which I tranfmitted

to You) and this in the fame Form, or as full as thofe they had agreed upon
according to our Amendments. They faid further. That their PalTports could

be of no ufe, till thofe of Spain were likewife fent (through whofe Countries

they firft muft pafs) and, they were fure, thofe would not be delivered by
the Spanijh Minifters, without receiving thofe from France at the fame Time,
and in the fame Form. But after all our Difcourfe, they both faid. They could

tell me but their own Opmions, and that the State muft be confulted upon
it.

Yefterday the Prince dining with me, told me. The States had been of the

fame Mind } and that I fhould receive their Reiolution upon it before this

Pacquet went : but it is not yet come, tho' I am now within Half an Hour of
its ufual Time of clofing, having been unexpectedly detained by a long Vifit

V o L. II. X X from
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from the Two Dutch AmbafTadors > which makes me beg of You, to let one

of Your Clerks return me a Copy of this Lc tcr.

I have not heard one Word from Sir L)onell Jenkins^ fince he parted from

hence on 'Thurfday Night-, and doubt very much the Del.iys of the Pjfiagc he

would needs choofe by Water in a Yacht of the States, to avoid the ill Way be-

tween Utrecht and Aearnhem by the Breaches of Digues } the vVinds having

changed the very Day after he parted, and continued fo contrary ever ilace,

that 1 cannot imagine how he will get up the River. I am,

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague, January 17. N.S. i575.

My Lord,

IReceiv'd the Honour of a Letter from Your Lor.^fhip the beginning of this

Week by Mr. JViddrington, who fhall not fail of an/ Services I can do him

here, as I have already aflured him, and defired him to let tue know all C>c-

cafions wherein he thinks he can make ufe of me. I had the Opportunity of

brmging him to his Highnefs, who dined that Day with me j and to give him

the better Entrance, I fhewed the Prince Your Lordfhip's Letter. He read

it, and fmiled at the latter part of it j but when he had done, he came to

mc, and defired me to remember his Service to You, and alfure You, how
much he valued Your Recommendation} and that Mr. WMrington ihould

find it by all the Encouragement he could give him. After a little Stop, he

faid} And for the latter part of his Letter, pray tell him, They are very

much miftaken; and then paufing a little, as if he were concerned at itj he

faid, God ! I never faid any thing to Sylvius, tnati was not content my Coach-

man ftiould know. I laughed, and asked him, And would You have me tell

my Lord Treafurer fo too? He turned about, and faid refolutely. Yes, do. I

enter'd no farther into this Matter, nor fliould have faid this, but that the

Prince bid mc } and feemed concerned, that what Your Lordfhip writ upon
that Subjed ihould be believed there. The Ufe I made of it was a little more

impo-tant ; which was, To go fince to the Prince, and tell him. That being

now upon my Journey to Nmiegtien, and having been here a Year and half, his

Majefty would have Reafon to think he hau been very ill fervcd, if in all this

Time, I were n^t able to give him a right and full Account of his Hignefs's

Intentions in what his Majeily concerned himfelfj but that the King Ihould

be ftill in pain to know them, and carting about by what Hand to find them

out. The Prince faid. He could not fay more to me, than he had faid to me
already, and written to the King upon all Occafions} and. That he could

not tell what more we would know of him, nor why Sir Gabriel Syhius was

fent over, when the Compliment might either have been fpared, or made by

Mr. Skelton as he pafled by. However, I endeavoured to draw what new

Light I could from his Highnefs , and comparing all he had faid, with all that

I had gathered from the Current of his former Difcourfes to me, upon any

Points wherein I thought his Majefty was concerned to know the Bottom of

all he means, I thought fit to fet it down in Writing} and that I might know
whether I had in ever, thing rightly apprehended him or no, I fliewed it him,

and fend Your Lordihip the Paper inclofed, and what his Highnefs faid to me
upon reading of it.

Idc-
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I defire Your Lordfhip will pleafe to- fhew it to his Majcfty, with this Ac-
count of theOccafion of it, which was given me by Your Lordfliip : And, fdr

my own part, I believe, This is what his Majcfty mull; tiuft to, as to the

Prince's Intentions, and that no Talk or Reafoning will alter them, nor any
thing elfe befides fome new and great Accidents or Changes in the Affairs of the
Parties now in War.
However, this need not difcourage his Majefty from endeavouring to know

more from his Highnefs by any other Handj though he fiiid lately to me,
upon fome of thefe Dilcourfes, That whenever he could fay any thing where-
with he thought his Majefty would be more pleafed, he would be fure to do
it by me. For the Truth of all this, if his Majefty defires to be hirther fatis-

fy'd in it, I am very well content he fhould fend this Letter and the incloled

Paper to the Prince, which will be the infallible way of knowing it, and
without engaging me farther in the Ill-will or Expoftulation of Sir Gabriel Syl-

vius, or his Patrons j though their Meaning to me, in the Way theydefigned
his coming over hither, and endeavoured it for three Months together, has

been but too well difcovered to me, as it has been, I am fure, very little de-

ferved. He is not yet come, tho' I have expefted him every Day this Fort-
night paftj and refolve upon his Arrival, to carry my fclf to him in all Points

as becomes me, to a Perfon fent by his Majefty hither, and give him any Af-

fiftances he defires me.
There is a Point of Inftruftion I received laft; Poft from Mr. Secretary J^Fil-

liamfon^ which I would likewife be glad his Majefty would pleafe once more to

refle£t upon, as a thing that may poilibly bring an ill Incident upon the Courfe
of the Treaty. It is. That his Majefty 's AmbaOlidors fhould expedt the firft

Vifit from all others, even that arrive after them at the Place of Congrefs:

And this is grounded upon an Inftruftion to thofe at Cologn^ to give it, in the

fame Cafe, to the Swedes^ as then Mediators, and upon their having a£i:ually

done fo. Now the Dutch Ambafladors, on the contrary, arriving after the

Swedes at Cologn^ receiv'd, without any Difficulty, the firft Vifit from them,
and thought all others had done fo too : And it appears by our Ambafllidors

Journal, That tho' they did it, yet the S-ivediJl} Ambaftadors intended it firfl;

to them, and had accordingly fent a Gentleman to ask an Hour of them.
Now there is a great deal of Difference between what is voluntarily given,

and what is of due demanded. And though the Dutch Ambaffadors are refol-

ved to do it, yet if thofe of the Emperor, or the other greater Crowns, fhould

make a Difficulty, as I forefee they may, the Congrels might be accroche de

Ceremonies between the Parties and Mediators, whole Bufineis it is to prevent

or compofe them between the Parties thcmfelves. Befides, this State has re-

folved to look upon Nimeguen^ not only as a Neutral Town during the Trea-

ty, but, in a manner, to put it into the Hands of the Mediators, by ordering

both the Commander and Magiftrates to take Orders from them upon all Emer-
gencies : So that it feems to belong to them, not only as Mediators, but
as Perfons at Home, to do the Honour of the Congrefs to thofe that arrive

after them.

It will be a troublefome thing, I doubt, to his Majefty, to give very par-

ticular Inftruftions upon every Point of Ceremony that may arife : And there-

fore, when he refolves upon this, I know not whether the eafieft will not be,

to fend us one general Inftruftion, commanding us to avoid all, as far as we
can, both between the Mediators and Parties, and between the Parties thcm-
felves J and when that cannot be, to leave it to us upon the Place, to aft in

point of Ceremony by Confent, as we judge beft for his Majefty's Honour,
his Ends in the Mediation, and the Praftice of other Princes, but particularly

that of the Treaty at Cologn ; of which Sir Lyonell Jenkins is fo well in-

formed.

I humbly beg Your Lordftiip's Pardon for fo long a Trouble, which
I fhould not have given You, had not I thought it neceftary for his Ma-
VoL. II. X X z jefty's
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jefty's Service: And you will forgive me the eaficr, bccaufe I am fo much
what I rtiall ever be,

My Lord,

Tour Lordjhip^s moft Faithful, 8cc.

The Paper Inclofed.

Hague, "January \-j.N.S. i6j6.

AS far as I can any way difcovcr of his Highnefs's Intentions, they are

thefe,

Firfi, As to his Majefty, to live always not only with the Duty and Rcfpect

that becomes him, but with all the Kindnefs, and neareft Conjunftion of In-

terefts that can be, while his Majelly pleales to continue the Defircs of it j

and that Affeftion which he has profcfs'd to him by fo many Letters, and fo

many feveral Hands, and now lately by Sir Lyondl Jenkins.

As to the Peace J the Prince fays to me upon all Occafions, That he, for his

own Part, would be very glad to make it upon any Terms his Majefty fhould

think fit ; if his Majefty can prevail with Spam to confent to it, which his

Highnefs doubts, he himfelf fhall not be able to doj and he finds this State

fo far obliged to that Crown, both by their Treaties, and for their AfTiftancc

in their late Extremities} that he does not fee how they can break from them,
or if they ftiould, who would afterwards truit them.

That the grcateft Teftimony his Majefty can give his Highnefs of his real

Kindnefs and Good- will to him, would be to bring him out of this War with
fome Safety to his Honour, and to his Country : And thereby to fhew the

World, that as none of his Majefty's Allies were nearer to him in Blood, nor
truer to him in AfFeftion j fo he confidcred none of their Interefts more than

his, in this prefent Quarrel.

That the beft Way to this, that his Highnefs can think of, in Rcfpe£t of
the Honour of France^ and his Majefty's particular Advantage, as well as the

Certainty of a fudden Peace, was that which had fome Time fince been men-
tioned to his Majefty, of effefting a Match between the King of Spain and
Madamolfclle, with the Conquefts fince 1666 for her Dowry ; and in this

Cafe, his Highnefs would undertake for fuch a Prefent, as the Penfioncr then
fpoke of to his Majefty, and doubted not to perfuade Spain to do as much.
But if this could not be, then he faw no Way left, but for his Majefty to dif-

pofe France to reftore thofe Towns in Flanders, which were neceffary to leave

the Spanip Netherlands in a Condition of Defence : Upon which, his High-
nefs and this State would ufe their utmoft Endeavours to incline Spain to a

Peace. And his Highnefs fays, upon all Occafions, that he is furc, his Ma-
jefty may do eithcr'of thefe, whenever he pleafes, and without any Difficulty

at all } and, he believes, without going againft any Interefts of his own, or his

Kingdoms.
That if neither of thefe can be compafs'd, and France refolve to have no

Peace, but upon the Foot of Affairs as they ftand at prefent; and his Majefty

will only confider their PofTeffion, and not the Juftice of it, or Intereft of

Chrificndom in it ; His Highnefs fays very plainly, that though he wi-lies his

Majefty all the Glory that can be, by the prefent Mediation j and this State

will contribute all they can towards it : Yet for his own part, he fees no Re-
medy but that they muft try the Fortune of another Campaign ; in which he
hopes fo to behave himfelf, as that his Majefty fhall not be afliamed of bimj,

nor at all leflen the Kindnefs or good Opinion, he has hitherto cxprefljed for-

him.

4 Having
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Havirvg read this Paper to bis Highncfs, and asked. Whether I had appre-

hended him right? He (aid, So right, that if you had been within him you
could not have done it better : And if I were the beft CathoUck in the World,
and you were my Confeflbr, I could Hxy no more to you.

I asked. But can you fay no more to any other Man ? His Highnefs anfwer-
ed, I would not fay fo much to any other, but can fay more to no Man.

To Sir Edward Dearing.

Hague, February i8. N. S. I6y6.
SIR,

I
Am to acknowledge two of Yours, one of the zfth pafl;, the other with-

out Date, from Your felf and the Company of Merchant-Adventurers.
As to the laft, I find by a Clanfc of it, or, at leaft, I conje6ture, that my
Letter to Sir Richard Ford upon that Subje£t, had been communicated to You j

in which cafe I can find little to add upon that Matter, unlefs it be the Aflli-

rance of my continuing my good Wifhes and Endeavours to the Service of the

Company, as far as I can any Way make ufe of his Majefty's Character or
Commands, or they can make ufe of me, or My fmall Credit here, upon
this Occafion. I follow the Method in it, which is judged by the Gentlemen
of the Company of Dort, moft advantageous to the Ends they propofe to

themfelves : So that if they want my Aflillance, where it can be of any Ufe
to them, it is their own Faults. The States of Holland have not, that I hear
of yet, given their Opinion, or Anfwer, upon the laft Papers offered by the
Secretary of the Company J and have promifed that nothing fhall be conclu-
ded, till I have nrft had a Conference with the States General upon it, which
will be the Time forme to fall in with any W^eight upon this Matter. There
is, I confefs, a Circumftance in the Conftitutionof this Government, very un-
lucky to the retrieving of an Affair that is once paft, as very favourable towards
preventing it before it be done ; which is, The neceffary Confent of fo many
Members in each Province, as well as in the State. I made ufe of this Cir-

cumftance to fence againft tkis Resolution of the States, for Three Years to-

gether, during my laft Ambaffagej and ftiould not have queftioned the fame
Succefs, if it had been kept off till my Return. But it was done in the little

Interval Sir Gabriel Sylvius was here, -before my laft Arrival : And what I

fhall be able to do towards the Recovery of it I cannot promifCj but fhall be
very glad to give You Effects inftead of Afflirances.

What I have faid here, anfwers likewife the firft Part of Your own Lettef.

For the reft of it, I am extremely obliged by Your Kindnefs, in giving me
Part of any Thing that touches Your own Particular j believing it to proceed
from Your Juftice in efteeming me (what I am very much) concerned in all

that does fo. I am very glad of Your cAming into the Commiflion of the
Cuftoms, becaule, I remember, it was a Thing You wiftied; otherwife I

fhould rather have defired to fee You called to his Majefty's Service, in ano-
ther Sort of Sphere, and in which his Choice is not fo large, as, I fuppofe, it

may be in this. In fuch a Cafe I ihould be glad to have ferved You; in this

I neither pretend to it, nor am very ambitious, of the Merit, which I eftecm
fo ill proportion'd to Yours. And therefore I ought, in true old Englijh

Phrafe, to give You Thanks for Your Thanks, as what is wholly ofYour Grace,
and does not at all belong to me.

I had a Lejter from You fome Time fince, upon Your coming to be Gover-
nor of the Company, and direfted my Anfwer to be left at Sir Robert South-
wclFs : I wrote to him fince about a Bufinefs of his own, or, at leaft, that he
had much concerned himfelf in, but have not heaid that either of them were

receiv'd|
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received, which I fhould be glad to know by a Line from him when he is at

Lcilurc. My Wife and Sifter are Your Humble Servants, and fo am I, with

%'ery much Affeftion and Truth.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague., January zi. N. S. \6j6.

SIR,

I
Am to acknowledge at the fame Time two of Yours, by Mr. Skeltoit, of

which one to my Iclf, and the other to Sir Lyonell Jenkins and me, with
Duplicates of Mr. Skclton's Difpatches ; and a third by the laft Packet of the

4th current. Upon the two firft, 1 fliall refer my felf to Mr. Skelton's Dif-

patches, which he faid he would make this Night, with an Account of all that

pufl'ed in his Audience from the Prince, and Conference with the Penfioner }

as likewife what ilrnll pafs this Evening, at a Conference we arc to have with
the States. I am forry to find he is not like to carry with him to Ficnnn the

joint Offices of the States; but hope his Majefty's will be of Force enough not
to need tliem. You know very well what Accounts 1 have ftill given You, of the

States Obllinacyupon this Subjcft, not to meddle in it, one Way or other, up-
on the Score of Prince William'% Carriage particularly to this State, which the

Penfioner to Day aggravated by many Circumftances ; and repeated it fev-eral

Times, that they could not be Advocates for him, without falling into lemepris

de tout le monde. Both the Prince and the Penfioner feemed amaz'd, at Mr. Skel-

ton's faying, that he believed his Majefty has been engaged in this Defiretothc
States, by Monfieur f^an Beuninghen's AiTarnnce of their Compliance with it;

and the Prince fays. It has been without any Orders ; but the Penfioner af-

firms. It has been abfolutely againlt his Orders, if he has done it. And, I

fear, You will have Reafon to judge from this Pace of his, and his violent pref-

fing Sir Lyonell Jenkins's hafty Difpatch, that You may very often take wrong
Mcafures from him there, if they agree not with what You receive from hence;
and thiit his natural Difpofitions enter much into the Motions he makes. Of
all which I gave You Advice, when I was in England, at large j as well as of
the true Realbns that will hinder his Mafters from taking fo far Notice of all

thcfe Paflages, as to think of recalling him. I have fince written fomething
of it likewife to Mr. Secretary Coventry, upon Occafions he gave me, by fome
Letters of his, to think this Matter was not well enough underftood, or taken
notice of there.

1 have little to fiy in Anfwer to Yours upon the Bufinefs of Paflports, the
great Default being yet in Your Hands, to fupply by new ones from France^

in Form, and for all the Allies. You will find by the inclofed Memorial of
Don Emanuel de Lyra, that the Paflports from Spain are arrived for France and
Svjeden ; and they will not fail for the Bifhop of Strasburg, I fuppofe, fince

this Morning the Emperor's Minifter fends me Word, that his Mafter has

accorded them for him, as well as for the other Two, and that he experts

them next Week. The States alfo let me know, That they have Aftlirance

of thofe from Liinenburgb, as well as Brandenhurgh, by the firft. But for

Denmark, they do not fpeak with fo mtich Confidence j their Minifters here

have been peremptory, not to have any fcnt into Sweden, till thofe from that

Crown are firft in my Hands > but for themfelves, they have fpoken fo am-
biguoufly of theirs, that the States have refolved to fend an Exprefs to Copen-

hagen, to procure the Expedition of them ; and to let them know. That if

they arc not difpatch'd hither within a certain Time, they (the States) will

fend theirs away for Sweden.
I have not yet feen Don Emanuel de Lyra, fince his Return from Brujfelsy

and fo cannot give You an Account of the Certainty of what is here reported

concern-
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concerning Don Juayi's being in the Head of Affairs in Spain. From France I
have never had more than one fhort Letter upon Lord Berkley's Arrival tho' I
have wnt feveral Times j (o that whether it arrives by Mifcarriages of Letters
(to which mine between Paris and this Place have been very much fiibita,
fince my Arrival here) or from my Lord Berkley's little Health, or great'Af-
fairs) I find I murt depend upon no Advices from France^ nor Motions in Or-
der to the Congrefs, but what muft be handed by You to me here : Which I

thought was ncceflary for you to know.

/ am ever,

S I Ry

Yeur mofi Faithful.,

Humble Servant.

P. S. Monfieur Bevermng, before he went out of Town, fent me the in-
clofed Copy of his Journal at Co/ogny concerning the Vifits of the Swedijh
Ambafiadors to them : Not that they are concerned, who refolvc to make the
firlt V^ifit, though arriving laft, but from an Apprehenfion that others may
make Difficulty of it.

To my Lord Treafurer,

Ha^ucy January 14. N. S. i6j6.

My Lord,

]N my laft, of this Day fe'nnight, I endeavoured to give Your Lordfhip
a full Account of the Prince oi Orange's Intentions} which his Majefty

was, it feems, ftill in pain to know. Since that Time Mr. Sktlton arriving

here, and telling me (as well as the Prince) feveral Things the King had faid

to him upon that Subject} has given me Occafion to add fomething upon it,

to the end his Majefty may in all Points know the very- Bottom of it, and take

his Mealures accordingly : For, as far as I underftand, all Matters are carried

on according to the Perfonal Difpofitions of the Men that are at the Head of
them } and the Prince is a Man as difficult as ever I knew, to be talk'd either

into or out of any Thing, wherein he thinks his Honour or Intereft con-

cerned.

Mr. Skelten told the Prince, That his Majefty knew very well there were
fome little People about his Highnefs, that endeavoured to perfuade him, the

King had not that Kindnefs for him he profefs'd} at leaft, not fo much as for

France: But I aflured him of the contrary } and that his Majefty would ihew it

by the Meafurcs he intended to take with him, after the Peace was made. Up-
on the firft Words the Prince anfwer'd, That he defired nothing in the World
more, than that the King would have the Kindnefs for him he profefs'd.

Mr. Skelton, I remember, made fome Refledions to me} and thought it found-

ed as if the Prince doubted it. And I remember Sir Lyonell Jenkim., upon his

feveral Difcourles with his Highnefs, faid. He doubted the Prince had fome-
thing lay at Heart. I will firft tell your Lordftiip, That now Maulin is no lon-

ger about the Prince, I do not lufpea: any others I fee near him, of the Defign to

fow ill Impreffions of his Majefty's Intentions} nor do I really think he has, any
farther than might be gathered from his Difcourfes in my laft Paper : That is.

He believes his Majefty will not, for his Sake, break any of the Meafures he
has of late Years taken with France. He thinks fome Partiality is ftiewed in

the Bu'lnefs of the Levies i and is troubled that his Majefty will not bring

him out of this War with fome Honour j which he believes may be done (as

be
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he often fays) with a Word fpcuking: And that as Affairs Hand in Cbrijicndo77}y

France cannot refufc any Thing his Majcily ihall dcfirc. And from tiicie Im-

prefTions he fays upon Ditcouric, that Effc&s only, and not any Words or Ex-
prcffions can remove him.

iVlr. Skelton told me (and, I fuppofe, the Prince too) that his Majefty would
undertake for any Conditions upon a Feace, that the l^rince fhould propofe of
Advantage to himfelf. I have often talked with his Highnefs upon that Sub-

jccVj and on Occafion of Monfieur Ruvigni's propofing his Mailer buying all

liis Lands in the County of Burgundy^ even at a Value imrcafonablc } I have

ever found him fo cold upon this Subjeft, that, in fliort, nothing will be faft-

ncd on him. And, I remember, at laft he told mc, That he knew to another

Man it would look like Affectation, and therefore he would not fay it j but to

me that knew him fo well, he would tell me very truly, that though he un-

derllood very well the Value of his Lands in Burgundy, yet upon the Peace,

he would be content to lofe them all, to get one good Town more for the Spa-

7iiards in Flanders.

Becaufe I mentioned in my laft Paper, an Offer that had been made his Ma-
jerty by the Penfioner, upon a Match between the King of Spain and Mada-
moifelle, with the French Conquelts for her Dowry > which was a Thing the

Prince's Head has run mightly upon, as in hisMajclfy's Power to bring about}

though I do not think it at all likely, or that the relloring even of the Swedes

to all they have loll, could either difpofe France to it, or engage his Majcfty

in an earned Purfuit of it. Yet becaufe I doubt your Loidfhip has not hcid
any Thing before of that Matter, when it went from hence in fome of my
Letters about a Year ago: I thought it was fit to explain to you fo far only as

to let you know, the Sum offered by the Penfioner to be paid privately upon
it into his Majefty's Treafu'e, was two hundred thoufand Pounds > and the

like Sum to be endeavoured by them from the Spaniards; which the Prince, as

I faid in my laft, told me he did not doubt of. This is the utmoft of what I

can fay upon this Subjeft, but I {hall be glad if any other Perfons can find out
more of the Prince's Intentions, or any Thing that his Majefty will be better

pleafed with. But, I doubt, they are thefe at prefent, and that they wi 1 not
change by other means than fome new Accidents or Revolutions in the farther

Courfe of i ime or War.
I ask your Lordlhip's Pardon for this farther Trouble, and iball not in-

creafe it beyond the Aflurances of my being ever,

My Lord,

Tour Lordjhip^s mojl Faithful

and mojl Humble Servant.

To my Lord Arlington.

Hague, January 14. N. S. 1676.

I
Was extremely forty to find by Yours of the 27th paft, fo ill an Account
of your Health of late, which I had heard nothing of before} but what

Monfieur Spanheim told me at his Return hither, of your being ill of the Gout,
without more Circumftances. But fuch an Attack as you fpeak of, deferves

more than ordinary of your own Philofophy, and your Friends Concernment}
among whom my Share, I am fure, does not fail you. I hope your Health
will change with the Seafon, and that the Spring will cure what, it iccms,
came upon you with the laft Fall, and has continued fo long.

I
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I fuppofe you had not feen Monfieur Van Beuninghen very lately before you
writ; or elfe you would have known more than you did of the Effefts my
Difcourfes had with the Penfioner, upon the Subjedt of the Packet-boats. For
though he does not ufe to fail in what he promifes, and fets down for the

Help of his Memory (both which he did upon this Occafion) yet I complained
to the Prince, after having received your laft, that nothing had been written

upon it to Monfieur Van Beuninghen^ though the Penfioner had promifed that

fhould be done. For he had feen Letters that Poit from Monfieur Fan Beti'

ninghen^ which acknowledged thofe he had received upon that Subject. So
that till I hear you find them ftiort of what they were intended for, I know
nothing more to be done on this Side, towards your Satisfaftion in that fmall

Affair.

I very well underftand the Bias You are pleafed to give to what I faid, of
your being like to be informed of all that paded here, when Sir Gabriel Syl-

I'ius arrives, by the Thanks you give me for that Aflurance: Though you
might, I think, have very lawfully turned it another way, upon the Notice I

gave you, at the fame Time, of my leaving this Place, upon my Journey de-

figned for Nimeguen. Yet, fince you rather chofe to give it this Tear, I will

very eafily, and like a plain Man, confefs to you, that confidering the Man-
ner in which you intended Sir Gabriel Sylvius fhould come over hither, I had
no Reafon to believe at all, you cared for any Advices I could give you from
hence j or believed they were worth his Majefty's receiving, or, at leaft, con-
fidering. Which is all I fhall fay upon that Matter, having not the Vein of
being pleafanr, nor the Difpofition of being unpleafant to you, upon this or

any other Occafion.

1 humbly thank you for your good Wifhes to the Negotiation I am like to

be employed in ; and in which 1 had need of fomething at leaft like that to

plcafe me, confidering the Circumftances of Trouble and Expence with
which I am likely to enter upon it ; and without any Help in one from the

Exchequer, or in the other from my Lord Berkley^ for the Succefs of it. I

believe you can guefs as far and as well as any Man elfe, and fo will need none
of my Conje£tures; which are only, that it will, like all other Affairs, de-

pend upon the Accidents that fhall fall in, more than the Defign, or Skill, of
thofe that play the Game.

I am ever

Tour moji Faithful

Humble Servant.

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon,

S I Rj Hague, January 28. N. S. 16j6.

I
Am to acknowledge Yours of the nth, with the Repetition of his Ma-
jefty's Orders, for his Ambaffadors to expert the firft Vifits from all others

at the Place of Congrefs, though laft Comers. I fuppofe, if France confents

to it by Agreement, and Sweden upon Precedent, as you pleafe to fay, and this

State upon Refolutions already taken, there cannot reafonably be any Diffi-

culty made upon it by the reft: Or if there fhould, his Majefty will be as much
at leifure as any of the Parties to deliberate upon it. For the Point of folemn

Entries, I concerted that whole Matter with Sir Lyonell Jenkins before he
went ; fo as he hath already given the Example, and feen it followed by the

Dutch Ambafladors, upon their late Arrival.

V L. IL Y y I in-
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I inclofe you the Copy of a Letter I received this Afternoon from Mon-
fieur Pompo/je, upon the Subjcft of his Majcfty's late Keprefcntations by Mon-
ikur Ru-vii!,!ii, concernuig the Exceptions taken here to the French Paffports.

I fliall not communicate it to the States, nor make any Anfwer that will be

authorifcd here upon it, till I am impower'd to do both by his Majefty's Or-
ders : Which I hope I may receive by the next Port, finding the Subllance of

this Letter had been traiilmitted into England^ at the fame 'lime with the Dif-

patch to mc. In the mean Time I thought fit to go immediately to the Prince,

and acquaint him with if, defiring to know, if hepleafed to have me, by Ad-
vance, give his Majefty his Scnfe upon it. His Highnefs having read it very

coiifideratcly, faid "very frankly. That he would tell me his 1 houghts, and

that I might let his Majefty know themj but that he would not anlwcr what
thofe of the State might be. Upon the firfl Point, he faid tlicrc was a Mif-

take : That the Words omitted were not only Papiers or Ecrltures, but Harcksy

Ba^gdges^ Chevaux-y Chariots, 6cc. And that they had not there thouglit the

Words Papiers^ or Ecritmes neceffary, or inferted them, had not I made In-

ilances to the States, upon particular Orders from England^ to that Purpofe;

which they fuppofed, with the other Amendment tranfmitted to me, had been

concerted with the French Minifter there.

For the Second, That his Highnefs believed, no Congrefs ever was form-

ed, without that Power given the Minifters of difpatching Couriers > nor did

believe this could have any EfFedt without. That the Ambafladors of this

State would (he fuppofed) find it neceflary to write to him from the Congrels

wherever he was, either here or in the Field i becaufe he did not think the

States would make any great Paces in fuch a Negotiation, without his Ad-
vice. That however, though the States would be willing to difpenfe with it,

as France was content to do, yet it would alter all the Meafures had been
taken in this Matter already, by my agreeing with him in the Form of PalT-

ports. For thofe from 6'/'w'« was already come, and thofe from all the Con-
federates were upon the Way, in the fame Form ; So that if France ihould

make this Change, though the Confederates Ihould all confent to it, yet the

new Form muft be fent to them all, and new Paffports difpatch'd upon it.

That neither the States, nor their Allies, would (he was fure) confent to give

them any larger Form than what ihcy received.

For the third Point, concerning Lorrain, That it was of much more Im-
portance than the reft> and that his Highnefs believed it was the beft News
could be fent to thofe of the Confederates that defired not the Peace. That
he had never thought France pretended a Right to the Duchy of Lorrain :

That he would not enter into the Argument upon the Treaty of i6(Sz, men-
tioned by Monfieur Pompone ; but that this State had lately renewed with this

Duke, the Treaty they had made with the laft ; and doubted, they could not
treat at Nimegucn^ any more than at Colngn^ without Admiffion of the Lor^
rain Minifters : But he was very fure (which he repeated feveral times) that

the Impcrialijls and Spaniards would not do it j efpecially after this Pretence

made by France to that Duchy •, which, for that Reafon, his Highnefs was
glad I did not make publick, till I received Orders from his Majefty upon it.

He concluded, that all this was before his Majefty as Mediator, whofe Part

was to obferve the Juftice of each Party's Pretenfions, and induce them to

Reafon upon it. That I had told him, his Majefty had concerned himfelf al-

ready in it, and in thofe very Words. That he had thought this Particular of
Lorrain fomev/hat ftrange, and had fpoken to Monfieur Ruvigni about it, be-

fides what had been reprefented to him upon the other Points ; and that his

Majefty being fenfible of the Reafons of it, he did not doubt Would fet all

right. His Highnefs added, that now his Majefty found, how long a Work
the forming of a Congrefs would prove (which yet was abfolutely necefTary

to a Peace) he hoped he would not fufter the Steps that were already made
to be loft} fince if that fhould begin again, at the End of next Campaign,
for ought he law, the Aflembly might not meet before another Campaign
were, at leaft, approaching.

This
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This is tlie Siibftance of what his Highnefs told me upon Monfieur Pom-
pone's Letter} though with more Length, and with luch a Readinefs, as Ihew-
ed me he had the full Grafp of all his Bufinefs himfelf: And I wondred, I
confefs, to hear him repeat the little Things that had pafTed upon the firft
Head between me and the Penfioner, and the Words I had told him out of
your Letter of the 7th j having hardly my fclf remember'd the lart, and not
thought the Penfioner had troubled him with fuch Circumftances as the firft.
When he had done I asked his Highnefs, Whether I fhould write all this
to his Majefty as his Senfe? And having repeated it to him, he defir'd I would,
and by this Poft, for gaining Time. I have been fo long with the Prince up-
on this Occafion, that I have no more Time left than will fervc to aflure you
of my being,

S I Ry

2our. See.

To Monfieur Pompone. Au Monfieur Pompone.

Hague, Jan. 30. N. S. l6j5.

SIR,

TH E Day before Yefterday I had
the Honour of yours of the zift,

concerning the neccflary Faflports for

forming the Congrefs at Nimeguen,

where his Excellency the Englijh Am-
balTador Jenkins has been for near

three Weeks, and two of the Ambafla-
dors of Holland more than eight Days ;

in Expe£tation of fpeedily meeting the

reft of the vlinifters of which this Af-

fembly is to be compofed. What keeps

me here is nothing but the Difficulties

which have been lately ftarted about

the AflFiir of the PafTports ; thofe of

this State are now in my Hands, and
thofe of the Crown of Spain are in the

Hands of Monfieur de Lyra, the Spanifi

Envoy. Without doubt you muft have

receiv'd, by the Care of Monfieur de

Ruvigni, Copies of the Refolutions of

the States General, and of a Memorial
from Monfieur de Lyra, fetting forth

their Intentions, not to put the one in-

to my Hands, nor fend the others to

the Lords the French Ambafladors, un-

til I fhall be poflefled of reciprocal

PafTports from his moft Chriflian Ma-
jefly to make the Exchange.

La Haye, Jan. ?o=n% S. N. 167^.

Monfieur,

J''AT receu devant Hier Vhonneur de

la v6tre dii 2.1'"',fur le fujet de pajfe-

ports necejfaires a former le Congrez de

Nimegue, ou Monfieur VAmhaffadeur
Jenkins a deja fejourne pris de trois fe^

maines, (^ deux des Ambaffadeurs de cet

Etat, plus de buit jours, dans Vefperance

d'y voir bientSt les autres Miniftres qui

doivent compofer la dite affembUe. Je ne

fuis icy detenu que par les feults difficul-

tez furvenues depuis peu dans cette af-

faire des paffeports, dont ceux de cet Etat

font entre mes mains^ ^ ceux d'Efpagne

en celles de Monfieur de Lyra^ Envoyi de

cette couronne la. Mais vous aurez fans

doute deja receu par Ventremife de Mon-
fieur de Ruvigni, les copies de la refolu-

tion des Etats Generaux, (^ d'une me-

moiir de Monfieur de Lyra, contenans

leurs intentions, que les uns ne me feronP

pas mis entre les mains, ni les autres tn-

voyez a Mejfieurs les Ambajfadeurs de

France, jufqu' a ce que je feray en pojfef-

Jion de pajfeports reciproques de fa Ma-
jejle tres Chretienne pour en faire I'e-

As for the Difficulties which are ^ , -r^.n- i » c
here made about the Paflports for Spain, ^"'^^ ^" Difficultez qu on a fait toy

which Monfieur Ruvigni caufed to be A'* les pajfeports pour I'Efpagne, que Mon-

y o L. 11. fenc Y y * fUur



564 Letters of Sir William Temple,

fcnt fomc Time fince, I fhould not

have thought them of Importance

enough to fill under fo long Confi-

dcr;iuon, had you not communicated

your Thoughts to me on that Head j

fincc it is well known, that in Concert

with the States General 1 fettled the

Form of thofe PalTports, by Order of

the King myMafter, and recommend-

ed it to their Care to fee that the PalT-

ports of all the other Allies, fhould be

drawn up in perfedt Conformity to

theraj which they accordingly took

upon thcmfelves to do, in Compliance

with my Requefls. I could not make

any doubt, but the faid Form of PalT-

ports (being taken from that of thofe

ufed at Cologa, and having undergone

the Correftions of Mr. Secretary /f7/-

Uamfon) had been refolvcd upon at

London^ in Concert with Monfieur Ru-

-oigny. The Lords the States General

were of the fame Opinion ; and pre-

tend that the reciprocal Paffports of

France and Sweden^ ought to be given

in as ample a Form as thofe agreed

upon by all the Confederates.

As for the Importance of thofe two

Points, on which all the Difficulties

here are founded, you will be pleafed

to obferve. That for the Firft, it is

not only the Word [_Papieri] Papers,

that is faid to be omitte*, but alfo the

Words [_Ba!:^age^ Hardes, Equipage]

Baggage, Goods, and Equipage, and

fuch like other Words, ufually infert-

ed in this Place in Paffports ; and which

I find in thofe Paflports which his moft

Chriftian Majefty granted to the Ple-

nipotentiaries of Holland at Cologn.

ThcW'ord Papiers was not in the Form

propofed here, but added by iVIr. Se-

cretary M^illiamfon. As for the other

Point, namely, About the Liberty of

the feveral Minifters at the Congrefs,

to iend their Couriers, barely in Vir-

tue of their own fimple PalTports :
I

own that I am of Opinion, That it is

a Thing not only pra6tifed conftantly

on all thefe Occafions, but, indeed, a

Thing of abfolute Ncceffity to bring

the Negotiations to a happy Conclu-

fion-, by fecuring that Safety andEafe

of correfponding between Princes and

their Minifters ; who can never come

with fuch full and perfeft Inftruftions,

as never to have any Occafion to have

Recourfe to their Mafters for new Or-

ders, upon the many unforcfeen Inci-

dents

fteur de Ruvignl m'a fait envoyer depiiis

quelque terns j je tie les aurois pas cru af'

fez importantes pour meriter tant de con-

ftderation, fans les reflexions que vous

a'uez fait la dcjfus^ puifqu'il faut avoiier

que fay concertc avec les Etats Generaux

le fortnulaire des paffeportSy par ordre d»

Roy mon Maitrc^ (^ leur ay recomtnandi

le foin de faire en forte que ceux de tous

leur Jllies fuffent dreffes fur le mime^ de

quoy Us fe font charge a mes inflances. Et

fay toujours cru que ladite forme ayant

ete dreffee fur celle clont on s^efl fervi a

ColognCf ^ corrigee fur les reflexions de

Monfieur le Secretaire WilUamfon^ elle a-

•voit et6 refoliie d Londres par concert «-

•vec Monfieur de Ruvigni. Meffeurs les

Etats Generaux en ont cru le mcme, fcf

pretendent que les paffeports reciproques de

France (^ de Su^dcj foient donne d'une

forme auffi ample que ceux qui font ac-

cordcs par tous les Confederez.

Pour ce qui efl de Vimportance de ces

deux points fur lefquelles on a icy fondS les

difficulteZf I'ous remarquerez ft '•jous plait

qu'au premier ce n'eji pas le feul mot de

Papiers qui manque^ mais ceux aufji de

Baggage, Hardes, Equipage, £5? ks aw
tres accoutum^s en cet endroit de paffe^

portsf 6? queje vois dans ceux que faMa-
jefle tres Chretienne a accorde aux Pleni-

potentiaires de cet Etat a Cologne. Lt
mot de Papiers avoit et6 ajouti par Mon-

fieur le Secretaire JVilliamfon^ ne fe trcu'

vant pas dans le formulaire p-opofi icy.

Pour rautre pointy de la libertS de Mi-

niflres au Congrez de faire paffer leur

couriers fur leurs fimples paffeports : y'a-

voue d'avoir cru que c'etoit une circon-

fiance non feulement p-atiqu^e en toutes

telles occafions, ',nais en effet fort necef-

faire a faire reiiffir ks negotiations, par

la feureti 13 facility de communication

entre les Princes 6? ieiirs MiniftreSy qui

ne pouroient hre tout d'un coup fi pleine-

ment infiruits, que de n'avoir pas recours

aux nowveaux ordres de Icurs Maitres fur

les incidents auxquels le cours de traittez

fira
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dents to which Treaties are fubjeft.

In the firft Form of Paflports fent by
me into England^ the Expreffion was,
That the Couriers of the Plenipoten-
tiaries, in Virtue of a good Paflport,
fliould be free : But I received Orders
from Mr. Secretary Williamfon^ to bloc

out the Word good^ and that in Order
to take away all Difficulties and Dif-

putes which might hence arife, in an
Affair fo eflential to fuch Negotia-
tions.

As to the Complaints made byMon-
iieur de Serinchamps, concerning the
Paflports for Lorraif!, and theReflefti-
ons you have made thereon j I judged
it a Matter of too great Weight for me
to intermeddle with in the leaftwife,

without cxprefs Order from the King
my Mafler: And for that Reafon I

have not communicated any Part of
your Letter to the Lords the States

General, as knowing it would be News
too agreeable to thofe in their Alli-

ance, who are not altogether fo well

difpofed to the Peace, as they have
been reprefented to bej and who
therefore might from hence take Oc-
cafion to defeat all thofe Hopes which
Chrijiendom has entertained, from the

great Vigilance and Care of the King
my Mafter, employed in forming this

Congrels: Without which, no Dif-

courfes, or Propofals of Peace, could

ever come to good EfFe6t.

I can't finifh this Letter without af-

furing you, That I now retain at the

Hugae^ ail thofe Sentiments of Eftecm
which I have heretofore had for your
Perfon -, and the firm Refolutions that

I have taken, to be ever with the
greateft Zeal,

SIR,

Tour moft Humble., and

mofi Obedient Servant^ &c.

fera toujours fiijet. Dans k premier

formulaire que fay envoys en Jngleterre^

il etoit parte que couriers des Plenipoten-

tiaires munis d'un bon pajfeport feroient

libres. Mais Monfieur le Secretaire Wil-
hamfon ni'a envoye les ordres de faire ef-

facer le mot de Bon pour bter toutes fortes

de difputes qui pourroicnt fur'venir fur
line matiere Ji effcntielle a telles negoti-

ations.

Pour les plaints de Monfteur de Serin-

champs^ fur les paffeports pour Lorrain^

(^ les reflexions que vous avez fait la

deffus : yay eflimi cette matiere de trap

grande importance pour m^en meler au-

cunement fans les ordres de fa Majefle^

(3 pour cette raifon je ti'ay encore rien

communique de vbtre Icttre a Mejfieurs

les Etats Generaux j fachant Men que ce

feroit une nowvelle trap agreable a ceux de

leurs ^lliezy qui n'ont pas les fentimens

ft portis a la paix^ que ces Mefjieurs

rn'ont toujours temoigne^ £sf qui pourroi-

ent tacher par 1^ de faire evanouir toutes

les apparences que le Roy mon Mattre en

a deja fait naitre ct la ChretientS par fes

Srands foins, ^ diligences employees ^

former le Congrez^ fans lequel tous k$

difcours {5? fpeculations de la faix, m
pourront fortir a aucun effet.

Je ne puis achever cette lettre fans vous

affurer, que je retrouve encore a la Haye

tous les fentimens d'eftime que j^ay eu

autre fois pour votre perfonne, 6? les refo-

lutions que fy ay pris de ce terns la, d'i'

ire toujours avec beaucoup de paffort,

Monfieur,

Votre tres Humble, &

trcs ObeiiTant Scrviteur.

Tq
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To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

Hague^ January 31. N.S. 1676.

SI R^

UPON Mr. 5'W/ow's Difpatch, and the Succcfs of it, he alTurcd me of ha-

ving given you a very full Account, and thereby favcd you a Trouble

from me upon that Occafion. There was only one Thing he defired of the

Deputies, for the Eafe of his Memory, which was. The Deduftion of thofe

many Reafons whereon they excufed their Compliance with his Majclly's

Defiresj and they promifed to put it into my Hands by the next Poft ; but

have failed of that, as well as of the Anfwer I expefted about the Extent of

Neutral Country, by reafon of the Penfioner's lUnefs, which happens fre-

quently, and ever gives a Stop to thefe Affairs, that turn wholly upon his

Hand. Another Thing the Deputies propofed to us at the End of the Con-
ference; which was, To know if his Wajefty would expcft an Anfwer of that

Letter, which would make it publick here; whereas they pretended to be

fo fenfible of not complying with it, as rather to wilh, it might be taken no
farther notice of: And in this I expeft his Majefty's Pleafure, when you think

fit to fignify it to me.

I inclofe you a Copy of my Anfwer to Monfieur Pompone's Letter (which
went to you by my laft) wherein 1 endeavour to facilitate the Two fmaller

Difficulties about the Spamp Paflports, by owning the Concert of the Form
here by his Majefty's Orders, and the Recommendation of it to all the Confe-

derates. And whereas he feems to except againft Couriers pafling with only

a fimple Paffport from any of the feveral Minifters, and to think the Word
Papiers unneceflary; I thought fit to let him know, thofe Changes were made
in England i in hopes thereupon, that his Compliance to them would prove

the cafier.

For the main Point which is that oi Lorrain; I could not think fit to enter

into any Difcourfe upon it, or fo much as to communicate it to the States

here, without his Majefty's Order ; becaufe I knew the publilhing of it would,

on the one Hand, engage the Honour of France fo much the deeper in adhe-

ring to it i and, on the other, would animate the Defires and Endeavours of
fome part of the Confederates, to break the Congrefs upon this fingle Point.

Upon fome Difcourfes with the Emperor's Minifter here, after the Title given

to the Duke of Lorrain was taken notice of in the Paflports from France j he
made no Difficulty to tell me very pofitively, That his Mafter would never

treat without the Lorrain Minifters j and, 1 remember, his Words were, Et
ajfeurez vous, Monfteury qu'en venant au Congrcz nous les pouffcrons toujours devant

nous. Monfieur Serinchamps was as peremptory on the other fide, That his

Mafter would never fend without the Style of Duke; but, I believe, would
be much more fo, if he knew the Pretenfion x.h'xx. France now advanceth to that

Dutch y, which he would believe nothing of, when we fpoke of it feveral

times upon occafion of the Paflports. I had then an Opinion, that the Thing
was not done by Chance, and asked him, Whether they might not ground a

Pretence upon the Treaty of i66i? But he faid, with great Confidence,

They could not. His Arguments were ; Firft, The Invalidity of that Trea-

ty, by the late Duke's having no Right to difpofe of his Dutchy from his

Nephew: Becaufe, if the Salique Law had Courfe there, it was unalienable

from the Heir-Male j if the Feminine Succeffion, then that Duke himfelf

had no Title, but it belong'd to Prince Charles^ even in the Life of his Uncle.
Secondly, The Treaty's being void by the Non-performance on the French

fide, of the only Condition which appeared of any Advantage to Lorrain;

which was, Afluming their Princes into the Rank of thofe of the Blood
i>£ France

-J
which was mentioned in the Treaty as that Condition, without

which ic had never been madej and upon its being regiftred in the Parlia-

ment
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ment of Pans with the leaving out of that Claufe, the old Duke declared it
void (as I remember he faid) within a Fortnight or Three Weeks after it was
•figned. Thirdly, The Treaty of Marfal being concluded the Year after be-
tween that King and Duke, by which the Duke was to continue the Poffcnion
of all his Territories befidcs Marfal, in the fame manner as he enjoyed them
by the Treaty of 1661. And after that Treaty of Marjal in 166?, it feems,
that Duke continued quiet till 1570, when France feized upon th.e whole
Dutchy > but declaring, as Monfieur Scrinchamps faith, to all Princes of Chri-
Jiendom, and, particularly, to his iMajelly, That it was only upon perfonal
Quarrels to the Duke, and without Intention to keep any part of the Country.
And he laith, In all this Time France never made the leaft mention of the
Treaty of i652, having found neither the Princes of the Blood, nor Parlia-
ments of Fr^«r^, would confent to it> and thereupon, no farther Thoughts
were ever had of it, to perform the fmalleft Conditions of it, any more fhan
the greatelt. 1 hefe were Monfieur Serlncbamfs Arguments, which I thought
were ht to be fent You upon this Occafion, when the Matter lieth before his
P^lajefty, and an Expedient is not, I fear, like to be found on this fide; and
without It, theCongrefs, for ought I fee, muft break; wherein his Maiefty's
Honour, as well as Inchnation, You know, is now a good deal engaged

I yet hear nothing of Sir Gabriel Sylvius, tho' the Wind hath b?en 'very
good, and havmg received none from You by laft Poft, am in hopes, he may
bring me the Orders neceflary for my proceeding in this difficuk Matter I
meet wfth Enquiries here every Poft after his Maiefty's Refolution in the Bufx-
nefs of Revmons.

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To MeJJiems Colbert

d' Avaux.

and

Hague, Febr. I. N. S. 16j6.

Meffieurs,

1 Received Yefterday Your Excellen-

cies Letter from Nimcguen of the

jpth paft, and was willing, as foon as

poflible, to give You an Account of

the concern I had in an Accident late-

ly fallen out in the Bufinefs of the

Paffports, which muft have given You
fome Trouble, as it has given me
much greater UneaCnefs. The Pafl*-

ports of the States General have been

for fome time in my Hands, as thofe

of Spain have been in Monfieur de Ly-

ra's the Spanifi Envoy; but on this

Condition, That the former fhall not

be fent to Your Excellencies, nor the

latter deliver'd into my Hands, till I

become poflefs'd of his moft Chriftian

Majefty's reciprocal Paffports, as well

for

Meflieurs Colbert

d' Auaux.
&

LaHaye, Fcvr. i. S.N. 1675.

Meflieurs,

J'

jiT receii bier de Nimegue cells de

Fos Excellences du 19"" p^jfe , 13
^^ay pas voulu manquer de vous temoigner

an plutot le part que je prens ci tin acci'

dent furvenu dans Vaffaire des paffeports^

qui vous doit avoir donnS heaucoup d''en-

nuy, mais a moy encore beaucoup plus

d'inquietude. Ceux de cet Etat ont etS

quelque terns entre mes mains, ^ ceux

d'Efpagne entre celles de Monfieur de Ly'

ra, Ewjoye de cette Ceuronne la j jnais

h conditien que les premiers ne feroient

pas envoys a Fos Excellences ni les autres

livrS entre mes mains, jufques a ce que

je feray en pcjfeffion des paffeports recipro-

ques
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for the Plenipotentiaries of this State,

as for thofc of their Allies. Some

Difficulties have been here ftarted

about the PafTports, which, by Mon-

fieur RuvigaPs means, have been for

fomc time lent, as well for the Pleni-

potentiaries of Spain, as for thofe of

Lonain: The firll: of thcfe Difficulties

being only grounded on fome Defici-

encies in the Form of the laid Paflports

concerning the Security of the Bag-

gage, and the Liberty of difpatching

Couriers, which were exprefled in the

Paflports formerly given by his moll

Chriftian Majefty to the Plenipoten-

tiaries of this State at Cologn^ as well

as in thofe difpatched by the Confede-

rates for Your Excellencies, I had

good hopes to fee them eafily fur-

mounted by the good Offices which
his Majefty the King my Mafter has

already employed on this Subjc6t at

the Court of France. And I have en-

deavoured to fet thefe Matters in a

proper Light for Monfieur Pompone.

As to the Difficulties made about

the Paflports for Lorrain^ I found

them of fo great Importance, that I

dared not to intermeddle therein,

without the exprefs Order of the

Kingi and therefore I have not com-
municated to the States General the

Letter which I received Three Days

lince from Monfieur Pompone on this

Subjeft : I am in hourly Expeftation

of receiving his Majefty's Commands,
whereby I may regulate my own Con-
daft herein. In the mean time, I in-

treat your Excellencies to aflin-e your

felves, That it is with the greateft

Regret that I fee this Stop put to an

Afuir in which the Inclination, as well

as the Honour of his Majefty, is fo

deeply engaged > and to believe. That
I will omit no Care or Pains to pro-

mote and facilitate it on this fide. To
thefe fo important Confiderations, I

might add, The particular Satisfaftion

and Pieafure that i propofe to my felf,

and being interefted and concerned in

an Affliir, that will bring me into the

Company and Converfation of your

Excellencies at N'uneguen; where I

promilc my felf to find yet farther

Opportunities of giving you Proof,

how uncafy thefe Hindrances are to

me, and with how much Efteem I

am,

Tour Excellencies nioji Humble.,

andmefi Obedient Servant ^ 5cc.

ques de fa Majcjle tres-Chretienne., tant

pour les Plcnipotentiaires de cet Etat que

pour ceux de leurs yllliez. On a trotive

des difficultez icy a ceux que Monfieur de

Ruvigni m''a fait eniioyer depuis quelque

tems^ tant pour les Pknipotentiairei

cPEfpagne que pour ceux de Loraine j

ntais les premiers n^ayant ete fondes que

fur quelques defaiits dans le foimulasre

defdits pajeports^ loucbant la feurete du-

^^&g^S,^t y liberte de depecher les cow

rierSf compris icy devant en ceux que fa.

Majefty Ires-Chretienne a accords aux

Plenifotentiaires de cet Etat a Cologne^

auffi bien que ceux que les confederez ont

faite depecherpour V. Ex. J'ay bien efperS

de les voir facilement furmontez par les

offices de fa Majcjle le Roy mon Mattre^

qui ont ete dejci employes a la Cour de

France fur fe fujet. Et j'ay tdche de

donner a Monfieur Pompone les eclaircif-

femens neceffaires la deffus.

Pour les difficultez faites fur ceux de

Loraine^ je les trouve d'une trop grande

importance^ pour y ofer fans les ordres de

fa Majejl^ y meler mes fentimens j £^
pour cela rCay pas encore communique A

Meffieurs les Etats Ceneraux U lettre

que j''ay recti depuis trois jours de Mon-

fieur de Pompone fur cette matiere, mats

j''attend a toute heure les commandemeni

du Roy pour regler ma conduite. Cepen-

dant je fupplie V. Ex. de vous affeurer

que c^cjl avec regret extreme que je voy

cet accrochement a une affaire^ en laquelle

r inclination auffi bien que Vhonneur de

fa MajejU eji Jl fort engagee ; ^ que je

w' epargneray aucune peine (^ diligence

pour la faciliter de ce cot6 icy. Je pour-

rois ajouter a ces confiderations fi impor-

tantcs Vinteret particulicr que je prens

au honheur (^ la joye que je me fuis pro-

pofe en la rencontre c? converfation de

V. Ex. a Nimcgue, ou je vcux efperer

encore de trouver les occafions a vous te-

moigner comhien je rejfens ce retarde-

iuent^ t^ avec combien cfejlimefe fuisy

Meffieurs,

De V. Exces. le tres Humble,

5c tres Obeiflant Serviteur.
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To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

Hague, February 4. A^. S. \6j6.

SIR,
YOU will have found by my Two laft, That I had before received from

Monfieur Pompone what You have fince been pleafed to tell me by Yours
of the ziil, concerning the mod: Chriftian King's Anfwer to his Majefty's
Reprefentations about the PafTports. I have difcourfed it over this Day with
the PenGoner, who finds no Remedy on this fide, but takes the whole Matter
for an Argument, That France has no Defire at prefent to fee the Congrefs
formed, or to enter in earneft upon the Negotiation of a Peace. He remarks
upon the Liberty of Couriers, That the Spaniards can write but once a Fort-
night to Madrid, and that by the common Couriers j but that the French thcm-
felves can have no Communication, either with Paris or any of their Garifons,
without this Liberty} and he thinks, they cannot mean any thing fhould be
done at a Treaty with thefe Circumltances. He faid, It was poiTible that

France might infift upon this in Favour of Sweden, to whom, as You fay,

Denmark has refufed the Paflesj but they are Yefterday come, in the Form
agreed upon, as You will find by the inclofed Memorial of that Envoy here.

For the Point of Lorrain, he reafoned much of the Strangenefs of fuch a Pre-

tenfionj but I remember nothing new, or more than what I repeated in my
laft of Monfieur Serinchamps'?, Difcourfes on that Subjcft. As to this laft, I can
make no Conjedure how his Majefty is like to fiicceed on the fide of France,

and have no Profpe6t of any Expedient upon this. But as to the two fmaller

Difiicukies, methinks, it Ihould be eafy to procure the Paflports from that
Court in the lame Form with what are given here, if his Majefty owns them
to have been concerted, as You know they were, by his Order, and by the

fame recommended to the Praftice of all the Confederates. And, indeed,

nothing fcems more proper, than for the Mediator to concert one General
Form of Paflports to be ufed by all Parties. I fhewed thofe You inclofed in

Your laft, to the Penfioner j upon which he remarked likewife. That there

was but one fingle PalTport for all the Emperor's Plenipotentiaries, whereas
there were three for the French; but concluded, That he hoped ftill all

might be adjufted by his Majefty's fecond Offices towards France upon this

Matter.
I fend You inclofed a Paper I received from the States, concerning the Bu-

finefs of Prince William of Furfienburgh, and another, concerning the Neu-
trality i which coming juft now to my Hands, I fend the Original Papers,

though there feems fome Defe£t in a Claufe of the laft, which leaves the Pre-
fcription of the Neutral Limits wholly to his Majefty, provided they extend
not beyond the IVaal and Rhine. I fuppofe, by my Letters from Sir Lyonell

Jenkins, You will have heard a great deal from him of the Neceflity of en-

larging the Bounds, in reference to the Convenience of the Minifters : upon
which Subjed I fhall fay nothing, but only wifli, that France would leave this

Matter fo far in his Majefty's Hands, as to make that Compliment concerning

the County of Meurs, to the Prince of Orange, either from that Crown, or
from his Majefty j his Highnefs, I find, thinking it hard, that fo fmall a

Thing ihould be refufed him, after his Majefty had thought fit to engage him-
felf in the Propofal of it on both fides.

Sir Lyonell Jenkins told me in one Yefterday, of a Chicane made him by
Monfieur Beverning upon the Point of firft Vifit, which, I doubt not, he has
given You Account of That very Hour I had his Letter, came to me the
Prefident of the Commiffioners for the Foreign Affairs, by Order both of the
Prince and the States, to acquaint me with a Letter of Monfieur Beverning

upon the fame Subje6t, and to defire me to dire£t what I would have done
upon it. I found by the Letter, That Monfieur Beverning intended to make
Vq l. IL Z 2 no
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no farther or more formal Vifit to Sir Lyoncll Jenkins, upon pretence, that

fhould be done to us both upon my Arrival j but I dcfired Monficur Maureg-

nault, the Perfon fent to me, That Orders might go away by lail Night's

Ordinary, to both their Ambadadors, to make their Vifit together, and in

Form, to Sir Lyoncll Jenkins, as AmbafTador-Mediator, which the Prince told

me in the Afternoon, had been accordingly refolved on.

SIR,

lour, Sec.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, February ii. N.S. l6j6.

SIR,

I
Received a great deal of Honour by the Teftimony You were pleafcd td

give me in Your daft of the ifth paft, of the Approbation given at the

Foreign Committee to my Conduct, in giving no Communication here of
Monfieur Pompone's Letter, till I had received Orders from his Majefty. I

thought this fo much my Duty, that I will confcfs to You, not to have given

notice of it to the States, upon what I received from You in Your former,

though it was in Subftance the fame with Your laft ; but bringing me no Or-
ders, and only a bare Relation from You, I thought fit upon it only to dif-

courfe it to the Penfioner, faying. That he might do the fame to the States,

as a Matter he had from me in Communication-, which he did, left I fhould

feem to make a Secret of what they knew here from Monfieur Fan Betminghen,

and Don Pedro de Ronquillo. But upon his Majefty's Pleafure, fignified to me
in Your laft, I have put in a formal Memorial, to acquaint the States with it,

having taken thofe Words which relate his Majefty's Part in it, out of Your own
Letter j and which fignify the moft Chriftian King's Anfwer, out of Monfieur

Pompom's : This I did rather than out of Yours, becaufe what was contained.

in Monfieur Pompom's, was certainly that which they intended fhould be com-
municated from them to the States, and for that Reafon (as the Letter men-
tions) tranfmitted to me, to fave the Time of conveying it by England. I

fuppofe, fome little Miftake in the Conftruftion of my former Letter, made
You think, I intended not fo much as to anfwer Monfieur Pompone''s, without

Orders irom England: For You will fince have found, that I did it by the

very next Poft > but that it was, by my good Fortune, in the very fame Form,
as well as Subftance, that Your laft inftrufted mej and that I did not only

take Your particular Notice to him of my not having communicated his Let-

ter to the States without his Majefty's Orders, but again repeated that Cir-

cumftance in my Anfwer to a Letter of the French Plenipotentiaries about the

fame time -, a Copy whereof I fent you inclofed, together with that of my
Memorial Yefterday to the States. You will lately have found in my Secre-

tary's Papers, the Mention of a Conclufion made in the Treaty of Commerce
between Sweden and this State ; and yet, not long after an Accord here entcr'd

into with the Dane, of equipping a joint Fleet againft next Campaign in the

Baltick. I found in my laft Letters from England, the firft was thought a lit-

tle myfterious ; and fince the laft has relation to the Courfe of his Majefty's

Mediation, I think it will become me to give his Majefty fome Accoimt of the

true Springs in both.

The firlt was a Bufinefs that arofe wholly from the Swedes, and was negotia-

ted ^t Stockholm, particularly, by Monfieur Ehernfteyn. Thepublick Intention

in it there, was, To make fuch a Treaty ferve for fome Introduftion towards

another.
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another, by which a Sufpenfion of Arms at Sea might follow between that
Crown and this State. By this means, Sweden would, in probability, be able

to fuccour Pomerania next Campaign; and this State would not, perhaps,

have feen it very unwillingly, in cafe Matters on this fide, and the Difpofi-
tions in France had drawn on towards the general Peace. The private Mo-
tion of that Treaty fprung from Monfieur Ehernjleyns Defire to value himfelf
by being inftrumental in reftoring, at leaft, the Beginnings of fome good In-
telligence between his Matter and this State; having himfelf been always averfe
from the Breach, and now feeing the Counfels that promoted it fo much de-
cried in Sweden from the unhappy Events. And this was all the Myftery of
that Treaty.

The States, tho' they approved the Treaty of Commerce, yet they confir-

med not the private Articles propofed by Sweden, in order to a Sufpenfion of
Arms by Sea ; tho' I did not obferve any great Averfion towards it ; but, on
the contrary, a Refolution, at leaft, of not arming this next Summer in the

Baltick^ tho' they had been for three Months paft very warmly prefled to it

by the Danijh Minifters. But when the firft News came of the Defaults in

the French Paflports, they began to conclude, that France was not at all in

Earneft upon the Bufinefs of the Congrefs, which they guefled not more from
the Point about Lorrain, than from that of Couriers ; without the Liberty
whereof, they efteemed no Negotiation could have any Effeft, and the Preju-

dice would be infinitely greater to France and Sweden in point of Intelligence,

than to the Confederates themfclves.

The States thought this Counfel of delaying or breaking the Congrefs,
proceeded from an Expeftation in France of fome great Defign, wherein they
expeded the Succefs, either in Naples^ or Sicily., or in Poland. And know-
ing the Endeavours of the French Minifter at the Port, and the other in Po-
land, to bring about a Peace this Seafon between the Turk and that Crown, they
fulpedted moil the falling down oixhe Poles upon the Duke oi Brandenburgh
in the Ducal Pruffia. The Danijl: and Brandenburgh Minifters here, made a
good Ule of this Apprehenfion in the States, and prevailed with them to clap
up an Agreement •with Denmark., for arming a joint Fleet next Summer in the
Biltick^ very much againil their former Refolution, and wholly to the Difap-
pointment of all that Sweden had propofed to themfelves by their Treaty of
Commerce.

This I reckon upon as the firft important Effeft of the Defaults found in the
French PafTports, and if the States continue in the fame Opinion of the French
Indifpofition to the Treaty, or of their Defigns to bring in the Pole upon the
Duke oF Brandenburgh.^ they will give in vigoroufly with the Confederates, to
drive the Swedes wholly out of the Empire next Summer, to which they would
otherwife not eafily have been induced.

This leads me necelTarily to another, which it may be fit likewife for his

Majefty to know. The Expence of this State in the War, joined to the Di-
minution of their Trade, feems to difable them any longer profecuting it than
this Campaign; and, indeed, their Councils in it hitherto are chiefly anima-
ted by the great Steddinefs and Influence of the Prince of Orange. TheHoufe
oi Jufiria forefeeing this, have framed a new Scheme of taking off from this

State all the Subfidies they pay to the Allies, after this Campaign, of Spain

continuing to pay them their Part, and of the Allies, efpecially Denmark,
Brandenburgh., and Lunenburgh., contenting themfelves with the other Moiety
(now paid by the States) upon a general Treaty to be entered into by all the

Confederates, for a Guarantee of the Conquefl made laft Year, or that fhall be
made this Year upon the Swedes in Germany; which, they think, will be an

Advantage to the laft named Confederates, and the Bilhop of Munjler, greater

than half of the prefent Subfidies. And for thofe to Mentz and Trier, as well

as the Emperor, Spain will take them wholly upon themfelves; as, indeed,

the Emperor has not, for this Year paft, at all prefs'd the States for thefe

Payments by Treaty made due to him. The Spanijh and Imperial Minifters

are pretty confident of bringing this to pafs ; and that, upon it, the States

Vol. II. Z z z will
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will be able to continue the War with Eafej and if not with the {lime Num-
ber of Troops, and as Principals in it, yet, at leaft, as Acccfl'aries, and with

a Body of about Twenty thoufund Men in Flanders. Several of the States tell

me, They will not confent to give fuch a Guarantee, forcfeeing it muft engage

them in a long War : And the Prince himfelf will not, I believe, give into

it, till he fees the Events of next Campaign, or the utmoll that France will

infift upon in the Treaty. For my own part, I apprehend it as an Affair that

may go far towards the Continuance of a long War, and, confequemly, the

ill Succefs of his Majcfty's Mediation, and therefore thought fit to give his

Majefty the early Advices of it.

i'hough the King may have had Reafon to flop Mr. Skelton\]o\ixney at pre-

fent, whofc Errand to the Emperor would not, perhaps, have had good Grace
whillt France pcrfills in the Refufal of the Duke of Lorrain\ Title, and there-

by the PafFport that may bring him to the Treaty : Yet if his Majefty fhould

have the Fortune to furmount thefe Difficulties about the French Paflports, I

do not think he will have Reafon to be difcourag'd in his intended Applica-

tions to the Emperor, upon this State's excufing themfelves from joining with

him in it : For, upon Difcourfes with the Imperial and Spanip Minifters here,

I find them both abfolutely of Opinion, (though they profefs it to be but per-

fonally their own) That the Emperor will certainly give that Point of Prince

JVilliam to his Majefly's Interccllion, whenever it is particularly and formally

made to him. And both thofe Minifters have' promifed me, to engage all

their Credit at the Court of Vienna towards this Succefs upon Mr. Skehon^s

Arrival there, which I thought was an Office his Majefty would approve of,

tho' I was not enchargcd with it.

I have received his Majefty's Ratification of the late Article agreed upon
here concerning the free Trade from the Enemy's Port, which fhall be exchan-
ged To-morrow, and fhall be fent You by the firft Yacht.

I ask Your Pardon for the Length of this Trouble, and remain,

Tour^ &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

Hague, February ii. N. S. 1676.

IWas extreme glad to find by one from You, which Sir Gabriel Syhjiis gave
me at his Arrival here, that You had fo good Hopes of wearing off that

Indifpofition in which Your former had left You ; and that You had already
begun to ufc Your Legs, which, I doubt not, will recover themfelves by Ex-
ercife, with the Help of the Seafon, and thereby rellore You to the Air and
Entertainments You ufed to be pleafed with, and the Liberty of attending his

Majefty's Affairs, as well as Your own.
I fuppofe, Monfieur Van Betminghen never wants Difcourfe fo much, as for

a Help of it to introduce that about the Pacquet-Boats ; and, perhaps, he docs
not think fit to begin one where You are more concerned than his Mafters, of
how fmall Confequence foever it be. Therefore I have not renewed it here,

but whenever You make the Trial, and find any Stop from either his want of
Power or Will, to give You the Satisfadion intended, I Ihall not fail to move
it again to the Penfioner, and, if need be, to the Prince, upon the leafl notice
You pleafe to give me of it.

We will, if You pleafe, leave off any farther Mention of what pafTed in our
former Letters, upon occafion of Sir Gabriel Syhias's Journey hither. I do be-
lieve what You tell me, there is no Myllery in it : And yet, whenever we meet,
I will tell You very frankly what I thought was once in Defign> which mufl
Jiave been very injurious to me, though, perhaps, not fo intended i aqd will

upon
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upon it leave You to judge Your felf, whether I was impofed upon by thofe

from whom I received the Knowledge of it: For, of my many Weaknefles,
that of my being credulous is none, efpecially where it is fo unplealant to

make me fufpe£t the good Intentions of thofe few whofe Friendl"hip I eftcem,

»nd would be glad to deferve. For the reft that You are pleafed to fay of the
Intentions he brings over, as to my own Particular, they are of more Honour
to 'me, than I at all pretend to > who fhall ever live with Perfons that bear his

Majefty's Charaftcr, as my Fellow-Servants, whatever Difference may be
made by thofe we receive from our Mafter, according as he pleafes to ufe us in

order to his better Service. I willi him, with all my Heart, the Honour of
either finding or raifing any Difpofitions here more agreeable to his Majefty's

Defires in what concerns the Peace, than thofe I have yet been able to give
Account of But I think it more for his Majefty's Service, to give him a true

one that he likes not, than a feigned or difguifed one that he likes > which is

the way to engage him in Meafures that will fail, and fomctimes in Retreats

of little Honour. Upon this Subjeft, 1 cannot but wifh, Monfieur Fan Beu-

ninghen had either underftood his Mafters better, or been lefs heard himfelf

upon the Bufinefs of Prince IVilUam^ before Mr. Skelton came over } and that,

for the Time to come, fome Difference were made between his Talk and his

Memorials, fince in the latter, I believe, he will be more cautious than in the
other.

The Prince is out of Town, and will continue fo t\A. Saturday. The Con-
grefs is accroche by the Exceptions made here from the Confederates to the

French Paflports for Spain and Lorrain j which You know the Detail of as well

as I, and, perhaps, by this Time, better^ in knowing the Anfwer of the

French Court to his Majefty's laft Application. What I write now to Mr. Se-

cretary Williamfon., You will have Your Part in, either in his Hands or the

Foreign Committee ? and beyond thefe we have nothing here ftirs at prefenr,

but the common Reports of Monfieur de Ruyter's Vi6lory over the French Fleet,

which I yet fee no certain Grounds for (tho' fome Appearance) from the Ad-
vices that are yet come hither.

I am

Tour mop Faithful

Humble Servant.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

Hague, Febeuary ii. N. S. \6j6.

SIR,

I
Was extreme forry to find by the Honour of one from You of the 24th
paft, That Your late Indifpofitions had been fo frequent and fo trouble-

fome as You defcribe them. I hope You will find the Return of Your Health
with that of the Seafon, which I veiy heartily wifh, for his Majefty's fake as

well as Your own. In the mean Time, I comfort my felf with the Belief I

gather from Your Letters to my Lord Berkley, of which Your laft inclofed

the Copies, that Your Illnefs has reached no farther than Your Body, and not
at all affected or Icffened the Vigor of Your Conceptions, which have in thofe
Letters prelled the Court of France farther than I doubt they will eafily yield,

or can eafily excufe. The Succcfs I muft expeft from England, having
given Monfieur Pompone no Encouragement to continue an immediate Com-
merce between us herej which, I fuppofe, he had a mind to, upon pretence
of gaining Time, and might have been welcome to a Man that confidered his

Mafter
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Mailer or his Orders, as Monfieur Fan Beniiinghen does his, in his prefentEm-

baflage.

I have given a full Account in my Difpatch to Night to Mr. Secretary /i^;/-

liamfon, of the late Treaty of Commerce between Sweden and this State j

which, I find, You think fomewhat myflerious : And becaufe I efteem that,

and other Particulars in that Difpatch, neceflary for his Majefty to know, I

prefume You will meet it certainly at the Foreign Committee, and therefore

refer You to it.

They are here very full of the Belief given them by the laft Italian Letters,

of a great Victory of Monfieur de Ruyter over the French Fleet, and the Ex-

tremity oi Mcjfina^ if not relieved. The lail I have Reafon to believe, from

fome Letters I have received, and others of Merchants I have feen } as like-

wife. That there has been an Engagement between the Two Fleets ; but for

the Succefles and Particulars of it, I do not find any Ground of Certainty

from any Advices yet arrived here, or the Comparifon of them from fo many
feveral Places, becaufe they feem all derived from one Source j which was a

Felucca come by chance into Naples with the Reports of them. In cafe it

fhould be true, it would be of great Confequcnce, and make fome Change in

the prelent Scene of Affairs, and Difpofitions towards a Peace.

The Prince is out of Town for a Week a Hunting, and is pleas'd to hear,

You are fo keen upon that Sport ; and fiiys. There are Two Places in England

he will be furc to be at, whenever he fees England j which are. Your Houfe at

Enfield^ and Shene ; tho' the Fruits of one, will be too weak a Rival with him

for the Hunting at t'other.

I am ever, with very much Paffion and Truth,

S I Rt

2"our mojl Obedient

Humble Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, February i8. N. S. i6j6.

SIR,

I
Am to acknowledge both Yours of the ift and the 4th, which are come
to my Hands fince my laft of the nth. Your firfl inclofed the Sivcdijb

Paflports, put into Your Hands by M-oniicnr Sparr % Your laft, the /•Vfwc/j Pa-

pers, by Monfieur /?«^'/g«;, containing thcReafons of themoft Chriftian King's

refufing thofe Paflports in fifted upon here in the PafTports of France. I have
communicated both to the Penfioner; who, as to the firft, remarked upon
them the Opinion of the Claufe for Liberty of Couriers, and that of the Pafl-

ports themfclves expefted for the Duke of Lorrain among their Allies. He
concluded, both were done by Concert with France ; and i'aid. He did not be-

lieve, they could be accepted in this Form ; but would acquaint the States

with it, and give me their Anfwer. He obferved afterwards the Date of
them, and finding it old, he told me upon it, That he did not doubt but the

Court of Sweden had changed their Mind upon this Matter fince that Time.
That by the Letters lalt Week from Stockholm., Monfieur Romph, the States

Minifter there, had afllired them, That the Court was refolved to expedite

the Paflcs in the very fame Form with that agreed upon by the Confederates

>

and were abfolutely of Opinion, That the Cfaufe for Liberty of Couriers was
neceffary, and particularly fo to themfelves. And the Penfioner feemed to

believe, that this Matter, and the Difpatch of the Two Plenipotentiaries from
Sweden, would foon be made, either by a Dutch VefTel from Gettenburg, or by
a Frigat to be fcnt from hence to that purpofe.

As
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As to Monfieur Ruvigin's Paper, he told me, It was a Bufinefs of that Impor-
tance, the Congrefs depending wholly upon it, that he would not advance his

own Opinion, without firil knowing that of his Mailers; That an Anfwerhad
been made to my lall Memorial upon this Subicft, which fhould have been in

my Hands before this Polt, but confifting chiefly in the due Acknowledgments
of his Majelty's Offices, and repeated Inltances to France for removing thefe

Difficulties 5 he thought now, that I acquainted him wuh the Succcfs, that ic

would be fit to enlarge it, but promiled to take care that I iTiould be poflelled

of it by next Ordinary.

For my own Part, I will confcfs to You, That I think Monfieur Riivigni's

Paper a Thing as llrongly and as well reafoncd, as I have fecn any, and that

I cannot but think they have Right in what concerns the Point of the Couriers,
fince the Prejudice to the Confederates from that Liberty, cannot be, in any
kind, equal with that of France ufing it ill} and the Inftances of what pafs'd

at Cologn and jiix la Cbapellc^ are fo pertinent, that I do not fee how they can
be difputed ; efpecially, upon the Offer of free Paffiigc between Nimeguen and
Briijfels: All that flicks, m my Opinion, is. The Prejudice that France and
Sweden will receive, by the want of allowed Intercourfe with their Miniflers :

but of this they are themfelves the befl Judges.

As to the Point of Lorrain, I fhould likewife think the Paper had Reafoh
too, if they grounded their Title to Lorrain upon Conqueft, which is a very-

common Right in the World, and univerfally allowed, when, at leaft, con-
firmed by Time. But in cafe that Treaty of 1661, were attended with all

thofe Ciicumftances which the Penfioner as well as Monfieur Serinchamps

have deduced to me upon this Occafion, I doubt whether it will bear fo much
Weight. But at this I can offer no Judgment, without knowing the Matter
from that fide, as well as thisj which I fhould be very glad to do, that I
might, if there be Occafion, be better able to argue it with them here.

By what I can difcover at firfl by Difcourfes among them upon this Subje£t,

I am apt to think, that both the Prince and the States would be content to
leave this Matter wholly to be governed by his Majcfly, and make him an Ar-
biter in it, as well as a Mediator, in cafe France would do the fame. But I
doubt whether they fit fo loofe from their AUies, as to divide from them in

it, or whether the feveral Miniflers of the Confederates here, will make fuch
a Pace upon fo important an Affair, without new and precife Orders from their

Maflers. However, I fhould be very glad to know, for my Government
hereafter, upon this or the like Occafions, Whether his Majefty would be
content to have fuch Offers made him, or rather declined, in their firfl Rife?
I know, the tJfe of them might introduce a very great Authority to his Me-
diation in the Courfe of the Treaty, and in Points, perhaps, of greater mo-
ment than this. But whether his Majefly would wilhngly charge himfelfwith
abfolute Decifions, and pafs over the Refpe£ls of difpleafing the Parties, who
might think themfelves aggrieved by them, is what I know not. But, per-

haps, it is not unneceflary for me to have, at leafl, fome Hint of his Maje-
fty's Dilpofitions in fuch Cafes, if they fhould fall in my way.

I leave the current News to my Secretary, as you pleafc to give me Leave j
but will add to it what I hear jufl now, that the Match will be made in all

Appearance between the Duke of Lorrain, and the Queen Dowager o( Poland^
Spain having given their Confent to it j and, I believe, it is not without fome
Eve upon the Difficulties that, they fay, the prefent King of P(?/<?««/ is like to
meet with in his intended Coronation.

laiHevert

SIR,

Tour vtojt Itumhk Servant.

To
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfon,

HagueJ
February Zf. N. S. 1676.

S I E^

I
Am to acknowledge the Honour of both Yours of the 8th and the nth,

fince my lad of this Day Sc'nnight. I find both refer me to the farther

Notices you expcft out of France, concerning the Difficulties at prefent de-

pending in the Bufinefs of the Congrefs ; and 1 can, as yet, give you as little

Light from hence. The Penfioner fent me Excufcs this Morning, That the

Anfwer intended by the States to my laft Memorial, and to the Rcafons con-

tained in Monfieur Rwvigni's Paper, could not yet be ready, by reafon of Mon-
fieur de Lyra's Abfence, without whofe Communication, as Miniltcr to the

chief of their Allies, they could not agree upon any Refolution which con-

cerned the Union in general.

I fent him the Paper put into your Hands by the Sivcdifi Ambaffiidor, and

defired upon it, that the PalFports of this State might be delivered to the

S'wedip Minifter here. The Penfioner returned me Anfyi^er, That he would

move it to the States j but doubted, that it could not be till the Form of Pafl-

ports were agreed on both fides, which ought to be the fame to all Parties.

The fhort of the Matter is this : France refufes the Liberty of Couriers, be-

caufe they will not open their Country to their Enemies. Denmark makes the

fame Difficulties, and for the fame Reafons. S'wedcn for the contrary, defires

the Liberty of Couriers betw^een them and the Confederates : But thefe are

refolved to allow nothing to Sweden in this Point, but what France fiiall allow

to Spain: And they are, for ought I fee, upon the whole, very indiffi^rent

whether the Thing be agreed one way or other, fo it may be general to all the

Parties.

In the Cafe, you fay, had been propofed to you by Sir Lyonell Jenkins, of

what may happen to the Domefticks of the French Ambafiadors, if the Trea-

ty fhould not proceed j I ihould have thought my felf obliged to proteft them
(even without receiving his Majefty's Orders) to the utmoft of my Credit

here ; and I queftion not but that would ferve fuch a Turn as this, if there

were Occafion > and therefore, I think, his Majefty may be at Eafe on that

fide.

I am very well content to have little at this time to trouble you with,

either from your own Letters, or any thing elfe that pafTes herej having been

now for Four Days confined to my Chamber by a very painful lUnefs, which
has much indifpoied me for this kind of Exercife.

/am ever,

S / I^,

Tour, &c.

SIR,

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, February 28. N. S. \6j6.

THIS Morning I received the Honour of yours of the ij-th, with an Ac-
count of his Majefty*s firft Thoughts upon mine of the i8th, by which I

(hall govern my felf for the difcouraging any Propofitions of that kind arifing

here,
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here, either in this Matter of Lorrain^ or others, unlefs I receive new Di-
reftions. The common Belief here at this prefcnt, is, That France will not
infift fo far upon the Difficulties raifcd in the Lonain PafTports, as to break
the Congrefs upon it j efpecially fince Stveden is rclolvcd to break from them
in it. On this fide, they make no hafte to give me any Anfwer upon the
Reafons of France rcprelented to them on that Subjeft, pretending lUll the
Abfence of Don Emanuel de Lyra. But Yeilerday Monfieur Serincbamps flicw'd
me a Letter from his Mafter, where he fliid, he was fure he lliould not be
abandoned by the Empire nor Spain in this Point} and that they would nei-

ther be brought to the Congrefs without the Allowance of his Title, nor to

the Peace without the Reftitution of his Dutchy. There was a great deal in

it acknowledging and applauding his Majefty's Juflice, in the Offices perform-
ed upon this Occafion towards France; and a great deal more, taxing very
fharply the Procedure of France^ in advancing Pretenfions upon fuch a Treatv,
wherein, he faid, were tonles fortes des nullites : But that he fliould be forry to

be put upon more large or publick Dcdudions of that Matter, for the fake of
the Dcadj and not only the late Duke, but thofe ?/[iniil:ers of France who
were the Inftruments in that Treaty. The Reafons alledg'd in this Letter
-were very fhort, and upon the fame Heads with thofe I fent you formerly
from Monfieur Serincbamp's Reprefentations. He would not give me a Copy
of the Letter, faying, his Mafter had fo ordered him, and only to communi-
cate it to me } becaufe, he faid, he would not be oblige a des repliques en tin terns

oil les coups d' epc'e feroicnt plus de faifon que ceux de plume.

The Truth is, the Lorrain, the Brandenburgb, and the Danip Minifters

would be well plcafed to fee the Campaign end before the Congrefs begins

;

and fo are glad to increafe rdl the Difficulties lately fallen in. But thefe States

are very defirous to have the Congrefs formed, and prefs both the Spaniards
and Imperialifts to fend their Plenipotentiaries to Nimeguen., whether the
French cope or no, fince they are aflured that the Swedes will. They pretend
by it, to throw the Blame of the War openly upon France ; but the true
Spring of it is, the Hope they have, that fome Overtures of Peace may arife

from the Accidents of the War in the Courfe of the Campaign} and that they
may be much better improved by his Majefty's Mediation, when a Conorefs is

on Foot, than by any private Ways of Negotiation. For thefe Reafons, they
have refolved Yefterday at the Committee of Secret Affiiirs, that a Frigac
fhall be fent away to Gottenhurg, not only to exchange the Pafiports with Swe-
den^ but to bring away their Plenipotentiaries, who will be ready there, as

the SivediJJ] Commiflary here affiures them. But this Refolution is taken with
the Condition of their Allies confenting, to which they are in hopes of indu-
cing them.

The Prince coming to me this Morning, immediately after I received your
Letter, I told his Highnefs what you encharged me from his Majefty, con-
cerning his Anfwer to the Elettor Palatine, which the Prince was very much
pleafed with ; and defired me, of Himfelf, to acquaint both the States and the
Allies with it, as a Mark of his Majefty's Juftice in the Mediation} which I

ihall do To-morrowy tho' I have not yet ftined out of my Chamber, and write
in Fain.

/ am every

SIR,

V o L. IL A a d To
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To the KING.
Hague^ March 3, A^. .S". 1676.

May it pkafe Your Majefty^

UPO N an Occafion given me by my Lord Treafurcr, in a Claufe of a late

Letter mentioning aDifpatch of Sir Gabriel Sylvius hither j 1 thought fit

by his Lordfhip's Hand, to give Your Majefty the fuUell Account I could of

the Prince oiOrange^s Difpolitions and Intentions in this great Conjuncture.

I have fince found by Difcourfe with Sir Gabriel Sylvius^ that Your Majefty

thought his Highnefs might be made more fenfible of the Ufage he has recei-

ved, and ought to expeft from Spain, in this Confederacy. I did not forget,

among other Things wherein your Majefty inftru6ted mc, to fay a great deal

to him upon this Subjed. He ftill anfwered me, that he knew more of this

than I could tell him : That it had gone fo far in what concerned his Perfonal

Interefts with that Crown, as to make him tell the Duke de Villa Hermofa laft

Campaign, that he took this manner of Treatment from Spain^ as a great

Honour to him : For, he was very fure, at a Time wherein the leaft Step he

fhould make awry, was of fo great moment to that Crown j they would not

ufe him fo, if they did not think him a Man of too much Honour, to prefer

his own Refentments before the publick Interefts he was engaged in. And he

added upon it, that they knew him, for he ftiould not do it.

Upon another Difcourfe of the Houfe of Jujlrid's depending fo much upon
his Highnefs's own Difpofitions, rather than thofe of the States, in the Purfuic

of their prefent Alliances j his Highnefs told me a Particular I had never heard

before j which was, that one part of his Oath as Statholder, was, to take

the Care of keeping the States to the Obfervation of their Treaties > which he

was refolved to do to the beft of his Power.

Laft Friday, his Highnefs coming to me upon an Illnefs that kept me in my
Chamber, told me all that had pafled between him and Sir Gabriel Sylvius, up-

on the Subject of the Peace-, which all ended in this: That Your Majefty de-

fired a good Peace, and that his Highnefs defired nothing more than a good
one, but not an ill onej which, on the contrary, he would hinder if lie could.

That all the Qiieftion was, What was a good Peace? And upon that, had de-

fired of Sir Gabriel Sylvius, as he had before done of me, to know Your Ma-
jefty 's Mind, and upon what Terms you defired or thought fit the Peace fhould

be made: 'I'hatSir Gabriel Sylvius had anfwered, You had given himnoCom-
miflion to give that Scheme, and would referve your felf till the Treaty.

Upon which his Highnefs had replied, That then, for his Part, he would
neither help nor hinder the Peace: That it would be made when one of the

Parties were beaten out of the Field, but not till then ; unlcfs Your Majefty

would declare to all the Parties, upon what Terms you thought fir, and de-

fired to make it } and, in this Cafe, it would be done in a Week.
I tell Your Majefty this, that for your better Light, you may compare it

with the Notes you receive upon this Matter from Sir Gabriel Sylvius; and
thereby know, whether the Prince's Difcourfes are different to different Per-

fons> which I believe they are not; however they may be reprefentcd. And,
I am confident, no Reafonings can remove him from thofe Intentions I have

always given Your Majefty an Account of; unlefs the future Events of the

War, or new Revolutions in the Confederacy, fhould infpire him with new
Thoughts, or involve him in new Necefiities.

The Prince in his laft Vifit to me, told me, He believed one great Part of

Sir Gabriel Syhius's Errand hither, was come out t'other Day. That he had

fallen into Difcourle of the ill Poflure of the Eaglip Forces here; the Necef-

fity of a Pcrfon of Quality being at the Head of them; and my Lord Glory's

Dcfire to fcivc him in that Charge. That upon the Prince's agreeing in thofe

Points, Sir Gabriel Sylvius pulled out a Letter, and laid, 'Twas one he had

thought
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thought of writing to my Lord ylrlington upon that Subject, if the Prince ap-
proved it. That he read it to his Highnefs, who faid, he thought it was
well J and that he might fend it, if he would. The Prince told me, he ob-
ferved the Paper was fo worn in the Creafes, that he knew it was a Thing
brought out of England; and not written here, as Sir Gabriel Sylvius preten-
ded } and believed, it was not only to go to my Lord Arlington^ but that it

came from him too. That he believed, it was not a Thing Your Majefty knew
of

J and obferved a Claufe in it, which he thought was put in on purpofe to

ingratiate it to Your iVIajelty, tho' he had taken no notice of it to Sir Gabriel

Sylvius.

I took this Occafion to tell his Highnefs, That Your Majefty had talk'd with
me, when I was lall in Englmd^ of that Point, as of a Thing you would be
glad of, and that might be provided for by private Concert between Your
iViaefty and his Highnefs, upon the Conclusion of a Treaty you intended of a

nearer Alliance with this State, immediately after the general Peace j which
his Highnefs, I find, thinks will be the proper time for it j as I remember
Your Majefty thought too, when you difcourfed it to me. I did not find any
Refle£tions or Difpofitions in the Prince, different from what Your Majefty
has Reafon to defire them upon this Occafion j and doubt not of feeing all

other Mcafures eafy between you , in cafe Your Majefty can have fo much
Credit with France^ or fo much good Fortune, as to help him out of this War
with fome Honour and Satisfaftion.

Your Majefty will pleafe to ufe this Matter as a piece of Confidence from
the Prince to me; though I thought it fit to be told Your Majefty, becaufe I

remember how averfe you were laft Summer from fuffering my Lord Offury
to come over during the War; and I thought you might be engaged in what
you had no mind to, upon the Prince's feeming to prefs you with a Circum-
ftance of a new Strain ; or elfe be troubled to refufe what he feemed fo much
to defire. Whereas the Thing has rifen wholly in England^ and not here, as

will be reprefented to you; fo that the Matter is in Your Majefty to do juft

as you pleafe, without any Danger of difobliging the Prince, who is but paf-
five in it. And for that Circumftance, which, I fuppofe, intended to value
fomebody or other, by the Shew of extraordinary Confidence, and to intro-
duce fome more private Negotiations ; 'tis a Fruit that, I doubt, is not yet
in Seafon to be handled, nor will be before the General Peace is made, which
muft make way for all nearer Meafures between Your Majefty and the Prince ;

and I am the more of this Opinion, becaufe, I remember, it was abfolutely
Your Majefty 's when I left you.

I humbly beg Your Majefty's Pardon for this Trouble, and Your Accep-
tance of that true and paftionate Devotion, wherewith I am, and Ihall be
ever.

Tour Majefty''s moft Loyaly

and moft Obedient

SubjeSi and Servant,

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, March lo. N. S. 1676.

SIR,

I
Am to acknowledge Yours of the iid, and in it the Significations of his

Majefty's farther and more refolved Plcafure, concerning what might be
offered on this Side towards his Majefty's Arbitrage, upon Differences falkn.

Vol. IL A a a a or
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or like to fall in between the Parties. And by thefe Orders I fhall wholly go-

vern my fclf in that Matter as it occurs.

I received likcwife in your Enclofure, new Paflpovts for the Spanijl} Pleni-

potentiaries, againft which I do not think there will lie any Exception : So

that if thofc for Lorrain were as forward, theCongrefs would foon begin. But

upon that Point, I fuppofc, I may this Poll fend you the States Anfwer to

Monfieur 7?«'u/e;Ki's Paper, which was agreed on at Don £w«;;Kf/'s Return > and

the Penfioner afllired me this Morning, it fhould be put into my Hands before

the clofing of this Pacquet.

Yefterday the Prince came to me, and told me, He came from a Conference

they had with their Allies, upon a Letter from Monileur Fan Beumngben^ with

the Expedient his Majcfty had dilcourfcd of, both to him and Don Pedio de

Ronqiitllo. His Highnels told me, That for jiimfelf and the States they

would willingly fall in with whatever his Majefty ihould propofej but, to

tell me plainly, there was not one Minillcr of any of their Allies, that liked

it in any kind. The ImperiaUjls and Spaniards faid, modeflly, at the Confe-

rence, That it was a Thing wholly newj and therefore excufed themfelves

from faying any Thing to it, without Orders from their Mailers. The Da-

nifl) and Brandenburgb faid the Gime ; but added, They were fure their Mailers

would not confent to it. That nothing could touch their Sovereignties near-

er, than that another Prince lliould give Liberty to their Enemies to pafs

through their Countries. But bcfidcs thefe Arguments, his Highnefs told

mc, that they all concluded, That by it France would certainly gain their

Point, after having publickly laid a Claim to Lorrain, and thereupon refufed

to give the Stile of Duke. I only tell you thefe as the Prince's Difcourfes j

for not having received any Orders to propofe the Matter here, I have neither

done it, nor can charge my felf with giving any Anfwer to it from the States

:

But the Penfioner told me this Morning, That would be done to Night, by
Letters to Monfieur Fan Beuninghen. At the fame Time he defired me from

the States, to know from Monfieur Syhercroone, the Sivedifi Commiflary here

(who has much prefs'd both them and me for the Difpatch of their Palfports)

Whether he defired the Exchange of them feparately, and before that of the

French Pafiports were concluded, or no? For if he did, both the States and

their Allies were very likely to confent to it. I defired to be excufed from

performing this Office: For his Majelly having undertaken the Mediation of

a general Peace j I took my felf to be cncharged with all Offices that any way
tended towards it ; but with none that were aimed at any feparate Meafures

between the Parties > and therefore would not meddle, without his Majelly's

Orders, in any feparate Concert, or Exchange of Paflports between them and

Sweden.

The Penfioner feemed a little furprized, but fiiid. He would fpeak with

Monfieur Sylvercroone himfelf about it , fince I did not think it, as the States

had done, to be properly the Part of a Mediator. The Thing was fuddenj

and this occurr'd to me, at the prefcnt, as moft agreeable to what I conceived

of his Majelly's Scope and general Senfe, in the Draught of thofe Infl:ru6lions

brought over by S\t Lyonnell Jenkins . However, I fhould be glad to know, whe-

ther It be what his Majefly approves of, that I may have the more Light for

my future Government.

I communicated to the Penfioner the Commiffioners Paper concerning Rc-
vifions, and his Majelly's Orders to me upon it. The Penfioner told me.

He was this Night going out of Town, towards the Skinckfconcc ; but would
communicate it to the States, immediately upon his Return. In the mean

Time he would freely tell me his Thoughts upon it j which were. That fince

a Treaty had been concluded with thofe Words, and ratified by the States,

upon Afliirance given them by their Ambaflador, and from you (as he pre-

tended) that the Intention was not to have the old Way of Rcvifion altered,

and brought before the States : And though it was a Thing contrary to the

Conflitutions of their Government > yet fince his Majelly prels'd them to it, he

. thought that it ought to be done, rather than break the Words of a Treaty con-

cluded.
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eluded. That he was likewife of Opinion, it fhould be made of as little Ex-
pence as any other Matters of that Kind are fubjedt to here. But to make it

without any Expencc, as was propofed, or Salary, either to the Revifors, or

Perfons fummoned from the refpeftive Admiralties, was a Thing wholly con-

trary to the Orders of their State} and they could not be prels'd to change
them, when no Ti'eaty obliged them to it.

I went to wait upon the Prince this Morning, upon his Journey to Gelckr-

Jand^ being the firll Time I have done it fince my Illnefs. His Highnefs's

Journey, as well as the Pcnfioner's, is chiefly intended for viewing the Skinck-

fconce (the Delivery of it to the States being abfolutely agreed with the Duke
of Brandenbtirgh) and for refolving whether it will be neceflary to continue

this Fort, or to build another, and thereby endeavour to change the Courfe
of the Rhine, which is grown of late to throw fo much of its Water into the

Waal^ as to fpoil the Channel both of the old Rhine, and the 2]/eli which they

think is necelTary to be remedied. Another Reafon of the Prince's Journey
was, an Interview agreed with the Marquis de Grana at Ckve ; but he has been
now here three Days with the Prince, is gone this Afternoon to BntJJ'eh, and
having fpoke with the Duke de Villa Hcrmofa, will return hither to meet the

Prince, when he comes back from his Journey on Saturday or Sunday next.

His Bufinefs is, to concert the Manner of carrying on this Campaign on all

Hands. He has made metwoVifits fince his being in Town, difcouried much
of his Mafter's Defires of Peace ; and would have a Declaration of the con-

trary in France, from the Difficulties raifed by this new Pretence to Lorrain

;

and fpeaks very broad of their Conduct in this Matter, as indeed, all the reft

of the Confederates are apt to do upon all Occafions. I am,

SIR,

Tour, See.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, March 17. N. S. i6j6.

SIR,
SINCE my laft of the loth I have had nothing to trouble you with from

hence } the Prince and the Penfioner having been both out of Town till

laft Night. 1 am forty mine was not come to your Hands before the DKpatch
of yours of the zpth paft, by which I received Orders to propofe to the States,

in his Majefty's Name, the Expedient that came to. them laft Week, from
Monfieur Fan Beuninghen; who has, I prefume, before this Time given you
an Account of its Reception here} at leaft, what I writ you from the Prince's

own Difcourfes will have given you Light into that Matter, I went to his

Highnefs this Morning, immediately upon Receipt of Yours, and acquainted

him with the Orders it brought me. He told me, That I knew bcft what I

had to do} but if he might advife me, I {hould defer making the Propofition

to the States, till the next Pacquct from England; before which his Majefty

would find, by the Pcnfioner's Anfwer to Monfieur Fan Beuninghen, what Re-
ception that was like to meet with : And, for his Highnefs's Part, he fhould

be forry to fee his Majefty's Name engaged, formally, in a Matter that would
be refufed. I argued the Point as far as I was able, as to the Fairnefs and In-

differency on all Sides, and i'rejudice it would bring to none. The Prince

grounded all the Difficulties upon the Allies, who, he faid, were unanimous
in declining it} and fome with Sharpnefs, though others with Coldnefs, but
fuch as look'd enough like Refufal. For he had never before, at any of their

Conferences, obferved Monfieur de Lyra to avoid concluding one Way or

other}
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other ; or to refer himfclf to new Orders from Madrid^ as he did in this.

The Prince added, That he would not judge what Reafon thole Minirters

might have, that pretended it would tao far touch their Princes Sovereignty j

but, he confcfs'd, he thought they had Rcalbn in faying, it would be a yield-

ing the Point to France, at leail, indircftly ; and that it might have been done

eaficr at firil, and with lefs Prejudice to the Duke of Lorrain, before I'rance

had pretended a Right to that Ducchy. His Highnefs had heard, by this

Day's Letters from France, That the moft Chriltian King had already con-

fen'ted to this Expedient, and to the Liberty of Couriers, provided they kept

their ftrait Roads. I confefs'd I had heard the fame this Morning, by Mon-
fieur Syhcrcroonc's Letters from the StvediJI) Miniller at Par:!; but that I had

Underfto d the Meaning of that Court's Expedient was, That the other Pafles

fhould be granted reciprocally by the Parties, but his Majelly fhould give thofe

oi Lorrain alone, with the French Approbation and Enforcement of them. His

Highnffs replied, That could lefs be done than the other j for they were
bound by Treaty to procure all their Allies PafTports in the fame Form with

tlicir own. That, he believed, the States would not part from their Treaties}

but if they fhould be inclined to it, he was bound by his Oath, as Stadtholder,

to keep them to them j and fo he was fure he would do, as far as he was able.

I told his Highnefs, That upon the Terms this Matter Hood, for ought I

faw, the Congrefs muft break ; and it was only their Parts to confider and re-

folve, whether that imported them more or lefs than thefe Punftiliocs, which
would not gain, or lol'e, an Inch of Ground, upon the Treaty. The Prince

replied, It was no Punftilio, but a Point of Right, on the one Side or the

other J and that his Majefty ought to judge, whether they had Right in de-

manding the Duke of Lorrain's Stile, or France in refufing it. That he could

not tell, whether the Congrefs would break, or no j which depended upon
France : But there were many here (and he was one of them) that believed,

they would have yielded this Point of Lorrain, in France, if Monfieur Fart

Beuningben would have been content not to trouble his Head about finding out

Expedients, in a Matter that was fo plain : And that by Advices out oiFrance,

he had Reafon to be of this Opinion.

This was the Sum of our Difcourfes this Morning j upon all which I have

refolved to defer the making of thisPropofition to the States, in his Majcfty's

Name, till my next Letters, and his Majefty's Rcfolution, after he is ac-

quainted with the Difpofitions it will meet with here. But when his Majelty

has thefe Lights, he will bell judge how far to engage in itj and upon Signi-

fication of his Pleafure, fhall immediately be obeyed.

In the Courfe of this Matter it mult be obferved, That feveral of the Con-
federates, efpecially Denmark and Brandenhurgh, are glad of any Delays to

the Congrefs, till this Campaign ends ; and io improve all Incidents towards

that End, though without openly owning that Difpofition. The Unhappinefs

is. That France has given them an Occafion, which the States join with them
in clleeming unreafonable, and fo, I doubt, will not break from them in it j

which they would certainly have done, in thofe of another Nature ; As they

lately did, when Denmark made a Difficulty of granting the Swedi/Ij Paflports:

Whereupon the States ordered their Minifter at Copenhagen, to let that Court
know, That if they fent not the PaHports hither, within fix Weeks, they

would fend thofe of this State without them; upon which, thofe of Denmark
were immediately difpatch'd to their Minifter here. And nothing has con-

tributed more to the States Rcfolution of fending a Ship to Guttenburg, for

the S-ivcdiJh Plenipotentiaries, than the Difficulties made by the Danifi Mini-
fter here, about their pafllng by Land. In fhort, this State grows jealous up-
on the Difcovery of any Defign, in any of their Allies, to continue the War
upon Advantages of their own, wherein this State has little Concernment.
And iuch they cftcem all the Pretenfions on Foot, except that of Spain, in

fecuring and enlarging the Frontier of Flanders. Nor has France any Way
to break their Conftancy in purfuing the War, but by giving the tort to the

Confederates, of delaying the Peace (at leaft till the Fortune of Arms make
4 a De-
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a Decifion between the Parties) On t'other Side, the Allies find no better
Ways to animate the States, than by giving the torf to France of declining the
Treaty i which they have made good Ufe of, upon this Difficulty about Lor-
rain. And, for my part, I am at an End of my Profpe^t in this Matter} and
all my prefent Hopes of either Peace or Congrefs, will reach no ,farther than,
Fdta viam invenient.

I am

SIR,

7'our.y &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Haguei March zo. N. S. 1676.

S I R^

I
Am to acknowledge the Honour of one from you of the jd, with feveral

Reafons for fupporting the Expedient lately tranfmitted from England^

upon the Difficulties in the Lorrain Paflports. I have made ufe of them in my
Difcourfes here, to prepare the Way for my propofing it ; if his Majefty con-
tinues in that Mind, after having received the Anfwer given Moniieur Van
Beuninghert, which was made by a formal Refolution, at a Conference between
the States, and their Allies ; and containing, firft, the Profeffion of the feve-

ral Minifters, that they could conclude nothing in it, without new Orders
from their Mafters : And then their own Opinion, that it could not be accept-
ed by them : Ending in this. That Monfieur Van Beuninghen fhould be writ-
ten to, for thefe Reafons to decline the Projeft, in the bell: and moft decent
Manner he could. The Reafons I urge upon them are anfwered with great

Modefty, by thofe of the Government here -, faying, That if the Quarrel,
and, confequently, his Majefty's Mediation, lay only between France and
them, this or any elfe that his Majefty propofed, would be eafily accepted j

but, qui a compagnon a maitrey and fo laying the Difficulty wholly upon their

Allies, who, it feems, are very unanimous in it. Upon what I find here, of
this Nature, to difcourage me from hazarding his Majefty's Name farther,

without new Orders; and upon that Paragraph of your Letter which tells me.
That all you had faid upon that Subject was but your own Reafoningsj and
that you had not yet had the Occafionof knowing his Majefty's Mind upon it,

which you expefted to do on Sunday^ at the Foreign Committee j I have yec
deferred my Propofal of it, formally, to the States, in Expeftation of the

Sunday's Letters, which are due to Day, whereas your laft came but yefterday

to me.
Yefterday Monfieur Sylvercroone, the SivediJJj Commifiary, came to me; and

gave me the Knowledge of what had pafled between him and the Penfioner,

concerning the S-ivediJh Paflports; after I had excufed my fclf wholly from med-
ling in it. The States fent one of their Deputies to the CommiiTary to know,
whether he would give them, in Writing, an Aflurancc, that upon their fending

a Ship and their Paflports to Gottcnburg^ the S-jjedijl) Ambafladors would come
away to Nimcguen. And this AlFurance the Comniifl^iry has given them in

Writing; and thereupon the Penfioner made him confidently hope the Thing
would be done ; and told him, they would have a Conference with their Al-
lies upon it, yefterday in the Afternoon; but, however, he defired me d'y

donner la main ; and would needs have me underftand that there was nothing
either in the States Qucftion, or liis Anfwer, that made any mention of France^

or of any Thing in it feparate from them. But that he look'd upon the Diffi-
"

culties
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cultics about Lorrain Paflports, as like to be eafily furmounted, and then tliC

French Plenipotentiaries would be at the Congrefs in three Days ; whereas

theirs had fo long a Journey, that he thought it was fit to lofe no Time. I

again excufcd my felt, abfolutcly, from making any Pace in this Matter, af-

ter the States had given me Reaion, by the Penfioner's Difcourfes, to believe

tlicy undeit6od it, as a Mcafure feparate from France. He faid a great deal

to juilify his own Conduftj which I heard coldly, till he would needs know
my Opinion of it j upon which I told him, I could neither commend notdif-

approve it, without feeing his Orders, which, I fuppofed, he would not fliew

me; and till he did, I defircd him to be content without any Opinion of

mine, in this Cafe. We palled afterwards into more general Difcour.'es of

the War, and the Peace; by which I found his great Apprchcniions of the ill

Pollure the Swedifl) Affairs may fall into this Summer, by the Divifions of their

Couniels in Sweden^ as well as the Strength of their Enemies abroad ; and,

that if France could not help them by Fleets, or Armies, their Money could

not make them a Match for fo many Confederates, as they had to deal with.

That they had more Reafon to prels the Congrefs than France ; one being fo

much upon the lofing, and t'other upon the gaining Hand. That when they

came to it, they would do nothing without France, in cale they fhould be there

before them; but, he believed, they fhould ufe their belb Offices towards in-

ducing France to a Treaty, which was of fo great Importance to Sweden ; and

he thought the French might do fomething for an Ally that had fuffered fo

much for them.

This I take to be the Secret of this Interview, which the Minifters here are

fallen into with Monfieur SyVoercroone^ being grounded upon a Likenefs of In-

terefts and Difpofitions, towards advancing it, whenever the Treaty begins.

I hear befides, from fome of the Minifters here, that there is a private Ar-
ticle in the lail Treaty between France and Sweden; by which France has obli-

ged themfelves to fee the Swedes reftored to all they might lofe by this AYar,

in cafe of ill Succefles in it : And this, they think here, will make Sweden-^re^^

France the harder upon a Peace, the more they grow out of Hopes to recover

by Arms what they have already loft. Which makes this State very defirous

to bring the Swedes to the Place of Congrefs ; and the rather, becaufe they

efteem the two Ambaffadors defigned from Sweden, to be of the Party that

was no Friend to the War.
In the mean Time, the Danijh Minifter here has made a great deal oi Noife

upon the I enfioner's entring into Conferences with Monfieur Syk-ercrcone^ and

upon the States receiving a Paper from him; which they refufed to do from
Monfieur Ehernfleyn^ for feveral Months before he went away, after the War
was opened. The Conference that was to be held Yeftcrday upon this Mat-
ter, with all the Allies, was put off till this Afternoon, for Want of thev^r^K-

dcnburgh Minifter, who was to be in Town this Morning. I am not fure I

fhall know, before the Clofure of this Pacquct, what the Refult will be ; but,

by what I can make of the Difpofitions on all Sides, I am apt to believe the

Thing will be agreed; the Imperial und Spanifi Minifters falling in with the In-

tentions of the States ; and the Danes apprehending to give them too much
Jcaloufy of their Defigns, to break, or, at leaft, defer the Congrefs, till this

Campaign ends. I am,

SIR,

To
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfoti.

Hague^ March 24. N. S. i6jS.

SIR,
SINCE my laft of the 20th, I have none from You, tho' a Pacquet be come

inj and I expected from Your lafl: of the ^d, to know his Majefty's Mind
in Your next, concerning my formal propofing the late Expedient, after the

Knowledge given You of the firfb Reception it met with here. I have been

fince endeavouring, all I could, to make better way for it, in cafe his Majefty

continue his Pleafure of having it done, notwithftanding the former Difcou-
ragement. I have fince talked with feveral that are in the Councils here, as

well as with the Penfioner, upon that Subje£t, but can gain no Ground with
any of them. After all my Reafonings with the Penfioner, and telling him
the Orders I had to make the formal Propofition, and defiring him to give a

Hand to it, as the only way left to keep up any Appearance of the Congrefs j

he told me, That he could not undertake to fay what would be the States

mind} but he had very good Prefumptions from knowing what it had been:

For tho' mine would be, perhaps, a more formal way of propofing it, yet

Monfieur f^an Beiminghen'^ was, as he writ them from the King's own Mouth,
and thereupon was confidered and debated by the States, and with their Allies,

in the fame manner that mine would bej and therefore, he was confident, it

could have no other Reception. For the States, he faid. They would be
very glad to receive it, or any other Advance towards the Treaty j but that

no one Minifter of their Allies, but had exprefs'd a Diflike to it: And the

Emperor's Refident had faid, That befides his Mafter, he would engage his

Head, it would be refufed by the Princes of the Empire. The Penfioner

added. That befides the Delays of new Orders, to which they all had Re-
courfe, the Thing would be reprefented at the feveral Courts by the Minifters

here, who were all prejudic'd againft it j and I might judge what was to be
cxpe6ted from the Imprcfiions they were like to give. That it was impofiible

for the States to break from their Allies in this Matter, having delay'd lo long
the Tieaty at Cologn^ upon the Point of Lorrain, when they were in fo much
worfe Condition than now. That they had Reafon to hope his Majefty would
prevail with France, in a Point wherein he had always afiurcd Monfieur Fan
Beuninghen there ihould be no Difficulty. He offered to fend me feveral of
Monfieur Van Beuninghen's Letters with that Afiurance j but I told him, I be-

lieved eafily his Majefty did not forcfce it, and was furpriz'd with it v/hen it

came firft from France, and forry to meet with it. But the Cafe was now to

find out an Expedient, fince France was unmoveable upon the Offices his Ma-
jefty had already performed in that Court j and that their Parts were to con-

fider, whether the Congrefs imported them fo far as to pafs over fuch Forms
as were of no Confequence at all to the Subftance of the Treaty j or whether
they were content the Congrefs ftiould abfolutely break upon them. He an-

fwered me. That if it broke on the French fide, and upon a Point fo unjuft,

they muft have Patience : That he faw very well France would force this State

upon the Refolutions of continuing the War, which was both againft their

Mind, and againft their Intereft; but, if it muft be fo, and Spain would find

away to relieve them of the Subfidies they paid Abroad, Nous fcrons h'lcn voir

a la France, que nous ne fofnmes pas encore hors d'hakine. I tell You his Words,
becaufe they are of a Strain that I had never heard from the Penfioner fince

my coming over ; all his Difcourfes having ufed to carry a Bent to the Peace,

and an Opinion of its Neceffity. But upon this Occafion, and fome Heat it

gave him, he told me. They had ordered Monfieur Hemskerke to make the

Propofition at Madrid; and he doubted not but it would be accepted, if ever

the Gallions arrived, or they could be perfuaded in Spain to cut off all Pcnfions

for Three Years.

Vol. II. Ebb t gave
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I gave You a Hint fome time fince of this being upon the Anvil among the

Confederates, but did not imagine it would work up very fafl: j becaufc I tbre-

faw it muft draw on a Guarantee of the lad Conquefts upon Sweden : But that

will not need, if Spain iliould be able to pay the whole prefent Subfidies , and

I perceive this State hath now a Profpeft of other Meafureswith Sweden, than

they thought of at that Time.
I have reafoued upon this Expedient likewife with the Marquefs de Grana,

upon his Return from Bru£'cls. He adds one Thing more to what I hear

4igainft it from the reftj which is, by asking, How his Mafter the Emperor
can leave fuch a Difcontcnt at Heart of a Prince, to whom he hath already

cntrufted a great Part of his Forces, and is refolved to commit the Charge of

his whole Army this Year, in cafe any Difficulties fhould happen in Count
MontecucHWs coming to command it. I believe his Journey hither hath had

EfFeft upon the Hopes of the Confederates, by the AfTurance he hath given

them, T'hat his Mafter's Army Ihall be in the Field, and encamped before the

zoth of jipril, and ftronger than in any of the laft Campaigns. What I be-

lieved of the Conference among the Confederates held at the Time of my
writing laft, proved true : They agreed upon fending their Paffporrs and a

Ship of this State for the Swedijh Plenipotentiaries} though the Danip Mini-

fters were brought to it a reculons. But I find here. That Monfieur Romph,

Envoy of this State at Stockholm., hath not only afliired them, That they will

fend their Plenipotentiaries away to Nimeguenu'pon the Arrival of the Shipj

but that they will come inftrufted to do all they can to procure a fuddcn gene-

ral Peace > and if that cannot be compofed, to make a particular Peace for

that Crown. And he writes them word. That a Refolution of the Senate is

already pafs'd to this purpofe. Though this whole Matter pafleth between
the States and Monfieur Syhercroone, without any mention of France j and he
gives it to me a very good Turn, of only haftning the Delays necelTary to fo

long a Journey j and pretending to believe thefe Difficulties raifed by France,

upon the Matter of Paflports, may poffibly have been occafioned, becaufe

they would not come to the Congrefs before the Swedes could be there : yet,

I fee plainly, the States reckon upon the Swedes coming to Nimeguen, though
the Difficulties with France fhould continue j and, confequently, that there

will be a Congrefs this Summer, whether the French Plenipotentiaries come to

it or no. And this I thought fit his Majefty fhould have early Advice of, that

he might order his Mcafures accordingly, in cafe it fhould happen, and con-

fider how far the Progrefs of fuch a Matter fliould be attended and obferved by
his Miniilers j and whether with any Endeavours, either publick or priv.atc,

either of affifting or oppofing it.

The Emperor's Minilter here hath in the late Conferences among the Con-
federates, made great Complaints of Mr. SkeJton having received at Nor'nnberg

the Orders fent him to make a Halt in his Journey, had, notwithftanding,

gone afterwards from thence to Rathbonne, and refolved to make his Stay there j

and had fallen into many fecret Conferences with a French Gentleman, who is

a Minifter of the Duke oi Bavaria, there. That by it he had raifed great Re-
flexions among the Minifters of the Emperor and the Confederate Princes,

efpecially upon Obfervation that many of thefe Meetings had been in the

Night, or elfe at Places out of Town, that feemed chofen expreily for the

Secrecy of them. The States anfwered at the Conference, That they did not

think thefe Circumftances of Weight to be taken notice of to his Majefty, as

Monfieur Campricht defired. However, both the Prince and Penfioner told

me of it, tho' without pretending to make any Complaints: And I told them
my own Belief, That there could be nothing of this kind by any Commiflion
of his Majefty 's} and that what was, might be only perfonal Acquaintance
and Converfation between themfelves.

Mr. Meredith told You laft Week of Eight Ships of War gone out of the
Texcl, without any Noife of their Preparation or Difpatch. I hear certainly,

they are Twelve or Fourteen, and commanded by one Bringifi (as I remem-
ber his Name is) who is Vicc-Admiral of Friezland, and a very bold Man. I

am
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am aflured of a Thoufand Land-men aboard > but the whole hath been carried

on by the Expence of the Admiralty, without any Supply from the State j and

with fuch Secrecy, that I cannot poffibly learn upon what Defign.

/ (?»/,

SIR,

Tour, 8cc.

To the KING.
Hague, March ij. N. S. 15/5.

May if fJeafe Your Majejly,

I
Received by the laft Letter from Mr. Secretary IViUiamfon the Knowledge
of a Juftification made him by a Dan'iflj Envoy at London^ of the Da,i!jh

Envoy's Carriage and Expreffions here, upon the Propofal of Your Majefty's

late Expedient tranfmitted by Monfieur Fan Bcmiinghen. Beiides what I have
written upon this Subject to Mr. Secretary, I could not but take notice of a

Proceeding fo difingenuous, as to let Your Majclly know. That the Prince
telling me how that Propofal was received by the Allies, added. That one of
them faid, among other warm Things j ^iion m pretendoit -pas fe mettre fous Jo.

tutele du Roy d''Angleterre . His Highnefs faid, He would not tell me who it

was : And I reply'd^ He needed notj for I knew the Stile too well, not to be
Ture it was Monfieur Aleyercroori's : The Prince confefs'd it was fo, but defi-

red me not to fpeak of it : I do it now only to Your Majefty ; and that Your
Majefty may fee how far Vou may rely upon the Difcourfes of fuch Foreign
Minifters, who fay only what they think will pleafe, inftead of what rhey
know is true. If Your Majefty defireth to make any farther Ufe of this than
Your own Information, I will ask the Prince Leave to tell itj if not, I hope
Your Majefty will manage his Highnefs's Credit with his Allies, and mine
with himi and that You will pleafe to pardon this Interruption, from,

SIR,

Tour Majejly^s mojl Loyal,

and moft Obedient

Subje6l and Servant.

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

Hague, March 27. N. S. 1676.
SIR,

BY Yours of the ipth paft^ I received Orders to propofe his Majefty's
late Expedient formally to this State j but upon the Prince oi Ormge\

Advice, I gave You notice of my deferring it till his Majefty's Pleafure were
known, after the Account I had given of its Reception here upon Monfieur Van
Beiminghen's tranfmitting it from his Majefty's own Mouth, and a formal Con-
ference between the States and all their Allies upon it. By Yours of Ma/'-h
the ?d, I received the notice of that Account being come to Your Hand, but
Vol. II. B b b z wa?
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was referred to the next for Knowledge of his Majcfty's Mind upon ic, after

the producing it the Sunday following at the Foreign Committee. The 'Tuef-

dafs Port after that, brought me nothing at all from You ; but the next Fri-

day's Pod being now come in, brought me Yours of the loth Current} which
fays not a Word more to me upon this whole Matter, but that his Majefty ex-

pected the States and their Allies Anfwcr upon the Point. I thought it my
Duty, immediately upon Receipt of this Letter, and Confidcration of the for-

mer Circumftances, to put in the inclofed Memorial with the formal PropoG-
tion of it to the States j though I had, in two late ones of mine, given You.

Account, both from the Prince's and Penfioner's, and feveral others Difcour-

fes, what Succefs i had Reafon to expeft, and, confequcntly, why I delay'd

it till firther Orders. I know very well, that the Count d' Ejlradcs^ in his

AmbafTy here, received twice pofitive Orders from the King his Mafter to

propofe Things in his Name to the States, which had been grounded upon
Monfieur Fan Beuninghens Dilcourfes in that Court j but the Count finding

that they would be refufed here, fuppreffed his Orders, and fent his Mafter
word that he had done fo, becaufe he would not expofe his Majefty's

Name and Honour in a Thing wherein he was fure to be refufed. I know
very well, his Conduft was both approved, and he received Thanks for it

from the molt Chriftian King. I confefs, mine ftiould have been the fame upon
thisOccafion, iflhad notknownmy wantof Credit to fupport mej and that, in

fuch Cafes, 'tis fit for fuch a Man only to obey, which muft be my partj and
therefore it will be Yours to expeft it from me, and to confider how I am in-

flrudted. I could not yet receive any Anfwer to my Memorial, becaufe they
would be fure to do nothing in it, without a Conference with their Allies > but
fhall prefs them to it with Diligence, and with Wifhes, that I may find my
felf deceived in the Meafures I have taken here, or given from hence in this

Matter j tho' I do not remember to have yet failed in thofe I have hitherto

given You, in any one Point, and fhould be glad to be put in mind of it, if

I do. •

For thofe given his Majefty by the Foreign Minifters about him, I think
You have had fome Experience of late how they are to be rely'd upon : And
though they may be excufed, as proceeding from fo good and fo important a

Defign, as I fuppofe they have, of making their Court well to his Majefty,

by fuch Advances or Compliances as have been lately among them ; yet, I
doubt whether You have Reafon to ground upon them fo far in Matters where
his Majefty's Service may be concerned

.

I told tiie Prince, That Don Pedro de Ronquillo had approved of his Majefty's

Expedient there j upon vv'hich his Highnefs reply'd. That it might be fo > but
he was fure he had written to Don Emanuel de Lyra in a very different Style.

You now tell me, That the DaniJI} Envoy there, came on purpofe to You, to

iuftify their Minifter here, upon his having been reprefented from hence to

have oppofed and argued againft his Majefty's Expedient ; whereas he never

had exprefs'd any Diflike or Prejudice to that Matter. I defire You will pleafe

to tell Your Danifl} Envoy from me (at leaft:, if You think fit) That I will

leave that Matter to be difputed by Monfieur Meyercroon with the Prince of
Orange and the Penfioner Fagel ; who both told me very much the contrary,

and I own to have written fo from their Mouths. And fince he brings me into

the Lifts upon this Occafion, I do not only name my Principals ; but I quefti-

on not to find fo much Credit with fome of the Minifters of the Allies here,

as to know fome remarkable ^^'ords of Monfieur Meyercroo;i'% upon this Occa-
fion at the Conference, which will be very fit for his Majefty to know, whe-
ther he pleafes to difcourfe them or no.

I will add but one Word more upon this Subjeft > which is. That what Mea-
fures I give You of this kind, I have from the Prince's and Penfioner's Difcour-

fesj in which I have not yet found my felf deceived, nor ever known their

Opinions contefted by the States here once fincc my coming over, in any Mat-
ter that concerned Peace or War, or any Foreign Alliances.

On
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On the other fide, if You doubt of my giving You other Lights at any
time than they give me, I am content You ihould fend any Letter of mine over
to them by another Hand, and l<now whether I have either deceived, or been
deceived in my Reports from their Difcourfes with me.

S I R^

I'our.y &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague^ March ti. N.S. i6j6.

S I Ri

IN my lafl: Letter of the iyth, I gave You an Account of my having pro-

pofed his Majefty's Expedient formally to the States. But having done it

after many Difcouragements, in my feveral Difcourfes with the Prince, Pen-

fioner, and other Minillers of this State, as well as their Allies, and without

any direft Orders from his Majefty, after he had received the Knowledge of

thofe Difcouragements i I was in fome Pain to judge whether I had done well

or no, till I was eafed of it by Yours of the 14th j which brought me his Ma-
jefty's pofitive Command to that purpofe. I have yet no Anfwer to my Me-
morial, nor can expeft it before this Poll goes away j this Afternoon being

appointed for the Conference between the States and their Allies upon it.

Yefterday was the Conference of the Commiffioners with the Prince; who told

me. The States continued of the fame Mind they were; which was, That
they could not break from their Allies in this Point, notwithllanding their

Defires to comply with any thing that ihould be propofed by his Majefty. He
added, That the Minifters of the Confederates here, would, he believed,

make no other Anfwer, but that having no Power to conclude upon fuch a

Point, they would report it to their relpe£tive Principals, and expert their

Orders.

I told the Penfioner, fince my laft, the Juftification that had been made
You there, by Monfieur Gioel, of the Danijlj and Brandenburgh Minifters

Carriage here upon this Matter, and what I had written to You upon it, of

my leaving Monfieur Meyercr$on to difpute that Matter with the Prince and

him. The Penfioner reply'd, That he knew very v>'ell he ftiould not be trou-

bled with any fuch Difpute ; for neither Monfieur Aleyercroon nor Blafpyle

would fay that to him, which they were fI^id to have written into England

:

That the Warmth of Monfieur Meyercroon had been greater than any other

Minifter's here; and Monfieur Blafpyk had that very Morning told him again.

That the more he had thought of that Expedient, the more he found it im-

prafticable; becaufe not only the Form of the Paflports muft be left to his

Majefty, but in cafe of any Difficulty, or Breach of them, which fiiould oc-

cafion Difputes among the Parties, the Interpretation of them muft be left to

his Majefty too: Nor could it eafily be found out how the Violator of any

fuch PalTport ftiould be punilhed, which was proper for every Prince to do in

cafe of his own Subjefts, as 'twas a Right that could not be given up to ano-

ther.

That You may have one Inftance more, how ingenuoufly You are dealt with
by the Foreign Minifters with You in this Matter: The Prince told me. That
Monfieur Fan Beuninghen writ in his laft Letter, That he was encouraged to

prefs this Matter ftill, by the Hopes I gave his Majefty, that it would be ac-

cepted here. Whereas, You know what the Stile of my Letters has been upon
this
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this Subject, from my very firft Difcourfcs with the Prince : Nor could they

have been true if they had'been othcrwifc. Nor fli.ill J ever give his MajclW

any Reprefentu'tions tliat I do not think to be right and true, till he Ihall

plcafc to tell mc, That he had rather be deceived with falfc Lights, than be

ditplcafcd with true ones.

Upon what You tell me, of a Refolution of the States, that came by chance

to "^'our Hands, bearing Date the loth of Mjrch, which was the Day the

Prince firll fpoke to mc of this Matter j and that it would have been well

that You had received a Copy of it earlier from my Hands : I will confefs, I

knew fuch a Refolution was taken, but not at all the \\ ords or Particulars of

it; and that about I'our or Five Days after, 1 faw a Copy of it, and in ray-

next Letter fcnt You an Account of what was in it. But it is not a Thing
You mull: expect of me, to be able to give You Copies or Accounts of fuch

Refolutions ; tho' You call them Refolutions of the States General : Whereas,

tho' they pals for fuch, and have the Authority of them ; yet, they are fo

far from being lb, that many times the States General know nothing of them
in Three Months after they are taken. And tho' Y'ou are pleafed to fay, That
Copy came to Y'our Hands by chance, yet, I am furc, it muft have come by
Monlieur Fan Bcnningben, or fome others of the States Minifters in other

Courts, or elfe by the Minifters of fome of their Allies. And, upon this Oc-
cafion, it will be fit to inform You, of a Conftitution in this State, whicli, I

fuppofe. You are not acquainted with > but which is become the chiefRefort

of the Government .here.

In the War between his Majefty and this State, begun the Year i6(5f, Mon-
iAcnx- delVitt propolcd and procured a Commiilion to be granted by the States

General to Eight Commiflioners, of Vv'hich, two Holland, and one of each
other Province; who wtre called, The Commiflioners of Secret Affairs.

Thefe were then chofen of fuch Men who were perfeftly in Confidence with
him. Power was given them by their Commiirion, To deliberate, to ad:, to

execute, in all Matters that were referred to them by the States, with the

fame Authority that the States themfelves could do; and yet the Liberty of
doing it with fuch Secrecy, that they were not bound to give any Account of
what they refolved to the States j but at fuch Times as they themfelves

thought fit. The Matters referr'd to their Management, were, All that con-
cerned the War, any Foreign Alliances, the Propofals and even Conclufions

of Treaties, in cafe they were eftcemed neccfiary to be kept fecret for a Time
upon particular Reafons of State. All Refolutions taken by thefe Commifli-
oners, were figned by the Deputy as Prefidenr, who was of the fame Province
with the Prefident of the States General, who was the only Officer that at-

tended thefe Commiflioners in their fecret Deliberations. Thefe Refolutions

fo figned, were fent to their Generals, Admirals, Ambaffadors, and other
publick Minifters Abroad, for their Inftrudlions, by which they a<5ted ; and
were obfervcd and obeyed as the Refolutions of the States General, who had,
indeed, only the Name and Form, whilll thefe Commiflioners had the whole
Management of Peace and War : And the Difpofal of Ofiices and Levies of

Monies remained (as You know) in the Provincial Afl'emblies. It was with
thefe Men I concluded that Treaty in 1668, in five Days time, which made fo

great a Change in the Mcafures of Chrijlendom : And Monfieur de IVitt there

told me, That by this Inftitution, the Government had avoided thofe two Re-
proaches ufually laid upon Commonwealths, of wanting Secrecy in their Coun-
cils, and Suddenncfs in their Executions.

Upon the laft Change of the Government here, and the rcftoring of the

Prince oi Orayige x.o the Poft of his Anceftors, this Inftitution of Monfieur de

IVitt was thought fit to be continued, but with this only Change, They were
firft to confult with his Highncfs before they pafs'd any Refolutions $ which,
in fhort, has devolved the whole Power and Management of Aftiiirs upon the
Pripce, in Conjunftion with thefe Commiliioners j of whom the Penfioner is

one, and hath "the Influence among the reft, that Monfieur dc IViit had be-
fore. This, as You may imagine, is ftomach'd by many in the Province and

the
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the Towns; but, however, it goes down, and being grown into a Piece with
the Authority of the Prince, does not fc?eni likely to change, but with the Di-
minution thereof.

Yet the Penfioner, in any difficult Cafes, fbmetimes fummoneth the Mini-
flcrs of the Twelve Chief Towns in the Province of Holland to confult with >

and upon the next Afiembly of the States of Holland, ufually gives them an
Account of all Matters that have been afted by the Commiilioners fince the
preceding AlTembly, unlefs they judge the Reafon or NeceiHty of Secrecy to

continue rtill. The Penfioner told me, He had laft Week given them an Ac-
count of all that had pafs'd in the Difficulties of the Paflports, and efpecially

that of Lorrain; the Refolution of their Allies to ftick to that Point of having
that Duke's Stile allowed him; and the Opinion of the Commiffioncrs, that

this State was bound by their Treaties to adhere to them in that Pretence.
That the States oi Holland had unanimoufly approved of their Conduct in this

v/hole Matter.

Now the Refolution You mention of the States General, was a Refolution
of thefc Commiffioncrs (who are called fometimes, Of the Secret, and fome-
times. Of the Foreign Affairs, which is, indeed, their proper Bufinefs fince

the Change of the Government, the Management of the War being left

wholly to the Prince) nor do I believe, the States General have yet any
Knowledge of that Refolution j nor is it to be had otherwife, than from the
Prince, or one of thefe Eight Commiffioncrs, who are fworn to Secrecy, or

fome of the Ambaffiadors or Foreign Miniilers of this State, to whom fuch
Refolutions are ufually fent; to fome for Infl:ru6tion, and for Information to

others who are in Credit with the Government. This, I thought, might be
very material for his Majefty and Minifters to know, as the main Reffort of
the prefent Government, and by which you may judge where the Power lies,

how it moveth, and what is often meant by Refolutions of the States General,
which is grown a Term common to them^ and to thefe Commiffioncrs.

I have delivered his Majefty's Letters for the Emperor and Duke of Bran-
denburgh, to their refpeclive Minifters here, fo as you may reckon upon them
as gone away by this Day's Ordinary. The Marquis de Grana is ftill here, de-

tained, for thefe Two or Three laft Days, upon the Endeavours of compofing
the Pretcnfions of the feveral Confederates to the paft and future Conquefts in

the Dutchy of Bremen; their Diflenfions having given fome delay to the Be-
ginning of that Siege.

The States of Holland refolved this laft Afl'embly upon the Building of Six

Ships, Four whereof to be of Eighty Guns a piece. I told the Prince, I belie-

ved they did it for a good Countenance, and to make the World believe they

were richer than they found themfelves : His Highnefs fmiledj and faid, It

might be fo ; but upon France having fo manyPShips, and of the greateft Rate,
he thought they might have Reafon here to look a little more about them

:

But, for himfelf, he had no part in this Refolution, and would have been
glad the Money might have been employed this Year upon the Land Forces.

That it was done by the States of Holland, and at the Inftance of the chief

Trading Towns, efpecially Amfterdam and Rotterdam. I told the Prince^

They might talk what they would of the French.^ and their Growth at Sea

:

But whenfoever I faw them building Ships here of that Size, I fhould believe,

it was done with fome Refleftions upon us. The Prince replied thefe Words :

Shall I tell you the Truth? Ton may be fure, while the tVorldfiands, ive ivillnez-er

fall out -with England, // 'xe can help it; but if you ivill fall out ivith us, whether

ive will or no, we fjould be forry to be found unprovided. I faid, I believed, that

would be as little as t'other, now his Highnefs was where he ihould be. And
fo the Matter ended.

SIR,

TeurSi &c.
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, j^pril'^. N.S. i6j6.

SIR,

SINCE my laft of the jift paft, I have none from you j and intended not

to trouble you this Ordinary, had I not been engaged to it by an Incident

Ycfterdayj of which it is neceflary to give his Majelly an Account.

In the Morning Monfieur Sylvercroone came to me, and told me, The Ship

defigned for Gottenburg would be ready to fet fail to morrow, and that Mon-
fieur Mortagne was to go with the Paflports and the Ratification of tlie late

Marine Treaty. He told me. Great Talk had been raifed in England of his

preffing this Difpatchi and juftified himfelf upon his Orders, as well as his

Intentions, only to favc Time in advancing the Congrefs. In the Afternoon

the Greffier Fagel came to me from the States, to defire me. That I would in-

terchange the Swedijh Paflports and theirs, which were both in my Hands j

they and the Sivedijh Minifters being both agreed upon ir. I had Recourfe to

your Letter of A/«rf/& 3. wherein I found thefe Words: *' That his Majcfty
*' entirely approved my Condudt in the Matter of the SwcdiJIi Paflports, and
*' my refufing to countenance any feparate Interchange of them. That his

*' Majefty's Office being one common and general Mediation, and of one ge-
*' neral Peace, could not countenance or fufFer any feparate Steps, in whatfo-
*' ever kind they were made." Upon this, I thought my felf obliged to

refufe abfolutely to deliver the Paflports of one or t'other, unlefs the general

Interchange of all Parties were agreed upon j or I received particular Orders

from his Majefliy. The Grefiier feemed much furprized at this Anfwerj told

me, The Intention of this Difpatch, was only in order to a general Peace,

they hafl:ning the Arrival of thofe Minifl:ers who were farthcfl: oflF, and like to

find molt Difficulty in coming to the Congrefs : That the Swedifi Paflports

were ient hither from the States Envoy, and put into my Hands by him, the

Greffier, fo as they might reafonably demand them again, when they were
agreed upon the Exchange with the S-wedifi Minifl:ers : That I had not made
any Difficulty of it, when the Penfioner had fpoken to me upon the firft: Pro-

pofal of their fending a Ship > and he fuppofed I would not do it now, when
it was ready to go. I confefs'd the laft j but faid, I had fince received the

farther Knowledge of his Majefty's Mind in Cafes of this Nature : That it

was true, I hud received the Paflports by their Hands ; but with Intention, as

I underftood, to refervc them for a general Interchange : and repeated again.

That I could not deliver them without his Majefty's Onlcr j but that I would
not fail to acquaint him with it by this Ordinary. Bciides the Words of your
Letter above-mentioned, I confidered his Majefty's being now engaged in the

Offer of the late Expedient, which puts the Bufinefs of Paflports nito another

"Way. And upon both thefe Circumftances, I thought it my Duty to make
this Refufal j though, I find, it will very much break their Meafures taken in

this Matter} and will be interpreted, or rather accufcd both by them and the

Sivedijh Minifters, as a Delay of the Treaty. I muft refer my felf to his Ma-
jefty's Judgment, whether I have done well or no, and expe£t his Orders

either to purfue or amend it.

The Conference upon my laft Memorial has been put off till this Afternoon,

by Three long Conferences upon the Bufinefs of Bremen; which is at length

agreed, and the Siege of Staden will go on.

I fhall trouble you no farther, but to wifli you the good Feafts, and to

affurc you of my being,

SIR,

7'our, &c.

To
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S I Rj

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague^ Jprilj. N. S. 1676.

TH E Penfioner told me this Morning, I IhoulJ be polTefied of the States

Anfwer to my Memorial concerning his iVlajefty's Expedient, time e-

nough to fend it away this Ordinary. He added farther. That this Anfwer
was made by a formal Refolution of the States General themfelves, and not
by the CommifTioners of the Secret Affairs. I hear, it was refolved by thefe

laft, at their Conference upon it, that iho' all the rell of their Allies fliould

confent to it, yet, by their Treaties, they (the States) could not do fo, if

Lorrain refufed it. The Marquis de Grana received Letters from the Empe-
ror before he left this Place, and Monfieur Campicht lince, with Orders, as

they fay, pofitively to refufe it. I am forry to have given his Majefty fo true

Mcafures of this Matter from the very Beginnings and fhould have been glad
to find my felf difcredited by his Majefty's meeting with fuch a Return upop
it, as he was perfuaded to expe£t by Men that ought to have known more of
their Mailers Mind, than it feems they did. But fince you were pleafed to

tell me, his Majelly's Honour was not at all concerned in thefe kind of Re-
fufals, I have all the Reafons that can be to befatisfied. Before that, I confefs,

I was of Opinion, that it was not fo in any Propofals which his Majefty only

handed from one Party to another : But I was very folicitous to fee nothing
refufed that came from his Majefty himfelf, and as his own.
Upon my pofttive Refufal to deliver the Swedifi Paflports, or thofe of the

States for Sweden^ without his Majefty's Orders, they have not thought fit, it

feems, either to attend that Delay, or to lofe the Meafures altogether which
they had taken in that Matter} and therefore have difpatch'd their Ship for

dottenburg with new Paflports from the States, and Orders to exchange them
for new Paflports from that Crown.
The Count Montecuculi has excufed himfelf from ferving this Campaign;

and Monfieur Serinchamps tells me, that Orders are already come to the Duke
oi Lorrain to command the Imperial Army. The Prince fays, he will go to

morrow Night to Bergapzoom, and fo to the Rendezvous. Whether he will

make a Step hither again before they march from thence, is uncertain.

/ am.

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, April 14. N. S. i6j6.

SIR,

SINCE my laft of this Day Sc'nnight, I am to acknowledge three of

Yours : One by a private Hand, in purfuance of his Majefty's Letter in

Favour of the Jews detained at Surinam , the others of the 21ft and 18th paft:

I do not find either of the laft contains any thing which requires Anfwer j far-

ther than to fay, that I meet with nothing more here of Noife or Complaint
concerning Mr. Skelton's Stay at Ratisbonne : What it may have occafioned in

the Empire, Monfieur Ducksr will, I fuppofe, entertain you with fuddenly.

Vol. IL C cc as
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as he did mc Yefterday here in his way to the Briel, from whence he deligned

to pals with this Pacquct.

For Moiiilcur Fan Beuainghen's kft Memorial, I find it of a different Strain

from the States Anfwer to mine j and confefs, this was different from what I

expcclied •, which was only, the Allies Minifters referring themfelvcs to new
Orders from their Maflers. But, I believe, they took a Pride in fliewing the

Amplencfs of their Powers, to conclude iVlattcrs of the greatell moment in

whatever concerns the Confederacy, without any Rccourfe to their Mafters.

Monfieur de Lyra told me the Night before the Conference where that Anfwer

was agreed on, that he had never yet taken any thing ad referendum fince he

came hither j and that he would not begin now: That he had made a Dozen
Treaties without any Orders at all : That he had Power to do whatever he

thought would be for the Service of his Matter, without farther Inftruftions.

This Morning the Brandenburgh Minifler brought me the Inclofed for his

Majcftyj and Ihewing me a Copy of it, I told him, that his Mailer had

treated his Majefty's Expedient fomething better in his Letter, than his Mi-
nifters had done in their late Conferences. He replied, that they had a gene-

ral Order to conform themfelves here with the Minifters of the other Allies,

in all Affairs relating to the Confederacy: That they had done fo in this

Matter, though their Mafter fat loofer than the reft in it, having no particu-

lar Treaty with the Duke of Lorrain^ as the Houfe of Aujlria and this State

had. He told me, the young Prince of Brandenburgh was now incognito at

jimfterdam^ but going from thence fuddenly towards Cajfel^ to purfue the

Match defigned between him and the young Princefs of HeJ's.

You are pleafed to fay, in your Letter concerning the Je'ws at Surinam,

that you were informed from the Perfon who brought me his Majefty's Let-

ter, that 1 had made fome Difficulty upon it, for want of fomething more
particular from you. He was an ill Informer : For what I faid to him was,

that upon a Difference I obferved between the firft Claufe of the Petition,

whereon his Majefty's Letter was grounded j faying, the Jews complaining,

were free Denizens of England: and a Claule in the Governor of Surinam's

Anfwer to the Commiflioners Proteftj faying, he had hindred no Jews from
going, that were free Denizens of England : I thought it necedary for me to

know which of thofe Allegations were true : And wonder'd you had not faid

a Word to me upon this Matter in any of your Letters, which you ufually

did upon the Difpatch of fuch Letters to me from his Majefty. He under-

took to inform me of the Truth in thofe Allegations ; and has fince fent me
word from Amflerdaniy that though they were not all free Denizens, yet he
was fure, his Majefty's Meaning was, to redeem them as if they were. And,
I fuppofe, his double Diligence put him upon troubling you for a Letter upon
what I faid. I fhall foon give you an Account of this Matter, if the Penfio-

ner's Abfence for fome Days, does not retard this, as well as other Bulinefs.

/ am,

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To
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To Sir William Godolphin.

Hagtte^ yipril if. N. S. 1676.

My Lordf

I
Have the Honour of one from your Excellency of the 2fth paft, by this

Ordinary, which gave me an Account, with more Certainty and Particu-

lars, of the Rumour we had before concerning the Arrival of the Spanijh Gal-

leons. The Reflexions you make upon it, are a true Pifture of IVIankind, and

the Motions that are frequently made in their Minds, by Accidents, that

touch them, perhaps, no farther than their Ears. The Effeds of this kind

reach even to thefe Parts, and, I believe, to the very Extent of this great

Confederacy. This Place is now as dead as I have feen any great Town, or

Seat of publick Bufinefs, the Prince being gone laft Week into the Field, at

leaft, to the firft Rendezvous of his Troops near Rofendale^ and with him all

the Company that ufed to fill this Place. The Difgrace of the Chancellor in

Denmark^ and the Preparations for the Siege of Staden and Philipsburg^ take

up moft Talk here at this Time 5 but will, I fuppofe, foon give way to the

Aftions now likely to begin fomething nearer us : The French Defigns upon
Tpre^ Jire^ or Charlemont, or fome other confiderable Place in Flanders, be-

ing like to open a great Scene there. The Forces of the Confederates will

certainly be very great, as well as thofe of the French, and feem all to con-

fpire towards a very aftive and bloody Campaign.
The talk of the Congrefs feems fo out of Date, that I am concerned for

Sir Lyonell Jenkins's melancholy Poft at Nimeguen% which ftill continues in

Expectation, rather than Hopes, of fome lucky Incident that may ftill re-

vive it,

Iam ever^ with much RefpeU and 'truth.

My Lord,

Tour Excellency's

mojl Faithful

Humble Servants

To the KING.
Hague, April z\. N. S. 1676.

May if pteafe Tour Majefty,

TH E Day before the Prince of Orange left this Placej I attended him at

HounJJerdyke.. upon his own Appointment } and telling me feveral timesj

that he had fomething to fay to me before he went into the Field, and defi-

red it might be there, and at fome Leifure. When we were alone in the Gar-
den, he was pleafed to tell mc, I would eafily believe the Inftances of the

State, and of his Friends, as well as the Condition of his Family, muft needs

have put him often upon the Thoughts of marrying j but he had been ftill

in hopes, that the Conclufion of a Peace would have made Way for it, fooner

than he now thought it was like to do : For, at prefent, he did not ice when
or how that could be brought about, unlefs Your Majefty would refolve upon
fuch Conditions, as you fhould think fit to have it made upon i and fo pro-

pofe them to the Parties, who were otherwife too diftant in their Pretenfions,

Vo L. II, C c c a w
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to agree cafily themfelvcs. That, upon this ProfpccV, he began to think, his

Marriage could not longer attend upon the Motions of the Peace, which might

be very How and uncertain > and, therefore, he would tell me, freely. That he

was refolvcd, in cafe he returned from this Campaign, to ncglefi: no Time, or

Paces, that could be made in the Purfuit of it. That for the Perfon, I might be

fure his Inclinations would lead him into England^ though he did not know what
Difpofitions he fhould meet with there > and, while the War lafted, it might
on this Side, admit of much Rcfleftions, both from this State and their Allies.

That, however, he \vould not go into the Field without writing to Your Ma-
jelly, and to the Duke, of what he had fo much at heart j and begging the

Permiflion, that, immediately after the Campaign ended, he might go over

into England. That he thought this would be neceflary, both that he might
make his own Purfuit himfelf, in an Affair that fo nearly concerned him; and
that, by asking Leave fo early, no Time might be loft upon that Occafion,

when the Campaign was over. That he had Reafon to dcfire this Affair

might, at prcfent, be managed with all the Secrecy that could be, and there-

fore was refolved to put the Letters concerning it into my Hands, and de-

fired ray Wife might deliver them, both to Your Majefty, and his Royal
Highnefs, and that he would take care to fend them to me before he went.

This was the Sum of his Highnefs's Difcourfe to me, when I took leave

of hin:i ; and his Letters both for Your Majefty and the Duke, being fome
Days after come to my Hands, I thought it my Duty to fend them, according
to the Direftions I receiv'd from the Prince, and fliall leave Your Majefty to

know the reft from his own Hand ; though, I think, I have not miftaken any
Thing of what he faid to me upon this OccaGon. 1 ftiall not farther increafe

Your Majefty's prefent Trouble, than by the humble Profefllons of that per-

fe6t Devotion wherewith I am, and ftiall be ever,

S I R^

Tour Majefty''sJ &c.

To the Duke o/YORK.

Hague, Jpril zj. N. S. i6j6.

May it pleafe Tour Highmfs,

WHen I took leave of the Prince o? Orange, at his going to the Army,
he was pleafed to tell me the Refolutions he had taken of writing to

Your Highnefs, upon an Occafion he had fo much at Heart; and that he
would do it before he went into the Field. He faid. He was refolved to apply
himfelf directly to Your Highnefs, in all that concerned it, and to beg Your
Interceffion with his Majefty, that he might have Leave to go over into Eng-
gland, immediately after the Campaign ended. That he would likewifc write

to his Majefty at the fame Time, to beg his Permiflion. And becaufe he had
Reafon to defire, that whatever Paces he made, at prefent, in this Point, might
be fecret, he was refolved to put his Letters into my Hands > and defired that

my Wife, upon her going over, might herfelf deliver them both to his Ma-
jefty and Your Highnefs, I thought it my Duty to obfervc thefe Directions:

And having, by the fame Hand, given his Majefty an Account of the Man-
ner, and Circumftance, with which the Prince was pleafed to enter into thefe

Difcourfes ; I ftiall not prefumc to trouble Your Highnefs with the bare Repe-
tition of them, nor with any Thing more, at prcfent, than the humble Pro-
fcflions of the Devotion and Tnith wherewith I am always,

SIR,
Tour Highnefs'sJ &c.

To
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Hague, May f. A''. S. \6j6.
SIR,

Since my laft of this Day Se'nnight, I am to acknowledge the Favour of
two from You J the firll of the 14th paft, inclofing the Articles concluded

by Sir John Norborough, with thofe of Tripoli, very much to his iVlajefty's Ho-
. nour, and the Advantage of his Subjcds. The fecond, containing a large

and particular Deduftion of the feveral Confiderations had by his Majcfty,
after his Return, upon the States Anfwer to my Memorial, as well as upon
Monfieur F'an Beuninghen's Memorial, concerning the late Expedient propo-
fed by his Majefty, and the Diverfity obferved between them. I hope I have
fully comprehended his Majefty's Mind in this Matter, as well from this lalV,

as from the former Accounts You have pleafed to give me of it ; and having
had the good Fortune to make fome Paces perfeftly agreeable to it, upon In-

cidents wherein I could not be previoufly inftrufted, I may well afl'ure You of
my keeping clofe to it, in thofe where I am. This I conceive to be the chief

Intention of the Lights You have laft given me; and not that his Majefty in-

tended I fliould make any Reprefentations upon them to the States ; but only

be prepared to reafon thofe Matters with them, in cafe any Thing arifes from
them here, upon the Paper You intended to put into Monfieur F'an Beuninghen's

Hands, whereof You pleafe to promife mc a Copy by the next; and to fay,

what You writ laft was for my own Information ; and that Monfieur F'an Beu-
ninghcH had excufed himfelf, for giving that Account to his Mafters by that

Ordinary. I have not therefore entered into any Difcourfes of this Matter}
nor {hall, without Occafion given me by them herej or, at Icaft, the Know-
ledge of their having received Your Paper intended Monfieur Fan Beuninghen:

But will only tell You my Doubts, from what I obferve in Your laft Letter $

That, as he was fometimes engaged farther for his ^'! afters, than he had
Power to make good to his Majefty ; fo he may have engaged farther for his

Majefty to them (upon private, or common Difcourfes, pafs'd from his Ma-
jefty to him, upon Occafion of the Lorrain Pafiports) than was ever intended,

or could, indeed, be fo, in a Cafe not at all then forefeen. For in all our
Conferences upon that Subjeft, they were ever full of the Aflurances given by
his Majefty to Monfieur Fan Beuninghen, and from his own Mouth, that there

Ihould be no Difficulty in the Faflports for Lorrain. But their Induction I al-

ways thought fitter for Leyden than the Hague : That it was all one to have no
Faflports granted, as not to have them granted in due Form : Whereas, what
was the due Form, happened to be a Thing w^hoUy in Difpute. But the Bot-

tom of all this, I fuppofe, is. That the Parties are not yet weary enough of
the War, to ufe any Compliances towards the Forming ofaCongrefs; whofe
Motions muft depend upon that of the Campaign, while it lafts. So that, for

ought I fee, this Knot is of thofe that muft be cut through, and cannot be

untied.

I took care to fatisfy the Emperor's Minifter here about Mr. Skelton's Con-
du6t, both from what You and He writ me upon that Subjeft. And this

Minifter took as much care to have me believe, there was nothing of his own
in what had pafs'd ; but that he had made the Complaint here, formally, to

the States, as well as the other Confederate Minifters, by the exprcfs Com-
mands of the Emperor himfelf. I think we are both fatisfied in the Matter ;

fince I cannot blame any Minifter's Conduft, which is by his Mafter's Order:

and, I fuppofe, there is nothing likely to arife farther upon this Occafion.

I fent Yefterday the States Pafles to the Domefticks of the French Ambafl*a-

dors at Nimeguen, for their Return to Charleville, upon a Letter I received

from the Ambafladors themfelves, to that purpofe : Which I take for no ve-

ry good Sign as to the Congrefs i though they aflured me it was only une af-

fairt
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faire domejlifuc^ and they regarded nothing more than their own Convenien-

ces during their Stay where they were, or in order to their Journey by Land
to Nimeguen.

I amy

SIR,

Tour, Sec.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, May ii. N. S. i6j6.

SIR,
LAST Night, about Ten a-Clock, arrived here the Exprcfs You were plea-

fed to fend away with the Zorr<?/« Paflport, inclofed in Yours of the 27th

paft : Which I received with great Senfe of fo happy Succefs, in an Affair by

which his Majefty will receive no lefs Honour than Satisfaction ; and where-

of I have now, for fome Time, fomuch defpaired. I thought to have detained

the Exprefs till I had fpoken with the Penfioner upon itj but the Mafter of the

Veffel that brought him prefles fo much his Difpatch, and the Penfioner ha-

ving excufed receiving me this Morning at his own Houfe, upon the Affurance

of feeing me at mine : I doubted his Hour, after the Aflembly rifes, might
be too late for the other's Impatience} and therefore refolved to let them
make what Hafte they pleafed away, with this Acknowledgment of having

received their Difpatch, and with the Inclofure of the Memorial I have drawrj

up, and refolve this Morning to put in upon it. The Joy, as well as Surprize,

will be here as great as can agree with the Anxieties they are in at prefent,

upon the certain News arrived Yefterday from their Army, of the Prince's

beginning to march, on the 7th Evening, with Refolution to attempt the rai-

fing the Siege of Bouchain; cither by attacking the French Camp at Kievraine,

or that before Bouchain } which may very well produce fome decifive Aftion.

1 now fee no farther Difficulty in the forming of the Congrefs, nor Delay, be-

fidcs the Diftance of Ways j unlefs fome may be occafioned by the Pafiports

of the Allies, running in the firft propofed Form, with Liberty of Couriers,

which though France hath, in a manner, confented to, yet their Paflports in

my Hands being wholly without the mention of it, I know not yet whether

the Minifters of the Allies will raife any Difficulty upon exchanging their

larger Paffports for thofe of France, that arc, in that Particular, more re-

ftrained. But I hope to overcome this Difficulty, by the penchant of this

State to fee the Congrefs formed; and by propofing, in cafe they make the

Difficulty, That the Exchange however may be made, though with Referve

of that Claufe not being of Force, unlefs France fhall confent to the fame Li-

berty for the Confederates.

Whatever may farther occur between this and To-morrow Night, fhall go
in Courfe by the Ordinary, fo as I fhall not lengthen this, by any Thing that

was to make up that Difpatch, but only afTure You of my being.

Tour, 8cc.

To
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, May 12. N.S. i6j6.
S 1 Ry

IAm to acknowledge the Favour of two from You by the Ordinary of the

2fth and 28th paft. The firft brought my feveral inclofed Copies, and with
them a Letter of his Majefty's to the Emperor, which I have put into his Mi-
nifter's Hand, and went away by the Ordmary of this Morning.

iMonfieur Fan Beiminghen kept his Word with You, and writ not over hi-
ther the Sum of Your Conference with him, till the Poll after that which
brought it me from Your Hands. Nor did the Penfioner enter very far with
me upon it ; only excufing the Signification of the Word juger^ which they
meant only for the Expreifion of his IVIajefty's Opinion j and profefTmg to be
forry for any Offence his Majelly had taken at it. He laid, He was unwilling
any Way Ihould be given to Complaints on that Side } and that I was Wit-
nefs, how little he had troubled me with any, and how he had ftopp'd fome
from the Minifters of the Allies here : That otherwife they might have Rea-
fon to make fome Refleftions upon our Condu6t of late in England ; befides
what they had been forced to take Notice of by Monfieur Van Bainingben, of
his Majefty's giving Leave to raife a new Regiment in Scotland, for the French
Service, contrary to the exprefs Article of the laft Treaty, whatever might
be laid for Recruits of the old. But the Negotiations of feveral Perfons going
abroad with Charafters from his Majefty, troubled him yet more, though
the States had not thought fit to complain of them. I told him, I thought
they did very wifely, confidering how little Ground fome of thofe Reports
were found to have. Upon which he replied. That himfelf had read a Let-
ter from the Princefs of Couriand, wherein he fays, That de Crofs (who, it

feems, had been formerly a Servant to the Prince her Husband) had writ
him a Letter, upon his coming to Copenhagen^ wherein he told him, That he
came thither with a Commilfion, and Inftru£tions, from his Majefty, to nego-
tiate a feparate Peace between that Crown and Sweden. I exculed my felffrom
believing. That either his Majefty would enter into any feparate Mediation j

or, if he did, that he would choofe a Perfon for it, who would tell his Com-
miffion where it was neceflary. And fo his Difcourfe ended.

On Saturday laft Monfieur Blafpyle came to me, and told me, He had cer-
tain Advice of fix Ships equipping at Rochel, with four Men of War to convoy
them, being laden with Corn, and other Neceflaries, for the Relief of the
S'wedijh'^laces either m Bremen or Pomerania-y and that their Intention was to
go firft into England, and there get Palfes from his Majefty. That though he
•was confident his Majefty would do nothing contrary to the Office of a true
and impartial Mediator-, yet he defired me that I would give his Minifters No-
tice of this Pretenfion of thcfe French Ships, which they feemed to believe them-
felves fecure of fucceeding in v and which would be diredly againft the In-
terefts of the Eleftor his Matter.

Since the Difpatch of Your Exprefs Yefterday, with the Anfwer of what
he brought me from You of the 27th, inclofing the Lorrain PafTports, the
States have had a Conference with the Minifters of the Allies j and, as I con-
jefturedat firft, fome Difficulty was made about the Exchange of PafTports > up-
on the Difference in them, in Relation to the Liberty of Couriers. But the
Penfioner fends me Word this Afternoon, That he doubts not they fhall end
that Matter in a Day or two } by agreeing upon fome Aft, or Declaration,
which ftiall \ezwt France to the Choice of either giving it, or wanting it, and fo
leave it one Way or other, equal to both Sides. That he doubted not, they
fhould hereby be ready to make the Exchange of all PafTports, fome Day this

Week. And that the States had written a Letter of Thanks to his Majefty,
upon this Occafion, which Ihould be in my Hands to go with this Ordinary.

I find
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I find You reckon upon my having been pofTcfs'd of all the PafTports -, but

though I have been fo long of thofe from France and Sweden, and of ihole from

this State for both thofe Crowns, yet I never was, of any from the rell of the

Confederates i
though the refpeftivc Miniflers have taken Occafion to let me

know, they had them in their Hands, and were ready to deliver them, when

thofe of all the Confederates were come.

The next Pace, I think, will be to agree upon the Declaration of the Ncu-
'

tral Country : which is left by the Confederates to his Majefty, provided it

be between the two Rivers. For my part, I lee no certain Bound can be given

it, unlefs by thofe Rivers, a.nd the FoJ/aMariaua.

I amy

S I R,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, May 19. N. S. 16j6.

S I Ry

BY the laft Poft I had nothing worth Your Trouble, farther than the Notice

of what I received from the Penfioner, as the Pacquet was clofing 5 that

he hoped the Exchange of the Paflports might be made the next Day, or on
Monday atfartheft. I heard no more from him till Sunday Night j but finding

a Conference had been appointed for eight a-Clock on Monday Morning, up-

on that Subje£t, between the States and their Allies, I thought fit to fpeak

with the Penfioner late on Sunday Night, and endeavour to know of him, whe-
ther there were any new Occafion of this Delay, in a Matter that I thought de-

ferved a better and fpeedier Reception. He told me, the true Reafon was.

That the Emperor's Minifter had not yet the PafTports in his Hands, but that

they were at Cologn, from whence he was certain to receive them that Night:

And that, after the next Conference, the Deputies of the States would cer-

tainly attend me with the neceflary Paffports, and make the Exchange.

I remember very well, that fome Months fince, the Emperor's Minifler af-

firmed to be then pofTefs'd of all his PafTports; which I took notice of to

the Penfioner, the Delay being fhort, and then fo near an End. But I have

fince Reafon to believe, the Difpatch he expefted was from DuJJcldorp rather

than Cologny and concerted by him with the Duke of Nieuburg, in order to the

producing fuch a Refolution as I received Yeflcrday from the States. The
Penfioner had before obferved to me fome Difference between the PafTports of

France, and thofe of the Confederates, and the Neceffity of their infifling upon
their being equal, which I undertake for. One was, That the Word Repajfer

was omitted in the French. Another was. That the Claufe for Liberty of Cou-
riers was fo likewife; whereas both were inferted in thofe of the Confederates.

And the third was, That there was but one French I-'aflport for any of the Con-

federates, except only for Spain: Whereas thofe of the Confederates were,

three for the French and Sivedijh Miniflers > and fo many would be necefTary for

each of the Confederates ; fince they might think fit to fend fo many Miniflers,

and either from feveral Places, or at feveral Times, fo as not to be capable of
ufing one PafTport. In all thefe Matters we found nothing of Confequence to

hinder the Exchange of Paffports, and Difpatch of them to the refpeftive Mini^

fters. Since, on the one fide, I made no Difficulty of engaging his Majefly's

Endeavours to procure the Supplement of thefe Defefts on the French Side : And,

on the other Part, the Penfioner faid, they would declare. That in cafe that

was
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was refufed, their Paffports fhould reach no farther than thofe of France %

which I did not conteft.

Yefterday, being Monday, Afternoon, two of the States Deputies came to
me, and told me, they came from their Mafters, in the firft Place, to repeat
their Thanks, and thofe of their Allies, to his Majefty, for the late Offices
performed in this Matter of the Lorrain PafTports. In the next, to make the
Exchange of them, having brought with them thofe of their Confederates

j

and to put into my Hands, at the fame time, the Refolution taken by the
States and their Allies, declaring the Conditions upon which the Exchange
was to be made. They excufed the Refolutions not being yet tranllated in-
to French, by Reafon of the Hafte they made to bring it me after it was agreed
onj but did undertake to read it to me in French, out of the Dutch Original.
The firil Part contained thofe three Particulars mentioned, and in the fame
manner the Penfioner underftood they {hould pafs : But after that came a
Claufe, that whereas the Duke of Nietiburg was lately entered into the Con-
federacy > that his Majefty was defired likewife to procure Palfports for his
Minifters, and an AlTurance from the King of France, of granting Paflports
to whatfoever Prince or State Ihould hereafter enter into their Alliance :

Without both which the prefent PalTports fhould be of no Force or EfFe£t.
And with thefe Conditions they offered to make the Exchange of Paflports.

I was, I confefs, very much furprized to meet with a Claufe fo little cx-
pefted, and, as I thought, fo very impertinent; and thereupon told them
without farther Deliberation, my own Thoughts upon it. That for the fmall
Difference in the Form of Paflports, I thought there would be no Difficulty
and queftioned not his Majeify's Inilances and Succcfs upon them. That for
the laft, I efteemed it a very unfit Return to fo much Pains as his Majefty had
taken in the Purfuit of this Affair, and the Diligence he had ufcd, in the
Difpatch of the Lorrain Paflports, by Exprefs, immediately after he had with
fo much DifKculty, obtained them. That they had delayed the Exchange
of them now for eight Days, and at length ofl^ered it with Conditions that I
efteemed wholly elulory, and upon which, for my own part, I could not think
fit to make the Exchange; not knowing what other Advantage would be
gained by it, than to keep the Paflports of the Confederates as long in my
Cabinet, as I had already done thofe oi France ^nd Sweden : That upon the firft

Offer of his Majefty's Mediation, it was long before all the Confederates had
accepted it j aiid long before they afterwards agreed to a Place of Treaty^
propofed by his Majefly, though in their own Territories. That in December
laft they fignified to his Majefty the Names of all their Confederates, for
whom they delired PafTports, and upon the Difpatch whereof they then afTu-

red the Delivery of theirs, and thofe of the Confederates, without farther
Condition. That an Incident having fallen out upon the Stile of the Duke
of Lorrain, his Majefty had, for feveral Months, laboured for the Removal
of it, and, at length, obtained it, with great Difficulty. That when he now
expefted the immediate Change of the Paflports, and, confequently, the fud-
den forming of the Congrefs, wherein his Honour was fo far engaged, they
clogg'd it with two new Conditions; of which I thought the firft out of Form,
and out of Time; and the other wholly out of Reafon and Praftice. That
for the Duke of Nieuburg, I knew he was a Prince for whom his Majefty had
not only a particular Efteem, but Kindnefs too ; and if either before, or after,

the Exchange of Paflports, they fhould have fignified that new Alliance to his
Majefty, and their Defires of Paflports for him, I believed his Majefty would
employ the fame Endeavours for his Minifters, as for thofe of the other Al-
lies. But, hitherto, his Majefty had received no Notice of his entring into the
Confederacy, unlefs they intended he fhould have it from Gazettes: Nor had
the Duke of Nieuburg either received fince, the Offers of his Majefty's Medi-
ation ; or, that I know of, fignified his Acceptation of it, by himfelf, or the
States, as all other their Allies had done : And, confequently, it was out of
Form, to defire his Majefty's Offices in this Matter, before thofe Circumftan-
ces were pafs'd. And it was very much out of Time, to defire them iuft upon
Vol. II. Ddd the
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ilic Exchange of the PufTports, and with Condition of their being void with-

out the Succcfs of them ; fincc the Exchange was intended for the fudden

mcetino- of the Plenipotentiaries at the Phice of Congrefs. And this Condition

niuft, of Ncccffity, delay it, till both his Majefty's Refolution were known in

mediating a new Propolal, and that of France in granting it : In which I was

not yet informed of cither of their Intentions j nor could be, till a Return

from both Courts. That, for the other Part of the Condition, which was

an Aflurance from France of granting Paffports to all Princes, or States, that

fliould hereafter enter into their Confederacy > though they made it feem

plaufible, by offering the Reciprocal to France and S'weden^ from the Confede-

rates J yet I thought it wholly impertinent and impradticable. And though I

could not pretend to know whether either his Majefty would think fit to defire

it, or the moll Chrillian King to agree to it ; yet I was fure I would not be of

the Opinion for either of them to be done; or for any Paflports to be folicited

by one, or given by the other, but for Princes and States that were named at

the defiring of them. That the States might defirc Paflports for the Kings of

Macajfar and Ceylon, who were already their Allies, or for the Duke oi Miijcovy,

who, I hear, was invited into the Confederacy of the prcfcnt War. That

I knew not, whether his Majefty would trouble himfelf with a Mediation

in their Behalfs. That, to go nearer home, fomc Prince in the Alliance of

France might change his Party, and enter into theirs j and I did not know,
whether, in fuch a Cafe, the moft Chriftian King would think fit to admit fuch

an Ally into the Treaty j or whether his Majefty would folicite it: Nor did

I conceive either could be refolved, without the confidering of Circumftances,

as they fliould appear when the Cafe came in Queftion. That, in the mean
time, to make the Validity of the prefent Paflports depend upon a future

Condition, which could not be fecured before-hand, were to make the Con-
grefs wholly defperatc : For no Minifters, either from France or Sweden, could

thin!: fit to come to Nmeguen, when in cafe at any time during their Refi-

dence there, upon the States defiring Paflports, a new Ally, which France

(upon Circumftances that might attend it) ftiould have Reafon to refufe, the

prefent Paflports were to become immediately void > and not only thereupon,

the Negotiations, if begun, or never fo much advanced, muft immediately

ceafe ; but the French and Swedifi Minifters muft remain in their Enemies

Country, without any Safety to their very Perfonsj fince that could be ground-

ed only upon their PalTports, which would remain in danger of becoming in-

valid upon any fuch Accident. That, for my own part, I took this to be a

Strain of fomc of the Allies, which were Enemies of Peace, and fo employ'd

their Wits to find out Pretences of delaying, or breaking the Congrefs. Thar,

however, fince they brought it me as a Refolution of the States, I defired it

in French (as all ufed to be that pafled between his Majcily and this State)

though the Uie I intended to make of it, was not fo much to fend it to his

Niajcfty, as to draw up, immediacely, an Anfwer to it of my own, contain-

ing the prefent Remarks 1 had made to them upon it, and what others fhould

occur to me upon fecond Thoughts, which I would not only fend to the Staces,i

but, at the fame time, print and publifh it j that all their Subjefts might fee

upon v/hat Points they and their Confederates turned the Affairs of the Peace:

In which I knew very well how the PdKple of thcfe Provinces were concern-

ed, whether the Government, or their Allies, were fo, or no.

Upon thefe Reprelenrations the Deputies of the States were fo far moved,
that, inftead of replying, or maintaining the Refolution they had brought,

they told me, what 1 had faid was of lo much Weight, that they thought,

themfelves obliged to reprefent it to the States, before they delivered me the

Refolution. That they defired me therefore to excufe them for the Delivery
of it, till next Day; and, in the mean time, were very glad to underfhmd
my Opinion upon it, which they would report to their Mafters that very Even-
ing, and doubted not of having another Conference upon it, this Morning,
with their Allies.

At
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At their going away, after all this had pafs'd, one of them told me, pri-
vately, ^le j\i-lO!S la plus grande raifon du mundc : That their Compliance with
feme of tiieir Allies had engaged them in this Matter, upon a Letter from the
Duke c'i Nienhvjg^ that came Yefterday, dcfiring no Exchange might be made
of the PalTports, without fecuring his according to his Treaty.
That which 1 underftood to be at the Bottom of this whole Matter, is, The

Interell of the Emperor, not only to fecurc the Paflports for the Duke of
Nieiiburg, who is at prefcnt entred into the Alliance, but likewife for the Duke
of Bavari:'.., who, they believe, will alfo be fuddenly engaged, and, chiefly,
by the Offices of the Duke oi Nieuburg to that purpofej who being of the
fame Family, has great Credit and Influence in the Court of Bavaria. And,
they believe neither of them will be engaged without the fame Condition, of
being equally confidered in all Treaties, and comprehended in any Peace, with
the reft of the Confederates already named.

I know not what I (hall receive from the States this Evening, and before the
Clofure of this Pacquet. But, in the mean Time, I thought it necelTary to
give his Majefty this Account of what has hitherto pafs'd: And am of Opi-
nion, the States will not be able to bear theNoife of this Matter, if they per-
fift in it ; but that, in fuch a Cafe, they will be forced to confider the Hu-
mour of their People, as well as the Interell: of their Allies.

Thus far I had written by four a-Clock this Afternoon} fince which Time
the Deputies of the States have again been with me, and told me, That
having reprefcntcd to the States the Rcafon I gave them Yefterday, againft

the Refolucion they had then brought me, they had fince had a Conference
with th.cir z\Uies upon them ; and that they all agreed. That to exprefs the ge-
neral and fincere Intentions they all had towards a Peace j and withal, the
great Regard they had for the Opinion of an Ambaflador of his Majefty's, in

what he thought concerned both the Honour and Defires of his Majefty in the
Mediation of the Peace, they would remove thofe Difficulties I had obferved
like to arife upon Yefterday's Refolution ; and to that End had altered the
Refolution it felf, and brought me in a Form, which, they doubted not, would
agree with his Majefty's Intentions > and had given it the fame Date, to the
End there might be no Appearance of the former Refolution : And that in

Purfuit of it they were ready to exchange the Paflports, without any fuch
Conditions as were Yefterday mentioned.

I read the Refolution (which I fend you inclofcd) and found nothing elfc

to refleft on, but the laft Claufej and asked them, Whether they underftood
it to refer only to the precedent Period, concerning the Equality pretended
in the Paflports j or likewife, to that former Claufc about the Duke of Nieu~
burg. They both affirmed. That it was meant only to refer to that immedi-
ately preceeding, and not to what concerned the Duke of Nieuburg. Upon
this we proceeded to the Exchange of Paflports; in which we found feveral

Points a little defeftive : As, That four of the German Princes had not yet
fent their Paflports; nor could they alfure me when they fhould have them.
But the chief was. That thofe of the Emperor were not yet here; but they
affirmed, that they were every Day expefted, and that they had been here

fome Months fince; but upon thofe o{ France being ftiort of the Form agreed
on, efpecially in the Claufc about Couriers, the Emperor's Minifter had fent

for new ones in the fame Form ; and was aflured they were at Cologn, where
he had likewife fent the old ones, fo as to be now pofl'efs'd of none.

In the next Place, there were no Pafl'ports from Spain, no more than from
the Emperor, for the Bifliop of Strasburg; but thefe they aflured mc were
confented to by both, and undertook to put them into my Hands. In the
next Place, bccaufe France had fent but one Paflport for each of the Confede-
rates befides Spain, they had each of them fent but one for France; and the

fame hapned likewife in thofe of Sweden. But the Exchange of our Paflports

having begun by thofe of France and Spain, and this State, and fome of thefe

Difficulties not appearing till that was performed, which feemed the moft
material ; we concluded to go on in the Exchange, as far as we were provided :

Vo L. II. D d d a And
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And thereupon proceeded as far as you will fee marked in the inclofed Lift.

Thofe from France and Sweden to the Emperor, and the four German Princes

who have not yet fcnt their Paflports, I have retained ftill in my Hands till

theirs arrive. I iliall expeft thofe of the Emperor till Friday, by which lime
the Deputies aflure me they will be here. If they come not by that Time, I

iTiall be fure, however, to difpatch away all thofe I am already polTcfs'd of, to

the French AmbafTadors, by the Conveyance you prefcribe me of an Exprefs

to Maflricht y and deliver thofe for Sweden to Monfieur Syhercroone, the Com-
miflary of that Crown; excepting one you defire for Monfieur Spar, which I

fhall fend in Blank to your Hands, being already pofTefi'd of three from the

States; and refolving to endeavour to get as many by that Time from Spain

and Denmark^ if thofe Minifters have fo many in their Hands.

For the Bifliop oi Strashurg I formerly fent you one from this State; and

fliall follow it with the reft as foon as they arrive. In the mean Time, you
will pleafe to procure three Paflports for the Emperor, for I have yet but onej

and that may, for ought I know, be the Reafon of the Emperor's Minifter's

difowning to have any Paflports; being a iVIan fomething pun6lilious, and

having defired me, a Week ago, to procure 'em, not without Complaint of
fuch a Ncgleft from France; but without any Thing that look'd like his

wanting thofe of his Mafter.

I hope his Majefty will approve the Progrefs I have made in this Matter,

though it be not yet compleat; which has fallen out, chiefly, by the Number
of Paflports failing on the French and SnvedifJ} Part. 1 cannot but be glad to

find it upon the! erms it now is, confidering where it wasYeftcrday; and did

not expeft fo abfolute a Change of the Refolution, in fo little Time; having
laft Night found Mon^itur Serinchamps very peremptory in defending that Re-
folution of the States. But this Morning the Hannover Refident told my Se-
cretary, That there had been very warm Debates upon it, between the States

and fome of their Allies, who perfifted fo far, that the Penfioner asked them

:

Et que pretendez vous done, MeJJieurs ? de nous faire dechircr par la canaille. But
thefe Paflages of their private Conferences you will pleafe may not be publick,

becaufe that may hinder me another Time from knowing them ; which is

fometimes neceflary to acquaint me with the Springs from which the publick
Motions of fuch Afl'airs arife.

1 have Reafon to think you tired out with this Length; and am very fenfi-

ble of being fo my felf: Which leaves me only to acknowledge yours of the

fth, not finding any Thing requires farther Return than what I have already

faid about the Paflports you mention from Monfieur Spar, and the Bifliop of
Strasburg.

I amy

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph William(bn.

Hague, May Z2, N. S. i6j6.

SIR,

BY laftPoft I gave you an Account of the Exchange of Paflports being made
late that Night : I delay'd the fending them away to Maflricht till this

Morning, both in Expeftation of the Emperor's Paflcs by laft Ordinary from
Germany, and likcwife in Hopes of obtaining two Pafles more from each of
the Confederate Minifters by the Offices promifed me by the States Deputies

10
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to that purpofe. Ycfterday one ofthem fent me word, They had endeavour'd
it in vain, and they would give no more than one, tho' they had more in their
Hands, till they receive as many from France as was defired of them.

This Morning the Emperor's Minifler fent me word. His Paflports were not
come by the laft Night's Ordinary > and that the old ones, which he expefted
from CologH^ bad been in Monfieur FlJJjcr's Hand, who was fince gone up into
Germany ; fo that he fooner expefted the new ones from Vienna. Hereupon,
I made my Difpatch ready to be fent away to Maflricbt by Noon : When, juft
upon the parting of it, I received a Letter from Monfieur Pomponcy defiring
me, That inftead of the Paflport for the Duke de Vitry^ there might be one
for the Vlarefchal d'EJlrades, whom the moft Chriftian King had appointed
his Plenipotentiary in place of that Duke, upon the Continuance of his Indif-
pofition. I was forced hereupon to open my Pacquet again, and fent the Duke
of/^//?-/sPaflport to the Greffier, with tiiis Defire; but he returned mc An-
fwer, That the States were up, and that it could not poflibly be done till their

fitting again To-morrow Morning j fo that it will be To-morrow Noon before
my Packet with the Paflports can go away.

If you think it neceffary for the French Ambaffadors to have three feveral

Paflports from each of the Confederates, You will pleafe to defire the fame
Number for each of them from France^ which the Sivedijh Commiflary here
has promifed to do from that Crown j but efpecially for the Emperor; who
has, it feems, already named three Ambafladors for the Congrefs. You will

pleafe likewife to prefs the Declaration of the Neutral Country, which the
Confederates, on their part, have left wholly to his Majelly to extend as he plea-
fes, provided it be between the two Rivers. If his Majefly pleafes to pitch
upon any certain Line to the Eaft from one River to another, the Thing is

done : But for my part, I cannot fee how any other can do it, but the Foffa
Mariana^ which is an open Canal, and fo will leave no Difpute : Befides, it

takes in Cleve^ where, for ought I hear, the Princes who have accepted the
Pope's Mediation, defign the Refidence of that Minifter, or in fome Village
near it.

I fend You inclofed, a Paflport of the States for Monfieur Spar^ which Your
laft defired } though he writes word to Monfieur Sylvercroone^ That he goes not
to the Congrefs, but into Sweden. I fend You likewife a Paflport from the
Duke of Lorrain for theBifhop of Strasburgh's Minifter; which is all yet come
to my Hands. That of the States You have long fince; and Monfieur deLyrct
has promifed me one from Spain with the firft ; as the Emperor's Refident has
likewife done for his Maftcr, with the other Paflports.

I am^

SIR,
Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, May t6. N. S. i6j6.
SIR, >

BY my laft I gave You Account of one Day's Delay fallen out in Difpatch of
the Paflports, by the Change defired by Monfieur Pompom in that for the

Duke of Fitry. The next Day, being Saturday^ I procured the Paflport for
the Marefchal d'Efirades, and difpatch'd away the Trumpet to Maflricbt about
Noon. He feemed to doubt he could not be there under Four Days, fo as I
cannot expe£t to hear of him again till the End of this Week.

I aflu-
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I aiTuicd the I'lencb Plcnipotciuiaiics of the Emperor's Paflcs, and the other

Four German Princes (that were wanting) in Tome few Days > but endeavoured

to poflcfs them, how little thofe Paflcs would be neceffary for their Journey to

Nimeguen, which I hoped they would not delay upon that Occafion. 1 know

not how they will underftand or govern themfclves, but ihall inform You as

foon as I receive Advice by the Return of the Trumpet.

I have this Day received Yours of the izth, and fhall make the bed Ufe of

what You there advifc me, concerning the millaken Grounds of fo many
Surmifes here, about his Majclty's Partiality in the prefent War, which I

have met vvith oftencr of late, than I thought fit to troub.e You with, and

ought to ask Your Pardon for doing it at all, unlefs it be upon formal Complaints

from the States : Tho', perhaps, it may not be unfit for You to know fome-

thing of their Thoughts and common Difcourfe in this kind, as well as of their

formal Paces.

I am fully infliructed by Your laft, in the State of his Majefty's prefent Re-
folutions concerning the firft Vifits, which are to attend upon his farther Plea-

fure, after the Mind of the JuJIrhm Minillers is known. As to that of the

Neutral Country, I very well remember the State it was left in, which You
are pleafcd to mind me of : But, as France refufed the Extent his Majelly

would have given it, to take in Mcurs^ fo the Confederates abfolutely (and,

indeed, from their firft accepting of the Town of Nimeguen) excluded that

Offer of two Leagues round it, and confined the Neutrality to the two Ri-

vers. Nor is the Jealoufy of the French cntring into the Heart of the Coun-
try, greater in the Prince and thofe of the prefent Government here, than ic

is in the Spanifi and Imperial Councils j fo as that is a Limit that cannot take

place : Nor, indeed, if it could, do I fee how any Line defcribed only by
Diftance of Leagues, or any other Meafures, can ever free that Matter from-

perpetual Difputes upon Incurfions which Parties may make, and trull to

wrangling about what Diftance the Place was at where the Hoftility was com-

mitted. Therefore, I defire You will put his Majefty in mind of fome Refo-

Itition in this Matter (upon which I refer You to what I faid in my laft) fince,

till it be agreed and declared, there can be no Safety for the Minifters that will

be repairing to the Congrefs.

I (hall fpeak to the Penfioner, of Monfieur Oudart''s Bufinefs, the very next

time I fee him, and give You an Account of it. Which is all I remember at

prefent neceffary to lengthen this Trouble, from,

STR,

I'our, 6cc.

To the /Imbajfadors of France,

MeJJleurs Colbert and d'A-

vaux.

Aux AmbafTadeurs de France

^

Colbert & d Avaiix.

Hague, May iz. N. S. I6y6. LaHayc, May zi. S.N. i6j6.

MeJJleurs^

AFTER fo many Difficulties in

the Affair of the Paffports, at

laft, about two Days ago, they have
been exchanged. I have ever fince

been in Expeftation of the Emperor's
Paffports, which his Minifter gave
mc Rcafon to believe, would be

brought

Meflieurs,

APrh tant des difficultez fur Vaffaire

des paffeports, /' echange fe fait a

la fin depuis deux jours. J'ay attendu

deptiis pour avoir ceux de I' Etnpereur,

kfqueU fon Minjjlre icy m'a fait efperer

par le courier d^JUemagm, arrive bier

ati
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brought by the Courier which arrived

here IrVom Germany laft Night. Thofe
of the Elector Palatine, of Mayence^

of Treves, and of Munfier^ are alfo

behind j but are promifed to be deli-

vered in a very few Days. The other

Confederates will give me no more
than one Paffport each, altho' I have
good Reafon to believe, that their

Minifters here have Three in their

Hands: Their Dealing thus, is foun-

ded upon this } That each of them
have been furnifh'd with one Paflport

only from France. Notwithflanding
thcfe little Defaults, and the Re-
ftriftions made by the inclofed Refo-
lution of the States General} I thought

it my Duty no longer to put off dif-

patching thofe Paflports which I have

already received for y^ur Excellen-

cies } being fully perfuaded, that thefe

Incidents can in no wife be any Hin-

drance to you from making ufe of

them for your Journey to Ntmeguen;

the Rout that your Excellencies will

take, b'ing at a fufficient diftance

from any of the Territories of thofe

Princes who have not as yet fent their

Paflports. The Imperial Minifter af-

furcs me. That the delay on his fide

is only owing to a Change made in

the Form of the Paflports, occafioned

by the denial of France to permit the

free Paflage of Couriers : This has

ftopt the firft Paflports upon the Road,
which had been difpatch'dby the Em-
peror j and the Incident about the

Duke of Lorrain, which fince fell out,

is the Reafon why no more Hafte has

been made in difpatching new ones.

I do not apprehend that there is any
great Myftery in this; but believe,

that it is all rather owing to Overfight,

thnn to any ill Intention. I Ihall,

however, take care to prefs, as far as

poflible, the doing what is yet behind ;

and, in the mean Time, I hope your
Excellencies will endeavour to get

two other Paflports difpatched for

the Emperor, and two for the States,

for whom, as yet, I have received

only one, no more than I have for

any of the other Allies, excepting

Spain. The Minifters of Brandenburgb

demand alfo three, in granting which
I don't fee there can be any difficulty.

I have fent this prefent difpatch to

MonQeur d'Eftrades, by a Trumpeter,

as I was ordered by his Majelty, and

fhould

aufoir. Il y a aujft ceux de VEkUeur

Palatinj de Mayence^ de Trevesy (J

de Munflery qui manquent encore, (^

qu'on promet en fort pen de jours. Les

autres Confederez ne m'ont voulu donner

que chacun unpajfeport, encore que j'ay

ra'ifon de croire que leurs Minijlres icy

ont trois en main; mais ils fe fondent fur

ce qu'il rCy a eu que pour chacun d'eux

un paffeport de France. Non obflant ces

petits defaufs, fjf les refiriSlions portks

dans la refolution de Mejfieurs les Etats

enveloppe's, j'ay cru de mon devoir de ne

plus deferer la depeche des paffeports qui

j'ay en main, vers vos Excellences, ne

croyant pas que ces circonflances vous pen-

vent empecher de vous en fervir pour le

voyage de Nimegue-y la route qUe V. Ex.
doivent tenir fe trouvant ajfez eloignie

de terres de ces Princes U, qui n'ont en-

core envoye leurs paffeports. Le Mini'

fire de VEmpereur m' ajfeure que ce re
tardement n^efl arrlvi que par le change-

ment furvenu au formulaire des paffeport

s

fur le refus de la France de confentir a la,

lilerte des couriers
-, ce qui a fait retenir

en chemin les premiers paffeports depechez

par VEmpereur,
, 13 que P incident de

Lorraine eflant furvenu depuis, en ne

s'efi pas preffe de depechcr les feconds.

Je croy qu'il n'y a pas grand mifiere, c?

qu'il y a eu ph'itot de nonchalence que de

malice. Je ne manqueray pas de preffef

tant que je pourrois le refie de cette af-

faire i (3 en attendantf efpere que Vos

Exs. tacheront defaire depecher deux au-

tres paffeports pour VEmpereur, ts? deux

pour at Etat, pour quije 72'ay receu qu'un

encore, comme pour tons les Alliez hor-

mis VEfpagne. Les Minifires de Bran-

debourg en demandent trois auff, fur

quoy je ne vois aucune difficulte. J'ay

envoye la depeche prefente par un trom-

pette a Monfteur d'Efirades, felon les or-

dres
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fliould be very glad to hear, as foon

as may be, thac your Excellencies

have received it, and to have the

Honour and Pleafure of fliewing you

at Nimeguen, with how particular a

Refped and Efteem I am,

Mejfieurs.,

Tour Excellencies mofi

Humble and moji

Obedient Servant.

dres de fa Majejie^ £5" feray bien aife de

/avoir an flutot que V. Exs. Vayent bien

receu^ i3 que j'auray bientot /' honneur

13 la fatisfaSlion de I'ous fairs -joir a
Nimegue le reffeil (^ ejiime partic::liere

avec laquelle je fuisy

Meflieurs,

De V. Excellences

trcs Humble & tres

Obeiflant Serviteur.

To Monfieur d' Eftrades. Au Monfieur d" Eflrades,

Hague, May zz. N. S. 1676.

S I Ry

BY Order of the King my Maftcr,

I fend to you the Pacquet direct-

ed to my Lords the Ambafladors of

his moft Chriftian Majefty at Charle-

•ville, in which are contained the PafT-

ports of the Confederates neccflary

for their proceeding to the Place of

Congrefs. I make no queftion but

you will take all needful Care to for-

ward fo great a Work, and pay all due
Regard to his Majefty's Defires, that

no Hindrance may Bfc any way put to

the advancing it as much as poflible.

I defire you, Sir, to let me know
by the Trumpeter, when he returns,

that it is come fafe to your Hands 5

and that you ftill have in your Re-
membrance one who has been fo long

time, and ihall always continue, with
a very particular Elteem,

S I R^

Xour Excellency's mofi

Humble and mofi

Obedient Servant.

La Haye, May ii. S. N. 1676.

Monfieur,

Pj4
R les ordres du Roy mon maitrey

je vous envoye le pacquet define pour

Meffieurs les Ambaffadeurs du Roy tres-

Chretien a Charleville, £5* contenant lei

faffeports des Confederez mceffaires ^
leur voyage au lieu de Congrez. Je ne

doute pas que vous en aurez le foin qui eft

deu h r acheminement d'unfi grand ouv-

rage, (^ au defir de fa Majefli, qu'il

tCy a point de retardement h. le fairt

avancer tout ce qui fera poffible.

Je vous fupplie, Monfieur, de me faire
favoir par le retour du trompette, que

vous les aurez bien receu, (^ qu'il vous

fouvient encore d'une perfonne qui a ete

ft long terns, (^ qui fera toujours avec

»ne ejlime tres particuliere^

Monfieur,

De V. Excel, le tres

Humble & trcs

Obcifllint Serviteur.

To
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To Monfieur d'Eftrades. Au Monfieur d'Eftrades.

Hague, May 25. A''. S. i6-;6.

SIR,

I
Had Yefterday finifhed the inclo-

fed Difpatch, to fend it You, pur-
fuant to the Orders of the King my
Mafter, with my Requeft, That You
would pleafe to forward it as foon as

poffible to the Lords the Plenipoten-

tiaries of his moilChriftian Majeily at

Charlevitk : When the Trumpeter
was upon his Departure, I received a

Letter from Monfieur Ponipone, in

which he advifed me, That Your Ex-
cellency was appointed one of them,

in the Room of the Duke of Vitry }

and therefore defired me to difpatch

forthwith a Paflport for You, and to

ftop that which was already in my
Hands from the States General for

the faid Duke. For, as for the Spa-

n'lfli Paffports, they have Blanks left in

them, and fo there is no need that

they fhould be changed on this Occa-
fion. This has caufed one Day's De-
lay, there being no Poflibility of dif-

patching the Paflport Yeflierday in the

Afternoon, becaufe the States never

afl'emble but in Mornings. In the

mean time, I greatly pleafe my felf

with receiving fo agreeable a Notice,

which gives me Hopes of enjoying an

Afliltance and a Converfation fuch as

is Yours, the latter of which will not

be more agi-eeable to me, than the for-

mer will be advantageous in conduc-
ing an Affair of fuch high Importance,

and that deferves to pafs through Hands
as experienced and fuccefsful as Yours

are. On this Account it is, that I

ought rather to wifh his moft Chri-

ftian Majefty Joy of this Choice, than

Your felf, fince You will find, no

doubt, a great deal of Trouble in it,

as well as reap a great deal of Glory

from it.

I fend You a Copy of the inclofed

Letter to Meflieurs Colbert and d^A-
vaux, as alio the Refolution of the

States mentioned therein, that You
may fee in what Condition this whole
Affair lies. I beg the Favour ofYou,
Vol. IL to

La Haye, May ij. S. N. i6j6.

Monfieur,

J'Avois hkr achevi cette depeche envel-

lopee peur "jotis Venvoyer felon les ov
dies dii Roy mon Maitre, ^ voiis prier

de la faire tcnlr an pltitot a Mejfieurs

les Plenipotentiares du Roy tres Chre-

tien, a Charleville. ^uand le trompette

devoit partir, j'ay rcceu une lettre de

Monfieur de Pompom, par laqiielle il mt
donna Vavis que "jotre Excellence en etoit

un, au lieu du Due de Vitry s 13 me
pria de faire depecher un pajfeport pour

vous, en retenant celuy que favois en main

pour ledit Due de la part de Meffieurs

les Etats Generaux. Car pour les pajfe-

ports d''Efpagre ils font tous en blanc, (3
n'ont befoin d'aucune changement fur cette

occafton. Celuycy a caufe le retardement

d'un jour, le pajfeport ne fe pouvant depe-

cher hier Tapres dinee, puifque les Etats

ne s'affemblent que les matins. Mais en

meme tems fay ete confole par un ft agre-

able nouvelkt qui rn'a donne Vefperance

de joiiir d'une telle ajfijiance (3 conver-^

fation comme la 'votre, dont Vune ne me
fera pas plus agreable que Vautre utile

dans une affaire def grande importance,

13 qui merite Men une main aujfi habile

(3 heureufe que la votre. Ceft pourquoy

je dois plutot feliciter ce choix a fa Ma-
jejle tres-Chretienne, qu^ h vous, qui au"

rez pour votre partage beaucoup de peine

fans doute aujfi Men que de gloire.

Je vous envoy une copie de la lettre

envellopee a Meffieurs Colbert (3 d'yf-

vaux, comme auffi de la refolution des

Etats y mentionnee, a Jin que vous voyez

V etat de toute cette affaire. Je vous

E C c fttpplie
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ro give me notice by the Trumpeter, fuppUe de me faire [avoir par k retom\

at his Return, that the Pacquct is de- du trompette que vous mrez bien receu U
livered fafely into Your Hands.

pacquet.

1 am. r r •
'

Je fuis,

Monfieur,

Tour Excellency's
De V. E. See.

mojly &c.

To the Prince of ORANGE.

Hague, May 19. N. S. i6j6.

May it pleafe Your Highnefs,

'HE Inclofure of this Letter from his Majefty, muftbearme out in gi-

ving Your Highnefs this prefent Trouble. It came to me feconded by
one from Mr. Secretary Coventry upon the fame Occafion, and was delivered

to mc by the Lady in whofc Favour, I fuppofe, it was dcfigncd. I told her,

I did not believe Your Highnefs would do any thing in thofe kind of Affairs

till Your Return from the Field j and fhe feemed to believe fo too ; but, how-
ever, defired, I would fend Your Highnefs the Letter j which I promifed by
the firft : And that is all my Part in this Affair.

All that I can fay in another, wherewith Your Highnefs encharged me, is,

* r>5eD«AfThat the*Perfon chiefly concerned, endeavoured to have it excufed abfolutely

*/York. till after the Peace j and that fuch an Anfwer might be given j upon which
Time was taken to confider; Since which 1 have heard nothing, but imagine
'tis poffible Your Highnefs may by a nearer way.
Having exchanged the Paffports, and difpatch'd them to Majlricht a Week

fince, I do not forefee any thing likely to hinder the French Ambaffadors
Journey to Nimeguen, tho' it may be a little delay'd by the Count d'EJlrades's

Exception to his Pafs from the States, which ftiles him only Conte j to which
he defires may be added, Marechal de France. I fuppofe, There will be no
Difficulty made upon it, nor, I hope, in the Emperor's Paffports, tho' they
are not yet come j but, I believe, it may have been only Negligence, with-
out any other Myftery.

In my lall Letters from Madrid of the 7th current, our Ambaffador there

writes me word, That after a Confultation in that Court upon the Propofal of
his Majefty's Expedient, of giving all the Paffports himfelf j the Count de Pig'

noranda. had come to him with a Meffage, declaring that King's Confent to it,

fo far as concerned all his Dominions and Territories fubjeft to his Obedience.
The Ambaffador writes farther, That this Refolution was taken there, con-
trary to the Advice of many paffionate Letters that were written thither upon
that Subject from Holland and Flanders. I thought this was a Light fit to give

Your Highnefs, becaufe You would not, perhaps, receive it any other ways :

For Monfieur de Lyra profeffes to know nothing of it, and would make a

Difficulty of believing itj though I am fure it cannot fail after the manner ic

comes to me.

I have not yet fixed the Time of my going to Nimegucn, cxpefting other

Motions that way, unlefs new Orders prefs me from Court. I doubt not, but
what paffes in the Field, will fignify more than what will pafs there this Sum-
mer as to the Peace, which Your Highnefs fays (in the Honour I received of
one from You of the i8th) You will labour in. I am very forry for the Ac-
cidents You tell me have hinder'd You in fo great a Defign, and very glad of

the
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the Hopes You exprefs of being able to advance it> fince nothing can be of
more Glory to Your Highnefs, and nothing can touch me more than what-
ever is fo i being as I am, and as I ihall be ever, with fo much Devotion and
Truth,

SIR,

Tour Highnefs's ntoft

Obedient and mofi

Humble Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague
y June t. N. S. i6j6.

SIR,

ON Saturday laft, I received a Letter from the Marefchal d' EJlrades by the

Trumpet I fent, with Acknowledgment of my Pacquet inclofing the

Paflports for the French Plenipotentiaries, which, he (aid, he had difpatch'd a-

way immediately to Cbarlevilk; excepting only his own Paffporc from the States.

This he fent me j but finding Fault with their treating him Le Sieiir Compte

d" Ejlrades, without the Style of Marefchal de France ; and defiring me to pro-

cure another with that Change. This I have done, and difpatch'd it away to

him this Afternoon; but could not, at the fame time, fend him the Emperor's
Paflports, which are not yet arrived.

I do not think it can be this Default, which makes fo little Advance as yet

in the Preparations for Nimegucn^ that Sir Lyonell Jenkins 'writes me word, their

Servants there own to know nothing yet of that Matter j and have no Orders
to get any thing ready to convey or receive them. I rather fuppofe, it may
be the Bufinefs of the Compte d'Efrades's Equipage, which he intends very
great ; having fent hither for Paflports for his Servants, to buy two and forty

Coach-horfes j and by a Lift of the Trumpeter fhewed me of their intended

Equipage, his Share is Four and twenty Lacquais, and all the reft in pro-
portion. The other two will have the fame Number between them. J he
Spaniards^ You know, that cannot vie with the French in Things of more Im-
portance, will not fail of doing it to the Height in this. And I remember laft

Year, when the Marquis de Manceras was defigned for the Gongrefs, a Lift

was fent hither of the Equipage he intended, of which there were to be twen-

ty Pages. I fuppofe, the Marquis de los Balbaces may not go lower ; having,

they fay, a Revenue of Two hundred thoufiind Crowns ycarlv, befides the

Allowance for his Ambafly. If all be like to go at this Rate in fuch a Town
as Nimcguen, I do not fee how we fhall avoid one ot the Three Judgments,
of War, or Famine, or Sicknefs; befides, that it is not his Majefty's Intent,

for ought I find, that his Ambafladors fhall enter the Lifts upon any fuch Emu-
lations. I cannot tell if thefe Circumftances may make it feem worth his Ma-
jcfty's confidering, whether it would be fit to write to the feveral Crowns
concerned in this Treaty, That to prevent the Diforder and Inconveniences

of too great Trains in a fmall Town, upon the Aflembly of fo many Mini-

fters. His Majefty had commanded His not to exceed each of them the Num-
ber of Four Pages and Eight Lacquais, and would be glad the reft would fol-

low that Example. As likewife for all Crimes againft the Peace of the Place,

each Ambaflador {hould be allowed to put his Servants fo guilty, into the

Hands of the ufual Juftice of the Town of Nimcgiien. And that they fhould

be inftru6ted to live eafily in all Points of mere Ceremony during the Congrefs,

like Perfons who were fent thither with Difpofitions to advance the Peace, and

Vol. II. E e e I noc
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not to fharpen the Quarrels of their Mailers, by thofe of the Minifters j which

may otherwifc very well fall out. I thought it polllble fome fuch Circumitan-

ces could not be amifs to add to circular Letters, which his Majcfty might

fend, for haflning away of the feveral AmbalTadors, upon the End fo happily

attained in all preliminary Difficulties : For, I doubt, there may be need of

fuch Inftances towards the Difpatch of the Aujlrian., DaniJJ}^ and Brandenburgh

Minifters, by the Difpofitions I obfcrve from the Motions of thofe Courts thus

far of the Way.
This Day one of the States Deputies brought me the inclofed Paper, groun-

ded upon a Memorial given them by the Brandcnhnrgh Minifters, in a Style

fo bnifque^ as I hear, as to defire of the States, That till the Change preten-

ded, were made in his Matter's PafTports, they would give Order to forbid

the French Plenipotentiaries Entrance into the Town of Nimegnen. I hear,

he expefts not only to fend AmbalTadors, but to have them treated, in all

Points, like thofe of Crowned Heads : In which, I neither know his Majefty's

Style, nor that of France; but fuppofe, it will be neceflary for us to be di-

ftinftly informed of the firft.

I was extreme glad to find by Your laft of the i6th, his Majefty's final Refo-

lution upon that Matter of the firft Vifitj which I ever foreliiw would en-

gage us, and, perhaps, the Congrefs, in fome Difficulties. You will pleafe

more particularly to inftruft, whether we are to give the firft Vifits likewife

to thofe that come after us from the Duke of Lorrain or the Electors, with

Charafrers of AmbafTadors : For, I hear, thofe from the Duke and the Elector

o£ Brandenhmgh will certainly do fo.

Monfieur de Lyra will not acknowledge to know any thing of what Sir IFil-

Viant Godolphin writes me, of that Crown's having confented to his Majefty's

Expedient : But I have told it the Penfioncr, who fays. He will another time

defire him to confult with his Inftruftions, or, at leaft, with his Letters, to

know whether he is like to be avowed or not.

I amt

S I Rj

T'our., &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Hague, June f. N. S. 16j6.

SIR,
SI N C E my lafl: of the id, I am to acknowledge the Honour of one from You

of the ipthpaft, with his Majefty's Commands concerning the Authentick
Explanation to be drawn from the States, of thofe Words in their Refolution
of the 1 8th paft, ^e V echange fe feroit fur ce pied; as likewife concerning the

Offices his Majefty defires fhould be made from hence in the Cafe of Prince

William of Furjlenburg.

For the firft, I do not expeft any Difficulty will be made in it, having this

Day fpoken with one of the Deputies prefent at the Exchange of the Paflports,

who remembers and acknowledges what they then faid to me upon the Inter-

pretatio'. of thofe Words j fo that by next Poft, I hope to fend You the De-
claration You defire to that Effeft.

For the fecond > I fhall fpeak with the Penfioner about it, the firft time I
can fee him : And fince, I fuppofe, his Majefty defires it only that the Thing
fliould be done upon the Offices to be performed by Mr. Skelton at Fiema, I

Ihall ufe my utmoft Endeavours towards it, by engaging, as far as I can, ei-

ther the Offices of the States^ or fome of the chief Perfons among the Com-
miffi-
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miffioners of Secret Affairs (if the Pcnlioner continue to decline it) fo as it
may be underftood at Fienna either by the States Minifters there, or by the
Emperor's here; that this State would be glad his Majefty may have Satif-
faftion in this Point. I fliall likewife endeavour to engage the Imperial Mi-
nifters here in this Purfuic, and the Marquis of Grana, whofe Credit goes a
great way, they fay, in that Court. And all this I fhall do as from my felf,
without interefling his Majefty's Name any farther in this Matter.

I have at length, after many and long Difcourfcs about the Matter of Re-
vifions, received the inclofed Anfwer : Which, I fee, contains what the Pen-
fioner always told me: That, what they are engaged to by the Letter of their
Treaty, tho' againft their Intention and his Majefty's, as they were then aflu-
red from their AmbafTador, they will yet perform : But, that they cannot,
upon that Pretence, be prefted to Things wholly againft the Conftitution of
their Government, and wholly unprovided for by the very Letter of the
Treaty.

/am ever^

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Hague, June 9. N. S. i6j6.

SIR,

I
Am to acknowledge the Favour of one from You of the 26th paft j which
had but too juft an Excufe for the Hafte of it, upon fo unhappy an Acci-

dent as you had been that Day furprized with by the Fire in Southward. I was
very glad to find you expcded fuddcnly fome Determination in the Bufinefs of
the Neutral Country j which feems to be the Point now moft preffing in rela-

tion to the Congrefs.

The Emperor's Refident tells me, there is an Exprefs upon the Way, with
the PafTports from that Court, and pretends to expe<5t them with the End of
this Week. But I forefee, he will make Difficulty of delivering any more
than he receives > and you are not yet pleafed to give me Hopes of having
two more fent for the Emperor from France, which I put you in mind of
fome time fince. I do not hear, that the French Ambaftadors are like to make
any Difficulty of coming to Nimeguen for want of thofe PafTports ; nor for the
States having in their Rcfolution of the i8th paft, tied up the Exchange, in a
manner, to the Reciprocation. Nor do I think, they will have need to make
any Difficulty, or that there will be any Danger, as to the Validity of the
PafTports, though fuch little Circumftances fhould be either refufed or delay'd
by France.^ I fend you, however, inclofed, the States Declaration in Form,
as you defired, of thofe Words, Sur ce pied la -, relating no farther, than to
the Claufes immediately preceding, about the Equality pretended in the
PafTports.

I have been cafting about how I might beft fucceed in what his Majefty de-
fireth to be effefted, in the Bufinefs of Prince V/iliiam. I fpoke fiift to the
Penlioner, who is obftinate to excufe himfelf from meddling in it, or confent-
ing to any Thing from the States in Favour of it. But I put it fo home,
from his Majefty's having Reafon to expedt this Point of Deference from the
Emperor, after having received fo much greater from France in the two Pre-
liminaries; that he faid, for his part, he wiflied the Emperor would do it,

fo he had no Hand in it.
_
And upon my Propofal, that Monfieur Maureg-

nault fhould both write to the States Refident at Vienna, and fpeak to tJie Em-
peror's
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peror's here, to poflefs them both that the States would be content the Thing were

done, and willi'd that his Majelly might not be difoblig'd in it : l"he Penfi-

oner confentcd to it, but defircd that I would Ipcak to Monfieur Mauregnault

;

and that I would do it in his (the Pcnfioner's) Abfcncc, who was going to the

Prince. Immediately after he went, I fpoke with Monfieur Mauregnaidt^ who
was content the Thing (hould be done; but would not adventure to do it of

himfclf : And faid, this private Way had been propofed before, by Mon-
fieur Fan Beuningbcn j but was not thought fit to be either done by any of the

Commiflioners, without Order, nor to be propofed at the Council of Secret

Affairs. All I could do, was to engage him to fpcak with the Emperor's Mi-
niftcr laft Night, and to endeavour to poflefs him of it, as what, he believed,

was the Opinion of the States; though they did not think fit to enter into it.

From him I went immediately to the Emperor's Minifter, becaufe the Polt

was to part for Fienna laif Night \ and I knew not whether Mr. Skelton might

not have Orders already to advance his Journey.

To all I faid upon this Subje6t, though as wholly from my felf, and out of

a Defire that his Majefliy lliould not have Occafion to think himfelf lefs con-

fidered by the Emperor than by France: He anfwered, that he wifli'd it him-

felf; but that upon the leail Reprefentations I had engaged him in, he was

ordered to fay no more upon that Subjcft, becaufe the Emperor had rcfolved

to open that whole Matter at the Beginning of the Congrefs, and in fuch a

Manner, as, he was fure, would fatisfy all the Princes there. Befides, he

faid the States had ever exprefs'd fo great a Repugnance in this Matter, that

he believed his Matter confidered them in it, as well as himfelf. However, I

did not leave him till he had promifcd to write laft Night, and reprefented

all the Reafons I had given him, and the Aflurances I made him, of the States

being rather defirous the Thing fhould be done; which I knew he would be

confirmed in by Monfieur Mauregnault, before the Poft parted.

This is all I have yet done, but am refolved. To-morrow, to try one Point

more -, which is, to engage Monfieur MauregnauJt to propofe it at the Com-
mittee of Secret Affairs, which is now very thin, while the Penfioner is ab-

fent ; and endeavour to engage them either to write themfelves to their Re-
fident at Fienna^ or, at lealf, to order the Greffier to do it : So as he may fa-

tisfy the Emperor that it is a Thing defired by the States ; and will be thought

prudent by them to make fuch a Compliment to his Majefly, at this Time.
If I can compafs it, I hope it may go by thePofl on iTourfday Night, and you
fhali have a farther Account of it by next Ordinary.

S I R,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, June iz. A"^. S. i6j6.

SIR,
SINCE my laft I engaged Monfieur MMtregnault to move the Commiflioners

of Secret Affairs, to write to their Refident at Fienna, concerning Prince
fFillia-n, and in the Terms I propofed j according to what I told you in my
laft. He has been fince with me, and told me, he chofe his Time, when
there were but three more ; but they excufed themfelves, upon their Refi-
dent being either parting, or already parted, from Fienna this Way } having
lately obtained Leave to return hither, upon his particular Affairs. Though
this be given me in Payment, yet, I believe, the Truth is, they arc timorous

of
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of afting any thing in the Abfence of both Prince and Pcnfioncr, without
being inllrufted in cither of their Minds. So that I have been able yet to go
no farther than engaging Monfieur </(? Lyra's, and Monfieur Campi-icbi''s Oifices^

at Fienna, upon Monfieur Mauregrianh's telling them, what he thought was
the Mind of the States. Upon the Penfioner's Return I will try once more.
Whether he will be content to be underftood by the other Deputies in this

Matter, whether he fpeak or noj which he ever excufes, upon a folemn Vow
he has made to the contrary.

I told you in a Poftfcript of my laft. That the Emperor's Paflports were
juft then arrived. The next Day that Minifter here put in the inclofed Me-
morial, which the Deputies came to acquaint me with the fame Afternoon.
I told them, They might underftand it as they pleafed j but, for my Part, I

look'd upon it as a captious Thing, and fhould fo declare my Senfe of it pub-
lickly, if upon the Suggeftions in it, he made Difficulty, or Delay, to ex-
change the Paflports } iiince he knew very well the Form of thofe from France^

and that they were without the Claufe for Couriers: And if Exception had
been taken at that, the Emperor's Paflports might have been drawn up ac-

cordingly, as the Spaniards have been of a Second Edition. That for the

Number, I had writ to have it fupplied from France and Siveden^ and expe6ted
it. But in the mean Time, to take away all Excufe, I was content to ex-
change one for one, till I fhould be poflefs'd of more. Hereupon I gave the
Deputies the Copies of the French and Swedijb Paflports, to be communicated
to Monfieur Campricht, according to hisdefire.

Yefl:erday I fent to Monfieur Mauregnault^ to know what was like to be
done : But he returned me Anfwer, That the Refident was fatisficd with the
Form of the S'vocdip^ but not of the French } and that he was refolved to put
in another Memorial, to excufe himfclf from making the Exchange till all

was reciprocal. I went to Monfieur Mauregnaujf, and made him fenfible,

how all thefe Exceptions of the Refident were exprefly provided againfl;, by
their Refolution of the i8th pafl:} and that the States were to anfwer to the
World, for all captious or elufory Paces, that were made in this matter of
the Peace, by their Allies, as well as themfelvesj fince it was in their power
to fupport them in it, or to leave them. This Afternoon Monfieur Maiireg-

nault fent me Word, the States had refolved their Deputies fhould go to

the Refident, and abfolutely demand that two of the Emperor's Pafl^ports,

one for France, and t'other for Sweden, fhould be put into their Hands, to

be exchanged for the fame Number from thofe two Crowns. That they, the

Deputies, were to go this Afternoon j and if they found him, they would
give me a farther Account of it, before the parting of this Ordinary.

I hear of another difficulty made by the Danifo Minifl:er, about the Want
of an t^c. after the Words Dani£ (^ Norwegia^ in the S-wediJJj Paflport ;

which both the Penfioner and Monfieur Manregnault have recommended to

me: But I refufed to meddle in it, unlefs they gave it me in Writing, which,
they fay, will be done j and then, I fuppofe. You muft be troubled with it,

as I always expefted to be with any Delays or Difficulties that could be raifed

by feveral of the German Confederates, who hope to find their Account in

the War. But, I believe, though the States feem not inclinable to feparate

at all from them in the Grofs of the Affair j yet they will not fupport them
in what is only captious or dilatory : Nor could they, I believe, anfwer it

to the popular Clamours it would raife here j which is an Argument I am
often fain to have Recourfe to, and not without Reafon, or Succefs.

By the extraordinary diligence of this lafl: Pacquet, I am already pofl'efs'd

of Yours of the 50th pafl:. To which I find no other Return due at prefent,

befides the Acknowledgment of what you there tell me, of his Majefty'sRefolu-
tions already taken, in order to the Congrefs j and the Expe6tation you give

me of what will be fiirther confidcred, as to the Treatment of Elcftoral or

Ducal Ambaffadors. As much as I have heard, no fuch have been received

in the Spanifi Court ; but in the French they have, from the Duke of Sa'voy >

I think never from that of Lorrain j and cannot well tell whether from any

Eleftor, or no.

I am
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I am very glad his Majclly fiills in with my Reprefciuations, about devol-

ving the Care of the Peace, and PunilTiment of Criminal Offences, upon the

Ma^iftrates of the Town; Not only for what you pleafe to remark, for the

Ncwncfs of the Thing, if it were left to the Mediators, as this State has

dcfigncd } but bccaufe it were impoffiblc for us to difcharge fuch an Office,

without certain Diflaftc to fome of the Parties j which, I think, is our Part

to avoid, all that can be. However, for what may concern our felves and
cur Servants in that matter, I think it will be neceflary for us to have In-

ftruftions, allowing us not only to propofc it to the reft, but to do it our

fclvcs, in cafe Occafion be given. For, without Orders, I doubt, it will not

be fit for us to fubjccl our felves, or any that belong to us, to any Jufticc be-

fides his Majcfty's.

For the Compliment you enjoin to be made to the States, or the Penfioner,

upon the change of his Majefty's Refolution concerning the firft Vifits, fince

the Arrival of their Ambafladors at Nimiguen : I fhall choofe rather to do it

to the Penfioner, at his Return, than pals any Formalities upon it towards

the States. What you intended towards the Dutch AmbaHadors already at

Nimegtien^ is, I believe, performed. For, among feveral Queries in point

of Ceremony, which Sir Lyoncll "Jenkins''^ great Modcfty fent me laft \\'eek,

upon the expefted Approach of the French AmbafTlidors, one was. Whether
to take notice of that matter to the Dutch? and, Whether before or after

he made the Vifit to the French ? Upon his earntft Defire I adventured to

give him my Opinion in all ot them; and in this it was, To take notice of
the Change of his Orders to the Dutch Ambafladors, even before the Arrival

of the French y and to tell them. That his Orders being general, he would
now do the fame to any other Dutch AmbafTiidor that ihould hereafter arrive.

I have found by Sir LyoneJl Jenkins's laft, that he was pleafed to approve of
what I had writ upon all the feveral Points, and refolved to do accordingly.

So that, I luppofe, this is already performed, and in the manner I mention.

I fhall fend you a Dcduftion of what concerns the Merchant-Adventurers

by the next j and remain ever,

SIR,

Tour, Sec.

Since the writing of this, and jufl upon the Clofure of the Pacquet, two of

the Emperor's PafTports are delivered me, in Exchange with one from

France, and another from Sweden.

To the D U KE.
Hague, June i6. N. S. i6j6.

May it pleafe Your Highnefs,

AFter fo great an Honour as this Pacquet brought me, by one from your

Highnefs of the 30th paft, I thought it could not too foon be either

acknowledged or obeyed. And, therefore, I prefume to give your High-

nefs moft humble Thanks for the Honour I received, at the fame Time I

difpatch'd away the inclofed to the Prince of Orange. I very well remember

his Majefty's Mind, which he was pleafed himfelf to fignify to me when I was

laft in England, upon Difcourfe of the Prince's Journey thither j but never had

any Occafion to make ufe of it, till I took leave of him, the Day before he

left this Place. For though his Majefty had laft Winter fome Jealoufy of

fuch an Intention; yet I never heard the Prince Hiy one Word towards it,

Cnce my firft coming over till then j unlefs it was when my Lord Chamber-
lain was here : And whatever he faid then in my hearing, look'd rather like

Civility, or Return of Compliment, than any ierious Thought. When be
entered
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cntred thofe Difcourfes upon it, which I gave his Majefty and Your High-
ncfs an Account of, I told him his Majefty's Mind : To which he replied.

That he had always thought fo too, while he had any Hopes of the Peace be-
ing made : But he did not fee how that could be, unlefs his Majefty would
hiake it, by declaring the Terms upon which he thought it fit and reafonable
for both Parties to agree. That he did not find his Majefty difpofed to make
this Peace j having never received any Anfwer to what he had written upon
that Subject. And, therefore, the War being, in his Opinion, like to draw
out in Length, he was refolved to try if he might haVe his Majefty's Leave
to make that Journey after this Campaign, and thereupon to write thofe Let-
ters he fent me. Farther than conveying them I had nothing in Commiflion
from his Highnefs, but only to endeavour that it might be a Secret. And I

muft confefs, as far as my ihort Sight will reach, I think there can be no In-
convenience in that, from Circumftances on all Sides, whether it ends here
or no ; which will depend wholly upon His Majefty and your Highnefs.

I am forry this Station furnifties me with no Occafions of entring into your
Highnefs's more particular Service, by the Honour of Your Commands j

which ftiould always meet with the Obedience that becomes me, and the
conftant Devotion wherewith I am,

SIR,

Tour Highnefs's mofi Faithful^

and mofi Ohedient,

Humble Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, June ip. N.S. l6j6.

SIR,
Since my laft, I have received from the French AmbafTadors at Nimeguen,

two Paflports for the Emperor, as many for the Duke of Brandenburgh,

and this State > with three for the Duke of Nieuburg: So as there want only
from France two for Denmark, whofe Minifter here is, to the full, as pun6ti-

lious as any other. Thofe for the Emperor I exchanged Yefterday, and
tranfmitted the three Imperial Pafles immediately to the Ambaftadors at Ni-
meguen, who, by their Letters, prefs'd me for them, as well as for the reft

from the German Princes. The others I could not yet exchange, the Bran-
denburgh Minifters being out of Town, and the Nieuburg Paflports not being

yet arrived. Thofe likewife from the four German Princes I before-men-

tioned, are not yet come j but I queftion not a few Days will bring all into

my Hands. Thofe laft arrived for Brandenburgh are in the Stile he defires,

of Ambaflador and Plenipotentiary. I do not hear of any other Duke, or

Prince, befides that Eleftor, that intends to give his Minifter the Stile of
Ambaflador j and I wilh he would have declined it : For, on the one Side,

he expefts they ftiould be treated like thofe of Crowned Heads, and they,

I doubt, will not underftand it fo. I know fome have faid upon it, That they

thought as much ought to be given to a King's Envoy, as to an Eleftor's Am-
bafllidor, if that Stile be allowed them: I hear it has never been fo in France,

no more than in Spain : And that the pretence is grounded, chiefly, upon his

Majefty having treated Prince Maurice fo, being Ambaflador from the Eleftor

of Brandenburgh : Which I had never heard any Thing of till t'other Day,
from the Lunenburgh Minifter here.

Vol. II. F f f Having
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to

me-

Having obfervcd in his Majefty's Inftruftions of December i6th 167Uhis Ambafladors for the Congrcfs, that I was commanded to repair .mme-
diatcly to Mmjuen-, after having procured effeftually from the States,
\vhatever Ihould be toiind neccffary to be done on their Parts as wcl; for the
aftual forming the AlTembly, the determining a reafonable Circuit of Neu-
tral Country, next adjacent to Nmegueu, between tl>e two Rivers of iheIVaaUnd the Menfe; as for the difpatching by themfelvcs, and th.ir Conie-
derates, the Paflports ncccffary for the other Parties, in the Forms that are
proper. And conceiving to have now accomplifh'd all three Points} the De-
termination of Neutral Country between thofe two Rivers, being wholly left

to his Majefty by the States, and their Allies j and the Paffports neceflary
being all exchanged, and thofe lefs important being yet every Day expected:
I thought my felf obhged by the Tenor of his Majefty's faid Jnftru6i:ions, efpe-
cially upon the Arrival of the French Ambafladors, to prepare my felf for

my Journey to Nimeguen. And having a Houfe there already upon my
Hands, at the Rate of very near fourfcore Pounds a Month

;
(thoucrh his

Majefty is not pleafed to confider that, or any other Expcnces neceftary up-
on this Removal) I have given Order for carrying away my Goods to Nime-
guen with the firit, intending to follow them fo foon as my Houfe, by their

Arrival, will be ready to receive mej which, I fuppofe, may be about the
Time that, in Anfwer to this, I may know if his Majefty has any farther

Commands for me here before I go.

I remember but two Bulinefl'es relating to this Place, that I am yet to give
you the Account of; which are, that of the Jeivt Petition for Surinam^ and
that of the Englifl) Company at Dort. I promifed You a Deduftion of this

laft by a former Poft ; and have deferred it only becaufe I would do both to-
gether, and fpeak to the Pcnfioner once more, upon both of them, before I

did it } which I have not yet been able to do j but hope to do it by the next,
and give You the Account of them j as well as of what he will be induced to
in the Bufinefs of Prince IFUliam.

I am ever.)

S I R,

I'our^ 6cc.

To Str Joieph Williamfon.

Haguc^ Jhui 24. A''. S. i6j6.

SIR,

With Your two laft of the 6th and pth, I have received all the feveral

Papers You were pleafed to fend me, concerning the feveral Parties

Acceptance of his Majefty's Mediation ; as likewife what concerns Mr. Skeltun's

prefent Difpatch. I have, fincc my laft, made my utmoft Attempt, both

upon the Penfioner, and the other Commiflioners of Secret Affiiirs, in order

towards the facilitating that Purfuit, by fome Offices from hence. And
though the Penfioner continued obftinate to move nothing in it himielfj yet

I prevailed with him, at length, to let the others underftand, That he Ihould

not diftike their doing it : And that whatever the Emperor fhould be con-

tent to do, in Compliance with his Majefty, he believed this State would be
fatisficd with. Hereupon I got Monfieur Maiireg>iauh to propofe it again

Yefterdayi and at Night he came to my Houfe, but not finding mc within,

he left Word with my Secretary, that what could be done was refolved in

that Bufinefs } and that they had written to communicate it to the Prince

according
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according to their Forms. I have not been able to find him to Day, fo as

to know the Particulars > but fuppofe they will amount to fomething thac

may conduce to the Good of the Affair, which 1 fhall, by next Poft, give

You Account of. I have made all my Inllances in this Matter as wholly from
my fclfi but Monfieur P'an Bennin^hcn writ them Word, that I had Orders
from his Majelly, which I was content they fhould believe from him, though
I owned it not.

I fend You inclofed a Letter for his Majefty, from the Duke o? Hanover^
delivered me by his Rclident here; who defired that his Mailer's Paflports

might ftile him Duke of Brunpwkk and Ltinenhurgh •, and his Minifters, Ple-

nipotentiaries ; not, Mhiiftrcs (^ Depntez^ as the French Stile runs to all the

German Princes, except thofe they fent lafl for the Dukes of Brandenburgh

and Nieuhurgh. I obferved in thefc laft, with fome Wonder, that the Stile

ufcd not only to the Eledlors, but to the Duke of Nieubtirg's Minifters, is

Amhajjadenr i3 Plenipotentiaire \ whereas, in the former Paflports lying ftill

by me, for the Electors Palatine^ Mentz^ and 'friers^ it is only Miniftres i3
DepHtcz; which the Hanover Refident tells me, he hears none of them will

accept of; and, that the Brandenburgh Minifter here was almoft difgracedj

for accepting one in that Form, upon the Exchange. I received Letters

from the French AmbafTadors at Nimcgucn^ two Days fince, excufing that

the two Paflports remaining due to Denmark had been forgot, and promifing

to folicite their Expedition by the firft. But the laft You fent me for thac

Crown/ from Sivedcn., will not be accepted by their Minifter, giving that

King the Title of DanicS only, without Nor-wegi^f as the firft Sivcdijh Paflports

run ; and it pafs'd, though with fome Exception for want of an ^c. but this

is abfolutcly refufed : And I know not how fuch Difference or Uncertainty

has happened in the fame Matter, and from the fame Hand. You fhall, by
the next, receive the Copies You order of all the Paffports that have not

pafs'd Your Hands j Your Letter being arrived too late for it, by this Ordi-

nary.

I told You in my laft, of my preparing for my Journey to Nimegtien^ upon
the feveral Points enjoined me, as neceffary to forming the Congrefs, being

now fo near wound off. But, as the Inftances of the French Ambaffadors
there, as well as Sir Lyonell Jenkins^ prefs me to hailen that Remove, fo the

Minifters of thofe Princes whofe Paffports are not yet exchanged, prefs my
Stay till that Matter is wholly ended; and the States are very deflrous to

have the Neutral Country determined before I go. Between thefe two }

as for the Satisfaction of the firft, 1 have given Order for lliipping away the

beft Part of my Houfhold-ftuff To-morrow ; fo I fhall ftay here my felf, till

I receive his Majefty's Orders in Anfwer to my laft. I defire likewifc to

know his Majefty's Pleafure, Whether upon my going to Nimcguen^ he would
have me leave a Secretary here ; or, whether he think the Bufinefs here, in

my Abfence, will require another Hand.
I am promifed the Anfwer about the Jevjs at Surinam by the next; and

fhall not fail to fend with it the State of the Merchant-Adventurers Company y

fo as this ihall give You no farther Trouble, than by the Affurances of my
being ever,

SIR,

Tour, &c.

V o L. IL F f f 2 fgf
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To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague, 'June 24. N. S. i6j6.

My Lord,

I
Have, by fome Letters from my Wife, received fo great Teftimonics of
Your Lordlliip's Favour to mc, that I find it as hard for me to make the

Acknov/ledgments that become me, as it would be to negle6t them any longer.

Therefore I could not forbear engaging Your Lordlhip in this Trouble j though
I have nothing elfe to bear me out beiidcs the humble Thanks I am to return

Your Lordfliip, for concerning Yourfelf fo obligingly in what touched me fo

unjullly
-J
and tlie Afllirances, That no Man can be cither more fenfible of

Your Favour, nor more refolvcd to deferve it by my Services, whenever they

be worth Your Lordtliip's employing upon any Occafion.

I am endeavouring, as fail as 1 can, to get loofe from hence, in order to

my Journey for Nimcgucn-j where we are like to enter into a wide Sea: And
though we fliou!d Itcer the Courfe his Majclfy prcfcribes us never fo well, yet

it will be a great deal fubjeft to the Winds that fliall rife from the Humours
of the feveral Parties, and the Tides that will run differently according to their

SuccefTes. The French have given of late all the Facility they could to the

Congrefs, and made hafle to the Place, as deflring no better Peace, tl^n upon
the prefent Plan of Affairs. The Confederates, efpecially the Houle of ^u-
firia, are lullen, as Lofers ufe to be, and fo, in all the Paces of the Treaty,

are flow and refty ; hoping for tbmcthing from the Campaign, which may
make room for Pretenfions that would hardly be in countenance as Things
Ifand at prefent. T\\c Swede is earneft for a Peace} as having more Hopes of
recovering himfclf that way, than by a War. This State defii'es it as much
as any, and has no Pretences of its own j but dares not break from their Con-
federates, not trutling England tnou^, nor France -M all, fo as to depend up-

on cither after the Peace is made. Denmark and Brandenburgh are eager in

the War} finding the Swedes wtzk, divided, and umcWQwc^bXehy France any
farther than their Money, and fo hoping to drive them this Summer out of

Germany-y which, for ought I fee, they may endanger, if the Concert of the

Confederates prove anfwerable to their Strength in thofe Parts.

With thefe Difpofitions the Congrefs is to begin, but how it will end, muft
certainly depend, in a great meafure, upon the SuccefTes that will attend the

Campaign. The Defigns, at prefent, of the Confederates, feem to deter-

mine in the Siege of Stralfonde in Pomerania -, of Pbilipsburgb in Germany i

and in Flanders upon that of Mafiricht : And it will be hard if one of thcfe

does not occafion a Battle, which may be more decifive than any Siege.

I know Your Lordfhip has but too much Share in the Trouble of my con-

ftant Letters to Mr. Secretary IVilliamfon > and therefore, I fliall not give You
any farther Interruption, than by the very unfeigned Profefhons of my being

niofl pallionately, and ever,

My Lord,

Tour LordJJnp's mojl Faithful

and moji Humble Servant^

TO
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To the KING.
Nimeguen, September 2. N.S. i6j6.

May it plcafe Tour Majejly,

THough what we writ jointly this Day of our Conjcfture, that fome of
the Parties, perhaps, on each Side, would this Winter endeavour rather

to fall into feparate Meafures with fome of the Parties, than to advance a ge-
neral Peace, was grounded upon what Sir Lyonell Jenkins told me, he had ob-
ferved in his late Vifits and Convcrfxtions with the French AmbafTadors;
wherein they owned, very plainly, their Hopes and Expeftation of breaking
the Force of the Alliance this Winter, by drawing off either the Dutch, or,
at leaft, fome of the German Princes : Yet I thought fit to trouble Your Ma-
jefty with fome more particular Obfervations of my own upon this Subjeft, in

Difcourfe more private with fcveral of the Parties, and which I have not com-
municated to any other. Monfieur Colbert^ after much Compliment to me
the firft Month I was here, of his Mailer's particular Eftcem of me, and of
his own believing, that no Man but I could make the Peace, in regard of the
Intereft he believed I had with the Prince of Orange, and of the Neceflity
there wa^s of the Houi'e oi Jujlria's complying with any Meafures the Prince
ihould take ; has lately defcendcd into more particular Difcourfes, of the Ad-
vantages the Prince fhould be lure to find in a Treaty with the King his Ma-
iler: Of the Convenience the Prince would find in carrying it on privately

with France, during the more publick Negotiations here : That the late Duke
of Bavaria did the fame at the Treaty of Munfier, and thereby was the Per-
fon that made that Peace, and, at the fame time, eilablifh'd his own Interefls

with all the Advantage he could propofe to himfelf : That the Prince of
Orange might ad the fame Part here, and with the fame Succefs both to the
General Peace and to himfelf: That he could negotiate it by no Man fo well

as by me } and none could have a Part of greater Honour or Advantage, than
mine would be in theConduft of fuch an Affair. I told him, upon thisOcca-
fion, the Truth of what I thought concerning the Prince and my Self in this

Matter > which was, that though, perhaps, his Highnefs would hear me talk

to him, either of his general or particular Interefls, as foon as another Man,
yet I had never known that Perfon who had aucun pom-oir fur fon efprit : That
Your Majefty had found you had a great deal lefs than You had Reafon to ex-

pe£t; and that others had none at all, who pretended to have more than their

Share: That by what I knew of the Prince's Difpofitions, I much doubted the
'R.cVxef of Mafii icht would not difpofe him to the Peace; and that he would
be loth to fit down melancholy at the Hague with that Thorn at his Hearc
That I heard he was /w^ depite at prefent j but that when the Campaign en-

ded, I iliould have Occafion of feeing him, and iliould then be lure to know
the Bottom of his Heart > which I ihould acquaint Your Majeity with, and
obferve Your Dire£lions upon it. Monfieur Colbert replied. That if theprmce
would by me have given them any private Aflurances, that the carrying of
Alajiricht would have difpofed him to the Peace, he was fure the King his

Mailer would willingly have given him the Glory of it, and employ'd his Ar-
my fomewhere in Flanden ; Mais qii" il ne falloit pas quitter le certain pour V
incertain; that he believed the Prince was in ill Humour upon it, Mais que le

tempi le ramcncroit ; and that he believed, that would not be before the End of
the Campaign,

I obfcrved, in fome particular Difcourfes oi y\.. Be-oering, in a Humour when
we are aptell to tell Truth, That at leafl, for his own parr, he was extreme
ill fatisfy'd with the Spaniards, and with the War being purfu'd only for the
Interefls of that Crown, who contributed fo little towards it : That he defired

the Peace fo much, as, if Spain would not be reafonable in it, to wifh for it

without them. This, I know, is theSenfc of the fubftantial Part of the People
in
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in Holland, as well as his j and whether the Prince, and the Pcrfons at prefent

in the Government, will be able, after this Difgracc at Majlricht^ to keep the

Spirits there in 'I'emper enough to carry on the War another Year, I cannot:

yet, or at this Diitance, take upon me to judge.

1 have obferved by my Converlation with the Sivedifb Minifters, both at the

Hague and here, that they defire a Peace with more Impatience than an^ of

the Parties > and fo far, that if they cannot have it general in a fliort time,

they would be glad of a particular one, either with Holland^ or the Duke of

Brandenhurgh. They do not think France confiders them at all in proportion

to the Loflcs and Misfortunes they have engaged them in : And one of their

AmbaHadors told me, He did not believe que les affaires fuJJ'ent encore dans lap:

fiette que la France demandoit, ny quil cjluit neccjj'ahe pour leur /aire tout de boit

fouhaitter la faix gencrale. He faid this a little myitenoufly, making me believe,

he had already particular Reafon to think fo j but ihould, in a little Time,
know more, and would then, in Confidence, acquaint me with it.

I doubt It will be neceffary for me, in the Courfc of this Affair, fometimes

to give Your Majcfty fome fuch Accounts as this, of what may pafs to me in

particular Confidence from fome of the Minifters, either by force of old Ac-
quaintances, or any other Motions they Hiall find towards it: Anc , poflibly,

they may give Your Majelly more Light than the more open Paces here. Bun
if Your Majelly will avoid the Trouble, and appoint any other Perfon, to

whom I lliall addrefsfuch Difpatches, I Ihall not farther prefume to give Your
Maiefty thcfc Interruptions; but content my felf with Your Majefly's Pardon
for what is pail, and with Your Juftice in believing and accepting that invio-

lable Truth and Devotion, wherewith I am, and Ihall be ever,

SIR,

Tour Majejly^s moft Loyal,

Subjeil and Ser-vanty

W. Temple,

To the KING,

Nimeguen, September zo. N.S. i6j6.
May it pleafe Tour Majejly,

UPON the Prince's Return from the Armv, he was pleafcd to write me
a Letter, giving me notice of it, and dedring me to meet him at his

Houfe near Utrecht, which I did on Tburfday laft. I ftaid two Days with his

Highncfs, and had very large Difcourfes with him upon the Events of the
prefent Campaign, and Appearances of the Treaty. As to my own Part in
them, I fliall only fay, That they were all apply'd to thofc Ends, and in that

Method, which I thought moll agreeable to Your Majelly's Intentions, and to
the feveral Inilruftions 1 have had the Honour to receive from Your Majelly,
or by Your Order upon this Subje6t. The Subilance of all his Highnefs's Dif-
courfe, I lliall fum up in as few and as fhort Heads as I can for Your Maje-
lly's Eafc.

He exprefs'd a great Senfe of the Misfortune of this Campaign, and fiid. He
knew very well, Lc malheur de [on fofte, ou pendant que les autres faifoient les

fautes, c'eftoit a luy de fouffrir la hontc. When I told him. That was too hard
an Expreflion, and that no body thought he deferv'd, he repeated it again,
and faid. It mud be fo in the Opinion of all the World, but only fome few,
who knew the Infide of the Bufinefs : That he faw no Remedy for it with the
prefent Condud of Spain, nor with fuch Men as they employ 'd in Flanders:

That
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That fome of them were loth to venture the Army, and fome as loth to ven-
ture thcmfelves, and others knew not how to do either a propos : That I

might very well think, however, that he had no mind to fit down with the
Dilgrace of fuch a Campaign; and that if the Spaniards could but garifon their

To vvns, fo as to make any Defence in Form, he would yet hope, he might
have his Revenge another Year, by trufting to no Ai'my but his own.
When I asked, Whether he thought the States were in Humour, or the

Country in Condition to go on with the War ? he faid. He would not diflem-

ble it-, They had a horrible mind to the Peace > but fo they had for thefe

'I'wo laft Years : That they were, however, able to go on with it, efpecially

if they were eafed of their Sublidies to the Allies, and would be infenfibly

engaged in it, as they had been thefe Two laft Campaigns, if they could not
have a Peace with fome Honour and Safety.

When I took notice of his little Inclinations to any fudden Peace, he faid,

on the contrary. He had a mind to it, and that no Interefts of his own ihould
delay it j but that he could not tell how to come by it (which Words, I re-

member, he fpoke in EngUJlj) : That he would deal plainly with me as to his

own Thoughts; That though a Congrefs was neceflary, yet, he believ'd, we
could not hope to make a Peace here in lefs than about Four Years: That he
was of Opinion, if Your Majefty would have it this Winter, You muft make
it Your Iclf, by telling all the Parties upon what Terms You expefted and
thought reafonable it fhould be made: That if You would not do this. You
mull at leaft employ more private Negotiations towards it, and firft found
France to the Bottom, inftead of founding him (the Prince) ; and this for

Two Reafons : Firft, Becaufe France was fingle, and Mafter of their own Re-
folutions, which he was not; and tho' he could anfwer for himfelf, yet he
could not for thofe he was engaged with. Next, Becaufe if his Highnefs or

Spain ftiould firft declare theniielves upon the Conditions of a General Peace,

France might very well make ufe of it towards breaking their Alliance, or the

Confidence of it, which they could not do towards France, which had no
other Ally but the Swede, and him but very little confidered, either in the

Peace or the War.
When 1 would have enter'd into fome Difcourfe of Conditions the moft

apparent for the Peace, he faid, That, upon the whole, he did not believe,

in the prefent Pofture of Affairs, France could poflibly be brought to fuch
Terms as it was poffiblc for the Allies to accept; nor was it reafonable to

think or to hope they fhould, after fuch a Campaign as had pafs'd in Flanders.

But it was not yet ended \n Jlface, nor, perhaps, in Flanders neither: For
tho' he would not go into the Field again to do nothing, yet, if there fliould

happen a good Occalion, he would be gone again at half an Hour's Warning

:

That, however this Campaign fhould end with France, 'twas like to pafs well
enough againft the Swedes ; and as they had already Eighteen thoufand Men
of the Lunenburgh and Munfler Troops by the Conqueft of Bremen -y fo they

hoped to have Thirty thoufand more next Campaign, if the Swedes were
beaten out of Pomerania, which was not unlikely yet before the Year en-

ded.

He faid, We muft talk over this Matter again when the Campaign was done,

and that we ihould then know better what to fay upon it : That it would be
neceflary for me to come fometimes to the Hague, and to that end advifed

nie to get Leave to do it whenever I faw Occafion. I told his Highnefs, That
I had it already, and fhould make ufe of it whenever his Highnefs thought it

necelTary, and would let me know it, as well as upon any other Occafions of
Your Majefty's Service there.

I remember no more to trouble Your Majefty with out of all our Difcourfes

upon this Matter. There was one thing more his Highnefs faid, which, I

thnik, will be fit to tell Your Majefty, tho' he might not intend it. He told

me, He had received a Letter from Your Majefty, in Anfwer to that he fent

by my Wife; That You had rcfufed him Leave to go over into England before

the Peace, and with Terms fomething hardifla (which were \\\sEngliJh Words)}
That



4 z4 hETTEKS of Sit William Temple,

That he thought it was fit to take an Anfwer when Your Majefty gave it himj

and therefore he fhould trouble You no more about it : That Your Majefty

beft knew when You thought was a fit Time for him to do it, and he fuppos'd,

would let him know it, fince, it feems, he did not himfelf.

I cannot but add one Word of an Advice of another kind, and from another

Hand, becaufe it was new to me, and look'd confiderable. Upon Difcourfc

with Count Oxenjlerne^ about the Court of Vienna, (where he had been lately

Ambaflador) he told me, The Emperor was fo infirm, that it was not belie-

ved he could ever have Children that would live > that this being forefcen, he

found among the Minifters there, that it was refolvcd, in cafe of his dying

without Sons, to leave the whole Succeffion of the Dutchy of Jnjiiia^ and its

Dependencies to the Duke of Lorrain, with Condition to marry the Emperor's

Sifter, and by this means to make way for his being Emperor, which he did

not believe there would be any Difficulty in, efpecially when fuch an Accident

Ihould find him in the Head of the Imperial Army.
I humbly beg Your Majefty's Pardon for this long Interruption, and Your

Acceptance of that humble and hearty Devotion wherewith I am, and ihall

be ever,:

SIR,

Tour Majefifs mofi Loyal,

and mofi Obedient

SubjeSl and Servant,

W. Temple.

. »

To the KING.

Nimeguen, OElober ip. N. S. i6j6.

May it pleafe Your Majefty,

I
Cannot better acknowledge the Honour of receiving Your Majefty's parti-

cular Commands, than by affixring Your Majefty of the infinite Satisfadion

I fliall have in obeying them. I do not remember, that the Reflections I made
upon my laft Difcourfe with the Prince, went fo far as what Your Majefty is

pleafed to make upon them in Your laft Letter. I did not conclude upon all

which paft, that he had a mind to continue the War; but rather, that he

was unrefolved between the Defires of repairing his Honour by another Cam-
paign, and the Fears of being more in fuch Company as he is joined with in

Flanders. But though his Difpofitions feemed doubtful, yet his Judgment was
indeed very pofitive, that the Peace would not be made this Winter, unlefs

Your Majefty undertook it, by advancing fome Propofitions of Your own to-

wards it : He concluded. That we fhould talk it over again after the Cam-
paign fhould be ended on all fides: And, indeed, the Winter Quarters of the

Imperial Armies, where-ever they fall, will open the Profpe6l into the next

Year's Events, more than any thing that has pafs'd this Summer : For if the

French can maintain a Defenfive War in Jlface another Campaign, I believe,

they will take St. Omer, Cambray, or Fakncienncs (if not two or all of them,)

in fpight of all the Dutch and Spanipi Forces will be able to do in Flanders, un-

lefs a very great Change happen in their Conduft or Fortune. But if the

German Armies fhould enter into France, that Crown may, perhaps, have
Work enough on that fide, and be thereby forced to call away fo many of

their Troops out of Flanders, as to leave the Prince of Orange an eafy Cam-
paign there. This, I find, the French AmbafTadors here apprehend, in cafe

the
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tlie Swede be wholly beaten out of Germany this Seafon, and the Alliance con-
tinues united and vigorous another Year. And Monfieur Beverning^ after all

his Fanfares about a feparate Peace, (which Your Majeity will meet with in

Two of our joint Letters by the lait and this Ordinary) feems too publick
and affefted to mean much more, than to induce the Emperor into thofe

Meafures : For after he had talked himfclf fober with me upon that whole
Subje£t, he faid at laft, in plain Terms, That if the Germans would let Brifac
alone, and enter into France next Spiing, the States would not make the
Peace this Year j and that they had ah-cady taken their Meafures, and found
they could go on with the War another Campaign, and with the fame Forces
they had this laft, or fomething greater, if there were a good Occafion.

He intends to go again into Holland about the loth of next Month, when
the next Aflembly will be of the States oi Holland, at which Time the Coun-
fels and Meafures are ufually taken for the enfuing Year, and always for the

chief Expence of it, as near as it can be then forefeen. I hope my Lord
Berkley will by that Time be here, and then I fhall take an Occafion of going
again to the Prince, and iTiall, I fuppofe, be able, at fo critical a Time, to

make a clearer Judgment of what Your Majefty may hope from him, as to

the Peace > and negleft no Endeavours to give his Highnefs thofe Impreffions

which are not only agreeable with Your Majefty's Intentions, but, in my Opi-
nion, with his own Interefts too, in the Pofture he ftands with Friends and
Enemies, both at Home and Abroad. I fliall then give Your Majefty a full

Account of what Difpofitions or Motions I find at the Hague,w\nch.t\\e French

Ambaffador's fay, upon all Occafions, muft chiefly govern what pafl"es here.

In the mean Time, 1 lliall only beg Your Majefty's Pardon for this Interruption,

and Your Jufticein believing me what I fhall ever be, with thegreateft Devo-
tion and Truth,

S I Ry

Your Majefiy's mofi LoyaJ^

andmofi Obedient

Suhje^ and Servant.

W. Temple.

To the Prince of ORANGE.
Nimeguen, OSloher 31. N. S. \6j6.

May it pleafe Tour Highnefs.,

I
Received lately a Letter from his Majefty, dated at Newmarket the 8th of
this Month, and in Anfwer to the Account I gave him of Your Highnefs's

Difcourfes with me at Soefdyke, and your Opinions, that his Majefty propo-
fing the Terms of a Peace to the Parties, will be the only way of making it.

His Majefty fiys upon it, That he doubts Your Highnefs has a mind to conti-

nue the War, which he is forty for •, becaufe, as it is conducted by Your
Allies, he fears. You will not find Your Account in it ; and aflures me, one of
the great Motives he has for the Peace, is the Belief, that Your Highnefs will

be the better for it > That it has ever been his Endeavour, and is fo ftill, to

oblige France to declare it felf to him upon what Terms they will be content to

make the Peace > but if they will not, it muft take the Forms which the Con-
grefs here will give it j and if that will not bring it to pafs, his Majefty muft
content himfelt with having done what he could towards it, according to the
Figure he has taken of the Common Mediator. Upon another Subject his

Vo L. II. G g g Majefty
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Majefty I'.iys, He is glad to underrtand from me, that Your Hignefs is of

Opinion, You mull learn from his Majefty the Time of Your going over into

England, which is not yet proper for it, but when it fhall be fo, he ihall be as

olad to fee you, as you can with your fclf.

I have given Your Highnefs the King's own Words in what I have written,

between two Marks, and intended to have given you a larger Account of ic

my felf at the Hague before this, if my Lord Berkley had come hither fo foon

as we were made believe : It cannot be long before he arrives j and it will not

be long after, I hope, before I fliall have the Honour of killing Your Higli-

nefs's Hands, and ending the Difcourfe we began at Soefdyke. In the mean
time, I am with great 'I'hanks to acknowledge the very great Favour which,

my Wife fays. Your Highnefs is pleafed to offer, of lodging me at the Hague^

and may very well take Your Highnefs at Your Word, if the Weather and

my Health continue ill, as they have been of late.

I fend Your Highnefs inclofed a Letter I received from Mr. Sidney^ which

came not fooner, becaufe, as I found by another, he had great Difputes with

his Father before he would give this Anfwer. I am very forry for it ; but

fince You find the Lieutenant Colonel fo very capable, I hope it will be no

Lofs. In cafe he has the Regiment, Major /hcbcr has begg'd of me to men-

tion him to Your Highnefs, for the Lieutenant Colonel's Place, which I

fhould not do, but that I remember Your Highnefs exprefs'd a very good
Opinion of him-, and I find by him. That he cannot (as he fays) poffibly live

on the Regiment he is with Fenwick and JVeaJty. I hear, this laft is endea-

vouring to turn out one Captain Knight^ for having been a Friend to Major
jirchcr in fome of their Quarrels j I humbly beg Your Highnefs to fufpend

any fuch Refolution, till I have the Honour of feeing You. I am ever, with

perfedt Truth and Devotion,

S I R^

Tour Highnefs^s tnojl Obedient,

and mofi Humble Servant,

W. Temple,

To Mr, Secretary Williamfbn.

Hague, January if. N. S. 1677.

SIR,

SINCE my laft, the Day after my Arrival here, I endeavoured to Ipeak

with the Penfioner upon thofe Matters relating to this Ambafiy, and ftill

remaining without any Anfwer, or, at leaft, Difpatch. After having twice

excufed himfelf upon his Indifpofition, at length he gave me an Hour > and I

found him in the Pofture of a fick Man, complaining of une Feire lente, and

Weaknefs upon the Lofs of very much Blood j which, he faid, was all Sanguis

aduftus. Which I repeat from his own Mouth, as Exprcllions that, compared

to other Circumftances of our Converfation, made me conclude his Ulnefs to

be at leaft as much of Mind as of Body ; and derived, perhaps, from the Fa-

tigue and Chagrin of his Bufinefs, rather than his ill Conftitutioui tho' fome-
thing of that be natural to him.

I firft complained of the States Delay, not only in the Satisfaftion, but
even in the Anfwer due to two of his Majcfty's Letters, upon the Bufinefs of

the three Scotch Minifters, which I took to be clear in the Words of the

treaty, and fubjedt to no Difpute or Evafion. He confcfs'd, It might look

like
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like a Negleft in the States, not to anfwer the Letters they had received frotii

his Majefty 5 but they had delayed it, in hopes his Majefty might have been
fatisfied with the Reafons their Ambafladors in England had been charged to
reprefent on that Subje6t } and they were unwilling it Ihould appear by their
Letter, either that his Majefty demanded a 1 hing of them by virtue of a
Treaty, which they did not think the Treaty obliged them to; or that any of
the King's Subjefts, who were, or fhould be hereafter banilhed by his Maje-
fty, might from their Letter take occafion to hope for Refuge in thefe Coun-
tries. But if I would enter into the Debate of this Matter at a Conference
with the States Commiflioners, and fhould not be fatisfied with their Reafons,
but defire them in Writing, they would either give them me to reprefent to
his Majefty, or elfe they would comprehend them in a Letter to his Majefty,
in Anfwer of thofe they had received from him.

I faid, I was refolved to enter upon this Matter, and fee the Bottom of it

while I was here; but hoped, they would upon it be fo far fatisfied with the
Clearnefs of the Cafe, as to anfwer his Majefty's Demand rather by Compli-
ance than Reafons : And fo we refolved to attend two or three Days, in

hopes he might at that time affift at the Conference, fince he defired it; and
I knew very well, nothing would be done to any purpofe without it. I found,
however, that the Strefs of their Pretenfions will lie in the Difference be-
tween Perfons banifhed, and either Rebels or Fugitives who are named in the
Articles. For the Penfioner thinks his Majefty may declare any of his Sub-
je6ts Rebels or Fugitives ; and fuch a Declaration is enough (being fignified

to the States) to ground the Demand now made. But when a Prince or State
baniflieth any Man, they thereby declare him to be a Subje6t no longer ; and
have not afterwards Power to declare him Rebel or Fugitive, efpecially if he
have offered himfelf to the Law; as two of thefe Men, he faid, did, and did
not fly their Country, but by Sentence were forced to do it. But the IfTue of
this Matter I muft refer to our Conference; as likewife that of theZ)or? Com-
pany, and the Ships Thomas and John^ which were recommended in Your laft

to my Care.

When thefe Difcourfes had pafs'd, the Penfioner asked me. Whether I had
brought them the Peace from Nimeguen? And I replied. Since he was fo igno-
rant of what had paffed there, I would tell him ; that they had carried their

Matters there en hahiks gem : That to bring their Allies to the Congrefs, they
had pretended to treat by the Firft of November^ whether they came or no

:

That after the Day they had found Fault with the Powers; offered at newj
made the Mediators courfe from one to t'other ; fpun out two Months time
in thefe Paces, and thereby were gotten in fight of both Spanifl] and Imperial
Minifters, which, I fuppoled, was the Thing they always intended.

He anfwered me, with fomething in his Face both ferious and lad; That
either I did not knov/ the Courfe of their Affairs here, fince I left the Hague^
or elfe I would not feem to know them : That they defired the Peace from
their Hearts, and not only fo, but thought it abfolutely neceffary : That they
would certainly have entred into the Treaty, if the French had either brought
Powers in Form to be admitted, or obliged themfelves to procure new ones.

I faid, I believed him, and that they could have found no better way to bring
their Allies to the Congrefs.

He replied, Je vous diray done encore., que nous n'infijlerons pas fur une paixfelon
les pretenfions de nos Allies^ £9* ne vous reponds pas que nous ne la ferons meme fe-

fark. I laid, it was at leaft a Matter of that Moment, that, I believed, they
would think of it before they did it.

With this, he drew his Chair up clofer to me, and begun, with great Ear-
neftnefs, a very long Difcourfe upon this whole Matter; faying firft. That
they had thought enough of it already; and, for his Part, he was grown, by
thinking much, to conclude it was without Remedy : That they had great

Obligations to Spain, for entring into the War to fave this Country ; but
therein to fave Flanders too : But they had made no ill Return by continuing
the War now three Years only for the Interefts of Spain ; fince there remained
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nothing of Confequence between France and them : That they had, befides^

engaged to carry it on this following Year, with the fame Number of Force?

they did the laft ; and fo they would, if their Allies had performed their Parts :

But for Spain, they took no Care, but only to let them fee they were refoir

ved to perifli : That they fcnt their Fleets home from Sicily witliout any of the

Payments agreed for, and left them to be paid by the States here at their Ar-
rival. That not a Penny could be got of jooooo Guilders they owed them
for Carriages and Provifions the laft Campaign, and which was dcllgned for

their Magazines in Flanders againft the next : That they had reprelented to

Spain the abfolute Neceflity of keeping fo many Forces in Flanders as woulcj

defend their Towns, while the Prince took the Field j which he was content

to do with the Army of this State j but not a Word of Anfwcr : That they

had then defired Spain to receive fo many of the Forces of their Allies, ^
might ferye to defend their Places) but, inftead of this, they drove them out

of their Country. That, for the Emperor, they had always told him, unlefs

his Army would march into France^ or give a Battle, Flanders could not be
defended laft Year, nor this next, unlefs his Forces took up their Winter
Quarters in Jlfaiia., or that fide of the Rhine: but at Vienna^ they confidered

Flanders A% much as the Dutch do Hungary: And becaufe the Imperial Officers

could make greater Advantages of Winter Quarters in Germany^ than in fuch

a haraffed Country as Alfatia^ their Armies muft return this Winter, uad
thereby lofe all the Advantages that might have been made of the laft Cam-
paign : That for want of Magazines in Flanders^ two or three of the befl

Frontier Towns would be loft next Year before the Imperialifts could poflibly

take the Field j and if Cambray., Falenciennes^ and Mons were gone, all the

reft would certainly revolt i confidering the Miferies they had already fufFer-

cd, and muft ftill by a longer War ; That either the Prince could not be fooa
enough in the Field to prevent it, or elfe he would not be able to fubfift for

want of Magazines, and the Country's being like to be deferted and wafte by
this Bufinefs of Contributions unfettled j or elfe he would not be ftrong enough
to venture a Battle, or raife a Siege j confidering how weak the Spaniards

would be, how poorly their Towns would be defended, and how ftrong France

would conie on that lide into the Field, while they had no Enemy upon the

Rhine : That the Prince's Friends could never fuffcr him to go into the Field,

only to fee Towns taken under his Nofe, and, perhaps, the whole Country
loft, while he was expected to defend it, and render'd uncapable of doing it

by the Faults of the Spaniards ) who yet would lay it to his Charge, and be
the firil to reproach him: Which would be done likewife by his Enemies at

Home, and lU-willers Abroad j who would be glad of the Occafion.

In the mean time, from France they could have whatever Conditions they

pretended, either as to the reftoring of Maftrichtj or the Reglcment of Com-
jnerc,e, or the Advantages of the Prince j and as to this laft, all they could

defire. That they had Letters every Week from the Marefchal d'EJirades

upon this Subjeft, and from other Hands: And, for his own part, though he
fhould fall into it with Regret, yet he did not fee what elfe was to be done j

and he did not know one Man in Flolland thTCt was not of the fame Mind.
This long Difcourfe ended with fiying, that he did not talk to pie lijye ai)

Ambaflador, but a Friend, and one whofe Opinion he eftcemed : That he
difcovered to me Icur fort^ £5? leur foikle-y and would be glad to know what
elfe I thought they could do dans raccabkment de cet Etat par me fi longue

guerre^ and all the Circumftances that now attend it both from their Friends

and their Enemies.
1 gave him Thanks for the Confidence heexprefs'd towardsme i but defired

to be excufed forgiving my Counfel or Opinion to a Perfon who was fo able tp

take Meafures for the State and for Himfclf. But I defired to know what he
reckoned would become of FHnders after this State had made a feparate Peace?
He replied, that it would be loft cither in one Summer or two } but more
probably in one : For, he believed, the Towns of Camhay, Faknciennes^ Na-
iBur^ and Mons-, might be taken in one Campaign} or, if Vakncimnes were

only
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pnly talcen on that fide, Cambray would be out of Care, and inufl: fall of it

felf; That after this, none of the great Towns would offer at defending
themfelves, unlefs it were Antiijerp •, and for that, perhaps, fome Meafures
might be taken with France.

\ asked him, How he reckoned this State was to live with France, after

Flanders was wholly loll ? And whether he thought it would not be perfeftly
at Difcretion?

He faid. If they could hope to fave Flanders by continuing the War, they
would not think of a feparate Peace: But if they faw it mu(l be loft by one as

well as t'other, they thought it beft by the laft ; which would not only Icfs

exhauft the State, but be lefs Dilhonour to the Prince too : That after Flan-
ders was loft, they would live fo with France, that they Ihould find it more
for their Profit to preferve this State, than to deftroy it : That he knew very
well, it was not a Thing to be chofenj but tliey Ihould be forced to it, as

;Men are fomctimes to defperate Remedies : That they had long hoped fome
•Refource from better Condufb in the SpanijI) Affairs : That they had believefi

•fome Impreflions of the German Army in France it felf, might have broughiiC

the Bufinefs i un accommodement raifonable : That he, for his own part, ha^
ever believed, England it felf would cry Halte at one Step or otherj and if

,they would be content to fee half Flanders loft, yet they would not fee it all,}

and the fame of Sicily : That the King had the Peace in his Hands for th?,^
Two Years paft, and might have made it when he pleafed, and upon wh^
Conditions he thought fit : That for their Parts, Monfieur Fan Beuninghe^

Jiad defired his Majefty to fay whatever he would have in it, and that this

State would endeavour it upon any Terms his Majefty propofed j but that hp
could never get one Word of Anfwer : That he had full Power to make arar

•fort of Alliance with his Majefty that he defired > but nothing of that neither.

That he confeffed it was true, CunSia priiis tentanda j but he found at length,

it was irnmcdicahile vulnus : And he faw nothing left for them to do, but a fe-

parate Peace : That he underftood very well, what I meant by asking hov7
they were to live with France after the Lofs of Flanders ; but he caft up
that too : That, firft. La vifee de la France [era plfitot fur VAllemagne on fur
f Italie, que fur eux : That, in the next place, he knew it would not be their

Intereft to conquer or deftroy this State, but could make better Ules by pre-
ferving it in a Dependance upon them : That the King had feen their Coun-
try, and underftood it fo ; and had faid upon all Occalions fince. That he had
rather have them for his Friends, than his Subjefts : That for their Religion,
which he had as much at Heart as any Man, he did not fear any thing in that

from France neither : That the King was x\ot fi coiffe de Ja Religion, as thereby
to lofe any Interefts of his State > and he knew very well, that any Force or
Change in Religion here, would quickly deilroy the Trade j and thereby the
Sea Forces of this Country, which he might make better ufe of, than if it

were left un grand marecage. But at laft, if their State muft fill in Four and
twenty Hours, 'twere better for them, to defer it to the laftj apd that itft^oul,d

happen at Night, rather than at Noon.
All this was difcourfcd with fo much Earneftnefs, that I was afraid it had

•done him Hurt: and, indeed, it left him not in Condition or Breath, to go on
with a longer Converfation. And fo, havmg fiiid. It was not a Matter to be
rcfolved between us Two > and that I wifh'd him Health enough ,to go thro'

the Thoughts and Bufinefs of fo great a Conjunfture, I left him.
The next Morning I went to the Prince j and after fome common Talk, 1

told him, I had feen the Penfioner, and asked, Whether his Highnefs knew
what Difcourfc had palTed between us? He faid, No, he had not feen him
fince } and asked mc. What it was ? I repeated feveral Heads of it, and faid,

It all concluded in the Neceffity of this State's making a feparate Peace j and
that he faid. There was not one Man in Holland againft it. The Prince inter-

rupted me, and faid. Yes, I am fure, I know one, and that is my felf ; and I

will hinder it as long as I can : But if any thing fhould happen to me, they
would do it in Two Days Time. I asked his Highnefs, Whether he was of

the
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the Penfionci's Opinion in what was likely to happen next Year in Flanders?

He faid, The Appearances were ill} but Campaigns did not always end as

they began : That fome Accidents might happen, which no Man could fore-

fee j and if a Battle fliould be given, none could anfv.'er for the Event. After

this, and two or three little Things he faid about our Indifltrcnce in what be-

came either of the Peace, or of flanders ; his Highnefs rofe up, as if he did

not care for going on farther with the Difcourfe ; and fo broke it oflP.

I have been very exaft in the Account of all thefePafiages, the Introduftions

to them, and often the very Words (which I have marked) bccaull- I believe

them the true Repncfentations of the prefent Difpofitions here in this INIatter

of a fcparate Peace. That is, The People in general, the Towns, the States,

are all bent upon it, from an extreme Diflike of their Allies Conduft, both in

the Treaty and the War. But the Prince alone, upon whofe Honour the

Allies have wholly relied in all their Negotiations with this State, is not yet

able to digcft it ; and being equally apprehenfivc of the Diflionour may befall

him, either by feparating from his Allies by a Peace, or purfuing the War in

Conjunftion with Spain (whofe Weaknefs and ill Conduft will make the Faults,

of which he muft, in common Opinion, bear the Blame). He is certainly at

this Time, moft extremely defirous of a general Peace j and will not only go

into it, in fuch ways as his Majefly llvall think the moft expedient ; but will

take it the kindlieft in the World, if his Majefty fliould think fit to ufc his

Offices with France, fo as to bring it about with Honour to his Highnefs, in

fomc moderate Satisfaftion to his Allies.

If his Majefty interpofcth no farther than by the bare and formal Offices of

his Mediation at the Place of Treaty, and the uiujirians hold off, as they have

hitherto done > I fuppofe the French and Dutch Ambaffadors at Nimeguen will

fall into fcparate, and, perhaps, private Negotiations of the Differences be-

tween them} which, I gucfs (from the Difpofitions I can obferve on both

fides) will be very foon and eafily adjufled : And then the Dutch will be rea-

dy to clap up a feparate Peace in Two Days Time, whenever they grow more

out of Patience at the Slownefs and Unfincerenefs of their Allies in the gene-

ral Treaty } or more apprehenfivc of Diflionour and ill Succefs in the War }

or when thefe or any other Circumftancesfhall bring the Prince to fall into the

fame Opinion with the States upon this Matter.

Monfieur Colbert hath in many and particular Difcourfes, befides others from

the Marefchal d'EJlyacles, told me fo much of their Defires to enter into this

Matter of feparate Negotiations and Meafures with the Prince and this State;

of the Eafinefs they fliould find in Points of Commerce, and Advantages his

Highnefs fliould receive by it to himfelf, both in the Treaty, and in the

Courfc of the King their Mafter's Friendfhip hereafter; that, I fuppofe,

there can occur no Difficulty of that fide, whenever it grows full ripe on this.

And therefore, I prefume, the Knowledge of all thefe Circumftances would
be neceflliry for his Majefly's Information, in fo great and fo nice n Conjun-

fture ; and more particularly fo, for his Inftruftions to us, as to our Condudt

at Nimeguen, whenever we meet with fuch Motions there, as are likely to

arife from fuch Difpofitions here.

I beg Your Pardon for fo long a Trouble, and one Word, if You pleafe, of

the Inciofed by laft Poft from hence being delivered to his Majefty, and Your
Belief of my being always,

SIR,

Your mofl Faithful

Humble Servant.

To
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1

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

Hague
^ January 8. N. S. 1677.

S I R^

Am to acknowledge the Honour of one from you of the f th paft, fincS
which Time I found it neceflary for me to make a Turn hither > both from

a Letter of the Prince which dcfired it, and lome Bufincfs rckting to this
Ambafly that required a Difpatch > and alfo, that, in fuch a Conjunfture, I
might be perfectly informed how the Game was like to play : which could be
known no where but here, nor, indeed, by other Hands than thofe I deal
with } which are the Prince and the Penfioner. You will have known from
my Difpatch laft Ordinary, all I am like to know upon the Subjeft of a gene-
ral or leparate Peace : And I find by ^'w LyoneUJenk'mi'^l^ztx.zx this Day to me^
that he is fallen upon the Scent of this lall at Nimcguen^ fince 1 came awayj
and likewife, that he has received fome Letters from Court fince I left him }

which looks as if you had apprehended it there already, and given fome Or-
ders in a late Letter about our Condu(5b in the Cafe, by way of Proteftation j
which he feems much in pain about, and defires my Help in, without having
fent me any Copy of Mr. Secretary fFilUamforis, Letter upon that Subject > fo
that I can make no Judgment at all of the Thing, how it is given us in Charge.
But if it fhould be, as I apprehend by his Letter, that in cafe we find a le-

parate Peace between France and Holland^ concluding or concluded at Nime-
guen, without our Communication, we fhould protell publickly againfb it in
his Majelly's Name. I do not well underftand to what purpofe fuch a Thing
can be intended. If wc diflike the Thing, and it appear to fanguine Men ac

Court, as dangerous as to melancholy Men in the Country, we may endea*
vour to prevent it j but if it be once concluded, our Protellations can, in my
Opinion, ferve only to irritate the Parties, and bind them fafter together by
the Apprehcnfion of our being angry at them both, and at their Conjumftion.
Nor can I well fee, either what Ground fuch a Proteftation can have, any
more than what Effeft. For the Parties have not obliged themfelves to his

Majefty^ upon his Mediation of a general Peace, either that they will not
treat without his Mediation, nor feparately> or, if they had, the fame Inte-
refts that force them to break through fo many Obligations to their Allies,

would make them as bold with thofe to a Mediator. Befides, I obferved in

Monfieur Colberfs Exceptions to our Form of Powers, he faid. There was
one eflential Default in the very Difpofitivej which was, The Omiffion of
that Claufe, that they might treat with the adverfe Minifters, either with or
without the Intervention of the Mediators : And fo we may certainly reckon
they will do, when Intereft leads them to it.

I am forced to trouble You with this Difcourfe, having received this Letter
from Sir Lyonell Jenkins fince I clofed mine this Night to Mr. Secretary fFH-
liamfon. I know not whether what I have faid be at all to the purpofe, be-
caufe 'tis very likely I may have mifapprehended the late Inftruftions fent us

over, which are mentioned very fiiort in my CoUegue's Letter to me. Be-
lides, I am the apter to think 1 may be miftaken> becaufe, I remember, up-
on our defiring Inftruftions Two Months fince, how to condu6t our felves in

cafe of feparate Treaties, we had no Anfwer given us upon it. And I will

tell you, That not only the Allies are of Opinion, that we would promote
jtj but the Prince himfelf feems to believe, we would be glad of itj though
I affure him, all our Inftruftions run quite contrary, and impower us only to

perform our Offices towards the general Peace.

I am ever, with the Efteem and Truth that become me,

SIR,

Tour., &c.
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To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague, January 8. N. S. idjj.

My Loril^

UPON the Incident of a Letter juft now from my CoUegue Sir Lyonell

Jenkins^ concerning fomc Inil:ru£tions he had receiv'd fince I left him, in

relation to a fepuratc Peace, I thought it ncceffary to write the Inclofed to

Mr. Secretary Coventry, having already clofed my Pacquet to Mr. Secretary

JVilliamfon -y
and our inftruftions commanding us to correfpond with the Se-

cretaries of State j fo as all Advices of Importance are neceuarily addrcfied to

one of them for our Difcharge.

However, I thought what I had written fit to be prefentcd to your Lord-
fliip as early as I could, in hopes you will give your Hand towards our full

Inilru6i:ions in his Majefly's Mind upon this Matter. For my Part, if I appre-
hend right what Sir Lyonell Jenkins writes to me about a Proteflation, I cannot
undcrftand the Drift of fuch a Counfcl, nor why one fl^ould be angry, when
one hurts no body but one's felf. To prevent the Thing may be a wife and
neceffliry Couniel, and in which his Majefty's Meaning ought to have been
fignified early, where it was likely to be of moment to that end ; but if the

Thing fhould be done, I cannot imagine cither how to ground our Offence,
or feeic our Revenge, and it would be to flay till we are llruck, and then truit

to crying out. Whereas, for ought I know, it were better to anger either of
the Parties before a feparate Peace, than both of them afterwards > and if we
muft ftrain any Points of Courtefy with them, to do it rather by making a

fair and general Peace, than by complaining and protefting againll a feparate

one.

I beg your Lorfliip's Pardon for this Trouble, and your Juftice in believing

me ever,

My Lord^

Tour, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Hague, January iz. N. S. 1677.
SIR,

I
Have received the Honour of Yours of the 26th paft, with the Copy of
another of the fame Date to the Plenipotentiaries at Ni'meguen ; for which

I humbly thank you. As to what concerns the Points depending here, I can

add little more than what I writ lafl j but that I have received AfTurance that

the States will give fudden Order for returning of the Money, and Security

given the Mafter of the Thomas and John, taken by a Dutch Man of War from
a Dunkirk Caper j and this they will do upon the AfTurance I give them (from

his Majefty's Letters) of the like Procedure on our fide towards them in like

Cafes.

All I have left, is, The AfFair of thcThxtt Scotch Minifters, which muft be
brought to a Conference; and that the Penfioner's lUnefs will not yet fuffer

him to afTill: at, fince it muft be at my Houfe, and he has not yet ftirred

Abroad, but is fomething better to Day, fo as to give me hopes it may be to

Morrow, or Thurfday; if not, I will have it on Friday without him, and drive

it as fir as it will go. His Illnefs begins to be apprehended by many, being a

continual, tho' flow Fever, and would extremely difconccrt the Mcafures of
this
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this State, if any thing of ill ihould happen to him. Don Emanuel de Lyra,
who has abfented himlelf from his Poft here for near three Months, upon the
Shame of appearing without Money for the Fleet from Sicily., and that to
Denmark lall Yearj and the Want whereof would have endangered fome
Trouble at Amflerdam, if the Ships from Sicily had been able to come in be-
fore the Frort, writes now Word from Brn[/els.f that he is preparing to come
away immediately j and that he fhall do it with lefs Regret and Shame, being
pofTefs'd of the Money due, por el Mcdiicrranco, y el Baldco^ y fin Gafconado'-y

which are the Words of his Letter, and have fo much Credit with the Prince
and the States, that they take it for a Thing donej and it was high Time.-
The Prince tells me, he thinks the Pvcmifes come by laft Ordinary to Brujels^
are of two Millions and a half of Crowns, but that more is expeftcd.
The Danifl) Minifter prefles very much for Money, Ships, and Men here;

but I believe they will go hard from this State j who pretend the Dan^s may
content themfelves with their new Conqueils, and the Spanijl) Subfidies, to-

wards carrying on the War. I know not whether they reckon well : For,
however the lalt Adtion in Schonen pafs'd, or however it be told, I look upon
it as veiT^ advantageous to the Swedes -y not only i5y gaining their Point in

the Relief of Mrt/»;or, but alfo by being left Mailers of the Field in that
Province. And tho' the Lofs may have been equal on both Sides, or, perhaps^
greater on the Swedes, yet I take that Crown to have much greater Refources
than Denmark, both in Bodies of Men of their own Natives, and in the

Moneys from France j vv'hereas Denmark will find very hard to repair the Lofs
of their Foot in this Battle, without Levies from Germany., which will coil

more Money than they can well furnifh, without the Subsidies agreed, both
from this State and Spain.

I intend to get away from hence as foon as poflibly I can, upon the pref-

fing Inftances made me from my Lord Ambaillidor Jenkins., as well as from
Monfieur Colbert and Beverning-y but, chiefly, from the great Embarafs that

you will find fallen upon the Bufinefs of the Aflembly, by the irregular De-
marches of Count Kinski; whereof I have been this Day acquainted, by a

Copy of the Joint-Letter that goes to you with this Ordinary; which, if

they proceed one Pace farther, as, it feems, he intends, muft of Neceflity

break all Communication between the Imperial and French Ambafiadors, and,

confequsntly, give a Stop to the Progrefs of any General Treaty. Sir Lyonell

Jenkins preffes me fo earneflly to give him my Advice, by Tc-morrow's Pac-
quet, what to do, in cafe they receive a fecond, and more formal Notification

from Count Kinski, of his Arrival, in order to a fecond Vifit of Ceremony,
that I cannot avoid giving my Opinion upon it i fince the Cafe is like to hap-

pen before he can receive Direflions from you.

I think they are to ufe all Endeavours poffible to divert Count Kinski from
this Refolution : Firft, becaufe it is contrary to the Stile hitherto ufed by all

Ambafiadors in the Congrefs. Secondly, Becaufe our vifiting the Count a
fecond Time in Form, will be to give him a new Honour, which has not been
pretended by, or given to, any other Ambafl;iidor. Thirdly, Becaufe upon
this Praftice the French will certainly make him no Vifit, as receiving from
him but half the Honour which he will have done, not only to the Mediators,

but to the Ambafiadors of all the Allies, by two formal Notifications. Fourth-

ly, Becaufe the Mediators have already declared to him, as well as to the

French, their own Opinion in the Cafe; and if any Thing at all be allowed to

a Mediator, it is regulating fuch Matters of Form as thefe. My laft: Reafon
concerns the Honour of the Mediation, and fo muft: be private among usj

which is, that a Preference has been declaredly given to the Mediators by
Cuunt Kinski, in the firfl; Notification, which, it feems, is not like to be taken

care of in the fecond.

To gain this Point of Count Kinski, it will be, perhaps, necefiary to employ
the Offices of the Dutch Ambafiadors, as well as the foregoing Reafons; and,

pofiibly, to tell him one of greater Weight than all the reft:} which is. That
if the Minifters of Auflria retard the Progrefs of the Aflembly, by any of thefe

Vol. n. H h h Motions,
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Motio:is, contrary to the ufual Stile and i''orm, it will be interpreted as a new
and affected Delay j and the End of tliat will be, to drive the Dutch into pri-

vate Negotiations, or I'eparatc Treaties ; whereas the only way to keep them

clofe to a general Peace, were, for the JnJIrians to exprefs all Facility towards

it that others have done, at Icalt, in the formal, and preliminary Parts of it.

If by all thefe Reafons and Perfwafions, Count Kiriski will not be prevailed

with, I think the Mediators ought to tell him plainly, That in cafe of a fe-

cond Notification, they cannot take notice of it, or make him a fecond Vi-

fit in Form, without full receiving his Majefty's Orders, and fo attend your

pofitive Dirc£tions, upon the Account given you by this Ordinary.

In cafe Count Kinskiw'iW be prevailed with to content himfclf with the firft

Notifications, and Villts made him upon them; then, I fuppofe, the French

and Sivedes may be appeafed upon receiving their Notifications fo latc; fince

Count Kinski pretends to have yet notified none but the Mediators, and to

have received Vifits from the reft without Notifications.

For my part, I fee no other Way out of this Wood j and if by Count
Kinski's Obflinacy, it mull come to his Majefly, I know not well what in

that Cafe can be done, but to flick clofe to the Stile already ufed in the Af-

fembly } where no firfl Vifits have been diilinguifhed by Cugnito or Incognito :

Since a Change made by his Majefty in this Praftice, will not only break all

Correfpondence, or Vifits, between the Impcrialijls and French; but will give

an Offence from his Majefly to the French^ by giving a Point more to the

Emperor than to their King; whereas they pretend to yield only Place to

him, but no Diftin<Sbion of Rank.
I thought fit to trouble you with my Thoughts upon thisOccafion, as well as

to tranfmit them to my CoUegue at Nimegiien-y in regard they may poflibly

ferve to give his Majelly fome little Light, before the Refolution be taken in it.

And I will prefume to add one Confideration more, upon the other Embarafs

already fallen out, between us and the Brandcnburgh Ambafladors, wherein,

it feems, his Majefly has not yet interpofed his Judgment : The Allegations

on either fide are fo blank contrary one to another, that it is difficult to de-

termine them } though the Teftimony of Monfieur Courtin, Oxenftkrn, and

Colbert^ in what they have themfelves pra6lis'd, or feen pra6lis'd fo often,

feems not eafily to be fcrupled. But the great Strength of the Brandenburgb

Pretenfion will be the late Refolution of the Emperor, dated, as I remem-
ber, November if. lafl pafl, in the Praftice intended thereupon in their Fa-

vour by the Imperial Ambafladors at Nimeguen^ and thereupon, poffibly, by
the Spanijh too. Now this new Conceflion of the Emperor feems, on one Side,

to weaken the Brandenburgb Allegation, as to former Praftice (in which cafe

there would be no need of this new Refolution) : But, on the other Side, it

feems to induce other Kings to give them what the Emperor does, to whom
they yield in Point of Place.

This only is to be confidered, Whether other Kings will take themfelves

to be obliged by the Emperor's Stile to German Princes : fince he m:'.y have

an Interefl in doing it, toward the Decifion of what remains in Quellinn be-

tween him and other Kings. For, though the Emperor pretends to be in

Rank above other Crowned Heads in Cbrifiendotn; yet, as I take it, the other

Kings confider him only as the firft of Kings, but not as of a Rank above them.

But if the Emperor can procure, by his Example, the Electors to be treated

equally, in all Points, with the Crowned Heads, it will be an Advantage to

his Pretenfions, fince there is certainly a Difference of Rank between him and

his Eleftors. In cafe Spain gives it, by the Emperor's Example, and from

Confiderations of their prefent Confederacy, both with the Emperor, and

Princes oi Germany, the Inducements will then be ftronger for his tVajelly

to do it J and the Queftion remaining will only be. Whether his Majefty

fliould do it, without Afliirance that France and Sweden will do it too.? For
fince his Majefty has already declared the Stile he intended the Eleftors, and

grounded it upon the Precedents of Munjler, and other later Aflemblies j if

he fliould change his Stile, upon the Example of the Emperor and Spain

alone,
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alone, it may feem a Partiality to the Opinion and Praftice of thofe two
Crowns, and againft thofe of France and Sivede;i : Whereas, his Majefty, as
Mediator, may be allowed not to change his own Stile, but upon a Change or
Confent of all the other Crowned Heads.
But the Determination of thefe Matters mull: be given us by your Orders

from his Majefty to us, and our Parts are no other but offering the'fmall Lights
we can towards his Majefty's better Information in thele Cafes.
Monfieur Colbert fends me word, That they have received their own Pkin-

fouvoirs, and in fuch a Form, que Monfieur Beverning a^coue liiy tneme qu^il a
tout ce qu'il dema?idoit : Which I take notice of, as fomething that has pafled
between them without the Communication of my Collegue at Nimegucn^ for
as much as I obferve by their Difpatch. And I doubt not but the Delays of
the Allies will haften Monfieur Beverning^ one way or other, to enter the
fooner and deeper into the Bufinefs, as far as lies particularly between France
and them.

I took notice in the Duplicate of the laft Letter to the Ambadlidors at ISli-

meguen^ o{\\\z Majefty's Pleafure concerning Mr. Hyde^ whom I have not yet
feen j his Arrival happening at Nimeguen feveral Days after 1 left it. But I
have given Order for the offering him all the Convenience of my Houfe or
Equipage, during his Stay there j and was furprized with the News, by this
Day's Letters, of his having already Mt Nimeguen upon his way hither, where
I am now like to fee him firlt.

I am,

SIR,
Tom\ 8cc.

To my Lord Ambaffador Jenkins.

Hague, February 13. A'". .S". 1(577.

My Lord,

I
Was forry to find by your Lordfhip's Yefterday, how great an Embarafs
Count Kimki is like to bring upon you there, by a Proceeding which I take

to be very contrary to all Form and Stile ufed among AmbafTadors, either in

the prefent Congrefs, or any other Place. By what 1 can guefs from the exa6t

Account given of it in your joint Letter, I judge, that in cafe he perfifts to

give the fecond Notifications, in order to fecond Viflts of Ceremony, it muft
neceffarily break off all Communication between him and the French Ambaf-
fadors, and thereby wholly obftruft the fair and eafy Progrefs of this AfTem-
bly. Therefore, in my Opinion, your Lordftiip ought to ufe all pofliblc En-
deavours to divert him from this Refolution: And to this purpofe, very many
Arguments will eafily occur to you: As, Firft, That it is contrary to all Stile j

becaule, if he intended his firft Interviews incognito, he ought either to have

come himfelf frankly to fuch AmbafTadors as he had a mind to fee, or receive

fuch Viflts as were made him in the fame manner, without any Notification

:

For any formal Notification, lignificth plainly, that he is not incognito, but
owneth a Charafter of Ambaffador, in right whereof fuch Notifications are

always given. Secondly, If your Lordfhip makes him another Vifit in Form,
you give him a double Honour in refpedt of what you have given any other

Ambaffador} which is a Thing they will all refent. Thirdly, If this hap-

pens, the French will certainly not vifit him, becaufe he will have given two
Notifications to other Ambafl'adors, and but one to them, which maices them
plainly go lefs than the reft. Fourthly, it is a lefTening likewife to the other

AmbafTadors, who have vifited him upon his firft Notifications} fince he hath

V o L. II. H h h J engaged
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engaged them to make them a Vilit in Form, and pretends for it to have re-

turned them only a Vifit incugnito, whcrciia there is no Equality. Fifthly,

The Mediators have already declared their Opinion both to him, and to the

/?•(?»(:/' AmbafTadors : And if anything be allowed them as Mediators, it will

be certainly the Liberty of direfting or adjudging iuch Points of Form as thele

are, whenever they thmk fit to declare their Opinion.

\i thefe Arguments will not prevail with the Count Kimki^ I think You may
ufc one more of greater Weight (but as in Confidence to him)} which is, That
thefe kind of Paces, contrary to ufual Form, will be interpreted as new and

afFeded Delays ; and that the Effeft of them will be to drive the Dutch into

feparate Negotiations and Treaties} whereas his Majeily's Intentions aim

wholly at a General Peace. But the Dutch feem refolved not to go on with the

War, unlefs they can mcttre la France dans [on tort : And upon this he may be

brought toadvife with the Dutch Ambafiadors} and they, on the t'other fide,

may be perfuaded to employ their Offices to divert him from his prefenc

Refolution. In cafe all thefe prevail not, Your Lordfhip, I think, may
plainly tell him. That You cannot njake him a fecond Vifit in Form upon hi.s

lecond Notification, without firft receiving his Majefty's Orders, which there-

upon, I fuppofe. You will attend, in Anfwer to the Letter that went by lail

Poft.

In cafe Count Kimki be content the firft Vifits already made, fliould pafs

for thofe of Form, and thereupon will fend his Notifications to the French and

SivediJ]} Ambafiadors, I fuppofe. You may eafily prevail with the French to re-

ceive them, and make their Vifits upon them before Don Pedro de Ronquillo ap-

pears, in regard Count Kinski declareth. That he hath yet notified none but

the Mediators } and that the Ground of his not doing the fame to the French

before, feemed only his Doubt, whether upon it they would vifit him, or

no.

This is all I can fay upon this Subje£t, and fhould not have faid anything at

this Diftance, and to Your Lordfhip, who are fo well able to judge Your fclf

upon all thefe Emergencies } but that You are pleafcd to engage me to it by

Your Letter : And I cannot make a Difficulty upon what You lb earneftly de-

fire of me, in this, or any other kind > being ever, with fo much Ellecm and

Truth,

My Lord,

Tow Lordjlnp's moft Faithful

Humble Servant.

To the KING.
Hague, January if. N. S. i6yy.

May itpleafe Your Majejly,

IKnow no better Acknowledgments I can make YourMajefty for fo great an

Honour as I received laft Night by a Letter from Your own Hand, than

in the beft Obedience I can yield to the Commands it brought me} efpecially

that of giving Your Majefty, with all fpeed,an Account of what Conclufions

the Prince lliould fall into upon the Subjeft qf it. I have already had two

Audiences from his Highnefs upon this Occafion, and difcourfed over the

whole Thing with the beft Advantage I could, to what YourMajefly propofes

to Your felf, and to the Prince, with fo great Reafon, in the Courfeof this Affair.

1 {hall not trouble Your Majefty with the Particulars of thefe Converfations,

but give You as fhort and as clofe as I can, his Highnefs's laft Anfwer *nd

Con-



to the Kin g, the Prince of Oka kge, Sec. 4 5 y

Conclufion upon them; which is this, and to which he told me he would
refer himfelf in the Letter he intends this Night to Your Majelly.
His Highnefs fays. That this being the firlt Time Your Majclly has pleafed

to tell him plainly the Conduft You would have him hold in the Courfe of
this Affair; he is refolved to let Your Majelly fee how great Ellcem he makes
of this Confidence, by the moft perfeft Compliance with what Your Majclly
propofesas the firllStep to be made in it; and by falling in with Your Majefty
in the Concert of the reft, as for as he can pofiibly, whenever he Ihall know
more of Your Mind : That their Ambafiador iliall receive Orders to five in
a Memorial to Your Majefty in their Mafter's Name, defM-ing and prefllng
the Continuance and Enforcement of Your Majefty'sOffices towards a Geneial
Peace; and chiefly upon this Ground, That they apprehend the Lofs o^ Flan-
ders without it; and that his Highnefs will fo concert it hero, that this fliali

be m fuch Terms as will reach You'-Majefty's End, and ftiall be left for You to
make what publick Ufe of it You think fit: That, becaufe this cannot be pre-
pared before the next Poft,^ his Highnefs will this Night put into my Hands
a Letter, figned by himfelf and the Penfioner, to Monfieur Fan Benninghen^
giving him Order to apply all bis Difcourles in common and particular Con-
verfations, to the fame End j and even to receive Inftrudions from Your Ma-
jefty in what Manner and Terms, in what Places, and to what Perfon chiefly
to apply them. That this Letter being not to be communicated fo much as

to the Commiflioners of Secret Afl^iirs here, fliall be inclofed by me to Your
Majefty's own Hands, to ufe as You pleafc; to give it privately Your felf, or
caufe it to be delivered by any other Hand, and at fuch Time as You think
fit: And his Highnefs queftions not Monfieur Fan Beiin'mghen's governing
himfelf in this Aftair intirely to Your Majefty's Satisfaftion : That for the
Minifters of their Allies, he cannot anfwer for them, becaufe he knows very
well, they have not a mind to the Peace, as his Highnefs and this State have.
That it will be hard to make them fay what they do not think of Flanders
being loft without the Peace ; but that he knows Don Emanuel de Lyra to be
fo reafonable a Man, that his Highnefs hopes to bring him to Your Opinion,
that this Conduft is fitteft for their Minifters in England, and to prevail with
him to write eflfeftually to Don Bernardo upon it : And to this End the Prince
told me, He would write to Don Emanuel de Lyra, that it would be abfolutely
neceflary for him to come immediately hither; and that at his Arrival, he
would ufe his utmoft Oflices to difpofe him to it.

In all thefe Paces, his Highnefs thinks he goes to the utmoft Length Your
Majefty can defire; and, indeed, I could not think of any thing more to pro-
pole. But, after all, he faid, He could not engage to go farther in the En-
deavours of effeding the Peace, till he knew upon what Terms Your Mijefty
intended it; For, there are fome that may be fupported, and others that can-
not i and fuch as thefe they will venture le tout pour le tout, rather than agree
to them. And therefore, it would be neceflary to know Your Majefty's Mind
as foon as was poflible.

I told his Highnefs, I would reprcfent this to Your Majefty; but defired

him to confider, That there might very well be Three Weeks or a Month's
Time between Your Majefty's knowing His Mind firft, and telling him Your
own upon it; or his Highnefs's knowing Your Majefty's firft, and then telling

You His upon it, and expefting afterwards a Return from Your Majefty. His
Highnefs made a Paufe at this and other Arguments I ufed towards prevailing
with him to explain himfelf firft; efpecially that of my believing Your Majefty
would be more pleafed with it, and take it as a Piece of more Confidence
from him. And having thought a while, heanfwercd: That to ftiew Your
Majefty how frankly he would deal with You, and with how much Confidence
he defired to live in all that paffed between You, he would not make a Diflt^

culty of explaining himfelf firft, though he might have Reafons to do it:

That if Your Majefty had a mind to make a Peace, he thought You muft dcy

it upon the Foot of Aix la Chapelle ; which You would have the more Ground
for, becaufe You had both made and warranted it ; That for Exchanges, he

thought
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thought there iliould be no other propolcd upon it, but only of Je:h and Cbar-

Icro)., for Ji>e und St- Omcr ; which Two lad, he though:, imported a great

deal more than the others j unlefs Irance would declare, 'Iliat they ended

this War with the Profpcft of beginning another, by which they may get the

reft of Flanders : That this is all need pafs between I'yancc and Spain-, and for

what concerns the Emperor and this State > 1 hat the Emperor having taken

Philipsburgh from the Irench., ihould raze it j and the French having taken Ma-
firicht from this State, fliould raze that too. And fo this whole War fhould

pafs, comrne tin tcurbillon qui a-voit cnfincejfe.^ apres avoir menace beaucoup^ £5? f^it

fort pen de rcmaements aii monde.

He iaid, For any other Interells that might be involved in this War, it

would not be ncccdary now to lay any thing of them: For if thus far were

agreed on, the reft mull follow one way or other: That the Emperor and

Spain had propofed other Schemes to themfelves by the War, and therefore

dcfired the Continuance of it, and would fall hardly into this> but if Your
Majclty did, he would, for his parr, do his utmoft to efFeft it in Concert with

Yoii, he hoped with Them : And, however, defircd to know, what You
thought fit to be changed in this Schem.e he had dr;.wn of it.

I obferved Two Things to his Highncfs upon it -, /vr/. That by it the

County of Burgundy would be reitored to Spam; with which Condition, Your
Majefty was abfolutcly of Opinion, when I laft attended You, that France

would not hear of a Peace i and, 1 thought, nothing had fince pals'd in the

War to make You believe it lei's. Secondly^ That after fo many Conquefls

made, and fo many expefted by France at this Time, it would be very hard to

believe, they could be brought to reftorc fuch Acquifitions as they were pof-

fefs'd of, fo very confiderable, and without any Equivalent. He anfwercd to

the Firft, That Burgundy could not be left in the French Hands, without Re-
ftitution of feveral other Towns in Flanders ; upon which fo many Debates

would arife, as muft, of neceflity, draw the Bufinefs into great Lengths, and

leave all to the Decifion of another Campaign. But if Your Majefty pcrfiftcd

in Your former Opinion upon that Matter, there was no way but finding out

what was propofed by France, as the Equivalent of Burgundy upon the Treaty

of yfiA', and regulate it accordingly.

From the Second, he faid, I had Reafon, and he did not believe France

would do it at this Time upon other Motives, than thofe of Your Majefty's

Interpofition. But if they would not confent to thefe Terms, or fome others

near them, that Your Majefty fhould think fit to propofe, the War muft go
on, and God Almighty mutt decide it : That all the Allies, befides this State,

defired nothing elfe j and the Spaniards believed, if Don John came to the

Head of their Affairs, as he might very well be by thi.s Time, it would be a

new World with them : And, the Truth was, That Crown had great Refour-

ces, how ill Ufe foever they made of them: That one good Town well de-

fended, or one Battle well fought, would change the Bufinefs : That, for his

own part, he would give in, all that could be, with his Majefty, to bring about

a General Peace, upon very moderate Terms : But, if France would make
them infupportable, they would venture All rather than receive them : And
if they hoped the ill Conduft or ill Fortunes of their Allies, would bring this

State to make a feparate Peace, let the Penfioner, or any clfe, tell me what

they pleafed, they fliould never do it whilft he was alive: And he would fay

one thing farther to me. That he had it in his power to hinder it. That if he

died, he knew very well, it would be made next Day : But he did not trou-

ble himfelf how the World was like to go when he was gone out of it j and,

perhaps, we were the Perfons moft concerned to look after that.

This was the End of his Highncfs's Difcourfe; and the laft Part of it was

fpokc with a good deal of Emotion: With which he rofe up; and I promifed

to reprcfent the whole to Your Majefty in the trueft Lines and Colours I could

poffibly (as 1 have done here) ; and he told me. He would come to me be-

fore this Poft went away, and put the Two Letters he promifed into my
Hands.

I raofl
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I moft humbly beg Your Majefty's Pardon for a Trouble which fhould not

have been fo long, it' it had not been neceflary ; and that You will pleafe to

accept that true and hearty Devotion wherewith I am, and fhall be ever,

SIR,

Your M:zjefly''St &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfbn.

Hague, January if. A''. S. i6jj.

SIR,

LAST Night I received the Honour of Yours of the ipth paft, with two
from his Majefty, one to the States, and the other to me : The Ac-

knowledgment whereof by this inclofed, I humbly defire you will pleafe to

prefent to his Majefty's own Hands, with the firft Opportunity. For that to

the States concerning the three Scotchmen, I intend to deliver it To-morrow,
and have deferred till then the Conference I intended this Day upon it. The
Penfioner is of a fudden reftored, in a great meafure, to his Health by this

Thaw, and aflured me to Day,that he will be To-morrow at the States, when
his Majefty's Letter fhall be delivered > and at the Conference I will, at the

fame Time, demand for the Afternoon. The Pufinefs is very hard to make
him comprehend in point of Juftice upon the Treaty, and will be hard

to digeft by the Province of Holland, in point of Intereft j being one of the

great Things which has peopled, and thereby raifed, this Country : I mean,
The Efteem in which it has pafs'd, of being a Refuge to Men miferable at

Home, or perfecuted by their own Governments. But I will charge my felf

not to ftir from hence, without an Anfwer to his Majefty upon this matter, and
will not yet dcfpair of fuch a one as he defires.

The great News here, but which is yet in few Hands, is, what the laft

SpanijJ} Courier met (they fay) upon the Way, That Don John, at the Head
of moft of the great Nobility of Spain, was upon his Way to Madrid, to de-

lire both the Queen and the Marquis de Valanzuela, to retire from Court,
and, confequently, to take pofleffion of the abfolute Miniftry there. Some
fay, the King himfelf is in it .• Others fpeak as if the Marquis were fo too

:

But, I find, Don Emanuel de Lyra believes the Thing, and that it will be de-

cided in four and twenty Hours, and one way or other give an Eftablifhment

to their Affairs.

Mr. Hyde came hither Yefterday from Rotferdam, not knowing any thing
of the Orders given by his Majefty for his ftay at Nimeguen. I fhewed him a

Copy You had pleafed to fend me of your Letter to the Ambafladors at Ni-
meguen, wherein was that Paragraph concerned him. He feemed much fur-

prized with it, and perplexed what to refolve, hjiving not met it till he had
over-fhot the Place where it was intended he fhould receive it. He parted

this Morning again for Rotterdam, to meet all the Letters he expe£ted there,

but will return hither To-morrow j though I know not whether with Refolu-

tions of ftaying here, or returning to Nimeguen, till his Commiffion and far-

ther Orders come : But of this I prefume You will have a farther Account
from himfelf.

I humbly thank You for the Duplicate of Your laft to Nimeguen; I can

pretend to no Share in the Approbation You pleafe to give us j but I am fure

muft have a great deal in any Faults we made while I was there : and can only

fay. That I am ever very glad to hear of them, and fhall be more fo to mend
them. For the Oft'er of our Form of Powers in French, it was only a firft

Draught, and offered but for the Parties Approbation of Amendments > and

being done at the Defires of the French and Dutch, it v/as done in the Lan-
guage
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cruagc they both ufe in their Powers : But when we fhewcd it the Swedes, we

told thcin, if it were approved, we intended to offer it in Latin.

For the Offer of his Majefty's contenting himfclf without mention of the

Mediation, we were very far from making any j and the farthclt we went,

was to fay, when all the Parties defircd us to leave it out, Wc would give

them our Anfwer upon it. For the Infinuation, That his Majefty would not

ftand upon that Circumllance, if all the Parties defircd it ; we were moved to

it by the Difcourfes we heard of among fome of the Minillers, That the Diffi-

culties then on foot in the Treaty, were raifed by the Mediators more than

the Parties : But yet, what was laid, was not till after both S-ivedes and Danes

had told us. They would never defire that Omiffion from us. If after this,

they ftill were Faults, I humbly beg his Majcfty's Pardon for my Share of

them, and defire Your Belief of my being always,

S I R^

To the KING.

Hague^tjafinary I'j. N.S. 1677.

May it pleafe Tour Majejiy,

I
Was forced to give Your Majefly fo large a Trouble by the laft Ordinary,

that I fliould not have the Confidence to renew it fo foon, but that I

think it becomes me to let Your Majefly know, That upon the Clofureof my
lafl, the Prince came to me, and fhewed me the Letter he had writ to Mon-
fieur Fan Beuninghcn.^ asking me. Whether it wouk! reach what Your Majefly

defired. I told his Highnefs, what, indeed, I thought, That it was as full as

could be wifhed, towards the governing of his private Converfation ; but that

Your Majefly expected fomething that might be open too and above-board j

which, I thought, could not be otherwife done than by a Memorial from the

Ambaflador to Your Majefly in his Mafler's Name. The Prince faid, That
though the Allies would take it ill, yet it fliould be doncj and Orders fliould

be fent him to that purpofe by the next. After this the Prince told me, He
had writ to Your Majefty, but not troubled You with the Detail of what had
pafs'd between us, having referred Your Majefly wholly to me in that Point}

and therefore he defired to fee my Letter , which he read, and faid, it was
not only what he faid and meant, but all he could fay, till he knew more of

Your Majefly's mind. In the mean Time, That he looked upon this as the

firfl Pace of Confidence between Your Majefty and him : That he hoped it

would go on from this Time, and prove fortunate to you both. He laid, he

fiiould go to Soefdyke the latter end of this Week, and fpcnd mofl of this Sea-

fon between that and Dieren ; at either of which Places he fhould be in my
Reach to Nimeguen, upon any thing that fliould come to me from Your Ma-
iefly, and be neceflary for him to know, and to take his Meafurcs upon with

inc. I believe one Reafon more is. That our Commerce there may paCs with

lefs Noife than this here has done } which has given his Allies fo great Alarms

of my being here, to negotiate a feparate Treaty with his Highnefs, that he

would be glad to be out of the way, and avoid their Expoflulations upon a

Matter wherein, tho' he does them no Wrong, yet he makes them not of his

Confidence, as he has hitherto done > and is fo hardned againfl thofc Delica-

cies he ufed to have in that Point, that upon the Emperor's Minifler cntring

very deep with him Yeflerday upon the Occafion of my being here, he con-

tented himfelf only to tell him. That he had yet heard nothing of a feparate

Peace i but fuch a Conduft as that of the Emperor's had been thcle two lafl

Years,
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Years, might put this State upon defperate Councils : And if Flanders rauft

be loft, it was but what the Emperor feemed to intend ; and that if he the

Refident pleafed, he might write to Vienna, what Anfwcr he the Prince had
made him.

I will add only, That as I doubt not Your Majefty will have what Helps his

Highnefs can give You on this fide, towards effefting the Peace ; fo I cannot
imagine You fhould meet with any Hindrances at Home, after thefe Inftrufti-

ons fent to Monfieur Van Beuninghen; and after thofe two Letters I writ fince

my coming hither, to the two Secretaries of State, upon the Appearances of
a feparate Peace j which, I am confident, were enough to convince all iVIen,

That Your Majefty cannot endeavour any thing at this Time of more Safety

to Your own Kingdoms, as well as Glory Abroad, than the fudden Conclufion
of a General one. I ftiall end this Trouble with the fincere Profeffions of that
humble and hearty Devotion wherewith I am, and fhall ever be,

s I r;

Tour Majejly'i, &c.

To the KING,

Hague, January 12. N. S. \6jj.
May it pleafe Toitr Majefty,

THE Prince defired me this Morning to beg Your Majefty's Excufe for
thofe Orders I mentioned to Monfieur Van Beuninghen, being not yet

gone; for putting in fuch a Memorial to Your Majefty, as might reach the
End You defired. The Delay has been occafioned by Returns of the Penfio-
ner's Illnefs, and the extraordinary Seflions of the States oi Holland

-y but his

Highnefs affiires me, it will not fail of going by next Poft. He defired me at

the fame time, to tell Your Majefty, That he has had Reafon given him to
believe, France will be content to give Charkroy, Jeth, Oudenarde, and Cour-
tray, for Jire and St. Omer ; fo that he has been an ill Negotiator in what he
laii propofed j but hopes Your Majefty is fo much a Friend to the Preferva-
tion o( Flanders, as to manage it to the beft Advantage. I promifed his High-
nefs to fay what he defired me to Your Majefty, and in this manner to Your
own Hand, as he particularly defired it might be. But I muft obferve one
Thing I gathered from the Penfioner upon this Subjed, which his Highnefs
did not mention : Among many Overtures he has entertained me with from
France, both general and particular to this State ; he told me in a Vifit to Day,
That France would be willing to give thofe four Towns for two, in cafe

Sweden might be reftored to all they had loft. I asked him what was to be-
come of Burgundy'^ and he faid. To return to Spain^ fince the Propofition
was the Peace of Jix la Chapclle, with only that Exchange ; and that he had
it from a good Hand. I told both him, and afterwards the Prince, That I

doubted it upon that Point of Burgundy. The Prince is of Opinion, That if

France be obftinate in not reftoring Burgundy, fome Temper might be found
in leaving it Neutral by Agreement. The Prince goes To-morrow to Soefdyke,

and I fiiall return, God willing, to Nimeguen the Day after ; his Highnefs
having concerted upon any necefTary Communications from Your Majefty,
that 1 fiiall make a ftep thither or toDieren, which will be done without much
Noife for a Night or two. I have been forced, in my own Juftification, to
give Mr. Secretary IVilliamfon this Night an Account of fome Diicourfes of
Monfieur Colbert, which I fhould not otherwife have mentioned. I hope
Your Majefty will think fit fuch Matters be private as they were intended j

fince, at one Time or other, You may make ufe of that Difpofition in him
Vol. IL I i i and
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and others to cnccr a little farther into Confidences with me than with other

Minillers. r r, ,-. j r^ i.

I am and fhall be ever, with perfect Devotion and Truth,

SIR,

Tour Majejifs, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, "January iz. N. S. k?//.

SIR,

TH E unufual Length of my Conference with the States Deputies laft

"Tburfday^ left me no Time to give you an Account of it that Poft : And
a Vifit I received to Day from the Penfioncr hath left me no Occafion to

trouble you with the Particulars of fo long and warm Arguments as paffed on
both fides upon it. I will only fay, That the Bufinefs of the three Scotch

Minifters hath been the hardefl Piece of Negotiation that I ever yet entred

upon here, both from the particular Interefts of the Towns and Province of
Holland, and the general Efteem they have, of Mackaird being a very quiet

and pious Man > but chiefly, from the firm Perfuafion they have, of not be-

ing obliged to it by any bare Letter of his Majcfty, without any Sentence

having pafs'd againft them, by which they are adjudged Rebels or Fugitives:

And, on the contrary, after a Sentence of Banilhment againft Mackaird and
Broivn, which, they fay, is by all Writers efteemed wholly to extinguifh their

Subje6tion, and, confequently, his Majefty's Right of declaring them Rebels

after they are banifh'd, and become Subjefts to another State. And they lay.

His Majefty would have no Reafon to take notice of any Letter from the States

declaring any Man a Rebel, without a Copy of the Sentence pronounced

againft him to that purpofej the Reciprocal whereof they expected likewife

from his Majefty, upon thefe Occafions. But I found the King's Honour fo

far engaged in this Matter, by three feveral Letters which muft have been

publick, that I have left no fort of Arguments unefTayed with the Prince, the

Penfioner, and Deputies both of the Provinces and Towns, to procure his

Majefty's Satisfaftion, and make it pafs for a Thing fo necefTary to difpatch,

that it hath taken up two long Debates in the States of Holland thefe two
Days paft, though their meeting was intended but for five Days, and for no

other Bufinefs but tht Levies of Monies neceflary for the Campaign
j yet this

Morning the Penfioner came to give me Hopes, that it might be effeded this

very Day j and, at leaft, the Afilirance, that he would ufe his utmoft Endea-

vours in it} and that the Difpatch Ihould be made by a Letter from the States

to his Majefty, which iTiould be put into my Hands to go by this very Ordina-

ry ; fo that I will reckon upon it as a Thing done, unlefs 1 fee my felf forced

to clofe this Pacquet without it. I inclofe the States Refolution about the Ship

fhomas and Jobn, recommended by his Majefty's Letter, with the Aflurance of

the like Dealing on his Majefty's Side, in the like Cafes. For the Merchant-

Adventurers of Dort, not only the Penfioner, but all the Deputies, have re-

newed the former AiTurances given me of its receiving a final Anfwer, next

Ordinary Seifion of the States oi Holland, which is to be in February. And for

the Ships taken upon Pretence of Trading from Enemy's to Enemy's Port, the

States have, upon my Inftances, written a fecond Letter to the .Admiralty of
Zealand^ to require their fpeedy Aniwer ; upon which the Deputies promifed

their- Endeavours^ to fee Juftice done iri that Matter.

The
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The Prince goeth early To-morrow Morning at Soefdyke^ where he intends
to pafs as much of this Seafon as the Affairs here will give him Leave; ^xnd
in cafe I receive the Satisfaction and Letter for his Majefty, I expert this
Night, upon the Affair of the three Scotchmen^ I lliall begin my Journey to-
wards Nimeguen^ either To-morrow Morning, or the Day after } finding no-
thing more that requires my Prefence here, and being much preffed to my
Return. In the mean Time, having newly received Yours of the fth, I find
a Paragraph in it, which I think it will beneceffary toanfwer by this Difpatch,
though I have not my Letters here, to which I might have fome Occafionto
refer.

You are pleafed to fay upon the Subject of a feparate Peace, That his Ma-
jefty puts much Weight upon what I faid in mine of the fth, of Monfieur
Colbert's many and particular Difcourfes to me, as well as the Marefchal
d'Eflrades, of their Defires to enter into this Matter of feparate Negotia-
tions and Meafures with the Prince and this State ; which are the Words of
my Letter : And that you being called upon in the Point, could not find any
Thing mentioned till now > or, at Icaft, not fo as that I had found Caufe to
make that important Judgment I feemed, in mine of the j-th, to have made
upon it i which was. That I fuppofe there could occur no Difficulty on that
Side, whenever it grows full ripe on the Part of Holland.

I will confefs in the firft Place, That if I never had met with the leaft

Motive for this Suppofition from any Difcourfes of the French Ambaffadors,
yet I fhould have been of the fame Opinion; and never yet met with any
Man that doubted it; fince the Confequences of a feparate Peace between
France and Holland muft be the Lofs of Flanders., and the Dependance of this

State upon France j which are too great Interefts ever to be negle£ted by fo

wife a Crown. But I fhall now tell you what farther Reafons I had to believe

it, from the Difcourfes I mentioned of the French Ambaffadors, fince you
are pleafed to put me upon it ; and that which might before have paffed for

Vanity to trouble you with, is now grown neceffary for my own Jultification

in what I writ to you upon this Subjed.

You may pleafe to remember what I writ to you upon my firft particular

Vifits with thofe two Ambaffadors, after my Arrival at Nimegiien; the Over-
tures, and, indeed, Inftances they made me apart, of entring into particular

Intelligences and Negotiations with me, feparately from my Collegues ; and
in order to clofe any particular Meafures that might be entered into between
them and the Prince of Orange, by my Intervention. You acknowledged my
private Letter to you upon that Subjedt ; and faid, you had iliewed it his

Majefty, but gave me no Sort of Refleftion upon it, either from his Majefty
or your felf, by which I might know whether it was fit for me, or no, to en-
tertain or encourage any fuch Commerce, diftin£t from my Collegues :

And thereupon 1 took up the Refolution to avoid it, and to continue the
Anfwers I had firft made upon fuch Overtures, of my having nothing at all,

diftinft from ;my Collegues, either in his Majefty's Inftruftions, or (as they
called it) his Secret ; or any Thing that would bear me out in any feparate

Negotiations with the Prince; or any other Steps than thofe of a General
Mediator. Notwithftanding all this, Monfieur Colbert continued very parti-

cular Applications to me of this kind, but with Inftances much more preffmg,

about the Time of the Prince's Return from the Campaign; and efpecially in

Two very long and defigned Converfations, which he grounded upon Letters

he had received to that purpofe from the King his Malter. His Difcourfes be-

gan with his moft Chriitian Majefty's Efteem of my being able to contribute

more than any Man to the Peace; fince it depended wholly upon the Prince

of Orange., and I had more Acquaintance, and (as he would have it) Intereft

with his Highnefs, than any other Minifter. That nothing could be done
of fo much Service to the Prince, as inducing him to enter into particular

Negotiations with the King his Mafter. That if they Two could agree, the

reft of the Parties muft fall into the Meafures they would take : The Kind-
nefs the moft Chriftian King ever had for the Prince's Family, and Efteem

Vol.. II I i i 1 for
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for his Perfon: The Eafinefs he would flicw in all that concerned particularly

the Interefts of his Highnefs and this State. And thereupon he prcfled mc,

by all pofliblc Arguments, to undertake the bringing about this Intelligence

between his Mafter and the Prince. When I excufed my fclf, upon our la-

llrudions being common to us all three, and impowcring us only to Offices of

a general Mediation: He told mc, Nothing elfe could make a general Peace

j

nnd that it had never been made at AlunJIer, but for the Duke of Bavaria's

afting in the whole Matter, by Concert with France, under-hand j by which

he received all the Advantages he could propofe to himfelf : And the Prince

of Orange ought to play the fame Game in this prcfent Treaty, and would

certainly meet with the fame Succefs. Nor was it once, or twice, or thrice

only, that I have been entertained with thefe Difcourfes; nor from them-

felves alone, but from fome of my Friends too upon their Suggcilions ; which

was enough to givemefuch a Suppofition as you mention, that there could

be no Difficulty on that Side, if the Thing fhould once grow to be ripe on

this. However, I fuffered them to pafs as Matters only of particular Con-

verfation, and not worth troubling you with} fince it was iikc to have no

Effeft, by my excufing my felf always from entring into any fuch Intelli-

gences, without his Majefty's exprefs Command j and by my finding no Ap-
pearances of the Prince of Orange giving into any fuch Meafurcs,, though

other Ways have been made ufe of to give him the Impreffions, by a con-

tinual Correfpondence which Monfieur d'EJirades holds with Pcrfons here to

that purpofe. And I fuppofe you have Reafon to think I was not deceived j

both by what I told you the Prince faid to me upon the Subjcft of a fepa-

rate Peace, the Day after that long Difcourfe upon it with the Penfioncr

;

and likewifc by what his Highnefs faid to me fince. That it fhould never be

while he lived j and that it was in his power to hinder it j which I then

gave his Majefty an Account of. And yet I am of Opinion, That if, beyond

all Expedtation, the laft Remifes of Money had not come from Spain ; and

that the Mediterranean as well as Baltick Fleets had come to be paid off, be-

fore any Money had been paid by Spain, to the Admiralties here, the Prince

would have found Difficulties to carry on the War, without endangering

a Mutiny at Amflerdam. On the other fide, I am very well perfuaded to

have given you, in mine of the fth, the true Scheme of what will be the

Procedure of this State in the Treaty at Nimeguen : Which is, To enter in-

to Matter as foon as they can, to adjufl the Points that are particular between

France and them ; and after the Propofal of Satisfaction to their Allies, to

leave the Management of that Head to the Allies themfelves j and fo appear,

as to their own Part, to be hors d'affaires, and thereby lie ready to take fuch

Mcafures as Time and Conjunftures fhall fuggcft to them. But, as the

Prince's Firmnefs fcems to fecurc this Point while he lives > at Icalt, if he be

right in the Calculation of his own Power : So, I am of his Highnefs's Opi-

nion, That nothing can prevent it, if any Thing fhould happen to his Per-

fon. And that, on the other Side, by all the Difpofitions I difcover here,

both in the Prince and States, his Majefty hath never yet found a more fa-

vourable Conjunfture towards the effedting what he hath fo long defired, and

employ'd fo much of his Care in, as the happy Mediation of a general Peace i

wherein I fhall endeavour, at my Return to Nimeguen,to purfue his Majefty's

Intentions, both upon our firft Inftru6tions, and thofc we continually receive

from your Hands, by his Majefty's Command.

/ am ever,

SIR,

2'our, Sec.

To



to the Kin g, the Prince <?/ O r a n g e, &c. 44c

To my Lord Treafurer.

Arnheim January zf. N. S. l6yj.
My Lord,

I
Had only Leifurc, in my laft, to acknowledge the Honour of Two I had
then received from your Lordlhip, but Ihall now anfwer the Particulars

of them i and give you as much Light, and as little Trouble by it, as I can.
The Offer his JVIajefty made the Prince, concerning an Alliance after the
Peace, was received by his Highnefs with all the Satisfaction that could be j
and he faid, immediately, upon it. That he would fend it to the Penfioner, to
be communicated to fome of the States, who, he was fure, would be as glad of
it as hej and would take it as a Sign of his Majefty's concerning himfelf not
only in his Highnefs, but in the Safety of his Country: And that, for the
Condition his Majefty requir'd, of no Alliances in prejudice of itj he fuppo-
fed his Majefty did not mean thofe they were already engaged in, and, he was
fure, they would enter into no new ones, but in Concert with his Majefty ;
in cafe he would bring them out of this War : Upon which he defired me
to acquaint him with his Majefty's Thoughts. Thus far I had Reafon to be-
lieve, the Advance made by his Majefty would not fail of having all the Ef-
fefts, your Lordlhip tells me, you then propofed to your felves : But when
I acquainted his Highnefs with the Subftance of Mr. Secretary f'Filliamfon''s

Letter, after cafting up, diftinftly, what it amounted to, he faid, he would
die rather than make fuch a Peace : And afterwards. That he would rather
charge a Thoufand Men with a Hundred, though he were fure to die in
the Aftionj and fevcral fuch dcfperatc Things as thefe. Afterwards he
talked a great deal in colder Blood j how loft he (hould be in Honour, to
his Allies, and to all the World, by fuch a Peace as this > and that the pref-
flng them to it, would have the fame Effe£t as if he abfolutely broke from
them by a feparate Peace. I told him. That whilft he confider'd his own
Honour on one Side, his Majefty muft confider his on the other, if he ftiould

now make fuch Propofitions to France as his Highnefs defired ; after having
been their Ally in the War, and being now a Mediator. The Prince an-
fwered me. That when I fpoke of his Majefty's Honour, I could mean it on-
ly in the Efteem of France; for he believed every Body elfe would think it

more Honour in the King to make a reafonable Peace, than to fuffer Flanders
to be loft : And thereupon he fell into a great deal of Difcourfe, what the
Effe£ts of that would bej and whenever it was, that this State muft of Ne-
ceffity fall into an abfolute Dependance upon France^ and could never think
of defending it felf by any Alliance with England. That this Country was
not made to be the Stage of a long War, by being wholly a Place of Trade,
which would all die when the Country came into that Condition. And that,

befides, being of fmall Extent, the taking of one or two Towns by France,

would bring them into the Heart of all their Provinces. I told his Highnefs,
All that was trucj but yet I knew him fo well, as to believe he would ven-
ture it, rather than fee this State grow a Province to France, as muft follow

that which he call'd falling into a Dependance upon them ; and that I knew
he was not made to ferve. He faid, perhaps, 1 was in the right j and yet,

he believed, he ftiould do fome defperate Thing or other, rather than come
to it J but that would do us no good ; and either with him, or without him,
the Thing muft come to that Ifllie, if Flanders were once loft. I told him,
I believed the King was as unwilling to fee that, as his Highnefs > but asked,

How his Majefty could propofe fuch a Peace to France as he defired, after fuch
a War, as the Allies had made for thefe two laft Campaigns} and with fuch
Appearances as were of the next, even in his own Opinion, and by the Pen-
fioner's Difcourfes to me upon that Subject ? The Prince faid, very plainly.

That I had Reafon ; and that they could not hope for fuch from France, as

Things
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Things now flood, unlcfs cither his Majcfty's Kindnefs to him, or the Intereft

of his own Kingdom, would put him upon letting France know, that he defired

it • and he was furc, if that were done, they would come to eafier Terms

than he (the Prince) had already propofcd. If the King would not make

the Peace, he knew no Remedy, but muft try how the Emperor would make
the War> and if he would do it as the State had propofed to him, and as thdy

had it in their Hands at Vienna^ to do if they pleafed ; he might yet hope

for a Peace that Way, fince he could not do it this : That, for nis own Fart,

he muft go on, fince he was in; Et quand on eft a la grande mejfe on y eji^

meaning, I fuppofe, one muft ftay till it was done, for there was no getting

out.

I asked him, What I rtiould fay about his Majefty's OfFer of Alliance? He
faid, he could make no Anfwer, till he had fpoken with the Penfioner and

the Commiflloners of Secret Affairs j but he would fay fomething of it in his

Letter to the King: But that was not the Bufinefs now; it would be very well

if the War were ended > and fhould leave this State in a Condition to be de-

fended : But they had now a Difeafe upon thejn that they were dying of, and

we told them what they fhould do when they were recovered. Thus he end-

ed the Difcourfe-, and, to fliy Truth, the moft unfatisfied that ever I faw him
rn my Life. And I have given your Lordiliip all the Particulars of this Con-
verfation, which I had omitted in the Account I gave Mr. Secretary IVilliam-

fnn i
contenting my felf to give him the Grofs of it j being by his Example

induced to write a good deal in Cypher, when I had none with me that I

thought fit to ufe in a Bufinefs of this moment : And my own Eyes will not go
through with it : And therefore I am apt to truft to a Conveyance, which, in

near Six Years AmbafTy in this Country, never yet failed me once.

Your Lordfhip does me too great Honour in defiring my Opinion concern-

ing the Terms of a Peace, as they now have pafTed between his Majefty and

the Prince, wherein I cannot prefume to mix any Senfe of my own. The
Prince told me abfolutely, he had gone as low as he could, in his firft Scheme
I fent from the Hague : And by what his Majefty was pleafed to difcourfe to

me, with great Freedom, when I was laft in England, I am not apt to believe

he will go much farther, than what he has already fignified by Mr. Secretary

JVilliamJbn''s Letter: So that I do not fee any Appearance of their falling into

a Concert upon this Matter j which I am forry for, upon particular Reafons

between his Majefty and the Prince, and upon general ones of the War, and
Confequences of it. For I am apt to believe Flanders in danger of being loft

this Summer, or in fuch a Way to it, as not afterwards to be faved : And I

doubt the Prince and Penfioner tell us the Truth of this State falling into an

abfolute Dcpendance upon France whenever that happens. Becaufe I remem-
ber Monfieurr/e IVitt told me the fame thing very often, after our Alliances

with this State for the Defence of it in 1668. And 1 know about three

Months before thofe were made, when the Dutch defpaired of our entring into

the Defence oi Flanders after the Peace oi Breda^ they had fo pcrfcdly agreed

the Terms between them of dividing Flanders, that it was hindred only by the

fingle Diffent of the Province of Utrecht. And the Penfioner, in his Difcour-

fcs at the Hague, put me in mind of it, by faying, amongft other Things they

could have by a feparate Peace, That I could not tell whether they might not

have Antwerp and Oftende, which, I remember, were part of the Conditions

in Monfieur de IVitt's Scheme. Upon the whole, confidering how both his

Majefty and the Prince ftand tied in different Points of Honour upon this Mat-
ter, I know nothing like to falve all, unlefs upon thisRefolution in Spain.,ihzt

Court fhould be content to break their Marriage with the Emperor's Daugh-
ter, and endeavour it with Madamoifelle the Duke of Orleans's Daughter;
and France, in Confidcration of that Marriage, fiiould be content to part with
fome Towns in Flanders, more than they would do upon a Peace without a

Match ; fince this Way it would be done, at leaft, with Honour. I know
not whether, in fuch an Aftair, his Majefty might not ufe both his laft Offices

in Franccy and a pcribnal Intcrefl that he has (as I take it) in Don John.

This,
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This, for ought I fee, can be the only Expedient between the Two great
Difficulties in the Peace j which are, That the Affairs of Spain are fo ill in

Flanders^ that the Allies cannot think fit to make a Peace upon the prefcnt
Foot, or any thing near it : And, on the other fide, thofe of France are in fo

good, that it cannot be expedted they ihould cafily be prevailed with to re-

ftore much by a Peace, when they are in fo fair Appearances of gaining ftill

more by a War, at leaft, in Flanders and Sicily.

If ever a Peace fhould be made, and leave Flanders in a Condition of being
defended, and the Prince alive, I do not think there can be any Difficulty in
taking thofe Meafures with this State, which his Majefty has offered, and in the
manner he ihall defire. As for that Circumftance your Lordfhip mentions for
me to endeavour the obtaining, efpecially having been offered before on this fide,

I take it to be a Thing thac mufl be eftabliffied upon private and particular
Confidence between the King and the Prince, and not by any publick or pri-

vate Treaties, confidering the Conftitutions of this Government. And this, I

remember, to have faid to his Majefty upon it, and he was pleafed to be of
the fame Mind.
Your Lordfhip will find in both our common Letters of laftPoft and this, of

an Embarafs fallen out between us and the Count Kinski, about the Commu-
nication of his Powers to the Frenchy before that o( the French to him. We
have made the beft Excufes we could j but to the Thing it felf, the Truth is,

it will not bear itj though he may, on t'other fide, be too rigid in the Offence
he takes, and Satisfaftion he experts. But there Was a Fault made, and it

neither was the firft, nor will be the laft j and it was Forty to One a greater

had not been made next Day; and fuch, as I believe, would have broken all

Commerce between Us and fome of the Ambaffadors here.

/ amy

My Lord,

Tour, See.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Arnheinty "January 28. iV. S. iSjj.

SIR,

MY lall was of the iid from the Hague i the next Day, being Saturday^ I

vifited the Penfioner, upon my Refolution of going out of Town fo

foon as my Letters then due fhould arrive, the Prince being gone to Soefdyke

that Morning. I told the Penfioner the Orders his Majefty had given us at

Nimegnen^ to take off, upon Occafion, the Imprelfion made there among the
Allies of his Majefty's favouring a feparate Peace; and asked him, Whether
he thought it of Service to the Prince, for me to fay fomething of the fame
kind at the Hague^ before I left it > the Jealoufy having been as great among
the Minifters there, as ztNimeguen? He told me, It was not worth my while,

and that he was content they fliould beheve it, fince it was in their Allies to

help it, or not, as they pleafed : That he had the Day before told the Em-
peror's Minifler, in plain Terms, That if the Conduft xtFienna continues what
it had hitherto l9ben j nay, if it did not fall abfolutely into the Meafures the
State infifted on, by the 15th of next Month; this State would be forced to
make a feparate Peace, and he was content the Emperor fhould know it. 1

told him, It might be a fit Language to hold to the Emperor's Minifter; but
that I knew the Prince too well to believe it : That he had told me. It ihoulcf

be never while he lived j and that he had it in his Power to hinder it. The
Penfioner
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Peniioncr rcplyVi, That he fhould come to it with as much Regret as the

Prince himl'clf > but that his Highnefs might be forced to it by the ill Conduft

of his Allies} and if not by that, by Mutinies of the People here upon ill

SucccfTcs of this next Campaign : That this late Revolution in Spain had

ilicwed what could be brought about by the violent Humour of a People j and

that his Highnefs knew this Country too well, to go too far againft it: That,

in fliort, it would depend upon the Emperor and Spain; for if they took right

and vigorous Mcafures, they might yet hope for a good Campaign j if they

followed fuch as they had hitherto ufed, this State would be forced to a fepa-

rate Peace, unlefs a general one could be made before the Aftion of this Year

began. This is all 1 remember material in his Difcourfcsj beCdes valuing

what he had carry 'd for his Majefty's Satisfaction both in the States oi Holland^

and States General, fo much againft the Humour of both, in the Bufinefs of

the Scotch Minifters, for whofe Departures, within the limited Time, he faid.

Orders had been already given.

On S:inday Moxriin^ 1 received Yours o? January pth, with the inclofed Pac-

quet from his Majefty ; upon which 1 immediately began my Journey towards

Soefdyke^ where I arrived on Monday Afternoon; but met there only a Letter

from the Prince, inviting me to come down to Dieren; his Highnefs having

gone out that Morning a Hunting, with Intention to lie there that Night.

On Tuefday Night I came to Arnherm^ and Yefterday Morning went to Dieren,

where 1 found the Prince, and delivered both his Majefty's Letters. Upon
reading the firft, he fcemed extremely pleafcd, and faid. It was all the Aflu-

rance that could be given, and that he would fend it that Afternoon to the

Penfioner, to be communicated to the Committee of Secret Affairs, to whom,
he was conlldent, it would be the wclcomeft Thing that could bc; and yet he

would give them notice of the Secrecy required in it. I told his Highnefs, I

hoped he obferved the Condition fpecified, of making no Alliances in preju-

dice of this : He anfwered, That his Majefty could not mean thofe they had

already; and for any new ones, he would undertake it, while his Majefly

continued in this Mind. After this he read the fecond Letter, and faid. It

was only of Credence to me in what I fhould fay of his Majefty's Mind about

the Conditions of the Peace. I difcourfed the whole over in the fame Manner
and Order, and, as near as I could, in the fame Terms wherein I was inftruc-

ted ; valuing the whole as fuch a Scheme his Majefty thought poftible to be

obtained oi France^ rather than fuch as he thought to be wiftied, if the Matter

were whole, and the Affairs of the Allies in a better Pofture. I obferved the

Prince of Orange change Countenance when I named Cambrayy yet he heard

me go through the whole Scheme : And when he had done, he faid, That
Dinner ftaid, and that he would talk of it after he had dined : So we went up,

but as he was near the Door, he turned and ftid, Though we (hould talk more

of it after Dinner, yet he could fay, in few Words, all that was to be faid to it;

which was. That he muft rather die than make fuch a Peace.

After Dinner we fell again into the Difcourfe. He asked me diftin6lly the

Particulars, and caft them up feveral Ways what they would amount to, both

as to the prefent State of Things, and that upon which the War begun; As,

That Spain muft by it part with Burgundy^ Cambray^ Aire^ and St. Omer, in-

ft:ead of the Five Towns mentioned by his Majefty. He Hiid, I had fpoiled

his Dinner; that he had been thinking it over while he ftiould have eat; but,

upon the whole, was of the fame Opinion he told me at firft upon it; and that

ail muft be ventured fince he was in, and there was no other Way out. I told

him, I fuppofcd he would give his Majefty his own Thoughts upon it; but

hoped, he would think it over a little more, and in all its Circumftances, be-

fore he did it: He replied, That he would write that very Night to the King,

and fend me his Letter next Morning, fo as it might go by this Poft : But
that to fave his Majefty Trouble, he would refer him to me for Particulars,

and only touch fome Points in general. He then defired me to let his Maje-

fty know. That he had been very plain in what he had told me, upon this

Matter of his own Thoughts, when he writ laft to the King : That he had
gone
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gone as low as he thought he could, with any regard to his Allies, or the Safe-

ty of this Country : That he doubted whccher Spain would ever have beeh
brought to it} but if his Majefty would have fallen in, he would have ufed
his utmoll Endeavours ; But for this, he was certain they would not, though
ihey were fure to lofe all Flanders by the War} and that he would never pro-
pofe it to them : That if Holland ihould make the Peace upon thcfe Conditi-
ons, it would be the fame Thing as to make it feparate, and would have the
fame Effefts, by lofing wholly their Allies, and thereby calling their Depen-
dance abfolutely upon France: For if Spain were left in tliis State, Flanders
could be defended neither by Holland, nor by England it felf, whenever France
Ihould think fit to invade it : That if Flanders were once loft, Holland could
not poflibly be defended by England againft France i and they would be for-

ced to take their Meafures with them, rather than be made the Stage of the
War: That hereby, what his Majefty was pleafed to offtr in liis firlt Letter,
would come to have no Effe£t : And that it depended upon the Iflue of the
War, whether Holland would be left capable of being defended, or deferv-
ing the Honour of fuch an Alliance with his Majefty. He concluded, That
what he faid at firft, was all that could be faid from hence j that if his Ma-
jefty proceeded farther in this Matter, it muft be with France: And there-
upon repeated what he had faid feveral times before. That if his Majefty,
either upon Kindnefs to Him (the Prince) or Confideration of what his own
Crowns might be concerned in this Affair, would help him out of this War
by a general Peace, upon any reafonable Terms, there were no Meafures his

Majefty ftiould delire, which he would not fall into with all the Readinefs and
Satisfaction that could be : If his Majefty would not concern himfelf fo far

in it, he muft leave it to God Almighty to decide it as he pleafed. I defired

the Prince to think again, before he writ to his Majefty j but he faid. He
would certainly write to Night ; and that all he could think of any Bufinefs

was thought in an Hour's time; and therefore he defired me to write this as

his Anfwer: Which, that I might not miftake, I repeated over as I appre-
hended it } and his Highnefs faid, It was right; and I have kept clofe to it

in what I have written : Which is all I fhall, or, indeed, can trouble you
with upon this Subjeft. And, I think, his Majefty has before him, from my
feveral Difpatches fince I left Nimegiien, the perfe£t and clear State of all

Matters and Difpofitions as they play here, which yet may alter by the Acci-
dents that the Spring or Summer ihall bring forth j but, I believe, not till

then. Upon the Clofure of this, I intend for Nimeguen, and there fall into
the Footfteps I left > and hope to recover my Health, which has fuffered a
good deal by this Journey, and which I (hall always referve for the Occafions
of his Majefty's Service.

/ am ever,

SIR,

Tour, 6cc,

To the Prince of ORANGE.
Nimeguen, February 6. N. S. i6jj.

May it pleafe Tour Highnefs,

I
Received a Letter from Mr. Secretary Willamfon by his Majefty's Com-
mand, in Anfwer to the Account I gave him of Your Highnefs's Difcour-

fes to me at Dieren, upon the Subjeft of his Majefty's laft Letter to Your
Highnefs.

Vol. IL Kkk I find
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I find the King apprehends by the Way and Manner of your Highncls's An-
fwer (in return to what 1 difcourfed to you there, as his Majclly's Thoughts
in Confidence between you, about the Conditions of a Peace) that what his

Majelly had offered upon that Subjeft, had not been rightly underlfood by
your Highnefs, or by me : Becaule, Firft, The Thing is not meant to be any
Propofition that the King would make (which his ^ ajeity thinks is not in his

Part, nor has he any Authority to do it) but meeriy a Confidence between
him and your Highnefs, in return of what you were pleafed to ask of his

Majefty, by your Letter of the ifth pail; upon which the King gave his

Thoughts, framed and applied particularly to what your Highnefs had reprc-

fcnted of Yours, as to the main Conditions of a Peace.

Next, His Majefty obferves, That the Change of Cambray was not a dire6l

Part of the principal Scheme there offered} but is added, in the fecond place,

as, what his Majelty propofcs, were to be wiflied, in his Opinion, for the

making, as it were, a double Frontier to BruJ/'els, if it could be obtained from
France. And farther, his Majefty obferves. There were fix Towns propofed

to be reftored to Spain upon that Exchange ; fo as his Majefty is of Opinion,

that what he has propofed, if it could be got, would be better for i-'landers

(which is the great I'hmg the King thinks he ought to have in his Care) than

what even your Highnefs propofcs. And therefore his Majefty defires you
would think a little farther of the Thing, and not let it fall fo very flat as

you feemed to do by your laft Anfwer, without trying what it can be beaten

out to: For Things of this kind cannot be expefted to have their Perfeftion

upon the firft Eflay ; but muft be wrought upon with Patience and Temper.
And fo his Majefty defires your Highnefs will do in this, and let him know
your farther Mind upon itj which his Majefty defires in the Point, for the

great Care he is in, to have this Matter of Flanders fecured before it be too

late.

But if, after all, your Highnefs flill continues of your own Mind, and that

You fo defire it, his Majefty will very readily hand forward, in the beft man-
ner he can, this or any other Scheme your Highnefs fhall think fit to have

him hand towards France, and give your Highnefs the beft Account he can of
the Succefs it hath. But his Majefty cannot but think ftrange, the Thing
having beea taken up in Confidence between him and your Highnefs, and fo

refolved to be handled between you, fhould thus be wholly let fall by your
Highnefs.

This being what I have Order to write to your Highnefs upon this Subject,

from his Majefty, I fhall not prefume to increafe your Trouble any farther,

than by the Profclflons of that Pallion and Truth, wherewith I am ever.

Tour Highnefs^ s mofi

Faithful and ynofi

Obedient Servant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Soefdyke, February z6. N. S. i6jj.

SIR,

ON Friday laft I received a Letter by an Exprefs from the Prince, by which
he dcfired me to meet him at this Place on Sunday, as I accordingly did;

and had hit Night a long Converfation with his Highnefs upon the Siibjeft of
my Letter to him > which, as You will have obferved by the Copy 1 fent You,
was a perfeft Extra6t of what You were pleafed to write to me by his Maje-
fty's Command of the joth paft. 1 repeated to him again his Majefty's Ap-

pre-
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preheniion of his Highnefs having miftakcn the Thing as it was offered by his
Mujelly ; in regard that of Cambray was not made a direft Part of the princi-
pal Scheme} but added only as the King's Opinion, for making a fort of a dou-
ble Frontier to Briifcls, if it could be obtained from France: And alfo, That
by this Scheme there would be fix Towns rcftored to Spain ; whereas his High-
nefs had reckoned there would be but five.

The Prince replied, He underftood there would be but five of thofe that
were given to France by the Peace of Jix > and that you had given un autre tour
a cette affaire^ mais que ccla ne change pas la chofe. But, that the Difference
was plain between his Majefty's Thoughts and His: For his Majefty intended
they ihould treat fur le pied de ce que la France pojfedoit a prefent, y que ks
ccbanges fe feroient la dejjus : Whereas, his (the Prince's) Meaning was. That
they Ihould treat upon the Foot of Jix la Chapelle^ and that the Exchanges
Ihould be made upon that.

I told him, his Majefty defircd, however, That he would think a little

farther of it, and not let it fall fo fuddenlyj fince his Majefty's Defign was
the fecuring of Flanders before it were too late: And that, however, if his
Highnefs fhould continue of the fame mind, the King would be willing to
hand over to France any Scheme the Prince fhould think fit, and give him the
beft Account he could of it.

The Prince replied. That he had confidered enough of it; but did not well
know what he could fay more upon it at this Time: That when he had firft

fpoke to me of it at the Haguc^ he was not only very defirous of a Peace, but
of Opinion, that it might have been compaflcd this Winter, and thought it

was fitter for him to addrefs himfelf to his Majefty upon it, than go any other
"Way j both becaufc he believed his Majefty defired the Peace, and was alfo

concerned that Flanders fhould not be loft : That he had made cc pas d'avance^

in telling the King his Thoughts upon the Terras j and had fome Reafon to
hope, that France might have been contented with them, if his Majefty had
fallen into the fame mind : That he was very forry the King's Thoughts had
been fo diff^erent from his, and fuch as he is fure he cannot agree to, if he be a
Man of Honour; confidering how he ftands engaged to his Allies: That he is

not at all confident, he could have brought them to what he had propofed;
but fhould, however, have endeavoured it, and whenever his Majefty's
Thoughts come nearer his, that he fliall be flill glad to know them : But he
now looked upon the Campaign as begun, and beheved, at the very Time we
talked, the Guns were playing before Valenciennes, and that the Succefs of
the Campaign would every Day change the Pretenfions of the Parties in point
of the Peace : That, for his own Part, he now faw no Hopes of it ; but ex-
pe£ted a very long War, unlefs Flanders fhould be wholly loft ; and, in that
Cafe, the States muft make the beft Terms they could : But, he confefTcd,

he was of the Spaniards mind, That is was better to lofe Flanders by a War^
than by a Peace : That, he believed, Valenciennes would be taken, and, per-
haps, St. Omer too ; and the more Towns were taken, the more diihcult the
Peace would be, fince there could be found no Equivalent for them upon a
Treaty : That he expeded a very ill Beginning of the Campaign, and to
make an ill Figure in it himfelf; at leaft, till the Germans took the Field:

But he was in, and muft go through with it; and the beft was, that few Cam-
paigns end as they begin : That he gave his Majefty Thanks for his Offer of
handing any Propofition from him to France; but that was never his Mean-
ing; for, if it had, he could eafily have found a direfter Way: But his Inten-
tion was to enter into a Confidence with his Majefty alone upon that Subject j

and to owe a Peace to him, if they had agreed upon the Terms. But if any
thing be propofed to France otherwife than as his Majefty's own Thoughts, it

muft be from the Alliance, and not particularly from him.
I asked his Highnefs, Whether he would not write to the King upon this

Subje£ti but he excufed it upon his having fo many other Difpatches laft

Night upon his Hands, and his going fo early this Morning to the Hague

:

Upon which he defired me to let his Majefty know all we had been able to
Vol. II. K k k i fay
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fay upon it : I repeated it to him, as near as I could, to what he had faid ;

and upon his approving of it, immediately fet it down in Writing, according

to what I have now tranfmittcd to you.

His Highnefs went this Morning by Five a Clock towards the Hague, and

talks of going from thence in Eight or Ten Days. I have Iby'd liere till this

Afternoon upon the Difpatch of my Letters, that I might not lofe this Poft;

but am now returning towards Nmeguen } and fhall not lengthen this Trouble

beyond the Aflurances of my being ever,

SIR,

Tour, Sec.

To my Lord Treafurer.

Nmeguen^ March z6. N. S. 1677.

My Lord,

I
Were not excufable to offer your Lordfhip many Troubles of this kind, at

a Time I know you have fo many of another; yet having lately received

an Intimation from my Son, of your Lordfhip's Dcfue, to know if I had late-

ly heard of any Projeft offered by the Fi'ench to the Prince of Orange towards a

Peace > I thought it became me to tell your Lordlliip my felf, That fince the

Account I gave Mr. Secretary JVilUamfon of what pafled at my laft Interview

with his Highnefs at Soefdyke, I have not heard of any thing of that kind, far-

ther than the Jealoufies oiDon Pedro dc Ronquillo, about fome private Negotia-

tions between them upon the Articles of the Marine Treaty, which he the

more apprehends by the Delays of the Dutch Ambafladors to enter into that

Matter herej as they pretended to do within few Days after the Exchange of

the Pretenfions between the Parties. If there be any thing of that kind on

foot, I believe it is between the Marefchal d'EJlrades and the Penfioner, by

the Intervention of one Pejfer (as I remember his Name is) who was Penfioner

of the Town of Maftricht when the French took it > and who has kept up a

Correfpondence of Letters with the Marefchal ever fince his Return into Hol-

land.

The Penfioner had formerly fhewed me feveral of thofe Letters in general

Terms, about the Advantages the State might find in a Peace with France.

And when I was laft at the Hague, he told me. He newly received Two with

very particular Overtures. I would fain have feen them, but he excufed it,

upon knowing that I was bound to give an Account of them to Court j and

fufpefting, that no other Ufe would be made of them there, but communica-

ting all to France, which would lofe the Penfioner's Credit upon fuch Occa-
fions.

On the other fide, Monfieur Colbert and cVAvaiix have told me. That the

Reafon of their Mafter's fending Monfieur d''Eflrades hither inftead of the

Duke de Vitry (who was in the firft Commifiion) was, the Pofieffion he had

given the Minifters in France, of the great Correfpondences he had in Holland.

Upon which Point, though I know he is very pretending, yet I do not think

it goes farther than what I have mentioned, and had not reached any thing

particular with the Prince when I faw him laft.

Bcfides, 1 left his Highnefs fully refolved upon the Profecution of the War
this Campaign, without more Thoughts of the Peace, after that Tranfaftion

with his Majefty had failed : And, I hear, Don John has not only performed
with him in what Payments were due to the Admiralty at Amjlcrda-m, but in

an Advance of j-qooo Crowns, and a Fund for the reft of his Highnefs's Per-
fonal Debts from Spain, and likcwife had eftabliflicd a Courfc that will not

fail, for the tranfmitting Two hundred thoufand Crowns a Month for the

Affairs
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Affairs oi Flanders., and Payment of the Allies. So that I do not well fee what
can prevent the Courfe of this Campaign, unlefs the Emperor {hould fail in

what he aflured the Prince oi Orange, concerning the Motions and Conduft of
the German Armies, either by the Uncertamty of the Councils at Vienna, be-
tween the differing Fadions of the Duke of Lorrain and Montecuculi in that
Court; or by the Faultering of fome of the Princes of Germany in the Alli-

ance, which has been of late fufpeftcd of the Dukes of Luneubiirgh. In thefe

Cafes, or any other, that fhall hinder the G<?r»;;^« Armies from drawing off the
French Forces from Flanders into Germany, it will not be in the pov/er of the
Prince of Orange and the Spaniards to fave the reft o£ Flanders this Summer:
And what Meafures that will draw on, of force, between hi.; Highnefs' and
France, I cannot tell. But otherwife, if the Germans perform what they have
promifed their Allies, it may be a warm Summer on that Side; and the poor
Remainder of Flanders, after the Lofs of St. Omer and Cambray (which the

French Ambaffadors here affure themfelves of) may be faved by Diverfion;
for otherwife it never can.

Thus I believe that Affair plays at prefent. In the mean Time, I muff con-
fefs to your Lordfhip, I was troubled to find the Prince go into the Field fo

ill fatisfied with that Scheme of Peace, which his Majefty, by Mr. Secretary
JVilliamfons Letter, ordered me to communicate to him : And the more, be-
caufe fome Words he let fall in the Heat of Difcourfe, made me doubt, if he
fhould have a mind hereafter to make any Overtures to France, he might
do it by fome other Way than by his Majefty. For, as to the Thing it felf, he
thought what the King propol'ed, was the utmoft that France would have
asked. Nay, he faid. He had Reafon to believe, when he fpoke to me firft,

that France would have accepted even what his Highnefs mentioned, if his

Majefty would but have propofed it as his own Opinion : And he wondred his

Majefty would not make that Pace, and, at leaft, fend his Highnefs the An-
fwer of France upon it. Then, for the Manner, he was as much unfatisfied

as with the Matter of it. He faid, Mr. Secrefxxy IVilliamfon thought he could
make him miftake the Thing, by giving it un autre towj and that he could
fatisfy him with la creme foitee : And asked. Why fuch Dealing with fo plain

a Man as He (the Prince) was ? And faid, That if he had thought qu'on

auroit pris Vaffaire de cet air la, he would never have troubled them with it in

England, and could have found a nearer Way to France.

I faid what I could to fatisfy him : But he has a Way of falling downright
into the Bottom of a Bufinefs, and is to be dealt with no other Way that eVer

I could find; and, upon thisOccafion, faid a great deal very fharply of fome
of the King's Minifters dealing artificially with him, and believing they could
talk him into any thing: Which, he faid, was not a Way to do Bufinefs, and
only fhewed the mean Opinion they had of Him, that they thought was to be
dealt with by fuch Methods as thofe.

/ am ever.

My Lord,

Tour, &c.

To
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SIR,

To Mr. Hyde.

Nimeguen, May 2.1. N. S- iQ-'j.

1A M to acknowledge the Favour of one from you of the 8th, and the Tc-
ftimonies it gave me of the Continuance of your Kindnefs to mc, and Re-

membrance of our Converfation here, which, I queftion not, will begin again

where it ended, at what Time, or in what Place foevcr it happens to be re-

newed. Since you tell me, you know no more of your Return hither, than

I find by your Letter, I will enter no farther upon a Difcourfe you leem re-

folved to let fall, but attend the EfFeft of thofe good Words you give me,

about employing me in your Service here, when you begin to look this Way.
I fuppofe this Day will for the prefent have tilrned your Thoughts upon ano-

ther Scene, and by the Motions whereof they here either hope or fear that the

Meafures of this will be influenced.

For my part, I am fo much a Stranger to the Councils in England, that I

cannot pretend to give my felf the leafl: Account of them upon this Occafion,

and much lefs to other Men that are very inquifitive after them : And am very

well content to be fo ; for, you know, all my Politicks are at an End with

that of my late Negotiation at the Hague: And I pretend no more than to do

a plain Duty while I am in thefe Employments, and pafs a private eafy Life

after this is ended j and, inftead of Care to mend the World, bufy my
Thoughts no farther than with that of mending my felf. All we wilTi is.

That we might at one Time or other lofe the Reproach I told you, of Flucla-

ation perpetHclk, and refolve for good and all what Ends and Points are fitteft

for us to purfue, and then bend our Endeavours in rteddy Courfes to bring

them about J and when one Way fails, try another, as we have good Exam-
ples. And I think in Politicks, as well as Morals, it is a good Queftion of one

of your Friends and mine, though our CoUegue's Enemy j

Efi aliquid quo tendis, £5? in quod dirigis arcum.

An pajfim fequeris corvos ?

And there I leave all thefe kind of Thoughts, and wifh you happy Succefs

in this Seflion of Parliament you are entring, and the good Fortunes and En-
tertainments you propofe to your felf at Court, or any where, and to my
felf many Occafions of exprcfling, how much I am

Tour moll Faithful and

mofi Humble Servant.

To my Lord Bijhop of Rochefter.

Nimeguen, May ii. A'". S. 1677.

My Lord,

1AM unacquainted with Thanks or Praifes, having fo little deferved any,

that I muft judge of them rather by the Report of others, than by any
Experience of my own. But if by either, I underftand any thing of them,
all the Charm or Value they have, arifes from the Efteem a Man has of the
Perfon that gives them, or the Belief, in fome meafure, of his own deferving

them. The firft of thefe Circumftances gave fo great an Advantage to thofe

I had lately the Honour of receiving from your Lordfliip in a Letter delivered
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me by Mr. Dolben, that the Want of the other was but neceflary to allay the
Vanity they might otherwife have given me. But where a Man can find no
Ground to flatter himlelf upon the Thanks he receives, he begins to confider
whether they are Praife or Reproach : And fo, I am fure, I have Reafon to

do in the Acknowledgments your LordlTiip is pleafed to make me of any Fa-
vours to your Son, who has never yet been fo kind to me, as to give me the
leaft Occaiion of obliging him. I confei's, I fhould have been glad to meet
with any, though I do not remember fo much as ever to have told him fo j

but if he has guefs'd it from my Countenance or Converfation, it is a Tcfti-
mony of his obferving much, and judging well j which are Qualities I have
thought him guilty of, among thofe others that allow me to do him no Favour
but Juftice only in efteeming him. 'Tis his Fortune to have been before-hand
with me, by giving your Lordfhip an Occafion to take notice of me, and
thereby furnifhing me with a Pretence of entring into your Service > which
gives him a new Title to any I can do him, and your Lordlhip a very juft

one to employ me upon all Occafions.

Notwithftanding your Lordfhip's favourable Opinion, I will aflure you, 'tis

well for me, that our Work here requires little Skill, and that we have no
more but Forms to deal with in this Congrefs, while the Treaty is truly in the
Field, where the Conditions of it are yet to be determirted. Fata viam inve-

vient : Which is all I can fay of it j nor fhall I increafc your Lordfhip's pre-

fent Trouble, beyond the Profeffions of my being.

My Lordj

lour Lordfiip's moft Obedient

Humble Servant,

To my Lord Treafurer»

Nimeguen^ June Zf. A'", S. i6jj.

My Lord,

F I pretended to make your Lordfliip the Acknowledgments I owe for the

Honour and Kindnefs of your laft Letter, this, I am fure, would be made
up of nothing elfe : And therefore, when I have alTured your Lordfhip,
That no Man could be more obliged than I was by it, nor more fenflble than I

was upon it, I fhall tell you, without more Circumflance, what my Thoughts
have amounted to, upon the Confideration of that Propofal you are pleafed to

make me from the King. His Majefty has always been lb gracious to me,
but fo much more particularly in the Opinion of my being capable of ferving

him in that Station your Lordfhip mentions j that if I were worth that Sum,
or a greater than what, it feems, Mr. Secretary Coventry expefts, I would the

readieil in the World lay it down, either upon this Occafion, or any other,

or upon none at all belides the leaft Signification of his Majefty's Pleafure. But
in the Condition of my Fortune, I will alTure your Lordfhip, it were as eafy

for me to coin it, as to find it any other waysj my Father living ftill, and
keeping the whole Eftate of the Family : And the belt Husbandry in fuch

Employments as mine have been, reaching no farther than to bring the Year
about, unlefs, upon the Change of them, fome Prefents attend it. But, if

either it fhould arrive that I Ihould out-live my Father, who is very infirm j

or that this Employment fhould end with the Prefents ufual to Mediators -, I

fhall leave it wholly to his Majefty to command me how to difpofeof any thing

I fhall thereby pofTefs. And I am of Opinion, upon the general Frofpeft I

have into the Affairs of Chrifleadom, from my Station here, that I fhall eafily

fee
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fee to an End of this Employment, as loon as this Campaign is done: And
that within three Months after, we fliall either fall into the War, or ihall fee

a Peace of one fort or other.

In either of thefe Cafes, my Figure here determines, and fliall do fo in

Holland tooy if his Majcfly gives me Leave > and the Prcfcnts of this laft will

bring fomething into my Purfe, though the other fliould fail, and go a little

way towards what your Lordlliip propofes. And 'tis poffible, that in the

mean while I may be a little necenary to his Majefty's Honour in this very

Poft, where it happens unfortunately, that though the wife Paces a Minifter

makes, may never be worth taking notice of, yet he lies every Day in the

Way of making ill ones; and upon them lies as open both to his Majelty's

Dishonour and his own, as, perhaps, in any Employment of the World be-

fides.

Upon Mr. Secretary Coventry's Part in fuch a Delay, I can fay little, but

hope, his Majcfty will be content, at the leaft for fo long, to keep a good
Servant, inltead of hazarding an ill one : And, I think, the Bargain between

my Lord Arlington and Mr. Secretary WilUamfon^ depended a great deal longer

than this can do j though, as I remember, it was but Six thoufand Pounds

that was given between them, and my Lord Arlington gave my Lord St. Al-

bans Ten. And if his Majefty fhould have a mind, in the mean time, to ex-

cufe himfelf from admitting any other, by faying, he is engaged -, he may
very well do it, upon what he was pleafed to fay to me in the Year 1674,
after the Peace was made, when I made my Acknowledgments, as well as

Excufes, upon the Offer of going Ambaflador into Spain : That he intended

me a better Thing ; and that though he was then engag'd, yet, when it fell

again, I fhould have it. I do not fay this to lay the leaft hold in the World
upon any fuch Promife, but to furniih his Majelly with the Excufe of being

engag'd, if he fhould think fit. Otherwife, it is a Thing I abfolutely forget,

whenever his Majefty does fo : And if he finds any other Pcrfon he thinks fit

to bring into the Place, I fhall, however, upon my Return from hence, either

in any other Station, or in none, endeavour, the reft of my Life, to deferve

his Majefty's Opinion, of being either as good a Servant, or, at leaft, as good
a Subjeft, as any he has.

I had a Letter this laft Week from the Prince, wherein he was pleafed to

give me fome Account of Monfieur BentinclCs Journey and Return, extremely

to his Highnefs's Satisfaftion, as to all that pafled from his Majefty upon that

Occafion. As to your Lordfhip's Part, he fays thcfe Words: Je Tavois parti-

culierement adreffS a Monfieur le Grand Treforier j qui en a iije d'une maniere fi

obligeante, £5? luy a parte avec tant de franchife^ que je ne fuis nCen ajfes louer.

If he can fucceed in the Defires I know he has of making a Journey into Eng-
land when the Campaign ends, I believe fo much of his inclinations towards a

Peace (that may, in any kind, fave his Honour, and the reft of Flanders) that

I am confident, the King and his Highnefs, if they meet, will take their

Meafures together upon that Matter, and upon the future Condu6t of both
their Allies.

I ask your Lordfliip's Pardon for fo long a Trouble; which yet muft not

end without the Repetition of all the moft fenfible Acknowledgments that can

be made you for fo much Favour as has obliged me to be for ever, and with as

much Reafon as Paffion,

My Lord,

Tom\ &c.

T9
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To Sir John Temple.

SheenJ Jugitji •, ^^77-
SIR,

SINCE the Account I gave you lately from N'megtien, of my Son's coming
to me, the Errand he was fent on, and the Anfwer I had returned there-

upon to his Majefty, I thought that Affair would have flcpt, at Icaft, for
Ibme Time : But within a Fortnight after, I received, by Exprefs, a Com-
mand to repair immediately into England, without fo much as any notice of
the Occafion. I accordingly left Nimeguen the fth of July, and had a very
good Paflage over in a Yacht that was fent for me to the Briel. The firft time
1 faw the King, he was pleafed to call me into his Clofet, and to tell me, I
knew the Occafion of my coming over, from what my Lord Treafurer had
lately writ to mc by his Command : That he had feen my Anfwer, and was,
however, refolved I fhould come into that Poft : That he knew no Man was
fo fit to ferve him in it as I j and fince he found I was not able to bear the
Charge of coming into it, he was content to do it himfelf : That upon my
coming over. Secretary Coventry had taken a great Alarm j and though he had
before been willing to part with his Place, upon the Terms my Lord Treafu-
rer had propofed to him, yet he had. Upon this Occafion, come to Him (the
King) and told him the Repot-ts he met with from all Hands, of my being
fent for over to come into his Office : That he hoped he had, at leaft, defer-

vcd, by fo long Services, not to be turned off without giving him Co much
Time, that his Friends and the World might fee it was a Choice of his own,
rather than the King's. His Majefty faid. He had told him. That he need
not trouble himfelf any farther about it, and that when he took fuch a Refo-
lution, he would tell him of it himfelfj and that this was all he had faid till

he fpoke with me.
I gave his Majefty my humble Thanks, as became me upon fuch an Occa-

fion} but faid, I thought Secretary Coventry had great Reafon in what he de-
iircd : That he was a very worthy Gentleman, and had ferved him long

:

And therefore I made it my humble Suit to his Majefty, That he would not
part with him, to make Room for me, till he himfelf fhould be content. The
King bid me fpeak with my Lord Treafurer about itj and fo this Matter refts;

and I am fure fhall do fo for me : For my Friends muft pardon me if I can-
not overcome the Coldnefs I have at Heart upon this Occafion j to fay no
more.

Some Days after, the King feeming to be in great Apprehenfions for the
Prince of Orange's Perfon, upon the Hazards he is continually expofed to, and
likevvife for the Succefs of the prefent Campaign} confidering the French For-
ces now in the Field, and how ill the Prince is feconded by his Allies, told

me, He had a mind I fhould go over to him, and try, whether he would fall

into fuch Terms of a Peace, as his Majefty might hope to get accepted by
France : That, in cafe any fuch could be agreed on before the Campaign en-
ded, he fhould be glad to fee the Prince here, having confented to it when
Monfieur Bentinck was in England. I told his Majefty, That, I was confident,

he knew the Prince's Mind upon the Terms of a Peace, without fending to

him, by all that pafTed in that Negotiation between the Prince and me laft

"Winter} and that I believed nothing could alter him, unlefs it were fome
great Change of Affairs, by the good or ill Succefs of this Campaign, which
was not yet near an End : And when it was done, fince his Majefty was con-

tent the Prince fhould come over, they would much eafier agree, when they
were together, than by any Minifter between them, in how much Confidence
foever.

I was extremely prefixed for fome Days upon this Journey, and had no mind
to it, knowing how unwelcome it would be to the Prince while he was in the

Vol. IL L 1 1 Field,
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Field, for many Reafonsj and how ill it would anfwcr the End for which his

Majclly intended it> and therefore, at lall, told the King and Duke together.

That if they were refolved to make the Trial, I dcfired they would do it by
another Hand : That I had fpent all my Shot lall Winter, and left the Prince

fix'd upon a Stand, which, I was fure, he would make good as long as he

could: That Mr. Hyde was now idle hercj who having upon his Return from

Poland^ received a Commiffion to appear as one of the King's Mediators, du-

ring the fhort Stay he ihould make at Nimeguen-y and there being now but one

Ambaflador of the King's there, I thought there was nothing fo proper, as

for Mr. Hyde to return to Nimcgtien in that Figure, how little foever there

was to do ; lince, by our Original Commiffion, there ought to be Two to

aft in that Mediation : That, upon his Journey, he might fee the Prince of

Orangey and purfue fuch Inftrudions as his Majeily ftiould give him upon that

Occafion.

This was approved and refolved onj znd Mr. Hyde is well enough pleafed

with the Employment > which renews his Charafter at Nimegtien^ that was
before but a Compliment to him as he pafTed by that Place : though I have, as

a Friend, told him before-hand what Succefs he is like to meet in his Journey-

to the Prince; and he reckons upon it.

This is all the prefent Account I can give you of my felf, whatever you will

«ieet with in the News-Papers that run Abroad, and have made me Secretary

of State already i fo that I receive Twenty impertinent Compliments upon ir,

and Applications for Places in the Office. But I am, I thank God, in an
eafy Place here at Sheen^ where I fpend all the Time I can poffibly, and ne-

ver faw any thing pleafanter than my Garden, and the Country and River
about it, which I was grown almoft a Stranger to. I think here often oi San-
cho, that faid, He had got nothing by his Government, but the Knowledge
that he was not fit to govern any think befides his Sheep. And that I have got
by knowing a Court, and the Courfe of Publick Affairs, that I am not fit to

ferve in one, nor to manage the other j which is all I fliall fay inExcufe ofmy
Conduct : And you, and my Friends, will be content I fhall, at leaft, take a

little Breath, and fee the IlTue of the prefent Campaign Abroad, and of the

Prince's Journey hither at the End of it, before I take any new Meafures, or
fall into any new Engagements.
My Wife and Family continue ftill at Nimeguen 5 only my Siller and Jack

are with me here, and both feem as kind to Sheen as I am. We are confident,

you would be fo too, if you could refolve of feeing it once fincc the Altera-

tions made here •, that you might have a Share in the Pleafure of them, as

well as you had in the Charge.

We long to hear of your good Health, having, I doubt, loft fome Letters

by our fudden Removals,

_ I am eiiery

S J Ry

Tour, &c.

IQ
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To Sir John Temple.

London.^ November • , 1677.
SIR,

T HO' I do not trouble you often with publick News or Bufinefs, yet I

am fenfible of having too much neglefted it of late, confidering what
has pafled} which, I know, you will be more pleafed with than any you have
been entertained with a great while. For, 1 remember how often and how
much you have defired to fee the Prince of Orange married here j not only
from your good VVifhes to Him, but from your Apprehenfions of fomc
greater Matches that might befall us, and with Confcquences ill enough to
Fofterity, as well as to the prefent Age. I am in a good deal of Haftc at this

prefentTime, and therefore fhall fura up a great deal in a little Room. The
Prince of Orange came to the King at Netvmarket, where he was mighty well

received both of King and Duke. I made the Acquaintance there between
the Prince and my Lord Treafurerj and in fuch a manner, as, though they
were not at all known before to one another, yet, they fell very foon into

Confidence.

The Prince faid not a Word to any of them of any Thoughts of a Wife
while they ftaid at Newmarket; and told me. No Confiderations fhould move
him in that Affair, till he had feen the Lady. The Day after he faw her

here, he moved it to the King and Dukej and tho' he did it with fo good a

Grace, that it was very well :received, yet, in four or five Days Treaty, it

proved to be intangled in fuch Difficulties, that the Prince fent for me one
Night, and uttering his whole Heart, told me. He was refolved to give it

over, repenting him from the Heart of his Journey, and would be gone with-
in two Days, and truft God Almighty with what would follow} and fo went
to Bed the moft melancholy that ever I faw him in my Life. Yet before

Eleven a Clock the next Morning, the King fent me to him, to let him know,
He was refolved on the Match, and that it Ihould be done immediately, and
in the Prince's own Way.
Thus far what had pafs'd went no farther than the King, the Duke, the

Prince, my Lord Treafurer, and me : But that Afternoon it was declared at

the Foreign Committee, and next Day at Council ; you will eafily imagine
with what general Joy. I cannot but tell you. That no Man fecms to lay it

to Heart fo much as my Lord Arlington; having had no part in itj which he
could not but take notice of to the Prince, who told me, his Compliment to

him upon it was. That fome Things, though they were good in thcmfelves,

yet were fpoiled by the Manner of doing them; but this was in it felf fo

good, that the Manner of doing it could not fpoil ic. I am told, he lays it

upon me, and will never forgive mej which I muft bear as well as I can : But
yet, bccaufe you know how we have formerly lived, I will tell you, That it

was not only impoflible my Lord Treafurer and he ihould concur in one
Thing, but he had likewife loft all the Prince's Confidence and Opinion, fince

his laft Journey into Holland. Befides, for my own Part, J found thefe two
Years paft, he could not bear my being fo well neither with the Prince, nor

with the Treafurer} but endeavoured by Sir Gahriel Sylvius to break the firft,

by Steps which the Prince acquainted me with} nor could he hold reproach-

ing me with the laft whenever I went to him } though he himfelf had firft

advifed me to apply my felf to my Lord Treafurer all I could, upon my laft

Embafly into Holland : And though I had ever fince told them both, I would
live well with them both, let them live as ill as they would one with another}

and my Lord Treafurer had been fo reafonable as to be contented with it.

Since the Marriage, the King and the Prince have fallen into the Bufinefs

Abroad, and agreed upon the Terms of a Peace, which the King will offer to

France, and fuch as they both conclude will iecure Flanders, They both agree.

Vol. IL L 1 1 i that
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that I muft of ncceflity go to Paris immediately upon this Errand, and bring a

pofitivc Anfwcr from that Court within a Time prcfix'd. I never undertook

any Journey more unwillingly, knowing in what Opinion I ftand already aC

that Court J
how deeply they refcnt the Prince's Match without their Com-

munication, or the leall Word to their Ambaflador here j and with how lit-

tle Reafon I can hope to be the welcomer for this Errand. But the King will

abfolutely have it; and fo I have made all my fmall Preparations, and think to

be gone within Two Days ; which is all at prefent, but to ask your Blcfling,

and aflure you of my being,

SIR,

I'uur, ti.c.

To the Prime of ORANGE.
London, December 8. 1677.

May it pleafe Tour Highnefs,

I
Should by laft Port have rejoiced with your Highnefs upon the News of

your happy Arrival, and upon the Refolutions that have been taken here

fince you went, in thofe Affairs wherein your Highnefs is fo deeply concern-

ed ; but that my Lord Treafurer's Letter to you upon this Subjeft, was fo

long and fo particular, that nothing could be added to it for your Highnefs'a

Information or Satisfa6tion : And therefore I refolved not to trouble you with

the fame Thing by that Poft, and from fo much a worfe Hand. 1 fuppofe

my Lord AnabaflTador Hyde will have fhcwed your Highnefs his Inftrudtions

and Mr. Secretary's Letter upon that Occafion j which agreeing fo fully with

what my Lord Trcafurer writ, rauft have left you in no doubt of thofe Refo-

lutions being taken here. And yet I thought your Highnefs would not be dif-

pleafed to know from me, that I am of Opinion they are fo j and, which is

more, that the Duke will go up to as great a Height in them as any Man, in

cafe France gives them the Occafion, by their Anfwer to what Mr. Montague

goes away with to Day j and that his Highnefs will abfolutely conclude from

thence, what their good Intentions are or have been to the King : Tho' I have

this fecond time excufed my fclf from attending upon your Highnefs, and

thereby devolved his Majelly's Commands upon Mr. Hyde once more, yet, I

hope, your Highnefs will pardon me, fince I have only referved my felf for

the next Occafion, which, I expedt, will be of more moment, and within a

very little Time. For the prefent, I only defire your Highnefs will pleafe

to give your Anfwer to what Mr. Hyde carries you, in fuch manner as may be

fully to his Majelly's Satisfaction; and if you fhould fcruple the doing it to

:iny other Hand, that you would, at Icaft, do it in a private Letter to his

Majcfty's own, which may not go farther than to thofe Hands by which all

your Highnefs's Concerns have hitherto been tranfafted.

I hope your Highnefs will think to write particularly to the Duke, as well

as the King, in Acknowledgment and Applaufe of thefe late Refolutions; and

my Lord Treafurer will deferve it too, by the great Part he has had in them.

I ask your Highnefs Pardon for the Length and Confidence of this Letter,

and your Juftice in believing me ever, what I fliall ever be, with a pcrfeft

Devotion,

SIR,

Tour Highnefs's, ^c.

The
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The KING'S Speech^ intended to the Parliamentj drawn
up at my Lord Treafurefs Deftre, April 17. 1678.

"My Lords and Gentlemen^

Ilncended to have met you fooner, but found it ncceflary to defer it for feme
few Days, that I might difcourfe more freely and clearly to you upon

the prefent Conjunftures > and that we might perfectly underftand one ano-
ther, which, I am confident, we now fhall do, and this Day end all Diftrufts
and Jealoufies between us j becaufe I know we mean the fame Things, which
are, the Honour and Safety of thefe Kingdoms, the Prefervation of Flanders,
and preventing the Growth of the French Power.

I was fome time in hopes to have attained thefe Ends by the Exercife of my
Mediation, in Purfuit of a Peace ; which I thought the more neceffary by ob-
ferving the Bent of fome of the Confederates towards ir, and the ill Condudt
of the War by others: While I received, at the fame lime, frequent Aflu-
ranccs from France, That they never intended the Conqueft of Flanders, but
defired a reafonable Peace j and fhould very far confider my Offices and
Thoughts upon the Conditions of it.

But feeing the State of the War fo much changed, and Flanders fo much
endangered, by the Events of laft Campaign, I thought it ncceflary for
the Safety of thefe Kingdoms (and, indeed, that of Chrijlendom) fo far to
enforce my Mediation, as to propofe laft Winter to France, fuch Terms of a
Peace as I had Reafon to believe the Confederates would accept > and, as I was
fure, would leave Flanders defenfiblcj which, at that Time, 1 doubted would
hardly be fo by continuing the War : And I had not much Reafon to doubt of
France, becaufe their Refufal would plainly difcover their Defign of con^
quering Flanders (contrary to all their Profeflions) fincc both they and I

knew, it could not be fecured without a Frontier, as I propofed for it. Up-
on the Difficulties made by Fratice, to accept thefe Conditions, and finding
Holland would not continue the War, otherwife than in Purfuit, and with
the Profpe£t of a Peace, I immediately made Two Alliances with them j One
of mutual Defence, and the other Offenfive againft France, in Cafe they
would not accept the Terms I had propofed : Which were thefe.

That they fhould reftore to Spain the Towns of Charleroy, Aeth, Oudenardy
Couriray, Tournay, Valenciennes, Conde, with their Dependencies} and all

others which fhould be taken after that Time (as St. Giflain, Ghent, and Ypres
have unfortunately been). That they fhould reftore all they had taken in
Sicily (which is a Care now happily prevented) : That they fhould reftore

Maflricht to the Dutch, and Lorrain to the Duke of that Name. That the
Peace of the Emperor fhould be made upon the Foot of Affairs at that Time,
by which PhiUpsburgh would have remain'd to the Empire, and the Lofs of
Friburgh would have been prevented. That, becaufe the Peace of the North
could not be adjufted in fo fhort a Time, a Truce fhould be concluded there,

till by the Purfuit of our Mediation, a Peace could be agreed on.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I am not afhamed to own publickly this Scheme of a Peace, both to you
here, and to all the World abroad j as what I thought moft agreeable with
the Duty of a Mediator, and with what I owed to the Safety of my own
Kingdoms, and the Regard I had to your Satisfaftion, in the jult Concern-
ment, you had fo often exprefs'd for the Prefervation of Flanders; which I

knew might be much eafier defended after the reftoring thofe Towns, than
before it. But I will confcfs I am afhamed to find my felf fo much deceived,
as I have been by France upon this Occafionj who, contrary to all they have
fo often profefTed, and promifed me, have cut off all Hopes of any rgafona-

ble Peace, by which Flanders might be fafe : But, on the other Side, making
Difficulties, firft upon one Town, then upon another (as the Neceffity of the

Spaniards,
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Sp.iniards^ or Difpofitions of the Dutch gave thcni Occalion) they have all

along too plainly difcovcred their Defigns of carrying on the War, to the

full Conqucd of Flanders; whillt they endeavour to amufe the World, and

us in particular, with the Difcourfes or Overtures of a Peace.

Yet in the laft they have made, they include the prcfcnt Reftitution of
Swedeti^ and the Duke of Holjieiu ; though they confine the Peace they offer

to the loth oi May. They will, indeed, keep Lorrain, whiUl they pretend

toreftoreit; For they will keep Nancy^ Marfal^ and the Highways through
that Country : And they will have Tournay, Fakncienries^ Conde^ and Tpres^

which are the very Keys of Flanders on that Side ; befides Dinant or Charle-

montj on the other.

I would not confefs to you how much I have been deceived by them in

thefe Pradices, and in thofe they have fince begun with the Dutch upon this

Occalion, if 1 were not refolved to be fo no more: And I will tell you plain-

ly. That 1 lliould immediately have declared the War upon the Difcovery of
them, but that I found it necefTary firft to make my Alliances with the reft

of the Confederates, and therein to purfue the good Advice you hinted to

nie your felves, in one of your Addrcfles, to provide that none of the Par-

ties engaged in the Confederacy, fhould lay down their Arms, or depart from
their Alliances : As likewife, That none of them fhould hold any Commerce,
or Trade, with the French King, or his Subjedls, during the War.

Both thefe Points I have been endeavouring to fecure now for fome Timej
but liave been delayed in them, contrary to my Expcftation, by the Dutch
AmbafTadors wanting Powers, or Inflruftions, to conclude upon thofe two
Particulars. And, 1 doubt, in the laft, your too great Hafte in forbidding

Fri'nch Commodities, was the Occafion of the Dutch declming what before

tht-y had offered, in fo material a Point. I fay not this at all to reproach you,

becaufe I know your Meaning was good j and becaufe, in a Time when the

Satety of Chriftendom, as well as our own, feems to lie at Stake, we ought all

to look forward, upon what is befl to be done j and not backward, upon what
Occafions are lofl, or what Errors have pafTedj or what, in fhort, is now
paft Remedy.
God be thanked, I have, at length, retrieved this Point, in a great Mea-

furt ; and find the Minifl:ers of the Confederates now ready to conclude our

Trea'ies, for carrying on the War by common Confentj and purfuing it ac-

cording to luch SuccelTes as God Almighty fliall pleafe to give to fo jufl

and nccedary an Undertaking. I have, in the mean Time, made my Levies

of Land Forces, and my Preparations for Sea, according to the Scheme and
Proportions you your lelves deiigned. I have already fent————— Thou-
fand Men over into Flanders., and have Thoufand more ready to fend

after them j and am ready to declare the War, immediately upon the figning

of our Treaties : But firft refolved to have your Advice upon ir, now 1 have

laid the whole Affair before you. For your AfTiftances I doubt them not at

all, confidering the many AfTurances you have given me upon this Occafion,

and the Zeal you have ever expreffed to the Safety, Honour, and true Intc-

refts of the Nation j in which 1 doubt not but we fhall always agree.

To my Lord Treafurer,

Sheen, May iSth, 1678.

My Lord,

Finding my felf fomething recovered of my Illnefs, which hindred me
from waiting upon your Lordfhip before 1 left the Town ; I could not

but let you know how very fenfible I was of what you lafb told me, with fo

much Kindncfs, abouthis Majefty and Royal Highncfs having been fo much
difpleafed
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difpleafcd with fome of my late Difcourfes to his Majefty j though your
Lordlliip could not tell me more of them, than that they were fome popular
Notions : As likewife the great Diflatisfaftion his Majefty would receive at
the Difficulties I made to enter into an Affair which belonged not at all to my
Poftj and wherein his Majefty had not done me the Honour to acquaint me
with the Deliberation or Digeftion of it. I muft confefs, the Senfe of his
Majefty's Difpleafure (which I never deferved) has been fo great a ^:ortii^-
cation to mc, that, to ftiew how much I have ever been concerned in his Ma«
jefty's Service and Satisfaction, and how little in any Advantages of my own,
I have refolved moft humbly to lay at his Majefty's Feet, not only my two
prefent Embaflies, but alfo the Promife of the Secretary's Place, which his
Majefty was pleafed long fince to make me fo gracioufty, and of his Motion.
Therefore, whenever his Majefty pleafes to order me a Letter of Revocation
to the States General (which I fliall fend over to my Secretary at the Hague)
and give me Leave to fend for both my Families away from the Hague and
Nimeguen^ I ftiall upon it come and beg the Honour of kifling his Majefty's
Hand, and make him my humble Acknowledgments for the undeferved Ho-
nours, he hath done me, by fo many and fo great Employments Abroad, as
well as by dcfigning me fo much a greater at Home. I ftiall at the fame time
aflure his Majefty of my Refolutions, to pafs the reft of my Life in the con-
ftant and hearty Wifties, and Prayers, for the Honour and Safety of his Ma-
jefty and his Kingdoms j and that, how mean a Servant foever I have been, he
fliall find me as good a Subje£t as any Man alive.

For what I ought to fiy to your Lordftiip upon thi? Occafion, I ftiall leave
it till I wait upon you > being refolved, by all means poflible, to preferve the
Honour of fo long an Acquaintance, and of fo much Favour as your Lord-
ihip's to mc. And as, during all my Employments, I never yet asked any
thing of his Majefty, befides the bare Pay of them, nor ever ufed to trouble
your Lordftiip about any Bufinefs of my own, fo I fhall continue the fame
Courfe at the End of them, and leave to my Wife the Purfuit of what his

Majefty owes me upon them ; that fo your Lordftiip may ever reckon upon all

the Services, and never upon any Trouble from,

My Lord,

Tour Lordjhifs, &c.

To the Duke of Ormond.

London, July z. 1678.

My Lord,

TH E Account I gave your Grace by my Brother of my not writing, was
fo true, that though I was very forry I had it for fo long together, yet,

I know, your Grace was fo juft, as to receive it. I will not prefume to fay,

'tis now at an End, becaufe that God Almighty can only tellj but yet thus

much is certain, that I am juft now going aboard for Holland, and upon fuch

Meafures, as his Majefty feems more refolved to purfue, than ever I thought

to fee him, in cafe the States will be prevailed with to fall into them. He
will be fure to have all the Help the Prince can give him, who feems to have
recovered a new Soul upon this Incident from France

-^ which has given, at

kaft, the Appearance and Overture of new Meafures in the World. 'I'he

Truth is, this Refufal to rcftore the Spanifl} and Dutch Towns, till the Refti-

tution of Siveden, has been fo plain Language, that it has, at prefent, opened
many Eye* both here and in Holland, which have long been fliut to all our

Co.fti bur, whether they are Proof againft all Charms, I will not venture to

determine. I. can only aflure your Grace, that the Duke has been the moft

conftaqt
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conftant that can be imagined, in this Opinion of the French Defigns and In-

tentions to his Majefty, ever fince my Lord Feverpam's Return > and declared

himfelf the plaineft that ever I heard, Yefterday, at the Foreign Committee^

That nothing could be more evident, than that France intended a Univcrfal

Monarchy, and nothing but E>7gland could hinder it; and that, without ir, the

King would indanger his Crown. And for

his Majcfty, I have fome particular * Rca-
fons (which I cannot entertain your Grace
with at this Diftancc) to believe, that he
is perfeftly cured of ever hoping any thing

well from France^ and palt the Danger of
being cajoled by any future Offers from
thence.

So that I fee nothing left to Ihake his

prefent Refolutions, but the Fear of being

well feconded in them at Home or in Hol-

land : The laft I fhall foon be able to give

his Majcfty an Account of; but the firft I

muft leave to others, that are better ac-

quainted with the Scene where that Game
muft play. I am of Opinion, both that

Does my Brot!ier of France think to ferve me muft be plaid ill, and the War managed ill,

thus? Are all his Tromifes to m.ke me abfolute
jq f^|l^ Jf ^g g,, ^nto it: But 1 have nO Rca-
fon to believe, but both thofe may very well
befall us. All that is to be faid, is, That
all Men agree, the prefent Meafures arc of
abfolute Ncceftity; fince no Penchant to a
Peace can bring it about, if another will

have a Warj and if it muft be at one Time
or another, though this may be a worfe than any paft, yet it is a better than

any like to come.

This is all I can fay worth your Grace's Trouble } at leaft, if this it felf be

fo. For, I am fure, nothing can be fo unnecefTary, as to repeat any of thofe

ProfefTions I have fo long made, and juftly, of my being ever, and with as

much Paifion, as I am fure, it is with Reafon and Truth,

My Lord,

Tour Grace''s mojt

Faithful and mofl

Humble Servapit.

* The Stent of the King and Duke'i he'in'^fo ea-

ger and hearty in their Refolutions to break -J-ith

France, at this Junclure, uas asfolhivs:

France, in order to break the Force of the Confede-

racy, and elude all juft Conditions ofa General Peace,

refolved, Ly any means, to enter into fefarate Mea-

fures -with Holland ; to which end, it was ahfolutely

neceffary to engage the good Offices of the King of

England, who was look'd ufon to be Mafler of the

Peace whenever he fleas'd. The Bargain was jlruck

for either 5 or 4C0 Thonfand Pounds. But when all

was agreed, Monfieur Barillon, the French Am-
baffador. told the King, That he had Orders from his

Ma/ler, before Payment, to add a private Article, by

which his Majefl"^ fliould be engaged, never to keep

above Light Thotifand Men of f!anding Troops in his

Three Kingdoms. This unexpeHed Propofal put the

King in a Rage, and made him fay. d's fifhl

Mafter of my • come to this ; Or, Does he

think That a Thing to be done with Eight Thou-

fand Men i

'Tis polfihle, I may be a little miflahen as to the

Sums of Money, and Number of Men ; but the main

#/ the Story is txaclly as I had it from the Author.

To Mr Secretary Williamfod.

Hague, July 14. N. S. 167S.

S I Ri .

I
Set fail on board the Catherine Yacht at two a Clock after Noon on Tuef-

day^ and landed at Rotterdam about the fame Hour next Day. I came im-
mediately to the //iT^we, and went ftraight to the Prince at HounJlardykc^-whtK I

arrived about Eight a Clock, and ftaid till Eleven; and thought it my Duty
to give his Majefty an Account of our firft Difcourfes.

\V hen I had entertained his Highnefs at large with the Subjeft ofmy Tour-
ney j the Difpofitions raifcd in his Majefty by this laft uncxpefted Accident
from France^ upon the Point of concluding the Peace j the Neceflity ofknow-
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ing fully the Mini of the States, in order to join with themj and the firm
Refolutions his Majefty had taken upon ir, in cafe France perfifted in the Re-
fufal of the Towns; and this State in not admitting the Peace without it.

His Highnefs told me, The laft Point was the chiefeft of all j which was, the
Firmncfs of his Majefly's Refolution in this Matter, upon which all would de-
pend ; fince nothing elfe could difpofc either Frame to make the Peace, or
this State to any firm Refolutions of continuing the War. When I had en-
deavoured, and, I think, fucceeded, in fatisfying his Highnefs in this Point,
by telling him many Circumftances in the Game in England^ as it has played
for fome Months paft; and many Reafons his Majefty had given me to be-
lieve how unfatisfied he had been of late with the Dealing from France. The
Prince told me, How glad he was to receive this Notice from me: That for

this laft: Incident in the Peace from France^ he could not but look upon it as a
Thing come down from Heaven, and the happicft that ever could have fal-

len out, both for his Majefty and himfelf> confidering the great Change it

was like to make in this State. For, he would tell me in Confidence, That
thofe Difpofitions which had been here raifed in the State, and carried them
fo far in fo mifchievous a Peace, had been grounded upon the Weakncfs and
Uncertainty of our Conduft in England^ and upon the (Opinion of the contrary
in France; as well as upon that of their good Intentions to live always fairly

with this State, and to content themfelves without poujfant their Conquefts
any farther m Flanders : That in cafe the Peace had been made upon thofe

Terms accepted here, the fame Perfons and Difpofitions that brought it about,

would certainly have ended all Meafures between England and Them, and
throw the whole Dependance of this State upon France; and that He (the

Prince) fliould not have been able to hinder it : Whereas the laft: Incident had
made fo great a Change in the Minds of the Magiftrates here, and the People
too, that the chief Leaders in thofe Councils, were come to be alTiamed of
themfelves, and to confefs their Miftakes : And if they fhould grow to be af-

fured of his Majefty's going into the War, and fticking to them firmly, he
did not doubt, but, even after a Peace, this State would come to have their

Dependance wholly upon England. He faid. He believed, neverthelefs, that

if France fhould reftore the Towns before the War broke out into new A6tionj
that this State would not be hindred from accepting the Peace : But of this

he faw no Appearance, fince the French Ambafladors had declared fo pofitively

to thofe oi this St-Mc ^i Nimeguen., That their Mafter was fixed in the Point of
not reftoring them till the Satisfaftion of Szvcden; and that Monfieur de Lux-
emburgh had given his dire£t Refufal of fuffering any more Provifions to go in-

to Mons^ till the Peace was figned : Upon which He (the Prince) was re-

folvcd to go away to the Army within two Days; but would leave the Pen-
fioner fo inftrufted, that I might go on with my Negotiations here in his Ab-
fence.

I then told his Highnefs the three Points upon which his Majefty expefted
to receive Satisfaftion, before he could take a final Meafure with this State j

which were. The not making Peace without mutual Confent, or, at leaft, the
fixing of certain Terms to which the War ftiould extend, and a Peace not be
concluded without them : The Prohibition of Commerce with France here as

well as in England: And, The mutual Concert of Forces. I added a Fourth,
which was in the Foot of my Inftru£lions ; That in cafe of any Places loft, on
either Part, neither ftiould make Peace, without being reftored to the State

they were in, at the Time of the Treaty's being concluded between us.

The Prince told me. To the laft, there would be no Difficulty. As to the
firft, This State would never be brought to an Article of not making Peace
without mutual Confent, nor feeing fome Bounds to the War; And therefore,

thought the Terms of the Treaty of January laft, would be a good Ground to

treat upon ; or fuch other Terms as fhould be farther agreed to by Confent of
Parties.

Vo L. Ili M m m For
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For the fecond, The fame that Monfieur Fan Lewen had told his Majefty in

Endand that it would be very hard to gain it by a diredl Convention before

the Wa'-j but that it was a Thing muib neccflarily follow: For in a War,

the Bottom oi England fitiling, in which they now traded, all others would be

ufcd as Enemies by us •, and fo there could no Trade remain between Francs

and this State, while the War lalkd.

I told his Highnefs, I did not leave his Majefty difpofed to enter into the

War, without this Point being fixed. And though the Thing feemed like to

play as his Highnefs had difcourfed, yet it was of that Confcquence to tlie

main Event of the War, that I thought it would be beft to tell the States what

his Majefty abfolutely reckoned upon, and what they were like to truft to in

this ;N^atter: And to fliew them, That, fince it was a ncceflary Confequence

of the War, it might as well be a precedent Article between us. His High-

nefs confented, and faid, Follow this Method.

As to the 1 hird, He was of Opinion, no Concert of Forces could be made

particular between us, but for our own mutual Defence ; which is done by

our Dcfenfive Leagues : But for that which is the Defence of Flanders, it muft

be made among all the Confederates, in fuch manner, as would be mort con-

ducing to thofe Ends : That, he fuppofed, this State would bring an Army
into the Field of Twenty five thoufand Men, befides their Garifons: That
his Majefty muft not go fo near the Wind in fuch a War, as to proportion

himfelt to the weak and cxhauftcd Condition of this State (which would go as

far, however, as poftibly they could), but to the Neceftity of the War, and

to what the Parliament would be brought to furnifh upon fo great anOccafion,

and which they had always had fo much at Heart : That it would be fit to en-

gage fome of the Princes of Germany ; but not as this State has done, leaving

the Forces under the Command of their own Princes j but to have them under

his Majefty's Command, to a£t where he pleafedi which would make his

Majefty Mafter of the War and Peace, and fet him at the Head of Affairs

(which was the Figure England ought to make), and draw this State, and the

Neighbouring Princes of Germany^ into a Dependance upon him.

After this, his Highnefs asked me, Whether the King would not declare

the War, till the Three Points were concluded with the States here? I an-

fwered. That I could not fay any thing certain} but that I was not impowered
otherwife, than upon their agreeing with his Majefty in them, to conclude

finally with the States > fince his Majefty would follow their Difpofitions,

having confented to the Peace upon their Inftances > and fo would hope to

reckon upon their Firmnefs in it, and not breaking from him, as they had

done in their Lift Meafures. The Prince feemed fomething troubled, that

his Majefty would not go into the War before the granting of the Three
Points} but he concluded, I ftiould lofe no Time in entring upon the Bufinefs

with the States} feemed much pleafed that Monfieur Van Leiaen was come
over with me, and in Sentiments fo agreeable to thofe of his Majefty} faid,

He would endeavour to have him immediately brought into the Committee
of Foreign Affairs, though out of Method} but upon pretence of his being

come from England: That he would be extreme glad he could bring Monfieur

Fheft into it too } but that could not be, becaufe he was not of the States

General : But that this Incident from France had brought him and his Town
of Amflerdam to be for the War.

Upon this, the Prince faid farther, Though feveral Perfons here had ap-

peared to be his Enemies upon the laft Tranl'a6tions
} yet he had been fo tar

from treating them fo, that he had continued his Commerce all along, and had
his Converfation ever more with them, than his Friends, and by that means
they were now grown to undcrftand one another.

I have defired a Conference jwith the States Commiflioners at Four this

Afternoon.

/ am evef, 6cc.

P.S.
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P- S. Juft upon the Clofure of this Letter, the Prince came to mc j and
defired me. That I would write to his Majefty, to beg the difpatching away
of thofc Troops, which Monfieur Fan Lcwen told the States, were ordered
into Flanders : And that thofe Ships which now are ready, may be fent out in
a Squadron to Sea, to give the French fome Jealoufy upon their Coaftsj
which might pofTibly make fome Diverfion now while the Prince marches :

And if his iMajefty thinks fit, that fome of the Troops in Flanders may have
Command to obey the Prince's Orders, in cafe he fhould have need of them,
upon fome great and prefling Occafion.

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

Hague^ July if. N.S. 1678.
S 1 R^

SINCE my laft, which was Yeflerday, I have had Two Conferences with
the States Commiffioners. Tn the Firft, I expofed to them my Journey's

Subjeft at this Time : I exprefled to them his Majefty 's Sentiments and Refo-
lutions, in the very Terms of my Inftruftions j and concluded. That his

Majefty, as he would have entered into Meafures with them for the Guarantee
of the Peace, fo he would for the continuing of the War.
1 hey returned all Acknowledgments that could be, of his Majefty's gene-

rous Dealing. They excufed themfelves upon their own NecefTI^ics, and the
Weaknefs of their Allies, particularly m Flanders : That they had been ex-
tremely lurprized to meet with this new Accident from Frnuce', particularly

fince the Reftitution of the Towns was tied up to the Satistadion o( Sweden,
without fo much as mentioning what Satisfaction Sweden would accept, and
in what Time: And, indeed, without confenting that Sweden fhould accept
of fuch Satisfaftion, as, perhaps, the Swedes themfelves would have been
coiuented with. That it would now depend upon his Majefty, Whether
they ihould fubmit to the Terms of any Peace that France would think fit to
impofe ur>on them.

That, indeed, upon the Evacuation of the Towns by France^ the Peace
would then be concluded -, but there was no Hopes of that, fince their Ex-
prefs brought Word, Th .t the French Ambaftadors had declared at Nimeguen,
That they neither had Order to give any other Anfwer, than they have done
already, nor ex'pedtel to receive any from the King their Mafter: And, that
in a private Confereac? between Monfieur Colbert and Beverning^ the firft had
told hiai, upon the S ates refufing to accept the Peace on thofe Terms, That
hi> Malter would make them accept it, bon gre mal gre qu'ils en ayent. That,
upon all this, they defired me, if I had any farther Lights to give them of his

Majefty 's Intentions, in cafe the War went on, I would do ic.

Hereupon I propofed to them the Four Points contained in my Inftru-

ctions.

Upon the firft I found it true, what the Prince had told me. That they
would not hear of a general, and boundlefs, Confent : So then I defcended to
the Terms of the laft Treaty, but with fuch farther Conditions, more advan-
tageous to the Safety of Flanders, as fhould be agreed on by the Confent of
both Parties.

Upon the Second they made great Difficulties ; but I put, once for all,

my whole Strength upon this Point, and fo told them. That the Prohibition
of Commerce was a Thing which had been long prefled upon his Majefty, by
their Ambaflador in England, that he could not believe they were not equally
fatisfied with it here. But befides, I told them, The Thing muft be, and,
therefore, a Convention would do nothing but declare it to the World } and
Vol. II. M m m 2 that
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that this would be the grcateft Step towards a Peace, it being the only Way
to' perfuadc France that we were all reiolved to go on with the W .n ; llnce it

was evident, that France had made this lall Incident, only bccaufc they

thought this State would accept of any Peace, rather than lofe their Trade

any longer.

The Commiffioners told me, for themfclves. They were fo far convinced

of my Realbns, that if 1 had none but them to deal with, I might alTurc my
fclf the Thing would be done. But what their Mafters would iay to a Thing

in which they had always apprehended an invincible Difficulty at Icail:, till

England fliould have declared the War) they could not tell : But, however,

they promiled me to give it all the Advantage they could, by their Office and

Reprefentations.

As to the Third, about the Proportion of Forces, they feemed infinitely

unfiitisfied, That England ihould go no more than almoll an even Pace with

a State, fo out of all Proportion to us in Strength, at tlie bell, and fo ex-

haufted as this Country now is, by the fixth Year of fo great a War.

They pretended to fear. That this Offer would fhock their Principals fo

far, as to make them think, That fince England would only protraft the

War, without Forces enough to make a good Peace, they had as good re-

ceive an ill one now as hereafter.

They faid fo much upon this Point, that I was fain to put them in mind

of the Conftitution of England, as well as their Riches and Forces ; and how
much it would depend upon Parliaments, whether his Majclly would be en-

abled to profecute the War, with fuch Vigour as he himfeif, perhaps, would

think neceffary.

The- Fourth Point, of mutual Guarantee to each Party, upon the State

wherein they fhould enter into the Treaty, met with no Difficulty, and fo

this Conference ended.

At Two this Afternoon I faw the Prince, after having appointed another

Conference with the States at Four. He told me the News he had juft re-

ceived from Afw/, of a Skirmilh much to the Advantage of the Garifon.

At the Conference at Four this Afternoon the Commiffioners faid, They

had acquainted the States with our laft Conference j who were extremely

fenfible of his Majefty's Favour to them: But that there were two Points

they found of hard Digeftion, The Prohibition of Commerce, and the Pro-

portion of Forces. However, that upon the firft, and the Reafons I had ur-

ged, the States had refolved, the Deputies fhould go to confult their feveral

Towns : But for the Proportion of Forces, they thought it would be of ill

Confcquence to propofe it to them in thofe Terms > and, therefore, had

commanded them, the Commiffioners, once more to prefs me upon this Point,

to enlarge the Proportion on his Majefty's Side. I will not trouble you with

the Arguments that pafled on both Sides ; but only tell you, that it ended in

this Article, to be propounded by the Deputies to their Towns, ^u'en atten-

dant un concert plus particuUer touchant les Forces que Sa Majefie, (^ les Allies, en-

gages en cette guerre contribueront ; Sa Majcfie fouruira par Prcvifton un tiers moins

de "Troupes en Flandres, fj? un tiers plus de Forces de Mer que celles qui feront fourni

par cet Etat. And fo this Conference ended, and the Succefs of it muft be

cxpe6ted on Monday.

Monfieur Olivecrms returned this Day from England.

I am,

SIR,
Yeur, &c.

To
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My Lordy

To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague, July zo. A''. S. 1678.

HAving drawn up Matters here to a Head ; at leaft, as far as can be till

the fth of next Month} and befides, the Draught of our Treaty,
which I yet know not whether I can fign, or no ; bccaCne I cannot tell whe-
ther they will come up to a formal Article, for the Prohibition of Commerce j
and the Matter will not be of fo preffing Hade, while they here attend the
final Anfwer from France : I have difpatch'd away Mr. Meredith his Maje-
fty's Secretary of the Embafly here, by the Catherine Yacht, and encharged
with my main Pacquet to the Secretary > though I fend a Duplicate both of it,

and my laft Difpatch by the Mafter of the Pacquet-Boar's Hands, that parts
the fame Day. I have charged him with my Coniphments in particular to
your Lordfhip when Tie malces his own ; and ihall add as little as I can to
your Trouble, befides the Share of what you wil have by my main Difpatch:
Only I cannot but mark to your Lordlhip upon what the French Ambaffador
faid to the Dutch, of their being fure of England upon Treaties being conclu-
ded with his Majeftyj that the Prince tells me, Monfieur d'Jvaux asked
Monfieur Odyke at Nimeguen, when fuch Treaties were made. Whether the
Prince were not included, and had not his Share in them ? Ar\<l when Mon-
fieur Odyke faid» Not, and that he believed he knew nothing of it, Monfieur
d'Avaux feemed much to wonder at it. I prefume, by this fort of Dealing
among them, you may reckon upon the Thing's growing publick, whatever
may have been private between his Majefty and them, when the Affur breaks
out between us, as it is like to do, unlefs France make a Peace contrary to
thofe Heights wherewith they have hitherto treated us and all the World.
If it does, his Majefty may well put it upon the fame Score with many others
of that kind, which have been plaid by France j and the publick Notice
whereof, will be the only Way to poflefs all Men, both at Hoitil and Abroadj
with the Belief of his Cure beyond Relapfe. To hear the Tricks and Infinua-
tions that have been ufed here, efpecially to make Men apprehend the joint
Defigns of his Majefty and the Prince upon the Liberty of this People, and the
Reiolutions ol France to defend them j would make any Man alive lofe all

Patience: Becaufe it looks as if they deal with Men juft like fo many Chil-
dien, and make them believe any Stories of Cocks and Bulls, whenever it

ferved their Turnj than which nothing can look like fo great a Score j and
nothing, methinks, can be lefs born than that. The Mask is falling off here
apace, and the Affairs of Chriftendom will, I doubt not, be put once more into
his Majefty's Hands, almoft by Miracle : But if he lets this Knot flip again by
any new Flu£tuation, or Change of Meafures, 'tis gone for ever, and the
Game of Chriflendom, as well as his own, never to be retrieved.

The Penfioner and Monfieur Fan Lc-iven tell me this Evening, That they
have certain Intelligence of the Intention of France, to flight both Charleroy

and Oudenarde, in cafe they come to an Evacuation of the Places in Flanders
i

which is direftly (as they Two fay) contrary to the exprefs Terms of the
Agreement. I ought to be inftrufted what I am to do here in cafe of fuch an
Incident, even upon the Execution of the Peace. I hear from all Hands, the
French Ambaffadors at Nimcguen, are horribly unquiet upon the Tranfaftions
here : And Monfieur Fagel told me. He could not but obferve, that the
French Ambaffadors could now come to theirs with this Memorial, and all

the fair Words ; whereas before, they treated them, de haut en has, £s? com-
me de coquins. 1 am fo tired out with this cruel Pinch of Bufinefs fince my
coming over, that though I remember nothing elfe worth your Lordfhip's

Trouble, yet if I fliould, for the prcfent, have forgot any material Point, I
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cannot doubt your Pardon, to one that is with fo great Paflion, and fo per-

fcft a Truth,

My Lord,

Tour, &c.

To Sir Lyonell Jenkins.

Hagufy July zo. N. S. 1678.

A/>' Lord,

I
Am extremely afham'd, as well as forry, to find two Letters before mc
of the 1 6th and i8th from your Lordfhip, without having the Satisfaftion

of giving you any Accounts from hence by the lafi: Poll ; the Fault whereof

I mud needs lay upon Mr. Meredith, and leave him to excufe himfelf as well

as he can} yet, I will fay, not to Icflen that Fault, but only that Misfortune,

that I could not have found very much to have informed your Lordfhip from

hence on Sunday laft, befides only the Subjeft ofmy Inftruftions, and the Af-

furance of my having purfued them here. For thefirft, I prefume, your Lord-

fhip had the Knowledge of them given you from the Secretary's Office, about

the Time of my Difpatch ; and for the other, I will fo far reckon upon your
Lordfliip's Juftice, as to have believed it of me, whether I gave you part ofi^f

or no } however, finding my felf this Morning in pofleffion of one Hour of

Leifure, after the fharpeft Pinch of Bufinefs ever fince I came over, that ever

yet fell upon me in my Lifej and not being aflured, that the Secretary's Of-
fice acquitted themfelves to your Lordfhip as they ought to have done upon
this Occafion, and as, I am fure, was the King's Intention ; I will tell your
Lordfhip, That the King having laid his ablolutc Commands upon me, about

a Month fince, to go away for Nlmegueny and allift there at the Conclufion of

the Peace (which feemed then fo near) and to ufe my befl Offices, that no
Difficulty fhould arife between the French and Spaniards, and thereby the

French lliould have no Occafion left of making any farther Progrefs of their

Arms in Flanders ; I fubmitted to his Majefty's Pleafure, though I had often

refolved, fince I went laft over, never to turn my Face Northward any more j

but I faw then no other Way left of laving that little which remaineth in

Flanders^ confidcring the Circumftances that plaid here in Holland, as well as

at Home j and your Lordfhip knows how long and how often I have told you
and my other Friends, that with the Lofs of that Country, all my Politicks

are ended.

When I was ready, and within twenty four Hours of embarking upon this

Errand, your Lordfhip's Letter came to ms Majeity's Hands, giving him an

Account of that new Incident from France, which alone, in Appearance,

could have obftrufted that Peace, by their refufing to eva. uace the Places in

Flanders, till the Reftitution in S'^-eden: I never faw the King more furprized

than at this News, who fcnt to mc immediately to acquaint me with it j and,

I muft needs fay, that I found both the King and the Duke growing fo angry

upon it, that I thought it my part to temper them as far as I could, defiring

them, not to reafon, or, at leaft. not to conclude upon a Thing which was
yet uncertain ; but, in the firfl placp, to be afTurcd, either from the French

Ambafiador. or elfe from France, wh.ether that Thing was true or noj be-

caule all Steps or Refolutions taken upon it, would be forcr^i 10 change, in

cafe France Ihould difown their AmbafTadors at Nimeguev, in what they ad-
vanced there upon this Occafion. His Majefty was pleafed to follow this Me-
thod, and that very Night fpoke to Moniieur Barillon about itj but finding

him to own no Knowledge of it, and, much lefs, Inftructions upon it, and,

indeed, not feeming to believe the Thing, two Exprefles were difpatch'd

away
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1

away into France the two following Days, one by Monfieur Barillon, for his
own Inftruftion, and the other by his Majelty to iVlr. Montague, for his

clear Information upon the Point, with Orders to draw a fudden and pofitive
Anfwer upon it from that Court.
The Day after, upon Application of the Dutch Ambafl^xdors, reprefenting

the thing to his Majelly in the fame Colours, and with the Circumllanccs
your Lordlliip had done before, together with the Refolution taken upon it

by the States their Mailers, not to fubmit to fuch a new and unreafonable Im-
pofition, by which they were like to lofe all the Good they pretended from
the Peace i and defiring his Majelty 's Protedion in it ; the King thought it a
Matter of that Weight and Confequence, that he refolved immediately to
difpatch away my Lord Sunderland, to know fully the Mind of France in this

Matter, and with Orders not to ftay above Five Days in Paris for his Anfwer.
His Lordlhip was ready to be gone, and within Six Hours of parting from the
Town, when not only Monfieur Barilion's Exprefs, as well as his Majefty's,
having returned with an abfolute Anfwer from France, That they were refol-

ved not to evacuate the Towns ; a fecond Exprefs arrived from Mr. Moun-
tague, not only to confirm the former Anfwer, but to let his T'tajelly know.
That the King of France had defired Mr. Alountague, that no Perlbn might
be fent over upon that Occafion > fince it was a Thing in which he was relol-

ved, and which, therefore, would bear no Reafoning.

Upon this Difpatch, his Majelly immediately ftopp'd that of my Lord Sun-
derland, and refolv'd to haiten mine, with new lnllru£lions, to aflurt- this

State, how much his Majelly was furpriz'd at this new Incident ixovc\ France

;

how intirely he approved their Refolution already taken upon it, and how
firmly he was refolved to lland by them in it. I was charged likewife with
Powers and Orders, to conclude immediately upon Meafures between his Ma-
jellv' and this State, in cafe of the War's going on; provided I could firll:

agree with them in thcfe Three Points : The Firll, of not making the Peace
without mutual Conlent ; or, at leall, without the Conditions of January lail.

The Second, a joining with his Majelly in the Prohibition of French Com-
merce : And, Lallly, A Concert of Forces. I could not difobey his Majelly
in this Second Commiffion, though I was infinitely difcourag'd by many Cir-
cumllances, and, moll of all, by Mr. Hyde and Godolphln, who told me plainly.

That Matters were gone on too far here to be retrieved ; at leaft, that they
were fure it could never be done, without his Majefty's firll declaring the
War J which he could not refolve upon, till he was firll fure of the Mind of
Holland in that Cafe : However, I came over, and what hath palled here will

be better told jour Lordlhip by the Dutch Ambafladors, than by me, with
whom, I know, you live in Confidence, and will do fo the more upon- this

Occafion: Befides, I had rather leave it to them, becaufe I both want Time,
and ihould be forc'd often to fpeak of my felf in it, which I ever love to

avoid. The Uplhot of all hitherto is. That the States feem to refolve an im-
mediate Anfwer fliall be given to the French Ambafiadors lall Memorial at

Nimeguen, and that a pofitive Anfwer from France Ihall be defiled by the fth
of next Month, upon the Point of evacuating the Places; that, in the mean
time, the Meafures ihall be concluded between his Majelly and this State, in

cafe of France's perfilling to refufc it ; and the very Towns of Amficrdam,
Leyden, and Rotterdam, as well as all the reft of this Province, feem ablb-

lutely and unanimoufly refolved, in cafe of fuch a Refufal, to go on with the

War, in Conjunftion with his Majelly, as well as the reft of the Allies, and
upon the ftriftcll Meafures between them. This Refolution I thought would
have pafs'd this Day; but the final Refolution isreferr'd till To-morrow Morn-
ing: However, 1 would not let this Poft go away without telling your Loid-
fhip thus much, and adding, for your better Light, That I find the Prince
infinitely fatisfied with the States Difpofitions and Carriage in this whole
Tranfaftion, fince I came over ; and that I left the Duke fo violently bent up-
on a War with France, that he told the King publickly at the Foreign Com-
mittee, in my Hearing, the Day before I came away, after repeating feveral

Circum-
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Circumftances of the French ill Ufage and Intention towards him, That no-

thing could be more evident, than the French Dcfign of an Univerfal Monar-

chy j that nothing but England could hinder it j and that his Majefty, without

engaging in it, would hazard his own Crown and Safety, as well as that of

Chrijiendom.,

I am ever^

Tour Lord/hip's vtofi Faithful

Humble Servant^

W. Temple.

To my Lord Treafurer,

Hague^ July 2f. A^. S. kJjS.

My Lordy

TH O' the other Letter be of a ftaler Date, yet, upon Perufal again, I

found fomc Things in it that might be proper enough for your Lord-
fhip to know, and fo I am content to let it go. I rtiall only here give your

Lordfhip Joy of this Negotiation atchieved under your Miniftry > which is by

all on this Side efteemed a much greater than another, whereon 1 have known
fome former Minifters in England value themfelves very much, tho' not very

long. That which may poflibly make this the more acceptable to his Majefty,

is the Evidence of fo much Art and Induftry, with which the French have of

late ufed all the Pra6tices imaginable to gain this State j upon the Belief

whereof, I doubt, they have not confidered us the more, or ufed us the bet-

ter. For, I do not find, that the French Ambafladors at Nimeguen^ took any

Notice of Sir Lyonell Jenkins in the Delivery of their late Memorial there j or

that he came to be poflefled of it otherwife than from the Dutch Ambafladors.

And fince I came over, Monfieur d' Eftrades has written feveral Letters to

the Towns of Jmflerdam.^ Rotterdam^ Dort, and Leyden^ to pcrfuade them,

that the Prince of Orange and his Friends will have no Peace : And the Pen-

fioner has furprized an Original Letter from Monfieur Louvois to Monfieur

d' F-.firddes; by which he bids him tell thofe of his Correfpondents in Holland^

from whom the lall Advice came. That in cafe they gave him no better, he

would certainly ftop their Penfions. The beft on't is, the Sore feems to be

broken, and to have run out fo, as to leave the Body more healthful than be-

fore: And if God blels the Prince in this one Enterprize of Mons, he will

be greater here than ever any of his Anceflors were : I fuppofe, one good
Fruit more may arife from this Affair j which is, That I do not believe any Man
who fees the Courfc of my Difpacches, can think there are any more Tricks in

the Builnefs} nor do 1 fee why Men fhould be fick any longer of that imagi-

nary Difeafe in England^ after they are cured here. And if the Cure fhould

be wrought at a Time in both Places, the World is fafe, let the War go on j

if not, it may be loll ftill : And I know not whether I fhall have Charity

enough to pray God forgive them that prove the Occafion of it. How all this

is received in Court or Country, I fliould be glad to know from your Lord-

fhip : For, after all the Compliments made me here upon it, 1 am from
thence to judge what I may have deferved by the infinite, perpetual Trouble
and Application it has forced me upon fince I came over.

I fend your Lordfiiip a Copy inclofedof my Difpatch this Day to Mr. Secre-

tary ; which Mr. Meredith refolves firft to put into your Lordihip's Hands

:

And whatever other Obfervanccs you can receive from him, I am fure will

be rcndrcd to your Lordfhip there and here, upon this and all other Occa-
fions:
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fions > fince he can have learned nothing elfc, in the Houfe of a Perfon that
is, and ever ihall be, with a conllant and equal Paflion and Truth,

My Lordy

ToUTf &c.

To the KING.

Hague^ July zf . N. S. 167S.
May itpkaje Tour Mafefiy^

HAving fince my coming laft over, not only drawn all Things here to a
Head, but this Day reduc'd them into Form, and figned a Treaty

with the States, according to my Inftruftions, upon their Confent to all the
Four Points given me in Charge} I prefume your Majefty will find it as much
to Your Satisfaftion, as all Perfons here believe it to the Honour and Great-
nefs of Your Crown : Which is all I {hall lay upon a Subjed:, wherein I have
had fo much Part my felf. How^ever, You will not, I hope, be difpleafed to
know. That this Affair fo ended, has left the Prince of Orange^ in his own
Opinion, a happy Man j and in all others here, a great Prince once more

:

this State being more fallen in than ever with his Highnefs, and both of them
more than ever into a Dependence upon Your Majefty. I pray God, Vou
may ufe fo great a Conjun£bure, fo as may be moft for Your own Glory and
Felicity, as well as thofe of Your Crowns } and then I have my End and my
Reward

.

Having charged Mr. Meredith^ Your Majefty's Secretary of the Ambally
here, with the Delivery of the Treaty, and my Difpatch to Mr. Secretary
IVilliamfon-y I could not but give him this Occafion of laying himfelf at Your
Majefty's Feet, and ask Your Pardon for the long Troubles 1 have been forced
to give Your Majefty, fince my Arrival here; as well as aflure You at the
fame Time, That no Man alive can be with a fincerer Truth, or greater De-
votion, than I am, and ihall be ever,

SIR,

lour Majefifs mofi Loyal,

and moft Obedient

Suhje^ and Servant.

To Mr. Hydco

Hague Jtt^y 29. N. S. \6yZ.

My Lord,

1 Heard by your Servants here, That you were grown to be fo ill at Court,

as to be gone down into the Country to a fcurvy Piece of Land you had
bought there : And I, like a true Courtier, upon this News, would not take

the Pains to write to a Man whofe Affairs went fo ill : But for fear my Intel-

ligence fhould prove as falfe as what Monfieur d' Eftrades had received of late

from Jmjlerdam; and that you fhould not only be well at Court uill, but the

Land you went to fee, fhould prove to be one of the beft Madnors in England i

Vo L. II. N n n I could
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I could no longer omit afTuring your Excellency of my humble Services, and
of the Joy wherewith I iTiall cither obey your Commands here, or receive

your Proteftion at Nlmc^'jien^ as his Majclly's Orders fliall either keep me iu

this Place, or call us buth thither > of which I have yet no certain Profpecl.

Now I have made you my fcurvy Compliments, if you plcafc, we will leave

them all off j and in the common Stile of Friends, I will firll; tell you, That f

have had the good Luck to end the Bufinefs with which his Majeily charged
me here, extremely to the Prince of Or^jw^f's Satisfaftion, and as much to that

of the States i excepting fome few, who, by ilicwing their Difcontcnt at it

have difcovered themfelves to be too plainly and too deep in the French Inte-

reft, to be looked upon any longer as Dealers here. Now, I would be glad
to know from you, as a Friend, and not as a Miniiler, what is faid or thought
of it at Court, and whether they contmue in the iVIind I left them ; or what
Points the Wind may have tacked about fincej and what my Lord Sunder-
iand's Bufinefs at prefcnt is into France; which is the great Subjeft of Talk and
Rcflc£lions here. I would be glad likewile to know your Conjeftures there,

Avhcther France will come to the Peace or no, without refufing any longer to

evacuate the Towns, which is the prefent Wager current at Jmjlerda-in; and
my Lord Ambaffador 7(?K/('m, according to the Lights of Nimeguen^ wasab-
folutely of Opinion Yellerday they would.

There never was fo dcfolate a Place as the Hague at this Time : And yet I

was content the Prince fhould go, becaufc I never faw any Body go in fo good
Humour, as both he and all about him, upon the Conclulion made here the
Night before j by which his Friends take him to make a greater Figure than
ever he did fince he came to the Government : But this will depend in fome
meafure too, upon the Figure he will make in Flanders ; where I have no very
good Opinion of the Relief of Mons^ upon the joining of Marefchal Flumleres,

and Scbomberg with the Duke of Luxemburg : Of all which, you will fooner
receive an Account by Flanders than from hence, where wc have had fince

Monday htt, a perfect Vacation of all Affairs j fo that you fhall have no
farther Trouble beyond the Aflurances of my being ever, and truly,

2oar, &c.

I gave Mr. Meredith Order to wait upon you from me, and to give you
any Accounts you defired of all that hid pafied here.

To Mr, Godolphin.

Hague, July ip, N. S. 167S.

S I R,

I
Had not Time to write to you by Mr. Meredith^ which was due not only

to you, but to the Inclofure of a Letter the Prince had given me for you,

upon the Affurance, that I intended to write to you by that Difpatch. All I

could do then, was to order Mr. Meredith to wait upon you particularly from

mc i and both affure you of my Service, and give you any Account you cared

for being troubled with, of my late Negotiation here. I knew you were fo

much a Friend of the Prince, as to be glad of what he was fo much plcafed,

and all about him fo exalted with here i becaufe they never took him to be in

fo great Credit or Authority, as upon the Conclufion of this Bufinefs > and

thereby the Dependance of this State being wholly caft upon England, which
was juft upon tlie point of being thrown into France -y and thereby leaving the

Prince in fuch a Figure, as I believe would have broke his Heart, if it had
proved without Remedy. What you firy or think of it on that fide, I am yet

to know, and whether you continue in the Mind I left you, or how the Wea-
ther has changed. And though you promifed to have my Statue fct up, if I

could
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could bring this State to cake their Meafures with us before we had dccland
the War, cfpecially upon the Point of prohibiting Cominerce j yet alter that
and all other Points attained perfeftly to his Majeity's Mind, I will only expect
that You keep me from bcmg hanged up in Effigiej if all fhould be changed,
and my Lord Sunderland fliould have more to do m France, than I have here.
This is the prefent Subjeil of wife Talk in this Place: And, as both Mr. Hyde
and You concluded with me at my coming away, that one great Ground of the
ill and hafty Paces made here of late to a Peace, was, the Belief they were in
of ours in England ; fo, I believe, you will conclude with me. That if we let

this Knot flip but once more, it is never to be retrieved again j and they will
run into France without any Stop, upon a Difdain of all our Condu£i: in En"-
land and the Dcfpair of our proving conlhnt to their Intercft, or our own.
In fhorr, The King is once more at the Head of all the Affairs in Chriliendom:
WhatUfe he will make of it is in his own Hands, and thofe of his Minillers
and Servants that are about him. Among whom, as I know no Man that
wiflies better at Heart to his Majefty and his Kingdoms, than You do> fo,

I am fure, no Man can wiih better to You, in all Points, than I do ; nor more
defire the Occafions of expreffing the fincere Truth and Paffion, as well as
Eftcem, wherewith I am and fhall be always,

SIR,
2oar, 6cc.

To the Duke of Ormond.

Hague, Juguft i. N. S. 1578.
Aly Lovd^

SINCE my Arrival here, I have had the hardeft Pinch of Bufinefs that ever
befell me in my Life. I have concluded and figned a Treaty between his

Majefty and the States > by which he is obliged to enter into the War, and
rhey to continue it, and not make Peace without much greater Conditions, if

France does not agree to thofe the States accepted (about a Month fince) by
the nth of this Month. The Prince would not ftir till this Treaty was figned,
believing all his own Interefts, and the greateft of the Crown of England^ to
depend upon it. After it was done, he went away immediately to the Army j

a Great i-'rince in all others Opinions, and a Happy one in his own j which he
had been fir from in both for fome Months paft. The French have ufed all

the Artifices imaginable to hinder thefe Meafures between us, and to take
them feparately with this State, in our Exclufion, and even that of the Prince
of Orange. Their laft was Two Days fince, by a Memorial of their Ambafla-
dors at Nimcguen, offering, That the King of France would advance himfelf as

far as .S"^. ^intin, to meet any Deputies the States would fend thither, and
treat with them in Perfon. The States having Yefterday confidered with me
upon it, have refufed the Offer > defired a pofitive Anfwer upon evacuating
the Places in Flanders^ and let the French Ambafladors know, they fliould not
be many Days en leur entier to receive it. This is a ftrange Change of Stile in

the World, and the King is once more at the Head of Affairs in Chrijlendom.

What \Jit we fhall make of this Conjun£ture, is in the Stars : Your Grace and
I will not venture to guefs, confidering how well we know our Court : But I

am fure, we fhall join in our Wifhesj and mine fhall ever be, for the good
Health and good Fortunes that Your Grace can propofe to Your felfj fince no
Man can be with greater Paffion nor Truth, than I am, and fhall be eve)-,

My Lord,

lour Grace's, 6cc,

Vol, n. N n n i y»
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To Mr. Secretary Williamfon-

Hague, Atigujl i. N. S. 1678.

SIR,
YEflerday, about Noon, came an Expvefs from Sir Lyonell Jenkins, bring-

ing me the inclofed Memorial, inviting the States to fend their Depu-
ties to St. ^lintin, in Picardy, where his moll Chriftian Majefty will in Per-

fon meet with them. I looked upon it as a Refolution in France grounded

upon Advices from hence > as believing that fo great a Condefcenfion as this

of his moft Chriftian Majefty, could not but give new Life to Monfieur Pats,

and his Party. That the Effeft of it would be, to draw this State into a Ne-
gotiation, not only feparate from all their Allies, but even from all Offices,

or Intervention, of his Majefty, as Mediator > and make way for fome of

the confiderable Perfons of this State to take particular Meafures with the

Court of France.

This Morning Monfieur Fan Lewen was with me, and wc difcourfed of this

new Memorial. He faid, The Thing feemed of the fame Piece with all

that had come of late from France ; and to be all but an Amufemenr, while

he purfued the taking of Mons, and the Hopes that this State would flill

fall into fome Expedient, in the Point of evacuating the Places. That he

was of Opinion, the States would make fome Reflcftion upon this new Offer j

particularly the French Ambaffhdors at Ni',iiegnen having faid to the States,

That by this Way of Treating, Affairs might be more advanced in Twenty
four Hours, than in as many Days by other Hands. He told me, That the

States General had refolved, that their Commiffioners for fecret Affiirs

fhould come to me, and ask my Opinion upon this new Propofitionj which
he (Monfieur Fan Lciven) defired to know before-hand.

I told him, I was fure fending to St. ^lintin could do no good j fince, if

they were refolved, as he Hiid they were, to infift upon the Evacuation of

the Towns, without farther Expedient, that might be better done at Nime-
guen. That befides, it would be lefs Refpeft to a great King, to draw him
fo far in Perfon, only to receive a peremptory Meffage from them, without

Inftruftions to treat, or fall into Temperaments upon it. That thirdly, fince

before the Treaty figned with his Majefty, they had refolved not to fend to

Paris, nor Ghent, 1 thought, fince the Treaty concluded they could not fend

to St. ^uintin, and thereby exclude his Majefty from any Part in the Negoti-

ation, either as Mediator, or otherwife, without his Majefty's Conient j

which could not be had but by fending into England, fince I had no Inftrufti-

ons upon this new Incident. That this could not be performed within the

Time prefixed in the Treaty, of the nth of this Month: And, therefore,

my Opinion was. That they fhould anfwer this Memorial by another fhorc

one from their Ambaffadors at Nimcguen, expreffing. That they could come
to no new Negotiations, without the Communication and Confent of his Ma-
jefty, with whom they had entred into Meafures upon the late Incident in the

Negotiation of the l-'eace. I told Monfieur Fan Lewen, That this was le

grand £5* le beau chcynin; and that I did not fee how they could take any

other, confidering their Ties to his Majefty and S^ain, who had joined them

in accepting the Peace.

Monfieur Fan Leiven fell in with my Opinion, but could not pretend to

guefs what the Advice of the fcveral Towns would be upon it : After this he

left me. I then began to rcfleft what Iffue this Affair would have had, in cafe

the Treaty had not been figned before it came j which it muft not have been

if I had firft received Your Orders of the i6ch current: by which I found

his Majefty infifted upon the Prohibition of Commerce to be made a Part of
the Treaty, by particular Article, or Convention} which the Prince, Pen-

fioner, and Commiffioners told me, couU not be any Ways hoped for

from
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from the Province of Holland^ fo as upon it the Treaty muft, of Necefllty, have
demurred} which imported as much as the whole Iflue of this Negotiationj
in cafe it had not been concluded before the Prince left this Place.

While I was in thefe laft Thoughts, and had purfued my Letter as far as

this kit Period, I received Yours of the i ith, upon the late Treaty's having
been produced before his Majefty, at a Foreign Committee, with fo many
Faults laid to my Charge in this Tranfaftion, that I haveReafon to be as much
mortified as vou can wifh mej though you arc pleafed to fay, Some of the

Faults you find are without prefent Order.

The three chief Points you have Orders to except to, and to defire «

Change, or Elucidation, upon them, I will anfwer as v/ell as I can.

As to that of Commerce j I was left by the large Period upon it in my In-

ftruftions, to more Liberty than I have taken j and the Prince, Penfioner, and
Commiffioners all afiured me, it was not to be gained, by Convention before-

hand} but would certainly follow upon this Refolution of the States, and Uft
as long as the War : And the Prince took upon him to hinder the failmg of it

from the Emperor, or Spain } though that Claufe was put in to keep them up
to the Rigour of the faid Prohibition.

For that of the Concert of the Forces, I told you the Commiflioners Hiid,

It would be agreed to in very few Days here : And I charged my Secretary to

let you know. That they had agreed upon it, by Provificn, in that very Num-
ber of Land Forces I had before mentioned: And I rcfolved, upon theRcturq
of the Penfioner here to Town, to come to a Specification between us of them,
both at Land and Sea > fo that I could never have imagined this as an Omif»
fion } fince I was tied to nothing in my Inftrudtions, farther than the Propor-
tions of three to two.

For that of the Reflriction to Europe; I muft confefs it a Fault, fince yoii

fay it is found fo : But I told you then, it was a Point I had no Light giveii

me in at all, from you or any Body elfe in England: That all the Pradtices I

had ever had there, confirmed me in it, as well as the Penfioner, who told me,
This State had never made an Treaty that extended beyond Europe.

Thus, I confefs, I thought I had followed my Inllruftions, upon all thele

Points, and did not aft with fo much punftilious Caution as 1 ought, it may
be, to have done; for the Conjunfture was fo critical, and to be concluded

before the Prince's going, or elfe to be lofb, which was to decide whether this

State fhould fall into a Dependance upon England or France.

This is a Point the French value, andpurfue at another Rate, of which there

needs no other Tertimony than this Demarche of St. ^intm.
But, fince the greateil Service I could ever hope to do his Majefty, or

the Crown of England, proves to be a Fault, I humbly ask his Majefty's

Pardon ; and fliall learn hereafter to tie my felf as ftridlly to my Orders, as

a Clerk of the Office ought to do, fince I find fo fevere a Lafh hang over

me: Though I am, I confefs, of Opinion, that no Prince, or State, cai|

ever tie up fo ftriftly, either a General, or an Ambaflador j or give them Rea^-

fon to aft in perpetual Fear, without lofing the greateft Occafions in the

World, either in Treaties or in War. And fo I end this unpleafaat Subjeft,

and am, t^c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon,

Hague, Augufi z. N. S. i6jS.

SIR,
AST Night I acquainted the Penfioner with what had pafled between

-I me and the Commiffioners, and the Refolution we were come to j

which
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which was, That it was not fit to fend to St. GUiintiti^ and they could not do

it without the Participation of England.

He faid It was very well; and that this Artifice of France^ as it was the

laft fo it was the greateft > and that we had but this Blow to ward : That if

our Treaty had not been concluded, he fliould have been in pain, but did not

fear now j and laid, The States o'i Hvllund were to afiemble upon it this

Morning.
This Morning at Five I received a Letter from the Prince, exprcfilng the

greatcfl; Pain in the World upon this laH Memorial at Nimeguen; dellring

mc to do all that was pofTible to hinder any Deputation to St. ^Antin or

Ghent y and to fpeak my felf to all Perfons here, that I thought would be

inclined to it. At Five the Pcnfioner came to mc, and gave me an Account

of the Refolution being taken both in the States of Holland., and after in the

States General, upon the French Memorial: That they could not fend to

5"/. ^uintin^ or Ghent., having nothing at all to propofe: That they dcfired

the French Anfwer, pofitive, upon tlie Point of evacuating the Places, and

figning the Peace: That they fhould not be many Days en letir entier to re-

ceive it : And this to be fent to the French Ambaihidors at Nlmcgmn., with a

private Letter to the Dutch Ambadadors, to let them know, that the nth of

this Month was the laft Day they fhould be able to attend their Anfwer.

He told me. All this was agreed unanimoufly at laftj though fome infifted

lonfT upon writing a Letter to the moft ChrilHan King; but not that it fclf

without firft asking my Confent to it > deferring as much as was pofiiblc to the

Meafures they had taken with England.

He was in fo good Humour upon this Occafion, that I thought I could ne-

ver have a better, to put him upon giving his Majefty the Satisfa&ion you

defire in thofe Points of the Treaty : And fo I prefs'd him upon it in the Way
you order me.

Upon the firft of Commerce, his Anfwer was, ^«';7 itoit mpojjible de le

faire par convention.^ mais qu'il etoit aujji impojjibk que cela put manquer pendant la-

guerre, y qu^il m'en aJ]ureroit.y cette refolution des Etats ne pouvant ctre changes

fans une nouvelle ; y // pouvoit toujours empechcr cette nouvelle refolution.

For the Concert of Forces, he faid, that by the i ith of this Month, when
we fhould fee whether it were War or Peace, the States would enter with me
into a Specification of Forces for Sea and Land ; and that he thought Forty-

Ships would be the utmoft that they fhould furnifli at prefent : That according

as Occafion fhould happen, there would be other Concerts hereafter.

For the third, for the Guarmtee mutuelk beyond Europe., he faid, that he

would not fay pofitively, that in the Treaty, according as you alledged, there

was not fuch a Claufe, becaufe of the Extremity they were in when Spain en-

gaged with them •, but confeffed he had told me, this State never engaged be-

yond Europe : That if it were fo, he would ufe all the Endeavours he could to

have it done: But confidering the Strength and Populoufnefs of our Planta-

tions, and the Weaknefs of the French, he eould not believe but that we fhould

beat them wholly out of the IVcft-Fndies.

He then defired me, with the greateft Earneftnefs in the World, that I would

reprefent to his Majefty the flopping, and thereby fpoiling fo great an Affair,

by any Difficulties in fuch Points as thefe. That he would write to Monfieur

Van Bcuninghen to that purpofe, if it were not that I told him, how his Ma-
jefty kept the whole as a Secret to all but him and the Prince. That, for their

Part, their Ratifications would be xfxAy onflmrfday next.

His Majefty has the whole Matter before him j and I defire my Inftruftions

may be clear and pofitive j which I fhall not fail of obeying.

/ ^w, 5cc.
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My Lord,

To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague^ Augufl 2, N. S. i6yS.

I
Will not trouble your Lordfhip with any thing that goes in my Difpatch

this Poit to ?vlr. Secretary /Filliam/vN, becaufe 1 know you have your Share
in it. I will only tell you, That after all the Applaufes have been given me
here upon the Perfedion of the lail Treaty, and among all the Accounts
given this laft Poft from England, of his Majefty's and the general Satisfaftion

upon it there; I received a Letter from Secretary WilUamfon, that found
twenty Faults with it, and allows nothing in it that was good. I was the

more furprized, becaufe your Lordfliip had let me know, the Poft before, that

every thing Hood upon the fame Foot it did when I left England; and I had
obferved, that our Forces were fince come over into Flanders ; by which, and

by the hranch Demarches here and at N'miegncn, where they take no notice of

his Majefty's Mediation in all that pafles between them and the Dutch, I con-

cluded all Confidence irreparably broken between Us and France ; efpecially

the Ufage of our Troops there, fucceeding their Inftances about disbanding

them at Home. All this confidered, I could not imagine there could have

been no Good in a Treaty that drew the Dependance of this State wholly from

France, and caft it upon England, in fuch a Conjunfture, and about which his

JV'lajefty was fo folicitous when I left him. I concluded, this muft be perfonal

in Secretary IVilliamfon\ and I have written to him accordingly, and juftified

my felf i
a^, I am fure, if there was a Fault, it muft have been in the Lame-

nefs of his Jnftruftions, which no Ambaflador can aft by, and upon which I

call Mr. Flyde, Mr. Godolphin, and Sir Lyonell Jenkins to witnefs; and your

Lordlhip too, upon this finglc Period in his laft Inftruftions the Poft before

laft, upon the Time of our declaring the War, which I was much preft

about here, and was fain to fence off as I could. His Words are thefe, of

July 1 6th. " Js to the 'time of bis Majefty's declaring the PVar, that, ye know,
*' is to be taken upon the time of the Signing the treaty ; and not at all to depend

" m the time fet for the FrenchV Refufal of this farther Offer, othcr"j:ife than as

" that fhall relate to the concluding of the propofed treaty betiueen his Majefty
" and Holland." My Secretary and I were both very long bufy, not to find

out the Senfe, but his own Meaning of it, and were fain to give it abfolutely

over, which happened to me fo often, that 'tis nothing new from that Hand.
Thefe Lafhes and Mortifications are as little fo too, having very often be-

fallen me from him ; but never once from my Lord Arlington, Secretary tre-

•uor, or Secretary Coventry, in ten Years Service under their Correfpondence.

I fhould be very glad to know from your Lordlhip, whether I am miftaken or

no, in believing this Ufage perfonal from him ; For, if it be from his Majefty,

I fhall take it for another Sign, and make another Ufe of it. In the mean
time, I beg your Lordlliip to take care, that my Inftruftions may be clear

hereafter, or, at leaft, intelligible j for I am refolved to do nothing without

them, let what will happen. One Thing more I beg your Lordfhip to get

altered by his Majefty's Command ; which is. That I may have conftant Ad-
vice from one of the Secretary's Office, of all that pafles in England; at leaft,

what can relate to Affairs here. I believe, no Ambaffador before ever failed

of at leaft a Paper of Occurrences every Poft > and in all the Time I have been

here, 1 have not received one Line -, fo that I knew neither of my Lord Sun-

derland's going, my Lord Fei-erftmni's^ nor the Marquis Burgomainfs, other-

wife than by the Deputies or other Minifters here ; much lefs of du Cros's

Overture in England, that the Towns fhould be reftored by France, in cafe this

State would give their Guarantee, that none of the Allies fhould afllft the

Enemies of Sweden. I mention this, becaufe, though it be as imprafticablc as

other Things of that kind, that have come from France, yet it has made a

great
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great Buz among half-witted l^eoplc here, when it came to be confidered upon

this lall Memorial of the French, whether any Expedient could be offered by

France in the Point of evacuating the I'owns.

The Wife conclude all to be Artifice, and never a greater, than this Offer

of the mofl Chrillian King, to come in Perfon to Sl ^intin, to meet and

treat with the Deputies of this State. They coniider the Confequencc of fuch

a King's cajoling, or his Minifters corrupting any that fhould go ; but chiefly

of amufing thefe People fo far as to break the Times, and thereby the Mca-
iiires concluded with us. They believe the Bottom of all to be the amufing

cither Us, or Holland, till upon the Approach of Winter, and the Germait

Armies going into Quarters, they may draw all their Forces out of Germany^

and make one Pufli for the Conqueit of Flanders. In the mean time, that

which is fown by them here with fuch Induftry, is, Firft, That nothing can

defend this State and Country from all its Neighbours, but France j nor, con-

fequently, give them perpetual Peace and Trade : Then, that France can

never have any Defign upon their Liberty, becaufe they can make more ufe of

their Men and Ships, while they are Great and Flourifliing, than they cau

do by their growing Weak and Poor j which muft follow the conquering and

fupprefling their Liberties. Then, that they are no Rival to them in Trade,

which England is, and muft ever bej and that all the Danger to their Liber-

ties, is, from his Majefty and the Prince of Orange, upon Concert between

them, in relation to Engla>''> and this Country : And now, laftly, upon this

Incident at Nimegnen, they lay. it all arofc only upon a Viiit made by Count
Oxer.jlern to the French Amb:^tfi"adori,, when they were ready to fign the Peace >

defiring them, it mioht not be done without a Provifion for Sweden: And that

no Surprize could be greater than that of the King of France, when he heard

the Peace was delayed by that Incident. In iliort, they are extreme fenfible

of having made a horrible ill Pace, and would fain recover it, but find it very

difficult, and, I believe, will not be able, unlefs we help them, which, whe-
ther we fliall or no, your Lordfhip bell knows.

I fend you the laft French Memorial in Print ; for the fame Day they com-
municated it to the Dutch Araballadors, tliey difperfed numerous printed Co-
pies among all thefe Provinces. I fend your Lordfhip likewife a peculiar prin-

ted fort of Gazette, which comes out every Poft, but only into few and par-

ticular Hands } but is the fhrcwdeft Pen, and the beft informed that ever I

met with.

/ am ever, 'with the fa-me Pajfion and 'Truth,

My Lord,

Tour, Sec.

I am very well content his Majefty may fee this Letter, and judge upon it,

how I am like to ferve him in the Circumftances I Hand with the Secretary's

Office.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfoa.

Hague, Augttfi^. N. S. 1678.

SIR,

THE Penfioner having been with me, I have difcourfed him upon the
Points which you faid his Majefty would hfiv? infilled uponj and he

promifes all his beft Offices to bring them about j but faid, that his Majefty
would not be much concerned for the Amendments in thefe Points, if it were

a Peace
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a Peace j which, for his Part, he did not at all doubt of> and therefore defi-

red me to endeavour, that nothing might be ftirrcd before the Ratificationj
upon which he took the Peace to depend. I asked him, What made him-
think fo ? He replied. He would tell me in Confidence, that Monfieur Sylver-
croon had been with him the Day before, to let him know, that the SivediJIj

Ambafladors had written to the French King, to defire him not to hinder the
Peace of Chriftendont any longer, by infilling upon the Reftitution of Sweden
before the Evacuation of the Towns j and that they expefted an Anfwer from
France upon it within two or three Days. That hereupon. He, the Penfioncr
concluded, France was rcfolvcd to make the Peace, and evacuate the Towns ;

for, he was very fure, France and Sweden underftood one another ; that the laft

made no Pace without the Direftion and Confent of the other. He faid, Mon-
fieur Syhercroon had fpokcn to him of it, as a Thing done ; and faid upon it,

that he hoped now the Peace was made, and that this State would not acroche
it upon the Neutrality of Cleves and Juliers. That He, the Penfioner had
told him. That was a Point the State had come to no Refolution in, but only
to order their Ambaffadors at Nimeguen, to ufe all the moft prefling Offices
they could with the French Ambaffadors upon it > but that there were Four of
the Provinces refolved not to have the Peace without it j and, for his Part, he
would cry againft it all he could. He defired to know his Majefty's Thoughts
upon it, and that I would write and reprefent to his Majefty the Importance
of this Matter j and that, in the mean Time, the Peace muft take its Courfe
without it.

About Nine a-Clock this Morning arrived Mr. Meredith with new Inftrufti-

ons from his Majcfty, grounded upon an Intimation of Monfieur du Cros, as is

there exprefs'd. Soon after Monfieur du Cros himfelf came to me, and told

me the whole Story of his Propofition. He enlarged upon his Majefty's great

Uounty to the Crown of Sweden^ by yielding to every one of the Points which
he had propoled to his Majefty in his Memorial j and concluded with the Joy he
ihould have in feeing me fo foon at Nimeguen^ to fecond the Afiurances he
was to give th*" SwediJIi Ambafiadors upon this Occafion.

I told him, That the Intentions of his Journey and mine, had already been
prevented by the Swedifi Ambafladors having of themfelves made that Pace
towards the Peace, which he pretended to bring them to by his Majefty's Con-
ceflions. Upon this, Monfieur du Cros looked extremely furprized; but re-

covering himfelf, faid. He did believe the Letters he writ to the French Am-
bafladors the Poft before he came away, might have had that Effeft, as to
make them do the Thing before he came : But it was dam la veiie de qu^que

chofe qu'tls efperoient d^Angleterre : But, by comparing Times, I found that

could not be.

He feemed very unrefolved upon all thefe Difcourfes, whether he fliould

go to Nimegiien^ or not } and asked me. What I intended to do ? I anfwcred,

1 fhould not refolve to ftir, without firft giving an Account to Court of the

Matter as it ftood. So we parted, and he went about Five this Afternoon to-

wards Nimeguen.

I cannot but take notice, that fome of his Majefty's Conceflions in du Crash
Memorial, are of as great Importance as can be to the Crown of England: As
the Third and Fourth, concerning the Liberty not only of levying our Mari-
ners and Soldiers, but of buying our Ships and Men of War.
What EflTeft Monfieur du Cros's Difcourfes may have here, I cannot tell, as

to the Peace j but as to his Majefty's Meafures and Intentions in it, they have,

I am fure, had a very ill one. For my part, I neither underftand the

Councils upon which they were grounded, nor will pretend to judge of the

Event.

About Seven in the Afternoon, I fpoke with the Penfioner again, and com-
municated to him my new Inftruftions. He faid, there would be no Diffi-

culty as to the Neutrality of the Enemies of Sweden, nor as to thofe of the

Allies, who accepted not the Peace with France. Then he faid, the State

had fent to Nimeguen their Anfwer, by which they could not fend to St. ^in-
VoL. II. O o o tin-.
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tin-j and upon the Communication of it to the French^ Mondeux Colbert had

fallen into the greatell Emportement in the World, and particularly againft

Monfieur Bcverning.

Sir Lyonell Jenkins writes me Word, that the French take fo little notice of

his Majefty's Mediation there, that he has not heard one Syllabic from thetn

fincc they gave him their Conditions of the 14th oi Jpril. 1 fend Mr. Aglionbj

away with this Difpatch, confidering the Importance of it : Befides, that this

Gentleman having attended the whole Motion of this Affair ever fince my
coming over, will be able to give his Majeily a very particular Account of all

the Steps that have been made in it, and of all that can be known from this

Scene.

/ am ever, See.

From Pen/toner Fagell. De par le Penfionnaire Fagell,

Hague^ Augiifl 6, 1678.

SIR,
Aving well confidered the Orders
which your Excellence commu-

nicated to me by Direction of the King
your Marter, and knowing, that this

State will never put the Iflue of the

Peace upon the Foot of the Neutrality

of Cleves; and, that you have no
Orders in this Point from the King
your Mafter : That this State will not

carry on the War with Vigour, with-
out the exceeding Unreafonablenefs

of France in refufing to evacuate the

Places, be made appear, as it will

when S-weden has confented to it:

That the King your Mafter alfo will

not concur in carrying it on but on
this Condition, as appears plainly by
this Step, and by the Difficulties

which your Court have made to rati-

fy the Treaty, without fuch Altera-

tions as can never be confented to here :

That du Cros is well acquainted with
your Inftruftions : and, that Sylver-

croon has already publilTicd what they

are here, as the other is going to do
at Nhnegueti, and that, perhaps, with
fome Circum fiances worfe than they

really contain : That Szvcden feeming

willing already to bate fomething of
their Prctenfions, and France there-

fore appearing defirous to make the

Peace : It is for the Service of this

State to owe the doing of it rather to

England, which will ferve to continue
and ftrengthcn our mutual Obligations
after the Peace j which is a Matter of
the laft Confequence to the Interefts

of

A la Haye, le 6 Aouft, 1678.

Monfieur,

AYant confidcri les ordres que Voire

Excellence ?«' a communiqu^e df

la fart du Roy Votre Maitre 6? voyant

que cet Etat »' acrochera pas la paix fur

la neutralite de Cleves, (^ que Vous »' a-

•vez pas aucun ordre la dejfus de la part

du Roy Vbtre Maitre j que cet Etat ne

fofitiendra pas la guerre avec vigueur^

fans que la France foit mife dans fon der-

nier tort par les refus d' evacuer les pla-

ces, ce qu* arrivera quand la Suede y
aura confenti : ^le le Roy Votre Maitre

ne le fera pas auffi fans cela^ comme il

paroit par cette demarche, &* par Us

difficultez que Voire Cour a fait de rati-

fier le traitS, fans dcs changemens qu' on

fie peut pas faire icy : ^ue du Cros a feu

Votre depeche, £5? que Syhercroon Va
deja debits icy comme I'autre va faire a
Nimegue, 6? avec de circonftances p&t

etre plus mauvaifes qu" il ne contient

:

^le la Suede femblant deja fe deporter

de Icurs pretenfons, ^ par la, la France

paroiffant de vouloir faire la paix, ilfera

hon que cet Etat aye encore cette obliga'

tion a ryingleterre , ce qui fervira h

continuer les liaifons entre nous apres la

paix, qui eft une chofe de la derniere im-

portance pour les interits de fa Majefte^

cet Etat, 6? le Prince. Je croy pour

toutes ces raifons, qu' il eft abfolument

necejfaire.
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of his Majefty, of this State, and of mcejfaire^ tant pour le bien commun de
the Pnnce. For all thefe Reafons, \ i^ ri '.• .' i

think it is abfolutely necefTary for the
'^^ Chretunte, que pour leurs tnterefls,

general Good of Chriftendo-m^ and for ?«^ Fotre Excellence parte aupUttot pour
the common Intereft of each Nation, Nimcgue, enfuite des ordres qu' elk a
that your Excellence fhould without
Delay repair to Nimeguen, according

^^'^^^'

to the Orders you have received.

I am Je fuis,

7'our Excellency's inoft De V. E. les tres

Humble and mofi Humble 5c tres

Obedient Servant, Obe'iflant Serviteur,

Gafp.Fagell. Gafp. Fagell.

I

To Sir Jofeph Williamlbn,

Nimeguen., Auguft p. N.S. 1678.
SIR,
N humble Obedience ro_ his Majefty's exprefs Commands, I Sir William
Temple came hither at feven a Clock laft Night : Immediately upon my

Arrival Monfieur de Balba fent to know, whether he might make me a Vilir,

which I confented to, and he came accordingly.

His Difcourfe confifted of his Hopes, that I brought a good Peace alono-

with me ; his Defires to hear, whether the Treaty at the Hague were ratified

or no} and his Complaints, that the French, notwithftanding the Swedes ha-
ving defifted, yet ftill refufed to fign the Peace. That, for his Part, he could
not be forry for it > for tho' he fhould have figned it, if they had confented,
yet, after having figned a Peace fo dellrudive to Cbrijlendom, he lliould have
retired himfelf from all publick Bufinefs for the refl: of his Lite.

Upon the inquiring the Occafion of my coming, I told him, as I have done
every Body elfe, that having been afilired at the Hague, that the Sivedes here
having defifted from their Pretenfions of being reftored before the Evacuation
of the Places ; and the French having always profefied that Difficulty to have
been raifed wholly upon their Occafion j I made no queftion but the Peace
would be immediately figned ; and thereupon came hither upon his Majelty's
Orders, that I fhould be prefent at the Conclufion of it.

Upon the Marquis's going out, my CoUegue Sir Lyonell Jenkins came in to

me ; and being furprized at the Unexpeftednefs of my Arrival, and I asking

him, Whether he knew nothhig of it? He faid, nothing, but from the Talk
of a confident Man lately arrived herej who had given our, he had brought
the Peace in his I'ocket, and Orders for Sir JVilliam Temple to come with him
to Nimeguen.

Hereupon, I Ihewed my Collegue my Inftruftions, which you laft fent me,
grounded upon Monfieur du Cros's Propofition : He told me, the Thing was
done before I came : That the Swedes had not only defifted from their Preten-

fions } but that the French had owned it in their Memorial on Sunday laft, and
declared, that upon it, their Mafter defifted from detaining the Towns : But,
however, that he, my Collegue, did not find the Peace was much the nearer,

fince the French Ambafiadors did ftill refufe to fign it; and perfifted, that the

Dutch fliould lend to treat and conclude it, either with the King their Mafter
Vol. II. O o o z in
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in Pcrlbn, or with the Deputies at Ghent : Whereupon, confuking with my
CoUcgue, we concluded togetiicr, that we fliould not fay any Thing to the

Sivedijh AmbafTadors of what your laft Inftructions imported, unlefs they fpokc

to me of it, and fcemcd to cxpcft it from me 5 in regard that whatever his

Maiefty intended fhould be done by the Szvedes^ towards the Evacuation of

the Towns, had been already fully done by them : And that no Declaration of

his Majefty's Inftrudlions to me was meant, or could tend to this new Difficul-

ty raifed by France^ about the Dutch deputing to the molt Chrillian King, or

to his Deputies at Ghent.

The next Vifit I received was at nine this Morning, from the Danijli Am-
balTador, whofc Difcourfe was chiefly upon the Occafion of my Journey hi-

ther; upon the Ground it may give to the Dutch^ of receiving othcrwife

this Propofal from France, than they might pofTibly have done if I had been

at the Hague; upon the Liberty Monfieur du Cros had taken here, oi proning

the Inllruftions he brought from his Majefty, and the Credit he had at our

Court ; which he, the Ambaflador, thought very ftrange, confidering what

he palled for at theirs, where he was lufficiently known. And thereupon

he gave me a Character of the Man, which I will not trouble you with.

After the Dane's leaving me, the SivediJJ} Ambafladors came in: Their

Difcourfe confifted in valumg the generous Pace they had made, of defift-

ing from their Pretenlions, fince thofe alone fcemed fo much to retard the

Peace.

They faid, That though they reckoned upon the good Offices of Holland^

after the Peace, as well as upon the Affiftances of France towards their Re-
flitution j

yet their chief Confidence was in the good Intentions of his Ma-
jefty towards their Crown j of which they had received fo good Teftimonics

upon all Occafions.

Hereupon they began to difcourfe of the laft French Memorial; and made
their particular Refleftions upon two Paftagcs in it. The firft, that France

feemed to intend that they, the Swedes.^ fhould owe their Rcftitution to the

Meafures that France fhould take with Holland upon that Occafion; whereas

their chief Hopes were from his Majefty ; and they had very little from Hol-

landy befidc their common Offices, after the Peace was made. The next

was from the laft Words of the Memorial ; by which it appears, that France

intended to treat and conclude the Peace with the Deputies of the States,

in a Place where there was like to be no Minifter from Siveden; which, they

fay, they did not very well underftand ; nor thought they had Reafon to be

fatisfied with what the French Ambafladors told them upon it, that the King
their Mafter's Intention was, the Peace fhould be figned at Nimeguen, though
it were concluded at St. ^lintin.

All that I anfwered to thefe Difcourfes, was my Compliments upon the De-
claration they had made, of defifting from their Pretcnfions, rather than hin-

dring the Peace of Chrlftendom ; and the Aflurances that I had Orders to give

them, of his Majefty's good Intentions towards their Crown. And here our

Difcourfe was like to end; when I rcfolvcd to make fome mention of Mon-
fieur du Cros, to find out what they would fay upon it; and what the true

Ground had been of his Journey and mine hither.

I told them, That I was in Hopes to have found the Peace ready to be

figned here when I came. For, befides the Aflurances the Penfioner had

given me and Monlicur Sylvcrcruon, at the Hague, of their Excellencies having

defifted from their Pretcnfions, which had difficulted the Peace; I heard,

that Monfieur du Cros had faid upon the Way hither, that he carried the Peace

in his Pocket, and that he brought exprefs Orders to them, the Swedes Am-
balTadors, which they had not before

Monfieur Oxenfiern fi;id, very gravelv, to this, AJfcurement nous iCavoni

fas agi fay dcs ordres qui nous ont ete forte's par Mr. du Cros : But Monfieur
Olivecrans, fmiling, faid, Monfieur, pour ce qui eft de la vanit^, il faut par'

donner a Monfieur du Cros, puifque vous fcavez qu'il efl garfon. I told them
hereupon, that Monfieur du Cros had told both mc and Monfieur Sylvercroortf

That
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That the Declaration made by the Sivedifi AmbafTadors here, had been
grounded upon the_ AfTurances that his Majefty had given particularly to
Monfieur du Cros, in England. Monfieur Olivecrans replied, a little warmly,
Monfieur, 'Voits me pardonnerez^ cela a ete fonde fur les ajfurances que le Roy m'a
donne devant que de partir de Londres.

By thefe Lights, I fuppofe, you will be able to unriddle better than I can
do here, what hath been the true Bottom of all this Intrigue.

After the Swedes left me, the Dutch AmbafTadors came in j and prcfently
after them, as we had concerted together, came 1 Sir Lyoncll Jenkins. They
fell prefendy into difcourfc of the laft French Memorial} in which, they
faid. They could find little more than in the former, but that it was a Tranf-
pofition of Words. For, whereas they had faid before, they would not
evacuate the Towns, without Rellitution to Sweden: They now fay, they
will evacuate the Towns j but they will firfl treat and agree with the Dutch
about the Satisfaftion of Sweden.

They faid the firfl Period was clear, and that upon it they offered to fign
the Peace : But the French refufed, faying. That though their Memorial con-
fifled of three Periods, yet they were to be taken, pour une chofe, toute d'une

fuite.

The next Remark they made, was upon the Words toutes les places, in the
firfl Period. Which Word toutes, they found, upon fearch, never to have
been in any of their Memorials, or Letters, before. And they obferved the
Meaning of it might be, that though they defifled from the Defign of re-

taining all the Places, yet they did not from that of retaining fame of them

:

And the Words, if you pleafe to obferve them, feem to bear it.

Monfieur Bcverning faid farther, I hat when he offered to fign the Peace,
and faid that they Ihould not be many Days longer at Liberty, a caufe de leurs

engagcmens : The French replied, rous, vous fies a vos engagemens, Meffieurs^

f*? le Roy a deux cent mille hommes qu'il a bien paye. They told them farther.

That his Majcfly hath fuch Treaties with France, that would keep him from
performing ce que Monfieur 'temple a flipule a la Haye. Whereto Monfieur
Colbert added, Et pourquoy Monfieur temple ne i-ient il pas ? il a les ordres da
Roy fon Maitre de rcvenir icy, auffi ne fait il a la Haye que du mal.

After they concluded that the Defign of France was to draw this Bufinefs

into a particular Negotiation, between them and the States ; without either

the Swede of the one Side, or their Allies of the other-, and without England
too } and by that means to hinder them from the Affiflance either of their

Allies or of us. That by thefe Memorials about Depurations to France, and
by their Artifices in fcattering Copies of them as foon as they were delivered,

they hoped to prevent the Meafures between us and Holland; and to draw-

out Time while they purfued the Siege of Mons, and while England fhould
grow weary of keeping up their Forces ; which they knew a Parliament
would not be willing to pay for a Peace, though they would for a War.
Mr. Haren added, il n"y a perfonne ft aveugle qui ne voit tous ces Jrtifices.

They both wilhed very much that I Sir William temple werenowatthei/a^ae^
becaufe they doubted what EfFe6l this Memorial of France might haye upon
them there} when they fhould fee in the firfl Period of it, a Declaration of
the French to evacuate the Towns, but not confider that which follows.

The firfl Vifit T Sir William temple received this Afternoon was from Count
Kinski; whofe chief Difcourfe was in extolling the Force of England, which
had appeared fo much in his Majefly's late arming fo powerfully, in fo fliorc

a Time} faying, That if the King pleafed he was Arbiter of the World
j

and might be fo of this Peace here, if he thought fit.

That for their Part (meaning the Imperial AmbafTadors) in it, all that he
would fay, was, that they were fent thither pour traiter, ^ non pas pour re-

cevoir des loix; but that the French underflood it otherwifc} and that nothing
had pafTed between them, fince the French publifhed the Conditions upon
which they would make the Peace, in the Beginning of j^pril lafl: Since

which time they had often offered to treat upon them, but the French ex-

cufed
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cufcJ thcmfelvcs ; and, for their Parts, they were refolvcd not to receive

thofc Conditions without treating upon them.

Next to Count Kinski came to me the Brandenburgh AmbafTadors, \vho(e

Difcourfes were cither Compliment, or Politick upon the Affairs oi Holland:

How near the Prince was bemg abfolutely loft there about three Months agoj

and how much he was recovered fince this laft Incident from France^ about the

evacuating of the Towns.
The next Hours of Five, Six, and Seven, this Afternoon, were given to

the three French Ambafladors, who had been the laft to demand it of mc j

having been Ycftcrday out of Town at my Arrival. All pafled with a great

Compliment and Kindnefsj bcfides which Mor.fieur cP tjlradcs endeavoured

to llicw, That all the Sincerity in the World had been of his Mafter's Side,

but that all had been Artificial on the part of the States j but efpecially on

Monfieur Beverning's, who, he faid, was irop bahtle homme, and always found

fome fpecious Thing or other to hinder the Peace j by which the French

found that the States, abfolutely, had no Mind to it, how much foever his

Maftcr dcfires it.

Monfieur Colberfs whole Difcourfe was, how the Incident touching the

Towns proceeded wholly from Monfieur Oxenftern: How tlie moft Chnftian

King could not. in Honour, refuie it to an Ally > though he (Monfieur Col-

bert) thought it much aguinft his Mafter's Intercft, and more againft that of

Svjeden: 1 hat h.s Mailer had defifted immediately upon the Swedes dcfifting

by their Declaration, which was made to them here, July 26th, N. S.

This made me reHe£t upon what Monfieur du Cros would have fold fo dear

to his Maiefty, after that the Swedifi Ambafllidors had given the Point here:

And, as Monfieur Olrjecrans faid, upon the Aflurances his Majefty had

given him before he came laft from London : But, as others interpret it here,

from the Fears, that in cafe the War went on this Summer, the Dutch would

lend their Fleet to the Allies, to beat the Swedes clearly out oi Pomerania.

I remember nothing in Monfieur ^'y/^•^«A's Vifit, befide the ordinary Things

that pafted in thofe of his Collegues.

About Eight a-Clock, the Dutch AmbafTadors came to us both a fecond

time, and faid, they had Orders from their Mafters to communicate to us

the Anl\vcr they had newly received from them, to the French Memorial of

Sunday laft : which was, in fhort, that they were ready to fign the Peace,

and ihould be fo till To-morrow was part : After which they fiiould bt at Li-

berty no longer, in Regard of their Engagements with his Majefty : But that

if they (the French Amballadors) would fign tlie Peace, their Mafters the

States, after it was figncd (to Ihcw their Rcfpefts to the moft Chriftian King)

would fend their AmbalTadors not only to St ^untin, but to Paris.

The time being thus fhort, and expiring To-morrow at Twelve at Night,

they told us, they would go ilraight from us to acquaint the French AmbafTa-

dors, by Word of Mouth, with this Aniwer of the States > intending to give

it them. To-morrow, more extenfively in Writing.

//'> are always,

SIR,

T'our mojl Faithful

HumUe Servants,

W. Temple.
J^. Jenkins.

To



to the Km G, the Prince <>/

O

r a n g e, &c. 487

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

Hague, Aitgufi i6. N. S. 1678.
SIR,

ON Saturday laft, in the Evening, I received Yours of the 30th paft, at

Nimeguen, with his Majefty's Orders to exchange the Ratifications of
the late Treaty here; upon which, you arc pleafed to fay, his Majefty put
fo much Weight. I found, upon Computation, that Yefterday, being Mon-
day, was the laft Day allowed for the Exchange of the faid Ratifications; and
refolved to part by Three a-Clock next Morning, that I might not fail of ar-
riving here in Time ; which I did about Seven a-Clock Yefterday Morning,
after having been all Night upon the Way. I immediately fpoke with the
Penfioner, and acquainted him with my Orders to exchange the Ratifications,

and of what you command me to let him know here, of his Majefty's Inten-
tion upon it; which was, That I fhould ftill endeavour to procure an Amend-
ment of thofe Points in the Treaty, againft which his Majefty has made Ex-
ception ; though he had not thought fit to delay the Ratification upon it, both
for the infinite Confequence of the Bufinefs, and his great Zeal to fupport
the Interefts in Queftion; upon which Grounds he had chofen rather to rely

upon the States, for obtaining thofe Points after the Ratification, than to de-

lay it upon them.
The Penfioner feemed extremely pleafed that the Ratifications are come,

and that I had Order to exchange them ; which he defired might be done
in Form, at Ten a-Clock. As to the Points ftill infifted on, he faid, He
would not fail of acquainting the States with them at fuch Times, and in fuch
Manner, as he thought would conduce moft to the Succefs of them, and
thereby to his Majefty's Satisfaftion ; though he conceived, fince a Peace was
like to follow, his Majefty would find no Neceffity of infifting upon them
for the prefent ; and his Majefty's Ratification would have much more Force
and Credit here, if it came barely to the States without thofe Circumftances,

after the Fears they had been in of his Majefty's not ratifying the Treaty.

After this he fell immediately to fpeak of the Peace that had been lately

figned at Nimeguen-y and with great I'rouble in his Face, and, I believe, at

Heart, when I faid, // faut avouer qu^elk ejl belle principalement ayant eti ftgnee

fam r Efpagne. He replied, It was true ; but that this laft would never have

been done without Monfieur dii Cros's Journey, and his debiting both here and
at Nimeguen, That his Majefty was refolved not to come to a Rupture with
France ; but had taken his Meafures abfolutely with them upon the Peace;
and that Orders were fent over to my Lord Sunderland to that purpofc. I

told him, I difcovered, by my going to Nimeguen^ that all the Bufinefs of
Monfieur du Cros had been only an Intrigue of his own; and, I believe, a

Surprize upon his Majefty. That I had, thereupon, never faid one Word to

the SivediJ]} Ambafladors there, of his Majefty's warranting the Neutrality of

Spain -y or any Thing elfe contained in the Difpatches received from England,

with Monfieur du Cros ; but had made that Advantage of my Journey, as, in

great Meafure, to take away the ill Impreflions which had been given them
of his Majefty's Condu6t, by du Cros's Difcourfes, and the French Ambafla-

dors upon them. He feemed to be extreme glad of both thefe Points, and
faid. He would immediately give the Prince Notice of them. That Mon-
fieur du Cros's Journey was a Thing done, and fo without Remedy ; and there-

fore they muft make the beft of what was paft, and provide, as well as they

could, againft what was coming upon them ; in which they ftiould have infi-

nite Need of his Majefty's Refolution and Conftancy, pour fupporter la foi'

hlejfe de quelques gens de cet Etat, qui ne tendoient qu''a la ruine du pais aujji bien

que du Prince. That, for his Part, he faw very well the Artifices of France

in all that had pafl'ed at Nimcguen. That they knew the Dutch Ambafla-
dors
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dors had Orders to fign the Peace, in cafe the Evacuation of the Places were

yielded before the nth of this Vlonth, according to our late Treaty j but

that they could not fign after that Day was expired. That they were re-

folvcd to prevent the Force of this Conjun£tion between his Majcfty and

this State, by figning the Peace that Night, upon yielding to evacuate the

Places } but that they had not difcovered this Intention till Ten a-Clock

that Morning, in a Conference which lafted till Three in the Afternoon j af-

ter which they knew there would neither be Time for the Spanifi AmbafTadors

toadjuft their Treaty that Night, nor for the Dutch to fend for Orders to the

States, whether to fign without the Spaniards, or no : That the Dutch Am-
bafilidors had cxtrcmement precipite V Affaire \ and that he knew very well, the

French were perfuaded by fome of their Correfpondents here, That the States

having once figned, though Spain fhould not agree, would yet be concluded

by it : And that the French Ambafiadors had thereupon raifed new Points in

their Treaty with Spain^ which had never been mentioned in the French Pro-

poficions at Nimeguen. That they would, indeed, have a very fine Game to

play, if in only giving up Maeftricht to the Diitch^ they might retain the

other Places in Flanders; and have the Liberty thereby of invading Cleves

and Juliers, while this State fhould have their Hands tied up : But that they

would be deceived in all this Meafurc. That the States would never ratify

the Treaty, unlefs that of Spain were firft concluded j and the Places in

Flanders, as well as Maeftricht, fhould thereupon be adtually evacuated. That,

till Spain had figned, they would neither fend their Deputies to France (tho'

they might, poffibly, name them) nor fo much as conl'ent to the ceafing of

Hoftility. That, God be thanked, there was an Exprellion in the late Trea-

ty, by which his Majcfty and the States were engaged one to another j not on-

ly in cafe France {hould refufe to promife the Evacuation of the Places, but

alfo in cafe they fliould delay to do it, either upon the Account of the Satis-

faftion of Sweden, or any other Caufe > or in cafe, after they had agreed to it,

they fhould detreSlare. That the Ratifications being once exchanged, he did

not doubt, his Majefty would be firm to them in all thefe Points, as they fhould

be both to him and to themfelves.

After this he told me, he fhould fee me again when the Commiflioners

came to exchange the Ratifications; which they accordingly did between Ten
and Eleven, and the Exchange was made, in Form, between us. Monfieur

Fan Leiven took Occalion to fay upon it, that, as nothing but our figning the

Treaty could have made the French yield to the Point of evacuating the Pla-

ces j fo, nothing but our Ratification could keep them up to it. That they

had difcovered their Artifices more than ever, by the long Chicane they had
made with the Dutch Anibafiadors, about retaining Maejiricht^ Charleroy, or

Ghent, even the very Day they figned the Treaty : By which they fhewed
plainly, that nothing had brought them to it, but the Fear of a firm Con-
junftion between England -xnA Holland; and that he ftiU feared what might be

the Confequcnce of the Treaty figned without the Spaniards.

I told the CommifTioners, his Majcfty had ever reckoned upon Spain's con-

cluding at the fame Time with them; and upon Evacuation of the Spanijh

PUces, as the very fundamental Point of the States agreeing to the French

Conditions. That I found before I came from Nimeguen, that the DifHculties

were like to be great between France and Spain; and that the Dutch AmbafTa-

dors thereupon had a mind to put that Bufinefs upon us, the King's Ambaffa-

dors there ; but that we had excufed our felves from it, and told them. We
had always looked upon it as a Part of the States Agreement with France,

and with which they ought to charge themfelves, as the moft efTential Part of
their own Treaty. I asked the CommifTioners, Whether they were not

of this Mind? The Penfioner faid, they were; and that the Dutch Am-
bafiadors fhould be charged with it, as a Point without which the Peace could

not be ratified. Monfieur Van Leiven feconded them, and laid, It was the

Foundation of all the reft; and that, he did believe, there was not one Man
in the States would confcnt to the Ratification without it.

I remem-
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I remember norhing elfe that pafled upon this Occafion : And fhall, upon
the whole, in lliort, give you my own Opinion of the prefent Difpofitions
here, in this great Conjunfture. There is a Party here, that would certainly

drive this State into iuch Meafures with France^ as might bring the Provinces
not only into a Dependance, but even under the Subjeftion of France. And
this Party confilh, chiefly, of rich Men, of the old 'Luicf.ein Faction, in five

or fix of the great trading Towns of this Province. They are induced to it

by the Hatred and Fear of the Houfe of Orange ; and by the Belief, that if

they live under the Protection of France, the Liberty and Trade of the Coun-
try Ihall be ftill preferved ; and the Hands of the Government only changed
from the Prince of Orange's Friends to thofe of this Party. The French have
had all along, but efpccially for thefe feven or eight Months pall, a clofe In-
telligence with the bcfl Heads of this Party, and by them infuled it into many
well-meaning Men, that nothing but the Proteftion of France can prefcrve
thefe Countries in conibnt Peace, and thereby in Trade and Riches. That
France can never have any Defign upon their Liberties > becaufe it would be a-

gainft their own Intereft, in regard they could make better Ufe of this State
by their continuing to be great and rich, than if they fhould be weak and poorj
which would follow the Supprefiion of their Liberties : With many other plau-
fible Things of this Nature, refiecling upon the great Danger here, to be from
the Prince of Orange, in Conjunction with England.

On the other Side, Five of the Provinces here, and about Eleven or Twelve
of Eighteen of the Towns in this Province, are generally in the Opinions and
Intercfts of the Prince of Orange; and whenever his Majefty falleth in, hear-

tily, to back them by his Alliances, and any artificial Dealing in the French
Negotiations come to be difcover'd, they grow to be fo much Mafters of all

Refolutions here, that all the well-meaning Men, even in the great Trading
Towns, fall in with them ; and thofe which are abfolutely in the French Inte-

reft, dare not fo much as fpeak in their Aflemblies. But whenever it happens
that any Paces of his Majefty give them a Sufpicion of his Uncertainty in the
Meafures with them, the other Party then immediately gets Ground > and the
Generality in the great Towns begin to conclude, that they had better accept
any Terms of Peac; from France^ than rely upon a Support from England, which
they cannot be fu : of.

All feem at prefent abfolutely refolved not to ratify the Peace with France,
unlefs Spain be likewife concluded by it, and the Towns evacuated : But yet,
what this it felf may come to, I cannot tell, in cafe his Majefty fiiould give
them Occafion of doubting his Refolutions to fupport them in it. Which is

all I fiiall trouble you with upon thisSubjed, or any other, at this time, befides

the Afiiirances of my being always,

SIR,

Tour, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer^

Hague, Augujl id. N. S. i6jS.

My Lord,

ON Saturday laft, in the Evening, I received at Nimeguen, by Exprefs,
your Lordfhip's, in the new Secretary's Hand, with one from Secretary

Williamfon, giving me Order to exchange the Ratifications with this State,
which were fent over laft Poft j and upon the Exchange whereof, Mr. Secre-
tary tells mc, his Majefty put fo much Weight. If it were fo, fure he muft
have forgot that I was ordered the Poft before, to go away to Nimeguen-y and
Vol. II. Ppp than
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that it is Twenty fix Leagues between this Place and that j fo that if by con-

traiy Winds, or any other Accident, the Exprcfs had been a Day longer

cominfT to mcj or if after receiving it, I had not travell'd all Night, as well

as Day, I could not have been here time enough to have ratified it j the

Term fix'd for it by the Treaty expiring Yefterday, and that, perhaps, the

State of Ckrijicudom may, in great Meafure, depend upon this Ratification j

for though the Peace between France and this State be figned, yet it muft be

the Force of this Ratification that muft prevail with France to fign the Treaty

with Spain too, and thereupon to evacuate really the Towns ; and it muft be

the fame Force thatmuil keep this State from ratifying their Peace wiih Fra>icef

unlefs Spa'r.i be likcwife included, and the Towns really evacuated.

For my own part, I was never fo amazed as to receive this Ratification of

the Treaty, and Orders to exchange it. For, upon Monfieur chi Cros's Jour-

nev, and all he laid at the Hague and Nimegaen upon it, as if it were on
puVpofe to fpread it both here and there, I did believe the King had taken

his abfolute Mcafures with France; that he was refolved not to ratify the

Treaty here, and lent me away to Nimegiien^ only to have me gone from
hence for the Reafons Monfieur Colbert gave for my Orders to go, A
canfe que je nc faifois que du mal ky. Befides, Monfieur du Cros told them,

and others here, that all the Meafures concerning the Peace were agreed by
his Majcfty, your Lordfliip, Monfieur Baril/on, and him. That you were
to enter into Alliance prefcntly with France and Siveden; that Orders were
gone to mv Lord Sunderland to that Purpofe, and that his Lordfhip would
make them publick here the next Poft. How all this was to agree with

my Treaty here, and Powers to negotiate with the Confederates, made, I

confefsj my Head turn round, and feemed to hang together like Ropes of

Sand. In the mean time, I had found out by the Swedip Ambaffadors at Ni-
megnen^ that the whole Bufinefs o^ du Cros was a Myftery to them j that they

knew nothing in the World of it till he came to Nimeguen j only the Poft be-

fore he had writ them Word he was coming : That they had given ihe. French

Ambafladors their Declaration of defifting from their Pretenfions, the 26th of
laft Month, N. S. and that the very Hour Monfieur du Cros arrived, and was

with them, the: French Ambafllidors came in, to let them, t\\t Swedes, know,
they had Orders to defift likewife from their Pretenfions of detaining the

Towns.
Both the SivediJJj Ambafiadors told me, That when' they delivered this

Meflage to du Cros, who was all the while in the Houfe, he was. Si etonne

qti'il hoh fret de tomber de [on haul ; and yet, that he had the Impudence
to write to his Mafter, the Duke of Holjiein, that he had made the Peace.

This they told me both together j and next Day Monfieur Ollvecran's, alone,

told me, du Cros had fo much Addrefs as to get them both to fign a Letter to

his Majefty, of his own drawing up, which feemed to give him (du Cros)

fome Share in the Bufinefs > and that he (Monfieur OUvecrans) was extreme-

ly afhamed of it, becaufe the contrary would appear by the Date of their

Declaration to France; but that this whole Intrigue of du Cros was an arrant

Comedy. For my own part, I wifii it were fo } but the EfFc£ts are more than

ridiculous, and, I doubt, have fhaken his Majefty's Credit more than was to

be wifhed at this tune. And, for my part, 1 have, upon what the Swedes

told me, very plainly faid to the Dutch Ambaffadors, and others, that it

v/as a downright fourberic of du Cros > and that I had no other Bufinefs ac

Nimeguen, but to obferve the Motions of the Peace at the critical Term.
In ftaort, 'tis figned ; and I have writ to Mr. Secretary, with what Difpo-

fitions on the French, and what on this Side; and what all may come to upon
it I know not, but am fure it will extremely depend upon his Majefty. But
what the Dil'pofitions will be there, I can never pretend more to tell, fince

you could not lb much as keep your Countenance three Weeks together j

and have now ratified a Treaty, which Mr. Secretary found Fault with every

I,ine ofj and fince you could fufFer fuch a Man as du Crofs, of whom the

Penfioner faid, at my but naming of him, C'efi un fourbe des fourbes, to give

fo
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fo unhappy a Branle to the Affairs of the World. But, after all, I muft beg
your Lordfhip to let me know, when you did refolve to fend him and thofe

Inflruftions, why not to Sir Lyonell Jenkins^ that was upon the Place ; but to

me that was engaged here in an Affair of another Nature? Wei!, I can fay

no more, but thiit it has fo broke my Head, that, I think, it will not be right

again: And I muft beg of your Lordfhip, that you will plcafe to let his

Majefty know, that I grow old and infirm, and am not fit for thefe fudden
Commands: That if he thinks I can be of Ufe to him till the End of this

Conjuncture, I am content to ftay that Period > but for returning to Nime-
guen^ I fhall not be able to do it j nor do I think there can be Need of m.ore

than onej if there be, Mr. Hyde is in Commiffion : But let who will be there,

inftrufted as I find Sir Lyonell Jenkins is, there had as good be none at all.

Whatever becomes of my Health, or Heart, or Honour, your Lordfhip will

ever be affured of my being.

My Lord,

Tour, See

POSTSCRIPr.
My Lord,

Since the writing of this I have received Mr. Secretary Williamfon's of the

zd Inftanr, and a long one from Mr. Jglionby, of the fame Datej with

an Account of all his Majefty's, the Duke's, and your Lordfhip's Difcourfes

to him, upon the prefent Conjuncture : By which 1 find you will have Rea-
Ibn to think of the Man, and his late Intrigue, as I have done ever fince I

fpoke with the SivediJI) Ambaffadors j but what you will think after he has

been with you, I know not, confidering his Addrefsj one Part whereof has

been, to maive the Leyden French Gazette publifh yefterday, that upon Mon-
fieur du Cros's Arrival at Nimeguen, the Peace was immediately figned j fo

that it muft have been done upon fomething he brought with him from Eng-

land. I cannot but add one Thing the Penfioner told me fince my Return,

which was, that among many other Things du Cros had fpread, both here

and at Nimeguen, of which you have Account enough already, he told the

Sivedijh Ambaffadors as well as the French, that the King was abfolutely for

a Peace, and would not come into the War j but that the Duke was wholly for

the War, and with Intention, by it to bring the Prince to be Sovereign of this

Country ; being wholly in that Intereft fince the Marriage of his Highnefs.

Upon the whole, you will be bcft able to judge there, from what Springs

this whole Thing has moved, finding how early Sweden has made their Declara-

tion of defifting, which was the i6th oijuly, O. S. How France\\2.d refolvedto

fign the Peace with the Dutch, upon the Evacuation of the Places, if they

could not prevail for the Deputation to St. ^intin ; and how all this has pafs'd,

it feems, without any Communication with his Majefty: For, in the Letters of

the zd Inftant, you knew nothing of any fuch Refolution in France, for ought

I feej and the French Ambaffadors received their Orders to {\gn M'^on Monday

the zpth oi July, O. S. though they kept them private till U'edncjday, which

was the laft Day the Dutch were at Liberty j and thereby put them upon do-

ing it fo precipitately, that they might neither be able to take Spain along

with them j nor to confult with the States, whether to fign or no.

This is enough upon fo unpleafant a Subje6t. Now, for my going to Ni-

meguen, after I had refolved to ftay, when I received my Inftruttions -, I will

tell your Lordlhip juft upon what Point that Refolution turned. The Day af-

ter I difpatch'd my Secretary with my firft Refolution, Mr. Meredith told me,

The King had been extreme earneft upon my going to Nimeguen, without any

more Circumftance than bare Communication to the States. Monfieur Syl-

vercroon came and told me, the Swedes had not abfolutely defifted from their

Pretenfions, though they had declared they would ; and the Penfioner writ me
this Letter, all in his own Hand, whereof I fend you the Copy j by which

Vol. II. P P P i he
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he mnde my going abfolutcly neccnary for his Majcfty's Intereit, and that

of the Prince, as well as all other Confiderations ; fincc du Cros had made the

Subjeft of it fo publick, that feveral of the States of Holland had told the

Penfioner of it, the Day after du Cros had paflcd by this Place. All that I can

fay farther to your Lordlhip is, that if the King be really upon no better

Tei-ms with France^ than he feems to be by all the laft Difpatchcs, and that they

play their Game here whenever they can, and with us only when they can-

not compafs their Ends here : And if his Majefty will, on the other Side,

endeavour to hinder that Game, and keep the Dependance of this State upon
the Crown of England^ he muft, I doubt, come to thefe two Refolutions.

Firft, to afTure the Prince of Orange that he will take no farther Meafures,

either upon the Peace or War, till he has firft concerted them with him : And
next, to come to a Refolution to join, abfolutely, with this State, in any

Meafures they fliall think neceflary for their Safety, upon the Neutrality of
Cleves and Juliers ; without which, the Prince and Penfioner think the State

lolt : But they know not whether they will come up to it themfelves, till

they find whether they fhall be back'd by his Majefty j but in that cafe, they

are confident, the States will be pofitivc, either before the Peace or after.

I humbly beg your Lordfhip's Pardon for this long and hafty Scribble,

which I am alhamed of j and yet, now it is done, it will be neceflary to fhew
it his Majefty, being all the Lights I can give from hence, befides what I have
given to Mr. Secretary j and all the Account I can give of my own Conduft.

1 am, &c.

Your Lordfhip will underftand by my Difpatch to Mr. Secretary, that I

having faid not a Word to the Sivedes at Nimeguen^ but only general Profef-

fions of his Majefty's Kindnefs to that Crown j the King is at Liberty wholly

on that Side, unlefs Monfieur du Cros had Power to bind him.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague^ Auguji ip. N.S. 1678.

BY Sir Lyonell Jenkins''^ Exprefs I gave you Yefterday the Trouble of one
of mine, with a Copy of the Treaty figned the loth, between the

French and Dutch Ambafladors at Nimeguen. I am apt to believe, that what
Vvas figned at firft was rather a brouillon, than any fair and formal Draught} both
the French and Monfieur Fan Beverning having run the Affair out of all Forms,
to prevent the fatal Minute, as they thought it, of Twelve a-Clock that

Night ; after which the Dutch had declared they could not fign: And Mon-
fieur Beverning fufters, as I find, in every Body's Opinion here j having, as

they affure me, never had any Orders to fign, but only to pafs an Aft upon
the French confenting to evacuate the Places, that the States would thereupon
fign the Peace, fo foon as the Treaty with Spain fhould be agreed. Let the

Spring have been where it will, the Precipitation of the Affair appears in ma-
ny Points that reflcft much upon Monfieur Beverning'sConAn&.', who confeffes

they had not Time to read it over. For, befides a Contradi6tion in two Arti-

cles, which give one Six Months, and another Nine Months time for the fame
Thing, there were three cffential Faults. The Firft, Not drawing fo much
as an Aft from the French Ambaffadors for the Evacuation of the Spanijh

Towns } though the Spanijlj Ambaffadors had given them one, before the
figning, whereby they confcnted to the Terms offered them by the French
Propofition. The next was (which I hear in private) that whereas it was
agreed upon between them, that the Differences between the States and

S'weden
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ly^f^ew fliould be endeavoured to^be adjufted in three Months time, and
that, in the mean while, there fliould be a Neutrality : When the Article

was drawn up, the Term of three Months was omitted, fo that the Article
runs in general. The third concerns his Majefty more particularly, and his

Defenfive Alliance with this State: For in the 15th Article of the Treaty of
Peace, where the States promife a Neutrality, and not direftly, nor indireftly,

to aflift the Enemies of Prance, it runs generally ; which deltroys the Force of
any defenfive League they have made. But when I fpoke to the Penfioner,

and Monfieur Van Lnven about it, they both told me, That the States had
immediately taken notice of it, as foon as the Tranfcript of the Articleo

came to them ; and had then fent to Monfieur Beverning to reproach him up-
on it, with Order to have it immediately redreffed : Without which they
ordered him to declare to the French Ambafladors, That it fhould not be ra-

tified } and it is to be mended by the Addition of thefe Words, after les ene-

mis de France, Cjf des yUlies^ dttrant le cours de cette guerre^ (^ a Vegard de ceux

qui y font maintenant engages. They interpret the dreffing of this Article in

French, to have been induftrious on their Part, as well as negligent on the
Dutch Side.

To-morrow Monfieur Be-verning will make his Report to the States, how
this whole Bufinefs has pa(Tedj and particularly, of the State wherein I left

the differences between the French and the Spaniards. Accordingly, though
I have no Letters from you this Poft, yet having feen one from Monfieur
Fan Beuninghen, which confirms me in the Opinion I was, that his Majefty
would defire the Spaniards might come to fign too j without which the
Towns in Flanders would not be evacuated j I have fpoken at large with Mon-
fieur de Lyra upon this Point, who I take to be the Spring of the Spaniards

Morions in all thefe Parts.

I find his Refolutions are, to try if he can make the States difown
their Ambafladors : But in cafe he cannot obtain that, and be prefixed to dif-

patch the Treaty now on Foot, he will give into it even with the Point of

Neutrality > laying this for his Maxim, to hold this State up to the beft

Terms he can for his Mafter, but, however, not to break with them ; and to

purfue the clofeft Meafures he can with tiiem after the Peace, and, by their

Means, endeavour the fame with his Majefty j upon the Belief that all three

are equally concerned in Prefervation of whatever is left in Flanders,

While I was in this Difpatch, the Penfioner and Monfieur Fan Lewen c^me
to me from the States, to let me know, that having received Letters from
Monfieur Fan Beiininghen, by which they found that Monfieur du Croshzdi in-

formed his Majefty, That the States had made Paces in this Treaty, dif-

agreeing with the Meafures taken between his Majefty and them, and of pri-

vate Concert between them and France; particularly, that they dcfifted from
prefling the Neutrality of Cleves and Juliers, and had granted the F) ench a

Paflage at Fifet, for invading thofe Countries : The States had ordered them
both to write to Monfieur Fan Beuninghen, and to defire me to afilire his Ma-
jefty, that it was all a falfe Information. And whereas they found Endeavours
had been ufed thereupon, to poflefs his Majefty, That the Peace being made,
there would be no farther Ufe of his Forces in Flanders j they defired not
only the Continuation of thofe that were there, but likewife that he would
be pleafed to fend over morej fince the Peace was yet upon very ticklifh

Terms.
They faid hereupon. That they every Day difcovered fome new Artifices

in the Dealings of France i for now they propofed two Months to be the
Term of the Ratification between them and the Spaniards, though Spain de-
fired but a Month > which was done out of Defign to retard the Evacuation
of the Places, till his Majefty and the States fhould retire their Forces out
of Flanders : But that they were confident the States would not ratify their

Treaty, till Spain (hould ratify theirs, and the Evacuation of the Places im-
mediately follow.

The
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The Pcnfioner ftaying fome time with me alone, told me, both the States

of Holland, and States General had approved the Prince's late Adion near

Mons, and ient him Thanks for it, as well as for his Condud the next Day,

in acquainting Monfieur de Luxemburgh with the Peace, and agreeing a CcfTa-

tion of Arms for two Days.

I took notice of the 30th Article of the Treaty of Commerce, about the

Liberty of building Ships, as one that had been introduced in the Time oftheir

belt Intelligence, upon the Treaty of i66z ; and which I thought too much

for a bare I'rcaty of Peace and Amity. But he faid, this Article was in their

Treaties of Commerce with Sweden and Denmark, as well as France: That

France had made one Trial of it, by building four or five Ships here > but

had been fo ierved in it, that they never returned any more, and he did be-

lieve, never would, or, if they did, fhould fare no better.

That they, the States, were ready to come to any new Treaty of the ftri£t-

eft Alliance that his Majefty iliould think fit after the Peace j fince nothing

but a firm Conjunftion between them could flop the Career of France. He
faid, that their Ambafliidors had ftrift Orders to infift upon the Neutrality of

Cle-ves and Juliers, even after the Peace ; but it having been omitted in the

firft hally Acceptation of the Peace, fome Towns would not be brought to

acroche it abiblutely upon that. What they might do, when it came nearer

to them, he could not tell ; but was apt to believe, that the Spaniards once

agreeing, it might run to a General Peace, and that the Affairs of the North

it felf would not hinder it,

^
/ am.

Tour, 2cc.

To Sir Jo(eph Williamfon.

Hague, Jugujl i^.N.S. 1678.

SIR,

ON Saturday lail Monfieur Beverning made his Report to the States, and

in particular, of the Difficulties remaining between the French and Spa-

niards; which confifted chiefly in the French Demands of the County oi Beau-

mont, of Bovines, of Security for the Ceffion of Dinant, and of an Article of
Neutrality from the Spaniards. The Report was received fo coldly, and fol-

lowed with fuch Imputations of ill Conduct, upon thefe Points which I men-
tioned in my lalf, efpecially the Omiflion in the ijth Article, and not procu-

ring an Aft from the French AmbafTadors for the Evacuation of the Places,

that Monfieur Beverning, when he came out ot the AfTembly, fwore to his

Friends, that he would give up his Commiflion, and that nothing fhould en-

gage him to return to Nimeguen any morcj laying the Fault of all Omiffions
upon his Precipitation } and that, upon the Advices and Orders from hence,

which he had followed to the bell of his Underllanding. He went immedi-
ately to his Houfe in the Country, where he continues ever fince j tho' fome
of the States have engaged feveral of his befl Friends to go down and endea-

vour to reclaim him.

Yefleiday, about Noon, the Prince arrived at Hounjlerdyke, after having
agreed with the Duke of Luxemburg about a Ceffation of Hoflility, till the
Ratification of the Treaty, and about withdrawing the Forces on each fidej
and thereby left Mons open. I attended his Highnefs in the Afternoon, and
found him much unHitisficd about the Signing of the Peace without Spaing
which he faid abfolutely, the Ambaffadors had no farther Orders for, than
only to threaten the Spaniards., that in cafe they would not confent to the Ar-
ticle of Neutrality, tiiey would fign without them. But, that it was-done,

and
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and fince his Majefty was fo well pleafed with it, as it Teemed by Monfieur
Van Bcmiinghens Letter, they muft make their bell of it, and drive it on to a
Peace, in cafe France would be lincerc in it with the Spaniards. But that he
much doubted it, unlefs the fame Refolutions and Paces of his Majefty, which
had engaged him to promife the Evacuation of the Places, Oiould bring it to
aConclufion. He was very melancholy upon what Condition this Peace would
leave all the Affairs of the Allies in, and the juft Reproaches this State was to
expe6t from them -, which he was to bear his Share in, how little foevcr he had
deferved it. Hefaid a great deal of Monfieur du Croi's Journey, and whatEf-
fe£ts it had herej but that he had not yet fpokenwith the States, and could not
tell what it was they would be at : But that he would fee me to Day, after

he had been in the Affembly. I found him unfatisfied with Monfieur Bevern-
ing, but yet of Opinion, that he muft return to Nhneguen^ and end this BuGnefs
ef Spain^ without which it could not be a Peace.

The fame Day J fpokc with Monfieur Fan Lewen^ who told me, the French
Ambafladors had confented to the redrcfllng the tenth Article, in the manner
i writ in my lalt j and that the States auroient creve pjutvt que de faire la paix
fans cela. That no State could have greater Obligation than this had to his Ma-
jefty ; and that every Body in it was fenfible, that they owed the Peace wholly
to him, in cafe they had it, which would yet depend upon that between France
and Spain ; and this upon his Majefty's Refolutions to fupport them in ftand-

ing firmly upon it, as the Point upon which their own Treaty was grounded.
This Afternoon the Prince came to me, and told me, He found a general

Difpofition in the States, not to ratify the Peace, till Spain fiiould be ready
to do it at the fame time. But yet, he defired very much, that his Majefty
would give me Orders to prefs them upon this Point, if there ftiould be Oc-
cafion i and that nothing new fiiould be impofed upon the Spaniards., beyond
the Conditions given in by the French at Nimeguen. He defired likewife, that
his Majefty would give Order to his Ambaflador at Nimeguen^ to propofe, as
from his Majefty, a general Sufpenfion of Arms for fix Months, in order to
the treating of a general Peace > and defired me, that I would not fail to re-
prefent both thefe Points to his Majefty from his Highnefs by this Poft. He
laith, by Advices from Nimeguen., he finds the French Ambaftadors there feem
Avell enough difpofed to it, upon the Nuncio's having already propofed it j
but, that nothing will give it fo much Force, as coming from his Majefty, and
therefore is veryearneft in it.

Mr. Meredith fends you the Treaty printed, as likewife, that for Ceflation of
Hoftilities, fo that I iTiall not increafe your prefent Trouble beyond the Aflu-
rance of my being always,

SIR,

Tour, &c.

P. S. The Prince has engaged Monfieur Beverning to come to Town to
morrow > fo as the States of Holland will then fall into Confultation upon the
Points in Difference between France and Spain.

To
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To my Lord Treafurer,

Hague^ Auguji 16. 1678. A''. S.

My Lorcl^

IHad the Honour of one from your Lordlliip of the nth, by my Secretary,

who came over with Mr. Hjdc. I will not enter into the Reafons of this

warm and fuddcn Motion in England^ nor can I into the Effefts of it Abroad.

A little Time will tell us the lalt : And for the firft, it is my part rather to

look towards the Events, than inquire into the Caufes of it. All I fliall fay,

is, that it has extremely furprized every body here, and none more than the

Prince, unlefs it be my felf. For, your Lordfhip knows, when I came away,

his Majefty's Refolution was, to have the Peace, if he could, upon the Eva-

cuation of the Places ; and in the Courfe of this whole Matter, to follow and

fupport Holland in the Paces they fhould make, and not to lead them : And
you may remember, I told his Majefty at the Foreign Committee, that I knew
very well, the Difpofitions of Holland towards the Peace, were fuch, that

if he iTiould have had a Dcfign to engage them fiirther in the War, his En-
deavours towards it, mull be like thofe of Rowers, that look one way, and

go another. I fhould have been glad his Majefty would have begun upon this

Occafion, what, your Lordlliip tells mc, he has refolved, of concerting firft

with the Prince any Meafures he fhould take, efpecially in what relates to

thefe Countries, where he can certainly give his Majefty the beft Lights, and

fuch as it is not poflible for his Majefty to have, in taking fudden Refolu-

tions upon Affitirs that are in motion, and have fuch fudden Turns. As in

this it ielf, his Majefty could not know, that the Prince had himfelf conclu-

ded a CelTiition of Hoftility with France^ till the Ratification of the Treaty

:

And yet, that very Circumftance made a great Change in the Event like to

attend Mr. Hyde'?, Commiflion. The Particular of his Inftru<51:ion ; to fay,

his Majefty would recall his Forces out of Flaiulers, in cafe the States fell not

into his Opinion of the late Treaty's having place j was, I fuppofc, inten-

ded to draw them into his Majefty's prefent Mind, and thereby to fave Flan-

ders, as well as Flollaml, from falling into the Hands or Dependance of France:

But the Prince and Penfioner feverally, at the very firft mention of it, con-

cluded, it would have a quite contrary EfFe£t, and muft certainly occafion the

Lofs both of this Country and Flanders > as you will find by Mr. Hydes's Dif-

patch } which is fo exa£t, that I can add nothing to it towards his Majefty's

Information : Only, I will tell your Lordfhip what the Prince faid to me lafl

Night upon it> which was, that he was very glad to fee his Majefty in this

Mind ; and that he knew very well what Effc«5ts it would have had, if they

had been afTured of it here three Weeks ago : But what it would have now,
he could not tell j for they were all fo furprized, efpecially after Monfieur

Fan Beuninghens Letter, which faid fo much of his Majefty's being pleafed

with the Peace, that no body had faid a Word upon it. That, for his part,

if he had been firft confulted in it, he fhould have been for his Majefty's

fending to the States, not to ratify the Treaty without Spain's ratifying theirs

at the fame time, and being thereby allured of the Evacuation to follow imme-
diately : That if his Majefty had only prefted this, and afTured the States at the

fame time of his Refolution to fupport them, by a vigorous Execution of their

Treaty, in cafe of any Rcfufal or Difficulty from France, he was confident the

Thing would have been done, and thereby, either Spain been included, or the

States gone on with the War. But that he did not know what EfFcft this now
come from his Majefty would produce in the great Towns of Holland, where
they were fo apt to be jealous of his Highncfs's Defigns to continue the War

:

That we fliould fee in a few Days, and that he chiefly apprehended the Town
oi Amflcrdam upon it.

What
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What your Lordlliip (ays, of your forbearing to fay thofe Things I defired
you to tell his Majeily about my fclf, is too obhging in you, not to be ac-
knowledged : But yet, I mull beg your Lordlliip to believe, that none can
judge fo well of a Man, as himfelfj who feels what is Widiin, whilft others
only fee what is Without ; and finds the decays of Age or Indifpofition in his
Body and his Mind, while he may difguife them to other People. Whenever
I thought my felf able to do his Majefty Service, though I never fouf^ht it,

yet I never refufed it : But whenever I fhall find my fclf incapable of doino- it

any longer, and let his Majefty know ic, I hope he will believe it: And,^in
the mean time, I beg your Lordfhip, not to think any thing I fay of that
kind, is Humour, but a true Judgment I make of my felf by what I feel, and
what I told both His Majefty and your Lordlhip, before I came over, would
happen to me by any long Stay in thefe Countries, which have ever been fo
contrary to my Health.

I cannot tell your LordlTiip how fenfible a Part I bear in the Indifpofition of
the Family, as well as your own, but comfort my felf with the Hopes Mr. A-
gUonhy gives me, of their being well over j and will not engage your Lordlhip
at prefent, in any farther Trouble, than the AlFurance of my being ever,
with equal Paffion and Truth,

My Lordj

Tour^ Sec.

To the Duke of Ormond.

Hague, Auguft 30. N.S. \6-j%.

My Lord,

I
Could not receive a greater Honour or Satisfaction, than by your Grace's

Letter of the 12th paftj which I fhould fooner have acknowledged, but
that fince my laft, I have been engaged in fuch fudden and unexpected Mo-
tions, as well as the Bufinefs here in fuch Turns, as have left me neither

Time nor Patience, nor Concernment enough fometimes, to think of many
Things I ought to have done : Among which, I reckoned all Duties I owed to

your Grace, and this in that Number.
I fhall, as fuccindtly as I can, purfue the Thread of thofe two Accounts I

gave your Grace at my leaving England, and fince my Arrival here to this

time : After which, I do not expeft to meet with any thing worth your
Grace's Trouble or my own 5 having my Head turned who'ly another Way,
and cured of thofe impertinent Solicitudes, which have fo often bulled it

about publick Affairs, and to fo little purpofe.

After my laft to your Grace, and till the 4th of this Month and this Snle,

I took my felf to have maftered the Bufinefs his Majefty had fent me upon
here. The Treaty was figned, and by it the Day fix'd, being the i ith Inftant,

for France to yield the Evacuation of the Places, or his Majefty to come into

the War with the States. France had failed of all their Endeavours to break
thefe Meafures : The States had refolved not to fend their Deputies to treat

with the French King in Perfon at St. ^lintin, and not to fign their Treaty,
even upon the Evacuation being yielded 5 unlefs in Conjunction with Spain.

The time of Decilion drew near, and the moft Chriltian King feemed fo far

engaged by his peremptory Anfwers to his Majefty, as well as by his Ambaf-
fadors Declarations at Nimegv.sn, not to evacuate the Places, till the Satis-

faction of Sweden, that every Body was at a Gaze, which would prove of molt
Weight, this Point of Honour, or that of Intereft, not to fee England en-

gaged in fuch a Confederacy againft France : And, in the mean time, whe-
VoL. IL CLq q ^her
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tlicr it fhould prove a Peace or a War. The Meafures were fo clofed be-

tween us and Holland., that nothing, in Appearance, was like to fhake them.

For though, upon my rit;ning the Treaty, Mr. Secretary IVilUamfon had found

cieat Faults with many Particulars of it, and fcnt me Orders to get them

amended, or eUe the King could not ratify.; yet they being fuch Points as had

been impofliblc to be obtained here, and w'j'ierein I was leit at Liberty by my
Inlhuftions i this Difficulty had only been communicated to the Prince and

the Penfioner here, who had Confidence of fatisfyinghis Majefty in thofe Par-

ticulars, without making them publick j •^.hich they thought would have ill

Effefts upon the States at fo critical a Time in the Meafures between us.

Upon the 4th Current, Mr. Meredith., the King's Secretary of the Am-
balTy, who had gone over with the Treaty, -.irrived here, and in his Company
one Monfieur du Cros, ftiled tlX. London^ Envoy of the Duke of Hoijiein. Mr.
Meredith brought me an Initruction to let thi: States know, That the King had

rcfolvcd to give a Guarantee upon the Peace, to the Neutrality winch Spain

fhould entei-^upon towards the Enemies oi Sx'jeden; and that I had Command
to go immediately to Nimeguen, to acquaint the SivediJJ} AmbafTadors there

with this Refolurion of his Majelly, and en deavour thereby to induce them

to quit their Pretenfion of being reftored before the Evacuation of the Towns,
that ib France might be at Liberty to make tii at Pace towards the Peace. My
Inftruftions told "me likewife, that this was done upon Infinuations made his

Majelly hy dii Cros., who was fent at the fime time to the SivediJJ} AmbafTa-

dors upon this Occafion.

Dn Cros came to me, and told me, the Kiiig had taken this Meafure with
Monfieur Barillon., and fent an Exprefs over w.ith it into France : That he was
relblvcd upon the Peace, and, to that purpofe, had haflen'd me away to Ni-

inegueii; whither he {du Cros) hoped to attend rne. I told him, he knew his

own Times and Motions -, and that I fhould govern my felf in mine, by my
Orders and his Majefly's Intentions, as far as I underflood them. And fo we
parted.

I was in the grcatcft trouble in the World, whether to obey my Inflrufti-

ons, or firft acquaint the King with the Confequencc of them here. I ftaid

three Days after du Cros., before I went to Nimeguen; but at lafl was refolvcd

in the Point, by finding that dn Cros had made all publick here; was gone to

do the fame at Nimeguen., and had perfuaded the Sivedifi Commiflary to come
and tell me. That their Ambafladors had not. abfolutely defifled, but only

declared, that they would do fo, and expefted. my coming to determine them.

Upon all which, the Penfioner, as well as I, were both of Opinion, That it

was neceflary for me to acquaint the States w^ith what his Majefly had ordered

me, and to go away to Nimeguen; and not give the States of Holland Occafion

to believe, tliat I endeavoured to hinder his Majefly's Paces towards the Peace,

in fiivour of what they here fufpe6t, of the Prince's Inclination to carry on the

War.
On the 6th Inftant, I acquainted the States with his Majefly's Refolution,

and my Journey ; and on the 7th, I fet out to Nimeguen., where I arrived the

8th; and immediately found, that, on the 6th, the French AmbafTadors had
declared by Memorial to the Dutch., that they defifted from their Pretenfion

to detain the Towns till the Satisfaftion of Siveden., in purfuit of a Declaration

the S-ivedifi AmbafTadors had made to them about ten Days before. But the

French flill infilled upon the Dutch fending to St. ^uintin., to adjuft other

Points of the Peace. On the pth, the Dutch AmbafTadors gave their Anfwer
to the French : That the State could not fend to St. ^lintin, till the Peace was
figned ; but that they were ready to fign upon the Evacuation of the Places

and fliould be fo all the next Day; but after that ended, they could make no
farther Pace without his Majetly, whole Meafures taken with them by Treaty
would take place on the itth of this Month.
On the I iih in the Morning, the French AmbafTadors came to the Dutch ^

and in a Conference of five Hours, wherein they prcfs'd very much to keep
fome of the Towns, but found the Dutch obllinale in allj they yielded at lafl,

and
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and agreed to fign the Treaty, and both came to Us, the Mediators, to defire

us to fign with them. We asked. Whether Spain figned at the fame Time,
and were included ? and finding they did not, we refufed to fign with them,
or at all to intervene in the Treaty without new Orders ; fince ours direfted

us to all Paces necefiary for a general Peace, but not to any for a particular

one. We expoftulated with the Dutch for going about to fign without Spain^

contrary to what had always been his Majelty's and the States Intention; but
Monfieur Bevermng faid, he muft fign that Night, though he loft his Head}
and fo they did, between Eleven and Twelve a-Clock > the Inftrument having
been hardly finifhed by that Hour ; when our laft Treaty with Holland., for

carrying on the War, would have begun to take place.

Next Day they fell into the Bufinefs between France and Spain, wherein
they met with fo many Difficulties, by new Demands of the French, that they
confcfled, they found plainly the French Defigns in this Precipitation j which
was, that the Spaniards might not have Leifure to adjuft their Treaty, fo as

to fign at the fame time, nor the Dutch AmbafTadors have Leifure to fend a

Courier to the States for particular Orders, whether to fign or no without
Spain, and thereby to divide the Stales from Spain, and concluding their Peace
feparately with the firft, be obliged only to reftore Maefiricht, but keep the
Places in Flanders ftill in their Hands.
Upon this Monfieur Beverning told us. That they had made a Pace that had

ruined both the States and all their Neighbours ; and when he faid the fame to

his Allies, laid the Fault upon his Majefty, who had (as he faid from Fan Beu-
ninghen's Letter out of England) firft refufed to ratify the late Treaty without
Conditions that were not poflible for this State to admit; and by du Cros''s

Journey, had fatisfied the States what Meafures the King had taken with France

for the Peace, and how little was expe£ted from England as to any Rupture
with that Crown. Of all which we gave Account to Court.

On the 13th at Night I received by Exprefs the Notice of the Ratification

of his Majefty's Treaty with this State being arrived at the Hague, and Com-
mands to exchange them without thofe Difficulties that had before been made
by Secretary Williamfon. The laft Day allowed for this Exchange was the fth,

.

fo that if the Exprefs had, by Winds or other Accident, been kept Four and
twenty Hours longer upon the Way, or I had not gone all Night as well as all

Day, I could not have come Time enough from Nimeguen to the Hague, to

make the Exchange; and the whole Treaty, upon which his Majefty began to
put fo much Weight, had been out of Doors.
The Ratifications being exchanged in Time and Form, the Penfioner, with

the greateft Chagrin in the World, complained of du Cros's Journey, as that

which had ruined the whole Affair, by giving fuch Impreffions here and at

Nimeguen, as had precipitated the Signing of the Peace without Spain; and
told me, the Prince had never been fo troubled at any thing in his Life; and
that he doubted it would engage him in fome defperate Aftion. The fame
Night, being the ifth, I received Letters from England, telling me, they had
difcovered the Artifice of du Cros in that whole Bufinefs, and how mifchievous
it might prove; and that they hoped I had not purfued my Inftrudlions, as I

had certainly not done, if they had been fent privately to me, and the whole
Bufinefs not been communicated to him : But the Thing was done, and all I

could fay of it, was, that having found at my Arrival at Nimeguen, the Swedes
had aftually made the Pace towards which his Majefty feemed wholly to aim
by my Inftruftion; I had never faid any thing of it to the Sivedijlj Ambafla-
dors, and thereby left du Cros wholly difcredited with them and the French,

and all others there: And told them, that I found plainly, his whole Bufi-
nefs was a Fourberie; which fent him home railing at me, that I would not
obey my Orders, and that I was refolved to engage the King in a War, when
his Majefty was refolved not to enter into any with France.

On the 1 6th at Night, we received News of the Prince's bold Aftion near
Mons : For the Honour whereof, I will only tell your Grace, that the French
Ambafl'adors at Nimeguen had aflured me, that their Army was fo pofted.

Vol. IL Q^q q 2. that
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that if they had but Ten thoufand Men, and the Prince Fifty thoufand, he

would find it impoffible to attack them.

The Succcfs of it vou will have heard from many Hands j and found, that

after the Prince, no Man had a greater Share in the Danger and Honour of

it than my Lord Oj/oiy., who charged upon the moll defperate Pafs, and left a

great many Men and OfHcers behind him. For the Prince, all agree there was

not a common Soldier in the Army fo much expofed, leading up every Squa-

dron himfelf in the Wing he charged j and being the whole Time of the

Engagement, in the very hottefl of the Fire.

The Day after the Battle the Prince received the States Letters, giving

him an Account of the Peace being figned j upon which he fent to the Duke
of Ltixemburgh, to know if he would upon it raife the Siege of Mons ; for

which he took two Days time to fend for Orders, and then confented to do

it ; and fo the Affair ended, and the Armies retired to their Quarters. If

fome Mifcarriages had not happened in this Aftion from fome of the Confe-

derates, the French Army had certainly been broken that Day. And if the

News of the Peace being made publick, with fome other Circumftances, had

not prevented it the next, the Bufinefs would have come to a great Decifion

between the Armies; and with much Appearance of Advantage to the Dutch,

upon the Conjun6tion with a Body of frefh Englifl) Foot, which would have

had great Influence upon all Sides. But it was otherwife decreed.

On the ipth Letters came from England, but none to me from Court ; up-

on the Belief I might be at Nmeguen, as Mr. Secretary pretended. But the

Letters from Monfieur Fan Betininghen to the States laid, though the King
and Court had, at firft Report of the Peace being figned, feemed a great deal

furpriz'dj yet he had next Day talked with them, and found them very

well pleafed with it, and with the Conduit of the States : And a private

Letter to the Foreign Minifters here faid. It went fo far, that they were upon
the Point of difowning me and Sir Lyonell Jenkins, for refufing to fign the

Peace as Mediators.

On the zzd the Prince arrived here, and having been in the States the zjd,

where he was received with great Applaufe, he came to me that Evening ;

and after Complaints of their Ambaffadors having figned the Peace without

Spain.^ and the ill Confequences it was like to have upon the Affairs o^Chriften-

dum^ \\c faid, however fince his Majefty was pleafed with it, there was no-

thing to be done but to endeavour to include Spain in it, and afterwards to

drive it on to a general Peace; without which France having all their Forces

at Liberty on this Side, would in very little Time be Mafters of the Rhine.,

and all the great Cities upon it, from Strasburg to Cologn, if not to PVefely

and after that would foon be Mafters of thefe Countries and Flanders. And,
therefore, he defired, his Majefty would propofe a general Sufpenfion of

Arms, by his Ambaffadors at Nimcguen : Which I writ the fame Night to

Court, upon the Prince's Defire, and with the Reafons of it.

The next Day, being the 24th, Mr. Hyde arrived here, havirlg made his

Paffage in Twenty four Hours from London; and brought pofitive Inftruftions

with him to let the States know, how much the King had been furprized with

their Ambaffadors figning the Treaty without Spain; and with the difficul-

ties that ftill remained upon the Spanijl) Treaty, and the Evacuation of the

Places. That his Majefty was thereupon of Opinion, that the States could

not ratify that Treaty, by what they were engaged to by the laft Treaty I

had made here, to go on with the War.- And that if they were of the fame

Mind, and would fignify it to him, he would, within three Days after fuch

Signification, declare War againft France; and in all Points purfuc the laft

Treaty he had made with the States.

Wc acquainted the Prince that Night, with this Commiffion; and the firft

Word he faid upon it v/as, that he knew very well what Effcft this would
have had, if it had come three Weeks before, and inftead of Monfieur du

Cros : But what Effcd it would have now, he could not tell, farther than

that it would furprizc every Body. What he faid to me in private was,

That
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That we were too cold, and too hot j and that he wondred we had not ob-
ferved what they were always calling out to the Ststrfmen at Sea, Steidy^

Steddy. That all we could hope to make out of this, was but to keep up the
States in the Refolution they were in already, of not ratifying the Treaty
without Spiirt. But it had another Effett, at the firlt Noife, upon the Towns
here, and fo far increaled the Jealoufy of fome Concert between the King
and Prince of Ora?ige, for canning on the War, though Frj^:; ihould per-

form the Conditions this State had accepted, that the very next Day after

Mr. Hydf's Propofition, thofe of HoII.irJ paflcd a Refolution to fend an Am-
baOador immediately into Frjnct ; though under Pretence of knowing that

King's Mind, upon the Differences remaining with Spain: And the next Day
thofe of Jmfltrdam propofed to ratify the Treaty with Frsr.:^,, even with-
out the Inclufion of Sp.j:n. But the Prince's great Temper and Conduft hin-

dred both one and t'other : The firft, by the Voices of Five other Provinces
cgainft that oi HoJLindi and the other, by the reil of the Towns in HiUand
agamft that of jimlerdjm j and brought it to a Refolution, both ia the States

ot'HoIi.ind and Stares General, not to ratify the Peace without ^/j;;; j and to

order their AmbaiJadors at NiPiegutn to go as far as polEblv they can, ia

accommodating the Points llill in Difierence, which are imall and fewj
and upon which I fee no Likelihood that either Spain or this State will conti-

nue the V^'ar. So that if France will have a Peace, and not raife new Diffi-

culties, beyond their own Propolitions, I look upon it as muvoidable : And
there has not been one Time thefe Four Years pail, when we might not have
entered into the War with Advantage, belides this alone, when we have made
an Offer at it j and thereby, I fuppofe, broke our Mcafures with Fran:;, though
we have not taken them with the Confederates.

By laft Poft the King fenc Orders to Sir Lyjmll Jenkins^ at Nimeguen^ to
propofe a general Sufpenfion of Arms for Six Months j in Concxirrencc, as

Mr. Secrecary TfiUiamyii writes, with the Prince's Defire. But the Prince asks^

How this agrees now with Mr. Hydi's Propolition ? -\nd obfervcs, that when
he deiired it, 'twas before he knew any Thing of this laft Refolution of his

Majelly's} and, on the contrary, thought him pleafed with the Peace. Ia
fhort, whoever fhould take the Pains to lay together the Paces we have made
for thefe three Months paft, in this great Affair, would conclude, our Se-

cretaries of State never remembred one Day, what had been done the Day
before > or never cared what would be done the next. I am fo far from
fpeaking this with Dehgn, that I am, for my own part, refolved to lay at his

Majelly's Feet the Promife he made me a Year ago of that Employment, as

well as the EmbaiTy I am charged with : And fhould certainly have done it

already, but the Prince has engaged me to defer it till this prcfent Crifis

be over j and till he ihall have taUed with me to the End of this Refolution.

I have nothing more worth increaflng your Grace's Trouble, and ought to

ask Pardon for the Length of this. But I was refolved to give you once this

Light, by which the farther Paces of this Affair may be better diicemcd, even
at the Diftance your Grace is at.

I fhall only add, that in whatever Condition,

/ am,

My Lord,

I'twr Groit's, &c.

7^
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To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague^ Augtifl 30. N. S. 1678.

My Lordy

I
Have this Morning received the Honour of your Lordfliip's, in my Son's

Hands 5 the Contents whereof chiefly concerning the Prince, I thought

fit to fend it him immediately, though it found his Highnefs in the States of

Hslland, where the great Confultation, or rather Debate, was to begin, upon

the CommifTion Mr. Hyde brought over. Becaufe your Lordfhip pleafes to

fay, you are impatient to know what my Opinion is upon the whole, after

my Difcourfe with the Prince and Penfionerj I will add what I can think of,

that may give you any farther Light than I did in my laft, upon thisOccafion j

and, in fuch a Conjundture, may poffibly be done by fmall Circumftances,

fometimes better than by great.

The firft Word the Prince faid upon it, to Mr. Hyde and me together,

after he acquainted his Highnefs with his whole Inftruftion, was, that he

knew very well what Effeft this would have had, if it had come over three

Weeks ago, inftead ofMonfieurd'« Cros, but that he could not tell what
EfFeft it would have now, more than that it would furprize every Body

:

But that, for his own part, he v.as very glad to find the King in ihat Mindj
and thought it might do Good, and could do no Harm. And then faid all

that palled farther, of which Mr. Hyde gave you fo cxaft an Account laft

Poft.

The next Day, the Prince fpeaking to me, in private, upon it, at firft lift

up his Hands and Eyes two or three Times, and faid, Is it poflible that

this and du Cros's Bufinefs could come from the fame Hands ? That he found,

by Mr. Hyde^s Inftru£tions, the King was troubled about what he had done

in that Bufinefs ; but it was a Pace that could not be difcovered ; and that his

refolving to warrant the Neutrality of Spain had undone us all} for without

that, this State would never have done itj nor never have figncd without

Spain, if du Cros had not perfuaded them here, that the King had abfolutely

taken his Meafures with France about the Peace. That the Defign of du Cros''s

Journey was laid after Monfieur Barillon knew his Mafter had refolved to fign

the Peace, upon yielding to evacuate the Towns. That the End of it was to

fhake his Majelly's Meafures here, by making them believe he had taken them
abfolutely with France about the Peace; and to lofe his Majefty's Credit

wholly with all the Allies, by letting them know, he was refolved to bring

about the Reftitution of S^veden^ as foon as Holland was out of the War : And
to have me fent to Nimeguen, jull at the fame Time that I might have hin-

dred the Signing a Peace without Spain by my being here. That the French

Ambafladors had told Monfieur Odyke, immediately upon du Cros's Arrival,

that 1 had Orders to come away prefencly, becaufe I was making the War
here, while his Majcfty had taken his Meafures with France for the Peace

;

and that it was a bold Thing of me to ftay at the Hague, contrary to my po-

fitive Orders. The Prince added, that he knew, from a good Hand, by

whom this whole Bufinefs had been brought about ; and made very melancholy

Refleftions upon it. That for Mr. Hyde's Commillion, it would furprize

the more here, becaufe after this very Bufinefs, and the figning of the Peace

being known in England^ Monfieur Fan Beuningben had writ to the States,

that the King approved of what they had done, and was glad of it

:

1 hat it was too cold and too hotj and that, for his part, he always thought

of the Boatfwain in the Yachts which brought him over, who was all Night
crying out ftill to the Sceerfman, Steddy^ Steddy, which he thought was as ne-

ccdary in all Council, as at Sea. After this, he told me what Ufe he hoped

might be made of it (which I writ your Lordlhip lafl Poft) but that it

could not bring the State again into War, unlcfs France Ihould refufe to

fign
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fign with Spain upon fuch Conditions as the State fhould think Spain hadRea-
fon in ; or elfe refufe aftually to evacuate the Towns, or to change the thir-

teenth Article of the Treaty.

Thefe were the Prince's true Thoughts upon it. MonGeur de Lyra the
SpiniJJi Miniller, faid upon it, at firil, That this Refolution of his Majefty
was a Miracle wrought for Spain and this State, if they could be fo wife as to

make ufe of it; but that he forefaw the States would not: That the Thing
was gone too far fince the Signing of the Peace by the States Ambafladors,
and of the CefTation of Hoftility by the Prince > and that Spain could not hope
to better their Terms by it ; becaufe this State would not fall in with his

Majefty, unlefs France fhould refufe to evacuate the Towns, which he was
fare they would not do. So that what they could hope was, that the States

feeing his Majefty fo firm in it, would, at leaft, fecure the Evacuation of
the Towns to Spain^ as well as that of Maeftricht to themfelves : But that he
was afraid of this generous Pace in his Majefty having an EfFcft upon the
}cz\o\i{y oiJmfterdanj^ and fome of the other great Towns, had of the Prince,
and his Defign to contmue the War, in Concert with England.

The Marquis de Crana (who is the Emperor's chief Miniftcr in all thefe

Parts } and one of the beft, in all Kinds, that I have met with) told me
Yefterday, in private Conference, ^le la dofe eft trap forte ; and that it ha4
already increafed the Jealoufy of Amflerdam fo much, that they had given
their Opinion (the very next Day after Mr. Hyde"?, Propofition) to ratify the
Treaty with France. That the King had Reafon, in his Opinion, to fay, the
Cafe of our Treaty was fallen-, and that if the States were as defirous to con-
tinue the War, as his Majefty feemed now to go into it, they might make
the French Proceedings in this Matter a very juft Occafion, as not havmg per-

formed the Intentions of our Treaty. But that there was no Thought of
bringing them into the War upon a Chicane about Words, whether the French
Declaration were in Form, or their Promife in Writing. That befides,

there were many who wifhed well to the Thing, but did not know what to
make of this Boutade in England., and had no Confidence in it, fince what Van
Beuninghen and others had written the Poft before, about his Majefty 's being
pleafed with the Treaty ; and fo far, that he, the Marquis, faw a Letter out
of England^ by that very Poft, which faid, the King was fo much fatisfied

with it, that he was upon the Point of difowning Sir Lyonell Jenkins and me,
for having refufed to fign the Treaty. That, for his part, he looked upon
all as defperate : That France would faire quelque grand coup en Allemagne
thefe two Months ; and after the Germans fhould retire into Winter Quar-
ters, would come back with all their Forces into Flanders., and mafter it, in

cafe the Towns ftiould not be evacuated before that Time; which they would
endeavour by all the Delays towards Spain., and all the Artifices poffible to-
wards this State. That whatever came of it, he found his Mafter the Em-
peror was abfolutely refolved never to feparate himfelf from the Princes of
the Empire in the Courfe of the Treaty, but leave the Event to God Al-
mighty.

Laft Night late the Prince told me. That he hoped to have the Majority
of Voices, very confiderably, in this Provinces and the other Provinces en-
tirely, for not ratifying their Treaty till Spain had figned. That for his pare,

he would endeavour all he could, that they might not do it till Spain fhould
be ready to ratify at the fame Time : But that he could have no Hopes of car-
rying it any farther, unlefs France fhould refufe to conclude with Spain., upon
the Propofitions they had offered at Nitneguen, and which Spain had accepted.
That if they could, by his Majefty's Firmnefs, fecure the Towns in the Spa-
niards Hands, and thereby for the prefent favc Flanders: All that he faw to
be done, was to prefs the whole Bufinefs on towards a general Peace; fince
without it, after this State and Spain were out of the W^ar, he did not fee

what could hinder France from taking Treves^ Cologn, Mentz., and Strasburgby
though they fhould not invade Cleves and Juliers prefently: And that after

they had mattered the Rhine, they would foon do the fame by this Country
and Flanders. This
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This Morning I heard that five of the greatefl Towns in Holland, next

jimjicrdam,, and three of the chief of North Holland, as well as the No-
bles were certainly fixed in not ratifying their Treaty withont Spain: And
that'fomc of them were refolved to tall pcrfonally upon Mon^.cnr Falkcnevy

who had abfolutely governed jimfterdam in the Opinion they had taken, and

with whom Monfieur Fan Lewen had a fharp and perfonal Briiili, the lalt Day
the Stzics o^ Holland were aflembled. How late they may fit to Day I know-

not, but hope I may, before the Clofure of this Pacquet, give your Lord-

fhip fome Account how the Debate runsj though I do not cxpeft this Sitting

fhould end it.

Having given your Lordfliip fuch a particular Account of thofe Perfons

Thoughts upon it, which I eftecm moft confiderable here, and who are leall

likely to be deceived, I fhall not add any Judgment of my own, which ends

but in one Point I mentioned in my lafl: to your Lordlliip, that all Inilrufti-

ons his Majefty can give to any Man here, ought to be executed (and directed

to be fo) in Concert with the Prince, in cafe his Judgment upon them were
not had before: And Mr. Hyde is moft abfolutely of this Opinion ^ and wiflies

often, that fuch a Claufe had been in his, in caf he fiiould find the Prince

here: For Want of it he has been engaged to purfue his Inftruftions ahead.,

farther than he thought the Thing would well bear j and is in great Pain

what to do upon the laft Point of them, about his Majefty's Refolution to re-

call his Troops, in cafe the States fall not into his Majefty's prefent Mind up-
on the Treaty ; which the Prince and Penfioncr hitherto are of Opinion,
would be a moft deftruftive Pace to the whole Bufinefs.

/ am ever, ivith equal Pajfion and Truth,

My Lord,

Tour, &CC.

To the Prince EleBor Palatine,

Hague, September 8. N. S. i6yS.

May it pleafe Your Highnefs,

I
Received fome Time fince the Honour of a Letter from your Highnefs,
of July zp, by the Conveyance of my Lord AmbafTador Jenkins, and

ihould not have failed immediately to make that Return which became me,
in the Acknowledgments of it, if it had found me in my Station at Nime-
guen, as your Highnefs intended. But being divided between thefe two
Embaffies, and finding the Duties of them fometimes different, J cannot pre-
tend to charge my felf with any Parts of n)y Funftion, as a Mediator there,

while I find my felf engaged in another Sort of Figure, during my Abode
here. Befides, I was willing to fee what Paces his Majefty might think fie

to make or decline in the Bufinefs of a General Peace, before I gave my
felf the Honour of entertaining your Highnefs upon the Share you are like

to have in it. But fince the King has thought fit to propofe a Ccflation of fix

Months in Order towards it, I fhall prefume to tell your Highnefs my Opinion,
freely, upon thofe two Points, wherein Monfieur Spanheim told me, you were
pleafed chiefly to concern your felf.

For the Firft, about Philipshurg, I do not {ee how a Peace between ^rance
and the Empire can be purfued upon any other Foot, than what your High-
nefs propofes to your felf in that Matter; fo that I believe a General Necefli-
ty will therein ferve to advance and ro effcft a Particular Intereft v/hich your
Highnefs lays fo much to Heart, and with fo much Rcafon.

4 For
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For the other Pretenfion, Of Relief and Reparation of the great Damages
your Highnefs has fufFered by the Warj fince your Highnefs mtends (and, I
think, prudently) to infill no farther upon it, than by engaging his Majefly's
Oflices and Initances towards /V<?«f?i I think, your Highnefs will do better
ro procure them immediately by your Miniller at London^ to be tranfmitted
from Court to the King's Ambaflador at Paris^ with Orders to purfue and va-
lue them there, as a particular and domelHck Concernment which his Majefty
takes in your Highncfs's Interefts, rather than trufl: to their being handed
over to the King's AmbafTadors Mediators at Nimeguen, perhaps, in a Croud
of many other Princes Pretenfions, which may all be recommended in his
Majefty's Name, and by his Minifters there, but not with that Earneftnefs
and Diftmftion, which I Ihould be glad the Crown of England would exprefs,
upon all Occafions, in what concerns your Highnefs or your Family.

I beg your Highnefs's Pardon for fo long an Interruption, and your Belief
of my being ever, with great Devotion and Truth,

SIR,

Tour Highnefs's^ 8cc.

To my Lord Treafurer,

Haguet September to. N. S. 1 678.'

My Lord,

YOUR Lordfhip will have found by my laft to Mr. Secretary IVilliamfon,

what the great Affair here was like to end in } and by Mr. Hyde's this

Ordinary, that it has abfolutely taken that Ply which was then defigned by
the Prince and Penfioner, and approved by Monfieur de Lyra as all that could
be wifh'd } or, at leaft, that they could propofe to themfelves, after the

Courfe it has run for thefe two or three Months paft. The Circumftances
with which it was concluded Yefterday, may be worth his Majefty's Know-
ledge j and therefore, I thought fit to trouble your Lordfhip with them.
When it was propofed in the Form I mentioned in my laft, the Town of

Amfierdam oppofed it, and faid abfolutely, they had no Orders from their

Principals, farther than barely to ratify the Treaty, without other Circum-
ftances or Conditions : That for any Security could be propofed to the Spani-

ards in their Treaty, or, afterwards, for Flanders^ it was provided for fuffi-

ciently, in the Article between his Majefty and this State, concerning a Gua-
rantee to be given by them jointly for the Peace between France and Spain.

In this Propofition the Town of Amfterdam (which ufed ever to have one
or two of the great Towns in clofe Intelligence with them, and two or
three qf the fmall ones in a fervile Dependance) had now the 111 luck not to
be feconded by any one Town of the whole Province of Holland % but all of
thera run down the Deputies of that Town with fuch Violence, and particular

Refentment againft their Conduft in the whole Courfe of this Negotiation,
that they fufftred the thing to pafs without any farther Debate or Oppofition,

and to be drawn up with all the Strength that the Prince could defire, both as

to the Dutch Ambafladors declaring to the French at Nimeguen^ upon deliver-

ing the Ratifications, that it was done upon this Condition, that the Treaty
likewife with Spain fhould be ratified by the time limited, and afterwards

duly executed ; or elfe, that the Treaty fhould be wholly void : And alfo to

the States declaring to his Majefty, that in Default of fuch Performance, the

late Treaty between his Majefty and this State fhould take EfFeftj and, k cas

du traiU feroit tenu pour kheu.

Vol. II. Rrr In
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111 the whole Courfe of this Affair, which held in the States of Holland irom

three Ycftcrday Afternoon, till fix, and afterwards pafTed in the States Ge-

neral, all the Towns of HullamU except Amjlcrdam., as well as all the other

Provinces, declared in all their whole Dilcourfes upon this whole Subjcft,

that they owed the Peace and Reftitution of the Towns, and the faving of

riandersy wholly to his Majefty : That, without the lalt Treaty, they faw
plainly, France would have yielded to no Terms with Spain^ nor have made
good their own Offers, in feveral Points, to this State : That nothing but a

iirm Union of this St^te with England^ could make any Stop againlf the rti;

bition and Greatnefs of France-^ and, therefore, that they mult ever fticic

firm to the Alliance with the Crown o? England, and look upon it as their Sal-

I'ator; which was the Word that nm among them. And the Prince himfclf

told me, that he never faw fuch a Finnnefs generally among them, as was
upon this Point ; nor fuch a Confufion and Silence, as that of the Deputies of

^mftcrdam upon it.

After this was done, the Nobles o? Holland^ being the firft Member of the

Province, taking Occafion from a Proteft which the Town of Amjlcrdam had

put in fome Days fince, againll: thofe which intended to difficult or delay the

Ratification with France^ brought in formally a Countcr-proteft: againft the

Town of Amjlcrdam, ripping up their whole Conduft in the Courfe of this

AfKiir, laying this Peace at their Doors, and the ruinous Coni'equence of it to

the prefent i'rade of thcfe Countries, as well as to the Interelt of this State,

and the Princes their Neighbours and Allies } cfpecially upon the Points of
Ckves and Juliers; and protcfting the Town of Amjhrdam to be anfwerable

for all the Mifchiefs that could any way come upon this State, by reafon of
fuch an unfafe and infiimous Peace.

Upon the reading of it, Monfieur Valkever turned pale as a Clout, fo fas

every Body took notice of it > and after it was read, the Deputies of that

Town all confefs'd, that the Nobles had Reafon in all they alledged, and that

they had only one thing to fay for themfelves, which was, the Plea of Ne-
ceffity > having been of Opinion, it was impofllble for the State to fupport the

War any longer.

Thus your Lordfhip will find how true a Meafure I gave his Majefliy of this

Country, upon my laft Return from Nimcgiien after dit Cros's Errand, both as

to what EfFeft his JMa jelly's Steddinefs and Firmncfs would have in advancing

the Prince's Credit and Intcreft, and devolving the whole Dependance of this

State upon his Majcfty •, and likewife as to what Efi^eft every loofe Pace we
made with them, would certainly have, in throwing them wholly upon
France, even in fpight of all the Prince fhould be able to do in relhaining

them. I will only add now my own Opinion as to what will follow the Peace j

which is, that whereas it has been the General Thought, that the Prince's

Authority was kept up by the War, and would decline upon the Peace; I be-

lieve quite the contrary, and that it will very much incrcafe upon the Peace it

felf, becaufe every body will fee by the Courfe of Affairs afterwards, that the

Prince was all this while in the true Intercils of the Country; and that thofe

who advanced fuch a Peace as this, were certainly out of it, either upon Fac-
tion, or Corruption, or want of good Senfe : And by what I hear of the Town
of Amfterdam themfelves, I believe thefe two or three Men that have led

them in this Courfe, will certainly come, in a little time, to lofe their Cre-
dit : And I have fome Reafon to think, Monfieur Falkener would already be
glad to compound for that.

1 cannot but add one Word which pafied lafl: Night between the Prince and
me upon this Occafion ; which was, that I had not known a bolder Aftion,

of one that was counted a timorous Man, than this oi Falkener., to fet himfelf

up at the Head of a Party here in Oppofition to his Highnefs; not only in

regard of his Authority in the State, or his Appiiy from England; but chiefly

in regard of his Highnefs being fo abfolutc in the Interefts of the Country:
For otherwife, I Ihould not think it a bold thing, if Falkener were in it, and
his Highnefs out of it. Upon which the Prince replied. No; but on the

con-
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contrary, it would be a bold Thing for me to be out of it j and thofe that

have been fo, you will fee ruined, even by the Peace they have promo-
ted.

In ihort, his Majcfty's Firmnefs, and the Prince's faving of Mons^ have
brought the Thing to this Head, and left his Highnefs in the Pofture he
ftands. It will, I doubt not, continue, while his Majefty is firm and fteddy

in his prefent Meafures; and France is fo fenfible of the ill Pace they have
made in the firft Difficulty about evacuating the Towns, that the feveral Mi-
nifters of that Crown make it their Bufinels to clear themfelves of it i fince

they find it will not pafs here to throw it upon the Swedes > but I do not fee

how they can ever recover the Truft they have loft: by it in this Country, nor
the Credit of their Party here.

Your Lordfhip will find in Mr. Hyde''% Letter, two Points upon which the
Prince defired us to write this Ordinary ; one about the Satisfaftion of his

Debts from Spain^ by the Ceffion of Maeftrkht : The other about the Princefs's

Portion. The Introduction he gave them was, that now he faw all publick
Bufinefs draw to an end here, he would begin to think of his own.
Upon the Firft, I having feen his Highnefs fince Mr. Hyde^ I advifed a

Turn in it which he approved ofj that ys^as, not to pretend abfolutely a Cef-
fion of Maeflrlcht and Limhurg at prefent, but only that Spain fliould leave

them in the Hands of the Prince, till they found out a Way of acquitting his

Debts > the Difficulties whereof will, in all Appearance, put them upon this

Expedient themfelves : This I offered, becaufe I knew Monfieur de Lyra had
feemed much furprized and fhock'd at this Propofition this Morning from the

Penfioner j tho' I have Reafon to believe, they are not unprepared for it at

Madrid. The Prince defires the Orders his Majefty fends to his feveral Am-
bafladors upon this Subjed may run in that Form.

For the other, about the Portion, he defires his Majefty will either pay it

by the Proportions of Times agreed on, or elfe by fetting apart fuch a Sum of
the Monthly Tax given by the Parliament, and including this Portion as will

make the Payment within the Time agreed on, which is, I think, about 4000/.

per Month, there being one of the two Years already paft.

Your Lordftiip will have obferved in my laft Letter to Mr. Secretary Wil-
liamfon^ the Mention of one I had received from the King to the States and
my felf, about two Ships taken three Years fince by a Zealand Caper.

The Letters came through Mr. Secretary PVilliamfon's, Office ; but in fuch a

Stile, as Mr. Hyde and I were equally amazed, confidering the Game that

was playing here, whether this State ftiould take their Meafures with E.ngJand

or with France y fo we both refolved itfiiould firft be ftiewed the Prince. The
Matter was, of it felf, in a Way of being difpatch'd, and not in all above the

Value of two or three thoufand Pounds j and coming without any Line from

the Secretary himfelf, we took them to be Things of Form, and procured

only by the Solicitation of the Parties, and without any Refleftions ofhisMa-
jefty's. When I fhewed it the Prince, he faid, that he hoped I confider'd

the King's Service here, more than to deliver fuch a Letter : That he was
fure the King never faw it: That it was a Letter to have been writ in 1671,
when the King was refolved to quarrel with this State 5 and not now, when
he was fallen into Meafures with them. Nay, He was confident, Mr. Secre-

tary had taken the Draught of the Letters that were written then, and had
only chang'd the Names : That the States would certainly interpret it, that

his Majefty had refolv'd ftill to quarrel with them, and had taken his Meafures

again with France., which would make them try to do fo too: That in all the

Difpofitions of that King here, Zealand had ftill been moft inclined to Eng-

land., with whom this Breach is threatned to begin : For, entring into it with

the Admiralty there, was, in effeft, with the whole Province. In fhort, he

faid. It would be abfolutely neceffary to fupprefs the Letter, till I had far-

ther Orders i but that he would undertake this Bufinefs Ihould certainly be

done.

Vol. IL R r r 2. I fend
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I fend your Lordfhip a Copy of the Letter, which was diieci-ed to me, or

the Secretary of the Ambafl'y here in my Abfencej fo that if I had not been

upon the Place, he had certainly delivered it the next Morning. And, which

the Prince thought very hard to, a Copy of the Letter was given to the Pcr-

fons that folicite here ; fo that I was fain to defire them to keep it up to

themfelves, till they found whether I could do their Bufinefs or no without it.

This puts me in mind of repeating again what I writ to yourLordlhip upon my
lail Return from Nimeguen, of the Neceflity there would be, while his Ma-
jelly continues his Meafures here as they are, for his Minillers to a6t upon
Concert with his Highnefsj at leaft, till they had made a Reprefentation to

his Majefty upon their Orders, of fuch Confequences as could not be, or were

not forefeen in England when they were ifiued. I told the Prince, at his Re-

turn from the Campaign, the firft Time Mr. Hyde and I attended him, that

I had written to your Lordfhip upon this Subje£t, and what you had returned

of the Commiflion the King had given you, to afliue his Highnefs of his

Majefty's Refolution in it. The Prince faid to us both upon it, that, thfe

Truth was, if his Majefty confidered him as perfeftly in his own Iniefefts, it

ought to be fo ; and that the Prince ought to be the King's AmbafTador here j

and, in that Cafe, he fhould be able to ferve his Majefty: Which were juft

his Words j and I thought fit to let your Lordfhip know thfem j becaufc, not-

"withftanding what you were pleafed to fay, I neither obferve any fuch Direc-

tions to me fince, either in General, or in this Particular j nor any to Mr.
Hydey at his coming away ; though he brought an Inilruftion with him, which
would abfolutely have fpoiled the King's Bufinefs here, if, at the Prince's De-
fire, he had not fupprefs'd it. And 'tis a very hard Cafe for an Ambaflador
either to hinder his Matter's Service (perhaps ruin it) or clft, by fupprcfting

an Order, to lie under the Lalh of a Secretary, who, perhaps, would bfe

pleafed with making others fmart for his own Faults.

There is a Paper lately fent over to be prefented his Majefty fi-6rn the Lip-

tienhurgh Minifters at Nimeguen^ about a Difficulty they have met with in fee-

ing Sir Lyonell Jenkins^ though they pretend to have latisfied the Forms his

Majefty requires, as to the Competition with the Emperor. All I Yhall fay

upon it, is, that Sir Lyonell Jenkins is bound up by fuch ftrift Orders in thefe

Points, that I do not fee how he can pofiibly, with them, perform the Part of

a Mediator -, being abfolutely bound up already from feeing one of the Spanijh,

Danijh^ and Dutch Ambaffies, and now thefe of Limenburgh, fo much as in

third Places, or ordinary Converfation or Bufinefs. To either of which I

never underftood how fuch Orders fhould be tied, or why that fhould go any

farther than the Bufinefs or Vifits of Ceremony.
I ask your Lordfhip's Pardon for the Length of this Trouble, which was

intended only to give you fuch Lights as I thought might be necefiary, and
you would not, perhaps, receive from any other Hand.

I am tver.

My Lordf

Tour, <5cc.
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To the Duke of Ormond.

Hague^ September i^. N. S. I $78.
My Lord.,

Q I N C E my laft to your Grace, nothing hath pafled here, but what you will

I have forefeen, which ended with Mr. Hyde\ Propofition from his Majefty,
The States excufed themfelves from any formal Anfwer to it for fome time,
not knowing how the Difficulties between France and Spain were like to deter-

mine. The French Ambafladors at Nhnegiien feemed peremptory in their De-
mands, tfpecially of Beaumont^ and the Chatelenye of Aeth ; but at length
fubmitted themfelves to the Arbitrage of this State, as the Spaniards had done
to his Majelly and them. Monfieur d"Avaux came Poft hither from Nime-
guen to" fupport his Mafter's Right upon this Arbitrage, which was to be dif-

patch'd in five Days, fo as to make way for figning the Peace with Spain,

before the laft Day left for the Ratifications with this State, which was the
21 ft current. But before he had been two Days here, a Courier came to him
V. ith N'.-ws, that the King o? France had generoufly remitted both Points to

the Spaniards, without any Arbitrage, fo as the Peace was to be figned on Sa-
turday laft the 17th. This was done, and the States on Monday refolved to

exchange their Ratifications with France > but, at the fame time, to declare,

that it was upon Condition ef their performing the Treaty with Spain j if

not, this between them and France to be void. Before this, they refolved

likewifc to give Mr. Hyde and me their formal Anfwer to his Majefty's laft

Propofition, That though France had figned the Treaty with Spain., and theirs

with trance would thereupon be ratified, yet they had declared to his J.'iajcfty,

it was with this Refolution, that if France either refufed to ratify their Trea-
ty with Spairh, or to perform afterwards the Conditions of it, this State fhould
hold, ie cas du de, nier Traite avec fa Majejie pour ichii j and fhould be ready
to perform the Condition of it.

This was all the Prince himfelf propofed to bring it to here, fince the Game
had gone too far to be recovered in any other manner, and the Town of Am-
fierdam was againft this it felf

Upon the Exchange of Ratifications made at Nimeguen between France and
this State, on tVednefday, in purfuance of this Anfwer from the States,

Mr. Hyde embark'd Yefterday Morning for England^ and with him my Lord
O£ory.) refolved to fee your Grace in Ireland, before any Thoughts of return-

ing hither. All that is now left to be done, is, to enter into Guarantees with
this State for what remains oi Flanders ; and to try if the Progrefs oi France

upon the Rhine m.iy be prevented by any Steps towards a general Peace : the

firft whereof, and which the Prince is much concerned in, has been made
already, by his Majefty's Propofition at Nimeguen, for a General Sufpenfion

of Arms j which France yet refufes to come to upon the Score oi Sividen^ as

they give out > but, as others believe, upon their own.

/ am,.

My Lord,

Tour Grace^s, 8cc.

T9
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To my Lord Treafurer.

.
lUgue, O^ober 7, N. S. 1678.

My Lord,

BY my Letter this Ordinary to Mr. Secretary fFilliamfon, your Lordfliip

will find an Account of my late Journey to Amjlerdam^ and to the Prince

at Hoogflioore^ about 24 Leagues from this Place, with one part of the Errand

that occafioned it, and the Succefs of it. There were two other Occafions

which led me to it, that I thought not fit to mention in a Letter which muft
pafs fo many Eyesj referving them for your felf, and, by your means, for

His Majefty and Royal Highnefs ; fince one of them had its Rife in private

Confidence from the Prince > and the other from your Lordfhip's laft Letter j

wherein you feemed fo defirous of knowing his Opinion upon two Points of

great Confequence, which I thought it neceflary you fhould be fatisfied in

by the firft, without attending the Prince's Return, which was like to draw
out into feme Length.
Upon his Highnefs leaving the Town laft, he very earneftly recommended'

to me the making a Journey to Amfterdam-., not only for difcovering their

Minds there as to the Point of the Guarantee, of which I have given Mr. Se-

cretary an Account} but likewife as to the manner they are like to live with
the Prince hereafter, now the Peace is made j fince their Carriage in the late

Debate here about Maeflricht^ gave the Prince a Sufpicion, that they were re-

folved to do it declaredly, upon all Occafions, againft his Opinion and Inte-

refts, however united with the Senfe of the other Provinces, and even the

reft of the Towns in this. At leaft, he believed, Monfieur Valkener would
aft that Part. But, that his Highnefs might the better take his Meafures, he
defired to have fome certain Light, both as to his particular Refolutions, and
how he was likely to be feconded in them by Monfieur Hoeft j that is, how
far fupported, or where deferted in them. For the Town of Amjierdam is

abfolutely governed by thefe two Men, without any other Perfon fo much as

pretending, at prefent, any Share in it. I have had long Difcourfes with
them both, and not only together, but feparately j and, as the Prince thinks,

very much to the Advantage of his Affairs and Service here. Monfieur p'^al-

kenei; who is a very thoughtful, defigning, and covered Man, yet went fo

flir with me, as to lay plainly at laft. That, for his part, he fliould ever fhe%v

as much Rcfpecl to his Highnefs's Perfon and Interefts, as any Man in the

Country, while he kept within the eftablifh'd Conftitutions of the State} but
if, upon any Occafion, he fhould offer to go beyond them, he muft oppofe it

as fir as he could ; and believed, not only that his Town would do fo too,

but thiu they would be applauded in it by the other Towns of this Province j

who might yet in the States, upon other Refpefts, give Opinions different

from them: That there were two different forts of People for the Prince to

make ufc of here} One, that were fit to follow him at Court, in his Hunting
and Entertainments} Another that were fit for the Magiftracy of this Coun-
try, and had generally a Reputation not only of good Patriots, but of Men of
Ability and Honefty, and fuch as the People generally were content to truft :

That he he needed not name any fuch Men} the Prince could not fail of know-
ing them } for if he did not by his own obferving, common Fame would tell

him who they were in every Town : And that, if the Prince would have all

go eafy and unanimous here, he muft, when he had any thing to propofe in

the States, firft fend for fome of thefe Men from the feveral I'owns, and dif-

courfe it with them apart: If he found they agreed in Opinion about it, he
might reckon the Thing would certainly and eafily pafs in the States: If they
differed, he iliould then fend for them to talk it over with them together, and
tell them, he found they were of feveral Minds, and therefore, he defired

they would rcafon it with one another before hini} which would produce an
Agree-
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Agreement, one way or other, among them, as well as the Debates here in
the States had in a manner ever donej and accordingly his Highnefs mi^ht
take his certain Mcafures.

^

Monfieur Hoeff, who is a much franker Man, and of greater Credit, tho'
lefs Opinion than the other, went farther with me : For after feme Thini^s
of the fame Kind, about the Prince's confulting with Perfons trufted and
efteemcd in their Towns, taking his Meaiures previouHy with thole oi ysm^
ficrdam as well as other Towns, which were publickly known to be at his
Devotion ; not confining his Converfition to very few Perfons, and of ano-
ther fort, nor the Coniiiltations of Bufinefs to any one or two Men alone:
He ended with me, at laft, in this Conclufion, That nothing was fo neceflary
here, as a perfeft Union between the Prince and States, and the taking away all

Appearance of the leall: Difference between them) which would but \t.i France
in to the State, by fiding with one Party or other, and with either of them
juft as would fcrve their prefentTurn. That for his Part, he was fo fenfible of
this, and had fuch an Opinion of the Prince, both as to his Moderation and
his underftanding his own Intereft aright, to be perfectly joined with thofe of
the Country j that notwithftandmg all Jealoufies which had unhappily been
raifed here, or might be fo hereafter, perhaps, induftrioufly, he was abfolute-
ly refolved he would trull the Prince, till he ifiould fee him engaged in Courfes
againft the Interefts and Liberties of the State. That, in fuch a Cafe, he
ihould enter into the bonne partie^ and oppofe it according to his Duty ; But
that, in the mean time, he would not go about to hurt both his Country and
the Prince too, by increafing any Difference between them, upon Sufpicions,
or Jealoufies, that he did not fee a plain Ground for.

As to particular Occafions of Difference between the Prince and States,

now after the Peace, he would not fee any ; unlefs it fhould happen about a
fecond Reduction of the Army, and to fuch a Proportion as might be main-
tained by the ordinary Revenue of the Country. But when I told him,' the
time of propofing this was chiefly confiderable ; whether before they fhould
fee the general Peace made, or France likewife begin to difarm : And upon
this it felf, they ought to debate the whole Thing, privately, with the Prince
of Orange^ before they brought it into the States : He told me, he thought
I had Reafon, and he lliould be of that Mind : And ended with faying many
Things of the greatell; Efteem that could be of the Prince, and very much
Kindnefs to his Perfon and Interefts j defiring me to give his Highnefs the
AfTurance of it.

Upon my Report of all this to the Prince, he feemed to be extremely
pleafed with it, and faid, I had made a Journey to mighty good purpofe

:

And he fhould make fo good Ufe of it, that he doubted not to be able to give
a good Account of this Country, as to what lliould be their Part in the
general Concerns oi Cbrijlendom, provided his Majefty would be but Steddy in

the Purfuit of his Meafures here.

After this I fhewed him your Lordfhip's Letter, defiring to know his Opi-
nion about his Majefty's reconciling with France^ m fomething about Sweden^
and entring into Meafures with them, in behalf of that Crown ; and like-

wife about a Match with that King to Lady Anne^ in cafe it fliould be pur-
fued : The Prince read it twice over, and very thoughtfully ; and after fome
Paufe, faid, that he could not tell on the fudden, what to think of this Let-
ter. That upon his firft reading of thofe Lines about reconciling with Fra-nce

in fomething of Sweden^ he was as much amazed as the Stag was that Day,
at the firft Blow that was given him. That he had no Reafon to believe, by
the laft Letters he received from the Duke, or from your Lordfliip, that there

was any Change in our Councils in England, from the late Mcafures we had
taken, of prelerving Europe from the Defign of France upon it. That yet
he could not imagine how any Body fliould think we could reconcile with
France for reftoring Sweden^ without breaking all the Meafures we had lately

taken, and returning abfolutely into our former ones with France. That
this was certainly an Artifice of the French^ who faw they could not clofe with

us
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us direftly, upon any Thing between our felves, and fo they would ground ic

upon the Bufincfs oi Szveden; which would be in Effe6t the fame Thing, and

bring the Bullneis of Europe jull where it was four or five Years ago. That

Sweden made no Pace, nor ufed no Language, but as they were dnefted by

prnnce ; and fo he was furc they were in this. That the EfFeft of any fuch

Agreement between Us and France, would be the King's wholly lofing all his

Credit, not only with the Empire and Spain, as returning into the trench In-

tereils, by embracing thofc oi Sivcden, which were wholly joined with them,

but it would likewifc fliake it here too, and malic them return to the Opinion

they have fo long had in this Country, that the King would never heartily

break from France : And that the EflFeft of this would be, to make the States

run into the Interefts of that Crown, as a Thing which muft befal them,

and without Remedy. And that nothing could be more ruinous than this, to

the Affairs of his Majelty here, nor to thofe particularly of his Highnefs.

That upon any Meafures which could be taken between his Majelty and

France, for the relloring Sweden, the firft Aftion on the French Side mull

be the invading C!ez-c and fi-''cfel, and the reft of the Duke o? Brandenburgh's

Territories adjoining j which will not only let in the French into the Empire
on that Side, but make them in as great a Meafure Malfers of this Country,

(of which Clcvcs and Jiiliers have ever been eileemed the very Key) as they

could have been by their Conquefts in Flanders. And that his Highnefs docs

not apprehend how his Majefty can take part in fuch an Aftion; and which

muft have C^onfequences fo direftly oppofitc to all the Meafures he has lately

taken, and to the Offers he has made this State about the Security o( Ckves and

Juliers. That as far as his Highnefs underftands, his Majefty's Interefts, and

that of the Crown of England, are, after the Peace to enter into fuch Mea-
fures with this State, the Emperor, and the Princes of the Empire, as may
preferve Flanders, and keep France from overturning the World any farther

:

To live fairly with France, but to enter into no new Meafures with them j fo

that; upon any ill Talent oi France, about what his Majefty has already done

in the faving Flanders, he may have the Empire ready to fall into his Interefls,

as he has this State already engaged, by a dcfenfive League, in cafe of France's

attacking us. And for Sweden, he does not fee how his Majefty can go far-

ther than to induce them firft to a Sufpenfion of Arms, and afterwards to

fome reafonable Terms in a Peace.

That, for the Match between that King and Lady j^nne; his Highnefs

knows nothing againft it, if the King and Duke think it fit, unlefs it be the

Time of either doing or treating it j which he believes cannot be before the

general Peace is made -, becaufe it will otherwife have thofe Effefts before-

mentioned, efpecially if accompanied by Engagements with France ; unlefs

it fhould be treated upon the Foot of Sweden's confencing to fuch Terras of a

Peace, as the Confederates ftiould be likely to fall in with.

This was the Subftance of the fcveral and large Difcourfes which his High-
nefs made me upon this Occafion, and with much Concernment j dcfiring mc
to reprefent them to your Lordlliip, at large, as he would write, in lliort,

his Thoughts to you upon them by this Poft.

After this he took notice of the PafTage in your Lordfhip's Letter, about

the King intending to command my Return in a fliort Timej and liiid upon
it, that it could not be fit at the prefcnt j but that he would talk with me
about the Time of it, after the Evacuation of the Places in Flanders, and the

Treaty of Guarantee here fhould be finifhed: Which being the firft Steps af-

ter the Peace, would be of the greateft Importance, and declare the Inten-

tion of this State, as to their Meafures hereafter with England and with

France. That whenever I left this l^oft, it would be abfoluteiy neceflary for

his Majefty to have an AmbafTador here, and not a lefs Charafter, fince the

French were refolved ever to have one ; and that it would extremely import

his Highnefs what fort of Perfon he lent over : For unlefs it fhould be one

that might live in Confidence with him, and have Credit in the Country here,

'twere better have none at all, I am, &c.

4 lo
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To the Duke of YOKK^

Hague, OBober ii. N.S. 1678.
May itpleafe Your Highnefs,

I
Received Yefterday Morning, by Mr. White, the Honour of a Letter from
your Highnefs, with a Command which it will be very difficult to per-

form here; I mean, that of helping her Highnefs to be incognito in this
Place The Prince being yet abfent, and the Penfioncr too, I Ipoke of it to
Monfieur Fan Le'wen, who was hard to be perfuaded, that the Honours due
to her Highnefs by the States, upon fuch Occafion, fhould not be perfomed,
folemnly, at her landing. But having acquainted him with the Abfolutenefs
of your Highncfs's Commands, both by your Letter, and particularly, by
Mr. White, I prevailed with him to make no mention of it in the States, till

the Prince's Return : And this, I hope, may be to night, or to morrow at
fartheft.

For a Houfe to receive her Highnefs and Lady ^nne, with their Atten-
dants, there was no Choice at all in it ; and fo the Princels Dowager's Houfe
is making ready for this Purpofej and will, I doubt not, be in Order by to
morrow. I could not perfuade Sir Gabriel Sylvius and Mr. White to allow mc
any other Part in this Care, befides leaving the whole Houfe empty j which
I did early this Morning, and them, with the Prince's Servants, in all the
Diligence that could be, of preparing it for her Highnels's Reception j who
befides the Honour of fuch a Piece of Gallantry, will have certainly a very
great Satisfaftion in feeing here fuch a Princefs, as, in all kinds, I do believe

is very hard to be feen any where elfe. I wilTi the Weather but as fair as

the Wind, and then, I hope, this Adventure will be very foon and very hap-
pily atchieved.

I beg your Highncfs's Leave upon this Occafion, to give you an Account
of another Command I received from your Highnefs at my coming away j
which was, to fpeak at large to the Prince about fome Particulars in his Way
of Iving, and converfing here, that your Highnefs thought of great Con-
fequence to his Affairs in this Country. I did not find an Opportunity that
made way for it, till now of late, fince Matters here feemcd to fix a little,

upon the Conclufion of the Peace with Spain, which gave his Highnefs Occa-
fion of difcourfing with me feveral Times, upon this new Scene of Affairs j

and employing my Offices to difcover how the Town of Amflevdam was like

to live with him, after the Peace. I gave my Lord Treafurer, by laft Pofl,

a large Account of what had pafFed between me and the two ruling Bur-
gomafters there, upon this Subjeft } and fhall now only add to it, that having
reprefented all that Matter to the Prince at Hoogflooorc, and, upon that Occa-
fion, the full Scope of your Highncfs's Thoughts, he feemed extremely fa-

tisfied with both : And aflured me, that as there were many Applications

which might be made in a Time of Peace, and could not, while his Thoughts
were wholly taken up with the War; fo he fhould not now negleft them,
though he might hitherto have done it. That he fhould fall into a new Ply j

and that he doubted not to give a good Account of this State, in all the pub-
lick Concernments of Chriftendom, if his Majefly could refolve to be Steddy

in the Meafures he had fallen into of late.

I fhould not have given your Highnefs fo long a Trouble, but that I

thought you would not be difpleafed with the Knowledge of this Particular j

and in it my Obedience to that Command of your Highnefs, of writing with-
out Ceremony. I am very confident you will believe it to be without any at

all i when I affure your Highnefs of my being ever with the greatefl Paflion

and Truth that can be,

SIR,
Your Highnefs*5, &c.

Vol. IL S f f r#
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Letters 0/ i^/r William Temple,

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Hague, 05loba- n. N.S. i6yB.

SIR,
Since my laft of the 7th, wherein I gave you a large Account of my late

Journey to Jmjlerdam, and to the Prince in the Feloue j and what
Thoughts and Intentions I had met with in both Places, about the Bufinefe

of the Guarantee: I have likewife given part to the Penfioner of all that

pafTed there, with which he was very much fatisfied. But thinking it of the

lait Importance that the Thing fhould meet with no Difficulty, after it came
once to be propofed herej he was divided in the Opinion, Whether to let it

alone till the next Seflion of the State of Holland., which begins next Month ;

becaufe then it might be pafled in two Days Time, without fending it to

the Towns, the Deputies being here? Or, Whether the Prince, the Penfioner,

and Monfieur t^an Lewen to digeft the Matter with me here, into the Form
and Articles of a Treaty > and then for me to go with it, and engage the

Confent of Amfterdam to it, even before the next Aifembly of the State ?

He concluded, that we muft expeft the Prince's Advice upon it j and was, I

believe, the more fixed in it, by being himfelf refolved to go again out of
Town, after one Day's Stay here, jvith Intention of not coming back till

the Prince's Return ; which we now expe£t will be this Evening or To-mor-
row, fo as by next Poft I may poflibly give you a farther Account of this

Matter j and I hope I may, in the mean Time, receive his Majefty's Thoughts
upon that Proje6t in general, which I gave of it from the Prince and Penfio-

ner's Difcourles, about a Fortnight fince.

I told you in my laft, of the States Deputation, on Friday laft, to Mon-
fieur d'Avaux, about the Evacuation of Maejlricht, the General Peace, and

the Quiet of the Neighbourhood, efpecially Jtiliers and Cleves : I find by
Monfieur Fan Lewen, who was one of the Deputies, that his Anfwer was.

As to the firft, that he had yet no Orders j but would that Night difpatch

away an Exprefs, and hopes to give them fome Account of it within four

Days. For the Second, that his Mafter was well difpofed to the General

Peace, and a Sufpenfion of Arms in Order towards it, if his Allies could be
induced to it. For the Third, that it was a Thing the King his Mafter re-

fervcd to treat with the Ambaffadors of this State in France, where he had
expected them any Time thefe two Months, though they were not yet gone.
That, in the mean Time, the Proceedings of the Duke of Brandenburgh were
fuch in Pomcrania, as would of neceffity oblige the King his Mafter to invade

his Territories upon the Rhine j having no other Way to make a Diverfion.

Though what Towns he ftiould take there, would be without any Intention

of keeping them.
Monfieur Fan Lewen added to me. That he wondred to hear Monfieur d'A-

vaux fpeak fo frankly in this Matter, as well as in what concerned his Ma-
jefty's Mediation} That there was now no Need of it in any Thing between
France and this State ; and that in all things which concern their Neighbours,
or Allies, the King his Mafter would rather have the States to interpofe their

Mediation, than his Majefty. And he faid, Though it pafled in Difcourfe,

and not at the Conference, yet being a Man of Refcrve, he believed it

would not have been faid without Order, and being firft weighed.

Yefterday Monfieur d'Avaux let the States know, That the King his Mafter,
not to retard the Evacuation of the SpaniJJ} Towns, would draw off" his For-
ces now in Flanders, to Huy (a Town between Nantur and Liege) which he
intended to fortify j and finding there were Seven or Eighth hundred Men of
this State at prefent in it, he defired they would order them to march out,
this being a Town of the Empire j and the States being obliged by their

Treaty to aflift none of the Enemies of France. I find them here a little fur-

prized
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prized with this, and fomc Delays that are yet made in the Delivery of
Maejlrkht j but no Return, I believe, will be made, till the Prince be confulted
after his, to this Place. I am ever,

SIR,

To m'y Lord Treafurer.

Hague, December 6, N. S. i6jS.

My Lord,

Was fo infinitely obliged, by the Kindnefs and Confidence of a Letter I

had this Day the Honour of receiving from your Lordlliip, by Mr. Hales,

that I could not delay the acknowledging of it by this Poftj though to do
that as I ought, will, I doubt, be as hard to deferve it. And, I fear, to

interrupt your Lordfhip, at a time fo bufy as this, will be a greater Fault
than any Omiffion would have been. I had not before any true Profpedt of

the prcfent Scene j and though your Lordihip has given me fo much Light,
yet it ferves rather to reprefent the Sadncfs of it, than to difcover any Re-
medy to fuch fatal Diftempers as have been long breeding, and are now fo

violently broken out in our poor unfortunate Nation. God alone can be the

Phyficiun, who governs the Hearts of Pi'inces, and the Humours of People:
For to think of Advice from any other, in fo many crofs Accidents, both at

home and abroad, as meet to make up this violent Crifis, is too great a Com-
pliment to put upon any Man ; and if your Lordfhip could hope for it, in my
Opinion, it ought to be from your felf, who have been belt able to obferve

the Spring and Growth of this Diftemper, with the Diipofitions of the Body;
and by that, as well as by your own natural Prudence, muft be fitter than

any other Perfon to make a Judgment upon it. For my own part, it would
be more Prefumption in me than in any Man to offer at it, upon many Re-
gards ; befides that of the Diftance I am at, and have been fo long, and fo

often, for a great Part of my Life. Nor do 1 know one Quality to make me
fit for it, unlefs it be not only as near and as fenfible, but as unpaffioned, and
as uninterefied Concernment in the true Good and Service of my Mailer and
my Country, as any Man can have. And for this Reafon, and becaufe your
Lordfhip hath ufed inany times to ask me fo kindly, and hear me fo favour-

ably, upon fmaller Occafions ; and becaufe I take you to be equally concerned

with the Publick in this, it fhall go hard but I will find a way of telling your
Lordlhip, by fome Hand or other, and in very few Words, all that I have

been able to think upon it : Which can do no Hurt, becaufe you may forget

it as foon as 'tis done.

For any Accounts of Foreign Affairs, which your Lordfhip might have
expected if I had come over; the whole Courfe of my Difpatches, fince I

left England lad, will better inform any Body than I my felf could doj as

having been conftan: and particular, and thereby containing many Things I

have forgot. For the Qiieftion, you are plcafed to ask about the Peace, I

cannot add one Word to that fhort Account your Lordfhip will meet with, in

my Letter this Pofl to Sir Jofepb JVilllamfon -y unlefs it be, that nothing
feems to me, at prefent, fo necefTary in the Foreign Affairs, as for his Ma-
jefly to difpatch away fome Minifter to Spain, whofe chief Inftruftion fhould

be, to watch any Motion of Councils, or Negotiations there, for the Ex-
change of Flanders : To divert them from any inch Thoughts, by the great-

eft Affurance of his Majefly's refolving to take it into his conflant Care and
Protection : And fo to reprefent the State of our prefent diforders them-

V o L. IL S f f 2. felves.
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fclves, as not to diflieartcn that Court in the Hopes that his Majefty may
yet be able to perform efFcftually, what he intends, and promifes, in that

Matter. I think the Difp.itch of this io much the more neceffary, becaufe,

I doubt, the prefcnt Miniiler there may, in this Conjunfturc, be a very ill

Inftrument in fuch an Affair > and be potlibly inclined to promote other Ends,

in what concerneth that very Bufinefs of hlanden^ and any Exchange of it.

For Mr. Moiinta^ue^ I have neither deferved fuch Offices your Lordfhip

fpcaks of, nor ("hall trouble my fclf about making fuch Returns. I am in-

finitely obliged CO your Lordlhip, for the Enquiries you lay you will make;
and ihall be very glad to know my Faults, from my Enemies as well as my
Friends ; becaufe which way foevcr I find them, 1 fhall make the fame Ufe,

that is, to mend them. I Itand always upon the Ground of having never

done either an unjull, or ungentlemanly A£i:ion in my Lifej or an unfaithful

one to the Service of my Mailer, or my Country. And whoever may be

perfwaded otherwife of me, by Whifperers, or Malice, I fhall leave to their

own Opinions, till they pleafc to make fair Enquiries} and concern my felf

no fiirther in them nor the Confequences. Having, I thank God, at Heart,

neither Hopes to ferve, nor Faults to anfwcr for.

As to Sir Hcyiry Capel, I fhould be very forry to think he meant ill to the

Crown or Kingdom, becaufe I always thought otherwife of himj and cannot

reproach my ielf to have often been deceived by my Friends > and when-

ever I am, believe I have not more Reafon to quarrel with them, than with

my felf for choofing them. For his Unkindnefs to me, I will at Icaif, be as

julf, as I defire others to be to me; which is, to hear firll what he faith of

it, before I judge. For any to your Lordfliip, I iliall not eafily forgive;

becaufe 1 do not think you have deferved it, upon any publick Confidera-

tions; which are all that fhould lead him in this prefent Figure. For if

your Lordfhip had not ferved his Majelly, and the true Interefls of his

Crowns, with perfeft good Intention to both, and the beil; of your Power,

you have, I am furc, deceived mej which few of my Friends, I confefs,

have done : And, I am confident, your Lordlliip will never be of that

Number.

I arUi

My Lord^

Tour^ &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Haguc^ December 50. N. S. 1678.

SIR,

Since my lafl: of the tyth, I have none from you, the contrary Winds ha-

ving now left three Pacquets due from England. All the Towns of

Holland have agreed to the Advice of the States General, about deferring the

Reform, as I mentioned in my laft, except Jmflerdam alone. What their

Anfwer will prove at lafl, I cannot yet tell ; nor whether one Man alone, as

the Head of a fingle Town, will fct up direftly againft all the other Towns

of this Province, as well as againft all the other Provinces j and in a Matter

appearing to them of lb great Importance to the State. For though the

Peace be made both by this State and !/)<?/«, and though the trench have yet

raifed no Difficulties upon reftoring the Towns to the Spaniards, yet they have

declared, they intended to keep their Forces in Flande) s.^ till they are fatisfied

in what they demand, as remaining due to their Contributions, which amounts
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to near two hundred thouHmd Piftolcs. And for this Country, though they
have delivered up Macftricht^ yec they have demanded Hafelt and Alafeyck,
by which it would be cut oflF from the rcll of thefe Territories, and have this
Week polled themfelves between Macflricht and Hafj'dt on one fide, and
Macflricht and Mafeyck on the other > fo as neither Boat nor Waggon can <^o
from thefe Provinces to Maeftricbt^ but mult pals through their Qiwrters > and
that Town is not yet provided, in any proportion, ot Cannon or Magazines
neceflary for their Defence. Befides, it is known here, that the French Mi-
nifters and Officers lie ready to take into their Service immediately all the
Troops which this State fliall disband ; and the lall Letters from their Ambaf- Mr.Secre-
fadors at Paris^ gave them yet farther Apprehenfions of the Conduct they are '"7 Wil-
to exped from i\\& French. For Monfieur iJww/, who is oi Jmjierdam., ^^^^ liamfun.

was deep in the Cabal of promoting the Peace, writes plainly, that he ex-
pedts nothing from that Court, upon any of their Pretenfions : That they were
grown fo infolent with their Profperity, and the ill Pollure of all their Neigh-
bours, as not to trouble themfelves with giving Reafons, or receivino- them
upon any thing they treated. To this m General, he writes two Part^ulars
that were fomething more furprizingj the iirll was, that MonCicm Pompone
had told him, that the King his Malter had ordered him to take notice of the
Prince having turned out the Catholick Magiftrates at Maefiricht., and put in
Proteitants in their Room, as a Thing contrary to his Treaty with this State.
The fecond, that Monficnr de Louvoy had told him, upon Difcourfe of the
remaining Contributions of Breda^ that the King his Mailer had heard what
the Prince of Orange had faid to the States in the Deliberations upon that Mat-
ter : E( k trotivoit manvais, £5? que Ic Prince a'voit park' trap fiercment. Upon
the firlt Point, the States Deputies thought fit to difcharge the Prince, by ta-
king upon themfelves what he had only afted by their Orders, and to defend
their having afted nothing contrary to the Treaty, or innovated any thino-
in Matter of Religion at Maeflricht; but that, on the other fide, the French
had no Right to concern themfelves in what the States did in the Government
of a Town, which was now become again their own. Upon the fecond Point
which touched only the Prince, his Highnefs faid, that thouo-h the States
knew he had never fpoke any thing upon that Occafion, which might deferve
that Term, yet he was of Opinion, no Anfwer fliould be made upon it; That
he was born in a Free Republick, and that it had fo continued hitherto • He
could not tell how long it might do fo, at the rate they were now treated ; but
that, while he lived in it, he would, according to his Duty, give his Advice
and fpeak his Opinion freely in it, without giving Account to any of what he
faid, but to God alone.

Thefe Particulars have yet gone no farther, than the Deputies of Foreign
AflRiirs, and fo you will pleafe may not yet be publick: But they have occafi-
oned very melancholick Reflexions among them, conlidering what a Condi-
tion this Peace has already brought them into, and what firther Confequences
they may expeft of it, upon the unhappy Poilure of A.&in-s m England, from
whence alone they were to hope for Support. You will guefs by your Dif-
patches this Poll: from Nimeguen^ at leall, as well as we can hear, what Ifiuc
may be expefted from the Parties beginning to enter into Conference there.

For my part, I am able to make no Conjefture, nor, whether a Peace with the
Emperor, will contribute to the Safety, or increafe the Danger of thefe Coun-
tries, and the SpaniJJj Netherlands, if the French Army continue polTefled of
Liege, and the other Parts neceflary for their making War upon the Duke of
Brandenburgh, as they pretend, in Favour of the Swedes.

I am ever, Scc.

1»
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To Sir Lyonell Jenkins.

HC, January 20. A^. S. 1678-9.

My Lord,

I
Have this Morning your Letters of Yeflcrday's Date, with the inclofcd

Papers, by which I am apt to conjefture, that the Peace between the

Emperor and France is drawing towards a Period ; and, very probably, by

the laft of this Month, being the Term laft hmiced by France upon the prefenc

Conditions : I fliall therefore prepare my felf for my Journey towards you,

and begin it when you find it neceflary for me, to afifl at the Signing of the

Peace, and what other Ails floall necejfarily require a Riorum of our Commiffion.

Which are the Words of the Order I received upon this Occafion, in a Letter

from Mr. Secretary Williamfon, dated the ipth of October paft.

Your Lordfhip, I find, apprehends whether you Ihall have Notice given

you by the Parties, of their concluding the Affair Time enough to give me
Warning for my Journey ; which, with the other Complaints you make, of

the little Confidence you are in with them, makes me doubt, whether their

Intentions be, that we fhould fign or no : For, by their own firft Draught of

the Preface, it was plain, they did not intend it: And though your Lordiliip

received Orders upon that Point, To make no Difficulty to fign as Mediators, in

Mr. Secretary's Letter to you of October ipth, and farther Orders about the

Part his Majefty expefted in the Stile of the Preface, by his Letter o{ Decem-

her :d, yet 1 do not find by any of your Letters, that the Parties have either

expreffed their Defire or Intention, that we fhould fign as Mediators, or their

AfTent to what your Lordfhip propofed as to his Majefly's Part in the Prefice.

I have other Reaions to be a little doubtful how this Matter may pafs, and

one particularly this very Morning from Monfieur d' Avaiix, having laid, in a

Conl'erence with the Deputies of this State, upon Difcourfe of the Treaty,

That the Parties now treating being of the fame Religion, the whole Bufinefs

was in the Nuncio's Hands. I have likewife the Opinions others here be-

fide my own, that it would be to expofe the King's Honour too much, for

me to go exprefly upon the Place to fign the Treaty, and when I came there,

not to be admitted to it. Therefore to clear all this Matter, I humbly offer

to your Lordfhip, whether, feeing the prefent Approaches between the Par-

ties, you will not take Occafion to let them know, that having formerly ac-

quainted them with the Orders you had received, to be ready to fign the

Treaty, and with the Part his Majeily pretended, in that Cafe, to have in the

Preface j and finding it nccefiary by our Commiflion, that two of us fhould

be prefent at the Aft, you defire to know both their Intention upon it, and

the Time they are like to be ready, to the end you may give me notice early

enough not to fail attending that Service, according to the Order you know
I have received. They cannot, I luppofe, make any Scruple to give you a

clear and plain Anfwer to llich a reafonable Qiicftion ; and thereupon your

Lordfhip's Meafures and mine will be eafily taken : for, your Lordfhip, I

know, will not fail of giving me Advice by the firll, and fhall not, God
willing, fail of beginning my Journey accordingly. In cafe any thing fhould

happen to make them fign of the fudden, without Warning to either of us,

I fuppofe, if they defire we fiiould have our Parts in it. Room may be left for

the Mediators to fign afterwards; fince it is not a Thing material, as to the

Force of the Treaty between the Parties. If they will underfiand it other-

wife, I fuppofe, it will be to avoid our Signing, in the civileft manner they

can. For, upon the whole, the Judgment which is here made of this Treaty,

is, that neither of them like it : and though it is Neccflity alone which
could have brought the Emperor to thelc Terms j yet France is perfedly

taken at their Word, and is fenfible enough of the Advantages they are like

to
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to lofe, in not purfuing the War with the Emperor, now Spiin and this Goua-
try are out of it.

/ am ever^ Sec.

POSTSCRIPT.
I defift, what I fay of Monfieur d'Jvaux having told the Deputies this

Morning, may not be taken notice of, becaufe it was given me by one of
them in Confidence.

To my Lord Treafurer.

Hague, January 24. A^. iS". 16^9.
My Lord,

I
Had the Honour of one from your Lordfliip of the 7th, and deferred not
upon Receipt thereof to make that Ufe of it here, which you intended}

and was, indeed, in a manner, neceflary for his Majefty's Service and Juftifi-

cation, as well as your Lordlhip's. I communicated the firft part of it to fome
of the States who are in chief Credit here, and to the Imperial and Spamp Mi-
nifters, who all took notice of thofe Claufes in it, which fhewed how great

Advantages might have been made by bargaining for any Towns : How no
Conditions were propofed, but fuch as were approved by Spain and Holland j

and how the Thoughts of making any Advantages of that it felf, were enter-

tained only at the Perfualion of Mr. M e. And in the feveral Converfa-
tions I have had upon this Subjeft here, I may afliire your Lordfhip, all was
done with the Succefs you defired. For the Prince, who was gone from
Utrecht to Arnheim, about the Time I received your Lordfhip's Difpatch, I

thought there could be no way fo good of performing your Commands towards
his Highnefs, as by fending him the Letter it felf, by which he would beft fee

how much you were concerned both in his good Opinion, and in his particular

Affair of the Money due to him j which, I am fure, could not have been by
me fo well exprefled, as in your Words. You will, before this Time, have
been fully fatisfied, by the Letter I fent you inclofed, how much the Prince

was concerned in your Part of what lately happened in England; and how lit-

tle Reafon you had to apprehend any Change of his Highnefs's Opinion in

what concerned your Lordfhip upon that Occafion : And, I know very well,

he writ that Letter with kinder Intentions, than only of making you a Com-
pliment at that Time. For the Money, he never faid one Word of it to me
in feveral Converfations about thefe Matters, farther than complaining of his

own ill Luck, fince he was fure to have received it within four or five Days,

at the Time when that Trouble was given your Lordfhip there > which he
reckoned upon as what muft certainly delay it, till fome better Settlement in

his Majefty's Affairs, and efpecially that of the Revenue.
Having acquitted my felf of the Duty I owed your Lordlliip upon that firft

part of your Letter j I find another I owe to his Majefty upon the latter j of

which I defpair of being able to acquit my felf as I ought to do, or as the

Senfe of fo great a Favour juftly obliges me to. The Diflindion his Majefly

is pleafed to make between me and other Men, both in elleeming me fit for

the Difcharge of fo great a Truft, and in offering to be himfelf at the Charge of

Mr. Secretary Co'ventry'% retiring out of it ; is what, I am fure, I fhall never liv.e

to forget, though I can never hope to deferve } and therefore mufl: beg of your

Lordfhip to affill me in making the heartieft and humbleft Acknowledgments
to his Majefly, that any Servant can make to the beft Mafter in the World.
After this is done, I am very forry that 1 muft make fo true and plain a Con-

feffion
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fefllon of my felf, as I am forced to do upon this Occafion. If I found my
felf capable of doing his Majcfty the Service that would become me in fuch a

Poft, I fhould eiteem it the greateft, and, indeed, the only Happincfs that

could befall me at this Time, and in the poor Remainders of my Life. But

the fcnfiblc Decays I feel of late in my felf, and which muft increafe every

Day with my Age and ill Health, and make me abfolutely dcfpair of acquitting

my felf as I ought, and would be neceflary for his Majefty's Service, in a Poft

that requires not only great Abilities, but good Health, and all the Applica-

tion that can bej neither of which I can any ways promife either his Majefty

or my felf And I may pretend to be fo honell a Man, as never to make fo

ill a Bargain for fo good a Mailer > which would be like felling him a Horfc

very dear, that I knew to be old and reftiff, and not at all fit for the Service

he defigned him. I beg your Lordfhip to reprefcnt this to his Majefty, not

as an afte£ted Modefty, nor as a Speaker's Form of difabling himfelf when he

is chofen. For your Lordfhip may pleafe to remember, I writ the fame thing

to you fix Months ago : And Mr. Hyde knows very well the Thoughts of this

kind he both found and left me in at his laft being here. The Seafon I have

fince pafled, in a Place fo unkind to my Health, has given me a great deal of

Reafon to continue them, and to think my felf not at all fit to enter upon fo

great and laborious an Employment, or even to continue this longer than the

Spring} beyond which Time I can forefee little Ufe his Majefty can have of

me here. And whenever he ftiall pleafe to end it, I doubt not but he will

give me Leave to feek for a little better Health in fome warmer Climate > and,

I am fure, he fliall never find a better Subjeft, how ufelefs % Servant foever I

may have been > and that none ftiall ercr make more paflionatc Wiftics for his

Happincfs and Safety, than I fhall do all the Days of my Life.

I cannot end this, without making your Lordftaip likewife my particular

Acknowledgments for your Favour and good Opinion, which I Ihall ever

eftcem among my beft Poflcflions. But having had the Honour of your

agreeing fo often with me in what we have talked of, I cannot but be confi-

dent, that if you knew me as well as I do my felf, you would be perfeftly of

my mind in this Matter j as I fliould be of yours, if I found my felf indeed

what your Lordfhip is pleafed to efteem me. That which, I hope, we both

agree in, is, the Belief that you can never meet with a greater and fincerer

Paflion, and that wherewith I have been fo long, and ftiall be,

Toursy 8cc.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

Rhenen, February 6. N. S. 1679.

SIR,
UPON this Day Se'nnight I received at the Hague an Exprefs from Sir Lyo-

nell Jenkins, prefting me to come away immediately to Nimeguen, upon
the Aflurance he then had, the Treaty would be figned there the next Day,
and that my Prefcnce would be neceflary to make up a Commiflion at that

Time. Whereupon, finding my Orders exprefs in that Cafe, I parted the

fame Day from the Hague, and made a ftiift to get to Nimeguen the next,

being Tuefday at Night. The Thurfday following I went to the Prince of
Orange at Arnheim, upon a Letter from his Highnefs, and returned fo late

that Night, as to have no part in the Difpatch by that Ordinary, which was
the zd. 1 have mifs'd fince my laft to you from the Hague. I communica-
ted to his Highnefs the Orders I received by Yours of the 14th paft, which
came to me the Day after my Arrival at Nimeguen. He was very ready to

perform the Part his Majefty expected from him upon that Occafion j but

faid,
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faid, I knew very well he had never been able to hinder Libels and Pafquins
from being printed here againft himfelf, and fo could not aOure me of hin-
dring them againft his Majefty; but that he would endeavour it, and hoped
he might be able to do it at Utrecht, but advifed me to addrefs my felf to the
Magiftrates of Jmflerdam, where he could not undertake for it. He took
Occafion to tell me, That the Penfioner of Amflerdam had been with him the
Day before, upon the Eleftion of the Schepers for this Year : .That falling
into the Difcourfe of the Affairs of England, he had told him, that the Ge-
neral Report and Belief at Amflerdam, was, that the great Preparations made
by France in their Sea Ports, were to make the King Mafter of his Parliament}
and that was the Reafon we took no notice of them in England. I took this
for a Libel fpread here by the fame Hands from which you expefted they
ihould be fent and printed to be fpread in England; but the Prince faid, He
had reafon to believe it was given out by the French., to damp all Hopes that
this State might have of any Support from England: And that he had received
two Letters upon the fame Subjed from Jmjlerda7n, before the Penfioner of
that Town had told him of it.

I fhall not need tell you of the Peace having been fign'd laft Night about 10
of the Clock, between the Emperor and France, and agreed to be fo this Day
between xht Fmperialifis and Swedes: You will know the whole Courfc of that
Affair, with all Circumftances, by an Exprefs this Day from my CoUegue,
and how unneceffary a Journey I have made in the worft Scafon that I ever felt

and upon pure Obedience to the Orders you fent me : For I had no Reafon to
think the FmperiaUfts would yield a Point they had ever contefted, and there-
fore, 1 had defired my Collegue to inform himfelf of it before he fent for me.
'Tis now pafl, and I have only Reafon to be fatisfied, that all was agreed to by
the Parties which you feem'd to defire for his Majclty's Honour in the Preface
as well as for his Inclufion in the Treaty. This Morning I left Nimcgiien, and
thought to have reach'd Utrecht this Night j but the Ways are almofl impaf^
fable for a Coach, by the great Drifts ot Snow j fo that all I can hope for, is,

to be there To-morrow Night. From thence, I refolve to go to yimflcrdam,
and fpeak with the Magiftrates in both Places, about fearching and preventing
what you apprehend from thofe PrefTes : And becaufe I am not like to be in

Holland Time enough for next Ordinary, I difpatch this away to Utrecht by
Exprefs, in hopes it may get Time enough to t)\Q Hague, to go away with the
Ordinary To-morrow Night, that fo you might know fomething jof my Moti-
ons, as well as of my late Omiflions, which have been occafioned by them.

I am ever, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

Haguet February zi. N. S. 1679.

My Lord,

Aving fince my laft had feveral Occafions of difcourfing with the Prince

upon the Subje£t of your Lordfhip's laft Letter, and the Account you

were pleafed to give there both of his Majefty's Condud, and your own, in

thofe Negotiations which were fo much talked on of late i his Highnefs was

very full in his Expreflions of juftifying your Lordfhip upon having done no-

thing but with his Majefty's Order, even in Writing; and could not talk of

Mr. M 's Part in it, without the greateft Indignation in the World.
JFor the Thing it felf, he would fay little, but, 'Ihat it was paft, and fo 'twas

to no purpofe to talk of it ; That no body had any thing left to do fince the

Peace, but to play an ill Game the beft they could, and fo he refolved to do

here} but nothing he could now do would fignify much towards the common
Vo L. n. T t t Safety,
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Safety, unlefs England could grow into a Pofturc of being more united at Home,

and more confidercd Abroad, than they feemed likely to be by the prefenc

Courfc of our Affairs ; which he ever talks of with great Concernment. Since

the Commiilion I received to go again to Nimegiien^ to continue there the

Figure of his Majefty's Mediation, upon the recalling of Sir Lyomll Jenkins^hc

was very inquifitivc into the Reafonof it; which I could not give him ; ha-

vin<^ received barely a Comraiflion to aft alone in that Function, and three

Lines only from Mr. Secretary Williamfon, to tell me, he had fcnt it by his

Majefty's Order. All we could guefs, was, the Defign of fparing fo much
Money, by ending Mr. Hyde's and Sir Lyonetrs Ambafly, now the Peace wasfo

near concluded, and continuing mine only for the Decency of the Mediation,

till the 7\flembly fhould break up. And the Prince faid upon it. That he

hoped, however, the King might make fome good Ufe of it ; and fince the

Peace of the North would certainly be made, now the Emperor's was fo, he

thought it would be very much better, that his Majclly fhould make it, than

France, efpecially that between BrandcnbHtgh and Sweden j and thereby endea-

vour to draw fome Dependance of thofe two Princes upon himfclf after the

Peace, which, he doubted, would otherwife fall on France : He faid befides.

That he would think of this Matter within two or three Days, and tell me,

if not write into England, what fhould occur to him upon it, before I went

to Nimeguen: And, that the fooner the Peace of the North was now made, the

better i that France might thereby have no longer a Pretext of keeping the

feven Towns in Cologn, Juliers, and Liege i whereby they are ported fo, as to

awe this Country and Flanders, and to be ready for any new Defign upon

them.
In this Conference, and one before, hisHighnels dchred me to write to your

Lordfliip, and put you in mind of his Money j concerning which you hadex-

prefled fo great Concernment in your laft to me. His Highnefs (liid, he did

not doubt but this Sum might be eafily advanced upon that Aft which pro-

vided for it, in cafe the whole Security were not engaged fome other ways,

which he hoped your- Lordfhip has had the Kindnefs and Juftice to pre-

vent.

In the midft of your Lordfhip's great Affairs, I know very well, I ought to

give you as few and as fliort Troubles as I can j and therefore fhall not

lengthen this beyond the Affurances of my being ever,

My Lord,

2our, Sec,

To the Earl of Sunderland.

Hague, February, 28. N. S. 1679.

My Lord,

ON Saturday laft, I received the Honour of one from your Lordfhip of the

nth, and this Morning another of the 14th} both of them bringing me
his Majefty's Command for my immediate Return} and the laft, a Letter of

Revocation to the States General. I have this Afternoon communicated both

to the Prince, who finding me prefs'd to make fo much Diligence in myJour-
ney, has made it formally his Defire to me, That I will go away, without ta-

king notice here of my abfolute Revocation, or, thereupon, any formal Leave
of the States, which, he fays, may be done as foon as I am there, if his Ma-
jcfly pleafes •, and about the Time my Lord Ambaffador Jenkins fhall arrive

here. His Highnefs takes this to be a Point fo important to his Majefty's Ser-

vice, and to his own Interefts here at this Time, which, he fays, are the fame

with
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with his IVTajefty's, that he is fure (as he is pleafed to fay) the King will give

him leave to govern fuch a Circumftance as this isj and therefore fays. He
will take it upon himfelfj and his Majefty will know theReafons when I have

the Honour to attend him. I confefs, I could fee no Prejudice in this to his

Majefty, nor to any, unlefs my felf (on the Account of the ufual Prefents

upon a Revocation) ; I therefore confented to it j and ihall thereupon be ready,

I hope, to embark To-morrow, or next Day, if Wind and Weather fufFer me»

Though the Prince had not defired this Way of parting, I have another Reafon
would, of Neceffity, have engaged me to it j which is, my being fo much
indebted here, by not having received my Money fince my coming over in

July laft, that it would have been impoflible for me to have carried my Goods
and Family away from hence, without attending the neceflary Difpatches

from the Exchequer > which, I doubt, by the Stile of both your Lordfhip's

Letters, preffing me to fo much Hafte in my Journey, would not have pafled,

with his Majefty for a good Excufe of my not coming away.

The common Occurrences will be tranfmitted to your Lordftiip by Mr. Me-
redith, as has been ufual : So that, after having very heartily given your Lord-
fhip Joy upon your Entrance into an Employment of fo great Weight and
Confequence to his Majefty's Service, with my true Wifhes of all the Satis-

faftion that can be from it, both to his Majefty and your felf, I fliall end with

the Profeflions of,

My being ever, &c.

The Private Letter of the fame Date, to the Earl

gf S d.

IMuft leave it to Time to tell you, whether yoUr Letter as Secretary of
State, and acquainting me with his Majefty's having fent for me over to

enter upon the fame Poft, were as welcome to me, as, I am fure, it was fur-

prizing, after my Preparations and Thoughts had been turned for a Week to-

gether to Nimeguen. But I cannot forbear afluring you, in the mean 1 imc,

that nothing could be welcomer, than a ftiort one I received with it from my
Lord Sunderland i by which I found he was pleafed with the new Employment,
and not unfatisfied with the Profpeft of our Affairs. I take your Lordinip to

be fo good and univerfal a Judge, that I cannot eafily believe you fhould be
deceived in what concerns either the Publick or your lelf ; and therefore can-

not choofe but raife from it good Prefages to both : Otherwife, I confefs, I

fee nothing to change my Opinion of publick Affairs, or my Refolutions as to

my own Part in themj though, I find, my Friends have fo different Thoughts
of both. I wifh I may find any thing to undeceive me when I come over. In
the mean Time, I fhould be infinitely glad to contribute more than my Wifhes
towards the Ends you feem to propofe your felves. And if I could think my
felf capable of doing it, neither the King, nor your Lordfhip, would find a
truer Servant. In the mean Time, I will only fay, that among all you have,
there is none can take more Part in all that concerns your Lordfhip, nor that

can be more unfeignedly than I am.

My Lord,

Tour, 8cc.
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J14 Letters <?/ Sir William Temple,

To my Lord Treasurer,

Hague., February 28. N. S. i6y9.

My Lcfd^y

I
Received laft Saturday the Honour of one from yourX.ordfliip of the iithj

which, I confefs, furprized me more than any I ever had from you j

coming not only after my Orders and Preparations for Nimeguen^ but after my
Wife had told me from your Lordfhip, how all that Affair had pafled j and
after I had written to her, how infinitely fenfible I was of the Obligations I had
to your Lordfliip in the whole Courfe of it, and how perfeftly I was fatisfied,

as to my felf, with the Ply it had taken. Time alone mull: tell, if either his

Majefty or I have Reafon to be fatisfied with the Change he has fince made in

that Meafure, which will depend upon the Succefs of it, and of my being of

the Ufe defigned in fo great a Poft, towards thofe publick Ends, that, I am
confident, your Lordlhip aims at in it, and which none can anfwer for. I wifh
to God I could deferve half the Honour his Majefty does me by his good Opi-
nion j for I never can the Kindnefs of your Intention (whatever may happen)
though no Man can be more fenfible than I am of it. For the reft, I ftiall not
trouble your Lordfhip farther with any Difcourfes upon that Subjc6t, being

like to have the Honour of waiting on you fo foon: For, I hope, God willing,

to go aboard the Yacht To-morrow or Wednefday^ if Wind and Weather fuf-

fer me : And, with your Lordfhip's good Leave, fhall make my firft Step into

the Cockpit j where you will then find, I am fure,

A moft humble Servant.

FINIS.
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THE

PREFACE
Have often complained^ That fo anttent and noble

a Nation as ours, fo renowned hy the Fame of
their Arms and Exploits Abroad, fo applauded

and envied for their wife and happy Injiitutions

at Homey fo flourifhing in Arts and Learning, and fo adorn-

ed hy excellent Writers in other kinds, fhould not yet have pro-

duced one good or approved General Hijiory of England. That

of France has been compofed with great Indufiry by Des Serres
;

with Judgment and Candor by Mezeray. That of Spain, with

great Diligence and eloquent Stile, by Mariana. That ofthe Em-
pire with much Pains and good Order, as well as Learning, by

Pedro de Mexia : But ours have been written by fuch mean and
vulgar Authors, fo tedious in their Relations, or rather Col-

leBions, fo injudicious in the Choice of what was fit to he toldy

or to be let alone, with fo little Order, and in fo wretched a
Stile ; that as it is a Shame to he ignorant in the Affairs of our

own Country, fo ^tis hardly worth the Time or Pains to be in^

formed -, fince for that End, a Man muji read over a Library

rather than a Book; and after all, muJi be content to forget

more than he remembers,

'Tis true, fome Parcels or Jhort Periods of our Hijiory have

been left us by Perfons of great Worth and Learning, much
honoured or efteemed in their Times -, as. Part of Edward the

Fourth, and Richard the Third, by Sir Thomas More*

Henry the Seventh, by Sir Francis Bacon -, Henry the Eighth,

by the Lord Herbert j Edward the Sixth, by Sir John Hay-
wood ; and ^leen Elizabeth, by Mr. Cambden. There are,

befedes thefe, many voluminous Authors of ancient Times in

Latin, and of Modern in Englifli, with fome Foreigners, as

FroiiTart and Polydore Virgil; out of all which might he

framed a full andjuji Body of our General Hijioryt if colleB-

ed
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ed 'with Paim and Care, and digefied with good Order
j for

the Arch'fteB is only tvantirjgj and not the Materials for fuch a

Building.

I will confefsj 1 had it in my Thoughts at one Time of my

Life, and the mofi proper for fuch a (Fork, to make an A-

hridgment of oitr Engliili Story, having obfen'ed that Meze-

ray's Abrege of his ovjn, vsas more efteemed, and much more

read than his larger J'olume
-,

hut thofe Thoughts were foon

diverted by other Imployments, wherein I had the Hopes, as

well as the Intentions, of doing fame greater Services to my

Country. I have fince endeavoured to engage fome of my Friends

in the fame Defign, -Jjom I thought capable of atchieving tty

hut have not prevailed; fome pretendmg Modefly^ and others

too much valuing Eafe.

Therefore to invite and encourage fome worthy Spirit^ and

true J.o'-rer of our Country, to purfui this Attempt, 1 have con-

femedto the Publifhing of this Introduclion to the Hiftory of

Encrland, wherein 1 have traced a Jljort Account of this Ifland,

the Names, the Inhabitants, and Conftitutions thereof from

the firft Originals, as far as I cotdd find any Ground of pro-

bable Story, or of fair ConjeHure
;
fince Philofophers tell us.

That none can be faid to know Things well, who does not

know them in their Beginnings. / have farther deduced it

thro' the great and memorable Changes of Names, People,

Cuftoms, and Laws that paffed here, until the End of the firfi

Norman Reign, which made the lafi and great Period of this

Ki-ngdom, leaving the SuccefTions and Conftitutions fince that

Time, fo f.xed and eftablifioed, as to have lafied for the Space

of above Six hundred Years, without any confiderable Alte-

ration from fo longaCourfe ofTtme, or fuch Variety ofEvents^

as have fince arrived in the World.

I have hereby beaten thro' all the rough and dark Ways of

this Journey j the refi lies fair and eafy, thro' a plain and open

Country j and Ifhotdd think my felf happy, to fee it well pur-

fued by fome abler Hand, for the Honour of our Nation, and

the SatisfaBion of our own, as well as foreign Readers, who fioall

be curious to know our Story, I wifh it may be performed with

the fame good Intentions, and with much better Succefs, than

this fmall Endeavour of mine.

A N
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RITAIN was by the Ancients accounted the greatefl

Illand of the known World, and for ought is yet certain,

may be fo ftiil, notwithrtanding the later Dilcovcries of
Madagafcar and Japan^ which are by fome brought into
Competition. It extends from North to South about Ten
Degrees, and about Two hundred Miles in the Breadth of
its moft extended Angles. It was anciently called Albion,
which feems to ha\-e been foftned from Alpion; the Word
J!p in lome of the Original Weftern Languages, fignifying

generally very high Lands or Hills, as this lile appears to thofe who ap-
proach it from the Continent. But of thofe Tinaes there is no Certainty re-
mains in Story, more than that it was fo called, and very little known to the
rell cf the World.
By the Rotnarh, and fome time before Cafar, it was called Britanni.i-j con-

cerning which Name very much Debate, and no Agreement, has been amonc^
the modern Learned of our Country, cr of others. After raking into all the
Rubbiili of thole Authors, that which feems to me molt probable is, That
the Strangers who came over into this Ifland upon the fcore of Traffick, from
the Coafis of Gad or Ger?Kariy^ called the Inhabitants by one common Name
of Briths^ given them from the Cuftom among them of painting their naked
Bodies and fmail Shields with an Azure Blue, which by them was called Brith,
\o L. II. U u u and
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and diftinguiflicd them from Strangers who came among them : From this

Name of the Inhabitants, the Romms^ upon their Invalions, Conquc(is, and

Colonics clbiblilh'd in GaiiU which brought them firll acquainted with this

Ifland, called it Britannia^ by giving -xLalin Termination to a barbarous Name,
and the fame which appears to have been ufual with them, by the r-ppclla-

tions of many other Countries, that fell under their Commerce or Conquefb,

as Mauritania^ Lufitania^ Aquitaniay and feveral others commonly known.
The Curious may obferve this Care of the Romans,u\ giving their own Termi-
nations to many barbarous Countries, and forming eafy and pleafant Sounds

out of the hariheft and molt offenfive, to fuch elegant Tongues and Ears as

theirs : I fhall inftancc only in Three, among many more, that are obvious to

fuch as pleafe themfclves with thefe Speculations. The Province of Britain

in France was called among the Natives Jl Mor, which fignified yfd Mare, or

Near the Seaj from this the Romans called it Jrmorica. The Ifle between the

Branches of the Rhine, which divide for fome Diflance before they fill into

the Sea, was called by the Old Germans Vat Awe^ which fignifies Fat or Fruit-

ful Earth i and from this was framed the Latin Word Batavia. The North-
Eaft Part of Scotland was by the Natives called Cal Dun, which fignifiesj a Hill

of Hazel, with which it was covered j from whence the Romans gave it the

Name of Caledonia : All which have lalled in their Language to this Day.
The Britons were little known Abroad, before the firft Entrance of the

Romans into their Ifle, or the Preparations and Enquiries they made in order to

that Expedition: Their Coafts only oppofite to Gaul ind Belgium, were fre-

quented by Merchants from thence, who came thereby acquainted with them,

but little with the Inland Provinces : And thefe were the Men from whom
C^far drew his beft Intelligence concerning the Country he intended to in-

vade.

All that we find related of them by any credible WitnefTes or Authority,

before the Romans entred, is, That the whole Country was filled with infinite

Numbers of People, mightily abounding in all forts of Cattle or Beafts, both
wild and tamej their Houfes poorly built, and fcattered all over the Country,
without Obfervance of Order or Diflance, by which Villages are compofed :

But the Britons were placed as every Man liked, and at fmaller or greater

Diftances, as they were invited by the Fertility of Soil, or the Convenience
of Wood or of Water. They lived mofl: upon Milk, or Flcfh which they got
by Hunting i little upon Corn, which was not in much Efleem or Plenty

among them. What Cloaths they wore to cover any Parts of their Bodies,

were ufually of the Skins of Beafts; but much of their Body, as Arms, Legs,
and Thighs, was left naked, and in many of them, AUj what was naked,was
painted with Blue. This was univerfal among them, whether eflcemed an
Adornment, or of Terror to their Adverfaries, or to diftinguifh them from all

their Neighbours that came among them, as Friends or as Enemies.

Their Towns were mofl upon their Coafts, and founded for the Advantage
of Havens, and the Recourfe of Strangers from the Continent, to buy and fell

or exchange Wares with thofe of the Ifland. Thefe Inhabitants were much
more civilized than thofe of the Inland Country, by the Commerce and Fre-
quentation of other Nations, cfpecially the Gauls, who had long before been
civilized by the Roman Colonies. The Commodities exported out of the lile,

were chiefly Hides and Tin; which laft was peculiar to this Country, and in

much Ufe Abroad, both in nearer and remoter Regions, where this Ifland was
chiefly known by the Produft of this Commodity, convey'd among them at

fo great Diftances, and fo much in Requeft. Some Silver they had, but not
in common Ufe, as having few Mines, and little Knowledge how to improve
them, either in the Digging or Refining: Pearls they had too, and frequently

found among them, but neither clear, nor coloured like thofe of the Orient,

and therefore in low Efteem among the Romans i but little Iron, and that ufed

either for Arms, or for Rings, which was a fort of Money current among
them ; the reft was of Brafs, which was brought from Abroad, and employed
only for this Ufe.

Their
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Their Language, Cuftoms and Religion were generally the fame with thofe
of the Gauls, before the Roman Conquelh in that Province, which were much
earlier than in Britain: This Affinity made them frequently affift the Gauls
upon the Coafts, in their Wars againll the Romans, and gave the firft Occa-
fion of defar's invading Britain for Revenge and Safety, as well as Conqueft
and Glorv.

Their Government was like that of the ancient Gaiih, of feveral fmall Na-
tions under feveral petty Princes j which feem the Original Governments of
the World, and deduced from the natural Force and Right of Paternal Domi-
nion : Such were the Hords among the Goths, the Clans in Scotland, and Septs

in Ireland. Whether thefe fmall BrittjJ} Principalities defcended by Succeflion,
or wereelefted by the Advantages of Age, Wifdom or Valour in the Families.

of the Prince, is not recorded. But upon great or common Dangers, the chief
Commander of all their Forces, was chofen by common Confent in general
AfTemblies j as C^far relates of Cajfivelaunus againft his Invafion. The fame
was done upon their Revolts againft the Roman Colonies, under Caralfacus
ind f^oadicea i or among them. Women were admitted to their Principalities

and general Commands, by the Right of Succeffion, Nobility of Birth, or
Eminence of other Qualities.

Their Forces confilled chiefly in their Foot, and yet they could draw great
Numbers of Horfe into the Field upon great Occafions ; they likewife ufed
Chariots in Fight, which with ihort Scythes faften'd to the Ends of the Axle-
trees, gave cruel Wounds, great Terror, made fierce Charges upon the Ranks
of their Enemies, and were of much Force to break, or to difordev them.
Their common Arms were fmall Shields, but very large Swords, which ex-
prefled more Defire of wounding their Enemies, than defending themfelves.

They were eftcemed a very brave and fierce People, till their Bodies came to

be foftned, and their Courages debafed by the Luxury, as well as Servitude^

which the Romans introduced among them.
In their Religion and their Laws, they were wholly governed by their Dru-

ids, as were the ancient Gauls, who are faid to have been furniflied with the.

chiefcft and moft learned of theirs, out of Britain, efteemed the Nurfery of
the ancient Druids, fo renowned in Story : Thefe were the only Perfons of
any fort of Learning in thefe Nations, which was derived by long Tradition
among them, confifted in the Obfervation of the Heavens, Knowledge of the
Stars and their Courfes, and thereby the Prefages of many Events, or at leaft

Seafons, wherein the Vulgar is chiefly concern'd. The reft was their Doc-
trines of Religion, Forms of Divine Worfliip, and Inftruftions in Morality,

which confiited in Juftice and Fortitude. Their Lives were fimplc and inno-

cent, in Woods, Caves, and hollow Trees: their Food of Acorns, Berries, or
other Maft; their Drink, Water: which made them refpe£ted and adniiredj

not only for knowing more than other Men, but for defpifing what all others

valued and purfued, and by their great Virtue and Temperance, they were
fuffered patiently to reprove and correft the Vices and Crimes, from which
themfelves were free. All this together gave them fuch Authority and Vene-
ration among the People, that they were not only the Priefts, but the Judges
too, throughout the Nation. No Laws were inftituted by Princes or common
Aflemblies, without the Propofal or Approbation of the Druids: No Perfon

was punifhed by Bonds, Strokes, or Death, without the Judgment and Sen-

tence of the Druids: From a Belief, that Men would never fubmit to the

Lofs of their Liberties, or their Lives, unlefs they believed it was inflifted

upon them by a Divine Authority.

One Cuftom there was among the Britons which feems peculiar to them-
felves, and not found in the Stories of any other Nations, either Civil or Bar-

barous, which was a Society of Wives among certain Numbers, and by com-
mon Confent. Every Man married a fingle Woman, who was always after

and alone efteemed his Wife: But it was ufual for Five or Six, Ten or Twelve,
or more, either Brothers or Friends, as they could agrecj to have all their

Wives in common: Encounters happened among them as they were invited

VoL.IL Uuuz by
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by Dclirc, or flwoured by Opportunity. Every Woman's Children were at-

tributed to him that had married her; but all had a Share in the Care and

Defence of the whole Society, fince no Man knew which were his own. 1 ho'

this Curtom be allcdged as a Tellimony how flivage or barbarous a People the

Britctis were, yet I know not why it fhould appear more extravagant than the

Comm.unity of Women in fome other Countries j the deflowering of Virgins by
the Prieft the firll Night of their Marriage j the unlimited Number ot Wives
and Concubines } not to mention the Marriage of Sillers among the ancient

Egyptians and ylthcnlans^ and the borrowing and lending of \\ ives among the

Romans. On t'other fide, it may be alledged for fome Excufe of thefe our An-
ceftors, that by fuch a Cullom they avoided the common Mifchiefs of Jealou-

fy, the Injuries of xAdultery, the Confinement of finglc Marriages, the Luxu-
ry and Expence of many \N ives or Concubines, and the Partiality of Parents

in the Education of all their own Children: All which are Confidcrations

that have fallen under the Care of many famous Lawgivers. But the bell

Excufe was made upon this Occafion by a Britip Woman (in the Time of Se-

1-erus) who being grown familiar with julia Jugiijla^ and other chief Ladies

of that Court, and having obfcrved what pafled there behind the Curtain, was

one Day reproached for this Cuftcm of the Britons, as infamous in the Wo-
men, as well as barbarous in the Men. She anfwered coldly, IVe do that openly

iiith the bejl of our Men, ivbicb yon do privately "with the ivoiji of yours. How-
ever it be, fuch were the People and the Cufioms o( Britain, when the Romans
firlt invaded their Ifland under the Enfigns of Julius defar. This famous ^o-
t/hiii Leader, then Governor of Gaul^ after having fubdued all that Province,

and the bordering Parts of Gern:any, was the firft we read of with any Certain-

ty, that enter'd Britain with foreign Arms. His Forces were compofed of
Germans, Batai-ians, and Gauls, befides the befl: of his old Roman Legions:
Yet in Two Expeditions he m.ade into this Illand, he rather increafed the

Glory, than the Dominion of Rome j and gave Britain the Honour of being

the lalt Triumph of that mighty Republick, which had before fubdued and
reduced into Provinces fo many Kingdoms and Commonwealths in Europe, Afia,

and Africa.

The Britons with their naked Troops made a brave Oppofition againft this

Veterane Army, in many fierce Encounters with mutual Lodes, and various

SucceOcs ; till Diilenfion entring among the feveral Princes, fome of them
jealous oi Cafjli-eh-irnus, or his Grcatnefs, fled over to C<efar, fubmitted to the

Romans, and dcfired their Protedion. Others followed their Example, till

Caffii-cLiunus, weakened by thefe Defertions, refolved likewife to make the befl

Terms he could for himfelf and the rell j he fends to defar, acknowledges the

Roman State, agrees upon a certain Tribute, and delivers Hoflages. And
here began the Face of Britain to make way for foreign Conquefts by their Di-
vifions at Home.
The Romans were pleafcd with the Name of a new Conquefl, and glad to

end an Adventure with fome Honour, which they found was not farther to be
purfued without long Time, and much Danger j and having difcovered, ra-

ther than fubdued the Southern Parts only of the liland, returned into Gaul

with their whole Forces, and left the Britons to their own Cufloms, Laws,
and Governments.

Ccefar being efteemed the beil Writer, as well as the greateft Captain of his

Age, or, perhaps, of any other; has, with his own Pen, left us the beft Ac-
count, not only of this Enterprize, but of this Ifland too, till then little known
to the refl of the World.
Thofe Tales we have of what pafTed there before his Time, of Brute and

his Trojans, of many Adventures and Succeffions, are covered with the Rufl
of Time, or involved in the Vanity of Fables, or pretended Traditions \

which fccm to all Men obfcurc or uncertain, but to me forged at Plealure, by
the Wit or Folly of their firlt Authors, and not to be regarded.

From the firft Entrance of defar's triumphant Arms, we have fome conflant

Light in the Story of Britain, tho' often very weak and uncertain, from the

4 Obfcurity
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Obfcurity of thofe barbarous Nations, who invaded the Northern Parts of the
Jfland i and from the Ignorance of thofe illiterate Ages, that pafTed from the

Decay to the Rciloracion of the Greek and Roman Languages and Learning, in
the Weilern Parts of Europe.

As the Roman Conqueils advanced in this Ifland during the Reigns of fo

many Emperors, the braveft of the Natives, v/ho could not endure that Sub-
jeftion, retired into the mountainous and rocky Parts oi Wales and Cornivall,

where they preferved their Liberty fome time longer > but fell at laft, with
the reft, into common Servitude. But the greateft Numbers, and of the
hardieft Bodies, as well as Courage, among the Britons, after many brave At-
tempts for Defence of their Country and Liberty, and many Defeats by the
invincible Romans, ftill retired Northwajd from the Encroachments of the
Conqueror, till they were at laft beaten out into the rough and favage Parts,

beyond the two Friths, where the Romans afterwards built a Wall. Thefe
miiwe Britons were by them called P/r?*-, from the Cuftom they ftill retained

of painting their Bodies and their Shields. And this I take for the moft pro-
bable Account of the Nation fo termed by the Romans (for among themfelves
they were called Jlbins); though much Pains and Invention" has been employed
by many Authors, to make them a foreign Race of People, who, from they
know not what Country, and at they know not what Time, invaded and pof-

fefled Caledonia.^ or the Northen Parts oi Scotland.

'Tis more difficult to find out the Orignial of the Scots, or the Time of
their Entrance upon thofe North-Weft Regions > but as far as can be gathered
out of the Duft or Rubbifh of fuch barbarous Times and Writings, and what
remains ftill of known Appellations and Events, it feems probable, that vaft

Numbers of a fiivage People, called Scyths.^ at fom.e certain Time, began and
atchieved the Conqueft of the Northern Parts both of Britain and Ireland^ and
by an eafy Change of the Word, were cxWedi Scots; and from them, thofe

two Countries were called Scotia Major, and Scotia Minor. Whether the

Scots landed firft in Ireland or Scotland, I leave difputed and undetermined
among their Authors : But it feems agreed, that both thofe Countries were,

for fome Courie ot Time, ftiled 5ro//>, and that both the North-Weft Parts

of Scotland., as well as Ireland, were called lerne. I am apt to conjefbure, that

when thefe Scots feated themfelves in thofe Parts of Scotland^ they divided

themfelves into two Races or Nations, whereof thofe who inhabited the

North-Eaft Parts, called themfelves Alhin-Scots., the Name of the Natives—

-

there, being then Jlbins ; and the reft who poflefled the North-Weft Parts,

were called Iren-Scots., from a River of that Country, which gave it the Name
o^ lerne; and this Name was communicated to all the reft of that Race, who
conquered and poflefled the North of Ireland^ which from them was ftiled

by the Saxons Iren-land., and by Abbreviation, Ireland. And the Ori-
ginal Name feems to have belonged rather to thofe Parts of Scotland than
Ireland, fince it is given us by the ancienteft Latin Verfe that mentions it, with
the Epithet of Ghcialis lerne.^ which agrees little with the Climate of Ire-

land.

That thefe fierce Invaders were Scythians or Scyths (which was their vulgar
Termination) is probably conjeftured, if not afcertained, not only from their

Name, but from the Seat of that Continent, which is neareft to the North of
Scotland: This is Norivay^ and is the utmoft Weftern Province of that vaft

Northern Region, which extends from thence to the fartheft Bounds of Tar-

tary upon the Eaftern Ocean, and was by the Ancients comprehended in that

general Appellation oi Scythia, as well as divided into feveral other barbarous

Names and Countries. Befides, 'tis both ufual and rational, that fuch great

Tranfmigrations of People ftiould be made from a worfe to a better Climate or
Soil,rather than to a worfe, which makes this more probable, to have proceeded
from Nofujay, than from the lower and more fertile Parts of Germany ; and
the Ifland which is the neareft Part of Land to that Continent of AViy^y, re-

tains ftill the Name o( Scbefland, as the firft Point which is reported to have
been touched by the Scots, or Scytbs, in this Navigation.

Ano-
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Another Argument may be drawn from feveral Cuftoms IHU remaining

amon'^ the old Northern IriJJj., which are recorded to have been ancicnciy

among fomc of the Scythian Nations, removing their Hoiifes or Greats from

one Phicc to another according to the Sealbns: Burning of their Corn, inllcad

of Beating or Treading in other Countries: Eating Blood they drew from

living Cattle: Feeding generally upon Milk, and ufmg little other Husban-

dry, befides the Failure and Breed of Cattle. To this is added, that ilic

Mantle or Plad, fcems to have been the Garment in ufe among the V\ cftcrn

Scythians, as they continue ftill among the Northern Iiifi, and the Highland

Scots.

For their Language, it mull: be confefs'd, there is not left the leafl Trace

by which we may feek out the Original of this Nation} for it is neither

known, nor recorded to have been ufed any where elle in the World, befides

Ireland, the Highlands of .yfoZ/^K^, and the Hie of ^1f^«, and muil; be allowed

to be an Original Language, without any Affinity to the old Britifa, or any

other upon the Continent, and, perhaps, with Icfs Mixture than any other of

thole Original Languages yet remaining in any Parts oi Europe. The Conjec-

ture raifed of its having come from Spain, becaufe fome SpaniJI: Words are

obferved in it, appears too light to be regarded, when thofe very Words are

of the modern SpaniJJj, which is a Language not above feven or eight hundred

Years old, and compounded chiefly out of old Roman and Gothick, with a later

Intrufion of the Saracen among them: And yet I know no better Ground than

this for the other Tradition of Ireland having been anciently planted from

Spain, and eftecm the few Spanifi Words to have been introduced only by

Traffick of the South-Weft Parts of Ireland to Spain.

It feems probable, that from what Fart foever of the Continent this Nation

failed upon this Adventure, they were driven away by the Force or Fear of

fome other Invaders, and in fo great Numbers, that the Natives remaining,

neither preferved any where their Name or Language, but were either de-

ilroy'd by the Conquerors, or blended into the Mafs of the new Nations, who
feated themfelves in their Country, as we find the old BritiJJj to have been in

England, by the Conquefts and Inundations of the Saxons.

The Time of this Expedition is yet lefs in View j nor does Buchanan, or any

other Author, that I know of, pretend to tell, or fo much as conjefture far-

ther, than upon a Suppofition of the Scots coming firll out of Ireland, without

alledging any Authority for that neither. I know no way of making any

Guefles at a Matter fo obfcurc, without recourfe to the Runick Learning and

Stories, by which we find, that the Afiatick Scythians, under the Names of

Getes or Goths., and the Conduft oiOdin their Captain (their Lawgiver at firft,

and afterwards one of their Gods) are ellcemed to have begun their Expedition

into the North- Weft Parts oi Europe, about the Time that the Roman Arms
began firft to make a great Noife, and give great Fears in AJla, which was in

the Reigns oi Jntiochus firft, and then oi Mitbridates. How long the Arms of

Odin and his Succeflbrs were imployed in the Conqueft and Settlement of that

vaft Kingdom, which contained all the Tra6ls of Country furrounding ihtBal-

tickSfx, is not agreed upon in thcfe Runick Stories > but 'tis neceflary, Norivay

murt have been the laft they pofi^efl'ed in their Weftern Progrefsj and I am
apt to think, the Scyths may have been driven by them to feek nearer Seats in

our Iflands, and that 'tis probable to have been fome Time of the firft Cen-

tury. Whenever it was, it feems more agreed, that after the firft Entrance

of the Scots into Caledonia, they fubdued much of the Country, mingled with

the reft of the Native PiBs, continued long to infeft the Frontier Parts of the

Roman Colonies in Britain, with great Fiercenefs, and many various Events ;

and would poffibly have made much greater Noife and Impreftions upon the

Romans, if their greater Numbers had not been drawn another way, by fo

great a Drain as that oi Ireland i which they totally conquered, and long pof-

refied.

This is the bcft Account I have been ever able to give my felf of thefc

ancient Times and Events in the Northern Parts of our Iflands, being a Mat-
ter
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*ter fiJiat has imploycd fomany unskilful Pens in fo much idleTralh, and worth-
lels Stuff, as they have left upon it ; but all involved in fuch groundlefs Tra-
ditions and Vanity of Fables, fo obfcurcd by the Length of Time, and Dark-
nefs of unlearned Ages, or covered over with fuch grofs Forgeries, made at
Pleafure by their firlt Inventors, that I know few ancient Authors upon this
Subjeft, worth the l^ains of Perufal, and of dividing or refining fo little Gold
out of fo much coarfe Ore, or from fo much Drofs. And I have the rather
ma-de this Excurfion, becaufe I have met with nothing In Story more obfcurc,
and often obferved with Wonder, that we ihould know lefs of Ireland^ than
of any other Country in Europe: For, bclides its having been anciently plant-
ed by the Scots, and taken their Name, and then, after feveral Centuries,
fceen fubdued, and much of it planted by the Danes ; we know nothinc^ cer-
tain of the Affairs or Revolutions of that Ifland, till the Englijl) began their
Conquefts there, under the Enfigns of Henry the Second. For the DaniJJj Efta-
blifhments there, we neither know the Time nor the Manner they either be-
gan or ended ; tho' many Monuments ftill remain of the Towns and Caftlcs
they built, and many Records among Ibme Families in Denmark^ of the Lands
and Poffeftions they long held and enjoyed in Ireland.

I fhall now return to that Part of our Ifland, which was more properly by
the Romans termed Britannia, was conquered by the victorious Arms and re-
duced into a Province by the wife Inititutions of that renowned Nation- and
having once found the End of the Thread, it will be eafy to wind off the
Bottom : and being a Subjed treated by fo many Authors, and pretty well
agreed, I fhall trouble my felf no farther, than to continue the Thread as it

leads through the feveral Revolutions that have happen'd in this noble Ifland,

till the lafl Norman Period, by which the prefent Succeflion and Govcrnmenc
fcem to have been eftablifli'd, and have ever fince continued.

The Roman Arms entered Britain under the firft and moft renowned of
their Emperors, which was Julius Ccefar : But it was not a Quarry worth fuch
an Eagle, and lb left by him to be purfued by the Lieutenants of the fucceeding
Emperors.
The fecond Expedition into Britain was made by Claudius, under the Con-

duft of Plautius, and purfued under Ofiorius, and other Roman Commanders,
with great Succeffes. The Southern Coafls, with mofl of the Inland Parts
thereunto adjacent, were wholly fubdued and fecured by fortifying Camps,
building Caftles, and planting many Colonies. The reft feemed at a Gaze,
and to promife S'nbmiflions at the firft, rather than any Difturbances, to the
Progrefs of the Roman Arms. 'Till, provoked by the Oppreflion of fome of
the Prstors, and their corrupt Officers, the Britons towards the North, made
Head under Caractacus, and continued for nine Years, not only a brave De-
fence, but threatncd fome fatal Dangers to the Roman Colonies, 'till, in a de-
cifive Battle, by the Advantage of armed and difciplined Veteran Soldiers,
againft loofc Troops of naked Men, the Britons were totally vanquifhcd, Ca-
raSlaciis taken Priibner, and fent to make a Part of a famous Britifi Triumph
at Rome. Yet one ftrong Endeavour more was made for their Liberty, in

the Time of Nero ; when Paulinus going with the beft Part of his Army to
fubdue the Ifle of Anglefey^ the Britons prefuming upon fo great a Diftance
between the Governor and his Colonies, made a general Inlurrection under
Voadicea.^ fell upon the Romans in all Places, took their Caftles, deftroyed the
chief Scats of their Power at London and Verulam, and purfued their Advan-
tages with fuch Slaughter and Revenge, that above feventy thoufand 7?o«?^»j, or
their Auxiliaries, were killed by the Fury of this general Revolt : Yet Pau-
linus returning with his Army, encountred the Britijh Forces in a fet Battle,

overthrew their whole Powers, purfued his Viftory, with the Slaughter of
eighty thoufand ; forceth Foadicea to poifon her felf in Defpair: And here
ended, not only the BritiJJj Liberties, but their very Hopes too, or any con-
fiderable Attempts ever to recover them.
Under Fefpafian and Domitian, Julius Jgricola firft difcovered it to be an

Ifland, failing round it with his Fleets, and extended and pacified the Bounds
©f
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of his Province to the Neck of Land between the two Friths about Sterling

and Glap'oiv ; and rQtuvnin_g, applied himfclf to the Arts of Peace and Civil

Inllitutions, brought in the Ule of the Roma7i Laws and Cuftoms, Habits and

Arms, Language and Manners, Baths and Feaft?, Studies and Learning : By
all which he pretended to foften the Minds, and change the very Natures of

a barbarous People, very difficult to be fubducd by other means, how violent

foever. This wiie Council, purfued by his Succeffbrs in the Government,

fucceeded fo well, that the Romans had little Trouble afterwards in Britain^

belldcs the Defence of their Province upon the Northern Borders.

After theie Eilablifhments, the Romans called all that Part of the Ifland

lying Northward from the two Friths, Caledonia ; leaving the Name of Bri-

tannia to the reft which was reduced to their Obedience, and from that Time
remained a Roman Province. To defend it from the Irruptions of thefe fierce

and numerous People on the North fide, Jgricola began, and in fome manner

finifhed, a Wall, or Vallum, upon that narrow Space of Land that lies be-

tween the two Friths or Ba;,s of the Eaftern and VVeftern Seas, upon which

Glafeow and Sterling are feated. He fortified this Pafs between the two I'oints,

with Towers and Ramparts, to make it defenfible aganift thofe barbarous Na-

tions who inhabited the Northern fide of that ' ountry, which the Ranafts

efteemed not worth the conquering, and provided only for Security of the reft

of the 'fland. i\'lany Ruins of this Vallum were lately, and, for ought I

know, may be ftill icmainmg-, and among the reft, a fmall round lower
built of Stone, but fo exaftly cut, as every one to joint into another, witli

admirable Art and Firmnels. though without any ufe of Mortar or Iron. And
this was efteemed to have been a Temple of feyminas^ and built there as the

utmoft Bounds ol- the Roman Province. This Wall was afterwards repaired

and ftronger fortified by Adrian and Sei-eriis: Nor is it indeed agreed by Au-
thors which of them began or finith'd it, and whether the laft made nai ano-

ther Vallum between the two Seas more Southward, and of a much greater

I ength : But, I think, the firft more probable. However, this was a De-

fence intended and atchieved by the Romans, againft thofe bold and brave

Remainders of the Northern Britons^ aflifted by the Scots^ who yet frequently

invaded and infefted the Pro\ince, during the Tinic the Romans held this

Uland, which was till the Kci^n oi Honorin.', and for the Space of about four

hundred and fixty Years.
' Upon the Divifions in the Roman Empire, which was grown a Prey to

their Armies, and commonly difpofed by their inconftant Humours, the Pre-

tenders often fought their Battles, and decided their Quarrels in Gallia, as

well feveial of the Commanders there who arrived at the Empire, as feveral

others who fell in the Purfuit of that fatal Purple, and left only the Name
of Tyrants behind them in the Stories of that Age. For the Afllftance of

thefe Factions, the Britifi Legions were at feveral 1 imes and Occafions drawn

.away into Gaiil, and with them great Numbers of the bravell of the BritiJIi

Youth, who were affectionate to the Roman Government, and inftrufted in

their Language, Manners, and Difcipline of their Arms. As the Roman For-

ces decreafed in Britain, the Picis and Scots ftill the more boldly infefted the

Northern Parts, crofting the Friths, and hovering about the Coafts in little

Boats of Wicker, covered with Leather, filled all where they came with

Spoil and Slaughter, 'till repelled by what remained of the RomanFoxccs, they

retired ftill into their Northern Neft, watching for the next Occafion of In-

vafion, and Revenge upon the Neighbouring Britons, whenever the Romans

were drawn away into remoter Parts of the Iftand. Thefe Entcrprizes were

often repeated, and as otten reprefs'd, tor fome Time, 'till, in the Reign of

the Second Fakntinian, upon the mighty Inundations of thofe barbarous

Northern Nations, which, under the Names of Goibs and Fandals, invaded

the Roman hmpire with infinite Numbers, Fury, and Danger to Rome it felf,

all the Roman Legions were at laft drawn out of Britain, with moft of the

Britons that were fit for Military Service, to relieve the Emperor, who was

purfued by the Goths into Piedmont, and there beficged in a ftrong Pafllige or

Town he pretended to defend. The
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The Rrj}n.i;:s taking their lait Leave of this Province here, left the BritcKS
to their own Government, and Choice of their own Kings and Leaders, with
the bed Jnllructions for the Exercife of their Arms anJ Difciphne, and the
Repairs and Defence of the Wall, or Rampart, they had raifed againfr their
Northern Foes. But thefe, finding the whole Country deferted by the Rcv.m
Bands, exhaufted of their own braveft Youth, and weakned bv their new Divi-
iions, began to pour in greater Numbers than ever into the Northern Parts, and
ravaged all before them, with greater Rage and Fury. The poor Britons
fent over their miferable Epiftle for Relief (ftiU upon Record} to the re-
nowned jEtius^ who had by leveral famous SuccelJes, for a Time, repeiied
the Violence of the Gothick Arms j which was addreHcd in thefe Words j T?
^tius tbiicg Conful; The Groer,s cf the Britons > and told him, after other
lamentable Complaints, That the barbarous People dro^e thim t9 the Sea^ and
the Sea back to the oarbarcus People j btt'xeen rrbich^ they bad only left the Choice

cf thefe t'wo Deaths, either to be kiiled by the one, cr drczrxd by the other. But
having no Hopes given them by the Roman General, of anv Succours from
that Side, they began to conilder what other Nation they might call over to
their Relief.

The Saxons were one Branch of thefe G«/fcV^ Nations, which (wanning from
the Northern Hive, had, under the Conduct of Odin, poflelTcd themfelves
anciently of all thofe mighty Tracts of Land that furround the B.i'.tick Sea.

A Branch of thefe, under the Name of Sue^i (from whom the Baltick was of
old called Mare Sue^.icum) had fome time before C^'^r's Wars in G.ij}, inva-

ded and fubdued very large extended Territories in Germany^ fi-om the Coaft
of the North-weft Ocean to the South-eaftem Parrs, whereof S'jjbi.-i ftill re-

tains the Memory and the Name. Thefe Sue^si, or Suabi, were, for their

Strength and Valour, grown fo formidable to all the Germain Nations they
had conquer'd, and forced to feek new Seats, that thofe upon the Rhine fend-

ing AmbaiTadors to C^far, told him, They -xould neither feek IFar 'xitb the Ro-
mans, nor ai-oid it-y That they Cjieemed themfelves as valiant as any other Nation^
excepting otily the Sue\"i, for 'u;bom the leiy immortal Gods 'zere not a Match.
Thefe Siie'-ji became afterwards divided into two feveral Nations, and by Li-
mits agreed between them. Thofe towards the South-eaft of Germ.ini were
called Francs, from their great Love of Liberty, and their \'alour in preferring

it, and never fubmitting to the Roman Subjed:ion, as many other German Na-
tions had done : Thefe, upon the fatal Decline of that Empire, invaded Gaul^

under the leading of Pharamond; and under the fucceeding Kings of his Race,
conquered the whole Province, and eftablilhed that noble and ancient King-
dom of France.

The other Branch of the Suc^ci polTeiTed themfelves of all thofe TraSs of
Land in Germany that lie between the Elie and the lower Rhine., had extended
their Seats all over the Coalls of the North-weii Sea, and from thence exer-

cifed their Arms and fierce Courages, in all forts of Spoils and Piracies, not
only upon Merchants, or Traders at Sea, but upon the' Maritime Coaib of
Britain, oppofite to thofe Countries about the Mouth of the RI:ne, or there-

unto adjacent. Thefe fierce People were called Saxons, from a Weapon ge-

nerally ufed among them, and made like a Scythe with the Edge reverfed,

which in their Language were termed Seaxes.

To thefe Fortigem, chofen King by the deferted and affli&ed Britons, made
Addrefs for Aid againft the Picis and Scots, who had now made Inroads as

far as Trent. Their Defircs of Relief, and Offers of Seats in Britain, were
foon accepted and granted by the Saxons -, who under the Ccndud of Hengifi

and Hor:'a, of the Race of Odin, came over with great Numbers to the Af-
fillance of the Britons, in the Year 4f o. They joined with the Natives at

firft, as Friends and x\llies, had the Ifle of Thanet affigned them at their

landing > and upon Occafion of greater Numbers, the County of Kent for

their Colony and Habitation. They marched againft the Picis and Scots, and

in Conjunorion with the Britifh Arms, overthrew their Forces in feveral Beetles,

or Encounters, with thofe cruel Ravagers, and beat them back into the moft
Vol. II. X X X Northern
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Northern Parts of the Province. After this, by Confent of the Bri-

toiis, Ilcitgifl and Ilorfa fcnt for their two Sons, or near Kinfmen, to come

over with a new Army of Saxons^ by Sea, into thoH; Northern Parts > who
feated their Colony about Northumberland^ upon Pretence of guarding that

Frontier againft the Pi£ls and Scots^ and their Incurfions upon the Britons,

.which they did with great Bravery and Succefles > and thereby left thofe Na-

tions contented, or forced, to bound their Territories with thofe rough and

mountainous Countries that lie between the two Seas, near the River Tkveed,

and which ever fincc continued as the Borders between the two Kingdoms

of England and Scotland, into which the Ifland came afterwards to be di-

vided.

The Province now delivered, and fecured from their ancient Foes, DiC-

fenfions began to arife between the Britons and their new Allies: The Saxons

valued too high the Affiftance they had given, and the Britons, perhaps, too

low what they had recei^^d > 'till the firft, allured by fo fair a I^rey, and

the fertile Soil of fo fweet a Country, inviting ftill greater Numbers from

the Continent, cftablifhed two Saxon Kingdoms, one in the Southern, and

t'other in the Northern Parts > and from both thefe Sides invaded the Briims,

who for fome Time defended themfelves and their Liberties, with various

Succefles, and with the greater Hatred and Diftinftion, the Saxons being all

Pagans, and the Britijh generally Chriftiansj which Religion feems to have

been planted here in the firft Century, but to have taken Root, and fpread,

chiefly, under Conjiantius, who was long Governour of the Roman Province

here, a great Favourer of Chriftianity, and Father of Conjlantine the Great.

In the Time of thefe firil Wars between the Saxons and Britom, yimhrofius

reigned over the laftj and either as General of his Armies, or his Succefl'or

in the Kingdom, Arthur, fo famous in the Traditions, or rather in the Ro-
mances, of fucceeding Ages, and who is faid to have gained twelve Battles

over the Saxons, and to have left the Britons in the Middle of the Province,

for fome Time fccure from thefe fierce Enemies, 'till Peace and Luxury had

again foftned themj and by new Diflenfions among themfelves, expofed

their whole Province to become an eafy Prey to fo fierce and numerous Inva-

ders. The Time of King Arthur'^ Reign, or Atchievements (if any fuch

there were) muft have been between the Years 460 and f00. But this whole

Story is left fo uncertain, or obfcure, by thofe poor Writers, who have pre-

tended to leave the Tales, rather than the Hillory of thoie Times behind

them, that it remains in doubt, whether to confider them as a Part of the Story

of that, or the Fables of fucceeding Ages. Whatever there was of plain Stuff",

the Embroidery of it, with the Knights of the Round Table, their Orders

and their Chivalry, and the reft of that Kind, feems to have been introduced

by that Vein of the Spanijlj Romances, which many Ages after filled the

World with fo much of that idle Trafh j and chofe for the Subjcft of them,

the Adventures and Succefles of the firft Chriftian, pretended, Heroes, who
renowned fuch fiftious Names, by extravagant Adions, or Adventures, a-

gainft the Pagans, or the Saracens, either in Sfain or other Parts of Europe

and Afia. And among thefe, 'tis probable, thofe Writers found Room for

the many Legends of the Britifi Arthur, and his romantick Adventures againft

the Heathen Saxons.

After the Year foo, for one Century, or thereabouts, the Saxon Forces were
employed in fubduing the midland Parts of Britain, interjacent between their

two firft eftablifli'd Colonies, or Kingdoms, in the South, or Kent, and in the

North, or about Northumberland; and to furnifli Men for fuch Atchievements,

and the new Plantation of fo great Trafts of Country, after the Conqueft and

Devaftation of the old, mighty Numbers of the Saxon Race came over

into Britain, in feveral Expeditions, and landing at fevcral Places: That
which is recorded to have made fudden and eafy Way for their final Con-
quefts, was a Treaty they cntred into with the Britons ; where, upon a Par-

ley mediated between them, three hundred of the chief of each Side, agreed

to meet, and conclude the Treaty, in a great Plain: In the midft of Talk
and
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and Drink, which had part in this Commerce, the Saxons provoking malici-

oufly, and the Britons innocently refcnting, fell to quarrel, firll in Words,
and at laft to Blows : When the Saxons^ upon a Sign agreed between them,'

drew out lliort Swords they had concealed under their upper Garments, fell

upon the unarmed Britons^ ilew their whole Number in the Field, who be-

ing the bell and bravefl of their Nation, left the reft expofed, without Heart
or Head, to the Fury and Progrefs of the Saxon Arms. Thefe heartned with
Succefs, and proud of fo great Pofieflions and Territories, invited and allured

ilill greater Numbers of their own from abroad j who being of feveral Bran-
ches, and from feveral Coafts, arrived here under feveral Names > among
whom the Angles from Schonen and Jutland^ fwarmed over in fuch Numbers^
that they gave a new Name at length, to this Province, which from them was
called Angle-land^ and for eafier Sound England.

The Saxons purfued their Invafion with Courage and Fiercenefs, equal to the
Multitudes of their Nation, that fwarmed over into this Ifland, and with fuch
an uninterrupted Courfe of Fortune and Vi£tories, after the Year foo, that by
the End of the next Century, they had fubdued the whole Body of the Pro-
vince, and eftablifh'd in it (even feveral Kingdoms, which were, by the Wri-
ters of thofe Times, ftiled the Heptarchy of the Saxons. They had expelled

the Britons out of the faireft and beft of their ancient Pofleffions, and driven
their greateft Numbers, who efcaped the Conquerors Fury, into iraJcs and
Cornwall^ Countries mountainous and barren, cncompaffed on three Sides by
the Sea, and towards the Land of difficult Accefs. Some great Colonies of
them wholly abandoned their Native Country to their fierce Invaders, failed

over into the North-weft Parts of France, where pofleffing new Seats, the}'

gave a new Appellation to that Peninfula, which preferves ftill the Name and
Memory of Briton there, though, about this Time, almoft worn out at

home.
This is the Account commonly given of the Britijij Colonics firft eftablifh-

ing themfelves in that Canton of Gaul: But there is another given by fome
learned Perfons of their own, and drawn, as they fay, cither from ancient
Archives, or Traditions among them, and which to me feems the moft pro-
bable. When upon the Roman Wars in Gaul, among feveral Pretenders to

the Empire, great Numbers of the Britons, as well as Roman Forces in that

Ifland, were drawn over to affift the contending Parties : 'Tis iaid, that ve-
ry great Multitudes of the Britijh having followed the unfortunate Side, re-

tired as faft as they could to that Part of the Sea-coaft neareft to their Ifle,

and moft likely to furnifh them with Ships for their Tranfportation j but that

the Miferies of their Native Country, from the furious Inroads of the Picls

and Scots, fo difcouraged their Return, that by Confent of the Gauls their

Friends, they eftabliftied themfelves in the fartheft North-weft Parts of that
Province, which has fince that Time retained their Language and their Name.
And this agrees with the Legend of King Arthur, who is faid to have been
a young Prince, or Leader, fent from the Britons in France, to affift their

Countrymen here againft the Saxons. Whatever the Beginnings of this Co-
lony were, or at what Time, 'tis, at leaft, agreed to have been much aug-
mented by the Refort of fo many Britons, as fought Refuge there from the

Saxon Cruelty.

The weak and poor Remainders of the Old Britons, who were fcattered

among the Saxons in England, were wholly fpoilcd of their Lands "and Goods,
which were fallen under the Mercy of the Conquerors, who fharing them
all among themfelves, left the remaining Britons in a Condition of down-
right Servitude, ufed them for tilling Ground, feeding Cattle, and other
fervile Works, in Houfe or Field 9 fometimes farming out certain Parts of
Land to them, at certain Rents or Profits, but held always at the Will and
Pleafure of the Landlord. The Children that were born of thefe miferablc
People, belonged to the Lord of the Soil, like the reft of the Stock or Cat-
tle upon it, and thus began Villenage in England.^ which lafted till the Time
or End of Hetiry the Seventh's Reign.
Vol. n. X X X i Soon
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Soon after the Year 600, the Saxons in England having ended their old Quar-

rel with the Britons^ began new ones among thcmfelves; and, according to

the ufual Circle of human Affairs, War ended in Peace, Peace in Plenty and

Luxury, thefc in Pride, and Pride in Contention, till the Circle ended in new
Wars, 'rhe 6'(T.v9« Princes, of the fevcn Kingdoms they had erefted in i?n-

tain, fell into Emulations of one another's Greatnefs, Difputes about the

Bounds of their feveral Principalities, or about Succeflions or Ufurpations,

pretended or exercifed in one or other of them: Thefe were followed by
formal Wars among them, the Stronger fwallowing up the Weaker, and thele

having recourfe to their Neighbours, for Defence againfl; encroachmg Power.

Many fierce Encounters, Sieges, Battles, Spoils, and Devaftations of Coun-
try, fucceeded in the Progrefs and Decifion of thefe mutual Injuries and Inva-

lions between the Saxon Kings, for above two hundred Years: but the Ac-

count of them is very poorly given us, with little Order or Agreement of

Times or Aftions, by the few and mean Authors of thofe barbarous and illite-

rate Ages } and, perhaps, the rough Courfe of thofe lawlefs Times and Acti-

ons, would have been too ignoble a Subjeft for a good Hiftorian.

About the Year 83c, after many various Events and Revolutions between

the feveral Races of the Heptarchy, Ecbert^ defcended from the ireft-Saxon

Kings, having inherited moft of theSuccefhons from the Prowefs and Exploits

of his Anceftors, and acquired others by his own, became the firll fole King
or Monarch oi England^ as it now was diftinguifhed from the Principality of

IValcs^ pofTefled by the old Britons^ and from that Part of the Ifland to the

North of Tivccd, polTeflcd by the PiUs and Scots, and by the Saxons ftilcd by-

one common Name of Scotland.

This famous Adventure of the Saxons in England, was atchievcd by the

Force and Confluence of fuch Multitudes from the Coafts of Germany, which

lie between the Bclgkk and Baltick Shores, that fome Parts of their Native

Countries were left alraoft difpeopled, to fill again by new Swarms from the

great Northern Hive, and the Number of Saxons and Jngles, Jules, and other

Nations that came over, were not only fufficient to conquer and wafte this

whole Province, but even to plant and people it foon again, with numerous

and new Inhabitants. So as by them fucceeded in this Ifland, not only a

Change of Government, as by the Roman Arms ; but a Change of the very

People or Nation, that inhabited or poflefTed the Lands of this whole Pro-

vince: This induced a Change likewife of Names, of Language, of Cuftoms,

of Laws, of Arms, of Difcipline, of Poficflions, of Titles, of Religion, and

even of the whole Face of Nature, through this whole Kingdom. So as we
may juftly date the Original of all thefe amongll us, as well as our Nation ic

felf, from thefe our Saxon Anceftors : Britain, which was before a Roman Pro-

vince, was now grown a Saxon Kingdom ; and inftead of its former Name,
was called England; the Language, which was either Latin or BritiJJj, was
now grown wholly Saxon or EngUpi ; the Land that was before divided into

Roman Colonies or Governments, was fo now into Shires, with Names given

to them by the Saxons, as they firft poflefled, or afterwards thought fie to di-

ilinguifh them.

1 he Habits in Peace, and Arms in War, the Titles of Officers in both, as

well as of great Counfellers to their Kings, or great Proprietors of Lands came
to be all according to the Saxon Forms and Ufage. The Laws of this Coun-
try, which before were Roman, changed now into Old Saxon Cuftoms orCon-
ftitutions. Their Princes or Leaders of their feveral Nations, became A>-

7iings or Kings of the Territories they had fubducd. They referved part of

the Lands to themfelves for their Revenue, and fhared the reft among their

chief Commanders, by great Divifions, and among their Soldiers by fmaller

Shares. The firll, who had the great Divifions, were called Earls or Barons j

thofe of the fmaller were Knights } and the fmalleft of all were Freemen,

who poflefTed fome Proportions of Free Lands, and were thereby diftinguifhed

from the Villens, that held nothing but at the Will of the Landlord.

In
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In this univcrfal Transformation, Religion it felf had a Share, like all the
reft, and received new Forms and Orders, with the new Inhabitants, whillt

all that was Roman or Britifli^ expired together in this Country : The Bri'
tons began early to receive the Chrillian Faith, and, as is reported, from
feme of the Difciples themfelves : and this was fo propagated among themj
that when the Romam left the Province, they were generally Chriftians, and
had their Priefts and Bifhops from that Ancient and Apoltolick Inftitution.

The Saxons were a fort of idolatrous Pagans, that worfhipped feveral Gods
peculiar to themfelves, among whom IVoden^ T'bor^ and Frca were the chief,

which left their Memories ftill prefervcd by the common Names of Three
Days in the Week : This Religious Worlliip they introduced with them, and
continued long in England^ till they fubdued the Britons.^ reduced it under
their Heptarchy of Soxon Kings, perfccuted the BritiJJj Chriftians, and drove
them with their Religion, into JVales^ where they continued under their pri-

mitive Priefts and Bilhops, who, with their Monks, were all under the Sur-
intendance of one Arch-Prieft or Bilhop of Carlcon^ the Bound of the Britijh

Principality. About the Year 600, Pope Gregory fent Auflin the Monk to
preach the Gofpel in England to the Heathen Saxons, who landing at Dover,
was received with Humanity by Ethelkrt^ King of the South- Saxons-, and be-
ing admitted, with Four or Five of his Companions, as well-meaning Men,
to teach and explain the Doctrine and Myftenes of Chriftianity, among thcfe

ignorant and barbarous People, they fo well fucceeded, that they converted
at firft, great Numbers of the common fort, and at length the King himfelf,

whofe Example gave eafy way for introducing the Chriftian Faith into his

whole Kingdom, which from thence fpread into all the Countries fubjeft to

the Saxon Heptarchy. Thus Religion came to be eftablifti'd in England^ under
the Rites and Forms, and Authority, of the Roman Church j by which ^«-
y?/« was inftituted chief Billiop in England^ and feated by the Saxon King at

Canterbury. But his Jurifdiction, though admitted in all the Saxon Territoriesj

was not received by the Britiflj Priefts or People 'wiWalcs.^ though endeavour'd
by many Millions from Anliin'xnA his Succedbrs, and even by Wars and Per-
fecutions of the Saxons^ upon the old Britijl) Chriftians, at the Inftigation of
the new Romifl] Priefts, in one of which, near Carkon, Twelve hundred of
the poor Britijl) Monks are laid to have been flaughtered, while they were
apart in the Field at their Prayers for the Succefs of the Britijl} Army.
With this Account of a new Face and State of Perfons and ofThings, hoth

Natural, Civil, and Religious, eftablilli'd in England., I return to the Period I

left, of the Saxon Heptarchy, which being extinguifti'd by long and various

Revolutions among themfelves, made way for the Reign of Ecbert., the firft

fole King or Monarch of England., about the Year 830.

It might have been reafonably expected, that a wife and fortunate Prince, a£

the Head of fo great a Dominion, and fo brave and numerous a People, as the

EngliJI}., after the Expulfion of the Pi^s and Scots out of his Country into the

rough Northern Parts, and of the Britons into the North-Weft Corners of the

Ifland, ftiouldnot only have enjoyed the Fruits of Peace and Quiet, but left much
Felicity, as well as Greatnefs, to many fucceeding Generations, both of Prince

and People. Yet fuch is the Inilability of human Affairs, and the Weaknefsof
their beft Conjeftures, that Ecbert -was hardly warm in his united Throne, when
both he and his Subjefts began to be alarmed and perplexed at the Approach of
new and unknown Enemies, and this liland expofed to new Invaiions.

About this Time, a mighty Swarm of the Old Northern Hive, who had
pofteffed the Seats about the Baltick (almoft deferted by fuch Numbers of
Goths., Vandals., and Saxons, as had ifflied out of them fome Centuries before)

began, under the Names of Danes and Normans., to infeft at firft the Sea, and
at length the Lands of the Belgick^ Gallick, and Britijlj Shores, filling, all where
they came with Slaughters, Spoils, and Devaftations. The Normans firlt

over-run the Belgick Provinces upon the Mouth of the Rhine., and gave new
Names of Holland and Zealand to thofe Parts adjacent to the Sea: After-

wards they failed with mighty Numbers into the Mouth of the S?ln, and with
great
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great Fierccnefs fubdued that Northern Part of France^ which from them firft

received, and ever fincc retained, the Name of Normandy^ and became the

State of a great Norman Duke, and his Succcffbrs, for fevcral Generati-

ons.

In the mean Time, the Danes began their Inroads and furious Invafions up-

on the Coafts of England^ with mighty Numbers of Sliips, full of fierce and

barbarous People, fometimcs entring the Thames^ fometimes the Humher^

other times coalHng as far as Exeter^ landing where-cver they found the Shores

unguarded, fiihng all with Ravage, Slaughter, Spoil, and Dcvallutions of the

Country > where they found any lirong Oppofition, retiring to their Ships,

failing home laden with Spoil; and by fuch Encouragements, giving Life to

new Expeditions the next Seafon of the Year. The bravell Blood ot the Eng~

lij]} had been exhaulted in their own Civil Wars, during the Contentions of

the Heptarchy i fince thofe ended, the reft were grown flothful with Peace

and with Luxury, foftned with new Devotions of their Prielts and their Monks,
with Penances and Pilgrimages, and great Numbers running into Cloifters,

and grown as unequal a Match now for the Danes, as the BiitiJIj had been for

the Saxons before. Yet this Century palled not without many various Succef-

fes between the Two Nations, many Viftories and many Defeats on both fides,

fo that Twelve Battles are laid to have been fought between them in one Year.

The Danes divided their Force into feveral Camps, removed them from one

part of the Country to another, as they were forced by Neceflity ofProvifions^

or invited by Hopes of new Spoils, or the Weakncfs and Divifions of the Eng-

lijh; at length, fortified Pofts and Pafiages, built Callles for Defence of Bor-

ders one againlt the other, which gave the Beginning to thofe numerous Forts

and Caftles that were fcattered over the whole Country, and lalled fo long,

as to remain, many of them, to this very Age. The Englifi fometimcs re-

pulfed thefe Invafions, fometimes purchafed the Safety of their Provinces by
great Sums of Money, which occafioned great Exaftions of their Kings upon
the People, and that great Difcontents ; while the Danes increafing Itill by
new Supplies of Numbers and Force, began to mingle among the Inhabitants of

thofe Parts they had fubdued, made Truces and Treaties, and thereupon grew
to live more peaceably under the Laws and Government of the Englijh Kings.

jilfred, to prevent the Danger of new Invafions, began to build Ships for the

Defence of his Coafts; and Edgar ^ a Prince of great Wifdom and Felicity in

his Reign applying all his Thoughts to the Increafe and Greatnefs of his Na-
val Forces, as the true Strength and Safety of his Kingdom, raifed them to

that Height, both of Numbers and Force, and difpofedthem with that Order,

for the Guard of the Seas round the whole Ifland as proved not only fuffi-

cient to fecure his own Coafts from any new Invafions, but the Seas themfelves

from the Rovers and Spoilers of thofe Northern Nations, who had i"o long in-

fefted them i fo that all Traders were glad to come under his Protection:

"Which gave a Rife to that Right, fo long claimed by the Crown oi England to

the Dominion of the Seas, about the Year (.60.

But thefe Provifions for the Safety of the Kingdom, began to decline with

the Life of Edgar, and neglcfted in the fucceeding Reigns, made way for new
Expeditions of the Danes, who cxafted new Tribute from the Kings, and

Spoils from the Subjeft s ; 'till Etbelred, compounding with them for his own
Safety, and their peaceable living in England, and fortifying himfclf by an

Alliance with Richard Duke of Normandy, laid a Defign for the general Mafta-

cre of the Danes fprcad abroad and living peaceably throughout the Realm,
which was carried on with that Secrecy and Concurrence of all the Englijh^

that it was executed upon one Day, and the whole Nation of the Danes maf-

facred in England about the Year 1001.

This cruel and perfidious Maffacre of fo many Thoufands, inftead of end-

ing the long Miferies of this Kingdom from the Violences, Invafions, and In-

trufions of the Danes, made way for new and greater Calaniities than before :

For Swane King of Denmark, exafperated by the Slaughter of his Nation here,

and among them of his own Sifter, and animated by the Succcfics of fo many
private
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private Expeditions ; foon after landed with great Forces, formed feveral

Camps of Danes in feveral Parts of England^ filled all with Spoil and Slaugh-
ter, forced Ethelred to fly for Relief into Normandy ; and though he returned

again, yet being a weak and cruel Prince, and thereby ill beloved, and ill

obeyed by his Subjefts, he never recovered Strength enough to oppofe the
Forces and Numbers of the Danes, to whom many of the Englijh Nobles, as

well as Commoners, had in his Abfence fubmitted.

Swane died before he could atchieve this Adventure j but left his Son Canute

in a Courfe of fuch profperous Fortunes, and the Englip fo broken or divided,

that coming out of Denmark with new Forces in two hundred Ships, he re-

duced Edmund Son of Ethelred, firll to a Divifion of the whole Kingdom be-
tween them, and after his untimely Death, was by the v/hole Nobility of the

Realm acknowledged and received for King of England. This fierce Prince
cut ofFfome of the Royal Line, and forced others into Exile, reigned long^

and left the Crown for two Succeffions to his Danifl} Race, who all fwore to

govern the Realm by the Laws which had been eftablifhed, or rather digefted,

by Edward the Firll, and Edgar, out of the old Saxon Cuftoms and Conllituti-

ons. But Hardecnute, laft of the Danip Kings, dying fuddenly at a Feaft, in

the Year 1041, left the Race fo hated, by the Impofition and Exaftion of
feveral Tributes upon his People, that Edward, furnamed I'be ConfeJJor, and
Grandfon to Edgar, coming out of Normandy, where he had been long pro-

te£bed, found an eafy Acceffion to the Crown, by the general Concurrence both
of Nobles and People, and with great Applaufe reltor'd the Saxon Race, in

the Year 104;.

Thus expired, not only the Dominion, but all Attempts or Invafions of the

Danes in England; which, though continued and often renewed, with mighty
Numbers, for above two hundred Years, yet left no Change of Laws, Cu-
ftoms, Language, or Religion, nor other Traces of their Eltablilhments here,

befides the many Callles they built, and many Families they left behind them,
who after the Acceffion oi Edward the Confejfor to the Crown, wholly fubmit-

ting to his Government, and peaceably inhabiting, came to incorporate, and
make a Part of the Englijlo Nation, without any Diftinftion.

Edward the ConfeJJ'or reigned long, reduced the Laws of Edward, Alfred^

and Edgar's Reigns into more Form and Order, and governed by them. His
Wars were fuccefsful both in Scotland and Wales^ though managed by his

Leaders and without his Prefence. But being a Prince of a foft and eafy Na-
ture, he gave way to the growing Power and Arrogance of Earl Godwin and
his Sons, who had been the chief Inftrumcnts of advancing him to the Throne,
upon the Condition of marrying Earl Godwhi'i Daughter. After he was let-

tied in the Kingdom, either upon Gratitude or Inclination to the People and
Cuftoms of a Country where he had lived long, and been well received when
he was banilhed from his own j he invited many of his Norman Friends into

England, employ'd them in his greateft Offices either of Church or State, and
upon fome Quarrels between them and the EnglijJj, exprefs'd too much Pai-tia-

lity to the Normans: This gave Godwin and his Son Harold., Occafion or Pre-

tence of raifing and heading great Difcontents of the Englijl) againft the Nor-
man Favourites, and at laft Infurreftions againft the King; who foft in his

Nature, devout in his Temper, and now declined in his Age, endeavoured
rather to appcafe thefe Troubles by Articles than by Arms, and thereby left

Harold too powerful for a Subjeft, and afpiring to the Crown Edward had
no Children J

and though he i'eemed defirous to leave the Crown to his Ne-
phew, yet diftrufting his Weaknefs to defend it againft fo powerful a Rival,

it does not appear, or is not agreed among Authors, whether he made any
Difpofition of it at his Death, or noj or whether any fuch, at Icaft, as was
afterwards pretended.

Harold alledged, That he was appointed by Edward the Confe/for to fucceed

him, was believed by fome, and allowed by more, who followed his Power,
rather than his Right, and was immediately after the King's Death, elefted or

admitted to the Crown,
His
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His fiilt Trouble was from his own Brother, who being the Elder, had ob-

tained Allillancc from Nor-ivay^ to fet up a Title or Pretence to the Kingdom,
though he could have no other, but that his Brother had ufurpcd it. Harold

having marched into the North, overthrown his Brother and his Army of

Strangers or Difcontents, with great Slaughter, at Stamford^ was fuddenly re-

called by a more dangerous and fatal Storm from the South. For TVilliam Duke
oi Nortnandy^ furnamed The Conqueror^ was landed at Hajiings with a mighty

Army of ftout Norman Soldier?, to purfue a Right he pretended to the Suc-

ceffion of the Crown after the Death of Edward. What this was, is but ob-

fcurely proved or defended. But the Pretext was, That Edivird had by Tef-

tament left him Succeffor of the Crown; and that Harold^ while he was laft

in Nortnandy, had likewifc aflured him of his Ailiftance to advance him to the

Kin.fTdom upon the Death of the King; and the Duke therefore fcnt to put

him in mind of that Engagement. But Harold was in pofleflion, and admit-

ted neither of thefe Clauns, refolved to defend well what he hud gotten ill,

iince the apparent Right was in Edgar Jthcling^ defcended from the true Saxon

Race, and from a Brother of Ed-ward she Confeff'or. To decide thefe Difputes

between the two powerful Pretenders (while the jull Right lay unregarded

for want of Force to fupport it) a fierce and bloody Battle was fought near

Hajiings^ which continued for a whole Day, with great Bravery and Slaugh-

ter on both fides ; but ended with the Death of Harold, moft of the braved

Captains, and above fixty thoufand Soldiers of the Englijh Nation, who refol-

ved to defend a Domeltick Ufurper againfl: a Foreign Invader; and by the

Lofs of their Lives made cafy Way for the undifputed SuccefTion of I4'illiam

the Conqueror to the Crown oi England, about the Year io<5(5, or, as fome ac-

count, 1 068.

This Norman Prince was Natural Son of Robert the Sixth Duke o? Norman-

dy, by Arlctte, a very beautiful Virgin oi Falaize, with whom he fell in Love,

as fhe flood gazing at her Door, whilil he pafled through that Town : So that

he was the llfue of a fudden and ftrong Inclination ; like a noble Plant, raifed

in a hot Bed, which gave it fuch Force and Vigour, as made it profper and

grow to fo great a Height : Nor is it unlikely, that the ancient Heroes deri-

ved themfelves from fome Gods, to cover the Misfortunes or Follies, the

Rapes or Loves, of fome fair Maidens, or elfe the Pafllons of fome frail Wives,

who loved a Gallant better than a Husband : And the Force of fuch Encoun-
ters might have Part in the Conftitution of a young Hero, and give a Natural

Vigour, Spirit, and Luftrc to the Children, from the Flames wherein they

were conceived. 'Tis certain this young Conqueror owed his Greatnefs to

his Birth, and his Fortunes to his Perfonal Merit, from the Strength of his

Temper, and Vigour of his Mind : For he had a Body of Iron, as well as a

Heart of Steel ; yet his Intelleftuals were, at leaft, equal to his other natural

Advantages ; and he appears as Wife in his Politick Inftitutions, as he was

Bold in his Enterprizes, or Brave and Fortunate in the Atchievement of his

great Adventures.

His Father Robert growing old, fell into a Fit of Devotion, frequent

enough in that Age; which made him refolve upon a Vifit to the Holy Se-

pulchre: His Nobles ufcd all Arguments they could to difiuade him, but

chiefly from the want of lawful Iflue, and the Competition like to arife upon
his Death, between fevcral great Pretenders, which might prove dangerous to

his Country, and, perhaps, fatal to the Norman State. But he perfifted in

the Dcfign of his Journey, and told them, He had a young Son, that he be-

lieved certainly to be his own, and of whofe Pcrfon and Difpofition he had
great Hopes, and therefore refolved to leave him his Succeffor in the Dutchy

;

recommended him to their Care and Loyalty, and appointed the King of
France to be his Guardian, and the Duke of Britain his Governor, who was
one of the faireft Pretenders to the Succeflion of that Dutchy, after the fail-

ing of Robert^ Line : An unufual Strain or TefHmony of the good Faith and
Meaning of that Age, where Honour was fo much more in requeft than Inte-

refl, that fuch a Prince could trufl a Son of reproached Birth and difputed

4 Rightj
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Right, to a powerful Neighbour, the likeliefl; to invade him, and fo a Pre^
tender, that flood the fairclt lo conteft his Title.

The Prince was not above Nine or Ten Years old, when Duke Robert cau-
fed his Nobles and chief Norman Subjefts, to fvvear Fealty to him, and after-

wards carried him to do Homage to tienry the Firft, King of France^ for the
Dutchy of Normandy^ according to the Cuftom of the former Dukes, lince

their firft Accords with that Crown, after their Conquefts and Eftablifhments
in that Part of France, which was before czWtd Neujlry, and took the Name of
Normandy from thofe fierce Invaders: Thefe coming from the Coafts of A'isr-

'ivay, in two feveral Expeditions, with mighty Numbers of a brave, but bar-
barous People, had, about two hundred Years before, firft ravaged the
Coafts oi Holland zndi Flanders, then entred the Mouth of the Scin, lubjefted

the Country by unrefifted Arms > then taking the City of Rouen, Capital of
that Province, upon Compofition, and made Inroads from thence into the lile

of France, and near Paris it felf, with fuch Fury and Succefs, that the King
of France, embroiled then at Home, thought fit to tame thefe Lions, rather

than longer to oppofe them, and threw them that noble and fruitful Morfel of
Normandy, to alfuage their Hunger; yielding it up wholly to their Leader
Roul, upon Conditions of his turning Chriftian, and his holding that Dutchy
from the Crown of France, for him and his Succefibrs.

After thefe Ceremonies were pafted of the Homages received in Normandy,
and given in France, the old Duke Robert delivered his young Son himfelf into

the Hands and Tutelage of the French King, upon the Confidence of great

Services he had formerly done him, in Difputes about the Crown ; and im-
meuiafeiy after thefe Tranfaftions, began his Voyage into Afia, where he
iived nut long, and left his Son to be the Founder of his own Fortunes, rather

tl .n Heir of his Father's ; which he found expofed to all forts of Dangers from
',1.- rendcrncTs ot his Age, the Reproach of his Birth, a fufpe6led Guardian,

a diiputcd Title, and a diltradled State.

After the News of Uuke Robert's, Deceafe, the Nobles of Normandy by him
intrufted with the Government during his Son's Minority, found themfclves

foon involved in many Difficulties, by the open Factions of fome Nobles,
who envied their Greatnefsj and by the private Praftices of others, who be-

ing derived from fome of the former Dukes, refolved to fet up their Preten-

ces to the Succeflion, but mafqued their Defigns at firft, and herded with the

common Difcontents, againft the prelent Adminiftration. The Governors,
faithful to the Truft repoled in them by the Father, and the Fealty they had
fworn to the Son, efteemed the Prefence of the young Prince neceftary to

fupport their Authority and his Title, and thereupon prevailed with the

King of France to fend him into Normandy
-f
which he did accordingly, with

great Honour to himfelf, and Kindnefs to the young Duke, as well as Satis-

faftion to all his loyal Subjefts j but to the Difappointment of thofe, who
pretended their Difcontents rather againft the Governors, than the Succef-

fion.

No Prince ever came fo early into the Cares and Thorns of a Crown, nor

felt them longer, engaged in Difficulties and Toils, in Hardships and Dan-
gers; his Lite expofed to the Arms of Enemies, the Plots of Aflaffins; his

Reign embroiled by the Revolts of his Subjefts, the Invafions of his Neigh-
bours; and his whole Life, though very long, fpent in the neceflary and dan-

gerous Defence of his own Title and Dominion, or in the ambitious Defigns

of acquiring greater : Yet none ever furmounted all with more Conftancy of

Mind, Prudence of Conduft, and Felicity of Fortune, By all which, he fecms

born to have been rather a great Prince, than a happy Man.

His firftContefts and Dangers, arofe from the declared Competition of the

Pretenders to the Succeflion of the Dutchy, who, favoured by the Defefts of

his Birth, and grounding their Title upon their own legitimate Defcent, found

fo many followers at Home, and fuch Affiftance from fome neighbouring

Princes, that, agreeing together againft the prefent Pofieflbr, tho' difputrng

among themfelves upon their own Rights, they raifed great Forces, and con-

VoL. II. Y y y ftraineU



546 An INTRODUCTION to the

ftraincd the young Duke to appear, not only nt the Head of his Councils,

but of his Armies too, by that time he was full Seventeen Years old.

Thefe Civil "Wars continued long, with many various Succelles, bloody

Encounters, dcfeatmg and recruiting of Troops, furprizing, facking, belieg-

intr relieving of Towns, and waftmg of Countries > till at laft, the Duke, by

hifVi^ilance, Prudence, Courage, and Induftry, fubdued totally, not only

the Forces, but the Hearts of all his Competitors and Enemies at Home, and

forced them to quit both Normandy and France^ and feek new Fortunes, or,

at Icall, Proteftion, in Italy^ under the Banners and Service of thole North-

ern Princes, who had firrt, by afllfting their Friends, and then purfuing their

own Fortunes, made themfelves Malters of ylptiUa^ Calabria^ and Sicily. So

o-reat was the Prowefs and Conduft of thofe brave Norman Adventureis, that

from TruhanSf as the French called them, becaufe they could not ftay at home,

bur left their own Country, to feek Room in foreign and diftant Regions,

they became PolTcffbrs and Sovereigns, in lefs than Two hundred Years, of

one noble Dutchy in France^ a great Kingdom in the beft Parts of Iialy^ and

a greater yet, and more renowned, in the BritiJ]} ;fle, and thereby exchanged

the favat^e Woods, and barren Mountains of Noriioay^ for three of the fruit-

fuUeft, faireft, and moft pleafant Countries in tiie Wellern Parts of Europe^

and which had been obfervedj both before and fince, to produce the braveft

Bodies and Courages of any Provinces among their Neighbour Nations.

The Defeats and final Overthrow of Competitors at Home, gave Duke
William no long Quiet j for another appeared from Abroad, more dangerous

than any of the former : This was Martcl Earl of Anjou.^ that was not only

a Prince of great Pofleffions, but yet more formidable, by the Alliance and

Affiftance ot the King of France., who, jealous of the Norman Greatnefs,

thought it both wife and juft, to prevent its farther Growth, and abate a

Neighbour's Power, before it grew too high, and, perhaps, out of his Reach,

by the Conduft, Ambition, and Fortune of fuch an afpiring Prince.

To this End, and upon fmall Pretences (which never fail a ftrong Invader)

he encouraged, if not let on foot, the Earl of jlnjoti'% Pretenfions to the Dut-

chy of Normandy, gave him firft his Countenance and Afliftance, to juftify

his Claim, and purfue it by Arms, but by degrees, engaged in an open and

declared War againft the Duke : This he profecuted with much Paflion and

Violence, imploying in it not only all the Forces he could raifc, but his own
Perfon to command them, attended by many, the chief Nobles of his King-

dom, and many great Perfons of his Allies.

Duke fFiUiam loft nothing of his Temper or Courage, upon the Approaches

of fo great a Storm, but prepared firft for his Defence j till flufti'd with Suc-

cefs in many Encounters, and trufting to the Bravery and AfFeftions of his

Army, though much inferior to the French., he brought the Quarrel to the

Decifion of two fierce Battles in two pitch'd Fields : The firft ended in an

entire Vi6tory on the Duke's fide, with the Slaughter of three Parts of his

Enemies, amounting to above thirty thoufand Men. This Lofs, however,

rather inraged, tnan difcouraged the King of France., who gave himfelf or

his Enemies no Quiet, 'till he engaged the Normans in a fecond Battle, with

greater Forces and Rage on both fides, but with the fame Succefs the former

had ended. In this Field the King of France loft the Flower of his Army,

the greateft part of his Nobles, and hardly efcaped himfelf in Perfon. But

that little availed this unfortunate Prince, who was fo fenfible of the Lofs,

and, as he thought, Difhonour, received by fo unequal a Match, that he

had not the Heart to furvive it long, but died of Grief, and thereby gave an

End to this War, and left Duke Ji'illiam a calm and peaceable Reign, till he

difturbedhis own and his Neighbours Quiet, by new and greater Adventures.

But to difcover their Caufes, and judge better of the Events, we muft have

recourfe to the Accidents of the former Reigns, both in England and Norman-

dy, and the great Commerce and Intelligences that were thereby grown, for

many Years part, between thefe two Courts and Nations.

Ed'wardy
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Edivard^ for his Piety, furnamed The Confefor, the laft King of the Saxofi
Race in England, had, by the Perfccution of his Enemies under the Reign of
Hardecnute the Dane, been forced to leave England, and feek Shelter in Nor-
mandy^ where he was kindly received, nobly entertained by the Duke, lived
long there with many Englijh, who adhered to his Right, followed his For-
tunes, and fliared in the Caufes and Reliefs of his Banifhmentj fome found
Imployments, others Alliances, all. Favour and kind Reception in Normandy.
Thefe mutual good Offices produced fo much Kindnefs between the Givers
and Receivers, that 'tis by fome Writers reported, King Edivard, during his
Refidence in the Norman Court, promifed Duke Robert, That in cafe he re-
covered the Kingdom oi England, and died without Iffiie, he would leave him
the Crown. The firft happening, and Edward reftored by the Power of Earl
God-win, or rather the general Difcontents of the EngliJJ} againft the Danijlj
Race and Government, 'tis certain. King Edward, after his Reftoration, or
rather firft Acceffion to the Crown, ever appeared more favourable and par-
tial to the Normansy than was well refented by his EngUJ]} Subjefts in general}
but Earl Godwin and his Son Harold were fo offended, that they made it the
Caufe or Pretence of a dangerous Infurreftion, and were forced, upon the ill

Succefs thereof, to leave the Kingdom, and fly into Flanders^ though after

reftored and received by the King, rather by Force, than any free and willing
Confent.

Duke William^ after the End of his Wars with France^ had turned his

Thoughts to the common Arts and Entertainments of Peace, regulating the
Abufes of his State, and the Diforders introduced by a long Courfe of Wars
and Violence, adorning his Palaces and Houfes of Pleafure, building Churches
and Abbies, and endowing them with great Bounty and Piety : After which
he made a Journey into England^ where he was received and entertained by
King Edward^ with the fame Kindnefs himfelf had found in the Norman Court %

for which, like a good Prince, he was much pleafed to make this Return of
Gratitude, as well as Juftice. In this Vifit, 'tis faid by fome Authors, that

the Duke gained fo far upon the Efteem and Kindnefs of the King, that he
then renewed to the Son in England, the Promife he had formerly made the
Father in Normandy^ of leaving him the Crown by Teftament, in cafe he died
without Iftue.

Some time after the Duke's Return, Harold Son to Earl Godwin^ and Heir
of his great PofTeffions and Dependances in England, was forced by a Storm (as

he at leaft pretended) upon the Coafts of Normandy; and to refrefh himfelf
after the I'oils and Dangers of his Sea Voyage, went firft to the Norman
Court, and after fome Stay there, to that o^ France; and was in both enter-

tained like a Perfon known to be of fo great Confideration and Power in Eng-
land. But his laft Vifit at Paris, was thought defigned only to cover the true
Intention of his firft in Normandy ; where he engaged to affift that Duke with
all his Friends and Force, in his Claim to the Crown of England, upon King
Edward's Death ; which happening not long after, William claimed the Crown
by virtue of a Teftament from that King, and of an Engagement from Harold.

But he, on the contrary, denied any fuch Teftament from the deceafed

Prince •, alledged an Appointment made by him at his Death for Harold to
fucceed him ; difowned any Promife made in Favour of the Duke, and ma-
king the beft Ufe of the Credit and Authority gained by his Father and him-
felf in a crazy and difeafed State, during the foft Reign of a weak, though
pious. King J Harold fet up boldly for himfelf, without any refped of Right,
beyond the Peoples Submiffion (interpreted for their Confent), and was eleded
King by thofe Nobles and Commons of his Friends, or indifferent Perfons,

who aflembled at his Coronation; leaving to Edgar Jtheling an undoubtedj
but yet unregarded Right of Succelfion; znd to fFilliam, a difputed Pka, from
the alledged Teftament of the deceafed King.

The Duke, fond of thofe ambitious Hopes he had framed early, and nou-

rifhed long, and fpighted at the perfidious Dealing of Harold towards him,
and his Infolence towards the Englifo Nation, in feizing the Crown and Go-
Vol. II. Y y y i vern-
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vemment, againft all Juftice, or fo much as Pretence of Right (which is com-

monly made ule cf to cover the moll kwlefs Anions) aflembles his Eftates of

Nornianih, expofes to them his Claim to England; the Wrong done him by

Harold; his Refolutions of profecuting both with his utmoft Power j the

Glory as well as juftice of the Enterprize> the Hopes of Succefs from his

own Right j and the Hatred in Engkind of the Ufurper, as well as the Friends

and Intelligences he had in that Kingdom ; the Greatncfs of Spoils and Poflef-

fions, by the Conqueft of his Enemies ; and the Share he intended his Friends

and Followers, according to each Man's Merit and Contribution towards the

Advancement of his Defigns.

Though the Generality of the Normans in this Afiembly, were not at firit

very much moved by thefe Difcourfes, as either doubting the Right or Suc-

cefs of fo hazardous an Adventure, yet they could not difcourage what they

were unwilling to promote, fince they found the Prince had it fo much at

Heart; who prevailed with feveral of the greateft Bifhops and Nobles of TVo?-

mandy^ to make him a voluntary Offer of what Monies, Men, and Ships they

would each of them furnilli towards this Enterprize, as well as of their own
iperfonal Attendance upon him, in fo noble and juft a Defign.

This free and magnanimous Offer of the greateft among them, in fome

Degree, fpiiitcd not only the reft of the Affembly, but had much Influence

upon the People in general, who grew confident of the Succefs, from the

Greatnefs and Boldnefs of the iJndertakers, fo as they fell into Emulation,

who Ihould engage fooneft, and contribute fartheft upon this Occafion.

The Duke, affifted to his Expeftation by his Subjects, began to pradtife up-

on the Hopes and Ambition of his Neighbours, who, weary of the long Quiet

they had lived in at Home, fince the part they had taken in I'he French and

Norman Wars, begun to grow fond of fome new Aftion, and to look out for

new Adventures.

The Duke had gained and deferved fo high Eftecm and general Reputationi,

by the wife Conduct of his Government, both in Peace and in War, by his

Juftice and Bounty, his Valour and his Clemency, that he was renowned not

only among his Subjeds and his Neighbours, but in the remoter Regions of

Germany and Italy; and found a Concurrence in this Defign from many Prin-

ces his Friends, and fome who had been his greateft Enemies: He was fa-

voured and affifted with Money, or with Soldiers, by the Dukes of Britain

and of Brabant^ the Counts oi Bolognc and Flanders^ and his ancient Competitor

the Earl oi Jnjou: By many Princes oi France^ the moft confidcred in that

Court; as, the Duke oi Orleans, Earls o( Poitou und Maine, excited by the

Honour of the Enterprize, or Fame of the Leader, at a Time when the In-

fancy of their King gave them no Hopes of Aftion at Home, and left that

Cvov.n unconcerned in what paffed Abroad. The Emperor fent fome choice

Troop?, and experienced Commanders, to ferve in this Expedition; and the

Pope, induced by the Fame of this Duke's great Virtues, and Piety, in the

whole Courfe of his Reign, which had now lafted above forty Years, fent him

a Banner he had bleffed, with fcvcral Relicks; and thereby was eftcemed,

according to the Devotion of thofc Times, to have juftified his Title, and even

fanftified his Arms.

With all thefe Advantages, this brave Duke began and finifhed his mighty

Preparations, by a general Concurrence of his own Nobles and Subjefts, and

a Confluence of moft of the bold adventurous Spirits in hi Neighbour Provin-

ces led by the Defires of Glory or of Gains: The Princes trufted hisFaith

and his Promifes, .which he had never forfeited : The Knights and Soldiers

relied upon his Valour and his Fortune, which had never failed in the long and

happy Courfe of his Reign.

What the Number was of the Army he brought over into England, is not

diftinftly related, or well agreed ; but muft be concluded to have been very

'Treat, by that of the Ships wherein they were embarked, which were between

eight and nine hundred: Befides, they were all chofen and brave Troops,

excellently difciplined, commanded by gallant Officers, ftrongly united by
the
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the Love of their Prince, and encouraged by the common Hatred of Harold
his Enemy, both at Home and Abroad : A known Ufurper, cruel in his Na-
ture, of Danifi Extraftion, and thereby ungrateful to the Englijh j a Hater of
his own Blood, and who had never triumphed, but over his own Brother > and
by a bloody Viftory at Stamford, had loft the braveft of his Troops, as he
had done before the Hearts of his Subjefts.

The Duke landed his Army at Hajlings in Sujfex, about the beginning of
OSlober •, and expefting a general Submiffion of the EngHJJ} to his Right and
Title (^pretended from the Tellament of Edivard thz Confeffor) or the Dcfer-
tion of Harold (as an Uiurper) by his own Armyj he made at firft no Show
of invading a hoftile Country, but rather of incamping in his own : Forbid-
ding all Injuries to any of the Inhabitants, and all Spoil of the Country about
him : And fo continued, with his whole Army, in a quiet and peaceable man-
ner, for about a Fortnight, cither to refrefh his Troops, or to expeft how his
Claim to the Crown, and Arrival upon it, would be received in England.

But after this Time expired, he was foon roufed by the Approach of Ha-
rold, who returned from the Defeat of his Brother, and his Danijh Affiftants,

with all the Forces he had employed in that Expedition, and all he could in-
vite or colle£t out of the Country as he paflcd. The firft were ftanding
Troops, numerous and brave, which he kept for the Defence of his Perfon
and Title, knowing they were both generally hated in England. The laft

were ill-difciplined, and worfe affecbed, and ferved only to increafe the Num-
ber of his Army, which was very great.

Upon approach of his Enemies, he fent Spies into the Norman Camp, who
were taken, and courteoully ufed by the Duke i carried thro' all his Troops,
{hewed their Difcipline and Difpafal, and fent back with Rewards. At their
Return, they toid Harold, that the Ntrmans looked rather like an Army of
Priefts, than of Soldiers, by their great Silence and Order in their Camp, as

well as by their Faces being all Ihaved.

'Tis faid, the Duke, before the Battle, fent an Offer to Harold.^ to decide
the Quarrel between them by fingle Combat, and thereby fpare their Subjefts
Blood ; which Hkrold refufed, and faid. He would leave it to God to deter-
ftiine. Upon which, his Brother defired him. That he would not be prefent
at the Battle, becaufe he had formerly fworn to Duke William to aflift his

Title upon King Edivard's Death j and rather leave it to them, who had a
jufter Caufe } and fhould fight only for Defence of their Counery, and with-
out Breach of Oath. But the Courage of Harold was more than his Con-
fcience, and fo both Parts difpofed their Armies for a pitch'd Battle next
Morning: after the Englijh had pafled the Night in Songs and Feafting, and
the Normans in much Devotion.
The Fight began with great Fury, and equal Bravery, as well as Order,

on both fides. The EngUJh were cruelly gauled by thick Showers of Arrows
from the Norman Long Bows, before the Battle joined ; which was a Weapon
then unufed in England, and thereby the more furprizing, by Wounds coming
from Enemies fo far out of Reach, and not fuddenly to be revenged. But
when they came up to clofe Fight, the Normans were hewed down by the

Englifl} Bills, which of all Weapons give the moft ghaftly and deplorable
Wounds. Befides, their Points were fo ftrong and fo clofe together, that no
Charges of the Norman Horfe, could break the Englijlj Ranks, though the
Duke afiaulted them fo often, and with fo great Bravery, that he had three

Horfes killed under him in the Attempt. But finding them continue firm, he
at length, by a Signal, caufed a fudden Flight to be feigned, by his Normans
that were moft advanced : Upon which, the Englijh, eafily deceived by their

own Courage, as well as Hopes, began fuch an eager Purfuit, as by it they
diffblved their Ranks, that had been otherwife impenetrable. Upon this In-
cident, before expe&ed, and foon difcovered by the Duke, and upon another
Signal given, the Normans returned with greater Fury than before; broke
into the difordered Body of the Englifi, routed and purfued them to a rifing

Ground ; where their broken Forces Avade a Stand, fell again into Order, and

cncou-
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encouraged by the Speeches, but more by the brave Example oi Harold^ they

renewed the Fight, and made a mighty Slaughter of the Normans, as they

endeavoured to force them againft the Difadvantage of the Hill which they

defended.

The Fiercenefs and Obftinacy of this memorable Battle, was often renewed

by the Courage of the Leaders, where-ever that of the Soldiers began to

faint ; 'till the Normans leaving the Aflault of the Hill, too obftinately de-

fended, and keeping a little Diltance, fell again to their Arrows, with one of

which Harold was mot quite through the Head, and fell to the Ground : And
by his Death gave the Vi6tory and the Field to lYit Normans., which had hither-

to continued doubtful on both fides > and feemed thus far to have been fought

with equal Courage, and with equal Lofs. But the Flight of the EngUJ}}^ up-

on Harold's Fall, foon determined it, and was followed by a long and bloody

Purfuit of the Normans, which lafted 'till Night, and left mighty Numbers
of the EngliJJ} llain in the Flight, that had been fafe in the Battle j and the

reft of them wholly difperfed, though cover'd by the Night : So different are

the Effefts of Courage and of Fear, and fo juft the Rewards of both j the

firft, which feeks Dangers, often avoids themj the other, often runs into

them, by endeavouring to efcape them : Much greater Numbers falling in

all Battles, by the Purfuit of thofe that fly, than by the Slaughter of thofe

that fight.

Nothing feems to fliow the Grcatnefs of England fo much at this Time,
as that Harold fhould be able to affemble fo mighty an Army to oppofe this

Invafionj and find above threefcore thoufand Men, brave enough not only

to fight, but to lofe their Lives in his Defence; For fo many are agreed to

have been flain of the EngUp at this Battle of Hajiings; where he loft his

Crown and his Life together ; and left the Field, with the Kingdom, to this

brave Norman Conqueror. This was the Man, thefe the Forces, and fuch

the Circumftances that contributed to fo famous an Enterprizcj by which the

Fate o{ England was determined, in or about the Year io65.

The Duke after this famous Viftory, refolved not to lofe the Fruits and

Advantages he had thereby gained (which is often done) for Want of Speed,

or Vigor, in the Profccution, wherein Celerity is fometimes of more Con-
fequcnce than Force. Therefore, after the Purluit of his broken Enemies, and

a fhort Refrefliment of his own Army; he began immediately his March to-

wards London., -where was all the Strength then left in the Kingdom j believ-

ing if he could be Mafter of the Head, the reft of the Body would follow,

without more Struggle or Refiftance.

In his March he is faid to have exercifed much Cruelty towards all he found in

Arms, witli great Rigour and Opprcflion upon the other Inhabitants, and Spoil

of the Countries where he pafied ; 'till cntring into a woody Part oi Kent., and

advancing with his Vanguard before the reft of his Army, he found himfelf al-

moft environed with mighty Numbers of the Kentipmen., who had concealed

themfeives in the Wood, by carrying every Man a great Bough of a Tree, like

a Shield, in his Hand. But when they faw the Norman Troops, and the Duke
at the Head of them, within their Danger, they began on a fudden to march,

like a moving Wood, 'till approaching their Enemies, they threw down
their Boughs, and difcovered on all Sides a Multitude of brave armed Men,
ready to charge the Normans., that ftood furprized and amazed at the Strange-

nefs of the Sight, which appeared as if a Wood had been, by fome Enchant-

ment, transformed into an Army: But the KentiJJjmen approaching, made a

Halt, and fent the Abbot of St. yfiijlin's to tell the Duke, That all the Men
of that Province were there aflemblcd, to defend their Country and their Li-

berties, or to fell their Lives as dear as they could ; that if he would fwcar

to prefervc them in thofe ancient Laws and Cuftoms, under which they and
their Anceftors had fo long lived, they were all ready to lay down their

Arms, and become his Subjefts; if nor, he muft prepare to fight with Men
that had refolved to lofe their Lives, rather than their Liberties and Laws.
The Duke finding he was too far advanced to join the Body of his Army

before
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before he engaged, and unwilling to venture all his Fortunes and Hopes
againfl: fuch numerous Bands as thefe appeared, and of fo dcfperate Men
granted to all the Inhabitants of the Province of Kent^ the Pretcrvation and
free Enjoyment of all their ancient Laws and Cuftoms under the Sason
Reigns, fwore the Obfervance of his Grant, received their Homage, and fo
purlued his March. This is reprcfcnted as a forc'd Prelude to a fu'bfequenc
voluntary Ad of this Prince, whereby he made, or confirmed, the fame Con-
cefTion, in general, to all the reft of the Kingdom. And though this Adven-
ture of the Kentjf.nnen be not recorded with great Evidence of Truth, or
Agreement of Circumftances, or of Time (for fome Writers place it before
his firft Arrival at London.^ others after, and upon an Expedition to reduce
the CaiHe of Dover) yet it is related by fo many Authors, and is fo gene-
rally received by vulgar Tradition, that it feems not to be omitted : But whert,
or however it happened, or whether at all or no, is not material to the Hi-
ftory of this Prince, or to the following A6tionSj or Inftitutions, of his

Reign.
In the City of London^ befides the great Numbers and Riches of the In-

habitants, were retired moft of the great Nobles of the Kingdom, both Ec-
clefiaftical and Secular, who had not been engaged in Aftion of either Side j

and attended what would be the IfTue of this llrong and violent Convulfion
of the State. Upon Decifion of the laft Battle, they all confulted together
with the Citizens, what was beft to be advifed and done for their common
Intereft and Safety, as well as of the whole Kingdom j which was like to run
their Fate, by following their Example. Many of the Secular Nobles were
for coUefting what Forces they could, and making a Stand, either in the
Field, or in the Townj and thereby trying their Fortunes, or, at the worft,
making Conditions ; for they could not bear that their great PofTeflions and
Lands ibould lie at the Mercy of a Prince, whofe Will might be as boundlefs
as his Power, and who had fo great a Train to be rewarded at their Colt, and
by the Spoils, if he pleafed, of the whole Kingdom.
The Citizens feared the hoflile Entrance of an incenfed Army, upon a

weak Refiftance, and the fudden Lofs of their PolTeflions, which confilHng
chie-fly in Moveables, might be feiz'd in a Day, and diffipated, paft any Re-
covery, by the very Grace of the Prince, or fucceeding Compofition between
him and the reft of the Kingdom : They thought no Forces could be col-
lected, either in Time, upon fo fudden Approach, or with Strength enough
to make Oppofition, in a Body that had loft fo much Blood, and\vithout a
Head to command them, or, upon any Treaty, to manage their common In-
terefts to the beft Advantage j and fo they were difpofed to fubmit to what
they efteemed the Fate of the Kingdom. The Archbiftiops, Bifhops, and
the reft of the Clergy, were a fort of State apart, within the State it felf,

having a Jurifdi£tion independent (as they pretended, and were ufually al-

lowed in that Age) upon the Secular Power j they held their Lands and Pof-
feffions in the Kingdom, by another Tenure than the Laity pretended, and
feared not to lofe them under any Prince that was a Chriftian, which made
them more indifferent of what Race, or by what Title he held the Crown i

and fo more eafy to fall in with the Stream of any Changes or new Revo-
lutions : Befides, they were poflefled with the Fame of this Prince's Piety,
and the Opinion of his Right having been determined by the Pope's appro-
ving and affifting it with his Benedifton. They thought, as well as the Citi-
zens, that this Torrent was not to be refifted; that a faint and fruitlefs Op-
pofition would but exafperate the Duke, and make him continue, as well as

begin his Reign, like a Conqueror; and therefore efteemed the wifeft Part
was, to acknowledge his Right, and thereby tempt to perfuade him into a
fafer and eafier Form of Government, both for himfelf and his Subjects, as a
juft and lawful King.

The Clergy was in very great Authority at this Time, and among all forts

of People in the Kingdom, having enjoyed and exercifed it here, during the
whole Courfe of the Saxon Reigns, after thofe Kings became Chfiftians in this

Iflandj
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Ifland •, nor could any other Authority rife fo high, and fpread fo far, as

growing from fo many Roots; They were allowed to be the Guides and In-

Itruftors of Mankind in all fpiritual Worlhip and Divine Service, and even

the Difpcnfers ofthofe Graces and Forfeitures upon which depended the Re-
wards or Punifhments of a future State -, which being greater and longer than

thofe of this Life, gave them more Influence upon the Minds of i en, than

any fccular Jurifdifbion that can extend no farther : They had mighty Poircf-

fions in Lands throughout the Kingdom, as well as other Riches, from the

Bounty of pious Princes, of devout and innocent People, and from many others,

who thought to expiate Crimes, or cover ill Lives by thefe kinds of Donation

to the Church. Thele PofTcffions were eftccmed facred, and as much went
into this Stock every Age, fo nothing ever went out ; and all the Lands in

the Kingdom might, in the Courfe of Ages, have held of the Church, if

this Current had not been flopped by the Statute o^ Mortmain in the Time of

Edward the Firft. 'Tis recorded. That of fixty two thoufand Knights Fees,

that were reckoned in England during the Reign of this firlt Norman King,

there were in that of King John twenty eight thoufand in the Hands of tne

Church. This gave the Clergy (by the Dependances of thofe that held under

them in fo great Numbers) a Secular Power annexed to their Ecclefiaftical

Authority : They had, befides, all the little Learning which was in thofe

ignorant Ages, and pafles for Wifdom among thofe who want both
; gives a

Faculty, at leaft, of difeourfing, though, perhaps, not of judging better than

others, and gains more Attention, and eafier Applaufe from vulgar Auditors.

Laftly, They were united, more than any other State, upon one common
Bottom, and in Purfuit of one common Intereft, which was always prctend<d

to be the Greatnefs of the Holy Church} but, indeed, was their own and ttie

Honours, Power, .and Riches of the Church-iVlen, rather than of the Church.
By thei'e Circumftances, and the Advantage of fuch a complicated Scrcngtii,

the Clergy came to fuch an Authority, that they were Arbiters, if not of all

Affairs, at leaft, of all Contefts in the Kingdom, and turned the Balance

which way foever they fell inj were ftill applied to by the weaker, and often

by the unjufter fide} had the chief Sway, and were the chiefeft inftrumer.ts

in all thofe many Revolutions of State, irregular Succeffions, and even Ufur-
pations of the Crown, that happen'd between the Time of the Conqueft, and
the Reign of Henry the Third } which may eafily be obferved, and cannot
eafily be wondered at, by all who read the Story of thofe Reigns, and confi-

der what has been faid upon this Subject, important enough to excufe this Di-
grefTion.

But to return to our Conqueror, upon his March to London, and the Con-
fultations there how to receive him. The Opinions and Counfels of the Bi-

ihops and Ecclefiailicks eafily prevailed, and feem to have had more Reafon,

as well as Authority, than the reft : So it was unanimoufly refolved, not only

to fubmit to a Power they could not oppofe, but to acknowledge a Tide they

would not difpute. The Duke, upon his Approach to the City, was received

with open Gates and open Arms, at leaft, without the Appearance of any
Reluftance or Difcontent, any more than of Refiftance: He claimed the

Crown at his Arrival, by theTeftamcnt of King Edward the ConfcJ/h\ without
any mention of Conqueft, which was infinitely grateful to all the Nobles and
Commons of the Realm } whctiier it was a Strain of his own Prudence and
good natural Senfe, or a Perfuafion of thofe EngUflo, who had either atlifted or

invited his Invafion, or Apprchenfion of fo great and brave a People, if of-

fended by the Name of Conqueft, and irritated by the Dangers or Fears of a

lawlefs. Arbitrary Power, to which they had not yet their Hearts or Strength
broken enough, eafily to fubmit.

He was crowned King at IVeJlminJlcr by the Archbifiiop of York,, wlio with
Stigand Archbiftiop of Canterbury, had been the great Promoters of thole
Counfels, by which he entred upon fo peaceable a Beginning of his Reign.
At his Coronation, he took the Oath ufual in the Times both ol the Sason -undi

Danijh Kings } which was, To protcd and deicnd the Church, to obfervc the

Laws
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Laws of the Realm, and to govern his People juftly: After which he caufed
Fealty to be fworn to him by all the Bifhops, Barons, and Nobles, with the
Magiftrates of the City, who had affifted or attended at his Coronation, afid
thereupon found himfelf on a fudden fettled in a calm and quiet Pofleffion of
a Crown he had fo long afpired to, and fo lately won by one fingle,- tho' vio-
lent Blow.

This King was about two and fifty Years old, upon his Acceflion to this
Crown, and is, perhaps, the only Inftance found in Story, either before ot
fince, in this Ifland, or the relt of the World, that began and atchieved any
great and famous Enterprize after that Age : Whether the Decline of Nature
leaves not Vigour enough for fuch Defigns or A6bions ; or Fortune, like her
Sex, have no Kindnefs left for old Men, how much foever fhe favoured them
when they were young: But the Talents of Age, which are Prudence and
Moderation, learnt bell in the School of Experience, and feldom joined, if
confident, with the warm Pafllons of Youth, were now as neceflary to this
Prince, for the Confervation of his Kingdom, as his long, induftrious Appli-
cation, and bold Execution, had been for acquiring it j and how much he
excelled in thefe Qualities, will be feen by the Sequel of his Reign.
He confider'd very wifely, That though he had gained the Crown by the

Afliftance of foreign Forces, and by the Decifion of Arms, yet thele might
not always be fo profperous, if too often tried, and the Number or Strength
of his Foreigners, bore no proportion to thofe of fo brave and populous a Na-
tion, if they fhould unite on any Bottom of common Difcontents, of Dangers,
or of Fears, and that the Safety and Peace of his new acquired Dominion,
could be preferved only by the general Satisfaftion and Security of his EngUJb
Subjects : And this was his firit Care, and was the beft provided for by the
two firft A£tions of his Reign ; one was, that as he had claimed the Crown
only from the Teftament of King Ed-ward, and wholly avoided that odious
Name of Conqueft, fo he expreflcd, upon all Occafions, his Refolution to
govern the Kingdom as a legal Prince, and leave the ancient Laws and Liber-
ties of the Englip Nation, as they had before enjoyed them : The other was.
That as he drew no Blood, but what was fpilt in the Field, fo he feized only
the Lands and Ellates of thofe who had been in Arms againil him, before his
Acceflion to the Crown, or after that Time, by any Revolt, or new Oppo-
litions.

This wife Counfel made a clear and fudden Diftin£tion between thofe Eng^
Jijl: that were to feel any ill EfFefts by this late Revolution, and the reft who'
were left out of Danger, and in the fame State they enjoyed under the Race
of their former lawful Kings, and fo but little fenfible of the Change: The
forfeited Eftates and Lands were, indeed, feized with great Severity, but the
greateft Part of the Proprietors were filent in the Grave, having been flain iit

the Battle of Hajlings^ and Purfuit of that Victory ; thofe who remained
alive, being at once defpoiled of all their Pofleffions, were broken in their

Hearts, maimed in their Intereft among their Neighbours} and being but
few throughout the Kingdom, in Comparifon of thofe that were fafe, their

Lofles or Complaints were little regarded by the reft, but, like wounded Deer,
were deferred, and even avoided, by the Herd.
Upon the Coronation of the King at London^ with the Concurrence of No-

bles and People in that City, and his Care in publiihing throughout the feve-

ral Countries, thefe two Refolutions concerning the Safety of their Properties'

and Laws : All the Inhabitants of both the adjacent and remoter Counties^
and of what Degree foever, not only with univerfal Confent, fubmitted
to his Government as to a Decree of Heaven, but moft of them began to ex-
prefs, or, at leaft, pretend, a common Joy at the Fate of the late Ufurper^
and the profperous Fortunes of the prefent King.

His next Care was the Satisfaftion of thofe many and brarve Adventurers
and Soldiers, who had followed him this Expedition; which he endeavoured
to make with Juftice to his Promifes, and to their fcveral Merits, as far as

the forfeited Lands and Revenues would reach, or any Treafures or Debts he
Vol. IL Z z 2 found
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found here belonging to the Crown : The Lands of the Englifj Barons who
had oppofcd hini, he divided among the Norman Barons that had attended

him> thofe of the Commoners among the Soldiers} what Offices were vacant,

he fupplicd with fuch as he had not Lands or iVIoney to reward; fuch of the

Normans as he could not clear Accounts with at prefent bv any of thefe

Ways, he diflributed into the rich and numerous Abbies of the Kingdom, to

be there entertained till new Employments fhould fall, or new Forfeitures,

or new Supplies fhould come into the King's Coffers, by the large Revenues

of the Crown, or the wife Management of his Treafures; which had always

been a Virtue of this Prince, and exercifed in his lower Fortunes, as far as

could agree with the Bounty of his Nature, towards thofe who deferved it by
their Merits or their Services.

The Proviiion he made forfo many poor Normans^ bydifpofing them among
the rich Monafteries, to fliare in their Plenty, feemed, at kail, a temporary

Impofition upon the Clergy, and a Breach of thofe Immunities they had en-

joyed in the Saxon Reign: For though one chief End of the large Donations

made by fo many Princes and pious Subjefts to the Church, was intended for

charitable Ufes, by Relief of the Poor, and the hofpitable Entertainment of

PafTengers, Pilgrims, and Strangers; yet this Ulc was left voluntary, and at

the Choice of thofe who poffefled thefe Revenues: The Normans fent among
them, were indeed Strangers and Poor, but yet the moft charitable Monks had
little mind to relieve them, or, if they had, were not willing to receive them
within their Convents, to be, not only Sharers of their Provilions, but Ob-
fervers of their Aftions} however, they complied at prefent with the Defires

of the King, or the Neceffity of the Times; yet they generally took it ill of
the King, and for a Diminution of thofe Immunities, or of that Favour they

had enjoyed under former Reigns : Some thought, he had an envious Eye ac

the valb Riches of the Clergy ; others, that he was jealous of their Power,
and fufpeded their Afftftions to his Perfon and Government, and apprehen-

ded as eafy a Change among them, upon the Approach of any new Revolution,

as they had fhewed upon the laft, in his own Favour. That for thele Rcaions

he had difperfed his Normans as fo many Guards, or, at lealf, as fo many
Spies among them: Whatever it was, 'tis certain this Aftion bred the firft

Unkindnefs of the Clergy towards this King, and being followed by two other

Strains of the fame Nature (which will be obferved in their Time) left an
Impofition upon his Memory, of Hardfhip, Cruelty, Oppreflmn, or Exaftion,

which he deferved as little as other Princes, that have a fairer Character in

Story and common Opinion. For the Monks having been the only Writers
remaining of thofe Times, as well as fome fucceeding Reigns, have left a

Tin«5ture of their Paflions upon the Aftions of the firft Kings of this Norman
Race, and painted their Virtues and Vices in fairer or fouler Colours, accor-

ding to the Ideas they had framed of them and their feveral Difpoficions or
A£tions in Favour or Prejudice of the Church ; that is, of Eccleliaftical Per-
fons or Privileges: Such an Authority have the Pens of learned Writers, al-

ways claimed and pofleffed, as to pafs the definitive Sentence upon the Me-
mories of the greateft Princes, in the vulgar Opinion of Pollerity. Nor is it

evident, whether the invidious Name of Conqueror, which this King had fo

carefully avoided, were entailed upon him by the Flattery of his Friends, or
the Malice of his Enemies; among whom, the Monkifh Writers feem to have
been the chief and moll inveterate.

Whatever Motions were raifed upon this Occafion in the Minds of the Clergy

none appeared in the reft of the Body of the Realm, or Mafs of the People:
Moft were fatisfied, becaufc they either liked their new King, or hated the

laft Ufurper: Some were indifferent to both, while their Eftates and Liber-

ties were out of Danger; and fuch who were difpleafed with either, dil'guifed

their Rclentmcnt, or were not taken notice of in the Crowd. All conlpired

to make fo great a Calm fucceed in the Kingdom, as is ufual after a great

Storm is over, that the King, having pafTed fome Months here in the Cares

and for the Settlement of his new Dominions in Englaml, made a Journey to

vific
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vific his old in Normmdy^ about the Beginning of the Summer, havint^ been
crowned at IFeftminfu:' on Chriftmas-Day.

^

Whether this was undertaken upon any Necefilty of his Affairs on that fide,
or to lectle them fo, as not to interrupt him here, where he intended to refide
is not known j or whether he took a Pleafure and a Pride to fhew both his
Subjeds, and his Neighbour Princes, how fecure he efteemed himfelf in his
new acquired Dominions ; but it looks like a Strain of his ufual Boldnefs and
fearleis Temper, and fucceeded well, like the rclt of his Counftls and Refo-
lutions :^Yet was not this Journey undertaken without Prudence and Caution,
in the Choice of thofe Hands with whom he left the Government in his Ab-
fencc, and of thofe Perfons he engaged to accompany him in the Voyage.
He committed the Rule of the Kingdom to his Brother Qdoyi Bifhop oi Bayeux,
and to Fitz Jubar his near Kinfman, whom he had lately made Earl oi Here-
ford. He took with him into Normandy, Stigand ArcWxihoTp oi Canterbury,
who though a great Inllrument in his eafy and peaceable Admiffion to the
Crown, yet had been difcontented at his Coronation, which had been per-
formed by the Archbifhop oi York, upon Pretence of fome Fault or Qiieltion
about the other's Inveftiture; wich him he took feveral other Bifhops, the
Earls Edivin and Morchar, two Perfons of great Power and Dependances,
with many other EngUfi Noblemen, of whofe Faith or Affe<5tions he was the
leaft confident i and befides thefe, he took with him a greater and much more
confiderable Hoftage for the Quiet oi England, though under colour of ho-
nouring him, or being honoured by his Company} This was E^/gar, furnamed
Jthcling, Nephew to Ed-ward the Confeffbr, and defigned by him for Succeflbr
as was divulged among thofe of his Subjefts, that neither favoured the Rio-ht
or Pretenfions of Harold, or the Norman Duke. He had many Difadvanta^es
to balance and weigh down his Right which was undifputedj as his foreign
Birth and Breeding, which was in Hungary, during his Father's Exile under
the Reign of Hardycnutc ; the Perfecution and Hatred of his Grandmother
Emma, a Woman celebrated in her Time, for the Sufpicion and Clearing of
her C.haftity by the Saxon Trial of Fire Ordeal j but who having married
Hardycnute, after the Death of her firll: Husband, had ever after more Incli-

nation to the Danifl] than the Saxon Race : Befides, Edgar, though of fo good
and virtuous Difpofitions, as made him be filled England'^ Darling, yet they
were fuch as feemed to become an excellent private Perfon, rather than a
Prince, or, at leaft, to have adorned an eafy and peaceful Pofleflion of a

Crown, rather than to force his Way to a legal Right, through the Difficul-

ties and Oppofition of two powerful Pretenders. However, an undifputed
Right (which, they fay, never dies) had left him fo many Friends in the
Kingdom, that the King thought it not fafe to leave him behind, upon his

going into Normandy, nor wife to tempt either him or his new Englip Sub-
je6ts with fuch an Opportunity of raifing any Commotions upon fo fair a Pre-
tence.

Befides thefe Cautions, he took with him moft of his French Adventurers
into Normandy, finding they were not very agreeable here, either to the Eng-
lijh, or to the Normans., and pretending he was not able to clear his Accounts
with all that aflifted him, out of the Revenues or Forfeitures here, and that

he would find outWays of fatisfying them, either \n Normandy, or by his Credit
and Recommendations to other Princes, where his own Bounty or Abilities

could not reach.

During his Stay in Normandy, v/hich was no lefs than the whole Summer,
his new Government in England continued quiet and peaceable } though one
Erkk, called fhe Forejlcr, endeavoured to difturb it, by calling in fome loofc

Forces of the WeljJ], his Neighbours, into Herefordpire ; but He was foon
fupprefled, and They eafily forced back into their own Mountains, by the

Vigilance of the Governors, and the Vigor of thofe Forces he had left here,

dilpofed with fuch Order, into the feveral Countries, as to give Way or

Time to no growing Dangers, that fliould arife in any one Corner, or from
any fingle Difcontent, while the general Humour of the People was calm, and

Vo L, II. Z z 2 i either
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either fatisficd with the Change, or at a Gaze how this new World was like

to end. So that the King, after having Icttled his Affairs in Normandy to his

Mind, returned before Winter, to enjoy the Fruits of fo many Dangers and

Toils, as his Life had been engaged in, refolving to fpend the Remainder of

it in England, as the nobler Scene and greater Dominion, and to cultivate

with Care, an Acquifition he had gained himfelf with much Hazard and Pains,

and with greater Glory.

The King at his Return into England, finding his new Dominion had con-

tinued calm and peaceable under the Authority of his Brother and Council,

had Realon to believe it would be eafily preferved fo, under his own. For,

as the Abfence of an ill Prince fcldom fails of railing Diiquiets and Commo-
tions among the People, in a Government which is obeyed only from Fearj

fo nothing contributes more to the Satisfaftion and Obedience of Subjefts, than

the Prefence of a good King; and this is the Reafon why all diftant Provinces,

governed by Commiffions or fubordinate Authorities, are fo fubjcft to fre-

quent Seditions and Revolts, how lawfully foever they are inherited, or how
well foever they are eflablifhed after any new Conqueft or Acquifition ; the

Force and Influence ofAuthority growing ftill weaker by the Change of Hands

and Diftance of Place : This difpofed the new King to the Refolution he took

at this Time, of making England the Seat of his Perfon, as well as Empire,

and governing Normandy by his Lieutenants} thereby forcing the common
AflPcftions of Birth, or Education and Cudom, to yield and comply with Rea-

fons of State, and preferring a foreign to his natural Soil, though, perhaps,

feated in a better Climate, and at that Time more adorned and civilized by

the Commerce of France, and other Countries upon the Continent.

With this Refolution, and in this Security, he applied himfelf at his Re-
turn to the Arts of Peace, and the Orders of his State, wherein he as well

excelled, as in thofe of War, and was framed, not only for a Great Prince,

but for a Good •, to which he was inclined by the Bounty and Clemency of his

natural Difpofitions, by the Strength and Soundnefs of his Judgment, and by
the Experience of his Age : His firft Care was to provide for the due Admi-
niflration and Execution of Laws and Juftice throughout his Realm; and the

next was to introduce Order into the common Courfe of his Revenue, and
manacre it with fo great Proportion of his Expence to his Receipts, as might
neither leave the Crown in Neceflities, nor the Subjefts in Fears of new or

lawlefs ExaiStions and OpprefTions } Juftice being the very Foundation of Go-
vernment, as Treafure is laid to be the Sinevv of War.

For the firft ; As he had fworn at his Coronation to govern by the Laws of
the Realm } fo he continued the ancient Cuftoms and Liberties of the People,

that were called the Common Law of the Kingdom, which he caufed to be in

Subftance obferved, both in what concerned the Crown and the Subjeft, tho*

he introduced feveral new Forms in the Adminiftration or Execution of them

:

Befides the ancient Laws or Cuftoms that concerned the Defcent of private

Inheritances, or the Penalties upon feveral Crimes, there were two funda-

mental Laws of the Saxon or Englijl) Kingdom; The Trial by Juries of
twelve Men, wherein confiftcd the chief Safety of Mens Properties and

Lives; and the Borough Law, which was the greateft Security that had been
invented by the Wifdom of our Saxon Anceftors, for the Peace and Order of
the Realm. The firft, I know, is by fome Authors mentioned as having been
introduced by this Norman King out of the Laws of that Country : But I think

it evident to have been an Inflitution very ancient among the Saxons, and to

have been derived and obferved, during the whole Succellion of the Englijb

Kings, and even in the DaniJJ} Reigns, without any Interruption. Nor docs

there want fome Traces or Appearance of it, from the very Inftitutions of
Odin, the firft great Leader of the Afiatick Goths or Gctj: into Europe, and
the Founder of that mighty Kingdom round the Baltick Sea, from whence
all the Gothick Governments in thefe North-Weft Parts of the World, were
derived, by the ipreading Conquefts of thofe Northern Races.

•Tis
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'Tis recorded, That upon the Beginning of his Expedition, he ordained '^X-
a Council of twelve Men, who lliould judge and decide all Matters that
came in Qiieftion: And there being then no other Laws ellablifh'd among
thofe vaft Numbers of rough People, going to feek out new Conquefts, and
thereby Seats to inhabit ; it is probable, thefe twelve Men judged all Cafes

,

upon Evidence or Matter of Faft, and then gave their Sentence,"and appoint-
ed Penalties according to what they efteemed moft agreeable to Juftice and
Equity, fo as the twelve Men were at firft both Jurors and Judges: Their
Judgments in Caufes both real and criminal, being generally approved as jufl
and equitable, grew into Precedent to fucceeding Judges, and being received
by general Submiflion, introduced the Cuftom of certain Sentences being pro-
nounced in certain Caufes, and certain Punifhments being ufually inflifted up-
on certain Crimes. In Procefs of Time, and Multiplicity of Bufinefs, the
Matter of Fa6t continued to be tried by twelve Men j but the Adjudgment
of the Punifhment, and the Sentence thereupon, came to be given by one or
two, or more Perfons chofen out of fuch as were beft verfed in the Knowledge
of what had been ufual in former Judgm.ents upon like Cafes j and as the firlt

Part was left to the Equals or Neighbours of the Perfons accufed (as mofl
likely to do Juftice to one of their ov/n Rank or Acquaintance) fo the other
was committed to Perfons of Learning or Knowledge in the ancient Cuftoms,
Records or Traditions of what had long pafTed in the Courfe of Juftice among
that Nation : Thus we find it evident. That in the Saxon Reigns in Emland^
Caufes were adjudged by the Aldermen and Bifhop of the feveral Shires "^with
the Afliftancc of twelve Men of the fame County, who are faid to have been
Judges or Affiftants to the two firft, by fuch as affirm or pretend this manner
of Trial to have been drawn by the Conqueror himfelf out of Nonnmdy^ who
is thereby faid to have introduced in this, as well as feme other Forms, the
Norman Laws into the Common Law of England. 'Tis true, that the fame
Cuftom or Trial was ufed in Normandy before the Conqueft, and it is moft
probable, that neither the Englijl} received it from the Normans.^ nor thefe
from the Englijl} ; but that both Nations, deriving their Origmal from thofe
ancient Gotbs., agreed in feveral Cuftoms or Inftitutions, deduced from their
common Anceftors, which made this Trial by Juries continue uninterrupted
in England., not only by the Normans., but by the Danes alfo, who were but
another Swarm of that great Northern Hive. 'Tis true, the Terms of Jury
and Verdidt were introduced by the Normans.^ with many others, in the Stile
and Praftice of our Lawsj but the Trials by twelve Men, with that efien-

tial Circumftance of their unanimous Agreement, was not only ufed among
the Saxons and Normans., but is known to have been as ancient in Sweden, as

any Records or Traditions of that Kingdom, which was the firil Seat of the
Gothick Dominions in the North-Weft Parts oi Europe., and it ftill remains in
fome Provinces of that Country. However, King IVilliam caufed this to be
obferved as the Common Law of the Kingdom, and thereby gave great and
univerfal Satisfaction to the Body of the People, both EngUfo and Normans.
The Borough-Law had been likewife anciently cftablidi'd among the Saxons^

whereby every Shire was divided into fo many Hundreds or Boroughs, confift-

ing at firft of one hundred Families therein ufually inhabiting j every Hun-
dred into fo many Tithings, confifting of ten Families. If any Peribn com-
mitted, or were accufed of any Crime, the Tithing to which he belonged was
bound to produce him to Juftice before the Court of the Hundred or County;
If he fled, they were to fwear, they were not Complices of the Fa£t, and that
they would procure the Criminal, whenever they could find him j if this

failed, in a certain Time, they would difcover all the Goods he was poflefs'd

of within their Tithing, to fatisfy the Damage done to a Subjeft, or a Fine
to the King upon fuch an Offence : If neither Perfon nor Eftate appeared,
then the Tithing was anfwerable to a certain Proportion ; and if that were
not fufficient, then it was laid upon the Hundred. By this means, it became
every Man's Intereft, as well as Duty, to prevent all Crimes and Mifdemea-
nors among their Neighbours, and to difcover the Criminals, fince they were

other-
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othciwifc to Ihare in the Penalty j and, as the reft of the Tithing was bound

for the Behaviour of every Freeman among them, fo every Lord or Mafter

was bound to anfwer in the fame manner for their Servants.

I Icncnv not whether any Conftitution of Government, either Ancient or

Modern, ever invented and inftituted any Law or Order, of greater Wifdom,

or of greater Force, to prcfervc the Peace and Safety of any State, and of

equal Utility to the Prince and People, making Virtue and Innocence of Life

(b necelfary, by the cafy Apprehcnfion or Difcovery, and certain Punifhment

of Offenders. This Law the King caufed likewifc to be feverely obferved du-

ring his Reign, finding therein his own Intereft, as well as his Peoples, and

the great Security of his new-fettled Government.

He confirmed all Mens Properties, Inheritances, and Succeflions, invading

none, either for his own Benefit, or Reward of his Norman Forces, or Friends,

excepting the PofTefiions of fuch as had oppofed his Claim to the Crown,
which he pretended to be a lawful Right, as derived from the Tellament of

Rckuard the Confejfor, and thereby was made a Pretence of legal Forfeiture in

all that refifted him : But this Blow to fo many F.ftates and Families, was
given at once, and no more renewed : On the contrary, Juftice was admini-

ftred equally to the Englijlimen^ upon the Injuries of the Normans^ who prefu-

med upon the King's Favour, in prejudice of Right, and of thofeLaws he had

confirmed or eftablilhed : Whereof one memorable Inftance remains upon
Record, even in thofe Writers who were moft fevere upon the Aftions and
iVlemory of this Prince : It was an Aftion between IVarreii a Norman^ and
Sherhurn an EngUpman : The firft, by Virtue of a Grant from the King, had
entcr'd upon the Lands of the other > who came into Court, and pleaded. That
he had never bore Arms againft the King, nor oppofed his Title or Accelilon

to the Crown, but had lived always peaceably upon his own Lands, and fo

was liable to no Forfeiture by the Common Law, but was farther fecured by
the King's Declaration, immediately after his coming to the Crown : Upon
which Plea, a juft Sentence was given in Favour oi Sherburn^ his Lands reftor'd,

and Warren the Norman caft and condemned to the Cofts of the Suit.

He appointed Juftices to preferve the Peace, and adminifter Juftice in every

County, purfuant to that vvhich was ufed in the Saxon Reigns. For the Picas

of the Crown, and thofe of greater Moment, between the Subjeds, he created

Judges of the moft Learned and Able he could find j and ordained four

Terms each Year, confifting of a certain Number of Days, wherein Juftice

fhould be duly adminiftred, and all Suits heard in fuch Places as the King
fhould appoint, and find moft convenient. Befides thefc Orders, he inftitu-

ted the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer •, the firft for tempering the Rigor
of Laws, according to the Dictates of Confcience and Equity j and the other

for determining all Aftions concerning the Revenues of the Crown, and pu-
nifhing Exactions or irregular Proceedings in the Officers who levied or recei-

ved them, as well as Defaults or Delays in thofe from whom it was due.

For Taxes or Impofitions unufual, it does not appear that he levied any,

excepting one of fix Shillings upon each Plow-land, throughout the King-

dom i nor is it well agreed, at what Time, or upon what Occafion, this was

raifcd, whether by Confent of a general AfTembly, or by his own Regal Au-
thority : By this, indeed, he impofed Danegeh upon the Invafion of the Danes^

which happen'd once or twice in this Reign, though with little Progrcfs or

Succefs.

This Tax was firft raifed by Ethelred, upon the firft Enterprize of the Danes
upon England, and afterwards ufed by feveral of his SuccefTors, upon the like

Danger, fometimes to rcpulfe them by Force and Arms, fometimes to evade

them by Bargains and Money > wherewith they compounded for the prefent

Dangers, but invited others to come by fuch mean Defences.

This Tax grew odious to the People, whenever it was raifed upon any
other Pretence, th^n a. Danifi Invafion; and though it was fometimes levied,

yet very feldom, and cautioufly, by fome few of the Saxon Kings, and but
once or twice by this Norman Prince, and then, moft probably, upon the

true
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true natural Occafions, which had given it the firft Original: Thus, I fup-
pofe, it is confounded with the Tax before-mentioned, and without applying
it to the Danifl) Invafions, by fome Writers who feem to take all Occafions of
defaming the Aftions and Memory of this King, and to avoid all jull: Excufes
of any that were ill refented : And this proceeded from the ill Talent of the
Monkiih Writers, who meaiured the Virtues and Vices of Princes, by the
Opinion of their Favour or Difaffeftion to the Clergv, whom they accounted,
or ftiled the Church j though this general Appellation is known to compre-
hend not only fuch Perfons as were anciently chofen to adminifler the Offices
of Divine WorlTiip, but alfo all believing ChrilHans that compoied fuch
Aflemblies, to whom thofe Offices were adminiftred : Of this the King
feemed to be fenfible, for though he was a Prince of known and great Piety,
and fo approved by the feveral Popes during his Reign > yet he appeared very
little favourable, if not fomething hard to the Ecclefialiicks of this King-
dom ; and, perhaps, fomething bold with their Privileges, fo long enjoy'd
under the devout Saxon Kings.

For the reft, he contented himfelfwith the ufual Revenues of the Crown}
and by his great Order and Management, as well as Moderation in his con-
ftant Expence, gained much Eafe to the Crown, and Satisfadion to hi$
People.

The chief and ancient Branches of the Crown-Revenue confifted of, Firft,

The Lands of old referved as a Provifion for the King's Houlliold, and fq

reckoned as Crown-Lands: Thefe, at firft, yielded only certain Quantities

of Provifions, as Beefs, Sheep, Wheat, Hay, Oats, according to the Na-
ture of the Lands, the Tenures by which they held, and the Quantity of
Provifions found neceflary for the King's Houfhold j what overplus remained,
was compounded for, and paid in Money, according to Ra^s ufual and
agreed. The next was a Duty referved anciently out of every Knight's Feej
which, at firft, was conftantly paid as a Quit-rent, but being fmall, came, in

Time, to be negleded by the Kings, that contented themfelves with the
Military Attendance of the Knights in their Warsj and with levying fome-
times a greater Duty, upon great or urgent Occafions, under the Name of
Efcuage, which was burthenfome and odious, 'till the Proportions and Occa-
fions came to be afcertained. Thofe Authors who will make the Conqueror
to have broken, or changed, the Laws of England^ and introduced thofe of
Normandy^ pretend this Duty of Efcuage, with the Tenures of Knight's Ser-
vice and Baronage, to have come over in this Reign, as well as the Trial by
Juries : But as enough has been faid to clear the laft, {o it needs no Proof
that thefe, with the other Feudal Laws, were all brought into Europe by the

ancient Go//j;, and by them fettled in all the Provinces which they conquered
of the Roman Empire } and, among the reft, by the Saxons in England; as

well as by the Franks in G««/, and the Normans in Normandy; where the

Ufe of their States, or general Aflemblies, were likewife of the fame Ori-
ginal.

The laft common Branch of the King's Revenue, confifted of Forfeitures,

both of Lands and Goods, in Cafes of Treafon j and Fines, or fome known
mulctary Punifhments upon other Crimes, which were diftinftly prefcribed

in the Saxon Laws, even for Manflaughter and Murder it felf j the Rigour of
thofe Times not extending to Blood, except in thofe Cafes where the common
Safety of the Kingdom was concerned, by the Danger of the King.

By all thefe Orders and Inftitutions, and the Clemency, as well as Juftice,

wherewith they were adminiftred, the King, how new foever his Reign, how
difputed his Title, and how difagreeable hisPerfon by a foreign Bnth, yet

fo far gained the general AfFeftions and Satisfaftion of the Commoners of the
Realm, who ask nothing but Security in their Eltates and Properties, that no
Commotions afterwards raifed by th§ Nobles and Clergy againlt his Govern-
ment, though in Favour of a better Right and Title, were ever fupported

by the Commons, who compofe the Mafs and Bulk of a Nation j and whofe
general
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general good or ill Humour, Satisfatftion or Difcontent, will ever have the

moft forcible Influence for the Prefervation, or Ruin, of any State.

Befides the good and protitablc Inllitutions and Orders of this King, al-

ready mentiorKd, fo generally approved, and fo grateful to the Commonalty

of the Realm, there were others, of a different Nature, and which had a

contrary Effeft, by dillafting and difobliging many of the chief Nobility, and

moft or all of the Clergy ; though fome were fo cautious, as not to lofe their

Dignities or Revenues, by exprelling- their Refcntments.

The OflFences taken by thele laft, were, Firft, The abrogating, or fur-

ceafing the judiciary Power, exercifcd by the Bifhops, during the St-\o»

Times, in each County, where Juftice was adminiftred > and the BilTiop,

with the Alderman, or Earl of each Shire, fate as Judges in thofe Courts;

which increafed not only their Authority, but their Revenues too, by a Share

thev had with the King in all Fines rais'd from the Ifiue of Caufes there de-

termined : But all this was abolifhed by the King's Inftitution of Jufticiaries,

to adminifter [uftice upon all Pleas of the Crown, and others among Subjeds,

at four Terms of the Year.

This gave particular Offence to the Bilhops, but another to the whole

Clergy ; for whereas before thev held all their Lands by Franc JlmonagCy and

fubject to no Dudes or Impohtions, but fuch as they laid upon themfelves in

their Ecclcfiaftical AlTemblies. This Prince finding above a third Part of

the Lands of the Kingdom in PoflefHon of the Clergy, and the Forces of

the Crown, which coniifted m Knights Service, leflened in Proportion by

their Immunity; he reduced all their Lands to the Tenure of Knights Fees

and Baronage ; and thereby fubjected them to the Attendance upon the King

in his Wars, and to other Services anciently due; and fometimes raifed upon

all Lands that held in Fee from the Crown. This Innovation touched not

only the Bilhops, but all the Abbots throughout the Kingdom ; many ofwhom
were endowed with fo great Lands and Revenues, that in Right thereof they

were, upon the Regular Conftitutions of Parliaments, allowed Seffion with the

Bilhops, as Barons, in the Houfe of Lords.

The whole Clergy exclaimed againft this new Inftitution, not only as an

Indignity and Injuftice, but as an Impiety too, and \^iolation of the Sacred

Rights of the Holy Church : But their Complaints were without Redrefs,

though not without ill Confequence.

The Diicontents among many of the great Nobles, arofe chiefly from two
Occafions: The firft was, The Rigour of the Foreft-Laws, and of their Exe-

cution : And the other was. The King's too apparent Partiality to his

Normans.
To know the Ground, or Pretence, of thefe Foreft-Laws, it will be ne-

ceflarv to run up to their Original. In the firft Seizures and Diftributions

made of the 5r;///& Lands, by the conquering j':?xo«;, befides thofe referred

to the Kings, or divided among the People, and held by the Tenures, either

of Knights Service, or of Book-land, as it was termed among the SaxonSj

and thereby diftinguifhed from that of Villenage, there were many great

Tracts of barren, wild, or woody Lands, left undifpofed, and, in a manner,

wafte ; fo great Numbers of Britijh Inhabitants having been extinguilhcd by
the Wars, or retired into I-Falei^ Corn-waU^ Britan)\, and Scotland; and the

new Saxons not content to fhare among them any Lands, but fuch as were
fruitful, and fit to be cultivated: Thefe were inclofed, or improved, as well

as inhabited by the new Proprietors, and the others left wafte, as well as un-

difpofed to any certain Owners. The whole Country was, as has been ob-

fer^-ed, very full of all forts of wild Game in the Time of the Britons; who
lived at large, without any Inclofures, little Property, and fubfifted much
upon Hunting, Filhing and Fowling, which they had all in common. Upon
the inclofing, or cultivating, of the fruitful Lands by the Saxons^ the wild

Beafts, naturally afraid of Neighbours, whom they found to be all Enemies,
fled, into the wild, woody, and defolate Trads of Land, where they found

4 Shelter,
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Shelter, and fed, though hardly, yet out of common Sight and Noife : And
hereby all thofe Parts became replenifh'd with all forts of Game, cfpecially

with Red and Fallow Deer, and made all thofe feveral Extents of Ground,
which were afterwards called Forefts.

The Saxon Kings elleemed thefe to belong to the Crown, by their Right
to all PofTeflions that have no certain Owner, and by their never having been
difpofed upon the firft Divifions of Land in the Saxon Kingdoms, nor'^after-

wards by any Grants of the Crown. This Right was not difputed, nor any
life of it made, farther than for the King's Pleafure, which yet was not by
them reftrained from the Nobles or Knights, that were Borderers upon the
Forefts, who were fo moderate in thofe more fimple Ages, as to commit no
Excefles, or deftroy the Game, which it was their Intereft to preferve, both
for their Sport and the Quarry ; and for fome Ufe made of it for common
Pafturage, among all the bordering Neighbours.

William the Conqaero-r not only leized upon all thefe Forefts, as part of his

own Demefnes, but made a very large one in HampJJjire, befides thofe he
found, by laying wafte, and leaving uninhabited great Extents of Land, which
he pretended to be fallen to the Crown, by ancient Succeflion, or by new
Forfeitures j and this he called, The Ne-jj Forefi, which Name, after fo long a
Courfe of Ages, it ftill retains.

In all thefe Forefts he pretended an abfolute Right and Dominion j and in
purfuance thereof, inftituted new and arbitrary Laws of his own, unufed and
unknown before in this Kingdom, and very difterenc from the Moderation of
the Saxon Government. He confined all Hunting or Fowling in thefe Forefts
to himfelf, or fuch as ftiould have Right to it by his Concefllons or Permifli-

ons. He impofed Fines upon all Trefpafles committed in them, according to
his own Pleafure, and which feemed much to exceed the Fault or Value of
the Thing. Thefe he caufed to be levied with great Rigor and Exaftion ; and
thereby debarred not only his Commoners, but his Nobles too, from a Liber-
ty they had before always enjoy'd. Tho' he took care not to provoke the
Commoners, by leaving Pafturage free for fuch of the Neighbours who lived

moft upon their Stock, and thereby took no great Off^ence at the Reftrainc
from their Sport, which they had not Time from their Labour much to fol-

low > yet the Nobles and Knights, who valued their Sports more than com-
mon Gains, and made ufe of their Riches but for increafe of their Pleafures,

refented this Reftraint as a fenfible Injury, as an Invafion of their Liberties,

and even as an Affectation of an Arbitrary Power in this Particular} and from
the Exercife whereof he w^as only reftrained by the Regards of his Safety and
Intereft, in others of more Moment and Confequence : The great Nobles re-

fented it yet farther, as an Indignity, by levelling their Privileges with the
Liberties of the Commoners ; from whom they efteemed themfelves diftin-

guiftied by the ufual Regards and Refpefts paid them from the Princes, in
their Degree, as well as from the People. Nor does it appear, whether this

violent Inftitution of the Foreft-Laws proceeded from his paftionate Love of
Hunting (the only Pleafure to which this Prince was addifted) or from his

Avarice, by fo many Fines to increafe his Treafure, or from a Deiire of be-
ing Abfolute and Arbitrary in one Part of his Government, which he found he
could not be with any Safety in the reft.

For his Partiality to the Normans^ though it was difguifed, or, at leaft, not
evident, in the common Forms of his Juftice, which run a free and even
Courfe, yet it was eafily difcover'd in that of his Graces and Favour j the Ci-
vil Offices, Ecclefiaftical Benefices, Places of moft Truft about his Perfon,
and in his Realm, were conferred generally upon his Normans; and befides
thefe Advantages, and thofe of the Forfeitures that fell upon his Entrance j

they appeared to have his Countenance, his Converfation, his Confidence j

fo that whatfoever the Enilifo pofTefled of the Kingdom, the Nerrmns alone
feemed to poflefs the King.

A a a a This
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This might have been more excufable, if the EngUJiJ had confidcred the

Kin" as much as themfclves, and many of his Circumllances, as well as their

own : They were Strangers to him, or but new Acquaintance ; they difi'er'd

in Language, in Manners, in Cuftomsj they had very lately differ'd in Inte-

refV, and from Enemies in War, were, indeed, nov/ become Subjcfts, but

rather as to a Conqueror, than a lawful Prince : The Normans fpokc his Na-
tive Tongue, v/ere trained i;p in the iamc Cuftoms, acquainted with his Per-

fon from his Youth, had attended him in his Court, followed him in his Wars,

at Home and Abroad} and thought it but juit they {hould fliare in his For-

tunes, as they had in his Dangers.

However, many of the great afpiring Spirits among the EngUJI: Nobles,

could not bear this Partiality of the King's: They thought the Norma;?s ought

to be provided of Rev/ards or Honours in Normandy^ but thofe of England

fliould be conferred upon EngliJJ} : Befides, they refcnted the common Tefti-

monies of his Inclination to the Normans, as much as they could have done

Injuries to themfelves; like generous Lovers, who are more jealous and fpited

to fee their Rivals gain the Inclination of their Miftrefs, than the Poflertion j

and had rather they flaould have her Body, than her Heart.

Upon all thefe Caufes, the Difcontents of many chief E/iglifi Nobles and

Prelates, were grown to fuch a Height, fwelling more within, the more they

were fuppvefled; that they wanted only a fiir Occafion to draw them to a

Head, and make them break out with Violence, and much Pain and Danger

to the State.

This was furnifli'd them, either by Fortune or Defign, in the third, fourth,

or fifth Year of the Conqueror's Reign ; for the Authors are neither diltincl,

nor agreed in afligning the Caufes, or the Times of this King's Aftions in

War, or Inftitutions in Peace j by which their true Nature, and that of the

Prince, would have been beft difcover'dj whereas they content themfelves to

difplay their Eloquence, or vent their Paffions, by relating general or parti-

cular Events, what was done, and what was fuffered in his Reign; by which
fome oi the Norman Writers endeavour to reprefent him as a God, and fome

of the EngliJ}} like a Devil, and both unjuftly.

Edgar jltheling was Nephew to Edvjard the Confejfor, and x\\z undifputed,

as well as undoubted Heir of the Kingdom from the Saxon Race : It was ge-

nerally thought, that he had likewife been defigned by King Edward, a jufl

and pious Prince, to fucceed him in the Throne ; and that his Declaration

pretended by Harold, or Teftament by the Duke o'l Ncrmandy, were fiftitious,

or, at leaft, neither of them evident from any clear and undoubted Writings,

or Teftimonies. Edgar was befides, from the Bounty of his Nature, the Ex-
cellence of his Temper, the Prerogative of his Birth, and the Companion of

his unjuft Fortunes, much and generally beloved and eftcemcd among all the

Englifi}, both Nobles and Commons; yet he neither oppofed Harold's IJfur-

pation, nor the Normans Conqueft; whether for want of Spirit to attempt

fo great an Adventure, or upon Prudence, not to oppofe fuch Powers, as he

found unrefiftablc, and in which fo many Circumllances had confpircd, chu-

fing rather to content himfelf with the Shades of a private Condition, out of

Danger and Envy, or, at Icafl, to attend fome future Occafions, that might

open a more probable Way to his Hopes and his Fortunes.

He was at London, among many other Nobles, when the fiimous and deci-

five Battle was fought at Haflings, and the News brought of the Duke's Vic-

tory, and of Harold's Death : Thofe of the Nobles who were for op^ofing

the Conqueror, were for declaring Edgar Jtheling King > the Citizens of Lon-

don were at fit ft difpofed to the fame Refolution ; but the Bifhops and Clergy,

who had the greateft Sway among both thofe Orders, prevailed in this general

Council, for a general Submiflion to the Fate of the Kingdom.
In purfuance of this Refolution, Edgar Jtheling, with Stigand and Jlred^

Archbilhops of Canterbury and 7'ork, Edivin and Morchar, two of the greateft

Englijh Lords, the reft of the Nobles and Bifhops, who had attended the

\i6torious Duke upon his Way to Londony was well received by him, and
treated
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treated with Bounty, as well as Humanity ; Co that the young Prince atten-

ded frequently at Court, accompanied the King into Normandy, returned
with him into England, and lived there for fome time, like one who had
forgot his Birth and his Title, though they were by the EngliJJ} well remem-
bred : But at length, cither weary of Rell, or roufed by otiier Spirits more
unquiet than his own, he refolved, or, at lead, pretended, to make a Jour-
ney into Hungary, where he was born, during his Father's Exile, had lived

long, and was much beloved : He embark'd for Flanders, with his two Sifters,

Margaret and Chrijiine; but, forced by a Storm and contrary Winds, or allu-

red by fairer Hopes, he was driven upon the Coafts of Scotland; the firft was
given out, but the laft fufpe6led, from the Event of this Voyage. He was
received by Malcohn the King, with great Kindnefs, and Compaflion of his

Difafters both at Sea and Land ; was reforted to by all the Nobles and Gen-
tlemen who had fhelter'd themfelves in that Kingdom upon Hate or Fear of
the Conqueft in England; and was by them acknowledged and honoured as

the true lawful Heir of that Crown. Soon after his Arrival, the King of
Scotland, inflamed either with the Beauty of the young Lady, or with the

Hopes of her Brother's Fortunes, or upon former Concert with the Engliflo

Nobles refiding in Scotland, and Intelligence with others difcontented in Eng-
land, married the Lady Margaret, eldeft Sifter of Edgar ; and thereby became
newly engaged in the Interefts and Family of this noble, but unfortunate

Prince.

The Fame of this Adventure was no fooner divulged in England, than it

raifed a great, though different Motion in the Minds of all Men there, who
were cither well or ill afTc6ted to the new King, filling one Party with new
Hopes, and the other with new Fears, and realonably enough in both, from

all common Appearances. Many Perfons of great Note and Authority in

England, repaired immediately upon it into Scotland, fome by eafy PafTages

out of the Northern Counties, and others out of the remoter Parts of the

Realm, by more difficult Efcapes, either by Sea or Land. Among thefe were

the Earls Edwin, Morc!:ar, Elereivard, Syivard, Gofpatrick, Men of great

Eftates and Power, as was believed, in England, with many other Nobles and

Gentlemen. But that which feemed yet of greater Influence and Authority,

was the Repair of Stigand Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Jlred of Tork, with

divers other Bifhops and Prelates, who having been the chief Inftruments in

making way for the eafy Acceftion of Duke JVilUam to the Crown, and for the

general Submiflion of the EngliJJ} to his Reign, were prefumed now likely to

prove of as great Moment and Importance for the Refforation and Support of

a juft EnghJI} Title in Edgar, vis they had been for the Admiffion and Efta-

blilhmcnt of one difputed and foreign, of the Norman Duke's : Befides, the

Clergy being accounted the wife and learned Men of that Age, were efteem-

ed moft likely to judge heft of the Rights, and beft to forefee the Events in

Diiputes of the Crown, and unlikely to embark themfelves in a Bottom un-

found, upon either the Regards of Juftice or Succefs.

Edgar, exalted with fuch a Concourfe of Nobles out of England, and the

Hopes they gave him of a greater from the People there, when he fhould ap-

pear among them, refolved to lay Claim to that Crown, and with ftronger

Arguments, than thofe of a bare Title, or Right of Succeffion, how juft fo-

ever : For the Scotch King had now aflifted him with a great Army, being in-

duced to engage openly in his Quarrel, not only by the Charms of his Wife,

or Compaflion of her Brother's hard Fortune, but by Reafons of State, as well

as of Juftice and Affeftion : He feared the dangerous Neighbourhood of fo

powerful, afpiring, and fortunate a Prince, and apprehended, his Ambition
would not ceafe with the Conqueft of England, but extend it to that of Scot-

land too, and reducing the whole Ifland of Britain under one Dominion, for

which it feemed by Nature to have been framed j he thought it both wife and

neceftary, to give fome Stop to this growing Power, before it became too well

fettled at Home, and thereby prepared for new Entcrprizes Abroad; and

that it was better carrying a War into England^ than expe£tin^ it in Scotland,

Vol. IL A a a a z He
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He was glad of fo fair an Occafion to juftify his Qiurrel, and by advancing

the Fortunes of Edgar, to fecure his own ; He had taken Meafures with S\vane

King of Denmark, to enter the Humber with a powerful Navy, whilft he

with his Army cntcr'd the Northern Provinces by Land j and with the Sons of

Harold.^ at the fame Time, to invade the Wcfl, by the AlTiftance of Forces

to be furnifh'd by Drone King of Ireland.^ to whom they had fled upon the

Norman Viftory. He prefumed upon great Infurreftions among the Englifi, in

favour of Edgar, and by the Authority of the Nobles his AiTociates, who
had reprefented the common Diicontents in England, to be as great as their

own.
Thcfe Hopes were not ill grounded, nor the Defigns ill laid j for the Danijb

Fleet was ready to fail, and the Sons of Harold, with their /ri/& Forces, landed

and raifed a Commotion in the Weil, at the fiimcTime that Edgar, with thole

owtoi Scotland, invaded the North, where he found at firft no Oppofitionj

but inftead of Enemies, met with many Friends prepared to receive him, and

increafe his Strength : He made himfelf Mailer of Northumberland, Cumber-

land, and the Biilioprick of Durham, by the Defeat of Robert Count of Mor-
tain, who was there flain, with Seven hundred Normans. From thence he

marched, without Refiilance, as far as 7'ork, which was defended by a ftrong

Garifon of Norman Soldiers : He befieged this City, the Capital and Defence
of all the Northern Counties, and afTaultcd it Avith that Fury, that he carried

the Town by Storm, where all the Normans were put to the Sword by the

Rage and Revenge of the Englifl} Nobles in his Army ; many in the Heat of

the Aflault, and the reft, after they were entred, and found no more Refin-
ance. After this Succefs, Edgar remained fome time at York, to refreHi his

Army, after fo long a March, and fo warm an Aftion, which had coil him
the Lives of many brave Men, and the Wounds of many more. Beiides, he
expefted here to fee his Army foon increafed, by the Repair of many Friends

and Diicontents out of the Southern Provinces of England, and by the Arrival

of the Danlfli Fleet in the Humber, according to the Concert before agreed,

and for which he knew all had been prepared

King William thus furrounded with Dangers from the Weil and North, and
with Jealoufies of his new Subjefts, of whole AiFe<5lions he had yet made no
Trial, farther than fome few Years Submiflion to his Government j was yet
undaunted at the News of all thefe Attempts, nor any ways diflrafted by fuch
various either Dangers or Fears. He applied himi'elf to thofe which were
neareit, by fending the Forces he had ready, immediately into the Weft, un-
der experienced Commanders •, and prepared a greater Army both of Englijb

and Normans, to march himfelf into the North, after the Commotions in the

Weft fhould be appeafed : This happened to be cafier and fooner than he ex-

pelled i for the Attempt of Harold\ Sons, with their Irijli Forces, proved
weak and faint, though fuccefsful in the firft Encounter j wherein Ednoth, a
brave Commander on the King's fide, was flain, with fcveral of his Followers j

but the Sons of Harold being defeated in a iecond Engagement, and failing of

any confiderable Recourfe or Infurre6tion of the Engli/Jj there (upon which
they had grounded their chief Hopes) much difappointed, and thereby dif-

couraged, were eafily broken by the brave Norman Troops, and forced to re-

turn, with the Remainder of their ////Z; Forces, into Ireland.

King William, upon the happy End of this Adventure, after the beft Or-
ders taken for the Security of the Southern Parts, in his Ablence, marched
at the Head of a brave Army into the North, engaged the Forces of £^/^^r ia

a fet Battle i and by the Valour of his Troops, the Diicipline and Order of
his Army, and his own excellent Condu6l, defeated intirely the united
Strength of his Enemies > befieged and took again the City of Tork., defended
by M^ahheof, Son to the Earl Syward, a young Gentleman of great Valour, and
much admired in this A6lion, being faid to have ftood firm at a Breach made
in the Wall, and with his Sword to have cut off the Heads of many Normans^
as they preiTed to enter, and could do it but one by one, by the Narrownels
of the Breach fo bravely defended,

4 After
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After this Defeat, and the Surrender of Tork, Edgar retired into Scotland,

with thofe of his Dependants, who were moft defperate and impatient of the
Norman Conqueft. The reft of the Englijlj Nobles, who had efcaped the
Battle, fubmitted themfelves to the King, and came in upon publick Faith,
took a new Oath of Allegiance, and were thereupon all pardoned, and many
reftored, not only to their Eftates, but to Favour with the King j who had
found Erick the Forcjler^ that had lirft rebelled againil him, after his Corona-
tion, exprcfs great Fidelity, after his Pardon obtained, and perform good
Service in this Northern Expedition. He made Gofpatrick Earl of Northum-
berland^ and employed him againft the Dangers and Incurfions he apprehen-
ded from the Scotch. He was fo charmed with the Valour and Gonftancy that

IValthcof had ihewed in the Defence of York, (though fo much to his Coft,
and the Lofs of fo many Normans by his Sword] that he refolved to gain him
at what Rate foever he valued himlelf, fhewing the Noblenefs of his own
Courage and Virtue, by loving and honouring them in his Enemies. He
married this young Gentleman to Judith his Neice, gave him great Poffeffi-

ons, befides thofe to which he was Heir, and ufed him with much Confidence}
which was for fome time returned with Service, and with Faith.

Moft of the other Nobles that came in upon Pardon of their Lives, he de-
fpoiled of their Eftates, and Offices, and beftowed them upon his Norman
Friends and Followers : Some he kept Prifoners, whom he thought moil
dangerous; as the Archbiftiops of Canterbury and Tork^ and Echvin^ a Man of
the greateft Power and Dependances, whofe Earldom and great Pofleffions in

TorkJInre^ were given to y^/ain Earl of Britain; as were thofe of feveral others

at the fame Time, to others of his Kindred or Friends. In the Room of
Stigand, he made Lanfranc Archbiihop of Canterbury, an Italian born, but an
Abbot in Normandy^ a Perfon of great Wifdom and Temper, as well as Learn-
ing : Thomas, his Chaplain, he made Archbiftiop of Tork, and obtained the
Approbation of the Pope, for their Succcfiion in thofe Sees (during the Lives
of the other Two) upon Reprefentation of other Crimes, or, at leaft, Vices,

befides their Rebellion againft a King, whofe Title had been confirmed by the

Pope, as well as encouraged.

'Tis not agreed at what Time the DaniJJ) Fleet arrived upon the Coafts, but
'tis certain,they enter'd the Humber with about Two Hundred Sail : Some write.

That they return'd again without making any Attempt upon the Shore; That
their Commanders were inrich'd with great Prefents from the King, and their

Soldiers fupplied with Provifions, and all treated rather like Friends than
Enemies : Whether their Arrival out of Time, made them defpair of any
Succefs, and whether that were occafion'd by crofs Winds at Sea, or crofs

Purpofes in the DaniJIj Court, is not well known : For William the Conqueror,

after he was feated in the Throne, feared no Infult from Abroad, but by Da-
nijlo Powers, and Pretenfions they had ftill upon England; and the Preparati-

ons (as was divulged Abroad) of Swane their King, for invading it with a

Navy of a Thoufand Ships. Hereupon he endeavoured to ward this Blow, by
Slight rather than Force, thinking his Safety on that fide, better purchaled with
Treafure, than with Blood. He praftis'd private Intelligences in the Danijb

Court, and by Force of Prefents and Penfions, gained to his Devotion fome
Perfons of Credit, and among the reft, Edelbert Archbifiiop of Hamburg, a

Man of great i\.uthority in thofe Parts, and whofe Advices were much ufed

and eftecm'd by the Danifi King. It was believed the Artifices and Praftices

of thefe Men, eluded the firft great Defign of a mighty Invafion, changed it

into an Affiftance of the Difcontented here with fmaller Forces, delay'd them
'till the Time was pafs'd, and difpofed their Commanders to return without
Aftion, and their Mafter to receive their Excufes with Approbation, or, at

leaft, with Impunity.

Yet there are other Writers, who fay. The Danes landed in England, made
great Spoils, joined Prince Edgar's Forces, winter'd in this Kingdom, and

rctum'd in the Spring, by the King's private Practices and Rewards among the

Commanders, as well as Bounty to the Soldiers.

The
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The King, after having cftablilli'd his Affairs in the North, return'd tri-

umphant to Loiuloa, where the firil A6lion he perform'd, was. To take a

new pcrfonal Oath before Lanfranc the new Archbiiliop, and all the Lords

then prcfent in that City, to obferve the ancient Laws of the Realm, cila-

blifh'd by the Kings of ^w^/^w/, his Predecellbrs, and particuhuly thofe of

Edivard the ConfeJ/hr.

This Aftion of the King's was the more applauded, and the better accept-

ed by the Englifl}, becaufc it was unconllrain'd by any Necefllty of his Affairs,

or Appearance of any new Dangers, againll wliich he might have Reafon to

provide. And 'tis certain, his Oath taken at his Coronation, of prcferving

the ancient Laws of the Realm, had been the chief Occaiion of his Safety ia

the late and dangerous Convulfion of the State; together with the ill chofen

Time of the Scotch Invafion, and the Revolt of the Lords in Favour of £//^'«;-:

For if fuch Attempts had been made foon after the Conqueft, while the

Minds of the People were generally in Motion, and in Fear of what might
fucceed, to the Danger of their Properties, and their ancient Liberties, upon
that new Revolution, his Throne had not been only {haken, but in evident

Danger of being overthrown by fuch a violent Concuflion. But the People

having lived quietly fome Years under the Proteftion of their ancient Laws,
and in an equal Courfe of known and common JtilHce, grew indifferent to the

Change which had been made in the Rights or Succeflion of the Crown, or

to any new one that might luccecd. Beiides, though they were well affcftcd

to Edgar, yet they difliked the Company with which he came attended, and

hated the Entrance of a Scotch Army mto England, more than they loved Ed-

gar. They thought, if he fucceeded, the Dominion would fall under the

Scotch, whilll he only retained the Namej and if they muft be governed by
Strangers, the beft was to have thofe they were already ufed to, and fo feared

leaft. The common Subjefts of a Kingdom are not fo apt to trouble them-

felves about the Rights and PofTcfTion of a Crown, as about their ov/n •, and

feldom engage in the Quarrels of the firft, but upon fome general and ibong
Apprehenfions, that the lafl are in Danger. So the Difcontents and Infur-

reftions of the Nobles in England, though encourag'd and fupported b/ Fo-
reign Forces, yet fail'd of Succefs againft this new King and his Government,

becaufe they were not follow'd by any general Commotion or Sublevation of

the People, which left all fafe and quiet in the Southern Parts, and main Body
of the Kingdom, whilft he marched with his Army againll his Enemies in the

North. Nor is the Safety of a Prince fo firm and well eltablilh'd upon any-

other Bottom, as the general Safety, and thereby Satisfaftion of the common
People, which make the Bulk and Strength of all great Kingdoms, whenever
they confpire and unite in any common Paifion or intereft. For the Nobles,

without them, are but like an Army of Officers without Soldiers, and make
only a vain Show or weak Noife, unlefs railed and increafed by the Voice of

the People; which for this Reafon is in a common Lattn Proverb called, The

Voice of God.

No Prince ever made greater or happier Experience of this Truth than

William the Conqueror, both in the Events of the laft and formidable Dangers,

which he fo eafily furmounted, and in the whole Courfe of his fubfequent

Reign, which was infefted by many new Troubles, either in England or in

Normandy, that would have proved fatal to him, if he had been dillrafted by

the common Difcontents, or Infurreftions of his EngUfli Subjeftsj for his pre-

fent Calm was not of long Continuance j the Clouds foon gather'd again, and

threatned another Storm, and from the fiime Winds by which the laft had

been raifed.

Makohn King of Scotland, ftill perfifted in the Envy and Fear of his neigh-

bouring Power and Greatnefs, ftill efteemed it his own Intereft to join with
thofe of Edgar, and his Dependants in England, and thereby weaken the

Force, or dilturb the Quiet of the Norman Government in England, before it

ihould, by the Favour of Time and calm Seafons, take too deep Root to be
afterwards fliaken. He raifed a greater Army than before, with which he

threat-
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tlireatned again to invade England^ and led them himfelf, though ftill in Fa-
vour only of Edgar's Title and Advancement to the Crown. He enter'd into
new Praftices with fcveral of the Englijl) Nobles who had followed him, the*
unfortunately, in the lall: Expedition, and were refolved to repair their for-
mer Lofles, by venturing greater, rather than give over the Game. Nor
could the Hopes of the difcontented Englijh ever die, while the Root was
vvlive, and they were fomented by the Malice, and encouraged by the Forces
of fo powerful a Neighbour, join'd with fo juft Pretenfions, as thofe of Edgar
were generally cftecmcd.

When the Preparations in Scotland^ and Intelligences in England^ were ripe
for Execution, the Earl Edivin made his Efcapc, and fled towards the North,
but was by the Way murder'd by fome of his own Retinue. The Earls A/or-
chiir and Hereward, who were already upon the Wing for the fame Flight,
difcouraged by this Mifidventurc, durfl; not purfue it ; but yet alreadv enga-
ged too far to make a Retreat, they made way to poflefs themfelves of the
Iileof£/)-, fortified there the bed: they could, and hoped the .yro/r/:; Invailon
would divert the King's Forces from attempting them before Winter, and
that the Seafcn and Situation together would there cover them for fome
Time.
On the contrary, the ScotchYimg was difcouraged from beginning his March,

by the News of thefe Difafters among his Confederates in England^ and chofe
lather to fend the Eifhop of Durham and Earl Syzuard out of Scotland^ to
relieve and animate thofe Lords, retired to the ifle of Ely, than to enter
England^ without Hopes of their making fome Diverfion. But the Kino-, who
never feared or flighted any Dangers, and knew they were like Difeafes, to
be taken in Time, marched immediately with his Forces to the Ifle oi Ely,
befec it upon one fide with a great Number of flat-bottom Boats, and on ano-
ther, made a Bridge of two Miles long, with incredible Diligence and La-
bour, and with fuch Speed, as both furprized and terrified his Enemies with-
in. So as defpairing of farther Refiftance, they all fubmitted to the King's
Mercy, except Hcrcivard, who, with fome few Followers, efcaped thro' the
Fens, and, thro' many Dangers, arrived fafe in Scotland. The reft of the
Lords were fent Prifoners to feveral Parts of the Kingdom, where fome re-

ins ined during the King's Life, and others died before him, with v/hom they
could not be content to live.

The King, after this fmall Adventure fo happily atchieved, and the prefenC
Peace of his Kingdom reftorod, yet confidering the Root of all his Dangers was
in Scotland, and unwilling to take up prefent Quiet and Safety, at too great
an Intereft of Dangers to come, refolved to march into Scotland with a power-
ful Army, and erdeavour to fecurc himfelf on that fide, either by a Peace or
Viftory. He firfl fent Roger a Norman, then Gofpatrick Earl oi Northumbev
land, with part of his Forces into the North, to oppofe the Scotch Army that
was already enter'd thofe Provinces, with great Spoils and Ravages of the
Country, and to keep them'at a Bay, 'till the King came up with the reft of
his Army. In the mean Time, he aflcmbled his Forces at Tork^ with the beft
Choice of Men and Officers, and fuch Numbers, as he judged neceflary for
fuch an Expedition, compofed oi EngUJ!} and Normar.s, whofe Emulation he
encoura.-;ed, with Promifcs of Reward, and Hopes of cftablifliing their com-
mon Safety by the Succefs ot this Enterprize. From Tork to Durham, he met
with many HardlTiips and Difficulties, from the Wants of his Army, in a
Country which Ivad been fo lately wafted by the Scotch Forces and his own,
und v/ith which he was then, contented to prevent another Invafion. But
having furmoimtcd all by his own Care, and the Patience of his Men, from
the Example of their Leaders, he marched near the Borders without any Op-
pofition, tho' common Fame had made him expc6t the Scotch would give him
Battle in England, ard not the Trouble of fo long a March.
But Malcolm their King, now deftitute of Hopes or Affiftances from any

Foreign Confederates, or any Infurredtions in England, after the lafc Difafters

of the difcontented Lords, began to cool the Heats of his Blood i and, inftead

of
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of farther invading England^ changed his Counfels, and refolded only upon a

dcfcnfivc War. At the News of King JViUiam\ Entrance into the Northern

Provinces, he quitted Northumberland^ and, with good Order, retreated back

to the Borders, and there incamped his Army to the belt Advantage, without

making any farther Incurfions into the £«^///5 Territories, either to iecure his

Provifions, or not to provoke his Enemies, and render all Terms of Re-
concilement dcfperatc, or not to indangcr his Retreat, in calc of any Di-

farter.

The King of England approaching the Borders, and thereby the Scotch Ar-

my, thought fit likewife to incamp his own, both to refrefh his Soldiers, ha-

ralled by fo long and difficult a March, as alfo to difcover the Forces of the

Enemy, obferve their Countenance, their Order, and their Motions, and

thereby judge of their Defigns, and diredhis own to the befl Advantage: So

that for fomc Days the two Armies flood at a Bay, feeming both prepared

for a fierce Encounter, and yet both content to delay it, from a mutual Re-
fpeft they had for one another's Forces and Difpofitions. They were, indeed,

not much unequal in Numbers, nor in the Bravery and Order of their Troops j

both Kings were valiant and wife, having been train'd up in Arms, inur'd to

Dangers, and much imbroil'd at Home in the Beginning of their Reigns.

They were now animated to a Battle by their own Courage, as well as their

Soldiers ; but yet both confider'd the Event, in the Uncertainty and the Con-
fcquence; the Lofs of a Battle might prove the Lofs of a Crown, and the

Fortune of one Day, determine the Fate of a Kingdom} and they knew very

well, that whoever fights a Battle, with what Number and Forces, what Pro-

vifions and Orders, or Appearances foever of Succefs, yet, at the bcft, runs

a Venture, and leaves much at the Mercy of Fortune, from Accidents not to

be forefeen by any Prudence, or governed by any Condu6t or Skill. Thefe
Refleftions began to difpofe both Kings to the Thoughts of ending their Quar-

rel by a Peace rather than a Battle j and, though both had the fame Inclina-

tion, yet each of them was unwilling firft to difcover it, left it might be in-

terpreted to proceed from Apprehenfions of Weaknefs, or Fears, and thereby

difhearten their own Soldiers, or encourage their Enemies. The Scotch^ at

length, began the Overture, which was received by King William with a Show
of Indifference, but with a concealed Joy j and the more reafonable, as ha-

ving the greater Stake, the Icfs to win, and the more to lofe by the Iflue of

a Battle. The firft Parley was follow'd by a Treaty, and this, after fome
Debate, by a Peace, concluded as between equal Forces, fo upon equal Con-
ditions} each King to content himfelf with the ancient Bounds of their feve-

ral Kingdoms, whereof the Borders were agreed. Neither to invade one
another's Dominions, nor to affift the Enemies, or receive and proteft the

Rebels of each other} Prifoners in the laft, or this War, to be on both fides

relcafed, and Subjects, who defired to return, to be on both fides reftor'd to

their Country and PofTefilons.

Edgar, the principal, or moft appearing Caufe of the War, was included

and provided for in this Treaty, to return into England, make his Submiffion

to the King, renounce any farther Claim to the Crown} and thereupon, not

only to be reftor'd to his own Poflefllons, with his Friends and Followers, but
to be provided of a large and honourable Maintenance from the King during

his Life. And thus this Storm, which threatned both Kingdoms with fuch

fatal Dangers, and long Confequences, was of a fudden blown over} a gene-

ral Calm reftor'd in the whole Ifland of Britain -y and the two Kings return-

ed to enjoy the Fruits of a Peace, to which they had both contributed by their

equal Temper and Prudence, as well as by their equal Preparations for a
War.
Soon after the King's Return, Edgar repair'd into England, where he was

very favourably received, and all Conditions of the Treaty performed, and
ever after obfcrved with great Faith and Sincerencfs on both Parts. He had
his Provifions and Revenues (agreed by the Treaty) fairly eftablifiied } but
being delirous to go to the Wars of the Holy Land, which was the common

Hu-
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Humour of idle or devout Princes in that Age : He was furnished by the King
with great Sums of Money, to prepare and maintain a noble Equipage for that

Journey. He there gained much Honour and Efteem ; after which, return-

ing into England^ he pafled the reft of his whole Life in the Eafe and Security
of a large, but private Fortune} and, perhaps, happier than he might have
done in the Concerts and Dangers of Ambition, however they might have fuc-
ceedcd. A rare Example of Moderation in Prince Edgar^ and of Magnani-
mity, as well asjuftice and Clemency in this King; and very difFerent from
feveral of his Succeffbrs, who defamed their Reigns by the Death of innocent
Princes, for having only been born to juft Rights of the Crown, without any
appearing Means or Attempts to purfue them, or indanger the Pofleflbrs ;

thereby llaining their Memories with the Blots both of Cruelty and Fear. For
as Clemency is produced by Magnanimity and Fearlefnefs of Dangers j fo is

Cruelty by Cowardice and Fear, and argues not only a Depravednefs of Na-
ture, but alfo a Meannefs of Courage, and Imbecillity of Mind ; for which
Reafon, it is both hated by all that are within its Reach and Danger, and def-

pifed by all that are without.

The King, upon his Return, began again to apply himfelf to the Arts of
Peace, whicii confift chiefly in the preventing of future, as thofe of War, in

the furmounting of prefent Dangers. And as nothing raifes the Power of a

Crown fo much as weak and private Confpiracies againft it, rafhly undertaken
by fomc few Difcontents, unfupported by any general Defections of the Peo-
ple, faintly purfued, and ending without Succefs ; fo this Prince found his

Throne and Authority more firmly eftabHfh'd, in all Appearance, by the hap-

py IfTue of the two late Wars, and the unfortunate Events of his revolted

Nobles ; and now efteemed himfelf more at Liberty from thofe Regards of
his Englijly Subjefts and their Laws, which his unfettled State had made nc-

ceflary upon his firft Acceflion to the Crown. He was provoked by the Re-
bellions of fo many of the greateft Engllfl) Nobles, after their Fealty fworn to

him : He was perfuaded of the general DifafFeftion of the reft, and that the

late Infurreftions would have been found much deeper rooted, and farther

fpread, if they had been attended with any Succefs. He thought the EngUjli

Lords and Bifhops had too great Dependance of their Tenants and VaflTils up-
on them, and had themfelves too little upon the Prince : fince they efteemed
themfelves neither bound to attend him in the Wars, unlefs they pleafed, nor
to furnifh the Expences, unlefs by their own Confent in their general Aflem-
blies : Nor was he fatisfy'd to have them judge of his Neceflities, whom he
thought likelieft to increafe them, or, at leaft, to defire them. He believed

the Engllfl} in general would, as long as they retained the Saxon Laws and
Forms of Government, ever be aftc6led to the Race of their Saxon Kings : And
for this Reafon, he was thought to have encouraged the Voyage of Edgar for

the Holy Land^ by fo large Supplies of Treafure, under Pretence of that

Prince's Honour, but from true Intentions of his own Safety. Befides, he

found his Treafures exhaufted by the great Charges of his two laft Expediti-

ons, and the juft Rewards he had promifed both his Normans^ and thofe of
the Engllfl}^ who had well and faithfully ferved in them. Though he had once

or twice (for 'tis left in doubt) levy'd the Tax of Danegelt upon the Threats
of a Danijl] Invafion, and by an ancient Prerogative of the Saxon Kings, pre-

tended or exercifed upon that Occafion
; yet he found it was not raifed with-

out great Murmur and Reluftancy of the People, as well as the Nobles, who
pretended to ancient Liberties, of paying no Taxes impofed without the Con-
fent of their general AfTemblies, which began in this King's, or his Son's

Time, firft to be ftiled Parliaments, according to the Norman Phrafe; where-
as they had by the Saxons been called GemootSy and, by their Latin Writers,

Common Councils, or General Aflemblies of the Kingdom, tho' how compo-
fed, is left uncertain, and has raifed much Argument and Difpute.

AH thefc Conliderations either moved or augmented at this Time, a Defign

or Inclination of this King to change the whole Frame of the Englip Govern-
ment, to abolifh their ancient Laws and Cuftoms, and introduce thofe of

Vol. II. B b b b Nor-
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Normandy^ by which he thought he fliould be move abfolute, and too power-

ful to be again dillurbcd by any Infurrcftion at Home, or any Invaiions from

his Enemies Abroad.

So foon as he had digefted, and began to difcovcr this Rcfokition, 'tis not

to be imagined what a univcrfal Difcontent, and, indeed, Conllcrnation, it

raifed among all his En^ijli Subjefts, who under fo great a King, attended by

his viflorious Norman Forces, rcckon'd upon no other Safety, but from the

Prefervation of their ancient Laws, whereof he had hitherto affurcd ihem.

Whereupon the whole People, fad and aggrieved, as well as the Nobles, in

an humble manner, but with univcrfal Agreement, tendred an carncft Peti-

tion to the King : Bcfeeching him, in regard of his Oath made at the Coro-

nation, and by the Soul of St. Ed-ivard, from whom he had the Crown and

Kingdom, under whofe Laws they were born and bred, that he would not

change them, and deliver them up to new and ilrange Laws, which they un-

derftood not.

Upon this humble, but carnefl: Application of the whole EngUflo Nation,

united in their Defires upon this Occafion, the King, before he refolved,

thought, at leaft, it was of Weight to deferve the beft Deliberation, and

thereupon fell into fcrious Confultations upon it with his Council, whom he

found much divided in their Debates. The Normans^ among them, were

for his executing with Vigour what he had determin'd, for abolifliing wholly

the EnzJiJJ] Laws, introducing the Norman^ and maintaining his Crown and

Government by the iame Means he had gained them, which was by Force and

Arms. They were cncourag'd in this Opinion, by prefuming it agreed with

the King's Inclination, and were confirm'd by the preiling Arguments and

Advices of his Brother Odon Bilhop of Baycux, a Man of a violent Nature,

arbitrary Humour and Will j who in the Time of the King's Abfence, and

his being left Vicegerent, had exercifed many Oppreffions and cruel Exafti-

ons upon the People, and had raifed more Clamour and Hatred againCt the

King's Government, than any Counfels or A61:ions of his own.

This ambitious Prelate afpiring at the Papacy upon the next Eleftion, and

defpairing to obtain it by any other Means, than the Force of Money, neg-

lefted or refrained no Ways of heaping up Treafure, though none fo fure of

increafing his own, as by advancing the King's, by an abfolute Power over the

Perfons and Purfes of his Subjefts.

The Englifl) of the King's Counfel were of a different Opinion, but being

Parties in the Cafe, had been little confider'd, without the Support of Lan-

franc Archbifhop of Canterbury^ who being born an Italian^ was impartial to

Englijh and Normans, eftecm'd much by both, and more by the King. He
was a Man of found natural Senfe, and univcrfal Goodnefs, of general Know-
ledge, known Virtue, long Experience, and approved Wifdom > free and

difinterefted, and in all Counfels confidering the King more than himfelF,

and his true Services and Welfare of the Crown, more than his Humour, or

his Inclination. The King ever advifed with him in all the weighty Affairs

of his Reign, allowed his Liberty, and encouraged it, knowing him to be not

only Wife and Good, but Faithful to his Interefls, and Affcftionate to his

Perfon : Happy in the Choice or Fortune of fuch a Counfeller, and more in-

the Difpofition of hearing and weighing fuch Advices, as were never fo dif-

ferent from his own Opinions or Inclinations. Nor is any thing more dange-

rous for a Prince, than to confult only with Perfons that he thinks arc of his

own Mind, or will be fo when they know it j nor more pernicious in a Coun-
feller, than to give only fuch Advices, as he thinks moft agreeable to him that

asks or receives them.

Lanfranc, upon this great and weighty Occafion, reprefented to the King,
How much his Safety depended upon the general Satisfa6tion of his Subjcfts

:

That of thcfe, the Englijh were much the greater Part, both in Strength and
Numbers j That no People could be eafy under any Laws, but llich where-
in they were born and bred: That all Innovations were odious i but none
could be mo/e lb, than tjiis, as appear'd by fo univcrfal Agreement of the

"
• -• Englijh,
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EngUJh, in their Petition : That the Humility and CahTmels of it was more
dangerous, than if any thing had been done in hot Blood, and the Refufal
would be the more refented : That the Laws and Condi tutions of this Realm
had been digefled by the wifefl Councils, and confirmed by a long Succeflion

of their Kings : That under them the Saxons had been good and loyal Subjects,

and their Kings, who ruled by thefe Laws, never troubled with any Seditions

or Infurre£tions of their People: That, befides Reafon and Experience, Re-
ligion was concerned in this Refoiutior/, fince the King had already twice

fworn folemnly, to obferve them > fo as a Change of them now, would be
taxed not only of Injuftice, but Impiety : That nothing was of fo much Mo-
ment to a Prince, as Reputation; and none more, than that of being a Reli-

gious Obferver of his Word and Promifci but efpecially of his Oaths,
without which, he could never be trufted by his Subjeds, or his Neigh-
bours.

The King heard and wcigh'd all their Reafons, and by them form'd his

own Judgment, which he ever truUed in the lafl Refort. Upon mature De-
liberation, as the Cafe required, he at length refolved, not only to continue
the Laws and Cuftoms of the Realm, but to give the People new, and more
evident Afluranccs of this Refolution : In purluance whereof, he granted and
confirm'd them by a publick and open Charter, and thereby puichafed the

Hearts, as well as Satisfaction of his EngUJlj Subjefts, whereof he reaped the

Fruits in his fuccceding I'roubles in Normandy, and his Wars with France.

Yet he could not refrain fhewing the Kindnefs he retained for his own Coun-
try and Language, introducing, by Connivance, or by Countenance, feveral

Norman Cultoms, and endeavouring to introduce that Language to be ge-

neral in the Kingdom. To this End, he caufed many Schools to be fet up for

teaching that Tongue, which was a Bajiard French, not well underftood by
the French themfclvcs, and not at all by the EngUJJj. He caufed the Laws of
the Kingdom, which had been anciently written in Saxon^ and by Edward the

Confe£or publifhed alfo in Lath^ to be now tranflated into Norman. He or-

dered all Pleas in the feveral Courts to be made in the fame Language, and all

Petitions prefcnted the King, and all Bufinefs of Court, to be likewife in Nor-
man. This introduced new Terms, new Forms of Pleading and of Procefs,

new Names of Offices and of Courts j and with them, all the litigious Cuftoms
and Subtilties of the Norman Pleas and Conveyances (who were a witty but
contentious People) inftead of the old Englijh Simplicity, in their common
Suits, Pleas, or Conveyances, which were plain, brief, without Perplexities,

made with good Meaning, kept with good Faith, and fo followed by little

Contention, and that determined by fpeedy Juftice, and Decifion of Monthly
Courts in every County.
Among the Saxons^ it was ufual to grant Lands and Houfes by bare Words,

and with the Delivery of fome trivial Gift, as an Horn, a Sword, an Arrow,
a Helmet, and yet the fimple Honefty of thofc Times and People left fuch
Grants little fubjeft to any Difputes or Contentions. But the Conqueror re-

duced all Grants to Writing, to Signature, and to Witnefles, which brought
in Cavils, and Anions grounded upon punftilious Errors in Writing, Mif-
takes in Expreffion, which in much Writing muft fometimes happen, cither

by Hafte, Weaknefs, or, perhaps, by Fraud of Conveyancers, and with
Defign to leave Matter of Contentions, by which they fubfill, as Phyficians by
Difeafes.

Notwithftanding all thcfe Arts of the Prince, and Induftry of his Minifters,

to introduce the Norman Language in England, yet all was fruftrated by the
Over-balance of Numbers in the Nation, in proportion to the Strangers, and
affifted by a general Averfion in the EngUJl} to change their Language, which
they thought would be fucceeded by that of their Laws and Liberties: So that

in this very Reign, inftead of the EnglifJ] fpeaking Norman, the Normans be-

gan generally, by Force of Intermarriages, ordinary Commerce and Conver-
fation, to ufe the EngliJ]} Tongue, which has ever fince continued and com-
pofed the main Body of our Language, tho' changed, like others, by Mixture

Vol. IL B b b b i of
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of many new Words and Phrafes, not only introduced by this great Revolu-
tion, but by the LTcs and Accidents of each fuccccding Age.

It feems very remarkable, and very diflferent, what happen'd in Scotland

about this Time, and upon this Subjcdt ; for upon the great Recourfc of Eti-

gliJJ} Nobles and Gentlemen into Scotland.^ feeking Refuge from the fiiil: Dan-
gers and Terrors of the Norman Conqueft ; and afterwards of many more who
fled there in Puifuit of Edgar's I'rctenfions, and joined with the Scots in two
Invafions of England; but chiefly, upon A/alco/?}i's fond Affection of his Eng-
ll/lj Wife, Siifer to Prince Edgar^ his learning and commonly ufing or favour-

ing her Language, the ufual Compliance and Conformity of Courtiers to the

Cuftoms of their Prince, and the general Humour of Kindnefs in the Scots, at

that Time, to the Perfon or Rights of Edgar, and to all his Adherents, that

loll their own Country, to follow his Fortunes} the Englifi Language grew
in this King's Reign, to be generally fpoken, not only in the Courio? Scotland,

but in fevcral Counties thereunto adjacent, and among moft of the Nobles in

remoter Provinces} and fo it has ever fince remained, as have mzny Englijh

Families in thole Parts, habituated, and, with Time, naturalized among
them : And the ancient barbarous Scotch Tongue has been left current only in

the more Northern or North-Weft and Mountainous Parts of that Kingdom,
and in the Iflands that feem to have been firft and moft intirely pofTcfled by
the Scyths or Scots, who fo long ago invaded andconquer'd the Northern Parts

of Britain and Ireland.

The contrary of this unufual Change in Language, appears to have fucceed-

ed in England^ fince in a little Time nothing remained of the Norman Lan-
guage in common Ufe, belides the Tranflation of our Common Law, which,
though deduced from the ancient Saxon Streams, yet the Sound, and Forms,
and Pra6ticc came to be Norman; like Rivers which ffill run from their Origi-

nal Sources, but yet often change their Taftc, from the Soils through which
they take their Courfe, and fomecimes from Accidents of great Inundations,

which for the prefent change them, but leave them to i^eturn to their natural

Streams. A fingular and inltruftive Example, how ilrangc a Difference there

is in the Compliance of a Nation with the Humour of a Prince they love, or of
one they fear.

Befides thefe Changes in the Language of our Laws, and the Forms ofPleas,

which were generally difafix6ted by the Englifl) Subjefts; this Norman King,
either upon Pretence of Jultice and Piety, or elle of Ncceffity and Safety,

aboliffied feveral ancient Saxon Inltitutions, and made feveral newj which, how
reafonable, or how ufeful foever, yet bred ill Blood among the Nobles and Clergy
of England; tho' the People contented themfelves with the Continuance of
their ancient Laws, and thought all they did or fuff^er'd for the King's Service,

well rewarded, while they might preferve what they call'd the Laws of Ed-
ivard the Confeffor : And the Kmg was fo wife, as often to renew his Oath to

maintain them, for the general Satisfaftion of the People.

For the reft, he took all Jurifdiftion and Judgment in Civil Caufcs wholly
out of the Hands of the Bifhops, where it had been plac'd in the whole Saxon

SuccefTion, after their Convcrfion to Chriflianity : Andreftrain'd the Clergy

to the Exercife and Adminillration of their Ecclefiaftical Power. He endea-

voured to abolifh two ancient Forms of Trial ufed among the Saxons with
great Reverence, even during their Chriftian Worfhip, though they were
but Remainders ef their old Pagan Superftition, but fo rooted in the Opinion

of the People, as not to be difpoflefied by new Reafon or Religion : Thefe
were the Trials Ordeal, and oi Camp-fight. The firft was either by Fire or by
Water, and ufed only in Criminal Cai°s, where the Accufation was ftrong,

the Sufpicions great, but no Proofs evident. In that of Fire, the Perfon ac-

cufed w;is brought into an open Place, upon even Ground ; feveral Plow-
fliares heated red hot were laid before them, at unequal Diftanccs, over

which they were to walk blindfold, and if they efcaped any Harm, were ad-

judged innocent ; if their Feet were burned by treading upon the hot Irons,

thty were condemn'd as guilty. In the other of Water, the Accufed were
4 thrown
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thrown into the Water j if they funk immediately, they were efteem'd inno-

cent, and guilty if they fvvum ; either becaufe it fcem'd againit the Na-
ture of heavy Bodies, or that tiie clear Element would not receive them,
but rejected them as polluted Perfons. The firll Trial was for thofe of bet-

ter Condition, and the other for thofe of inferior} and both were chiefly us'd

upon Accufations of Unchallity, of Poifoning, or of Sorcery.

Thcfe Trials, though grounded upon no Reafon, yet were thought appro-
ved by long Experience J and the rather, I fuppofe, becaafe any fuccceding
Proofs of Innocence, were as difficult to find, as any precedent Evidence of
Guilt. And they were commonly called the Judgments of God, and per-

formed with folemn Oraifons, and other Ceremonies, that amufed, or rather

inchanted the ignorant People into an Opinion of their being Sacred, as well
as Juft.

The Trials of Camp-fight were performed by fingle Combat, in Lifts ap-
pointed for that purpole, between the Accufer and Accufed, and were ufual

in Actions both real and criminal, v/here no evident Proof of Fa6l appcar'd
from Wicnefles, or other Circumilances : The Viftor was acquitted, and the
Vanqullh'd, ifnotkill'd upon the Field, was condemn'd. Thefe were per-
formed with great Solemnities, and either in Prefence of the King, who gran-
ted the Combat, or of certain Judges by him appointed for that particular

Cafe.

Both thefe forts of Trials the King abolifhcd, as unchriftian and unjuft^

and reduced all Caufcs to the Judgment of Equals, or of a Jury of Twelve
Neighbours, and by legal Forms : Yet the lafl was fome few times ufed in

fuccceding Reigns.

In the Beginnings of his. Reign, the Kingdom had been much infefted by
Outlaws and by Robbers, and many Normans were fecretly murther'd by the

Hatred of the EngUfb^ as they paffed alone upon the Ways or the Fields,

efpecially in the Night. To remedy this lafl; Mifchief, he impofed a heavy-

Fine upon the Hundred, where the Body of any Norman, fliould be found
flain, whether any Difcovery were made or no of the Author or Complices of

the Fa6t. For all Rapes and Robberies, he caus'd them to be punifh'd fo fe-

verely, by cruel Mutilations of Members, and Hardfliips of Labour, as left

them miferable Spectacles, or Warnings of their Crimes, during the reft of
their Lives. By the Rigor of thefe Courfes, and cutting off the chief Caufe
of fuch Offences, which grow from Idlencfs and Expences, he reduc'd the

whole Realm to fuch Security, that 'tis recorded in his Time, how a faif

Maiden, with a Purfe of Gold in her Hand, might have travell'd through the

Realm, without any Danger offer'd to her Honour, or her Money.
Befides, to prevent any Crimes that might be committed by Favour or En-

couragement of the Night, he order'd a Bell to be rung in each Parifh, at

Eight a-Clock in the Winter, and Nine in the Summer > after v/hich every

Man was to cover his Fire, and llir no more abroad that Night : And this was
for that Reafon called, the Corfe'w^ or Couzrefeiu Bell.

For the Safety of his State, he erefted feveral Caflles in many Places moft
convenient of the Kingdom > among which was the Tower of London^ and
New-Cajile upon Tyne (either built, or by this King much enlarged) and ga-

rifon'd them by Norman or EngliJJ} Soldiers j but all fuch as he moft trufted,

and who were ready in Arms upon all Occafions. Yet thefe Forts werelook'd
upon by the EngliJJ} as unnecefTary in the Times of Peace, and as Bridles up-
on the Liberties of the People, rather than Preventions of Dangers to the

Crown.
After thefe Inftitutions, he apply'd himfelf to the Increafe, Order, and

Eftablilhment of his Revenue > and having (as he believ'd) fatisfy'd the Peo-
ple in general, by the Confirmation of the antient and beloved Laws, he
thought he might be bolder with the Clergy, whom he knew to be generally

his Enemies, and whofe Clamours he the lefs feared, from his own known Piety,

in frequenting Divine Worfhip, in building and endowing feveral Monafteries,

in Prelents to many Churches, both in England and Normandy j but efpecially

ini
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in great Trcafures which he fent frequently to Rome. Therefore, upon Pre-

tence of his Enemies in the Tv.'O lall Revolts (and fuch as were defign'd to

be their Complices) having convcy'd their Plate, Money, and Jewels into the

feveral Monalicries throughout the Kingdom ; he caufed all the rich Abbies

to be fcarch'd, their Money, Plate, and Jewels, which were not neceOary,

or of common Ufe in Divine Service, to be feiz'd > and thereby brought at

once a mighty Treafurt into his Coffers, but an inveterate Hatred of the Cler-

gy upon his Perfon and Reign : And this was the lall of thofe Aftions that by

the envenom'd Pens of the Monkilh Writers of that Age, left fuch a Charge

upon the Memory of this Prince, by the Imputation of Cruelty, OppveiHon,

Violence, Exaftion, and the Breach or Change of Laws of the Kingdom, ei-

ther Human or Divine} tho' the fame Authors little confider, how ill this

agrees with the high Charafters they themfclves give of his perfonal Quali-

ties and Virtues. Nor is it probable, that fo vicious A6cions fhould proceed

from fo virtuous Difpofitions, or that fo noble and excellent Qualities of any

Prince fhould be efteem'd by the prefent Age, or celebrated to Pollenty,

which had been accorapany'd by cruel, infamous, or deprav'd A6tions during

his Life.

Having with thefe Spoils of the Clergy, as v/ell as by the many Forfeitures

of the revolted Nobles, replenifh'd his Coffers for the prefent, he extended

the Care of his Revenue not only to what might arrive in his own Life, but

alfo in the Times of fucceeding Kings. To this End, he fent Commiffioners

into all the feveral Counties of the whole Realm, who took an exa6f Survey,

and defcrib'd in a Cenfual Roll or Book, all the Lands, Titles, and Tenures

throughout the whole Kingdom. In this were diftindly fet down not only

every Barony, each Knight's Fee, every Plow-Land, but alfo what Owners,

by what Tenures, at what Rents or Duties they held, and what Stock they

were poffefs'd of, and how many FiUans upon their refpe^live Eftates. All

Lands that held anciently of the Crown, or were by this King difpofed upon
Forfeitures, he fubjefted to the ufual Tenures of Baronies, or Knight's Fees,

referving in All the Dominion in chief to himfelf, fome Quit-Rents, or Fines

upon Death and Alienation} and likcwife the Cuftody of all Heirs of fuch

Lands as were left under Age, and the Difpofal of their Fortunes, befides

what was affigned for their Maintenance, till they came to Years of difpofing

their Eftates and Themfelves.

This Book was compos'd after Two old Examples of the fame kind, in the

Times of Ethdbert and Alfred., and was laid up as Sacred in the Church of

Winchejler\ and for that Reafon, as graver Authors, fay, was called Liber Do-
wns Dei, and by Abbreviation, Domefday-Book. The vulgar Account is.

That the Name was derived from the Nature, and fo called, becaufe every

Man was to receive his Doom by that Book, upon any Dilpute about the Va-

lue, Tenure, Payments, or Services of his Lands, upon Collection of the

King's ordinary Revenue, or the Railing of any extraordinary Taxes or Im-
pofitions. And to make a Precedent for the future, or to fatisfy the great

Expenccs the King had been at, for the compiling this great Roll of the King-

dom, Six Shillings was raifed upon every Plow-Land, which made the De-
fign of it lefs agreeable to the People} though every Man's Right thereby re-

ceived a new Evidence, and no Injufticc was complained of, in the Digeltioii

of fo difficult a Work, and of fo various a Nature. By this means, the King
came to an eafy and exaft Knowledge of his whole conftant Revenue, and io

proportion'd it to his Expences, and the neceffary Cares of having always a

Fond or Referve of prefent Treafure in his Coffers, that after this Time we
never find him plunged in any Difficulties for want of Money to fupply many
great Occafions that enfu'd in his Reign, nor tempted to impofe any Taxes
upon his Subje£bs, or other Duties, than what were common and known, and
paid without Preffure or Difcontent among the Commonalty of the Realm

:

So as after all thefe InlUtutions, he paffed leveral Years in great Tranquillity

at Home, as well as Honour from all his Neighbour Princes.

About
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About the Thirteenth Year of his Reign, he went into Normandy^ leaving
his Brother Odon Bilhop of Bayeiix^ and created Earl of Kent^ his Vicegerent
in England; and little apprehending any Storm after fo long a Fit of fair Wea-
ther, or that he had left any ill Blood behind him, that was like to gather to
a Head, with fuch an Inflammation, and fo dangerous Symptoms, as ibon after

appeared. But no Condition of Humane Life is ever perfcftly fecure, nor any
Force of Greatnefs, or of Prudence, beyond the Reach of Envy, and the
Blows of Fortune. Princes, as well as private Men, are often in mofl Dan-
ger at thofe Times, and in thofc Parts, they think themfelves the fafeft^ as

Itrong Tovv'ers are fometimes taken on thofe Sides that are thought impregna-
ble, and fo left undefended, or little regarded. This conquering King
efteem'd himfelf now at Eafe for the Remainder of his Life, and not only fafe

in his own Strength, but the Satisfaftion of his Subjefts. The Englifi he had
pleafed in general, by the Prefcrvacion of their ancient Laws ; the braveft
and warmeit Blood of their Nobles was drawn in the Battle oi Haftings, or the
Wars with Scotland; their Power was weaken'd by fo many Confifcatlons, and
the Retreat of many more into Scotland and Ireland. The Normans were
llrong and numerous in England^ and were his own by Birth and by Intereft j

the Balance of thefe two Parties feem'd the Defence of the Whole } and it

was not to be imagin'd, that both fliould combine in any Danger to the Crown.
Befides, there was left no Pretenlion of any better Right or Title than his

own, fince Edgar had laid down his, not only in Shew, but with firm Refolu-
tions never to refume them.

But many of the EngliJIj Nobles ftill hated the Name of aConqueft, refented

the Change of Forms and Language in their Laws, the Introdu6tion of any
new Cuftomsj but efpecially the Rigor of the Forefl: Laws, which they knew
to be arbitrary, and efteem'd not only a Reftraint of their innocent Liberties,

but an Indignity in particular to themfelves. Some of the chief Nonnan
Lords, who had obtained great Pofleflions by the King's Bounty, and the
Confifcations of the Er/gUJh, being now invefted in their Lands and their Ti-
tles, began to grow fond of their Laws, as the fafelt Tenure ; and tho' they
had gain'd their great Eftates by the Favour of the King, yet they were not
willing to hold them at his Pleafurej and fo join'd with the Englip Nobles in

the Complaints of too great Power exercis'd by the King, and the Jealoufies

of greater yet dcfign'd, to the Prejudice of the ancient Conftitutions of the
Kingdom, and Diminution of the Authority or Dependances of the Nobles.
Some of both Nations, and equally ambitious Spirits, who had been moft fa-

vour'd and advanc'd by the Kmg, yet valuing their own Merits too high, or
their Rewards too low, thought they had nothing, becaufe they had not all

they pretended, efteem'd the King's Favour or Bounty to any others, as Injury

to themfelves, and were as unfatisfy'd with what they had gain'd as others

with what they had loft.

Thefe Difpofitions floating at firft in the Minds of feveral great Nobles,
both Englijl) and Norman., and inflam'd by fuch of the Ecclefiafticks, who had
Credit in the great Families of both Nations, grew at length to downright
Confpiracy of difpoft*elTing the King of his Crown, and introducing the Danes^
who were ally'd to many great Lords in England., and were efteem'd by the

Normans of the fame Race with their Anceftors. The chief of this Confpiracy
were the Earls of Norfolk and Suffolk., of greateft Power among the Englijl}

Nobility } Fitz-ylnbery a Norman., of near Kindred to the King, and who had
aftiftcd him with Forty Ships upon his Engjifl) Expedition, and been recorn-

pens'd with mighty Pofteftions in England., and created Earl ol Hereford ; the

Earl Waltheof., who had been pardon'd his Revolt, upon the Scotch Invafion,

marry'd to the King's Niece, and ever fince intimately truftcd, as well as fa-

vour'd by the King. Thefe enter'd fecretly into Intelligence with Sivane King
of Denmark., and with Harold'^ Sons, who were ftill refug'd in Ireland: The
firft engag'd to invade the Northern Parts with a Navy of three hundred
Sail ; the Laft, by the Afliftance of Drone King of Ireland^ to attempt the

Weftern Coafts with Sixty Ships, and the difcontented Lords, to make a'

ftrong
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firong Infurrcftion in fome of the Northern Provinces, upon Approach of

the JJariip Fleer, which was concerted to be foon after the King's intended

Journey into Normandy.

Thefe Meafurcs were hiid with fuch Caution, and purfu'd with fuch Secrecy,

that all was ready to be executed, before tlie King in Normandy^ or his Mi-
nifters in England^ had cither Notice or Siifpicion of any fuch Dangers, or

Defigns. Fitz-Aubcr had asked the King's Keave fome Months before his

Norman Journey, to marry his Silter to the Earl of Norfolk^ and pretended

fome fmall Difcontent at his Rcfufal. Not long after his Depaiture, he de-

clared the Marriage, and the Day appointed to confummatc it in Norfolk

with great Solemnity, and the Recourfe of the nearell Relations, and moft

intimate Friends on both fides, among whom were the Earl JValtheof^ and

JE«/?<J«Earl o{ Bologne^ who came over on purpofe to aflill at the Confultations

here defign'd. At this Meeting all was agreed j in what Parts of the King-
dom, under what Leaders the feveral Infurrections lliould be made, upon what
Pretences, and the Time appointed to be when the Danijli Fleet ihould appear

upon the Coaft.

But fome Delays intervening, which are fatal to all Confpiracies that are

trufted into many Hands, this was difcover'd fome Days before the Danes ar-

riv'd, but by whom of the Accomplices is left uncertain j tho' fome write,

that it was by Earl Waltbeof.) upon the Confcience of fo great an Ingratitude

to the King.
After the full and particular Difcovery of the whole Plot, and all the chief

Confpirators, Odon the Vicegerent, with the Affiitance and Advice of the

King's Council, immediately difpatch'd away feveral Parties of the King's

beft Troops, into the feveral Parts where the Infurreftions were intended to

begin, fcized upon many of the Confpirators before others had Notice of the

Difcovery, broke the rell before they could draw to a Head ; took Earl JFal-

theof and Fitz-Auhr Prifoners, who were beheaded upon this Occafion, and
many others imprifon'd. Whether this Execution was by the King's Com-
mand out oi Normandy^ or by the Rigor of his Brother Odon^ and upon Pre-

tence of Neceffity in fo dangerous a Conjunfture, is not recorded > but 'tis

agreed, That thefe two were the only Nobles that were executed in E?igland

during the Reign of ^/^/Y//^;;^; the Conqueror., notvvithllanding fo many Revolts,

and fo much Power to punifh and revenge them j which ferves to make up
that Character of Clemency of Nature, that is allow'd this Prince, among his

other Virtues, even by thole Writers who are fevcreft upon his Memory.
Both the Danes and the Irijlo Fleets were upon the EugUJh Coafts, when they

firft receiv'd the News of their Confederates Difcovery and Difaflers, upon
which they return'd to Denmark and to Ireland; and after this Time, the

Danes never again attempted any Invafion upon F.ngland., nor was this Con-
queror any more infelled or difturbed by any of his E.tigJiJl} Subjefts, during

the reft of his Reign J finding theConfpiracy wholly fupprefled, and the King-
dom in perfect Tranquillity upon his Return, which he had yet haften'd out of
Normandy, upon the Intelligence of his Danger in England, and Ignorance how
deep it was rooted, or where it might end.

Nor was it eafy to conjefture, fince it was bcliev'd by wife Men in that Age,
that the Weaknefs and ill Succefs of this Confpiracy proceeded chiefly from
the Want of fome popular Pretcnfion, that might have raifed a Commotion of
the People in Favour of the Lords j and, that if this had been defign'd in

Defence oi Edgar's known Rights to the Crown, and fpirited by that Prince at

the Head of fo many EngliJ]} and Norman Lords as were engaged in it, the

Throne had been indanger'd by this lall Shake. But the unfortunate Prince

Edgar had made his firft Pretenfions too late, and his laft Submiffions too

fooD} and the Dan'ijb Title was hated by the Commons oi Engl.ind, though
favour'd by many of the Nobles, and thereby wanted the Foundation proper

and neceflary to raife any firm Building. Thus the Infelicity of fome Princes

may be occafion'd only by ill-timing their Councils, when to attempt, and
when to defift, in the julteft Endeavours} and the Grcacnefs of others may

be
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be raifed and preferved by unforefeen Accidents, where the greatefl: Reach of
Forcfight and Conduct might have fail'd. For had Edgar been at Liberty to

purfue his Rights, upon this Conjunftion of the EngUJlj and Norrmn Nobility,

he might probably have gain'd the Crown ; and had not fome of the chief

Complices difcover'd the Confpiracy, the Conqueror might as probably have
loft it.

However thefe Fortunes came to attend him thus far of his Reign, yet

here the Curtain may be drawn over the happy Scenes of this Prince's Life :

For the next that muit open, will reprefent him in the Decline of his Age,
imbroil'd in Domcftick Quarrels, which could neither end in Glory nor in

Gains } adaulted by his own (children; oppofed by his Native Subjeftsj for-

ced to ufc Strangers to reduce them to Duty and Obedience, after Two dan-
gerous Revolts j and when thefe Troubles were appeafed, after much AnguiHi
of Mind, and many Dangers, engaged, by a trivial Accident, and without any
Defign, in a Foreign War, with a powerful Prince > which, tho' purfued
w^ith his ufual Vigour and Fortune, it firft coft him his Health, and at laft his

Life;

WilVuvm the Conqueror had by his Wife Matild, Daughter to Bald"jjin Count
of Flanders.^ Four Sons, R.obert^ Richard^ JVilUayn^ and Henry^ befides feveral

Daughters. Richard was a Prince of the greateit Hopes, but unfortunately

kiU'd by a Stag, while he was hunting in the New Foreft : His untimely Fall

was much lamented by the King, but lefs by the People, who interpreted it

as a Judgment upon him, for the mighty Waftes he had made, to extend the
Bounds of that Foreft, and for the Rigor and Oppreffion of the Foreft Laws.
The other Three furviv'd their F'atherj but with very different Fortunes, as

well as Merits, and very unequally diftribured.

The King, before his Expedition into England, had promis'd his eldeft Son
Robert the Dukedom of Normandy, in cafe he conquer'd the Kingdom he then

pretended : This Promife was made before the King of France, and challeng'd

by Robert after the King's firft Eftablifhment upon the Englijh Throne. Buc
the King, though he deny'd not the Promife he had made, yet long delay'd

the Performance, upon Pretence of his unfettled State in England, from the

Difcontents of his Nobles, and t\\t Scotch lr\w^^on%, which made it neceffary

for him to keep Normandy as a Retreat upon any great Misfortune, or Revo-
lution in England. Duke Robert feem'd content with thefe Reafons, whilft

they were juftify'd by the Appearances of any Dangers in England; but per-

ceiving they were ceafed, and yet the Delays continued, he grew at length

impatient, and about the Fourteenth Year of the King's Reign, affum'd the

Government of Normandy, as Sovereign j and, in his own Right, caufcd the

Barons to fwear Fealty to him, as to the Duke, and not as his Father's Lieu-
tenant, and was received and obeyed by the Normans ; who grew weary of a
fubordinate Government, and thought they deferv'd the Prefence of their

Prince among them, which they had enjoy 'd fince the firil Eftablifliment of
their Poffeflions in France.

Befides, Robert was generally beloved, as a Prince courteous, generous, and
brave, tho' withal, ambitious, unquiet, and uncertain j yet thefe Difpofiti-

ons, both of Prince and People, had not alone induced him to engage in fo

bold a Refolucion, with fuch a Breach of his Duty and his Truft, without the

Fraftices and Inftigations of the King oi France, who, grown jealous of King
ff^illiam's Greatnefs, and envious of his Felicity, found no better Way of Icf-

fening both, than to kindle this Fire in his own Houfe j and thereby the moft
fenfibly to difquiet his Mind, as well as to disjoint his State, and divide his

Power. He therefore not only encourag'd Robert, but combin'd with him in

this Attempt, and engag'd to fupport him with his Forces, if his Father dif-

puted longer the Juftice of his Claim.

The King, tho' at firft difcompofed at the News of this Infolence in his Son,
yet believing it had no deeper Root, but what would foon wither or be cut

off, by his l-'refence in Normandy, gather'd immediately what Forces he could

raife, and, with an Army of his Englijl} Subjefts, fail'd over now to invade

Vo L. II. C C C C NoT'
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Normandy^ as he had done before to invade England v*iih his Norma7n. A
ftrange Revolution to bcBil one Prince, in lb ihort a Period of 1 ime, and

which made as great a Change in his DirpoHtions, as his Fortunes; for tlie

great Alacrity and Faithfulnels which the ii'»_g/i/7j exprefled towards !um in this

Expedition, gain'd fo far upon his Affcdions and Confidence, that in the reft

of his Reign, and his fucceeding Wars, he fecm'd to place his chief Truft in

the Courage and Loyalty of his E)igUJ]i Subjefts.

Duke Robert, inform'd of his Father's Preparations, neglected not his own,
and though furpriz'd at the Suddennefs of his Arrival, to which the Winds had

confpir'd, he could not oppofe his Landing ; yet ibon after he was in the

Field at the Head of a brave Norman Army, and of Two thoufand Men at

Arms which the King of France had fent to his AiTiflancc. With thefe

Forces he march'd againft the King, fell upon his Vanguard, and by the Suc-

cefs of an Ambufh he had laid in an advantageous Pafs, he broke them, kiU'd

fome, and put the red to Flight j then he advanc'd againd the main Body,
where the King commanded, and by an unnatural Chance, he charged liis old

Father with fuch Fury, that, by the Stroke of his Launce, he wounded him
in the Arm, and overthrew him to the Ground. The King calling out up-

on his Fall, his Son immediately knew his Voice, tmd ftung, upon the fud-

den, with the Confcience of his Crime and his Duty, he leap'd ironi his

Horfe, rais'd his Father up from the Ground, fell down upon his Knees,

begg'd Pardon of his Offence, with Offers, upon it, to return to his Duty
and Obedience. The King, mov'd by the fame Force of Nature, rcceiv'd hss

Submiflions, forgave him, and embracing him, ended an Adventure in I'ears

of Joy, which had begun in Blood. The Armies were as eafily rcconcil'd as

their Leaders, and all together march'd to Rouen, where the King was re-

ceiv'd with all Demonftrations of Joy, and the Duke complimented upon his

happy Reconcilement with his Father j nor were thofe the kit in this Croud
of Rejoicers, who had been the chief in promoting the Quarrel between

them.
The King made no long Stay in Normandy, diffembling the Knowledge or

Refcntment of what Part the French King had play'd in this Affair j but af.;er

having re-eftablifh'd the Quiet and Order of the Province, return'd with his

whole Forces into England, left his Son in the Government o'l Normandy, truft-

ing to his Duty, and the Loyalty of his Subjefts there, as if nothing had pafs'd

to give him the lealt Sufpicions of either. A true Strain of the noble and fear-

lefs Nature of this Prince, who was rather made to furmount all Dangers he

encounter'd, by brave A6tions and judicious Councils, than either to invite

or anticipate his :vlisfortunes, by Diftruft and vain Apprehenfions, which are

but the Diftra&ions of weak and timorous Minds.
Yet this Sincercnefs and Confidence of the King, had not the Return they

deferved i
for Duke Robert having once tailed the Sovereign Power, could

not long digcil any Dcpendance upon another Will, and lying ftill open to the

Praftices of France upon his Levity and Ambition, rclapfed the next Year into

his former Diftemper, and affum'd again the Sovereignty of Normar.dy, and as

Duke thereof in his own Right j which was again acluiowledg'd and obey'dby

the Normans.
The King, upon the News of this fccond Defeflrion in his Son and his Sub-

je£ts, fell into great Paflion, and in it is faid to have curi'ed his Son, and the

Hour wherein he begat him : But foon returning to himfelf, with his ufual

Judgment and Compofure of Mind, gave prefent Orders for preparing a much
greater Army and Navy, than he had ufed in laft Year's Expedition > and

though both were Ihatter'd by great Storms he met with at Sea, yet, upon
his Arrival in Normandy, either the Fame of his Forces, or the Lightnefs of his

Son's Difpofitions, or Remorfe of his Duty, prevail'd with Duke Folcrt to

offer again his Submiflions, and Obedience to his Commands. The King
again receiv'd them, pardon'd both his Son and his revolted Subjeftsj but
forced now to more Caution than he had ufed before, after having fettled

once more the Peace and Quiet of Normandy, and placed the Government in

fafer
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fafer Hands, he took his Son with him into England^ and imploy'd him in the
hard rough Wars oi Scotland^ againfl: A/«/fo/;«, who, upon the King's Abfence,
and Confidence of being long detain'd by the Norman Revolt, and Diverfion
oi France^ had taken Occafion to pafs the Borders with an Army, and ravage
the Northern Provinces of England.

Though Duke Robert gain'd no great Honour by this Expedition, yet the

K'"S gaui'd his End : For the Scotch dilheartncd by his unexpected Return,
and more by his perfeft Reconcilement with his Son, recurn'd Home, upon
the Approach of the Englifli Army, and renew'd the Peace, which hilled the
reft of the Two Kings Lives.

About the fame 'I'ime, incenfed againft the JVeipi for many Inroads and
Spoils upon the Frontier Counties > he fent an Army againft them, fubdu'd
the plain and acceffible Parts of their Country, drove them to the faft Holds
of their Mountains, forc'd them to fue for a Peace, which he gnmccd upon
Homage done him by their Prince, and upon Hoftages given for Performance
of tlie other Conditions.

This fortunate and viftorious King feem'd now to have pafs'd all the tem-
peftuous Seafons of his Life, and fecure of Repofe for what remained j which
was neceflary or moft agreeable to the great Decline of his Age. He was ac
Peace with all his Neighbours, obey'd and honour'd by his Subjects, fear'd by
his Enemies, and the Troubles of his Family were wholly appeafed ; fo that
it was hard for any Man to conjefture from what Side any new Storm fhould
arife. But the Decrees of Heaven arc wrapp'd up in the Clouds, and the E*
vents of future Things hidden in the Dark, from the Eyes of mortal Men.
The wifeft Councils may be difcompofed by the fmalleft Accidents, and the
fecureft Peace of States and Kingdoms may be difturbed by the lighteft Paffi-*

ons, as well as the deep Defigns of thofe who govern them: For, though the
wife Refleftions of the beft Hiftorians, as well as the common Reafonings of
private Men, are apt to afcribe the Aftions and Councils of Princes to Interefts

or Reafons of State > yet, whoever can trace them to their true Spring, will be
often forced to derive them from the fame Pailions and perfonal Difpofitions

which govern the Affairs of private Lives 5 as will be evident in the Sequel
of this King's Reign.

The Normans were defirous to have a Prince of their Race refide among
them > the King was unwilling to venture again the ill Confequences of his

Son Robert'^ Ambition or Inconftancy, and therefore fent him over into AV-
mancly^ but join'd in Commiffion with his youngeft Son Henry, whofe Duty
and Affeftion he moft rely'd on, both to obferve the Actions, and temper the
Levity of his eldeft Brother.

Thefe Two Princes agreed better than is ufual to Affociates in Power, and
governing the Province with Moderation and Prudence, reduced Affairs there

to fuch Order and Tranquillity, that having little Bufinefs at Home, they went
to feek fome Diverfion Abroad, and made a Vifit to the King of France then
at Conflance^ who receiv'd them with great Honour and Kindnefs ; and, as

was thought, not without Defign of renewing old Practices with Duke Robert,

to his Father's Prejudice. Whatever Affiiirs might bufy the Thoughts of that

King and the Diike, thofc of Lewis the young Dauphine, and Prince Henry^
were taken up with the common Entertainments of Youth and of Leifure,

Love, Hunting, Play, and other fuch Divertifements, wherein the Similitude

of Age and of Cuftoms, made them conftant Companions. It happen'd one
Evening, that the Dauphine playing at Chefs, at the Prince's Lodging, loft a

great many Games, and much Money, to Prince Henry, and grew thereupori

firft into ill Humour, and at length into ill Language j which being return'd

by the Prince, the Dauphine fell into Paffion, called him Son of a Baftard, and
threw fome of the Chefs-Men at his Head : Upon which Prince Henry, inra-

ged, took up the Chefs-Board, and ftruck the Dauphine with fuch Fury on the

Head, that he laid him bleeding on the Ground, and had kill'd him, if his

Brother Robert had not rctain'd him, and made him fenfible how much more
it concern'd him to make his Efcape, than purfue his Revenge -, and there-

y o L.. IL C c c c z upon



5 8o ^^ I N T R O D U C T I O N /(? //je

upon they went down immediately, took Horfe, and by the Help of their

Speed, or their own good Fortune, got fafe to Pontoife before they could be

rcach'd by the French that purfu'd them.

The King of France, exafpcrated by this Accident and Indignity to his Son,

which reviv'd an inveterate Malice or Envy he had againll King IVili'Lim, firlt

demanded Satistadion, but at the fame time prepared for Revenge, both by

railing an Army to invade Normandy, and taking private Meafures with Duke
Robert, to divcll his Brother Flenry of his Share in the Government, and leave

the Dominion of that Dutchy to the Duke, according to his former Pretcnfions,

grounded upon his Father's Promifej wherein the King oi France, as a Witncfs,

itill pretended to be concerned.

The King of England feeing the War inevitable, enters upon it with his

ufual Vigor, and, with incredible Celerity, tranfporting a brave Englijh Army,

invades France, and takes feveral Towns in Poiflou, whilft the French took the

City of Fernon. By which Hoflilicies on botli fides, the firft War began be-

tween England and France, which feem'd afterwards to have been intail'd upon

the Pofterity and Succelfors of thefe two Princes, for fo many Generations, to

have drawn more noble Blood, and been attended with more memorable At-

chievements, than any other National Quarrel we read of in any ancient or

modern Story.

King IVilllam, after taking of feveral Towns, and fpoiling much Country in

PolttoH and Xaintongc, return'd to Ronen, where, by the Benignity of his own
Nature, and Levity of his Son's, he was the Third Time reconcil'd to Duke
Robert; and thereby difappointed thofe Hopes the King of France had con-

ceived from his Practices with that Prince j (and, as fome write, with his Bro-

ther flenry too) and defeated his Pretext of aflilHng his Right in the Domi-
nion of Normandy.

But Philip bent upon this War by other Incentives, than thofe which ap-

pear'd fiom the Favour of Duke Robert's Pretenfions, or Revenge of the Daii'

pbine's Injury, and moved both with the Jealoufy of the King's Greatnefs, and

the Envy of his Glory and Felicity, refolved to profecute obftinately the

Quarrel he had raihly begun : And not efteeming the fudden, tho' violent

Motions of a youthful Heat between the Two Princes, a Ground fufficient to

bear the Weight of a formal and declared War; upon the News and Spight of

Duke Robert's Reconciliation with his Father, he fent to the King to demand
Homage of him both for Normandy and England: King William anfwer'd.

That he was ready to do him the Homage accuftomed for Normandy, buc

would do him none for England, which he held only of God and his Sword.
The French King hereupon declar'd open War againil him, which was begun
and purfu'd with great Heats and Animofities on both fides, with equal For-

ces, but unequal Fortune} which favour'd either the Jufticc of the King's

Caufe, the Valour of his Troops, or the Conduit of their Leader, upon all

Encounters.

He marched into France, took Nantes, and burnt it, with many Villages

about it, faying, That to dcftroy the Wafps, their Nefts mull: be burnt. In

the Heat of this Aftion, and by that of the Fires, which he too near ap-

proached, he fell into a Diltemper, which forc'd him to retire his Army, and

return to Rouen, where he lay fick for fome time, with ill Symptoms, that gave

his Friends Apprehenfion, and Hopes to his Enemies. During the Expe6ta-

tion of this Event, both fides were quiet, by a fort of tacit and voluntary

Truce between them. The King of France talking of his Sicknefs, and mock-
ing at the Corpulency to which he was grown of late Years, laid. King fVil-

liam was gone only to lay his great Belly at Rouen, and that he doubted, he

mull be at Charge to fet up Lights at his Up-rifing. The King of England

being told this Scoff, fent King Philip word, That he was ready to fit up af-

ter his Lying-in, and that when he was Churched, he would fave him the

Charge of fetting up Lights, and come himlelf, and light a Thoufand Fires

in France.

No
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No Injuries are fo fenfible to Mankind in general, as thofc of Scorn, and
no Quarrels purfu'd between Princes with fo much Sharpnefs and Violence, as
thofe which arife from perfonal Animofities or private Paflions, to which
they are fubjcar, like other mortal Men. The King recover'd, gathers the
greateft Forces he could raife, both of EngliJI} and Normans, marches into
the Ifle of France^ with Fire and Spoil where-evcr he came, approaches with-
in Sight of Paris^ where the King was retir'd : There King William fent him
word, That he was Up, and Abroad, and would be glad to fee him Abroad
too.

But the French King refolved to let this Fury pafs, and appear'd not in the
Field, which was left to the Mercy and Ravage of his Enemies. The King
riding about to obferve his Advantages, and give his Orders, and draining his

Horfe to leap a Ditch in his Way, bruifed the Bottom of his Belly againlt the
Pommel of his Saddle, with fuch a Weight, and fo much Pain, as gave him a
Rclapfe of hisIUnefs fo lately recover'd, forc'd him to march his Army back
into Normandy,^ and to go hirafclf to Rouen. Here his Bruife turn'd to a Rup-
ture, and his Sicknefs increafing with the Anguilh of his Wound, gave too
foon and true Apprehenfions of his Danger : Yet he languifhed for fome time,
which he made ufe of to do many A£ts of great Charity, and give other Telli-
monies of Piety, and Refignation to the A\ ill of God, as well as to difpofe the
Succeffion and Affairs of his State; leaving by his Teftament the Dutchy of
Normandy to his Eldeil Son Robert., the Kingdom of England to William his Se-
cond Son, and all his Treafures, which were very great, to Henry his Third.
After this he ended his Life in the full Career of Fortune and Victory, which
attended him to his Grave, thro' the long Courfe of more than Threefcore
Years Reign. For he began that in Normandy about Ten Years old, and con-
tinued it above Forty \ears before his EngliJI) Expedition, after which he
reigned above Twenty Years in England., and died in or about the Seventy fecond
Year of his Age, and the Year of our Lord 1087.

Several Writers iliew their ill Talent to this Prince, in making particular

Remarks, How his Corps was immediately forfaken by all his Friends and
Followers, as loon as he expir'd ; How the Monks of an Abbey he had foun-
ded, were thereby induced to come of Charity, and take the Care of his Body
and his Burial, which he had order'd to be at Caen in Normandy.^ and in a

Church he had there built > How the Ground that was opcn'd to receive

him, was claim'd at that Inftant by a Knight of the Country, who alledged

it had belong'd to his Ancellors and himfelf, and was violently or unjullly

feized from them by the King, fo that his Funeral was fain to be deferr'd till

an Agreement was made, and the Value of the Ground paid to the Claimer :

With other invidious Circumftances, which may argue the Ingratitude, Ava-
rice, or other Vices of his Servants or Subjects then living, but not defame the
Memory, orobfcurc the Glory of the Dead.

This ended all that was Mortal of this Noble King, and this Renowned
Conqueror : for his Fame will never die, but remain for ever in the moll lad-

ing Records of Time, and Monuments of Glory, among the Princes molt ce-

lebrated for their brave Atchievements in War, their wife Inllitutions in Peace,

the Length and Profperity of their Lives and their Reigns. In all which he
jnuft with Juilice be confefled, not to have been equall'd by many, if, indeed,

by any we read of in Story.

I have made no mention of any great Councils or AfTemblies held in this

King's Reign, bccaufe I find no clear Evidence of the Nature or Conftitution,

the Times or the Occafions of them, whether like thofe ufed in the Saxon
Reigns, or like the Parliaments in Normandy; or v.'hether that Style was in-

troduc'd here in this King's Time, or that of his Son's, who fucceeded him.

It appears, that he often affembled the Nobles and Barons of the Realm, but

whether upon the Solemnity of fome great Feftivals, or of fome Occafions of
more Importance, either for the Honour of his Court, or Confultation of his

Affairs, I find not fo well recorded, nor fo eafy to determine, as fome will

have it. It is agreed only. That there were Two General AiTemblies of the

Clergy i
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Clergy; one about the Sixth Year of his Reign, upon a Controveify between

the Archbifhops oi Canterbury and 2"«/t, about the Primacy, which was therein

dctermin'd in favour of the firfl : Ihe other about ereiSting fome new Bifhop-

ricks, or tranflacing their Sees from fome decay'd and fmaller Towns, to o-

thers grown in that Age more populous and opulent. The Litchfield Chro-
nicle alfo relates, How in the Fourth Year of his Reign, he fummon'd out of

every Country the Nobles, the Wife Men, and fuch as were Learned in their

own Law, that he might from them learn what were their ancient Laws and

Cufloms. After which the Laws of St. Edijuard were conferved, and by hira

confirmed throughout the whole Kingdom.
I have not been fo particular as other Writers, in the Names of Places, or

of Perfons, or Diftinftion of Years j becaufe in fuch Antiquity of Times and

Variety of Authors, I find them very hard to be afcertain'd. Befides, the

Difagreement among Writers is fo great, in affigning the Years to the feveral

Aftions of this Prince, that fo important an Affair as that of framing the

Doomfday-Book^ is by fome referr'd to the Eighth, by others to the Thirteenth,

and by fome to the Nineteenth Year of his Reign : And many others are left in

the fame Uncertainty.

I have likewife omitted the Accounts and Remarks, wherein fome Writers

have bufy'd their Pens, of ftrange Comers, Inclemencies of Seafons, raging

Difeafes, or deplorable Fires, that are faid to have happen'd in this Age and

Kingdom; and are reprefentcd by fome as Judgments of God upon this King's

Reign : Becaufe I rather eftcem them Accidents of Time or Chance, fuch as

happen in one Part or other of the World, perhaps every Age, at fome Pe-

riods of Time, or from fome Influence of Stars, or by the Confpiring of fome
natural or cafual Circumitances ; and neither argue the Virtues or Vices of

Princes, nor ferve for Example or Inftruftion to Pofterity, which are the great

Ends of Hillory, and ought to be the chief Care of all Hifiorians.

For this Rcafon, as well as to comply with common Cuftom, it may not be
improper or unneceflaryto end the wife, politick, and profperous Reign with,

the juft Character of this renowned Prince. Since all great Actions in the

World, and Revolutions of States, may be truly derived from the Genius of

the Perfons that conduct and govern them; fo as by comparing both together,

and obferving the Caufes as well as Events, it may be eafy to dilcern, by what
perfonal Qualities and Difpofitions of Princes, the happy and glorious Succef-

fes of their own Fortunes, with the Greatnefs and Felicity of their States, are

generally atchieved; for, to attribute fuch great Events to Time, or to

Chance, were to deltroy the Examples, and confound the Confequences of all

Virtues and Vices among Men.
William^ furnamed 'the Conquerer^ was of the talleft Stature among thofe

common in his Age and Country; his Size large, and his Body ftrong built,

but well poportion'd : His Strength fuch, as few of his Court could draw his

Bow : His Health was great and conftant, which made him very active in his

Bufinefs and Pleafures, till about the Decline of his Age he grew fomething

corpulent. From all which, I fuppofe, came the Story in fome Norman Wri-
ters, that he was Eight Foot high, or the Size oi Hercules.

As he was of goodly Perfonage, fo his Face was lovely, but of a mafculine

Beauty, the Lines being flrong, rather than delicate : His Eyes were quick
and lively, but when moved, fomething fierce: His Complexion fanguine:

His Countenance very pleafant, when he was gay and familiar j when he was
ferious, fomething fevere.

His Paftimes were chiefly Hunting and Feafting : In the firft he fpent much
Time, ufed great Exercife, and yet much Moderation of Diet. In his Feafl:s,

which were defign'd for Magnificence or Converfation, to know or to be
known among his Nobles, and not for Luxury; he was courteous, affltble, fa-

miliar, and often pleafant, and which made him the more fo to his Company,
was eafy at thofe Times in granting Suits and Pardons,
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It is by All agreed, that he was Chafte and Temperate, which, with a hap-

py Conilitution, and much Exercife, preferv'd not only his Health, but Vi«
gour, to the laft Decline of his Age.
He was of found natural Senfe, and fhew'd it not only in his own Conduft

and Reafoning upon all great Occafions, but alfo in the Choice of his Minifters
and Friends, where no Prince was happier or wifer than he.
He talk'd little, never vaunted, obfcrv'd much, was very fecret, and us'd

pnly Lanfranc Archbifliop of Canterbury^ with an univerfal Confidence, both
as a Counfeller and a Friend j to whom he was ever meek and gentle, tho' to
others fomething auftere j as if this Conqueror had been himlelf fubdu'd by
the Wifdom and Virtue of that excellent Man.

In his Purpofes he was fteddy, but not obftinate, and tho' conftant to his
Ends, yet appliable to Occafions j as appear'd by his favouring and trufling
the Normans in his Troubles of England, and the EngHJh in thofe of Normandy;
and was either very wife, or very happy, in the Arts of gaining Enemies, and
retaining Friends, having never loft but one, which was Fitz-^tiher.
He was a Prince deep in his Defigns, bold in his Enterprizes, firm in his

Profecution, excelling in the Order and Difcipline of his Armies, and Choice
in his Officers, both of his Army and his State: But admirable in Expedition
and Difpatch of Civil as well as Military Affairs, never deferring 'till to Mor-
row, what fhould be done to Day.
Above all, he was careful and prudent in the Management of his Treafure,

and finding a Temper between the Bounty of his own Nature, and the Ne-
ceffiry of his Affairs, proportioning always the Expences of his Gifts, his
Buildings, his Enterprizes, to the Treafure he was Mafter of, for defraying
them, defigning nothing out of his Compafs, and thereby compafling all he
feem'd to defign.

He was Religious in frequenting Divine Service, giving much Alms
building Abbies, and endowing them, fending Prcfcnts of Crofles of
Gold, rich Veftures and Plate to many other Churches, and much Treafure
to Rome.
He was a great Lover of Learning, and tho' he defpifed the loofe ignorant

Saxon Clergy he found in England, yet he took Care and Pleafure to fill Ec-
clefiaftical Dignities here with Perfons of great Worth and Learnmg from
Abroad, as Lanfranc, Durand, Anfelm, with many more.
He was a Lover of Virtue in others, and a Hater of Vice; for being n tu-

rally very kind to his Half-Brother Odon Bifhop of Bayeiix, having made him
Earl of Kent, given him great Revenues, intrulled him, in his Ablenc;, with
the Government of the Realm > yet finding him a Man of incurable Ambition,
Avarice, Cruelty, Oppreffion, and Prophanenefs, he at length wholly dif-

grac'd him, and kept him in Prifon during ail the reft of his Reign ; which
fcems to have been a juft Punifhment of his Crimes, and Sacrifice to the Eng-
lip, he had cruelly opprefTed in the King's Ablence, rather than a Greedi-
nefs of his Treafures, as fome envious Writers would make it appear.

Yet by the Confent of them all, and the moft partial or malicious to his

Memory, as well as others j He is agreed to have been a Prince of great

Strength, Wifdom, Courage, Clemency, Magnificence, Wit, Courtefy,

Charity, Temperance, and Piety. This ihort Chara£ter, and by all agreed,

is enough to vindicate the Memory of this noble Prince, and famous Conque-
ror, from the Afperfions or Detraftions of feveral malicious or partial Authors,

who have more unfaithfully reprelented his Reign, than any other Period of
our Englijl) Hiftory.

Having taken a full View of this King in his Adions, and his Perfon, it re-

mains only, that we confider the Confequences that both of them had upon
the Condition of this Kingdom, which will be beft difcover'd by the Survey

of what It loft, what it preferv'd, and what it gain'd by this famous Con-
queft.

England thereby muft be confefTed to have loft; firft, very great Num-
bers of brave Englifi Men, who fell in the Battle of Hajlings, and in two

Wars
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Wars afterwards, by the Revolt of the Nobles, and Invafion of the Scots in

Fa%'our of Edgar yitheling. Likewife many Nobles and Gentlemen, who dif-

daining all Subjc6tion to a Foreign and Conquering Power, retir'd into ScotLind^

Ireland.) Denmark.^ and after the Extinftion of their Hopes, by the Supprcffi-

on of all Endeavours in Favour of Edgar's Right, never returned, but left

their Families habituated in thofc Countries, choofing, if they muft live un-

der a Foreign Dominion, to do it rather Abroad, than at Home.
In the next place, England loft the true Line of their ancient Saxon Kings,

who were a Race of juft, good, and pious Princes, govern'd by fuch known
Laws, and with fuch Moderation, and were fo beloved of their People, as

makes it obfervcd by Writers, that no popular Infurreftion ever happen'd in

any of the Saxon Reigns.

Laftly, England by the Conqueft loft, in a great mcafure, the old Plain-

nefsand Simplicity of the Saxon Times, and Cuftoms of Life, who were ge-

nerally a People of good Meaning, plain Dealing, contented with their own,

little coveting or imitating their Neighbours, and living frugally upon the

Produft of their own fruitful Soil : For the Profufion of Meats at our EngUJb

Tables, came in with the Danes., and the Luxury of them was introduc'd fiiil

by the Normans, and after increafed by the more frequent Ufe of Wines,

upon the Acceffion of Giiienne to this Crown.
What we preferv'd, is remarkable in Three Particulars, not ufual upon

great Conquefts } for, firft. We preferv'd our Name, which was loft by the

Saxon Invafions, but that of England then (iuccecding the other of Britain)

has ever fince continu'd.

Next, We preferv'd our Language, or the Old Englijh Tongue, which has

made the Body and Subftance of what ftill remains, tho' much enlarg'd and

polifti'd fince thofe Times, by the tranfplanting many Words out of Foreign

Languages, efpecially Latin and French.

In the laft place, We preferv'd our Forms of Government, our Laws and

Inftitutions, which have been fo much celebrated by ancient Writers, and
have been fo obftinately defended by our Anceftors j and are by Chancellor

Fortefcue^ who writ in the Time of Henry the Sixth, aven'd, to have been
preferv'd thro' the Five feveral Governments in this Ifland, of Normans.^

Danes.) Saxons^ Romans.^ and Britons^ and fo to have continu'd for a longer

Courfe of Time, than thofe of Rome^ or Venice.^ or any other Nation known
in Story. But this, I doubt, is not fo eafily proved, as affirmed, tho' it may
be with more Certainty of the three firft, which is fufficient to illuftrate the

Antiquity of our Conftitutions, without recourfe to ftrain'd or uncertain Alle-

gations.

For what we gain'd by our Lofs in this Conqueft, though it feems a Con-
tradiftion, yet it may be obferved in many more Particulars than the other

Two.
Firft, England grew much greater, both in Dominion and Power, Abroad j

and alfo in Dignity and State at Home, by the Acceflion of fo much Terri-

tory upon the Continent. For, tho' the Normans by the Conqueft gain'd

much of the EngUfli Lands and Riches, yet England gain'd Normandy.^ which
by it became a Province to this Crown.

Next, It gain'd greater Strength by the great Numbers of Normans and
French^ that came over with the Conqueror, and after his EftablilTiment here;

and incorporated with the Englijh Nation, joining with them in the fame Lan-
guage, Laws, and Interefts.

Then we gain'd much by the great Increafe of our Naval Power, and Mul-
titude of Ships, wherein Normandy then abounded, by the Advantage of more
and better Havens, than in latter Ages. This, with the perpetual Intercourfe

between England and Normandy^ and other Parts of the Continent, gave us a
mighty Increafe of Trade and Commerce, and thereby of Treafure to the
Crown and Kingdom; which appear'd firft in fo great a Mais, as was left by
the Conqueror to Prince Hmry his younger Son.

En^and,
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England^ by the Conqueft, gain'd likewife a natural Right to the Dominion
of the Narrow Seas, which had been before acquir'd only by the great Naval
Power of Edgar^ and other Saxon Kings. But the Dominion of Narrow Seas,
fecms naturally to belong, like that of Rivers, to thofe who pofTef's the Banks
or Coafts on both Sides ; And fo to have ftrengthen'd the former Title, by fo
long a Coaft, as that of Normandy of one Side, and of England on the other
Side of the Channel.

Befides, By this Conqueft we gain'd more Learning, more Civility, more
Refinement of Language, Cuftoms, and Manners, from the great Refort of
ether Strangers, as well as LMixture oi French and Normans.

And, Laltly, We gain'd all our Confideration Abroad, by carrying our
Arms fo often, and fo glorioully, as well as extending our Dominions, into
Foreign Countries > fo that whereas our Saxon Kings were little known
Abroad, farther than by the Fame of their Devotion and Piety, or their Jour-
nies. Gifts and Oblations made to i?o;»e. After the Conquclf, the Crown of
England grew firft to be fear'd by our Neighbours, to have conilant Intercourfe
with other Foreign Princes, to take Part and be confider'd in all the Affairs

of Chrifiendom-y and by the following Acceffions of ylnjou and Guienm, came,
in a fhort time, to be efteemed, without Controverfy, while they poflefled

thofe Dominions, the greateil Power of any Kingdom then in Cbrijiendom ; as

appears by fo many glorious Adventures and SuccefTes of their Arms in France.,

Spain.) Britany.y Flanders., Sicily^ and the Holy Land.
From all thefe happy Circumftances of this famous Conqueft, all the fuc-

ceeding Kings of England feera jullly to have done this Conqueror the Honour
of dating from Him the firll great Period of their Reigns : By which thofe

of the Saxons., and other preceding Dominions or Governments here, are lefc

us in Story, but like fo many antique, broken, or defaced Piftures, which may
ftill represent fomething of the Cuftoms and Falhions of thofe Ages, tho' lit-

tle of the true Lines, Proportions, or Refemblance. But all that has fucceeded
fince this King's Reign, though not drawn by any one skilful Hand, or by
the Life, yet is reprefented in fo clear a Light, as leaves very little either

obfcure or uncertain in the Hiftory of our Kingdom, or the Succeffion of our
Kings.

FINIS.
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