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41.
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13«
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'

15 *
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16 ,
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19.

20 ,

21 .

22.

23 .

-24,

25.

Uncle Sam’'s ^’orest Rangers^

THEME

I guess we've all wondered from time to time what a

young man thinks about as he prepares to take up arms

for his country in Uncle Sam's fighting forceSo Well,

we've discovered what one man in particular thought about

before ^ shoved off with a gun on his shoulder c He put

it in the form of a letter to his local newspaper and,

addressing his fellow-toi'^nsraen he said, quote, "It's up

to you boys to do your best to see that our Interests are

protected while we are away, so we may return l?o our

heritage of green forests, clear streams, and a fine

abundance of game and fish as we again resume our normal

lives under our democratic ways of living,’* end of quotes

There, surely is a grand young American with the love of

his country's forests in hie heart. We wish him speedy

victory and a safe return,,, to an American that will take

care of its natural resources. And now, to the Pine

Cone Ranger Station where on a February mid-morning we

find Ranger Jim Robbins, his wife Bess, and his assistant

Jerry Quick talking about Pete Ramey, one of Jim's former

forest guards, who has Just been reported missing in

overseas action,,. , Here they are,,,.

f
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lo JIM?

2*

3^ BESS?

4.

JERRY?

6.

7.

BESS?

s * .

JIM?

10.

•11.

12.

13*

BESS?

16.

IT. JIM?

16.

19.

20.

^21. JERRY?

22.

23. BESS?

JERRY:

(FADE IN) Yep, when I heard the news down town last

nlghtj Bess, it kinda got me ando,, welloc. loco I«co

(CrENTLY) I know, Jimp Peter Ramey was one of the finest

young men we’ve ever had here on the Forest „

Aw now, wait. What d’ya mean, ws^? Just ’cause Pete’s

been reported missing doesn’t mean he’s deado He could

be a prisoner of war, couldn't he?

Yes, of course, Jerhy^

One of the finest young men and about the best doggoned

forest guard I’ve ever had. And as keen a practical

woodsman as anyone could hope for. Take those pine

woods of his on his father's place « Planted ’em when

he was Just a kid and nursed ’em along ’tilgc..*

I’ve been thinking about Peter’s father, Jim, He must

be taking this terribly hardp And his mcther, tooc She

hasn't been very well lately, you know.

Yes, BesSe I’ve been thlnkin’ of old Jeff and MrSp Ramey

toOo And don't forget, there’s Bobby, Pete’s youngs ter,>

The kid'll feel it more'n anybody If hie Dad don’t come

back horaeo

Gee, that’s right, Jim po. Pete’s wife died when Bobby

was born, didn’t she?

Yes, Jerryo

And now the kid’s all alone c ’Cept his grandparents

of course o Gosh, that’s kinda tough

«
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BESSs

JIMl

JERRY:

Jim, you and Jeff Ramey are old friends® Don't you

think you ought to go see him today?

Io,.I don’t know, Bess® That is, I’m not sure anything

I could say would help old Jeff right now® He and Pete

were the kind of dad~and-son combination you read about

and Jeff must be pretty hard hit® I reckon I’d better

wait a while® (SOUND OP FOOTSTEPS OFF) H-m-m, sounds

like someone’s corain

It’s Mary, What’s she doing here this time of day?

lOc DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES

lio BESS: Maryl Aren't you teaching school today?

iSo MARY: (WORRIED) Hello everybody®

1.3- JIM; Hello
j,
Mary®

JERRY; Something’s wrong® What is it, Mary? oo® Here, sit down,

Hj-

So and tell us what’s worryin’ you®

\£t>
MARY

:

You’ve heard about Peter Ramey?

•y
• f o

JIM; YeSo We were Just talkin’ about him, Mary®

BES3; Mary! There’s more news?

r4ARY; No® Not about Peter® But I rushed over here from

tOc
school to tell you about his son, Bobbie, and about

11,
Peter’s father®

.iPo
JIM; What’s hapoened, Mary?

’3.

>

f
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1. MARY?

3 .

K

BESS?

7,

S. JIM?

9.

.

MARY;

10 ,

u.

12.

13 .
JIM;

14, MARY

;

16 «

17.

IS. JIM;

19. MARY:

20 .

a.

?2. JERRY

23.

?5 .

Well, Bobby came to school as usual this morning, but

I could see he’d been crylngp „ «.but I decided not to

say anything as long as he seemed to be bearing up all

righto And, for a seven-year old, I must say he was

doing splendidly o

I think you were right not to say anything, Mary« The

child shouldn’t be reminded aboutb«o,.

You mentioned old Jeff, Maryo What about him?

Well I missed Bobby during the morning recesso One of

the children said she saw him go toward the wood shed

so I went out there myself and there was Bobby back in

the corner, crying as though 'his little heart was breaking.,

^o on, Maryo

I tried to calm him by telling him his father was only

missing and there was a good chance he'd be home again

some day, but I found out that what the child was most

worried about right then was his grandpa ^

Worried about Jeff? Why?

It seems that when Bobby got up this morning his grandpa

had already left the house, x^ith en axe in his hand,

according to Mrs, Rameys

With an axe? What the dickens does that mean?
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VARYi

S.

3 .

K
JEHRY:

6» BESSt

7*

S* MARY;

9.

10,

.11 .

12. ^IM;

13.

14, BESS;

15 .

16, PAUSE;

17, JERRY;

xa.

I9e JIM;
f

20 .

a. JERRY:

a

JIM;

f

Bobby said his grandpa hadn't even come back for

breakfast and hiagrandraa was crying and he begged me

to not let his grandpa go off some where and not come

back, like his daddy didot...

G’oshl

Jim, you've got to do soraethlngo You'^ve got to go over

to

j

the Ramey place right noWo

I wish you would, Mro Robbins^ I turned Bobby over to
\

another teacher and came right over hereo But now I've

got to go back to the school house. You’ll see about

Mri. Ramey won’t you, Mr, Robbins?

Of course I will, Mary, You go on back and tell Bobby

everything’s goin’ to be all right, Maryo,,, Come on, Jerry,

I’m going too, Jim, I’m thinking Mrs, Ramey needs

some one (FADE) to look after her too.

(FADE IN) It sure was a good thing Mrs, Robbins came

along, Jim.

Yeah, Mrs, Ramey was mighty close to collapsing, I guess

but Bess ’ll take care of her all right,

I couldn’t make out who Mrs, Ramey was more worried about “

Pete or hie father,

A combination of both, I’d say, Jerry, I gotta admit I’m

gettin’ a bit concerned about Jeff, myself. Of course

he’s got a sizable place here and we haven’t covered all

of it yet, but, , , , .

,
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1, JERRY?

4. JIM?

3 ^

6, JERRY

;

7o JIM ?

JERRY;

9 .

10 ,

JIM?

12 .
JERRY

:

13 «

l4«

i5c

l6«

i7o JIM?

iSo

19 .
JERRY?

20 ,
SOUND

21 *
JIM?

22 .

23 »

24 ,

25 0

There wasn't a sign of him in the big pasture or In

those north woods
j

either « Maybe we'd better get some

more men and really scour those woods, huh, Jim?

May have to, Jerry, but I wanta try just one more

place firsto

Where's that?

That grove of pines up ahead, Jerry

«

I get ito The pines that Pete planted^,,. Say that's

right, Jim, That'd be just the place the old man would

head for if he was plannin’ to,,, to,.,

(GRUFFLY) If he was plannin' to what, Jerry?

A.V7 now, don’t get me wrong, Jim, But you gotta admit

it looks klnda bad when a fellow like Pete’s father,,.

You know how fond he was of Pete, . oWhen he goes of early

in the morning with nothin’ but an axe and doesn’t show

up for meals or anything, ,

,

Cut it out, Jerry, Whatever Jeff thought, it wasn’t

what you’re thinking,

I sure hope you’re right, Jim.. .. Walt’ What’s that?

OF AXE CFT, SUSTAIN

Sounds like an axe to me, Jerry,.. Yep, there’s old

Jeff “ see him over there, back in those pines, Jerry?,,,

Old Jeff Ramey at the light end of an axe, swingin’

aw^y like mad.
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JERRY:

2o

3o

4^ JIM?

5.

7.

So

9.

Yeah., He^s okay thenotc But look, Jim, those pines

H

Man alive, lie^s ruining that pine grove., Cut tin’ all

those young trees that Pete planted

o

I guess Jeff must be thinking they're Japs he's

sockin' awa3^ ato (SERIOUS) But you're right, Jerry o

He's in a frame of mind to do a lot of damage without

realizing ito„.o I don't like to interfere with what a

man does on his own place but I reckon we better say

something to him, Jerryp (FADE) Come on» He sees uso„.o

10 .

11 .

12 .

13 o

IK

15.

16.

17.

1«.

19c

20 c

21 o

22c

23c

2k.

25,

PAUSE

FADS IN SOUND OF AXE, SUSTAIN CHOPPING THROUGH CONVERSATION

JEFF? (with grunts - TIRED) Seems to me, Jim, you could do

better takln' care of your timber sales on the Pine Cone

Forest instead of 'takln' time to bother with an old man

like me. There's a war on, and they're needin' timber

bad* You oughta know that I

i

JIMs Well, it seems to me, Jeff, you could be a mite more

oolite with an old friend like me and chat a while without

keepin' on swingin' away at those young pines

o

JEFFs Pete„ ohe. o

.

« he wasn't ed old himself, and they cut him down,

'pears like.

JERRY? You mustn't believe Peters gone, Mr. Ramey. You mustn't,,

Missing in action isn't the same as.*. as killed in

action,,



^ -.'se 'I'-C*'/
'

• i v-r'^ .i '

.,

ii •.:? Jif’-i .^£V^*<;~^ 'j-i'.rir^ ^nin tr"; ,,

=^.''*'1 J-.y

. '50 it ,aBIc .19^ r»^ c '. j*x y
'

f •' ^o'l '61. orf
o'

3'9rf e'-'Yeri^ &cf tV -fn ^

vi !SO\, tuc, .SUOiJISr:) ".3 ' - ":ii;:cca

xv: ©:0-'. ..^.' ^0 :>oI s c,5 mlm '
,

• ^ .{ ' s'

.u o.crj'w rf^'i'.J' : ‘ic': 5i ca' :i^I -^'-nob I, '^r. .. .. i ''^

Viit T.o:riro'/ 9W nor-fos'X X .I'f.-' sd..'>''c nv: airi g qecb-nxr;

.BU t 39a sH ,no i:.ioU (30/. '^) .Yt'teL .aari t. r . GXr i. cr

;l-v.T/;.:>i2'm00 HDOOJjKT OtTiqqc-:.* MI. v
' '1/ •'

ob 6I;J00 '.H-Y ,rcV- ^cj. o-i (CS:- .
- *.- •• x’-^)

-roO Offs no E9l-G;3i '::6dir J . 'Tijo *. lo s'mo '1 'Jfct

r-.ciM 6::o nB -erfSDd oJ eciiS ’ bo- /r t-

'r 3 (ifiix.t 'n.tooo.T ‘ Y.orfS ^}Cl5 no xr.v s' •.
' rie. v '• ^

vion:f no:' .Igv

s.ci bUfOi* iJo‘\ ^c*fn o.' c'ji” .r S- .1.

-fSvW" f.XX.'/.-: .9 ’ --.di) b*i 3 oin c'.l^-C .'DTalri't b.lo hf .0 o 7 'lo

1’:: HI :

.asT.cq ')C iJOZ oeofu Sb v. v.O'' 1 . :V, f I i v; " r 1 o ' u H ^' t

siiri rx5.o YoriS 5nB .tloomi;:! i5lo - a S'ntm’Y 9 r '. X ' .f -s"

r.T.' tn

'nSsi;- uoY .YSiTfjXf tSnojj a .svoAlec ,'

' ,-iYr r'.:

: bsl'CX?r r3!V. , o3JS scx-.o jrfS J’naX noiSo: n. T iiinel:

X .;u

110 i-v C/>



Page 9

X, JEFF? They got my Pete, oneway or another„ And I reckon

this Is about the only way I can get some solid licks

3.

JIMj

1.

Hi% O

JEFF?
V

10 .

•n.

12.

13*.

X4,

15e

»1^.

JEFF:

JIM:

17 •

16.

.in,

I understand, Jeff, They took your boy. And now you’re

taking Pete’s pine trees... this timber here that Pete

planted himself and took care of through the years,..

You’re cut tin’ it dov/n figurin’ that’n the best way

you can get even for whatever mighta happened to Pete, huh?

Put it any vay you like, Jlra, I gotta do what I see

right to do.

Okay, Jeff, I guess we might as well go along, Jerry,,,.

Mo, Walt, I got Just one more thing to say, Jeff,

What you’re doin’ here, cuttln’ all these young pines

down before their time, ...

Pete was cut down ’fore his time, wasn’t he?

What 1 was goin’ to say was this, Jeff, (SLOWLY) I

don’t think Pete would agree to this, I don’t think

he’d like it very much, wherever he is,.. Come on, Jerry,

^3^^^
AXE SOUNDS OUT

20. JEFF

:

*21. JIM:

CCc

23, JEFF?

24 .

H5.

VJait a minute, Jim, What d’ya mean, Pete wouldn’t like it?

Jeff, I reckon I don’t have to tell you how close your

boy, Pete, and I were,,.
I

I know Pete thought a heap of you, Jim,

i



I?

^lOiice't i* I?nA /rorjijrtu 'lo ^r^^'-no ^ J;? :.'^-:-

. 3 ;.lo*I siQon ViJiO 1 v£‘vr i^.Cfio ^•. ocfa '.-t. -i W
n:

:*jjov ^*cn £jr:A :,'v;og ‘liucrt ii'oc^r \:*;r!T <,’"';eij
,

-

Qifo^. ?Bf{^ s'Lcorl b .:rI;J . . .. < € '.ir.'q e

».^ 3 ';s9 \;
lo a*i.ao 7(000 o it- t..-' ' .'^-'1^ os^hbI i

TC..,"; m-?oB
" ' r •'M *

rjO -

•roc- j i-r ‘ic >
;P9Vt IF T JO -:

tL FJlr.I }C V. o'u I

.
o£ 0 ,T ;! ri^l i

3iid -If as'Un I ^aaC

Ti ei v< 1
‘

8 U^ '‘0^ r.^ iC^

^.uo 3 IS a -.iop 3'1 u 0 ^ ar: V

• ; « . .a*?/? oTf OlsCf fiMoi

a;:rf i'xol: * 1 .o5 riJZ ^ .oV' ets •-

3P/.; ;sr> cJ 'ni- ,

J --B'.- I J sr^' •

j.'p.xrij" :
' 0 c

"Sit>7 .jrio;.'c
'

;,
TBV

1

•« .t
'?;

•
' t

io ^ f it , n.

1

.'ijftij; Si 5 tj v:

svBi ?/nci3 Z rj : OP. 1 T.

, ., .. 0*11 I t-' r
,

• ,’i'-
'

tintu ,^}‘OX q?3rf 3 '*? ri‘?,ucfk' '>*1/1 ••



Page 10

1, JIMS

*2.

JEFF?

4 .

^5, JIMi

6 ,

7 -

9 .

10 .

11 .

13.

13 . JEFFS

14.

"

15 .

^ 16 . JIMS

17.

"if?.

^

19 . JERRY?

20 .

<u ^ ir

2'2. JEFFS

2_/ *

We used to talk about this pine grove here quite a

lotj Pete and rae, Jeff,

I know, Jim, and I'^ra not forgettln* what good friends

you and my boy was butp..

Seems to me that Pete figured all along he was growing

this pine forest for his son, Bobby. Pete used to tell

me these pine trees growing up here oughta help Bobby

have easier sailing than he did, as far as schooling

and the like is concerned, I... well, I^m surprised

you didn't know that, Jeff, about Pete's plans for

Bobby and all, and how much he was counting on these

pines,

(VERY WEARY) I knew it, Jim. I knew it,.. I guess I

Just, . .\i?ell I kinds forgot. These are Bobby’s trees,

aren't they? I had no right to lay an axe to 'em,

(GENTLY) Jerry and I went through your north woods, Jeff,

tryin* to find you. There's some fine big timber in

those v/oods, Jeff.

Sure, Mr, Ramey. Some of it's ready for cutting right

now and it'd help out a lot more in the war than this

little stuff. ,

,

.

(WEARY) I guess I kinda went off the handle, Jim. When

I heard about Pete, though, I reckon I didn't realize

iirhat I was doin'. All I could think about was what they

did to my boy and somehow I came straight on here and . .

.

well,' this is all dadguramed spite, Jim, that’s what it is,,,

I gotta admit it., .

,
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1, JIM]

‘ 2,

3 .

4 .

^ 3 .

6*

7o

9-

10 .

* 11 .

12 .

13 .

14 .

15 .

. l6.

17 .

' IS.

. 19^

20 .

21 .

22 .

33 .

JEFF:

JEPJIY.!

JEFF;

JIM;

JEFF I

JIM I

JERRY;

JEFF;

JIM:

JEFF;

Shucks, I understand, Jeff«

My wife and we*ve still got little Bobby anyway,

ain't ;ire? And like you say, there ^ a chance Pete’s

all right, too. .

,

Sure there Is, Mr, Ramey, a swell chance oo,.

Maybe I can make this up to Bobby some way, cuttin'

his trees down« I’ll help him plant some more trees or

aomethingo That ^11 make it all right, won't it, Jim?

Sure it will, Jeff*. Now, what do you say^ Ready to come

back to the house with us? Bess Is there and it's about

time you got some grub under that belt of yours.

Sure, Jim, sure. » .I'd be obliged to you, Jim, If you’d

let me take your arm to lean on, klnda.

All right, Jeffo That’s it’ o»..e Jerry, you bring

the axe, will you?

Okay, Jim.

Io.,I reckon I’m Just an old fool, Jim, forgettln’

little Bobby that way and hackin’ down those young pines

of his. o ,

Forget it, Jeff., What you need is some hot food like

I saido . . ,

«

I’m not hungry, Jim, No, I ain’t hungry at all. The

matter with me is I’m tired, Jim, (FADE) awful tired«,.
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1, MUSICAL FINALE

* 2 ^ ANNOUNCER? Uncle Sam’s Forest Rangers comes to you each week

>- %

during the National Farm and Home Hour as a network

presentation with the cooperation of the Forest Service,

^5c
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