
Adding map metadata to 
Wikidata



What is 
Wikidata?

 Part of the WikiMedia Foundation

 Acts as a structural data repository for Wikipedia

 Uses graph database model, which allows for machine-

readable access and very advanced searches



Why use 
Wikidata?

 Publicity. As a platform, it’s used by a lot of people, 

giving it more visibility

 Functionaltiy. Advanced SPARQL queries let 

researchers get the most out of metadata

 Reduce duplicated effort. Creates a single source of 

truth that can populate Wikipedia, Wikimedia commons, 

Wikitravel, and other custom projects

 Reusable and extendible. It’s easy to re-use Wikidata

for new applications



Example of 
Wikidata-based 
project: Scholia

 https://tools.wmflabs.org/scholia

https://tools.wmflabs.org/scholia


Example of 
Wikidata-based 
project: Chronas

 https://chronas.org

https://chronas.org/


How to do it

 Part 1. Add image of map to Wikimedia Commons

 Part 2. Add the map to the London Historic Maps 

Collection gallery page

 Step 3. Create Wikidata item for map and add 

structured data as statements

 Step 4. Add description template to Wikimedia 

Commons image containing links to Wikidata

statements where appropriate.


