


REPORT FOR 1857

Tre Hakluyt Socicty, nn this Anniversary, has completed
the tenth year of its cxistence, during which time it is
hoped that it has not unworthily fulfilled the purpose for
which it was established.

It is with the deepest regret that the Council have to
record the loss which the Society, in common with the
whole literary world, has sustained by the deccase of the
Earl of Ellesmere. His Lordship was for seven years one
of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, and at all times took a
great interest in its labours. It is not here the place to
dwell on the virtues, talents, and amiable deportment which
characterized that excellent and greatly respected nobleman.
They are too well and extensively recognized to require
cxpression here. The Members of the Society are aware
that they have had the advantage not only of his influential
aid in advocating the intexests of the Society, but also of his
active labours in translating and editing one of the Society’s
most interesting publications. So great a loss will not be
casily replaced.

Besides this very serious loss, death has deprived the
Socicty, during the past twelvemonth, of four other Mem-
bers. Meanwhile there has been an accession of ten new
Members. There have been two voluntary withdrawals
from the Socicty during the same period, to counterbalance
which two Members, who had previously withdrawn, have
rcjoined it, paying up the arrears which had been allowed
to lapse.

The Balance Sheet at the foot of this Report, will show
that the funds of the Society are in a sound and wholesome
condition ; the balance there recorded being free from any
oulstanding accounts whatever, beyond that which s
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accruing on works now at press, and by far the greater part
of the expense there quoted for transcriptions and litho-
graphs being in anticipation of works now in course of pre-
paration. Meanwhile there is a considerable amount of
arrears to be called in, for which purpose a circular has
been recently issued.

As it is frequently the wish of new Subscribers to pur-
chase the entire set of the Society’s previous publications,
the Council has been desirous of meeting this wish with due
consideration to the maintenance of the value of their publi-
cations in the hands of old Subscribers. It is obvious that
each succeeding year, increasing, as it does, the sum to be
claimed, would make this calculation extremely difficult,
were it not, that at the same time it enhances the value of

*the works from their increasing scarceness, and thus pre-
sents an additional inducement to Subscribers to pay the sum
demanded, which, however just, might otherwise prove an
obstacle. The Council has therefore resolved, that a new
Member joining the Society in the present year, shall be
entitled to receive all the books issued and due up to the
close of 1856, for six guineas, which sum does not include
the subscription for the present year. This rule is dis-
tinctly understood to include the proviso, that the complete
set of the Society’s productions shall be taken by the Mem-
bers newly joining, to the preclusion of any sclection of
single volumes from the entire series.

Since the last General Meeting, the following volumes
have been delivered to Members :

TuE Vovace or Sir Hexry MIDDLETON TO BANTAM
AxD THE Marvco Istanps; being the sccond Voyage sct
forth by the Governor and Company of Merchants of Lon-
don trading into the East Indics. From the Edition of
1606. Annotated and Edited by Bolton Corney, Esq.

Russia AT THE cLoSE OF THE SIXTEENTI CENTURY,
comprising the Russe Commonwealth, by Dr. Giles Fletclier,
and Sir Jerome Horsey’s Travels, now first printed entire
from his MS. in the British Muscum. Edited, with an
introduction, by E. A. Bond, Esq., of the British Muscum.
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. The following works are in progress, of which, those in
italics, it is hoped, will shortly appear.
The Travels of Girolamo Benzoni, in America, in 1542-

66. To be translated and edited by Admiral W. H. Smyth,
K.S.F., D.C.L.

A Monograph on the Life and Voyages of Henry Hudson.
Edited by N. E. S. Hamilton, Esq., of the British Museum.
With an Introduction by George Asher, Esq., LL.D.

A Journal of Vasco da Gama’s Voyage to India by the
Cape of Good Hope. By one of his Companions. Trans-
lated from the reprint of the original MS., published at
Oporto in 1838. Translated from the Portuguese, and
Edited with other Documents, forming a Monograph on
De Gama, by Richard Garnett, Esq., of the British
Museum.

Tur First Vovage or THE DurcH To THE EAST
Inpies. Edited by George Asher, Esq., LL.D.

A Correcrion oF DOCUMENTS ON THE EARLY Dis-
covERIES oF AusTrALIA. To be Edited by R. H. Major,
Esq., of the British Museum.

Trr “CARTA QUINTA” OF FERNANDO CorTEs, de-
scribing his expedition into Honduras, now first translated
into English, and Edited by W. R. Steet, Esq.

Other works promised by Editors are :—

A TRansLATION FROM THE GERMAN oF RosMiTAL’s
TRAVELS THROUGH GrrRMANY, ENGLAND, FRANCE, SrAIN,
Porrucar, axp ITary, 1x 1465, &c., containing Notices
of the Events, Manners, and Customs of the Time. Edited
by Charles Cannon Esq., of the British Museum.

A CorrecrioN oF Earry Documexts, to form a Sup-
plement to the © Narrative of Voyages towards the North
West.” By 1. Rundall, Esq.

Soratan. The History of Eastern Ethiopia, by J. dos
Santos, 1607. To be translated and edited, with notes, by
W. Desborough Cooley, Esq.
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Besides the decease of Lord Ellesmere, the following five
members retire from the Council :
W. D. Coorey, Esa.
His Excerrency THE Count DE LavkapIo.
Sir Groree T. Staunton, Br.
W. Stirring, Esa., of Keir,
Tas Rev. W. Wasewsrr, D.D.
Of this number—
His Excerrency TaE Count DE LAvRADIO,
Tae Rev. W. WreweLt, D.D.
Are recommended for re-election, and the following arc
proposed for election, viz. :
Tar Marquis oF LANSDOWNE
JouNn Bruck, Esa.
Tre Lorp ArLrrEp CHURCHILL
Iifn‘b”r?i:(}iﬁ“; Cuarres Ricmarp Fox.

Statement of the Accounts of the Society for the years 1856-7.

8 s d £ s d

Balance at last Audit: My, Richards for Printing and
At Bankers'........ 14416 8 Binding ..veeevrnvecines vees 18E1E 6
In Petty Cash...... 414 0 | Mr.J. E. Richard for Pa.per cees 2L 6
Received by Bankers during the Translations ..oveviveeiaaaes 017 0
FEAY teveevsoornansnaenianons 810 15 0 | Transeriptions ........ 8L 1511
Tndex .oevvvecenarocnrancenn 4 0 0
Engravings and Lxchogmphs 3110 0
Advertisements ......oiivieiin 512 0

Expenses of Inquiry at Antwerp
for Manuscripts of Nuyts .... 017
Gratuity to Agent’s Foreman. . 500

Stationery, Parcels, Postages, and
Sundries .cioeneervrieseaiees 411 6

Present Balance

At Bankers'........ £160 2 11

In Petty Cash...... 610 2
16613 1
£460 6 0 £100 6 0

Examined and approved,

EDWIN NORRIS.
WILLIAM Y. FLETCHER.
March 13th, 1857,
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TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION.

Giroramo BENzoNI was born at Milan about the
year 1519, and, as we learn from himself, started out
upon adventure in the New World at the age of
twenty-two. After fourteen years of toil and travail
in those parts, he returned home; and in 1565 pub-
lished his “ Histor1a pEL Moxpo Nuovo” at Venice,
dedicating it to Pope Pius IV. This was a quarto
volume ; but the book was reprinted seven years
afterwards in a small octavo form, and this is the one
used in the following translation. It must have had
what is styled a “ fair run,” since it passed through
several editions, and was translated into Latin,
French, German, and Flemish,—besides the free use
which was made of it by the De Brys, and others.
But Jansen was wrong in stating that it was also ren-
dered into English; for Purchas (vol. iv, page 1448,
edition 1625), instead of a translation of the book,
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gives little more than six pages, which (as Chapter
x11) he entitles— Briefe extracts translated out of
Jerom Benzos.”

The Spaniards of those days do not seem to have
patronized the book very warmly, nor do they appear
to have rendered it into their language, although it
bears so much and so-accurately on their proceedings.
Yet it has been noticed by them: in the epitome of
Leon Pinelo’s Bibliotheca, after the various editions
of Geronimo Bencono are enumerated, it is added
somewhat pithily—* Autor poco afecto & los Espa-
fioles.” But the French (imprimée par Eustace Vignon,
1579) and Latin (Urbani Calvetonis Operd) editions
were widely and eagerly read. Both of these have
now become very rare : indeed, from the latter, more
has been quoted in Catholic countries than from the
Italian version itself; and Hieronymus Barzoni was
more familiar with some of his own countrymen, than
Girolamo Benzoni.

The narrative of this persevering adventurer, though
ill-written, carries internal evidence of strict veracity
in all those scenes in which he was personally en-
gaged; gnd, indeed, throughout the general details.
It therefore forms a material link in the chain of
American history, as conveying an adequate view of
the doings of the early settlers, and the consequent
state of things in the New World. Moreover, the
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Italian’s evidence respecting the famous and unfor-
tunate province of Cuman4 is peculiarly valuable, as
conveying a deep insight into the social condition of
the Indian and Spanish communities on that deso-
lated coast, at the most crucial period of its existence.
It may be mentioned that, in an unworthy attempt
to gloze over the cruelties of the Spaniards, Thevet
professes an unbelief of the atrocities related by
Benzoni; but he produces no foundation for his
scepticism. On the contrary, both Morfgia and Pic-
cinelli, his countrymen, refer to him as possessed of a
clear intellect and tenacious memory.

In looking over the contemporaneous and other
writers on the New World, the translator begs to
mention his obligations to Sir Thomas Phillipps, Bart.,
of Middle Hill, in Worcestershire, whose magnificent
collection of manuscripts—including the precious
documents of poor Lord Kingsborough—was most
kindly and unreservedly submitted to his inspection.
Besides the writings of Valverde, Mendoza, Gonzales,
Oviedo, Montolinia, Ocariz, and other Spaniards of
those adventurous days, together with various rude
but expressive drawings, Sir Thomas shewed his
beautiful old Atlas, the property of Nicholas Vallard,
of Dieppe, in 1547, but apparently compiled in 1539 ;
the maps are elaborately illustrated with finely-
finished representations of natives, animals, trees,

¢
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arms, and costumes. This splendid book, which for-
merly belonged to the noted Prince Talleyrand, is an
authority for the geographical knowledge of the times
herein treated of; and, on the whole, it represents
those regions pretty fairly for the epoch.

From the irregularity and lame orthography of
Benzoni’s narrative, the general reader may some-
times find himself at a loss to know where he is; a
geographical list of places, in alphabetical arrange-
ment, is theréfore subjoined.
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TO THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS AND WORTHY

Senator, Scipio Simoneta, my most
revered master.

WISE writers, illustrious sir, usually commence by praising
the predecessors of amy one of refined and generous mind to
whom they intend to present their labours, and then extol
their patron himself as much as possible. But it is not re-
quisite for me to do the former, seeing that your predecessors,
most illustrious sir, have always been so ezalted, that they
must ever remain distinguished and famous. Much less need
I do the latter, since I should then only waste words in en-
deavouring to enumerate your infinite virtues and rare good
qualities ; which would rather require some tuneful Mantuan
bard or elogquent Cicero; and even these could only end by
saying, that virtue itself, illustrious sir, harbours in your
bosom, and that there.gentleness and courtesy undoubtedly
have their abode. By them invited, and forced indeed by
the affection I bear you, to you I comsecrate this humble
result of my labours. Feeling sure that you will not re-
gard the smallness of the gift, but only my poor powers,
since, not having anything more suited to the prudence and
gravity of your Wlustrious Lordship, I bestow with @ willing
heart oll that I have to give : with great reverence

I remain,

Your dlustrious Lordship’s affectionate servant,

G1iroraM0 BENZONI.






HISTORY OF THE NEW WORLD.

BY

GIROLAMO BENZONI,

A MILANESE.

BOOK 1.

WaeN I was a youth of twenty-two years of age, being, like
many others, anxious to see the world, and hearing of those
countries of the Indians, recently found, called by everybody
the New World, I determined to go there. In the year 1541
therefore I started from Milan, in the name of God, the sus-
tainer and governor of all the universe, going by land to Me-
dina del Campo, where the people carry on great traffic dur-
ing their fairs, receiving merchandize fromall Spain. Thence
I went to Seville, and thence by the river Guadalquivir to
San Lucar de Barameda, this being the port generally fre-
quented by all the ships going to or coming from India.
Having found a ship about to sail, laden with goods for the
island of the Great Canary, I embarked, being unable to find
a more direct route for the journey I desired to make, for I
had been informed that in those islands of the Canaries,
which are seven in number, there are constantly ships going
loaded to the Indies, with wine, flour, apples, cheese, and
other things requisite for those countries. I thus obtained
a passage there; and arriving in two months, I learnt that a

caravcl in the island of Palma was loading wine to go to the
1
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Indies, wherefore I started immediately in a brig, reached it
in two days, and in a short time the ship was got ready, and
we set sail. Having sailed for fourteen days with a prosper-
ous wind, we saw a great quantity of sea birds, from which,
much to our joy, we judged that we were mncar land, and
often in the night certain fishes of about a palm in length
flew on board, which had what were almost the same as
wings like those of birds. Already the skilful pilot had
begun to take the sun’s altitude, which altitude is taken at
noon, in the open day, but at night observations were taken
by the north [star] which we then had already very low ; and
after two days sailing in this way, on a Sunday morning at
about sun-rise we saw land. The captain of the ship told me
that this was the first island that the invincible Christopher
Columbus saw in his second voyage, when he departed from
Spain to go to the Spanish island:! and after having sailed
with his caravels some twenty-four or twenty-five days
since he left the Canary islands, without ever seeing land,
though very desirous of seeing it, when he did discover it he
named it /¢ Deseada.

There are many islands, but the largest is called by the
Spaniards Guadalupe. They are mostly inhabited, and full of
Indian Caribbees, who eat each other, or rather I should say,
eat their enemies. We descried a boat of Indian fishermen,
who on seeing us, made their escape; we continued our voyage,
inclining towards the left, in the direction of the equinoctial
line, where, in the course of eight days, we saw some other
islands. Thus we reached Cubagua, where I met with the
governor, Geronymo de Ortal. At his urgent request I re-
mained with him, for he offered me many inducements,
as such governors usually do; telling me that he wished
shortly to get ready, with a large number of Spaniards, to

* Isola Spagnuola, contracted into Hispamiola; but Benzoni is very
careless in his orthography, and therefore his names of places are given
in Italics. (Trans.)
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go to his government, called by the natives Nowtal (now
called by the Spaniards e Dorado, which means a country
of great riches), and that soon we should all become very
rich. And thus, on the strength of these vain promises,
and others still greater that he made me, I remained ; being
equally as desirous to see men and countries, as to become
rich.

Not long after I had reached Cubagua there arrived Pedro
de Herrera, governor of the island of Margarita, with two
brigs, accompanied by thirty Spaniards, intending to go
to Terra Firma to get some slaves; so one morning shortly
after, we started two hours after daylight, taking with us
Geronymo de Ortal, and at night we entered the river of
Cumand ; for a Spanish fortress had been built there of wood,
to protect the boats that came from Cubagua to this river for
water. There had been one previously erected of earth by
Jacob Castiglione, on this spot, when the pearl fishery flou-
rished ; but it happened soon after, that, owing to unusual
rains, the river rose so as to inundate more than two miles of
country, in consequence of which the fortress was destroyed.
There were still four or five hovels made of reeds, where
Captain Diego Docampo erected the town of Toledo (as we
should say), and already the Spaniards had almost destroyed
this country ; for out of the great multitudes of Indians that
there used to be, there only remained a few petty chiefs,
whom the Spaniards had spared for their own wants, Others
had retired to some uninhabited places, only to escape from
the domination of the Christians.

Whilst we remained at Cuwmand there came an Indian
woman, wife of one of the principal chiefs of the province,
with a basket-full of fruit, such a woman as I have never
before nor since seen the like of ; so that my eyes could not
be satisfied with looking at her for wonder. On her arrival
she entered the Governor Pedro Herrera’s house, and having
placed the basket of fruit.before him, without speaking a
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word, she seated herself on a bench ;' her appearance was
like the following :

l“‘”’

i l]l ﬂ|""""| m | '}'1“;"!1

She was quite naked, except where modesty forbids, such
being the custom throughout all this country ; she was old,
and painted black, with long hair down to her waist; and
her ear-rings had so weighed her ears down, as to make them
reach her shoulders, a thing wonderful to see ; she had them
split down the middle and filled with rings of a certain
carved wood, very light, which wood, in their language, is
called Cacoma. Her nails were immoderately long, her teeth
were black, her mouth large, and she had a ring in her
nostrils, called by them Caricors ; so that she appeared like
a monster to us, rather than a human being.

After two days we left Cwmand ; and coasting along
towards the east, by the gulf of Paria, we landed very fre-

1 Benzoni’s expression is sopra una banca, and his view represents the
lady seated on a bank of earth. But “ banca” is also a bench, and
De Bry figures her as sitting on a regular bench. The discrepancy is
more in manner than in matter. (Z%ans.)
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quently to give the friendly petty chiefs some Spanish wine,
or a shirt, or a knife from the governor, and thus induced
them to send some of their vassals, or subjects, to shew us
places up the country, where we might capture some Indians
who were bitter enemies to them, because they were friends
and confederates of the Christians. The governor thus remain-
ing with only eight Spaniards at Cariaco, all the rest of us
started, guided by friendly people, who carried our provisions,
and we walked inland about a hundred miles, passing valleys,.
mountains, rivers, woods, and other places where the guides
conducted us, going through holes and over precipices that
even wolves would have feared, often walking more by night
than by day; and in this way we captured upwards of two
hundred and forty slaves, including males and females, small
and large. The captain, fearing lest the provisions should
fail (although we took some from the Indian houses), turned
back ; and on the journey one morning about dawn we
saw two fires, one on a hill and the other in a plain, and
having divided our party in two, so as to pass on the one
side and on the other, we commenced our march. Those
bound for the plain arrived first, and finding there only an
old woman and her daughter with her baby all asleep, imme-
diately seized them ; but on awaking they uftered such
shrieks, that those on the hill heard them, and raised so
great a moise, that our few people before they arrived,
alarmed by the numbers, turned back, in order to join us
where we were. Our enemies ran to the passes which we
were to reach, but daylight coming on, and seeing us many
more than they had expected, and armed, they retired ; not
desisting, however, from annoying us with their darts, and
calling after us thieves, dogs, traitors, assassins ; and T be-
lieve, that had it not been for our friends, who put them to
flight, we should have suffered injury and ruin. Thus we
passed on without loss, leaving the old woman whom we had
captured, because she could not walk, and in two days we
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arrived where the governor was. We rested during a few
days, then proceeded about eighty miles along the coast, in
boats used in that country and called pirague ; they are
made out of one tree, and the largest will contain about fifty

persons.

Mode of Navigating in the Northorn Sea.

All along that coast, the Indians come down from the
hills to the shore to fish ; therefore we used to land and hide
ourselves in places where we could not be seen. We used
often to wait all day expecting to make prisoncrs, and on
the Indians arriving, we jumped out like wolves attacking
so many lambs, and made them slaves. In this way we
caught upwards of fifty, the greater part women with their
little children. Finally, we went so often from onc place to
the other, that we were discovered by our enemies, who
were fishing ; and they immediately betaking themsclves to
hollaing, gave notice to the rest of our being there, so that
they all ran away from the beach, and we on shore could
only get hold of some fish dried by a slow firc upon gratings
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made of reeds, and cavallete! dried in the sun, which these
people string in rows for the convenience of carrying home.
The captain then, seeing that he could no longer hope to
capture men, turned back, and conducted us to the house of
a poor chief, a friend of the Spaniards, and giving him a jug
of wine, a shirt, and some knives, with civil words entreated
him to lead himgto a place where slaves could be got; the
chief did not like the Spaniards to go with him, but went off
one day with a party of his men, and returned the following
day, bringing sixteen Indians, with their hands tied behind
their backs. These he gave to our captain, who thanked
him very much, and promised another time to bring him
more gifts and more beautiful things.

Thus we returned to Cariaco ; the next day we reached
Cumand, and the governor sent the slaves off to Cubagua,
giving leave to the friends who had accompanied him to
return to their own homes. But they were attacked on the
journey by their enemies, who killed four of them ; the rest
returned to Cumand to complain to the governor, and begged
that he would send some armed Christians with them, to
punish their common enemy. The governor expressed great
grief for what they had suffered, but said he could not do so
then, as he was required for a greater enterprise in another
direction ; yet gave his word that he would not fail on a
future occasion to punish their enemies as they deserved.
These people therefore went away very discontented, cursing
the Christians and their rapine, the cause of their ruin.

The governor shortly after left Cumand with all his com-
pany, and coasting westward, went to Amaracapanna ; this
was a town of about forty houses, and four hundred Span-
jards resided there constantly, who annually elected a cap-
tain. He, accompanied by about half his soldiers, went

1 This must be the genus gryllus, the devastating locust, which we
have scen used for food in Barbary., They are gathered by the Arabs in
-great abundance, dried, and kept as a winter provision, (Zrans.)
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scouring through several provinces of that country, and took
with them many friends who resided in the vicinity of the
gulf. While we remained in this place, Captain Pedro de
Calice arrived with upwards of four thousand slaves; and
he had captured many more, but from want of provisions,
from labour and fatigue, as well as from grief at leaving their
country, their fathers, their mothers, or their children, they
had died on their journey. And when some of them could
not walk, the Spaniards, to prevent their remaining behind to
make war, killed them by burying their swords in their sides
or their breasts. It was really a most distressing thing to
see the way in which these wretched creatures, naked, tired,
and lame, were treated ; exhausted with hunger, sick, and
despairing. The unfortunate mothers, with two and three
children on their shoulders or clinging round their necks,
overwhelmed with tears and grief, all tied with cords or with
iron chains round their necks or their arms, or their hands.
Nor was there a girl but had been violated by the depre-
dators ; wherefore, from too much indulgence, many Span-
iards entirely lost their health. This captain had gone seven
hundred miles inland into that country, which, when the
Spaniards first went there, was full of people, but when I
reached it the country was nearly depopulated.

The Spaniards, who fight on horseback with the Indians
in those provinces, carry a doublet well lined with cotton-
wool, and are armed with a lance and sword ; while those
who go on foot carry a small round shield, a sword, a cross-
bow, and a lighter doublet than the horsemen ; but they do
not carry an arquebuss, nor chain armour, nor cuirass, not
only because of the great humidity produced by the uncul-
tivated ground, but also because they have often to sleep out
in the open country, and the very abundant dew would soon
spoil them. Tt seems to me, that the greater part of the
country around the gulf of Paria towards the south, is the
most pleasing, beautiful, and fruitful of any that I have scen
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in any part of the Indies; possessing, as it does, a very ex-
tensive and fertile plain, where flowers may be always seen,
though some of them smell disagreeably. The trees also are
always in leaf as if it were one continual spring, though they
are not all fruitbearing or good; in some parts, however,
there is great abundance of the medicinal cassia (quassia).
This province is generally hot and damp, producing a great
many mosquitoes, very annoying to the inhabitants in the
night ; and there are swarms of locusts, that do great injury
to the seeds.

The married women modestly wear a cloth, called pampa-
nila, around their waist, the girls wear only a cord ; for the
same purpose the men used to wear a case of gold orna-
mented with pearls, but having been obliged to cede these to
the Spaniards, they now substitute a peculiar calabash. The
chiefs appropriate to themselves as many wives as they choose,
though only one is legitimate, and she commands all the
others; in the lower ranks they select three or four, and as
those grow old, they are repudiated to make way for younger
ones; they are all first submitted—a sverginarle—to the
priests, thence by them called piacchi. The principal food,
not only around the gulf of Paria,but also in all other parts
of this country, is fish. They make wine of maize, which is
their corn, and of various fruits and roots. They also eat
human flesh, and pediculi, as monkeys do, spiders, worms,
and other dirty things (altre sporcitie). They make a cer-
tain mixture, to preserve the teeth, with oyster shells, of the

sort that produce pearls, burning them with the leaves of
" the lazi,! and then adding a little water, so that the mixture

1 Being in doubt about this laxt, we applied to our excellent friend
Robert Brown, the amiable and veteran botanist, for aid. He replied:
—*“You consider the Laxi to be a tree, which it may very likely be, but
as far as regards the passage in question, it is simply foglie del laxi.
Whatever it may be, I am sorry to say I can give you no information.
I have looked into Sloane’s History of Jamaica, without finding any

plant approaching in sound, or employed for any similar purpose. You
2
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looks like the whitest lime ; and this they spread over the
teeth, which become as black as charcoal ; but they are thus
preserved for good, without pain. It is their custom to
pierce the nostrils, the lips, and the ears. They stain their
bodies with the juice of herbs, and other red and black
colours: indeed, the uglier they become, the handsomer
they think themselves to be. The beds of the principal
chiefs consist of a coverlid, longer than it is broad, like a
sheet ; the common people make it like a net, but all arc of
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Mode of sleeping in the‘ Gulf of Paria, and in many other places.

cotton ; these they fasten on two upright stanchions, and
thus suspended in the air, sleep thereon. Those who sleep
in the open country, not to suffer from the cold in the
night, keep up a fire continually on each side of the bed ;
and this is the usual way of sleeping in all these provinces,
bave, I think, little cause of regret for being unable to say what the

plant is, the remedy being worse than the disease.” In the Bast Indics

the mouth is reddened by the use of the areka nut, betel leaf, and
chunam. (7%ans.)
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N

even to the confines of Nombre de Dios, as well as in many.”
of the islands in the Northern Sea.

The principal arms they carry are bows with poisoned
arrows, which they make of two sorts, that is to say, either
of palm wood or of slender reeds that grow by the sides of
the rivers ; and instead of iron at the point they tie hard fish
scales or pieces of flint, anointing them with a black bitu-
men, which is a pure venom, made from roots, herbs, ants,
apples, and some other beastly mixtures of theirs ; and then
moistened with a snake’s blood by old women, who boil it
with great trouble and diligence till it is brought to perfec-
tion, and, owing to the injurious vapour that rises from it,
most of these women die in consequence. When the fluid
is fresh, the man’s body that is wounded with it swells, and
he is so injured that in a short time he dies mad. But if the
poison has been prepared a long time, it loses great part of
its strength and of its deadly virus, so that the wounded man
may be cured by a red-hot iron with which his wound is
seared, and thus the man does not die. I have known seve-
ral Spaniards who have thus been cured.!

All the slaves that the Spaniards catch in these provinces
are sent to Cubagua, because the king’s officers are in that
island, who collect the royal revenues, consisting of pearls,
gold, slaves and other articles; for a fifth of every thing is
paid, that is, twenty per cent. The slaves are all marked in
the face and on the arms by a hot iron with the mark of C;
then the governors and captains do as they like with them ;
some are given to the soldiers, so that the Spaniards after-
wards sell them, or gamble them away among each other.
When ships arrive from Spain, they barter these Indians for
wine, flour, biscuit, and other requisite things. And even

! Whether from its obvious vesicating property or mot, it is certain
that cauterization has always obtained among people where medical
science is unknown. Among the tibeehs of Barbary, hot irons form their
only surgical tools. (Z'rans.)
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when some of the Indian women are pregnant by these
same Spaniards, they sell them without any conscience.
Then the merchants carry them elsewhere and sell them
again. Others are sent to the island of Spagnuola, filling
with them some large vessels built like caravels. They
carry them under the deck,and being nearly all people cap-
tured inland, they suffer severely the sea horrors, and not
being allowed to move out of those sinks, what with their sick-
ness and their other wants, they have to stand in the filth like
animals ; and the sea often being calm, water and other pro-
visions fail them, so that the poor wretches, oppressed by the
heat, the stench, the thirst, and the crowding, miserably cx-
pire there below.! Now all that country around the Gulf of
Paria and other places are no longer inhabited by the
Spaniards, because there are no more pearls nor gold, and
the pearl fishery is at an end; so that having no other
subsidy but that of slaves, and few of them, and the cm-
peror having restored the natives to liberty, the Spaniards
have retired to other countries.

Returning then to Amaracapanna, a few days after our
arrival, there came an order from the Royal Court of San
Domingo, that Governor Geronymo de Ortal, for a certain
crime that he had committed, should be seized, and with a
good guard be sent safely to the ZIsla Spagnola ; and thus he
failed in his promise of a journey and of making me rich.
Also, from having changed my country and my food, as well
as from the great heat and bad sleeping, and having imbibed
much humidity from the earth, I fell sick, and had it not
been for one Anthony de’ Castigliani, a noble French priest,
who, for his integrity and liberality, as well as for his

! Had Benzoni been an accredited disciple of the worthy Las Casas,
he could not have shewn up the horrible conduct of the Spanish mis-
creants in a more revolting view, than through the whole narrative of

his adventures on the Pearl Coast. The letter C, with which the

wretched slaves were branded, was doubtless the initial of Oharles V.
(Trans.)
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very handsome person, was beloved, honoured, and re-
vered by every body, I should indeed have fared very
badly ; but he made me embark at Amaracapannae, and sent
me to the island of Margherita to await his arrival, as he
there kept the greater part of his slaves and his sced-lands.
There he treated me with as much kindness as if I had been
his most beloved son, and thus he kept me in his house for
about six months, till I recovered my health ; and on coming
away, he parted with me in a most friendly manner, pro-
viding me abundantly with every thing requisite for my
voyage. I thus embarked in a caravel laden with slaves,
and coasting along the shores of Cape la Vela, and then
crossing the sea with great labour on account of the calms,
we reached the island of Borichi, which by the Spaniards
is called San Juan; and on account of the abundance of
gold and silver found there, they term it San Juan de
Porto-rico (the rich port). When first the Spaniards went
to conquer this island, the Indians thought, and held for
certain, that they were immortal, and one of the principal
chiefs in the island determined to make the trial ; he there-
fore ordered his people to seize a Spaniard who was lodging
in his house, and carry him to the river, then hold him so
long under water that if he was mortal he should be drowned.
Having thus drowned him, they carried him on their shoul-
ders to their master, who seeing that he was dead, con-
sidered that all the others must be mortal also, and on
account of the ill-treatment received from them, he con-
certed a revolt with other chiefs. They rose against the
Spaniards, killing about one hundred and fifty of those who
were dispersed about the island seeking gold ; and had not
Diego Salazar arrived with reinforcements, the whole of
them would have been cut to pieces.

Having rested ourselves for a few days in this island, we
again departed for the Jsla Espafiola, soon reached it, and
entered the town of San Domingo. This was the first town
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that the Spaniards built in these countries. Now, respect-
ing the finding these Indians, there were various and dif-
ferent opinions among the writers as to who was the first to
discover these unknown regions. In the first place, Fran-
cisco Lopez de Gomera, a Spaniard, in the second part of
his general history of the Indies, speaks in this way:—
“ One Peota,! navigating in our seas with an easterly wind,
suffered a violent storm, by which he was obliged to scud
wherever it blew him, and he was led to unknown countries
which are not found laid down in the charts. Returning to
Spain some time afterwards, with only three or four of his
sailors, he fell ill in port and died, in consequence of the
sufferings, the hunger, and the thirst that he had undergone
in this extraordinary voyage ; nor did he leave any name or
memory of himself or of his country ; whoever was to blame
for this, it cannot be assigned to him, but to envy (it is
thought) or ill luck. Some have said that he was an Anda-
lusian, and that he traded with the Canary Islands and with
Madeira, when he encountered this long and mortal naviga-
tion. Others again say that he was a Biscayan, and that he
was in the habit of going backwards and forwards between
England and France. Some hold him to have been a Portu-
guese, who traded with India of the Mirta :* which is a good
deal confirmed by the names that those new lands acquired,
and still keep. Others are of opinion, that the caravel went
to Portugal, to Madeira, and to other islands in the Azores.
But no one affirms anything for certain ; they only agree as
to his having died in the house of Christopher Columbus,

* Is un Peote a corruption of un piloto ?  The opinion is supported
by Gomara’s work above quoted. ©Peota” occurs in both the Italian
cditions. (Zrans.)

? In Chauveton’s Latin translation this - ambiguous expression is
thus rendered, “qui tam ad Minam (ut vocant), vel in Indiam
navigaret,” the allusion doubtless being to St. George del Mina on

t!lehfold Coast. By reference to Gomara we find that Chauveton is
right.
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and that his writings remained there, with the bearing,'
and latitude of the newly discovered land. Many insist that
Columbus was already a sailor, and that for many years he
used to go to Soria (Syria) and other parts of the Levant; that
he then became a maker of charts for navigating, and thus
went to Portugal to collect information respecting the south
of Africa and the other Portuguese nagivations, to increase
the sale of his charts ; and finally he married in that kingdom.
Some have been of opinion that he was in Madeira when the
said caravel arrived, and that the master of it lodged in his
house, where he related his voyage to him and the new
countries that he had seen, so that he might insert them in
his charts under the name of Peota? as the sale and export
of these was great. That there he died, leaving him the
drawings and all the description he could give of the new
countries, and thus it is affirmed that Columbus obtained
information of the Indies.” The author adds, moreover,
that Columbus knew the Latin language well, and was a
cosmographer ; that he was anxious to seek out the An-
tipodes, and the rich Cipango of Marco Polo, because he had
read in Plato’s T¥meus an argument respecting the great
island of Atlantis, and of a hidden land larger than Asia and
Africa. While Aristotle, in his book on the wonders of the
world, writing to Theophrastus, relates how some Cartha-
ginian merchants, navigating to the west and the south out-
side the Strait of Gibraltar, after many days found a large
inhabited island, very fertile and possessed of navigable
rivers. And the author after affirms, that if Columbus had

1 ¢« J1 segno and l'altema” are best rendered bearing and latitude; but
nautical science was very inaccurate in Benzoni’s day. (Zrans.)

3 Again this name is erroneously given. The passage quoted by
Benzoni from Gomara states, that ¢ the pilot lodged in the house of
Columbus, and gave him an account of his voyage and of the new lands
which he had seen, in order that he might lay them down on a marine
chart which Columbus had bought of him.” Gomara distinctly says that
the pilot’s name was not known.
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known where the Indies were, he might, long before he
went to Spain to ask for help and for favour, have united
himself with the Genoese, who travelled all over the world,
and have effected this great enterprise ; but that he did not
ever think of any such thing until the said Peota had in-
formed him of it. These things have bcen contradicted,
almost as fabulous words and not worthy of faith; and Don
Pietro Martire, a Milanese, says in a treatise of his, that
Christopher Columbus went to the lordship of Genoa and
narrated the cause of his being induced to seek those coun-
tries, saying that navigating many times outside the Strait of
Gibraltar towards Portugal, he had observed very diligently
that, during certain seasons of the year, the west winds blew
many days very equally, and knowing they could not come but
from land, that generated them beyond the sea, his thoughts
became so fixed on this subject that he thought he would
like to try this voyage. Being forty years old, he proposed
to the Lordship of Genoa, that if they would fit out some
vessels for him, he would undertake to go outside the
Strait of Gibraltar, and navigate so far to the west that he
would circumnavigate “the earth of the world,” arriving
where the spices grow. This voyage appeared to cvery
body a strange thing, as well it might to people who had
never thought of it, and yet reputed themselves as knowing
the whole art of navigation. Therefore everybody regarded
it as a dream and a fabulous thing ; although some authors
had written in ancient times of a large island many miles
distant from the Strait of Gibraltar. This was supposed to
be the cause that induced Columbus to go and seek the
Indies; but we may believe that Gomara would set him-
self to confute the truth with many inventions, and that he
had a wish to diminish the immortal fame of Christopher
Columbus; as there were many who could not endurc
that a foreigner and an Italian should have acquired
so much honour and so much glory, mnot only for the
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Spanish kingdom, but also for the other nations of the
world.!

It will not be out of place to relate what I heard happened
in Spain to Columbus, after he had discovered the Indies;
although it had been done in ancient times in other ways,
but was new then. Columbus being at a party with many
noble Spaniards, where, as was customary, the subject of
conversation was the Indies: one of them undertook to say :
—“ Mr. Christopher, even if you had not found the Indies,
we should not have been devoid of a man who would have
attempted the same that you did, here in our own country
of Spain, as it is full of great men clever in cosmography
and literature.” Columbus said nothing in answer to these
words, but having desired an egg to be brought to him, he
placed it on the table saying: “ Gentlemen, I will lay a
wager with any of you, that you will not make this egg
stand up as I will, naked and without anything at all.”
They all tried, and no one succeeded in making it stand up.
When the egg came round to the hands of Columbus, by
beating it down on the table he fixed it, having thus crushed
a little of one end ; wherefore all remained confused, under-
standing what he would have said: that after the deed is
done, everybody knows how to do it; that they ought first
to have sought for the Indies, and not laugh at him who had
sought for it first, while they for some time had been laugh-
ing, and wondered at it as an impossibility.

Now let us return to our first subject, of the searching
for, and the discovery of the Indies. Columbus seeing that
the Genoese would not help him in so worthy an enter-
prize, he determined to go to the West, considering that
there were some very rich and very powerful princes, in the

1 It was admitted by Don Fernando, the son of Columbus, that his
father having married Donna Felipa Mofiiz, he had access to his father-
in-law’s papers, he—DPerestrello, 2 seafaring man—being dead: but they
appear to ‘nave related to the Azores only. (Zrans.)

3
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hope that some one of them would give him every requisite
to find the country by him so much wished for. Thus he
went to Portugal, and sent his brother, Bartholomew, to
Henry VII, king of England, to ask him for ships and
favour to find the Indies, promising him that in a short
time he would bring him very great treasures from thosc
unknown parts. But he had to return without any con-
clusion, so that he betook himself to treat with king Al-
phonzo V. of Portugal, supplicating his highuness to be
willing to grant him some ships with provisions, and he
would oblige himself to go westward to seek for some abun-
dant countries, rich in gold, and in various other precious
articles of value. But if Columbus was held as fabulous
by the Genoese, he was thought ludicrous by the English,
—da gl Inglesi risibile,—and by the Portuguese he was
mocked as a dreamer ; for there being men in Portugal who
professed to know everything connected with cosmography,
they, with haughty and proud talk, asserted to the king that
this man was quite bewildered, and that he should on no
account give credence to the words of Columbus. They
asserted that in no way could there be in the west any of the
_things he said, neither gold nor riches, and that the country,
from its extreme heat, was uninhabitable ; insomuch that
any one passing under the equinoctial line would be burnt
up by the sun, from its having more power there than in
any other part of the sphere, in consequence of its being
constantly between the two tropics, Cancer and Capricorn.!

Columbus thus seeing that in Portugal every one laughed
and scoffed at his words, deemed it useless to remain ; so he
went to Castile, to the court of the King Don Fernando and

1 Benzoni does not seem to have been aware that the king of Portugal,
by a disgraceful breach of faith, resolved to execute Columbus’s schemes
without the knowledge of their author, and actually made an attempt,
such as it was. In England, Bartholomew Columbus had been well ro-
ceived, but his negociations were broken off by the concessions of the
Court of Spain to Christopher. (Z7rans.)
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the Queen Donna Isabella, and submitted the same project
that he had proposed to every body else, in the best way
that he could ; giving the most efficacious reasons, together
with the best authorities, examples, and information. It
seemed that he was still on those principles derided almost
as if he promised impossibilities. Yet, after consuming
several years at court, and always remaining constant in his
assertions and persevering in his reasons, strengthening the
hopes with very rational examples, at the intercession of
some grandees of Spain, he obtained time and opportunity
to speak familiarly with the Queen Donna Isabella; and so
well did he persuade her with his good and very strong
arguments, that he induced her to believe his assertions so
far as to promise to speak to the king, and make every endea-
vour that he should be enabled to go and perform this enter-
prise. Wherefore in a short time, first by the divine grace,
and then through the intercession of the magnanimous
queen, the king, Don Fernando, armed a ship and two
caravels for Christopher Columbus. Thus, in company with
his brother Bartholomew, in the beginning of August 1492,
he sailed from Cadiz, and touched at the G'omera ; which is
one of the seven islands of the Canaries, and there he re-
mained some days, taking in water and other necessaries.
He then sailed, following his western voyage, and having
navigated several days without seeing land, the soldiers
began to murmur against Columbus; but he guieted them
and sailed on during thirty-five days, still without seeing
any signs of land, whereupon they began to use menaces
and to give him bad language, calling him a Genoese im-
postor and trickster, who did not know where he wanted to
arrive or to go, and that he was leading them to death.
Here Columbus as much as possible urged his reasons, and
begged and supplicated them to have patience, for in a short
time, with the help of God, he hoped to sce a new land.
Thus quicted they navigated for some days more, but not
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seeing land, they betook themselves again to murmur, tell-
ing him that he must turn back or they would throw him
overboard ; affirming that if they sailed on any farther their
provisions would fail, especially their water, as they would
still require some for their return to Spain. Finally the
dispute was reduced to these conditions, that if in three
days they did not discover land he would turn back, shew-
ing them, that by only putting themselves on allowance,
not only would there be sufficient provisions to return to
Spain, but also to go farther on. And thus happily con-
tinuing their course, the next day he ordered the sails to be
lowered, and it was believed that when Columbus uttered
these words he felt near land, that he knew it by the atmo-
sphere and the clouds, which are observed on'the horizon at
sunset ; or, indeed, through some inspiration of his uncon-
querable soul. And, in fact, the next everﬁng a sailor,
named La Leppe, having gone aloft, began to cry out with a
loud voice, “ I see fire;” and immediately a youth added,
¢ It is not long since Mr. Columbus told me the same thing.”
The sailor, much delighted and pleased, thought that, on
his return to Spain, there was no doubt but he should re-
ceive from his majesty the king some remuneration ; but not
receiving any reward or favour, he went over to Barbary in
such an ill humour, that he became a renegade from the
faith. Now, how great the pleasure of each man was at
having discovered the new country, it is not possible to
relate in words ; for rejoicing, no one could satisfy himsclf
in looking at the new land. Some could not restrain their
tears in embracing Columbus, others reverently kissed his
hands, those who had offended him asked pardon for their
ignorance, and all offered themselves as servants and humble
slaves to his great courage. Columbus had the boat lowered
and leaped on shore ; they cut down a tree and made it into
a cross, erecting it on the spot in the name of Jesus Christ
crucified. He thus took possession of the Indies and the
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New World for the saéred Catholic kings. In this way did
Columbus discover the Indies, through his own valour and
glorious genius. Notwithstanding all this, his wonderful
achievement did not keep him clear from a thousand calum-
nies, as you will see. First, the Exchequer, on his return
to Spain, disputed with him on the part of Martin Pizzone
and Francis, his brother, the captains of the two caravels,
accusing Columbus, if it had not been for them, of intending
to return to Spain without seeing the country of the Indies.!

Having taken possession of India, he cared for nothing
else, and the island being small, he re-embarked and pro-
ceeded onward, discovering several other islands. At Cuba
he jumped on shore and named it Fernanda, in honour of
the king, Don Fernando, and was regarded with ill-will by
the islanders. In this interim the sea began to rise, and not
being in a safe port he immediately returned on board, and
fearing he might drive on some shoal changed his course.
Navigating thus he reached Hasti, which was by him called
the Spanish Island, La Isla Espafiola, and there he anchored
in a port which he called Real. But here, the commodore’s
ship drove on a rock and was wrecked. The crew, how-
ever, and part of the ammunition, were saved on board the
caravels. Many Indians were dispersed about the shore,
looking at the ship with great wonder ; but on seeing some
Christians jump on shore, they were overcome by fear and
ran away. The Spaniards seized one of their women and
led her to Columbus, who desired she should have some-
thing to eat and drink. Then they drest her in a white
shirt, and by signs made her understand that she was to

1 Thege skippers were the Martin Alonzo Pinzon and Yafiez his brother,
of other accounts; and from the recent investigations of Captain A. B.
Becher, R.N., it may be considered a settled point that the landfall thus
made by Columbus, on Friday, the 12th of October, 1492, called by the
natives Guanahani, was actually Watling’s Island—one of the Bahama
Group. (Trans.)
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return to her own people, to re-assure them, and induce
. them to come and visit him without any fear whatever. She
went, and when they saw her in that shirt they seemed
greatly astonished, all staring at so wonderful a thing. The
Indian related the kindness shewn her by Columbus, where-
fore the others, induced by her, came, desirous to sce the
new people clothed and bearded, and the one was emulous of
the other in coming round the caravels in their boats. At this
the Spaniards rejoiced greatly, for there was not an Indian
but had gold and silver round their arms or their neck, or
in their ears ; these they asked for by signs, and they, like
people who did not much esteem them (these metals), gave
some with pleasure to each.

Columbus, seeing so many Indians in the caravels that
they could hardly hold them, landed, accompanied by a
great many Spaniards, and was benignantly received by the
chief of that place, who in their language is called cacique
or general. His name was Guacanarillo, and, to bind their
friendship, they mutually made each other presents. Colum-
bus gave him shirts, caps, knives, looking-glasses, and bells
of various sizes; while the cacique presented him with a
good quantity of gold. Then he sent some of his men in a
sort of boat, which they call canoe, to help to bring on shore
the remainder of the wreck ; and did this willingly, with as
much love as if the things had been theirs. These Indians
-had a remarkable tradition left them by their ancestors,
which became a true prophecy : that many years would not
pass before a strange people would come to their island, all
‘bearded, who would throw their idols down on the ground
and shed the blood of their children. If they had remem-
bered this at the time, they would not have received the
Spaniards with such triumph and feasting. Columbus asked
them where they got that yellow metal; to which he was
answered by signs, and shewn in certain rivers inland,
which descended from very high mountains. Every day
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there came a great many fresh tribes of those Indians, to
look at us with our beards, and they brought fruits, fish,
gold, and bread, as also other articles of food. Like mon-
keys, they imitated the dress of the Christians, and when
these kneeled they also kneeled ; if the Christians reverently
raised their eyes to heaven, so did the Indians. And what-
ever it was customary for us to do at the Ave Maria as being
evening, and then in the morning also, just the same was
done by them. Columbus was very joyful at having discovered
this new country, so abounding in gold and silver; and
desirous to return to Spain to inform the king of the new
land that he had found, with the good will of the cacique
had a brick house built, and left thirty-eight Spaniards
there; so that they might carefully investigate everything
in the island until his return, warning them to do every
thing discreetly and modestly. This was the first house
that the Spaniards built in India;' and thus Columbus,
with all his other men, went away.

Columbus took with him six Indians, all the gold that the
cacique gave him, some parrots, some maize, which is their
corn, and other new Indian articles. He reached Spain
safely, except that two Indians died on the voyage. Colum-
bus was received by the king and the queen with very
great honour, they making him sit before them ; and here
every body was astonished to see the Indians naked; and
these new people were still more surprised at the dress of
the court and of the king, who bestowed a title of honour on
Columbus, constituting him Admiral of the Ocean-sea, with
a tenth of all the royal sales. And to his brother Bartholo-
mew he gave the governorship of the Isla Espafiola.

Columbus notified to the king all that had occurred, and
that by means of that island he hoped to discover other very

! Other accounts state that this fort was constructed of timber from
the wreck of Columbus’s ship : it was called Za Natividad, and the gar-
rison was commanded by Diego d’Arena. (Z'vans.)
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large and very rich countries. Therefore his Majesty
ordered three ships to be got ready, and fourteen caravels,
putting on board about fifteen hundred men, chiefly arti-
ficers in mechanical arts, for things most requisite and suit-
able to those countries. Columbus also provided himself
with horses, cows, sheep and pigs, as also goats, as well
males as females, for continuing the breed in those lands:
he carried oats, wheat, pulse, and plants of various sorts.
He embarked both priests and monks, to instruct thosc
nations in the Christian religion, and convert them to our
most holy faith ; whence furnished and accommodated with
everything, the dmmirante Christopher Columbus sailed
from Cadiz the 2nd of September, 1493,

Thus Columbus went to sea again Real Ammirants,
ploughing the waves more contentedly, and with greater
joy, than the former time. He also restored the four
Indians, whom the king had had baptized. He passcd the
Canary islands, taking a course more to the left, towards
S.W., which he did not do on the previous voyage. Touch-
ing at the isle Desiderata, which was the first that he
discovered (as before said), not landing, however, anywhere,
nor going into any port,' but continuing his navigation with
great joy, and wishing to reach Isla Spaniola (Hispaniola).
Yet on landing here he found it in a very different state to
what it was when he left it ; for the Indians had killed all
the Spaniards left by him there. The Ammirante imme-
diately sent messengers to the Cacique Guacanarillo, and
gave him to understand how much he desired to know the
cause of the death of his men. The expostulations in
answer were by signs, and the other means of making them-

! Benzoni here does not quite quadrate with Ferdinand Colon’s ac-
count of the discovery of Dominica on Sunday morning, the meeting of
warlike Caribs, and the sojourn at Guadaloupe, where human limbs were
roasting at the fire, and where the delicious pine-apple was first tasted
by the Spaniards: and all this before they reached Hispaniola. (Zrans.)
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selves understood by demonstrations were very numerous.
For these said that they forced their women, beat the men,
and harassed them unreasonably ; yet (excusing themselves)
for this they had not injured them ; but another chief (for
there were many very powerful in the island) had come,
and finding the bearded men housed, lest they should get
possession of the island, had killed them all; yet that he,
the Cacique, seeing the house burn, had run te defend them.
“But my forces,” he said, “were not sufficient. I was
even wounded, as you see,”” and he shewed his leg bound
up with cotton bandages. Still all these relations were
fulse, as the almirante afterwards heard ; wherefore making
him unbind his leg, it was found quite unhurt and not
wounded. And it was afterwards discovered that Quacana-
rillo himself had been the cause of the fire and of the death
of the Spaniards, because they ill-treated the Indians both
in deeds and words; demanding gold of them, violating
their women, and committing other dishonest actions. Many
advised Columbus to punish him for this insolence; but he
apprehending some greater evil, since he did not yet know
what might be their real amount of power, decided on re-
straining himself, and reserving punishment for some better
opportunity. Establishing himself then for a second time
on shore, he, together with his people, began to erect a city,
which they baptized Isabella, by name, as a memorial of the
queen; he built a fortress at the mines of Cibao, the spot
whence the riches were obtained ; and having rendered it
very strong and equal to defend itself against the Indians,
he left his brother Bartholomew there, governor of the island.

Columbus then sailed away, with three of the caravels,
to discover new countries. He found Cuba on the south
side, and Jamaica, with other islands. He landed at various
places, and was well received by those new people. Re-
turning to the Isla Spaniola he found a convenient port,

and called it San Nicolas. The “ Almirante’ adopted this
4
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port for refreshing the crews and repairing the caravels, as
they had become very leaky; then he wished to go and
destroy all the Caribs and burn their boats! But Fortune,
who is an enemy to all great enterprizes, aflicted Columbus
with so serious a disease, that he had to give up the expedi-
tion and allow himself to be carried to the town of Isabella,
where he found a great many Spaniards dead or dying ;
whilst those who were well had made no slight tumult, and
had not conducted themselves honourably towards his bro-
ther. Some caciques had rebelled, through the insolence,
the thefts, and the homicides and other rapines that they
had undergone from the Spaniards in many parts of the
island. He also found that the greater part of the islanders
not only had refused to sow their lands with any grain for
making bread, but had destroyed all that was left of the
harvest ; thinking that if the strange people did not find
anything to eat, they would be forced to leave the island ;
for, like desperate people, on account of the cruel servitude to
which they were reduced, they were content to die of hunger
themselves. Columbus being ruled by prudence, had all
the Spaniards executed who had been the cause of these
revolutions, this confusion and injury, and endeavoured to
re-acquire the friendship of the offended caciques as best he
could. These punishments led the Spaniards to hold Colum-
bus in odium, and because he would not allow of their
ribaldry and thieving, they could not bear to hear him
named. Hence it arose, that a great many of them wrote
violently against him to the king, and accused the brother of
dishonourable things ; wherefore Columbus resolved, as soon
as he recovered, to go to Spain.

In this interim it should be noted, that a heavy misfortune
occurred, deserving of serious consideration. Some insisted

! This must bave been to execute the postponed vengeance before

alluded to; but why Fortune opposes all great actions—nimica ds futte
Uimprese valorose—is not shewn. (T'rans.)
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that the great enemy of mankind, seeing so many souls
rescued from his power by holy baptism, had contrived all
this destruction ; others thought that it was a warning of the
discord and rebellions that were to follow on account of the
riches; and it was a general opinion, that the erection of
the holy ensign of the cross in these islands was driving
away the infernal spirits, who had been so long masters of
those rough and ignorant men, and that they made all this
disturbance in their forced flight. From the eastward there
came a tremendous storm, such as those islanders had never
before seen ; some winds arose, and one especially, called by
the Spaniards FuracaNo,! which came with such violence
that it imposed terror both on heaven and earth, and seemed
as if it would destroy both ; wherefore everybody felt sure
they should die, and that the elements would be confounded
and resolved, and so end the world. The lightnings of the
air were violent and frequent, the thunder was loud and
frightful, the day seemed night, and the darkness so intense
that men could not see each other. You would find the
people frightened, and stupified, and out of their minds,
running about without knowing where they were; and so
raging were the winds that they fought together screaming,
they tore up the trees, they detached stones from the sides
of the mountains, and with great fury hurled them into the
plains ; leveling houses, killing men, and even whole houses
with their inhabitants in them, were carried through the
air and then smashed! So that the howling of the people
was heard everywhere, melancholy and doleful: thus in a

1In translating from so old an Italian book, it may be useful to remark,
that orthography has never been sufficiently attended to in that language.
They generally regard many letters as synonymous : thus, not only b
and v, but also ¢ and g, p and b, etc., are similarized. Benzoni especially,
being an illiterate man, cannot be depended on in his spelling ; and he,
moreover, prefizes a letter sometimes to a regular word, as Landaluzia
for Andaluzia, or Fonduras for Onduras, and in the instance before us,

where his furacano means an uracano, which we by aspiration make into
hurricanc and hurricano, (Z'rans.)
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few hours extreme injury was done; even three ships that were
in a very safe port, tore up their heavy anchors, broke their
new strong cables, and were sunk with all their crews who
were on board. Many Indians saved themselves in certain
caverns; and when they came out again, were so alarmed
and confused by the novelty of the case that they could
scarcely breathe, their speech was restricted and their voice
gone. When somewhat recovercd, these islanders began to
reason with each other, and had very different opinions
from what the Christians entertained ; for they imputed all
the mischief that had happened to the conduct of the Span-
iards, and believed that heaven wished to have forced them
away from them ; but whether it was this or any other cause,
I shall leave to the judgment of the more learncd, and to
intellects more worthy than either mine or those of the
Indians. In the course of the five subsequent ycars, two
other similar storms occurred ; I was on Terra Firma at the
time; the last was the most violent, and alarmed every part
of the island extremely. It destroyed nearly all the crops,
ruined the major part of the houses, and the sugar factories,
and nearly all the cattle of every sort perished. To such a
degree did this extend, that the Spaniards would have died
of hunger, if, by the grace of God, some ships had not
arrived there from Spain ; which bringing a great quantity
of flour and of biscuit, caused abundance to reign.

The almirante had the caravels repaired in haste, for he
had a great many workmen, both expert and valorous. Won-
dering and astonished at the ruin, and at the mortality that
had occurred among the Indians, he embarked as soon as
the vessels were ready: and he reached Spain in safety.
Landing at Cadiz, he posted up to the court, and presented
himself to the royal crown. He gave the king information,
of the country newly found, presented him with much gold
and other things of great value ; related all that occurred in
Isla Espafiola ; carrying with him the trials of the Spaniards
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whom he had punished for the sake of justice ; and excul-
pating himself from the calumnies and malicious accusations
that had been thrown upon him. The king seeing his
fidelity in having brought him so much gold, for there were
some pieces to be weighed by the pound, and knowing
through dispatches the good discipline he had kept up, he
consoled and thanked him ; but represented that in future
he had better be less severe than to incur the death of Span-
iards, since they had gone so far to serve him.!
~ His majesty now had twelve caravels prepared for him,
loaded them with every kind of provision, and then deli-
vered them over to Columbus; who immediately sent two
of them off to his brother. They performed the voyage and
arrived safely. Going to the port on the west shore, they
found there Roldan Ximenes, who from a low station had
been raised by Columbus to be an honoured man, master of
justice. This man had rebelled with a great many Spaniards,
and making head would not obey the governor, persisting
in unbridled robberies, and scouring the island at their
own will, all actions that the governor would not tolerate.
Ximenes went off to the caravels, and so urged them to rob
the treasures of the island that they joined him ; he showing
them how they could go freely from one village to the other,
capturing gold and every other sort of valuable thing, so as
soon to become very rich. Thus giving themselves up to
enjoy the provisions, and visiting many places, they com-
mitted every sort of crime without being afraid of any body.
The Quarionese cacique, seeing the utter ruin that the
Christians were bringing upon him, united his forces to those
of another cacique called Maraboneso ; and defending them-

1 The conduct of the court seems to have been courteous and wise .
throughout; but, in truth, with all his great merits, Columbus was in-
fected with some of the practices which degraded his successors. As to
his austerity to his own men, he was probably no more severe than was
absolutely necessary in such marauding expeditions. (Trans.)
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selves from the pillagers, they several times descended from
the hills into the plains where the Spaniards were, and kill-
ing as many as they could, tore them in pieces, as well as
those Indians who were friends and united to them ; with
barbarous rage they cut them into the smallest pieces.
Whilst these disorders were occurring in the Isla Spa-
fiola, the almirante sailed from Swn Lucae on the 20th of
May, 1498, with the remainder of the fleet, and steered for
Mandera, one of the seven islands of Portugal, called the
Azores.! He took this course for it was the safest, it being
war time; besides which many French privateers, hearing
of the riches of the Indies, were cruizing to make prizes.
He sent six caravels on in advance, while he with three
others sailed for Cape Verd, laying his course near the
equinoctial line ; where he underwent great inconvenience
and sufferings, as well on account of the calms as the very
great heat, it being the month of June. Finally they reached
India, and having entered the Gulf of Paria, he arrived in
the island of Cubagua, by him called the Pearl Island. The
reason of this was the following. Cruizing about the gulfin
his caravels, the almirante saw some Indians in a boat fishing ;
and to learn what sort of people they were, and where they
lived, he sent a boat with some sailors, who having reached
the Indians joined with them. Nor did the fishermen ap-
pear at all alarmed, but, on the contrary, were pleased, and
seemed to admire the Spaniards as handsome men. They
found the natives were fishing for oysters, and supposing
these good to eat, they turned to opening them, but were
still better pleased to find them full of pearls. They landed

1 This Mandera would seem to be an easy transition from Madera, or
Madeira, but that Benzoni so expressly states it to be one of the seven
(there are nine) islands of the Azores. There must, however, be an error
or confusion on this point, for elsewhere (p. 103 in orig.) he says :—
“ Madera, 6 ad altre Isole de gli Azori” The Gulf of Paria lies between

Trinidad and the mainland, and is often mentioned in the sequel.
(Trans.)
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from their boat, and saw the Indian women all adorned with
beautiful pearls, as well round their necks as round their
arms; yet they were not prized by their possessors, who
regarded them only as slight feminine ornaments; so that
merely for an earthenware plate, a broken one, that a sailor
gave to an Indian woman, she gave him four rows of her
pearls. With these he returned on board all joyous and
rich, shewing his pearls to every body. The almirante was
delighted beyond everything, and addressing all the ship’s
crew he said to them : ““ We have reached the richest coun-
try in the world!” He then approached the land, and
entered the river of Cumand.

The natives seeing such large and well-constructed vessels
as the caravels, and astonished at the bearded faces, talked
among themselves as to what sort of beings these could be,
whether from above or from the water? Then, in the best
way they could explain by signs, they sent to entreat that
the almirante would consent to come on shore and shew
himself to their chief, who wished very much to see him.
Columbus hearing this, although they made every sign of
friendship, was loath to come on shore lest there should be
“some deceit. The Indians perceiving that they were afraid of
landing, went in numbers to the caravels, and gave ther-
selves up to the captain, openly shewing a pure and cordial
friendship towards what seemed to them both new and of
superhuman creation. In looking at the ship, they won-
dered at the cables, at the anchors, and at all the rigging.
Before going away (having very much caressed them) they
had knives, looking-glasses, gingles, little bells, and other
things of small value, given to them. The almirante dili-
gently inquiring, as well as he was able, where they found
those beautiful pearls, and they by signs shewing the shores
of Cubagua, wherc they fished for them. Columbus made
several Spaniards land, and the cacique received the party
with much pleasure into his house, gave them to eat and to
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drink of the dirty viands that they are accustomed to, and
presented them, seeing that they were desirous of such
articles, a great quantity of pearls; like a man who docs not
much estecem them, and possesses a great abundance, much
in the way that we should give away paternosters of glass
beads. Pleased with such riches the Spaniards returned to
their ships, and the almirante, still happier, went coasting
along towards Cape lo Vela. Then crossing the sca he
arrived in Isla Espafiola, where he found the following
disorders.!

Roldan Ximenes having rebelled, he vainly endeavoured
to recall him to his duty and to obedience by a letter, re-
commending that he should cease from shewing the Indians
such a bad example, since this was not the way to entice
them to adopt the holy faith. He also held out, that the
very ample bull granted by the most holy pontiff, Alex-
ander VI, to the Catholic kings to conquer new countries,
was not with the intention that the new people should be so
ill treated, but that they should be well rewarded, so as to
attract them to the holy faith of Christ the Saviour and our
Redeemer. Roldan refused his advice and entreaty; and
maintaining himself at the head of his party, wrote to the
king of many bad actions of Bartholomew, governor of the
island, calling him a cruel tyrant, and shewing that for the
smallest and most unimportant causes he had men hung ;
and that all their leaders were ambitious and haughty.
Nor had he rebelled from them, but because he found them
cruel tyrants and wild beasts, desirous of shedding human
blood ; and that his majesty would find out at last that the
almirante himself was an cnemy to his majesty’s empire, and
that he would make himself master of the islands. Already

1 Much of the anarchy and confusion which Columbus found prevalent
at the newly-found town, St. Domingo, are traceable to the want of firm-
ness to support subordination in his brother, the adelantado; who, how-
ever, had a very difficult task. (Zrans.)
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all his familiars were stationed at the gold mines, closing the
entrance from every body else. That justice was badly
administered, since will and not reason was the law; warn-
ing also falsely, that the admiral had partly kept the dis-
covery of the pearls secret, with the intention of endeavour-
ing by some agreement with his majesty to keep that island
for himself.

The almirante, on his side, also notified to the king the bad
mind and inclination of these turbulent men, making known
to him that they attended to nothing but robbing, ravishing
the women, scouring through every part of the island like
assassins and men mnot less wicked than traitors, having laid
aside all fear of God. Finally, they had seized upon the
two caravels sent from Spain for his brother Bartholomew,
had taken all the provisions for their own use, and having
united for evil purposes, were committing all the robberies
that they could. From this dishonesty it had resulted, that
a number of chiefs in the island had revolted, with very
great injury to all ; whilst the rioters, fearing that if they
returned to their duty they should be punished as their
crimes deserved, persevered in their evil deeds and lived
unrestrained.

‘Whilst these accusations were being forwarded to Spain,
the almirante sent his brother, with eighty Spaniards and some
horses, against the caciques who had xebelled, and were
encamped with six thousand armed men. At the first attack,
the Indians were so frightened at the infuriated horses, that
they ran away to the woods. After this, there occurred
various battles with Guarionez and four other chiefs, but in
a short time they were all defeated ; the leaders escaped to
the mountains, where they were finally taken, and led before
the almirante. But when they promised to be his friends and
become vassals of the king of Spain, to prove his clemency
to them, so that they should not think he had caused their

misfortunes, Columbus received them benignly, and making
5
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them some of the usual presents, sent them back to their
people.t

About the time that the almirante and his brother were sub-
duing the rebellious caciques and their people, and bringing
them back to obedience, both the admiral’s letter and that
from Roldan arrived in Spain. They caused great grief
both to the king and queen, shewing La Isla Espafiola to
be in such a sad state. Already in the court, the great
abundance of gold and of other riches produced in the rivers,
was talked of among the noblemen ; each of whom burncd
with avarice, and was looking out anxiously to obtain such
a government to enrich himself. Yet they did not dare to
ask for such a thing, owing to the great reputation the ad-
miral held in the opinion of their majesties ; they thercfore
tried other means to bring their wishes to the desired con-
clusion. These nobles began to report throughout the court
that Columbus and his brother, having become very rich,
wished to get possession of the islands, and make themselves
masters of all the new countries that had been discovered.
Of this they shewed evident symptoms in several letters,
written by men worthy of faith, as much in the excavation
of the gold, as in sending but little to Spain ; and, what is
much worse, that under various pretexts, he was making the
Spaniards gradually die off, only to extirpate them, so that
they (he and his brother) might alone remain to give cffect
to their designs. These reports, and many others, were so
circulated and multiplied, that they at last came to the ears
of the king and queen. Nor were motives of partiality
wanting to make their credit appear greater to their majes-
tics. The king, mot to fail in his duty to his kingdom,
determined to endeavour to know the truth of everything,
and to send a judge there, who should find out why there

! In order to tread out the embers of insurrection Columbus was unu-

sually conciliating: he even reinstated Roldan, the arch-traitor, in his
office of alcalde-mayor. (Zrans.)
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had not appeared as much gold as the almirante had pro-
mised ; the which had remained for want of power to exca-
vate, in consequence of the discords, rebellions, and wars that
had happened, besides other impediments.

His majesty therefore sent Francesco Bombadiglia as new
governor of the island, commissioning him to send true in-
formation home, and to discover the cause and origin of so
much misunderstanding between Columbus and Roldan ;
giving him also ample authority of government. With this
royal commission he left Cadiz in 1499, accompanied by four
caravels of war; and on arriving at La Isla Espafiola, he
was announced to the almirante and his brother; upon
which they went together, as was their duty, to meet him
respectfully and to receive him honourably on his arriving
at the port, as sent by royalty ; thinking that because they
had sincere hearts, others had also. But instead of compli-
ments, they were seized, put in irons, and what grieved
them the more, sent separately into two caravels ; they were
despatched to Spain thus badly treated, prisoners, and
in bonds. A truly miserable case and deserving of compas-
sion ; a notable example of misfortune, since he who was a
little while before in the highest repute with a most power-
ful king, for having discovered for him so many new and
rich countries, by his own talents and high genius; to whom, if
he had lived in the time of the Greeks or of the Romans, or
of any other liberal nation, they would have erected a statue
and whom they would have worshipped in a temple like a deity,
—was now thrown to the ground by vile malignity.! And
in a case where (in the opinion of any sensible man) no suf-

1 This Bombadiglia of Benzoni was the Comendador Francisco de
Bobadilla, an impetuous-tempered, narrow-minded man, thus unfortu-
nately selected for an office superior to his ability. The captain of the
ship would fain have released Columbus from his bonds, but he disdained
being released except by royal order ; and he ever afterwards preserved
the chains in his chamber, directing that they should be buried with
him, (T7ans.)
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ficient mode of remuneration could be found for so great a
benefit received, offence was pretended in order not to
reward him. On the arrival of the caravels in Spain, the
king heard how dishonourably these injured men had been
brought home, with irons on their feet and prisoners.
Wherefore, moved by an admirable and compassionate
heart, he sent by post to Cadiz to have them restored to
liberty ; and he desired that they should, as they deserved,
appear in his presence honourably accompanied and dressed,
like worthy men On their arrival they were courteously
received, were heard, their truth was accepted, and mea-
sures taken to punish the criminals.

When Bombadiglia, the new governor, had sent the pri-
soners off to Spain, Roldan, with his companions, returned
to obedience, and all agreeihg together, they began again to
work the islanders at their gold mines, not attending to any
thing but this wretched avarice, devoting all their ex-
ertions thereto. At this time King Ferdinand, who felt
in his own mind what he ought to do in justice to the past
events, sent Niccold d’Olanda to La Isla Espaiiola, with
the authority of viceroy, to displace Bombadiglia. Accord-
ingly he left San Lucar with thirty sail, between ships
and caravels, and arrived at the island in forty days. Bomba-
diglio, seeing so powerful a superior arrive, immediately
made preparations to go back to Spain with the ships that
had brought the viceroy, and embarked with a great trea-
sure amounting to upwards of a hundred and fifty thousand
ducats ; boasting that besides this, he was carrying many
pieces of gold to the queen, and among them was one
weighing three thousand ducats.

There were with him Roldan Ximenez and other officers,
. besides four hundred Spaniards, all rich men, and, quit-
ting theisland, they began their voyage. We should here re-
flect on the justice of the Almighty in punishing the malig-
nity of man, and remember, that all our treasures and
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riches, in which we put so much faith, are but dreams and
false shadows. Behold! a suddenly violent storm arose, and
twenty-four vessels were harassed, were crippled, were dis-
persed, were sunk. Bombadiglia was drowned; Roldan'
was drowned, with the greater part of the other Spaniards;
so all the king’s and the queen’s treasure was lost, together
with their own; and thus ended all the punishments, all
the accusations, all the quarrels, and everything else that
might have followed !

When the islanders heard for certain that Roldan was
wrecked, as well as the other Spaniards who had afflicted
them so much by making them labour in the mines for
gold, they rejoiced greatly, saying among themselves, “ These
men will never more force us to dig in the gold mines, and
lead the wretched life that they inflicted on us.”

Already in Spain the news was spread abroad of the
great abundance of pearls that had been found by the Al-
mirante in Cubagua and Cumand, and thus many people
thirsted to go there. On the king’s hearing of this, express
orders were issued, that no captain of a ship should
approach within fifty leagues of the lands discovered by
Christopher Columbus, without permission ; granting full
licence, however, to everybody to seek for countries that
had not been seen before.

About this time Alonso Nuiez set out with a ship, and
thirty-four Spaniards, among whom there were some of
those who had gone with the almirante when he discovered
Cubagua ; and therefore when once in India again, they
cared not for the royal orders, but, anxious to enrich them-
selves, they entered the Gulf of Paria, coasting along the
shores of Cumand, Amaracopanna, and other places dis-
covered by the almirante ; and Alonso Nufiez landing with
some of his people, was kindly received by the inhabitants.

1 This troublesome malcontent is frequently also named Ximenesz ;
this is because he was born at Torre de Don Ximenes. (77rans.)
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He bartered for a good quantity of pearls, and, having
enriched himself, he returned to Spain ; but on the voyage
the soldiers disputed with the captain about the partition of
the pearls. Thus on reaching Spain they landed in Galitia,!
avoiding Seville, for fear of being punished by the king, in
consequence of having entered countries that had been dis-
covered by Columbus. But after he had landed, some of
the sailors accused him to the governor of the province,
revealing all, saying, what a ladrone he was; that he had
secreted very many pearls, cheating the king of his fifth,

" besides being guilty of the disobedience of going tc a
country already known. The governor immediately had
him put into prison, seized many pearls, and then sent him
bound to the king, Don Fernando.

Before proceeding any farther, I will here enter fully into
the opinion held by those strange generations of Indians
respecting Christians, on their first appearance in those new
countries. We should state that when first the Spanish nation
went to India, and especially to the provinces on the mainland
in the Northern Sea,? in many places the Indians were struck
with astonishment and great admiration, considering and
talking among themselves as to whence this bearded pcople
could have come: and then seeing their swords and their
mode of dress, the ship, the sails, the cables, the anchors,
and other things, they stood open-mouthed, looking again
and again at so wonderful a spectacle, and each uttering his
opinion. Some said that a storm must have driven them
there ; while some who had heard their guns, thought they
were people who ruled the thunder among the clouds, and
had come down from heaven to see the earth: others re-
mained confused and speechless, not knowing what to say of

! Galicia, the north-west province of Spain, with Portugal intervening
between it and Seville. This early contrabandista probably sought

security in Corufia. (Zrans.)

2 Northern Sea, or gulf of Mexico, so called to distinguish it from the
Southern Sea, or Pacific. (Zrans.)
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so strange and new a people. They were in some places
well received as a novelty; but elsewhere, on the contrary,
they were not willingly received, it appearing to the Indians
that the visitors had a fierce aspect, and that their friendship
must occasion them great evil, but little or no good.
‘Wherefore, as the Spaniards leaped on shore, the natives
wounded them with severe darts, and threw stones at them
so well that they killed many, or made them rush back to
their boats. However, wherever the natives took pleasure
in seeing them, their very chiefs humbled themselves, and
begged and supplicated the Spaniards to go to their tribes,
each joyfully wishing that they were in their own house,
and all with great pleasure brought both eatables and beve-
rages. The Spaniards had their eyes intent on those
Indians who wore pearls round their necks or their arms,
and felt annoyed at not being able to get any; so seeing
them abounding in jewels in their nostrils, with gold, blue
stones,’ and emeralds, began to ask for some, and they
not prizing them gave some to all, and plentifully, like an
uncivilized and carcless people.

In this friendly intercourse they asked questions of each
other, as well as they could, by signs, the Indians wishing
to know whence the Spaniards came, and what nation they
were ; to which it was answered, that they were a genera-
tion called Christians, sons of God, the Creator of heaven
and of earth; and that the king of Castile, a worthy man,
and the Pope, the vicar of the heavenly Saviour, had sent
them to announce to the world things of importance and
great consolation, and that in a short time they wished to
return whence they had come. The Indians, fully believing
what they said, depended on its being so, and, thinking
they should never see them again, many came each day to

1 Wero these blue stones sapphires? The * wishes must have fathered
the thought” in understanding so much, in what followed, by mere
signs—tho most ambiguous interpretation possible between people who
are utterly ignorant of each other’s language. (Z'rans.)
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look at them, esteeming themselves happy if they might
touch them, and present something to them. But when the
Indians saw that, after the departure of these men, others
came, and that already they were beginning to build houses, to
settle themselves in the country, to illtreat them, to ask them
for pearls and for precious stones, besides subjecting them
to torments and abuse ; they began to complain that these
facts did not agree with their saying that they were the sons
of God; but that they must have some other bad master,
since he permitted their depriving the natives of their
liberty, subjecting them to servitude, and killing them.
They maintained that these were not works descended from
heaven ; and finally, that people receiving good and return-
ing evil for it, could not be worthy sons of God ; that they
used good words, and then committed bad deeds. There
were some who said, What sort of God can this be that has
brought forth so many bad sons, and such wicked men? If
the father is like the soms, he cannot be good; and held
many such and other similar arguments.

If the Spaniards had shown any kindness when they first
entered those countries, and had persevered in exercising be-
nignity and humanity, instead of persevering in cruelty and
avarice, we might have hoped that the generation of savages
would have learned to cultivate reason, to acquire some
degree of virtue and honour, and have been creditable to the
Christian name; then there would not have ensued the
death of so many Spaniards, nor the destruction of such
multitudes of Indians, as you will hear in the sequel of this
history, and instead of bearing us constant hatred and
abusing us, they would have loved and reverenced us.

Now let us return to the almirante Columbus, who re-
mained three years at court,! much caressed by the king.

* This delay arose from the difficulty of bringing into cffect the various
plans for a fourth voyage, which his passion for discovery led Columbus
to propose. Of this the leading purpose was his original idea of opening
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He then fitted up for him three caravels according to his
wishes, that he might discover more countries, and search
out the strait leading into the Southern Ocean, which was
afterwards called Magliane’s,' from a Portuguese of this
name who found it.

Thus Columbus started from Cadiz on the 9th of May,
15022 together with his brother, and soon reached La Isla
Espafiola. Some say that Bombadiglia® prohibited his
entering the port, and that the almirante complained much
of it, saying, that he was not allowed to enter the town that
he himself had built. This was not done to serve the
king ;* but others say that he did enter. But let that be as
it may, he steered a course to the westward, found the
island of Guanaxzia, near the mainland, a large province,
called by the natives Iguere, and by the Spaniards, Cape
Fonduri; there he landed, was much caressed by those
chiefs, and many fowls were presented to them, as well as
bread and fruit; but he found no signs of gold, although
there were very rich mines, which they did not esteem at
all. The almirante gave them some of the usual articles of
little value, and then departed, retracing his steps; and,
coasting along to the eastward, found Veragua, and landed
a new track to the East Indies, which he now supposed to be separated
from the new world by a sea, with which there might probably bea com-
munication by means of some strait. (Zrans.)

1 In reply to De Mure, Jansen, De Bry, Chauveton, and others, it
may here be noted, that Benzoni has not himself said a word on the pre-
tended claim of Martin Behaim to the discovery of this strait. (Z7ans.)

3 Erroneously given as 1504 by Benzoni in both editions.

3 Benzoni must here mean the viceroy, whom he terms Olanda, whose
name was Nicholas de Ovando. From certain tokens, Columbus appre-
honded a hurricane, and requested permission to enter the harbour, at
the same time warning the homeward bound fleet not to sail. His request
and his warning were equally disregarded: the hurricane came on, the
fleet was mostly destroyed, his inveterate enemies, Bobadilla and Roldan,
were drowned, and Columbus escaped its fury by precaution. (Z'rans.)

4 “Del che non era servigio della Maestd de Re”—an ambiguous sen-
tence. (Z'rans.)

6
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among the islands of Zorobaro, not very far from Terra
Firma. He learned from those islanders that all the coun-
try of Veragua abounded in gold ; and proceeding thus he
coasted onwards to the Gulf of Vrana, where he landed,
and in some places obtained information respecting the
SouthernOcean. In the course of these discoveries he lost two
caravels, and as the other two leaked very much, he returned
to the island of Cuba, thence to Jamaica. In comsequence
of the great labour and sufferings that they had undergonc,
some of the Spaniards had died, and a good many of the
rest were ill. Francis Pores, the captain of one of the
caravels, with the greater part of the soldiers, took to free-
booting, and captured some Indian boats; after which they
went in the direction of La Isla Espafiola. The islanders
seeing thus the discord that reigned among the Christians,
and that Pores had gone off with the best part of the men
(for those who remained with the almirante were almost all
ill), not only refused to provide them with food, but began
to consider how they could kill him.

Columbus was thus in a great mental conflict, secing that
the natives would in no way furnish him with provisions,
neither for barter, nor entreaties, nor for goodwill, and that
he could not get them by force. Since his men were in a
sad condition, he determined to obtain them in another way ;
and it really may be believed that it was by Divine inspira-
tion, in order that so great a man should not perish thus.
The almirante being near a village, called some of the In-
dians, and when they came into his presence, he told them,
that if they did not provide him with everything that he
required, God would shortly send such a punishment from
heaven that they would all die; and, as a proof of this, he
bade them look steadily, and in two days they would sce
the moon full of blood.! Now the Indians, sceing that this

* This must have been the total eclipse of the moon on the 29th of

February, 1504; and which Ricciolo registers at 13 hours 36 minutes
for its middle. (Z%ans.)
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happened on the day and hour that the invader predicted,
for there was an eclipse, immediately from fear provided
him with whatever he wanted as long as he remained on the
island, begging that he would forgive them, and be mno
longer angry with them. So the sick people recovered by
means of these provisions. At this time Francis Pores re-
turned to the island, for he could not resist the bad weather
in those barks, so he intended to get possession of one of
the caravels, if an opportunity offered ; and after repairing
it as well as he could, endeavour to return with his followers
to Isla Espafiola, but when he came to the port he found
the caravels full of water.

The almirante having heard of their arrival, put his
people in order, and, assisted by his brother, attacked them.
They fought, and Columbus conquered ; some died, some
were wounded on both sides, and Pores and his brother
were made prisoners. This was the first battle of the
Spaniards in India.

After this victory the almirante remained several months
longer in this island, from not having any ship fit to go
away in ; and decided that it would be best to send to La
Espafiola to provide himself with one. He despatched his
steward, Diego Mendez, in a country bark,' accompanied
by ten Indians, promising to satisfy them very well if they
conducted him safely. Thus they started, and like practical
men, they followed a line of rocks, because they can only
navigate those barks in fine weather ; for if they have much
sea to combat they easily capsize. With great trouble,
therefore, the Indians reached La Espanola, and immedi-
ately they turned back to Jamaica, to notify that they had

1 This “ barca del paese,” it appears, was one of two large canoes
which were purchased by Columbus from the natives: the second was
under the charge of Bartholomew Fiesco, who bore a prominent part in
the hardy and hazardous enterprize. But eight months elapsed before
the admiral was relieved ! (Z'rans.)
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carried Diego Mendez safely to the island, and that he sct
off on foot to go to San Domenico. The almirante was
greatly rejoiced, thanked them very much, then gave them
some knives, and some bells, both large and small ; thus, as
if they had received a very great present, they joyfully re-
turned to their homes.

On Diego Mendez reaching San Domenico, he gave the
letter from the almirante to the chief comendador, who im-
mediately ordered a caravel to be got ready, while Mendez,
with the almirante’s money, bought another caravel, and
both together, laden with provisions, set sail. On their arri-
val at Jamaica Columbus embarked, and soon reached San
Domenico, where he rested a few days, and then with the
first ships, taking his brother with him, he went over to
Spain. On arriving at court he gave information of all that
had happened, and of the countries that he had last disco-
vered, not without great admiration from all the court! In
a few days Columbus fell ill, and growing daily worse, from
the great sufferings that he had undergone in his voyages,
in a short time died,—and thus finished the course of his
hononrable life on the 8th of May 1506. He ordered that
his body should be taken to Seville, to the monastery of the
fraternity of the Cartuja. He left a little son, called Dicgo
Colombo, who, from his great virtue, deservedly had to wife
the lady Donna Maria, daughter of the most illustrious Don
Ferdinand, of Toledo, chief comendadore of Leon. The
Almirante Colombo was of Cucureo, a village in the lord-
ship of Genoa. His progenitors were mnatives of Piacenza,
in Lombardy, of the noble line of the Pilistregli ; and when
young he devoted himself to nautical science. He was a
man of a good reasonable stature, with strong, sound limbs ;
of good judgment, high talent, and gentlemanlike aspect.

1 Columbus, on his return, had the mortification of finding his best

friend, Queen Isabella, dead; and the prejudiced Ferdinand, though
coldly civil, was little disposed to redress his injuries. (Z7ans.)
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His eyes were bright, his hair red, his nose aquiline, his
mouth somewhat large ; but, above all, he was a friend to
_justice, though rather passionate when angry.'

I said above  how the king, Don Ferdinand, issued an
order, when the almirante discovered the Island of Pearls,
that no one should dare to approach it within fifty leagues ;
but seeing what little attention was paid to his orders, so that
a great many people went there, he sent treasurers to collect
the royal dues, and thus began the Pearl Fishery. Then
some monks repaired there, to instruct the Indians in our
most holy faith. They went on to the mainland, where
many Spaniards had gone to barter with the Indians, and
established some monasteries ; but those Indians beginning
already to feel the cruel injuries of the Spaniards, who by
force seized them, by force made them fish for pearls, and
were continually beating and sometimes wounding them,
made head against them. Hence one morning at dawn, the
Indians assailed the Spaniards, made a sanguinary slaughter
of them, and with dancing and leaping eat them, both monks
and laymen.®

Some few escaped in a caravel that was lying on the
Cumand river, and went to San Domentco, to inform Bartho-
lomew, the governor of the island, of the rebellion of the
Cumanese. He immediately raised three hundred soldiers,
and put one Diego d’Ocampo at their head, who soon after

1 Tt is curious to compare this portrait with that which the great
navigator’s son, Ferdinand Colon, gave. He says—*“The admiral was
well shaped, and of more than a middling stature, long visaged, his
cheeks somewhat full, yet neither fat nor lean ; he had a hawk nose, his
eyes light, his complexion white with a lovely red ; in his youth his hair
was fair, but when he came to thirty years of age it all turned grey.”
(Trans.)

2 Mhere can be little doubt that it is from the stories of such doings on
the Pearl Coast, and the horrid feastings pictured in De Bry’s book, that
Defoe represented the cannibalism in “ Robinson Crusoe.” And this also
shows, that however he might have been indebted to Selkirk for hints and
suggestions, yet Juan Fernandez was not the locality assumed. (Trans.)
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getting out of the port reached Cumand, and ordered that all
the people, excepting the sailors, should hide themselves
below deck, so that the Indians, perceiving but few Span-
iards, should more easily be tempted to go on board, sup-
posing that they had come from Spain direct and not from
San Domenico. Accordingly the Indians, secing the ship,
approached the banks of the river and asked whence they
came ; to which it was answered from Castille, and they were
desired by signs to come nearer the ship. Still the Indians
were doubtful that they were from Hus#d, and wished to
ascertain ; so a few of them went near, thinking they should
be able to distinguish whether it came from Spain or from
some other country. They brought many pearls, pretending
that they came to barter, and seeing so few Christians on
board, they made sure that they were from Spain, and not
from Haiti; and that they had not the most distant know-
ledge of their rebellion, so that they would be able to do
with these as they had done with the rest, and consequently
rejoiced much among themselves. The captain received
them kindly, and bartered for their pearls, pretending not
to know anything, and by signs entreated them to go and
fetch more pearls if they wished still to barter; and also to
bring provisions for the crew. Therefore, when the Indians
landed, they informed the cacique that they found but few
men on board the ship, so that they could easily kill them
all ; upon which he ordered that a great many of them
should return to the ship, and should manage so as to make
those few Christians jump on shore. The better to accom-
plish their intention, they were to tell the captain that the
governor of that place had a great many pearls for barter ;
and with this ill-woven tale they returned to the ship. The
captain now perceiving that there would be a good grasp,
thought he need not wait any longer, so made his soldicrs
rush up from their hiding place, and, laying hands upon
the Indians who were on board, took some of them pri-
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soners, killed others, and the rest sought to escape by throw-
ing themselves into the river. All those that were captured
the captain hung to the yard-arms,! to strike terror into the
survivors; and thus he returned to Cubagua, the islanders
remaining astounded and confused at such a spectacle. He
then went back to Cumand, and, landing all his soldiers,
committed so much cruelty upon the natives, that the poor
people seeing themselves ruined, and almost destroyed,
were constrained to beg for peace.

Diego granted them peace, and when the agreement was
concluded, he made the Indians construct twenty-five straw
huts on the bank of the river, calling it the town of Zbledo,
as I have said above. He now determined to inhabit Cuba-
gua, and gave fresh impetus to the pearl fishery. Eight friars
then arrived from San Domenico, they established a monas-
tery at Cumand, another at Amaracapane, and so went
among those Indians teaching them the doctrine of our faith.
They taught the children of some of the chiefs to read and
write, whereat all the Indians were very much pleased, and
shewed themselves very friendly to the Spaniards, letting
them go wherever they chose. So much so, that without
any fear, the Spaniards went as much as three hundred
miles away by land along the coast, seeking for gold, pearls,
and other things.

‘Whilst these various incidents were occurring at Cumand,
Doctor Bartholomew de Las Casas, a priest, who resided at
San Domenico, hearing of the abundance of pearls that were
fished up at Cubagua, of the fertility of that country, also
of the cruelty exercised by the Spaniards on the natives,
went over to Spain, and to the court, where, in conse-
quence of the decath of the king Don Ferdinand, the prince
Don Carlos (afterwards named emperor) had succeeded as

1 The reader will probably recollect Theodore De Bry’s representation

of this infamous act ; an act which indelibly disgraced the early settle-
ment of that fine and capacious port, Cm;nané.. (Trans.)
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heir to the kingdoms of Spain, and was crowned as Charles
V. The Doctor asked him for the government of Cumand,
informing him of the wicked and horrid treatment that the
Indians of that province were daily undergoing from the
very rapacious Spanish soldiery. That on this account they
had rebelled, and all the Spaniards in that district had been
killed ; but that if he went there he would mitigate all
these horrors, and that he would treat the Indians so well
that he should be praised by everybody; and above all
things, he would increase the royal revenues. All this was
contradicted by Dr. Luigi Zappata and others, who were
concerned in the government of India; and who repre-
sented Bartholomew as a weak, vain man, incapable of such
an enterprize, and of no credit, as he did not understand
the affairs of that nation. Still, notwithstanding all this
contention, through the great favour he enjoyed at court,
from some Flemish gentlemen and others, especially Count
Nanfo, the emperor’s chamberlain, he obtained his wish;
they asserting that he was a good Christian, and would con-
vert all the Indians to the service of God and the benefit of his
majesty, more than any other man who could be employed
‘there, and that he would send a great quantity of pearls to
Spain. He then asked for three hundred men to assist in fish-
ing for them, not to over fatigue the Indians; and in order that
they might go more willingly, he entreated the emperor to
institute some cavaliers for him, with a red cross like that of
Calatrava.! His majesty, moved by this representation,
granted the doctor all he asked, and having made the requi-
site arrangements, ordered for him whatever hc wanted for
his enterprise. He departed from Seville, and arriving at
Cumand, he found Diego d’Ocampo, to whom he delivered
* This was asking for no small distinction, Innocent VIII having only
consented to reunite that ancient and  gallant” order, grand-mastorship,

to the Spanish crown, in 1489, while Ferdinand and Isabella were in the

zenith of papal favour. It was highly prized as a badge of military
merit. (77ans.)
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his appointment. But the latter represented that, although
he would willingly obey, he could not do so without per-
mission from the almirante, who had sent him to punish the
rebels, and govern that province until his further orders.
Thus, with biting words and mocking each other, some days
elapsed ; till the doctor, seeing that Ocampo would not obey
the orders, and laughed at him, determined to go to San
Domingo to complain to the almirante of the discourtesy
shown to him, and the refusal to obey the royal commands.
Before he departed he had a wooden house made (being un-
willing to go into the town of Toledo), and put into it all the
provisions and stores that he had brought from Spain; leaving
his cavaliers there to guard them till his return. Thus he
went away to San Domingo. Meanwhile Ocampo also, with
the greater part of his soldiers, decamped ; for they had be-
come rich with the spoils torn from the Indians, and had
begun to quarrel about the division of the pearls.!

The chiefs of the province of Cwmand, now seeing that
Ocampo was gone off with most of the soldiery, and that
there only remained the Christians whom the doctor had
left together in a group, besides those who were wandering
about rapacious for pearls, licentious to the women, and
doing many other wanton violences ; they agreed to rise in
arms, and with one consent on a Sunday morning the natives
assailed the Spaniards; so that of all who were in dmara-
capanna, and along the sea shore to the westward, none
escaped with their lives. The monks were killed while
saying mass; and in Cumand they attacked the doctor’s
house and took it,and nearly all the cavaliers were most
cruelly killed with poisoned darts, the rest escaping in a
boat with some monks, who fled to Cubagua carrying the
sacrament with them. The houses, the churches, the monas-

1 Qcampo appears to have been a witty, crafty, sanguinary, and reck-
less commander, who must have quickly found that Las Casas was more
fit for a cloister than a governorship. (Z7rans.)

"
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teries, were all burnt, the huts were pulled down, the images
broken, as well as the crucifixes, and strewed in pieces about
the roads in contempt. They destroyed even the dogs and
the fowls; nor would they forgive the Indians themselves
who were in the service of the Spaniards and their priests;
striking the ground and cursing it because it supported such
cruel and very wicked men. All this was done, more-
over, with such violence and fury, that even the Span-
iards who resided in Cubagua were in great fear for their
lives. Nor is there any doubt but that, had the Indians
possessed sufficient boats, they would have gone over to the
island, which is only twenty-two miles distant, in the gulf;
thereby to make an end of all the Spaniards who were there.
But having only a few canoes they could not attempt it,
although their inclination was strong.

The king’s officers immediately despatched a brigantine to
San Domingo, to give notice of what had occurred ; where-
fore the almirante, having heard the case, prepared four
hundred soldiers, and appointed Jacob Castiglione to be
their captain., As to the doctor, when he heard of the death
of his cavaliers, he immediately made himself a Dominican
brother ; which was much better, in my opinion, than going
back to Cubagua to fish for pearls! Meanwhile Castiglione
sailed from La Isle Espaefiola, and in eight days arrived at
Cumand ; here he most bravely jumped on shore with all
his soldiers, had to fight against the Indians during forty
days, and made a great slaughter of them ; although they
defended themselves valorously, wounding and killing seve-
ral Spaniards. Still, in the end, being inferior in courage,
in strength, and in genius, the Indians were always beaten ;
so that they were obliged at last to ask for pcace, and sur-

! The general reader will hardly recognize in the Doctor Bartholomew
50 brusquely spoken of by Benzoni, that worthy and well-meaning friend
of the natives, Las Casas. By a moral solecism, however, Las Casas in-
vented the method of relieving the labour of Indians, by importing
negroes from the Coast of Guinea ! (Zrans.)
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render themselves at discretion to the captain. He had
seventy of the caciques hanged, as they had been the origina-
tors of the rebellion ; he loaded the ship with Indians to be
sold at La Espafiola ; then established a fortress on the cliff
of the river Cumand, for the safety of the vessels, as said
before ; and he rebuilt the town of Toledo. Then, when the
number of Spaniards increased, he also built about sixty
houses at Cubagua entirely of bricks, like a little town, and
called it New Cuadiz. Subsequently four Franciscan bro-
thers came from San Domingo and erected a monastery;
declining to go on'the mainland, for fear of the Indians
some day eating them, as had happened before. The Span-
iards now recommenced the pearl fishery, and obtained a
great quantity of those beads.!

This island of Cubagua is ten miles in circuit, and is situ-
ated ten degrees and a half from the equinoctial line; it is quite
flat, sterile, without trees, and has no water ; and in contrary
winds is sometimes in such want of water, from the boats not
being able to bring any from Cumand, that a pipe of wine
has often been given for a similar quantity of water. Rab-
bits, salt, and fish are abundant. At the time when the
pearl fishery was flourishing, Don Luigi da Lampognano
arrived in the island ; he was a relation of that Lampognano
who killed Galeazzo Maria Sforza, duke of Milan. Don
Luigi was provided with an imperial permission to fish all
over the vicinity of Cubagua for any quantity of pearls he
chose, without any hindrance. This man sailed from Spain
with four caravels, laden with all the stores and munition
requisite for such an enterprise. The permission had been
bought for him by some Spanish merchants, in the hope of
gain ; and he had a rake (or dredge), made in such a man-
ner, that in whatever part of the sea it was thrown, all or

1 In comsequence of the avidity with which these effects of disease
in & sub-marine creature of the lowest scale were sought, the state of
the then-existing human society there, was wholly subverted. (Zrans.)
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nearly all the oysters would be dragged out. But the
Spaniards residing in Cubague of one accord refused to
obey the royal orders; saying that the emperor was very
liberal with other people’s property, but that when he
wanted to give rewards, he should do it with his own. They
had gained and conquered the country, and supported it
with very great labour and danger of their lives, therefore
it was more reasonable that they should enjoy it than a
stranger. Lampognano himself, seeing that his royal per-
mission was null, felt ashamed to go back to Spain, where
he had also many debts ; and was so laughed at and taunted
with various schemes, that he finally went mad, and died
miserably in that island at the end of five years.

Before I go on to speak of other things, I must here relate
why the Indians from the mainland were given as slaves. In
the beginning, when the almirante Colombo discovered the
main land of India,' many Spaniards crowded there from the
abundance of riches they found, going and coming, some in
one province and some in another. But the Indians began
to dislike and even to hate these strangers, because they
were made to labour excessively, and were very ill-treated
by them, their tongues never tiring of asking for gold, silver,
pearls, emeralds. Wherefore, unable to put up with such
labour and misery, they determined to kill and extirpate
them from the country, cursing themselves for not having
killed them all at first. Now the Spaniards seeing, both
laity and clergy, that, from the habits of these people, they
would not accept of the friendship of the Christians, nor
receive the faith of Christ; that, on the contrary, they ridi-
culed it, saying that these things might do for the men of
Castile but not for them ; some monks of the order of Saint
Dominic went back to Spain and reported to the king,

! For some time after the discovery of America, it was supposed to bo
part of Indin : and hence the name of the West Indies, still retained by
the islands of the Caribbean Sea, was given toall those countries, (Zrans.)
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Don Ferdinand, the way of living of these brutish races,
persuading him that they deserved to be sold as slaves,
rather than to be allowed to live at liberty, alleging the
following reasons: that the Indians of the mainland were
idolaters, pathics, liars, dirty, ugly, void of judgment or
perception, lovers of novelty, fierce, inhuman, and cruel.
They use poisoned darts, so that when a man is wounded
by them he soon goes mad and dies. They go naked and
are devoid of shame. They wear no beard, and if a few
hairs appear, with certain little pincers they pull them out.
They eat human flesh, and also the flesh of some extremely
dirty animals (spurcissime animali), such as spiders, lice, and
horrid worms. All their delight is in drunkenness; and in
matrimony they observe no faith or loyalty, so that it is
impossible to make them alter their habits. They are devoid
of pity towards their infirm, and let them be ever so closely
related they abandon them, and so to get rid of the sight of
their sick, they carry them to the woods or the mountains
to die, like wild animals. Finally, to include all in one
sentence that might be said in many words, they affirmed
that no nation more wicked or wretched can be found under
heaven.

The king having heard this violent abuse, summoned his
council, and after all these inhuman cruelties were repre-
sented to them, he desired them to say freely what, in
their opinion, ought to be done with so much bestiality as
was related by the monks. Therefore, without further con-
sideration, it was decided that the Indians from the main
land should be given as slaves, unless they would leave off
such serious crimes, would become Christians, and would
learn from the Spaniards to live orderly like men. The
king then confirmed their decisions, and drew up a commis-
sion, which he conferred on Diego di Niquesa and Alfonso
di Hoieda,* who went over to those provinces with the title

1 These are the leaders, Nicuesa and Ojeda of history, both of whom
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of governors, that is, Niquesa of Veragua, and Hoieda of
Carthagena, with orders that, before they waged war, the
holy Evangelists should be preached to the natives, and
that they should be admonished to live peaceably like good
men; that they were to be perfectly friendly with the Span-
iards, and forswear their grievous sins. If they obeyed these
commands, the king of Castile would grant them liberty,
and regard them as friends and vassals. But if they would
not, they should be seized, made slaves, burnt, or killed,
and exposed to all kinds of slaughter, both of their limbs and
their lives. I fully believe that if Jesus Curist our Saviour
and Redeemer had sent his holy Apostles into the world to
preach the holy Evangelists under a similar commission,
they would not have brought so many kingdoms and more
powerful princes to submit with holy humility to the cross,
kneeling and adoring his divine law with all their heart. We
must, however, consider the difference between the wisdom
of Gop and that of man. The two governors accordingly
* sailed from Cadiz in 1509, and arrived safely at La Espadiola.
Hoieda purchased four vessels, and collected above four hun-
dred soldiers at his own expense, and thus started from Sz»
Domingo, commissioning the bacciller, Martin de Enciso
(who, under royal appointment was going as principal judge
to that very important government), to go to his assistance
as soon as possible with men and horses, artillery, and
munitions of every sort. When Hoieda arrived at Carthagena
he leaped on shore, and by an interpreter promulgated the
king’s orders to the Indians, entreating them to live in peace,
be friends with the Christians, leave off their bad habits, and
receive the faith of Christ: and if they did this, the king of
Castile would treat them well, and hold them as friends.!

proved unfortunate. Las Casas thought, if the latter had never been
born the world would have lost nothing— Un mancebo que aunque no
oviera nascido, no perdiera el mundo nada.” (Zrans.)

* This act, be it observed, was after the death of Queen Isabella, who
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But the Indians, in few words, answered, that they did
not want the friendship of the king of Castile, and bade
them return whence they came ; they only wanted good peo-
ple to come to their country, and not such as did nothing
but evil, and were never satiated with injuring them. The
governor, on hearing this resolute answer, landed his sol-
diers, and, scouring along all that seashore, put to the sword
whatever natives they met. The royal commission was pro-
mulgated through all those provinces, so that everybody
might be aware of it; but finding them universally dis-
obedient, they betook themselves to making slaves, setting
aside the preaching of the gospel ; although the law meant
only the Caribbees, that is, those who eat each other, to be
made slaves ; yet the Spaniards treated all the Indians, even
where this was not the custom, as slaves,) making them
labour in the mines, and in any other way that they required.
Thus their tyranny got to such a height, that if it had not
been for a few monks, who, with the true zeal of charity,
procured the liberation of this truly unhappy generation,
they would doubtless in a short time have been all, or nearly
all, destroyed. These religious men were of the Order of
Saint Dominic, and were residing in New Spain ; wherefore,
seeing the public evils and the horrid treatment that was in-
flicted on the unfortunate Indians, they admonished their
countrymen, preached to them, reprehended their insolence,
and reminded them that they would have to account to God
for the cruelty with which they treated the Indians. They
therefore besought them to be more moderate, and to treat
the natives better than they had hitherto done. In this way

bad always been a strenuous defender of the natives—maintaining that
they were to cnjoy freedom, kind treatment, and proper maintenance.
But this Hoieda (Alonzo Ojeda) viewed the untranslatable proclamation
he was circulating, as a mere prelude to a slave-hunting war. (7rans.)

1 The kidnapping of natives had already been declaved to be illegal,
and orders were given that kidnapped men should be restored o froe-
dom ; but it secms that the decree was unattended to. (Zrans.)
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they might become more obedient to the evangelical name.
These instructions were of little avail; for the Spaniards
mocked the monks, and laughed at them, as usual, asserting
that the Indians were dogs unworthy of the name of Chris-
tians. Thus words generated hatred, but no fruit ;.so that the
monks, uniting together, made a full and authentic relation
of it to His Holiness the Pope, and sent it to Rome by one
brother Roderic Minaia, a Dominican, with injunctions to
represent clearly all the evil and the disgraceful customs
that had ensued, so as to procure a Bull restoring the
Indians to liberty.

The apostolic chair was then filled by Pope Paul III, who,
seeing the truth of this information, as well as hearing of the
insolence perpetrated in the Indies, granted the above-
mentioned Bull in favour of the Indians. With this, Minaia
returned to Spain, and, together with some other monks, he
informed his majesty of the beginning, the progress, and
the end of all that had happened: showing that the sins of
the Indians arose from great and pure ignorance, not from
malevolence ; that God had created them men, and not
beasts ; free, and not slaves ; demonstrating that they should
be brought over to the Christian faith by good examples,
not by cruelty or tyranny. Entreating his majesty to con-
sider that these countries were at the foot of his crown ; and
therefore it would be a pious thing to arrange so that they
should not be in a short time destroyed, in consequence of
the unbearable fatigue and ill treatment inflicted on the
natives by the Spaniards, who, without remorse, made them
die under the heavy weights they were made to carry, or the
constant digging in the mines, and other shameful cruelties ;
so that many were seen, in consequence of these insupportable

miseries, to run away to the woods, and there hang them-
selves by the neck.

1 We are glad to see any records of Dominican humanity, as that per-

fidious and cruel order so long triumphed over mercy, as inquisitors.
(Trans.)
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The emperor, having heard this relation, immediately sent
Doctor Figueroa to the Indies, commissioning him to obtain
the truth, both from the clergy and from the governors, and
to inform him minutely. This man went round, and did
what his majesty bade him ; whereupon the emperor, with-
out any farther consultation, made the Indians free, imposing
heavy penalties on any one who should thereafter dare to
enslave them. A most holy and glorious law truly, vouch-
safed by a divine emperor, and a most clement pontiff.

I being in the island of San Dominic in the year *44, the
licentiate Ceratto came as president of the island, and
brought this proclamation with him ; which was of course
made known throughout all the islands and provinces of
India ; whereat the natives were greatly rejoiced and happy,
but the Spaniards and others greatly annoyed and distressed.
These commands were executed with great ease in the island
of La Espaiiola, Cuba, Jamaica, San Juan de Puerto Rico,
and all along the coast, which is generally called by sailors
Tierra Firma, beginning with EI Nombre de Dios, on to the
Gulf of Paria. But in Mexico there was a little conten-
tion, because there were some very rich men whose pro-
perty consisted chiefly of slaves, and who would not there-
fore obey the law. They alledged that the king, Don Fer-
dinand, had given the natives publicly to them as slaves,
which the emperor had confirmed, and had received his
fifth ; wherefore if his majesty chose to restore them their
liberty, he must also disburse the money that the slave-
owners had laid out. Thus everybody complained, cursing
the monks as the source of this loss.

Then the great prudence of the viceroy, Don Antonio de
Mendoza, was shown ; for matters would have gone ill, if
he had not, with great sagacity, shown himself unfavourable
to this new law, and had not supplicated the emperor to
rescind it. The result, however, manifested the good office

he had done, for the emperor never would abrogate it, or
8
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attend to their will; but on the contrary he wrote, desiring
his orders to be obeyed.! Whercupon the viceroy having
assembled all the principal people in the city, again pre-
sented to them the express commission from his majesty.
Still finding that the cruel, rich masters would not release
their slaves in order to prevent disorders and tumults, he
prudently mitigated the law, and they all agreed to rcceive
it in the following form :—That every man possessing slaves
should each year, according to a certain rate, liberate twenty ;
so that in a short time all the Indians were liberated. If
Vasco Nuiiez Vela, on going as viceroy to Peru with similar
orders, had acted in this manner, he would not have come
to the end he did, nor would such misfortunes have ensued
as we shall hereafter relate.

The Indians being restored to liberty, the clergy suppli-
cated his majesty to allow them to go and convert them by
preaching and benignity, as they had learned their language,
and they trusted, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, to bring
them round to the Faith. This was granted to them; and
his majesty ordered that no more countries should be con-
quered ; but that they should be brought to Christianity

wonly by good works. Eight monks went with these orders
to India, and four of them landed at La Fiorita. They
began to preach ; but the Indians, having been ill-treated, an-
swered with sticks, finally killed them, and then, according to
their custom, eat them! Two others landed near the confines
of the government of Guatimala, in order to preach, but it
happened to them as to the others. Seeing this, the rest loft
the enterprise to be effected by time. I belicve, however,
that if kindness,and not dishonesty,had been practised at fivst,
everything would have succeeded, since the natives would
not have had such examples of ill treatment and bad faith.

! With all this appearance of justice and humanity, the forced employ-
ment of Indians in the mines was not only encouraged by the laws of
Burgos, but absolutely insisted upon. (77ans.)
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While governor Hoieda was fighting with the Indians at
Carthagena, Diego di Niquesa arrived there with a ship,
seven caravels and two brigs, carrying above seven hundred
men, to go to his government, and he found his companion,
Hoieda, much afflicted, because a few days previous he had
gone to a tribe twelve miles inland, hoping to get a great
booty ; for he had been told that in that place a quantity of
gold had been found. Butthe journey did him a very great in-
jury; as he found the chief of that people in arms, together with
a great many Indians, holding for certain that the Spaniards
would go there, and they were thus assaulted with such im-
petus, that Hoieda was obliged to turn his back with the loss
of seventy-five soldiers, and return to the seashore. Hearing
this, they deliberated to go in a body against that tribe, and
revenge the death of those who had been killed. Thus one
evening they nearly all started, and marching very gently,
assailed the Indians at dawn. Not suspecting anything, they
were asleep, but awakened by wounds and seeing their houses
on fire. Frightened by the conflagration, they endeavoured
to escape, but from the multitude of soldiers around them,
they were nearly all killed ; some threw themselves into the
flames, preferring a voluntary death by fire to a forced one
from the swords of the Spaniards. This tribe had about a
hundred huts made of reeds and roofed with palm ; what
with fire and the sword only a few escaped, through its not
being broad daylight. Six youths were made prisoners and
slaves by Hoieda ; then, when the ashes had cooled, they
sought for the gold, but only found a small booty; so that
their avarice was confounded, and they returned to Cartha-
gena ill-requited by fortune.!

Niquesa, coasting along the shore, went westward to his

! The Spanish force consisting of four hundred men-at-arms; and, by
public proclamation, the two commanders forbade that any quarter
should be given to the Indians : men, women, and children were alike
slaughtered ! (T7rans.)
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government. Hoieda, also coasting, went two hundred
miles from Carthagena ; he entered the Gulf of Hurava, dis-
embarked his horscs, his artillery, and ammunition. He
began to build many houses, and made several forays among
the natives. The Indians, having already heard what the
Spaniards hunted for, threw pieces of gold and jewels along
the paths, and while they were picking them up, the natives
aimed poisoned darts from their hiding places, and so
wounded many. In the course of their skirmishes, the
Spaniards got into the midst of a tribe, and took prisoner
the wife of one of their chiefs. He came to the governor,
accompanied by some of his friends, and pretended he
wished to ransom her, offering to give whatever was de-
manded. When he got into the governor’s presence, he
spoke most bravely, and abused him, not only in words, but
also in deeds, for then he threw a poisoned dart at him.
The soldiers hearing a noise, ran in, and, closing in upon
these men, killed them and the woman too. The governor
was cured by fire of the poisoned wound in the thigh, in the
usual way, and the poison not being very potent, he soon
got well.

The Spaniards, seeing so much bravery in the Indians,
and their great courage in defending their liberty, by which
many of the assailants had been killed, and many more had
died of disease from the bad air, began to complain of the
governor’s having brought them to such a place, where, on
account of the numerous woods, they could not avail them-
selves either of their strength or their arms. But about this
time there arrived a ship from La Isla Espaiiola, laden with
men and munitions, which proved a great comfort for all.
Still the soldiers went on murmuring worse than before.
The governor endeavoured to comfort them, and to persuade
them to stay with a good will, since the Bachiller Enciso
would leave San Domingo with a great many men. DBut his
words had little effect, for they feared that in the end they
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should be eaten by the Indians; so a good many of them
contrived to escape in the brigs. The governor hearing
this, to avoid disgrace and not abandon so rich a country,
embarked in the ship that had last arrived, leaving Francis
Pizarro in his place ; promising to return with ‘men and
ammunition from San Domingo, and to do it all in fifty
days; but if he did not return they were to do as they
liked.

This was the Pizarro who afterwards, in company with
Diego del Magro,' found and conquered the large and most
rich kingdom of Peru. Hoieda with great trouble arrived at
La Espafiola, suffering much from his wound again, and in
a few days after he died in extreme pain. Two months
having elapsed without Pizarro’s hearing anything of Hoieda,
and constrained by hunger, he with the seventy remaining
Spaniards embarked in the two brigs, and coasted along as
chance led them, hoping to find some improvement of food,
and intending finally to return to San Domingo. While
doing this he was assailed by a storm, through which he
lost one of his brigs with all the people on board of her, con-
stituting the half of his men; and they saw a great fish tear
away the rudder? In this state Pizarro arrived at the
Isla Fuerte, where, going on shore to water (although he
made signs of peace), he was resisted by the islanders.
Wherefore becoming desperate, seeing both heaven and
earth against him, he was running along with the wish to
be wrecked, so great was the thirst from which they suf-
fered. But the storm passing away favoured him, for he

1 Benzoni, who scorns the trammels of orthography, spells the name
of this hardy warrior in all sorts of ways—as del Magro, il Magro, dal
Magro, Almagro—which last, being adopted in history, will be used in
the following pages. (Trans.)

2 The spectators were here influenced, perhaps, by seeing the vagaries
of that monster, the white shark (squalus carcharias), which attcnded
the wreck for other purposes than tearing off the rudder: to be sure, this
great fish is not at all nice. (Zrans.)
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met the Bachiller' Enciso, who was coming with a ship and
a brig, laden with men and provisions to succour Hoieda.
Pizarro approached him with great joy, and related all that
had happened, including the governor’s having given him
leave to go where he chose. The bachiller did not believe
him, doubting that he had left his commander through
some misdemeanour; but he regretted this when he after-
wards learned the truth, and ordered him to follow. Pizarro
entreated that he would allow him to go on with those
wretched and sick men to La Espaiiola, but Enciso would
not consent. Then the sick men preferred their prayers to
him, and wished to give him fifty pounds of gold, which he
would gladly have accepted, but was afraid of being accused ;
so thanking them, he declined it. Then he comforted them
greatly by shewing that they would soon get well on the
good provisions he had brought, their illness arising chiefly
from the discomfort and want of food that they had under-
gone. He thus approached the mainland near Carthagena,
and went on shore at Comagre to water: and knowing that
neither Niquesa nor Hoieda were there, the Indians let
them have water and anything else they chose from them ;
to the great surprise of all. The bachiller then set sail again
and went to Urana, the same place where Hoicda had
landed ; there, through the ignorance of the pilot, the ship
ran upon a rock, and immediately filled with water. “The
horses and cattle were all drowned, and the soldiers had
much ado to save their own lives; while every body was
in fear of dying of hunger. Enciso, thereforc, seeing the
ship and the provisions lost, and the soldiers alrcady reduced
to eat herbs and fruits which they found along the shore,
determined to march inland; saying that it was better to
die fighting, than disgracefully allow themselves to expire
of starvation. Thus starting with one hundred men, he

* Bachiller has a wider meaning than our word bachelor, signifying
also an inferior degree of knighthood. (Z'rans.)
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commenced his march; but they had scarcely advanced
four miles, when they encountered a body of archers, who
courageously attacked them, both wounding and killing.

Therefore, obliged to fly, they returned as well as they
could, cursing the country and the inhabitants that used
darts so pestiferously poisoned. Seeing, then, that he could
not get anything to live upon, he changed his mind, and
having heard from some slaves, that not very far from the
gulf there were some fertile plains, abounding in grain,
fruits, and other things for supporting life, he crossed over
to the opposite shore with a hundred Spaniards in the two
brigs. The Indians remained, at first, for some time looking
at the new people and watching the result of their courage ;
but perceiving that they wished to remain there and build a
house, they took up arms to dislodge them. Meanwhile the
bachiller made his arrangements, and without fearing their
courage or their darts, faced them, with the intention and
Christian vow of converting the chief’s principal house
into a church. They came to the onset; both sides fought
bravely ; but finally the Indians gave way and fled; on
which the famished Spaniards, gathering both strength
and spirits, cut them to pieces. Having obtained this vie-
tory, they entered among the huts, and obtained bread,
fruits, roots, and other things, on which they recovered
greatly.

Then they began to advance along the bank of a river
near to that place, and in a cane-break they found many
earthen vases, with covers and pieces of wood, containing up-
wards of two thousand five hundred pounds of worked gold,
which Comacco, the chief of that people had hidden there,
hoping to save it from the hands of the Christians. Nor
would it have ever been discovered had it not been pointed
out by some Indians, who, it is said, were forced to it by
torture.

The bachiller returned God many thanks for the victory,
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and called that place I’ Antica del Darien.t The Spaniards
were all greatly rejoiced at having found such a quantity of
gold, for without this they were never content. Immediately
the two brigs were sent to fetch the rest of the men that had
been left on the opposite shore. But they had not arrived
many days before they fell into dissension, for Enciso in
sharing out the gold was more partial than just. Mcan-
while Blasco Numez® di Valboa, a seditious man, with some
partizans, drew aside, saying that the jurisdiction of Hoieda
did not reach beyond Basso, that each man might be a
captain, and that they would not obey a dachéller, who ad-
ministrated not according to justice and the general good,
but for his own advantage ; that he had nothing but the
title of a literary man, for that he was truly a most wily
wolf. While Enciso and Valboa were contending in this
manner, Roderigo Colmenares sailed from La Espafiola with
two caravels, laden with men and stores, to go to the assist-
ance of Hoieda’s party, having heard that they were in great
straits. He reached the mainland in a part of the province
of Carthagena, and being in want of water, he anchored
near the mouth of a river, and landed fifty soldiers with
their arms, so that they should keep guard while the sailors
filled the water. As soon as the soldiers got on shore, they
began to stray, dancing and leaping merrily, as if they were
in a place of safety. The Indians seeing the caravels enter
the river, placed themselves in ambush, with their bows,
all about those woods, and in an instant assailed the soldiers
on the beach with such fierceness that not one had the
chance of saving his life ; they broke up the boats, and cven
threatened the people on board the caravels, shewing that
they longed to have them within their grasp. On which,

! Benzoni’s orthography is again defective : Enciso here founded the
town of Santa Maria del® Antigua del Darien.

* This is the famous discoverer of the South Sea, or Pacific Ocean,
hight Vasco Nufiez, (7rans.)
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Colmenares, seeing what cruel enemies the Indians were,
weighed his anchors, preferring to suffer a little from thirst
to going to die in the hands of such people; so he went on
to Urana, but finding only some vestiges of Hoileda’s party,
he was much shocked, fearing that they had been eaten.
Returning on board towards evening, he fired a gun to
announce himself, in case they were gone to some other
port; and thus the Spaniards who were at the Antica hear-
ing the report, and thinking it might be their governor,
immediately ascended some little hills and lighted fires
there. In the morning, Colmenares went where he saw the
smoke of the fires, and thus with great joy they met and
embraced each other ;' the one party famishing for gold and
the other for food; for the Indians having killed a great
many of them, the rest were afraid of their darts, and
dared not go to the villages to seek for food: they were
therefore reduced, half naked, to eat fruits and roots and
similar things.

Before I finish the account of the dissensions among the
Spaniards, I must go back to the adventures of Diego di
Niquesa ; for quitting Carthagena to go to his government,
he advanced with a caravel and two brigs, leaving orders
with the other vessels to follow him. They were proceeding
thus on their voyage, when a storm occurred one night
and separated them, so that in the morning the two brigs
only were in company ; and not seeing the caravel, being un-
acquainted with the country, and not knowing where to go,
they decided on turning back. They therefore approached
the shore, and coasting along near the river Chagres, found
the rest of the armament ; but no one having any news of the
governor, they agréed to go on together, hoping to find
him ; and when they had sailed about a hundred miles, not
wishing to proceed further, they cast anchor and sent a boat on

1 This fortunate event, the arrival of Colmenares at Enciso’s camp,

occurred in November 1610. (T¥rans.)
]
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shore with eight men, to scek for a good landing place. The
sea was high, and the sailors obstinate in wishing to stay
there, would push on by dint of rowing, the result of which
was that the boat filled with water, sauk, and seven out of
the eight men were drowned ; the other, swimming stoutly,
reached the land. The captains seeing the boat lost, re-
mained thereabouts till the weather grew calmer, and the
following day, as well as they could with the two little brigs,
landed the horses, the artillery, and the stores ; and elected as
governor Lope d’Olando, until Niquesa should be found.
So that the men should not entertain any hope of escaping,
he ran the ships on shore; though afterwards perceiving
his mistake, he had a caravel constructed with the wrecks, in
case of need. He built some houses, he sowed some maize,
he roved through some villages, but found them all aban-
doned, for the Indians from fear had all retired to the
mountains. These people, seeing no advantage in fighting,
did not wish to meet their assailants in open day, but trusted
to their being starved out by the nature of the country.
‘Whilst Olando was doing all this, there arrived three sailors
in the small boat of the caravel, having deserted from
governor Niquesa, who, they gave information, was in one
of the Zorobaro islands, without his caravel ;: and that he
had been wandering about the hills of that country, which
he found full of woods and ponds, eating fruits, herbs, and
roots, but did not meet with any inhabitants. Olando im-
mediately sent a little brig, and, on its arrival, the governor
embarked with his few remaining soldiers, and came to
his army.:

Niquesa now complained loudly of Olando, accusing him
of treachery in running the ships on shore, without troubling
himself to seek for him, just to usurp the government. Then
bhe made known that he intended to go away, but the

! This relation substantially agrees with that of Oviedo, except that
the latter throws more guilt on the shoulders of Lope de Olano. (Z%ans. )
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soldiers entreated of him to wait for the harvest, as it was
nearly ripe; he answered that he would sooner lose the
grain than his life, and he would not remain in such a
wretched country. Some say he spoke thus in order to
diminish Olando’s honour ; but if those who accused him of
this had seen that province, as Niquesa and many others
and I had done, they would not have suspected that he did
this out of jealousy. But not to detain the reader about this
horrid and desolate country, and not to go farther out of my
way, I will take him to a more convenient resting place.-
For my intention is to reduce my short history into as com-
pact a form as possible, to the best of my poor ability, so that
the more notable things that occurred in that country, either
seen by me or which have come to my knowledge, may be
duly arranged, and to relate my peregrinations in those same
provinces during fourteen years. First in the Pearl Islands,
in the Gulf of Paria, both on the eastern and the western
shores, Margarita island, St. John of Porto-Rico, the Es-
pafiola, and Cuba. Then returning to the main land, in
the governorship of Carthagena, and along the shores of the
Gulf of Vrana in Achla. From that place I crossed the
Southern sea to Panamd, which is called by the Spaniards
the Golden Castile, to Nombre de Dios in Veragua, New
Carthage, Costa Rica, at the head of Fondura in the Valley
of Olanchio, in the province of Guatimala, and Nicaragua.
Then I returned to Panama again, and finally to the king-
dom of Peru; besides visiting several islands, which will be
mentioned in their proper places.!

Niquesa then, having determined to leave Veragua,
embarked as many men as the caravel and the two brigs
were able to carry, leaving the rest to take their chance;

! This statement is valuable, as showing at once what our Italian
adventurer actually saw, and what he only heard of ; and though he
joined the marauding expeditions of the Spaniards, he was fully alive to
their barbarous atrocity. (7rans.)
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but he promised them, on his word, that the first good place
he found for colonizing, he would immediately send for
them. Still, as everything turned out ill, he could not do it.
He started and went to Porto Bello, so named by the almi-
rante Colombo, because a beautiful site on which to build a
city. The Indians, however, after destroying the greater
part of his men, forced him to re-embark, and he proceeded
to Capo Marmoro. Hoping for better luck in future than
he had experienced hitherto, he said to his men, let us jump
on shore in the NaMe or Gop (Nombre de Dios), and this
appellation has been continued ever since. He erected a
wooden house as well as he could, to defend himself from
the Indians who molested him. While Niquesa remained
here, the Spaniards at Darien were oppressed with labour
and privations, and were consequently discontented ; every
day increased their discord; for while some would have
Valbo as their governor, others insisted on having the Ba-
chiller Enciso. The soldiers of Alfonzo Hoieda, seeing that
affairs were in so bad a train, determined, in order to avoid
disgrace, to send to Veragua for Niquesa, so that he might
come and quell the sedition, and govern until further orders
were received from the king. But there was some conten-
tion about this; as the opposite party would not comsent,
until some good men, friends of peace, interceded; then they
sent for him, by commissioning Colmenares to coast along
with two brigs till he found him. He was at Nombre de Dios,
weak, pale, half-naked, and without provisions. Niquesa,
who expected anything but this unforeseen succour, em-
braced Colmenares with abundance of tears, giving him in-
finite thanks for so great a benefit, and, complaining of his
past unfortunate fate, related to him all the labours and
trials that he had undergone in those countries. Colmenarcs
now informed him of the reasons that had induced the
people at the Antica to send for him. Then he consoled
him, bade him be hopeful and of good courage, for he was
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going to a very rich country, and what he had lost in times
past he would now regain in the future.

Thus Niquesa embarked, with seventy-five Spaniards, all
that remained to him of his army. On the voyage he im-
prudently abused both the bachiller and Valboa, and many
others ; showing that he would punish them, deprive them
of their posts, and take all their gold, since they could not
possess it without his leave or that of Hoieda, as the king
had given them the title of governors, not only of one pro-
vince, but of all. He also said other things which occa-
sioned his ruin: for the moment they reached the Antica,
some Spaniards hastened on shore, and notified to the
town-council the words he had uttered, and the threats
against them ; wherefore the greater part being enraged to
oppose him, obliged him, when he had scarcely landed, to
embark again with his seventy-five Spaniards ; and disgrace-
fully, with very great cruelty and abuse, they were thrust
away from dAntica. Thus Niquesa very dolefully departed,
and, coasting along shore, landed in one place to get water,
where the natives killed him and his companions, and then
ate them ' And this was the sad end of Diego di Niquesa
and his army of Veragua.

No sooner was Niquesa gone, than the seditions of Antica
recommenced, and rose to a greater height than ever; till
Valboa, seeing his party the strongest, took the opportunity
one evening, when Enciso was at his house, of seizing him;
and, accusing him maliciously of having exercised the office
of judge without the king’s authority, confiscated his pro-
perty. The bachiller could not show his royal diplomas,
because he had lost them when he was wrecked in the Gulf
of Vrana. But after keeping him in prison for several

1 This, no doubt, was the belief which obtained on the spot; but
Oviedo and others raise a doubt as to the manner of the imprudent
Nicuesa’s death—whether he perished by famine or by the Indians.
(Trams.)
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days, Valboa released him ; and seeing that he was preparing
to go away, had him entreated to stay as his principal judge.
This Enciso angrily refused to do, and went back to Spain,
carrying with him a full statement of his complaints against
Valboa. This he presented to the council of the Indies,
whe