
How to form a photo-hunting 
group? Or how Wiki-
photographers can get 

organized? 

Following the footsteps of Mao

Deror Avi Lin, 
Wikimedia 

Israel

deror@wikimedia.org.il



The Elef Milim Project

• 48 photo hunting tours
• First tour – 26 January 2007 (i.e. over a 
total period of five years)

• About 10,000 free images uploaded to • About 10,000 free images uploaded to 
commons



“Elef Milim”?

• “Elef Milim” =
• 1: "a thousand words" - a reference to the 
proverb “a Picture is worth a thousand 
words”words”

• 2: "a thousand miles" - a reference to “a 
journey of a thousand miles begins with a 
single step.”

Originaly a quote by Tao Te Ching,  – but made famous by Mao Zedong before his long march



How did it start?

A group of wikipedians found out that the main articles about the german colony in Jerusalem, and additional articles about buildings in the colony has no images, and decided to meet up and take images. One wikipedian who is a tour guide volunteered to guide part of the tours, and others with books about the subject agreed to guide to other part.



What is the purpose of the project?

• It is a “Wikipedia Commons” project.
• “Wikipedia Commons” is a repository of 
images = there is room for many images of 
the same building.the same building.



What is the purpose of the project?

• The tours are a community building device 
• More articles will be written about the 
locations visited



Where?

1. The German Colony 
2. Tel Aviv Zoological Garden

3. Mishkenot Sha'ananim

4. Rehavia

5. Mount Scopus, Kidron 

6. Haaliya and Allenby 
Streets in Tel Aviv

19. Neve Sha'anan

22. the German Colony of 
Carmelheim and the Bahai Gardens

5. Mount Scopus, Kidron 
Valley and Gehenna
7. Katamon

8. Nahlaot
9. Talbiyeh
10. The Knesset

11. Eastern Jerusalem
12. The Jewish Quarter
13. Holy Sepulchre
14. Ein Karem
15. Mount Herzl
16. The Lower Aqueduct in 
Armon Hanatsiv

17. The Weizmann Institute of 
Science

18. Mount of Olives

19. Neve Sha'anan

20. Beit Govrin Area

21. Great Makhtesh (Makhtesh 
Hatira) and Mamshit

23. Mount Scopus

24. Kfar Etzion



When?

• Once a month
• On a Friday 
i.e. not on a workday
(Saturday/Sunday…)(Saturday/Sunday…)

• Make sure – not on an “event” weekend, 
or part of the “event”: “Open houses”, 
special tours weekend



How to start?

• Find a tour guide
• Find an area with relatively few pictures in 
commons/ articles without picture

• An area with Wikipedians nearby• An area with Wikipedians nearby
• Publish



How to find a guide?

• A fellow wikipedian



How to find a guide?

• A group of volunteers (touring “the wiki 
way” (non professional)



How to find a guide?

• A volunteer guide (be bold in approaching)
• A joint venture with a local council or 
municipality (you want pics in Wikipedia –
give us a tour for free)give us a tour for free)

• A hired guide (paid for by local chapter or 
by the touring wikipedians)



Where to tour?

• Start with cool places



• Go to cool sites
• Buildings
• Museums





Where to publish?

• Village pump
• Notice board
• Email
• As a rule – not in the ‘site notice’• As a rule – not in the ‘site notice’
• Unless it is a small language Wikipedia, 
with very few wikipedians, and a target 
group lives near the tour site



Who’s project is it?

• It is a commons project
• A “meta” project
• It is not a “Wikipedia” 
project –project –
Meaning:

• Blocked editors/ trolls 
may come (no legal way 
to stop them)



• Visit places without articles – the purpose 
is many free pictures

• (Note: Articles may follow)



Have a wiki project page



Register for tours?

Good to see the number attendingTo wait for people lateTo inform people about time change or about location changeBut not nessecary



Group photo



Tour page on wiki



A category and a template in 
commons





Have lunch



Meet Local Artists, Community 
Leaders

Yiftach S



Instruct on local copyright laws 
(FOP, privacy)



Questions?



• All images – Uploaded to commons under 
CC license as part of the project

• Credit – Deror Avi (unless stated 
otherwise)otherwise)


