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What war preparations were pushed?

We were surrounded by Britain, America, and the
Dutch. Preparations for an attack at any time by
them were pushed.

wioat preparations viere made of an offenslive nature
duriiz that period?

—

The nature of the preparations was defensive,

Wwhen were the first steps taken to prepare for any
of the four offensive operations which later were
executed, as you have stuted?

Preparaetions of a defensive nature were begun from
the time of the 6 September conference,

Reg.rdless of the Question of whether they were
offensive or defensive, is it not true thut prepara-
tions for the four attacks, thet you heve previously
referred to, were pegun imnmedictely after the
Inperial Confer:cnce of 6 September 19417

No, not at all. From the time of the Impsrial
Cornf'erence of 6 September 1941, we did not know when

we would be attacked by England, Americe, and

Holland, therefore preparations to resist atuack

were planned, It was not until after the lImperilsal
Conference of 1 Dezember 1941 that the various sur-
prise attacks were plenned, Strategically, Japen w:s
on the defense; tactically, she was on the offense.
Japan was surrounded by much greater forces than gche
herself possessed. The big picture was that of de-
fense, In actual fighting, she attacked./Read

beck to the witnescs who agreed as to its correctness./
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In cornection with the four operations, which you
have mentioned, who gave the .rmy and Navy Chief's
of Steff orders 1n connection therewith?

The orders were 1ssued by the IZmperor as Couuander-
in-Chief of the .rmny and Navy or the advice of the
Lrmy Chief of Staff snd the Nevy Chief of oStaeff. These
have the responsibility of assisting the TlLrone

eand, by virtue of this responsibility, go to the
Emperor with orders prepared and sk for hils assente.
When this 1is given, the orders sre given to

the Army coumenders or, in the case of the Navy,

to the Cormender-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet.

The responsibllity 1s that of the Army Chief of Staff
and the Navy Chiof of 3taff from first to last.
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Or vhose advice do the Army and Navy Chiefs of
gtaff write and present such orders tO the Emperor?

The Chiefs of Staff have section chiels under then,
The scetion chiefs draw up the plans and, if aporoved
by the Chief of Staff, they are presented to the
Enperor. This is an importcnt matier. The Imperisl
Confercnces coie in here. For example, wi:n the
Iaperiel Conference of 1 December decided upon war,
the Chiefs of Staf? then prepared the orders and
took them to the Emperor for approval and the

cabinet also made various preparations.

Do you mean to say that Ino astion had been tauken oY
orders issued relative to the four operations, which
you have mentioned, until after the Imperial Conference
of 1 December 194172 Do you understend the cuestion

fully?

I urderstond the cuestion all right. The nationeal
will for war waes decided for the first time on

1 December 1941. I do not believe, as Premier,

that «ny orders were issued for war previous to that

time.

The guestion does not refer to orders in connection
with war, but to orders or action teken in connection
with the four attacks, Were such ord«rs given or
sstions taken before the Imperial Conference of 1
December 19417

I believe, as Premier and as War Minister, thet 1t

is unlikely that any orders were 1issued in connection
with those four attacks previous to the decision for
wer that I heve mentioned., I believe tha*t it 1s
imnprobable thut orders were issued to carry out these
attacks prior to the natiornal decision for war . /Kokka
no serso ishi no kettei zen ni kogaki jisshi no
meirei wo desu hazu nashi to shinzu./

Do you meén to say that everythiug in connection
with those four attacks, including planning,
deploynent, and execution, took place within the one
waek following the Imperial Conference ol 1 December

1941%

With regard to their execution /jisshi/, 1 do.

As for plans, thet is something else, Every national
state has & plan of defsnse. This plan is revised
from time to time in accordance with the situatione
There wes a great desl of tenseness just belore the
Imperial Conference of 1 December 1941, The
situction wes changing all the time and the plans
were cpanged aozordingly, but the orders for
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execution of those plans, I believe, were notv
iscued until after the decision for waT.,

Whot about deployment?

You must remember that there were other objectives
too. The (Civina Incident was 1ln progress and there
were troon moveri.ats in connection with the

joint de’ence of Jrench Indo-China. For t hose
purposes, a voarlety ol dispositicns were reculrede.
However, the coirying out of attaucks agalnst
Bngland or Amaiica would not, I believe, have
preceded the decislon Tor wal. Defens=s agelinst
posz1ible Prit ish-Anerican~-Dutch attacks &lso

had to be thought of in connection with t he netional
plan of defense, 1 think that the attacks agalnst
England, oamsrice end Hollend would probably have-
to have followed the decision of 1 December 1941,
+hich expressed the ncticnal will.
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