Witness Richardson " Questions by: Mr. Mitchell

Ezto difficulties of entry, berthing and departure of large
;: ships.
! "(4) Congested and restricted operating areas, in the alr

¢ |and on the surface.
|
. recreation and housing.

"(5) Inadequate facilities for fleet services, trainins,

|
|
|

"(6) Prolonged absence from mainland of officers and men

i in time of peace adveraelﬁ-affeots‘monale.

"(7) In case of war, necessary for fleet to return to

f:mnbilization.porta on West Coast or accept partial and unorganigzed

d ¥ UHyYMN

ilmobilization messure rasulting in confusion and a net loss of

MV

"tima}“
Shall I continue?

Mr. Mitchell: Yes, I think those &re pertinent.
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Admirai Richardscon:; "If the disposition of the fleet were

| determined solely by naval congiderations the mejor portion of
i the fleet should return to its normel Pacifle Coast beges because

' such basing would facllitate its training and its preparation

' for war.

i1f factors other than purély naval ones are to influense
' the decision a8 to whare tThe f1eet should be based at this time,

| the neval factors should be fully presented and carefully con-

| sidered, as well as the probasble effect of the decision on the

recdirese of the fleet. 1Ir otter vords, i 1t more jmportant
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- by basing the fleet in the Hewaiian area, than to facilitate
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to land strength to diplomatic representations in the Pacific

its preperaticn for active service in any aree by basing the

wh. joo part of L% on noemtyl] Paciflc Coast bases?

"In case our relations with another Pacific nation deterior-

ate, what 1s the State Departmentis conception of our next move?

Doss 1U believe that the fleet is now mobilized and that it
could embark on & campaign directly from Hawaii or safely con-
duct necessary training from the insecure anchorage at JL.ehaina

which 1s 2,000 miles nearer snemy submarine bases than our

. normal Pacifi Coast bases?"

Mr. Mitchell: Shortly after that you mede a visit to
Washington, did you not, Admirsal?

Admiral Richardson; I digd.

Mr. Mitchell: Do you remember wher you reached here and
when you left, approximately? You were here on Qgtober &,
wvere you not? .

Admirel Richardson: Yes. At 07:07. On 7 October. I

talked with Stark, Nimitz, Knox. That was my second visit to

- Washington. I came at that time because the Secretary said he

vanted to talk to me. I arsived. I found that they wsre con-

sidering increasing the strength of the Asiatic fleet, which

wvas under the command of Admiral Hart. And while here I lunched

tith the Fresident. Had a long talk with him. I saw Dr. Stanley
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Hornbook of the Depertment of State, who wvas at that time, if

.l my memoxy serves me correctly, the advisor of the State Depart-

¢ | ment on Far Ee.stom affairs.

o | Mr. Mitchell: In your interviews with the Secretary of
1

+hs Navy and Admiral Stark, did you take up this questlon with

- |l them of your objectlons, the objections that you just stated,

' as to the basing of the fleet In ine Hrvaillan area? 3

i~
-

D || Admiral Richamdar:z ; I Think not, because 1 had given & q

memorandum to the Secretary and fully stated my views GO him.

e S —— ————————
[

E i 1 had sent & copy of it To Admirel Stark, who was thoroughly
% o | familiar with my vievws. And I had sent a copy of part of 1T
:_ I 1‘% to Dr. Stenley Hornbeck .of the State Department who knew what
: B! i I thought. So, if I remember gorrectly, I did not talk gbout
,4. 15 ;i thaet with Admiral Stark. 1 talked primarily aboutb detaching
ﬂ 1G I} zhips from the main fleet ToO atrenétMn the Asiatic fleet.
(3) 13 | And the first day I arrlived 1l was .auddenly gonfirronted

iz 1, with the fact that 5,000 sailors had landed on the West Coast
i
T [ to be turned over to me and I had to find some means of getling

.o | them out to Hawaii. So I had to take a carrier, I think it

| was the SARATOGA, and use her to transport the men that 1 was

|| unable to scecommodate in ships that had come to the Ccast with me. '

' ootober 8, 1940 you had lunch vith the President and with

. overnoy Leshy at 1:00 F.H. Do you remenber Yhat?
l
W

l

!

¥ :

o0 '; Mr. Mitechell: Well, the white House records shovw that on

|

!

I
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Mr. Mitchell: Governor Leahy or Admiral Leahy? ¢
Admiral Richardson: Admiral William E. Leahy .
‘ Mr. Mitchell: He was then Governor of Puerto Rico.

| Admiral Richardson: ves. We did not go ToO the White

1
|
.
¥
|
|
1

| House office in company.- 1 Was invited by the President through
;: t‘he Chief of Naval Operatlons to lunch at 1:00 o'clock. When

' 17 arrived there 1 found Admiral Leahy there.

Mr. Mitoheil: Will you state in your own way, Admiral,

¢? blasy pwiters wg have been referring to?

Admiral Richerdson: The President talked to Admiral Leahy

tion
member little of what was said, but I heve & vague recollectl
that one subject under digscussion was the question of houeing-.
The President asked Admirel Ieehy his opinion about

l
)
i‘- ,
“ recollection i8 that
i{, s_trengthening the Asiatic fleet and my

!

' ; st
| Admiral Teshy said thet whatever you sent out w11l be lost,

i* therefore I would send the least valueble oogbatant ships we

l

! have, the 7,500 ton cruissxrs, put I recommended, 1 personally
L'

' as
i recommended that none pe sent. A declsion to send none W
i
‘;" reached .

1!‘. Mr. Mitchell: Admirel Leahy had been Chief of Neval

g

: ’ @Q
| Operevicns previously:

o homand capl !
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Admiral Richardson: He had besn Chief of Naval QOperations.
| He was Chief of Naval Operations when I was the assistant.
Mr. Mitchell: Then prooceed, Admiral, with your statement

ol ¥t coasurred there.

Admiral Richardson: The following statement, because of

its 1mportance, I have vwritten out. I wrote 1t out several

- —— = -
- e e e I S

' weeks ago when it appeared certain, in my mind, that I would,

unfortunately, be called before this committee. And with the
- permission of the Chairman I would like to read this statement.

The Chalrman: Yes.

. ————— — g s ————
— m—— - = . — - .

Admiral Richerdson: Which I prepared in the quiet of my

N 7d 9 davy A

home, where I could think and refresh my memory to & meaximum

extent poessible.

i
; |
|
|
|
|

The Chairman: You may proceed, Aimiral, to do thst.

& O 'NOLDNIUSYH

Admiral Richardson: I took up the question of returning

to the Pacif'ic Coest &ll of the fleet except the Heawaiilen
; detechment.

The President stated that the fleet was retained in the
Hawallaen srea in order to exercise a restraining influence on
i the actions of Japan. I

I 8tated that in my opinion the pfesenoa of the leet in

' Haweli might influence & civilian political government, but

' that Japen hed a military government which knew that the flest

| was undermerned, unprepered for wer, and had no train of
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auxiliery ships withouv which it scould not undertake zcgtive

oparations . Therefore, the pressncs of the fleet in Hawall

| eould not exersise 5 restraining influence on Japanese action.

. 7 further stated we were mora 1ikely to make the Japaneassd

g

.;‘ fzel that we msant busineas 1f a2 train wvere assambled and tas

fieset -returnsd to the Pacific Coast, tThe complomapts £illed,

- |

the ships docked, and fully supplied with armunition, provielons,

; stores and fuel and then zstripred for vsr ‘0pera¢tions ;

The Fresidsnt seid in effect "Despite whal you believe,

T ¥now that the presencs of the fieet in the Hewallsn &I'6&,

nes had, and 18 now heving, a rostrining influence on the

. - i

r l
‘ « o i dctions of JE.pan.“
? T said, My, President, 1 3t£i1l o not believe iU and [

fll
| §

| know that our fleet 1s disadvantageously d
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isposad for preparing
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- , for or initiating war oparatimxs."

-
s, |

]-' The Presideat then said, "I can bs aonvinoeﬁ_ of the

desirability of returning the battleships to the West Coast

-
- " &
. - L - .
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1f T can be given a good statement which will convince the

|
11
e
|
|
!

. American people and the Japaness Government that in bringing

' t
! the battleships toc the West Co2se We are not stepping backwards ‘

This is embarrassing.

- — —

! | iater I asked The president 1f ve vere goling tc enter

' ¢he war. He replied that if the Jspanese aiitacked Thaliland,

4 ¢ ' et Tndl e would not
or the Xi'e Pen’nsula, oO¥ ~he Duteh Best Indles ¥We W
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enter (s war, that if they even attacked the Philippines he
:. doubted whether we would enter the war, but that they could
not always avoid meking mistakes and that as the war continued
=and the aree of operations expanded sooner or later they would
| make a mistake and we would enter the war.
!&- Mitchell: Does that complete your statement of tThe
cpnversa"cion?
Admiral Richardson: That is about all of 1%.

Mr. Mitchell: Do you want to adjourn?

The Cheirman: Four o’clock having arrived, the Chalr
| thinks we might recess until 10:00 olclock tomorrow morning.
(Whereupon, et %4:00 o'cleck p.m., & recess vas taken

until 1.0:0Q olclcek &.m., Tuesday, November 20, 1945.)
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