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JOHN MUNSIOW WILLTAMS. . e =
a2, = N

I am NX 12296 Lieut-({ol. Jonn Munslow Wililams. I aa Ca0s 2/2/¥Pione=
Battallon. I 'ms captured in Java on J March 1942. I was thon under ih.
command of Brigedior Rlackburn. After my capture I went to Garoet, Java.
for a short time and then 4n April T went to 10 Battalion Barracks at ratavia,
whore I remainod until 8 Qctober.

l-.-tilllliiililltl

What Lappened in Qctober? #c were taken frem tho camp, put on a ship ard
taken to Singaporc. In that party were 1500 officers and other ranks.

-ttrtliiiinti--lili

Of that 1500 the maj ority were Australians, but there werc some Dutch and
some Americans. We reached Keppel Parbour Singapore on 11 October.

When did you arrive at Moulmein? 23 October. Frem there we went by train
30 miles inlamd to Thanbuyazat. There I met Brigadiocr Varloy. He had the
headquarters of No.3 Group Thailand Prisoncrs of Wer Camps The Japanese
Coammarder therc was Lt=Col.Nagatomo, ard the Australian Commnder, of course,
was Brigadiar Varley. W were therc for two days and left on 29 Dctober
with 884 men and went to Tenyin. That force of 88) men was known as
Williems Force. No+3 Group undcr Brigadier Varley comprised Anderson Force,
Williams Forece, Black Force, Ramsay Force, Grecn Force and two Dutch Camps.
No«3 Group did the work on the Burma half of the railway line, later on being
helped by Nos5 Group. Noe3 Group compriscd about 10,000 men, the bulk of
whom were Australians, with a few hundred British, Dutch and Americans.
Brigadier Verley told me T was taking my men to do rallvay construction. T
did this wark with My men on railway construction.

After that line was completed, were you able to observe what traffic was
passing on it? Yes, for about 12 months. The traffic on the linc canprised
Japanese troops, Japanese equipment, including guns and Japanese stores to be
used in the forward area.

Which way werc they moving? They were all moving north. The trains coming -
back were practically empty. Some of them had on a few Indian railvay
workers. Some wounded came back on the trains.

That was the position over the 12 months you observed it in operation? Yes.

BY HIS HONDUR: I suppose they wrere using the line against Iord Mountbatten?
Yes, it was onc of the main supply routes,

BY Lt-Col.STEPHENS: ‘Iow long were you at Tanyin? From October 1942 to
March 1943. Then we went back to 26 %ilo Camp and joined up with Anderson
Force. We then became known as No.l Mobile Camp, and remained as such until
Qecanber 1943.

'Gi-litnqr.-t'ii.'..

Ware you present vhen any canplaints were made to Lt-Col. Nagatamo?  Yes.
We had a conference in Tanyin Camp and anothcr conference in base camp.
Quite a lot of camplaints were put to him, but I do not remember one case
in which he did anything or rectified any matter that we complained of.
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What about foodldX = a8 mostly rise and the issut ms cbout 1420¢ 2ur AR,
Wc would got somoc nCal. smotines 14 woul'd be Tresk meat ond samGyviioe o
would be spicoa weak ov Jviod nexth. m occern cacc it uss detiniicly wuacf-
cquate. owr vuop<haolas cousisted mostly of padiy aelons, = TGy SUGCY joTus-

oes and leavus oo colicgwed 1von the j 1¢C. Some% imecs they would give us
b 2

bamboo shoots. Very littvle sugar was jssucd, little salt and on rarc occas-

jens we had some tca anmd a little oil. Tho oil consisted of 5 gallons for
800 men for thrce wecks.

pDid tuc Jepanesc prescribe a ration scale for the prisonars of war?® YcSs.

Did you get rations in aceordance with that scale? Mo, they werc always
shorts Wec complained many timcs about the short rations and thcy said we
were getting full rations. I5 was impossible for us to prove that we werce
getting short rations; becetise we had no scales. That was the answer we

got.

pid the Japanese hava the same food as your men?  Io. If wc got one c¢cCv
into the camp, thcy ould get half of it. Our strcngth at that time was

about 1500 men and their strength was about 30. Thay would cut the cow in
half and they would get the hind guarters and we would get the forequartcrs.

They would take the brains and teil and such things.

Have you personally seen a beast cub up in that wvay? Yes, on numerous
occasions. '

BY HIS HONOUR: + vwould be the sizec of the beast? Thoy were very small.
In Burma the cattle are very small and weigh about 100 to 150 lbs. Some-
times they dress like shecp.

BY IT-COL. STEPHENS: ‘Was that food sufficicnt? No, my men were hungry
all thc time. I was always hungry. We would drcam about food. That was
the main topic of conversation.

what ration would sick men receive? Theilr rations were reduced. I think

they got asbout 50 to 75 per cent of our ration. 1In actual practice we gave
them whatever we could. They had the same, if not more than wo did.

Did you ever have to cat bad meat? Yes, many times.

4 B " "8 & h g a B abEash

ACCO I ODATIO: Deal with accommodat ion zcnerelly sncakin~ over the whole
pariod? Durin; the vholc period we werc in bamboo and ataap huts. “lost
of the huts were built in wron: nlaces and durin: the et scason quitc a
number of the huts were coverod in rud.  The ground itself was covercea in
aud . where ves a nlatfora in cach hut to slecp on, with the cxcevtion of

so.ac mts chich wore uscd 28 cattle huts for the housing of cattlc. in
these huts the floors wcre covered with manure traapled into the mud. e
had to build slecpin; nlatforms in thesc huts. Jornetiaes we would have
rivers of wmmter ruiiiin- ri-ht throu:h the huts, Our camps were always
ri~ht on the bani or wvery close to thec river. ‘e had to build 2ll our own
xitchens. Very rarcly we rTound titchens builvg. "c 7ere travelling from

eaan to canp and sach time we hed to build & new kitchen.

Jere you ziven any cquin.eat by the Jenancsc to cnablc you to build? Ib,
nothinz in thc my of baamboo or ataap. '
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Oor tools? MNo, very for %cols. he %ocls we hod we stole or hourat (Ldidi {

the natives. ‘
<

Give an exmrla xS0 Srepcvowdirg? t 131 Xilo aw) 1 @ #0086 45 4030

by 9 Toet 22 U.R'c or 20 CfFieurs fw.i o he Loused. por s Jirst b

there we hed *c ="li LD 6l) nih avh there was o rosl. They proudused 86ae

ataap later on ant w: b « .-f‘::-J"' o:1 it, but we still hed to build bunls n

that space to get the mmen in. J3 were jjotl ellowed to use the nien to ao

that, but had to do i1t in our sp..ro tiac. "t ware not siven any vools.

That was onc bay.

Jerc other Lays it the same sunn occuplcd by Jeancss?  Yes, tho Japanese
had the samec size baya and oy hed tluree in each bay. They ccmplained
.cbout the overerording in thcivr hu%s, tut tiwgy hal only tlarce in the spacoe
where we w7erc compcilel to put 23. Tiey 3aid they could act zive us conv
more rocid and they were svorsrogicd too
u---unq-a;--a-.--tu-
BY II3 iDIVUR: ‘Tt was ¢t hyzicne lilke ferriblec. ¢ had to dis our
| o7n latrines. In one zcom I the wet scasca 3ou would ~o don five or six
inches and you wouls strice smber. Tn saac caces e had to build them up
| nichor than the roumd. i1 swic caiupa it 72s impossihle %o Jdiz or do any-
thing at 21)l. ™z wca knzr tasy weuld bo thners oxly a few days amd they
| went into the junglo. Jcu zculd not ace the round to dixy it was just
nud or water. Jeothing was cever ziven to us in tae way of tools.

Y Lt=Cols ST PICISE v did the vet gseason affecet the clothin: of the .
P nen? Tran cbout [ay to October they never had an onnortunity to dry thea-
| sclvecse In soiz instances they were workins for 36 hours :ithout a Lreak
| and tacn the breal s7ould be onec of five or six hours only. Thcy would gct
threc meals in the 36 aours.

BY IS 'DiDUR: Did you ever hecar of a 72 hours stretch of work? 1o, 36
hours 7as the longest T remcabor.

“hat was thec reason ziven for workinz the men 36 hours? A bridse washed
avay ana they said it had to be fixed. That was not the rcason. They
siaply 'ept thew out Therc on the job. They could have Tinished it a lot
qQuicker than they did if thcy had woriked theaselvos. Thacy siaply took thea
out one woi'ninz and licpt th&a out all the time. It w7as normal to et up at Iﬂ
5 or G o'clock in the mornin;, that is, Jaoanese tiue, and ey would not |
get hoae berore midni-ht. They would then et threce or four hours sleen
and be out azain. The breal: they ot was not emoush to catch up. The men
wvere canin; in too exhausted to I:Qf.:n ~oinz. Al T0ll cell in the mornin

you mould Zind turec cir four dead in their huts.

—— e —

SY Le-COL. 5T 27 1%:  “hat was the sosition in respeci of boots ia iie wet I

season? Thay haa wery Tew boots. The onl)y beots issuad wors . out in no |
vinc or were toe sazll for then.

L N A N N N T N T
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Nid you get an issue of blanizets? Te aid get sone thin Japanese blankets
that did not last any tine. Quoting fraa my diary, we —ot ar issuc of 265
blankets for 8C4 :men on il Jam=ry 1913,
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Deal with the medical situation? uccordin; to iy diary, on 18 January
193 our strength was thea 778 men. A\t that stage nonc had died in % .=
jungle. The diffcrence in the muibers represcnted the men who had b~
evacuated baclk t¢ Thanouyazat. The bad tine so far as the health of th.
nen vas concerncd starived tvthen the et season comienced in avproximately
jay 193. On S izy 7e werc at £0 ilo Caap. “'e werc ordered there to
occupy huts fran which dead natives were being carried away.

sea a T ren e ae piop -

On 27 .ay one of Cblonel .nderson's men died. On 29 “ay the Japanese
doctors diédgnosed cholera. .+......... At tarat stage it was raininzg daily.
Fraa that time on e had nunerous deaths.

7omld you zive the fisures, showinz the final result in Jecember 19437

\ly clerk checked up on the munber of deaths - casualties on the line -

and found that 23 per ccnt of our 384 had died, or a little over 200. At
that -stagc the Japanese ordcred the sick to “anburi. Out of the original
384 they left 35 nen., — Sode of those rema inin~ were in hosnitel at the
time. -

hat 414 thosc wen dic of? ilelaria, cholera, dysentery, tropical ulcers
and malmtrition.

B WA F A PA S a8 s

3Y L™=-COL. STPHTIS: hat was the nenaral situation 7ith recspect to
ned ical supnlies? Totally inadequate. Te could nevar get enough medical
sunplies to treat the iwen in hospital. They gave us a2 little quinine,
but that ran out in Junc, I think.

Did they zive you dressings for the ulecers? 1Mo, very fey. Jame ulcers
vere very bad and stretched froa the knee right down to the fcet. At the
& 14Hlo Camp “&jor rantz perforaed an operetion on ™te. Brodribb, whose
ulcer 'vvas so bad that it was necessary to amputate the leg. The only
instruacnt he had at the tine was a hacksaw taken fran the railway and a
jaciz knife.

BY IS HONOUR: 0Did he have anaesthetic? e had a local anaesthetic -

a 1ittlec cther. .lost of the opecrations on that linc were done at 55 "ilo
“ospital. It was & jungle hospital. They were done by Zolonel Coats, who
was at Imkompatom *ospital the last I heard.

aY LT=COL.oT. P 3 shat 7as thc noraal treat.aent for tropical ulcers?
The treat.aent of tiac bulk of the ulecers yas to scrape the uleccr out 7ith
a spoon. . had a little sulphanilamide only.

BY 4HIS HONOUR: Did yau usc anything on then? 7D0.

You never saw salt beins uscd? No, T do not remember sceing it used. Tt
may have becn. e tried puttinz blow flys and :1azzots into the ulcers to

eat up the rotten flesh. That was successful in somc cases, but not in
all. | |

S8 8 & % & 8 " BB L A B B

BY HIS YONOUR: DNid you make any representations to the Japancse about

the state of your edical sunplies? Yes, nany times, 7ith no result
whatevcr. ‘ o
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lere gick nen mnage Lo gork? Yeo Tho Jepanase wovld hold a siclt rorada tn!
force the sick nen cuv to work

P E® » ® & & T » 7 & . r

1epe steps takewl by Lae smusacds aad engioesws Lo speed un vae vatc of ol k
Yes.. It was mazidv doae by boatings il bzacco rods azd gieccs of Tiuber oo
steel rods. Thoy tawehw us Ly this acans hoy to Jay fhe lins.

7hat did they do with tnc scecl reds? Beat the aen over the backs. ¥ or
instancec, one 1an drove in o spiite crooikcd and he had his jaw broken. ‘le wes
a chap naaed dllu. yhac happhensa in my campe He w2s brought in ong T sav
hin with a broien jam.

-9 # % 8 "™ 8 a g TA S Qe

a

injur;'f;;n boetingss It 3o herd to »uaard, ae it is vo long azo, but we did
have :acn comin: in fraa the ich budly beeten with shovels ana in on2 inatanee
a man was hit —7ith & thwee pocund haaxwer. ke vas hit on the side of tho head
because he aadc saie little mistulce or error in thc building of a bridge. ik
wvas put into “bspital and cventually recovered.

& % A8 % & BP® 8 % 8 8 & "8

BY II=COL. ST 1T 3o you lmown of any othir sasae »f uer sulferin; paysical
3 3 c

7111 you zive scveral cxamples of disciplinary mcasures taken egainst jyou

part icularly? One mas in October 1943, when I refused to allow the sick to
unload the train. Ope japamesc suard attaclied me with his bayonet and rifle
and beat ae up ane la%car on I wvas taken to the headauarters and beaten up
azain. On another oceasion Y hai to siand outside the suard house. T do

not now the reason for that, but T think it —os because I would not apolozise
for scaethins T did not do. T stood thore for 26 hours.

Did you receive any fool or imter over that period? lNo. I started et 11
o'tloeck that ni~ht and wonc throuzh that nizht and throuzh the next day and
throush to the neXi morning. I was only relcased bceause I had to move the

Canp to amother site. T was told T would have to stand there until I apolo-
gised.

Apart frou that, did you receive any other beatinms? Ves, nuncrous beatings
rizht Zhroush She whole »eriod. They were beatings mostly with banbos and
rifle Mtz znd fists. The beatinss warc aainly administered by "orcun
guards. I ccuild not sive their namos, but could zive the nick nancs w2 had
for 108t ol thel. I could identify then quitc casily.

& B % 2% = b » 4 4 B 57 = W 000

Did yut: =ce any zter bzaten while they wers sick? Yes, on severa: occasiong
the guards wallked tarousl. the Tos»mital anmd everyovody who did not stand up and
salute were belted while lyins on their bzds. On one occasion I witncssed a
beatiiy of & poiicnt lyinz on his bed and the man died '-ithin two days of that
beatinz. Pie. (ri, the onc called the sicd™a Trooper, adninistered that beat-
ing.

BY EIS 101DUx: That dia the beating consist of? /ith bamboe, and they would
pick up anythin, that vz2s handy and belt a man. That instance I mentioned
haprenad in &4 ¥ilo Cemn durins a search. Thc man happened to be lyins on a
piece of wiie =nd “e. Ori was scarchinz od he said that the man yme foying to
hide the niece of wire. He belted nim thare and thcen. The man was in a vexry
low condition at the time and T a2 sure that hwastencd 1is death, because he
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