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: RS SEE S,
EERRR Iwm I(mg appmedta thc‘wnterofthjbllmng
‘pages, ‘that the receivers of the Christian Revelation.are deficient
in” gratitude, " especially in.that dagres ‘of this heavenly vintue,
which should lead them to acknowledge, and to retwrn’ thank-
Sully, the multiplied obligations which they owe to their highest,
their principal, but invisible benefactors. Under an ardent de-
sire therefore to restore the operation of the above virtue, he has

introduced those benefactors urging their various claims, by

announ 1‘_amLpartzcularl‘t/ to Christians, the
multipli :atural and :pmmal both temporal
and ete: 'ays are, in
the continual act,of orehouse, to
increase the :urrg"qf‘i » introduced
them as ultering the iberality, i
some ins ] and in most

not returned with that affectionate sense of the high value of
their gifts, which those gifts are calculated to inspire. Let the -
reader then peruse the pages before him in the spirit in which

-«



PREFACE.

they were written, and with a view to the blessed end which they
were designed to promote. Let him consider that the sole inten-
tion. of the writer i3, to draw aside .the vail which separates
between this world and another, that so mankind may discern
clearly who are their chief and most bountiful friends, what is
their high quality, what they have done, and are still doing, for
the service of men, and may be thus led to make a suitable
return for all their disinterested and unmerited kindmess. The
writer will then be perfectly satisfied, and not think his labour
lost, if he shall have proved instrumental, under the Divine
Providence, in recalling a single Christian from the great and
oryng sins .of thowghtlessnets and unthénkfuluas; and espe-
cially. if: what ke had\wriltes iy ezeite in. any. hvman bosom o
Mwl m\af \the nyi-ul debt due (o the vauu Funxx
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CHAPTER I S
IS L TTLIN B N ; ' ' .
ﬂcatmg‘qf tthwme Ongm aud ngmty qf tlte
MEMORIALISTS, and’ of the bencfits which, in all
I ages, Iﬁey m cmgfe:wd o/ llﬁmlhmk and. .mll‘

uwgfer, . . EN n T

ot , ' .o . Lit v! .1. . . .
THE humMe Memorial of Lovn and Tnu'm to
ofF Qhiristians: . 6o 0 )

. 'Showeth,: Thatf yoar Memorlahsts deemug it
vight to, prefer our present complaint, and to. im-
plore relief, humbly hope that we shall stand ex-
cused, and not. be ‘taxed seither: with arrogdnce or
vanity; if ‘Wé introducs!-du¥ :petition 'by=a : brief
accohut. of burbelves,:of due :divineorigin and dig-
hity, and also of' the lively intérest we havié alwsys
taken in promoting, -to:tNe ytuivst of bur power, the
best happiness of mankind, by condueting! theni to
the highest-degree of wisdom and vittue.: We. wish
ititherefors; in-the first place, to be well understood,
thav:weiare of ‘most: Wigh awd ‘holivurable birth,
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being descended from the GREAT FATHER of the
universe, and always.acknowledged by Him as His
legitimate and beloved offspring, who never offend-
ed, oriare capablé of offending, against His DiviNe
MaJEsTY.

2. That we were present with our FATHER at
the creation of the world, and that from and by us
the heavens and the earthwere originally formed,
together with all the indefinite variety of their won-
derful contents, whethet agimase or inanimate, so
that there is neither animal, vegetable, or mineral,
in creation, but what bears the stawdp and impres-
sion of onr most holy energy and isfluence. .’/ -

'3." As all things weve'originallywrauted' from- and
by us, so they have ever since been preserved from
and by vs, and are still preserved, preservation be-
jog :propérly continusl creation. ~Shonld we there-
fore withdraw ourselves for a moment  from:; the
works -of! creation, in .fhat: moment all things must
pesieh, .and be’ radnced agnln to -their: pnmmve
chads: ar: 1bnentity. . Y Y I |
:0 4..:F0- vs, therefoss . manktnd e ndebted& Md
ju all sges'haws:been indebted,: forall the comforts,
canveniencer and ; gratifications 'of . the; woarld . in
which. they. Jive. W8 supply. them . dectatly and
silently, with. tbeir datly bnead. Even the clothes
shich’ they wear, whather for ornasent or use, are
ghe fraiws apd. ;proofs of ouR. hounty, ., All the hary
mMonies t00, Hubsisting between their;senses and ‘the
@bieets of creation, ‘are produced by. us,.insommch
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that every beauty which aflects and delights the
eye, every modulation of sound which enchants the
ear, every fragrance which imparts to the smell it's
delicious odours, together with all the other gratifi-
cations of taste and of touch, are so many additional,
but. positive demonstrations, not only of our conti-
nual power and presence, but also of our unbound-
ed and most ardent desire to impart bliss to all the
families, and to every individual of the human race.

- . 5. In our hands also are all the bonds and delights
of social intercourse between man and man, under
all his several relationships, whether as a husband,
as a father, as a son, as a friend, or as a citizen. For
wE tie the knot of all pure conjugal love, and im-
part to that. love it’s sacred and supreme felicity,
which, . separate from our ‘influence, is quickly
changed into infelicity. From us also descends the -
vital warmth of parental and filial affection, together
with every domestic comfort thence resulting. - The
Joys .of virtuous friendship too are ours, and wg
continually feed the flame of that endearing recipro-
cal attachment, by which two become as it were one,
and each sees and loves himself in the other. Nor
are WE less zealous and active in .making good citi-
zens, by instilling into the bosom of every member
of society that spirit of generous patriotism and dis-
interested love of his country, which, whilst it binds
him powerfully to the discharge of every social duty,
imparts at the same time the highest possible remu-
neration by the assurance, that in. promoting his
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country’s welfare, be is at orice exercising the high-
-est act of Christian charity, and of political security.

6. After stating the above signal bLlessings and
‘benefits, which we have the happiness of communi-
£ating continually to the children of men, it may
~ perhaps appear a small and trifling consideration t6

-add, that all the more important arts and sciences,
“which tend either to embellish society with their or-
naments, or to strengthen and improve it by their
usefulvess, are oUR .beloved offspring, and our’s
alone. Markind indeed are in general unwilling te
allow this, from a delusive imagination that every
art and science is tbe production merely of their
own skill and ingenuity, independent of our’s. But
surely it may be allowed us to ask.on this occa-
sion, What is human skill and ingemwsty ? 1Is it
* any thing but what men derive from a power supe-
rior to themselves? Is it any thing therefore but
what has it's hidden source in us? For separate
from Love, how can man apply Aimself to make
any discovery ? And separate from TrutH, how is
_ it possible, with all his application, that he should
make it? The philosopher therefore, the historian,
the orator, the poet, the painter, the architect, the
navigator, and even the common mechanic, if they
are wise, must be forced to acknowledge that they
owe every thing to us, since without us they have
neither the power to think, or to express their
thoughts, still less the power to invent and to im-
. prove invention.




HEAVENLY MEMORIALISTS. -9

-~ 7. Bat what, above every other consideration,
makes manifest the purity and extent of ouRr benefi-
cence towards mankind, and therefore demands the
continual tribute of grateful acknowledgment from
‘the subjects of it, is the power which wE never fail
to exercise, . of elevating the thoughts and affections
of the children of men, out of and above themselves
and the present world, to: contemplate the glory,
and to rejoice in the consolations of another world,
and of the Gop who reigns there. It is true indeed,
and a truth which. should never be forgotten, that
every individual human being derives from us both
all the real comforts and real securities of his {em-
poral existence. But how unreal would those com-
forts and securities become, if they were limited to
& lransitory scene of things! What a bitterness
.would be infused into the cup of every human j joy,
Jifit’s end was seen, and seen fast approaching! Our
DiviNg FATHER therefore, in His adorable mercy,
‘hath been pleased to.impress His stamp of immoy-
tality on the souls of men, and to prepare\aworld of
eternal blessedness .for their ‘reception and enjoy-
ment; and He hath besides invested .us with the
power of opening an interior communication between
all His children," and that. eternal inheritance for
which they were created. Do men theu,_at.any
time, raise their ‘contemplations to a future state of
‘being and of blessedness ? Are they capable, and do
they exercise the capacity, of offering up their pray-
ers and supplications. to the CrREaTOR and Pre-
B
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SERVER of the woniverse? Do they find delight in
-thinking about God, and especially in the idea and
‘hope of recovering His blessed image and likeness ?
Dao they thus assert the dignity and spirituality ef
their natures, and their consequent superiority over
the brute creation, which never did, becanse shey
niever could, either think about Gop or be affected
by the thought? They then have a clear convincing
-testimony in their minds, ifthey would attend to it,
-of our cotitinual presence, abode, and operationin
fthe iamest centre of their being. For witheut oon
iaid, it would be as impossible for a man to look up-
wards towards his MAk£R, as for a beast or a stone
to-doso. It appears indeed to man, until he be ia-
wtracted to the contrary, that he can direct his
thoughts towards Gop by 4is own power, indepen-
-dent of any higher assistance. But it ought well to
‘be ‘considered, that this is merely an appearance,
and 'that without Go», or, what is the same thing,
~wikhout 'us, ‘the presence of- Gop can be no more
‘ween, or ‘felt, orapproached by man, than'the pre-
‘sente of the suh can-be seen, or felt, or approached
‘Without the sun, Now it is'a well known:fact, con-
‘firmred by-every day's experience, that the sensation
which every mah hath of the sun’s light and heat.is
‘from ‘the sun, and 'not from himself; for.if the sun
‘did not shine, it would be absclutely impossible that
‘either’his ‘light should be seen, or his theat felt, or
himselfapproached ; and by parity of reasoning, 'if
‘Gop dil not shine, oy, as it is iexprepsed in His
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Beok of Revelation, did not send out His light apd
truth, and thus impart those heavenly principles to
man, every atterapt on the part of man to see and
be affected by, and approach Him, would be ajto-
gether vain and fraitlesa.
- 8- What the sun of the natural’ world then is to -
the bodies of men, that qur HeaveNwy FaruEen.in
to their souls; and what the heat and light of tha
sup dre to corporeal sense, that we are to the higher
erispiritual  sénses of the intellectual mind. Fou
" Love is spiritual heat or warmth, and TruTH i%
dpiritual light or brightness ; and as without natural .
beat and natural light, it is impossible to suppose
that nataral life can exist for a moment, in like man.
ner, without ouR spiritugl heat and spiritaal light,
it is eqnally impossible that spiritual life, whichis
_ the life of mian’s soul or spirit, ‘can for a moment
bave either origin, being, or blessedaess, . . -
9. Let us not then be charged with vanity, or
with any fond desire to sound our own praises, and
~ ¢xalt our own - merits, when we declare, that from
the beginning of creation to the present period, ‘it
has been 6UR constant unwearied endeavour to raise
the minds:of men from natural life to- spiritual ; by
opening their affections and thoughis: to the contem.
plation and enjoyment of spiritual and-eternal ob-
jects; by convincing them of their immortality ; by
presenting to their delighted view all the bright and
durable realities of the' etérnal -world ; by bringitg
them acquainted with their Beaveniy Faragx;
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by making manifest the extreme vanity of every
temporal object, which would impede their progress
to their true bliss; and finally, by rendering them
thoroughly sensible, that they can never attain real
bappiness, but in proportion as they attach them-
selves to imperishable goods, and pursie them with
the ardour ‘and perseverance, whlch their mﬁmte
1mportance demands.

. 10. We therefore were present with ﬂre first inha-
bltants of the earth at that happy period, when the
ALMIGHTY saw -every thing that He had made; and
behold it was very good, (Gen. i. 31.) We prepared
their paradise, and planted in it tke TrEE oF LiFE,
together with tke tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. ‘WE gave the command, that they should not
eat of the latter tree, and warned them of the fatal
consequences which would-result from their disobe-
dience. In like manner, and for'the same purposes,
we are present still with all the generations of. man-
kind ; and in: the bosoms of the humble and the pe-
nitent we- sill prepare and. open: paradise, stil
planting ‘in it the TRee or Lire, (Rev.ii. 7.) toge-
ther with she tree of the knowledge of good and evil ;
and still atter with a-loud voice the admonitory cau-
tion, not-to eat of the latter tree, -the tree of death:
For. wheresoever wE are, and are cordially received,
there is paradise ; there too is the TrxE or Lire,
whichi is nothing else but the love of our HeavenLy:
Parner ; and there too is the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, which is nothing else but the capa-

-~
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city, on the part of man, of separating his self-de-
rived intelligence, from that love. It is therefore an
eternal law of prohibition which we still impose on
_ all oar children, not to eat of this latter tree, since
to separate Anowledge and intelligence from it's Sy«
PREME and ‘DivINE Source, is to separate man
from his MAKER, and thus to plunge him into the
most terrible of all deaths, the death of the soul. .. Is
it asked, Why then did we formerly, and why do
we now, plant this deadly tree? Or why did we
formerly, and why do we now, permit the possibility
of man’s eating of the deadly fruit,.and thus of losing
paradise ? . W.e wish to reply, that it was absolutely
necessary for-man’s bliss, that he should be created .
in a state of. freedom, since without freedom happi--
ness ‘is not happiness. .. Bat a state of freedom im-
plies, that man is. free, either to refer to his Hea-
veNLY FaTHER all that he enjoys of life, of know-
ledge, and of bliss, humbly confessing it to be the
perpetual -gift of His AporasLe MEercy, or to re-
fer it to himself, and thus to regard it as:his own
property, independent of the Divine Giver. This -
state of freedoui therefore was figured, andis still
figured by the .two- trees, -the tree of life, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, instructing
man that he was and is free to -eat of either, but in-
structing him at the same time,. that as eternal life
and blessedness was and is the sure consequence of
eating of the- former tree, so. eternal death and: mi-
sery was and is the sure consequence of eating of
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the latter tree. Let Us not then aay longer be.
blamed for planting in paradise tAe iree of the know-
dedge of good and evdl, but rather let our kindeess
and our wisdem be, in this instance, highly eom-
mended, since by that trtee it was desigued, not
ouly to instruct man concerning his freeddm, but alsa
to'point out to him, by the mast striking figure, and
to warn him by the most significant language, of the
dangér to which he is continually expoded, of ex:
alting himself iw his own fancied intelligence ahove
Gop, His love, His wisdom, and His kingdom}
and thus of dyiag the most .terrible of all deatlw,
a death to all that ia holy, wise, dud happy ia the fa-
. vour and kingdom of the Mos? Hien.” ' - o
- 11. We might now proceed to show, and this dqq
without vaiiity or ostentation, how we were presens
with Nokh and his family, from the time of their eny
traoce into the beavenly-constracted ark, to the day
of their happy deliverance frow the tetyible destrac:
tion which threatened: them, (Gea. vi. vii. viii. ;) how
we derived the plan of the wonderful theee-storied
kfe-boat, with it's sighificative dodr and window; and
how when it rested on the appointed mountain, and
the emblematic dove, with her olive legf, announced
the ceseation of danger, and the retarn of tranquil:
lity; we- btought forth the happy and grateful fa-
nily, inspiring them with. a new song of thankful-
ness to their Diving Prorecror. It miight farther
bie recorded in our fayvour, haw ws called Abram
Jrom:liis coundry, and from his kiwdred, snd from his
Jather’s house, unto a land that we would show him,
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(Gen. xxi. 1. ;) in like manner, how wr saved righte-
vus Lot and his family from.the overthrow of So-
dom, ‘Gen. xit. ; and again, hew WE exalied Josepl
over the land of Egypt; and finally, brought up
¢he children .of Israel out of. ghat Louse of bondage,
that.they might go 'up and take possession gf the
&lessed land of Canaan, far their eterpal inharitaneg.
‘We might then show, that. all these wondrous. works
were figures also .of warks infinitely more astonish-
ing, which. -we still perform every day, and every
heur, amongst thie children - of ..man,  whilst we pre-
pare for some a: socure wrk in the mercy and love.of
their Heavenry FATHeR, and thus deliver them
from that most destructive of -all floods, #he flvod gf
ungodliness and exror, (Psalm xviii. 4. ;) and whilst
we.call.every.one, as wgE once called Abram, jfrom
fhis -counsry, his fandred, and .Ais . jfather's house, \in
other ‘words, frem ithe guidance and governmemt -
. both-of histhereditary and actunal evils, to the Jaud
of peace and righteousness mhichiwe show dim; and
avhilst we thus wauld rescue evéry ane, 3s WE ance
rescued Lot and his family, from.that mest awful
and perilous of all fires, the fire .df concupiscence
and .disorderly appetites, burning iin, and consuming
the little ¢ity of his own.interiormind and affections ;
and lastly, ‘how wa still labour :to.exalt Josep/ over
the land of. Egypt, -or, to speak: withput aifignre,
how . we. aye still .urgent to-place the natwral mes
under the rule.and dominion uf the, spirituglman,
and thus, by the process of regeneration, . condugt
thehumble anrd jtie penitent out of ithe: botidage of
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‘mere natural appetites and affections, to rejoice in
the liberty of the children of Gon, communicated
and secured by the mild influence and peaceable go-
vernment of ccelestial life, love and tranquillity.
We still therefore divide the waters of the Red sea, to
let the redeemed pass through ; and we still bring
swater out of the strong rock, and cause manxa to
‘descend from heaven, for the sustenance and com-
fort of our children in the wilderness.

' 12. -But leaving these subjects, and many othars
counected with them, to the consideration of those,
‘to whom the present memorial is more particularly
addressed, not because the subjects are uninterest-
“ing, but because points of still bigher importance
call for attention, WE shall hasten now to demon-
strate our tender regard for mankind, and the assi-
duity with which we have always endeavoured to
promote their best happiness, by appealing to three
distinct and memorable cases of our. providential
interference and beneficence. The first of these
cases relates to that wonderful book .called the
BIBLE, or SACRED SCRIPTURE, or, as it is other-
wise termed, the WorD or Gop, which is now,
and has so long been in the possession of mankind.
The second relates to the manifestation of Godin the -
JSlesk, or to the union of the divine and human na-
tures in the person of Jesus Cuarist. The third re-
lates to what we have done since that period, and
are still doing, to promote the eternal well-being of
all the children of men.

-13. Wk shall begin with the ﬁf:t of these cases.
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CHAPTER n o

: Lo R S COS IR
Treatmg o/' the Worb or Gob;' révealed, from! Heai

ven, for the Salvalwn o Mainlkind, !hroug‘b the
' mstmmentalzty qf the Mnupngxuls'rs ok
- RS B R B SRS I j
Your MzmomALis'rs are ‘an'kious” to’ mtke" it
imown, that had man contmued to’w’alk in commui
siion with his Gon, and” w:th us, accordmg to thé
first order of his creation, ! there would thén havé
been rio ieed of the wyitien WoRb? or 'Gop, to teach
him his duty, because he would’ then liave‘bebti
taught by a dictate of heavenly lové’ in fils own bo:
som, guarding him agalbst all evil, ‘4and présérvmg
him in allgood. " But' when" man fell from commit:
nion with his Gobp, throug'ﬁ the mordmate love of
himself, which led him td suppose ‘that his'lifé was
his own, “or self-derived, ‘and consequently inded
pendent of Gob, thus 'that’ hie wab 'as Gop, (Gétfi -
iii. 5. 5) and when, at ‘the samef time, "he ddmitted
into himself the mordinate love of the world wliidﬂ
began to occupy both his thoughts and aﬂ'ectlbdé
more than the things of heaven and the concei'ns ‘of
eternity ; it then became necessary, in ordér td*pfe-
vent his entire destructlon, that a written Taw should
be given him for his’ gmdance anddirection. ' For
the interiors of hlS. mind began‘ now to be'closed, iit

c .
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consequence of his love being turned outwards, and
not inwards, so that the light and love of heaven, or,
what is the same thing, wg, could no longer gain
admission, and lead him, as we had been accustom-
ed to do. This was the ground of the significant ques-
tiag] proposed on the occasion by the ALmieHTY,
when. He: called to his offending child, and said,
Adam, where art thou? (Gen. jii. 9.) For it is evident
from this question, that the state of Adam had under-
“gonea change, and that he was no longer such as bie
had been before, on which adcdunt Gobpis represented
as not knowmg where he was, in like manner as it ig
written in the Gospel\, that He knoweth not nlmocc
the vm:ked are, (Luke xiii..25, 27) to denote that
all ¢vil is as it were out of His sight, because it is
opposed to Hls essential goodness.  But how infi-
nite, how. astonishing and incomprehensible is the
mercy of the Most Hieu! How inexhaustible too
are it’s stpres, wh:ch no transgresslon can ever drain,
apd which; so far from being dried up, seem rather
toacquire an increased stream and overflow from the
.pe;vprseness and follies. of oﬂ'enders' When Gop
therefore ¢ could po longer lead wan, or rather, when
manno longer suffered himself to be led, by the spi-
5it of heavenly Love and TRUTH, operatmg by an
interjor way in his own bosom and Jife, according to
the first order of his creatnon, then a new mode of
jmstruction was adopted and thus a new medlum of
salyation was provided, .accommodated in 9very
respect to. ,the ‘n(_epe331‘txes of-map, and calculated at
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the same time to display in brighter colours both thé
mercy and the wisdom of Gop. Such is the Rz-
VEALED WORD, or SACRED SCRIPTURE, called the
BisLE, a Book containing wonders, which no tongué
can fully express, and which no thought of man,. or
~ even of angels, can fully comprehend For thaﬁ
Book, properly speaking, is nothing else but the
ErerNaL Worp, which was with Gop, and was
Gop, (Johni. 1.) and by Wthh the heavens and the
earth were made, (Psalm xxxiii. ,6 Johni.3.) em-
bodied under the form of history, of precept, of
titual, and of prophecy, and thus brought down in
it’s letter to the apprehension of mankind, so far as
INFINITE can be brought down to what is finite: In’
that astonishing Book therefore Gop is ever pre-
sent, and ever speakmg. or disposed to speak, with’
men, and in whatsoever mind His divine speech is’
received and cherished, it never fails to open hea-
ven, with all it’s purities, it’s sanctltxes, and it’s bliss.’
Bat divine speech, like the speech of man,consists
of two distinct parts, an external part, or’it's out-'
ward expressions, and an inlernal part, or'it’s in-*
ward-purport and meaning. This internal part again
may be distinguished into a fwo-fold character, com-’
prehending in it the two grand component parts of’
all rational speech, viz, thought and affection. ' For’
as, when a wise man  speaks, those two principles
never fail to be present, and to form and dwell in his '
speech, as the soul is present, forms and dwells in '
it’s body, even so, when the ALM1GHTY.speaks, He «
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must of course be supposed to speak both from
thought and affection, and therefore those two prin-
ciples must of necessity be present, and form and
dwell in his speech. But the principle of thougit, as
applied to Gob, is His divine wisdom, and the prin-
- ciple of affection is His divine love, and therefore it
is to be concluded that DiviNe Love and Divine
Wispou are unitedly present, and form and dwell
in the whole SpeecH or Worp of Gob, and all it's
parts howsoever minute.

.14. From the above counsiderations lt will evis
dently appear, how much mankind are indebted to
vs for the ahove wonderful Book and it’s rich con-
tents, since without us that Book could wever have
been written. 1t will be manifest also, that we con~
stitute the very life and son! of the heavenly volume,
and that the outward letter is only as a vail or cover-
iug, containing; conveying, and at the same time se-
curing the precious treasures of our inward presence
and favour. . Whensoever man therefore approaches
the H.ow Boon with a humble and devout heart, and
from a real desu'e to understand it aright, and te in-.
corporate into his life all it's heavenly precepts, wz
never fail to be present with him on the interesting oc-
casion : W inspire him with the love of the ETer-
NaL. TruTH, and make him sensible of it’s heavenly
snd inexhaustible delights: We convince him that
his everlasting well-being depends entirely .on.the
measure and degree, in which he comprehends and
praetises the precepts of the Aumicury.: Thusby
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degrees we uavail ourselves to his enchanted sight,
and. introduce him into .our more immediate . pre-
sence, o. bekold. .our. fair beauty, and to feed upen
onr,dalntles. . Nor doth he behold and feed in vain,
for as he forms bis intellectual mind according to our
light, and his voluntary mind according to,our love,
w E raise him put. of bis natural defilements, and open
again to. him the gates of paradise. Tug TREz oF
Lire is again.seen in the midst of the happy garden,
and together, with.it the tree of the knowledge of good
and em"l,:, 1t is however .our coustant endeavopr to
guard him against the ‘poisonons and deleterious
fruit of this latter tree, that so- he may perpetually
feed upon. and 'be nourished by the wholesome and
hfegnmmg frait of the former, -

; 15. WE cannot guit this interesting subject of the
Wonn oF Inspirep WispoMm, without adverting to
two remarkable cousiderations attending. it, which
eminently . digtinguish the Sacrep Vorume from
all ofher books, whatsoever, and.demonstrate at the
same time it’s divine origin .with an evidence irre-
sistible. ‘The first, of these consideratiops is, that
itis written according to-a peculiar law,- called she
law of corsrespondence, or the agreement established
at. creation: between - things; natural]. .and things spi-
zitaal, by vistne of‘which agreement things natural
are.forms, or.images and representations.of the spi-
ritual things from.which, they' detive their birth, and
areaccondingly.applied by the ALaicaTY to express
those;spiritual things. - Xt would be gndiess to enu-
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merate all the several cases of the existence and
‘operation of the above law in the Hovy VoLume,
and yet it may be necessary to advert toa few, in
order to explain our meaning. Suffice it then to ob-
serve, -that when the GREAT Saviour calls Himself
a door, a vine, a shepherd, a way, a hght &c. &c.
‘He expresses Himself according to that law, and
consequently establishes it's validity,- since it is evi-
dent that a door, a vine, a shepherd, away, a light,
which are all of them natural objects, are applied by
the D1viNe SPEAKER to-express spirifual and divine
things relating to Himself, which could neverhave
been the case, unless some eternal agreement or cor-
respondence had subsisted between them. Again,
the parables spoken by Jesus CHRist are further
most convincing and satisfactory proofs of His con-
tinual reference to the law of which we are speak-
ing, sinceit is evident that uader the natural figures
of seed, of wheat, of tares, of leaven, of treasure
hid in a field, of a merchant-man, of pearls, of =
husband-man, of a marriage, of a feast, of a losé
sheep, of a lost piece of silver, of a vineyard, &c. &c.
(see the parables througheut,) He is ever endeavowr
ing to call the attention of His hearers to those eter-
nal, spiritoal, and grand realities of Himself and oft
His kingdom, from which all natural things derive
their existence, and which consequently they are-
fitted to -express. - In like manner throughout-thef
prophetical Books of the Old- Testameut, which:
were all of them written vinder our immediate influ!
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ence and dnspiration, it must be evident to every en-
lightened . mind, that the names of natural objects
are applied : to -desiguate: spivitual. gues, as:the fol:
‘lowisig passage, amongst a thousand gthers’ which
might-be, mentioned, may serve to demounstrate,
t¢. Thou shalt ‘\also suck the mitk of the Gentiles, . aud
shalt suek. the . breast of  Kings: +For §rass I will
bring gold, aund for iron I .wilk bring  silverjand
Jor:wdod brass, and for_siones: iron)" (Isamholx
16,119)) im. which .words :spiritual-blessings are'mas
nifestly described by. matural . figures and:images: .
Thas the language of correspondicnoe is:the; lans
gunge . of Gop Himself,- whi¢h:sthmps:: His HovLy
Wiorp with: such .an essential- charactéi of Divie
NiTY, apd of :marked.discrimination fiom all.other
weritings, - ¢hat. if; mankind «weald:- only open- their
eyes, . or. suffer them to.be opéned, to behold: it's
brightness, they. would want no-other argument to
convince them, that.in the beginning was the Wory;
and the WoRrp. was . with: Gon, ;and 'Gon was the
Wmm, (Jabni. L) oy e AR
16..The other conslderatxon, to whach e heére
ad.vert, s that of theimaryinge of . héavenly poud and:
keavenly truth, which pervades thi indpired volume;
and which equally with the feregoing,  tends to prove
it’s divinity and spirituality. - Doth it appear strange:
to ‘speak of ‘marriage, .as; having'.existente in jthe:
Book.of . Revelation.? It ‘can.ionly - appear so to:
those, 'Who bare niever been at the pains to: consider
attentively thenature of all apeech, and especially. of
D1viNE SpeecH, which is the WorD or Gop. For
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such consideration would soon. enable every one to
see, that in all speech, whether buman or Divike;
thére mustbe twb distinct principles, viz.. affection -
dnd ¢hosght, and that without.the' conjunction of
shose principles there can be no speech. - Speech
therefore is nothing.but the .owtward expression of
those principles, or a kind of embodying of them, for
the pnrpose of communicating and imparting them
toiothers. Thus whensoever man spesks, be as it
were embodies his affection and-thought iwsuchl lan-
gnage, as:is best adapted to: convey them to the un¢
‘derstandings. of those ‘with whom ‘he is conversing.
In like manner when:the ALMIGHTY speaks, ‘He too
embodies His. DiviNng ArrecTiON and: Tuovoné,
~ which: are the:same with His Divine Love and
Divaine Wispom; .in such languagb as is best
adapted to convey those blessed and holy principles
to His creatures, whether atgels or men, for theis
eyerlasting instraction, purification and bliss. ‘This
is what the GrzaT REDEEMER so emphaticilly
taoght when He said, « The words that I speak
unio you ave spirit, and are life,” (Jobm vi. 63.): for
by SeiriTis evidently to be anderstood His Divine
Waspon, or what He calls in another place the Sp1~
»ir.or ‘ThurH, (Jobu xiv. 17.) and - by Lireis as
pleialy meant His Divine Love, since this alore is
properly Lire. Accordingly. in the Sacred Scrip=
" tares throughout, this ‘Aeavenly marvriage, or-this
conjunction of DiviNng Goop and Diving Tavrmy
ar of Diving Love and DiviNE Wispoy, is marked:
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even in the letter, ahd this in a mauner so peculiar
and striking, as to leave no doubt in the well-dis-
posed mind of it's. existence and reality. Hence
originates what has indeed ithe appearance of fawfo- -
logy to those who are not well-apprized of the nature
of DiviNe Seeeck; but which isip fact nothing else
than thé résult of the above marriage, or conjunction
of two divine and heavenly principles: Thus ia the
sacred writings throughout, two expressions are fre-
quently cothbined, which have appareatly the same
meaning; a8 brother and companion, poor and needy,
waste and desert; wvoid ‘and emply, enemy and adver-
sary, sm and zmqmty, anger and wrabh; nation. and
}kaple joy and gladness; -mourning and weeping,
Justice and’ Judgment, sickness’ and disease, &c, &,
‘when yet one ekpt\essfon 'relates more to the princi-
ple of good, or to it’s opposite, and the other more to
the principle of truth, ot ivdopposite, and both united
point to the heavenly' marriage, of which. we are
speaking, ot to it’s opposite. Let any one read only
with due dttention the sscond psalm, and if he be.un-
der any dégtéé of -héavenly -illumination, he will bé
convincédat oncé, from it’s peculiar séyle and coms
pbs:tton, that it is written according. to the marriage-
law of which we are speaking, and demonstsates the
divine origia of that:law. For in the first.verse he
will read of nations - dnd people, and, of the former
raging; and 'of ‘the latter imagining .a vain:thing:
it the second - verse agdin he will find the kings:of
the earth: setting themselves, and the rulers taking
D



26 .° °  THE TWO

counsel together: In the’ third, he is exhorted to
“break their bands asunder, and not only so, but to
cast away their . cords from kim: Inthe fourth, the
ALMIGHTY is described first as laughing, and se-
condly as kaving in derision : - In the fifth, the same
ALMIGHTY first speaks uséo them in His wratk, and
secondly vexes them in His sore displeasure : In the
ténth, kings are admonished to be wise, and the judges
-of the earth to be instructed. But how unaccountable
and mysterious is the ahove language, unless inter-
preted according to the law of which we are speak-
ing! For, separate from that law, why should
mention be distinctly made of nations and peaple,
~and what. can be the ground of that distinction?
‘Why are the former too said. ta rage, and the latter
to imagine a vain thing? What is the difference
also between kings and rulers, and why are kings
said to set themselves, and tulers to take connsel toge-
ther ? What is the difference again between bands
and cords, and why are the former to be broken asux-
der, and .the latter to be cast away from us?. What,
lastly, is the difference between laughing and kaving
" 4n derision, between speaking in wrath, aud vexing
¢n sore displeasure, between kings, who are admo-
nished #0.be wise, and judges who are admonished
20 be instructed ? Tt is necessary then to resort to a
~ spiritual interpretation of the above words, agree-
. able with the law under consideration ; and if so in-
“terpreted, how intelligible will they -be found, how
edifying, how worthy of the DiviNE SPEAKER, and,
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how convincing in regard to that conjunction of the
Divine Love and Divine Wispom, which enter
into the composition, and form the very soul and life
of the Sacrep VoLuME ! :

17. The Worb oF Gob, then, isas a beautlful andA
fruitful garden, or paradise, abounding, like that
of Edep, with every tree that is pleasant to the szght,
and good for food, (Geu. ii. 9.) and in which wE
may be seen and found at all times. walking, and are
seen and found by the humble and the penitent, con-
ducting them by the hand, opening their intellectual
sight to the bright knowledge of the Most HicH,
guarding them against the delusions of the serpent,
elevating them into the region of pure joys, and by
degrees introducing them into that magnificent pa-
lace of the Kine oF : K1Ngs, even into it’s marriage
chamber, to live and dwell with Him, and.his bless-
ed children to all eternity, in one life, one glory, and.
one umntermpted fehcuty
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CHAPTER III.

Treating of the Manifestation of Gov in the Flesh;
" which was effected by the instrumentality of tw
' Memonalzsts

: 18. Your MzemoriaLIsTS now feel eager 4o
proceed to the second..case proposed for considera-
tion, viz. the manifestation of God in the flerh, .ox
the union of the divine and husan nalwres in the pers
son of :Jesus. Carist, from which sgain will be.exiy
denced ouR.tender regard for the human race,. and
the ardour: of . that affection . by, which WE:ayre condi-

"nually_endeavouring .to promote their happiness.
For it ought never to be forgotten. by menkind, that
we were intimately concerned in the above manifes-
tation, since it proceeded entirely from Love, and
was accomplished by Trurh. Both the coming
therefore of the GREAT SAviour, and the result of
His coming, or that glorious redemption and deli-
verance which He came to effect for sinful men, are to
be ascribed to us, as the instrumental and operative
causes, under our ETERNAL FATHER, and in con-
nection with Him, of promoting both.—But, for the
elucidation of this most interesting of all subjects, it
is necessary that we take a distinct view of some of
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the particular points, or parts, which enter into it’s
gmral composmon , : f
19, Yet itis not-without a severe pang of sorrow
apd, commigeration, that we proceed to be thus mi-
nulg, by developing the great Work of Redemption
ip the detail, since snch detail necessarily leadsto a
.congideration of, the state of the human, race at the
time, which required the e:gtraordmary mterference
of the ALmIGHTY and Us.to remedy and restore it.
And what could be more deplorable than that state ?
‘What ,eye'cim contemplate it, and not run down with
" water, because men keep not the laws of God? For at
that period all the families of the earth ranked un-
der:one or other of the tyo distinct classes and cha-
raeters of men called Jews and Gentiles, and it is
difficudt to say, which of the two had most separated
‘thewpelves from the life of .heayen. The Jews in,
deed bad ove advantage, that they were in posses-
sipn.of the. ;ypl,umq of RevEALED W;anM; or the
Wporp or -Gop, and thus had.the opportunity, if
they would have profited by it, of attaining to the
kuewledge of Gop, and of becommg wise unto sal-
duiton,. But this advantage.they, converted by theu‘
folly, and wickedness,: into. a dlsadvantage, smce
with the. Worp: o Gob in their Agands, and on thexr
fps. they had the mordmate loge of themselves and
of the world ;in their hearts, and, t,bns by Imowmg;
#héin Loro’s wsll, and: not . doing. it, thgyu Blnpge;(%
themselyes into. . more, ferrible destruction, anid
wexe t0.he beaten with move striges, than if they had
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not knownit all. The Gentiles, in the mean time,
were immersed in all the delusions and defilements
of a gross idolatry, and notwithstanding their ex-
traordinary attainments in worldly wisdom, the cul-
tivation of arts and sciences, the external polish-of
their manners, and even a regard, in many instances,
to the laws of civil justice and equity, yet they re-
tained not Gop in their knowledge, and accordingly-
became such as they are described by the A postle,
“ being filled with all unrighteousness, fornicution,
« wickedness, covelousness, maliciousness; full of
“envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity,” &c. &c.
(see Rom. i. 28 to the end.) Thus an universal
destruction threatened the whole earth, since whem
the knowledge and acknowledgment of the Tro®
Gonb is lost, allis lost, and man is no longer a many
but a wild beast. Heaven too, in such case, is.sé-
parated from the earth, and mankind, living no
longer ander the influence of heaven, plunge them-:
selves by a terrible consequence into association
with the powers of darkness, by whom they are af-
terwards led and governed. Accordingly, at the
period of which ‘we are speaking, those infernak
powers had begun to establish their miserable ascen<
dancy, not only over the souls, but also over -the
bodies of men, as the Scriptures of truth abundantly:
testify ; and had they not received a timely check,
by the manifestation of the GREAT Saviour, their
sovereignty would soon have been completely esta-
blished, and the éron rod of diabolical rule and
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- anarchy -would have supplanted amongst men the
Zolden scepire of heavenly love, rlghteousness. wis-
dom and peace. . .
. 20. We have been thus mlnute in stating lhe pe-
culiar circumstances -and situation of mankind at
this period, .in grder:to- exhibit jn more striking co-
Jours the mercy, the wisdam and the power of our
J1vinNe FAgHER, in removing, 'through our instru-
mentality, the impending danger. It might indeed
‘have. béen: expected, (judging according to human
-judgment,) that:when men had turned their backs
“on their CREATOR and vus, and rejected. our govern-
.miént, ‘we. should have turned our backs-on them,
and'no: longer: have been attentive to their interests.
Bat divine compassion is not ta be measuted by the
scanty. line .of -human :opinien. ' The- transgressions
-of mankind may- possibly alienate thew from Gon,
His Love and His TroTH, but they cannot alienate
Gop, His Love and His TroutH from them, and
therefore, " as: sin abounded, . grace. did suck: more
abound. Sych is the.inéxhaustible.tenderness of the
.JFaTHER or. HEAvEN. tewards His sinful greatures!
‘When therefore the waves of ungodliness had nearly
deluged the .whole earth,:and were risen to the tops
.of the highest mountains, ‘the-MosT Hien gave us
.command to build an. ARk of security and salvation.
Instantly and gladly wE obeyed the joyful summons,
and in the womb of. a virgia, who was foreseen:and
prqvuled for the blessed occasion, WE assumed a
body of flesh, which in process of time was bara inte

-
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the world as a little child, and grew up to manhood.
But what tongue can express all the wonders relat-
ing to that Child? the hallelujahs which were sung
in heaven at His birth?' the process by which His
HumaN1TY was successively formed, and finally
glorified by being united with His DiviNiTy?' His
" victories ovet the ‘powers of darkoess, and the ré-
moval of their fatdl ascendancy from wan? the dl-
vine miracles which He wrought? the divine instruc-
tion ‘which He imparted? the divipe> patience by
which He submitted to the most barbarous indigni-
ties, and'even to death itself, for the salvation:of
man ? ' Suffice it:therefore to observe, that in:His
divine person Gop was made Max, and Man Gov,

and thus in this Gon-Max heaven was again opened

to the humble and:the penitent ; theinvisible, the wis-
known, the unapproachable Jenqvar was made ¥i~
sible, known, and. approachable in a Groririzb

or Divine HuMANITY ; human minds were liberated

from infernal usurpation ; the human understanding

~ was- itradiated with a bright and new light of -the
Erernan TrurH ; the human will was made sensi-.
ble of the powerful ané increased energies of. the
Svrreme Goob . in the:figurative and forcible lah-
guage of prophetic’ wisdom, T'he light of the moon
became as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
sevenfold, as_the light of seven days, (Isaiah xxx.
26.;) thus all mankind had power gives them, ¥
they would apply it, to become #he sons of Gon; to
yise out of darkness into light ; aad out of the slayery
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of sin into the glorious liberty of the children of
Gop. | | ' - '
" From this period, then, our Heavenry FATHER,
together with us, acquired on earth a new taberna-
cle, or abode in the minds of myriads of purified
and redeemed sinners, and by virtue of that taber-
nacle we could - again approach and bless the fami-
“lies of mankind. And what was our joy to behold
this tabernacle extended, whilst the new covenant
of mercy and salvation, opened by and in the In-
cARNATE Gop, was announced throughout the
world! For in proportion as men became believers
in the BLESSED JEsus, repenting of their sins, and
stedfastly purposing to lead new lives according to
the divine order of His precepts, all our mtentlons
~ were accomplished, and we recelved a full recom-

pense for our labours in observing the increase of
human happiness.” The conversion of sinners was -
our feast, their advancement in holiness was our
crown, their mtroductlon to heaven was our exceed-
ing great reward.  For' to us nothing is more de-
hghtful than to dwell with’ the children of men; to
inspire - tfxem with sincere penitence, and then to
wipe away it's ‘tears from their eyes to instil into
them the leswns of” wwdom, and to engage them to
live accordmgly, to wean them from mere worldly
and selfish attachments, and to elevate their love’
iowards the substantial and durable realitles of Gon
and Hlskmgdom._ ' :

- It will'then be easily imagined what was the mul-’

E
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" ‘tiplication and fructification of our joys at this happy

period, when the foundations of the kingdom of the
GreaT RepeeMeRr were first laid upon' earth, and
especially in the degree that the kingdom itself ac.
quired an extent of power and of imfluence, by
bending the kingdoms of the earth into a free and
voluntary submissioun to it's superior anthority, to it’'s
more heavenly wisdom and more blessed operation.-

. CHAPTER 1V.
?’rcatiug of what the MEMORIALISTS Aave done

- since the above period, and are skill doing, to pro-
. mole the eternal well-being of all the Children of
. Men.

21. YOUR Mewmor1aLIsTS feel a peculiar de;
light in stating what is confirmed by all the authens
tic records of ecclesiastical history, that during the
period of three centuries, dated from the return of
the GreaT REDEEMER to a full and complete union
with the ETErNAL FaTHER, the gospel covenant of
salvation was annmounced throughout the earth, and
wheresoever it was received, it tended to conjoin
earth with heaven, or, what is the same thing, hqman.
minds with angelic. - Love and charity, justice and
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judgment,. humility and contestment, were at that
time the sacred principles, which, operating in the
hearts and affections of mankind, and, being ac-
knowledged to flow from the Ong.GraNp Fouy.
TAIN oF. Lire, THE Lorp and. Saviour JEsug
Curest, opened again the eternal door of communi-
cation between the CazaTor.and His creatures. At
that door every. blessing entered, and wE had the i,
finite bappiness ‘of witnessing the effect of . the Di-
- vine MERcy in removing sin and sorrow, ip culting
down the trees of umgedliness and folly, and plant-
ing in their place the plaots of paradise, bearing all
the rich and well.flavoured. fruits of glwy 4o Gop,
andof universal good-wsll, \uprightuess and sincerity
before men, wanifested alike in the beerts, the une
derstandings, and the operations of mankind., -
22. But alas! how prone are sinfal moptals either
. to forget the favonrs.of heaven, orto pervert, defilq
and dlestroy them! The sun of evangelical blessing
bad. aot risea letig wpon the tarth, before He hegan
‘to iexperience & terrible eclipse, in consequence of
the clonds and mists /arising: from the igervupt pas;
sions of men. ' This echpse hed been foreseen and
foretold both by the GrezaT Saviovr-and His apos:
tles, the farmer of whom had said, \whilst speaking
of the iatter days, Dmmediately .wfter ke tribulation
of thase doys, shall the sun- bi dexkened, and. the
moon shall nst give her ¥ight, and the\stars, shall fa¥l
Jrom heaven, and ¢the powersof she heavens.shall hg
ahalo;n,watt. xXKiv, 30. . Mﬂlfkliﬁv%y % l‘é}k'
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xxi. 25.) He had also unfolded, in some degree, the
cause of this eclipse, where He says in a preceding
verse, * There- shall arise false Christs and false
prophels, and shall show great signs and wonders ;
tnsomuch that, if it sere possible, they shall deceive the
_very elect,” (verse 24.) To the same purport one of His
Apostles had declared, T'kat in the latier times some
shall depart from the faith, giving Reed to seducing
spirits, and doclrines of devils, speaking lies in hypo+
erisy, having their conscience seared with a kot i tra,
1 Tim. iv. 1, 2. Another also bad said,
this first, that there shall come in the last.days scof-
Jers, walking after their own lusts, and myzag-,
Where is the promise of His coming ? . 2. Pet. iii.
8,4. Another likewise writes, Little children, it
ts the last lime, and as ye have keard that Antickrist
shall come, even mow are there many Amtickiists,
tohereby we know that it is the last time, 1Johnii. 18. -
But this interesting and awful subject is more parti.
cularly treated of in the inspired Book entitled the
Revelation of John the Divine, which is manifestly
. a prophetical Book from beginning to end, describ-
ing the several declensions of the Christian church
under the several siguificant figures of.a red korse, a
black horse, and a pale horse, Chap. vi.; likewise of
locusts from the botéomless pit, Chap, ix.; also of a
great dragon, whick with hisangels fought against
Michael and his angels,. Chap. xii.; of a beast. toa
rzsmg out q/'tlw sea, and anotkeroul qfthc eart& '
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many -waters, Chap. xvii. ; and lastly of Gog and
‘Magog, Chap.xx.. y
i 23.01t is painful to us, to note the apérahonuf »
hunian folly and wickeduess, itiit’s contrariety totha
adorable counsels ‘and- purposes:of the ETERNAL;
and thus inits separation from the Divine Source
~ ofevery blessing: - Yetoit is: needful at times:torés
wind ‘wankind'ef the 'dangers to-which they are ex»
posed:: from such: operation, ‘that'so, being excited
to the watchftlness of ‘cunsideration and reflection)
they may escape the snare in which otherwise their
Joot must of necessity be taken. - We shall accordingly
take'a concise view'of some of the principal causes
of the dbove- declension from evangelicak faith and
life, or; what is the samie thmg, from OUR blessed
govemment and oﬁldance’ o '

i » The first of these causes’ dngmated in the bad pas-
stons of 'mankind;" which, like so many destructive
Tdres, sobn began to mix themselves with the wheat
&fispiritual wisdom and benediction, sewn and pro-
dited from the Worp of the INcARNATE Gop. For
at the period of which we are speaking, the powers
of the iworld began to pay:attention to the evidences,
at'least, of the Christian Revelation.. The conse-
quente was, that kings bécame, even in a literal
sense, the nursing fathers, atid: queens the nursing
mothers of those evidences. ' But the consequence
also’ was, ' that -when :the sun of temporal prosperity:
began to shine in all it’s warmth and brightness, it
presently -scorched the good-seed of - the kingdom,
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which had been inseminated amongst men by the Ds-
VINE SowER, (Matt. xiii. 6.) For such is the natare
and quality of the heavenly plants produced from
that seed, that they always thrive better, and atiain
a higher perfection, whea exposed to the storms of
what she world calls adversity, than when foetered ia
the calm and quiet of the world’s favour and patre-
nage. : it was therefore well pbserved by one of ous
thildren, whom we inspired on this occasion, thet
the faith, which is endangered in security, i3 securs ia
danger.

- 24. To l:hmpnmcrymm.men we refer the mis-
chiefs, of which we are speaking. - For no sooner
8id the .world take. to itself the venerable nams of
Christian, by professing Christisnity with it’s lips,
and asserting the divine authority of it's dectrines,
thaa Chiistinnity begaa to be infected by the spirit of
the world, awd to lose ia purity what it gaimed ia
popularity. The path te worldly wealth snd digeity
lay now threagh the doors of the temple, and many
wete seen to eater these doers, mot se wuch for the
purpose-of paying humble aderasion to the Gep of
the temple, as with a view to the goid and sséver
with which it was' ormamented, and to secure the
digwities attending it's adainistrations. Hemce came
that most formideble of all mensters, ke love of spé-
ritual deminson, which presently grew to such a size,
and assumed to itself s much of imagiaary pewer,
as to claim an awthority even over the sonls of men,
by asserting it’s right.either (0 apen the gates of hes-
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_-ven for them, or to close the same gates for ever
against them. In the progress therefore of a few cen-
turies, notwithstanding all our efforts tp preserve
- the ¢hurch nndefiled, and to present her as g pune
.bride adorned for her husband, ambition and avarice
-acquired a terrible ascendancy, and almost banished
from the earth those evangelical graces.of humility,
eontentment, good-will and charity, which the
GREAT REDREMER came to restore amongst men.
. And: siuce the apirit of evil always leads to the
spirit of error, in order to screen and shelter itself
from the penetrating eye and light of truth, there-
fore, on the present occasion, it sought it’s accua-
tomed refuge in a variety of erroneous doctrines and
false persuasiony, which, like the #raditions in the
Jewish: church of old, made the Commandments: of
Gon- of ane effect, (Mark vii. 13.) Hence came
that most tremendous of all heresies, the division of
the GoDHEAD juto three separate persons, to each of
whom was ascribed.a separate characier-and office,
in direct opposition to the  declaration of the Rg-
DEEMER, where He says, The first.of all the Com-
mandments 15, Fear, O Israel, the Lorp oxr Gop
et ONB Lorp, (Mark xii. 29.) The immediate, ne-
cessary; yet terrible eflect of this beresy was, that
the GREAT Saviour, who was One with the ETRry
NAL FATHRER, being both Gon and man in one undi-
vided person, was no longer itmédiately approached
" in His' Divine - Humanwry, as haviog all power in
keaven and in earth, (Matt; xxviii. 18.) but wasrer
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‘garded merely as a mediating and subordinate Divi-
“NITY, separale from another, with whom he medi-
‘ated. From this period, and in consequence of this
‘prevailing heresy, the interiors of human ‘minds
began to be gradually closed against the light of the
'ETerNaAL TruTH, and to admit a thousand other
errors, from which that light would willingly have
protected them. For if Jesus Curist in His Di-
viNe HumaNnITY be not seen, acknowledged and
approached as the ONLY True Gop, by virtae of
:His Oneness with JeHovAH the FATHER, then no
‘Gop can be seen, acknowledged and approached ;
-and if no Gob be seen, acknowledged and approach-
€d, then.nature is worshipped instead of Gop ; and
if nature be worshipped instead of Gop, then the
"minds of men become merely natural, and of course
‘are incapable of raising themselves to the contem-
‘plation, still less to the love, of spiritual and eternal
‘objects. From this period therefore, -and from the
~ above heresy, we date the commencement of that
midnight darkness, which afterwards by degrees
overspread the church, introducing along with it all
those locusts of the bottomless pit, which, in the suc-
ceeding ages of the Papal Hierarchy, kad power
given them as the scorpions qf the earth had power,
(Rev. ix. 3.) .
- 25, Let it not however be supposed, that, whilst
evil @nd error, with their infernal king Abaddon, or
. ‘Apollyon, (Rev. ix. 11.) were thus active in their
war against the saints, we were indifferent spectatbrs
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of the combat, and made no exertions to defend our
friends ; for this was far from being the case, as my-
riads now in heaven can testify. W therefore
were still present with human minds, exerting all our
influence to guard them against infection," by raising
them to the love and contemplation of eternal ob-
jects, and especially of the INCARNATE Gop :, And
we had the happiness of succeeding in a certain de-
gree, -insomuch that after a lapse of fourteen or fif-
teen centuries, when the papal Hierarchy had
nearly established an‘ universal dominion over the
souls-of men, by stamping it's'own mandates with
the assumption of an authority at least equal to that
of the ETErNAL TruTH, we effected a partial RE-
'ForMATION. This reformation . consisted in  the
‘emancipation of several kingdoms and provinces of
‘Europe frowm the papal.tyranny, the result of which
-emancipation was, that the Worp orF Gop was again,
exalted to it’s proper pre-eminence, and the precepts
‘of JEsus CHRIST were regarded as infinitely more
obligatory ‘on the minds and consciences of men,
-than the decrees of popep and the decisions of gene-
ral councils. : o
-26. For a time then we rejowed at a new opemng
of the doors’ of heaven, and at the new influence
‘which we thus acquiréd ‘over the wills,; the under-
standings, and the actions of mankind. But alas!
our joy was.of short duration. . The ascendapcy of
the papal conclave was indeed diminished, but we
were ‘sorry to. observe that the dominion. of: the
EterNaL TrutH was not proportionably exalted.
F
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For éven the principal reforaters, whom we had fll-
ed, in some degree, with Qur own spirit of Love
and TroTH, still retained the fatal heresy of a #ri-
personal Derty, dnd in consegquence of that heresy
adopted another, that faith alone is saving, in other
words, .that man is justified by his creed or Ais ops-
hions, ‘without any regard to his love and it's opera-
tions. Some also contended, that salvation was
merely of the. divine grace and favewr, s as to be
ettérly uncommectedl weth all human agency whalsoever,
since the AumicHTY, according to His sovereign
will, had foreseen and decreed from eterily, that
His elect should be saved, and that the noa-elect
should perish. From this period then eur reign apon
eaith began to be shortened, hecause it is impossible
that we can exercise our heavenly rule in the minds
and consciences of mankind, and thus raise them to
¢onjunction of lifeand of bliss with OuaserLves, yn-
. degs the perfect freedom of the human will be esta-
blished and acknowledged ; and unless at the same
time the Divine ThiniTy of FaTHrR, Son and
Hovry SrariT be seen, approached end adored in
the one undivided person of Jesus CurisT; amd
thirdly, wless charity, faith and geed warks be re-
garded under Him, as the three essentials of sadva-
tion uniteéd in an indissoluble bond of amity amel
‘contord.
27. Henceforth them, actuated by am unabated
“affection awd tender regard for the children of mem,
‘and fot ‘ot -all discouraged either by their-evils or




HEAVENLY MEMORIALISTS. 43

their errory, it became the principal object of oUR un-
remitted attention, to establish them in a well:
grounded conviction of their freedam either to choose
an eternal good, -or to refuse it; and in connection
with this conviction, to open their interiors to the full
acknowledgment of Jesus CrrisT, as the ONE Ex,
crusive SupreME.Gow. of heaven and. earth, who
can only be acceptably worshipped by a life in agree:
ment with his own divine precepts, in other words,
by a life of charity, of faith, and of goad works, in
close and undivided union. Accordingly we inspired
many pious writers, now in heaven, to bear their tes-
timony and auR’s against the prevailing and fashion.
able doetrines of that time, which doctrines, like the
Sigurative loeusts by which they had heen propheti-
 cally designated and described, had on their keads
us it were crowns like gold, and their faceswere as the
Jaces of men, and they had hair. as the hair of women,
(Rev. ix. 7, 8.) to demote their resemblunce to the
doetrines of heavenly wisdom and purity, .and the
fascinating power of seduction which they thus ae-
quired over the minds of men by that resemblance.
. ‘¥ et notwithstanding all our efforts, and in spite of all
the heavehly zeal and knowledge with which we fill-
ed some of our beloved diseiples, the general conta. -
gien of corrupt persuasions at length became so ace
cumulated and se destruetive, as to threaten the
world with another universal deluge, thus fulfilling
the prediction of the Grea® Saviour, where He
says, “ As the days of Noah were, so shall also the
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coming of the Son af man be. For as in the days that
were before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, wntil the day that
Noah entered into the ark ; and knew not wnisl the
Jlood came and took them all away, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be, (Matt. xxiv, 37, 38, 39.)
28. But how astonishing and incomprehensible
are the counsels of the ETerNaL, and how un-
fathomable the depths of that Divine MEexcy in
which they are grounded ! He who had said, Except
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh
be saved, had said also, but for the elect’s sake those
days shall be shortened, (Matt. xxiv. 22.) When there-
fore the predicted abomination of desolation bad
nearly overspread the Aoly place in which it stood,
(Matt. xxiv. 15.) and when all the trides of the earth
had accordingly begum to mourn, (verse 30.) then
appeared the sign of the Sox o¥ MAN in heaven for
the consolation and-salvation of His children, and
then the SoN or MaN, agreeable to His own
most faithful promise, was seen coming in the clouds
of heaven, with power and great glory, (Matt. xxiv.
30. Rev.i.7.) Do we seem to speak mysterious
and unintelligible language ? We will endeavour to
explain ourselves on this, to us, most interesting
and important subject, that so a more clear and dis-
tinct view may be had of our extraordinary efforts,
on all occasions, to raise mankind out of the dark-
ness of evil and error into the bright and saving light
of the ETERNAL TRUTH.
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. It has already been seen, how, :in conseqaence of
a departure from' evangelical purity,  the cburch
called Christian had divided her Gob into three per-
sons, of separate characters and offices, and how she
had besides disjoined the three grand essentials of
Christian life, viz. charity, faith and good works,
from each other, and:had thus destroyed them all,
since it is impossible that any one of them can exist
separate from the other two. Now whensoever this
is the case, it follows as a necessary consequence
_that the SAcrED Scripures, or Worp oF Gop, be-
come from that moment a vailed Book, so that their
genuine, internal, or spiritual meaning is no longer
seen and understood, agreeable to the awful predic-
tion where it is written, T'e vision of all is become
unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, (1saiah
xxix. 11.) The reason is, because the Sacrep
Scriprures throughout treat of the uNITY OF GoD §
of His assumption of the human nature in the per-
son of Jesus CHRIsT ; of His final glorification of
~ that nature, by making it One with Himself; of
His victories gained at the same time over the powers
of darkness, and their consequent removal from man
.in such a degree, that they no longer infringe on the
freedom of the human will; and lastly, of the con-
Junction of ckarity, faith and good works in man, as
the necessary qualification for man’s becoming the
habitation of Gop in all the several principles of his
life, viz. his will, his understanding, and his opera-
-#ion: For charity is the life of Gop manifested in
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man’s will, faitk the life of Gop manifested in his
understanding, and good works the life of Gop man
nifested in his operatien. What then was to be
done, in order to destroy the face of the covering
cast over ail people, and the vail thet was spread over
@ll nations ? (Iesiah xxv.7.) What was to be done,
with a view to unlock again the sacred cabinet of the
ErerNAL TrutH, and thus make mmanifest the
infinite stores of it’s internal, spiritual and genuine
wisdom for the instruction and salvation of man-
kind ? . ' -
- 29. In reply to these questions, it is our great
happiness to be enabled to state, that our HEAveNLY
FATHER, looking down from the Aeighth of Hiis
sancluary, and hearing the groaning of His prison-
ers, (Psalm cii. 19, 20.) and perceiving that ke fime
to favour them, yea, the set time was come, (verse 13.)
gave Us commission to prepare a chosen vessel, caps-
‘ble first of receiving in his own mind the illumina-
tion of heavenly wisdom and knowledge, and »se-
‘eondly of communicating it for the benefit of his be-
nighted people. Such a vessel we soon found, and
after conducting him, at an early age, through aM
the depths of stientific attainments, or natural sci-
ence, as a proper ground for the superstrueture
which we were about to establish, we opened bis
‘eyes gradually to an interior view of the wondross
things contained in the volame of divine Revelation,
-and thus to & discovery of the astonishing operations
of the divine mercy and providence for the regenerd-
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Hem and ﬁllvmn of mankind. Accordingly, from
that period, this ekosen vessel began to publish to the
world the abwndant stores of heavenly instruction
which he bad received from;us, and in proportion as
his publications. were. girculated, and the . dac-
trimes which they centainpd were ;admuted intothe
+ hreaats and lives of men, heaven was again.opened,
amd the SoN oF MAN was seen coming in. the clouds
with power and grent pglory, because heaven is open-
ed in proportion as the interior contents of the Worp
oF Gop ate opened, and the interior contents of -the
Warp or Gop. constitute .all that Divine Tevna
which is: called. in the Bacred Scriptures the Son ox
Max:  Whensoever then, of, by whomsoever, ‘thg
Davize TRUTH 5. seen, 4he SoN.ov MaN, .also is
spen,and He isgeqn likewise coming on the clnuds wilk
powerkmd great glory, becanse by. the. clouds here
#poken of Bre wet to be undergtood the literal. olouds
af the natural heavens, but the clauds adverted to by
the Dsalmist, where he says, dscribe gy strengtk
mtbGoa liis Streng th isin the elouds, (Psalm lxviij.
84.3) and in another place, .Tihy mercy reucheth ynto
ke Jeavans, and tlly wuth, ynto. the clouds, (Psalm
Kkxxvi. 6.) in which passages it is evident are net
Meanit natural clouds, but the wvails or coverings of
ghe letter of the SacReD ScrRIPIURES, overshadow-
ing and containiag the pomer and great glory of the
internal spiritual sense, power. haying relation to the
BuvsNe Goop of that sense, as operative on the
Juman will, vnhilstgreat glwy .hath mere lmmedlate
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reference to it's DiviNe TRUTH as openttve on the
buman understanding.

- Is it asked, what was the name of thls chosen ves-
sel? We wish to reply, that the real name of every
one is his guality, and that his quality can only
be learned from his works, and that separate from
his quality, as discoverable in his works, it is of
little or no importance to know a nanmte, and there- '
fore we choose rather -to designate oUR chosen
vessel by the titles of those heavealy writings,
which, under our immediate influence, he was en~
abled to publish- for the benefit of mankind. The
first and most voluminous of these was his 4rcana
calestia, containing. an explication of the internal
spiritual sense of the Books of Gexnesis and Exodus,
interspersed with various edifying relations concerns
ing the invisible world and it's connection with man.

To this astonishing work may be added, 2dly. .4
T'reatise on Heaven and Hell, or a view of the invisi-
“ble world, both of bliss and misery; 3dly. Axgekc
Wisdom concerning the divine love and wisdom ; 4thly.
Do. concerning the divine providence; Sthly. Z'he
Apocalypse Revealed, or an unfolding of all the sub-
lime mysteries contained in what is commonly called
the Revelation of St. Johin the Divine; 6thly. 4
T'reatise on conjugal Love, pointing out the divine
origin of that love, -and the consequent sanctity, pa-
rity, and blessedness of married life; 7thly. T'rue
Christian Religion, or the universal Theology of the
New Church, foretold in Daniel and in the Revela-
tions. To these again may be added several smaller
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works, . 4s-1. .4 Fraatise vu. dhe Eqrihainthe Uiy
werse - 2, A Tewatiseion 242 Logot: 3. Ou 4/ Yecred
Scriphras, or Ward ¢f Gan;-4, On Faith; 5,09
the. Doctrise df Life; 6, The Heansgly Wooksine af
the New Jerusalem; 7. Qn: the. Wite, Horrs -mpne
tioned in the Revolations; 8, Cm the Last Jedgwant
and the Déstruction of Bebylon.; Buflise;it theapforg
to obierye, that all the abave.werke were writien Npa
der dux immedinte inspection aod |

ing in them otm-.views:ofithe by

Voryuz dr: Reveraxron; sad-o

Diving QUD2R,  PROVIGRKGE,:

ouR Hzavewty FaTsggi; andhil

as they bdcéine formoed 4 Hw-hapw

snd will, o theisame propertion..ous; HEAYENRY
PaTHER, together with us, gain access agaig o the
minds of men, so as to establish in them that bless-
ed and glorious habitation which had been before
predicted, and of which it is written, * Behold, the
« tabernacle of Gop s with men, and He will dwell
“ soith them, and they shall be His people, and Gon
 Himself shall be with them their Gob; and Gop
“ shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, (Rev. xxi.
8,4.) Thus ancient prophecies are accomplished ;
the purposes of the ALmieHTY are fulfilled; the
glory of the Most HieH is again revealed; the mar-
riage of the LaMB is come, and His wife hath made
herself ready ; and WE rejoice with a new joy, and
sing o new song of praise and adoration to our Hea-

[



50 - THE TWO.

veNLY FATHER, because He is pleased again to ap-
pear and redeem. His people, and to raise up a mighty
Rorn of salvation for them, by again manifesting
Himself, His power and gréat glory, in thc Volume
oflbe Book written of Hinm.

30. Having thus then, in as concise a manheras
possible, given an account of what we have done,
and are still doing, to promote the eternal well-béing
of the children of men, wE trust that we shall not
be deemed either impertinent, or troublesome, ‘if we
Pproceed to state our present distresses, and to:émplore
relief, especially when it is:considered that ous di>-
tresses are gyounded in those of others, amd that
whatsoever religf is afforded to.us will be a reliel
afforded at the umobmtonﬂbomofsnﬁeug
mortals o
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| CHAPTER V.

Containing. the Complamt of tlce Mnuonuusrs,
 together with thejr. humble Pelition to the Christias
- World for the Removal of tlce Grievances of wlm:h
llaey complam : -

.8t Iﬁ urging to the Chrigtian world our com-
plamt of the present .distresses under which we la-
boar, we trust that we.shall not be deemed either
petnlant or unreasonable,. especlally when it is eon-
sidered that our sufferings on the occasion are the re-
sults of our tender regard for that world, and of the
ardency of our desire to- promote the best mterests
of mankind. For ouz complaint is grouuded in the
- reflection, that the Christian church at this day, in
consequence of not attending to our kmd offices, is
plunging herself into all the depths of human misery,
by separating herself from the DivINE FountaIN
of all real good. Our complaint therefore is not the
complaint of mortified pride, or of indignant vanity,
which is offended because it doth not receive the ho-
mage due to it’s fancied dignity ; but it is the com-
plaint of parental affection, weeping. over it s un-
thinking offspring, and weeping solely for- this rea-
son, because iit’s affection is not returned, and be-
cause for want of such return, it’s offspring frus-
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trate all the designs of it's tenderness, and place
-themselves in a situation in which that tender-
ness can be no looger emplpde to promote their
benefit and bliss. " For*what kind parent doth
not feel wounded at observing either the dlsregard
or the mdlﬂ'erence, with which his benevdlent coun-
sels and’ purposes are treated by his thougbtless
children? And what, on such occasion, is the
source of his trouble? 1Is it not because his- chil-
dren, by thwarting or even overlooking the designs
of his love, depm‘e themstlves of it's inténtled bléss-
ings,” and in'so dbing, mn!ﬁply their own nriekres ?
" Exactly similar is the soutce of our préserit trowine,
ahd therefore we wish it well to be nndérstobt thmt
in‘preferting ofir complaint, we do not inéan L4
duige either our spleen, our resentment, or bt
pnde, but only to prove to oar ehildren the dibims
iel’esteduess of that regard, which' seeks to réstore
t6 them, by the tenderness of xpostulation) ‘Wha
hdvantages, which have Been lost bythe'!hougﬁ!c
}essneSS ‘that renders expostulation hecessary:

"'43. May we not then be allowed to expect #om
our chﬂdren their most deliberate reply, wiilse we
propose  the mterestmg question, and 88k them, firthe
Jirst place, Have we not reason to compluin of yorir
thoughtlessness and want of gratitud\e as ‘mranifested
in your lamentable ingttention to our works of* éruz.
tion and preservation, and to all the: benehts 'dnd
blessings so abundintly 'conferted upon yohu- ‘yy
those works ?'For how few areto be fdund amongst
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*ydn,. wheiwiew,  with becoriag regaid, :the singuliar
blpoty,: sublimity .and wew of those woirks L. Haw
ifew: dtgend, a8 ithey: onghs, bven- to: the  exiernal
-Fhesas jand . haymomes: of the:grahd: objects, which
cedmposethe universe ! Howstill:sméblleris he num-
{ber bf those, - who apen their iatgllbotual eyes.to: dis-
.cdm the intermal muisible reulstiesi of: the tesngl
.warld,. which tiosedorms.and herinoties figure; aud
~whichithey wareintensled torrepreseat and convey 'to
sthe sight of martals § -Now meay: therefore pee to-
shing af sheuniverse but ith sikin or stell, and.can
-give. noilother pocowunt: of. it, than thatthe fndss is
- green gad the.sky i5 piue - But can . it:bé) suppoeed
‘that e HpavesuyFarnie, through : or instra-
‘mentality, created so maby:gleviows and: edifyiog
aworks.for no: other puspose, than that their glory said
‘edification should be everleokéd and coudedled:?
Hor must not every work of -Goo necessarily bear
sthe divine stamp .add image of His love and wisdom,
und i8 it w0t reasonable to suppose that He iinpress-
‘od thet stamp and image with the sole view that His
childven should discern it, and in discerning should
.be beuefiterd by i¢, by. elevating their thoughts,:er
saffering them $0. be elevated, from the creaturei to
dt's Creavor? We complain' then, and we' thisk
1we tomplain justly, that whilst oux .operation¥are
seen, WR QURSELVRS Are unseen. 'Thesun is iewed
Jw the fismament of the visible heavens; dispeunsing
-hisrecreating heut and light to a world which mudy
otherwide .perish in. cold’ apd' darkndss,: but no ré-
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“flection is made on the sigwificant meaning -of that
heat and light, and how those animating-principles
 are exact representative figures in the . kingdom of
mature of our higher and more important.inde
-ences in the kingdom. of grace. The eanth.also
yields it's varied productions for the supportand
.gratification of the natural life of man, but who,
:amongst the children of men, considers, as he onght,
-thatit’s corn, it’s 0il, it's wine, and other fruils, its
- atmosphere, it’s rivers; it's fouslains, &oc.&c. arebit
1types of things infinitely superior to. them, yet cos-
nected with them, and that those superior things s
Ino other than the various ptinciples of heavenly gned-
-mess and truth, stored up by.us in.the Worp or
. Gop, for the support and gratification of the spiriimsl
life of man? But whence, let 6s ask, comes this
fatal blindness, which thus overlooks the .soad.of
~creation, and sees nothing but it's body? Wheace
.comes this carelessness of thought, which is content
-with beholding shadows, whilst it is reluctant to note
the realities which those shadows at once invalve and
make manifestt Whence comes that depraved sen-
“saality, which, rejecting puret joys, delights itsslf
with feeding only on the Ausks which the swine doeat!
.Alas! though /e keavens deslare the glary of Gob,
-and the firmament showeth His handy wark, (Psalm
xix. 1.3) though the invisible things of Him from she
- creation of the world are clearly seen, being undesstod
by the things .thut are made, even His ETsrNAL
-fiowsx and GopHEAD, (Rom. i. 20. ;) yet the incoar,
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siderate and ' impenitent ‘see nothing in those things
but material forms, whilst' the glory of Gob, the
eternal power and Godhead, escape their observation,
alid are thus wmnoticed,’ uuacknowledged and of
consequence, unenjoyed.

1.83. But we have to complain yet further, that the
agieeinenls and harmonies, which we have establish-
ed, fromcreatibn, between the corporeal senses of
men' and -the vbjects of their gratification, are no
Tenger regarded asg'our’s, and that thus we and our’
HeavenNLy FaTrewr are no longer seen in them, and:
consequéntly mankind separate their natural delights
flom their Divine ‘Source and. Oricin. * For 'in
the éxercise ‘of the senkes of seeing, of hearing, of
tasting, of smélling, and of toaching, how few at this
&ay 'consider, that the satisfaction resulting fromthat
&xeréise is ‘the effect of our bounty, and thatif we
were'to withdraw that bounty, it would be as impos-
dible for a man'to receive delight from the objects
which surround him, as for a stone! We complain:
then, arid:we think “we again.complain justly,. that
wé are banished-from thé kingidom of nan’s natural
delights, ‘notwithstaiiding alb oar: beneficénce in the
éstublishmbenti of: that Kingdoui;-and ‘notwithstande
ing our'betng rerily’ and truly.thesole propriétors of
alkith goodd: <\ We complain; sndewe think: we'com=
Pinin justly; thdt the pleasores :derived from the har--
onies of sigkt aud-sonnd, of faste and smeil, and of
thatetitl more universal senke the touck, are snatched
out of our'hands, and. réferred ‘either to. a: blind:
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chande, which hes o existence, ov o the epertise
of nature, which ip itself in:’ sbsolntely deed,.and
therefore utterly. incapable of produsieg: sny.euh
gratificatiens. ' Yet our contplaint, on this pcossinn,
is not so much on our own acceunt, as on socoust o
our ‘deéar - cliildren; who, by thue separvating their
patural. delights. fromi 'us snd ear Hzavaney &a-
TaER, separste themselyes, by a- futal necamity,
from the DiviNg Sovace, net-only ofitheie: best
joys, but of thair lifei .their protecticn and . ther
being. For if. onr children are npwilling to sekoow:
ledge a divine bendficence: in!.all' their watnrel de
lights,.in what. titén 'will M bedisposed te aknow:
ledge it ? . And if the divine benefigorioe be: npmer as
knowledged;. whet then.niust be thia tomible roswlk;
but that our children will separate’ themanivee mank
effeciually from that bemeficence, and in ‘so.deing
will spap-asunder the guides osrd, mhich eonuasie
them with'. Gon, nﬁsh beaven, mﬂl mivation, and
etermal life 7 " .. - - pone b
*: 84. Another- gl'mmdnof owr muom i
comphnt s foumdeld i thie gratiboations’ anising
from social sateredurae; difromi éhase tender cleerities
which distingnish:and:bless the seyeral relationships
of ‘mutband-and 2wifd,; bf pheents i nnd chsliinem, -0k
Sriends;and: éitizens, (&kci.fkie, . J5os Whatisse: thiote
gratifichtions, butiseimawy adididnsl grooks of . ong
Ibving-kindness: and- liberdlity, - dince: front §s slone
iboderived -the' love,' whether -coigugnd; peneial
Sl amiznble, or pairiatsc, :in: witichthose gaatifo
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cstibns eriginste 2. Yiet,; how are we again banished,
in: this. instainte,; froin...Qur - aws .empire, by the
Ghauglhtlessnessand ingratitrde of mankind.! And
how do mahkind;, in this instante toe, frequently de-
grade themielves to:the condition even of the brate
orbation ¥ ; Forif ovn Beavenly influence be not ac.
knowledgetlin the alwve love, in what respect doth
haman love. differ from bestial? . The inferior ani-
mals: are manifestlyiih .pessession of natural affecs
tions and attachrhents; which emulate those of the
human speies;, but the difatente is -evidently this,
that the inferion. animals- abe incapable of regardipg
the D1viRe: Soukew of thode affetitions and attach,
meits; whereas man bath ‘the eapacity, if he would
wieiit, of referring: allfis natural loves and their de-
lights -to #he! D1yiya- FovnaaiN from, wluch they
spiting.i If inan. .then be.sp nawise as to ﬁ;gregagq
that Fountawy :: ) with the capacity, of -eleyating
bin:affectiods to’ thefr Divine  PARENT, he nexes
elevates theni ;| If his, canjigal,. parenigl, filigl, amis
éalile; dnd. patreatic love never confesses gpy origin
bigher thah datiive, aud thus imwersas.alliit’s gratiy
fleagiviis:in the: defilements; the! vigisgitades, the un;
cdttainties of natuzd ;- How plain is it to spey in.guch
easey thet:man not only dethrongs us from the kmg-
dota -of biliss, which. we are ' desicgus to establish in
il . his:attachiments; .but healso deprives hupself Q(
the:sceptrs of his. preper digaity, debases hig.nature,
pollutes; the sanctuary.of bis best delights, apd.by,a
sud abuse of his capacities, :changes. hlmsslf frpqwj
H
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man into a beast, but with this'distinction frem other
beasts, that he adds criminality to his pollutions,
and thus becomes subject to a divine scrutiny and
judgment which the beasts eannot incur! .

* 85. Shall not again the tear of mingled tenderness
and sorfow fall down our cheeks, whilst we make
the painful observation, that we are no longer seen
and consulted in those arts and sciences, which we
have provided for the use and. the comfort of man ?

- . Shall 'not we lament, and bitterly, that the imagi-

nation of the poet, the learning of the Aistorian, the
eloquence of the oralor, the investigation of the phi-
losopher, the skill of the mechanic, &c. &c. are at
this day regarded by mankind, not as gifts, but as
hereditary property, not as flowing from the bounty
of others, but as inkerent talents, for which they owe
no obligation, are subjectto no controul, and in the
use of which they have only to regard their own
fame, or interest, or humour? For what a source
&f frightful -mischiefs is thus opened in human so-
tiety! How are heaven and earth rent asunder, and
human minds dissociated from angelic ! For unless
we be regarded, and our influence acknowledged,
in the application of the above talents, What is the
poc't,' but an enchanter ? What the Aistorsan, but a
deceiver ? What the orator, but a babbler? What the
philosopher, but a curions speculator? And what
the meckanic, but a dead tool, set at work either by
fancy, or by the love of gain, or of vanity? Yet
our HeaveNLy FATHER, in giving us power.to im-
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part sach distinguished gifts to mankind, manifestly"
had in view the extension of His own glory, and the
good of society, and accordingly created the poet,
to give an additional charm to instruction ; the /isto-
#ian, to band down to future generations the patient
triumphs of virtue and the certain abasements of
vice ;- the orator, to enkindle the flame of piety and.
of patriotism ;- the piilesopher, to discover and make
koown the wisdom of Gop in His works ; and the
mechantc, to embellish society, and promote it’s com-
forts, by the labour of his hands, and the exertions
of his ingenwity. What then must be the disappoint-
ment of ouR HEAVENLY FATHER, and what .our
mortification, at' observing, that in the above in-
stances our beneficence'is perverted, and our inten-
tions frustrated, whilst poets, historians, orators, phi- ‘
losophers and mechanies, by disregarding ouR hea-
veuly influence, and thus referring their talents to-
no higher an origin than themselves,. at once sepa-
rate themselves from the blessedness of our assecia-
tion, and their labours from al that use and béneﬁt
which they were deslgned to promote and to ex-
tend! = . . , o
. 36. Agam whilst it is our continual endeavour,
and ‘happy employment, to raise the minds of men
from ‘earth to heaven, by inspiring heavenly affec-
tions: and thoughts ; by. shutting the door of the
senses agaist falsé and polleted delights, and open-
ing it to the: reception of pure joys; by enkindling
thus the lave of the SuPrENME Guob, and conducting.
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our children to it's perpetual possessign ; how hava.
we to bewail ejther that:obdurate ivsensibility, whichr
resists the foroe of all our heavesly attractions, er.
that crimipal theughtlessnesa which ig blipd to ac+
knowledge the sonrce from whenoe thay flow ] Kox
how manifold, yet how. mischievous, are the affecta
hoth of thatinsensibility abd of tha tthaughtloesness ;
of that iwsenstbelity, in it's necessary tendemey to
clip maw’s wings, 80 that ke can na longer qlevate
_ hid mind abave matter ; and of that thoughtlessnesn,
* which leads his to.eall his wings &iz aws, ingtead of
agknowledging humbly and gratefully thet they sme
our liberal and: daily gifts for his happiness \ed: sal,
- vation] We are.grievad then .(and who an say that
opr grief is greundless i) at the painful reflegtion, that
some humaa minds aé this day, in consequence of agh
pesisg onr elevating influences, are sinking every
wowent: despér and. daeper into the mixe awl clay of
mere earthly - aad sensual gentieations; and that
othess, in consequence of mot acknaswlddging those
inflmences,. immerse themselves ia g1l they Mlindness
and pollution of self love dnd it's deadly, pessnagons,
For if our elevating aid be allogether rejected, whag
musthe tha riecessary meult? Will net humapminds,
insuch cese, descend by their owa nataral gravita~
tion, and like the uncigun animals by which they. exe:
figured in the Gospel, tun- violenily: duon slaem
place into the sea, and’ pexigli in. the wokens? (Mats.
vili. 32.) Will not heaven.be shus: dpprived of it igr:
tended inbabitants, aod. kel replesished. vithinusm



HEAVENLY - MEMORIALISTS. 6L

bevs wha were created for another kingdom?  Will
nqt the empirp of sin snd Satan be extended here on:
earth, whilst.np. oppesiag {pear, no protecting shield,
ig, presented against it'a vaseals, ta check their rix
vages, their defilewenta and their: miseries ? ‘And if
aur aid he not acknowdedged, what again will be tha
mischievaws affect ? Will not man soon begin toima-
gine himself 10 ke s owriignide, kis ous gavernor,
and Ais own ~deliverer, whilst be fancies: that his'
goed affections and thonghta,: his good purposes.and .
desires, his good words and works are all Ais awum,
aad thug that he can raise himself upwards towards
heavenand it'’s Gop, and enter even into the: sanctu«
ay of the Diving PreseycR, by a power of ele
vatiop.ald kds awn, independent. alike of us. and of
our HeaveNLy Fatuer 3 Will not his very visties
thie 'be deprived of their chief tnetion; whilst he se«
porates them from. connection with their Prving
SpriNG and Fountain? Will net even his best
prayers:ba.polluted; and bent dewnwaids, instead of
ascending upwarils, whilst-he supposes: that hwsself
alqne, and not us; is their erigin aad sowrce; and
slevator? Besides, if our heavenly inflvence be de.
nied, or upackuowledged, wilk nat the contrary mflu.
ence.of the pawers of darkness be- denied and an«
ackpowledged also? -And if the inflmericé of the
powers of darkeeas be denied. and:unacknomledged;
wilk ot mankiad thus be . led te regead all evil as
eniginating-in:themselves, or inherent in themsetves;
and consequently lose: all pewar.of combating, of
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overcoming, and of separating it? For if evil be con-
sidered as inherent in man, or, what is the same:
thing, if it be considered as ornginating in himself
alone, how can he oppose it? Can Satan cast out’
Satan ? In other words, can evil subdue evil? It
follows.then as a necessary consequence, that before’
man.can remove from himself the dominion of evil,
be must first view it in the light of the ETernAL:
TrurH, as originating in a kingdom ost of himself;:
otherwise it's empire must remain for ever undis-
turbed and unshaken.

37. On the abhove principle, wE conceive ourselves
authorized to complain yet further, that the paradise,
which we are ever disposed to open in human minds,
even at this day, is altogether unnoticed, - ansought
for, and forgotten ; that the flowers and fruits, the -
rivers and trees, and especially the TreE of Lire
in the midst of the happy garden, are no longer re-
garded as kuman property, or even as things of any
concern to the preseni generations of men; that
mankind thus have no idea.of the blessed bowers of
Eden; buat as of an ancient herilage, assigned in-
deed, by Divine MEercy, to the first inhabitants of
the earth, but then suddenly forfeited, and never
agaih to be restored to the children of men. Yet, it
is a well known fact, that we.have commissioned
our servants;the prophets to declare to a/lthe gene~
rations of mankind, that we are ever at hand to
open to them the gates of paradise, and to intro-
duce them inta all it's delights. For hear now the
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Prophet Isaiah, where he: writés the consolatory:
words which we dictated, ¢ The. Lorp skall com-.
< fort Zion; He will comfert all her waste places;
« and He will make her wilferness. like EDEN, and-
“ her desert like THE GABDEN OF THE Lerp; joy:
“and gladness shall be therein, thanksgiving and the
_voice of melody,- (Chap. 1i.3i;)-and again, (speaking
of :every ane who is faithfnl and obedient under the
Gospel dispensation,) « Thou shabt be like a:wATER-
“.&D GARDEN, and'like.a; spring of waters, whose
“.waters {fail. not, (Chap. lvili. 11.) To the same,
purport;;in-compliance with- ouRr influence, ‘and un-
der the illumination of our wisdom, the beloved,
Apostle writes, ‘in the Revelations, the following
blessed promise of our HeaveNLy FATHB]}, «To
 ham that overcometh will 1 give to eat of the TrREE
“ ov LIFE, which is in the midst of the paradise of
% Gop,” (Rev.ii.7.) From' this united and high
testimeny, then, it is most evident; that paradise is
not'so. much a place, as a state of regenerate mind,
and that this state is opened and prepared. in the
faithful and the penitent of all ages. It is:evi-
deant therefore, that in whatsoever human bosom:the
divine love, and wisdom, and intelligenee, are suffer-
ed to grow, and bear their heavenly. flowers and
Jraits, .there is the garden of Eden, aud there too is
the, TREE OF LIFE tn the midst, because this TRer
means nothing else, and therefore is nothing else,
than Jesvs CHrisT, His EvERLASTING MERCY,
and TrurH.. What. then smust be our grief at ob-
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serving, that the above lsléssed testwwony is at thik
day generally overfooked. 'evett by :thode who esll
themselves Christians, -and that codsequently oyr
report is no longet 'believed, - respeeting eithier the’
. paradise which we.are disposed to-open, drthe river
with which it is - watéred," or the planss with-whick it
is at once adornbd-afid’etiriched, or the Tuer.om
Lire which overshadots, aid: coimmumicstes:vie
gour and: health, ‘and beaity and fraitfalness, and
proteetion to all the other trees!  What mustbecur
grief at dbsewving,’ that. Human miude are thus self-
banished from oor happy! parden, agd that the bulig
of mankind' feed only: on the treis of' kkoswledyd,
whilst  few, .very few comparatively; saste the viph
flavotr,idhd incorpotate ih-their hearts wnd; lives the
Yiving, hely arid substantial vxrtm of the(ﬂmt\of the
Tm;zoerk'x"' g S T
1" 38. . Let us not aghit' be thdught chﬂteable withy
the spirit of tepiniag, whildt we agam lifs up our voics
id loud complaint against that fatal meousiderationy
which rénders marikind at this day blind td the divioe
instruction intended for thém in the exainples of the
righteons Noah, Adrakinm, - Lot, Joseph, &é. ‘&o
For how few, at-this day, consider as they cugli,
thut their situation; in regaid:to thisie etarnal or spis
ritgal interests; is preciiely ‘the sathe with:thet of
those four ancient favourites of-heuven - How faw
therefore are aware of the -destrudtive flood of -imis
quity, which is, at this perlod, detaging the earth;
asin the days of Noak? :How few consequentdy
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prepare for themselves, the consetrated ark, as the
only possible means of .escaping destruction ! How
many thus: perish in the deep waters of ungodhiness,
in spite of all our endeavours to uphold and save
them |.. Who again, amongst the -children of men,
believes: himself called by a divine call, like faithful
Abrakam, to get out of his country, and from his
kindred, and from his father’s house, unto a lund that
the: Lorp will show him, (Gen. xii. 1.;) or, like
righteous Lot,, to come out of spiritual Sodom, and
to.escape for his life, and not look behind him, nei-
thex sty s all the plain, but escape to the mountain,
lest /e lie comsumed ! (Gen. xix. 15, 16, 17.) Who
again, smongst the children of men, is wise to dis-
cover,that his way to spiritnal dominion over the
land of Egypt, or, what is the same thing, to do-
minion over the external affections, thpughts, pur-
pases, .and concupiscencigs of the natural mind, lies
still threagh. trial angd  temptation, as Josepd's did,
and that-groundless acnusations must be heard, im-
prisopment be endured, and.enemies opposed and
conquered, before thg ring can be taken from Pha-
ruok’s band, and put an.Jascpk's hand, and before he
can fg.arrayed in vestyres of fine linen, with a gold
chain.about his.neck, and hear the joyful cry, Bow
the knee.? (Gen. xli. 42, 43.) Have we not then again"
abundart causs.ta sigh and to lament, with sackcloth
a» our loing; and ashes on.our heads, that the ex-
amples of heavenly virtues, and the figures of hea-
venly realities, which we have transmitted, in a his«
1
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torical form, for the use of our children in all gene:
rations, ‘are rendered altogether fruitlegs and nuga-
tory? Have we not agaip abundant caunge to sigh
and lament, that the records of persous and of facts,
written under opr influence and msplratlpn and de-
signed for the spintual instruction of our children, and
to form i in them the man of Gop, are read merely ag
}mman records, msomuch that the names and histo-
ries of Noah, of Abralaam, of Lot, of Joaepk and
of the other patrmrcltq, make no deeper i impression,
excite no higher interest, and lead to no more edifi-
cation, than the names and histories of Alevander and
Ccesar, of Demostlmzes and of Cicero? Forwhat
but tbe most - criminal carelessness of thougbt,
grounded in the most’ fatal indifference to the con:
cerns of etermty, could give birth to suich incowsi-
deratlon? We weep theréfore; becavise onr <hik
dren ‘have lost all senseM their bigh, their eternd
destmatlon, and thug are anhble to. 'discover, by
cause they have no inélination ‘to seek the' M
pearls of divine \hsdom and lhs!ructwn stored-up
in the' volume of the ETERNAL' TRUTH ;- or, to
4change the allusnon, because they have breathed
with polluted breath on the bright: and polished
glass, which we had glven them to reﬂect the beauti-
fal i images of eternal realities, : ‘80 that they can dis-
cern nothing in that glass but a deﬁkd“surfdcé,
which reflects nothing but the m»puﬂty of the 'mmd
' wblch defiled it.
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- CHAPTER VI

In w’uck the Memorzahsts continue Hlezr Complaint
" and E. tpostulatwn, parttculmlq in Re«mrd Lo the
Sac:ed Scz cptures, or wrilten W ORD OF GOD

. 80. ,WE,hare alread-y ,delivered pur» sentiments
on the,divine esseuce,.character,-and qualities of
the Book of [uspiration, and shown.liow.it ‘contains
ip it’s inmost bosow, aud under it's outward letter.
or histary, all the fulness af the divine will, wisdom
and sanctity, for the.instrnetion,. purification, rege-
neration, and fival salvation of inag\;ind. ‘We have
provad further, . that &t is .distinct frown all other
books, not.only by the divinity, the sublimity and.
awthornity.of it's precepts, as . proceeding from and.
conuected with. that ETerNAL Worp, which was
with Gop,, and which ¢s Gop; and by which tke
heavens and the earth were originally created ; but
also by the style and manner of it’s composition, be-
ing written accordiog to the rule af eorrespondence
between things,spiritual and things natural, and like-
wise in reference to the lgavenly marriage of the di-
vine love and wisdom, or the divine goodness and
truth, which marriage. appears prominent,: evenin,
the letter ‘of the sacred pages throughout. But
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alas! how little has our intention been discovered
and seen, in thus bringing down to sinful men the
‘records of heaven, and the transcripts of the Divine
Minp! How have those records too, and those
transcripts, been overshadowed with a cloud of im-
penetrable darkness, arising from an unwillingness
on the part of man to look further than their sur-
face, and from his consequent inability to dig deep
for the treasures of gold, of silver, and of precious
stones, which lie concealed beneathit! We com-
plain then, and bitterly, that our HEeavenLy Fa-
THER and oukseLves bave not been acknowledged;’
henoured, exalted, and obeyed, as we had a right’
to expeet, in the pages of Revelation, and that thus
mankind, - notwithstanding  the -golden ladder let
down from the sanctuary of the Most - HigH to-ef:
fect their ascent from earth to heaven, have either
not discerned it, or discerning have not climbed-it;
or having mounted -ome or’ two of il’s steps, have
there halted, and thus never reached the blessed
summit, viz. the- HoLy or Hovrres, thie abode - of
_the DiviNe Mercy, Favour; Grace and Bene-
PICTION. ‘ EE
40. On this interesting subject, however, it may
be expedient to be more particular, and therefore
we shall take a distinct view of it, by arranging it
under the three following heads. 1st. Then we com-
plain because the Worp oF Gob is at this day un--
dervalued, or not loved as it ought to-be; 2dly. be-
. cause it-is at this day misunderstood also, or not seen
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#ccording to the brightuness of it's proper wisdom ;
and 3dly. because: it is wnpractised, or not obeyed
either according to.the purity of it’s precepts, their
authority, or their design.

- On the first of these points, - we feel a dlﬂiculty in
expressing oar ideas, because sensible as we-are of
the incomparable excellency, greatness and dignity
of the sacred volume of inspiration, and of the
comparative worthlessness, littleness and insignifi-
cancy of other things, we are aware that our senti+
mehts: on the subject will hardly 'be credited by
those, - who . lrave been accustomed to attach a s+
preme excellency, greathess and dignity- to dther
inferior. objects, - - Yet surely 'we may be allowed to
ask, and 'to: require:a serious @nswer to ourques-
tions, Is not that which is efernal of infinitely higher
value and importance than what is merely:temporal ?
Is there any proportiou between an impeiiskable good
and a perishable one?: Can it: then be wise or rea-
sonable for a being, created to'live for ever, to cling;
'with all theforce of his affectiens, to a temporal and
perishable good, when an efernal and iwmperishable.
one is equally within his reach, and infinitely more .
capable.of gratifying his desires, because infinitely
more adapted to-fill up the vast measure of happi
ness intended for hitn by his MERCIFUL and BENE«
voLenT CreaTor ? Can it also be doubted whether
the sacred:volume, of which we are speaking, be
such an eternul and imperishable good as we are here
describing? We appeal to the happy testimony of
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those wise ones amongst the sous and) daughters .of
men, who have made the experiment of it's won-
drous and Leavenly properties. Is there any worldly
trouble, for which they bave not found a balm in the~
" pages of the ETerNaL Trura? Is there any wn-
ruly passion, any ungovernable temper of theit minds,
which bath not here met with it's controuler and
composer ? Is there any reasonable hope whieh. the
Worb ar Gop casnot satisfy 7 Men talk of werldly
property, of worldly wisdom, of worldly talents,
of worldly dignities, and of worldly enjoyments, but
what property is. so extended and durable, what
wisdom; so syblithe and blessed,  what talents so
conspicions and useful, what diguities so houourable
and comnanding, what enjoymeuts sa pure, so ex-
quisite and so permanent, as those, which the festi-
monses of the Most HiGH present to the acceptance
of the bumble and the penitent? -~ = .
- Have we not then teo much eause, alas! to com-
plain and weep over that infatuation ou the part of
man, which mistakes thus the real value of things
around him, whilst he is imposed on by vansties and
. decestful appearances? Have we not too much cause
to complain and weep, when the children, whom
we s0 tenderly love, refuse our golden blessings, for
no other reason, than because they are deluded by
tinseljoys? Can we be supposed to be indifferent
spectators of the mischief which they thus entail
upon themselves, by deprecialing the value of our
heavenly coirn, which bears upon it the stamp and
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image of the INrIN1TE and ‘the ".ETER'NAL,"ih'r(;ugh
the undue preference which they give to an ea'rtldj
coin, stdmped only with' the image of a’bemfr as
frail and ﬁmtqe as' themselves? It was’ well and
wisely observed ' by one of our favoufites of old, 1
fove’thy Commandments above gold," yea, above /me
gotd, (Psalm cxix. 127.)' but how' lament'lbly is this
obsepvahon reversed at the preseut ‘day, ‘aud* how
justly therefore may we again exclalm, ds we'ex-
claimed in'the days of our Prophet Houw is the gold
bcdame dim, how is tlte most ﬁue gold clumared’
,('Lam ivory oo
- We: trmt that we shall not be ('haro'ed with a se~
ver(ty" and cénsonousness of" character in makm«r
the above remarks, but rather that a proper 2 'ﬂlow-
ancé will he made for the tenderness of our feelmrrs
and‘for the truth of our observ'lttons ‘Forlet our.
WOYJ§ Ué tried by the test of fact, and let’ experxence
glve- dn arswer to our ‘anxious questlons, whilst we
ask," Is the Bible read at this day withall that reve-
rence, hﬁ'ectlon, interest, ‘and perseverande, “which
it's dlvme cbntents demand T Is it reoarded ac-
corilmn* o“‘ifs Hlﬂf'cl]araéters, 4s the Woxm OF
'l‘é‘r-: ’Moqr HIGH ‘as ‘tntmorddl! ﬁ)od as tbe hszen
mdnna, as the seed of eterniil tifeas thé vrand L'on-
neclui'r m()éhiém bétWeert’ (’}ob atid' maii, as the trea
sdre hotise of the dmne mercy, ‘wisdom, hvoé\r, o=
linéss ancﬁ’ benedlctlon as the ladder ‘which reacheth
from' eal‘th to heaved ‘and on thcil ‘the ‘dnrrels Igf :
Gov are'ever ascendm«r and descmdmo‘ 7'0Or rathet*.
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doth not the general conduct of mankind at this day
prove, that they have transferred those high charac-
ters to other books and other writings, whilst not
only the speeches of a Demasthenes and a Cicero,
and the verses of a Homer and a Virgil, but even
the extravagancies of a Romance, the adventures of
a Novel, and the medley contents of a common New:s-
paper, engross more of their attention, waste more of
their precious time, and contribute more to their
amusement, than that law of the Lorp which is per-
Ject, converting the soul; than that testimony of the
Lorp, which is sure, making wise the simple; than
those statutes of the Lorp whick are right, rejoieing
the heart; than that Commandment of the Lorp which
is pure, enlightening the eyes ; than that fear of the
Lorp which is clean, enduring for ever ; than those
Judgments of the Lorp which are true, and rightaous
altogether ?. (Psalm xix. 7 to 10.) Let our words
then be weighed in an even balance, that our inlegrity
may be known, and that it may be discovered by the
sons of men, that our weeping is not on our own ac-
count, but on their's, and especially for this reason,
because the awful days are arrived, which we had.
long before predicted by our beloved Apostle,. when
the black harse, (the appropriate awful figure of the
Worp oF Gop not rightly apprecaated) should
make his appearance, and when in cousequence the
value of the interior contents of the sacred volume
should be such as we have described them in our
own figurative language, whereit is written, a mean
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sure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of
barley for a penng, (Rev. vi. 5,86.)

Itis, we ust counfess, a considerable alleviation
of our sorrow, on this occasion, to reflect, that un-
der ouk benign ard heavenly influence, a new flame
of devout affection for the pages of inspired wisdom
has lately burst forth amongst mankind, manifesting
itself in an ardent desire to disseminate the know-
ledge of the ETerNaL TrurH throughout all na-
tions and people on'the face of the earth. We con-
gratulate the world on this novel and interesting
evetrt, because we caunot help regarding it as a mer-
cifal- effort of the divine providence of our Hea-
veNLY Faruer for the extension of His kingdom
amongst men, by fulfilling the promise of his second
Advent, and thus effecting the descent of the New
Jerusulem. But whilst: wE rejoice at this prelude to
eur fature prosperity; and shed a profusion of :our
best blessiugs on the heads of all those who take a
part in it, ‘WE cammot conceal our apprehensions,
lest the Book or our Wispom thus circulated
should be defiled by the mistakes and misinterpreta-
tions of those, who are so laudably active in it’s cir-
cnlation. Profession is indeed made, that it shall
be dispersed witkout noles or contments, but is this
profession a sufficient security against the perversion
of it’s proper meaning? For will not the ignorant
and illiterate, who receive the sacred volume, natu-
rally look: wp to the benefactors, from whose hands.
they received it, for a key to it's right interpretation ?

© K
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And will these benefactors be able to supply them.

with such a key? We fear not; and we shall ex-

plain the grouuds of our fear hy proceeding to dis-

euss the second head of ewr complaint, as above

stated, in which we express our regret that the

Worp oF ‘Goo at this day is. misunderstood, and

not seen according lo Lhe brighiness af il's. proper

wisdom. . :

41. In treating on this sabject, it is not onr inten-

~ tion to enumerate.all the errongous doctrines, which,
Jika s0 many dacests of the bosfomless pit, are.at this

day desolating the Christian church,. by devouring

all it's plants and fruits of heavenly goodness pnd

trath.  We shiall therefore pass-over, withont a. par-

ticular comment, the <boctrives of juglification by

Saith alone, of an arbitrary election on; the part .ef
ouk HeEavesLy Fartuer, of tmputed. yighleousness,

of a vindictive dicine justice, which required the sa-

crifice of an innacent victim, und lfhis victim it's Only

don, before sin could be pardomed, and the sinuer
Jind mercy, &c. &c. thowgh all these doctrines haye,
each joiit's turn, filled our eyes with tears, and our

hearts with-tronble. But the points of misconception

of the sacred volue, to which we are at preseut

most eager to -excite attention, are the three follow-

ing, viz. first, that which relates to the rule of cor-

respondence belivecn things spiritual and things natu-

ral, according Lo which it is uniformly writtea; and

secondly, that which relates to the heavendly marringe

of goodmwess and lyuth, -which pervades the whele of
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it's contents ; and thyrdly, that which relates tothe
cutwaclion nfill iU's parts with their D1viNg SOURCE,
anik thus. to it's heing. the busis and. continent of all
orders and degrees of goddnqss and truth from highest
to lbwest, and {consequently." thie sacred abode, w it's,
inmost hosom; of -our: Hegavexny Farner and. of
vs\\ and. the medbuin. oj oyr operation .on hwmnan
minds.

42. 1a. reg:and/ tq tlleﬁ: st of these pomts oﬁmlscon-
ception, caa it.be supposed that we can vigw with,
indifference that criwinal thoughtlessness-oy the part
oftman, which , indisposes him to see, that the lan-
gwage of corvespondance, or of. the agrgement esta-
blished at creation between things. spiritual and
things natural, is.the language of Gop {limself; and
the only langiwge. in :which He . can.so express His
divind ideas, .as.to zasider them at all intelligihle. tq
‘His creatdre.iman? _For what is, the. cosvespondenpe
of which wx -are speaking:?.Is it, not gronuded ip
that baw of -crention, by xirtue of which all patural
* objects, \as heing derived, fram spixijal, w'm,qples,
dre the siguifichsive  and represgntagive ﬁSure%Qf the
principles. i shich. they originate, and gbus.may be
spplied:toiexpreds tigse principles . An,glk has net
our Heaviany \Fatipriacsendingly 4o His Mobr
Howv. Watn, bhoan-plepacd;to adont sugh a n}ode of
expression ? - Why else, ini bks degigngtiog, of tlnp ’
apiritudl virkwes) dnyd sgraqes, which were to gbound
under: thaGaspal dlwmm,.md alsa. of their
opposites; 43 drigiiating in the kingdam of darkness,
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doth He mark and distinguish them by the names of:
various animals and plants, as He hath done in the
Prophets throughout ? Why doth He speak of His
holy mountain, His holy kitl, His city, His river,
and His vineyard? Why also doth the GreaT Re-
- peeMER call Himself light, a way, a door; a vine,
the bread of life, &c. &c. and His disciples His
sheep and lambs, and His church His bride and
wife? 'We complain then, und with sighs un-
utterable, that this ru/e of cerrespondenmee, in tself
80 holy and so edifving, so well founded and so in-
telligible, ro expresvive and so copious, adeording te
which 0oUrR PATHER and OURSELVES are wont to ex-
press our ideas when discoursing. with-meu, is at this
day lost sight of, and =0 eutirely banished from hu-
man thought, as to be called somewhat visiowary,
fancifol and vain. We complain therefore, thaton
this accouint the 8Sacred Sctiptures, which wi have
written for the berrefit of mankind in- agreement with
that rule, are become like that:book spoken:of by
the Prophet, where ‘he’ writes, 7'he wision of all is
become wnlo yow as the wtirds of a boek that is sealed,
swhich men deliver 40 oné that is leurned, saying, Read
this, I pray thed; and he saith, I canwmot, for 3t is
seuled § *And the book is - delidered to: him that is wot
- learned, saying, '‘Reitd this, 1 prey shee: -And hie.sulh,
I am not' learned, (Isaiah wxix. 41,12.) : Tins the
Book aor LiFE, the vécordof the: ETenraL TroTH;
the tolame of ditine mercy, of wisdom, and.of:simoi
tity, is become a sealed book, closed alike agaiyst




HEAVENLY MEMORIALISTS. 77

the learned and the unlegrmed. Shall we not then.
mourn, and with .the mowrning. as for an' -only. sen,
tliat our purpeses of instruction, -of blessing and sal-
vation, in seading this beok. from heaven, are almost.
eatirely misunderstood;. and thus that their effect. on’;
human minds, if not altogether frustrated, is yet di-
minished to such.a degree; asto be scarce disgerni-
ble even to our piercing and penetrating eyes? = . .
- 43. Itis an additional source of our deep concern,.
that the \heavenly, marriage of goodness and -truth,
which-pervades: every.part. of the sacred yolume, . is
at:this day altagether. lost sight of, insomuch that.it’s
very existenge is guestioned, and ajl the arguments;
that-wiE cpn wsge.in it'sifavoyr are thought vain, ang,
inconclusive.:! . Yet how can the ALMIGHTY he sup-
pased to speak,ibat from the combined pringiples.of
His divine love andiwisdom? . For how isit possible
for love to spepk. without wisdem, ‘or wisdom with-
out love:?.. Thg,SearcH. .or. . WaRrD of Gon,::thea,
must of necessity . conthin:the principles of His divine
love agd wisdea.in the closest union, and of course
she-principles of all goodness apd truth in the same
wnion.; Wz grieve then. at beart: to think, sbat this
divine, and . heaxenly. marrigge is upseen, unacknow:
ledged, and cansequently unepjoyed by onr children,
for, whose use it.is brought, down from the throne of
our HeavENEY FarheR... For what. must, be the
pecessary and (fatal consequence; of sueh blindness ?
Will not the principles which. constitute. that mar-
riage, be thus divorced from each other in human
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minds? - Will not some peaple therefore, i their
perusal of the consecrated: pages, adinit the good of
themiwithowt the trath, whilst others-admit the trath
withoat itls good ? ' Vet-what.is good - alene separate
from its truth, bt a mere-tiatural atfection or appe-
- tite, sucht as is conimon t6 the brute creation alike as
to man? Awd what is truth alone separate from it's
good, but like the lghi of a'winter's san separate
frotn it's heat, wheu all the preductions of nature be-
come torpid and ‘fraifless ? As therefore both Meat:
and lipht conjoined are necessary to eommunicate
life and vigout and fruitfulness to the vegetoble evdds.
titmt 3 ‘wndas both meat atd drink conjoinet! sre nev
dessaty to Ymipart bealth dod-strengtls to the anima¥
cteatioh ; - in like fantierlove atid Wsdom, or goods
ness -and triuth conjuined, ate:absdlutely neccussry.
fot the support, the igrewth and: the blesssdndss idf
haman souls, whieh otitérwise imasipetish everlast-
inghy for want of ‘thei propét feed and Aourivhmenty
We grieve then to think, 'thatithie chiltirew of met, i
consequence of not:discernins in the sucred frages of
oun -Seviplures the Aoevenlly marriage, “which. forms
théir g¥Andi charaétéristic) and distivguishés them ve
essentilly from oMl other writings 'not'omly offead
against the divine comnmutid, by pidting aswweer wh
Gov' Adlk joired lugether, bt -alsd do'themsel ved
thé grbatest bf all possible injutied, by piitbing nnens
der irthemsetves the privciples 6f all llivaventy tife,
trappiness and salvation. < «- . pun)

O L -
) v
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- 44; Nor do we view with less regret that unhappy
thonghtlessaess, on, shall.we not rather term it, that
criminal indifference, which indisposes mankind at .
this day. to see the volume of the ETerNAL TRUTH;
and all it's pants, ir cornection with. their Divine
Sourck, and thus.to regard it as the basis and conld
aent of all orders and- degrees of truth whatsoever, -
fromighest to lowest,. and consequently as the sa-
cred aboile, .in it’s inmost.bosom, of our HEAVENLY
Faruen. and of us, and thus -as the medium of  oxr
openalion on human minds. . For if the ALM1GHTY be
separated  from His 'Worp, what is Hés Worbp, in
such case, but as = body without a soul, or as chaff
without .it's rrain, ar as. a: Awsk or shell witheut:it’s

" kermel 7 ;andl:what life can be supposed to be derived
frony 8 dead body, or what nourishment from a dead
husikov skell?.  Besides,. if men separate Gop from
His Woep, and thas deprive it of it's. proper  life,
will they not:be in danger of appropriating that fife
to themselves, -and .thas of calling: the goods and
truths of the sacred.volume thbir oun ?. - Will they
nok thus be led to imagine that every grace, and vir-
tne and knowledge, which they .derive from the-re-
velation of the Moy d1en,.is self-derived; and con-
seqiiently has no higher source than their own intel-
ligence, or theiv own inherent gond qmuties and dis.
positions ? . . . N T ,

Is it asked in whmthe a-bnave sepafaam princi-
pally consists ?. We: wigh.sbd.reply, ithat it consists
principally in séparating the:tvpes of persons, places;
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events, &c. &c. recorded in the HoLy Worp, from
their spiritual anti-types, as wheao the ancient patri-
archs, prophets and kings, &c. are regarded merely
“as to their own personal characters, and not consider-
ed as representative of Jesus CHRIsT; ‘or, as when
Egypt, Assyriu, the land of Canaan, &ec. are seen
only as so many couuntries and kingdoms of this
world, withoat any respect to' their figurative rhean-
ing ; or, as when wars, victories, defeuts, journey-
mgs, &c. &c..are understood merely according to
their literal br natural history, uuconnected with
- their spiritual and infinitely more important signifrca-
tion. WE grieve therefore to think, that when men-
tion is made, for iostance, of David, as in the
Psalms throughout, the ideas of mankiod in general
are limited to David, without ascending to thatikx-
CARNATE Gop, of whom David was osly a type ;
and that. when mention. is made again of the city of
David, of his exemies, .of his combats and his victo-
ries, the thought is again immersed in mere na-
tural images, instead of beiog raised to those eternal
realitigs, which those images were intended at once
to express, to. describe and to convey. We grieve
thus to think, . that the Aerizox of man’s intellectnal’
sight is circumscribed, aud ‘that being boynded by
the letter of the inspired volume, it is not extended,
as it was originally designed to be, to the spirit, or
to that BrLessep Being, His love, His kingdom
and His providence, who resideth within the letter,
and who there layeth the beams of His chambers in
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the waters, making the clonds His chariol, andnbc@-
tng upon the wings of the wind; (Psalm civ. 3.) .. -
"' 45.  But thirdly, we' have 'to -complain,’ not only
because the volume of inspiration is:at: this day un-
dervalued and misunderstood, . bat also because:it:id
unpractised, or ‘not obeyed, -either accotding:tothe
purity, the authority, or the'design ofit’s divine pre-
~cepts. . For how do our eyes again'.rwn- doton: wiiih
water at observiag the little effect prodaced on the
minds andlivés of mankind by the -WorD. of our
Heavenvy Fatuer! It might surely hdve been ex-
pécted, 'that when the €rEATOR 4nd: PRESERVER of
the world - spake ta His children,- His divine speech
would have been atteided to-above all other-speechi;
it's wisdem contemplated and adored above all other-
-wisdom 5 it's conasels tredsured up and obeyed ; it's
sanctity ahd authority exalted ;. it’s-blessed ends.and;
purposes devoutly 'acknowledged and- scrupulously:
fulfilled. . It might surély have ‘been expected there-
fore, that with' this blessed: volume in their handg,
maunkind would have:ceased-from:all sin-; that hgence-
forth there' would be ne . contention on earth hut on
the point of précedency in the love-and the favour of
the MoisT: HraH ; that all pride, ambition, covetous-
ness-and: violende would cease, -and that in the lan-
guage of  inspiration, the wolf would dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard-lie:down with the kid, and the
caif und: the young- lion-and the fatling. together;
and -a little ehild would.lead them, (Isaiah xi.) It
L ' .
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snight surely bive been expected, thus, that whin
the glowing warmth of the divine love, and the
splendid brightnese of the divine wisdom, were with
such condeseension imparted to. mankind, evesy
huinan boso» would have been opened to their re
ception, and human minds, rescued from the tyranny
and{ the darkness of their passions, would have chey
vished the gewial fire of heavendy affection, and have
vejoited i the bright beams of the BrernaL Trozm
But has this reasonable expectation been.to anyex-
tent realized #? Rather, we may ask, have not aut
fondest hopes. in this respect been cruelly blighted 3
W appeal 10 experience and fact, and are willing t0
abide by tlieir decision om the interesting subject:
Aguin therefore wg ask, Are the general purpeses,
thoughts, words and works.ef mankiod of a qualily
answerable to what might have been looked for from:
a people, instructed in the school of a divine philox
sophy ; taught to make a. right estimate of the.tres
value of things abeut them; énlightened by a light
which distiuguishes between the temporal and' the
eternal, between the apparend and the real, between
a perishable or transitory good, and that which. is-to.
endure for ever? . Are mapkind as eager iwrthd pur-
suit and as diligentin.the search of the spirithal gold
and silver, and precious stones, which. lie concealed.
uader the surface of the pages of Revelation, a8
they are anxious, to acquire that maderial gold and
silver, and: those matersal precious stomes, which lie
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kid under the surface of the earth? Ts their love
thus an elevated love, raised out of matler into mind,
out of the dust of mdterial images, into the living
forms of eb¢rnal realities;, and are their thoughts ele-
vated ‘accordingly? Do the general conduct ard
actions of their lives thus prove, that they have laid
hold on an imperishable good, and that that good is
no other than Goo, His kingdom, His providence,
His favour and His blessing? What delight would
it not afford vs if we could answer these questions
satisfactorily! But with what regret, then, and
mortification, must we look upon the earth, where
we behold nothing but the disappointment of our
fondest hopes, because we discover little, or
noth’ing, but the exaltation #nhuman minds of what
i% temporal above what is efernal, and consequenﬂy
nothiing ‘bt the emipire of misrule’ and cotifusion,
through the dreadful predontinance of folly above
wisdom, of apparent good above real, thus of earth
- above heaven, and of man above Gop! It is impos-
sibfe then that 2ke tears can be wiped from our eyds,
until’' we find that the Divine Woub of our Hea-
viéNLY FATHER has produced more df it's bléssed:
dnd saving effects on the lives of men; by leadiiig’
thienr fo'eaisure themselves and théit joys no longet
Ly the wmbrning’ vhadows of their owr vain faticies and*
atd 'delwded imaginations, but ratlierte bting dff’
their purposes, thovights, actions dhd delights; te~
the standard ofthe Ererwar Frury, end' try them
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by that infallible test of their nature and quality, thus
of their tendency to kill, or.to make alive, to con-
demn, or to save, to separate the soul from Gon
and heaven, ‘or to conjoin it -everlastingly with_ the
Divine Source of all holiness, life and peace,

' CHAPTER VIL

The Complqmt and Ea:po.stulatwn of the Memonal—
ists continued, particularly in Regard to the Divine
Person, Office and Character of Jesus CHRisT,
also to the nature of the Redemptwn wrought by
that IncaRNATE Gob,

46. SHOULD any da,rk hody interpose itself be:
tweeny the sun and the earth, so as to prevent the ge:
nial heat and bright light of the former from commu--
nicating their cheering and fructifying ipfluences to
the latter, how should we have to deplare an event,
which would thus deprive mankind, not anly of their
comforts, bpt, of their existence, by plunging them_
at once into all the.horrors of darkness, and into all
the cold of death! Yet what. comparison is there.

between the effect xesulting from the deprivation of
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natural heat and light, and that which mukt result
from the deprivation of spirifual heat and light ? :¥For
what comparison is there between the importance-of
the spiritual life of man and the importance of bodsly
life? Are not also spiritual heat and light, or, what
is the same thing, spiritual affection and thought, as
* pecessary for the, comfort and support of the life of
wan’s spirit, as natural heat and light are for the
comfort and support of the life of his body ? Should
then any dark body interpose itself between mankind
and the fountain of spiritual heat and light, how
would our. grief, in such case, be increased in
proportion to the infinitely more terrible mischiefs
‘which would ensue! How should we have to de-
plore the absence of the warmth of all heavenly af-
fection, and of the light ofall heavenly thought, in
human minds! How would death and darkness
thus triumph, and the fair creation of Gop perish!
For. without the warmth of heavenly affection and
the light of heavenly thought, what would man be -
but an infernal, and what would the earth be but the
habitation of sin, of error and of misery ?

‘It would afford us the highest possible gratifica-
_‘tnon, if we could he convinced, that no such durk
body, as is here supposed, bas ever exlsted and that
‘conseqnently our. imagined - alarm is groundless, :
whilst the. Suy or HEAVEN coptjnues to-dispense
the byight beains of intellectual trath and-love for the
benefit of mankind. But is it allowed ys. to seek
refuge under such a conviction ? Rather, are not we
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compelled to mourm under a eontrary persuasion,
whilst we behold the darkest of all bodies interposing
itself between the HEAVENLY Sun and the earth
which that sun was designed to enlighten, and thus
producing an almost total eclipse of all heavenly
warmth and all heavenly lightin the minds of men ?
¥s it asked what that darkest of all bodies is? Wi
do not seruple to reply, It is the falsification of
truth. TIs it asked again, what tAe faluﬁmtmc of
truthis? WE again reply, It is not ignorance, bet
causeignorance canuot falsify what it is unacquainted
with ; neither is it simple error, becansd it is pousi-
ble for man to err, at the very moment that he kolds
the truth in the highest veneration; bat it #- ¥Ae
’knouiledge of the truth perverted, in other words, it
is the misapplisation of truth, as in cases where itis
warped from it’s proper and genuine meaning, #0
that instead of being instrumental in cherishing and
strengthening the life of heavenly love and chaifty
as it was designed to be, it is distorted to a contrary
purpose; and made to confirm the suggestions of evil;
or all those principles and persuasions which are op:
pusite to love and charity. This therefore 1s the
dark body, and the darkest of all badies, to whiehi
the GrEAT RepeeMer alludes, when He says, I
the light which is in thee be darkness, how gheat ta
that darlmess ! For the light which is ix man, ‘9 the
light of truth, and: this light becomes daykness, whe-
#naver the truth is perverted, and thus ﬁ!ﬂﬂed‘ S
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47. The Socinian therefore, who denies the Divis
nity of the GrReat REepeeMeRr, by conceiving him
to be a mere man, and to be begotten of a mere
mam, ¢redtes in his owy mind the above dark body,
Because he perverts the:truth of the ETerNaL Worm
in.his @nderstanding, and thus tarnsthe brightness
of it’s worning light into the shade of eveaing, and
into the blacksess of tight. With him therefore the
sun of heaven -is not only covered with sposs, bas
slgo with:sackoloth, (Rev: vi. 12.) and this so demse,
that not a single ray of the all-cheering light of that
grand lutttinary can penetrats, o as to communichte
either tive consolation: of hieavenly love, or the ilu»
mination of lieavenly truth. - For if the Divinity of
Jesus - CHrist be 16t hcknowlédged, Jusus Curisti
cannot: then ‘be regarded as an.object of worship 5
and if Jesvs Corist be not regarded as an object of
worship, He must thén be:sét aside in worship, to
maké way for- dome other object; and if He be set
asidé - it worship, - and another abject be exalted:
above Hitn, in this edse His Houv Worbp is pers
verted and disobeyed, where he says, Fhat alll
should Aonowr the Sox even as Lhey liowowr the Father;:
(John v. 23.;) and in anether place,  that all should:
come unto him, and abide in Aim, (Matt. xi. 28, John.
xv. 4.3y and if His' Houy - Worp- be perverted and
disgobeyed, what must be the riecessary consequence;’
but that that Worp will not only be deprived of it’s:
heavenly light, but will alse: be converted into a’
source of thick darkness, or what Jesus Curist
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calls great darkness, in the unbelieving mind.?- We
mourn therefore with tears of unceasing sorrow. over
every Socinsan, because we bebold. him plunging
bimself into that frightful abyss of intellectual dark-
pess, of which it is written in the Prophet,” When I
shall put thee out, I'will cover the heaven, and make
 Bhe stars thereof dark; 1 will cover ihe sun with a
cloud, and the moon shull not give her light: AU
the. bright lights of heaven will I inake dark over
thee, and set . darlmes,v on tlcy laud saulc the Lonn
Gop, (Bzech. XXXiL' 7.8.) ;
+:48. Nor is the fountain. of our teara in any degree
dried up by -the consideration of the Arsan Creed,.
or by a view of thve dark body, which that Creed also,
like the Socinian,. interposes between it's advocates
and the Sun or RicurEOUsNESS,,;: For although in,
the Arian Creed the pre-existence of the GreAT Sa-;
VIOUR is asserted, and also Kis pre-eminence; over
all oher created beings, yet His, Diviniry is still de-,
nied, and divine worship is acgordingly refused him,,
as inconsistent with what is dpe from man to any
hemg, but the FirsT and SupreME Causk of all
things. We again therefore mourn, because.the dis-
dples of Arius, like those of Socinus, refuse to
honour the SoN, .as they honour the FATHER, in direct
contradiction to the Son’s declaration on that im-
portant sub_;ect, and that thus by, pervertmg the,
Eter~aL TrurH, they turn light into darkness in.
their own minds. We lament further, that the Arias
doth not virtually come unto Jesus CHRIST; nor vir-
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tuay follow' Him, nor "vittually adide én Him, any
more than the Socinian, notwithstanding all the.pre-
éepts and m,;unctwns of Jesus CHRIST to that effect,
since every one vmually comes bo, ‘virtually follows,
and. vittually’ abides ¢ that object, ‘whatsoever or
whosoever it ‘be, whith le!draws nigh to with his
stpreme love ‘and ruling affection, and consequently
if ‘this supreme love ‘and ‘ruling affection be not di-
tected towards the Great REDEEMER, as must of
necessity be the case if that REDEEMER be not re-
garded as -an object of diviné worship, then that '
RepeemER cannot possibly be either come to, fol-
dowed, or abided in, and thus His words are again
perverted, darkness ' created, and the ETERNAL
TruTH extmgmshed ‘obscured, and even anmhl-
ldted, in the*unbehevmg mind.

" 49. There is yet another class of professing Chris-
trans, ‘whose Creed, 'accorditig - to our ‘own pro-
‘phetic language, hath ﬁledfus with bitterness, and
made s drunken with wormwood, (Lam. iii, 15.)
Buch are all they, ' who acknowledge, asthey profess
to do, the Divinity of JEsus ChrisT, but yet refuse
to acknowledge His SoLE and SupreME DiviNITY,
insisting that He is otily one person in the divinena-
’tt’u"'e,: and that besides Him there are two other per-
sons; the FaTHER and ‘the Hony GrosT, who are
both. entitled to like honour, adoration and worship
with Him. . But what a strange Creed .is this, to be-
Tieve in three infinite beings, - as must be the case, if
‘each person by himself be called Gop and Lorp,

M -
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Besjdes, . how can divine worship be properly ady
dressed to wmere than Owe Being? . For, in. what
doth divine worship prineipdlly consist, but,ig the
bumble and grateful ackspwiedgment, on the part
of ‘the worshipper, that his life, with all it's facel:
ties ang all it's blessings, is from the Gob whem e
worships? But bow can this acknowledgwent;by
made to more than One Being, in other words, how
ean muy worshipper ascribe o more than Opg Bejng
the origin of his life ? &c.. Ifthen Jrsus CaRist be
ealled Gob, and be helieved in end appreached ay
sn abject of divine worsbip, He wust of necessjty he
called the saurce and fountain of all life, and of all
faculties of life, as he Himself announces Himselftp
be where he so emphatically declares, I wm the Rgt
SURRECTION and the Lirs, (Johu xi. 25. ;) and aggin,
X am the way, the truih, and THE Livs, (John, xiv, 6)
And if He be confessed to be the yource and fouptain
of all life aud of all facnlities of life, He mpust of
ebusse be canfessed to be the o¥iy sgurce amd
fountain, sinde.it is abisolutely impossible, ta. nonaeire
of more than ose. And again, if He be copfessed
to be the axLY seurce and fountain of life, He must
then bé confessed to be the only Gop, and alspbe
believed in and . appropohéd as the SqLE and Syr
preme Oiect. of all adomation, praise, glory.end
thanksgiving, unless it-cen be shown, (which; is abr
‘solutely itapossible) that the ONg ONL¥ soupce agé
fovutain of life, and the O¥% ONLY- Gon, aretwp
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dikthict arid sepurate Belngd. We dié giiaved tere.
fo76 at ‘heart to thitk, that-ahy Christidh, Who #e>
ktitWledses the Divinity of the Grest S4viovn,
stodfd dot ‘cknowledgs His: SoL¥dbd: Subiemy
Pivikit, when yof ‘[é Hirmself tebtiied that Hi:
did the Faried are One, (Johw £. 30::) thi B
dwelleth ' the. FATnix, ant i’ Fatui® i EF
(Johity xiv. 10.;) that Whosoéver sseth ditd Rokdioudi
Piry, steth and knowetk the Fatrur; (Fofnd xie. 7;
@'y that 'all things tRarthé Bithew Rufh dve FRs
et ATF thing's that e Rath are the PAHents; (ol
. 19, ;) thus, that by virthe of His unioh with the
Pathér; His humanily is bédomt a- Dreiwe FoMac
NITY, in which, as the Apostle expresseth it AN
?lie Sillhiéss B hé GopRes dhielledk bodily; [CB:i.
9:7) ddd theréfors He i called by Fobs,- The Trve
Qb dud' EHErNAL Lirk, (1 JohiFV.- 30y dnd by
Jhie, ‘Phe Onry Wise Gop ovr’ Saviotk; (Juds
24 and'by Hithself, The Atwitt did Omied, vus
Frebt ad the' Last, (Rev. 1. 11, 17:p 'wirewm
sH4l wi filivé the happitiess of seeing the Christiun
Witld aulivéred fromi dll perplexity ant¥confasion a4
té ‘the object: of their: worship, by he htiwble dad
biatefut sckuowlddiitient) that it drawing tigh ums
At Sd6riy Fesus CRis?, or the Farhen i M
Diving BumaNtty; they dw.mgh wiito ard adord
at the same time all that is, or can be, Di¥inek;
they iavPthids abddssto e INF N P dha‘ﬁhémhn
Clobwexb ', by, 4nd through iRAL PRoMaN PPy,
Wﬂicb" ot ﬂm pilrﬂdsﬁ‘ !h*w‘aé piéasdd %d mm
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here on egrth, and finally to-glarify, or make I}~
viNE, by .uniting it for ever with Himself; they
therefore -both. se¢ and know the Gonp whom. they:
worship, because He hath graciously rendpred Hun-
self visible. and knewn, as well as appreackaple in the
person of Jgsus CHRIST; thus by comsng ta and
abiding i the lycanNaTE Gop, they at once couy,
ply with His injuuctions, enter throwgh THE Door
Fnuu, .and secure tbeu' own salvation, by umtmf
in the angelic pang, Worthy is the Lamb which was
slein to regeive power, and.riches, and. wudom and
sirengih, apd kpyowr, and glory, and b(ess“g (Rgv
v. 12.) . :

50. But the butemen and warmwoad, af whlch 'we
are here cowplaining, are greatly ipcreaseqd by the
painful consideration, :that nat qply the divine per-
son and character .of the GREAT REDEEMER haye
been lost sight of and eclipsed, but also that the na-
ture of the,redemption which He wreught, and of the
salvation which He thus procured, hath heen misap-
prehended, and this to such a degree, as to.deprive
both redemption and salvation of their, chief glory,
and. io 8o daing, to stamp the reproachful name of
Ichahod on the Christign church, by a mamfegt, preof
that the glory is deparied fm;n Israel, (1 Sam, iv,
21,23.) 0
~ For what is the gratmg languagq, Wh!‘:!' q ﬂns
day is soynded in ouR ears from aill [Christiag
churches ? Is it not this, that the Sou oz Gop came
jnto the world to offer Hlmself as 4 sacrifice for the
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sins of mankind, and by so doiug to appease His Fa- .
ther’s anger, or, as some express it, to satisfy His
offended justice, whiqhxcou.ldjnot‘be satisfied withaut ,
such a sacrifice, and that all, who beliexe .in, and"
plead the merit of this sacrifice; are ‘cleansed from

sip, and admitted again into divine favoyr, and made,:
heirs of everlasting salvation? Is not this the gene-
rpl idea prevalent in the. minds of Ghristians congegnn,
ipg the redemption wrought by the GRgaT Savioyn;.
and the consequent salvation which .He came.to ac-
complish? Yet what a body of thick darkmess is.
involved in:these sentiments, gud. how is the sus.
thus turned into blackness, .and the moox into blood !,
For let ys examine attentively the above: Creed, that.
80 WE may. scrutinize it's component parts, and by a
wiritual anatomy may discover both it's greater,and.
smaller vessels, with all their several fibres, ragyifi-
cations, &c. &¢.. But what is the result of such an,
examination? In the first place we are struck,with
horror at the sight of one Gop, called the Soy,: agh.
asing, or. satisfying another Gon, called, the Fa-,
THER, 3 supposed circumstance which not only.di-
vides the divine unity, and, thus. intradnges-endiess.
canfusion and perplexity into the idea of Gop, bat
also, presents, fo the imaginatiop the frightful picture,
ofap grenging deity, who requirgd the blood af His,
own Son, hefore He could be reconciled to His sin<
- ful ¢reatures. . T hus the Gon.of love. is. twrped: inte
aGop.of wrath, of anger, and, of reseptment, and ¢hia
i direct, sontradiction {o..His awn express:mosds,
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whréit is witteh, GoD s loved the worlid, thot He
gWve EFis only.begatten SoN, iRat Whesoevtr Befisvitl:
in- Him should not perish, bitt Rave éverlaing Kfy,
(dotn ii. 10.) 2 o s

Bt in the dbove frightfal picture theve is anothies:
foatawe of ‘déforinity and of oppositiot to the BrFeiy’
wxas TReTH, which eqaslly excités otr diéad and:
0wk disgust; dnd which is this, that thé pottraitare of
siff i there draw iticorrecBy, sin Beitg raprésented:
as 4 f1iete sPot or stdiv in the life of Wan, Which niwy’
etisily be wastied otit at anly timé by ditgthei’s Blood, "
provided that the sitiner hath ffith iv- the: vivtue o
thatblocd. For How difitent i¥ this view of Bk frony
the inage of its malgnity drd of the depeh of itls il
fection; ds preseuted i ovk minds! How difRfese
des from the desctiption given of it ik thw reeonds o
Hevetatiot! Por according to the Tight itr which we
© gbe,alid - décording o the recdrds of Revelution
whith ave from Bitat light, and i agreentetit' Witk 7t}
sieris d terfibld disternper, infietipaRl thie vitdl prind
cipled OF s 1ifé dnd Tove, Eontlecting hidt witkt el
powets of dutikness; indispositg hitd (¢ therdceptidit
. o hesvenly tufh, did thus banishitg by, by hid
dwh frée bonsetit, fdnt ol dovsoditition: Wik lredven
sad all éonjuétion ‘of ife with its Gob. Sn'ubs
eoctinghy éiri- trever Be rettdved fronr man: B¢ty
soinenadiedl change wbighe i His Vita¥ prin€iples)
whiclbelishipe clin neve Be effectéd! but By wéts-of il
Pl e, WHich acts aré' oty trére ot loed thhd
el Ratios’ of tiarf'd-will, O tove; Tedding Risk ¢4
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live no longer 40, bimself agd the world, bat-in ghe~
dience to the Exgpnar Truth, by rejectipg from
his heart Hinse eyils, which the trufh tepches fo ba
evil, becapse contrary to Gop, ang by cherishing
those yirtues and graces which, the truth.tegches tg
be gond,. becapse from Gom, and conducting to
Gpp.: Jesus CERIST ageqrdingly -cplled ma,ukmg
1o repentance, . as a necessary qualifigation, for peljens
ingy :where e says, [eeponi yt. and belieye the Gos,
#¢h (Mark i, 16.) and ss a necessary guplificaion
3lao 1o xegeive remisgion of sins, Whpre He says,
That repestance and. remigsion of sing should be
gregched in His name amang afl gations, ‘beginning
at-Jerepalem, (Luke xxiv. 42.) - 1t isindeed writtom,
 that mankind are cleanged. from sin 4y tke blood of
Qumstr, apd-that. He was wousded for. tbezr traus:
gressions, bruised Jor their injquilies, tlmt the chas,
tisement of their peace was upon Him,, aud that by
Hix siripes they gre healed; and that therefore He is
the Laup oF Gap that taketh away the sins of the
sworld ; but it onght surely to he: well considered
what i p;ogevly wmeant by tke blood qf Christ, what
by His wawnds, His bruises, His Obastssement, and
His siripes, apd what by His taking away, the sins.of
the world. 1t qught therefore to be well copsidered,
sngl also well understogr, that, by ¢he bload of
CHRIST is Rot, meant mex;ely ;bat blood which was
shgd ou the cross, but that .bload of which He
deolares, Except ye,eal the flesh, and DRINK THE
Broqo gf the Non, of mun, ye have. no. life in yox,
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(John' vi. 5.’3) cobsequently ‘some prmcnple of' spl-
ntmﬂ life from Jesus Carist, which man cught to
recélve and incorporate ‘into his life. " For the same
. reason, it ought to be considered and well under-
stood; that by 'His wounds, His bruises, His chas-
tisement, His $tripes, hre not meant merely His suf-
ferings as ‘to His body, inflicted by the cruelty of
wman, but the mﬁmtely more grievous agonies of" His
mind, in’ consequence of His combats agafnst the
powers of darkness, that He might remove them
from man By His taking away therefore the sins
qf tlze world is to be understood, that by virtue of
those combats, and of that pnuclple of heavenly.
er which He brought. near to man in His DiviNe
¥umanity, He placed man in the ability, or pos-
sibility, of removing sin from himself by actual ret
pentance, and of thus attaining to the newness of
heaveuly life.

51. But another mischief, eqna]ly deplorable with
the above, yet resulting from the ‘same mistaken
ideas, is this, that the true meamng of the terms re-
dempuon and salvation is kept entirely out of slgbt
'msomuch ‘that it is mo longer seen or known in the
Christian world, that the redemption wrought by the
GreaT RepeEMER consisted in His combats against
‘the powers of darkness, in His subjugation of those
'powers, and in His orderly arrangement of the hea-
‘vens in- consequence of 'such subjugatlon In like
‘manner, it is no longer seen, or known, that by the
glorification of His Humaniry, or, what is the
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sanie thing, by iuniting: that FlumanTiv fully with
His DiviNiTy,” and :thuscmaking .it a Dyvine Hus
MANITY, the:BLEssED Jesus bécame an ETERNAL
SaviovR -of:all those, whe :do the work of: repent~
ance, -and come wnto Him, \by deliveringthem from
their sifs, and at the same time by'giving them per=
petual access to Himsélf in‘His:GLog1F1ED HuMa-
'NITY; and. thus perpétual: access tor'the SUPREME
GobHEAD; or the FATHER, Who is one.with that
Humantry.  Yet that. the GrEaT REDEEMER, in
the days of His flesh, combated and sabdued the
powers of darkness, and thus diminished the over-
" wheélming ascendancy: whieh they. had -acquired in
human minds, 'is manifest. froth: the multiplied testi-
mony of - the Sacred Scripturés, .and especially from
the Book of Psalms, where ithose comibats and vic-
tories are recorded in the internal sense; and parti-
enlarly from these words in the Eyarigelist, Now ¢s:
theljudgment of this werld; now:skall the prince of;
this world be-cdst out,' (John xii. 31.3) and again, [
bekeld: Satun as' lightwing fall from :héaven;: (Luke:
x. 18. ;) and again; How can.one entex 31t .a strongy
man’s housé, and spoil his:goods, except hegfirst bind
the 'stromz. .manr, -and then he may spoil. his gaods?
(Matt. xii.29.) - ‘And that:the heavens were-affected;
by this subjugation @f: the . powers of .darkness, :ig:
plain from the Apostle’s téstimony, iwhere he apeaks.
both of thing's-on earth and things in-heaven being re-
conciled-to the Bressep Jesus, (Col: 120) And
lastly, that the HumaNsry.of JEsus was glorified,
. N
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or made a Dtvine HumaNiTy, and thus that Heis
become a parpetual $aviouvn of.all who come uate
Him in the spirit of a true. faith and repentance, it
manifest from these His awn gracious words, - Nos
#s.the BoN ar Man glorified, .and Gov is glorified
Him. If Gon be glorified in Him, Gob shall alsn
glorify. Him .in Himsélf,' and shall. straighktway glo-
#ify Him, (Joho:xii. 31. 32. ;) and again, FaTeeR,
glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from hew
ven, saying, I have both glorified it, and mll glorw
it again, (Jolin xii. 28).

We are filled then again twsth bmerma, at the ren
flection, that a fallacious. idea respecting redcmpm
and salvalion, grounded merely in the letter of the
sacred oracles, hath darkened in men’s minds the
light.of the ExarNAL Trurh, and in sadoing hath
concealed from their sight the just and interesting
and edifying idea,. suggested by the interoaler ge-
nuine sense of those oracles.. Wa grieve thns thst
the passion of the cross is. called redemption, when
yet redempsion : consista in the subjugation of the
powers of darkuess, and in the libertion: of mpu-
kind from their infernal ascendancy. We grieve
again, that reconciliation with Gob,is suppoesad to.
be effected by another’s suffering, ‘wheén yet veconci-
liation with Gop ean only be effected by repentance,
or the rejection of sin, and by the recepfion of new.
life from Gob in tonsequence of such rejection. Wig
grieve again, that creation, redemption and régenera-
tion are uo longer censidered as the works of ONE.
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and the same Divine Beiye, acting in distinct and
waried characters, and by distinct and varied operay
tions, but as the works. of séveral divine beings, each
of . whom. s conceived to bie an equal.object of diyine
adoration. . Thus WE grieve to think that a dread-
ful ctonfusion and perplexity distract the minds of
Ghristibns; under every act of divinewership, since
-imstead of approgeling immediately to JEsus CHRIsT
in -His Diving Humaniry, and believing Him in
that HuMANITY to be the Gop of heaven and earth,
because one with the ETERNAL FaTHER, they
divide the¢ir worship. amongst several abjects, and
¢ousequently destroy it, inasmuch as proper divine
‘worship, according to what we have already shown,
pan bg paid only to one object. Lastly, we are
grievel] at heart to reflect, that it is no longer seen or
knowainthe Christian church what isthe proper idea
of medintion and intercession, and that these offices
are ﬁsch'ibed_/fb Jesus CHRrIST in consequence of as-
swming wdt glorifying a HumaniTy, which Huma-
~1TY. therefore is to be considered as medialing and
tnterceding between Him and His children, since it
is by and through that Divine Humanity aloae,
that His children can have access to Him, or He to
His children. .
~ When then will the Christian world have compas-
sion on Us, (o justice to themselves, and thus dry up
the source of eur tears? When will one Gop alone
be ackmowledged in the church, and that Gop be
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¢confessed to ‘be the Lorp Gob the Saviour Jesus
Carist? When will a- Divine TRINITY be thus
adored, not of persoms, but of Farmer, Sow, and
HovLy GHosT, or, what is the same thing, of the
EssextiaL ‘Diviniry, of the Divise Husaniry,
and of the Divine OPERATION, making oNE Géb,
as the human Trinity of soul and body and. opers-
tion make one man? When will the prophetic pro-
mise be accomplished, where it is written, TWe
‘Lorp (JEROVAR) -shall be king over ail the earth;
In that day there shall be one Lorp (JrHovam) over
all the earth, and His name one? (Zech. xiv. 9)
"When too will 4 similar prediction be fulfilled, which
declares, That the kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lowrp, and of His Cuiisr,
(Rev. xi. 15.) not of our Lorp alone, or of the Es-
sENTIAL GoDHEAD, called the FATHER, alone, but
of His Carist, or of the DiviNne HumaNITY call
ed the Son, in eternal and indivisible union ? When
will mankind thus enter by the door into the sheep-
~ fold, believing the HumaNITY of JESUS CHRIST t0
be that door, and that no one cometh to the FaTHER
but by -(or through) that HumaniTy ? When will
the ideas of mediation and intercession be thus purg-
ed from error, and become genuine scriptural ideas,
by the humble and grateful acknowledgment that all
mediation and intercession belongs to the above Di-
viNe HumaniTy, inasmuch as every-divine. com-
munication from Gob to man, and every swocessfal
and acceptable supplication from man to Gopis

N
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made solely by and through that Humaniry?
Finally, when will the mists and darkness of unbe-
lief, of error, of perplexity and confusion, which at
present overspread the Christian church, be dis-
persed, that so the bngi)t morning of intellectual
light and love may dawn, and be succeeded by the
fuﬂ*ns:dg of the- Sun or R1GHTEOUSNESS from the
facé of Jesus Cnms'r, to dlspense it’s reviving
betuis of love, and' wisdom, and peace, to the most
remote corners of the habitable globe P—It will be
ouRr constant devout prayer that the happy day may
be hastened, ‘but we canndt: hope: ever to behold it’s
splendour, only so far assthese words of the Grear
Saviour become well ~incorporated in the hearts,
the understandings,” and the lives of mankind, I am
the light -of the world; He that followeth wE shall

not- walk in darkness, but shall have llw LIGHT oF
Ltn:, (John viii. 12)
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'CHAPTER VHL . . .

“The Complaint and Expestalation of tha Momoriek
. dsts continued, particulerly sn Rugard ta the Hoa
* venly -Doctrines ¢f the New quklp, athia Deg

- reveuled b0 Mankind. - - . e

; .
y e e ey na

. 59, WE have 'alréady qooken of thdwbuvdniy
doctrmes, and how they 'were dictatéd by us for the
benefit of the charch, at a time when the church
must otherwise bave perished, through the overfiew
of error, in consequence of the pervevsion wird mslé-
interpretation of the revealed Word of the Muwr
Hicu: We have already shown aleo, it what thdt
perversion and misinterpretation principally con-
sisted, viz. in the division of the GoDHEAD into three
distinct persons, to each of whom is ascribed a
distinct operation ; and further, in the separation of
charity, faith, and good works, those three essen-
tials of Christian life and salvation, from each other.
Our present complaint then is, that this perversion
and misinterpretation of the ETERNAL TruTH is not
attended to by those who call themselves Christians,
and that of consequence the remedy which we have
provided, by opening again the true, internal, ge-
nuine sense of the holy oracles, is not accepted and
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applied in'a maoues, - which'we haid every goost -rea-
son to.expect, . when wd considered the - infinite jox-
porfance. of the: subjnety and ws cannectum vnlhjhe
bedt interests. of man. Gl

- But in arder: the moreé fuﬂy metxfy oun.cnhv-
phiins and remounstrance ion. thit ececasion, it. will
perhaps he mdaessary fo take'a more particulas views,
both:of the. shave: pecversigw and misintesprelatson, -
ond also: of -the .remedy . which wB bave gravided to
Cotinteraet it's : destructive temdency, .and. thas.te
spen agiin thie fountain of éke water of lgﬁ for the
veceelition and xevivalof perishing montals. - .
« . 83.. WE shall begin: with the perversion aud! misin-
uqmmdhm, ‘bpeause ab a right and comprehensive
xiqw. abthiis part of oun subject, will depend the con
vietion of the effidacy of theremedy which we have
previded:to.counteractit. . .
1. Bathere:we find it difiealtto shﬂe or even to mis
tigate our feelings, so as to prevent them from ex-
peessing themselves. ia the most pathetic language of
somaw, of commiseration, and of tender solicitude
forthe eternal: welfare of aur’ beloved offspring the
children: afimen.  Far what .is so terrible a mischief
as: perviessidn. .of the Ereanar TruTh, especially
of that piart. of it which teaches the D1vixe Uniry?
simce if the unity of Gop be not acknowledged in the
church, then:more gods than one must be acknow-
ladged, and if snore gods than one be aeknowledged,
then the church must have more %eads than ene, and
if the church has more heads than one, what is she
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in such a case bit as a ‘body with several keads, con-
sequentlya monster ? Yet what enlightened-eye can-
not discern,  that some pervetsion of -this kind hath
taken place in the church called:Christian ?.: For
when it is said that there is one God called the Fa-
sher, who created the world, and anether God calléd
. the Sor, who redeemed the world, - and another God
called -the Holy Ghost, who sanctifisth.it, what is
this but saying in so many' words, ‘there: arée three
@Gods?: Invain'is it urged . that the three jase united
410 -one will and one essence, and that thiey thus make
one God, for whilst the work of creatiok is ascribed to
one, the work of redemption to.another, and the work
of sanctification to a 'third, how isit possible for the
mind to extricate itself from the idea of three sepa-
rate and distinct divine operators ? And what are three
separate and distinct divine operators but thiee sepa-
rate and distinct gods? We grieve therefore with an
undescribable pang of sorrow and heaviness of heart;
'to think, that the divine unity is thus lest sight of, so
as to be nearly anuthilated in the church called Chris-
tian, and that consequently it is no-longer seen, and
still less acknowledged, ‘that the one and.the sdme
Gop, who created the world, redeemed and saacti-
fieth it also, though operating under a varied charac-
ter, and assuming a variéd medium of operation.
We grieve thus at-the reflection that.it is no. longer
seen, still less acknowledged in the charch,. that the
 Lorp Gop the Saviour Jesus CHRIST is that.one
and the same Gop, who in the beginning created the
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world ; in time redeemed it by assuming a’Humanity
here on earth ; and. to eternity sunctifies, regemerates
and saves all, who do the work of repegtance, and
tome unto and abide in Hm in that H,UMANITY now
made"Dlvmz, :

+:54., Nearly allied. to the above perversion, and
proceeding from it, is that other fallacious doctrine
which ‘separates- charity, faith and good works from
€ach dther in the great business of salvation, assign-
ing to faith a pre-eminence to which it hasno claim,
by insisting that: man &5 Justified by faith alone, and
that . charity and. good ‘works are to.be regarded
imerely - as the fruils and sigms of thdt faith. For
how plain‘is’ it to' see, that this doctrine is opposed
alike to'sound reasok aud.to revealed: religion, since
sound reason teaches, that o be justified is. to .be
made just, and that man can pever be made just but
by admitting into’ himsélf a principle of justice from
Gop,:and that such a principle cannot be admitted
into himself, only so.far as it is admitted conjointly
into -his: will, his .underskanding, and, his actions,
since these are : the .faculties: which properly consti-
tate himself! Sound. reason "also further teaches,
thatjustice from Gop, when admitted into the will
of man, is the same'thing as charity, and when ad-
. mitted into the understanding of man, is the same
thing as faith, or ¢ruth, and when admitted into the
actions of man, is the same thing as good works.
Sound  reason therefore.concludes, that to assign a
justifying - principle to . faith ‘elone, separate from

o
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charity abil good works, is ‘to supposeamanjhsa
fied, because he is made just inione facalty. of bis
fife, when possibly the other oo facullies may 're-
main uxyust ; thus it is to Suppose, that:the tokols
man is justified, when only a third part of him is
justified; -and that part by no nbaus the ‘pnnclpat or
most essential part. :

.But the abové doctrine, is not more- oppoaed to
md reasos, than to revealéd religion, sinceithis Jat.
ter not. only 'insists on the pre-eminenee of charity
bwer faith, (1 Cor. xiii. 13.) but also perpetnaly. in+
tulcates. the necessity of good works, by thé awfil
declaration, thdt man will bejudyged fieréafier accord-
kng to his works, (See Matt: vii. 19, 20, 23. Chap.
X#L9 to 21. Chap. xvi. 27. Luke vii.21c' Jobn
V. 81. . Chap. xiii. 17. Chap. xiv. 13to 22." ‘Chap.
xv. 8, 18. Rev. xiv. 13: - Chap. xx. 12. Chap
axii. 12.  Jev. xkxii. 19. Hesea' iv.: 9. Zech: i 6)
¥s i possible thento suppose that the works of man
contribute hothing to his justifieation, whén yet they
are to be tlie ‘grounds'of Mis futare jadgment?' it
Possible to sapposk, that mah cin be justified by
Juilh alone, Wwhen ybt the grand mduity to.be'made
‘hereafier will bse, . wot wirat hie bras believed, bat what
He hus prdetised, ot what he'lras admitted into Res
understindding, .but what be lras brought fortl i'hs
#f, in his'daly actions, condvct ‘and .conversupion?
Besides, what are a'mun's- wovks, but the deterini
natiotis oF tadiifications of his'will, or love?’ Aol
can'it be coneeived that those ‘déterminations of ra-
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mifioaticns ate nacanneeted with his justifagtsan, and
that thos he ia to be judged from the pergyasions of
hip: smdersianding ov.thought aloge, without any,rey
gaid ta.what he has beeu, or te whatbe is, in: the
higherand-more interior faculty of his ryling Jove and
suppeme affection ?  The very iden is repugnant tq
sil the solémn:declarations of the ALmiGHTY,, to all
that is discoverable of the nature apd constitution of
min, andespecially to: this discayery, that every
- man is siich as bis governing lqve is, apd npt such ag
his " smtellectual persuasions ate, separate frqm that
love, and consequently that his future judgment wil}
be determined by. the former, and.pot at all by the
lajter, onliy sb far as they are conuegmd mth thq
falmw. il

.58 Let:it however he well obsenved. that we a;g
Dot here speaking .of charity and good warks accord;
ing -to- thie ‘usual.acceptance and weaning of thosg
terms; as:if they implied yo wjore than.mere natyref
sempassion, ‘satural. sympaiky, and $he: aperations
resulting. from thobe; or fram any.other similar af-
foctions.of the mere natural man: Butinspeaking. of
charity, we would be understond. to mean that
highor, more iuterior, and spiritnal principle of bro-
therly!love and kindness, which mwan-igeeiyes from
Gop im the pracess: of :his. regeperatian, nnd which
therefore may mere gwqperly he called the charity of
fdony: than of man! -!And in speaking slso.of good
works, wr would:be andedrstaod 0! menn perks done
feom: this higher, yiare .igterior, .and spiritual princi-
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ple of heaven-born charity, conseqwently notiworka
done with a view to establish buman werit, still less
to engage human favour, but works done in that spi-
rit, and uader the influence of that principle;of which
Jesus CurisT speaks, when He says, He that
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may:be.
made manifest, that they are swrought in Gdp, (John
iii. 21.) And shall not-such charity and sach sverks.
tend to the justification of him, whose mind is: under
the influence of -the former, and whose.life is Tegu-.
lated by the laster ? - For doth not all jusiification.
come from Gobp, thatis to say, from Jesus Carised.
And can-Gop call any-one justified who is mot made
Just? And can any one be made just but by the spi:.
rit of justice, which is the spirit of charity and it's
operation from Gop? To assign then a'justifying
principle to fuith alone, exclusive of.charity.and
good works, (and it must be exclusive if it be alone,)
is to assign a justifying principle to the. absence of
justiee, thus to assert that Gop will consider.a man
Just, who has no justice, and will consequently;re-
ward him. for that which he never atherpouesaed.
or loved, or practised. : Oy
56. In the above perversion of heaveuly amh;
then, by which the anity of Gop. is destroyed, |and
the sacreéd cord snapped asuuder, which from cnes-
‘tion was designed to link together. charjty, faithanid
good works in an indisscluble bond of holy urion,
we contemplate the direful source.of  every misery
and mischief, which. can possibly befal ;the Mumas
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vice. For hy this perversion, -as by the Jewesh: tra.
ditions of old, (Matt. xv.- 6. Mark vii. 13.) the
cominandment: or Word of Gob s muade of none effect,
becayse the cornmandment or: Word of ‘Gop ineul-
cates, in every.sentence, the divine unity, and also the
pecessjty of the. union of charity, faith. and good
works. . And if the commandment or Word of Gop
‘inithus made.of none .effect, what is there then left
foranan’s sanctification and salvation ? 'We should"
therefore shed perpetual tears over the above: per-
version, if we did nat keep our eyes constautly fixed
on'the remedy which onr-DuviNe FaTser: has pro-
vided to -counteract it, in the heavenly:doctrines of
the New Jerusalem. Allow us then freely to speak
our. sentiments on the ongln, thequahty, aud tbq
efficacy of this remedy. . ‘
- -And first onit’s oregin. L
-+That this origin is divire, or that the heavenly
doctrines of the'New Jerusplem are from Gob, and
not from man, still less from the powers of dark-
pess, must be evident to every candid and unpreju-
diged reader from -the consideration, that they are
all of them grounded in.the Worp or Gop, and
that they exalt the anthority of that HoLy Buok
aliove eyary other testimony whatsoever. The -en-
lightened acribe.therefore, who bad the:high honanr
of publishing.thoss doctrines tqthe warld, was peis
ther Whe self- tang hi- philasapher,  whasmelts. all hiy
epistiona.in.the, qrugibleof his.ownimagination ; nox
the dslyded. anthusiast, who mistakes;the impulse of

disorderly spirits, for the influence and operation of
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the sobriety of trath ; nor the ddind Bigot; who calls
nothing trae exeept the peculiar dogmas of his owa
church orsect ; but he ranked in the. ¢lass.of those
pure and obedieat childrén of the Mosr Hicn, who
gremd both their wisddur and their bappiness iwthe
. blessed confession of the holy man .iof old, Thy
tword is a lamp unlto my feet, and a kg wnéo my pash,
{Psalm cxix. 105.) Every doctrine therefore: of the
New Jerusalem bears the stamp . and: sapression.of
this most devout ackrowledgment, and is: conss:
¢ently a cotnage origitiatiog in & heavenly mint, and
inscribed with ‘' an ¥mage :and’ superscription, wot.of
Oesar, but of Ceesar's Gov, the Kiwe or Kinos
and Lorp or Loxrps. This will appear evident to
the intelligent and-well-disposed reader, not owly
" from the doctrines themselves, but from’the lam
guage of unaffected simplicity in which they aro'ex-
pressed,: . from'the force and clearness of ratidaaliar-
gumefit by which they are confirmed, and above:all
from the sablime end to which they all poies; - vis,
the purification of man from sin and selfishness, that
hemay rise on the wings of ‘elevated affectionsumd
thougtits 'to an eternal conjunction of 1€ and dove
with his Parger'and his Gop, "~ - . i
- Andias the origin of the heavenly doctrines of the
New Jerusalem is-this holy -and-divine; ‘solikowise
is'their quality; m:tuae'gén'emv mcm.wvuﬁh
they tire distinguishéd from bther'doetrities, sl pre:
setitéd under an'aspect so peculiary sheir owns s
réxﬂavk inight’becoﬂﬂl'ﬁletf by«a ﬂam«m{ mmw

’ [ £ XA IS | H LR T e
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tidns, ;but we shall i cenfinkoutsslnes atpreshis:ie
ane, becausé in that:axe dre involved :a-thousantk
others. ;- The eénsideration to' whick wE. advert ik
thé . distidction perpetually - pointed af an: those
doctrines, -between! déve and widom, betweeb good.
and fruth,. bétween. eharityind fasth, thus between
dxll atd wnderstanding, whilst it is shown by ab evi«
dence bright ak: ¢he:san at hqon.day; thas as all:hyia
man evid origindtes:in the sepanation of those heavbaly
priaciples from each othér,sb dll propér humen bxs
dellence hath W's:birth from, their conjunétion, be~
cause.on thit conjunttion degiends: the cdanjunctior
Qf iGob ‘with man, :and of mai»w&th - Gony::thns the
all:of man’s holitess, salvation and;bliss; .. On:this
foundation fis built the beautiful supersteucture. of thq
Aoly city :New Jerusalem, or ofi that pwre -and. heds
venly dedtrine predicted in the hrightpages of: Res
velation, which: whs tb be the blessing of a removated
werld; ‘Because it was te be the laberndcle of Gon
with daeh, in which. He will dwell with them, and theh
shall be His people, amil Gon. Homself shall be with
tkem:their.Gop, (Rev. xxi.8.) The essential quas
lities (of this. Gop, or of the Gob: worshipped in-the
Newv Jefusaldm, are made known. from  the:abovd
conjumttibn,: by which it is.clearly ween.that:Gon i
lave stself, 2dd wnisdom tiself, or good itsdlf, atid trush
iteelf; iin the closent and mostindivisiblé nhioh;: thiw
that He: idnot lowe alone, or wisdom alows, noryed
gookl alane, or ireth alome; but that He is-essentidl
le¥¢ analcebgential Wisdoin, or-esbential good mid eti
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sential truth, united and making one etérmallyiin!
His divine person. On the same ground it is showa
that the Worp or Gob, as proceeding from. Gop;
must of :necessity contaip ‘in it's inmost bosom the
same divine principles undivided and mseparable,
and that eonsequently this holy book doth aotcons
sist.of lové alone, or of wisdom alone, nor yet of good
alone, or of truth alore, butis a complex of love and
wisdem, or of good and truth, intheir eveslasting:
and never-to-be-divided-union.. On the same idea it
is deen also what . pioperly :constitates an angel of
heaven and a man of the clurch on earth: and that
neither such an angel' or ‘such a man can possibly
exiit, but from the conjunction of the above heavenly
principles: from Gop, effected by ‘and through. the
devout reception of His MosT HoLy Worp, which
at dnce contains and conveys those principles.: From
this consideration therefore is lastly deduced. a doc-
trine, which stands prominent amongst the heavenly
doctrines of the New Jerusalem, and which is this;
that no man can be. saved by faith alone, separate
from charity and a good life ;. or by any.kind or de- -
gree of kmowledge alone, separate from .the life:of
knowledge ; or by the profession of a Creed, unless
the commandments also are believed in and obeyed ;
or by the. doctrines and articles of the chunch.to
which he belongs, only so far as he is wise to.depsrt
from the evils, and to cherish the goods, which those
doctrines and articles point at and make manifest.
On the same ground and principle it is shown, thst
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"o ‘one ‘can Be saved by chai-i't}; a?one,‘separa;te frhn:
Wde'faith whlch connects it w1th_' it’s dlvme orij
*or'by good inténtions and ood f&b:éo.\m‘dlone', se] a-
wa‘te?r"om the 'heavenly truth and know edge,‘ hlch
are neceésary to ascertam t‘he quahty of those’ mten-
tlons and purposes ; or hy the comman:fments q;lo'f'}
Without ‘the &eed whlch teaches what those ‘ébm-
mandments are, and what are thelr dmne conte‘ ts’ H
or hy smcenty and obedzence a}one in the wrllmun.}ess
e divine Iaws of the M'osl‘ Hmn are recogmzeﬂ
wen di gested and understood in the 1ntellectual fa-
citfty. Thus, according to the heavenly doctrlne
o‘f the N'ew Jerusafem, it 1s not suﬂiment for man to
koo the triith, unless he aTso Zove t nor to ?ove yltJk
iinless he also knows 1t smce to ;mow, and not to
love, 'lS to have an endi Etened understandmg, whlfst
the will is unpurgﬁed and to love, and not to Imow,
1§ to have : a wrll desnrous of punﬁcatlon, but destl-

SR AR

fute dt' the means necessary for it’s accomphshment.
octrine therefore pérf)etna]ly
iicilcates the hlgh expedlency of corhbmmg Imow—
Ie" re with love, and love with Enowledge, and both
practwe, m order to attain all that perfectlon o
Chrlstlan character, which JEsvs CHRIST had in
v‘leév', when He said, ff 3 e Fnow these things, happy
are yeify ye do ﬂiem, (3 ohn' xiii, 17. y
Frorh the above consrderatlons a\so, as from a
br mht center, a- number of other radlatmg and lm-

portant d’octrmes are duced’ formlng 931 to'get er

LY
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aharmony, a cousrstency, and a power of refigious
P ot e -
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instruction, which none but the most thoughtiess
‘and impenitent can gainsay and resist. Such are the
"doctrmes of free-will, of repentance, of rgformatzon
‘and regeneration, of remzsswn of sin, of conscmtce,
‘of pzely, of :mputatwn, of human’ mmt, &c. &c.
‘all which, whensoever read with serious attention,
must of necessity secure the consent and approba-
tion of every well-disposed mind.

Ir any additional testimony be wantmv to prove
the superlor excellence of the above doctri ines, it
may be sought for and found in the author’s’ expe-
rience respecting the invisible world and it’s mbabl-
tants, all tending to confirm the evangelical declara-
tion, that the wicked shall go away into everlaslmg
punishment, bt the nglzteoux into life eternal, (Matt
xxv. 46.) "This experience, we are well aware,
whilst it excites the ridicule of the careless, will be
admitted with caution and a degree of doubt even by'
the well-disposed. But we are well aware also, that
the more attentlvely it is examined under our mﬂu-
- ence, which is the influence of heavenly love and
heavenly wisdom, the more it will command res-
pect and veneration, until at length it be seen and ac-'
knowledged to be one of the most extraordinary and
anerciful revelatioos, by which the FaTHer oF HEA-T
VEN was ever pleased to unvail to mortal view both
the glories of His heavenly kmvdom, and the mise-
" ries of it’s opposite, and thus lead mankind to shun .
the latter, and take refuge in the eternal and sub—,
' stantlal comforts of the former. '



L4

HEAVENLY MEMORIALISTS. 115
Ifthen it be of any importance that man should
attain to the true knowledge of Gop and of himself: '
Ifi it be of any importance that . the revealed Worp'
of the Most Hicn should be reverenced .under-
stood and obeyed by mankind : If it'be of any im-
portance that the heavenly pnncnples of justice and
judgment, of goodness and truth, of charity and
faith should operate in human mmds undwzdedly, '
and thus powerfully : Jf it be of any importance
that man should live for another world, as well as,
for this, and yet shoyld so live for another world, as
not to forget that his happmess in that world will de-
pend on the faithful and conscientious dlscharge of -
hié several duties in this : If it be of any importance
that the love of Gap and nelghbourly love should
be exalted in the heart of man abOVe self- love and
the love of the world, and that he should thus be-
come spzntual as well as natural and acqulre a -
pnnclple in himself whlch may live for ever : : lf itbe -
of any importance that man should belleve ina (zea-
ven and in a Aell, and that he is created to be an efer- -
nal inhabitant of the one, or the other, accordmg to

the determmatmn of his will or love in the present |

world : If, in short, it be of any nnportance that the
great evangelical doctrines of repentance, of regeme-
ration, of remzsswn of sins, of free-wzll, of impu-
tation, of merzt &c &ec. . be well known, underptood .
and practlsed and that thus they ,may. not be re-
ceived, like ‘the seed in the, parable, either by the ‘
way-side, or on stony ground, er among thorns, but
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in the g-ood omul of an honesl and good heart ard; ,It
is ‘then of egual 1mportance that tbe heave f pq i
trines. of the New Jerusalem, now reveal by 14,
from beaven, shou1d be grateful[y anq deioqtl* ace
knowledged by 'mankind both as to thelg dnylpe
orzgm aud dmne quaicty, and should hus be ad-
mltted in tbe full force ‘of thelr combmeé aqthont

ll"

and excellency, smce [ell the above 1mpor}a, nCes, arg

Tt
mvolved m those doctrmes.
rieh 07

B, And if the orzgm ‘and QMIzt_Y of the"alr)‘o g:(,
doetrmes entltle tﬁem to umversai nespectbaiel

S T $¢] L0 ] ’
rulio, 3 likewise 4o theie oy, oy which .
ject it will besuﬂige% to o iérve! tlﬂt{ i‘y hayga
tehdepc to maice n, consequently to make angels,.

A l’(' ’JJ
o siaks B mnt s & e sarlh,
agreeable'!:o ’the E)redlctlon where u s wrlt ,3“ -
hof fq'ea{e,peja ke%v ns an anewear{ nan m\‘g .

farmer she not be remembered nor_come into mi

SNV R . iy "!'?':

(Isauabl h:v. 17 ;) and again, sawa new heaven and
earth, for the first heavm aqd ﬁr l ea‘;"l ‘um:le
a new eart f Lhg jirst heave corth wnre.

pa.'c.;éd away, ¢ amé X! er;e 30:;3 no more sea! (R S'(’{w :
For; by a new heaven is not to be umjerstp

the mszblle l’c veus‘, consmtmg of t e stm3 the mo ?“a,‘
the stars, an dle ﬁrmament ne ther bya ueag earf /

IAJ

is to be umierstood the vmble partbr conslstmg’of
‘)H( (A PTY | aey

1ts several le) oms, caﬁed ammal vegeta e, an

't 4 BRItE
mme’ ’1: by y the two te Jns u;nt 18 to un- ,

derstood e rlgbt rece'ptlon of ong)q

v

OF. ‘h
botl'x zntemal and grternal, as{ ﬁ“ th e Wé;q“o 3

Gf.;ms internally Yoved and rslo and

RAASTONEIR CAsT ) BTV IS U 'J't“ w \Y} no alusl, whil
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externally delighted.inaud obediewtlg prockidod, . Boe
the. WoRp.0% Gop intaraally-laved; and wadémstaod:)
constitytes heayen, becansq it cqustitntes,the angelic:
host, since hegyen is. heayen,, angd pogels-are abgels,:.
nat by. yirtae, of what,they powsasa frem hemselven:
but by, virtue of;that; puge Joye:and wisdawwhich:
they, passess from(3qp,: that fis $o,say, - frome Jswes>
Cﬂlsr’r In Jike joanner the.same Heny . Wonb;..
exgernally  delighted .in. and obedienslp practised,:.
congjitutes, what, is called. eanth,. becanseiticanstin:.
tutes $Ag church, or,, what;is, the -same ;thing, sha:s
mex.of the, church,| sipce, the chyreh| isothe,chanchy .
and the, mep of ths, church, are:meu,-nat;inconses:.
quepce of what they derive from. shemselses, butin |
consequence of their conjyngtion with Jesys:Canismy;.
by, angd ;through. His . Hary: Wara.; Thuadhe hea-:.
veply.dogtrines, of the New Jerusalem,. by opening: ~

-the mind .to a-pure love and spiriual apprehension
of \the Wogp of Gob, are repdayed. instrumentalin.
acgomplishing at.this day, ,as in angieat time, thbdi- .
“‘!ﬁmek lWh@l'@ it 'is ::Y"it.%; Le‘"’ malke maw:
in oy, image gfler ous likppess,.(Gen.d, 26). Far- -
man heogmes.an, imgge.¢f. Gap, by. the repephionef i
the TRurH of Gon, in, his understanding; and ke
becomes @ likgness of Gon by., the, receptign of..the .
love.of Gop,ip his.will, espegially,. when shat Jove is -
so\far unjted with wisdom, as go lead him so wiklto: -
think,,and o act, \in gl cases. fraely.cs.of bimself;. <
yet, ander the, fall qud gratafol askpowledgment xhat ‘2
all his payegtp siqeo infom Gagss..
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+Béhold ‘here then the' blessed efficacy of the doc-
trines which we are recommending, and which had -
their birth fiom our Heaventy Faruer and from
vs P~ In proportion as they dre admittéd into the hu-
man mind,  they introduce mto that mind the: proper
hwman principle, 'which is nothing else than the re-
ception of the love and 'wisddm of the ‘ETerNAL, °
thas reciprocal conjanction of Iife with Him. At
the - same . time - tbey render mdn- an dngel, and’
place kimiin consociation with angelic beings, since
the proper ‘angelic principle ‘i$ nothibg else but the
conjunction’ of - heavenly - love and - heavenly “wis-
dem, ‘and therefore if man be a subject of that con:
junction, ‘he also possesses angelic quality and'cha-
racter, aud as ‘to his internal part lives in ¢ontinual -
communion with the angelic host. Heaven and earth
are‘thus not only ereated and madé, but they are also ’
joined dogether, as at the original creatién, "and this
insuchi a sort, that all things in hieaven can descend
to-and' communicate with man, whilst all things in"
earth, or in the chureb, can ascend to and commu.
nicate with the angels. Thus finally is fulfilled what
is‘mritten: of the koly city New Jerusalem, where it *
is said, :f heard a great voice out df* héaven, saying,"'
Bekold;: the tabernacle of 'Gob is' with men, and He "
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people,
and'Gon Himself shall e with: them their Gop, and'
Gob shall wipe-away all tears froni'their eyes, (Rev. '
xxi. 3,3, 4.) And‘thus too all things predicted of ﬂfat e
“holy city, as it’s having the glory of Gov, and its
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- Uight like unta a stone most preetoxs, (Rev. xxi. 11.5)
it's great and high wall, with it’s twelve gates, and
twelve foundations, (Verses 12,,14. ;) it's leinguhi, and
breadth .and: height being. oqual,  (Verse 16.;) its
siregt of pure gold, as it. were, iransparent glass,
(Verse 21.) will be found, accordiug to. their proper.
spiritual interprefation, to characterize the heavenly
doctrines.of which wE are speaking, and in so doivg,
to identify those doctrmes with  the predlcted holy

aty, .

58. Shall we npt grieve then,. and gneva Jusdy,
t,hat‘ docmngq thug distinguished by their origin, theix

.quality, and their ¢fficacy, are.in general disregard-
ed, and even treated with coptempt ? . Shall we not
grieve, and grieve justly, that the prediction.of .the

GreaT REDEEMER is thus awfully fulfilled and ful-
filling, where He says, Behald, ;I send unto yow
prophets, and wise wmen, and scribes, and .same . ¢f
them ye shall kll and crucify; aud. some ¢f then
shall ye scourge tn your symagogues, .a.nd\pcchldc
them from cily to, atg’ (Matt. xxiii. . 34.) -Shall
we  not grieve,. and grieve justly, that this, terrible
persecution agaiust the truth is forented principally
by.those, who busld the .tombs of the prophets, and
garpish the sepulchres of the righteaus, and:sey, -If
we had been in the days of . our fathers, g wonld not
have beenparukws with them in the blaed of thepro-
pheis? (Matt. xxiii, 29, 30.) Itis,urged, indeed, as.an

‘apolpgy on the accasjon, thatin support of the anthq—

rity of thev above doctrines, miraculpus lestimpny,

t
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oughtts leve beswadued, dnd thitin'sueh cise'thiey
wouhl imve nret withinititversdt reception. Bt ftly
we be utiowed to ask,- Did-the'thirdeubods testibiiohly,
-which  acsompanisd: the precepis of - Ji:sts ‘i,
weouraunivemul veceptibe to:these Pretpis P Ruthir,
e wot shidbWery Wastindoriy Hicretst Both the Crithés
and ‘the condutiniativh of ‘the Jéwith chitiich? (Sle
Jolswxv, 24.) Besides, Wis piedicted by JeSus Ciisst,
that in Abe Jatter dalys tAere:shall ditve falve Chi-fils
and false prophets, and shall show great signs aRd
wonders, (Mutt. x£ivi'20.;) add ‘it B 440 wiitten
#a the Revelations coneeriing the bekst, Whst Ak dbckh
preatwondors, Wnd dvckivedh thesh Wil divell oh the
earth by thoss Mivatlés which he Rad Powerto U,
(Chap. xiki. 13, 14.) What secwxity thei is theke,
#hat msiraeulous testimony, had #t bBeen granted ih
confirmation of the above doctiings; wonld not havé
beew tarned agaiidt them, by being reprodthead &
an wuthentic matk and chiratter of the julsé Chrisd,
the fube prophas, 260 the barst ?  Besides, doth tiot
Jnvos Caitis'F §eclive, that §f oy mak ill dv the &
wine will; Ae sRuN RHOW of tRe dobttine; whetAer it be
of Gopy. or whelker I spéak of wiyself ? (JoRA vil: 17)
What ieed of ititackes theh 0o establish the avtiority
of dostrise, - when duciride estabiishies of overtdiig
15 oWy itHority; accovding to'i¥'s agréefisnt of dis:
agreemetit Wil the dnterior pridciples of oft et
wirds, @9, By théiF pare deeird to frGF divine pirt-
podes; are eutighitetied €0 deé WhEE AOGHTHY is mivit
i hanifony Wil thiose: purpbises ? Jolin thé Baptd
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did no-msracles, (John x. 41.). yet in pointing tv the
Laua'o¥ Gob, and calling mankind to repent and
believe in that Laup, he spake from an authority,
which, whilst it wanted no miracle to, support it,.
rendered all absolutely inexcusable who did not ad-.
wit it.. ;) And if the teagber of the heavenly doctripe
of the New Jernsalem points to the same Lams oF '
Gop, and . calls. all mankind also, to repent and be-
kieve in that. LaMB, what necessity is there.to con-
" firm &is doctrine by miracles, any more than to con-
firm that of the Baptist, and why are not all as inex-_
cusable in zejecting the doctrine of the ﬁmner, asin,
‘tejecting that.of the latter? . :

- Itis further urged as an excuse for n,ot adm;ttmg
the above.doctrines of the New Jerusalem, that the
church - is ‘at this day over-run. with enthusiasts, vi- -
sionaries, and pretenders to divine inspiration, by
whom it’s peace has been, disturbed,. it's members
deluded, and the truth itself expoged..to contempt
and detision.—It is true—but hath not this been the
case in all ages, when apy new dispensation of hea-
venly truth bas been communicated from aboxe?
Was not- Moses accordingly opposed. by the magi-.
cians of Bgypt, who, to.increase the difficulty of
distinguishing between: trath and error, were .ena-
bled to work- miracles, to. eonfirm their. authority ?,
(Exod. vii. 22.)~ How many pretenders also to Mes-,
siabship. appeared amongst -the Jews, at the time
when the. True Messtan was, manifested in the
world! (Acts v. 34 to 40.) Is it net alsp predicted

- Q
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by that MEasyAw, that dt the time of His: sesvcohd
coming fiksé Chivsts and false prophess skifl arise}
aiid shall shéw gréat sighs dnd: worders, insomweh
that, if it were powsible, they shall deéeive the vory
efect 7 (Matt. xxiv. 24)) The niultiplicity ‘then. .of
Sulie Chtidis and false prophéts, Who at thié. day awe
detéiviog the Cliistian Workl, so fur flom beingrdnly
afguihent hpainst the New Jerasalem dispensation,
is rathér a striking evidence in it's favour, since it i
in perféct agredthent with thié circumstatices atdends
ing all former dispensutions of & simblar kivd, aend
was besides foreseen ind predicted, in order deubts
less to excite at once both' dttention and eadtion. H:
it be askéd, Why the divine providence of oar Hua-
vENLY FA¥Rer should permitsuch confusion, and
should thus increase the dificulty of distimguishing:
Betwéeh the frue and the folse, between the reid awd
the prelended? Wz do not hesitate to reply, thi
the pevinitsion is for this very reason, to tcrease she
difficilty ‘of distinguishing; &e. sinee by thib Ve
Sfensed’ UBficudty, the trutl; wheh discovered; .in
- miiifésted dn gredter fillness, cleursesh divd splen-
dbilly, to-thobe sinteie bud uprigit oned, Who v
thie ‘cotitAige Lo ehctwhter, drid thie patients to ove-
coitie tie'difetlty, whitlt: at:the savne tishe cthers;
who'ate 116t - i A ‘staté fo' Yeeetie tis truoly, ahd b
whiom thévdfore the trath, i Pecbived, mijght prave
ififuriotis, by ‘Yfiligitlg tHels ao greuver condeintia-
fion, {Ses John 1. 41.) aré ahtogelher deteredl frotw
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‘eaesing info any. inquiry about it. The numbey
then .6f modern enthusiasts, visionaries, sad. pre:
teaders to divine inspiration, is no reason for any
thiag, - but for the exercise of increased caution and
sinderity on the part of those who .are seeking the
tnith ; and instead of «overthrowing the testimony of
the New - Jerusalem doetrine in the minds of the
bumble and the penitent, it will e over-rnled, by thg
divioe providence of pur HuavenrLy FATHER, to
the establishment of that testimony, by adding to
ivs Justre, and like a dark clond, from behind which
the sun emerges, tendering the: effulgence of it's -
beams. at once more distinct, more splend;d. and
mare cousolatory.

- But whilst wE weep, WE »mll ol wedp as tbqsg
who have no:-hope, but will rather console ourselves
with the blessed persnasion, that mankind will at-
tend to our .present remonstrance, and will thus
wipe away el tears from our eyes. And why may
W& not be allowed toindulge in this reasonable ex- -
pectation?- Bor behold, whilst we are now speak-
ing, .the holy waters from the threshold of the house
ate already risen, in some places fo fhe ancles, in
same fo dhe knees, in some fo ke loins, andiin some
srehecome @ river; that cannot be passed over, (See
Ezech. xlvii. 1t0 6.) Behold too, au.ske bank of the
river theve are.very many lrees on the ane side and on
the ather : .and every thing livelh swhither the river

- cometh ; and by the river upon the bank thereqf, anthis
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and on that side, grow ull trees for meat ; whose leaf
shall not fude, neither.shall the fruit shereof be.con-
swmed ; it bringeth forth new fruit according te ét’s
months, because the ‘wabers issued out of the sanciu-
ary, and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the
leaf thereof for medicine, (Verses 7 to 13.) . Viewing
therefore, from the kigh motmsain of our elevated
_ affections, the beautiful, majestic, aiid - extended
céurse of this predicted river, and. perceiving how it
is making it's way gradually and>silently through all
the nations of the habitable globe, -and dispensing
the rich' blessings, with which .it's streams are:
fraught, in every direction in which it flows, wx
will comfort ourselves with the glad conviction, that
by means of this. blessed river, our HeavenLy Fa-
raeRr will fulfill all the: purposes of His divine love
towards His children, . whilst His children, it their
turn, being made sensible of the:spiritual health:and
strehgth-and joy which they derive from the water of
life, will be excited to sing with the holy man of old,
Blessed be the Loro Gobp of Israel, for He kath visited
~ and redeemed His people, and hath raised up ahornof
salvation for us in the house of his servant David; as-
He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets, which
have been since the world began ; that we should be
saved. from our-enemies, and from the hand of all that
hate us ; to perform the merey promised to our forefa-
thers, and to rmmba' His holy menaul (Luke is
68(073) - . A RPN R FTAU S
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'59: We have therefore'only fo add our most affee-
tionate counsel (o‘the careless and incounsiderate,
‘o repent, because the kingdom of heaver is at hand.
The. MosT Hion hath prepared His supper, and He
invites all the children of men; :to:come and partake
‘of His daioties, (Ezech. xxxix. 17 t023. - Rev. xix.
‘27,28.) Let not then:the perishable gain and glory
-ofthis world 'hide any longer from.the eyes of mor-
tals the durable gain and glory of heaven. For what
proportion is there between time and eternity, con-
sequently between a temporal and an eternal good ?
What then has the world to bestow, which can stand
in any competition with everlasting joys? The man
inthe parable, we read, when he hath found the trea-
sure hid in a field, for joy.ther&of gaeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field, (Matt. xiii. 44.)
Bat why doth he make this expensive purchase, ex-
cept from a conncﬁou, that he is securing to himself
an eternal treaqure, something which he can carry

along with blp, when he quitteth all the temporal
" enjoyments of :this world? Let: theq this example
have it's due effect. Let the proper estimate be
made of the comparative value of a perishable and
an imperishable joy, and then, if heaven and eternity
are not regarded as mere empty sounds; if the
minds of men have not thus lost all relish for the
sublime delights of wisdom, for the purities of in-
nocence, for the gratifications resulting from an un-
spotted conscience,. for the glories of Gop which yet
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-remain e be revealed, we will westnre te predict,
3hat the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalew will
Bot waot purchasers, hecanse they will npt only he
-found to be an invalusble iresmwe Aid is a field, but
Wi}l 30 operate on the hagrts and undenstandings of
.mankind by their sanatity, their snblimity, and their
purity, that for joy shercof all sl be sold, (ol of
selfrwill and self-wisdom,) Lo buy that fald. Amsy.
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“Page 4, line 11 from the bottom, for derived r. deviced,



