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Ganga repregents our civilization Her flow has sustained us for thousands of years. Most
ancient civilization on banks of other rivers have disappeared but indian civifization continues
to fiourish bagically because our torefathers did not disturb the pristine natured flow of Ganga.
Believars of Sanatana Dharma have faith in the spinlual power of the Ganga to give
salvation

Ganga absorbs penance of the Rishis as She flows freefy in the hills of Himalayas from
Gomukh, Gangolrs and Badrnath 1o Haridwar and beyond

1t 13 necessaty to keep the flow of Ganga m its natura! form. Contact with air, sun, earth and
living organisms such as plants, birds and fish should not be restricted. This conact creates
the specisl physical qualities of the Ganga that are essential for Her to be able to get

spirituatly charged.

The human endeavoer must be 1o use the higher apirtual qualities of the Ganga Millions ot

.pilgrims get peace by taking bath in the Ganga Ashes of the departed are immersed i the
Ganga. Those who have not {akan bath i the Gango siso oblain grest solace by knowing
that She flows freely. Man's effort should be to enhance the higher qualities of the Ganga and
not (o undertake any sctivity that may hanm these qualities

Any human activity that interferes with the flow of Ganga should not be underaken. This
includes discharging of sewage, industrial waste. obstruction of free flow by matung of dams,
barrages and embankments, etc

$ti5 our hope and firm belief that ihe decsion makers of our land give dup weightage to the
faith and batief of millions of cizens of owr country and take only such decisions which in the
long term would ba benaficial for all the people, not only in making their livas better but also in
uphokling the age okd custom and faith and also heip in maintaining the purest quality of ow
environment and not hamper the nature and s endowments in any way. It is our wish that all
God given riches in our mother sarth shoukt be preserved, protacted and loft for all time for
the benafit of humanity, the way d is meant {o be

May Goddess Sharsda grant the strength and bent of mind to all to work for this
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Statement by His Holiness Jagatguru Sri Nischalanandji,
Shankaracharya of Goverdhan Mutt, Puri

His Holinesses welcomes the declaration of Government of India to name
Holy Ganga as the National River.

The Ganga gives salvation. She absorbs the negative thoughts of the sinners
and then expiates them by the influence of the penance undertaken by Rishis
on her banks and that of her tributaries. It is necessary to maintain Ganga in
her pristine form so that positive environment for penance is created along
her banks. Rishis will hardly do penance on the banks of a dry or polluted
Ganga.

The superior physical, chemical and organic qualities arise from rubbing of
the waters against stones and their mingling with ajr especially during flow
from Gomukh and Badrinath to Haridwar. Certain curative qualities of
Ganga River arisc from the presence of medicinal herbs present in the
Himalayan ranges. The contact with earth and air in natural form alone
creates the spiritual, emotional and aesthetic qualitics of the Ganga. This
contact is obstructed by making Ganga flow in tunncls, canals and
reservoirs.

It is nccessary that the physical qualitics of waters of the Ganga are kept
pure in order that the deeper spiritual qualities are manjfest. Such
interrelationship is explained in the light of Patanjali's Ashtanga Yoga. Just
as cight types of cleanliness are necessary for the soy} to rise to Godhead, it
is necessary to maintain the physical, chemical ang biological qualities of
the Ganga in their pristine form to make it possible for her to absorb sin and
expiate it.

Absorption of penance of the Rishis requires that 1g¢ percent natural flow of
waters of the Ganga should be maintained in this stretch, His Holiness
opposes building of dams on the Ganga. New damsg should not be built.
Dams built earlier should be removed as soon as Possible,

His Holiness supports the undertaking of economic activities necessary for
the development of the poor and the underprivilegeq, However, economic
development (Artha) should be pursued in a way thay upholds public good

and protects the environment (Dharma). The way forward is to develop the




service sector along the banks of the Ganga—schools, hospitals and design
centers, etc. which require minimum amounts of energy. Students and
patients will gain much by the blessings of the Ganga. In this way economic
development, public good and salvation will all be secured. We shouid not
exploit the lower physical qualities of the Ganga such as that using the
gradient for the production of hydropower to the detriment of higher
emotional and spiritual qualities.

Al polluting industries in the catchment areas of Ganga and her tributaries
must be removed. The entire catchment area must be declared as a non-
polluting ‘service sector area’.

Urban sewage treated water must not be discharged in the Ganga. It should
be utilized for irrigation. However, it is necessary to first maintain the
pristine flow in the hill areas. The Ganga can somewhat remove the
downstream pollution if she absorbs the penance in the hills. If the spiritual
and natural quality of the Ganga is negated in the hills by diverting her flow
through tunnels, canals and reservoirs then her waters will have no spiritual
qualities that may be saved from pollution.

A small portion of excess water during the monsoons—when the Ganga is
considered Rajaswala (in periods)—may be diverted and stored in other ‘off-
line’ reservoirs for use as drinking water and for irrigation in winter and
summer months without ever disturbing the main flow of the Holy River.

Downstream stretches may be dredged, like Kin
past, to provide waters to the Hooghly. Human effort must be to increase the
flow of the Holy River rather than obstruct it through manmade structures
such as like barrages at Haridwar, Bijnor and Farakka

g Bhagiratha had done in the

All embankments made along the Ganga and hey
removed. Water of the Ganga must be allowed to
and replenish this holy earth. People should be ey,
difficulties and benefits associated with floods,

tributaries should be
spread in their natural way
Couraged to live with the
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WIRE TER GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
ﬁga sy MINISTRY OF POWER
s ufd was, v A, ‘ Shram Shakt: Shawan
] Rafi Marg. New Dethi-1100a}
73 Reell-9%0009 Fax  2371.75%9

Tot.

5™ February, 2009
Dear Prof;‘Agawval i,

This has reference to the meeting held with Hon'ble
Union Minister.of Power. Shri Sushilkumar Shinde. Hon'ble
Minister of State, Prime Minister's. Office, Shri Prithviraij
Chavan, the Secretary. Power, Govt. of India and the CMD.
NTPC.

Based on the dlscussmns the roﬂowmg was agreed
upon: j

1. The minimum flow of water from Loharn Nagpaia
Barrage in the river bed during the lean period shall be
ensured at 16 cumecs or as may be cdecided by the
Ganga:River Authority, which is under formation.

2. Th;é_-G.ovt. of India confimed that no further hydro
projects shail be undertaken on river Bhagirath:.

Considering the above, you are requested to caii ofi
your hunger strike.

With regards,

Y;Qurs smcereiy

{D.C. Snvastava)
Director to Gowt. of India
Prof. G.D. Agarwal,
Former Professor,
T, Kanpur




WA TIER GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Ryga e MINISTRY OF POWER
s vl waE, Y9 9t Shram Shakti Bhawan,
Rafi Marg, New Dolhi-110001

7% Reeit-990009 Fax : 2371-7619
. Tel. :

19% February, 2009

Dear Prof. Agarwal ji,

This has reference to the two communications dated 19"
February, 2009 received from Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji, Shri
Rajender Singh, Shri M.C. Mehta, Shri §.K. Gupta, Shri Paritosh
Tyagi and Shri Gyanesh Choudhary relating to the work on
toharinag-Pala Barrage Project in District Uttarakashi on
Bhagirathi river and discontinuance of fast by your goodseif.

The issue was discussed at length between the signatories
to the communications and the Hon'ble Minister of Power, Hon'ble.
Minister of State, Prime Minister's' Office, Power Secretary,
Government of india and CMD, NTPC.

in continuation of our letter of 5™ February, 2009, and in the
light of discussions and in response to the request made in the
second (part f) communication, it is decided to suspend work on
Loharinag-Pala Barrage Project on Bhagirathi river immediately.

As assured in the communication, it is requested that your
goodself may kindly discontinue the fast immediately.

With regards,
Yours sincerely, »
&‘MQ,‘__ |
(D.C. Srivastava)
Director to the Government of India
Prof. G.D. Agarwal,
Former Professor,

#T, Kanpur
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