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HISTORY

" MisCrar1ssa HarRLOWE,

b % o 39 DR 1%

L.ET T.ER-.IL :
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLARIssSA HARLOWE.

_ Wednefday Night, March 22.,
6$NGRY !—W hat fhould I be angry for ?—
¥ Iam mightily pleafed with your freedom,
}\7’ as you call it. I only wonder at your

3 patience with me; that’s all. Iam forry

i ~ I gave you the trouble of fo long a letter
upon the occafion (z) ; notwithftanding the pleafure
I received in reading it.

I believe, you did not intend referves to me: For
two reafons, I believe you did not: Firft, becaufe
you fay, you did not: Next, becaufe you have not,
as yet, been able to convince your/elf, how it is to be

(a) See Letter xxxV11, in the preceding Vaolume, Jor the
occafion: And Letters XxXXV111, X1, in the fame, for the
Jreedoms Mifs Harlowe apologizes fors -
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2 The HISTORY of

with you 3 and, perfecuted as you are, how fo to fe-
parate the cffelts that ipring from the two caufes

( Perfecution and Love ), as to give to each its particular:

due., But this I believe I hinted to you once before.
* And fo will fay no more upon that fubje& at prefent. -
© Robin fays, you had but juft depofited your laft
patcel when he took it: For he was there, but half
an hour before, and found nothing. He had feen my
impatience ; and loiter’d about, being willing to bring
me fomething from you, if poffible.
My coufin Jenny Fynnett is here, and. defires-to
be- my bedfellow to-hight.” ~So I fhall mot have an
opportunity to fit down with that ferioufnefs and at=
tention, which the fubjetts of yours require. For, the
is all prate, you know, and loves to fet me a prating :
Yet comes upon a very grave occafion :—On purpofe
to procure my mamma to go with her to her grand-
mother Larkin, who has been long bed-ridden ; and,
at laft, has taken it into her head, that fhe is mortal 3
and therefore- will make her will ; a work fhe was;
till now, extremely averfe to; but it muft be upon
condition, that my mamma, who is her diftant re-
lation, will go to her,- and advife her, as to the par-
ticulars of it: For, fhe has a high opinion, as every
one elfe has, of my mamma’s judgment in all matters

relating to wills, fettlements, and fuch-like notable

affairs.

Mrs. Larkin lives about feventeen miles off 5 and

as my mamma cannot abide to lic out of her own
houfe,, fhe propofes to fet out early in the morning,
in order to get back again at night; So, to-morrow
1 fhall beat your devotion from day-light to day-light;
nor will T be at home to any-body.

As to the impertinent man, I have put him upon
efcorting the two ladies, in order to attend my
mamma home at night: Such expeditions as thefe,
and to give our fex a little air of vanity and aflurednefs
at public places, is all that I know. thefe dangling
fellows are good for.

5 » I have
Go- gle
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 3
Thave hinted before,  that I could almoft with my

mamma and- Mr, Hickman would make a match of
it: Andil here repeat my withes,  What fignifies a
différence of fifteen or twenty years’; efpecially when
the Lady ‘has fpirits that will make her young a lon
time;and ithe gentleman is a mighty fober man =
think verily, I could like him better for a papa, than
for a nearer relation :  And they are ftrange admirers
©of one another. ,

But allow me a perhaps fill better (and, as to year's,
more {uitable and happier) difpofal’; for the man at
Jeaft :—What think you, my dear, of compromizing

“with your friends, by rejecting both your men, and

encouraging my parader  — If your likin% of one of
the two go no farther than conditional, I believe it
will do.— A rich thought, if it obtain your appro-
bation.  In this light, I thould have a prodigious re-
fpect for Mr. Hickman 5 more by half than I 'can
have in the other, .The vein is open’d — Shall I Jet
it flow ? —How difficult to ‘withftand conftitutional
foibles |—

Hickman, is certainly a man more in your tafte » than

- any of thofe who have hitherto been brought to ad-

dréfs you. - He is mighty fober ! mighty grave | and
all that. Then you have told me; that he is your fa-
vourite I— But that 'is, becaufe he is my mamma’s,

_perhaps, — The man would certainly rejoice at the
.transfer : Or he muft be a greater fool than I take
“him to be.

- O but your fierce lover would knock Him o’ the
head— I forgot that ! — What makes me incapable
of ferioufnefs when I write about this Hickman ? —.
Yet the man fo good a fort of man in the main ?—
But who is perfect ? This is one of my foibles, And
fomething for you to chide me for, '

You believe me very happy in my profpefts, in
relation to him: Becaufe you are fo very unhappy in
the foolifly ufage you meet with, you aré apt (as I fu-

B2

Apett) to think that tolerable which otherwife woull.g
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The HisToRrY of "]

‘be far from being fo. 1 dare fay, you would not

with all your grave airs, like him for yourfelf; except
being addrefed by Solmes and him, you were obliged
to have one'of them.' T have given you a teft; let

ame fee what you’ll fay to it.

For my own part, I confefs to you, that I have
great exceptions to Hickman. He, and wedlock never
yet once enter’d into. my head at one time. Shall I
give you my free thoughts of him ?— Of his 2/ and
his wor/t'; and that as if I were writing to one, who
knows him not? I think I'will. Yet it is impoffible
I fhould do it gravely. The fubje¢t won’t bear to be
{o treated, in my opinion. We are not come fo far
as that yet, if ever we fhall? And to do it in another
ftrain, 1ll becomes my prefent real concern for you.

¥ P

Here I was interrupted on the honeft man’s ac-
count. He has been here thefe two hours—courting
my mamma for her daughter, I fuppofe— Yet fhe
wants no courting neither : Tis well one of us does;
elfe the man would have nothing but halcyon ; and
be remifs, and faucy of courfe. '

He was going. "~ His horfes at the door. -

My mamma fent for me down, pretending' to want
to fay fomething to me.

Something fhe faid when I came, that fignify’d no-
thing— Evidently, for no reafon called me, but to
give me an opportunity to fee what a fine bow he
could make; -and that he might with me a good-night.
She knows I am not over-ready to oblige him with
‘my prefence, if I happen to be otherwife engag’d. 1
could not help an air a little upon the fretful, when
Ifound fhe had nothing of moment to fay to me, and
when I faw her end.

" She {miled off the vifible fretfulnefs, that the man
might go away in good humour with himfelf.

He bow’d to the ground, and would have taken .

‘my hand, his whip in the other: Idid not like to
, be

Go gle
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Mifs Clatifla Harlowe. £

be fo.companion’d: I withdrew my-hand, but touched
his, elbow. with a motion, as if from his low bow I
had fuppofed him falling, and would have help’d him
up. . Afad flip, it might have been, faid I :

./ A'mad. girl, imil’d it of my mamma !
- He was put quite out ; took his. horfe-bridle,
ftump’d back, back, back, bowing, till he run againft
his fervant: Ilaughed; he mounted his horfe ; rid
away.: I mounted up ftairs; after a little le¢ture.—And
my head s fo filled with him, that I muft refume my
intention ;. in hopes to divert you for a few moments.
. Take it:then~His b¢/?, and his wor/?, as I faid before.
. Hickman isya fort of fiddling, bufy, yet to borrow
a word from you, uz-bufy man: Has a great deal to
do, and feems to me to difpatch nothing. Irrefolute,
and: changeable in: every. thing,  but in teazing me
with his nonfenfe;; which yet, it is evident, he muft
continue upon my mamma’s intereft, more than his
own hopes ; for none have I given him.
-1 'Then I have a ‘quarrel. againft. his face, though
in his' perfon, for a well-thriven man,, tolerably

enteel :=—Not to his features fo.much neither— For
what, 'as you have often obferved, are features in a
man ?— But Hickman, with ftrong lines, and big
cheek and chin bones,. has not . the manlinefs in his
afpeét, -which Lovelace has with the moft regular
and agreeable features.
-+ Then what a fet:and formal mortal is he in fome
things |— I have not been able yet to laugh him out
of vhis. long. bib and beads : s Indeed,. that is, becaufe
my mamma thinks it becomes him ; and I would not
be: fo free with him, as to own I thould chasfe to have
him leave it off. If he didy fo particular is the man,
he would certainly, if left to himfelf, fall into a King-
William-Cravat, or fome fuch antique chin-cufhion,
as, by the pictures of that Prince, one fees was then

~ the fathion.

. As to his drefs, m general, he cannot, indeed, be
ik i o i 17 called
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6 ~The HisTorRY of
called a floven, but fometimes he is too gaudy, at
other times too plain, to bewuniformly elegant. ~And
for his manners, he makes fuch 2 buftle with them,
and about them, as would induce one to'fufpeét that
they are more ftrangers to him, than familiars.  You,
I know, lay this to his fearfulnefs of difobliging, or
offending.  Indeed your Ouer-dees generally give the
offence they endeavour to avoid.

The man, however, is honeft : Is of family: Has
a clear and 'good eftate ; and may one day be a Ba-
ronet, and pleafe you. ' He is humane and benevolent,
tolerably generous, ‘as people fay ; and as 7 might fay
too, if I'would accept of his bribes ;5 ‘which he offers
in hopes of having them 2ll back again, and the bribed
into the bargain: A method taken by all corruptors,
from old Satan, to the loweft of his fervants. — Yet,
to fpeak in the language of a perfon I am bound to
honoury he is' deemed a prudent man; that is, a good
manager.

Then, ‘T cannot fay, that now I like any-body
better, ‘'whatever I did once.’ y

He'is no fox-hunter: Keeps a pack indeed, but
prefers not his hounds' to his fellow-creatures. * No
bad fign for a ‘wife, I own. Loves his horfe, but
diflikes racing in a gaming way, as'well as all {orts of
gaming. ‘Then he is fober ; ‘modeft § They fay, vir-
tuous 3 ’in fhort, has qualities that mothers would be
fond of in-a hufband for their daughters; ‘and for
which, perhaps, ‘their daughters would be the happier
could they judge as well for themfelves, as experience,
poffibly, may teach them to judge for their future
daughters. ¢ . bt

Neverthelefs, to own the truth, T cannot fay I love

-the man'y 'nor ever fhall, T believe. -

Strange ! that thefe fober fellows capnot have: a
decent fprightlinefs,” a modeft aflurance with* them !
Something debonnaire ; ‘which need not be feparated
from that awe and reverence, when' they addrefs a

€ ; woman,

Go gle
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Mifs Clariffar Harlowe. z

woman,- which fhould thew the ardor of their pafiion,

rather than the fheepifhnefs of their nature ; for who
knows not, that Love delights .in taming the Lyon-
hearted ? - That thofe' of the fex, who are moft ¢con-
fcious of i their own defeét, - in point of - courage; na-
turally reguire, and thierefore as naturally prefery; the
man’ who has moft of it, as-the moft able to give
them the requifite protetion ? That the greater their
own cowardice, as it would be called in.a -man, the
greater 'is their delight in fubjects of heroifm? As
may be obferved in their reading ;- which turns upon
difficulties encounter’d, battles fought, and 'enemies
overcome,  4:0r 500 by the prowefs of one: fingle
hero, ‘the mare improbable the better :  In fhort, that
their man fhould be a hero:to every one living but
themfelves ; and to them know no bound to his hu-
mility. A woman has fome glory in- fubduing a
heart no man living can appall ;. and hence too often
the bravo, afluming the hero, and making himfelf
pafs for one, fucceeds as only a hero.fhould.

But as for honeft Hickman, the good.man is fo

-generally meek; as I imagine, -that I know not whe-
.ther 1 bave any preference paid me in his obfequi-

oufnefs.  And then, when I rate him, he feems to
be fo naturally fitted for rebuke, and fo much expeéts
it, that I know not how to difappoint him, whether
he juft then deferve it, or not. Iam fure, he has
puzzled me many a time when I have feen him look

< penitent for faults he has not committed, -whether to

pity orlaugh at him.

..« You -and I have often retrofpefted the faces and

minds of grown people ; that is to fay, have formed
images from their prefent appearances, outfide and in,
(as far as the manners of the perfons would juftify us
in-the:latter) what fort of figures they made when
boys and girls. - And I’ll tell you: the lights in which
Hickman, Solmes, and Lovelace, our, three heroes,

. hiave appeared to me, fuppofing them boys at fchool.
- B

4 Solmes

CGo 3,\8



8 The HisTORY of

Solmes I have imagin'd to be, a little, fordid, pil
fering rogue, who would ‘purloin from every-body,
and beg every boy’s bread and butter from him;
while, as I have heard a reptile brag; he would in a
winter-morning, {fpit upon his thumbs, and fpread
his own with it, that he might keep it all to himfelf.

Hickman, a great over-grown, lank-hair’d, chubby
boy, ‘who would be hunch’d and punch’d by ‘every-
body ;' and go home, with his finger in his eye, and
tell his mother. fiAlg

While Lovelace T have fuppofed a curl-pated villain,
full of fire, faricy, and mifchief; an orchard-robber,
a wall-climber, a horfe-rider without faddle or:bridle;
neck or nothing: A fturdy rogue, in fhort, who
would kick and cuff, and do no right, and take no
wrong of any-body ; would get his head broke, then
a plaifter for it, or let it heal of itfelf; while he went
on to'do more mifchief, and if not to get, to'deferve,
broken bones. And the fame difpofitions have grown
up with them, and diftinguifh the men, with no very
material ‘alteration. :

Only, that all men are- monkeys more or lefs, or
-elfe that you and 1 fhould have fuch baboons as thefe
to choofe out of, is a mortifying thing, my dear.

I am fenfible, that T am not a little out of feafon
in treating thus ludicroufly the fubje¢t I am upon,
‘while you are fo unhappy ; and if my manner does
not divert you, as my flightinefles ufed to do, I am
inexcufable both to you, and to my own heart: Which,
I do affure you, notwithftanding my feeming levity,
is wholly in your cafe. Ho

As this letter is intirely whimfical, T will not fend
it until I can accompany it with fomething more folid
and better fuited to your unhappy circumftances; that
ds to fay, to the'prefent fubjet of our correfpondence.
To-morrow, as I told you, will bewholly yours, and
of confequence, your : o

j . ~ Anna Howe’s,

Go gle
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 9
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Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLar1ssA HARLOWE...

Thur[day Morn. 7 oClick.

MY mamma and coufin are already gone off in

our chariot and four, attended by their doughty
’Squire on horfeback, and he by two of his own {er-
vants,andone of my mamma’s. They both love parade,
when they go abroad, .at leaft in compliment to one
another; which fhews, that each thinks the other
does. ; .Robin is your fervant and mine, and nobody’s

‘elfe: And, the day is all my own.

I muft begin with blaming you, my dear, for your
refolution. not: to- litigate for your right, if occafion
‘were to be given you, Juftice is due to one’s felf,
as well as to every-body elfe; Still more muft I
blame you for declaring to your aunt and fifter that

“you will et : Since. (as they will tell it to your father
~and brother) the declaration muft needs give advan-

tages to fpirits who have fo little of that generofity

for which you yourfelf are fo. much diftinguifhed:
“T'here never was a fpirit. in the world. that would

Ainfult where it dared; but. it would creep and cringe

-where it dared not. Let me remind you of a fentence

of your own, the occafion for which I have forgotten :
¢ That little Spirits will always accommodate them-

© felves to the fubject they would work upon :—Will
¢ fawn upon a fturdy-temper’d perfon: Will infult
.¢ theymeek :’— And another given to Mifs Biddulph,
-upon an occafion you cannot forget :~¢ If we aflume

¢ a dignity in what we fay and do ; and take care not
¢ to difgrace by arrogance our. own aflumption, every-
¢ body will treat us with refpect and deference.’

I remember that you once made an obfervation,

! A‘ which you faid, you was obliged to. Mrs. Norton
fory and fhe to her father, upon an excellent preacher,

Bs ‘ whe

Go gle



- gentler, merely by teazing and ill-nature ?

10 “The HisTORY of
who was but an indifferent liver : /¢ That to excell in
¢ theory, and to excell in praétice, generally required
< different talents ;- which not always met in the fame
< perfon.” ' Do you,; my dear (towhom theory and
prattice/are the fame thing, in almoft every laudable
quality) - apply “the obfervation to yourfelf, “in this
particular cafe,” where Refolution'is ' required ;' “and
where performance of ‘the will of the defunct is the
queftion— No more to be difpenfed with by yox, ‘in
‘whofe favour it ‘was made, ' than by any-body elfe,
who 'have ‘only’ Themfelves- in'view; by breaking
thro” it. . ' RSl
I know how much you defpife riches in the main 2
But yet it behoves you to remember, that in one in-
ftance you yourfelf have judged them valuable—= ¢ In
¢ that they put it into one’s power to /ay obligations’s
© while the-want of them' puts'a perfon under a ne-
© ceflity of receiving favours 5 receiving them, perhaps
* from grudging ‘and ' narrow {pirits, who know not
< how to confer them with that grace, which'gives
< the principal merit to a beneficent altion.’— Refleét
upon this, my dear, and fee how it agrees with ‘the
declaration you have made to your aunt and fifter,
that you would not refume your eftate, were you to
be turned out of doors, and reduced to indigence and
want.” Their very fears ‘that you will refume, poifit
out to you ‘the neceffity of refuming, upon the treat-
ment you meet with. ' BEBIR
Iown, that I was much affeGted (at firft reading)
with your mamma’s letter fent with the patterns A
firange meafure, however, from a mother'; for /be
did not intend to inful¢ you ; and F cannot but la-
ment that {o fenfible ‘and fo fine a Lady fhould' ftoop
to fo much drt, as that letter is written with: ‘And
“whichal{o appears in fome of ‘the converfations you
have given me an-account of. 8ee you not in her
pafiivenefs, what boiftrous fpirits can obtain ‘from

Tknow
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Mifs. Glariffa: Harlowe. 3

- L know the pride they haye always taken in calling
‘you an Harlowe—Clari/fa Harlowe, fo formal and fo
Jets. at every word, when they are grave, or proudly

.—-Y.our mamma has learnt it of them—And
-as . in, marriage, fo in willy  has been taught to bury
her own: fuperior:name and-family in theirs. (I have
‘often thought that the fame fpirit govern’d them,  in
this piece of affectation,  and others of the like nature

(as Harlowe-Placey and fo-forthy tho’ not the elder
brother’s or paternal: feat) as . govern’d  the styrant
Tudor (a); who marrying Elizabeth, the Heirefs of
the Houfe of York, made himfelf a title to a throne,
which he would not otherwife have had (being but 2
bafe defcendant of the Lancafter Line) ; and proved
a gloomy and vile hufband to her ;. for no other caufe,
than becaufe fhe had laid him under obligations, which
his pride would not permit him to own.—Nor would
the unprincely wretch marry her till he was, in pof-
feflion of the crown, that he might not be fuppofed
to ewe it .to_her claim. . -

- You.have chidden me, and again will, 1 doubt
not, for the liberties I take with fome-of.your re-
lations, . But, my dear, need I tell yous That pride
An: ourfelves muft, and for-ever willy provoke con-
tempt, »and; biing down upan. us abafement from
others 2 — Have we noty in the cafe of a celebrated
Bard; obferved, that thofe who aim..at more than
their due, will be refufed the honoursthat;they may
juftly claim ?-— L am very loth to offend you ; yet I
cannot help {peaking of them, as well as of others, as
I;think  they, deferve. | Praife .or Dij:prai{é, is: the
Reward: or Punithment. which the world = confers
or infliéts on Merit or Demerit 5 andy. for my part,
1, neither «can. nor will. confound. them in. the ap-
plication. 1. defpife them ;Ally: but your: mamma :
Indeed Indo:— And. as for her = But - will fpare
the good Lady for your fake-~—And one: -argu-
_ment, indeed, I think may:be pleaded.in her favour,.
wufa) Henry VII, i

Go g,\c



12 The Hxs'r.o:nv— of

in the prefent contention— She who has for fo'many:
years, and with fuch abfolute refignation, borne what
the' has borne, to the facrifice of her own will, may:
think it'an eafier tafk, than another perfon can ima=
gine it, for her daughter to give up her’s.—But to
think to whofe inftigation all this is originally owing=
God forgive ‘'me’; but with fuch ufage T fhould have
been with Lovelace before now—Yet remember, m
dear, that the ftep which would not be wonder’d at
from fuch an hafty-temper’d ‘creature as me, would
be inexcufable in fuch a confiderate perfon as you.

After your mamma has been thus drawn in againft
her judgment, T am the lefs furprifed, that your aunt
Hervey fhould” go along with her; fince the two
fifters never feparate. I have inquired into the nature
of the obligation which Mr. Hervey’s indifferent con-
du&t in his affairs has' laid him under:— It is only,
it feems, that your brother has paid off for him a
mortgage upon one part of his eftate, which the
mortgagee was about to foreclofe ; and taken it upon
himfelf: A fmall favour (as he ‘has' ample fecurity in
his hands) from kindred to kindred : ' But fuch a one,
it is plain, as has laid the whole family of the Herveys
under obligation to'the ungenerous lender ; who has
treated him, and his aunt too (as Mifs Dolly Hervey
has privately complain’d) with the lefs ceremony ever
fince.

Muft I, my dear, call fuch a creature your brother #—
1 believe T muft — Becaufe he is your futher’s fon,

‘There is no harm, I hope, in faying That.

T am concerned, that you ever wrote at all to him.
It was taking too'much notice ®f him : It was adding
to his felf-fignificance'; and a call upon him to treat

.gou with infolence: ' A call which you might have

een aflured he would not fail to anfwer.

But fuch a pretty mafler as this, to run riot againft
fuch a man as Lovelace ; ‘who had taught him to put
his {word into his fcabbard, when he had pulled it

# out
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 13
out by accident ! — Thefe in-door infolents, who,
turning themfelves into bugbears, frighten women,
children, -and fervants, are generally cravens among
men. « Were he to come faitly crofs-me, and fay to
my face fome of the free things, which, I am told, he
has faid of me behind my back, or that (as by your
account) he has faid ‘of our fex, I would take upon
myfelf to afk him two or three queftions; altho’ he
were to fend me a challenge likewife. ,

I repeat, You know that I will fpeak my mind,
and write it too.  He is not my brother. . Can you
fay, he is yours?— So, for your life, if you are juft,
you can’t be angry with me: For would you fide
with a fal{; brother againtt a true friend 2 A brother
may nof be a friend : But a friend will be a/ways a
brother.—Mind That, as your uncle Zony fays!

I cannot defcend fo low, as to take very particular
notice of the epiftles of thofe poor fouls, whom you
icall uncles— Yet I love to divert myfelf with fuch
grotefque charaéters too.—But I know them, and love
you 3 and fo cannot make the jeft of them, which
‘their abfurdities call for. g :

Now I have faid fo much on thefe touching topics,
‘(as I am but too fenfible you will think them) I muft

"‘add one refleCtion more, and fo intitle myfelf to your

‘correétion for all at once.—~It is upon the conduct of
thofe women (for you and I know more than oze fuch)
‘who-can fuffer themfelves to be out-blufter’d and out-
-gloom’d, till they have no will of their own ; inftead
«of being prevailed upon, by a&ls of tendernefs and
rcomplaifance, to be fooled out of it. —I with, that it
-does not demonftrate too evidently, that, with fome
-of the fex, infolent controul is a more efficacious

»~fubduer than kindnefs or conceffion.——Upon my life,

my dear, I have often thought, that many of us are
mere babies in matrimony : Perverfe fools, when

« “too much indulg’d and humour’d; creeping flaves,

‘when treated hasfhly.  But. fhall it be faid, that fear
~makes
I

ML
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14 'The HisTory of
makes us more gentle obligers than /sve?~<F orbid ity
honour | forbid it, gratitude ! forbid it, juftice ! that
any woman of fenfe fhould give occafion to have this
faid of her! » ek pimgiek
Did I think you would have any manner of douibt;
from the ftyle or contents of this lettex, whofe faucy
pen it is that has run on at this rate, [ would writemy
name at length; fince it comes too much from m
heart to difavow it :— But at prefent the initials ﬂ\aﬂ
ferve; and I will go on again direétly. b
- A' H— !
' 4|

LETTER. HL
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLaRIssA HARLOWE.

Thurfday morn.. 10 8 elock (Mar..23 ).
I Will poftpene,. or perhaps pafs by, feveral obferva«-
tions which I had to make on other parts of yous
letters ; to acquaint youy that Mr., Hickman, whea
in London, found an opportunity to inquire after M.
Lovelace’s town-life and converfation. ;
At the Cocoa-tree in Pall-mall he fell in with twe.
of his intimates, the one named Belton, the other
Mowbray 5 very free of fpeech, and rakith gentlemen
both : But the waiter, it feems, paid them great re-
fpe&t, and, on his inquiry after their charadlers, cal~
led them men of fortune and honour. HHEL
They'began to talk of Mr. Lovelace of their own
accord 3 and upon fome gentlemen in the room:afk-
ing, when they expected him in town, anfwerd,
That very day. . Mr. Hickman (as they both went on
praifing Lovelace) faid, He had indeed heard, that M.
Lovelace was a very fine gentleman — and was pro-
ceeding, when one of them, interrupting him, faid,—
Only, Sir, the fineft gentleman in the world ; that’s.
all. : : aly &
And fo he led themon to expatiate more particu-
larly on his qualities ; which they were very iggd.of ‘
; ing :
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Mi/s  Clariffa. Harlowe. Iy

doing 2 But faid not one fingle word in behalf of his
morals—AMind that alfo, in your uncle’s ftyle.
«/Mr. Hickman faid, That Mr. Lovelace was very
happy, as he underftood, in the efteem of the Ladies ;
and, fmiling; to make them believe he did not think
amifs of it, thathe pufh’d his good fortune as far as
it would go.:
. “Well put; Mr. Hickman | thought I ; equally grave
and fage— Thou feemeft not to be a ftranger to their
diale&, as I fuppofe this is !~But I faid nothing ; for
I have often try’d to find out this mighty fober man of
my mamma’s : But hitherto have only to fay, that he

is either very moral, or very cunning.

No doubt of it, reply’d one of them; and out
came an oath, with a Who would not #~That he did
as every young gentleman would—

Very true! faid my mamma’s puritan—But I hear
he is in treaty with a fine lady— v s ~

So he was, Mr. Belton faid—The d—1I fetch her!
{Vile brute 1) for fhe ingrofled all: his time |~ But
that the Lady’s family ought to be—fomething—(Mr,
Hickman defired to be excufed repeating what,—tho’
he had repeated what was worfe)—and might dearly
‘repent their ufage of 2 man of his family and merit.

‘Perhaps they may think him too wild a gentleman,
cry’g Hickman: And theirs is, I hear, a very fober
family—

n :So};sa! faid one of them: A good honeft-word,
Dick I==Where the devil has it lain all this time ?—
D— meif I have heard of it in this fenfe; ever fince L
was at college | /And then, faid he, we bandy’d it
about among twenty of us, as an obfolete—. -

«There’s for you,. .my dear ! — Thefe are Mr: Love-

Jace’s companions : You’'ll be pleafed to take notice
of that! | T ;

Mr. Hickman faid, this put him out of countenance,

- X ftared at himy and with fuch a meaning in my

eyes,
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16 The HisToRrY of .
eyesy as- hie knew how to take, and fo wis put vf)
countenance again.

Don’t you remember, my dear,who xt was that told
a young gentleman defigned for the gown, who own’d
he was apt to be. too: eafily put-out of countenance;
when he came among free company ;. ¢ That it was.a
¢ bad fign; that it looked as if his morals were not
¢ proof’; but that his good difpofition feemed rather
¢ the effe& of accident and education, than of fuch a
¢ choice as was founded upon principle”” And don’t
you know the leflon the vez fame young Lady gave
hlm, ¢ To endeavour to ftem and difcountenance
¢ vice, and to glory in being an advocate in all com~
¢ panies for virtue ;* particularly obferving, ¢ That it
¢ was natural for a man to fhun, or give up, what
¢ he was afhamed of#’ Which fhe fhould be forry
to think his cafe on this occafion: Adding, ¢ That
¢ vice was a cowardy-and would hide its head, when
¢ oppofed by fuch -a virtue as had prefence of mind,

.¢ and-a full perfuafion of its own rectitude, to fuppoxt
¢it.” The Lady, you may remember, modeftly put
her doétrine into: the mouth of a worthy preacher,
Dr. Lewin; as the ufes to do, when fhe has a mind not
to be thought to be what fhe isat fo carly an age; and
that it may give more weight to any-thing /be hit upon,
that might appear tolerable, was her modeft manner
of fpeech.

Mr. Hickman, upon the whole, profefled: to me,
upon his fecond recovery, that he had no -reafon to
think well of Mr. Lovelace’s morals, from what he
heard of him in town: . Yet his two intimates talked
of his being more regular than he ufed te be: That he
had made a very good refolution; That of old Tom
Wharton was the expreffion, That he would never
give a challenge, nor refufe one ; which they praifed

.in him highly : That, in fhort, he was 2 very brave

fellow, and the chmmng’ﬂ eompa.mon in the werlgd

Y A
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And would one day make a- great figure in his coun=
try; for there was nothing he was not capable of—
I am afraid that this is too true. And this; my dear,

is all that Mr. Hickman could pick up about him : And
is it not enough to determine fuch a mind as yours, if

" not alreadydetermined ?

Yet it 'muft be faid too, that if there be a woman
in the world that can reclaim him, it is you. And,
by your account of his behaviour in the interview be-
tween you, I own I have fome hope of him. At leaft,
This I will fay, That all his arguments with you,
then, feem to be juft and right: And if you are to
be his—But no more of That: He cannot, after all,
deferve you.

3 it o5y ol N "
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLarissA HARLOWE.

Thur[day afternoon, March23..

N unexpe&ted vifitor has turned the courfe of my
thoughts, and chang’d the fubject I had intended
to purfue. The only one for whom I would have
difpenfed with my refolution not to fee any-body all
the dedicated day: A vifitor, whom, according to
Mr. Hickman’s report from the expeQations of his
libertine friends, I fuppofed to be in town.— Now,
myidear, have I faved myfelf the trouble of telling
you, That it was your too-agrecable Rake. -Qur fex
is faid to love to trade in furprizes: Yet have I, by
my over-promptitude, furprifed myfelf out of mine.—
1 had’ intended, you' muft know, to run twice the
lengthy before I had fuffer’d you fo much as to guefs
who, and of which fex, my vifitor: was: But {ince
you have the difcovery at fo cheap arate; you are
welcome to it. ¢l A
The endiof his coming was, to engage my intereft
with my charming friend ; and as he was fure, tilnat I
ew
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knew all your mind, to acquaint him whathe hdd to
truft to. - He mentioned what had paffed in the linter=
view between you :— But could not be fatisfy’d: with
the refult of it, and with the little fatisfaion he had
obtained from you ; the malice of your family to him
increafing; andy their cruelty to you not abating.—
His heart, hetold me, was in tumultsy" for fear you
fhould be prevailed upon in favour of a man defpifed
by every-body. He gave me frefh inftances of indigni=
ties caft upon himfelf by your uncles and brother; -and
declared, that if you fuffered yourfelf to be forced into
the arms of the man for whofe fake he was loaded with
undeferved abufes, you fhould be one of the youngefd,
as you would be one of the lovelieft, widows in Eng-
land : And that he would moreover call your brother
to account for the liberties he takes with his chara&er
to every-one he meets with. :

He propofed feveral fchemes, for you to choofe
fome, one of them, in order to enable you to avoid
the perfecutions you labour under: One’I will' men-
tion; That you will refume your eftate ; and if you
find difficulties, that can be no otherwife furmounted,
that you will, either avowedly or privately; as he had
propofed to you, accept of his aunt Lawrance’s, or
Lord Ms, afiiftance to inftate you in it. - He declared,
that, if you did, he would leave it abfolutely to your
own pleafure afterwards, and to the advice which your
coufin Morden on' his arrival fhould give you, whe-
ther to encourage his addrefs, or not, as you fhall be
convinced of the fincerity of the reformation which
his enemies make him fo much want. Lo

Ihad now a good opportunity to found him (as'you
wifh’d Mr. Hickman would Lord M.), as to the con-
tinued or diminifhed favour of the Ladies, and of his
‘Uncle, towards you, upon their being:acquainted with .
the animofity.of your relations to them, as well as o
their kinfman: i, took the opportunity ;5 and he fatif-
fy’d me, by reading fome paflages of a letter he bi;ad

about
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M;fs Clariffa Harlowe. 19

about him, from Lord M, That an alliance with you,

and that on the foot of your own fingle merit, would
be the moft defirable event to them, that could hap-
pen : ‘And fo far to the purpofe of your wifhed inquiry
does his Lordfhip go, in this letter, that he affures
him; that whatever yow fuffer in fortune from the
violence of your relations, on Ais account, he and his
fifters will join to-make it up to him.  And yet the
reputation of a family fo fplendid, would, no doubt,
in a cafe of fuch importance to the honour of both,
make them prefer a general confent.

I told him;, as you yousfelf I knew had done, that
you were extremely averfe to Mr. Solmes'; and that,

ight you be left to your own choice, it would be
the Single Life. As to himfelf, I plainly faid, That
you had great-and juft objections to-him, on the fcore
of his carelefs morals: That it was furprifing, that
'zoung gentlemen, who gave themfelves the liberties

e was faid to take, fhould prefume to think,: that,
whenever they took it into their heads to marry, the
moft virtuous and worthy of the fex were to fall to
their lot: That as to the Refumption, it had been
very ftrongly urged by myfelf, and would be more ;
tho’ you bad been averfe to it hitherto: That your
chief reliance and hopes were upon your coufin Mor-
den : And that to fufpend or gain time, till he arrived,
was, as I believed, your principal aim.

I told him, That with regard to the mifchief he
threatened, neither the a&t nor the menace ‘could
ferve any end but theirs who perfecuted you ; as it
would give them a pretence for carrying into effe&t
their compulfatory projeéts ; and that with the appro-
bation of all the world ; fince he muft not think the
public would give its voice in favour of a violent young
man, of no extraordinary charadter as to morals, who
fhould feek to rob a family of eminence of a child fo

-yaluable ; and who threatened, if he could not obtain

‘her in preference to-a man chofen-by themfelves, Lthﬁlt
: e
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20 The History of

he would avenge himfelf upon: them All, by aéls of
violence. . ibliag B
I added, That he was veiy much miftaken, if he
thought to intimidate you by fuch menaces 3 For th
tho’ your difpofition was all fweetnefs, yet I knew
a fteadier temper in the world than yours 3 nor one
more inflexible (as your friends had found, and would
{till farther find, if they continued to give occafion
for its exertion), whenever you thought yourfelf in the
right ; and that you were dealt ungeneroufly with, in
matters of too much moment to be indifferent about.
Mifs Clariffa- Harlowe, Mr. Lovelace, let metell you,
faid 1, timid as her forefight and prudence may make
her in fome cafes, where fhe apprehends dangers to
thofe the loves, is above fear, in points where her ho-
nour, and the true dignity of her fex are concerned.—
In fhort, Sir, you muft not think to frighten Mifs Clar
rifla Harlowe into fuch a mean or unworthy conduét,
as only a weak or unfteady mind can be guilty of. -
He was fo very far from intending to intimidate
you, he faidy that he befought me not to mention one
word to you,: of what had paffed between us: That
what he had hinted at, that carried the air. of a me-~
nace, was owing to the fervor of his {pirits, raifed by
his apprehenfions-of lofing all hope of you for ever;
and on,a fuppofition, that you were to be. actually
forced into the arms of a man you hated : ‘T'hat were
this to be the cafe, he muft own, that he thould pay
very little regard to the world, or its cenfures: Efpes
cially, as the menaces of fome of your family now, and
their triumph: over. him afterwards, would both'pros
voke and warrant all the vengeance he could take... |,
He added, that all the countiies in the world were
alike to him, but on your account :So that whatever
hefhould think fit to do, were you loft to him, he fhould
have nothing to apprehend from the Laws of this. .
. I did not like the determined air he fpoke thiswithz
‘He is certainlyy my dear, capable of great raibac@-ﬂq :
e
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- He palliated- a little this fiercenefs (which by the
way I warmly cenfured) by faying, That while you
remain/fingle, he will bear all the indignities that fhall
be caft/ upon him by your family. 'But would you
throw yourfelf, if you were ftill farther driven, into
any other prote&ion, if not his uncle’s, or that of the

ies of his family (into my mamma’s, {uppofe); or
would you go to London to private lodgings, where
he would never vifit you, unlefs he bad your leave ;
and from whence you might _make your own terms
with your relations ; he would be intirely fatisfy’d 5
and would, as he had faid before, wait the effe&t of
your coufin’s arrival, and your free.determination, as
to his own fate.— Adding, That he knew the family
fo well, and how much fixed they were upon their
meafuxes, as.-'well-as the abfolute dependence they
made upon your temper and principles, that he could
ot but apprehend the worft, while you remained in
the &ower of their perfuafion and menaces.

e had a great deal of other difcourfe: Butas the
reciting of the reft would be but a repetition of many
of the things.that paffed between you and him, in
+the interview between you in the woodhoufe, I refer
myfelf to your memory on that occafion (@ ).

And now, my dear, upon the whole, I think, it
behoves you to make yourfelf independent : All then
will fall right.  This man is a violent man. Ifhould
with, methinks, that you fheuld not have either him
vor Solmes. - You will find, if you get out of your
‘brother’s' and fifter’s way, what you caz or can-zo¢
‘do, with regard to cither. = If your relations perfift in
“their foolith fcheme, T think I will take his hint, and,
‘at a proper opportunity, found my mamma. Mean
‘time, let me have your clear opinion of, and reafon-
{ings upon, the Refumption, which T join with Love-
Jace in-advifing.,  You-can but fec.how your demand
will work.  To demand, is not ‘to litigate, But be
o3 . your

(2) See Val. 1. Letter xxxvi,
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your refolution what it will, do not by any means
repeat, that you will not affert your right. If the:
go on to give you provocation, you may have fuffi-
cient reafon to change your mind : And let them ex~
pe& that you will change it. They have not the
generofity to treat you the better for difclaiming the
power they know you have. That, I think, need
not now be told you. i+
I am, my deareft friend, and will be ever, 1}
Your moft affeiionate and faiﬁyful‘
Axna Howe.

B T RS NG 5
Mifs CLarissa Harrowe, 7o Mifs Howe.

Wedn. Night, March 22.

ON my aunt’s and fifter’s report of my obftinacy,
my aflembled relations have taken an wnanimous
refolution (as Betty tells me it is) againft me. This
refolution you will find fignify’d to me in the in-
clofed letter from my brother, juft now brought me.
Be pleafed to return it, when perufed. I may have
occafion for it, in the altercations between my rela~
tions and me. p O SR iAE
Mifs CLARY, : 16
I AM commanded to let you know, that my father
and uncles having heard your aunt Hervey’s account
of all that has pafled between her and you: Having
heard from your fifter what fort of treatment fhe has -
had from you: Having recolleéted all that has paffed
between your mamma and you : Having weighed all
your pleasand propofals : Having taken into confider=
ation their engagements with Mr. Solmes; that gentle-
man’s patience, and great affe@ion for you ; and the lit-
tle opportunity you have given yourfelf to be acquainted
either with his merit, or his propofals : Having confidered
two points more ; to wity, The wounded authority of
X a father 3
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Mifs Clarifia Harlowe. 23
a father ; and Mr. Solmes’s continual intreaties (little
as you have deferved regard from him), that you may
be freed from a confinement to which he is defirous
to attribute your perverfenefs to him (averfenefs 1
fhould have faid, but let it go), he being unable to
account otherwife for fo ftrong a one, fuppoling you

told truth to your mamma, when you afferted, that

your heart was free ; and which Mr. Solmes is willin
to believe, tho” no-body elfe does.—For all thefe rea-
fons, it is refolved, that you fhall go to your uncle
Antony’s: And you muft accordingly prepare your-
felf fo to do.  You will have but fhort notice of the
day, for obvious reafons.

I will honeftly tell you the motive for your going :
1t is a double one ; firft, That they may be fure, that

ou_fhall:not correfpond with any-body they do not

ﬂk’e‘; for they find from Mrs. Howe, that, by-fome
means or other, you 4o correfpond with her daughter;
and, thro’ her, perhaps with fomebody elfe: And next,
That you may receive the vifits of Mr. Solmes; which
you have thought fit to refufe to do here; by which
means you have deprived yourfelf of the opportunity of
knowing whom and what you have hitherto refufed.

Ifafter one fortnight’s converfation with Mr, Solmes,
and after you have heard what your friends fhall fur-
ther urge in his behalf, unharden’d by clandeftine
correfpondencies, you fhall convince them, that Vir-

\’s amor omnibus idem (for the application of which

I refer you to the Georgic, as tranflated by Dryden)
is verify’d in-you, as well as in the reft of the animal
ereation 3 and that you cannot, or will not, forego
your-prepofleffion in favour of the moral, the virtuous,
the pious Lovelace (I would pleafe you if Lcould !), it
will then be confidered, whether to humour you, or
to renounce you for ever. v )
It is hoped, that, as you. muff go, you will go
chearfully, . Your uncle Antony. will make every-
thing at his houfe agreeable to you. « But indeed he

= : won’t
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won’t promife, that he will not, at proper times,

draw up the bridge. ) 3
Your vifitors, befides Mr. Solmes, ‘will be myfelf,
if you permit me that honour ; your fifter; and, as
you behave to Mr. Solmes, your aunt Hervey, and
your uncle Harlowe ; and yet the two latter will
hardly come neither, if they think it will be to hear
your whining vocatives.— Betty Barnes will be your
attendant : - And, I muft needs tell you, Mifs, that
‘we none of us think the worfe of the faithful maid,

for your diflike of her : Which Betty, however, wha

would be glad to oblige you, laments as a misfortune.
Your anfwer is required, whether you chearfully
confent to go ? And your indulgent mamma bids me
remind you from her, That a fortnight’s vifits from
Mr. Solmes are all that is meant at prefent.
1 am, as you fhall be pleafed to deferve,
Yours, &c. ;
James HARLOWE, jun.

 So here is the mafter-ftroke of my brother’s policy !
“Called upon to confent to go to my uncle Antony’s,
avowedly to receive Mr. Solmes’s vifits — A chapel !
-—A moated houfe !—Deprived of the opportunity of
correfponding with you! — or of any poflibility of
efcape, fhould violence be ufed to compel me to be
that odious man’s !
Late as it was, when I received this infolent letter,
I wrote an anfwer to it directly, that it might be ready
for the writer’s time of rifing. 1 .inclofe the rough
“draught of it.  You will fee by it how much his vile
hint from the Georgic, and his rude one of my
whining wocatives, have fet me up. Befides, as the
‘command to get ready to go to my uncle’s is in the
name of my father and uncles, it 1s but to fhew a
piece of the art they accufe me . of, to refent the vile
“hint, I have fo much reafon to refent, in order to
palliate the refufal of obeying, what would otherwife
be
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 25
be interpreted an a& of rebellion by my brother and
fifter : For, it feems plain to me, that they will
work but half their ends, if they do not deprive me
of my father’s and uncles favour, altho’ I thould even
comply with terms, which it is impofiible I thould
ever comply with.

YOU might have told me, Brother, in three lines,
~% what the determination of my friends was; only,
that then you would not have had room to difplay your
pedantry by fo deteftable an allufion or reference to
the Georgic. Give me leave to tell you, Sir, That
if humanity were a branch of your ftudies at the Uni«
verfity, it has not found a genius in you for mafter»
ing it. - Nor is either my Sex or my felf, tho’ a fifter,
I fee, intitled to the leaft decency from a brother, who
has ftudied, as it feems, rather to cultivate the male-
volence of his natural temper, than any tendency
which one would have hoped his parentage, if not his
education, might have given him, to a tolerable
politenefs. -

I doubt not, that you will take amifs my freedom =
But as you have deferved it from me, I fhall be lefs and
lefs concerned on that fcore, asI fee you are more
and more intent to thew your wit -at the expence of
juftice and compaffion.

The tjme is, indeed, come, that I can no longer
bear thofe contempts and refleGtions, which a brother,

" leaft of all'men, is intitled to give. And let me beg

of you one favour, officious Sir : — It is #his, That
{ou will not give yourfelf any concern about a huf-
and for me, till I fhall have the forwardnefs to pro-
fe a wife to you. Pardon me, Sir; but I cannot
ﬁ:lp thinkin%, that could I'have the art to get my
papa of my fide, I fhould have as much right to pre-
fcribe for you, as you have for me. ‘
As to the communication you make me, I muft
‘take upon me to fay, That altho’ I will receive, as
Vour. IL C becomes
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becomes me, any of my papa’s commands; yet, as
this fignification is made me by a brother, who has
Thewn of late fo much of an unbrotherly animofity to
me (for no reafon in the world that I know of; but
that he believes he has, in me, one fifter too many
for his intereft) I think myfelf intitled to- conclude,
that fuch a letter as you have fent me, is all your-
ewn — And -of .courfe to declare, that, while Iﬂé.
think it, I will not willingly, =nor even without vio-
Ience, go to any place avowedly, . to receive. Mr.
Solmes’s vifits. EEE iRy -

I think myfelf fo much in6itled ko refent yoixr“;ii."

famous hint, and this as well for the fake of my Sex,-
as for my.own, that I ought to declare, asl do,. that

T will not reccive any more of your. letters, unlefs -

commanded to. do fo, by an authority I never will
difpute ; except in a cafe, where I think my future,

as well as prefent happinefs concerned — And were,
fuch a cafe to happen, I am fure my father’s harfh-.
nefs will be lefs owing to himfelf, than to you'; and.
to the fpecious abfurdities of your ambitious, and.

felfith fchemes.—Very true, Sir! AL 5o
One word more, provoked as T am, I will add:

That had I been thought as really obftinate and per-.

verfe, as of late-1 am faid to be, I fhould not: have
been fo difgracefully treated as I have, been— Lay
your hand upon your heart, Brother, and fay, By
whofe inftigations — And examine what I have done
to deferve to be made thus unhappy, and to be obliged
to ftyle myfelf, i

Your injured Siflery - ;
¢ CrL. HARLOWE.

Whén; my -dear, Fyou have read my anf;Ver to this

lett'er, tell_me, what you think of me? —It sball
| e :

LET-




= ="

| M ChfE Hilowe. 37

s odw JAagioil ANG 2 20 b

o ertotniakel J8s B T Bo R VL,

l-‘%!‘j}‘crg’m;‘ssﬂ HarLowe, To Mifs Howg.. .
bwtanc ov b Thurfday Morningy Mar: 23.°
M*Y»"lc'tter‘ has fet them 4/ in tumults: For, it.

* feems, ‘none of them went home laft night 5

and they 2ll ‘were'defired to  be prefent to give their
advice; if I thould refufe compliance with 2 command
thought fo reafonable as, it feems, this was.

Betty tells me, That, at firft, my father, in a rage,:
was for coming’ up to me himfelf, and for turning me
out of his doors direGtly.’ - Nor was he reftrained, till
it was'hinted to him, that That was no doubt my
wifh," and would anfwer all'my perverfe views. . But.
the ‘refult ‘was, That my brother (having really, as
my mamma and aunt infifted, taken wrong meafures:
with ‘'me) fhould write again in 2 more moderate man-.
ner: For nobody elfe was permitted or cared to write.
to fuch a ready feribbler. And, I having declared
that T would not receive any more of his letters with-
-out'command from a fuperior authority, my mamma
was'to give it bers: And accordingly has done fo in
the following lines, written on  the fuperfcription of
his Jetter to me: Which letter alfo follows: Toge-
ther with my reply. ibw

Clary Harlowe,

RECEIVE and read This, with the temper that
- becomes your fex, your charaéter, your educa~-
tion, and your duty: And return an anfwes to it,
direéted to your brother, . « ;. . -

‘CrarLOTTE HARLOWE.
Ca To
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To Mjfs Crarissa HARLOWE.

Thur[day Mornings
ONCE more I write, altho’ imperioufly prohibited
by a younger fifter. Your mamma will have me
do fo, that you may be deftitute of all defence; if you
perfitt in your pervicacy. Shall 1 be a pedant, l\/}]ifs,
for this word ? She is willing to indulge in you the
leaft appearance of that delicacy for which ‘fhe once,
as well as every-body elfe, admired you— Before you
knew Lovelace ; I cannot, however, help faying that :
And fhe, and your aunt Hervey, will have it (They
would fain favour you, if they could), that I may
have provoked from you the an{wer they neverthelefs
own to be fo exceedingly unbecoming. I am now
learning, you fee, to take up the fofter language,
where you have laid it down. This then isthe cafe:
They intreat, they pray, they beg, they fupplicate—
A Will either of thefe do, Mifs Clary?) That! you
will make no fcruple to go to your uncle Antony’s:
And fairly I am to tell you, for the very purpofe
,mentione! in my laft—or, ’tis prefumable, they need
not. intreaty ﬁ'ray, beg, [fupplicate. — Thus much is
promifed to Mr. Solmes, who is your advocate; and
wery, ‘uneafy, that you fhould be under conftraint,
Juppofing that your diflike to him. arifes from That.
And, if he finds you are not to be moved in his fa-
your, when you are abfolutely freed from That you
«all a controul, he will forbear thinking of you, what-
‘ever it cofts him. "He loves you too' well : And in
this, I really think his underftanding, which you have
refle&ted upon, is to be queftioned. ¢ o o

Only for one fortnight, therefore, permit his vifits,

Your Education (you telbmie of mine, you know)
ought to make you incapable of rudenefs to any-
body. He will not, I 'hope, be the firft man, myfelf ex-
cepted, whom you cver treated rudely, purely becatg:

4
Go gle
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe:. z9

fie is efteemed by us all. T am, what you have a mind

‘to make me, Friend, Brother, or Servant—1I with I

could be fill more polites. to fo polite, fo delicate, a
Sifter.: v
atidiflo! Ja. HARLOWE,

You: muft fiill write to me, if you condefcend to
‘reply. Your mamma will not be permitted to
be- difturbed with your nothing-meaning Vo-
catives |—Fscatives, once more, Madam Clary,
“repeats the pedant your.brother |

7o James HarLoweE, :ix)m Efg

2 Thurfday, March23:
PERMIT'me,-. my ever-dear and honoured papa
and mamma, in this: manner to furprife you into
‘an audience (prefuming This will -be read to you)
fince I.am deny’d the honour of writing to you di-
reétly.. Let me beg of you to believe, that.nothing
but the moft unconquerable diflike could make me
ftand againft' your: pleafure. What are riches, what
are fettlements, to happinefs ? Let me not thus cruelly
‘be given up to a2 man my very foul is averfe to.

_Permit: me to repeat, that I cannot bare/fly be his.

‘Had Lia flighter notion of the matrimonial duty than
Thave, perhaps I might. . But when I'am to bear all
the mifery, and That for /ife ; when my heart is lefs
concerned in this matter, than my foul; my temporal,
perhaps; . than my future good; why fhould I be
geny’d the liberty of refufing? That liberty is all
-afk. f ,

It were eafy for me to give way to hear Mr, Solmes
talk for the mentioned fortnight, - altho® it is im-
poflible for me, fay what he would, . to_get over my
diflike to him. But the Moated houfe,- the Chapel
there, and the little mercy my brother and fifter, who
are to be there, have hitherto fhewn me, are what I

C 3 am
m
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am. extremely .apprehenfive of, . And why does my
brother fay, my reftraint is to be taken off (and that
too.at Mr. Solmes’s defire), when Lam: to bea il
clofer prifoner than before ; the/Bridge threaten’d to
be,drawn up ;. and ;no_dear papa and:mamma‘ near
ine, to appeal to, in the laft refort? It
Transfer not, I befeech you, to a brother an
Tifter your own autherity over your,child—To a bro-
ther and fiffer, who'treat me with unkindnefs and re-
preach 5 and; as I have too much reafonito appre-
thend, mifreprefent my words and bebaviour; or,
ﬁ:eatly favour’d as T.ufed to be, it is impoffible I
ould be funk fo low in your opinions, as I un-
happily am ! peify s B
Let but this my hard, my difgraceful confinement
be put an end to. Permit me, my dear mamma,. to
purfue my Needleworks in' your ‘prefence, as one of
your maidens, and you fhall be witnefs, that it is not
wilfulnefs or prepofleffion that governs me,, Let me
not, however, be put out of your own houfe., Let
Mr. Solmes come and go, as my papa pléafes: Let
me but tarry or retire when he comes, as I can ; and
leave the reft toBProvidence. i fun boieal G0N Fike
Forgive me, Brother, that thus, with anappearance
of art,gl addrefs myfelf to myi_fathef}aé?srmﬁldl.dto
- whom, I am forbid to approach, or:te:write.> Hard
it is,to be reduced to fuch a contrivance ! Forgive
likewife the plain-dealing I have ufed in-the above,
with the noblenefs of a gentleman, and the gentlenefs
due from a brother to a fifter. -Altho’, of late, you
have given me but little room to hope for your, favour
or compaffion ; yet, ‘having not deferved to forfeit
. £ithery 1.prefume. to claim doth : For I am confident
it is, at prefent, much in your power, altho’ but my
brother (my honoured parents bothy I blefsiGads' in
being), to give peace to the greatly difturbed mind of
: Your unbapéy Sifters £
» HarLowE,

Betty

Go gle




Mifs’ Clariffa Harlowe. a1
* " Betty tells me;, my brother has taken my letter all
in: pieces ;' and has undertaken ‘to ‘write fuch an
anfwer to’ity as fhall” confirm the wavering —— So,
it is plain; that I fhould have moved fomebody by
ity but forthis: hard=hearted brother ; 1 God forgive
him | td10lar His :
LETTER VI
Mifs' CLarissa Harvowe, To Mifs Howe:

iko ' Thurfday Night, Mar. 27
I Send you the boafted confutation-letter, jult now

. put into my hands — My brother and fifter, my
'uncf; Antony and Mr. Solmes are, 1 underftand, cx-
‘ulting over t{e copy of it below, as an-unanfwerable
performance,

7o MifiCLAaRISSA HARLOWE.

}QNGE'- againy. my inflexible fifter, T wrie to you:

Itis to let you know, that the pretty piece of

art you found out to make me the vehicle of your

“whining pathetics to your father and mother, has not
had: the expected effe, . - - ek
i+ T do affure you, that your behaviour has not been

~mifreprefented < Nor nced it. Your mamma;’ who

~is follicitous to ‘take all opportunities of ‘putting the
favourableft conftrucions upon all you do, has béen
forced, as you well know, to ' give''you up, upon
full proof :-{Io need then of the expedient of purfuing
-your Needleworks in her fight. ‘She cannot bear your
‘whining pranks: And itis for ber fake,' that you are
“not permitted to come inito her prefence ; nor will'be,

:

. -but upon her own terms; | 3

'+ »You had like to have 'made‘a fimpletén  of your
aunt Hervey yefterday : ' She came down from you,
‘pleading in’ your favour : But when the was afked,
T Ca What
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‘What conceflion the had brought you to? fhe look’d
about her, and knew not what to anfwer. So your

mamma, when furprifed into the beginning of your -

cunning addrefs to her and to your papa, under my
name (for I had begun to read it, little fufpeting fuch
an ingenious fubterfuge) and would then make me
read it thro’, wrung her hands, Oh L her dear child,
her dear child, muft not be fo compelled | — But
when fhe was atked, ‘W hether the would be willing to
have for her Son-in-law, the man who bids defiance
to her whole’family ; and who had like to have mur-
der’d her fon? And what conceflions fhe had gain’d
from her beloved, to occafion this tendernefs ! And
that for one who had apparently deceived her, in af-
furing her that her heart was free? then could fhe
look about her, as her fifter had done before : Then
was fhe again brought to herfelf,- and to a refolution
to affert her authority ; not to transfer it, witty pre-
fumer! over the rebel who of late, has fo ingrate-
fully ftruggled to throw it off.

You feem, child, to have a high notion of the
matrimonial duty ; and I’ll warrant, like the reft of

" your fex (one or two, whom I have the honour:to

know, excepted) that you will go to church to promife
what you will never think of afterwards.  But, fiveet
child! as your worthy mamma Norton calls you,
think a little lefs of the matrimonial (at leaft, till you
come into that ftate) and a little more of the filial,
duty. STt
Iylow can you fay, you are to bear all:the mifery;

-when you give fo large a thare of it to your parents,
to your uncles, to your aunt, to myfelf, and to your

fifter ; who all, for Eighteen years of your life, loved
ou fo well ? ‘
If of late I have not given you room to hope for

-my favour or compaflion, it is becaufe of late you

have not deferved either. I know what you mean,
little refleCting fool, by faying, it is much in my
P power,
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‘you can give yourfelf whenever you K}leafe.

Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 33

power, altho’ but your brother (a very flight degree
of relation with you) to give you that peace, which

The liberty of refufing, pretty Mifs, is deny’d
you, becaufe we are all fenfible, that the liberty of
chagfing,  to every one’s diflike, muft follow. e
vile wretch you have fet your heart upon, fpeaks
This plainly to every-body, tho’ you won’t. He fays.
you are Hisy and fhall be His, and he will be the death

of any ‘man who robs him of his PrRorerTY. So,

Mifs, we have a mind to try this point with him.

My father fuppofing he has the right of a father in

his child, is abfolutely determin’d not to be bully’d
out of that right. And what muft that child be, who
prefers the Rake to'a Father? - £

~+ This is the light in which this whole debate ought

to_be taken.. Blufh, .then, .Delicacy ! that. cannot
bear the Poet’s Amor omnibus idem | — Blufh .then, .
Purity ! ' Be athamed, Virgin modefty ! ‘And if capable
of conviction, furrender your whole will to the will
of the honoured pair, to whom you owe your being :
And beg of all your friends to forgive-and forget the
part you have of late acted. - ,

1 have written a longer letter, than ever T defigned -
to write to you, safter t%le infolent treatment and pro-
hibition you have given me: : And now'l am com-
miffion’d ta tell you, that your friends are as weary
of confining you, as you are of being confin’d. . And -
therefore you muft prepare yourfelf to go in a very
few days,” as you have been told before, to your
uncle Antony’s ; who, ‘notwithftanding your appre~
henfions, will draw up his bridge when he pleafes,
will fee what company he pleafes in his own houfe ;.
nor will he demolith his chapel to cure you of your
foolifh late-commenc’d antipathy, to a place of Divine
Worthip.— The more foolifh,. as, if we intended to
ufe force, we could have the ceremony ‘pafs in your
chamber:as well as any where elfe, 9
‘ Cs Prejudice
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Prejudice againft Mr. Solmes has evidently blinded
you, and there is a charitable neceflity to open your
eyes: Since no one but you thinks the gentleman fo

_contemptible in his per/on 3 nor, for a plain country
gentleman, who has too much folid fenfe to appear
like a coxcomb, juftly blameable in. his manners.—
And as to his temper, it is neceflary you fhould fpeak
upon fuller knowlege, than at prefent it is plain you
can have’ of him.

Upon the whole, it will not be amifs, that you
‘prepare for your fpeedy removal, as well for the fake
‘of your own conveniency, asto fhew your readinefs,
in one'point, at leaft, to oblige your friends ; one of
whom you may, if you pleafe to deferve it, reckon,
tho’ ‘but a Brother, =
o James HARLOWE.
P.S If !you are difpofed to fee Mr. Solmes, and to

make fome excufes to him for your paft conduét,
- inorder to be able to meet him fomewhere elfe with

the lefs concern to yourfelf for your freedoms with
him§ he fhall attend you where you pleafe. If you
have a mind to read the fettlements, before they
are read to you for your figning, they fhall be fent
you up— Who knows, but they will help you to
fome frefh objections? — Your heart is fres you
know— It muft— For, did you not tell your mo-
ther it was? And will the piaus Clarifla Harlowe

_fib to her mamma ?

I defire no reply. The cafe requires none. Yet

I will afk you, Have you, Mifs, no more propofals

to make? _

T'was fo vexed when I came to the end of this
letter (the poftfcript to which, perhaps, might be
written, after the reft had feen the letter) that I took
up my pen, with an intent to write to my uncle
Harlowe about refuming my own eftats, in purfuanc%

LY

~
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M;fs Clariffa Harlowe. 34
of your advice : But my heart failed me, when I re~ -
colleted, that I had not ene friend to ftand by or
fupport me in my claim ; and that it would but the
moré incenfe them, without anfwering any good end.
O that my coufin were but come! | i

Is it not a fad thing, beloved as I thought myfelf,
fo lately, by every one, that now I have not ene
perfon in the world to plead for me, to ftand by me,
or who would afford me refuge, were I to be under:
the neceflity of feeking for it ?—1I, who had the vanity
to think I had as many friends as I faw faces, and
flatter’d myfelf too, that it was not altogether un-
metited, becaufe I faw not my Maker’s Image," ei-
ther in'man, woman, or child, high.or low, rich
or poor, whom, comparatively, Iloved not.as myfelf..
——Would to heaven, my dear, that you were marry’d!
Perhaps, then, you could have induc’d Mr. Hick-
man, upon my application, to afford me proteétion,
till thefe ftorms were over-blown. .But then this
might have involv’d bim in difficulties and. dangers ;
and that I would not have had done for. the world.

I don’t know what to do, not I!— God forgive
me, but I am very impatient |— I with—but I.don’t’
know what to with, without a fin !~ Yet | with it
would pleafe God: to take me to his mercy.l— I can
meet with none here —=What a world is this] Wihat
is there in it defireable ? " The good we: hope fory fo
ftrangely mix’d,  that one knows not what to wifh
for : And one half of mankind tormenting the other,
and being tormented :themfelves in tormenting !-~For
here in this my particular cafe, my relations cannot
be happy, tho’. they make me unhappy ! — Except
my brother and fifter, indeed—and they feem to take

-+delight in, and enjoy, the mifchicf they make ! \ -,

But it is. time to lay down my pen, fince my ink

tuns nothing but gall.

59 €6 LET-
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R EATT R R VIR SO
. Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Howe.

Friday Morning, Six o’ Clock.
MRS. Betty tells me, there is now nothing talked’
of but of my going to my uncle Antony’s.
She has been order’d, fhe fays, to get ready to attend
me thither. And, upon my exprefling my averfe-
nefs to go, had the confidence to fay, That having
heard me often praife the romantic-nefs of the place,
the was affonifh’d (her hands and eyes lifted up) that
1 fhould fet myfelf againft going to a houfe fo much
in my tafle. vy
1 afked, if this was her own infolence, or her
oung miftrefs’s obfervation ? .

She half-aftonifh’d me by heranfwer; That it was
hard fhe could not fay a geed thing, without being
robbed of the merit of it.

As the wench looked as if fhe really thought fhe
had faid a good thing, ‘without knowing the boldnefs
of ity Ilet it pafs. %ut, to fay the truth, this crea-
ture has furprifed me on many occafions with her
fmartnefs : For, fince fhe has been imploy’d in this
controuling office, I have difcover’d a great deal of
wit in her affurance, which I never fufpeéted before.
‘This thews, that infolence is her talent; and thatFor-
tune, in placing her as a fervant to my fifter, has not
done fo kindly by her as Nature; for that the would
make a better figure as her companion. And, indeed,.
I can’t help thinking fometimes, that I myfelf was
better fitted by Nature to be the fervant of both, tham
the miftrefs of the one, or the fiffer of the other.
And within thefe few months paft, Fortune has atted
by me, as if the were of the fame mind. Ve

Going
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Mifs Clariffa: Harlowe. 37

X Friday, Ten o’Clock.
- Going down to my Poultry-yard, juft now, I heard :
. my brother and-fifter, and that Solmes laughing and
,  triumphing together. The high Yew Hedge between
‘o ‘us, which divides the yard from the garden, hinder’d .
tk  them from feeing me.
o’ My brother, as I found, had been reading part, or
the whole perhaps, of the copy of his laft letter — -
Mighty prudent'and confiftent, you’ll fay, with their-
views, to make me the wife of a man,. from whom
they conceal not, what, were I to be fuch,. it would
‘be kind in théem to endeavour to conceal, out of re-
gard to my future peace : But I have no doubt, that:
they hate me heartily. [ ARy

ndeed you was up with her there, brother, faid
my fifter ' You need-not have bid her not write to-
you.  I'll engage, with all her wit, fhe’ll never pre-
tend to anfwer it.

Why,. indeed, faid my brother, with an air of
College-fufficiency, with which he abounds, (for he
thinks nobedy writes like himfelf ) I believe I have
given her a choak-pear. What fay you, Mr. Solmes ?

- Why, 8ir, faid he, I think it is unanfwerable.
But will it not exafperate her more againft me ?

Never fear, Mr. Solmes, faid my brother, but
we’ll carry our point, if fhe do not tire you out firft,
We have gone too far in this method to recede. Her
; , coufin Morden will foon be here; fo all muft be
| over, before that time, or fhe’ll be made independent
’
:
|
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of us all. >

There, Mifs Howe, is the! reafon given for their
Jehu-driving } F-

Mr. Solmes declar’d, that he was determin’d to
perfevere while my brother gave him any hopes, and
while my father flood firm.

- My fifter told my brother, that he hit me charm-
angly on the reafon why I ought to converfe vl:/ilth
£ : L
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Mr. Solmes.  But that he fhould not be fo fmart up=-
on the fex, for the faults of this perverfe girl.
Somie lively, and I fuppofe, witty anfwer, my bro-
ther return’d ; for he and Mr. Solmes laugh’d ‘out-
rageoufly upon it, and Bella ldughing too, call’d him:
anaughty gentleman : But'I heard no more of what-
they faid ; they walking on into the gardény
If you think, -my dedr, that what I have related,
did not again fire. me, you will. find yourfelf mif=
taken, when you read at' this place the inclofed copy
of my letter to my brother ; ftruck off, while the iron’
was ‘red-hot. : '
No more call me meek and gentle, I befeech you.*

: 7o Mr. JaAMES HARLOWE: -
S 1R,. ‘ Friday Morning. -
IF, notwithftanding your prohibition, - I-thould ‘be-
filent on ‘occafion of your laft, you would perhaps:
conclude, that I was confenting to go'to my uncle
Antony’s, upon the condition you mention. . My fa-
ther muft do as he pleafes with his child: He may
turn me out of his doors, if he thinks fit; -or give.
you leave to doit; but, (loth as I-am-to fay it) I
thould think it very hard to be carry’d by force to’
any-body’s houfe, when I have one of ‘my -own to
o to. f ¥
» Far be it from me, notwithftanding your’s and my
fifter’s provocations, to think of taking my eftate into:
my own hands, without my papa’s leave :  But why,
if I muft not ftay any longer here, may I not be per-.
mitted to go thither? I will engage to fee nobody
they would not have me fee, if this favour be per=
mitted.” Favour 1 call it, and am ready to receive and
acknowlege it as fuch, altho’ my grandfather’s will-
has made it matter of right. , {73
You afk me, in a very unbrotherly manner, in the

poftfcript to yous letter, if I have not fome new pro-

pofals -

Gougle
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the Moated houfe, whichufed to be a delightful one

Myfs: €harifia Harlowe. 39
_pofals to make. I mavE (fince you put the queftion)
three or four : — New ones all,; I think ;  tho’ I will
be fo bold as to fay, that, fubmitting the cafe to any
‘one impartial perfon, whom you have not fet againft
.me, my old ones ought not to have been rejected. I
think This, why then fhould I not write it? — Nor
have you any more reafon to ftorm at your /iffer, for
telling it you (fince you feem,. in your letter, to
make it your boaft how you turned my mamma and
my aunt Hervey againft me) than I have to be angry
‘with my brother, for treating me as no brother ought
to treat a fifter. s

Thefe are my new propofals thenz- . . .
. That, as above, I may not be hinder’d from going
to refide (under fuch conditions as fhall be prefcribed
to me, which I will moft religioufly obferve) at my
.grandfather’s late houfe. I will not again in this place
call it mine. 1 have reafon to think it a great mif-
fortune, that ever it was fo ! Jndeed I have !

If this be not permitted, I defire leave: to go for a
month, or for what time fhall be thought fit, to Mifs
Howe’s. I dare fay her mamma will confent to ity if
I have my papa’s permiffion to go.

- If this, neither, be allowed, and I @z to be turned
out of my father’s houfe, Ibeg I may be fuffer’d to
go to my aunt Hervey’s, where I will inviolably ob-
ferve bher commands, and thofe of my papa and
mamma. ;

~But if this, neither, is to be granted, it is my
humble requeft, that I may be fent to my uncle Har-
lowe’s, inftead of my uncle Antony’s. I mean not
by this any difrefpeét to my uncle Antony : -But his
Moat, with his Bridge threaten’d to be drawn up, and
perhaps his Chapel, terrify me beyond expreflion, not-
withftanding your wizty ridicule upon me for that ap-
prehenfion.

. If this likewife be refufed, and I muft be carried to

to
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-to me, let it be promifed-me, that I fhall not be com=-
‘pelled to receive Mr. Solmes’s vifits there; and then:
I:will as chearfully go,.as ever Ldid. . , b

So here, . Sir, are my new propofals. - -And if none-
of them anfwer your end, -as each of them tendsto-
the exclufion - of that ungenerous perfifter’s vifits, be~
pleafed to know, that' there is no misfortune I will -
ot fubmit to, . rather than yield - to give- my-hand to
the man, to whom I can allow no thare in'my heart.

If I write in-a ftyle different from my ufual; and
‘different from what I withed to have occafion to-write, .
an impartial perfon, who knew what I have acci=-
dentally,. withint this hour paft, . heard from your:
mouth, and my fiftér’s, and a third perfon’s (particu--
larly the reafon you give for driving on at this violent -
rate; to-wit, my coufin Morden’s foon=expeéted ar--
rival), would think, I'have but too much reafon for:
it.  Then be pleafed to remember, Sir, that when my -
whining wocatrves-have fubjeéted me to fo much fcorn |
and ridicule, it is time,.were it but to imitate exam-
ples fo excellentas you and my fiffer fet me, that 1!
thould endeavour to affert my chara&ter; in order to -
be thought lefs an alieny and nearer of kin to you boths
than either'of you have of late feemed to fuppofe me. .

Give me leave, in order to empty my female quivers

at once,, to add, that I know no-other reafon you can -
have, for forbidding me to reply to you, after you have :
written what you pleafed to'me, than that you-are
confcious you cannot anfwer to reafon and to juftice
the treatment you give me. , »hy

If it be otherwife, I, an un—learned,‘ un-l(:ﬁical girl,

younger by near a third than yourfelf, will venture.
(fo aflured am I of the juftice of my caufe) to put-my:
fate upon an iffue with you: With you, Sir,.whow
have had - the advantage of an academical educations:
whofe mind muft have been ftrengthen’d by obfer:
vation, and learned converfation ; and who, pardpnz,A

my.
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my going fo low, have been accuftomed to give
choak-pears to thofe you vouchfafe fo write againft.

Any impartial perfon, I}:)our late T'utor, for inftance;
or the pious and worthy Dr. Lewin, may be judge be-
tween us: And if either give it againft me, I will pro-
mife to refign to my deftiny : Provided, if it be given
:Fu'nﬁ you, that my father will be pleafed on%y to-

low of my negative to the perfon fo violently fought
to be impofed upon me.

I flatter myfelf, Brother, that you will the readier
come into this propofal, as you feem to have a high
opinion of your talents for argumentation ; and not a
Jow one of the cogency of the arguments contained inr
your laft letter. And as I can poffibly have no ad.
vantage in a contention with you, if the juftice of
my caufe affords me not any, (as you have no opinion
it will) it beheves you, methinks, to thew to an im-
partial moderator, that 7 am wrong, and ysu not fo.

If this be accepted, there is a neceflity for its being
carry’d on by the pen; the falls to be ftated, and
agreed upon by both ; and the decifion to be given,
according to the force of the arguments each" fhall
produce in fupport of their fide of the queftion: For,
give meleave to fzy, I'know too well the mdnlinefs of
your temper, to offer ata perfonal debate with you.

If it be not accepted, I fhall conclude, that you
cannot defend your conduct towards me : And fhall
only beg of you, that, for the future, you will treat.

‘me with the refpeét due to a fifter from a brother,,

who would be thought as polite as learned.

And now, Sin, if I have feem’d to thew fome fpirit,.
mot quite foreign to the relation T have the honour to.
bear to you, and tomy /if7er ; and which may bedeem’d.
not altogether of a piece with that partof my cha-

‘raéter which once, it feems, gained' me every one’s.

love ; be pleafed to confider to whom, and to what-
it is owing ; ' and that this part of that charater was
‘not difpenfed with,, till it fubjefted me to. that fcorﬁ :

and:
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and thofe infults, which.a brether, who has been /3
tenacious of an. independence, that 1 voluntarily gave
up, and who has appeared fo exalted upon.it, ought
not to have fhewn to any-body, much lefs to a weak
and defencelefs fifter.: Who is, notwithftanding, an

affectionate and refpe@ful one, and weuld. be glad to.
future occafions 5 as

thew herfelf to be fo upen all on
the has in every a&tion. of her pait life, althe’ of late-
the has met with fuch unkind returss,

Ci. HaRZOWS..
See the force and volubility, as I may 'fay, of paf--

fion; for the letter I fend you is my firft: draught
ﬂruc,k off without a blot or. erazure. ‘ \315 3

Friday, Three q’z'h'd';

. AS foon as T had tranfcribed ity I fent it down to-

my brother by Mrs. Betty. 3 1A R

.+ The wench came up foon after, all aghaft, ‘with
her Lord, Mifs! What have you done ? ~~ What
have you written? For you have fet them .all ina.
-J9yful uproar. | \ o Huoups

: ﬁ 30 3L 3:.‘-‘3:
. My Sifter. is but thiﬁnoment gone from me: :She

came up,all in a flame, which obliged me abruptly/to-
.Jay down my pen :. She run to me— v Fi08

O Spirit | “faid - the 3+ tapping: my: n“d"‘a;hm

hard. . And.is it.come. to.this at Jaft liee: | 1501 7
, .Bo-you.beat me;, Bella? " i 0 et B
o you ecall.this beating. you?. :Onl “tapping’
Aboulder thus, faid fhe; vtagp;}:ing again fnorcs gznt{w
L'his is what we expeQed it-would icome: to— You
; ,;xant» to ’be independent—My.papa hds lived too long
g or You Lomre $ ) % hie iy {6y LiidA
» - L.was going to fpeak with vehemence 3 but.dhe put
her handkerchief before my mouth, very rudely——
You have done enough with your pen, meatliftener,
as-you.are! But, know, ‘that neither your inde-
di pendent

b fily
g—
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pendent fcheme, - nor any of your vifiting ones, will
be granted you. Take your courfe, perverfe one’;
«call in. your Rake ‘to help you to an in-dependence up-
‘on your parents, and a'dependence upon him !—Dao
fo |— Prepare this moment— Refolve what you will
take with you!=To-morrow you go '“~Depend up-
son ' it, ‘to-morrow ‘you go !— N¢ longer thall  you
tarry herey watching, and creeping about to hearken
to what people fay '—"T'is determin’d, “child '—You
go to-morrow!— My brother would have come up
to tell you {o !-But I perfuaded him to the contrary—
For 1 know not, -what had become’ of you, if he
had— Such a letter |-— Such an’infolenit, fuch a con=
ceited challenger |— O thou vain‘creature |—Bat pre-
pare -your felf, I fay — To-morrow you go— My
brother will accept your bold challenge ; but it muit
be perfonal ; and at my uncle Antony’s— Ox perhaps
at Mr. Solmes’s— - ¥R RTAVE Y AT
- #Thus fhe ran on, almoft foaming with paffion, till,
auiite out of - patience, I faid, No more of your vio-
Jence, Bella— Had 1 known in what a"way yeu
‘would come up, you thould not have found’fiiy ¢ham-
ber-door open |— Talk to.your fervant in this man-
sner :+ Unlike you, as' I'blefs God I am, 1am néver-
- thelefs your fifter—And let me tell you, that Iwon’t
go to-morrow, nor next day, nor next day to that-—
«except L. am dragg’d away by violence. :
What | net if your papa, or your mamma com-
mands it— Girl? faid fhe ; 'intending another word,
by her paufe, and manner, before it came out. -
Let. it come to that Bella — Then I fhall know
what to fay—But it fhall be from either. of their own
-mouths, if I do.—Not from yours, nor your Betty’s~
And fay another word to me, in this manner, and
be the confequence what it may, I will force' myfelf

~into their prefence; and demand whatI have done

to be ufed thus !
. Come along, child! — Come-along, mecknefs—

Ly 1 taking
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-taking my hand, and leading me towards the door—

Demand it of them now— You’ll find éoth your de-
fpifed parents together ! — What ! - does your heart
fail you ?—(for I refifted being thus infolently led, and
pulled my hand from her.J:

I want not to be led, faid I'; and fince I can plead-
your invitation, I will go: And was pofting to the
ftairs, accordingly, in my paflion -— But fhe got be«»
tween me and the door, and fhut it—

Let me firft, bold ene, apprife them of your vifit :
=~ For your own fake, let me — For ‘my brother is
with them, But yet opening it again, feemg me:
fhrink. back — Go if you will | — Why don’t you-
go ! — Why don’t you go, Mifs—following me to-
my clofet, whnther flretxred ‘with my heart full, and>
pulled the fafh-door after me ; and. could no longer:
hold in my tears.

Nor would 1 anfwer one word to her repeated ag-
gravations, and demands upon me to open my door-
(for the key was on the infide) nor fo much as turn:
my head towards her,. as fhe looked thro’ the glafs
at me.. And at laft, which vex’d her to the heart,.
I drew the filk curtain, that fhe fhould net fée me,
and down fhe went muttering all the way..

Is not this-ufage enough to provoke one to a ralh-»
nefs one had never thought of committing-#

As it is. but too probable, that I'may be hurry’d
away to my uncle’s, without being able to give
previous notice of it; I beg, that as foonas you
hear of fuch a. violence, you will fénd to the ufual
place, to take back fuch of your letters, as may not.
have reached my hands, or. to fetch any of: mine,.
that may be there.. May you, my dear, be always-
happy, prays your.

Cr. HARLOWE..

Lhave received your four letters. ' But am in fuch

a ferment, that I cannot at prefent write to them..
LET-
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Mifs Cuarissa Harvowe, To Mifs HowE.

; / Friday Nighty March 24,
Have a moft provoking letter from my fifter, — I

might have fuppofed, fhe would refent the con-
tempt fhe brought upon herfelf in my.chamber. Her

conduét, furely, can only be accounted for by the

rage of a fuppofed rivalry.

70 Mifi CLaRIssA HARLOWE,
I Am to tellsyou, That your mamma has begg’d
* you off for the morrow : — But that you have
effectually done your bufinefs with her, as well as with
every-body elfe.

In your propofals, and letter to your,brother, you
have thew’d yourfelf fo filly, and fo wife ; fo young,
and fo old ; fo gentle, and fo obftinate ; fo meek,
and fo violent; that never was there {o mix’d a
chara&er. e ,

We all know of whom you have borrowed this
mew fpirit.  And yet the feeds of it muft be in your
heart, or it could not all at once fhew itfelf {o ram-
pant. It would be doing Mr. Solmes a {pight, to
wifh him fuch a /by, un-fhy girl; another of your
contradictory qualities—I leave you to make out what
I mean by it.

. Here, Mifs, your mamma will not let you.remain :
She cannot have any peace of mind while fuch a rebel
«of a child is fo near her: Your aunt Hervey will not
take a charge all the family put together cannot ma-

¢ Your ‘uncle Harlowe will not fee you at his
houfe till you are marry’d : So, thanks to your own
ftubbornnefs, you have nobody that will receive you
.but your uncle Antony : Thither you muft gom a

_ wery few days, and when there, your brother will

fettle with you, in my prefence, all that relates to
youz
A2 SR L
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your modeft challenge :~— For itris accepted, T wills
aflure you. Dr. Lewin will ;poffibly bethere, fince*
you:make choice of him ;- Another gentleman like-~
wife, were it but to convince you, that he is another
fort of 'man than you. have taken him to be: Your
two uncles will poffibly be there too, to fee that the
poors weaks and defencelefs fifter has fair:play.  Soy yeu
fee, Mifs, what company your ﬁnartc wi
draw. together, 345 5
Prepare for the day. You'll foon beulled tfpdn
Adieu, mamma Norton’s fweet. .chxlxli:I o7 )
An.u. Anww*éa ¢
ia L hodemgos
L tranfcrib’d this }etter, and fent it to my maxﬁmag"'
with thefe lines. $p
N‘) S
- A very few words, my éver-honsur'd Mamma fis
I F my fifter wrote 'the inclofed by my father’s' d' =
rection, or yours, I muft fubmit to" the u
with this only obfervation, That it isfhort of theﬁe!‘-
fonal treatment I bave received from her. 'If it be
of her own head : — Why then, Madam — But I
knew, that when I was banifh’d from your prefeneei—- '
Yet, till I know, if fhe has or has not author&y for
this ufage, I will only write further, that Tam — =
Your very unbappy Childy ~ 1 5%
Cr. HARLOWR{

“This anfwer I receiv’d i in an open ﬂlp of paper,;
but it was wet in one place. "I kifs’d the place’;  for
I am fure it was blifter’d, as'l may fay, with'a mo,
ther’s tear |— The dear Lady muft (I Aspe the mhﬂ
have wrote it relutantly. BRI TANOES

TO apply for prote€tion, where authority is de d
is bold == Your fifter, who would not in

circumftances have been guilty of your perverfen
may, allowably, be angry at you for it~ Ho

Go gle
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Mifs Clarifia Harlowe. 37
we have told her to moderate her zéal for our infulted
authority. - See, if you can deferveanother behaviour,
than That which cannot be fo grievous to yox, as the
tﬁqﬁ_-@f;iti&ito’i' 1O S0 0.4 LU

wo¥ iad of o Your-more unbappy Mother.

How aftm muft I ﬁréid you any addrefs to me! -

Give me, my deareft friend, your opinion, what
1 can, what I ought to do.. Not what you would do
(pufh’d as I am pufh’d) in refentment or pajfion— for
in That Apirit you tell me, you thould have been with
fomebody before now.— And fteps made in paffion,
hardly: ever fail’ of leading to repentance: But ac-
quaint me with what you think cool judgment, and
after-refle@tion, whatever be the event, will juftify.
. I doubt not your fympathizing love :* But yet you

- cannot poflibly feel indignity and perfecution fo very

fenfibly as the immediate fufferer feels them : Are fitter
therefore to advife me, than I am myfelf. - '

I willhere reft my caufe. Have I, or have I not,
fiiffer’d or borne enough ?  And if they will ftill per-
fevere ; if that ftrange perfifter againft an antipathy fo
frongly avow’d, will fill perfiit, fay, What can 1
do ?— What courfe purfue ?— Shall I fly to London,
and endeavour to hide myfelf from Lovelace, as well
as from all my own relations, till my coufin Morden
arrives ? - Or fhall T embark for Leghorn in my way
to my coufin? Yet; my Sex, my Youth, confider’d,
how full of danger is that |—And may not my coufin
be fet out for England, while I am getting thither ?—
What can I doi?—Tell me; tell me, my deareft Mifs
Howe ; for I dare not truft myfelf |—

, Eleven o’Clock at Night.
I HAVE been forced to try to compofe my angry
paffions at- my Harpfichord ; having firft fhut clofe -
my doors zmdy windows, that I might not be heard

LR below.

. L'a
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below. As I was clofing the fhutters of the windowsy
the diftant whooting of the Bird of Minerva, as from
the often-vifited Woodhoufe, gave the fubje& in that
charming OpE to Wispom, which does honour to.
our Sex, as it was written by.one of it. I made an
eflay, a week ago, to fet the three laft flanza’s of it,
as not unfuitable to my unhappy fituation ; and after
I had re-perufed the Ode, thofe three were my leffon :
And, I am fure, in the folemn addrefs they contain ﬂ
to the All-wife, and All-powerful Deity, my heart T
went with my fingers. : % ;
Linclofe the Ode, and my Effort with it. The |'
fubject is folemn : My circumftances are affe@ings |
and I flatter myfelf, that I have not been quite un=
happy in the performance. If it obtain your appro-
bation, I fhall be out of doubt : And, fhould be ftill {!
more affured, could I hear it try’d by your voice, |
and by your finger. ' =} |

ODE to WISDOM,
By a Lapy.

& : '
TH E folitary Bird of Night : ]
Thro’ the thick Shades now wings his Flight; |
And quits his Time-fhook Tow’r; . * |
Where, fhelter’d from the Blaze of Day,
In Philofophic Gloom he lay, -
Beneath his Ivy Bow’r.

-5 1L
With Joy I hear the folemn Sound,
“‘Which midnight Echoes waft around,
And fighing Gales repeat.
Fav’rite of Parras! 1 attend,
And, faithful to thy Summons, bend
At Wispom’s awful Seat.

. e |
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I '

She loves the cool, the filent Eve,
‘Where no falfe Shews of Life deceive,

Beneath the Lunar Ray. A
Here Folly drops each vain Difguife,
Nor fport her gaily-colour'd Dyes,

As in the Beam of II)‘?y.

O Patras! Queen of ev’ry Art,
That glads the Senfe, and mends the Heart, -
Ble(% Source of purer Joys!
In ev’ry Form of Beauty bright,
That captivates the mental Sight
With Pleafure and Surprize ;
v

To thy unfpetted Shrine I bow :
Attend thy modeft Suppliant’s Vow,
That breathes no wild Defires ;
But taught by thy unerring Rules,
To fhun the fruitlefs With of Fools,
To nobler Views afpi;es.
f VL
Not ForTUuNnE’s Gem, AmerTron’s Plume, -
Nor CyTHEREA’s fading Bloom, .
Be Objects of my Pray’r:
Let Av’rice, Vanity, and Pride,
Thofe envy’d glitt’ring Toys divide,
The dull Rewards of Care.
VIIL
To me thy better Gifts impart,
Each moral Beauty of the Heart,
By ftudious Thought refin’d ;
For WeaLTH, the Smiles of glad Content,
For Pow’R, its ampleft, beft Extent,
An Empire o’er my Mind, :
VHI.
When Fortune drops her gay Parade,
When Pleafure’s tranfient Rofes fade,
Voui. IL D And
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- And wither in the Tomb, »
Unchang’d is thy immortal Prize;
‘Thy ever-verdant Laurels rife
In undecaying Bloom.
‘ 1X..
By Thee prote&ted, 1 defy f
The Coxcomb’s Sneer, the ftupid Lye
Of Ignorance and Spite :
Alike contemn the leaden Fool, = !
And all the pointed Ridiculg
Of undifcerning #it.

ot %

Kot Th e 1
From Envy, Hurry, Noife, and Snif;;j,",cg O
The dull Impertinence of Life, o0
In thy Retreat I reft; o et R
Purfue thee to the peaceful Groves, . - ¢
Where PLaTo0’s facred Spirit roves, .
In all thy Beauties dreft. '
)4 A
He bad Ilyfius’ tuneful Stream
Convey thy Philofophic Theme 3
Of PerrEecT, FAIR, and Goop :
Attentive Athens caught the Sound,
And all her lift’ning Sons around
In awful Silence ftood :
X1,
Reclaim’d her wild, licentious Youth,
Confefs’d the potent Voice of TRUTH,
And felt its juft Controul.
“The Paffions ceas’d their loud Alarms,
And Virtue's foft perf{uafive Charms
Q’er all their Senfes ftole.
_ XIIL
- Thy Breath infpires the Poet’s Song,
The PaTRrI107Ts free, unbiafs’d Tongue,
The HEro’s gen’rous Strife;
Zhine are RETIREMENT’s filent Joys,
And all the fweet engaging Ties R oL
Of sTILL, pomEsTIC Lifc. XIV.Ne
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. §t

R T LR KK,
Mifs CLarissa HArLOWE, To Mifs Howe.

A Friday Midnight.
Have now a calmer moment. Envy, Ambition,
high and felfith Refentment, and all the violent

Paffions, are now, moft probably, afleep all around
me ; and fhall not my own angry ones give way to
the filent hour, and fubfide likewife ? — They have
given way to it and I have made ufe of the gentler
ipace to re-perufe your laft letters. I will touch up-
on fome paflages in them: And that T may the lefs
endanger the but juft-recovered cilm, I will begin
with what you write about Mr. Hickman.
. Give me leave to fay, That I am forry you can-
not yet perfuade yourfelf to think better, that is to
fay, more juftly, of that gentleman, than your whim-
fical pi@ure of him fhews you do; or, at leaft, than
the humoroufnefs of your natural vein would make
ene think you do. :

- I do not imagine, that you yourfelf will fay, he

fat for the pi¢ture you have drawn. - And yet, upon

the whole, it is not greatly to his difadvantage. Were

I at eafe in my mind, 1would venture to draw a

much more amiable and juft likenefs.

If Mr. Hickman has not that affurance which fome
men have, he has that humanity and gentlenefs, which

- many want : - And which, with the infinite value he
has for you, will make him one of the propereft
hufbands in the world for a perfon of your vivacity
and fpirit.

Altho’ you fay T would not like him myfelf, I do
affure you, - if Mr. Solmes were fuch a man as Mr.
Hickman, in perfon, mind, and behaviour, my friends
and I had never difagreed about him, if they would

- mot have permitted me to live fingle ; Mr. Lovclace

L D2 (having

Co 3,‘6
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{having fuch a charaéter as he has) would have: ftood )

no chance with me. Thxalan thermore
aver, becaufe, I plainly perceive, 'that of the  two
paflions, Love and Fear, Fhis man will be able: to
infpire. one thh a much greater proportion  of the
latter, than 1 imagine is compatible with the f#f‘m;
to make a happy marriage, b

Tam glad you own,. that you like no one bothﬂ'
than Mr. Hickman. In a little, while; I make no
doubt, you will be able, if you challenge your heart
upon it, to acknowlege, that you Jike not any man fo
well : Efpecially, when you come to.confider, 'thag
the very faults you find in Mr. Hickman, - admirably
fit him to make you happy : ‘That is. to fay, If it be
neceflary to your happinefs, that you fhould: luw

our own will in every thing.

But let me add one thing : And that.is this -«You
have fuch a fprightly turn, that, with.your admirable
talents, you would make any man in thes wouldy
who loved you, look like a fool, except he: memfm:b
a one as Lovelace,

Forgive me, my dear, for my. franknef& And fbu
give me alfo, for fo foon returning to: fubjeéts fo im-
mediately relative to myfelf, as thofe I now M
touch upon,

You again _infift, firengthen’d by Mr. Lovelace’s
opmxon, upon my aﬂummg my own eftate: -And ¥
have given you room to expeét, . that I will .confider:
this fubject more clofely than 1 had done before.~~F
muft however own, that the reafons that:I had' to
offer againft your advice, were fo. obvious, ' that I
thought you would have feen them your(elf,.and been
determin’d by them, againft your own haftier counfel.:
~—But fince this. has not been fo; and that both you
and Mr, Lovelace call upon me to affume imy: own:
eﬁate, 1 will enter briefly into the fubject,

In the firft place, let me afk you, my dear,- fup-
;Joﬁng I were inclined to follow your advice, Wﬁomx

ave
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Mijfs Claviffa Hatlowe. 3
have Ftofupport me in my demand >— My uncle
‘Harlowe is one 'of my truftees.. He is againft me,
My coufin‘Merden is the other. He is in Ttaly, and

- maybe fet againft me too. My brother has declar’d,

¢hiit teheyoare refolved to- carty ‘thieir point before he
arsives’; > Sbdhat, b Wi drive oni; 41l will probably

* be decided before I eould have an ‘anfwer from him,

were'L towrite?” And, confined as T am; if the anfwer
were to/come in’time, and they did not like it, they
would keep it from me. -
1 Inithe ‘nextplace; ‘parents have great advantages
nvevery'eyeover ‘the'child, if fhe difpute their plea-
fure: in the difpofing of her: And fo they ought :
Since out of twenty mftances, perhaps'two could not
be produced, where they were not in the right, the
child in the wrong. ‘ :
You would net, I'am fure, have me accept of Mr.
Lovelace’s ‘offer’d dffiftance in fuch aclam. If T
would: embrace “any other perfon’s, who clfe would
e2re) to ‘appear “for a child “againft parents, ever, ll
of late, fo affe@ionate? But were fuch a proteétor to
be found, whatalength of time would it take up in
a courfe of litigation *~~The Will and the Deeds have
flaws i them, they fay : My brother fometimes talks
of going to refide at The Grove : 1 fuppofe with a
defign to hake ejetments neceflary, were I to offer
at hﬂ’dmhrg;»t}r éio'ulﬂ I marry Lovelace, in order to
give him 'all the oppofition and difficulty the Law
would help him to give. '
<\ Fhefe ' cafes T have pat to mylelf, for argument-
fake =1 But'they are all out of the queftion, altho’ any«
were to befound who would efpoufe my caufe
Eory ddoaffure you, I would fooner beg my bread,
than litigate for my right’ with-my papa : Since Iam
convine’d, that whether' or not the parent do his duty
by the child, the child cannot be exempted from do<
w«: him. - ‘Andto g6 to law with my Fathery
vhat a found" has That?' You will fee, that T have
1353 D3 mention’d

[y
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mention’d my wifh (as an alternative, and as a favous)
to be permitted, if I mu/f be put out of his houfe, to
go thither : But not one ftep further can I.go.. And
;you fee how This is refented, - s ot edairsds
. Upon the whole then, what hawve I:to hope fors
but a change in-my father’s refolution ? And.is there
any ‘probability  of thats fuch an afcendency as my
brother and ﬁ({er have obtained over every-body ; and
{uch an intereft to purfue the enmity they have now
openly avow’d againft me ? 1, ~ { o
As. to: Mr. Lovelace’s: approbation -of. your af-
fumption-fcheme, . I wonder: not at sit.. He,  very
probably,  penetrates'the difficulties I fhould have‘to
bring it to effect, without his afiftance. - Were I to
find myfelf as free as I would wifh myfelf to be, per-
haps that man would ftand a worfe chance with me;
‘than his vanity -may permit him to imagine;  not-
withftanding the pleafure you take in raillying me on
his account. . How know you, but all that appears.to-
be fpecious and  reafonable in his offers — Such.as,
ftanding his chance for my favour, after I became in-
slependent, as I may call it (by which, I mean; no
more, than having the liberty to refufe a man in
that Solmes, whom it hurts me but to think of as a

hufband) ; and fuch as his not vifiting me but by.my

leave 3 and till Mr, Morden came; and. till I were
fatisfy’d of his reformation s—How know you,. I fay,
that he gives not himfelf thefe. airs purely to ftand
better in your graces as well as mines. by offerings . of
his own accord, conditions. which he muft. needs
think 'would be infifted on, were the cafe to happen?

-+ Then am I utterly difpleafed with him. Tothreaten

_as he threatens — Yet to pretend,. that.it is not to in-

itimidate me; and to beg of you not to tell.me,  when
e muft know, you wouldy and no doubt muft intend
that you jhould, is fo meanly artful \-=The man muft
. think -he has a frighted fool to deal with.~—I, . ta join
. hands with fuch a man of violence |— My own thm
11 CI
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mﬁ""\ Clariffa: Hatlowe. 55

a ther ‘the man he'threatens | ~— And Mr. Solmes |—
! What has Mr. Solmes done to him ?—1Is Je to bé
&  'blamed, if he thinks a perfon would make a wife worth
; having, to endeavour to obtain her ?—Oh'! that my'
; friends ‘would but leave'me to'my own way in thi

one point!—For have I given the man encourage-
i¢  ‘mient fufficient to groundthefe threats upon ? Were
& ‘Mr. Solmes a man to whom I could be but indifferent,
% it might be found, that to have the merit of a' fufferer
“given him, from fych a flaming fpirit, ‘would very

ittle anfwer ‘the views of- that flaming fpirit. — It is
¥ my fortune to be treated as a fool by my brother :
¥e) But Mr. Lovelace thall find—Yet I will let Aim know
i my mind ; and then it will come with a better grace
1 to your knowlege.

e

e ““Mean time, 'give me leave to tell you, thatit goes
#  againft mey in my cooler moments, wicked as my
x:  brother is to'me, to have you, my dear, who' are

m  “myfelf; as it were, write fuch very fevere refleétions
3¢ cupon him, in relation to the advantage Lovelace had
¢ over him. He is not indeed your brother: But you
5 write to bis fifter, remember ! — Upon my word,
g Mifs, you dip your pen in gall, whenever you are
(s ‘offended : And Tam almoft ready to queftion, when
¢ Iread fome of your expreflions, againft othersof my
" relations as well as him (altho’ in my favour), whether
[k <you are fo thoroughly warranted, by your otwn pa-
s tience, as ‘you think yourfelf, to call other people 'to
yi  ‘account for their warmth. Should we not be par-
@ - “ticularly careful to keep clear of the faults we cen-
i fure ?~— And yet I am fo angry at both my brother
w and fifter,  that' I thould:‘not have taken this liberty
pi  ~with 'miy“dear friend, notwithftanding I know' you
W never loved them, had you not made fo light of fo
@ fhockingal tranfattion,  where a brother’s 'life: was
@ at flake: Where his credit in the eye of ithe mif-

OF * chievous fex, has received a fiill deeper wound,than-
. Be perfonally fuftained ; and when a revival of ithe
g s D 4 fame
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fame wicked refentments (which may end more fa~
tally) is threaten’d. P 3 ISR E e DGR
1s eredit, I fay, in the eye of the mifchievons Sex =
Who is not warranted to call it fo; when it is reckon’d
among the men, fuch an extraordinary piece of felf=
conqueft, as the two libértines his companions gloried,
to refolve never to give a ehallenge; and among
whom duelling is fo fathionable a part of brutal bra-
very, that the man of temper, who is, moftly, I be-
lieve, the truly brave man, is often at a_great lofs
how to behave in fome cafes, to avoid incurring ei-
ther a mortal guilt, or a general contempt.

To inlarge a little upon this fubje&, may we 1
infer, That thofe who would be guilty of throwing
thefe contempts upon 2 man of temper, for avoiding
a greater evil, know not the meafure of true mag-
panimity : Nor how much nobler it is to forgive, and
even how much more manly to defpife, than to refent.
Were I a man, methinks, T fhould have too much
feorn for a perfon, who could wilfully do mea mean
injury; to put a value upon his life, equal to ‘what I
put upon my own. What an abfurdity, Becaufe a
man had done me a finall injury, that I fhould put
it in his power (at leaft, to an egual 1ifque) to do me,
and thofe who love me, an irreparable one ?~~Were
it not a wilful injury, nor avew'd to be fo, there
could not ‘be room. for refentment. AN
¢ How willingly would I run away from myfelf, and
what moft concerns myfelf, if I could ! This digref-
fion brings me back again to the occafion of it—And
That to the impatience I was in, when I ended my
laft letter ; for my fituation is not alter’d. - I'renew
therefore my former carneftnefs, ‘as the new day ap-
proaches, ‘and will bring with it perhaps ‘new tryals,
that you will (as undiveftedly as pofiible of favour or
refentment) tell me what you would have me do t—
¥or if I'am obliged to go to my uncle AﬂkmAy’E
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- Mifs. Clatiffa. Harlowe. §7
All, .1 doubt, will be over with. me,  Yet how-to
avoid it — That’s the difficulty ! d fe

I-fhall depofite this the firft thing : When you have
ﬁ lofe no time, I pray you, to advife (left it be téd
e e Ve obigtly e o1 5 Bobpans
JPe fHiHs Cr.HarrowEs

TR T -TE ROXIL |

Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLaR1ssA HARLOWE

bRt BT - Sat. March 25~
7 H AT can I advife you, my noble creature?
“¥¥ Your merit is your crime. - You can no inore
change your nature, than your perfecutors can #heirs.
Your diftrefs is owing to the vaft difparity between
ou and them. What would you have of them?
B)ghey not aét in charaéter !~~And to whom ?, To
an Alien.. .You 4re :not one of them.— They have
two dependencies— Upon their own impenetrabienefs,
one (I'd’ give it a properer name, if I dared); the
other, on the regard you have always had for yout
charagier (Have they not heretofore own’d as much ?)
and upon your apprehenfions from #hat of Lovelace,
swhich would difcredit you, fhould you take any ftep
by his means to extricate yourfelf. Then they know,
that refentment and unperfuadablenefs are not natural
to you; and that the anger they haye wrought you
up'to, will fubfide, as all extracrdinaries foon doi;

and that once marry’d, you’ll make the beft of it:

- Butfurely your father’s eldeft fon and eldeft daugh-
ter have a view to intail unhappinefs for life upon:you,
"were you to_have the man who is already more near-
Iy related to them, than ever he can be to you, thould
e, fhocking compulfion take place ;. by commu-
nicating to {o narrow a foul all they know of your
Juit averfion to him, ‘ o e
v Ds As
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.- As to that wretch’s perfeverance,; thofe only, wha
know not the man, will wonder at it,. He has-not:
the leaft delicacy. Whensever che fhall. marrys his
view will not be for mind,, . How thould. it ¢ He has)
nota mind : And does not Like fevk its Like 2—And
if it' finds fomething beyond.itfelf, -how fhall ithat be'
valued, -which cannot be comprehended ? Were you'
to be hisy and fhew a vifible want of tendernefs to
him j it is my opinion, he would not be much con-
cerned at it ;- fince that would leave him the more at
libesty to purfue thofe fordid attachments which are
predominant-in him.. . I have heard you well obferve,
from your Mirs. Norton, That a perfon who hasiany
over-ruling. 1 pafliony,  will compound. by  giving -up
twenty fecondary or under-fatisfaélions, tho’more laud=
able enes, in order.to have that gratify’d. . .| eiii,
I'll give you the fubftance of a/ converfation (no
fear you can be made to like him worfe than you do
already) that pafled between Sir Harry Downeton and
this'Solmes, but three days ago, as Sir Harry told it
but. yefterday to my mamma and me. ., It will cone
firm to you that what your fifter’s infolent Betty. re-
ported he thould fay, of governing by fear, was not
of her own head. i 1) 1 i RROEHE
-8ir Harry told him, he wonder'd he thould hope
to .carry you fo much- againft your inclination; as
every<body knew it would be, if he did. oo o 1«
He matter’d not That, he faid : Coy maids made
fond wives (A forry fellow 1) It would not. at all
rieve him to fee a pretty woman make, wry. faces, if
%h’?g:ve' him caufe to vex her. . And your eftate, by
the ;convenience of its: fituation,. would. richly pay
bim, for all he could bear:with your thynefs.. i .5
- -He thould: be- fure, after a while, | of your coms
plaifance, at;leaft, if not.of yourlove : And in That
{hould be happier than.nine parts in ten of his marry’d
.acquaintance. S D0 A e

" "What a waetch is this ! &
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pleafed, that you had one refource, as I thought':' But
Sk s A ;

Mifs Clarifia: Harlowe. §9
< For the reft; 'yourknown virtue would be ds great
a fecurity’ to him, as he could with for. i

She will look' upon youy faid Sir Harry (who is 2
reader), if the be forced to marry you, as Elizabeth of
France did wpon Philip I1. of Spain, when he received
Her on ‘his:frontiers, as her hufbind; who was to have
been but her father-in-law : That is, with fear andr
terrory rather than'with complaifance and love: And

ou ‘will, perhaps; be as furly: to hery as That old
onarch was to his bride. oo )
o Terror and Feary 'the wrétch, the horridowreteh,
faid, looked pretty in a bride, as well as in a:wifeg
Andy: laughing '(yes; my dear, the hideous fellows
laughed immoderately, as Sir Harry told.us, -when he
faid it), Te:fhould be his care, to. perpetuate- the. oc=
cafion for that fzar, - if he could not think he had the
lowe. -And; for his part, he was of opiniony that if
Loveiand Fear muft be feparated in matrimonys
the man who made himfelf feared, fared beft !
1 If'my eyes would carry with them the execution
which the eyes of the Baﬁ);iﬂ( are faid to-do;  Iwonld
make’it. my firft bufine’s to fee this creature. 1t
{My mamma, however, fays, it would be a:pros
digious merit-in you, if you could get over your aver=
fion to him. Where, afks fhe; as you have been
afk’d before, is the praife-worthinefs of obedience, -if
it be only paid in inftances where we give up nos
2k .

ti g £ ) i k 3 ! i

-~What 1 fatality, that you have no better an op-
tion'l— Either a Seylla or a Charybdis! < =i s
I Were it not You, I fhould know how (barbaroufly
ufed, (as you are ufed) to advife you in.a moment.
But fuch anoble charatter to fuffer from a (fuppofed)
rafhnefs and indiferetion: of fuch a nature, would e a
wound to the Sex, as I have heretofore«obferved. .4/
+* While I was in hope, that the afferting of your
own independence would have helped yous: I.was

NOoW,

Go gle



6o The HisToRY of |\

now, that you have fo well proved; that fuch a fteps

would not avail you, I amuintirely atalofs what to¢

fay. I will lay down'my pen, and think, ' ==

3 m %.f brae yooin A Sises
I savE confidered; and confidered againsg buty I

proteft, Iknow no more what to fay, than befores

Only this.: That Fam young, like yourfelf 3 and
have a much weaker judgment, and ftronger paffionsy
than you have. ' ‘ P ]
. I have heretofore faid,. that you have offer’d as:
much as you ought to. offer in living fingle..« If ‘yo
were never' to marry, the eftate they are fo.lo
fhould go out of their namey; would, ina'msyim
pofe, revert to your brother: And be or bis woul
have it; perhaps, much more certainly this way, than
by the precarious reverfions Solmes makes them hope:
for..: Have you put this into their odd heads, my
dear ?~—~The tyrant word AUTHORITY, as z
ity can be the only objeétion againft this offer. (! =15
' One thing you muft confzger, that,: if. you' leave:
your parents, your duty and love to them will not
fuffer you to. appeal againft them,, to juﬁif]y yourfelf
for fo doing ; and fo you’ll have the world againft
vou. And fhould Lovelace continue his wild life,
and behave ungratefully to you, how will That juftify
their conduct to you (which nothing elfe can), aswel
as their refentments againft bim 2 13l od
- May heaven direct you for the beft+1 can only fay,.
that, for my own part; I would do any-thing,
any-whither, rather than be compelled te marry
man I hate; and, were he fuch a man as'Solues,.
muft always hate. Nor could I have borne; what
you have borne, if from father and uncles, not from
brother and fifter. - ; i{45 ‘irapps
+ My mamma will have it, that after they have try’d
their utmoft efforts to bring you into their meafures,
and find. them incficCual, they will recede. But I
¢ 8. - cannct
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 62
cannot fay I'am of her mind. = She does not owny
fhe has:any other authority for this; but her own con=
J e. 1fhould otherwife have hoped, that your
uncle Antony and fhe had been in one fecret, and
that favourable to you*— Woe be to one of them at
leaft (youruncle T mean); if they thould bein' any
BRI ES e it oo e
<Y ou muft; if poflible, avoid being carried to tha¢
uncle’s.; The man, the parfon, the chapel, your
brother and fifter prefent !— they’ll certainly there
marry ’jbu to:Solmes.": Nor will "your newly-raifed
fpirit fupport yow in' your refiftance on fuch an oc~
eafion. Your meeknefs will returns and> you will
have nothing for it but tears (tears defpifed by them
all), and ineffe€tual appeals and lamentations =~ And
thefe, when the ceremony is profaned, as 1 may fay,,
you muit fuddenly put a flop to, and dry up:" ‘And
endeavour to difpofe yourfelf to fuch an humble frame
ef mind, as may induce your new-made Lord-to for-
give all your paft declarations of averfion. £
+vdn fhort, my dear, you muft then blandifl him:
ever with a confeflion, that all your paft behaviour
was maidenly referve only : ' And it will be your part
to convince him of the truth of hisimpudent farcafm,
That the coyeft maids make the fondeft wives. Thus
will you g%m the ftate with a high: fenfe of obli-
gation tohis forgiving goodnefs | And if you will nit.

kept to it by that fear he propofes to govern by, 1
am much miftaken.
' Yet,after ally I muft leave the point undetermin’d,.
and . only to be determin’d, as you find they recede
from their avowed purpofe, or refolve to remove you
to your-uncle:Antony’s. But I muft repeat my wifhes,
that fomething may fall out, that neither of thefe men.
may call you his/ And mg you live' fingle;” my
dearcft ftiend, till fome man fhall offer; that may be
as worthy of you, as man can be. X
- But yety methinks, I would net, that yew; who
i are

-

-
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are fo admirably qualify’d to adorii the matfimonial
ftate, fhould be always fingle. - You know I'am in-
capable of flattery ; and that I always fpeak and write_
the fincere diCates of my heart. Nor can you, from.
what you muft know of your own merit (taken in 2
comparative light with others), doubt my fincerity.
For why thould 2 ‘perfon who delights to find ‘out
and admiire every thing that is praife-worthy in an-
other, be fuppofed ignorant of like perfections in her=
Jelf, when ‘fhe could not fo much admire them 2
another, if the had them ot herfelf ? “'And why may
not one give her thofe praifes, which /be would give'
to any other, who had but half of her ownexcels
lencies ?— Efpecially when the is incapable ‘of ‘pridé
and vainglorz; and neither defpifes others for the
want of her fine qualities, nor over-values hérfelf up+
on them ? — Quer-values, did I fay! — How can
that he P—= i
Forgive me, my beloved friend. My admiration
of you (increafed, as it is, by every letter you'write)
will not always be held down' infilence; ‘altho” 'in’
order to avoid offending you, I generally endeavour

to keep it from flowing to my pen, when I write to°

you, or to my lips, whenever I have the happinefs to

L'e in your company. R SHT e ol

1 will add nothing, tho’ I could an hundred thingtﬁ
on ‘oceafion of your lateft communications, but

1 am, ; t ). BLI¢

Your ever-affectionate and faithful, 2"

ANNA Howe."

T hope T have pleafed you with my difpatch.” I wifh
.71 had been able to pleafe you with my requefted
advice. ! o peke:.

; 152D ik

“You have given new beauties to the charming Ode
" which you have tranfmitted to me. =~ What pity -
that the wretches you have to deal with; put’

Tou

L
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Mifs Clariffa. Harlowe. 63

. e you out of your admirable courfe 5 in the purfuit
>, of which, like the fun, you was wont to chear:
-« vand illuminate all you fhone upon,.

IO Y, i

& gsgien)ifenEs TP o Eo Rl ¢
sespionhigovam dduob_, :

M;é Crarissa HarLowE, To Mifs Howe.
‘” ‘ \ Sunday Morning, Mar. 26.
Hil(%.wlr,fooﬂxing a thing is praife from thofe we
== 5 Jove | —Whether conicious or not, of deferving
it,, it cannot but give us, great delight, to fee one’s
felf,ﬂ Atand high in the opinion of thofe whofe favour

we are ambitious to cultivate. .. An_ingenuous .mind
will make this farther ufe of it, that if it.be fenfible,
that it does not already deferve the charmingattributes,
it will haften, before its friend finds herfelf miftaken,
to obtain the graces it is complimented for:. And
this it will do, as well in honour to itfelf, as to pre-
ferve its friend’s opinion, and juftify her judgment |—
]%éy.}.x his be always my aim | — And then you will
ot only give. the praife, but. the merit ; and-I hall
be more worthy of that friendfhip, which is the only
eafure I have to boaft of. : 53

~ Moft heartily I thank you for the kind difpatch, of
youx laft favour,  How much am I indebted to you !
and even to your honeft fervant !~ Under, what ob-
ligations does my unhappy fituation lay me!

~_But let me anfwer the kind contents of ity as well
as Lmay. - :

As to getting over my difgufts to Mr. Solmes, it is
inle to be done; while he wants Generofity,
Franknefs Q?Heart, Beneyolence, Manners, and every
qualification that diftinguithes a worthy man. O
my dear | what a degree of patience, what a great-
nes of foul, is required in the wife, not to defpife
a hufband who_ is more ignorant, more illiterate,
:more low-minded, thap herfclf 2—The wr;:ch,yeﬂig
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with preregatives, who will claim rule 'in virfue of
them (and not to permit whofe claim, will jbe as dif-.
graceful to the prefiribing wife, as to the govern’d
hufband) ; How fhall fuch a hufband as This be bornes.
were he, for reafons of convenienceand.iutereft, evem
to be one’s CRoIcE? But, to becompelled tohave.
fuch a one,and that.compulfion to arife from.m
as unworthy of the prefcribers as of the prefcribed, wheo
can think of getting over an averfion fo juitly fm
How much eafier to bear the zemporary perfecu
I labour under, decaufe temporary, than to refolve to
be fuch a man’s for /ife ® Were I to compz, muft g
not leave my relations, and. go to him? One ,
will decide the one perhaps: %’u dure
woe will the other be |—Every day, it is likely, rif
to witnefs todome new breach of an Altar-vow’d duty!
‘Then, my dear, the man feems already to be me-
ditating vengeance upon me for an averfion I cannot
help: . For yefterday, my faucy gaolerels aflured
me, ‘That aﬁr mzooppoﬁtions woul n;)ltﬁﬁgmfyﬁat
ineh of fmuff, holding out her genteel. er .and
fhumbI{JI-‘hatI muf hgve Mr, So%mes }f T&?&E‘i
fore, I bhad not beft carry jeft too far; for that
Mr. Solmes was a man of I}grilt, and had told HER,
thatas I fhould furely be his, I acted very unpoliticly ;
fince, if he had not more mercy (that was her word 3.
I know not if it were 4is) than I had, I might have
caufe to repent the ufage I gave him, to the laft day
‘of my life. ' He b o
Bu}: enough of this man; who, by what you re-
‘peat from Sir Harry Downeton, has all theinfolence
of his Sex, without any one quality to make that in=
{olenice tolerable. islo o ST
1 have received two letters from: Mr. Lovelac
fince his vifit to you 3 which made three that I had'
notanfwer'd. 1 doubted not his being very! s
but in his laft he complains in high terms of my
filence; not in the fill fruall voice, or rather ftyle, of
oy

o
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M3 Clarifta Harlowe. 65
an humble Lover, but in a ftyle like that, which
would probably be'ufed by a flighted Protector. And
his ‘pride is again touched, that like a l%ie{ or ‘éves-
dropper, he is forced to dodge about ‘in hopes of a
létter, and return five miles, and then to an incon-
venient lodging, without any. ed b

< His letters, and the copy of mine to him, ‘fhall
foon attend you : ‘Till when, I will give you the fub--
ftance of what I wrote to him yefterday. :

T take him feverely to tafk, for his freedom in
threatening me, thro’ you, with a vifit to Mr. Solmes,
or to my brother. ' I fay, ¢ That, furely, I muft be
< thought to be a creature fit to bear any-thirg > That'
¢ viélence and menaces from fome of my own family
¢ are not enough for mie to bear, in order to' make
¢ me avoid himy but that I muft have them from him
4 too, upon a fuppofition that I will oblige ‘thofe,
¢ whom it is both my inclination and duty to oblige in
¢ every-thing that is reafonable, and in'my power:

& Very extraordinary, I tell him, that a violent fpirit
¢ fhall threaten to do a rath and unjuftifiable thingy
¢ which concerns ¢ but little, and himfelf a'great
¢deal, if I do not fomething s rath, my charater
¢ and fex confider’d, to divert him from it. ‘

% I even hint, that, however it may affect me, if
¢ any ‘mifchief thall be done on my account, yet there
‘\-axﬁﬂons, as ‘far as'1 know, who, in my cafe,
v not ‘think ‘there would be' reafon for muck
¢ regret, were fuch a committed rathnefs as he threat-
¢ ens Mr. Solmes with, to rid her ‘of #wo ‘perfons,
¢ whom had fhe never known, fhe had never been
[ yov.? o {3

This is plain-dealing, my dear! And I'fuppofe’he
will put it into fill plainer Englith for me. ©
1 take his pride to tafk, ‘on his difdaining to watch
for my letters; and for his eves-dropping language®
And fay, © That, furely, he has the lefs reafon to.
¢ think fo hardly of his fituation, fince his faulty; m;‘-
e rals.

®
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66 ~The HisToR Y of
¢ rals-are the original caufe of all; and fince fau
¢ morals defervedly level all diftin&ion,” and' ‘bring

¢.down rank and birth to the Canaille ; and 'to the |

* neceﬂi(tiy, of which he complains, of appéarfr)ig“‘if’,l
¢ muft defcend to his language, as an eves-dre
¢ and a thief. © And then I forbid him' ever'to e
¢;another letter fromi me, that is to fubject him ‘to
¢ fuch difgracefal hardhips. : e

¢ That as to the folemn vows and proteftations, he
¢ is.fo ready, upon all occafions, to make, they have
¢ the lefs. weight with me, as they give a kind of de-
¢ monftration, that he himfelf thinks, 'from his own
¢ charalter; there is reafont to make them. Deeds are
¢ to me the only evidences of intentions. ' And I'am
¢ more and more convinced of the neceffity of break=
¢ ing-off a correfpondence with a perfon, whofe ads
¢ drefles I fee it is impoffible either to- expeét my
¢ friends to encourage; or him to deferve that they
¢ fhould. ) SN T

¢ What therefore I repeatedly defire is, ‘That fince
¢ his birth, alliances, and expe&tations, are fuch, as.

“will at any-time,. if his immoral chara@er be notan |

¢ objection, procure him, at leaft; equal advantages,'in
¢a woman whofe tafte and inclinations, moteover;
€ might be better adzpted to his own ; 1 infift upon
“it, as well as advife it, that he give up all thoughts
“of me: And the rather, as he has all along, by his.
¢ threatening and unpolite behaviour to my friends,
¢-and whenever he fpeaks of them, given me reafon
¢ toconclude, that there is more malice to them, than

‘#regard-to me, in his perfeverance.’

©+This is the fubftance of the letter I have written to
The man, to be fure, muft have the penetration
to abferve, that my correfpondence with him hitherto
is owing more to the feverity I meet with, than to'a
very high value for him. And fo I wculd have him
think, ~ What a worfe ‘than Moloch-deity is That,
: w‘hich
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which expeéts an offering of reafon, duty, and dif-
_cxetion, to be made to its thrine |

\ L e Your mamma is of opinion, that a# /g/f my friends

relent.., Heaven grant that they may 1—But my
4 Qgher and {ifter have fuch an influence over every-
:body, and. are fo determin’d ; fo pique themfelves
up?n fubduing me, and carrying their point; that'I
p:ur that the f' will :— And yet, if they do mnet, I
frankly own, 1 would not fcruple to: throw myfelf
upon any not, difreputable prote&xon, by -which ‘I
might avpxd my prefent perfecutions; on one handy
and not give Lovelace advantage over me;, on: the
;chqr.-——"[ hat is. to fay, were there manifeftly no other
way - Jdeft me: For, if there were, T fhould think the
leaving my father’s houfe, without his confent, one
of the moft inexcufable actions I could . be guilty of,
were the protetion to be ever fo unexceptionable 3
Tfus notwithftanding the independent ' fortune
‘Willed me by my grandtather And indeed| I have,
often refleCted with a degree of indignation and dif-
dain, upon the thought of what a low, felfith crea~
ture that child muft be, who is to be rein’d-in only
by,what a parent can or will do for her:
But notwithftanding all this, I owe it to the fin-
cerity. of friendfhip to confefs, that I know not what
I ﬁgzdd have done, had your advice been conclufive
. way,, Had you, my dear, been witnefs to my
erent emotions, as/ I read your letter, when, i
ogf: pfage, you advife me of my danger, if I.amcar-
d to my uncl¢’s ; in another, when you own you
could not bear what I bear, and would-do any thing
rather. than marry the man you hate: yet; in an-
other, reprefent to me my reputation fuffering in: the
,\" rld’s, eye 5.and. the neceflity I fhould be under to
. my; conduét, at the expence of my-friends,
were [ to take araih ftep : in another,. infinuate the
; ﬁ(] ﬁgure I thould be forced to makey in fo com=
a matnmony 3/ endeavouring to cajole, fawn;
:“’;“AV.‘;( upon,

®
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upon, and play the hypocrite with a man I have.
agcrf ion to'; v{ho wozl% have reafon to béﬁév&gyrg
hypocrite, as well from my former avowals,.as fi
the'fenfe he mu/f have (if common fenﬁ:hk:bas
his own demerits :— The neceflity you th
would be for me, the more averfe g
feem the fonder of him : A fondnefs, were
of fo much diffimulation, that would be imputable

the moft difgraceful motives ; as it would be too vifi=.
ble, that love, cither of perfon or min muld—ygﬁ
neither of them:— Then his undoubted, his even
conftitutional narrownefs: His too probaBle leougy
and  unforgivingriefs, bearing in mind my declared
averfion, and the unfeigned defpights I took all eppor-
tunities to do him, in order to difcourage his aﬂdrd&!
A preference avow’d againft him from the fames mo=~

tive : ‘with the pride he profefles to take in curb

and finking the fpirits of a woman he had acqmruﬁ a
right to tyrannize over :— Had you, 1 fay, been,‘w;tu
nefs of my different emotions as I read ; now

This way ; now That; now perplexed ; now am
henfive ; now angty at one, then at another ; now re-.
folvmg, now doubting ;— you would have feen the
power you have over me ; and would have had reafon
to believe, that, had you given your advice in any de=
termin’d or pofitive manner, I had been ready to have
been concluded by it. So, my dear, you will find,
from thefe acknowlegements, that you muft juflify m

to thofe Laws of Friendthip, which require undifgui
franknefs of heart; altho’ your juftification of me m
that particular, will perhaps be at the expence Qf my
prudence. -

But; ‘upon the whole, This T do repeat—-That w:,
thing but the Jaff extremity thall make me abanden -

{ father’s houfe, if they will permit me to ftay; and
if

can, by any means, by any honeft pretences, but
keep off my evil deftiny in it, till my coufin Morden
arrives.  As one of my truftees, bis is a proteétion
that

9
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Mifs Clarifia Harlowe, 69
that T may, without difcredit, throw myfelf into, if
my “other friends fhould remain determin’d. = And
This (altho” they feem too well aware of it) isall my:
hope* For, ‘as ‘to Lovelace, were one to be fure of

is-tendernefs to one’s-felf, and even of his reforma-
tion, miuft not the thoughts of embracing. the offor’d
proteétion of his family, be the fame in the world’s.
eye, as accepting of his own ?— Could I avoid re-

iving his vifits at his own relations ? Muft I not be
maevw; on feeing him in a nearer light, I thould-
find him out to be. For you know, it has always

beefr “my obfervation, that both fexes too enerally:
cheat each ‘other, by the more diftant, h.! my

dear!'how ifz have I'endeavour’d to be.! how anw;

xious to' choofe, and to avoid every-thing, precau~

tiotifly, as I'may fay, that might make me happy, or

unhappy; {et all my wifdom now, bya ftrange fa-
el |

talie become foolithnefs. 17 0%ty
%ﬂx you tell ‘me, in your ufual,. kindly-partial -
manner, what is expeted of 7, more than would: bel -
of fomie others. 'This thould be a leflon to me, What-

ever miy motives, the world would not know them -

To complain of a brother’s unkindnefs, that one might -

do: It is too common 2 cafe, where interefts clafh -
But where the unkind father cannot . be feparated
from the faulty brother ; who could bear to lighten
herfelf; 'by loading a father?— Then, in this parti-
flar cafe, muft not the hatred Mr. Lovelace ex~
S to every-one of my family, altho’ in return
for their hatred of him, fhock one extremely ? Mutt it
not fhew, that there is fomething implacable, aswell
as highly unpolite, in his temper *—And what creature
can think ‘of marrying {o:as to live at continual en-
mi‘zjwﬁhall het own relations? .
But here, having tir'd myfelf, and I dare fay you,

I will lay down my pen,
R e ¥t o :

- M. Solmes is almoft continually here : So is my
“® 2 aunt
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76 The HisTORY of
aunt Hervey : So are my two uncles. Somethis
working againft me, I doubt. | What an uneafy f
is fufpenfe '—When a naked fword, too, r%c ;
ing over-one’s head ! LRSI
I hear nothing but what this confident creat
Betty, throws out in the wantonnefs of offi
it is, Why, Mifs, don’t you look up your
You'll be call’d upon, depend upon it, bel
are aware |— Another time fhe intimates
in broken fentences, as if on purpofe to
what ‘one fays, what another ; with their
how I difpofg of my time ? And'my brother
queftion’ comes  frequently in, Whethe:
writing a hiftory of my fufferings? =
But I am now ufed to her pertnefs: And as |
only thro’ that, that I can hear of any thing inten
againft me, before it is to be put in execu
as fhe pleads a commiffion, when fhe is moft
tinent; I bear with her : Yet, now-and-th
without a little of the heart-burn. =
I will depofite thus far. Adicu, my de
Cr. Har

Written on the Cover, after fhe went down, wi
A % 131 e

pencil: ; Ari)

On coming down, I found your fecon
yefterday’s date (@ ). I have read it 5 an
hopes, that the within will, in a great meafu
fwer your mamma’s expectations of me.

My modt refpeétful acknowlegements to her
and for her very kind admonitions.

You'll read to her what you pleafe of the

(a ) See the next Letter.
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16 st LB T B RS XTIL
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLaRIssA HARLOWE.

110 f g Sat. Mar. 23,

' I‘ Follow my laft of this date, by command. T men-

tioned in my former, my mamma’s opinion of the

~ merit you would have, if you could oblige your friends,
inft your own inclination. Our conference upon
this fubjet was introduced by the converfation we had

- had with Sir Harry Downeton; and my mamma

* thinks it of fo much importance, that the injoins me

%o give you the particulars of it. I the rather com-.

" ply, 2s I was unable in my laft to tell what to advife
~ you to; and as you will in this recital have my mam-

" ma’s opinion, at leaft ; and, perhaps, in hers, what

" the world’s would be, were it to know only what

- fhe knows; and not fo much as I know.

X My mamma argues upon this cafe in a moft dif-

couraging manner, for all fuch of our fex as look for-

v;ard for happinefs in marriage with the man of their
choice.

| Oaly, that I know, fhe has a fide-view to her

* daughter; who, at the fame time that fhe now pre-
fers no one to another, ‘values not the man her mam-
ma moft regards, of one farthing ; or I thould lay it

| 'more to heart. -

g What is there in it, fays fhe, that all this buftle is

" about? Is it fuch a mighty matter for a young Lady
to give up her own inclinations to oblige her friends ?

i ery well, my mamma, thought Il Now, may
you afk this— At FozrTy, you may — But what
would you have faid at EIGHTEEN, is the queftion !

Either, faid fhe, the Lady muft be thought to have
very violent inclinations (and what nice young crea-
ture would have That fuppofed ?) which fhe could

. Mot give up; or a very ftubborn will, which the

1 would
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quould not 3 or, thirdly, have parents fhe was indif-
ferent about ebliging. Sy
You know my mamma now and then argues v
notably : always very warmldy, at leaft. I happen of-
ten to differ from her ; and we both think fo well
of our own arguments, that we very feldom are fo
happy as. to. convincé one another. A pretty com=
mon cafe, I believe, in all vehement debatin%g. She
fays, Tam too witty ; Anglice, #oo pert: 1, That the
is oo wife 5 thatis to fay, being likewife put into Eng-
lith, Not foyoung as fbe has been: In thort, is grown
{o much into mather, that fhe has forgotten fhe ever
was a daughter. S0, generally, we call another caufe
"~ by confent — Yet fall into the old one half a2 dozen
times over, without confent :—Quitting and Refume-
ing, with half-angry faces, forced into-a {mile, that
there might be fome room to. piece together again :
But go to bed, if bed-time, 2 little fullen, neverthe-
lefs; or, if we fpeak, her filence is broke, with an
Ah! Nancy! You are fo lively ! fo quick! I wifh
you were lefs like your papa, child {— AR
I pay it off with thinking, that my mamma has
no reafon to difclaim her fhare in her Nancy : - And
if the matter go off with greater feverity on her fide
than I with for, then her favourite Hickman fares the |
worfe for it, next day. : -
T know I am a faucy creature : I know, if I do not
Jay fo, you will think fo; fo no more of This, juft
now. hat I mention it for, - is to tell you, that on
this ferious occafion, I will omit, if Tcan, all that
paffed between us, that had an air of flippancy on my
part, or quicknefs on my mamma’s, to let you into
the cool and the cogent, of the converfation, = -
¢ Look thro’ the families, faid fhe, which we both
< know, where the Gentleman and. Lady have been :
¢ f2id to marry for Love; which, at the time it is |
|
|

« fo called, is perhaps no more than a paflion begun
< in folly, or thoughtlefnefs, and carricd on froma |
s
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 73

¢ fpirit of perverfnefs and oppofition [Here we had a
¢ parenthetical debate, which I omit;] and fee, if
¢ they appear 'to be happier than thofe whofe principal
,‘ inducement to marry, has been convenience, or to
N their friends ;. or even whether they are ge-
. ﬁ happy : ' For convenience and duty, where
€ obferved, will afford a permanent and even an in--
€ m fatisfaction, as well at the time, as upon the
reflection, which feldom fail to reward themfelves :
Nhile Love, if Love be the motive, is an idle paf-
< fion’ ~—[ Zdle in ONE SENSE my mamma cannot fay 5
Jor. Love is as Imf as a monkey, and as mifchievous as
“a fehool-b ﬁ is a_fervor, that, like all other fer-
Cwors, lafts, but a little while ; a bow over-ftrained,
€ that foon returns to its natural bent.
€ As it is founded generally upon mere notional ex-
wllencxes, ‘which were unknown to the perfons
%ﬂmnfelves, till attributed to either by the other;
‘¢ one, two, or three months, ‘ufually fets all right on
¢ both fides; and then with open’d eyes they think of
¢ each other——Juft as every-body elfe thought of them
? bﬂ‘ol’e. i :

- ¢ Thelovers 7. zmagmarzes [Her own word ! Notable
¢ enough !'i’n’t it ? ] are by that time gone off; Na-
€ ture, and Old habits, painfully difpenfed with or con-~
¢ cealed, return: Difguifes thrown afide, all the
< moles, freckles, and defeés in the minds of each,

'Q'lﬁfcﬂver themfelves, and ’tis well if each do not

¢ {fink in the opinion of the other, as much below the
¢ common’ ftandard; as «the blinded imagination of
¢ both had fet them above it -And now, faid fhe,
$the fond pair, who knew nofelicity out of each
¢ other’s comipany, are fo far from finding the never-
¢ ending variety each had propofed in an unreftrained
& !bnvex‘fatlon with the other (when they feldom were

€ together ; and always parted with fomething #o fay ;
“or, on recolleé’tlon, when parted, withing they had
e ; that they are continually on the wing in purfuit
~ Vou II, E of
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< of amufements out of themfelves ; and thofe, con-
¢ cluded my fage mamma [Did you think her wifdom’
¢ fo very moderne ?], will perhaps be the livelier to
< each, in which the other has no fhare.” .
I told my mamma, that if yon were to take:
rafh ftep, it would be owing to the indifcreet violence of
your friends: I'was afraid, 1faid, that thefe refle&tions
upon the conduét of people in the married ftate, who

grounded : But that this muft be allowed me, that if
children weighed not thefe matters fo thoroughly as
they ought, neither did parents make thofe ﬂl%w-
ances for youth, inclination, and inexperience, which
were neceflary to be made for themfelves at their
childrens time of life. Taviidod i

I remember’d a letter, I told her hereupon, whic
you wrote a few months ago, perfonating an anony-
mous elderly Lady (in Mr. Wyerley’s day of plaguing
you) to Mifs Drayton’s mamma, who, by her fe-
verity and reftraints, had like to have driven the young
Lady into the very fault, againft which her mother
was moft follicitous to guard her. And, I dared to
fay, fhe would be pleafed with it. ; »

I fetched the copy of it, which you had favoured
me with at the time'; I would have read only that part
of it, which was moft to my purpofe : - But fhe would
hear itall (a). 9%

r oty

() The paffage moft particularly recommended by Mifs Howe, is
the following, E2l L e

S ——————————

—

¢ Permit me, Madam (fays the perfonated grave writer) to obferve,
¢ That if perfons of youn experience would have young people | or-
« qard, in order to be wifer and better by their advice, it would be ki
¢ in them to look backward, and allow for their childrens youth, and
# natural vivacity ; in other words, for their lively hopes, unabated by
“ time, unaccompanied by refletion, and unchecked by difappointment.
¢ Things appear to us all in a very different light at our Enmgu

¢ 2 fayourite Party, or Tour ; when, with golden profpeéts, and  ex-
¢ pectations, we rife vigorous and frefh, like the fun, beginning its
¢ morning ceurfe ; from what they do, when we fit down at the End of

: onr-

4
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My mamma was pleafed with the whole letter; and
faid, It deferved to have the-effet it had. But afked
me, what excufe could be offer’d for a young Lady
capable of making fuch refletions ; and who, at her
time of life, could fo well affume the charaer of one
of riper years; if fhe thould rufh into any fatal mif-
take herfelf ? ‘ :
. She then touched upon the moral chara&er of Mr.
Lovelace; and how reafonable the averfion of ‘yout
relations is, to a man, who gives himfelf the li-
berties he is faid to take ; and who, indeed; himfelf;,
denies not the accufation ; - having been heard to de-
clare, that he will do all the mifchief he can ‘to the
Sex, in revenge for the ill ufage and broken vowsof
his firft love, at a time when he was to0 young (his
own expreflion, it feems) to be infincere.

€ our views, tired, and preparing for our journey homeward: . For thea
¢ we take inte our refleéfion, what we had left out of our feheme, the
< farigues, the checks, the hazards, we had 'met with; and make a
¢ true eftimate of pleafures, which, from our raifed expectations, muft
€ neceflarily have fallen miferably fhort of what we had promifed our-
® felves at fetting out—— Nothing but experience can give us a ftrong
¢ and efficacious conviction of ' this difference : And when we wouldiin=~
€ culcate the fruits of #baz upon the minds of thofe we love, who have
“ not lived long enough to find thofe fruits, and would hope, that our
¢ adwvice thould have as much force upon them, as experience hasupon us 5
¢ and which, perhaps, our parents advice had not upon ourfelwes at our
¥ daughters time of life ; thould we not proceed by patient reafoning and
¢ gentlenefs, that we may not harden, where we would convince? For,
€ Madam, the tendereft and moft generous minds, when harfhly treated,
¢ become generally the moft inflexible, If the young Lady knows her
€ beart to be right, however defective her head may be, for want of
¢ years and experience, fhe will be apt to be very tenacious. And if fhe
¢ believes her friends to be wrong, altho’ perhaps they may be only fo
€in their methods of treating her, how much will every unkind cic=
¢ cumftance on the parent’s part, or beed/efs one on the child’s, though
¢ ever fo flight in itfelf, widen the difference ? The parent’s prejudice in
# dis-favour, will confirm the daughter’s in fayour, of the fame perfon ;
€ and the beft reafonings in the world on either fide, will be attributed
¢ to that prejudice, In fhort, neither of them will be convinced: A
¢ perpetual oppofition enfues ; the parent grows impatient ; the child
5 ate: And, as a too natural confequence, T hat falls out, which
¢ the mother was moft afraid of, and which, poffibly, had been, pre-
¢ yented, had the child’s paffions been only %d, not driwen.’ g

b & E2 ~ Ireply’d
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I reply’d, That I had heard every one fay, that
that Lady really ufed him ill ; that it affeted him fo

much at the time, that he was forced to travel upon

it ; and, todrive her out of his heart, ran into courfes,
which he had ingenuity enough himfelf to condemn :
That, however, he had denied - the menaces againft
the Sex, which were attributed to him, when charged
with them by me in your prefence ; and declared
himfelf incapable of fo unjuft and ungenerousa refent-
ment againit all, for the perfidy of one. Ok
You remember this, my dear; as I do your in~
nocent obfervation upon it, That you could believe
his folemn afleveration and denial: ¢ For, furely,
¢ faid you, the man who would refent, as the higheft
< indignity, that could be offer’d to a gentleman, the
¢ imputation, of a wilful falfheod, would not be guilty
¢ of one.’ : i . :
I infifted upon the extraordinary circumftances in
your cafe, particularizing them : - Obferving, that
Mr. Lovelace’s morals were, at one time, no ob-
jection with your relations for Mifs Arabella: That
then much was built upon his family, and more upon
his parts and learning, which made it out of doubt,
that he might be reclaim’d by a woman of virtue and
prudence : And [Pray forgive me for mentioning it]
1 ventured to add, that altho’ your family might be
good fort of folks, as the world went, yet no-body
imputed to any of them, but yourfelf, a very pun-
&ilious concern for religion or piety — Therefore

were they the lefs intitled to object to the defeéts of

that kind in others. Then, what an odious man, faid
1, have they picked out, to fupplant, in a Lady’s af-
feStions, one of the fineft appearances of a man in
England, and one noted for his brilliant parts, and
other accomplifhments (whatever his ‘morals might
be); as if they were determined upon an act of power
and authority, without rhyme or reafon ! e
_ S¢ill my mamma infifted, that there was the greater
merit
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merit in your obedience on that account, and urged,
that there hardly ever was a very handfome and .a
fprightly man who made a good- hufband : For that
they were generally fuch Narciffus’s, as to imagine
every woman ought to think as highly of them, as
they did of themfelves.

~ T'here was no danger from that confideration Aere,
I faid, becaufe the Lady had ftill greater advantages,
both of perfon and mind, than the Man ; graceful
and elegant, as he mnuft be allowed to be, beyond any
of his fex. :

She cannot endure to hear me praife any man but
her favourite Hickman: Upon whom, neverthelefs,
fhe generally brings a degree of contempt, which he
would efcape, did fhe not leflen the little merit he
has, by giving him on all occafions, more than I
think he can deferve, and entering him into com=
parifons, in which it is impoflib'e but he muft be a
fufferer. © And now, prepofierous partiality | She
thought, for her part, that Mr. Hickman, *bating,
that his face indeed was not fo {mooth, nor his com-
plexion guite fo good, and faving that he was not
fo prefuming and fo bold (which ought to be no fault
with a modeft woman !), equalled Mr, Lovelace a¢
any hour of the day.

. Toavoid entering further into fuch an incomparable
comparifon, I faid I did not believe, had they left you
to your own way, and treated you generoufly, that
you would have had the thought ef encouraging any
man, whom they difliked.

. Then, Nancy, catching me up, the excufe is lefs
—VFor, if fo, muft there not be more of contra-
diftion, than love, in the cafc?

- Not fo, neither, Madam: For I know Mifs Clariila
Harlowe would prefer Mr. Lovelace to all men, if
morals—

. Ify Nancy |— That If is every-thing |— Do you

really think fhe loves Mr. Lovelace ?
ben E 3 What
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What would you have had me to fay, my dear?
=Iwon’t tell you what I did fay—DBut had I »ot faid
what I did, who would have belicved me ?

Befides, I #now you love him |— Excufe me, my
dear: Yet, if you deny it, what do you but reflect
upon yourfelf, as if you thought you sught net 2

Indeed, faid I, the man is worthy of any woman’s
love (If, again, I could fay)— But her parents,
Madam— 3

Her parents, Nancy—[ You know, my dear, how

my mamma, who accufes her daughter of quicknefs;
is evermore interrupting —3]— .

May take wrong meafures, faid [—

Cannot do wrong—They have reafon, I’ll warrant,
faid fhe— ‘

By which they may provoke a young Lady, faid
I, to do rafh things, which otherwife the would not
do. 1y |

But if it be a rafh thing (returned fhe), fhould fhe
doit! A prudent daughter will not wilfully err, be-
caufe her parents err, if they were to err: If fhe da,
the world, which blames the parents, will not acquit
the child. All that can be faid, in extenuation of a
daughter’s error, arifes from a kind confideration,
which Mifs’s letter to Lady Drayton pleads for, to
be paid to her daughter’s youth and inexperience.
And will fuch an admirable young perfon as Mifs
Clarifla Harlowe, whofe prudence, as we fee, qua-
lifies her to be an advifer of perfons much older than
herfelf, take fhelter under fo poor a covert ?

" Let her know, Nancy, out of hand, what I fay ; ‘

and I charge you to reprefent farther to her, That let
her diflike one man, and approve another, ever fo-
much, it will be expe&ted of a young Lady of her
“unbounded generofity, and greatnefs of mind, that fthe
fhould deny })ﬁéﬂ{f, when fhe can oblige all ber family
by fo doing: No lefs than ten or a dozen, perhaps,
the neareft and deareft to her of all the perfons m%{;e
v WOrld,

Go gle




- W T D

Mifs Claciffa Harlowe. 79

world, an indulgent father and mother at the head of
them. It may be fancy only on her fide ; but parents
look deeper: And will not Mifs Clarifla Harlowe
give up her fancy to her parents judgment 2

. I faid a great deal upon this judgment-fubject: All
that you could with I fhould fay ; and'all that your
extraordinary cafe allowed me to fay. And my
mamma was fo fenfible of the force of it, that the
charged me not to write to you any part of my anfwer
to what fhe faid 5 but only what fhe herfelf had ad-
vanced ; left, in fo critical a cafe, it fhould induce
you to take meafures, that might give us both rea-
fon (I for giving it, you for following it) to repent it
as long as we lived.

And thus, my dear, I fet my mamma’s arguments
before you. = And the rather, as I cannot myfelf tell
what to advife you to do!— You know beft your
own heart ;. and what That will let you do !

Robin undertakes to depofite This very early, that
you may receive it by your firft morning airing.

Heaven guide and diret you for the beft, is the in-
ceflant prayer, of

o Mg Your ever-ajfectionate,

“AxnaA Howe,

\ LR R R XTIV,
Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE, To Mifs HowE.

& : Sunday Afternoon.
I- Am in great apprehenfions. - Yet cannot help re-
. peating my humble thanks to your mamma, and
you, for your laft favour. I hope her kind end is
anfwer’d - by the contents of my laft. Yet I muft
ot think it enough to acknowlege her goodnefs to
e, with a pencil only, on the ‘cover of a letter
dealed up, .~ A few lines give me leave to write with
k4 regard
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regard to my anonymous letter to Lady Drayton —
If I did not at that time tell you, as I believe I did,
that my excellent Mrs. Norton gave me her affiftance
-in that letter ; I now acknowlege that fhe did."
Pray let your mamma know this, for two reafons :
One, that I may not be thought to arregate to my-
felf a difcretion which does not belong to me; the
other, that I may not fuffer by the fevere, but juft
inference fhe was pleafed to draw ; doubling my faults
upon me, if I myfelf thould ac unworthy of the ad-
vice I' was fuppofed to give. : .
Before I come to what moft nearly affets me,
I muft chide you, once more, for the fevere, the
very fevere things, you mention of our family, to
the difparagement of their morals, as I may fay :
Indeed, my dear, I wonder at you !— A {flighter oc-
cafion might have paffed me, after I have written to

you fo often to fo little purpofe, on this topic. = Buty -

affeCting as my own circumftances are, I cannot,
without a breach of duty, let flip the r'eﬂ'c%ﬁon Ineed
not repeat in words. ;
There is not a worthier perfon in England than
my mamma. Nor is my papa that man you feme-
times make him. Excepting in one point, I know
ot any family” which lives up more to their duty,
than the principals of ours. ~A little too wucom-

municative for their great circumftances — that is.

all. —Why, then, have they not reafon to infift up-
on unexceptionable morals in a man whofe relation-
thip to them, by a marriage in their family, they
have certainly a right to allow of, or difapprove ?
Another line or two, before I am ingrofs’d by my
own concerns :—Upon your treatment of Mr. Hick-
man.— Is it, do you think, generous, to revenge
upon an innocent perfon, the difpleafure you receive
from another quarter, where I doubt you are a tref-

paffer too !— But one thing I can tell him ; and you
had not beft provoke me to it ; That no woman ufes
aman
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a man ill whom fhe does not abfolutely rejet, but fhe
has it in her heart to make him amends, when her
tyranny. has had its run, and he has completed the
meafure of his fervices.and patience. But my mind
is not enough at eafe, to.pufh this matter further.

I will_.now give you the occafion of my prefent
apprehenfions.

I had reafon to fear, as I mention’d in mine of this
morning, that a ftorm was brewing. Mr. Solmes
came home this afternoon, from church, with my
brother. Soon after, Betty brought me up a letter,
without faying from whom. It was in a cover,,and
dire&ted by a hand I never faw before; as if it was
fuppofed, I would not have received and open’d it, had
I known it came from him. Thefe are the contents. ©

7o Mifs CLarissA HARLOWE.

Deareft Madam, Sunday, Mar. 26.
I Think myfelf a moft unhappy man, in that I have
mever yet been able to pay my refpects to you with
youre confent, for one halfe hour. I have fomething
to communicate to you that concernes you much, 1if
{ou be pleafed to admitt me to youre fpeech. Youre
onour is concerned in itt, and the honour of all youre
familly. It relates to the defignes of one whom you
are fed to valew more then he deferves; and to fome
of his reprobat ations; which I am reddie to give
you convincing proofes of the truth of. I may ap-

_ pear to be interefled in itt: But neverthelefle, I am

reddy to make oathe, that every tittle is true: And
ou will fee what a man you are fed to favour. But
¥hope not fo, for youre owne honour. ,
Pray, Madam, vouchfafe me a hearing, as you va-
lew your honour and familly : Which will oblidge,
deareft Mifs,
Youre moft humble and mof? faithfull Servant,
RoGER SoLMESs.
. I waite below for the hope of admittance... -,
' ) RS I have
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I have no manner of doubt, that this is'a poor de-
vice, to get this man into my company. I would
have fent down a verbal anfwer 5 but Betty refufed to
carry any meflage, which fhould prohibit his vifiting
me. So I was obliged either to fee him, or to write
to him. I wrote, therefore, an anfwer, of which I
fhall fend you the rough draught. And now my
heart akes for what may follow from it; for I hear
a great hurry below.

: 7o RoGER SoLMEs, Efg;
IR,
WHatever you have to communicate to me, which
concerns my honour, may as well be done by
writing,
any of my concern, I know not that, therefore, he
ought to be yours: For the ufage I receive on your
account (I mm/? think it fo!) is fo harfh, that were
there not fuch a man in the world as Mr. Lovelace, 1
would not with to fee Mr. Solmes, no, not for one
half-hour, in the way he is pleafed to be defirous _to
fee me. I never can be in any danger from Mr.
Lovelace ; and, of confequence, cannot be affe&ted b
any -of your difcoveries, if the propofal I made be
accepted.  You have been acquainted with it, no
doubt. If not, be pleafed to let my friends know,
that if they will rid me of my apprehenfions of one
gentleman, I will rid them of theirs of another: And
then, of what confequence to them, or to me, will it
be, whether Mr, Lovelace be a good man, or a bad?
And, if to neither of #s, I fee not how it can be of
any to you. But if you do, I have nothing to fay to
That ; and it will be a Chriftian part, if you will ex-
‘poftulate with him upon the errors you have difcover’d,
and endeavour to make him as good a man, as, no
- doubt, you are yourfelf, or you would not be fo
‘ready to dete¢tand expofe him. B
Excufe me, Siri— But after my former letter to

Yoty
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Mj/; Clariffa Harlowe. 83

you, and your ungencrous perfeverance; and after
this attempt to avail yourfelf at the expence of another
man’s charaéter, rather than by your own proper
merit, I fee not that you can blame any afperity in
Her, whom you have fo largely contributed to make
unhappy.

' Cr. HARLOWE.

Sunday night.
* My “father was for coming up to me, in great
wrath, it feems; but was perfuaded to the contrary.
My aunt Hervey was permitted to fend me This that
follows.— ‘Quick work, my dear!

To Mifs CLARIssA HARLOWE.

Niece, :

‘EV.erX-bo,dyijs now convinc’d, that nothing is to
*=be done with you by way of gentlenefs or per-
fuafion. Your mamma will not let you flay in the
thoufe; for your papa is fo incenfed by your ftrange
Igtter to his friend, that the knows not what will be
the confequence, if you do. = So, you are commanded
;‘d get ready to go to your unc{e Antony’s, out of
and.

Your uncle thinks he has not deferv’d of you this
unwillingnefs to go to his houfe. '

You don’t know the wickednefs of the man you
think it worth while to quarrel with all your friends
for. :

* You muft not anfwer me. , There will be no end
of That.

You know not the affliction you give to every-
body ; but to none more than to

Your affectionate Aunt,
DoroTny HeRVEY.

. "Forbid to write to my aunt, I took a bolder liber-

ty. 1 wrote a few lines to my mamma; imploring
B «her
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her to procure me leave to throw myfelf at my fa=
ther’s feet, and hers, if I ma/# go (no-body elfe pre-
fent), to beg pardon for the trouble I had given them
both, and their bleflings ; and to receive their com=
mands, as to my removal, and the when, from their
own lips, . L

¢ What new boldnefs This |— Take it back ; and
¢ bid her learn to obey,” was my mamma’s angry an=
fwer, with my letter return’d, unopen’d.

But that 1 might omit nothing that was in my
power, or heart, to do, that had an appearance of

duty, I wrote a few lines to my papa himfelf, to the .

fame purpofe ; begging he would not turn me out of
his houfe, without his blefling. But This, torn in
two pieces, and unopen’d, was brought me up again
by Betty, with an air, one hand held up, the other
extended, the torn letter in her open palm; and 2 See
here |-——What a /ad thing is This '—Nothing will do
but duty, Mifs!— Your papa faid, Let her tell me
of deedi I— VIl receive no words from her: And fo
he tore the letter, and flung the pieces at my head. -

So defperate my cafe, I was refolved not to flop
even at this repulfe. I took my pen, and addrefled
myfelf to my uncle Harlowe, inclofing that which
my mamma had return’d unopen’d, and the torn
unopen’d one fent to my papa; having firft fcratch’d
thro’ a tranfcript for you. ‘ i Y

My uncle was going home, and it was deliver’d
to him juft as he ftepped into his chariot. What
may be the fate of it, therefore, I cannot know till
to-morrow.

The following is a copy of it.

7o Joun HarLOWE, Efg;.

My dear and ever-honoured Uncle,

I Have no-body now but you, to whom I can apply,
with hope, fo much as to have my humble zc“i:
dre
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Mifs Clarifla Harlowe. 8¢

drefles open’d and read. My aunt Hervey has given
me commands which I want to have explain’d ; but
the has forbid me writing to her. Hereupon I took
the liberty to write to my papa and mamma : You
will fee, gir, by the torn one, and by both being re-
turn’d un-open’d, what has been the refult. This;
Sir, perhaps you know : But, as you know not the
contents of the difgraced letters, I befeech you to read
them both, that you may be a witnefs for me, that
they are not filled with complaints, with expoftu-
lations, nor contain any thing undutiful. Give me
leave to fay, Sir, That if deaf-ear’d anger will nei-
ther grant me a hearing, nor what I write a perufal,
fome time hence the hard-heartednefs may be regret-
ted. I befeech you, dear, good Sir, to let me know
what is meant by fending me to my uncle Antony’s,
rather than to your houfe, or to my aunt’s, or elfe-
where? If it be for what I apprehend it to be, life
will not be fupportable upon the terms: I beg alfo to
know, wHEN I am to be turned out of doors —My
heart ftrongly gives me, that once I am compelled to

" leave this houfe, I never fhall fee it more, -

It becomes me, however, to declare, that I write
not This thro’ perverfenefs, or in refentment ; God
knows my heart, I do not l— But the treatment 1 ap-
prehend I fhall meet with, if carried to my other
uncle’s, will, in all probability, give the finithing
ftroke to the diftrefles, the undeferved diftrefles T will
be bold to call them, of ;

Your once highly favour’d,
But now moft unhappy, Kinfwoman,
Cr. HarrLows.

LET-
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L ET T E R XV
Mifi CLarissa HArRLOWE, 70 Mifs HowE,
Monday morning, March 27+

THIS morning early my uncle Harlowe came hi-
ther. He fent me up the inclofed very tender
letter. It has made me with I could oblige” him 1—
You’'ll fee how Mr. Solmes’s ill' qualities are glofs’d
over in it. What blemithes does affeftion hide l—
So, perhaps, may they fay to me, What faults does
antipathy bring to light! Be pleafed to fend me back
this letter of my uncle’s, by the firft return. 1 may
poflibly try to account for, and wifh to obviate, my
being fuch a formidable creature to my whole family,
as I am reprefented in it. sy

Sunday night, or rather Monday morning.,
I Muft anfwer you, tho’ againft my own intention.
Every-body loves you; and you know they do.
The very ground you walk upon is dear to moft
us. But how can we refolve to fee you? There is
no flanding againft your looks and language. /It is
the ftrength of our love makes us decline to fee
How can we, when you are refolved not to o, ‘what
we are refolved you /ball do? 1 never, for my part,
loved any creature, as I loved you from your youth
till now. And indeed, as 1 have often faid, Never

was there a young creature fo deferving of our love.”

. But what is come to you now |—Alas! alas, my dear!
How you fail in the trial !

I have read the letters you inclofed. At a proper
time, I may fhew them to my brother and fifter. But
they will reccive nothing from you at prefent.

For my part, I could not read your letter to myfelf,
without being unmann’d. How can you be fo unmov’d
yourfelf, yet be fo able to move every-body elfe? How
could you fend fuch a letter to Mr.Solmes? Fie upon
you!— How ftrangely are you alter’d?

Then
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Then to treat your brother and fifter as you did,
that they don’t care to write to you, or to fee you,—
Don’t you know where it is written, That /of ax-
Jwers turn away wrath? But if you will truft to your

“fharp-pointed wit, you may wound: But a club
-will beat down a fword : And how can you expect,

‘that they who are hurt by you will not hurt you

“again ?—Was this the way you ufed to take to make

us all adore you, as we did ?—No, it was your gentle-
nefs of heart and manners, that made every-body, even
ftrangers, at firft fight, treat you as a Lady, and call
you a Lady, tho’ not born one, as your mamma was,
any more than-your fifter; while the was only plain
Mifs Harlowe, or Mifs Arabella. If you were en-
‘vied, why fhould you fharpen envy, and file up its
teeth to an edge >— You fee I write like an impartial
man, and as one that loves you ftill!

But fince you have difplay’d your talents, and
fpared no-body, and moved every-body, without be-
ing moved, you have but made us ftand the clofer
and firmer together. ‘This is what I likened to an

‘imbattled Phalanx, once before. Your aunt Hervey

forbids your writing, for the fame reafon that I muit
not countenance it. We are all afraid to fee you,
‘becaufe we know we fhall be made as fo many fools.
Nay, your mamma is fo afraid of you, that once or
twice, when fhe thought you was coming to force
yourfelf into her prefence, fhe fhut the door, and
ocked herfelf in, becaufe fhe knew fhe muft not fee
you ‘upon your terms, and you are refolved you will

‘not fee her upon bers.

Refolve but to oblige us all, my deareft Mifs Clary,
and you fhall fee how we will clafp you every one by
turns, to our rejoicing hearts |— If the one man has

‘not the wit, and the parts, and the perfon, of the

other, no one breathing has a worfe heart than' that
other: And is not the love of all your friends, and a

to
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to a debauchee, tho’ ever fo fine a2 man, to look at 7
You have fuch fine talents, that you will. be adored
by the one : But the other has as much advantage in
thofe refpects, as you have yourfelf, and will net fet by
them one ftraw : For hufbands are fometimes jealous
of their authority, with witty wives. You will have,
in one, a man of virtue. Had you not been fo
affronting to him, he would have made y. Cars
tingle, with what he could have told you of the
other. 2 - sl
Come, my dear niece, let me have the honour of
doing with you what no-body elfe yet has been able
to do.  Your father, mother, and I, will divide th
pleafure, and the honour, 1 will again call it, between
us; and all paft offences fhall be forgiven ; and Mr.
Solmes, we will engage, fhall take nothing amifs
hereafter, that is juft. i
He knows, he fays, what a jewel that man will
have, who can obtain your favour; and he will think
light of all he has fuffer’d, or fhall fuffer, in obtain-
ing you. 5
Dear, fweet creature, oblige us: And oblige us
with a grace. It mu/? be done, whether with a grace
or not. I do affure you it mu/f. Y ou muft not con-
quer father, mother, uncles, every-body: Depend
upon That. <ok
I have fat up half the night towrite This. Youdon’t |
know how Iam touch’d at reading yours, and writing
this. Yet will I be at Harlowe-place early in the mor
.ing. So, upon reading this, if you will oblige l\?s‘-:ﬁ:
fend me word to come up to your apartment : AndI
will lead youdown, and prefent you to the embraces of
every-one : And you will then fee, you have more of
a brother and fifter, than of late your prejudices wall
let you think you have. This from one who ufed to
love to ftile himfelf i
Your paternal Uncle, 4 i
Joun HarRrowk.
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- In about an hour after this kind letter was given
me, my uncle fent up to know, if he fhould be a
welcome vifitor, upon the terms mention’d in his
letter? He bid Betty bring him down a verbal an-
fwer : A written one, he faid, would be a bad fign;
and he bid her therefore not bring a letter. But I
had juft finifh’d the inclofed tranfcription of one I had
been writing.  She made a difficulty to carry it; but
was prevailed upon to oblige me, by a token which
thefe Mrs, Betty’s cannot withftand.

- Dear and hanoured Sir,

HO W you rejoice me by your condefcending
& goodnefs|— So kind, fo paternal a letter!— fo
foothing to a wounded heart ; and of late what T have
been fo little ufed to!— How am I affeGted with it!
“Tell me not, dear Sir, of my way of writing: -Your
Jetter has more moved e, than I ever could move
any-body ! —It has made me, with all my heart, with
I could 'intitle myfelf to be vifited upon your own
terms ; and to be led down to my papa and mamma,
by fo good and fo kind an uncle.
- I will tell you, deareft Sir, what T will do to make
my peace. 1 have no doubt that Mr. Solmes would
greatly prefer my fifter to fuch a ftrange, averfe crea-
ture as me: His chief, or one of his chief motives to
addrefs me, is, as I have reafon to believe, the contiguity
of 'my grandfather’s eftate to his own: I will refign
it for ever I will refign it: And the refignation muft
be good, becaufe I will never marry at all: I will
make it over to my fifter, and her heirs for ever. I
fhall have no heirs, but my brother and her; and I
will receive; as of my papa’s bounty, fuch an annuity
(not in lieu of the eftate, butasof his bounty), as he
thall be pleafed to.grant me, if it be ever fo fmall;
and whenever I difoblige him, he thall withdraw ity
at his pleafure.
- “Will not This be accepted ?—Sure it muft !-—Sure
iy 1t
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it willl—I beg of you, deareft Sir, to propofe it; and
fecond it with your intereft. This will anfwer every
end. My fifter has a hlgh opinion of Mr.&im
I never can have gny in the light heis propofed to
me.  But as my fifter’s hufband, he will be always
intitled to my refpect ; and fhall have its e
If this be accepted, grant me, Sir, the honour of a
vifit; and do me then the inexpreflible pleafure of
leading me down to the feet of my honoured pa-
rents, and they fhall find me the moft dutiful of chil=
dren ; and to the arms of my brother and fifter, and
they fhall find me the moft obliging and moft aﬁc
tionate of fifters. _
1 wait, Sir, for your anfwer to this propofal, made
with the whole heart of .
Your dutiful and moft ebliged Niece, -
5 Rl HARLOW:I.;

Monday noon.

I HoPE this will be accepted : F or Betty tells ue.
that my uncle Antony and my aunt Hervey are fent
for ; and not Mr. Solmes, which I look upon as a fa-
vourable circumftance. With what chearfulnefs will
I aflign over this envied eftate ' —What a much more
valuable confideration fhall I part with it for —The
love and favour of all my relations |— That love and
favour, which I ufed for eighteen years togethert:o
rejoice in, and be diftinguithed by |— And wha
charming pretence will this afford me of breaking
with Mr. Lovelace! And how eafy will it poﬂibly
make him, to part with me/

I found this morning, in the ufual p]ace, a letm'
from him, in anfwer, I fuppofe, to mine‘of Fri
which I depofited not till Saturday. -~ But 1 have not

opened it; nor will I, till I fee what effeét !hlsm h

offer will have. #:
 Let me but be permitted to avoid the man T hﬂ‘.
and I will give up, with all my heart, the man I

Go gle
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eould prefer. To renounce the one, were I really
to value him, as you feem to imagine, can give but
a temporary concern, which time and difcretion will
make light : This is a facrifice which a child owes to
parents and friends, if they infift upon its being made.
But the other, to marry a man one cannot endure, is
not only a difhoneft thing, as to the man; but it is
enough to make a creature, who wifhes to be a good
wife, a bad or indifferent one, as I once wrote to
the man himfelf: And then the can hardly be either
a good miftrefs ; a good friend ; or any thing but a
difcredit to her family, and a bad example to all
around her.

‘Methinks I am loth, in the fu/penfe T am in at
prefent, to depofite this, becaufe I fhall then leave:
you in as great : But having been prevented by Betty’s
officioufnefs twice, I will now go down to my little

poultry ; and if 1 have an opportunity, will leave it

in the ufual place, where I hope to find fomething
from you.

’

el 4 d ok Ry X VI
Mj.'r Crarissa Harvowe, To Mifs Howe.”

Manday afternoony March 27,
I H AVE depofited my narrative down to this day
noon 3 but I hope foon to follow it with another
letter, that I may keep you as little a while as poffible
in ‘that fufpenfe, which I am fo much affected by at
this moment : For my heart is difturbed at every
foot I hear ftir; and every door below, that I hea-r
open or 1hut,
 They have been all affembled fome time, and are
‘in clofe debate, I believe: But can there be room
for long debate upon a propofal, which, if accepted,
will fo effeCtually anfwer all their views >—Can they
iﬁﬁﬁ a moment longer upon my having Mr. Soln;les,
& when

JN0CY VoI
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92 The HisToRrY of

when they fee what facrifices I am ready to make, to
be freed from his addrefles’— O but I fuppofe the
ftruggle is, firft, with Bella’s nicety, to perfuade her
to accept of the eftate, and of the hufband ; and next,
with her pride, to take her fiffer’s refufals, as fhe
once phrafed it |— Or, it may be, my brother is in-
fifting upon equivalents, for his reverfion in the eftate :
And thefe fort of things take up but too much the
attention of fome of our family. To thefe, no doubt,
one, or both, it muft be owing, that my propofal
admits of fo much confideration. Iwant, methinks,
to fee, what Lovelace, in his letter, fays. But I
will deny myfelf #his piece of curiofity, till that which
is raifed by my prefent fufpenfe is anfwered.— Ex-
cufe me, my dear, that I thus trouble you with my
uncertainties. But I have no employment, ner heart,
if I had, to purfue any other but what my pen. af-
fords me. ;

Monday evening.

WouLp you believe it?— Betty, by anticipation,
tells me, that I am to be refufed. I am ¢ avile, art-
¢ ful creature:  Every-body is too good to me. My
¢ uncle Harlowe has been taken-in, that’s the phrafe.
¢ They knew how it would be, if he either wrote to
¢me, or faw me. He has, however, been made
¢ afhamed to be fo wrought upon.— A’ pretty thin
¢ truly, in the eye of the world, were they to é
¢me at my word. It would look as if they had
¢ treated me thus hardly, as 7 think it, for this very
¢ purpofe. My peculiars, particularly Mifs Howe,

¢ would give it that turn; and I myfelf could mean
¢ nothing by it, but to fee if it would be accepted,

¢ in order to ftrengthen my own arguments againft
¢ Mr. Solmes. It was amazing, that it could admit
¢ of a moment’s deliberation : That any thing could
¢ be fuppofed to be done in it. It was equally againft
“Law and Equity : And a fine fecurity l\/}:fscﬂeth

¢ would
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Mifs Clarifa Hatlowe. 93

€ would have, or Mr. Solmes, when I could refume
¢ it when [ would I— My brother and fbe my heirs !
¢ O the artful creature '— 7 to refolve to live fingle,
¢ when Lovelace was fo fure of me |— and every-
¢ where declared as much !—and could, whenever?:e
¢ pleafed, if my hufband, claim under the Will |—
¢ E"hen the infolence— the confidence— (as Betty
¢ mincingly told me, that one faid ; you may eafily
¢ guefs who) that fthe, who was fo juftly in difgrace
¢ for downright rebellion, fhould pretend to prefcribe
¢ to the whole family !— fhould name a husband for
¢ her elder fifter |—What a triumph would her obfti-
¢ nacy go away with, to delegate her commands,
¢ not as from a prifon, as fhe called it, but as from
¢ her throne, to her elders and betters ; and to her
¢ father and mother too !-Amazing, perfe&tly amazing !
¢ that any-body could argue upon fuch a plan as this!
¢ It was a mafter-ftroke of finefle|— It was ME in
¢ perfetion |— Surely my uncle Harlowe will never
¢ be fo taken-in again !’

All this was the readier told me, becaufe it was
againft me, and would teaze and vex me. But as
fome of this fine recapitulation implied, that fome-
bedy fpoke up for me, I was curious to know who
it was: But Betty would not tell me, for fear 1 fhould
‘have the confolation to find, that @/ were not againit
me. !

But do you not fee, my dear, what a fad creature fhe
iswhom you honour with your friendfhip | — Y ou could
not doubt your influence over me: Why did you not
let me know myfelf a little better >— Why did you
not take the friendly liberty I have always taken with
you, and tell me my faults, and what a fpecious hy-
pocrite 1 am? For if my brother and fifter could
anake fuch difcoveries, how is it poffible, that faults
{o enormous [ You could fee others, you thought, of a
mare fecret nature!] could efcape Your penetrating

Iy ¢
54 Wll,
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Well, but now, it feems, they are debating how
and by whom to anfwer me: {'or they know not,
nor are they to know, that Mrs. Betty has told me
all thefe fine things. One defires to be excufed, it
feems : Another choofes not to have any thing to.
to me: Another has enough of me: And wamf
to fo ready a fcribbler, there will be no wd. o i 4
Thus are thofe - imputed quahﬁcatlons, W
fo lately to gain me applaufe, now becomemy,cmnﬁg
fo much do difguft. and. anger alter , the pxopel‘tjgﬁ
things. eIt
V%’hat will be the refult of theif debate, I fuppofe,
will, fome-how or other, be communicated to. me
by'and by. = Butlet me tell you, my. dear, that I am
made fo defperate, that I am afraid to open Mr. Love-
lace’s letter, left, in the humour I am in, I fhould
do fomething, if 1 find .it not exceptionabley ,th
may give me repentance as long as I live! SR
Monday night. B,
T'H1s moment the following letter is erughtmg
by Betty.

Mifs Cunning-ones, Mnday, 5 a" du‘lf
YOUR fine, new propofal is thought unwo
of a particular anfwer. Your uncle Harlowe
afhamed to be fo taken-in. Have you no new f ;
for your uncle Antony? Go round with us,
now your hand’s in. "But I was bid to write

one line, that you might not ¢ lgmplam,, as you did,
ivour worthy fifter, for the freedoms you provn%

t is This ;— Prepare yourfelf. ‘To-morrow
to my uncle Antony’s. That’s all, child.
: JAMES Hmr.r.cswg')jk

I was vexed to the heart at this : Andxm
in the warmth of refentment, wrote the in
my uncle Harlowe; who, it feems, ftays h
mg | e, c¥iny

f’u
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. 7o Joun HarLowE, Ef;.
Honoured Sir, Monday night.

3 IFind I am a very fad creature, and did not know
gl -

‘it.  Iwrote not to my Brother. To yow, Sir, I

* wrote. From' you I hope the honour of an anfwer.
. No'one reveres her uncles more than I do. Never-
u thelefs, I will be bold to fay, that the diftance, great
3 as it is, between uncle and niece, excludes not fucha
¢ hope: And T think Thave not made a propofal that

bl
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e
i
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deferves to be treated with fcorn.
< Forgive me, Sir®= My heart is full.—Perhaps one
day you may think gou have been prevailed upon (for
that ‘is plainly the cafe 1) to join to treat me, as I do
not deferve to be treated. If you are athamed, as my
brother hints, of having exprefled any returning ten-
dernefs to me, God help me! I fee I have no mercy
to expe&t, from any-body ! But, Sir, from your pen
let me have an anfwer ; I humbly befeech it of you.—
Till my brother can recolle&t what belongs to a fifter,
I will .take no anfwer from him, to the letter I wrote
to you, nor any commands whatever.

I move every-body ! This, Sir, is what you are

leafed to mention:— But whom have I moved ?*—

ne perfon in the family has more moving ways than
I have, or he could never fo undefervedly have made
every-body athamed to fhew any tendernefs to a poor
diftrefled child of the fame family.
 Return me not this with contempt, or torn, or
unanfwer’d, I befeech you. My papa has a title. to
do that, or any-thing, by his child: But from no
other perfon in the world, of your fex, ought a young
creature, of mine (while the preferves a fupplicating
fpirit), to be fo treated.
*When what I have before written in the humbleft
ftrain has met with fuch ftrange conftru&ions, I am
afraid, ‘that this unguarded fcrawl will be very ill-

" received. But I beg, Sir, you will oblige me with

¢ one
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one line, be it ever fo harfh, in anfwer to my pro- -

pofal. T fill'think it ‘ought to be attended to. "I will
enter into the moft folemn engagenfemM‘lt
valid, by a perpetual fingle life.” In a word, any thing

1 can do, 1 will do, to be reftored to all your favours.

More I cannot fay, but that I am, very undefervedly,
4 myi unbappycrm'd
H LR S CH
Betty fcrupled again to carry th»demw
fhe thould have anger ; and I fhould bum«m-

turned in {craps and bits. v S
I muft take That chance, I faids T only deﬁ&d the
would deliver it as direéted. . ‘ .

Sad doings ! very fad! fhe faid, that young Laddes
thould fo violently fet themfelves. agamﬁ their duty !

I told her, fhe fhould have the liberty to fay what
fhe pleafed, fo fthe would but be my meﬂ'enger t.hat
one time—And down fhe went with it.

I bid her, if fhe could, flide it into my lmeles
hand, unfeen; at leaft, unfeen by my brother or fifter,
for fear it fhould meet, thro’ their good oﬂices, ’with
the fate the had befpoken for it. :

She would not undertake for That, fhe fald

I am now in expectation of the refult. - But hzv
fo little ground to hope for ecither favour or meroy, %
opened Mr. Lovelace’s letter.

I would fend it to you, my dear (as well as- thdfé‘l
fhall inclofe, by this conveyance ; but net bemg«;ﬁc

at prefent to determine in what manner I {hall. aaéwer-

it, I will give my{elf the trouble of abftradling it

here, while I am waiting for what may offer from the

letter juft gone down. =2ty gl
¢ He laments, as ufual, myill opxmon of bung and

¢ readinefs to belicve every thing to his difadv:

¢ He puts into plain' Englifh, as I fuppefed he wou

¢ my hint, that I might be happier, if, byany

¢ he might be guilty of to Solmes, he thould cmv,tp

¢an untuncly end himfelf.’ R ]
. ¢He
Gogle ; i
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M;ifs Clariffa Harlowe. o7

. He is concerned, he fays, ¢ That the violence he
© had exprefled on his extreme apprehenfivenefs of
€ lofing me, fhould have made him guilty of any thing

~* I had o much reafon to refent.”

He owns, © That he is, paﬂionaté: All good-na-

* tured men, he fays, are fo, and a fincere man can-

€ not hideit.’ But appeals to me, ¢ Whether, if any
€ occafion in the world could excufe the rafhnefs of
€ his expreflions, it would not be his prefent dread-
€ ful fituation, thro’ my indifference, and the malice
€ of his enemies.’

He fays, ¢ He has more reafon than ever, from
¢ the contents of my laft, to apprehend, that I fhall
€ be prevailed upon by force, if not by fair means,
¢ to fali in with my brother’s meafures ; and fees but
¢ too plainly, that I am preparing him to expect it.

< Upon this prefumption, he fupplicates, with the
* utmoft earneftnefs, that I will not give way to the
€ malice of his enemies.

¢ Solemn vows of reformation, and everlafting
¢ truth and obligingnefs, he makes ; allin the ftyle of
¢ defponding humility ; yet calls it a cruel turn upon
¢ him, to impute his proteftations to a confcioufnefs
€ of the neceflity there is for making them from his
* bad charatter.

¢ He defpifes himfelf, he folemnly protefts, for
¢ his paft follies: Thanks God he has feen his error;
¢ and nothing but my more particular inftructions, are
€ wanting to perfe&t his reformation.
¢ He promiles, that he will do every thing that I
€ thall think he can do with honour, to bring about
¢ a reconciliation with my father ; and will even, if
¢ I infift upon it, make the firft overture to my bro-
¢ ther, and treat him as his own brother, becaufe he
¢ is mine, if he will not, by new affronts, revive the
¢ remembrance of the paft.

¢ He begs, in the moft earneft and humble man-
® ner, for one half-hour’s interview ;- undertaking by

Voui IL F ¢ a key,
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¢ a key, which he owns he has to 'the ‘gar
¢ leading into the Coppice, as we call it (if T'w
< unbolt the doi)r) to come into the garc n ‘4t night,
< and wait till I have an opportunity to'come’to him
¢ that he may re-aflure me of the'tr ){ﬂgfﬁﬁﬁ} tes,
¢ and of the affection, and, if necdful;’ protecti
s a1l his’ family. tir .eronon W oIIgls ‘s“

¢He prefumes not, he fays, to write b wa
« menace to me; but, if I refufe him this’ #6&,%‘
¢ knows not (fo defperate have fome frokes “in my
< Jetter made him) what his defpair’ may’ :
s do. . VIR ) orly of 219570 Y 3
He afks me, ¢ Determined, as my friends’ d
¢ far as they have already gone, and declare :
% g0, what 1 can propofe to do, to avoid having 1
< Solmes, if I am carried to ‘my uncle ‘Antony’s; u
« lefs I refolve to accept'of the prote@ion he has of-
¢ fered to procure me; or except I will'efcape to
¢ London, or elfewhere, while I can efcape?* = =

He advifes me, ¢ To fue to your mamma," §
< private reception of me ; only till I can’eb
¢ {eflion of my own eftate, and procure ‘my |
4 to be reconciled to me ; which 'he is fure they ‘wil
¢ be defirous to Je, the moment T am out'of
¢ power.’ T0IE

He apprifes me [Itis flill my wonder, how he
comes by his intelligence!], ¢ That my friends have
< written to my coufin Morden, to reprefent matters
¢ to him in their own partial way ; nor doubt'they to
« influence him on their fide of the queftion. S

¢ That all this thews I have but one way, if none of
¢ my own friends or intimates will receive me. ¢

< If I will tranfport him with the _honoug; OM
¢ choice of this oze way, fcttlements fhall sbe d
¢ with proper blanks, which I fhall fill up as I pleafe. [
¢ Let him but have my commands from my own
¢ mouth ; all my doubts and fcruples from my own
¢ lips ; and only a repetition, that I will not, on any

¢ confideration,

1
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Mjfs Claciffa Harlowe. 99,
< %};ﬁdm’aﬂon, be _Solmes’s wife;. and he fhall be

But, aften fuch a letter as I have written, no-

z but an interview can make him {o.” , ‘He be-
ﬁﬁ%ﬂe, 0thert'ffore, ¢ T'o unbolt the door, as that
z&q — ] Tf I receive not. this time enqugh,, zhis
%} n—and he wﬂlm a difguife, that fhall not give

¢ a pxcxon who he i is, if he thould be feen, come to.

¢ the ggrd oor, .in hopes. to open it with his key 3

j;'.lor ave any, other lodging than in the Cop-. '

mg s: watching every, wakeful hour for

c pr(:lpmous unbolting, unlefs he has a letter with

< my orders to the contrary, or to make fome other
‘;ntment..

. Thhis letter was dated yef’cerday So_he, was there

’n{ght, I fupppfe and will be there this mght and.
1 have not written a line to him': And now it is too
fate, were I determingd what to write, . -

I hope he will not go to. Mr. Solmes ! —I hope he
will not come hither | —If he does, I, will break
with. him for ever.

;‘,EVhat have I to do, with fuch headﬂtronor ('p;uts
I with I had never — But what fignifies wafhmg P
1 am firangely perplexed — But I nced not have
told. you this, after fuch a reprefentation of my
ﬁtuatlon.

swadd ol T T B R0 XVIT,
Mf: CLARISSA HARLOWE, To Mifs Hows.

Tagfday Morning, 7 6’ Clock.

Y unc]c has vouchfafed to anfwer me. ' This'is
}ns letter 5 but juft now brought me, altho’
@'q iaﬁ mght Iate, I fuppofe.
S} S ]
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: 1278 6 R0 s
<\ Mifs Clary,, Sl o Monday. Nigh
QINCE you are grown fucha bo]d’cjul[" .
A 'teach us all our dutyy tho” you 'will notipraé
your own, I mu/? anfwer you.—No-body wants'yo
cftate from you.'  Are you, 'who! refufe every-body"
advice, to prefcribe 2 hufband to your yfiffer 25 Xou
Jetter to Mr. Solmes is inexcufable, T b
for it before. . Your parents wi/i’ﬁn?"db# a3
they fposidd. "Your mamma has neverthelefs prevailed
2o have your going ‘to' your uncle Antony's put of
till Thurfday: Yet owns you defet'ver';wt!; that; o
any other favour'from her. L'will teceive no_mo;
your letters. ' You are toolartful for mie. o' You ia
an ingrateful and unreafonable child ! You 'will | have
your will paramount to every-body’s, - How ‘are yo

alter’d ! ' , >3is)
: Your difpleafed Uncley =~ 10k =

To be carry’d away on Thurfda --To%hq
Houfe— To the Chapel— To Solmes | How can ]
think of this |—They will make me defperate

‘ o B

' Tuefday Morn, - Bight o*Clock

T ‘mave “another letter from' Mr,"
open’d it, with the expeftation of itst
“bold and free complaints, on myjt}'o’t"iflﬁaﬁ?i' 0%
vent His two nights watching, 'in weather ‘ot '€x
«fremely ‘agreeable. "But, inftead of compliin )
¢ full_of tender concern left I may ‘hive Beén
" venitpd by indifpofition, or'by the ! OT%%?] :
“¢which’ hé “has ‘fréi]uéﬁﬁy;’caﬂ'ttéﬁ‘d‘ ) b
wie;rpca:.n_ sl 190ido ie efasvisl odd QalGUIONNN

. Hetaysy P He hid'-ﬁéeiﬁ?n‘ﬁif!’creﬁt‘m}% :
“% tering about our garden and ‘park wall; a ‘day |l
]

i
T30
2

€61 Sunday laft 5 and all Sunday-right was wane
' ¢ gbout the ccppice, and near the back-door. It

1@
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¢ and he has ‘got a great cold, attended with feverifh-
ﬁ&/ and " hoarfe, that he has almoft Ioﬂc hxs
it

vimxdlﬂ be not flame out in his letter ?-—Treatcd
as I, am: treated by 'my friends, it is dangerous for me
to <lie’ under the fenfe of an obligation to any one’s
pa@;hc@, When that perfon fuffers in health for my
fibect:‘rv

“ ¢ He had no fhelter, he fays, but under the great
8 mmrgﬁown Ivy, which fpreads wildly round the

< heads of two or three Qaklings 5 and that was foon

€ wet through.’

Xou and I, my dear, once thought -ourfelves
ohhged; to the nataral: fhade they afforded- us, in a
!'ultry day. '

I can nhelp faying, I am forry he has fuffer’d for
my fake.— But ’tis his own feeking !

“His'letter is dated laft night at cight: ¢ And in-
¢ difpofed as he is, he tells me, That he will watch
¢ till ten, in hopes of my giving him the meeting he
< fo earneftly requefts. And after that, he has a mile
¢ to walk to his horfe and fervant 3 and'four miles
¢ then' to ride to his inn.

He owns, ¢ That he has an intelligencer in our
¢ family ; who has failed him for a day or two pait :
€ And not knowing how I do, of how I may be
L u'eat%d, his anxiety is the greater.’

- Fhis circumftance gives me to guefs who this trea-
cherous man is: One %ofeph Leman: The very crea-
'ﬁl& ‘imploy’d and confided in, more than any other,
bmy‘bﬁo er.

This 'is not an honourable way of proceeding in
» Lovelace. — Did he learn this infamous practice
corrupting the fervants of other families at the

Fx'ench Court, where he refided a good while ?

" I have been often jealous of this Leman in my little

mingg and poultry-vifits : Thave thought him (doubly

~obfequious, as he was always to me) my brother’s fpy
Y, S 3 uporr

v
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a2l
upomme, and, altho’ he obhgdqﬂe '53#?) 12 , :v‘.»
out of the garden,and poultry yard, when [ cam:
into either, have wonder’d, thgt; O pg h
liberties, of .thofe kingds have not b eel} a
polibly, this man may take a Qm of bo
betray, both. , Worthy views Wa.t;t\ net. r}rl
as thefe on either fide, An honeft ;n;nc)i ‘mu
to. indignation both at the tralt.o;-make

traitor., o1 mu;‘ 3mo
?

¢ He prefes,w ith the utmoﬁ. eamefknp%
. ¢ terview,;. He would not oﬁer, he fa 8y £C %y
,$.my, laft pcrfonal comrnands? that 'é' 1
¢ endeavour to attend me again in,

< But fays, he, can give me fuch reafi)nsﬂ,f)%:%
¢ permitting, him to wait upon my fath er I
¢.as_he hopes will be approved hy me: % w
¢ help obferving, that.it is no more, ﬂut;h y
ki < own {pirit,than to his, that he, 2 man,
¢ family, fhould. be.obliged;to purfqe ﬁxcz{’
¢ defline addrefs, as wou only becom Z
. & gune-hunter. . But, if I will give my confeyna 3‘15
¢ vifiting me like'a man, and a gentl.eman,( no t
<;ment thall provoke him to forfeit hxs temp‘g‘) i<}
< His uncle will accompany hnm, A K '
. ¢ his aunt Lawrance will, ﬁr?{ make %@
¢ mamma,, or  to, m aum; ervc m
& unclc:s Jif Ichoefcylt. -And fu .&gg‘g {
fer’dy as fhall have weight. upon em. h mv
s He begs,. that 1 will not, de,ny H'g

§ e M, Solmes. By all that’s gOOd,i BT % y

syitdhall noebe with the le.aﬂ mtcnqon, e
,. L@; f\ff'em.mm 3 but on. gfgtﬁa
¢ and rationally, the con quences Y., |
.15 Flowidsomy i feuitlefs a: pcrfqvewrnc@,) ~as the ||
258 ungenelcuy fol}y af it ;. to.a n}l fo noble as m ; 7/ %
1&,§iu repeats his,0wn, refolution. to am:nai B afure, 1@
s and, Mg Morden’s amval and afl\ucﬁﬂi}% ne ﬁ
.yard of his own patienge.. * ;
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Mﬁ Clariffla Harlowe. 103

is im oﬂible, he fa s, but one of thefe me-
?1&?%'? 5 Prefence,yhe obferves, even ‘of @'dif-
R2y. et on, takes off the' édge from refentmenta
3 blr nce whets, and makeés kéen, (*7 oV
in Jd erefore moft earneftly repeats'his”impor-
}‘gbn tlgs fo the fupplicated inferview.”" Says, “He
© has bufinefs of con equence in London ¢ But canriot
ftir from the inconvenient fpot, 'where “he has for
2 fome time refided in difguifes unworthy of himfelf,
‘ unti] he can_be abfolutely certain, that T {hall ‘not
be grcvaﬂed upon, either by force or otherwife ;
'i nd until he finds me deliver'd from the'irifidlts of
Q“mxlb othet. 'Nor otight This ‘to be’an indiffefent
Pomf to one, for whofe fike, all the world’réports
¢ me to be ufed fo unworthily as T am ufed.~-But one
‘ remark, e fays, he carnot help making'y That' did
‘my fnends know the little favour T fhcw him,“‘and
the very great diftance T keep him at, they would
k‘fbgve no reafon to confine me, on his account'*" And
{‘qrwt‘ber, ‘that they themfelves' feem to think“him
mtlt]ed to a different ufage, and expe@’'that he
“¢ receives 1t, when, in truth what he ‘meets' with
3 "‘ﬂ-om me is exactly what they wifh him to meet with,
e exceptmg in the favour of the ¢orrefpondeneg Ttho-
¢ ' nour him with : upon’ which, he’fays;"he'puts the
3 h| heﬁ va]ue, “and for the fake of “which* he hes
“I%Ee lfn’ fubmitted to a thoufand’ indignities.
He' {eneWS his'profeffions ' of refonnhnon He is
\Fonvmc ’d, ‘He'fays,” that he' has alrez!ﬂy run along
3 iaﬁ&‘ aangerous ‘courfe’s and that ‘it is'high time to
K h‘infé f fetm’mnc It muft be from' proper convic-

'lkx he fays, that a perfon'who has lived too gay
‘i‘eo 2 o reclaxm, before age'or fuffermgs

dg ﬁ“h port him. 77
enerous‘fpmts, he oblerves, hate compulfion,
58 "ﬁ!ﬁs dbférvatlon he dwells; but regrets; that
“eheis mz to owe all his hopes to this compulfien;;
e this ‘njudicions compulilx“on, he juftly calls it; and

¢ none

:'3
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¢ pone to my efteem forhim., Altho’ he prefumes

¢ fome merit, In his implicit regard to my will : Int
"¢ bearing the daily indignities offer’d not only to him,

¢ but to his relations, by my brother : In the night

¢ watchings, and rifques which be runs; in all weather

¢ and which his prefent indifpofition makes him

¢ tiony or he had not debafed the noblenefs, «

« pafion for me, by fuch a felfifh inflance.’— 1 can-

not-but fay, I am forry the man is not wolfm i

Jam ah)"aid to afk you, my dear, what you would

have done, thus fituated..  But what I 2ave done, |

have done.  In a word, Lwrote, ¢ ThatI woul

¢ poflible, give him a meeting, to-morrow nig

¢ tween the hours of nine and twelve, by the iyy

< mer-houfe, or in it, or near.the. greatcafcade, at

¢ the bottom of the garden; and would unbelt the

¢ door, that he might come in by his own key.. But

< that, if I found the meeting impraéticable, or fho:

¢ change my mind, I would fignify as much by anc

¢ line; which he muft wait for until it were dark.”

Tuefday, Eleven o Clock.
I am juft return’d from depofiting my billet. How -
diligent 1s this man! It is plain he was in waiting :
For T had walked but a few paces, after I had de-
pofited it, when, my heart mifgiving me, I return’d,
to have taken it back, in order to reconfider it as
walked, and whether I fhould, or fhould not,. let it .
o: But I found it gone. . g $ogibe
In all probability, there was but a brick Mz
a few inches thick, between Mr. Lovelace and mey .
at the very time I put the letter under the brick.. .=
I am come back diffatisfy’d with myfelf. , Butl
think, my dear, there can be no harm. in. meeting
bim : If 1do not, he may take fome violent meafu:
What he knows of the treatment I meet with in mas
lice to him, and with a view to fruftrate all his hopes, ||
may make him defperate.  His behaviour Iaft time Is

Gougle E ;\ "
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“ faw him, under the difadvantages of time and place,,
+ anid farprifed as T was, gives me no apprehenfion of
” any'thing ‘but 'difcovery.  "'What he requires is not
Y unreafonable, and cannot affe my futurechoice and
determination : It is only to affure him from my own

. ﬁ&tl will ‘néver be the wife of a man I hate.
{\i hive not an opportunity to meet without hazard:
- or'detetion, he muft once more bear the difappoint=
. ment.  All' his frouble, and mine ‘too; is owing to’
il his faulty character: This, altho’ I hate tyranny and
4 arro, > in all thapes, makes me think lefs of the
rifques he'runs, and the fatigues he undergoes; than
rwife T fhould do’; ‘and fhiil lefs, as my fufferings
from the fame fource) are greater than his,
# "Betty confirms the intimation, that I muft goto
al untle’s ‘'on Thurfday. She was fent on purpofe'to

A rect ‘me to prepare ‘myfelf for going, and to help
af me to get up every thing in order to it. '
o PR e s e :

i .

"LETTER XVIL
| @Mifi Crarissa Harvows, 7o Mif Hows, .
y Yuafday, Three o’ Clock, March 28. :

# J HAVE mention’d feveral times the pertnefs of
i #= Mrs. Betty to me ; and nows having 2 little time .+
i upon’my hands, T will give you a fhort dialogue that-
ffed juft now between us: It may, perbaps, be ar;
g little relief to you from the dull fubjects with which I
g am perpetually teazing you. - , :
i - As fheattended meatdinner, fhe took notice, That
| Natare is {atisfy’d with a very little nourithment : And
g thusihe complimentally proved it : — For, Mifs, faid
4 1heyyoweut nothing ; yet never looked more charm-
y ingly in your life. : 0 R
4 _ -Asto the former part of your fpeech, Betty, faid
Y vl,.ly‘?‘bbferve»wcll s-and I have.olfen thought, when
B F.5 : 1 bave -

e : Go gle
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L. have feen how healthy the éfo en.of
ing -pear looky. and arey Wit.i!e FMP{,} «
hardly a good meal in a week, that Proyiden
kind toits-creatures, ,in this, refpect, ,as we
-othiers; -in making Much not neceflary to,
of life 3. when threg parts in four, of its creatures, if it
. were, would not know.how to obtain it. , 1t puts;m
in-mind of two proverbial fentences, Wi
! ﬁiﬂdmirable meaningl-.j:-'t 13 s -;- ke ped
- Whaty pray, . Mifs, are, they? 5;-‘:-&9‘.’1: to bear yo
. talk,. when you.are fo fedate as, you feem naw |
The one is to the purpofe we are fpeaking?
! Powerty is the. mother.of bealth: And let metelly
Betty,/if I had a better apgeti;_g,‘aj.;}g‘“&mes .
courage ity with, fo little, reft, and fo much d
and:perfecution, I don’t think I fhould beal
ferve my sreafomwisfini wenem pi bariotda ;)“ﬁ “Fogu
Fherd's mo incanvenience but has its convenience, :
- Betty, giving me proverb for proverb,, ﬁ,ﬁg;:g is.
- the ©thery Madam?. ba- o0 4o s f ok o
That the pleafures of the mighty are pbtgifg"{ ;
teay's of the poor » Itis but reafonable therefore, 1
. thinks, that the plenty of the one fhould befc 01
" diftempers ; and that the indigence of the other
be attended with that- healthy whicl make

siother difcomforts - ight - on. the. compar g‘q:%

"« hence 'a ‘third- praverb; Betty,. fince youare an ade
mirer-of provesbsy Better a bare foot P&a&.&%ﬂw;
that is to fiy, than-notto be able to. walk. Soig

She: was mightily taken with what I"\%gd =
fuid fhe, what a fine thing icholarfhip is }+—Is faid fhe,
had always, from a girl, a tafte for r ding,, tho’ it
were but in Mather &G oofes and con ::gg the. Fairies
[And then fhe. took. genteclly 2, pinch. of fnuff ]:

- Could but my patents:bave. let ga:g&f?_/}“:q;?' ulled,
I thould have been a-very bappy creatures .

Very likely, you would bave,made great nprov

ments, Betty: But as it is, I cannot fay, ‘but finic

Gougle
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Mifs Clariffa Hatlowe. 107
have. had the favour of your attendance in this intimate
der, ‘T have heard fmarter things from you, - thay
a‘ﬁ?iﬁéﬁfdaﬁttble from fome of ‘my brother’s fel-

Yéﬁ‘ ervant; déar Mifs 5 ‘ dropping me-one’of her
m”é tirteffes’s ‘S0 fine"a judge as you are l==Jt:ds
aoh “to ‘make ‘one very proud. ' Then,’ with!an-

¢ inch— I '‘cannét indeed but fay, bridling upen

‘@%ﬁaﬁ‘l’hﬁ‘ve heard famous fcholars often and often:

fay very filly things: Things I fhould'be'afthamed
Uiyfelf to fay—But I thought they did it‘out of humi-
Jify, and in'€ondefcenfion to thofe who:had ot theix

’i‘fq"h’ﬁﬂie might not be too proud; I told: her, I
“would obferve, that-the livelinefs and quicknefs fhe
* o happily difcovered in herfelf, was not'fo much an
“henour fo her, as what the owed to her Sex 5 which,,
_as I had obferved in many inftances, had great ad-
“Uyantages over the other, in all the powers thatrelated
“! €6 imagination =’ And ‘hence, Mrs. Betty, yowlh tike
_notice, as I have of late had opportunity toido,: that
* your' own talent at repartee and fmartnefs; when it
ji‘a}sﬁxom‘etﬁﬁg to work upony difplays itfelf to more ad-
*yartage, than could well be expeéted from onewhofe

&1 12
- Eiends, to fpeak’ in’ your own phrafe,. could: not let
P b p

i, 18 2

g0 fo faft'as you pullcd. . ;4
Dt"g‘ 4’?}‘@ nc'}l'l gavé m¢ a proof of  the truthof :my

" obfervation, in‘a’ manner ftill more'alert than Ihad
“Vexpedted : If, faid fhe, our fek have fo much advan—
tage in [martneft, it is the lefs to be wondered at,
“that “yau,” Mifs, ‘'who have had fuch an: education,.

;:5‘;}@“%?;&@6 all the 'men and women too, ‘that come:

~necarc RORSATERTS $ DL )

i v TZTS me, Betty, “faid I, what a proof do you give

Bk A . I : g FORENS,

Linie’ of Your Wit and-yout: courage at the fame time ¥

*"his 'is ‘outdoing ‘yourfelf: ' It would make young
Ladies lefs proud, 4nd more ‘apprehenfive, were the

“genérdlly attended by fuch fmart fervants, and their
caral i aldlii

P 5 L E6
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mouths permitted to be unlocked: upon:then, ‘as
{Z‘urs has' lately been upon me l== But, tak

rs. Betty. 3 g bas yorcilliaf £ adlke

Why, Mifs, you have eat nothing at-alts=<I hope
}'ou are not difpleafed with your dinner for ‘

have faid. Hsbrm 01 19335l ok
‘--No, Mrs. Betty, 1/ am pretty -well uléd .to your
freedoms, now, you know.— I-am: not difpleafed in
the main, to obferve, that, were the fucceflion of
modern fine Ladics to be extin&,it might' be fupplied
from thofe whom they place in the next rankito thems
felves, their chambermaids-and confidants: Yiouryoung
miftre(s has contributed a great deal ' to this quicknefs
of yours. ' She always ‘preférred your ‘company’ to
mine. As you pulled, Jbe kt go ; and fo, Mirs. Bettys
?ofl{ have gained by her converfation 'what I have
oft. ) ik ViR A
~ Why, Mifs, if 'you come’ tothat, no-body fays

better things than Mifs 'Harlowe: Ficould tell you

one, if ./ pleafed, upon imy obferving to- hery ' that
you lived of 'late wpon ‘air, -and had no ftomach te
any thing, yet looked as charmingly asevers— ' {
I dare fay, it was a very good-natured one, ‘Mrs;
Betty l=-Do you thenpleafe that I fhall hear:it ¥+
Only this, Mifs, That your flomachfulnefs bad
Swallowed up your flomach 5 ands That obftinecy was
tneaty driiik; and cloth toyou.. ' id Ha W
Ay; Mrss Betty'; and did fthe fay This ?— T-hope
the laughed when' fhe fiid it, as {he" does at all ‘heg
good things, as fhe calls them. /It was very finart,
and very witty. I with my  mind were'fo much'at
eafeyias to ain at being witty too. ' ‘But/if' you ad=

mire fuch fententious fayings, T'llthelp yourto ans

othér ;- and that iis, Encoaragement and Approbation
make people fhew talents: they were wever' fufpecicd to
“bave ; and This will do both for miftrefs and maid's
“And another I'll furnifh you with, the contrary of the

“former, -that will do only for mec; That Perfecution

Gougle
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@nd Difcouragement depref5 ingenuous mindsy and blunt
ﬁ:t@pf ligely imaginations.— And hence may my

er’s Brilliancy and my Stupidity be both accounted
for.' |Ingenuous, you. muft know, Mrs.. Betty, and

wwg are two things ; and 1 would not arrogate
e latter to myfelf. bist aved 1
sudbord, IMifs, faid -the -Foolifh, youyknow @ gi'eat
deal for your years.— Youare a very learned young,
Lady ~—What pity— '

haj of your. pitz'e:,.Mrs-Betty. I know what you’d
fay. ' But tell me, if you can, Is it refolved that

fhall be carry’d to my uncle Antony’s.on Thur{day?

11 was willing to reward myfelf for the patience'the
had made.me exercife, by gettingat what intelligence
I could from her. :

. Why,Mifs, feating herfelf at a little diftance (ex=
cufe my fitting down), with the {nuff-box tapp’d very
fmartly, the lid opened, and a pinch taken with a
dainty finger and thumb, the other three fingers di«
ftendedly bent, and with a fine flourith—1I cannot but
fayy that it is my opinion, you will certainly go on
Thurfday 3 and this nolefs folefs, as ¥ bave heard my
young Lady fay in FRENCH. .

Whether I am willing or net willing, you mean, I
fuppofe, Mrs. Betty?

-+ Xouhave it, Mifs.

Well but, Betty, I have no mind to be turned out
of .doors fo fuddenly. ' Do you think 1 could not be
permitted to tarry one week longer?

1 How can I tell; Mifs?

+ O Mirs. Betty, you can tell a great deal, if you
pleafe.. - But. here {am forbid writing to any one of
my family ; none of it now will come necar me 3
nor will any of it permit me to fee them : How fhall
I .do to' make my requeft known, to tarry here a
week or fortnight longer !

Why, Mifs, I fanfy, if you were to fhew a com-

pliable
s
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pliable temper; your friends would thew 2 com liable
one too. ~ But would you expect favours, and grant
none ? {il upy nads:

. Smartly put, Betty ! But who knmy.;W ‘what_may
be the refult of my. being carried to my un %-

tony’s ? , : VA Matls
b knows, Mifs | Why any-body will gues
what may be the refult. : ] '
As how, Betty.? i Aet
As how! repeated the pert wench, °
youwill ftand in your own }i G eh
done : And your parents, as fuch good;parents axght;
will be obeyed. - £ uordl R
If, Mirs. Betty, I had not.been ufed to your eughts,
and to have my duty laid down to me, by, your ora~
culous wifdom, I fhould be apt to ftare at the liberty
of your fpeech, , 1 ;5N
-You feem angry, Mifs. I hope I take no un-
becoming liberty, . . " od B
If thou really think’ft thou doft not, thy ignorance
is. more to be pitied, than thy pertnefs, refented, I
‘with thow’d’ft leave meto myfelge' s
When young Ladies fall out with their own duty,
it-is not much to be wondered at, that they are angry
at anysbody who do zheirs. D o SCCR
That's a very pretty faying, Mrs. Betty 1— Tee
plainly, what thy duty is in #hy notion, and am obliged
to thofe who taught it thee. Wigs syt
Every-body takes notice, Mifs, that you can fay
very. cutting words in a cool manner, and yet ngﬁig:ail

4

61 oL yer modw
, ,:_ \/\4

. names,, as 1 have known Jome gentleft Tks, as well as.

. others, do, when in a paffion.  But'l wfﬂliy?n}»gmd
_permitted “Squire Solmes to fee you;;. he }gp‘ulfciv ave

told you fuch ftories of *Squire, Lovelace, as would

have turned your heart againft-him forever. =~ o 5
And know you any of the particulars of t'hpﬁ{ fad.

ftories ? ‘?

Gougle
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““Indeed, Tdon't; but you'll hear all at your uncle
“Anitony’s, Ifuppofe'; and a'great deal miore, -perhaps,
_than you will like to hear. _ _ 0o
;,gdcé;me héar'what T will, I 'am’determined againt
"Mr. Solmes, ‘were it to coft me my life.

. If you are, Mifs, the Lord have mercy on you!
“For what with this letter of yours to "Squire Solmes,
whom they {o much value, and what with' their anti-
gﬂtby to ’gquige Lovelace, whom they hate, they will
have no patience with you.

' What will they do, Betty? They won’t kill' me?

‘w}iat'wm‘they“z)? ‘ : yroh

. Kill you! No!— But you will not be fuffered’to

Iﬁ“rifrcm ‘thence, till you have 'complied with'your

duty, And no pen and ink will be allowed you, ‘as
" hére; where they are of opinion you make ‘no’good

ufe of it : Nor would it be allowed here, only as they

“intend fo foon to fend Iou away 'to your uricle’s.” No-

“body will be permitte

to fee you, of to correfpond

with you. "' What farther will be ‘'done;” I'can’t fay ;
- and, if T'could, it may not be proper. But.you:may

_prevent it all, by One word : And I with you would,
“Mifs.”  All then would be eafy and happy. " And, if
1 may fpeak my mind; I fee not why one man is not

__as good as another: Why, efpecially, a fobet'man is
/'mot as _Fob‘d as a rake!'’ '
et |

S, “Betty, faid I, fighing, all thy impéttinence

__goes for nothing. But T'fec I am' deftined 'to be 2

“very unhappy creature. Yet will T'venture upon
‘oné requeft more to them.
i ‘Ar’:d,\ﬁ),‘ quite fick of the pert creature, and’of ‘my-

_;4"““?1';1:{',‘;:I'V'réﬁr»ed" to my clofet, 2nd wrote a few 'lints to
ol

‘my tincle Harlowe, notwithftanding his prohibition ;
Y order 't6 gét a reprieve, from being cirried away
fo foon as Thurfday nexr, if' T 'muft’go. " And "This,

*that 1 might, if comply’d with, fufpend the appoint-

ment I have made with Mr. Lovelace ; for my-heart

mifgives me, as to meeting him ; and that more ard
8 more,

. ‘ % n
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more, 1 know not why. Under the fuperfcriptiort

Oftflé’ Jetter, I wrote thefe words: ¢ Pray, dglrptSu"

¢ be pleafed to give This a reading. |0 AR
Thls is the copy Qf what I Wrdte; i A 227 oh | g

R L eay

Honoured Sirs Tuefday Afternoon.
E T me this once be heard with satience, and
¢ have my petition granted. Tt is ong‘: that T may
not be hurried away fo foon as next Tharfday.
Why fhould the poor girl be turned out of doors
fo fuddenly, fo difgracefully ? Procure for me, G
one fortnight’s refpite, In that fpace of time, T YBod
you will all relent. My mamma fhall not ‘need to
{hut her door, in apprehenfion of feeing her difgraced
child. - I will not prefume. to think of entering her
refence, or my papa’s, withaut leave. One fortnight’s
refpite is but a fmall favour for them to grant, exce
1 am to be tefufed every-thing [ afk : But it is of
« thehigheft import to my peace of mind. * Procure it
for me, therefore, dear ir, and you will exce'é'dif" ok
obli nsi ] : st
. Your dutiful, tho’ greatly afffiéted, Niece, T
CL. HARLOWEL

1-fent this down: My uncle was not gone . And
he,now flays to know the refult of the qucﬁm?ﬁﬁ
to.me in the inclofed anfwer, which he has :givm

to mine : VS e

8- SEe

OUR going to your uncle’s was abfolutely con-
. cluded upon for next Thurf{day. Nevéi‘t{" 74
your mamma, feconded by Mr. Solmes, pleaded fo
ftrongly to indulge you, that your requeft for a delay
will be comply’d with, upon one condition’; “and
whether for a fortnight, or a fhorter time, that'will
depend upon yourfelf. If you refufe this condition,
your mamma declares, fhe will give over all fur-
ther _interceflion for you, — Nor do you' deferve
this

Gougle
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this favour, as you put it upon our relenting, not your
own. .

This condition is, That you admit of a vifit' from
Mr. Solmes, for one hour, in company of your- bro-
ther, your fifter, or your uncle Antony, ‘choofe which
you will.. 0y

If you comply hét; you go next Thurfday to 2

houfe which is become fo ftrangely odious to you of

late, whether you get ready to go, or not. ~Anfwer

therefore . direltly to the point. No evafion. Name
your day and hour. Mr. Solmes will neither eat you,
nor_drink you. Let us fee, whether we are to be
comply’d with in any thing, or not. ‘
i Jounw HARLOWE.

After a very little deliberation, I refolved to confent
to this condition. All I fear is, that Mr. Lovelace’s
intelligencer may inform him of it; and that his ap-
prehenfions upon it may make him take fome defpz-
rate refolution : Efpecially as now (‘having more time

given me, here) I think to write to him to fufpend -

the interview he is poflibly fo fure of. I fent down
the following to my uncle : '

Honoured Sir,

ALtho’I fee not what end the propofcd condition

can anfwer, I comply with it. I with I could
with every thing expected of me. If I muft name
one, in whofe company I am to fee the gentleman,
and that one 7o my mamma, whofe prefence I could-
.wifh to be honoured by on the occafion, ‘let my un-
cle, if be pleafes, be the perfon.  If I muft name the
day (a long day, I doubt, will not be permitted me),
let.it be next Tuefday. The hour, four in the after-

ternoon. . The place, either the ivy-fummer-houfe, -

or in the little parlour I ufed to be permitted to call

mine,
Be pleafed, Sir, neverthele(s, to prevail upon my
' ; mamina
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~mamma to vouchfafe me her \p_‘re,,t“ e on, the occa-
cafion. | Iam, Siry. o011 s, YRS el awad

i n””.,wfﬁ'é‘%ﬁ{» . s 10
svol 1 baabat 2% L—"Hﬁ&x“s Wﬁ

A reply is juft fent me. | I thought it;became, miy
averfenefs to this  meeting,:to mame: a:diftant day :
But I did not expect they would have’ comply’d. with
it.  So here is one week gain’dt——= Thisis/ 462 o

'YOU have done well to comply. - Wé‘ai”é{ ill-
ing to think the beft of évery flight' e of
your duty. ' Yet have you'feem'd to co xgg :
“day as an evil day, and 6 put'it far of.” THiS n
vertheles is granted you, as no time need to'be'loft,
if you are as generous after the day, aswe a(qf@nde-
fcending -before it Let me advife you, not to hat-

‘den your mind ; nor take up your refolution before-
hand., Mr. Solmes has more awe, and eve 5

at the thoughts of fecing you, than yOu‘A“c.k’ij" ,:  at
. the thoughts of fecing him. ' His motiV(;'i;“ﬁ ‘&{ﬂ-
not yours be Hatred, M?l brother Antony will.
prefent, in hopes you will deferve well of him, by
behaving well to the friend of the family.” * See'y
ufe him as fuch. Your mamma had pqrmifﬁdff?oz:
there, if {he thought fit: But fays, fhe would not, for
2 thoufand pounds, unlefs you would enédurl%l :
_beforehand, as fhe wifhes to be encourag?;"._’ Onie hint I
“amto give you, mean time. Tt is this: T'o ma é if-
creet ufe oz your pen and ink. Met‘hihﬁg"ja‘% ng
creature ‘of nicenefs fhould be lefs ready'to wi
“one man, when fhe is defigned to be;#ﬁ&ﬁcﬁfgﬂ J
This compliance, I hope, will produce’ greater ;
-and then the peace of the famx!{v'wﬁf be :
“Which is what is heartily wifhed by **' “% B
e T ORI T U el 2 2408 :
P e Mangos,

- Unlefs it be to the purpofe our hearts ﬂré ‘@b it

you need not write agaitl, - . .. v!is;.ob%
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... . Mifs Clriffa Harlowe. 115
_'This man have more terror at feeing me; than Ican
bave at feeing him ! — How can that be? If he had
half as much, he would not with to fee me! — His
motive' Love!—Yes indced | Love of himfelf [— He
vknows no other |—For Love, that deferves the name,
feeks' the fatisfaction of the beloved objec, ‘more than
Jitsvown fze Weighed in 'this fcale; what 'a' profana-
tion is this‘man guilty of ! f — z
r’ha&@ts to-take up my. refolution beforehand! — 'That
i#dvigescomes $oo late | : R
o B,g L mulk make_a difirect ufe of my pen. That,
/Ird‘)!“gfﬁ asy they bave managed it, in the'fenfe they
mean ity is.as much out of my power, as thé other.
o, But_fo urite to one man, when I am defigned for
g_ut};r}f What a fhocking expreffion is That! "~
_ Repenting of my appointment with Mr. Lovelce,
fare 1 had this fayour granted mé, you may belieye
fitated not a moment about revoking it now, that
%%med fuch a refpite. Accordingly, I wrote,
Fhat I found it inconvenient to meet him, as I had
& intended : ‘That the rifque I"fhould run of a dif-
53 covery, and the milchiefs that might flow from f,t,
"Eouki not be juflificd_by any end that fuch a meet-

f".}mg‘,cqﬂd.jﬁ wer : That I found one certain fer-
),-,&nv nt more in my way, when I took my motning
| £ and evening airings, than any other : That he'knew
& not but that the perfon who might betray the fecrets
< of a family to him, might be equally watchful to oblige
¢ thafe whom he ought to_oblige ; and fo, if oppor-
¢ tunity were given him, might betray me, or him,
¢ to them :  That I had not been ufed to a conduct fo
gji ty, 25 to lay myfelf at the mercy of fervants :
¢ And was forry he had meafures to purfue, that made
¢ fteps neceflary in his own opinion, which, in mine,
< %g very, culpable, and which no end could juftify :
£ That things drawing towards a crifis between me
‘,’“,‘ia‘x&‘r’ny’ifri'ends‘, an interview could avail nothing ;
;f efpecially as the method by ‘which this correfpond-
= ¢ ence

¢
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¢ ence was carried on, was_not fui’pmﬁt&d,x and he
« could write all that was in_his mind to writez Chat
] expe&ed to be at hberty to judge of what was
¢ proper and fit upon this occafion ;, Efpecially as he
¢ might be affured, that I would fooncr choofc d&ﬂb
¢ than Mr Solmes el 1 1“);

Tuefday Nngt
I HavE depofited my letter to Mr. Lovelace.

Threatening as things look againft me, I am much
better pleafed with myfelf, than I was before. [

reckon he will be a little ‘out of humour upon it,

however, = But as 1 referved to myfelf the libérty
changing my mind ; and as it is eafy for him. to im
gine there ‘may be reafons for. it within-doorss whch
he cannot judge of without ; and I have fuggefted to
him fome of them; Ifhould think it ftrange, if he
acquiefces not, on this occafion, with a ch
which may fthew me, that his laft letter is the genuine
produ& of his heart: For if he be really fo/ much
concerned at his paft faults, as he pretends, and
for fome time pretended, muft he not, of courfe,’ hl!f
correéted, in fome degree, the impetuofity of his |
per? The firft {tep to reformation, as concelve,
to fubdue fudden gufts of paffion, - from which fre:
quently the greateil evils arife, and to learn to. bear
difappointments. If the irafcible paffions cannot
overcome, what opinion fhall one have of the perfon’s
power over thofe to which bad habxt, joined to greaier
temptation, gives ftronger force?

Pray, my dear, be fo kind, as to ma};e mqulgyk
fome fafe hand after  the dlfgulfes Mr. Lov
fumes at the inn he puts up at in the poor:
Neale, he calls it. If it be the fame I take it g h
T neyer knew it was. confiderable enougﬁ ave a
name ; nor that it has an inn in it. n}, 3

As he muft be much there, to be fo conﬁana
us, I would bg glad to have fome account of

bmtiﬁ?t :
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expect of it.”

Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 1y
haviour ; and what the people think of him. "In fuch
avtﬁg;b‘{qf't}?ne? he muft give feandal,” or hope of
feformation. Pray, ‘my’ dear; Rumour me, ;in_this
inluiry': D havé reafons for it, which you fhall be ac-
quainted with another time, if the refult of the in-
quiry difcover them not, i

Lyt de Bk e Lot B R X IX
o Mifi CLaRrIssA Hartowe, To Mifi Howr."

S o 4o Wednefday Morning,' Nine o’ Cloch:
I AMjuft réturn’d from my 'motnitg walk, ind
*already have ‘reccived a letter from My Lovélace
in anfwer to mine depdfited laft night. He muft Have
had pen, ink, and papér, with him ;' for it Was Writ-
ten 'in the coppice ; with this circumftarice’y "On one
cnee, kneeling with the other. Not from réverence
to' the written-to, however, 45 yow’ll'find. il
S-Well'are we inftructed early to keep this' fex 'at a
diftance. *An undefigning open ‘heart, where it' is

Joth' to' difoblige, is~ eafily  drawn in, T fee, to

oblige more ‘than ever it de igned. It is"too apt to
‘govern itfelf bl‘y what 2" bold fpirit is encouraged to

t is very difficult ‘for a'good natured
younhg perfon to give a négative where it difefteems
Aot ol R

# "One’s heart may hirden and contract] as one’ gaing
_experience, “dnd ‘when we have fmarted perhaps for
_our eafy folly : And fo it sught, or it would be upon

¥ery unequal terms with the world.

"Exeufe thefc grave refle@tions. This ian has vex’d

}Pe«i&arﬁ]y I fee his gentlenefs was 47t ; fiercenefs,
a temper like ' what T have been tog much ufed to

“at -home;’ are #dtare in him. In the mind I am in,

nothing fhall ever make ‘me for tve him, fince there

¢an be 1o good’ rezfon for his impatience on an ex-

péﬁ?i}.ion given with referve, - and abfolutely revo-~
3 e cable.
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cables—J fo. much to_fuffer thro’ him ; yet, to
treated as if I were obliged fo bear mf&lcti!ﬁ'@x
But here you will be pleafed to r “lua’
which 1 fhall inclofee s i Sneds ot kA
soLiLl )\:jmm % :;':‘QA, ;;“_’;uql N;‘

“To Mifs CLARISSA BAE&{LQWWEQ‘;L suilgr

Good God ! Lachy wredkd ot 'h,
HAT is' now. to become of -me !~ How fhall T.
Y. fupport this difappointment | — No new ¥
—On one knee, kneeling with the other, 1 write 1—,
My feet benumbed with midnight wanderings, thro’.
¢he heavieft dews, that, ever, fell; My.wig.and my
linen dripping with the hoar-froft diffolving on them!.
—Day  but juft breaking—Sun not rifen to exbale—-
May it never rife again I-—Unlefs it bring healing and,
comfort to a benighted foul ! = In proportion. to the
joy you had infpired (ever lovely promifer.!), in fuch:
proportion is my: ifh ! P e gl
And are things drawing towards a crifis between your:
friends and you £ — Is not this a reafon for.me t0.€X~
pe&, the rather to expe&, the promifed interview ?
Can I write all that is in-my mind, {ay youi=.
Tmpoffible |— Not the hundredth part of what is in.
my mind, and in my apprehenfion, can I warite ! [ ¢
O the wavering, - the. changeable fex ! — But, can,
Mifs (Clariffa Harlowe— ;.1 .- b viAcolame
Forgive me, Madam 1—1T know not what I vﬁ“igg,’_&
—Yet, I muft, Ido, infift upon your‘_prom';.fq‘-‘.;.qt,
that you will condefcend to find better excufes for the
failure— Or convince me,  that ftronger reafons ‘
impofed upon you, than thofe you offer—A e
once given; upon deliberation given | — the promife-ed
only can difpenfe with 3.~ oz fome very apparent nes
ceflity impofed upon the promife-er, which leaves no
wer to perform it. . snis Seeans |
The firft promife you ever made mel. L;{é,&*é E

Go gle
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th, ‘perhaps, depending upon it — My heart de-
7 P& ‘ g up 4

" fponding from the barbarous methods refolved to be

‘with you, "in malice to me ! :
You would fooner choofe death than Solmes (How my
foul fpurns the competition !) O my beloved creature,
what are thefe but words ! — Whofe words ?— Sweet
and ever-adorable—W hat ?——Promife-breaker—muft

I call you?— How fhall I believe the afleveration

- =
=

= OB RIS |mSTR e B S Baamoea v 8-
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AR

: gourifuppdfed Duty in the queftion! Perfecution fo

ming I' Hatred to me o ftrongly avow’d ) after
this inftance of your fo lightly difpenfing with your
If, ‘niy deareft life! you ‘would -prevent: my: dif-
tration, ‘or, at leaft diftrated confequences,: renew
the “promifed hope ! — My fate is indeed upon its

“Forgive me'; deareft creature, forgive me!-=I
FnoW% have written in too ‘much anguifh of mind !
—Writing this, in the fame moment' that the juft-

‘ dmiﬁgiig}w‘ has' imparted  to” me the heavy ' dif-

yointment !
dare not re-perufe what I have written. —I mu/?
depofite it— It may ferve to fhew you my diftradted
apprehenfions, ‘that This difappointment is but a pre=
iude to'the greateft of All.— Nor, having hére, any
other paper, am I able to write again, if I would, on
this gloomy fpot. Gloomy is my foul; and all na-
ture round me partakes'of my gloom = I'truft it,
therefore, to your goodnefs! If its fervor excites your
difpleafure, rather than' your pity, you wrong my
paffion ;‘and T fhall be ready to apprehend, that I am
‘intended to be'the facrifice’ of more mifereants than
one I-“Have ‘patience with me, deareft creature | —I
mean'Solmes, and your Brother only—But, if, exert-
ing “your ufual’ generofity, you will excufe and e~
appoint, may That God, whom you profefs to ferve,
Mbo is the God of Truth and of Promifes, proteét
L a
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and blefs you, for both; ahd for refloring to Hims
felf, and to Hope, #1

. Your ever-adoringy yet
Ivy-Cavern in the almgft defponding .

Coppice—day but B
juft breaking. ~ Loverace!

This is the Anfwer I foall return. <8
Wednefday Mﬁ-#ig.

I AM amazed, Sir, at the frecdom of your fe=

proaches. Prefled and teazed, againft convenience
and inclination, to. gjve you a private meeting, am
I to be thus challeng’d and upbraided, and m Sex
refleGed upon, becaufe I thought it prudent to chang
my mind }— A liberty I had referved to myfelf, wh
1 made the appointment, as you call it. 1 wanted
inftances of your impatient fpirit to other - people
yet may it be happy for me, that I have this new |
one; which fhews, that youcan as little fpare e,

when I purfue the diftates of my own reafon, as )
do others, for adting up to theirs. Two motives you
muft be governed by in this excefs. The one my
eafinefs 3 the other your own prefumption. Since you
think you have found out the firft, and have fhewn
{o much of the /aff upon it, I am too much alarmed,
not to with and defire, that your letter of this day |
‘may conclude all the trouble you' have had from, er

for,

?

Your humble Servant, ,
Cr. HARLOWE:

I pELIEVE, my deary I may promife myfelf your
-approbation, whenever 1 write or fpeak with fpmfg'h

it to whom it will. Indeed, I find but too much rea-
fon to exert it, fince I have to deal with peopleyga
meafure their condu& to me, not by what is | or
decent, right or wrong, but by what they ink m

Gougle
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M;ifs. Clariffa Harlowe. 127
temper will bear. I have, till very lately, been praifed
for mine; but it has always been by thofe who never
gave me opportunity to return the compliment te
themfelves : . Some people have atted, as if they
thought forbearance on one fide abfolutely neceflary
for them and me, to be upon good terms together 3
and in this cafe have ever taken care rather to owe
that obligation than to /ay it. You have hinted to
me, that refentment is not natural to my temper, and
that therefore it muft foon fubfide. . It may be fo,
with refpe& to my relations : But not te Mr, Love-
lace, Iaflure you, -

. . Wednefday Noony, March 29.

- WE cannot always anfwer for what we can do:
ut to convince you, that I can keep my above re-
lution, with regard to This Lovelace, angry as my

letter is, and three hours as it is fince it was written,

1 affure you, that I repent it not, nor will foften it,

~altho’ I find it is not taken away. And yet I hardly
ever before did any-thing in anger, ‘that1 did not re-
pent in half an hour ; and queftion myfelf in /5 thar
~ that time, whether I was right or wrong,.

An this refpite till Tuefday, I have a little time to
look about me, as I may fay, and confider of what I
bave to do, and can do. And Mr. Lovelace’s in-

~ folence will make me go very home with myfelf. Not
that I think I can conquer my averfion to Mr. Solmes.
Iam fure I cannot. But, if I abfolutely break with
Mir. Lovelace, and give my friends convincing proofs
_of it, who knows but they will reftore me to their
favour, and let their views in relation to the other
~man go off by degrees ! — Or, at leaft, that I may

~ be fafe till my coufin Morden arrives: To whom, I

~ think, Iwillwrite; and the rather, as. Mr. Lovelace
has affured me, that my friends have written to him
to make good their fide of the queftion.

~ But, with all my courage, Iam exceedingly ap-

. Vou IL G prehenfive
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prchenfive about Tuefday next, and about what may-
refult from my ftedfaftnefs ; for ftedfaft I am furef |
thall be. They are refolved, I am told, to every
seans to induce me to comply with what t y arg |
determin’d uwpon. I am refolved to do the ltk’e, to |
avoid what they would force me to do, A dreadful |,
contention between parents and child }— Each hope- |,
ing to leave the other without excufe, whatever the |,
confequence may be. : _ ;
What can 1 do? Advife me, my dear ! Something |,
|
E
k
;

ﬂ'ran%ely wrong fomewhere! to make parents, the
moft indulgent till now, feem cruel in a child’s eye;
and a Jaughter, till within thefe few weeks, thought
unexceéptionably dutiful, appear, in their judgment,
a- rebel | = O my ambitious and violent brother ! —
What may he have to anfwer for to both!— . =

Be pleaied to remember, my dear, that your laft X
favour was dated on Saturday, This is Wednefdty !
And none of mine have been taken away fince.
Don’t let me want your advice. My fituation is ex-
tremely difficult.—But I am fure you love me ftill:
And not the lefs on that account, Adxeu, my be-
loved friend,

—

Cx.. HARLOWE. :

T ——

LET L. ER - 2%
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLARIssA HARLOWE.

-
N - N . AR

Thur[day Morning, Day-break, March 30.

AN accident has occafioned my remifiefs, as, till

you know it, you may juftly think my filence.
My mamma was fent for on Sunday night, with
the utmoft earneftnefs, by her coufin Larkin, whom
I mentioned in one of my former. il
‘This poor woman was always afraid of:
was oie of thofec weak perfons who imagine that th
-making

e PRE e el e amy  f
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 133
maling of their Will muft be an undoubted fore-
runner of it.

She had dlways faid, when urged to the neceflury

‘work, That whenever the made it, the {hould not

live long after; and, one would think, imagined fhe
was under an obligation to prove her words: For,
tho’ fhe had been long bed-rid, and wezs, ‘in a man-
ner, worn out before, yet the thought herfelf better,
till the was perfuaded to make it: And from' that
moment, remembering what fhe ufed to’ prognofticate
{her fears helping on what fbe feared, as is often the
-cafe, particularly in the Small-Pox), grew worfe; and
had it in herhead once to burn her Will, in hopes to
:grow better ‘upon it.

- She fent my mamma word, That the Do®ors had
‘given her over : But that the could not die till fhe
faw her. I told my mamma, Thatif the wifh’d her
-a chance for recovery, the thould not, for ¢bat reafon,
go.  But go fhe would; and, what was worfe,
would make me go with her; and that, at an hour’s
‘warning [Had there been more: time for argumenta-

“tion, to be fure I had not gone ! for fhe faid nothing

of it to me, till fhe was rifing in the morning early,
wefolving to return at night. So that there was a kind
of neceflity, that my preparation to obey her, thould,
in a manner, accompany her command.—A com-
mand fo much out of the way, on fuch a folemn oc-
«cafion ! And this I reprefented—But to no purpofe :
~—There never was fuch a contradiéting girl in the
world— Ay wifdom always made her a fool |— But
the would be obliged #his time, proper or improper.
I'have but one way of accounting for this fudden
whim of my mamma—She had a mind to accept of
Mr. Hickman’s offer to efcorte her : — And I verily
believe [I with T were quite fure of it] had a mind to

~ oblige him with my company— as far as I know, to

keep me out of worfe.
For, would you believe it ? = As fure as you are
£ ‘ (SalT alive,
.
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alive, fhe is afraid for her favourite Hickman, bes
«caufe of the long vifit your Lovelace, tho® fo much
by accident, made me in her abfence, laft time fhe
was at the fame place. I hope, my dear, you'are-
not jealous too. ~But, indeed, I now and then, when
fhe teazes me with praifes which Hickman cannot
deferve, in return, fall to praifing thofe qualities and
perfonalities in Lovelace, which the other never will
have. Indeed I do love to teaze a little bit, that
I do.— My mamma’s girl ! — ] had like to have.
faid. , :
~ As you know fhe is as paflionate, as I am pert,
you will not wonder to be told, that we generally
fall out on thefe occafions: She flies from me, at the
long run: It would be undutiful in me to leave
her fir/t — And then I get an opportunity to purfue
our correfpondence. f
For, now I am rambling, let me tell you, that fhe
does not much favour that 3 — for two reafons, I be-

lieve ; One, that 1 don’t fhew her all that pafles be-

tween us; the other, That fhe thinks I harden yt
mind againft your duty, as itis called ;*and with bery
for a reafon at home, as I have hinted more than
once, parents cannot do wrong ; children cannot op-
pofe, and be right. This obliges me now-and-then
to f?eal an houry as I may fay, and not let her know
how I am employ’d. ' - 1
You may guefs from what I have written, how
averf(e I was to comply with'this ftretch-of motherly
authority, made fo much againft rhyme and reafon.

— But it came to be a #¢/? of duty; fo 1 was obliged
to yield, tho’ with a full perfuafion of being in the

right.

I have always your reproofs upon thefe occafions :
In your late letters ftronger than ever. A good rea-
fon why, you'll fay, Becaufe more deferved than ever.
1 thank you kindly for your correction. 1

make cor-retion of it = But let me tell you#?@ai;_

Go gle
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe, 13§
your ﬁi-ipesg whether deferved or not, have made me
fenfible deeper than the fkin — But of this another
time. i
It was Monday afterncon before ‘we' reached the
old gentlewoman’s.. That fiddling, parading fellow,:
you know who I'mean, made us wait for him twa
hours (and I'to go a journey I difliked !) only for the
fake of having a little more tawdry upon his houfings '
which he had hurry’d his faddler to put on, to'make’

+him look fine, being to efcorte his dear Madam Howe,

and her fair daughter.— I told him,- that I fuppofed
he was afraid, that the double folemnity in‘the cafe,-
that.of the-vifit ‘to a dying woman, and that of his
Own countenance, would give him-the appearance of
a0 undertaker ;. to avoid which, he ran into as bad:
an extreme, and- I doubted would be taken for a
mountebant. - ;

. The man was-confounded. He took it as ftrongly,-
asif his.confcience gave affent to the juftice of the
remark.— Otherwife, he would have borne it better:
For he is ufed enough to this fort'of treatment. - I

thought he would have cry’d. I 'have heretofore ob--

ferved, - that-on this fide of  the contraét, he féems to’
be a mighty meek fort of creature,— And tho’ I.
fhould like’it in him hereafter, perhaps,- yet T can’t
help defpifing him a little in my heart for it wow. T
believe, my dear, we all love your bluftering fellows
beft ; could we but direé the blufter; and bid it roar'
when, and at whom, we pleafed. : '
.. The poor man looked at my mamma, - She was
fo angry [ My airs upon it, and my oppofition to the?
journey, having all helped], -that for half the'way fhe
would not fpeak to me. . And when fhe did, it wasj’
L wifh I-had not brought you |—You know not what:
it is to condefcend. It is my fault, not Mr. Hick-
man’s, that you are here, fo much againft your will:
—Have you no eyes for this fide of the chariot ?
~+And then he far’d the better from ber, as he always:
Az G 3 does,
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does, for faring worfe from me :- For there-was, how
do you now, Sir? And how do you news Mr. Hick-
man ! as he ambled now on this fide of the charioty
now on that; ftealing a primlook at-mé; <her head
half out of the chariot, kindly fmiling as'if marry’d
to the man but.a fostnight herfelf:  While:T always
faw {omething to divert myfelf, on the fide of the
chariot- where the honeft man was not, were it but
old Robin at a diftance, on his Roan: Keffel- :
Our courtfhip-days, they fay, are our beft days.
Favour deftroys courtfhip. = Diftance increafes ‘it..
Its eflence is diftance.  And to fee how familiar thefe
nten=wretches grow upon a fmile, what anawe they
are ftruck into. when one frowns! Whe would not
make them ftand off ? Who would not enjoy a powers:
that is to-be fo fhort-lived ? : - -
Deon’t chide me one bit for this, my dear. It is
in nature,~ I can’t help it: Nay, for that matter, I
love it, and wifh not to help it. So fpare your gra-
vity, I befecch you on this fubject. 1 fetnot up for
a perfect charaéter. - The man will bear it. And what
need you care ? My mamma over-balances all he fuf-
fers: And if he thinks himfelf unhappy, he ought
never to be otherwife. %) -
Then, did he not deferve a fit of the fullens, think
you,- to make us lofe our dinner, for his parade, fince
1 fo fhort a journey one would net bait; and lofe the
opportunity of coming back' that night, - had the old
gentlewoman’s condition permitted it 2 To fay no=
thing of being the caufe, that my mamma was in the
glout. with her poor daughter all the way. .« = =
At our alighting I gave him another dab ; but it
was'but a little one.  Yet the .manner, and the air;
made up (as I intended they fhould) for that defe&.

My mamma’s hand was kindly put into his, v;z:t
dow:

fimpering altogether bridal ; and with another,

do you now, Sir? — All his plump mufcles’ were in"

motion, and a double charge of care and obfeqhiq‘ﬁ
n »
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 12%
siefs fidgetted up his whole form, when he offer’d to
me his officious palm. My mamma, when I was 2
girl, always bid me hold up my head. I juft then
remember’d her commands, and was dutiful : T ne-"
wer held up my head fo high. With an averted fu-

reilious eye; and a rejeting hand, half-flourithing—
J have no need of help, Sir!—You are in my way.

He ran back, as if on wheels ; with a face excef~
fively mortify’d : Ihad thoughts elfe to have follow’d
the too gentle touch, with a declaration, that I had
as many hands and feet as himfelf: But this would
have been telling him a piece of news, as to the latter,
that I hope, he had not the prefumption to guefs at.

XL P

‘W found the poor woman, as we thought, at the
laft gafp.. Had we come fooner, we could not have
ot away, as we intended, that night. You fee I am
or excufing the man all I can; and yet, I affure you,
T have not fo much as a conditional liting to i,
My mamma fat up moft part of the night, expecting
every hour would have been her poor coufin’s laft.
I bore her company till two. ‘

T neyer faw the approaches of death in 2 grown
perfon before ; and was extremely fhack’d. ' Death,
to one in health, is a very terrible thing. We pity
t_he.perf,bn_ for what /be faffers : And we pity our-
felves for what we muft fome time hence, in like fort,
fuffer ; and fo are doubly affeSted. i 3

She beld out till Tuefday merning, cleven; and
having told my mamma, that fhe had left her an exc-
cutrix, and her and me rings and nourning ; we
were employ’d all that day, in matters of the Willy
[By which my coufin Jenny Fynnett is handfomelj
’g;ov‘ided fog]; {o that it wasWednefday morning carly,

fore we fet out en our return. K
- It is true, we got home (having no houfings te

| ﬂny for) by noon: But ého* I fent Robin away be-

4 fore
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fore he alitt ; and he brought me back a wholegachg
down to the fame Wedne%:lay noon ; yet was I really
{o fatigued (and thock’d, as I muft own, at the hard
death of the old gentlewoman) ; my mamma likewife
[who has no reafon to diflike this world] being in~
difpofed from the fame occafion ; that I could not fet
about writing, time enough, for Robin’s return that
night. ; AR
But having recruited my {pirits, my mamma hav-
ing alfo had a good night, I arofe with the dawn, to
write this, and get it difpatched time enough for your
breakfaft-airing ; that your fufpenfe may be as fhort
as pofable. ‘

I wire foon follow This with another. I will
employ a perfon dire@tly to find -out how Lovelace
behaves himfelf at his inn. . Such a bufy fpirit muft
be traceable. : & 53

But, perhaps, my dear, you are indifferent now

zbout him, or his employments ; for tbis'rle\?ueﬁ.wa{s-

made before he mortally offended m_ everthe-
lefs, I will have inquiry made.
very probable, will be of ufe to confirm you in your

prefent unforgiving temper. — And yet, if the poar

man_[Shall I pity him for you, my dear ?] fhould be

depriv’d of the greateft blefling any man on earth can
receive, and which he has the prefumption, with fo little
merit, to afpire to; he will have run great rifques;
caught great colds ; hazarded fevers; fuftained the

higheft indignities ; brav’d the inclemencies of fkies,

and all for—nothing ! — Will not this move your ge-
nerofity (if nothing elfe) in his favour ? — Poor Mr,
Lovelace I— : .
I would occafion no throb; nor half-throb; no
flath of fenfibility, like lightning darting in, and as
foon fupprefs’d, by a difcretion that no one of the
Sex ever before could give fuch an example of —.
W
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M;fs Clarifia Harlowe. ' 129

would not, 1 fay ; and yet, for a trial of you to your-
Jelfs rather than as an impertinent overflow of raillery
in your friend, as money-takers try a fufpected
Fum' ca by the found, let me, on fucha fuppoﬁ;an?
ound you, by repeating, Poor Mr. Lovelace! — .

And now, my dear, how is it with you? How'do -
you now, as my mamma fays to Mr. Hickman, .
when her pert daughter has made him look for-
rowful !

SLE T T ER G X flsisan
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLARIssA HARLOWE: °

Thurfday Morning. -
I;Will‘ now take fome notice of your laft favour. -
b'_cl;ut being fo far behind-hand with you, muft be
rief, :
In the firft place, as to your reproofs, thus fhall I
difcharge myfelf of that part of my fubjeét: Is it
likely, think you, that I fhould avoid deferving them. -
now-and-then, occafionally, when I admire the man-,
ner in which' you give me your rebukes, and love you, -
the better for them ? And when you are fo well i5=
titled t n%‘ive‘ them? For what faults can you poflibly,’
have, unlefs your relations are fo kind 23 to find you,
a few to keep ‘their many in countenance } — But,,-
"hey are as kind to ‘me in This, as to you; for I,
may venture to affirm, That any one who fhould .-
read your letters, and would fay, you were right, :
would not, on reading mine, condemn me for be~.-
ing guite wrong. ke
our refolution, not to leave your father’s houfe, -
is- right — if you can ftay in i, and avoid being
Solmes’s wife. _ » «af
I think you anfwer’d Solmes’s letter, as I fhould
have anfwer’d it.—Will you not compliment me and.
yourfelf at once ; by faying, that 7%a¢ wasright ?
: ' e e You'
s
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130 “The Hrstoxy of :
«You have, in your letters to your uncle, an’&(ﬁe |
, zefty done all that you ought to do. ' You are wholly |
guiltlefs of the confequence, be it what it will. = To
offer to give up your eftate | — That woald not I
have done!— %ou fee, this offer ftagger’d thems
They took time to confider of it: Thiy made my
hedrt ake in the time they took : I was afraid tinney‘
would have taken you at yourword : And fo, but
for thame, and for fear of Lovelace, I dare fay, they
would.—You are too noble by half for them. This,
I repeat, is an offer-I would net have made. Let me
beg of you, my dear, never to repeat the temptation
to them. S 7
I freely-own to you, that their ufage of you upon it, |
and Lovelace’s different behavious in his letter received :
it 'the famé time, would have made me his, paft re= ||
demption.” ' Fhe duce take the man, I was %‘oiﬁgp E

fay, for not having had fo much r_eggrd to »;g“o':
rAfldr and miorals, as would have intirely juflif’d |
fichvafiep in a Clariffa. Harlowe, perfecuted as theis! |
‘T 'worider 'riot at your appointment with him. T ||
may further touch upon fome part of this fubjet by- |,
and-by. : : WReE -t gee 9
‘Priy, pray, T praj you now, my deareft friend,. |

contrive to fend your Betty Barnes to me ! ,JD'Ot‘i
the [Coveatry-a& extend ‘to womens CHOW Y& T
“Thé leaft I would doy thould be, to fend ﬁei,ﬁyjﬁe? l
awell foufed in, and dragged thro’, our deepeft ‘hmi‘"{z-' |
‘pond.  I'll engage, if'l get her hither, that fbe'fhall |
|
|
|

“keep the anniverfary of her deliverance as long as fhe
"Kv—ﬂ‘.f“" N N i s )4 ."' y 4 3o : b . 'AA..i“
1 wonder not at Lovelace’s faucy anfwer, fauey
“as it really 1s. " If he Toves you'as“he ought, héfni:;ig:
‘bevex’d at fo great a difappointment. The man'm .
“ Have been 4 deteftable hypoerite, I think, had he not
“4hewn his vexation, Your expeftations of fuch a-
“Chriftian command of temper in him, in a difag
pointment of this nature cfpecially; at¢ too early,
‘ o y « %
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almoft half a century, in a man of his conftitution.
But, neverthelefs, I am very far from blaming yau
for your refentment.

I fhall be all impatience to know how this matter
ends between you and him. But a few dnches of
brick-wall between you fo lately 5 and new. fuch
mountains | — And you think to held it !— May
be fo l—

You fee the temper he thew’d in his preceding
Jletter was not nagtural to him, you fay. And did

ou before think it was 2 Infolent creepers and in-
finuators ! Inch-allow’d, ell-taking incroachers l—
This very Hickman, I make no doubt, will be as
faucy as your Lovelace, if evey he dare. He has
not half the arrogant bravery of the other, and cin
better hide his -horns ; that’s-all.. But whenever he
Jhas the power, depend upon it, he will ast at one
as valiantly as the other.

If ever {{hould be perfuaded to have him, I fhall
watch how the imperative Husband comes apon him;
bow the obfequious Laver goes off'; in fhort, how he
afcends, and how I defcend, in the matrimonial wheel,
never to take my turn again, but by fits and flarts,
ii,ke the feeble firuggles of a finking ftate for i s dying.
iberty. : :
- ANl good-natured men are paffionate, fays Mr. Love-.
Jace. A pretty plea to a beloved objeét in the pleni-
tude of her power ! As much as to fay, Greatly as
. I value you, Madam, I will not take pains to curb
my paffions to oblige {iou.— Methinks, I fhould be

ickman fuch a plea for good-

nature as this!
_ Indeed; we are too apt to make allowances for
Nuch tempers as ecerly indulgence has made uncon-
troulable; and therefore habitually evil. But if a
boiftrous temper, when under ebligation, is to . be
thus allowed for, what, when the tables are turned,
will it expe&t? You knova‘a husband, who, I fan}t];y,
6 AT
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had fome of thefe early allowances made for him:
And you fee, that neither himfelf, nor any-body elfs
is the happier for it ! ' A

The fuiting of the tempers of two perfons who ate
to come together, is a great matter : And yet there
thould be boundaries fixed between them, by confent,
as it were, beyond which neither fthould go: And
each fhould hold the other to it; or there would pro-
bably be incroachments in both. If the boundaries of
the );'hree Eftates that conftitute our Political Union
were not known, and occafionally afferted, . what
would become of each? The two branches of the
Legiflature would incroach upon each other ; and the
"Executive power would fwallow up both.

If two perfons of difcretion, youw’ll fay,-come to-
ther— :

‘Ay, my dear, that’s true: But, if none but per~
fons'of difcretion were to marry— And would it not

furprife you if I were to advance, that the perfons of -
difcretion are generally fingle ?— Such perfons are apt.

to confider too much, to refolve.—Are not you and
I complimented as fuch?— And would either of us
marry, if the fellows, and our friends, would let us
alone? ik
But to the former point ;—Had Lovelace made his
addrefles to me ( unlefs, indeed, I had been taken
with a liking for him more than conditional), T would

have forbid him, upon the firft paffionate inftance of

his good-nature, as he calls it, ever to fee me more :
¢ Thou muft bear with me, honett friend, might I
¢ have faid (had I condefcended to fay any thing to
¢ him), an hundred times more than This :—Begone,
¢ therefore ;— I bear with no paffions that are predo-
¢ minant to That'thou haft pretended for me.’ Z

But to one of your mild and gentle temper, it
would be all one, were you marry’d, whether the

man be a Lovelace or a Hickman in’his fpirit.— You -

- are {o obediently principlcd, that perhaps you would
: 1 ya ' -~ have
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 133

+ have told 2 mild man, that he muft not infreat, but

command; and that it was beneath him not to exa&t
from you the obedience you had fo folemnly vow’d
to him at the altar.— I know of old, my dear, your
meek regard to that little piddling part of the mar<
riage-vow, which fome prerogative-monger foifted

~into the office, to make That a duty, which he knew"

was not a right.

Qur way of training-up, you fay, makes us_need
the protection of the brave : Very true: And how ex-
tremely brave and gallant is it, that this brave man
will free us from all infults, but Thofe which will go
neareft to us; that is to fay, His own! RIS

How artfully has Lovelace, in the abftraét you’
give mie of one of his letters, calculated to your me-
ridian ; Generous fpirits bate compulfion !— He is cer~
tainly a deeper creature by much than once we thought
him. He knows, as you intimate, that his own wild
pranks cannot be concealed ; and fo owns juft enough
to palliate (becaufe it teaches you not to be. furprifed
at) any new one, that may come to your ears’; and
then, truly, he is (however faulty) a mighty 7uge-
nuous man; and by no means an bypocrite: A chas
raéter, when found out, the moft odious of all others,*
to our [ex, in the other; were it only becaufe it
teaches us to doubt the juftice of the praifes fuch a
man gives us, when we are willing to believe them ™
to be our due. 4 :

By means of this fuppofed ingenuity, Lovelace ob-
tains a praife, inftead of a merited difpraife; and, like
an abfolved confeffionaire, wipes off, as he goes along,

_one fcore, to begin another : For an eye favourable'to

him will not magnify his faults ; nor will a woman,
willing to hope the befi, forbear to impute to ill-will
and prejudice all that charity can make fo imputable.
And if fhe even give credit to fuch of the unfavour- *
able imputations, as may be too flagrant to be doubt=""
ed; fhe will be very apt to take in the futurév/;;}?;
, ‘ whic
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which he inculcates, and which to queftion would be
to queftion her own power, and perhaps merit: And
thus may a woman be inclined to make a ffight, or
even a_fancied, virtue atone for the moft glarrzg vice.

I have a reafon, a new one, for this preachment
upon a text you have given me. But, till I am better
inform’d, I will not explain myfelf. = If it come out,

as I fhrewdly fufpeét it will, the man, my dear, isa-

devil ; and you muft rather think of —— I proteft I
had like to have faid—Sao/mes, than him. .

But let This be as it will, fhall I tell you, how,
after all his offences, he may creep in with you again?

I will— Thus then : It is but to claim for him-
felf the good-natur’d charaéter : And This, granted,
will blot out the fault of paffionate infolence : And fo
he will have nothing to do, but This hour to aceu-
ftom you to infult; the Next, to bring you to fﬁ;g'i;e
him, ‘upon his fubmifion; The confecﬁxence will be,
that he will, by this fee-faw teazing, break your re-
fentment all to pieces: And then, a little more of the
infult, and a little Zfs of the fubmiffion, on his part,
will go down, till nothing elfe but the fr/# will be
feen, and not a bit of the fecond : You will then be
afraid to provoke fo offenfive a fpirit ; and at laft will
be brought fo preitily, and fo audibly, to pronounce
the litde reptile word OBEY, that it will de one’s
heart good to hear you. The Mufeovite wife takes
place of the managed miftrefs.— And, if you doubt
the progreffion, be pleafed, my dear, to take your
mamma’s judgment upon it.

But no more of This juft now. = Your fory is be-
come too arduous to dwell upon thefe fort of topjcs.
Aad yet this is but an affef?ed levity with me. pﬂdy

heart, as I have heretofore faid, is a fincere fharer in -

all your diftrefles. My funthine darts but thro’ a
drizly cloud. My eye, were you to fee it, when it
feems to you fo gladden’d, as you mention in a for-

met, is more than ready to overflow, even at the

%,
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 13§
paffages, perhaps, upon which you impute to
me the qﬂ'bnd? of exultation. '
 But now the unheard of cruclty and perverfencs
of fome of your friends [ Relations, I thould fay 5 I am
always blundering thus I7; the a5 ftrange determined-
nefs of others ; your prefent quarrel with Lovelace
and your approaching interview with Solmes, from
which you are right toapprehend a great deal ; are
fuch confiderable circumftances in your ftory, that it
is fit they fhould ingrofs all my attention.
. You afk me fo advife you how to behave uporr
Solmes’s vifit. ' 1 cannot for my life. T know they
expe® a great deal from it: You had not elfe had
our long day comply’d with. = All I will fay is, That
if Solmes cannot be prevailed for, now, that Love-
lace has'fo much offénded you, he neyer will. 'When
the interview is over, T doubt not but that I fhall
have reafon to ‘fdy, that All you did, that All you
faid, was right, and could not be better: Yet, if [
dor’t think fo, I won’t fay fo ; that I promife you.
" Only, let'me advife you, to pull up a fyirit, evenf
to your uncle, if there be occafion. = Refent the vile
and’ foolifh treatment you meet with, in which he
has taken fo large a fhare, and make him atham’d of
if, if ‘you ‘can. ' L
1 know not, upon recolle&ion, but This itterviews
may bea good thing for you, however defign’d. - For
when Solmes fees (if that is to-4e fo), that it is im-
‘poffible he fthould fucceed with you ; and your rela-
tions fee it too ; the one muft, I think, recede, and
the other come to terms with you ; upon offers, that
it js my-opinion; ‘will go hard énough with you to
cq:xhply ‘with ; when the /il harder are difpenfed
with, - x :
There are feveral paffages in your laft letters, fas
well as in your former, which authorize me to f
This.  But it would be unfeafonable to touch-this.
fubjeét further juft now. ' P PR
S TR

Buty
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. But, upon the whole, I have no patience to f
you thus made the {port of your brother’s and fifte
cruelty : For what, after ‘fo much fteadinefs on your
part, in fo many trials, can be their hope? =

I approve of your intention to fend out of tﬁ&
reach all the letters and papers you would not have
them fee. Methinks, .I would wifh you to depofite
likewife a parcel of cloaths, linen, &c. before our
interview with Solmes ;. left you fhould not have an

opportunity for it afterwards. Robin. fhall fetch it

away on the firft orders, by day or by night.

I am in hopes to procure from my mamma, if

things come to. extremity, leave for you to: be. Pri=-
vately with-us. . it

I will condition to.be good-humour’d, and even~
&ind, to HER favourite, if the will théw me an in-.-
dulgence, that fhall make me ferviceable to MiNE. -
It has been a good while in my head. . But-I cannot
promife that I fhall fucceed in it.: i

Don’t abfolutely defpair, however,'my.dcar.' Your -
quarrel with Lovelace may be a help to'it. - And the -
offers you made, in your anfwer to youruncle Har~:
lowe’s letter of Sunday night laft, may be another. .

I depend upon your forgivenefs of all ‘the, perhaps -
unfeafonable, flippancies of your naturally too lively, -
yet moft fincerely fympathizing, .= - X i

- AnNA HowEy

LETTER: XX .

« Mifs CLaR1ssA HARLOWE, T2 Mifs HowE. -
Friday, March 3xe -

'Y OU have very kindly accounted for your filence, =
People in misfortune are always in doubt. They*

are too apt to turn even unavoidable accidents into -
flights and neglecs ; efpecially in thofe whoft favour=
ab%e opinion they wifh to preferve, ¢ 3.
‘ 1aw?
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g T am fure I ought evermore to.exempt my Anna
4 Howe from the fuppofed poffibility of her becoming
& one of thofe who bafk only in the funfhine of -a
w driend : But neverthelefs her friendfhip is too precious
/s t0 me, not to.deubt my own merits on the one hand,
4 and not to be anxious for the prefervation of it, on
.1/ ‘the other. B
1  You fo generoufly give me liberty to chide you,
y that I am afraid of taking it, becaufe I could fooner
g 'miftruft my own judgment, than that of a beloved
3 ‘friend, whofe ingenuity in acknowleging an imputed
w error, fets her above the commiffion of a wilful one.
4 ‘This makes me half afraid to afk you, If you think
you are not too cruel, too uugenerous thall I fay, in
4 ¥our behaviour to a man who loves you fo dearly,
' and is fo worthy and fo fincere a man?

outdone in that true magnanimity, which makes one
' thankful for the wounds given by a true friend. I
believe I was guilty of a petulance, which nothing but
My uneafy fituation can excufe; if that can.. Iam

4 almoft afraid to beg of you, and yet I repeatedly do, .

to give way to that charming fpirit, whenever it rifes
", toyour pen; which fmiles, yet goes to the quick of
i one’s fault. . “What patient fhall be afraid of a probe
" in fo delicate a hand !— I fay, I am almoft afraid to
‘pray you to give way to it, for fear you fhould, for

at very reafon, reftrain it. For the edge may be
taken off, if it does not make the fubje&t of its rail-
lery wince a little.  Permitted or de/tlred fatire may
be apt, in a generous fatirift, mending as it raillies,
¥ to-turn too foon into panegyric. Yours is intended
jy toinftruct; and tho’ it bites, it pleafes at the fame
y time: No fear of a wound’s rankling or feftering by
i fodelicate a point, as you carry ; not invenom’d by
;4 Perfonality, not intending to expofe, or ridicule, or
o exafperate.—~The moft admired of our moderns know
~ mothing of this art: Why? Becaufe it muit be foundgc_,l

& ’ n
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in good-nature, and direed by a right heart. ]
ma%, not the faulty is the ﬁxbjz,tof—' their fatire : A
were it to be ju/?, how fhould it be ufeful 2
fhould it anfwer any good purpofe? When
gath (for their weapon is a Broad-fword; not a
cet) lets in the air of public ridicule, and ]
where- it fhould heal.” Spare me not therefore; be=
caufe I am your friend.  For that very reafon fp
me not. I may feel your edge, fineas it is'; :
be pained : You would lofe your end if I were not:
But after the firft fenfibility (as I have! faid more tham
once before), 1 will love you the better, and =
amended heart fhall be all yours ; and it will thenbe
more worthy to be youss. t j i
You have taught me what to fay to, and what to
think of, Mr. Lovelace. You have, by agreeable anti-
eipation, let me know how it is probable he will ap-
ply to me to be excus’d. I willlay every thmgbe&
you 'that fhall pafs on the occafion, if he dae_:ﬁ A
that I may take your advice; when it can com L’ ‘
time ; and when it cannot, that I may receive your
correction, or approbation, as I may happen to merit
either.— Only onc thing muft be allow’d for me;
that whatever courfe I fhall-be permitted or be ,
to fteer, I muft be confidered, as a perfon out of her
own direction. Toft to and fro, by the high winds
of paflionate controul, and, as I think, unreafonable
feverity, I behold the defired Port, the jin,gr'? ,ﬂaﬂs.
which T would fain fleer into; but-am kept off by
the foaming billows of a brother’s and fifter’s envy;
and by the raging winds of a fuppefed invaded autho-
rity 5 while I fec in Lovelace, the Rocks on one hand,
and in Solmes, the Sands on the other; and tremble,
izﬁ I'thould fplit upon the former, or firike upon the
tter, S0
But you, my better pilot, what a charming hop
do you bid me afpire to, if things come to extre-
mity ! — 1 will not, as you caution me, toa.;M
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 dapend upon your fuccefs with your mamma, in my
i'?o‘ur-sﬁl?or well I know her high notions of impli-
: cit duty ina child.—But yet T will ope too ;—becaufe
 her feafonable ‘protection’ may fave ‘me perhaps from
1 a greater rathnefs : Andy in "['his cafe, fhe thall dire&
v all 'y ways: I will do nothinz but by* her orders,
1 and by her advice and yours :” Not fee any-body : Not
i write to any-body : Nor fhall any living foul, but by
| her direction and yours,' know where I'am. In any
: cottage place me, I will never flir out, unlefs, dif=
' red as your fervant, [ am now-and-then permitted
s an evening-walk with you: And this private pro-
i teCtion to be granted me for no longer time than til¥

:)eyicoufm'Mordcn comes 3 whichy as T hope, cannot
] ong. : ;
; '-&a;g_Aafmid I muft not venture to take the hint you
{ give me, to depofite fome of my cloathsj altho’ I wilk
, fome of my linen, as well as papers.
i Towill ?:ﬁ you why. Betty had for fome time been
|
x
n
|
}

very curious about my wardrobe, whenever I took
out u:‘y of my things before her.. ' ‘
« ©Obferving this, 1 once left my keys in the tocks,
. on taking one of my garden-airnings; and on my re-

turn, furprifed the creature with™ her hand upon the
. keysy as if thutting the door. j
. ) She was _co:}l;ﬁndcd' at my fudden coming back.
, X took no notice : But, on her retiring, I found my
| cloaths did not lie in the ufual order. "
i+ I'doubted not, upon this, that her curiofity was
. an effe@ of their orders to her ; and being; afraid they
. would abridge me of my’ airings, if their fufpicions
, were not-obviated, it has ever fince been my cuftomy
; (among other contrivances), not only to leave my
. keysin the locks; but to employ the wench now-and-

then, in taking out my cloaths, fuit by fuit, on pretence
, of preventing their being rumpled or creafed, and to
fee that the flower’d filver fuit did .not tarnith ; fome- -
. times declaredly as a wile-away-time, having little
. Yk -¢lfe
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148 The History of
elfe to do: With which employment. (fuper-adiedt® |,
the delight taken. by ‘the low. as well as the b&g o
our fex in feeing gu: cloaths). the feem’d always, I 1
thought, as well pleafed, as if it anfwer’d-encof the .
. offices the had-in'gharge. 0.0 L aes s B
To this, and to the confidence they hﬂY@-ziﬂf"‘.'ﬁ T
fo diligent, and to their knowing, that I-have notone Ly
confidante in a family, where,.I believe,- neve: clsy )
every fervant in it loves me; norhaveattempted tomake |
one; I fuppofe, I owe the freedom I enjoy of my air= |
ings : And, perhaps. (finding I make no movements |
towards going off ), they. are the more fecure, t
shall at laft be prevailed upon to comply with. the
meafures : Since they muft think,.that,- otherw
they give me provocations enough to take fome rai
ftep, in order to free myfelf from a treatment fo dif-
graceful 5, and which (God- forgive me, if I judge &
amifs1), T'am afraid my brother and fifter would not
be forry to drive me to take.: . .. (. gt
If therefore fuch a ftep thould. become .mgﬂ'@
(which I yet hope will not !). I muft be contented o
%Z away with the cloaths I: fhall have on at - the time:
cuftom to be drefs’d for the day, as foon as breaks

fait is over, when I. have had no houfhold-employ=
ments to prevent me, will make fucha flep,-if Tam:
forced to take ity lefs fufpeGted.. And the linen I
fhall depofite, in purfuance of your kind hint, cannot
Pemifs'd. = A R

This cuftom, - altho’ a prifonér, ds T'may'too truly |
fay, and neither vifited norvifiting, I contintle.  One:
owes to one’s-[elf, and to one’s fex, you knows-fo- ”
be always neat; and never to be furprifed in a Wi
one fhould be pained to be feen'in. - i T

Befides, peoplé in- adverfity, which s the ffate of
trial of every good quality, -fhould endeavour to pré=
ferve laudable cuftoms, that, if funfhine return, they:

may not be lofers by their trial, AR oy
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;[*f " Does it not, moreover, manifeft a firmnefs-of mind,
“%n an unhappy perfon, to keep hope alive?
4 To hope if}c)yr better days, 1s half to deferve them ¢
"4 For could 'we have juft ground for fuch a hope, if we
did not refolve to deferve what that hope bids us afpire
/% to?—Then, who fhall befriend a perfon who forfakes
% herfelf »—Thefe are reflections by which 1 fometimes
"™ endeavour to fupport myfelf. .
# o1 know you don’t defpife my grave airs, altho®
A {with a view, no doubt, to irradiate my mind in my
"% misfortunes) you railly me upon them,  Every-body
 hasnot your talent of introducing ferious and import~
% aat leffons, in fucha happy manner, as at once to de»
4% light and inftruct. ,

# ©'What a multitude of contrivances may not young
% people fall upon, if the mind be not engaged by aéts
41t of kindnefs and condefcenfion 1 I am not ufed by my
“% friends, of late, as 1 always ufed their fervants.

When 1 was intrafted with the family-manage-
%% ment, T always found it both generous and juft, to re-
@ pofe a truft in'them, Not to feem to expect or de-
i% pend upon juftice from them, is, in a manner, to bid
v them" take opportunities, whenever they offer, to be
0 unjuft,
by ‘l{/Ir. Selmes (to expatiate a little on this low, but
&4 not unufeful, fubject), in his more trifling folicitudes,
i would have had a forry key-keeper in me. Were I
miftrefs of a family, ?'Would not either take to my-
¥ felf, or give to fervants, the pain of keeping thofe I
%' had reafon to fufpet. People low in ftation have
i often minds not fordid. — Nay, I have fometimes®
i thought, that, even take number for number, there
are more honeft low people, than honeft high. In the
k¥ one, honefty is their chief pride. In the other, the
uff love of power, of grandeur, of pleafure, miflead ;
i and that love, and their ambition, induce a para-
mount pride, which too often fwallows up the more
. Jaudable one.
| % Many
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142 The HisTorY of
. Many of the former would fcorn to deceive & coe 1!
fiderice, But L have fecn, among the moft i &
of their clafs, a fufceptibility. of refentment,’ if their
honefty has been fufpedted: And have more thail ¥
.once been forced to put a fervant sight, whom Thave w
heard fay, That, altho’ fhe valued herfelf upon her =
Honefty, no mafter or miltrefs fhould fufpeét her for
.

nothing. : k KN
How far has the comparifon I'had in my head, be-
tween my friends treatment of e, and my treatment
of their fervants, carried me! But we always allo
ourfelves to expatiate on fuch fubjeéts, whether low
or high, that might tend to inlarge our minds, of
mend our management, whether notional or ﬁ
tical, and whether they refpected our prefent; or: igh
refpeét our probable future fituations. CRSEL.. |
What I was principally leading to, was to tell yoiy
‘how ingenious 1 am in my contrivances and pr r
to blind my gaolerefs, and to ‘take off the jealoufy’ of
‘her principals, on my going down fo often into the
garden and poultry-yard. %’eople fufpicioufly treated
never, 1 belicve, want invention, Sometimes Iw
air, and am better the moment I am out of my cham-=
ber— Sometimes /pirits ; and then my Bantams ant
Pheafants, or the Cafcade, divert me; the former,
their infpiriting livelinefs ; the latter, more fo A
by its echoing %afhings, and hollow murmurs,—Som
times, folitude is of all things my with, and theaw=
ful filence of the night, the fpangled clement, and
the rifing and fetting fun, how promotive of contem*
Plation ! — Sometimes, when I intend nothing, an
expeft not letters, I am officious to take Betty wit?
me ; and at others, befpeak her attendance, when
know fhe is otherwife employ’d, and canno -
it me, . "y
Thefe more capital artifices I branch out into Ie#
ones, without number. Yet a// have not on ‘
face of truth, but arc real truth 3 altho’ not the]

Gogle
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i ipal motive. How prompt a thing is will/ What
sy impediments does 4ifliée furnith !-—How {wiftly, thro’
w; every difficulty; do we move with the one |— How
»m tardily with the other!— Every trifling obftrution
miw%hmg one down, as if lead were faftened to our
{d{“ feet i "

4
! Wil - . Friday Merning, Eleven o’Clock.
i o 1 navE already made up my parcel of linen ; my
i Deart aked all the time I was employ’d about it 5 and
i Hhill akes, at the thoughts of its being a neceflary
o JEgSa0tIOR: . ,
;@ * When it comes to your hands, as I hope it fafely
J ¢ Will, you will be pleafed to open it. You will find
4 in it two parcels fealed up ; one of which contains
the letters you have not yet feen; being thofe written
ol fince I left you ; in the other “are 2ll the letters, and
i copies of letters, that have pafled between you and
ol o fince 1 was laft with you ; with fome other pa«
s PEIS; on fubje&s fo much above me, that I cannot
re wifh them to be feen by any-body whofe indulgence
ol I'am not fo fure of, as I am of yours, If my judg-
i ng;t ripen with my years, perhaps I may review
. them. .
”g Mrts. Norton ufed to fay, from her reverend Father,
}hh that there was one time of life for imagination and
" fancy to work in: Then, were the writer to lay b
; p his works till riper years and experience fhould dire
. the fire rather to glyw, than to_flame out ; fomething
'm between both, might, perhaps, -be produced, that
.. Would not difpleafe a judicious eye. .
' In a third divifion, folded up feparately, are all
¥! Mr. Lovelace’s letters, fince he was forbidden this
5" houfe, and copies of my anfwers to them. I expe&
) that m will break the feals of this parcel, and when
4 YOu have perufed-them all, give me your free opinion
K:a’lt' of my condudt. !
f[ M . By the way, -not a line from that man !-—No; on$
% me!

< I‘ “.ﬁ.‘il':f«».«_.- ; Go gle
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line !— Wednefday I depofited mine. Tt Mi
there on Wedn.efday night.  What time it 'was ¢t
yefterday I cannet tell.  For I did not ¢
(Zlf about :t, till towards night; and then it was
not there. No teturn at ten this day. I fuppofethe. #
is ‘as much out of humour, as L. With all my
heart !
He may be mean enough, pexhaps, if ever I fhould -
ﬁut it into his power, to avenge himfelf for the trouble
e has had with me. — But that now, I darc fzy, L
never fhall. :
I fee what fort of 2 man the incroacher is. = | I
b
]
I

T hope we are equally fick of one another }—
heart is wexedly-eafy, if 1 may fo defcribe it. ﬁdﬁ;
~becaufe of the apprehended interview with Solmes,
and the confequences it may have : Or elfe I fhould
be quite eafy ; for why? I'have not deferved the ufage
I receive : — And could I be rid of Solmes, as'l
prefume I am of Lovelace, their influence overmy
father, mother, and uncles againft me," m "
hold. ' 3 e

The five guineas ty’d up in one comerof ahnio
kerchief under the linen, I beg you will let
an acknowlegement for the trouble I give your ﬂy
fervant. You muft not chide me, ﬁay dear. You
know+I cannot be eafy, unlefs I have: myubyﬁm
thefe little matters. e

I was going to put up what little money~I ‘have,
and fome of my ornaments ; ' but they are po
and I cannot forget them. Befides, fhould they,
fufpe&ing me, defire to fee any of ‘the jewels;.and
were I not able to produce them, it would amount A

b
!

to a demontftration of an intention, which-would have
a guilty appearance to_them. vy sl

Y
Friday, One o Clockyin the WM h
No letter yet from this man !—1T have ] -
pofited my parcel, and have your letter of ldl"xﬁff
I H
7
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If Robert takes This without the parcel, pray let him
return immediately for it. But he cannot mifs it, I
think ; and muft conclude that it is put there for him
“to take away.— You may believe, from the contents
of yours, that I fhall immediately write again.—

. CrL. HARLOWE,

LET ¥ ER XXHE

AMifs Howe, To Mifs CLARIssA HARLOWE.

Thur[day Night, March 30.
1E fruits of my inquiry after your abominable
= wretch’s behaviour and bafenefs, a# the paltry
dle-houfe, which he calls an inn ; prepare to hear.
~ Wrens and Sparrows are not too ignoble a quarry
for this villainous gofhawk ! — His affiduities ; - his
watchings ;  his nightly rifques; ‘the inclement wea-
tther he travels in; muft not be all placed to your
account. He has opportunities of making ever
thing light.to him of that fort. A fweet pretty girl{
I am told : — Innocent till he went thither — Now !
~Ah! poor girl |— who knows what ?
. But juft turn’d of Seventeen !—His friend and bro-
ther Rake ; a man of humour and intrigue, as T am
told, to fhare the focial bottle with. And fometimes
another difguifed Rake or two. No forrow comes
near their hearts. Be not difturbed, my dear, at his
boarfeneffes.  His pretty Betfey, his Rofe-budy as
the vile wretch calls her, can hear all he fays.
He is very fond of her. They fay fhe is innocent
even yet ! — Her father, her grandmother, believe
her to be fo. He is to fortune her out to a young
JoverI—Ah! the poor young lover —Ah! the poor
fimple girl!
- Mr. %-lickman tells me, that he heard in town, that
he ufed to be often at Plays, and at the Opera, with
‘Wwomen ; and every time with a different one l—Al !
my fweet friend !— But I hope he is nothing to you,

! .VOL. II. H if
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if all this were truth-- But this. hﬁeﬂ{?ﬂw
his ‘bufinefs, if you had been ever: ngocL

before. - 3¢ Jug

A vile wretch! Cannot fuch punty in purfult, in
view, reftrain him? But I leave him to you!—There
can be no hope of him. More of a fool, than of fuch
aone. Yet I wilh I may; beable to fnatch. the poor |
ffoung creature) out of-his villain fusq)aws.. .1 have
aid a {cheme to do fo3. if mdce ihe Is hlt.hertg 1n-
nocent and heart-free. 13

, He appears  to the peoplc as a mlhta.ry man, in
dlfguxfe, fecreting himfelf on account of aiduel fought
in town 3 the adverfary’s life.in fufpenfe. . They be-
lieve he. is.a great man, . His friend par es for an
inferior officer ; upon a, foot of. freedom with him :
He, accompany’d by a third_man,. who is.a fort of
fubordinate companion to the fecond. The wretch
himfelf but with one fervant. O my dear ! How
pleafantly can thefe devils, as I muft call them, pafs
their time, while our gentle bofoms heave thh, pity
for their fuppofed fufferings for us !

e g g — oo e
I'Am juft now inform’d, that, at my dcﬁre, I %

fee this girl, and her father: I will fift them thorou
I fhall foon find out fuch a fimple thing as Thisy if
he has not corrupted her already — Andif he has, "I
fhall foon find that out too.—-If more Art than Na-
ture in either her or her father, I fhall give thenx both
up—But, depend upon it, the girl’s undone.: i
He is faid to be fond of her.— He places her at
the-upper end of his table —He fets -her a-pratlings
— He keeps his friend at a diftance from her:+~8h
prates ‘away. — He- admires for nature 'all; fhe fays
—Once was heard to call her charmmgl' tle
ture |—An hundred has he called fo no doubt b
her upon finging — Praifes her wild note, — 6""
dear, the girl’s undone ! —-muﬂ: be undone! — The
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" gan, you know;.is LovEL AcE~Let ’em bring Wyer-
i ley to you,if the {owﬂ] have you marry’d — Any-body

but Solmes and Lovelace be yours!—So advifes
pé L T TE N i Y eur
A ANNA Howe.'

g dai
i My deareft fnend confider this ale—houfe as hxs
T r,ganfon Him ‘as an enemy. His brother-rakes

¢+« as' his affiftants ‘and abetters : Would hot your
brother, would not your uncles, tremble, if
i °'  they knew how near them, ' as they pafs to and

i i fro =T am told, he is refolv’d you fhall not'be
I <o earry’d to your uncle Antony’si — WHat can
si 0 you do, with, or‘without fuchan enterprizing=
B Fill up the blank I leave. —I cannot ﬁnd
i B word bad ‘enough.

sl 4T T E. Riob XKLV o xlinagale
’sz} Crarrssa HarLowe, 7o Mifi Howe. ;

Friday, Three o’Clyck.

} YOU incenfe, alarm, and terrify me, at the fame

!’ time,! Haften, my deareft friend, haften to-me,

ﬁ' wh _further . intelligence you can gather about; this

; vileft of men!

‘4 - But never talk of innocence, of fimplicity, and tln&
unhappy girl together ! Muft the not know, that fuch
a man as, Lhat, dignify’d in his very afpect ; and no

i difguife able to “conceal his being of condition — muft

" mean too much, when he places her at the upper end

" of his table, .md calls -her by fuch - tender names 2.

W{mld a girl, modeft as fimple, above Seventeen, be

" fet a finging at the pleafure of fuch a man as That?

| A ftranger, and profefledly in difguife '— Would her

‘and grandmother, if honeft people, and careful
their fimple girl, permit fuch freedoms? .
Pt H 2 Keep

- e ALETE R
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Keep bis friend at diflance from her I-—=To be fi
hf;; defigns a{e villainous, if th'é; have ot bgmaxm""ﬁ
effected. ; ‘ ) RS SEEI0 ¢ :47

Warn, my dear, if not too late, thqm'xtﬁ' lig
father, of his child’s danger.— There can
father in the world, who would fell his chi d’s vir-
tue. — No mother |— The poor thing ! = =

Tlong to hear the refult of your intelligence, YPP
thall. /¢ the fimple creature, you tell me. — Let m
know: what fort of a girl it is, — A fweet ’i‘:’t,fj:gxg{.
you fay. —A fuweet pretty girl, my dear |—They are
fweet, pretty words from your pen.. Bu.taf;ﬁ

yours, or hisy of her ?—If fhe be fo fimple, if fhe
Eafe and Nature in her manner, in her fpeech, and
warbles prettily her wild notes [How affectingly you
mention this imple Thing, my dear !] why, fucha
girl as That, muft engage fuch a profligate wretch, as
now, -indeed, I doubt this man is ; accuftom’d, p

haps, to town-women, and_their confident v@,aig's!—dr

N~ bt ay B i pr TRy

Mutt deeply, and for a long Jeafon, engage hin}i};' Si
perhaps, when her innocence is departed, fhe will .
endeavour by art to fupply the natural charms that
engaged him.

Fine hopes of fucha wretch’s reformation ! —1
would not, my dear, for the world, have any _thing
to-fay — But I'need not make refolutions. ~= T'have
not open’d, nor will I open, his letter. — A fyco-
phant creature '~ With his hoarfenefles— got, per-
haps, by a midnight revel, finging to. his wild-note
ﬁh%gr. — And only increafed in the coppice! . § -

80

o be already on a foot !—In his efteem,. I mean,
my dear. — For myfelf, I defpife him.—I hate my-
{elf almoft for writing fo much about him, and
fuch a fimpleton as This fweet pretty girl : Bug,
thing cagebe either fweet or pretty, that is no:mg;
that is ot virtuous. ; oo

This vile Jofeph Leman had given a hint to Betty, |.
and fhe te me; as if Lovelace would be found -

[T
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16 be a very bad man, at a place where he had been

lately feen in difguife. But he would fee further, he
faid, before he told her more; and fhe promifed, fe-
crecy, in hope to get at further intelligence. I
hought it could be no harm, to get you to inform
yourfelf, and me, of what could be gather’d. “And
now I fee, his enemies are but too well warranted in
their feports of him: And, if the ruin of this poor
oung creature is his aim, and if he had not known
her; but for his vifits to Harlowe-place, I fhall have
reafon to be doubly concerned for her ; and doubly
incenfed againft fo vile a man. I think I hate hin
worfe than I do Solmes himfelf,—But T will not add
one other word about him ; after I have wifhed to
know, as foon as poffible, what further occurs from
your inquiry ; — becaufe I'fhall not open his letter till
then ; and becaufe then, if it come out, as I dare fay
it will, Ill' direétly put the letter unopen’d into
the place I took it from, and never trouble myfelf
smore about him. Adieu, my deareft friend.

Cr. HARLOWE.

{-- L'E. T TVE R+ XX¥

Ot : CYRF
. Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLAaRIssA HARLOWE.
4 Friday Noony March. 31.'
"]-'USTICE obliges me to forward This after my laft,

on the wings of the wind, as I may fay. —I really
believe the man is'innocent.  Of this oze-accufation,
“T'think, he'muft be acquitted ; and I am forry I was
fo forward in difpatching away my intelligence by
“halves. - :
" Trhave feen the girl.  She is really a very pretty,'a

- yery neat, and what is ftill a greater beauty, a'very.

-innocent yourig creature.. “He who could have ruin’d
“fuch an undefigning home-bred, muft have been in-
St H3 deed
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deéd infernally wicked. Her father is'an honeft fist-
ple man ; intirely fatisfy’d with his child, and wighher
-new acquaintance. ysritomenel soil
© T am almoft afraid for your heart; when Ftell you,
that T find, now I have got to the' Bottom 'of thisin-
quiry, fomething noble come ‘out in "fMSrBWé]Hce"'
favour. 3 s Poigeils ppal '-T:'{.LB’l‘S
The girl is to be marry’d next week 3’ Iéﬁdm
promoted and brought about by him. ' He is reféﬁ
her' father fays, to maké one couple’ hﬂﬁfi}g;“ n
wifhes ‘he could 'make‘more fo. {%here’s?
my dear |] And having taken a liking dl‘f;o-t'tfthé C
fellow whom fhe proféfles to'love, he’ has given her
an hundred ' pounds:  The gmhdm‘sother'd&éfﬁ
it in her hands, to anfwer to the like fum,  given‘to
the youth by one ¢f his'own relations: W

Lovelace’s companion, attracted by:the exﬁﬁlplﬁ‘;'u
prefented twenty-five guineas to the father, who is
poor, towards cloaths to equip the pretty Ruftic. =
* They. were defirous;: the poor man fays, when they
firft came, of appearing beneath themfelves ; but now
e knows the one (but mention’d it ‘in confidence)
to be Colonel Barrow, the other Capt. Sloane. The
Colonel he owns, was at firlt, very fweet upon his
girl : But upon her grandmother’s begging %
fpare her ifinocence, he vow'd, that he never's
offer any thing but good ‘countfel to her and had kept
to'his word ¢ And the pretty fool acknowleged, «
fhe never could have been better inftructed b; _
vifter himfelf from the Bible-Book? —-The gith 1
own, pleafed me fo well, that T mide her wwsé % |
worth her while. ridofiar oy me—oidy IS
“/But what, my dear, will ‘become of s now 22
Lovelace not only reform’d, bt turn’d preacher 15
What will become ‘of us” now? — Wh we
friend, your’ generofity ‘is now ‘en
vour !-—-yF ie, ipnn fth){s Generofit 'giglefhiﬁ
heart, that it ‘dogs as 'much miéhi‘e’ﬂ'w t!
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 151
minded, as Love to the ignobler. —What before wag
only a conditional liking, 1 am now afraid will turn te
liking unconditional. Ak R

- I could not endure to turn my inveive into pa-
negyric all at . once, and fo foon.. We, or fuch as

},_ at leaft, love to keep ourfelves in, countenance for

a rafh judgment, even when we know it to be rafh.
Evcry-bo_d{ has not your generofity in confefling a

niftake. . It requires a greatnefs of {oul to doit.,, So
1 made ftill farther inquiry after his life and manners,
and behaviour; there, in hopes to find fomething bad :
But all uniform ! 5 :
<. Upon the Whole, Mr. Lovelace comes out with
fo much advantage from this inquiry, that were there
the leaft room for it, I fhould fufpect the whole to
be 'a plot fet on foot to wath a blackmoor white,
Adie,u;; my dear.
Deth x L3 3.

z

Axna Howe,

1}

§0 e T ER XXVE O
Mﬁ Crarissa Harrows, 7o Mifs Howe.

R an PR BOY Saturday, April 1.
Hﬁ&TY. cenfurers do indeed fubjeét themfélves to,
% the charge of variablenefs and inconfiftency in
Jjudgment: And fo they ought; for, if you, even
you, were really {o loth to own a miftake, as, in the
inftance before us, you pretend to fay you were, I
believe I thould not have loved you fo well as I really
do love you. . Nor could you, my dear, have fo
frankly thrown the refletion I hint at, upon yourfelf,
had you not: had one of the moft ingenuous minds
that -ever woman boafted. - :
2 M. Lovelace bas faults enow to'deferve very fevere
cenfure, altho’ he be not guilty of this.  If I were
n. fuch terms with him, as” he would with me to
ould .give him a hint, that this treacherous

; H 4 Jofeph

4
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Jofeph Leman cannot be fo much his friend, as pezs
baps he thinks bim, . Jf he hadfh@w{ml%
been fo ready to report to his difadyantage (and te
Betty Barncs too) this flight affair of the pretty, Ruflic. -
Jofeph hes engaged Beity to.fecrecy ;. promifing
let her, and her K(’)uhg mafler too, know more, whei
he knows the whole of the matter: nﬁ:ﬁ:}xg hinders
ber from mentioning it,. as fheis neverthelefs agog to
do, to my fifter or my brother, Aﬁd -then’ fhe dog:
not chogfe to difoblige Jofeph s for althol ctends
to lock above him, (%; liftens, 1 beligve, to fome
ftorics he tells her. Women havingit notin ¢ OWer
to kegin a courtthip, fome, of them very frequently
1 believe, lend an ¢ar. where qgi_z hearts i;lcligg( not. -
__But to fay no more of the _people, nei
R e
that as I thould for ever have defpifed this man,
been capable of fuch a vile intrigue in his wa
lowe-place ; and as I believed he was, ;gg\ag’r
it has indeed qn%a_ged my generafity, asyou call.
proportion (— I ewn it has—) in his favour : P
more than 1 may bave reafon to wifh it had.
railly me, as you will, pray tell me fz irly, my-deary
would it not have had fuch an effe¢t upon you? =&
... Then the real gencrofity of the act: —1I proteft, my
b laved friend, if he would be good for the refl
life from this time, I would forgive him a great many
of his paft errors, were it only for the demonitra
he has given in This, that he is capable of fo
and bountiful 3 manner of thinking. . & i
_You_may_believe I made no, fcruple to open hi
l‘g{tttz,; after the receipt of your fgqonﬂ,pﬁm ibject:
Nor {hall I of anfwering it, as Lhave no reafon
find fault with it: An article in his favour; prg
Lim, however, fo much the eafier (as I muft o
way of amends for the undue difpleafure 1 took
bim 3, the’ he knows it not., st
s lucky enough that this matter was cleared
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to'me by your friendly diligence fo'foon : For had I
wrote at all-before that, it would have been to reinforce
my difmiffion of him; and perhaps the very motive
mientioned ; for it had affeted me more thanT think it
ought : And then, what an advantage would that have
given him,' when he could have clear’d up the matter
fo happily for himfelf?

. When T fend you This letter of his, you will fee
how very humble he is : What acknowlegements of
natural impatience : What confeflion of faults, as you
prognofticated: A very different appearance, I muft
own, all thefe ‘make, now the ftory of the pretty
Ruffic is clear’d up, than they would have made, had
it not.~~ And, methinks too, my dear, I can allow
the girl to be prettier than before I could, tho’ T ne-

" ver faw her — For Virtue is Beauty in perfe&ion.

“You will fee how he accounts to me, thro’ indif=
pofition, ¢ that he could ,not come for my letter in

) "?Erfon; and he labours the point, as if he thought
¢

fhould be' uneafy that he did not.” ‘T am' forry he
fhould be ill on my account ; and I will allow, "that
the fufpenfe he has been in, for fome time paft, muft
have been vexatious enough to fo impatient a fpirit.
But all is owing originally to himfelf. ’
“You will find him (in the prefumption of being
mch) ¢ full of contrivances and expedients for my,
“efeaping the compulfion threatened me.” ;
" I'bave always faid, that next to being without fault,
is the ‘acknowlegement of a fault; fince no amend=
ment can be expected, where an error is defended :
mw will fee, in this very letter, an haughtinefs
‘in his fubmiffions. *Tis true, I know not where

to find" fault, as to the expreflion, yet cannot I be
sfy’d,’ that' his' humility 75 humility ; or even an

mility upon fuch conviction as one thould be pleafed

To be fure, he is far from being a polite man:

Yat is he not directly and charaeriftically #n-polite.
& Hs But
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Butbisis fuch-a fort of )pohtenefs, ‘as’has; JI?WIW
leflnefs founded on a very-early indulgence; and per=
haps on too much (ucce({ inl riper-years;| and'an arro-
gance built upon:bothy grown into affurednefsy and,
of courfe; as.I.may fay, into indelicacyisfsr1qgs n A 2

' The diftance you recommiendyat whichito keep
this fex, is' certainly right in the!main : Familiarity
deftroys reverence:' But ‘with' ' whom < Neot: with
thofe, furcly, who are prudent;: grateful;-and gene-
rous.

But it is very difficult for perfons, who would avoid
runhing into one extreme, to keep clear of another.
Hence Mr. Lovelace, perhaps; thinks it the mark of a
great {pirit to humour his pride, tho’ at the expence
of delicacy : \But can the man be a deep man, who
knows not how to make fuch diﬂin&ions, as e per-
fon of moderate partsicannot mifs 2 . [T

- He complains heavily of my ¢ readinefs to takaqot
< tal offence at him, and to difmifs him for ever: It
&is a bigh conducly he fays he muft beﬁnd‘:r&cnopgh
¢ to tell me; and what muft be very far from: contri-
¢ buting to allay his apprehenfions of ‘the poflibility
¢ that L may be perfecuted into: my relasions meaﬁlws
¢ in behalf of My. Solmes.” «

Youwill fee how he puts his prefent and hi&ﬁlgm'e
happinefs, ¢ with regard to both worlds, intirely up-
¢ on me.” The ardour with which he vows and pro-

mifes, I think the heart only can diftate ¥ Hm dfe'

<an:any one guefs at.a man’s heart® 1000

. You'll alfo fee, ¢ that he has already hewd of the
¢ interview I am to have with. Mr; Solmes ;> and with
what vehemence and anguifh he exprefles himfelf on

"¢he occafion,— I intend to take proper notice of the

igneble means he ftoops to; to come at his early in-
te}hgence out of our family. . If perfons pretending to

- principle, bear not their teftimony agamﬂ: unpxmﬁ}iﬂ _
adtionsy who fhall check them?. . el i N

You Il fee, how paflionately he preﬂka me
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¢ him with a few lines, before the interview between
«:Mr. Solmes and me take place (if it muft-take place)
¢to confirm his hope, that I have no'view, in my dif-
S pleafiire ‘toihim, to give encouragement toSolmes.
¢ An apprehenfion,/-he fays, that he muft be excufed
«-for repeating; efpecially as itis a favourigranted to
¢ that sman, which I have refufed to him; fince; as
¢ he infers, were it not with fuch an expectation; why
-¢ fhould my friends prefs it?’

{,\’-,u;';u" WRE ) YW Saturday, Jpril I.
S EAvE written's and to this effeét : ¢ That Ihad
“€'never intended to write another line'to'a man, ‘who
"¢ could take upon himfelf to refleé upon my fex and
“¢'myfelf; for having thought fit to make ufe of my

“own judgment. ' ‘

¢ That I have fubmitted to this interview with Mr.

~%Solmes, '‘purely ‘as'ana&’of duty, ' to thew my
"¢ friends, ‘that' 1 will comply with'their commands as
d&ifar as T'can; and that 1 hope, when Mr. Solmies
“®'himfelf thall fee how determin’d T amy he will no
"®Jonper profecute afuit, in which it is impoffible he
“ & fhould fucceed with my confent. ity

. ¢ That my averfion to him is too fincere to permit
“%'me’to doubt myfelf on this occafion. ' But, never-
¢ thelefs; he, Mr. Lovelace, muft not imagine, that
&my - rejecting of Mr. Solmes is” in’ favour ' to™him.
“1& That T value my freedom and ‘independency ‘too

¢ much, if my friends will but leave me to my‘own
€ judgmenit, 'to give them up to“a man fo uncontroul-
““¢able, and ‘who fhews me beforehand, ‘what T have
"¢ to' expect from him, ‘were T in his power.
9% e Texprefs 'my high difapprobation - of the methods
1k he'takes to come at what pafles in a private family :
& hat'the pretence of corrupting other people’s fer-
Yeyants, by way of reprifal for the fpies’they have fet
- € upon him, is a very poor excufe ; ‘a juftification of

one meannefs by another. : VS

Sl H 6 ¢ That




156 The Hrstor'y of 'l W
¢ ‘That there is a right and a wrong inevery:thingy' “®iw
¢ let people put what glofles they- pleafeupon: theie i
¢ actions.. . 1'o,condemna devlatlon,t and to W’A‘ \\\\
¢ by as great/a one, ‘what! is This! doing . bu T
gating a general corruption ? A’ Smnd‘mu&b« ‘&,‘
gy fomebody, turn round the evilias many um#%
¢ or virtue will be loft : Aud fhall it not ‘be Iy awots
¢ thy mind will fay, that {hall make this Stand?:: 15
¢ Ileave it to him to judge, whetherhis be:aWwor«
< thy one, try’d by this rule: And whether;knows
¢ ing the impetuolity ' of: his difpofition 3 and ‘the/im="
¢ probability there s, that my family.will: mgwd
¢ conciled to him, T ought to encourage his hapes? .
¢ That thefe:fpots and blemifhes give me not ear-
“ neftnefs: enough for any fake ‘but bis own, to willi
< himin a jufterand nobler train of thinking and atings "
¢ for that I truly defpife many of the ways he allows
¢ himfelf in'+7Our: minds are therefore i dif
¢ ferent: And as to his profeffions of reformation, I
¢ muft tell him, that profufe acknowlegements, withs" &
¢ out amendment, are but to me as fo many ftops
< mouth conceflions, which he may find -much cafier
¢ to make, than either to defend himfelf; or amend®
¢ his/errors. o1youxs sl
¢ That I have been lately made acqumnted [W
{o I have by Betty, and fhe by my brother] ¢ with |
¢ the fooh({; liberty he gives himfelf of
¢ againft matrimony. - I feverely reprehend him on
¢ this occafion :- And afk him, with what view he can
¢ take fo witlefs, fo defpicable a liberty, ‘worthy onlzl
¢ of the moft abandon d, and-yet prefume 10
¢ med 5o, eanaasl
¢@ tell him, That if T.am obhged to go-
¢ uncle Antony’s, it is not to'be.inferr’d; that
< muft therefore ma{?znly be Mr. Solmes’s wife: Since'
¢ I may not be fo fure, perhaps, that:the famhﬁp le
¢ ceptions: die fo {trongly againft my quitting a .
¢ to whlch Ithall be forcibly carry’d, asif: .}e&_’ 1y
¢ father’s

Go: gle



N E- TS

s, o=

= o

W a T mRErEE B

)
4

f

e s wwW T

Mifs, Clariffa Harlowe. 157

¢ father’s houfe: And, at the worft, I may be able to
¢ keep themin fufpenfe till my coufin Morden comes,
¢ who will thave a right ‘to put me- in pofleflion of

$ dexer’ er’s eftate; if Linfift uponiit? o o o
o Lhis,, I doubty .is fomewhat of an artifice 3 being
rincipally vdefign’d to keep him out of mifchieg
orlibave but little hope, if carry’d thither, 'whe-
ther fenfible;or fenfelefs, 'if I am left to my brother’s
and, fifter’s' mercy,, but they will endeavour to force
the folemn, obligation upon me. Otherwife, were there
butany profpect of avoiding this, by delaying (or even
by- taking things.to make me ill, if nothing elfe would
do) tillmy coufin: comes, I hope I fhould not:think
of leaving even my uncle’s houfe.  For I fhould not
know. how. .to fquare it to my own principles, to
difpenfe with: the: duty I owe to my father, where~
ever it fhall be his will to place-me.
But while you give me the charming hope, that, in

- order to:avoid ene many I fhall not be under the nes '

ceflity of - throwing myfelf upon the friends' of ‘the
otherj I think my cafe not abfolutely defperate.

1 fee not any of my family, nor hear from them in °
any way of kindnefs. -+ This looks, as if they them-
felves expected no great matters from that Tuefday’s
conference which makes my heart flutter every-time

My uncle Antony’s intended prefence I do not °
much like : But That is prefcrable to my. brother’s
orfifter’s.. .My uncle is very impetuous in his anger.:
I cai’s think Mr. Lovelace can be much more fo; at: -

leaft; he.cannot Jook it, as my uncle, with his harder

features, can. Thefe fea-profper’d gentlemen, as my
uncle has often made me; think, not ufed:to any but
elemental controul, and even ready to buffet Thats; -
blufter often. as - violently’ as: the winds they are ac=
cuftomed to be angry at. vse 1

- Lbelieve both. Mr. Solmes and. I fhall look.Jike a . -
ouple of foolsy. if it be true, as my uncle Harlowe;

writes,
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writes, and Betty often tells'me, that he is* as imuch
afraid of feeing me, as I'am of- him i Shdssved b
Adieu, my happy, thrice happy, sHowe; who
have no hard terms-affixed to yourduty l==/Who
have nothing to do, but to fall in with a choice your
mamma has made for you, to‘whichyou have not,
nor can have, a juft objection : 'Except the froward-
nefs of fex, as our free cenfurérs would perhaps take
the liberty to fay, makes it 'one, that the cheice was
your mamma’s, at  firft hand.. - Perverfe nature; we
know, loves not to be preferibed to 3 altho? youthiis
not fowell qualify’d; either by fedatenefs or experiénce,
to choofe for itfelf. 14 1) SEPRET b (IAVAID
To know your own happinefs; and that it is sow,
nor to leave it ‘to after-refletion to look back upc
the preferable paff with-a heavy 'and felf-accufing
heart, that you did not:choofe it when ‘you ‘might
bave - chofen 'ity is all.that -is neceflary to le
your felicity |—And this power is'wifh’d youby

Your iR e sluny
'CL. HARLOWE.
) ) A (precely 00 Shay
LETTER _XX‘VI!.A‘ ‘2*
Mifs Howe, Zo Mifs CLARIssA HARLOWE., |,
‘ Sunday, : L a |
I Ought yefterday to have acknowleged ¢ g
of your parcel: Robin tells me, ‘that the Jc !

Leman'whom you mention as the traitor, faw “him.
He was in the poultry-yard, and fpoke to Roobin over
the bank which divides that from'the  (Green=Lane.
“What brings you hither, Mr. Robert ?— 'But'I can
tell. - Hieaway, as faft'as yowean. 00 00 =
No doubt but their dependence upon this fellow’s
vigilance, and upon Betty’s, leaves you more at'li-
berty in your airings, than you would othe;
But you are the only petfon T ever heard of; n
fuch circumftances, had not fome faithful fervant; to

-l

. e e T
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* truft litde offices to. A poety; my dear, ' would not

have gone to work for an Angelica, without giving
her' her Violetta, her Cleanthe, her Clelia, or fome
ﬁﬂ#’ pretty-nam’d confidante.—An old nurfe at the
90X read to my mamma feveral paffages of your let-
ters.: But!your laft paragraph, in your yet{erday’s,
«charm’d her quite. - You have won her heart by it,
dhe told me.  ‘And while her fit of gratitude for it
Jafted; I was thinking to open my propofal, and to
‘prefs it withiall the earneftnefs I could give it, when
Hickman came in, ‘making his legs, and ftroking his
cravat and ruffles in turn.

I could moft freely have ruffled him for it.— As it
‘was—Sir—faw you not fome one of the fervants ?—
“Could not one of them have come in before you?

‘71 He begg’d pardon : Looked asif he knew not whe-
‘ther hehad beft keep his ground, or withdraw :—Till
my mamma. Why, Nancy, we are not upon par-
ticulars. —Pray, Mr. Hickman, fit down.

« By your le—ave, good madam, to me.— You-
know his drawl, when his mufcles give him the re-
fpe&tful hefitation—

Ay, ay, pray fit down, honeft man, if you are
weary 1~—But by my mamma, if you pleafe. "I defire
my hoop may have its full circumference. All they’re

.good for, that I know, is to clean dirty thoes, and to
< keep ill:manner’d fellows at a diftance. :
«i Strange girl | cry’d my mamma, difpleafed 5 but
with a milder.turn, Ay, ay, Mr. Hickman, fit down
by me.. 1 have no fuch fortidding folly in my drefs.—
.4 looked ferious ;. and in my heart was glad this fpeech
of hers was not made to your uncle Antony. 4
v My mamma, with the true widow’s freedom, would
_mmighty prudently have led intoour fubje&, and have had
~him . fee, I queftion not, that very paragraph in your
Aetter, which is fo much in his favour. He was highly
R obliged

e
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obliged to dear Mifs Harlowe, fhe would affiire hims
that the did fay— o as B0 90 VAN SAES  §
But 1 aﬂce! him, If he had any news Wﬁ R ¢
letters from London : A queftion he always under=
ftands to be a fubjec?-changer ; for otherwife'T ne
putit.  And fo if he be but filent, T am'n
with him, that he anfwers itnot.” "* © ¢ =~ =
I choofe not to mention my propofal before him,
till T know how it will ‘be re 'fh’ld by my mamma."
If it be not well received, perhaps m: loy him
on the occafion. * Yet 1 don’tplsiker'nfz ::ep i an
obligation, if I could help it. “For’ men who have
his views in their heads, do fo parade it, fo ftrut about,
if 2 woman condefcend to employ them in her affairs,
that one has no patience with them.  Butif I
not an opportunity this day, I will make one to-
morrow. : ‘ : il = o ]
I fhall not open cither of your feale&ﬁpm
‘but in your prefence. There is nonced. “Youree
duét is out of all queftion with me: And by the'ex-'
trads you have given me from his letters and
own, }' know all that relates to the prefent fitu:
of things between you. s,
T was going togive you alittle flippant hint or twe."
But fince you wifh to be thought fuperior to all our fex;’
in the command of yourfelf; and finceindeed you'deferve”
to be fo thought'; T will fpare YOu.-—’Yod are, howeve
at times, more than half inclin’d to fpeak out.
you do not, is only owing to a little bafhful ftr
between you and yourfelf, as 1 may fay. “When
is quite got over, I know you will favour me ‘unx
guifedly with the refult. 20 9L 28
I cannot forgive your taking upon you (at fo' extra
vagant a rate too) to pay my mamma’s fervant.
deed I am, and 1 will be, angry with you forit. A
year’s wages at once well nigh (only as, unk nown t
my mamima, I makeit better for the fervants, ; 2

pr
I oUM %
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ng to their merits) '—How it made the man flare '—
And it may be his ruin too, as far as I know. Ifhe

hould . buy a ring, and mairy a forry bedy in the
neighbourhood with the moncy, one would be loth,
a twelvemonth hence, that the poor old fellow fhould
think he had reafon to with the bounty never conferr’d !
T MUST give yau your way ir ,,tbé{e thingss. you fay.—
And I know there is no contradic¢ting you : For you
‘were ever putting too great a value upon little offices
done for yau, and too little upon the great oncs you
do for athers,,  The fatisfadtion you have in doing fo,
1 grant it, rcpays you. But why fhould you, by the
n§f§;¢f;p£ your mind, throw reproaches upon the
- reft of the_world?— Particularly, upon your own
. family, .and upon ours too?
, - yafy as I have heard you fay, it is a good rule to
| give WORDS the hearing, but to form our judgments o{
. men.aud things by DEEDs ONLY 3 what fhall we thin
& m who (cqg s to. find palliatives in words, for nar-
i rownefs of heart in_the very perfons her deeds fo
’ﬂ' filently, yet fo forcibly, refle€t upon? Why bluth
4 You not, my dear friend, to be thus fingular >—When
F, you meet with another perfon, whofe mind is like

. your own, then difplay your excellencies as you
ﬁ: .‘:,J!,‘Bl;t till then, for pity’s fake, let your heart

your fpirit {uffer a little contraction, e
mgend%gto write but a few lines; chiefly to
i let you know, your parcels are come fafe. And
™ accordingly I..,began in a large hand ; and I'am al-
ﬁ ready come, to the end of my fecond fheet. But I
W could write 2, quire without helitation, upon™ fubject
I’g fo copious, and fo beloved, as is your praife. — %\Tot
for #his fingle inftance of your generofity ; fince I am
#1 really angry with you for it; but for the benevo-
ia“:‘ lence exemplified in the whole tenor of your life and
ul

=

1s; of which This is but a_common inftance.
W God dire® you, in your own arduous trials, is all
zﬂﬁ;”] gl ~ I have

ik

»
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I have room to add; and malée you:as‘lmpp}', a'vyon
think ' to be - Beal

ql\ -

LETTER XXVHI
Mifs Crarissa Harrowe, 70 Mifs Howi“" ]

o atdaf
Suﬂday Nngt, Aprséq,.'
I Have many new particulars'to acquamt‘yduiith,
that thew a gréat change in'my: friends behaviour
to me. I did not think we had fo: much' ;art-among
us, as I find we have. I 'will give them toyoﬂ as
they offer’d. jrifer ‘wtal"'
All the family was at church in the morning. - They
brought good Dr. Lewin with them, in p
a previous invitation. 'And' the do&tor fent up to
my permiffion to attend 'me in my own rent.
You may believe it was eafily granted e H S
So the doétor cameup. ot
We had a converfation of near an hout' beﬁnﬁm '
ner: But, to my furprize, he waved ‘every
that would have led to the fubjeét I fuppofed he wa
to talk about. At laft, I afked: htm, If. it were
thought ftrange I fhould be fo long abfent from'c
He made me fome’ handfome' compliments: =
But faid, For his part, he had ever imadeitia ldi}
to avoid mterfermg in the prxvate contems of families,
unlef's defired to do fo. T e
I was prodigioufly difappointed : Bm‘fuppcﬁ' y
he was thought too juft a-man to be made:a judg
in this caufe 5 I led nomore to itz Nor,)whﬂn Wwas
called to dinner, did he take the leaﬁ notice GM
me behind him there.’ it et SR I
. But this was the firft txme, ﬁm‘:em eonﬁ
that I thought it a hardfhip not to dmebﬁﬁlq‘m c
when I parted with hxm on the ftairs;a tear would burft

Go gle
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Mjfs Clariffa Harlowe. 163
its way ; and he hurried down; his own good-natured
eyes gliftening; for he faw it.— Nor trufted he his
voice, left the accent, I fuppofe, thould have difco-
ver’d his concern ; departing in filence; tho’ with his
ufual graceful obligingnefs.

I hear, that he praifed me, and my-part in the
converfation we had held together.— To thew them,
I fuppofe, that it was not upon the interefting fub-
je€ts which I make no doubt he was defired not to
enter upon.
5He left ' me fo diffatisfy’d, yet fo perplexed with
this' new way of treatment, that I never found my-
felf fo puzzled, and fo much out of my train.

“& But I'was to be more fo. This was to be a day of
puzzle tome. Pregnant puzzle, if I may fo fay:—
For ‘there'muft great meaning lie behind 1t.
12 In‘the afternoon, all but'my brother and fifter went
to ‘church with the good doftor ; who left his com=
liments:for me; * T'took a walk in the garden: My
rother and fifter walked in it too, and kept-me in
their eye a good while, on purpofe, as I thought,
that ‘T might fee how gay and good-humour’d theK
were together, At laft they .came down the wal
that I-was coming up, hand-in-hand, lover-like. '~ "
10X our fervant, Mifs — Your fervant, Sir — pafled
between my brother and me. -
« 1dsvitinot cold-ifh, fifter Clary ? in a kinder voicé

- than_ ufualy faid my fifter, and ftopp’d.— I flopp’dy

and' courtefy’d low to her half-courtefy. — I think
not, fifter, faid I.
saiShe went ‘on.' I courtefy’d without return ; and
proceeded ; turning to my poultry-yard. ; »
suByta fhorter turn, arm-in-arm, they were there
me.._. 2 : $beemy | : '
. I think, Clary, faid my brother, you muft prefeng
me with fome of this breed, for Scotland.

5T yowpleafe, brother. - i
LBl choofe for: you, ‘faid my fifter. - st 1 i
r M And
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uncle Harlowe came up'to'me.” < '

“fadhion.  And raifed me; and

164 The HisTORY qﬁ ' 1]
And while T fed them, they picked out half 2
dozen : Yet intending nothing by it, I believe, but *
to fthew a deal of love and good-humour to

other, before me. Lo 3Rne NN AINE LA
My uncles next (after church was done, to fpeak
in the common phrafe) were to do‘me the honour'ef
their notice. 'They bid Petty tell 'me; ‘théy “would =
drink tea with me in’my own apartment.” #

thought I, fhall I have the fubjeét of next Tuefs
But they contradidted'the tea-orders; and only my
oI LAt

forced upon me.

Half-diftant, half-affeCtionate, was the air he put
on to his daughter-niece, as he ufed to call me5' an
I threw myfelf at his feet, and befought his favours -

None of thefe difcompofures, child ! None of
apprehenfions | You’ll now have every-body’s favour !
All is coming about, my dear!— I was imp:
fee you! — I could no longer d;:{ myfelf this-

i Cdme’ana

' o3, LKk

me, Charming creature ! : !
- But he waved entering into any interefting fubjet.
All will be-well now! All will be right |— No more |
complainings ! Every-body loves you |—1I only’
to make my earlieft court. to you, were his co
fcending words, and to fit and talk ‘of ‘twenty ! |
twenty fond things, as I ufed to do.— And let eve |
pattdifagreeable thing be forgotten; as if notling had
happen’d. ; sl OF RS
He underflood me as beginning o hint at ‘the di
grace of my confinemérit. — No difgrace,  my: dear,
can fall to your lot : Your reputation is too well'eftas
blithed. — I long’d to fee you, repeated he.— T have |
feen no-body half fo amiable, fince I fawﬂyoﬁimnl y
i+ And again he kiffed my cheek, ‘my glowing cheek,
for 1 was impatient, I was vexed, to be thus, as’f
thought, play’d upon : And how could I’ be gratefu
for a vifit, that, it now was ¢vident, was only

Go gle-
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iy bumble artifice, to draw me in againft the next Tue(-
g day, or to leave me incxcufable to them all!
w - O my cunning brother !~~This is his contrivance !
. And then my anger made me recolle& the triumph
s in his and my fifter’s loves to each other, a&ed before
4 me; and the mingled indignation flathing from their
& €yes,as,arm in arm, they fpoke to mé, and the forced
. condefcenfion playing upon their lips; when they called
1] Mcmy’ rand Sifter.
Do you think I could, with thefe refle&tions, look
; uponmy uncle Harlowe’s vifit as the favour he feem’d
defirous I fhould think it to be ?>—Indeed I.could not 3
; and fecing him fo ftudioufly avoid all recrimination,
f Tw\l may, ¢all ity I gave into the affe@ation ; and fol-
, lowed him in his talk of indifferent things :— While
. be feemed to-admire This thing and That, as if he had
- Rhever feen them before ; and now and then, condefcend-
! i{_;gl kifled the hand that wrought fome of the things
Eﬁ,g(ed his eyes upon ; -not fo much to admire them,
s o find fubjects to divert what was moft in his head,
and in my own heart. .
“ 4t his going away—How. can I leave you here by
yourfclf, my deari—You, whofe company ufed to
liven us all.—You are net expeéted down indeed !
at. L proteft, I had a good mind to furprifé: your
and mamma !—If I thought nothing would arife,
it would be difagreeable-—My dear, my love ! [O
the: dear artful gentleman ! how could my uncle
Harlowe fo diffemble ] What fay you ?— Will you
rive me your hand ? — Will you fee your father ?—
8::1 you ftand his firft difpleafure, ‘on fecing the-dear
creature who has given him and all of us fo much dif~
eurbance ?—Can you promife future— dtitd
! Afaw, me rifing in my temper — Nay, my dearg
~ if you-cannot be all refignation, I-would not have you
“ think of it!. i
1My heart; firuggling between duty and warmth of
; per, was full. . You know, my dear; I nevercould
Sl . bear
¢ |r
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bear to be dealt meanly with |-—Howy—how canyou,
Sir | —You, my papa-uncle | —How  can youy &i
— The poor girl ! — For I could not fpeak with'
connexion. i} Geriom oWl
Nay, my dear, if you carinot bg aH duty, "all re-
fignation—better ftay where you are. —But d'tet the
inftance you have given—' o1
Inflancey I-have given!— What mﬁauce, Slf?r 5
Well, well, child, better ftay where you: m
your paﬂ: conﬁnement hangs fo heavy upon you—But
now there will be a fudden end toit. — Adieu, my
dear |—Three words only— Let your compliance be
fincere ! — And love me, ‘as.you ufed to:love: ﬁ@dr
Your grandfather did not do fo much for you,as I w
do for you. §9 G S
Without fuffering me;to re'ply, he hurry’d away,
I thought, as if he had an efcape, and was ‘glad his
part was over. o eI
Don’t'you fee; my dear, how. they are all deter-
min’d ?—Have I not reafon to dread next Tuefday?+
Up prefently after came my fifter : — T o obferve,
I fuppofe, the way 1 was in--—She foundunﬁud
tears.
Have you not a Thomas a Kempxs, ﬁﬁer? ﬂa
{tiff air. 1 A
- I have, Madam. .r;i:zi,;s‘g.
Madam! How long are we to be at thxsw &
Clary ? w
N}ol longer, if you allow me to call you, ﬁﬂel:, 4
dear Bella! And I took her hand. ..r‘ BIETOW 1)
No fawning neither, girl ! . 1.1} 2R
I withdrew my hand as haftily, sas Iﬂ:ould ‘ o, ify
reaching at a parcel from under the wood, I badzhh
bit by a fcorpion. 1 aqbd st dis i)
I beg pardon.— Too, too ready to make ad\{“ ;
I am always fubjefting myfelf to contempts b1 o
People who know not how to keep a middle
baviour, faid the, muﬁ ever-more do fo. Jc}i ’
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w A will fetch you the Kempis—I did—Here it is.—

# You will find excellent things, Bella, in that little

i ROk o100 DG '

I with, retorted fhe, you had profited by them.

s I with you may, faid I. Example from a fifter older

i than one’s felf is a fine thing. ‘ :
~ Older ! Saucy little fool | — And away the flung.

s~ What a captious old woman will my fifter make,

x if fhe lives to be one ! — Demanding the reverence ;

% yet not aiming at the merit; and atham’d of the

4 years, that only can intitle her to the reverence.

g It is plain from what I have related, that they think

s they have got me at fome advantage, by obtaining

y Iy, confent to. this. interview : But if it were not,
Betty’s impertinence juft now would make it more

4 ewident. She has been complimenting me upon it

y and upon the vifit of my uncle Harlowe. ~ She fays,
the difficulty now is more than half over with me.. She

J is fure I would not fee Mr. Solmes, but to have him.

4 Now fhall fhe be foon better imploy’d: than of late

i fhe has been.  All hands will be at work. She loves

y dearly to have weddings go forward {— Who knows
whofe turn will be next? ,

y .« I found in the afternoon a reply to my anfwer to
Mr. Lovelace’s letter : It is full of promifes, full of
gratitude, of eternal gratitude, is his word, among

y others ftill more hyperbolic. ~ Yet Mr. Lovelace, the
lea/? of any man whofe letters I have feen, runs into

. thofe elevated abfurdities. I fhould be apt to defpife
him for it, if he did. . Such language looks always to
me, as if the flatterer thought to find a woman a fool,

, or hop’d to make her one. .

.5 e regrets my indifference to him ; - which. puts

¢ all the hope he has in my favour, upon my friends

. ¢ fhocking ufage of me.
- € As to my charge upon him of unpolitenefs and
€ uncontroulablenefs— What (he afks) can he fay?

Y

¢ he

i-.;_ -~ Go gle o
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¢ he has too much ingenuity to attempt to do fo:
¢ Yet is ftruck dumb by my harfh conftruétion, that
¢ his acknowleging temper is owing more to his care-
< lefiiefs to defend himfelf, than to his inclination to
¢amend. He had never Jefore met with the ob-
< je&ions againft his morals which 1 had raifed, jufly
¢ raifed. And he was refolved to obviate them.
¢ What is it, he afks, that he had promifed, but re-
¢ formation by my example? And what occafion for
¢ the promife, if he had not faults, and thofe ve
¢ great ones, to reform of 7 He hopes, acknowlege-
¢ ment of an crror is no bad fign ; altho” my fevere
¢ virtue has interpreted it into one.

¢ He believes I may be right (feverely right, he
¢ calls it) in my judgment againft making reprifals in
¢ the cafe of the intelligence he receives from my fa-
¢ mily : He cannot charge himfelf to be of a temper
¢ that leads him to be inquifitive into any-body’s pri-
< vate offairs ; but hopes, that the circumftances of
¢ the cafe, and the ftrange condu& of my friends,
¢ will excufe him 5 efpecially, when fo much depends
¢ upon his knowing the movements of a family fo
¢ violently bent, by meafures right or wrong, to carry
¢ their point againft me, in malice to him. People
¢ he fays, who act like Angels, ought to have Angels
¢ to deal with. For his part, - he has not yet learn’d
¢ the difficult leflon of returning good fur evil : And
¢ fhall think himfelf the lefs encourag’d to learn it,
¢ by the treatment I have met with, from the very
¢ fpirits, which, were he to lay himfelf under their feet,
¢ would trample upon him, as they do upon me.
. ¢ He excufes himfelf for the liberties he owns he
¢ has heretofore taken in ridiculing the marriage-ftate.
¢ It is a fubject, he fays, that he has not of late treated
¢ fo lightly. He owns it to be fo trite, fo beaten, a
¢ topic with all libertines and witlings ; fo frothy, fo
¢ empty, fo nothing-meaning, fo worn-out a theme,
¢ that he is heartily afhamed of himfelf, -ever to have

¢ made

Go gle
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€ made it Ais. . He condemns it as a ftupid reflection
* upon the laws and good order of fociety, and upon
®a man’s own anceftors: And in himfelf; who has

& fome reafon to value himfelf upon his defcent and

¢ alliances, more cenfurable, than in thofe who have
“not the fame advantage to boaft of. He promifes
¢ to be more circumf{pect than ever, beth in his words
¢ and ‘aétions, that he may be more and more wor-
‘“thy of my approbation ; and that he may give an
& aflurance before-hand, that a foundation 1s laid in -
¢hismind, for my example to work upon, with equal
#reputation and effet to us both ;—if he may be fo
¢happy as to call me his.
s ‘qIJ-Ie gives me up; as abfolutely loft, if Fgo to my
funcle Antony’s : The clofe confinement; The
& Moated-houfe ; The Chapel ; the implacablenefs of
“my brother and fifter, and their power over the reft
‘of my family, he fets forth in ftrong lights, and
ﬁ hints, that he muft have a ﬁrugg%e to pre-
Swent my being carry’d thither.”
++¥our kind, your generous interefting of yourfelf
in your mamma’s favour for me, I hope, will prevent
thofe ‘harfher extremities which I might otherwife be
driven to. And to you I will fly, if permitted, and
-keep all my promifes, of not correfponding with anv-
‘bedy, not feeing any-body, but by your mamma’s
‘difeGtion and yours. — I will clofe, and depofite at
This place. It is not neceflary to fay, How much

LT R Your ever-affectionate and obliged
Cr. HarLowE.

S o "LET-
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Mifs Cuarissa HarLowE, 7o Mif; Hows. -

 Monday, Jpril 3.

I Am glad my papers are fafe in your hands. I will -
make it my endeavour to deferve your good opi-
nion, that I may not at once difgrace your judgment, -
and my own heart. » 5
I have another letter from Mr. Lovelace.  He is
extremely apprehenfive of the meeting I am to have -

w.

with Mr. Solmes to-morrow. He fays, ¢ That the airs +

¢ that wretgh gives himfelf on the occafion; add to

< his concern ; and it is with infinite difficulty that
¢ he prevails upon himfelf, not to make him a vifit, to -
¢ let him know what he may expe&, if compulfion be -
¢ ufed towards me in his favour.  He aflures me, That
< Solmes has actually talked with tradefmen of new

¢ equipages, and names the people in town, with.

¢ whom he has treated : That he has even’ (Was there

ever fuch a horrid wretch !) ¢ allotted This and That
¢ apartment. in his. houfe, for a nurfery, and other
¢ offices.’ : sasiks
How fhall I bear to hear fuch a creature talk of
love to me ? I fhall be out of all patience with him !
~—Befides, I thought that he did not dare to make or
talk of thefe impudent preparations — So inconfiftent
as fuch are with my brother’s views — But I fly the
fhocking fubject. : |
Upon this confidence of Solmes, you will lefs won-
der at That of Lovelace, ¢ in preffing me, in the name
¢ of all his family, to efcape from fo determined a
¢ violence, as is intended to be offer’d to me atmy
¢ uncle’s : That the forward contriver fhould propofe
¢ his_uncle’s chariot-and-fix to be at the ftile ithat
¢ Jeads to the lonely coppice, = adjoining to. our

¢ padacck.  You will feec how audacioufly he men-

¢ -tions
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¢ tions fettlements ready drawn ; horfemen ready, to
¢ mount ; and one of his coufins Montague to be in
¢ the chariot, or at the George in the neighbouring
¢ yillage, waiting to accompany me to Lord M’s, or
¢ to either of his aunts, or'to town, as I pleafe ; and
¢ upon fuch orders, or conditions, and under fuch re-
‘¢ frictions, as to himfelf, as I fhall prefcribe.’

' Youwwill fee how he threatens ¢ To watch and way-
&lay them, and refcue me, as he calls it, by an
¢ armed force of friends and fervants, 'if ‘they attempt
¢ to carry me againft mywill to my uncle’s ; and this,
¢ whether I give my confent to the enterprife, or not:
¢ —S8ince he fhall have no hopes if I am once there.”

~ Omy dear friend | Who can think ofighefe things,

- and not be extremely miferable in her appfehenfions !

Fhis mifchievous fex ! Whathud I to do'with any
‘of them 3 or they with me | — I had deferv’d This, -

“were it by my own feeking, by my own giddinefs,
. «that T had brought myfelf into this fituation—I wifh,

‘with all my heart— But how foolifhly we are apt to
“wifh, when we find ourfelves unhappy, and know
not how to help ourfelves. ki A9y
 On'your mamma’s goodnefs, however, is my re-
fiance. If I can but avoid being precipitated on ‘eis
‘ther hand, till my coufin Morden arrives, a recon-
ciliation'muft follow ; and all will be happy !~
= I have depofited a letter for Mr. Lovelace; in
‘which <1 charge him to avoid any rafh ftep, any vific
“€ito Mr. Solmes, which may be followed by aéts of
¢-yiolence, as he would not difoblige me for ever.
T re-affure/him, ¢ That I will {fooner die than be
~& that'man’s wife. !

¢ Whatever' be my ufage, whatever the refult of

¢ this ‘interview, I-infift upon his not prefuminy to

€ offer violence to any of my friends: And exprefs
€ myfelf highly difpleafed, that he fhould prefume up-
¢ on fuch an intereft in my favour, as to think him-
- & felf intided to difpute my father’s authority in my
. i ) 5 ¢ removal -
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172 The History of

¢ removal to my uncle’s ; altho’ I tell him, that I will
¢ omit neither prayers nor contrivance, even to the
¢ making of myfelf ill, to avoid going.’

To-morrow is Tuefday |— How foon comes up-
on us the day we dread ! — O that a deep fleep of
twenty-four hours would feize my faculties — But
then the next day would be Tuefday, as to all the
effeéts and purpofes, for which I fo much dread it, If
this reach you fl))cfore the event of this fo much ap-
prehended interview can be known, pray for

Your : :
Cr. HARLOWE.

PETTER XXX
Mifs CLarissa HarvLowe, To Mifs HowE.

Tuefday Morning, Six o’ Clock.
THE day is come !—1I wifh it were happily over.
_ I have had a wretched night. Hardly a wink
have I flept, ruminating upon the approaching inter-
view. The very diftance of time they confented to,
has added folemnity to the meeting, which otherwife
it would not have had, 1 AT bat
A thoughtful mind is not a blefling to be coveted,
unlefs it had fuch a happy vivacity with it, as yours:
A vivacity, which enables a perfon to enjoy the pre-

* [ent, without being over-anxious about the future. .

Tuefday, Eleven o’ Clock.

I HAvE had a vifit from my aunt Hervey. = Betty,
in her alarming way, told me, I fhould have a Lady
to breakfaflt with me, whom I little expected ; giving
me to believe it was my mamma. This flutter’d me
fo much, on hearing a Lady coming up-ftairs, fup-
pofing it was fhe (not knowing how to account for
her motives in fuch a vifit, after I had been fo lo

banifh’d from her prefence) that my aunt, at her en~

© “trance,
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trance, took notice of my diforder, and after the firit
falutation,

+ Why, Mifs faid the, you feem furpriz’d !~ Upon
my word, you thoughtful young Ladies have firange
apprehenfions about nothing at all. What, taking
my hand, can be the matter with you ?— Why, my
dear, tremble, tremble, trcmble at this rate 7 Y ou’!l
be fit to' be feen by no-body. - Come, my love,
kiffing my cheek, pluck up a courage! By this need«
Jefs flutter on the approaching interview, when it is
‘over, you will judge of your other antipathies, and
Jaugh at yourfelf for giving way to {o apprehentive an
‘imagination.

I faid, that whatever we ftrongly im%in’d, was,
in its effeés at the time, more than imaginary, altho’
to others it might not appear fo: That I had nct
refted one hour all night: That the impertinent f{ct
over me had flutter’d me, with giving me room to
“think, ‘that it was my mamma who was coming up
o me : And that, at this rate, I thould be very litlg
-qualify’d to fee any-body I difliked to fee. F
. There was no accounting for thefe things, the faid.
M. Solmes laft night fuppos’d he fhould be under as
.much agitation as % S
“'Who is it, then, Madam, that {o relu&ant an in~
‘terview on both fides, is to pleafe?

. Bothof you, my dear, I hope, after the firft flurrics
are over. 'The moft apprehenfive beginnings, I have
‘often known, make the happieft conclufions.
. There can be but one happy conclufion to the in-
tended vifit, and that is, That both fides may be fa-
-tisfy’d it will be the lait. 2
- = She then reprefented, how unhappy it would be for
‘e, if T did not fuffer myfelf to be prevailed upon :
-She preffed me to receive him as became my edu-
cation : And declar’d, that his apprehenfions at fee-
{ng me, were owing to his love and his awe ; ‘inti-
~ mating, that true love was bef known by fear, and
o e I3 reverence ;
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reverence ; and that mo- bluftering, braving love
could deferve encouragement. :
To this I anfwered, That conftitution was a great
deal to be confidered: That a man of fpirit would a&
like one, and could do nething meanly : That a creep-
ing mind would creep in every-thing, where it had a
view to obtain a benefit by it; and infult, where it
had power, and nothing to expet :— That ‘this was
niot ‘a point now to be determin’d with me: That 1
had faid as much as I could poflibly fay on this fub-
ject 1 'That this interview was impofed upon me: By
thofe, indeed, who had a rigi'ht to impofe it'; but that
it was forely againft my will comply’d with, and for
this reafon, That there was qverfiony not wilfulnefs,
in the cafe ; and fo nothing could' come af it, but a
pretence, as I much apprehended, to ufe me {til
more feverely than I had been ufed. - :
She was then pleafed to charge me with prepof-
feffion, and prejudice: Expatiated upon the duty of
a child : Imputed to me abundance of fine qualities;
but told me, that, in this cafe, that of perfuadable-
nefs was wanting to crown All.  She infifted upon
the merit of obedience, altho’ my will were »of In it,
“From a little hint I gave of my ftill greater diflike to
fee Mr. Solmes, on account of the freedom I had
treated him with, fhe talked to me of his forgiving
difpofition ; of his infinite refpeét for me; and I-can-
not-tell-what of this fort.—
i I never found myfelf fo fretful in my life. T told
my aunt {o; and begg’d her pardon for it. ~ 'But fhe
daid, it was well difguifed then'; for fhe faw nothing
- but little tremors ufual with young Ladies, when they
- ‘were to fee their admirers for the ;(ir_*/i‘ time, ‘as this
might ‘be called: For that it was the firft time T'Had
confented to fee him in that light. — But that the
nexte—
How, Madam, interrupted I!—1Is it'then imagined
I give this meeting upon that foot ?— ~
To
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To be fure it is, child.—
Do be fure it is, Madam ! — Then do I yet defire

‘to decline it '— I will not, I cannot, fee him, if he

expects me to fee him upon thofe terms.
icenefs, punétilie! — Mere pundlilio, niece !—
Can you think that your appointment, Day, Place,

-Hour, and knowing what the intent of it was, is to

be interpreted away asa mere ceremony, and to mean
nothing ?~— Let me tell you, my dear, your father,
‘mother, uncles, every-body, refpe& this appointment

‘as the firft a& of your compliance with their wills ;
‘and thercfore recede not, I defire you; but make a

merit of what cannot be help’d —

¢ O the hideous wretch |— Pardon me, Madam,—
-7 to be fuppos’d to meet fuch a man as thet, with
fuch a view! and Ae to be arm’d with fuch an ex-

peétation |—But it cannot be that he expelts it; what-

_ever others may do.— It is plain he cannot, by'the
“fear he tells you all, he thall have to fee me : If his

bape were {o audacious, he could not fzar fo much.
Indeed, he has this hope; and juftly founded too.
But his fear arifes from his reverence, as I told you

 before.

His reverence I— his unworthinefs |— *T'is {8 appa-

‘rent; that he himfelf fees it, as well as every-body
“elfe.. Hence the purchafe he aims at ! — Hence is if,

that fettlements are to make up for acknowleg’d want
of merit |—

His unworthinefs, fay you |—Not fo faft, my dear.

Does not this look like fetting a high value upon

_yourfelf?— We all have exalted notions of your me-
_xit, niece; but neverthelefs, it would not be wrong,
_ if you were to arrogate lefs to yourfelf; tho’ more

- were to. be your due, than your friends attribute to.
_ you.

I am forry, Madam, it fhould be thought acro-

- gance in me, to fuppofe I am not worthy of a better

man than Mr, Solmes,. both as to perfon and mind :

aT Lg And
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And as to fortune, I thank God I defpife all that can
be infifted upon in his favour, from fo poor a plea. .
She told me, It fignify’d nothing to talk : f knew
the expeflation of every-one— N 3
Indeed I did not.— It was impoffible I could think
of fuch a ftrange expetation, upon a compliance

made only to fhew, I would comply in all that was

_in my power to comply with. b beall
I might eafily, the faid, bave fuppofed,, that every-
onc_thought I was beginning to oblige them all, by
the kind behaviour of my brother and fifter. to me in
the garden, laft Sunday ; by my fifter’s vifit to me
afterwards in my chamber ; altho’ both more ftifly
received by me, than were either wifhed or expeéted;
by my uncle Harlowe’s affeionate vifit to me the
fame afternoon ; not indeed fo very gratefully received,
as I ufed to receive his favours :— But this he kindly
imputed to the difpleafure I had conceived at my.con-
finement, and to my coming-off by degrees, thatI
might keep myfelf in countenance for my paft oppo-

fition |

See, my dear, the low cunning of that Sunday-
management, which then fo much furprifed me! And
fee the reafon why Dr. Lewin was admitted to vifit
e, yet forbore to enter upon a fubje&t that I thought
he came to talk to me about |— For, it feems, there
was no occafion to difpute with me on a point I was
to be fuppofed to have conceded to.— See, alfo, how
unfairly my brother and fifter muft have reprefented
their pretended kindnefs, when (tho’ they had an end
to anfwer by appearing kind) their antipathy to me
feems to have been fo ftrong, that they could not help
infulting me by their arm-in-arm lover-like behaviour
to cach other; as my fifter afterwards likewife did,
when fhe came to borrow my Kempis.— e
I'lifted up my hands and eyes | — I cannot, faid I,
give this treatment a name !~ The end fo unlikely to be
anfwer’d by means {o low ! —I know whefe the whole
is!

Go gle
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M;fs Clariffla Harlowe. 17

is '—He that could get my uncle Harlowe to contri-
bute his part, and procure the acquiefcence of the reft
‘of my friends to it, mufl have the power to do any
thing with them againft me |—

* Again my aunt told me, that talking and inve&live,
‘mow I had given the expeftation, would fignify no-
“thing. She hoped I would not thew them all, that
they had been too forward in their conftructions of my
defire to oblige'them. She could affure me, that it
would be worfe for me, if #zow I receded, than if I
bad never advanced—

'  Advanced, Madam ! How can you fay advanced ?
; m, this is a trick upon me I— A poor, low trick !
. ' n me, Madam, L don’t fay you have a hand in
|  it.— But, my deareft aunt, tell me, Will not m
,b mamma be prefent at this dreaded interview ?!— Wi

fhe not {o far favour me ?—Woere it but to.qualify—
Qualify, my dear, interrupted the—Your mamma,.
and your uncle Harlowe, would. not be prefent on:
this occafion for the world—
O then, Madam, how can they look. upon my-
eonfent to this interview as an advance 2
- My aunt was difpleafed at this home pufh.. Mifs:
Clary, faid fhe, there is no dealing with you. It
would 'be happy for you, and for every-body elfe,.
were your obedience as ready as your wit.. L will
- Jeave you—
= Not in anger, I hope, Madam ! interrupted I—
All T meant was, to obferve, that let the meeting:
iflue a';;t mu/t iflue, it cannot be a.difappointment to-
.any-body. :
O Mifs ! you féem to be a very determin’d’young:
ereature.— Mr. Solmes will be here. at your time ::
And remember once more, that upon the coming;
afternoon depends the peace of your whole family,,
and your own happinefs.—
And fo faying, down fhe hurried..

b A=t s Hee:
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Here I ftop. In what wayT fhall refume, orwhen,
is not left to me to conjecture ; much lefs to deter-
mine. T am exceffively uneafy |— No' good news
from your mamma, I doubt !—T will depofite thus
far, for fear of the worft. o103

Adieu, my beft, my only friend!

) ) S U R B L B
. Mifs Crarissa HarrowE, To Mifs Howk. ,
Tuefday Evening 3 and continued thro’ the night.
W ELL, my dear, I am alive, and here! But
how long I fhall be either here, ‘or alive, I 'can-
not fay |—I have a vaft deal to write ; and perhaps thall
have little time for it. Neverthelefs, T muft tell you
how the faucy Betty again fluttered me, when the
came up with this-Solmes’s meffage ; altho’, as'you
will remember from my laft, 1'was in'a way before,
that wanted' no additional furprizes. - ' oA
Mifst "Mifs I Mifs! cry’d the, as faft as fhe cou!
fpeak, with her arms fpread abroad, and all her fingers
diftended, and held up, will you be pleafed to walk
down into your own parlour ?-—"There is every-body,
P11 affure you,'in full congregation ' — And there is
Mr. Solmes, as fine as a Lord, with a charming white
peruke, fine laced fhirt and ruffles, coat trimmed
with filver, and a waiftcoat ftanding an end with
Tace I— Quite handfome, believe me !— You never
faw fuch an alteration |—— Ah'! Mifs, fhaking her
head, ’tis pity you have faid fo much againft him 1—
But you know how to come off; for all that I hope
it will not be too late |— : ; s 4
Impertinence! faid I,—Wert thou bid to come up
in this fluttering way ?— And I took up my fan, and
fann’d myfelf. i
Blefs me! faid the, how foon thefe fine young
Ladies will be put into ffufferations ! — I meant not
either to offend or frighten you, I am furee— =
Every«
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ry-body there,. do you fay ?—Who do you call.

body *—
/hy, K‘hfs, holding ‘out her left. palm opened,.
and ‘with a flourith, and a fancy leer, patting 1t with:
~ the fore-finger of the other at every mentioned per--
~ fon, There is your papa |—There is your mamma |—
- There is your uncle Harlowe '—There is your uncle
- Antony I=Your aunt Hervey |—A4y young Lady |—
5 m young mafter '—And Mr. Solmes, with the
great courtier, ftanding up, becaufe he named.
i— Mirs. Betty, faid he, [Then the ape of a.
h bowed, and fcraped, as awkwardly as I fup-
e perfon {he endeavoured to imitate] Pray give
* humble fervice to Mifs, and tell her, I wait her-
mmands..
Vas not this a wicked wench ?—I trembled. fo, I
d hardly ftand. I was fpiteful enough to fay,.
her young miftrefs, I fuppofed, bid. her put on.
airs, to frighten-me out of a capacity of behaving:
calmly, as fhould procure me my uncle’s com--
on. \
hat a way do- you put, yourfélf in, Mifs,. faid:
1c _infolent I— Come, dear Madam, taking up my
an, f”!}ii;:‘h I,;);:nlalid ‘down,.and approaching the with:
it, fanning, fhall I— : pd a3
. None of thy impertinence !— But fay you, a// my-
are below with him? And am.I to appear be-
em gll? : :
n’t.tell if they’ll ftay when you come. Ithink:
ey feemed to be moving when Mr. Solmes gave me-
qxid'c?rzi,.-.-—B;it. what, anfwer: fhall I carry to the-
re .
7o L can’t gol:—But yet, when ’tis over; *tis over !’
Al wait upon—1I'll attend—Ill come prefently—-
any thing; I care not what— But give me my-
ind fetch me a glafs of water.. -
went, and I fanned myfelfall the time;. for I
.wgﬁ'me}, and hemm’d,. and ftruggled with my-
; : L6 UG,

(
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felf, all T could ;. and, when fhe returned, drank
my water ; and finding no hope prefently of a quieter
heart, I fent her down, and followed her with preci=

pitation ; - trembling fo, that, had I pot Pl 40 -
queftion if I could have gone down at alli SO, my =
dear, what a poor, paflive machine is the body, when =
the mind is diforder’d! 0SS LIRS
There are two doors to my parlour, as I uﬁdﬁﬁaf 4
call it. As I entered at one, my friends hurried out =
" at the othér. I faw juft the gown of my fifter,'the
laft who flid away. My uncle Antony went out
with them ; but he {taid not long, as you fhall hears
And they all remained in the next parlour, a wain=
{cot-partition only. parting.the two. I remember
them both in one: But they were feparated in favour
of us girls, for each to recgive her vifitors in, at hex
pleafure, Ll S
Mr, Solmes approached me as foon as I enteredy =
cringing to the ground ; a vifible confufion in: every
feature of his face. Afterhalf a dozen choak’d-up Ma
dams,— He was very forry— he was very much ¢
cerned—It was his misfortune—And there he fta
being unable prefently to complete a fentence.
This gave me a little more prefence of mind. Cow=
ardice in a foe begets courage in one’s-felf:—1I fee that
plainly now ; — Yet perhaps, at bottom, the
made bravo is a greater coward than the other.
I turned from him, and feated myfelf in one of
fire-fide chairs, fanning myfelf. I bave fince rec
fe€ted, that I muft have looked very faucily.. €
1 have had any thoughts of the man, I fhould.

cale of an averfion fo perfeétly fincere? . . 1 -

He hemmed five or fix times, as I had done abe
and thefe produced a fentence—That I could not
fee his confufion. This fentence produced t
three more. I believe my aunt was his tutorefs : [
it was his awe, Nis reverence for fo fuperla
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— [I affure you] —And he hoped—he hoped—
e times he hoped, before he told me what—
I was too generous [Generofity, he faid, was
‘charalter]; to defpife him for fuch— for fuch—
Zrue tokens of his love.— ' :

- 11.Ido.indeed fee you under fome confufion, Sir ; and
 this gives me hope, that altho’ I have been compelled,

' ﬁm&y call it, “to this intérview, it may be attended
‘with hap
eh

=5 -8 &8 s

; ier effets than I had apprehended from it
a E v hemmed himfelf into more courage.

1Y ou could not, Madam, imagine any creature fo
~ blind to your merits, and fo little attrated by them,
y to forggo the intereft and approbation he was
poured with by your worthy family, while he had
p hope given him, that one day he might, by his
feverance and zeal, expe&t your favour.
~ I am but too much aware, Sir, that it is upon the
ntereft and approbation you mention, that you build
hope. It is impofiible, ‘otherwife, that a man,
has any regard for his"ewn happinefs, would
vere againft fuch declarations as I have made,
d think myfelf obliged to make, in juftice to you,
well as to myfelf. , .
had feen many inftances, he told me, and had
d of more, where Ladies had feemed as averfe,
d yet had been induced, fome by motives of com-
fion ; others by perfuafion of friends, to change
‘minds; and had been very happy afterwards :
. Agaﬂ*vhe*hope‘d this might be the cafe here, i
f.hlle ‘have no notion, Sir, of compliment, in an ar-
ticle of fuch importance as this: Yet am I forry to be
~ ebliged to fpeak my mind fo plainly, as Tam going
0 do.—Know then, thatI have invincible objections,
ty to your addrefs. I have declared them with an
1eftnefs that T believe is without example: And
#— Becaufe I believe it is without example, that
young creature, circumftanced as I am, was ever
ted as I have been treated on your account,

3
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Tt is ‘hoped, Madam, that your confent may;ir }
time, be obtained : 7hat is the hope; and I ﬂmﬂ be .
a miferable man if it cannot.

Better, Sir, give me leave to fay, you were*ml—
. ferable by yourfelf, than that you thould make two fo.

You may have heard, Madam, things to my" dif~
advantage.—No man is without enemies.—DBe pleafed
to let me know what you have heard, and I will either
own my faults, and amend 3 or I will convince ou,.
that I am bafely defpattered: And once I underftand.
you overheard fomething that I fhould fay, that'gave
you offence :— Unguardedly, perhaps; but nothing
but what fhewed my value, and that" Iwould perfift
fo long as I could have hope.

I have indeed heard many things to' your difad-
vantage:— And I was far from being pleafed with:
what I overheard fall front your lips : But as you were
not any thing to me, and never could be, it was not
for me to be concerned about the one or the other.

I am forry, Madam, to hear this: I am fure you.
fhould not tell me of any fault, that I would be un-
willing to correct in myfelf, !

Then, Sir, correct this fault:— Do not wifh to. _ §

L
2
!
A
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have a poor young creature compelled in the moft.
material article of her life, for the fake of motives fhe-
defpifes; and in behalf of a perfon fhe cannot value:
‘One that has, in her own right, fufficient to fet her
above all offers, and a fpirit that craves no more than.
what it has, to make itfelf eafy and happy.

I don’t fee, Madam, how you would be happy,
T were to difcontinue my addrefs : For !

That is nothing to you, Sir, mterrupted I"Do 1
you but withdraw your pretenfions :» And if ‘it’ be. L
thought fit to. fltart up another man for my punifh-
ment, the blame will not lie at our door. ~ You wilk ';]h
be intitled to my thanks ; moit heartily wxll e |
thank you.

He paufed, and feemed a little at alofs: Andl
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to give him ftill ftronger and more perfonal

| Hwvas going to give him fil :
I of my plain-dealing ;' when in came my un-
. cle Antony !

. 180, niece, fo!—fitting in ftate like a Queen, give-
- ing audience |—haughty audience |—Mr. Solmes, why
~ fland you thus humbly ?— Why this diftance, -man?
“hope to fee you upon a more intimate footing before

N3 T arofe, as foon as he entered— and approached
«with ‘a bent knee : Let me, Sir, reverence my

suncle; whom I'have not for fo longa time feen |—Let

. sme, Sir, befpeak your favour and compaffion |

1 You’ll have the favour of every-body, niece, when

afron know how to deferve it.

" If ever I deferved it, I deferve it now.— I have
~ 'been hardly ufed— I have made propofals that ought
~to have been accepted ; and fuch as would not have
- been affed of me. What have I.done, that I muft
- be banithed and confined thus difgracefully ¢ That I
~ imuft be allowed to have no free-will, in an article
~ that concerns my prefent and future happinefs ?—
 Mifs Clary, replied my uncle, you have had your
- will in every-thing till now ;-and this makes your
. “parents will it fo heavy upon you. ¢

. My will, Sir! Be pleafed to allow me to afk, What

- 'was my will till now, but'my father’s will, and yours,
~ and my uncle Harlowe’s will>— Has it not been my
~ pride to obey and oblige?— I never afked a favour,
‘that I did not firft fit down and confider, if it were fit
to be granted. And now, to fhew my obedience,
have I not offered to live fingle ? Have I not offered
to diveft myfelf of my grandfather’s bounty, and to
- caft myfelf upon my papa’s; to be withdrawn, when-
. ever I difoblige him ? Why, dear good Sir, am I to
- be made unhappy in a point fo concerning to my
~ happinefs ?

L

ndfather’s eftate is not wifhed from you.
1are not defired to live a fingle life, = You know

our
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our motives, and we guefs at yours.  And let me tell

ou, well as we love you, we would much foonerchoofe
to follow you to the grave, than that yours fhould
.take place. :

I will engage never to marry any man, without
my father’s confent, and your’s, Siry” and every-
body’s. Did I ever give you caufe to doubt my
word 7—And here I will take the folemneft oath that
can be offered me-

That is the matrimonial one, interrupted he, with
a big voice—and to this gentleman.— It thall, it fhall,
coufin Clary |— And the more you oppofe it, the
worfe it {hall be for you.

This, and before the man, who feem’d to affume
courage upon it, highly provoked me..

‘Then, Sir, you fhall fooner follow me to the grave:
.indeed.— 1 will undergo the crueleft death: I wilk
even confent to enter into the awful vault of my an-
ceftors, and to have that bricked -up upon me, tham
confent to be miferable for life.— And, Mr. Solmes,.
(turning to him) take notice of what I fay ; Zhis, er:
any death, I will fooner undergo (That will foon be:
over), than be yours, and for ever unhappy.!

My uncle was in a terrible rage upon this: He
took K/Ir Solmes by the hand, fhocked as the man
feemed to be, and drew him to the window— Don’t
be furprifed, Mr. Solmes, don’t be concerned at #his.
We know, and rapp’d out a fad. oath, what women’
will fay : The wind is not. more boiftrous, nor more
changeable : And again he fwore to That| If you
think it worth your while to wait for fuch an ungrate-
ful girl as This, T'll engage the’ll veer about 5 I'll en~
gage fhe ball: And a third time violently f{wore
to 1t. ;

Then coming up to me (who had thrown myfelf,
very much difordered by my vechemence, into the
contrary window), as if he would have beat me 3 his
. fage violently working, his hands. clenched,. and bis.

“teeth:
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Mifs Clarifla Harlowe. 185
 teeth fet—Yes, yes, yes, hiffed the poor gentleman,
fhall, you fhall, you fhall, coufin Clary, be Mr.
-?ﬁ;es’s 3 we will fee that you fhall; and this in one
~ week at fartheft.— And then a fourth time he con-
firmed it. Poorgentleman, how he fwore |~—Strange !
that people ‘who have fuffered in their time fo much
y ftorms, fhould be fo ftormy !
+ 1 am forry, Sir, faid I, to fee you in fuch a paf-
fion. All This, I am but too fenfible, is owing to
. my brother’s inftigation ; who would not himfelf give
Jdnflance of duty thatis exa&ted from me. Itis
for me to withdraw. I fhall but provoke you
farther, I fear : For though I would gladly obey you,
if1 could, yet This is a point determined with me ;
.and I cannot fo much as wi/h to get it over.
. How could one help thefe ftrong declarations, the
man in prefence?
- was going out at the door I came in at ; the gentle-
- men looking upon one another, as if referring to each
- other what to do, or whether to engage my ftay, or
fuffer me to go: And who fhould I meet at the door
but my brother, who had heard all that had paffed.
Judge my furprize, when he bolted upon me fo
- unexpectedly, and taking my hand, which he grafped
~with violence, Return, pretty Mifs, faid he; return,
- if you pleafe !— You fhall not yet be bricked up!/—
Your inffigating brother fhall fave you from That !-—
O thou fallen angel, faid he, peering up to my down-
 caft face,— fuch a fweetnefs here /— and fuch an ob-~
. ftinacy there, tapping my neck ! — O thou true wo-
_man |—tho’ fo young— But yeu fhall net have your
~ Rake : Remember that ; in a loud whifper, as if he
~would be decentijy indecent before the man |— You
fhall be redeemed, and this worthy gentleman, raifing
_ his voice, will be fo good as to redeem you from
ruin—and hereafter you will blefs him, or have rea-
fon to blefs him, for his condefcenfion ;5 that was the
al brother’s word ! g &
- e
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He had led me up to meet Mr. Solmes, whofe hand

he took, as he himfelf held mine. Here, Sir, faid he,. -

take the rebel daughter’s hand ; 1 give it you news; She
thall confirm the gift in a week’s time ; or will have
neither father, mother, nor uncles, to boaft of.

I fnatched my hand away.

How now, Mifs |— of

And how now, Sir— What right have Yo v to
difpofe of my hand ?—If you govern every-body elfe,
you fhall not govern me; efpecially in a point fo im=
mediately relative to myfelf, and in which you neither
have, nor ever fhall have, any thing to do.-

I would have broke from him, but he held my
hand too faft, :

Let me go, Sir —Why am I thus treated ?—You
defign, 1.doubt not, with your unmanly gripings, to
hurt me, as you do: But again I fay, Wherefore is
it that T am to be thus treated by You ?

He toffed my hand from him with a whirl, that
pained my very fhoulder. - I wept, and held my other
hand to the part. , .

Mr. Solmes blamed him ; fo did my uncle.

He had no patience, he faid, with fuch a perverfe-
nefs; and to think of my refleGtions upon himfelf,
before he entered. He had only given me back the
hand, I had not deferved he fhould touch. It ‘was
one of my arts, to pretend to be pained. = -

Mr. Solmes faid, He would fooner give up all his
hopes of me, than that I thould be ufed unkindly :
And he offered to plead in my behalf to them both ;
and applied himfelf with a bow, as if for my appro-
bation of his interpofition. :

But, I faid, I am obliged to your intention, Mr.
Solmes, to interpofe to fave me from my brother’s.

- violence : But I cannot wifh to owe fo poor an obli- *

gation to a man whofe ungenerous pexfeverance is

the occafion, or at leaft the pretence, of #hat violence,,

and of all my difgraceful fufferings. B
How
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How generous in you, Mr. Solmes, faid my bro-
dhier to him, to interpofe in behalf of fuch anim-
moveable fpirit! But' I beg of you to perfift !— For
4l our family’s fake; and for ber: fake too, if you
love her, perfift l—Let us fave her, if poflible, from
ruining herfelf. - Look at her perfon’! Think of her
fine qualities 1-—All the world confefles them, and we
all gloried in her till now : She is worth faving !—
#And, after two or three more ftruggles, the will be
yours, and, take my word for it, will reward your

ati l—Talk not, therefore, of giving up your
hopes, for a little whining folly. She has entered upon
a parade, which fhe knows not how to quit with a
female grace. You have only her pride and her ob-
ftinacy to encounter : And, depend upon ity you will
{ be as happy a man in a fortnight, asa marry’d man
{ ¢an be.

You have heard me fay, my dear, that my brother
| has always taken a liberty to reflect upon our Sex, and
| wpon Matrimony ! — He would not, if he did not

think it wit/— Juft as poor Mr. Wyerley, and others,

-we both know, prophane and ridicule Scripture ; and
| 4l to evidence their pretenfions to the fame pernicious
| alent, and to have it thought, that they are too wife
| - to be good. :

1 - My Solmes, with a felf-fatisfied air, prefumptu-
oufly faid, He would fuffer every thing, to oblige my
| family, and to fave me. And doubted not to be
‘amplz‘rcwarded, could he be fo happy as to fucceed
‘at laft.
" M. Solmes, faid I, if you have any regard for
our own happinefs [Aine is out of the queftion :
‘ou have not generofity enough to make That any
“part of your fcheme] profecute no further your ad-
~drefs. Ttis but ju/? to tell you, that I could not bring:
“my heart to think of you, without the utmoft dif-
“approbation, before 1 was ufed as 1 have been :—And

can you think T am fach a flave, fuch a poar flave,,
noid as.

-
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as to_be brought to change my mznd bythe violent !
ufagfa\l

have met with ? o i
And you, Sir, turning to my brothm’, if yﬂuth'mk A
that meeknefs always indicates famenefss - and that there !
is no magnanimity without blufler, own yourfelf mif=
taken for once: For you fhall have reafon to judge!
from henceforth, that a generous mind is not to“w !
forced ; and that— 2 |
He lifted up his hands and eyes :- No more; faid the ¢
xmpenous wretch, I charge you ! —Then turning: to |
my uane, Do you hear, Sir? This is your once faﬂh— I
lefs niece ! This is your favourite ! 1
Mr. Solmes looked as .if he knew not what ‘to i
think of the matter; and had I been left alone with |
him, I faw plainly, I could have got rid of him eaﬁ!y‘ L
enough, L
My uncle came up to me, looking up to my fae&, E
and down to my feet: And is it poffible This: can’ 1
be you 2 All this violence from you, Mifs Clary 25060 §
{‘es, it is poflible, Sir— And, I will prefume »to f
fay, this vehemence on my fide, is but thenatural |
confequence of the ufage I have met with, and the &
rudenefs I am treated with, even in yeur prefence,
by a brother, who has no more right to controul ma, g
than I have to controul him.
This ufage, coufin Clary, was not till all otha‘ L
means were try’d with you, 2
Try’d! to what end, Sir— Do I contend for ariy )
thing more than a mere negative # ‘Youmay, Sir (tum-
ing to Mr. Solmes) poffibly you may, be induced the §
rather to perfevere, thus ungenerc:‘xlf‘liy, as the ufage,
I have met with, for your fake, what you have {
now feen offered to me by my brother, will {hew you* |
what I can bear, were my evil deftiny ever to make - i
-me yours ! 8
Lord, Madam, cried Solmes, all this time dﬂht&d q
into twenty different attitudes, as my brother;and my !i
uncle were blefling themfelves, and fpeakmgmly{n

|
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if each other by their eyes, and by their working features ;
Lord, Madam, what a conftru&ion is This!
#d A fair conftru&tion, Sir, interrupted I: For he
4 that can fee a perfon he pretends to value, thus treated,
and approve of it, muft be capable of treafing her
4 thus himfelf. And that you do approve of it, is evi-
4 dent by your declared perfeverance, when you know
I am confined, banithed, and infulted in- order to
make me confent to be what I never can be — And
this, let me tell you, as I have often told others, not
@ from motives of obftinacy, but aver/ion.
Excufe me, Sir, turning to my uncle !—To you,
o s to my papa’s brother,. [ owe duty. Ibeg your par-
don, that I cannot obey you : But as for my brather ;
i heis but my brother; he fhall not conftrainme. And,
turning to my brother, Knit your brows, Sir, and
frown as you willy I will atk you, Would yoz, in
my cafe, make the facrifices I am willing to make, to
obtain every one’s favour ? If nof, what right have
you to treat me thus? and to procure me to be treated
4| as I have been, for fo long paft?
¢| I had put myfelf by this time into great diforder.
»] They were filent, and feemed to want to talk to one
y another by their looks, walking about in violent dif-
"~ arders too, between whiles.—1I fat down fanning my-
.| felf (as it happened, againt the glafs) and I could per-
ceiye my colour go and come ; and being fick to the
very heart, and apprehenfive of fainting, I rung.
Betty came in.. I called for a glafs of water, and
| drank it :— But no-hody minded me— I heard my
. brother pronounce.the words, Art! d—d Art! to
Solmes ;. which, I'fuppofe, kept him back, together
with the apprehenfion; that he would not be welcome.
—Elfe I could fee the man was more affeCted than
my brother. And I, ftill fearing I thould faint, rifing,
took: hold of Betty’s arm, ftaggering with extreme
_ diforder, yet courtefying to my uncle, Let me hold by
you, Betty, faid I; Let me withdraw. :
mE ‘Whither
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Whither go you, niecé, faid my uncle? We have :
not done with you yet, I charge you depart not. i
Mr. Solmes has fomething to open to you, that will &
aftonith you :—And you fball hear i, t I

On]y, Sir, by your leave, for a few minutes lbh Jr
the air— 1 will return, if you command it —I will i
hear all that I am to hear 5 that it may be over Newy
and for-Ever. — You will go with me, Betty? - =

And fo, without any farther prohibition, I retired
into the garden; and there, cafting myfelf upon the :s
firft feat, and throwing Betty’s apron over my face,
leaning agamﬂt her fide, my hands between her’s, I
gave way to a violent burft of grief, or paffion, or »
both; which, as it feemed, faved my heart from break= &
ing, for T was fenfible-of an immediate reliefs (i &

I have already given you fpecimens of Mors. |
impertinence. I fhail not, therefore, trouble you'mth
more : For the wench, notwithftanding this my dis
ftrefs, took great hberues with me, after the faw me
a little recovered,. and as I walked further into the
garden ; m{omuch that I was obliged to filence her
by ‘an abfolute proh ibition  of faying another word to
me; and then fhe dropped behind me quite fullenauﬂ: :
gloomy. S |

It was near an hour before I was fent for in agamc :
The meflenger was my coufin Dolly Herv
with an eye of compaflion and refpect [for I\Zf
vey always loved me, and calls herfelf my fcholar;as
you know] told me, my company was deﬁred. wl 4

Betty left us. &

Who commands: my attendance, Mifs, faid 1 ? —_
Have you not been in tears, my dear? .

Who can forbear tears, faid fhe? !

Why, what’s the matter, coufin Dolly ?——Sure,ne- F
body is umtled to weep in this family, but I'! <

Yes, Iam, Madam, faid fhe, becaufe I love you. |

Ikifled her; And is it for me, my fweet coufin, |
that you fhed tears #— There never was love loft be-

tween
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tween us : But tell me, what is defigned- to be done
o) with me, that I have this kind inflance of your com-
il paffion for me? :
| You muft take no notice of what I tell you: But
my mamma has been weeping for you, too, with me;
durft not let any-body fee it: O my Dolly, faid -
mamma,’ there never was fo fet a malice in man,
.35 in your coufin James Harlowe. They will ruin
the flower and ornament of their family.
As how, Mifs Dolly >~ Did fhe not explain her-
—As how, my dear?
. Xes; fhe faid, Mr. Solmes would have given up his
laim to you; for he faid, you hated him, and there '
> no hopes; and your mamma was willing he
dhould ; and to have you taken at your word, to re-
ounce Mr. Lovelace, and to live fingle: My mam--
was for it too ; for they heard all that pafled be-
fWeen you and my uncle Antony, and my coufin
James ; faying, it was impoffible to think o prevail-
g upon you to have Mr. Solmes, My unclé:Har-
owe feemed in the fame way of thinking; at leaft, my
ma fays, he did not fay any thing to the con-
- But your papa was immoveable, and was
at your mamma and mine upon it : And heree
your brother, your fifter, and my uncle Antony,
in, .and-changed the fcene intirely. In thort,
ys, that Mr. Solmes had great matters ingaged
dm. . He owned, that you were the fineft youn
- Lady in England, and he would be content to be bug
little beloved, if he could 70, after marriage, engage
our heart, for the fake of having the honour to call
“you his but for ane twelvemonth—.lI fuppofe he would
ﬁ;}: our heart in the next~For he is a cruel-hearted
-ma ;am fure, '
friends may break my heart, coufin Dolly; but
mes will never have it in his power.
t know That, Mifs: You’ll have good luck
“having him, by what I can find; for my

mamma

H
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mamma fays, they are all now of one mind, herfelf
excepted ; and fhe is forced to be filent, your papa
and brother are both fo outragious. .

I am got above minding my brother, coufin Dolly
He is but my brother :=— But to my papa. I owe duty
and obedience, if I could comply.

We are apt to be fond of any-body, who will ﬁde
with us, when opprefled, or provoked : I always loved
my coufin Dolly ; but now fhe endeared herfelf to me
ten times more, by her foothing concern for me.: I
afked what fh¢ would do, were “he in my cafe?

Without hefitation fhe replied, Have Mr. Lovelace

out-of-hand, and take up her own eftate, if the were -

me; and there would be an end of it— And Mr.
Lovelace, fhe faid, was a fine gentleman ; — Mr.
Solmes was not worthy to buckle bis fhoes. - !

Mifs Hervey told me further, that her mamma was
defired, to come to me, to fetch me in ; but fhe ex-
cufed herfelf. I fhould have all my fnends, the ﬁud,
fhe believed, fitin judgment upon me.

I with it had been fo. But, as I have been teld
fince, neither my papa, nor my mamma, would truft
themfelves with me: The one for paflion-fake, it
feems 3 my mamma, for tenderer confiderations.

By this time we entered the houfe. Mifs accom~
panied me into the parlour, and left me, asa perfon
devoted, I juft then thought.

No-body was there. I fat down, and had lﬁfure
to weep ; refleCting, with a fad heart, upon what my
coufin Dolly had told me.

They were all in my fifter’s parlour adjommg For
I heard a confufed mixture of voices, fome louder

than others, drowning, as it feemed, the more com-

paflionating accents.
Female accents I could diftinguifh the drowned ones
to be. O my dear ! What a hard-hearted Sex is the

other ! Children of the fame parents, how came they ,

by their cruelty ? — Do they get it by travel? Do
- they
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‘they get it by converfation with one another ? — Or
how do they get it ?~— Yet my fifter too, is as hard-
hearted as any of them. But this may be no exception
aeither : For the has been thought to be mafculine in

_ her air, and in her fpirit. She has then, perhaps, a

foul of the other Sex in a body of ours.— And fo,
for the honour: of our own, will I judge of every wo-
sman for the future, who, imitating the rougher man-
~mers of men, aéts unbefeeming the gentlenefs of her
own fex. i

Forgive me; my dear friend, breaking into my
ftory by thefe refleCtions. Were I rapidly to purfue
~my narration, without ' thinking, without refle€ting,

_ I believe I fhould hardly be able to keep in my right

‘mind: Since vehemence and paffion would then be al-
‘ways uppermoft ; but while I zhink as I write, I cool,
‘and my hurry of fpirits is allayed.

+ I believe 1 was above a quarter of an hour enjoy-
«ing my own comfortlefs contemplations, before any-
body came in to me; for they feemed in full de-

‘+bate.. My auntlooked in firft ; O my dear, faid the,
‘are you there? and withdrew haftily to apprife them
vof it. :

And then (as agreed upon, I fuppofe) in came my
-uncle Antony, crediting Mr. Solmes with the words,
wLet me lead you in, my dear friend 5 having hold of
~his hand ; while the new-made Beau aukwardly fol-
slowed, but more edgingly, as I may fay, fetting his

“ifeet mincingly, to avoid treading upon his leader’s
heels. Excule ‘me, my dear, this feeming levity 5
~but thofe we do not love, in every thing are ungrace-

ful with us.

I ftood up. My uncle looked very furly.— Si¢
down !—fit down, girl!~And drawinga chair near
me,. he placed his dear friend in it, whether he would

vor not, I having taken my feat. - And my uncle fat
~on the other fide of me. ;

W i
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Well, niece, taking'my hand; we fhall have very
little more to fay to you than we have already faid,
as to the fubject that is fo diftafteful to you— Ignlefs,
indeed, you have better confidered: of ‘the matter—
And firft, let me know if you have? (i

The matter wants\no confideration, Sic. .

Very well, very well, Madam !, faid my nncle,

withdrawing ‘his hands from mine : Could I ever ha.va. .

thought of this from you ?

For God’s fake, deareft Madam, sk Mr So]mes,
folding his hands— And therehe ftopped. :

For God’s fake, what, Sir? — How came God’
fake, and your fake, I pray you, to be.the fame 2

This filenc’d him. My uncle could anly be angrys,
and that he was before.

Well, well, well, Mr. Solmes, faid. my uncle,
more of fupphcatxon You have ; not confidence
enough to expect a woman’s favour.

He then was pleafed to. hint what great thmgs;he
had defigned to do for me; and that it was more for
my fake, after he returned from the Indies,than for the
fake of any other of the family, that he had: xtfofVed
to live a fingle life.— But now, concluded he, that
the perverfe glrl defpifes all the great things it was once
as much in my will, as in my power, to do for. her,
I will change my: meafures.

I told him, that I moft fincerely thanked him for
+all his kind intentions to me :  But that Iiwas willing
‘to refign’ all claim to any other of bis favours than
“kind looks, and kind words. . .. ;

He looked about him this way and that

Mor. Solmes looked pitifully down. :

But both being filent, I was forry, 1 added tlaat 1

_-had too much reafon to fay a yery harfh fhmg, as it
‘might be thought ; which was, That if he would but
be pleafed to convince my brother and fifter,: that he
was abfolutely determined to alter his. generous pur-

pofes towards me, it might poflibly pmcu‘te me-
ttcr'

.
)
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 104
better quarter from both, than T was otherwifé likely
to have. ‘ d
My uncle was very much:difpleafed. ' But he had

not' the opportunity to exprefs his difpleafure, as he
feemed prepared to 'do ; for in came my brother, in

) exceediné‘ great wrath ; and called me feveral vile

names. His fuccefs hitherto, had fet him above keep-

~ ing even decent meafures.

- Was This my {piteful conftruétion, he atked? —
Was This the interpretation I 'put upon his brotherly
care of me, and concern for me, in order to prevent
my ruifiing myfelf?

- It"7s, indeed it 75, faid T: Tknow no other way
to'account for your late behaviour to me :'And before
your face, I repeat my requéft ‘to ‘my uncle, and I
will ‘make it 'to'my other uncle, whenever I am per-
mitted ‘to fee him, that they will confer all their fa-
vours upon you, and my fifter ;" and only make me
happy ‘{1t is all I'wifl for 1] in their kind 166ks, “and
kind words — ' : o
“IHow " they all' gazed upon one ‘another '~ But
«could T'be lefs peremptory before the man ? :
¥And, as to 'your care and concern for me, Sir, turn-

' g to'my brother; once more, I defire it not. You

are but my brother. My papa and mamma, I’ blefs
‘God, are both living ; ‘and, were they #st, you have
given me abundant reafon to fay, that you are the very

{t perfon'T would ‘with to have any concern for me.
““How; ' Niece? 'And is a Brother, an only Brother,

. of fo little confideration with you, as this comes to?

“And ought'he’ to have'no concern for his fifter’s ho-

nour, and the family’s honour?

1 %y honour, Sir {—T defire none of his concern for

That It never was endanger’d till it had his undefired

' rn ¥ —= Forgive me, Sir——But when my brother

knows how to aét like a brother, or behave like a gen-
: Q:Bemay deferve more.‘confideration from me,
it'is poflible for me to'think he now does.

Rl K 2
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1 thought my brother would have ‘beat me upont
this — But my uncle ftood between us.. /=110 & 20E
Violent girl, however, he called-me 1—Who,' faid
he, ‘would have thought it of her®-/ =1 bi sis B
"Chen was Mr. Solmes told; that I'was'unworthy
of his purfuit. 19D A5Vl 14 ol
But Mr. Solmes warmly took my part i He could
not bear; he faid, that I fhould be treated fo roughly."
And fo very much did he exert himfelf on this oc-
cafion, and fo patiently was his warmth received' by
my brother, that I began to fufpeét, that it wasa con-
trivance to make me think myfelf ‘obliged to him
and that it might, perhaps, be one end of the prefled-
for interview. £/ 2%
‘The very fufpicion of this low artifice, violent as
T was thought to be before, put me ftill more out
of patience ; and my uncle and ‘my  brother ‘again
praifing his ‘wonderful generofity, and his noble re-
turn of good for evil, You are a happy manj yf
Solmes, faid I, that you can fo eafily confer obliga-
tions upon a whole family, except one ingrateful per-
fon of it, whom you feem to intend moff to ‘oblige ;
but who, being made unhappy by your favour, ' de-
ferves not to owe to you any protection from the vio-
Ience of a brother. 3 TION
Then was I a 'rude, an ingrateful, ‘an’ unworthy
creature. : 19D
I own it all l— All, all you can call me, or think
me, brother, doIown. . I own my own unworthi-
nefs with regard to This gentleman : I take your word
for his abundant merit, “which I have neither leifure
nor inclination to examine into — It may,  perbaps,
be as great as your own—DBut yet I cannot thank him
' for his mediation : For who fees not, 'looking at'my
cuncle, ‘that this is giving himfelf a merit with every-
body at my expence ? T
+ Then tarning to my brother, who feemed furprifed
+ into filence by my warmth, I muft alfo acknowlege,

. ORI
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Sir, . the. favour-of your fuperabundant care for me.
But I difcharge you of it; 'at leaft, while I have the
- happinefs of nearer and dearer relations. You have
given me no reafon to think better of \your prudence,
than of .my-ewn. 1 am independent of ¥ous Sir;
tho’ I never defire to be fo of my Father And altho’
I:with for the good opinion of my Uncles, it is 4/ 1
wifh for from Them: And Thisy Sir, I repeat, to
make you and my fifter eafy.
o Inflantly almoft came in Betty, in a great hurry,
ng at me as fpitefully as if fhe were my fiffer::
Sir,. faid the to my brother, my mafter defires to fpeak
to you, this moment at the door.
He went to that which led into my fifter’s parlout,
.and this fentence I heard thundered from the mouth
of one who had. a right to all my reverence : . Son
nges, Jet the rebel be this moment carried away to
.my brother’s—This very moment——She fhall not ﬁay
hour more under my roof!
?:i,fxemblcd I was ready to fink. Yet, not knowmg
1.did, or faid, I flew to the door; and would
l;a.ve opened .it — But my brother pulled it to, and
held it clofe by the key—O my papa | —my dear papa,
faid I, falling upon my knecs, at the door — admit
your child to your prefence ! — Let me but plead my
q:xfe at your feet!— O reprobate ‘not thus your
refled daughter |
My.uncle put his handkerchief to his eyes: Mr.
es . made a {till more grievous face than he had be-
fp;e. But my brother’s marble heart was untouched.
,‘:1,&15 wdl not ftir  from my knees, continued I,
- out admiffion. — At this door I beg it!— O let
ih the door of mercy ! And open it to-me; ho-
ed Sir, . I befeech you I—But this onces this once !
. ’ .you were afterwards to fhut it agamﬁ me fos
ever !
-,3}.\Thg ‘door was endeavoured to be opened on the
de, which made my brother let go the kt;y
{{ i K 3 dden,
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fudden, and I prefling againft it (all the time remain-
ing on my knees) fell flat on .my face. into the other
parlour ; however, without hurting myfelf. . But every-
body was gone, except Betty, who helped tosraife:me
upj and I looked round that apartmentsand feeing no-
bedy there, re-entered the other,l leaning upon Betty:;
and then threw myfelf into the: chair which I, had fat
it before 5 and my eyes overflowed, tomy great re-
lief: While my uncle Antony, my brother, -and Mz.
Selmes, left me, and went to my other relations. .1
- . What pafled among them, I know not: . Butimy
brother came in by the time I had tolerably recovered
mylelf, with a fettled- and: haughty ‘gloom  upen: his
brow — Your father and mother .command you in-
ftantly to prepare for your uncle Antony’s.. 'Y ou need
not be folicitous about what you fhall take with you.
You may give Betty your keys : 'T'ake them, Betty,
if the perverfe-one has them about her, and carry. them
to her mother. She will take care to:fend every thing
after you that you fhall want. = But another night you
will not be permitted to ftay in this houfe.. ‘,

I don’t choofe to give my keys to any-body, except
to my mamma, and into her own hands.  You fee
bow much I am difordered. It may coft me my life,
to be hurried away fo fuddenly.  Lbegto be indulged,
till next Monday at leafts ‘08 =08

That will not be granted you. So prepare for this
very night, =~ And give up your keys:  Give them to
me; Mifs. Il carry them to your mamma. .|
- Excufe me, brother. Indeed I won’t.

- Indeed you muft. In no one inftance.comply,
Madam Clary ? o i

Not in this, Sir. 1.9 S RITEIT

Have iyou, any thing you are afraid thould be feen
by your mamma? : {158 : j

Not, if I be permitted to attend my mamma.

1 Pllmake a report-accordingly. i%
. He went out, 1R A

5
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«1In came Mifs Dolly Hervey: 1 am forry; Maddm,
to be the meflenger !— But your mamma infifts upon
your fending up all the keys of your cabmet, hbrary,
and-drawers. :
or'Felbmy mamma, that T yield them up to her com=
mands 3 Telts her, L make no- conditions with 'my
mamma-: But if the finds nothing fhe difapproves of,-
Ibeg that fhe will permit me to tarry here a few days
longer. — Try, my Dolly [the dear girl fobbing with
gnef] ; Try, if your gentlenefs cannot prevail for me.
i8he wept ftill-more, and faid, It is fady Very fad
to fee matters thus carried !
1\ :She took the keys, and wrapped her arms aboiit me's 5
and begged me to excufe her. — And would have faid

_more ; but Betty’s prefence awed her, asI faw.

« Don’t pity'me, my dear, faid I. It will be imputed
ﬁx as a fault. © You fee who is by.

T'he infolent wench fcornfully fmiled: Oneyoung
Lady pitying another in things of this nature, looks
\promlﬁng in the youngeft, I muft needs fay.

I'bid bery for a faucy creature, begone from my
‘prefence.
=+ She would moft gladly, fhe faid, were fhe not to
ﬁa.y about me by my mamma’s order

2 Xt foon appeared for what fhe ftaid; for 1 oﬁ'enng
to go up-ftairs to my apartment when my" coufin
went from me with the keys, fhe told me {he was
commanded, (to her very great regret, the muft own)
to defire me not to go up at prefent.

Such a bold-face, as fhe, I told her, {hould not
hinder me.

She inftantly rang the bell, and i in came my brother,
meeting me at the door.
1ot Returny return, Mifs—No going up 1

I went in again, and throwing my(y If upon the
wmdow-feat, wept bitterly. -
- Shall I give you thé particulars of a ndlculouﬂy

Ji\ixtefnl converfation that paffed between my brother
il and

Ks
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and me, while he, with Betty, was in office to keep
me in play, and my clofet was fearching ? — But B-
think I will not. It can anfwer no good end.

I defired feveral times,. while he ftay’d,. to have
leave. to retire to my apartment ;. butit was.not per—
mitted me. . The fearch,. I fuppofe, was not overs
Bella was one of thofe employ’d in it.. They could
not have a more diligent fearcher. . How happy it.was
they were difappointed ! Ry

But when my fifter could not find the cunning crea=
ture’s papers ; I was to.ftand another vifit from Mr.
Solmes— preceded now .by my aunt Hervey,: forely
againft her will, I could fee that; accompany’d by
my. uncle Antony, in order to keep her fteady, L
fuppofe. A e

But being a little heavy (for it is now paft T'wo i
the morning), I will liedown. in my cloaths, toin=
dulge the kind fummons; if it will be indulged. .«

Three o Clock, Wedne/day Morning.. ;‘
I courp not fleep— Only dozed away one half-
hour. e
My aunt Hervey accofted . me thus = O.my dear
child, what troubles do you give to your parents, and,
to every-body !—1I wonder at you ! s S iniond
- I am forry for it, Madam, R e
Sorry for it, child l— /7hy then fo very. obflinate ?
—Come, fit down, my dear. - I. will {it next you,
taking my hand. : s o e
My uncle placed Mr. Solmes on the: other fide of
me: Himfelf over-againft me, almoft clofe to me.
Finely befet now, my dear! WasIpot? . .
Your brother, child, faid my aunt,. is tooipaffion-
ate — His zeal for your welfare puthes himon a litle,
too vehemently. i oresi sl e ned
Very true, faid my uncle: But no more of This.
We would now be glad to_fee if milder means will ,
dowith you—Tho’, indeed, they were tried befgp;,I afkeclj
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“°T afkeéd my aunt, Ifit were neceffary, that That
“gentleman fhould be prefent ?

‘T'here 'is ‘a reafon, that he fhould, faid my aunt,
as you will ‘hear by-and-by.  But 1T muft tell you,
firft, that, thinking you was a little too angrily treated
by ‘your brother, your mamma defired me_to try
‘what gentler means would do upon a fpirit {o generous
‘as 'we ufed to think yours. .

Nothing can be done, Madam, I muft prefume to
fay, - if This gentleman’s addrefs be the end. :
““She ‘looked upon my uncle, who bit his lip, and
Jooked upon Mr. Solmes, who rubbed his cheek ; and
fhaking her head, Good, dear creature, faid the, be
€alm :— Leét me afk you, If fomething would have
been done, had you been gentler ufed, than you feem
to think you have been? ‘

“No, Madam, I cannot fay it would, in this gentle-
man’s favour.  You know, Madam, you know, Sir,
to my uncle, I ever valued myfelf upon my fincerity :
And once, indeed, had the happinefs to be valued for it.
| My uricle took M. Solmes afide. I heard him fay,
whifperingly, She muft, fhe fhall, be ftill yours!-—
IL We’ll” fee, who'll conquer, parents, or child, un-

e, R e

e

cles, -or niece | — I doubt not to be witnefs to all this
being got over, and many a guod-humour’d jeft made
of this hi%ilaphrenfy !

" T'was heartily vexed. )
| " Tho” we''cannot find out, continued he, yet we
- guefs, who puts her upon this obftinate behaviour, It

1 not’ natural to her, man. Nor would I concern
| myfelf fo much about her, but that I know what I
fay to be trué, and intend to do great things for her.

‘g"v:bmzht)uﬂy pray for that happ}/ time, whifper’d, as
audibly, ‘M. Solnies. T never will revive the remem-
brance of what is now fo painful to me. ’

jﬁV{l},»- but, niece, I am to tell you, faid my aunt,
|  that the feriding up your keys, without making any
W&ns, has wrought for you what nothing elfe

e & Ks could
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202 The Hisrom¥y of

could have done.— That, and the not finding any-
thing that could 'give them umbrage, t:ogether withr
Mr. Solmes’s interpofition=——

O, Middam, let me not owean obhganon ‘to Mr.
Solmes.— I cannot repay it, except:by my -thanks 5
and thafe.only on condition that he-will decline his
fuit. "F'o my thanks, Sir; (turning to-him) if you have
a heart capable of humanityy. if you'bave any efteem
for me, for my own fake, I befeech o to umt.le
yourfelf | —1 befeech you, do!—

O Madam, cry’d he; believe, believe, believe me,
it is impoffible I While you are!fingle, I will hope.
. ‘While. that hope is encouraged by fo.:many worthy
friends, I muft perfevere !|— I muftnot flight tbem,
Madam,) becaufe you flight me.

I anfwered him with a look of high difdain 3 9! and,
turning from him— But what favour, dear Madam,
(to my aunt) has the inftance of  duty you nmntlon
.procur’d:me?

Your mamma and Mr. Solmes, rephcd my aunt,
have prevailed, that your requeft, to ftay: here till
Monday next, fhall be granted, if you will- prom:fe
to go chearfully then.

Eet me but choofe my own vifitors, and I wﬂl £
0! W uncle’s houfe with pleafure. -

ell, niece, faid my aunt, we muft wave.-t'l'us
fubject, 1 find. 'We will now proceed to another,
which will require your 'utmoft attention. It will give
ym;s the ' reafon why Mr. Soimes’s prefence is re-
it —
quAy, faid my uncle, and fhew you what fort of a

man Somebody is. - Mr. Solines, pray favour us,in

the firft place, with the letter you received from ybur
anonymous friend.

I will, Sir.. And.out he pulled a letter-mﬁ: and,
taking out a letter, It is written in anfwer to one
fent to the perfon. It is fuperfcribed, Ta Roger Salym,
£fq;. It begins thus: Honoured Sir—

G beg
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Mifs Clariffa Hatlowe. 1203 -

rall beg yourpardon, Sir, faid I: But what, pray,
is the intent of reading this letter to me?
To let'you know, whata vile man you are thought
fo’ have fet your heart upon, faid my uncle, in an
~audible whifper.
“ I61Sir, it “be: fufpetted, that 1 have fet my heart
supon-any ‘other; why is' Mr. Solmes to give himfelf
m!yxﬁrther trouble about me? :
/11/Only hear, 'niece, faid my aunt : Only hear what
Mr. Solmes has to read, and to fay to you, on this
-head.
sqol€y Madam, ‘Mr. Solmes will be pleafed to dec}are,
wthat he has'no view to'ferve, no end to promote, for
himfelf; T will hear any thing he fhall read. But'if
the contrary, you muft allow me tofay, | That it will
“‘abate with me 2 great deal of the weight of whatever
be#iaﬂ produce.
»i'Hear 1t but réad, niece, faid my aunt.—
- “Hear it read, fald my uncle.—You are fo ready to
*uke ‘part with
| With any-body, Sir, that is accufed anonymouﬂy 5
a!d from interefted motives.
€ began to read ; and there feemed' to be aheavy
loadw of charges in this letter, againit the poor cri-
minal : But I flopped the reading of it, and faid, Tt
<wilb mot be my fault, if this vilified man be not s
oindifferent 'to ‘me, s one whom I never faw. “If he
~be otherwife at prefent; which T neither’ own, nor
~deny, it proceeds from the firange methods taken to
prevent it. ' Do not let one caufe unite him and me,
¢ and we fhall not be united.  If my offer to live fingle

beaccepted, he fhall be ro more to me than #his gen-

ritdeman, o
“Still— Proceed, Mr. Solmes—-— He:ar it orut, niece,
. was my uncle’s cry.
46+ But, to what ‘purpofe, Sir? fmd I—Has riot Mr.

. Solmes a view in‘this ? I/énd befides, can any-thing
6

5 A wotrfe
el
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204 The HistoRY of "
worfe be faid of Mr: Lovelace, than' I have heard
faid’ for feveral months paft ? /1 vuor susloved i
But this, faid my uncle, ‘and what-Mr. Solmes ‘cant
tell you befides, amounts-to the fullf proof—ioiob o
Was the unhappy man, then, o freely treated int
his' charaGer before, without full’ proof * 1. befeecty
iou,' Sir, give me not' 00" good: an opinion of Mr.
ovelace ; as'I may’ have, if fuch pains be taken to
make him guilty, by one who means not his reforma=
tion by it ; nor to do good, 'if I 'may prefume to fay
fo in this cafe, to any-body but himfelf. =7 90 o7 Has
I fee very plainly,  faid my uncle; your: prepoflef~
fion, ‘your fond prepoflefiion, for the’ perfon of a man’
without morals. ‘ vAT - PSEN B3
Indeed, my dear, faid my aunty youtoo ‘much
juftify all our apprehenfions. - Surprifing ! ‘thata young
creature of virtue and honour fhould thus efteem 2a
man of 'a quite’ oppofite character I i (s
o Dear Madam, ‘do not conclude againft me" too
haftily. I believe Mr. Lovelace ‘is far ‘from being’
fo' ‘good' as he ought to ‘be: But if every man’s
private life were fearched into by ‘prejudiced peapley
fet o for that purpofe, T know not whofe reputation
would be fafe. I love a virtuous character, as much
in man, as in woman. I think it as requifite, and
as "meritorious, in the one as in'the other. And, if
left to myfelf, T would prefer a perfon of fuch a'cha
raéter to Royzlty, without it. SHLND i
“Why then, faid my uncle— JLLEE 2100108
Give me leave, Sir — But I 'may venture to fay,
_that many of thofe who have efcaped cenfure; ' have!
not merited applaufe. e
Permit ‘me to obferve further, That Mr: Selmes:
himfelf inay not be abfolutely faultlefs. I'never heard’
of 'his ‘virtues. " Some-Vices { have heard of— Excufe’
me, Mr. Solihes, T fpeak to your face—The text
about ¢affing the firft flont affordsan excellent kﬂ'oxli_u!‘--' ]
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Mifs Clavifia Hatlowe. 205

- He looked down ; -but was filent. :
Mr. Lovelace may-have vices yox have not... You
may have others, which A has not.—1 fpeak not this
to defend himy or to accufe you, No man. is bad,
20 one-is good, in gvery-thing. . Mr. Lovelace, for
example, | is faid; to | be implacable, and to hate, my
' friends ; ;that does not make me value him the more,
But.give me leave to fay, That they hate him as bad.
'Mrngﬁnes has his antipathies, likewife, very frong
ones ! ;and thofe to his savn relations ! which 1 don’t
find to be the other’s fault ; for he lives well with A:s.
—Yet he may have as bad :— W orfe, pardon me, he
cannot have, in. my poor opinion : For what muft be
the man, who hates his own flefb 2 S &
1-You know not, Madam; /
. You know not, Niece; } Alljin one breath.; it
- You know not, Clary;
I may not, nor do I defire to know his reafons : It
,| concerns me not to know them : But the world, even
| theimpartial part of it, accufes him. If the world:is:
| unjuft; or rafh, in one man’s cafe, why may it not be fo
. in.@nather’s?. That’s all I. mean by it. . Nor can there
| bea greater fign of want of merit, than where a man
]
|
|

feeks .to. pull down another’s. charaéter, in order te
build up his own. :
1t The poor man’s face was all this time overfpread
with confufion ; it appearing as if he were ready to
cry; twifted, as it were, and all awry, neither mouth
nor nofe ftanding in the middle of it. And had he
bgmhcgpable of . pitying me, I had certainly tried to
him, ;o oda 3 oy
lm%'hey all three gazed upon one another in filence. My.
aunty L faw (at leaft I thought fo),looked as if fhe would
| havebeen glad the might have appeared to approve of
|  what Iiaid. , She but feebly blamed me, when fhe,
| fpoke, for not hearing what Mr. Solmes had to fay. He,
him{g%{aqemcd not now very earneft to be heard. My
uncle faid, There was no talking to me, And I fhguld
: ave
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206 The Histonvof.
have abfolutely filenced both gentlemen, +had noti my
brother come in again to.their affiftance. (110
This was the ftrange fpeech he madeat: hwenbrance,
his eyes flaming with angers; ‘This prating/girl-his
ftruck you-all “dumby, I perceive. , Perfevere-how-
ever, ‘Nr.:Solmes: I have heard every word the has

faid : And I know no other method:of ‘beingieven

-with her, than, after fli€ is yoursy to.make herias
fenfible of your power, as the now makes s ofther
infolence. o FHAS'S)

«Fie, coufin Harlowe! faid my aunt»ﬂ(:ould I have
thought a &rother would have faid this to a gmdemaﬂ,
of ‘afifter ? O

I muft tell you, Madam, faid he that yoit gwe

;the rebel courage. = Youyourfelf feem to favour too
much the-arrogance of her fex inher; otherwife fhe
durft not have thus ftopp’d her uncle’s' mouth. by re-
flections upen him 3 as well as denied to hear a gen-
tleman tell her the danger. fhe is in from a libertine,

~whofe ‘proteéiion, as fhe has plainly-hinted; ﬂ’ie in-
tends to claim againft her family. 0

Stopp’dmy uncle’s mouthy by reflections upan lmn, Strf
faid I, How can that be! How: dare you to m/ake fi uth
an apphcatmn as This |

aunt wept at his refle€tion upon her. -o—-Couf n,
faid ({e to him, If Zhis be the thanks I have forfmy

trouble, I havedone: Your father would not t;‘eat "

me thus:— And I will fay, that the hint you gave
was an unbrotherly one.

Not more unbrotherly than all the reft of his con-
du& to me, of late, Madam, faid I 1 fee, by this
fpecimen of his violence, how every-body has been

brought into his meafures. Had I any the leaft ap- '

prehenﬁon of ever being in Mr. Solmes’s power, this
might bave affe¢ted me. But you fee, Siry to Mr.
Solmes, what a conduét is thought neceﬁkr to en-
able you to arrive at your ungenerous ends oﬁ fee
how my brother courts for you ! :

I dxf
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Mifs Clatiffa Harlowe. 207
< Ldifclaim M Harlowe’s violence, Madam, with -
all my foul. - I will never remind you— '
iSilence, worthy Sir | faid I; 1 will take care you
‘never fhall have the opportunity. .
~wiLefg: violence, Clary, faid my uncle.: Coufin
~James, you are as much to blame as your fifter.
wyvIn:then came my fifter. = Brother, faid fhe, you
skept:not your promife.  You are thought to be to
‘blame within, as well as here, Were not Mr. Solmes’s
generofity -and affection to the girl we// known, what
iyou have faid would be inexcufable. My papa defires
to: fpeak ‘with' you 3 and with you, aunt; and with
you, uncle; and with you, Mr. Solmes, if you pleafe:
i\ They all four withdrew into the next apartment.
1 1ftood filent, as not knowing, till the fpoke, how to
‘take this intervention of my fifter’s.—OQ thou perverfe
thing, faid the, (poking out her angry face at me,
when they were all gone, but fpeaking fpitefully

Jow ) — What troubles do you give to usall ! :
1t Xou and my brother, Bella, faid I, give trouble
to yourfelves ; for neither you nor he have any bufinefs.
‘to.concern yourfelves about me.
7 She threw out fome fpiteful expreffions, ‘fill iin'a
low voice, as if the chofe not to be heard without and
Lthought it beft to eblige her to raife her tone a little,
Jiflicould..  If T could, did I fay ! It is eafy to make.
* tapaffionate {pirit anfwer all our views upon it.
“v::8he accordingly flamed out in a raifed tone: And
this brought my coufin Dolly in to us. Mifs Har-
dowe, ' your company is defired.
2+ I will come prefently, coufin Dolly.
iuoButilagain ‘provoking a feverity from me which
~fheicouldnot bear, and calling:me names; in once
“imore «came Dolly, with another meflage, that her
“€émpany was defired.

- Not mine; I'doubt, Mifs Dolly, faid I. :
. The fweet-temper’d girl burft out into tears, and
" fhook herhead. - o ' &

Tt T o
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208 The HisToRrY of "

Go in before ‘me, child, faid Bella' (vexed ‘to fee
her concern for me), with thy fharp face like a new
moon : What  doft ‘thou cry for? ~Is ltlo make—thy
keeri'face Took ftill keener®: 90 b :

I believe Bella was blamed,too, whenv{he wentin;

for I heard her fay, The creature was fo prmlﬁﬁg,'

there'was no keeping a refolution..

Mr. Solmes, after a little while, came in again I!y
himfelf, to take leave of me: Full of fcrapes' and
compliments; but too well tutored and encouraged,
to'give'me hope of his declining, “He begged me not

to ‘impute to him any of ‘the fevere things to which'

he had ‘been 2 forrowful witnefs. He be(bught my
compaflion, as he called it.’

He faid, the refult was, Thathe had il hopes
given him; and, altho’ difcouraged by me, he was re-
folved to perfcvere, while I remained fingle :— And
fuch. long and fuch ‘painful fervices he talk’d of; as
never were heard of. B

1 told him, in the ftrongeft manner; what he’had
to truft to. !

Yet flill he determined to perfift.— While I was
no man’s elfe, he muft hope.

What ! faid ‘T, will you ftill perfift, when' I'de-"
clare, as' T now do, that my affeCtions are engaged ?—
And let my brother make the moft of iti— = il

«He knew my principles, and adored me for them."

"He doubted not, that it 'was in his'power'to make
me happy : ‘And he was fure T would not want thé
will to be fo.

I'“affured’ him, ‘that, were I to be camed to my
uncle’s, it fhould anfwer no'end s for T'would never
fee 'hini ; ‘nor” receive a' line ﬁ'om ‘him§ nor hear a°

word in “his’ faveur, ‘whoever were the perfon who"

fhould mention him to me.

He was forry for it. " He muft be miferable; were: I
to'hold in that mind. But he doubted not, thaﬁ 1 mlgﬁt
be mduced by my father and uncles to change it— -

Never,
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Mifs Clarifia Harlowe. 209

~ Never, never, he might depend upon it.

44t was richly worth his patience, -and the trial.

- Atmy expence ?~Atthe price of all my happine/s,Sir?
He hoped I fhould be induced. to think otherwife,

i  And.then'would he have run into his fortune, his
\ fettlements, his affeion— Vowing, that never man

1 loved a woman with fo fincere a paflion, as he loved

ne. . ; ‘
:}P y’d: him; as to the firft part .of his fpeech s
Sl efecond, of the fincerity of his paflion j-—
W hat then, Sir, faid I, is your love to one, who muft
affure jyou, . that never young creature looked upon
man with a fincerer difapprobation, than L look upon
you: And tell me, What argument can you urge,
that this #rue declaration anfwers not beforehand ?
: I-lggwa& Madam, what can I fay ?— On my knees
: ~And down the ungraceful wretch dropp’d on his

g » Let. me not kneel in vainy, Madam : Let.me not
be thus defpifed.— And he looked moft odioufly for=
,Q rowful. . -
I have kneeled too, Mr.Solmes : Often have I kneeled :
! And I will kneel again—Even to you, Sir, will I kneel,
| if there be fo much merit in kneeling ; provided you
| willknot be the implement of my cruel brother’s un-
deferved perfecution.— 5511 ety .

If all the fervices, even to worthip you during my
whole life—You, Madam, invoke and expect mercy, -
yet thew none— .

JAm I to be cruel to myfelf, to fhew mercy to you?
~~Take'my eftate, Sir, with all my heart, fince you
are fuch a favourite in This houfe }-— Only leave. me
myfelf—The mercy you afk for, do you thew to others,..

If you mean to my relations, Madam~— unworthy
as theysare, all fhall be done that you fhall prefcribe.

\Who, I, Sir, to find you bowels you naturally have
not? I to purchafe their happinefs, by the forfeiture

e of
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210 The HismoRy of " «
of my ewn? What I afk you for; is merey to myfelf :
That, fince you.feem to- ‘ave fome power over ‘m
relations, you will ufe it in my:behalf. - Tell:them,
that you fee I cannot conquer my averfionito you:
Tell them, if you area wife.nan, - that yow value too
much your own happinés, to rifquesit aga(mﬂ.’ fuch /a
determin’d antipathy : ‘Tell them, that.l am uniwor-
thy of your offers : And that, in mercy to yourfelf 1as
well as to me, you will ‘not-profecute afmt fo!
pofiible to be granted. Lt

I will rifque all confequences, faid the f ch,
riling, with a countenance whiten’d over, . as iftwith
malice, his hollow eyes flathing fire, and bitinghis
under-lip, to fhew, he could:be manly. /'Y our hatred,
Madam, fhall be no ebjection with . me : And I
doubt not in a few days tohave it in-my power to
thew you—

You have it in your power,: Sir-= « 700 Lo 4
He came well off— 70 fhew you more
than; noble as you are faid: to.be to nﬂm hew
to.me. ERRS (1534

The man’s face becama his anger It feems fohn!d
to exprefs the ‘paflion.

At that inftant, again came in: my brother,-—-Sxﬁet;
fifter, fifter, fuid he, with his: teeth fet, aét onithe
termagant part you have fo newly affumed<= Moft
wonderfully well does it become yous: Itis but:afhort
one, however. Tyrannefs in your:turn: ‘accufe

others of your own gurlh I—But leave her, leave her; -

Mr. Solmes ; her time is thort.. You’ll find herhum-
ble and. mortify’d enough very quickly{—Then, how
like a little tame fool will the look, withher confcience
upbraiding her, and begging of you: [ with-a whining
voice; the baasbarous brothcr [po!w] tos £owgm;mnd

fo;get’ Cliglses i3 [HH!
More he faxd as he ﬂew out, with a face asud:a
~fcarlet, upon Shoxey s commg in to recal him, on his
wolcncc. el o g e
I re-
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Mifs Clariffa:Harlowe. 211
;I removed from chair'to chair, exceflively frighted
- and difturbed, at:this brutal treatment.
«“The man attempted to excufe himfelf, as being
Aforry for my brother’s paflion. :
oo Leave me, leave me, Sir, fanning — or I {hall faint.

it Andiindeed I thought I fhould.

+«He recommended - himfelf to my favour with an
air of ‘aflurance ; augmented, as I thought, by a di-
- firefs {o. vifible-in me 5 for he even fnatched my
trembling, my ftruggling hand j and ravifh’d it to
his odious mouth. - . ,
2 F flung from him with high difdain : ‘And he with-
drew,, bowing and cringing ; felf-gratify’d, and ‘en-
joying, as I thought, the confufion he faw me in.
. The creature is now, methinks, before me; and
- mow. I fee him aukwardly ftriding backward, as he
retired, till the edge of the open’d door, which he
run_ againft, remember’d him to turn his welcome
. w-Upon: his withdrawing, Betty brought me word,
that I was permitted to go up to my own chamber':
And:was bid to confider of every-thing : Formy time
was fhort. Neverthelefs, the believed I might be per-
mitted to flay till Saturday.
w1 She. tells. me, That: altho’ my brother and fifter
- were blam’d for being fo hafly with me, yet when
they ‘made their report, and my uncle Antony bis,
of my provocations, they were all more determin’d
than ever in Mr. Solmes’s favour. 3
' The wretch himfelf, fhe tells me, pretends to be
more in love with me than before; and to be rather
delighted, than difcouraged, with the converfation that
ed between- usy - He run on, fhe fays, in raptures, -
about the grace wherewith I fhould dignify his board 5
and the like fort of ftuff, either of his faying, orhber

. She clofed all with a Now is my time to fubmig .
- with a grace,and to make my own terms with-him :—
R 28 Elfe,
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Elfe, fle can tell me, were fhe Mr. Solmes, it fhould
be worfe for. me : And who, Mifs; of. our fex, pro=
ceeded the faucy creature, would admire a rakifhgen=
tleman, when fhe might be admired by a fober.one to
the end of the chapter?. . rromnidt vt 3o
The creature. tells me, I have had emazing good
luck, to keep my writings concealed fo cunningly :
I muft needs think, that fhe knows I am always at
my pen: And as I endeavour to hide that knowlege
from her, fhe is not obliged to keep my fecret. But
that fhe loves not to aggravate. - She had rather recon-
cile by much. = Peace-making is her talent, and ever
was. And had fhe been as much my foe, as I ima-
ginedy I had not perhaps been here now.— But this,
however, fhe faid not to make a merit with. me:: For,
truly, it would be better for me the fooner every=-
thing was over with me. And better for her, and
every-one elfe ; that was certain.— Yet one hint fhe
muft conclude with ; that my pen and ink, the would
aflure_me (foon as I was to go.away), would not, be
“long in my power. And then, having loft that amufe=
ment, it would be feen, how a mind, fo aétive as
mine, would be able to employ itfelf.

This hint has fuch an effe& upon me; that I fhall :

inftantly begin to conceal, in different places,  penss
ink, and paper; and to depofite fome in' the dvy-
fummer-houfe, if I can find a fafe place ;. and, at the
worit, I have got a pencil: of black, and:another of
red, lead, which I ufe in my drawings ; and my. pat-
terns fhall ferve for paper, if I have no other. ot
_ " How lucky. it was, that I had got.away my papers!
They made a ftriét fearch for them ; That I can fee,
by. the diforderly manner they have left.all things.in:
or you know that I am fuch-an obferver of method,
that { can go to a bit of ribband, or lace, or edging,
blindfold : The fame in my books ;. which they have
. ftrangely difordered and mifmatched, to look behind
them, and iz fome of them, I fuppofe. My cloaths,
: 7 too,
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Mifs Clariffa‘ Harlowe, 213

too, ‘aré rumpled not a little. No place has efcaped
them. * To your hint, I thank you, are they indebted

for their difappointment. :

% Thepen, ‘thro* heavinefs and fatigue, dropp’d out -~

f my fingers, at the word indebted.” I refume it, to
gﬁﬂh the fentence ; and to tell you, thatT am,

f Your for-ever obliged and affettionate

‘ Ci. HARLOWE.

L B T T ER,XXXH,
.%f"Mﬁ’CLARI‘SSA Harrowe, 7o Mifs HowE.

QL1 31 Wednefday, Eleven o’ Clock, April 5.
I'Muﬁ write as'I have opportunity ; making ufe of
‘my concealed ftores : For my pens and ik (all
of each, that they could find) are taken from mej as I
#hall ‘tell you more particularly by-and-by.
““About an hour ago, I depofited my long letter to
‘E;iv; as’ alfo, in ‘the’ ufual place, a 'billet' to Mr.
ovelace, left his impatience fhould put him upon
fome raflmefs ; fignifying, in four lines, ¢ That the
¢ interview was over ; and that I hoped my fteady re-
‘¢ fufal of Mr. Solmes would difcourage any further
applications to me in his favour.’
“‘Altho’ T was unable, through the fatigue I'had un-
‘degone, and by'reafon of fitting up all might to write
to you, (which made me lie longer than ordinary this
‘morning ) 'to depofit my letter to you fooner; yet I
- hope you will have it in fuch good time, as that you
‘will be able to fend me an anfwer to it this night, or
‘in'the morning early ; which, if ever fo thort, will in-
:form ‘me, whether I may depend upon your mamma’s
«indulgence, or ‘not. This it behoves me to know as
foon as poffible’; for they are refolved to hurry me
gdﬁy on Saturday next, at fartheft ; perhaps to-mor-
WS gl 00 - :
sf‘zl“vﬁllinow inform you-of all that happen’d previous
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2 4 The HisTory of "
to their taking away my pen and-ink, as'well as‘of the'

manner in which that aét of violence, as T ‘may call

" it, was committed ; and this as briefly as'I can.
My aust, . (who with Mr. Solmes, and my two

uncles) lives here, I think, came up to.me, andfaidy

fhe would fain have me hear what Mr. Solmes had to'

fay of Mr. Lovelace—~Only that I might be apprifed

of fome things, that would convince me what a vile
man he is, and what a wretched ‘hufband he muft
make.— I might give them whatdegree ‘of credit I
pleafed ; and take them with abatement for Mr.
Solmes’s intereftednefs, if I thoughtfit.—But it might
be of ufe to me, were it but to queftion Mr. Love-
lace indireétly upon fome- of ‘them, “that. related ‘to.
myfelf. - . -

I was indifferent, I faid, about what 'he could: fay
of me, as I was fure it could not be to' my difad
vantage ;- and as e had no reafon to impute to me

the forwardnefs which myunkind friends had fo'caufe=

lefly taxed me with. 10
She faid, That he gave himfelf high' airs on ‘ac-
count of his family ; and fpoke as defpicably of ours,
as if ap alliance with us were beneath him. g
I reply’d, That he was a very unworthy man, if
it were true, to fpeak flightingly of a family, which
was as good as his own; ’bating that it:was not allied
to the peerage: That the -dignity itfelf, T thought,
convey’d more fhame than honour to defcendents,
who had not merit to adorn, as well as to be adorned
by it: That my brother’sabfurd pride, 'indeed, which.
made him every-where declare, he' would néver mat
but to. guality, gave a difgraceful préference agai
ours: But that were I to beaflured, that' Mr. Love-
lace were capable of fo mean:a pride, ‘as toinfult u,
ﬁ:value himfelf, on fuch an accidental advantagé, 1
ould think as defpicably of his fenfe; ‘as every-body
elfe did of his morals. . Wi
She infifted upen it, that -he had taken fuch liber-
ties 3
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Mifs Clarifta Harlowe. 215
ties 5 'and offer’d to give fome inftances, which, ‘the
faid, would furprife me, ‘
~ Tanfwer’d, ‘That were it ever {o certain, ‘that Mr,

- Lovelace had taken fuch liberties, ‘it would be but
ommon juftice, (fo much hated as he was by all our
: » and'fo’much inveighed againft in all'comipa-
‘nies by them) to inquire into the- provocation ‘he “had
“to fay what was imputed to {ﬁm ;'and 'whether the
. Value fome of my friends put upon the riches th
 poflefs, (throwing perhaps contempt upon every other
advantage, and even difcrediting their suom pretenfions
‘toifamily, in order to depreciate his) might not pro-
‘voke himto like contempts. Upon the whole, Ma-
dam, faid I, can you fay, that the inveteracy lies not
- as much on oxr fide, as'on 4752 ‘Can h: fay any-thing
‘of us:more difrefpectful, than‘we fiy of him ?— Ang
i+ asito'the fuggeftion, 1o often ‘repeated, ‘that he would
~ makea bad hufband, is it pofiible for him to ufe'a
‘wife. worfe than I am 'ufed ; particularly by ‘my
brother and fifter? ft
Ah, niece ! ah, my dear! how firmly has' this
wicked’man attached you! ' :
Perhaps not, Madam. But' really great ‘¢are thould
“be taken- by fathers and mathers, ‘Wwhen they would
have their daughters of their minds in thefe particu-
lars;  not to fay things that Thall' neceffitate the child,
in honour and generofity, to take part with the man
_g’;‘»fi’mﬂds are averfe to. But, waving all this, as I
have offered to renounce him for ever, ‘I'fee not wh
hie fhould be mentioned to'me, nor why I'thould be
‘wifhed to hear any-thing about him.
1 Well, but ftill, my dear, there ¢an be no'harm to
. let Mr. Solmes tell you what'Mr. Lovelace has faid
of you. -« Severely as'you have treated Mr. Solmes, he
_is fond of attending you once more: He begs to be
“heard on this head. ; :
- Ifiit be proper for me to hear it, Madam.
It 75, eagerly interrupted the, very proper.

:

i
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Has what he has faid of me; Madam, convinced
you of Mr. Lovelace’s bafenefs? 1
It has, my dear : And that you ought to abhor him
for it. by

Then, dear Madam, be pleafed to let me hear it
from your mouth: There is no need that I fhould fee
M. Solmes, when it will have double the weight from
you. What, Madam, has the man dared to fay of
me ? : :

My aunt was quite at a lofs.~ ;

At laft, Well, faid fhe, I fee how you are attached.
I am forry for it, Mifs. For I do affure you, it will
fignify nothing. You muft be Mrs. Solmes ; and that

-in a very few days. : : ‘

If confent of heart, and aflent of voice, be necef-
fary to a marriage, I am fure I never can, nor ever
will be married to Mr. Solmes. - And what will any
of my relations be anfwerable for, if they force my

hand into his, and hold it there till the Service be-

read ; I perhaps infenfible, and in fits, all the time?
What a romantic picture of a forced marriage have
you drawn, niece ! Some people would fay, you have
given a fine defcription of your own obftinacys, child.
My brother and fifter would : But you, Madam,
diftinguifh, I am fure, between obftinacy and averfion.
Suppofed averfion may owe its rife to rea/ obftinacy,
my dear. BT :
yI know my own heart, Madam. I with yox did.
Well, but fee Mr. Solmes, once more, niece. It will
oblige, and make for you, more than ?'ou imagine.
What fhould I fee him for, Madam ?— Is the man
fond of hearing me declare my averfion to him ?—Is
he defirous of having me more and more incenfe my
friends againft myfelf ?—O my cunning, my ambitious
. brother ! A ! :
Ah, my dear '—with a look of pity, as if fhe under-
ftood the meaning of my exclamation: — But muft
‘That neceflarily be the cafe? e
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It ‘muft, Madam, if they will take offence at me
for declaring my ftedfaft deteftation of Mr. Solmes, as
Mr. Solmes is to be pitied, faid fhe. He adores
. you. He longs to fee you once more. He loves
-,%on the better for your cruel ufage of him yefterday.
He is in raptures about you.
Ugly creature, thought I1 He in raptures —
hat a cruel wretch muft He be, faid I, who can
enjoy the diftrefs he fo largely contributes to —But I
Adee, I fee, Madam, that I am confider’d as an animal
- to be baited, to make fport for my brother, and fifter,
.and Mr. Solmes. They are all, all of them, ‘wanton
1n their cruelty.— 7, Madam, fce thie man |—the man
fo incapable of pity l=—Indeed I won’t fee him, if I can

hzla}t.-—lndeed Iwon’t.
. ‘What a conftruétion does your lively wit put upon
.the admiration Mr. Solmes exprefles of you !— Paf-
. fionate as you were yefterday, and contemptuoufly as
you treated him, he dotes upon you for the very fe-
verity he fuffers by. He is not {o ungenerous a man
as you think him : Nor has he an unfeeling heart.—
Let me prevail upon you, my dear (as your father
and mother expet it of you), to fee him once more,
and hear what he has to fay to you.—
~How can I confent to fee him again, when yefter-
day’s interview was interpreted by you, Madam,- as
~ well as by every other, as an encouragement to him?
. When I myfelf declared, that if I faw him a fecond
time by my own confent, it might be {o taken? And
when 1 am determined never to encourage him ?
-~ You might fpare your refleCtions upon e, Mifs.
. Ihave no thariks cither from ene fide, of the ether.
- And away fhe flung.
. Deareft Madam! faid I, following her to the door—
~ But fhe would not hear me further; and her fud-:
den breaking from me occafioned a hurry to fome
Vor.IL A o mean
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mean liftener ; as the flipping of 2 foot frompthe hndo
place on the ftairs difcovered to' me.

%had fcarcely recovered myfelf from thxs attack,
when up came Betty; with .a,: Mifs, i your company
is. defired below-ftairs in your own par our, ||

By whom, Betty?

ow can I tell, Mifs ? =— Perhaps by your ﬁﬁer ";

perhaps by your brother—1I know. they won’t comc
up-ftairs to your apartment agam. v
Is Mr. Solmes gone, Bett

I believe he is, Mifs ;= ould you have Ium fenf: 3

for back; faid the bold creature? |

Down I went: And who fhould I be fent‘ ﬁm:
down to, but my brother and. Mr. Solmes ? The lat-
ter ftanding fneaking behind the door, that I faw him.
noty till I was mockingly led by the haad into the.
room by my brother. .. And then 1 ftarted as if I had

beheld a ghoft.
You are tofit down, Clary..
And what then, brother ?

~Why, ‘then, you are to-put off that fcomful Iook,.

; and hear what Mr. Solmes - has to fay to you.
sSent for down to be baited again, thought 1!

Madam, faid Mr. Solmes, as.if in hafte to fpeak,:

left he fhould not have opportunity given him ; and

he judged right ; Mr. Lovelace is a declared marrigge-
hatery and has a defign upon your honour, 'if ever—:
Bafe accufer! faid I, in a paffion, fnatching my~

hand from my: brother, who was ' infolently. motion-

ing fo give it to: Mr. Solmes ; he has not !~—he dares-
not! But you have! if endeavouring to force a free

mind, is to difhonour it!

O thou violent créature ! faid my bmther—-—-But ,nbt

gone yet—for I was rufhing away.: - s
What mean you, Sir (ftruggling vchemently to get
)s to detain me thusagainft my will #502
W? u fhall not go, violence, clafping this unbro-'
therly arms about me.
“Then
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" Then 'l not Mr. Solmes ftay. — Why hold you
me thus ? He fhall not, for your own fake, if I can
help . it; fee how barbaroufly a brother can treat
fifter, who deferves not evil treatment, :

And I ftruggled fo vehemently to' get from him,
that he was forced to quit my hand s ‘which 'he "did"
with thefe words—Begone, then, Fury !~—How ftrong "
is'will ==There is no holding her.

And up I flew to my chamber again, and locked
myfelf in, trembling, and out of breath.

+dn lefs than a quarter of 'an hour, up came Betty.,
Ilet her in, upon her tapping, and afking’(half oug'
of breath too) for admittance. i

-The Lord have mercy upon us ! faid fhe.—~What
asconfufion of a houfe is This ! — Hurrying up and*
dowfl}: éannifg herfe/l-f with her handnghigf-— Such*

‘mafters and miftrefles! Such an obftinate young
lady !— Such an humble lover '— Such enraged un="
cles! — Such — O dear! dear! What a topiy-turvy
houfe is This ?—And all for what; trow ?~~Only"be-
caufe a young Lady may be happy, and will 7ot -

. Only becaufe a young Lady wi/l have a hufband; and

will #6¢ have a hufband ? — What hurly-burlies are
here, where all ufed tp be peace and quietnefs ?

Thus fhe ran on, talking to herfelf ; while1 fat as
patiently as I could (beingaffured that her errand was
not-defigned to be a welcome one tome), to obferve
when her foliloquy would end.

At laft, turning to me—I muft doasTam bid: I

can’t help it—Don’t be angry with me, Mifs. But
I muft carry down your pen and ink : And that, this

“moment.

' By whofe order?
By your papa’s and mamma’s.
ﬂyow fhall 1 know that ?
She offered to go to my clofet: I ftept in before her:
Touch ity if you dare. _

TS0 L L2 3 bUp
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Up came my coufin Dolly— Madam !—Madam?
faid the poor weeping good-natured creature; in broken
fentences— You muf’c——mdee&youmﬂ:—-—i dehver to
Betty—or to me—your pen-and ink. 1 svid |

uft I, my fweet coufin?, Then Fwill to yous but
.not to. this bold  body. And fo'l gave my ﬁaﬂdﬂh
to her.

I am forry, very forry, faud fos, to be the rhef-
fenger : But your papa will not have you'in' the fame
houfe with him : He! is refolved you fhall be ‘carried
-away to-morrow, or Saturday at fartheft, ‘And there-
Fore your pen and ink is taken: a.way, that you may
give no: body notice of it.

And away went the dear girl very: forrdwfully,

carrymg down: with her my ftandifh; and all its fur-.

miture, and a little: parcel of pens beﬁde, ‘which hav-,
ing. been decnvwhen  the great fearch’ was:made, fhe

was bid tosatk for : . As it happened, I had' ‘notdi-
minithed it, having half a dozen Crow- qullls, which

1 had hid in as,mapy different places. It was lucky;
for I doubt not they had toId how ‘many were in the
parcel

Betty run on, telluw me, that my mamma was
now as much incenfed againft me, as any—body—-
That' my doom ‘was- fixed 1-— That ‘my violent !
haviour had not left one to 'plead for me. " That
Solmies bit his lip, -and mumbled, and feemed to have

more in his head, than’ cOuld come out at hxs momh* :

that was” her phrafe
And yet fhe alfo hinted to me, ‘that the crue‘f crea-
tyre’ took pleafure in feeing me; altho’ fo much to
my difguft.—And fo wanted to fec me agam Muﬂ

He not -be a favage, my ‘dear? >
The wench went an — That my uncle Harlq’w'e
faid, Thatiow ke gave meup.-— Fhat he pitied Mi.
Solmes_l— Yet hoped he would not think ‘of This to .
amydetriment hefeafter: That my uncle Antony was
pf opxmon, Thar 1 ought to {'mart for itz .lrzd for

-~
/
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ber: part-—A nd then, as one of the family, fhe gave her
©pinion of the fame fide.

As I have noother way-of hearing any thing that
is faidy or iintended, below, I bear fometimes miore
- patiently, than' 1 otherwxfe thould' doy ‘with ‘her im=

pertinence. And, indeed, fhe feems to be i all'my
brother’s and-fifter’s courifels.

_Mifs Hervey came up again, and demanded an half-
pmt ink-bottle; which:they had feen in. my clofet. '

I gave it Her without hefitatiom

- If they have no fufpicion of my being able to write,,
they will, perhaps, let me flay longer than otherwife-

they would.
[his, my dear, is now my fituations
All my.dependence, all'my hopes, is in your mams
ma’s favour. . But for That; I know not what T
mlght do : For who can tell what will come next

il L'E T E X XXRUL |
Mfs CLARISSA Harvowe, To Mifs Howrs. ;

Wednefday, Four o*Clock. in the Afternaans.

I Am juft returned from depofiting: the letter I fo.
lately finifhed, and fuch of Mr. Lovelace’s lettefs
- zsl had not fent:you. My long letter, I found remais+ .
there. — 8o you’ll have both together.
mgifam concerned, methinks, it is not:with you.—Bue
our fervant cannot always beat leifure.. -However,,
i'll depofite as faft'as I write: I'muft keep nothing
me now ; and when I write, lock'm lyfelf in, thé’tt
Iy ay not: be furpnfed now they. think T have no pen
and k..
I found in the; ufiak place; anether: Letter: from this
dihgent man : And by its' contents,: a conﬁrmatwﬂ,.
-that nothing pafles in this houfe, but he knows it;
and that, as foon as it pafles..  For this letter muft
-wve been written before he could have reccived my
J 558 - billet 5
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billet ; and depofited, I fuppofe, when that was taken
‘away ; yet, he compliments me in it, upon afferting
myfelf, ‘as he calls it; on that occalion, -to my uncle

and to Mir. Solmes. g : 33 %
< He aflures me, however, that they are more and

¢ more determin’d to fubdue me. :
< He fends me the compliments of his family 3 'and
& aequaints me ‘with their earneft defire to fee' me
< amongft them. Moft vehemently does he prefs for
¢ my quitting This houfe, while it is in my power
< to get away :+ And again craves leave to ordér his
¢ uncle’s chariot-and-fix to attend my orders atithe
<ftyle leading to the coppice, adjoining to the pad-
< dock. : i

¢ Settlements to my own will, he again offers.” Lord
& M. and both his aunts to' be guaranties of ‘his ho-
< nour and juftice. But; if I.choofe not to'go to ei-
« ther of his aunts, nor yet to make him the happicft
< of men fo foon, as it is neverthelefs his hope that I
¢ will, he urges me to withdraw to my own houfe 3
<.and to accept of my Lord M. for my guardian and
« prote&or, till my coufin Morden arrives. He can
s cantrive, he fays, to give me eafy poffefion iof it,
% and will fill it with his female relations, ‘on’ the firft
¢ invitation from me} and Mrs. Norton, or Mifs Howe,
. ¢ may be undoubtedly prevailed upon to be with me
¢ for a time. There can be no pretence for litigation,
¢ he fays, when Iam once in it.. Nor, if I choofe to
& have it fo, will he appear to vifit me; nor prefume to
& mention marriage -to me till all is quiet and ‘eafy ;
« till every method I fhall preferibe for a reconciliation
¢ with my friends, is try’d ; till my coufin comes 3
« til] fuch fettlements are drawny as: he fhall approve
s of for me; and that I have unexceptionable proofs

.8 of his own good ‘behaviour.” '~ n 1 i on SR
r As to the difgrace a perfon of my charater may
“/be apprehenfive of, upon quitting my father’s houfe,
ke obferves, too truly, I doubt, € That the trealme‘nt
e ¢ 1 meet
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% T meet with, is in every one’s mouth ; Yet, he fays,

* that the public voice is in my fayour: My friends
* themfelves, he fays, expec? that I will do myfelf,

, % what he calls, this juftice ; why elfe do they confine

'%:me? He urges, that, thus treated, the independence
¢ I have a right to, will be my fufficient excufe, go-
' ing but from their houfe to my own,if I choofe that

_-$.meafure ; ory imarder to take poflcflion of my own,
. *®if Idomot: That all the difgrace I can receive,

€ they have already given me : That his concern, and
* his family’s concern, iz my honour, will be equal to
€.my own, if he may be fo happy ever to call me his:
‘¢ And he prefumes to aver, that no family can better
¢ fupply the lofs of my own friends to me, than his,
¢ in whateyer way I do them the honour to accept of

- his ard their protection.

. ¢ But he repeats, that, in all events, he will oppofe
* My being carried to my uncle’s ;. being well aflured,

. “®that I fhall be loft to him for ever, if once I enter

- % into that houfe.” He tells me, ¢ That my brother -
£ and fifter, and Mr, Solmes, defign to be thére to re-
€goive me: That my father and mother will not
¢ come mear me, till the ceremony is aCtually over :

v And that then they will appear, in order to try. to re-

. £ concile me to my odions hufband, by urging upon
4'me the obligations I thall be fuppofed to be under,
¢ from a double duty.’ : ) :

: - How, my dear, am Idriven between both !—This
Jaft. intimation is but a too probable one. Allthe
fleps they take, feem to tend. to this | And; indeed,

: ‘they have declared almoft as much.

- He owns, ¢ That he has already taken his meafures
* upon this intelligence :— But that he is fo defitous,
i for my fake [T muft fuppefe, he fays, that he owes
¢ them no forbearance for their own], to avoid coming

| to extremities, that he has fuffer’d a perfon, whom

% they do not fufpedt, to acquaint them, as if un-
% known to himfelf, withhis refolutions, if they per-
LR L4 < Oft
Go gle 3

o A" -l AR



224 The HisTorY of '

¢ fift in their defign to carry me by violence to my

¢ uncle’s 3 in hopes, that they may be:induced,” from

¢ fear of mifchief, to change their’ meafures ;- Altho’

“ herung a nfque, if he cannot be benefited by their

« fears, from their doubly gnardmg themfelves avan& ®
< him on this intimation !’ :

~Whata rdangerous entcrpnzer, however, is th!s

]

¢ He begsa few lines from’ me, by way of anfwn'
% to this letter, either This evening; or to-morrow
< morning. — If he be not fo favour’d, he fhall con=
 clude; from what he knows of their fixed determi-
¢ nation, that: I {hall be under a clofer reftraint than
¢ before: ‘And he fhall be obl:ged to take his meaﬁu'es
£ according to that prefumption.”

You will fee by this abftrat, as well as by bl:
Jetter preceding This  (for both run in the fame
ftrain), how ftrangely forward the difficulty of my
fituation has brought him in his declarations and pro-
pofals 3 and in his threatenings too: Which, but for
“Thaty, I-would not take from him.

-, Something, however, I muft {peedily refolve- upon,
eor it will be out of my power to help myfelf.

Now I think of it, I willinclofe his letter (fo might
have fpared the abftract of it), that you may the bet-.
ter. judge of all his propofals, and intelligence 5 and
left it ‘thould fall into other hands. ‘I cannot forget
the contents, altho” I am at.a lofs what anfwer ta
return.

I cannot bear the thoughts of throwmg myfelf up-
on the prote€ion of his friends :—But I will not ex-
amine his propofals clofely, till I hear from you. In-
deed,. I haveno: eligible hope, but:in‘your mamma’s
goodnefs. . Hers is a protection. I' could more reputa=
bly fly to, than to That of any otherperfon : And
frqm ‘hers fhould be ready to return to my father’s
(for the breach then would not be irreparable, as it
would be, if 1 fled to his fam:ly) T returny 1 xe-

peat,
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peat, on. fuch terms as thall fecure but my negative 3;
not, my. independence : 1 do not aim at That (fo fhall
lay. your mamma under the lefs difficulty); altho’ I
have a right to it,. if I were to infift upon it :—Such,
| I ight;.-[ mean,; as. my:brother exerts in: the eftate;,
A" left bim 3 and which no-body difputes:—God forbid;
that I thould.ever think myfelf freed from myfather’s
| reafanable controul, whatever right my grandfather’s
# Wil has given me! He, good gentleman; left me
that.eftate, as a-reward of my duty, and not tofet
- me above it; as has been juftly hinted to me.:; And this
s refleCtion makes me more fearful of not anfwering 'the
{ intention’of fo valuable a bequeft.~~O that my friends:
kngw but-my . heart ! — Would but  think of:it; a%
they ufed to do—For once more, Ifay, If it deceive;
me not, -it-is mot altered, altho’ theirs.are!s 1/
s wrWould but your mamma, permit you to fend hee
ehariot,. or chaife; to the bye-place where Mr. Love~
lace propofes his. uncle’s fhall come (provoked, 'inti».
i ».and:apprehenfive, as I.am),.1 would not hej
fitate a moment. what to do -~ Place me any-where,
asLhave faid before !—In a cott, in a garret; any~
where— Difguifed as a fervant — or let me pafs as'a
fervant’s fifter—So that.I may but efeape Mr. Solmes
omone band, and the difgrace of refuging with:the
family of 2 man at enmity with my own, on the other;.
algll fhall be in fome meafure happy !-—Should youx
ood:mamma.refufe me, what refuge, or: whofe, can. -
fly to?— Deareft creature, adyife,your. diﬁrcm

| fmiend. peds 14
@ LIQNY" CL ﬁ @ ‘. i £ e
IBrokE off here —.I was {0 exceflively uneafy;.
| that Edurft not truft myfelf with my own refleétions 3-
| So.went:down. to the: garden, to’try to calm my-
mind;: by fhifting the fcene.  I'took but one turm.up=
on the filbeard walk, when Betty came to me..  Heré
Mifs, is your Papa | ~Here isiyour uncle Antony l-=
e Ls Here

-
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Here'is my young mafter— and my young miftrefs,
coming, to take a walk in'the-garden; and yourpapa
fends-me. to fee where you are, for fear hethould meet

ymll ftruck into an oblique path, and got: behind the
yew-hedge, feeing’my fifter appear; and there' Con~
cealed myfelf till they were gone paft'me. : « " ¢
My mamma, it feems, 'is not well. - My poor
amma keeps her chamber!— Should fhe'be worfe,
¥ fhould’ have an additional: unhappinefs] - in- appre-
‘henfion, that my reputed: undutifulnefs has'touched
her heart] PSS i s e retnid el
-~ ¥ou cannot imagine what my emotions were be=
-hind ‘the' yew-hedge, ‘on feeing my papa fo near me.
wF-was 'glad to look at him'thro’ the hedge; as he
pafled by :gBut I trembled-in every joint, when I
heard ‘him' utter thsfe words's Son James, To' you,
and to Bella; 'and to You, brother, 'do I'wholly com-
‘it 'this matter.—For 'that T, was meant,' I'icannot
doubt. 'Andyet; why was] foaffeCted’; fince I may
\be' faid “to have been” given up to their cruelty; for
mny.daySpa&?r AR 18 PR, S B | ot
o o

WHILE my papa remained in the garden, I fent
-my dutiful compliments to’ ¥y mamma, with inquiry
-~after her health, by Shorey, whom' 1 met accidentally
--upon’ the' ftairs ;. for none of the fervants, except

my gaolerefs, dare to throw' themfelves in my way.
el had the mortification of fuch a return, :,’agérmde
~ume _repent my meflage, ‘tho’ not my concern for her
health. Let her not ?nquire after the difordc:s.&c
- @ceafions; was the harfh anfwer. . I will ‘not receive
any compliments from her ! i 30y b
iVery; very, hard; miy déar!’ Indecd it is! ver
e it | bt i i 0
LR - SHETRRS et e
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I uAvVE the pleafure to' hear my mamnia is already
!xtttr, however: ' A colicky diforder, to which fhe

s too’ fubjedt :==And it is Hoped is' gone offi=—~God

fend it may '—Every evil that happens in this houfe is
owing tome} -

- 'This good news was told me, with 2 circumftance
very unacceptable ; for Betty faid, fhe had orders t®
‘et me know, that my garden-walks, and poultry-ifits

~were fufpeéted ; and that both will be prohlbltcd, if I

“here till Saturday or Monday.
bly this is faid by order; to make me go with
lefé relutance to my uncle’s.

- My:mamma bid “her fay, if I expoftulated: about
thefe orders; and about my pen and ink, ¢ That read-
B mg was more to the purpofe, at prefent, than write-
“ing: That by the one, I might be taught my duty's
£ That the other; confidering whom I was ‘believed
< to wite to, only ftiffen’d my will ¢ That - my needle-

“® works had better be purfued, than my airings; whvzh
4 "were obferved to be taken in all weather&’ ¥

- So, my dear; if I do not refolve upon fbmethmg
foon, I fhall neither be able to aveid the intended evil,

nor have it in my power to correfpond with y'ou. :

W ednefday Ni gbt.

ALL i in' hurry below-flairs. = Betty is in ‘and
‘out like a fpy. ' Something is ‘working; - I know not
“what. " Tam really a'good deal 'difordet’d-in bt‘)dya!i
: wen as mind. 'Indeéd T am quite heart-fick' ¥ /'

“Twill go down, tho’ *tis almoft dark, on preteice of

E)ett?ng a'little air and compofuse. Robert has my two

rmer;, I hope, before now : And I'will'dépofite This,

- with Lovelacg s inclofed; 1£ Ican, for fear ef another

fearch

 I'know not what T fhall do Lt All'is fo ﬁmngcly
bufy I—Doors clapt to : Gomg—Out' of ofie apartment,
hurryingly, as'I may fiy, into another. ' Betty inher

thCG

“alarming way, ftaring, ?[S‘ if of frighted importance 5
i 6

T v Inm
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228 The HistorY of"

twice with ‘me in half an ‘hour 3! called .down in
hafte, by Shorey; the laft time ; Jeaving me with ftill
more meaning in her looks:and: geftures! — Yet
f_oﬂibly nothing in all This, worthy of my apprehen-
jons.— Here, again, comes the creature, with her

deep-drawn “affected fighs, and her O dear’s s o

dear’s! 2 _ i)

More dark hints thrown out by thi¢ faucy ‘crea-
ture. But fhe will not explain herfelf. ¢ Suppofe
< this pretty bufinefs ends injmurder, fhe fays. I may
&.rue my oppofition, as long as I live, for aught the
¢ knows.  Parents will not' be bajfled out of .their
¢ children by impudent gentlemen ; nor is it fit . they
¢ fhould. Igmay come home to me, when Ileaft
S expedt it’ : X W avAek §

Thefe are the gloomy and pérplexing hints this im-

. pertinent throws out. ~Probably they arife from-the
information. Mr. Lovelace fays hefgés fecretly ‘per-'
mitted them to have [From his 'vile double-faced
agent, I fuppofe!] of ‘his refolution to prevent my be=

. ing ¢arried to my uncle’s. { 8 Py A

* "How juftly, if To, may This exafperate them I'—

How am I driven to and fro, like'a feather in the"

wind, at the pleafiire of the rafh, ' the felfifh; and the"

' headftrong! and when I am as avetfe to the proceed="

ings of the one, as'liam to thofe of the other, But-

‘being forced into: a clandeftine correfpondence, in=> -

«difcreet, meafures 'are fallen upon by t e rath man, -
before 1 can be confulted: And between them, I
haye' not an option, altho’ ‘'my ruin {For is’ not! the
Jofy of reputation a ruin ?] may be the dreadful confe-
quence of the fleps taken. What a perverfe fate'is’
B AR w2 40 Jo

“Ifla

ey

as Lintend to try 1o do, late as it is, T will add 1o

~

fublli el
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a,bas occafion ihall offer,. Mean time, bﬁheve me

N 3]

¥ — | Xour wer aﬁﬁwnata and gratgfyl Y

‘, 5 Kl HARLowz.,

O Uudertbe _ﬁtpzrﬁr :ptwn, wmﬂm witha penﬁl, aﬁw
Jhe went down,

g My two former not taken away !—I am furprnfed ]

¢ —1I hope you are well— 1 hope All is right be-~
oS twp;t your,mamma apd you.’ ey

: oy ETTER xxxw'
;m Jlﬁ Hnwz, Zo. Mf: CLARISSA HARLowx-:.

.& ) gk Vi) Tﬁw;/day Mrmng, Iprzl 6. :
T Have- your three letters. Never was there a crea=:
*1ture-more impatient on the moft gntercﬂxpg un-
certainty than I.was, to know the evem; of the in-
tewxew between you and, Solmes. |’

_* ;. dt behoves me to.account to my, dear frxend in her

prefent . unhappy fituation, for, every thing that may,
have the leaft appearance of a ne"ngencc or xemxﬁhefs,
, ‘on.my, part. L fent Robin in the morning early, .in
hgpcs of a depofite. He loiter’d about the place till,

. near LI,'en, to no purpofe 2 and then came away ; my.

magypa,‘ha, ing given him a letter to carry to.Mr..
* Hunt’s, wb;chg‘heg1 was_ to deliver before Thr}:ec, whcn
wonly, in the day-time, that gentleman is_at homq,
to bring; her back an anfwerto it,  Mr. Hunt’s,

Qufn, you know, lies wide from Harlowe- Place,— ,
Robin but juft fayed his time; and return’d not till it,
was too ilate. to fend him. again, I could only dlre@:
hhh;pt fqt out before day, this, mornmg, and i he

8o %aqy letter, to nde, as for his life, to brmg it to me, :

“lay by myfelf ; A moft. uncafy night I had, thro®
3 nce 3, and bei o dlfcpmpofe withi it, lay longer_
W\z al. Juft asyi, was nfen, in co.me Kltty, ‘from
S e Rob'n,

By v
. oA
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230 The HisTORY of "
Robin, with your three letters. T was not-a quarter
drefs’d; and only flipp’d on my morning facque 5 pro-
ceeding o furthertill (long as they'ate) Thad read them
all thro’: And yet I often ftopp’d to ravealoud (tho® by
myfelf) atthe devilifh people you have to deal with. -
How my heart rifes at them all § How poorly did
“they defign to- trick: you into an ‘encouragement  of
Solmes, from the interview to which they had ex-
torted your confent !—I'am very, very angry at your
aunt Hervey ! To give up her 'own judgment fo
tamelyl—And not content with that; to'become fuch
an aftive inftrament i their hands.==But it is' fo like
the world !<~So:like my mamma too l—Next to her
own child, there is not any-body living fhe values fo
much as the does you :— Yet, ‘it is— Why fhould
we ‘embroil ourfelves, Nancy, with other peoples
affairs ? R 3 VP Siireng
Other people /—How 1 hate the poor words, where
friendfhip is concern’d, and where the proteftion to
be given may be of fo much confequence to a friend,

and of fo little detriment to one’s felf ! = "« %
T am delighted with your fpirit, however. T ex-
peted it not from you.  Nor did They, 1am fure.
Nor would you, perhaps, have exerted it, if Lovelace’s
intelligence of Solmes’s nurfery-offices had not fet you
up. % wonder not that the wretch is faid to love you
‘the better for it. What an honour to haye fuch 3 wife ?
:‘And he can'be even with you when you are fo." He
muft indeed be a favage, as you fay.—~Yet is he lefs
to blame for his. perfeverance, than thofe of your own

family, 'whom moft you reverence. ‘g et
Tt 1s well, as T have often faid, that'T have not fuch
provocations and trials ;I fhould, pethaps;’ long ago,
‘have taken your coufin Dolly’s advice — Yet dare 1

not to touch that key. —I fhall always love fthé.-‘%bod
girl, for her tendernefs to you.' [ 1o GER

' Tknow not what to fay to Lovelace ; inoriwhat to
‘think of his promifes, rior ‘of his propofals ‘o ‘you.
~’Tis
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 231
Tisicertain  that you are highly cfteem’d by all his
family. | ‘The Ladies are perfons of unblemifh’d ho-
nour. s My Lord M. is alfo, as Men and Peers' go;.
aman of honour. I could tell what to ‘advife' any
otheér perfon in-the'world ‘todo 'but you. * So'much
expected from!you! Such a fhining light #— Your
quitting your father’s houfe, and: throwing 'yourfelf
into 'the proteétion of a family, however honourable,.
that has a Man in it; whofe perfon, parts,. declara-
tions, ‘and pretenfions, will be thought to-have en-
gag’d your warmeft efteem — Methinks'I any rather
for advifing, that you fhould get privately to Loadon;
and nottolet either him, orany-body 'elfe but me; know
_ «Where you 'are; till your coufin Morden comes.
1.1 As to going to your uncle’s, that you muft not do,
‘if you can helpit.© Nor muft you have Solmes, that’s
certain: Not only becaufe of his unworthinefs in
{  cevery refpe&, but becaufe of the averfion you have
| foropenly avow’d to him; which every-body knows
* and talks of 5-as they do of your approbation of the
other.  For your reputation-fake; therefore, as well
as to prevent mifchief, you muft either live fingle, or
have Lovelace.
| > Ifyou think of going to London, let me know 3 ahd
| 1 hope you will have time to allow me a farther ¢on-
|  ‘icert; ds to the manner of yourgetting away, and thi-
| ther, andhow to procure proper lodgings for you.
“#¥ To! obtain this' #/me, you muft palliate a ‘little,
.?lah’dror‘rxe‘into fome feeming compromife, if you can-
«'mot do otherwife. 'Driven as you are driven, it will
be ftrange if you are not obliged to part with & few of
i your admirable pun&ilioes. ' i
.+ You will’ obfervé'from'what I have written, that I
! ‘have not fucceeded with my mamma.
0551 am extremely mortify’d and difappointed. < We
have had very ftrong debates upon it. ' ‘But; ‘befides
< ithe narrow argument of embroiling ourfelves swith other
pesples affairs, as above-shentioned, fhe will havehit,
25 ¢ r that
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that it is your duty to comply. . Shefays, the was a/~
aways of opinion, that daughters /bould; ‘and govern’d:
herfelf by it; for that my:papa was; atfirft;- more
her father’s choice than her-own.. - 1@t {33

“This is what fhe argues.in ‘behalf of her-favourite.

>

Hickman, as well as for Solmes in your cafe. i
I muft not doubt; but my mamma always govern’d

herfelf by this. principle;becaufe the fays the did.. L

have likewife another reafon to believe it ;o which you:
{hall have, tho’ it may not become me;to give it i~

That they did notlive: fo: very happily together, .as'

one'would hope people ‘might, who. maryied.:prefer=
ring each other to the reft of the:world. * oo w0 il
‘Somebody fhall fare never the better for this double-

meant policy of my mamma, I will affure-him.: Such®

a retrofpeétion in her arguments to-him; and to his'
addrefs} it is but fie; that be fhould fuffer for my-moz-
tification in a point I had fo 'much: fet my:  heart
upon. . FHEIFENRRCTLA g IS 5 PV
PThink,., miy dear, if in; any way I cam ferve:you.
I you allow of it, I proteft I will go: off privzﬂf‘
with-you, and.wewill live and die together. . Think:
ofit.” I ve upon my hint, and command me., .« -

<A litfle’ interruption. ~What is breakfaft to the

fubjeét I am upon
R i
‘Lo NDowN, I am told, is the beft hiding-place i
“the wosld.” I have written nothing but what I wills
ftand to at’ the word of command. Women love to
engage in knight-errantry, now-and-then, as well as:
to encouragé it in the men. “But in'your cafe, what
1 propofe; - will have nothing - in it of what ~can-be:
deemed that. It will enable- me to perform what is=
no more than a duty in ferving and comforting a dear::
and worthy friend, labouring under undeferved op-
preflion : - And you will ennoble; as I may fay, your

;s
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| M;fs Clatiffla Harlowe. 233

Anna Howe," if you will allow her to be your coms=
panion in affliction. T
‘Pl engage; my dear, ‘we fhall not be in town to-
gether one month, before we furmount all difficulties;
and This without being beholden to any men-fellows

1 for their protection.

I muft repeat what I have: often faid;, That the

“authors of your perfecutions would mot have prefumed

to:fet on foot their felfith fchemes againft you, ‘had
they not depended upon the gentlenefs of your fpirit:
Tho’ now, having gone fo far, and having engaged
Old-Aurroriry init [Chide me,-if youwill! ] nei~,
ther be nor they know how to recede !

-When they find you out of their reach, and know
that I am with you, you’ll-fee how: they’ll pull. in
their-odious horns.

I think, however, that' you fhould have written to
your coufin Morden, the moment they: had -begun
to treat you difgracefully.

I hall be impatient-to hear, whether they will'at-
tempt to carry you. to your uncle’s. . I remember,
that Lord M.’s difmiffed bailiff reported of Lovelace,
that he had fix or feven companions as bad as him-
felf'; and that the country was always glad when they
left it. He has fuch a knot of them now, I hear,
about him. And, depend upon it, he will not fuffer
them quietly to carry you to your uncle’s: And
whofe muft you bey if he fucceeds in taking you from
R B i 0

I tremble. for you, but upon fuppofing what may
‘be the.confequences. of a conflit upon this occafion.
To be fure, he owes fome of them vengeance. This..

ivés::me a: double concern,”that my mamma fhould
refufe: her confent to the protection I had propofed,
and fet my heart upon procuring, for you. . ,

‘My mamma will; not breakfaft without me, A
quarrel has its conveniencies fometimes ; Yet too much
love; 1 think, is as bad as too little. *
, E
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PP
WEe haye juft. now had another pull. | Upon my

word, fhe is exceffively— What fhall T fay 2— wnper-
Jfuadeable—I muft let her off with: that foft word.

" What old Greek was it, that faid, He govern’d
Athens ; his wife, him ;. and his fon, her? _

"It was not my mamma’s fault [Iam writing to
50y {'ou know], that fhe did not govern my papa.
But T am but a daughter I—Yet I thought T was not
quite fo powerlefs, when T was fet upon ‘carrying 2
point, as I find myfelf to be. . _

Adieu, my'dear '— Happier times muft come '—
And that quickly too.—T he ftrings cannot long con-

tinue thus overftrained. They muft break, or be !

relaxed. In either way, the Certainty muft be pre-
ferable to the Sufpenfe. ;
" 'One word more.

T think in my confcience you muft take one of thefe
two alternatives : 1. To confefit toIét us go to Lon-
don together privately : In which cafe, I will procure
a vehicle, and meet you at your appointment at the
ftile Lovelace propofes to bring his uncle’s chariot to.
Or, 2dly, To put yourfelf into the protection of
Lord M. and the Ladies of his fapuly, 1+~
" You have another, indeed ; and that is, if you are
abfolutely refolved againft Solmes, to meet and marry
Lovelace directly. ' P

Whichfoever of thefe you make choice of, you'll
have This plea, both to yourfelf, and to the world,
that you are concluded by the fame uniform prit-
ciple that has govern’d your whele cond&; ever fince
the contention between Lovelace -and’ your brother
has been on foot : ‘That is to fay, that you have cho-
fen a leffer evil, in hope to prevent a greater. «

h p

Joved creature, prays

‘'Adieu! 'and Heaven dire&t for ‘the ‘be‘&'imy,ffiwﬁ~ :

.Hér'ANNA' Howh
LET-
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i i inodl g ige i By XYYV
Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Hows,

Piapmd e Thur[day, April 6.

: ,I Thank you,: my deareft friend, for the kind pains

# =% you have taken in accounting fo affetionately for

ﬂ' smy. papers not being taken away yefterday ; and for
.the kind protetion you would have procured for me,
if you could.

This kind prote&ion was what I withed for : But
-my, withes, raifed at: firlt by your love, were rather
govern’d . by my defpair of other refuge (having be-

fore caft about, and not being able to determine,
swhat I ought to do, and what I could do, in a fitua-
tion fo unhappy) than by a reafonable hope: For why,
indeed, fhould any-body embroil themfelves for an-
-other,: when they can avoid it ?- St
- All.my confolation is, as. I have frequently faid,
-that I have not, by my own inadvertence or folly,
brought myfelf into this {;\d fituation.- If 1 had, I
idhould not have dared to look up to any-body with
the expe@ation of proteltion or affiftance, nor to you, .
for. excufe of the trouble I give you. But, never-
thelefs, we fhould not be angry at a perfon’s not do-
ing that for ourfelves, or for our friend, which fhe
| sthinks the ought #af to do ; and which fhe has it in her
| -option to da, or to /et aline. MNuch kfs have you.a
| ‘mght to be difpleafed with fo prudent a mother, for
| ot engaging herfelf fo warmly in my favour, as you
wifh’d the would. If my own aunt can give me up,
%pcj that againft her judgment, as' I may prefume to
ay ;and if my father, and mother, and uncles, who
_once loyed me fo well, can join fo ftrenuoufly againft
me; can [ expet, or ought you, the protettion of
‘your mammay, in oppofition to them? <
* " “Indeed, my deareft love [Permit me to be wery fe-
3 rious],
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tious], Tam afraid T am fingled out, either for my
own faults, or for the faults of my family, or for the
faults of both, ‘to be a very unhappy creature !— fig-

nally unhappy ! For fee you, not how irrefiftibly, the:

waves of afflition come tumbling down upon me £
We have been till within thefe few weeks, everys

one of tis, too happy. No crofles, no vexations, but:

what ‘we gave ourfelves from the pamperdnefs, as:1
may call it, of our own wills. Surrounded by our
heaps ‘and ftores, hoarded up as faft asacquired, we
have féeemed to think ourfelves out of the reach o:
the bolts of adverfé fate, I was the pride of all
my friends, proud myfelf of their pride,. and glo-
rying in my ftanding, who knows what the juftice: of
Heaven may infli&, in order to convince us,. that we
are not out of the reach of misfortune ; and,to reduce
us'to'a better reliance, thanThat we have hitherto pre~
fumptuoufly made? ¥ ]

I fhould have been very little the better for the coa-

* %erfation-vifits which the good Dr. Lewin ufed to ho-

nour me with, and for the ‘principles wrought, as:I
may fay, into my earlieft mind by my pious Mrs.
Norton, founded ‘on her reverend father’s experience,
as well as on her own, if I could not thus retrofpect,
and arguey in fuch a ftrange fituation as we are in.
Strange, I may well eall it'; for don’t you fee, my
dear, that we feem 2ll to be impefled, 4s it were, by 2
pérverfe fate,’ which none of us are able to refift /—
And- yet all arifing (with a ftrong appearance of felf-
punifhment), from ourfelves?— " Do not my parents
fee the hopeful children, from whom they gxie&eda
perpetuity ‘of worldly happinefs to'their branching fa-
mily, now grown up to anfwer the #7// now diftant
hope, fetting their angry faces againft each other, pul-
ling up:by the roots, as I may fay, that hope, which

was ready to be carried into a probable certainty 2
_Your paitial love will be ready to acquit me of ca-
pital and intentional faults :— But oh, my dear! my
calamities
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<alamities have humbled me enough, to make me

- turn my.gaudy eye inward ;. to make me lookinto my-

felf '— And what have T difcover'd there ?— Why,

él%y-de‘at;friend,_ more fecret pride and vanity, than 1
‘eould have thought had lain in my unexamined heart. ‘
oy am«to‘%x' fingled out to be the panifber of
myfelf, - and family, who fo lately was the pride
tz'i't, pray for me, my dear, that I may not be
ft wholly to myfelf; and that I may be enabled to
ﬁpport my charatter, fo asto be ju/lly acquitted of
W ful and premeditated faults. ‘The will of Providence
be refigned to in the reft: As that leads, let me pa=
tiently, and .uarepiningly, follow '—I fhall not live al=
w:gf‘f—- May but my clofing {cene be happy I .
~ But I will not opprefs you, my deareft friend, with
farther refleGtions of this fort.. I will take them . all
into myfelf. Surely I have a mind, that has.room fogr
them. = My aflitioris are too tharp to laft, long;
The crifis. is at hand. Happier times_you, bid me
Bope for. 1 willhope! : Yo\
3 O,

"Bur yet, I cannot but be impatient at times, to find
anyfelf thus driven, and my charater fo- depreciated
ad funk, that were all the future to be happy, 1
x‘mﬂd be_afham’d. to fhew my face in public, or to
lack up.  And all by:the inftigation of a felfifh bro-:
ther, and envious fifter | — it :

~ But let me flop: Let me reflet 1-Are not thefe fug=,
geftions the fi uggefltions of the fecret pride I have beers
nfuring? Then, already {o impatient | But thismoment:
fe refigned | fo-much better difpofed for. reflecion 1
Yet 'tis hard,. tis very hard, to fubdue an embitter’d
fpirit I— In the inflant of its trial too I~ O my cruel:
brother I— But now it rifes again b— I will lay down |
a.pen I 2m fo little able to govern, —_And I will try’
to fubdue an impatience, which (if my: affliions are
fent me for correétive ends) may otherwife Jead me

S

j?‘f’s ftill more punifhable errors J— . - :
E".—l‘ ) 3 4 NN 3
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Iwirvry return to-afubjeét, which Icannbt fly from"
for ten minutes together— called upon ‘efpecially as I

of your laft, ’ : 93642
As to the firft ; to wity Your advice for me to efcape
20 London— Let me tell you, that that other hint or’
propofal which accompanies it, perfectly ' frightens’
me—3Surely, my dear [happy as you are, and in-
dulgently treated -as your mamma treats youl], ‘you
cannot mean what you propofe | 'What a wretch muft:
Ibe, if I could, for one moment only, 'lend an ear'to:
{uch ‘a -propofal- .as This I— I, to be theioccafion of
making fuch a mother’s (perhaps jhorten’d) life un-
happy to the laft hour of it!— Ennoble you, "my’ dear
creature ! How muft fuch an enterprize [the rafhnefs
publicy the motives, were they excufable; private]
debafe you !~ But I will not dwell upon the {ubjeéti—
For your own fake I will not. iz f
As to your fecond alternative, ‘To put myfelf into the*
protection of Lord M. and of the Ladies of that familyy.
Iown to you (as Ibelieve I have owned before), that
altho’ to do This would be the fame: thing in the eye
of ‘the world, as putting myfelf into. Mr. Lovelace’s
protection, yet, I think, I would do it, rather:than be’
Mr. Solmes’s wife, if there were evidently no other

way to avoid being fo.
. Mr. Lovelace, you have
way to put me into pofleflion of my own houfe; and

am, by your three alternatives ftated in the conclufion’

feen, propofes to contrive 2

he tells me, that he will foon fill itwith the Ladies of his
family,as my vifitors ;~upon my invitation, however, to
them.—A very inconfiderate propofal I think it to be,
and upon which I cannot explain myfelf to him: What -
an exertion of independency does it chalk out for me!
How, were I to attend to Aim (and not to' the natu=:
ral confequences which: the following of his advice
would lead me to) might I be drawn by gentle wordsy
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For how could I gain poffeffion, but either by legal
litigation, which, were I inclin’d to have recourfe to
it [as I never can:be], muft take up time; or by for=:
cibly turning out the perfons whom my. papa has

placed there, to look after the gardens, the houfe,-
and. the furniture— perfons  intirely attached to him-

felf, and who, as I know, have been lately inftruéted,
by my brother ?

+ ~Your third alternative, To meet and marry Love=
« lage direftly;: a man with whofe morals I am far from

being fatisfy’d—A ftep, that could not be taken with
the leaft hope of ever obtaining. pardon from, or re-.
conciliation with,-any of my friends ;— and -againfk
which a thoufand objections rife in my mind— That
ismot to be thought of.

‘What appears to me, upon the fulleft deliberation,
the moft, eligible, if I mu/? be thus driven, is the
efcaping to Loondon.—But I would forfeit all my hopes
of happinefs in this life, rather than you fhould go off
with me, as you rafhly propofe.—It I could get fafely
thither, and be private, methinks I might remain ab-
folutely independent of Mr. Lovelace, and at liberty,
either to make propofals to my friends, or, fhould they

| renounce me (and I had no other or better way) to

make terms with him ; fuppofing my coufin Morden,
on his arrival, were to join with them. But they
would, perhaps, ther indulge me in my choice of a. -
fingle life, on giving him up : The renewing to them
this offer, when I was at my own liberty, would at
leaft convince them, that I was-in earneft when T
made it firft : - And, upon my word, Iwould ftand to
ity dear as you feemto, think, when you are difpofed
to railly me, it would coft me, #o ftand to it. v
If; :my dear; you can procure a conveyance for us
boths) you. can, perhaps, procure one for me- fingly;
But can it be done without embroiling- your/elf with
" your mamma, or ber with our family ?—DBe it coach, .
chariot, chaife, waggon, -or horfe, -1 matter not,

R provided
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240 The H1STORY of

provided You appear not in it. ‘Only, in cafe it be one
of the two latter, 1 believe I muft defire you to gett
me an ordmary gown and coat, . or habit, of fome
fervant; having no concert with any of our own:
‘The more ordinary the better. They may bé thruft
into the wood-houfe ; where I can put them on; and
then {lide down from the bank, that feparates the
wood-yard from the green lane. ‘

But, alas! my dear, this, even this alternative, is not
without difficulties, which feem, to a fpirit fo little en-
terprizing as mine, in a manner infupérable. Thefe
are my reflections upon it: .

I am afraid, in the firft place, that] fhall not have

time for the requifite preparations to an efcape. -
. Should I be either detected in-thofe preparations, or
purfued and overtaken in my flight, and fo brought
» back, then would they think themfelves doubly war-
ranted to compel me to have their Solmes : And, con-
{cious, perhaps, of an intended fault, I fhould be lefs
able to contend with them.

But were I even to get fafely to London, I know
no-body there, but by name; and thofe the trades-
men to our family; who, no doubt, would be the
firft wrate to, and engag’d, to find me out. And
fhould Mr. Lovelace difcover where I was, and he

and my brother meet, what mifchiefs. might enfue
between them, whether I were willing, or not, to
return to Harlowe-Place ?

But fuppofing I could remain there unconcealed,
what might not my youth, my fex, an unacquainted-
nefs with the ways of that great, wicked town, expofe '
me to}—1I fhould hardly dare to go to church, for fear
of being difcover’d. = People would wonder how I
lived. Who knows but I might pafs for a kept mi-
ftrefs;; and that, altho’ no- body came to me, yet,
that every-time 1 went out, it might be xmagmed to
be in purfuance of fome aflignation ?

You, my dear, who alone would know where to

direct
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 241

direct to me, would be watched in all your fteps, and-

in all your meflages; and your mamma, at prefent

d not highly pleafed with our correfpondence, would

then have reafon to be more difpleafed ; and might not

differences follow between you, that would make me

i wery unhappy, were I to know it ? And this the more

#f likely, as you take it fo unaccountably [and give me

leave to fay, fo ungeneroufly] into your head, to re-

i veng;yourfelf upon the innocent Mr. Hickman for
all the difpleafure your mamma gives you ?

. Were Lovelace to find out where I was; that

would be the fame thing, in the eye of the world, as

i if I had a&uallt{; gone off with him: For (among

ftrangers, as I fhould be) he would not be prevaile
upon to forbear vifiting me: And his unhappy cha-
rafter [a foolifh man !]is no credit to any young crea-
ture, defirous of concealment. Indeed, the world,
let me efcape whither, and to whomfoever, would
conclude bim to be at the bottom, and the contriver,,
of it. ' :
. Thefe are the difficulties which arife to me on re-
wolving .this {cheme; which, fituated as I am, rhight
appear furmountable to a more enterprifing {pirit. If
you, my dear, think them furmountable, in any one
of the cafes put.[and to be fure I can take no courfe,
but what muft have fome difficulty in it], be pleafed
- 1o let me know your free and full thoughts upon it. °
< Had you, my dear friend, been married, then thould
1 have had no .doubt, but you and Mr. Hickman
would have afforded an afylum to a poor creature,
more  than half loft, in her own apprehenfion, for
want of one kind, proteéting friend !
You fay, I fhould have written to my coufin Mor- |
.den the moment I was treated difgracefully. But
could I have believed that my friends would not have
foften’d by degrees, when they faw my antipathy to
their Solmes? ¢
I had thoughts indced feveral times of writing te

| &¥ou. 1L M him.
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“Have it in’ ber thought to ferve, ‘o even to fave, bet-

342 The HisTorY of
Hint. “But by the time an anfwer could have ‘comey
Timagined all would have been over, as if it had ne-
ver been :—S0 from day t6 day, from week to week,
1 hoped ‘on:” And, after all, T~ might ‘as’ reafonably
fear (as T have heretofore faid); that my coufin ‘would
be brought to fide againft nie, ‘as that forme of thofe’l
Bave named, would. 10Ot s byeel L3813
And then to appeal to2 eoufin [1'muft have writ-
ten with warnith, to engage him7, ‘againft a father
This was not a defirable thing to fet about ! Then I
had not, you know, one foul of my fide; my mamma
ferfelf againft me: To be fure he would have fuf=
pended his judgment till he could have arrived. — He
mi%ht hot have been in' hafte to ‘come, hoping ' the
malady ‘would ‘cure’ itfelf : But had he written, his
Tetters probably would have run in the qualifying fyle;
to perfuade rme to fubmit, or them only to relax: Had
his letters been more on' my fide than ‘on theirsy they
would not have regarded them': Nor perhaps bimfelf,
had he come, and been an advocate for me: For 3
e how frangely determined’ they “are s “how they
have 'over-awed, or got in, every-body ; fo that no
one dare open their lips in'my behalf : And you have
‘heard, that my brother pufhes his meafiires with the
friore violence, that all may be over with me before
m'fécouﬁn’s expeéted arrival. ' v ISR
“But you tell'me, That, in order to gain ‘time, 1
muft. palliate ; that T muft feem to compromife with
iy friénds.— But how palliate? how' feem to com-
Fomife? — You would not have me endeavour to
make them believe, that T will confent to what I'ne-
ver intend to confent to 1= You would ‘not have me
fry €0 gain time, with a'view to deceiwed v o1 2
TR0 Ao evily ‘that good may come of it, is forbidden.
Q{ﬁd fhall T do'evil; yet know not, whether good may
‘come of it, or not? 142 ke A

Fotbid it, Heaven ! that Clariffa HarloWe ﬂxoald
{elf,
Go gle
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felf, at:the expence of her fincerity, and by a fudied
deceit !

#-And is there, after all, no way to efcape one greaf
evily but. by plunging myfelf into anether ’-—— What
an ill-fated creature am 1?-—Pray for me, my deareft
Nancy |— My mind is at prefent fo.much difturbed,
that I hardly can for myfelf |- :

L 00 T ol B 0 TG @ 6 :
soddifs Crarissa Harvowe, 7o, M5 How g,

i Bk Thurfday Night.. -
TH,E alarming hurry I mentioned under my, date
A of laft night, and Betty’s faucy, dark hints, come
out to be owing to what 1 guefs’d they were ; that is
to fay, to the private intimation Mr. Lovelace con-~
trived our family thould have of his infolent refo=
Jution [infolent Iymu{’c call it] to prevent my being
.carried to my uncle’s. ‘ :
oI faw at the time, that it was as wrong, with refpet
to anfwering his own view, as it wasinfolent : For could
‘he think, as Betty (I fuppofe from her betters) juftly
obferved, That parents would be.infulted out of their
sright to the difpofal of their own child, by a violent
man, whom they hate ; and who could have no pre-
' tenfion . to difpute. that right with them, unlefs what
~he; bad. from hery; who had none over herfelf?. And
how muft this infolence of his exafperate them againft
-me, emblazon’d, as my brother is able to emblazon
At f 3w ; . ,
<ier The rath iman, has indeed fo.far gained his point,
as to intimidate them from attempting to carry me .
raway :-But he has put them upon 2 furer.and a more
defperate; meafure: And this has put me alfo upon
one as defperate ; the confequence of which, altho’
“the could not forefee it, may, perbaps, too well an-
:,il‘j» 3
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fwer his great end; little as he'defetves'to have it
anfwer’d. \ ' : s
Tn fhort, Fhave done, as far as'] know, the rafheft
thing that ever T did in my life 1 = 3bitetio 1072
But let me give you the motive, and'thefi ‘the -
aétion will foow of coutrfe. U (970 PLati -3 8BS
" About fix o clock  this evening, my aunt [who
ftays here all night ; on my account, no doubt] came
up, and tapp’d at my door; for I was wrifing, and
thad lock’d myfelf in. * I open’d it ; and fhe entering,
thus delivered herfelf: ' Lok ¢
1 eome once more to vifit you, my dear; but forely
apainft my will ; becaufe it is to impart to you mat-
fers of the utmoft concern to You, and to the ‘whole

T
" What, Madam, is now to be ‘done with 'me ? ' faid
T; wholly attentive. ' a 23
"~ ou will not ‘be ‘hurried ‘away ‘to ‘your ‘ancle’s,
child ; let that comfort you. —They fee your averfion
to go.— You will not be obliged to go to your ‘uncle .
Antony's. 4 ey
““How-you revive me, Madam'! [T little thought
wwhat was to follow this fuppofed condefcenfion] This
j5'a cordial to my heart! 20U VORI
‘And ‘then I ran over with bleflings for this’ g‘odﬂ
ews [and fhe permitted me {0 to'do, by her filence]’s
congratulating  myfelf, that 1 thought “{:wpé‘p'a
could fiot’ refolve to carry things o the laft extre-
mit SR, H 5 iy GETOmOK
Ll yold‘, niece, faid fhe, at laft.—You muft not give
ourfelf too much joy upon the occafion tieither.—
Don't be furprifed, my dear.— Why look’you upon
ey child, with fo ‘affeting an earneftiefs |—But'you
muft 'be Mrs. Solmés, for all'that, 77" = ahot.
""/I"&vasdumb.‘ 2 i L Vs otl ':5.7";!:‘1'&
7 /Blie then  fold me, that they'had had undoubted ifi-
“formation,  that "4’ certain defperate’ ruffian [ T-muft
“gxcufe’ her that word, fic faid ] had prepared armed
k2 men
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M;fs Clarifla ‘Harlowe. 245

hen to way-lay my brother and uncles, and feize me,
- and carry me off.—Surely, the faid, I was not confent-
- ing:to a violence; that might be followed by murder,
-on one fide, or the other};. perhaps on. both.—=- .
carid was: il filent.. ., , &
That therefore my father (ftill more, exafperated
than, before) had changed. his refolution as to my go-.
ing to my uncle’s; and was determined next Tuelday
to, fet out, thither bimfelf with my mamma; and
that (for it was to no purpofe to conceal a refolution
fo foon to be put in execution)—I muft not, difpute it
-any longer— on Wednefday I muft give my hand—~
- as they would have me, 1 .\
=1 She proceeded, That orders were already given for
-a licence : That the ceremony was to be performed
+in: my own chambery in prefence of all my friends,
- except of my father and mother ; who would not re-
« turn,, nor fee me, till all was over, and till they had

_ .2 good account of my behaviour. ., ..

-1+ The very intelligence, my dear!— the very intelli~
- gence This, which Lovelace gave me! ok
I was ftill dumb— Only fighing, as if my heart
- would break. : 2t

She went on comforting me, as fhe thought. . She
-daid before me the merit of obedience 3 and .told ‘me,
- that if it were my defire that my Mrs. Norton fthould
«.be prefent at the ceremony, it; would be complied
«with.: . That the pleafure 1 fhould receive from  re~
< conciling all my friends to me, and in their con-
..Elxamlations upon it,. muft needs over-balance, withe
Auch a one as me, the difference of perfons, how~

-'_.pvqx- preferable, I /might .think the one, man. to the

vother: That Love was a flecting thing,, little better

. than a name, where morality and virtue did not dis

.ftinguifh the objeét of it: That a choice made by its
.-ditates was feldom happy ; at lealt not durably fo: Nor
. was it to be wonder’d at, when it naturally exalted the
_ ebjeét above its merits, and made_the lover blind. to
kil M3 faults,.
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246 The HisTory of
faults, that were vifible to every-body ‘elfe : ‘So ‘that
when a nearer intimacy, {tript it-of its imaginary per-
fetions, it left frequently both fides furprized, that
they could be thus chéated ; and that then' the Indif-
ference, became ftropger than the Love ‘ever''was.
. “Ihat a wonian gave a man great advantages, 4nd in-
fpired him with great vanity, when fhe avowed “Her
love for him, and preference of him, and'was gene-
rally requited with infolence and contempt : Whereas
the confefledly-obliged man, it was probable, would
be all reverence and gratitude; and T canmot tell what.
You, my dear, faid fhe, believe you thall be un-

happy, if you have Mr. Solmes : Your parents think -

_the contrary ; and that you will be undoubtedly fo,
were you to have Mr. Lovelace, whofe morals are
unqueftionably bad :—Suppofe it were your fad lot to
be unhappy with either, let me befeech you to con-
fider, what great confolation you will have on one
hand, if you purfue your parents advice, that you did
fo ; what mortification on;the other, -that, by follow-
inl% your own, ‘you have no-body to blame but your-

. fe 4 ¢ ; b

This, you remember, my dear, Was an argument
inforced upon me by Mrs. Norton. B
" Thefe and other obfervations which fhe made, were
worthy of my aunt Hervey’s good fenfe and experi-

. erice, and, applied to almoeft any young creature, who
ftood.. in’ oppofition to her parents will, but one who
_had offered to make the facrifices 1 have  offered to

- amake, eught to have had their due weight. But al-
tho’ it was eafy to anfwer fome of them in"my own

. particular. cafe; yet, having over and over, to my

_mamma, before my confinement, and to my brother

+ .and fifter, and even to my aunt Hervey, ]zxnte; faid
- what I muft now have repeated, I was fo much mor-
_tified and affliGted at the cruel tidings the brought me,

., that, however attentive I was to what fhe faid, I had

- meither power nor will to anfwer one word ; 3::&
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;had fhe not ftopp’d of herfelf, fhe might have gone on
an hour longer, without interruption from me.

.+ Obferving this, and that I only fat weeping, my
ha.ndkerchie%covering my face, and my bofom heaving
ready to burft;, What! no anfwer, my dear>—Why
fo much filent grief ! You know 7 always loved you.
You know, that 7 have no intereft in this affair.
You would not permit Mr. Solmes to acquaint you
with, fome things which would have fet your heart
-againft Mr. Lovelace. Shall I tell you fome of the
matters charged againft him ? Shall I, my dear ?

.. Sull I anfwered only by my tears and fighs. ' *

1 Well, child, you (Kzll be told ‘thefe things after-
‘wards, when you will be in a better ftate of mind to
hear them, and to rejoice in the efcape you will have

had, ; It will be fome excufe, then, for you to plead
for your behaviour to Mr. Solmes before marriage,

sthat_you could not have believed Mr. Loyelace had

- been fo very vile 2 man,

.My beart flutter’d with impatience and anger at
‘being fo plainly talked to as the wife of ‘this man;
but yet 1 then chofe to be filent. If I had fpoke, it
would have been with vehemence.

- Strange, my dear, fuch filence l— Your concern is
_infinitely more on this fide the day, than it will be on
the otFer.—But let me afk you, and do not be difplea-

_fed, Will you choofe to fee what generous ftipu-
_lations for you there are in the fettlements ? — You

‘have knowlege beyond your years—Give the writings
aperufal : Do, my dear.—They are ingroffed, and

_ready for figning, and have been for fome time.—Ex-

_cufe me, my love,~ I mean not to difturb you :—Your

_papa would oblige me to bring them up, and to leave

. them with you.  He commands you to read themi—
Bt to read them, niece—fince they are ingrofled, and
were, before you made them abfolutely hopelefs. *

_ . And then, to my great terror, .out fhe drew fome
_ parchments from her handkerchief, which fhe had kept
i) i - o
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“funobferved by me) under her apron, and; rifing, put
them in the oppofite window.  Had fhe produced:a
ferpent, I could not have been more frighteds .1 .2
. Oh! my deareft aunt, turning away'my face, and
holding out my hands: Hide from myieyes thofe
horrid. parchments |—Let me conjure you totellime!
By all the tendernefs of near relation-fhip,| and upon
your honour, and by your love for;me, fay, Are they
abfolutely refolved, that, come what will, I muft be
“That man’s ? : ] :
I\ély-dear, you muft have Mr, Solmes ; Indeed you
muft. ; ‘ )
-Indeed I never will:! This, as I have faid over.and
over, is not eriginally my father’s will. — Indeed: I
never will -——And that is AL 1 will fay ! {
It is your father’s will mow, reply’d my aunt : And
confidering how all the family is.threatened by Mr.
Lovelace, and the refolution he has certainly taken to
force you out of 'their hands ; 1 cannot but fay they
are in the right, not to be bullied out of their.child.+ -
Well, Madam, then nothing remains for. me to
fay. 1am made defperate. I care not what becomes
of me! . 3
Your piety, and your prudence, my dear, and' Mr.
Lovelace’s immoral chara&er, together with his dare-
ing infults, and threatenings, which ought to incenfe
Jou, s much as any-body, are every ene’s, depen-
dence. We are fure the time will come; when youw'll
think very differently of the fteps your friends take
‘to difappoint a man who has made himfelf fo juftly
obnoxious to them all. T E T
‘She withdrew ; leaving me full-of grief and indig-
nation ; — And as much out of humour with- Mz
Lovelace as with any-body ; who, by his conceited
contrivances, has made things worfe tor me than be-
fore; depriving me of the hopes I had of gaining
time to receive your advice, and private affiftance to
get to town 5 and Jeaving me no. other choice, in all
pi’ appearance,
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. appearance, than either to throw myfelf upon his fa-
- mily, or to be made miferable for ever with Mr.
Solmes. But I'was ftill refolved to avoid both thefe:
-evils;- if poffible.

‘o1 founded Betty in the firft place (whom my aunt”
- fent up, not thinking it proper, as Betty told me, that
I [hould be left by myfelf, and who, 1 found, knew
‘their defigns ) whether it were not probable that théy
*would forbear,. at my eamneft entreaty, to pufh mat=
ters to the threatened extremity..

But fhe confirmed all my auntfaid ; rejoicing, (as-
the faid they All did) that the wretch had given
‘them. fo. good.a pretence to fave me from him now,
“and for ever.

She run on about’ equipages befpoke ; talked of

brothet’s and fifter’s exultations, that now the

ol( e family would foon be reconciled.to each other.:
Of the fervants joy upon it: Of the expeéted licence :
<Of avifit to be paid me by Dr..Lewin, or another
_Clergyman, whom they named not to ber ; which
vwas to crown the work : And of other preparations,
fo particular,. as made me dread.that they defigned
to furprize me into a ftill nearer day tham next
Wednefday.

- Thefe things made me exceflively uneafy. I kncw
10t what to refolve upon.

At one time, thought T, what have Tto do, but to
“throw myfclf at once into the protetion of Lady
‘Betty Lawrance ? But then, in refentment of his fine
‘contrivances, which had {o abominably difconcertad
me, I foon refolved to.the contrary. And at laft:
“goncluded to afk the favour of another half-hour’s cone-
~werfation with my aunt.

“ST fent Betty to her ‘with' my requeft.”
“ She came. ;

“ Iput it to her, in the moft earneft manner, to telli
me, whether I might not obtain.the favourof a foxt--

. might’s refpite?
Sh M 5 Shc:

"
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‘She affured me, ‘It would not be granted. "~

Would a'week ? Surely a'week ‘would?' - 3
<" She believ’d 4 week might, if I would promife two
things  “The firft, upon ‘my honour, not to‘write 2
lilie Gut of ‘the houfe, 'in that week : 'For'it ‘was ftill
fufpected, fhe faid, that 1 found means 'to ‘write'to
Jome-body. 'And, fecondly, ‘to marry Mr. Solmes, at
‘the ‘expiration of it. WpLD

Impofiible | Impoffible ! T faid with paffion.” —
What ! might I not be obliged with one week, with-
tout fuch a horrid condition at thelaft?" “o* =%°

She would go down, fhe faid, that The might not
feem 'of her own head, to put'tipon ‘me ‘what I
thought a hardfhip fo great. Souk

She went down.' And came up again.

Did I want, was the anfwer, to give the v‘i}sﬁ of
men ‘opportunity to put his murderous fchemes in ex-
ecution 1—It was time for ‘them to put ah ‘end ‘to my
obftinacy (they were tired out 'with ‘m€) and ‘to his
hopes, ‘at onice.” 'And an‘end fhotild be put onTuef-
day or Wednefday next, at furtheft ; 'tinlefs T'would
give my honour to ‘comply ‘with the condition upon
which iny aunt had been fo geod as'to allow me a
Jonger time, : :
‘Igeven ftamp’d ‘with impatience ! == I'called upon

_her to witnefs, . that I was guiltlefs of the confequernce
"56f this compulfion ; ‘This barbarous’ compulfion, 1
called it ; let that confequence be what it would. ™"

" My aunt chid nie, in ‘an higher ffrain “than-ever
fhe did before, ; : BEL BRIRN PR

2 Whiile 1, in 2 half frenzy, infifted wpon fecing 'm
‘Pipa: Such ufage, T'faid, fet 'me above fear."

would rejdice to owe my death ‘to him, as vI"fa';'d‘*my

:

g0

- "SHie own’d, that fhe fear’d for my head”"'"" 44

. Bdid go down Ralf way of 'the fhairs, refolved to
hirow myfIfat his feet, where-ever e was—My
; aunt
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-aunt was frighted.—Indeed I was quite frenzigal for a
few minutes.—But hearing my brother’s voice; as
talking to fomebody, in my fifter’s apartment juft by,
I ftopped ; and }:Eud "I'hc barba;cr:l:sh defigner, fay,
dpeaking to m er, 1his wor armingly, m
dear li?(%er ! y e Y
It does! Itdoes ! faid fhe, in an exulting accent.
Let us keep it up, faid my brother.— The villain

“ is caught in his own trap |~—=Now fhe muit be what

we’d have her be,

Do You keep my father to it ; I'll take care of my
ymamma, faid Bella. 49! 3
1" +Never fear, faid he |-— And a laugh of congratu-
lation- to each other, and derifion of me, (as 1 made
it out) quite turned my frenzical humour into 2 vin-
di&tive one,

.~ My aunt, juft then coming down to me, and take=
.ing my hand, led me up; and try’d to footh me,
y raving was turned into fullennefs. 1]
She preached patience and obedience tQ me,
1 X was filent. - R
. At laft fhe defired me to affure her, that I would
- offer no violence to myfelf.

God, I faid, had given me more grace I hoped,
.than to be guilty of {o horrid 2 rafhnefs, I was His
. greature, and not my ocwn.

.She then took leave of me; and I infifted upon
her taking down with her the odious parchments.

- . Seeing me in fo ill an humour, and very earneft
that the thould take them with her, fhedid ; but faid,
That my papa fhould not know that fhe did: And

. hoped 1 would better confider of the matter, and be
.,calmer next time they were offer’d to my perufal.

T revolved, after the was gone, all that my brother

and fifter had faid : I dwelt upon their triumphings

. over me : And found rife in my mind a rancour, that

.+ 1 think I may fay was new to me ; and which I could
R . "M 6 f10L,

L 2o

e
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not withftand. — And putting every thing togethes,
dreading the near day, what could I do#~~ Am<L,
in any manner excufable for what I did do? —1f I
am condemned by the worldy ‘whei know not:my
provocations, ‘may I be -acquitted . by you? — If#
I am unhappy indeed.—For This I'did. 2 18
Having fhook off Betty as foon as I could,I1wrote to
‘Mr. Lovelace; to let him know,' ¢ That all that was
< threatened at my uncle Antony’s; was intended to
¢ be executed here. - That I had come to a refolution
¢ to throw ‘myfelf upon the protetion' of-either of
¢ his two ‘aunts, who would afford it me : . In thors,
¢ that by endeavouring 'to cbtain leave, on Monday,
¢ to dine in theivy-fummer-houfe, I woulds if pof-
-« fible, 'meet him - without the garden-door,. at two,
¢ three, four, or five 0’Clock on Monday afterncon,
=&.as I fhould ‘be able.  That in the mean time he
¢ fhould acquaint me,  whether 1 might hope for ei-
< ther of thofe Ladies protection: — And if. fo, I abfo-

¢ lutely. infiftedy  that he thould leave me with either,

_¢and go to London himfelf, or remain at his uncle’ss
- %nor offer tovifit me, till I were fatisfied, thatnothing

¢ could be done with my friends.in anamicable way;
-%“and that I could notobtain pofleffion of -my own
« % eftate,” and leave to live upon it And particularly,

¢ that he fhould not hint marriage to mey till I con-
% fented to hear-him upon that fubjeéti=I added, that

¢ if he could prevail upon one of -the:Mifies’ Monta-
! « gueto favour me with her company onithe road;: it
- “.would: make me: abundantly eafier in an ‘enterprize
» ¢ which T could not think of (altho”fo driven) without
+ & therugmoft concern 3 and which would throw fuch

¢ a flur upon my reputation inthe eye of the weorld,
S as, perhaps, ' I fhould never be zble to wiperoffi”
© +Fhiswas the.purport of what 1 wrote'; and down
“into- the garden I flid with it in the dark, which at
“another time I thould not have had the courage to
23 { ' 3 8 > bl :doS

4
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oy and depofited. it, and came up again, unknown
to any-body : | '
4 1My mind fo. dreadfully mifgave me when I re-
~turned, that.to divert,  in fome meafure, my in-
.cereafing uneafinefs, I had recourfe tomy private pen;
and in a very, fhort time ran this length..
<1 sAnd nows, that 1 am. come to this, party my. unealy
-refle@tions. begin again to pour in upon me. Yet
what can I do?—1 belicve I fhall take it back again
the firft thing 1do in the morning.—Yet what can I.do 7
- oio For fear. they fhould have,an eatlier day-in their
intention, than. that which will too foon come, I
will begin to bevery ill.. Nor need 1 .feign-much;
forindeed, Iam extremely low, weak; and faint.

. L hope. to depofite this early in the morning for you,
as I .thall return from refuming my letter, it I do re-
{ume; it; as my inwarde/} mind bids me.

« Altho’ it'is now near Two o’clock; I have a good
mind to flide down once morey in order to take back

. my-letter..; Qur doors are always locked and barred

, upat a eleven 5 but: the feats of the lefler hall “win-

. dows being almoft even: with the ground without,

- and the fhutters not difficult to openy L could eafily

get out.—

i .+ ¥et. why fhould I be thus uneafy >—Since, fhould
the Jetter go,. I can but hear what Mr, Lovelace fays

_torit..,» His aunts live at too great a. diftance for

_ him o have an immediate anfwer from them ; fo I

can feruple going off till 1 have invitatior. - I can #i-

. fiff upon one of his.coufins meeting me, -as L have

. hinted. in: the chariot 3 and he may.net be able to
obtain, that favour from either of them. . Twenty

. things;may happen to. afford me a fufpenfion; at leaft :

. Why fhould I be fo very uneafy.? — When, toos I

. can refume it early, before it is probable he will have
t  the thought of finding it there. Yet he owns he fpends
1 three parts of his days, and has dong for this fortnight
pail, in loitering about in one difguife or oth»er,{_%c;
, » : ides.

A
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fides the attendance given by his trufty fervant; when
he himfelf is not in waiting, as hecalls it, ¢
But thefe ftrange. fore-bodings!~—Yet I can, if you
advife, caufe the chariot: he thall bring with ‘him, to
carry me direétly for town,  whither .in'-my London
fcheme, if you were to approve ity I had propofed to
go : And This will fave you the trouble ¢f procuring
for me a vehicle; as well as the fufpicion from your-
mamma of contributing to my efcape.
But, follicitous for - your advice, and approbation
too, if I can bhave it, I will put-an end to. this
Jetter. 7
Adicu; my deareft friend, adieu!

L'ETTER, XXXVIL =
Mifs Crarissa HarLowEs To Mifs HowE.

Friday Morning, Seven o’Clacky Hpril 7.
MY aunt Hervey, who is-a very early rifer, was
walking in the garden, (Betty attending her, as
I faw from my window this morning) when I arofe ;
for, after fuch a train of fatigue and reftlefs nights, ‘I
had unhappily overflept myfelf : So all I durft venture
upon, was, to ftep down to my poultry-yard, and
depofite mine of yefterday, and laft night. AndiI
am juft .come up ; for fheis ftill in the garden : This
prevents ‘me from going to refume my lettery as I

think ftill to do 5 and hope it will not be too late. |
I faid, T had unhappily overflept myfelf. T went
to bed at about half an hour after Two. « I.told the
quarters till Five ; after which 1. dropt afleep, . and
awaked''not till paft Six, and then in great terror
from -adream, which has made fuch an impreflion
uporl me, that, flightly as I think of dreams, I can-

not help taking this opportunity to relate it to you.
* ¢ Methought my brother, ‘my uncle Antony, and
* Mr. Solmes, had formed a plot to deftroy Mr,
¢ Lovelace 3. -

~
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! ¢ Lovelace’; who difcovering it, turned all his rage
¢ againft me, believing I had a hand init. T thought
¢he made them all ‘fly into foreign parts upon it ;
€ and afterwards feizing upon ‘mey carried ‘me into a
¢ church-yard ;- and there, ‘notwithftanding all 'my
¢ prayers ‘and tears, and proteftations of innocence,
¢ ftabbed me to the heirt, and then tumbled me in-
¢to a deep grave ready dug, ‘among two or three
¢ half-diflolved carcafes’; throwing in the dirt and
] ¢ earth upon me, ‘with his hands, and trampling it
i «.down with his feet.’ .

I'awoke with the terror, 2ll in a cold fweat, trem-
bling, and in agonies; and flill the frightful images
raifed by it, remain upon my memory. X

But why fhould I, who have fuch real evils to
contend with, regard imaginary ones? This, no
doubt, was owing to my difturbed imagination 3 hud-
dling together wildly all the frightful ideas which my _
h aunt’s: communications and difcourfe,  my letter to
4 ‘M. Kovelace, my own uneafinefs upon it, and the
s|  -apprehenfions of the dreaded Wednefday, furnifhed
i|  ome with,

' sy 1 Eight o Clack.
| 50 THE man, my dear, has got the letter |— What a
{|  *ftrange diligence! I wifh he mean me well, that he
] “itakes fo'much pains |—Yet, muft own, thatT thould
[|  !be difpleafed, if he took lefs — I with, however; he
+ had'been an hundred miles off' '—~What an advantage -
|  “have I given him over me !
z 1/ Wow the letter is out of my power, I havemore
/| “uneafinefs and regret; ‘than I had before. - For, till
1 ‘niow, I'hada doubt whether it thould, orifhouldnot
| “go* And now I think it ought not to-have gone.
|- “And yet is there any-other way, than to .do as I
have ‘done, if T would ‘avoid Solmes? But what a
I “piddy creature fhall 1 be thought, if I purfue the
| cousfe to which-this letter muft Jead me? :
3 R My
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My deareft friend, tell me, have'l done wrorng¥
~_ Yet do not fay I have, if you think it ; for
fhould all the world befides condemn me, I fhall have
fome comfort, if you do not. The firft time I ever
befought you to flatter me. That, of itfelf, is an
“indication, that I have done wrong, and am - ‘afraid
of hearing the truth— O tell me [but yet do not tell
me], if Ihave done wrong ! -

Friday, Eleven o’ Clock.

My aunt has made me another vifit.  She began
what fhe had to fay,. with lettingme know, Thatmy
friends, are all perfuaded, that T ftill correfpond with
Mr. Lovelace ; as is plain, fhe faid, by hints and
menaces he throws out,, which fhews, that he is ap-
.prized of feveral things that have pafled between my
relations and me, fometimes within a very little while
after they have happened.

Altho’ 1 approve not of the method. he floops to
take to come at his intelligence,. yet is it not prudenat
in me_to clear myfelf by the ruin of the corrupted
fervant [ as his vilenefs has neither my connivance,
nor approbation], fince my doing fo might occafion
the deteétisn of my own correfpondence ; and fo fru-

{irate all the hopes I have to avoid this Solmes, ~Yet:

it is not at all unlikely, that this very agent of Mx.
Tovelace plays booty. between my brother and him :
How elfe can our family know (fo foon too) his
_menaces upon the paffages they hint atf, 4
1 affured my aunt, that.I was too much afhamed
of the treatment. I met with,, for every-one’s fake,
as well as for my own,.to acquaint Mr. Lovelace with
- the particulars of it, were the means of correfponding

with him afforded me: That I had reafon to think,.

that if he were to know of it from me,. we muft be

upon fuch terms, that he would not fcruple making:
_fome vifits, which would give me great apprehenfions.-

They all knew, 1 faid, that I'had no communication.
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«with any of my. papa’s fervants, except my. fifter’s
Betty Barnes :. For altho’ I had a good opinion of them
all, and believed, if left to their, own inclinations,
they would be glad to ferve me ; yet, finding by their
" fhy behaviour,, that they were under particular di-
xection, I bad forborne ever fince my Hannah had
. been fo. difgracefully difmifled, fo much as to fpeak to
any of them, for fear I fhould be the occafion of their
ofing their places too: They muft, thercfore, ae-
count among themfelves for the intelligence Mr.
 Lovelace met. with, fince neither my brother, nor
fifter, (as Betty had frequently, in praife of their fin-
cernity, informed me) nor perhaps their favourite Mr.
..Solmes, were at all careful who they fpoke before,
when they had any thing to throw out againft him,
or even againft me, whom they took great pride to
join with him on. this occafion.
- It was but too natural, my aunt faid, for my friends
o fuppofe, that he had his intelligence, part of it at
L, from me 3 who, thinking myfelf hardly treated,
.might complain of it, if not to him, to Mifs Howe ;
which, perhaps, might be the fame thing; for they
knew Mifs Howe fpoke as freely of them,- as they
-could do of Mr. Lovelace; and muft have the par-
ticulars fhe fpoke of, from fome-body, who knew
:what was done here,  That this determined my papa
to_bring the whole matter to a fpeedy iffue, left fatal
-eonfequences fhould enfue. plg
+ I perceive you are going to fpeak with warmth, pro-
ceeded fhe [And fo I was] — For my own patt I am
fure, you would not write any thing, if you o write,
to inflame fo violent a fpirit.—But this is not the end
of my prefent vifit.— .
. You cannot, my dear, but be convinced, that
your father will be obeyed. 'The more you contend
againft his will, the more he thinks himfclf obliged
to affert his authority. Your mamma defires me to
- gell you, that if you will give her the leaft h%pes.fg{
: ! : * adutiu

B
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a dutiful compliance, fthe will be willing te fee yom
in her clofet juft now, while your papa is gone to
take a walk in the garden. abit
Aftonifhing  perfiftence, faid I!— T am tired with
making declarations and pleadingson this fubjeé ; and
had ‘hoped, that'my refolution being fo well known,
I thould not have been further urged upen it. i
You miftake the purport ‘of my prefent vifit, s Mifs
[looking gravely]. ~Heretofore you have been defired
and prayed, to obey and oblige your friends : - Intreaty
is atan end: They give itup. Nowiit is refolved
upon, that your father’s will is f0/bel obeyed 5,28 it is
it it ‘thould, ' Some things are laid atyour deor; as
if you concurred with Lovelace’s threatened violence
to carry you off; which your mamma will not be-
lieve. ‘She will tell you her own good opinion of
you : She will tell you how much fhe fill loves you :.
And what fhe expeéts of you on the approaching oc~
cafion : " But yet, that fhe may not be expofed to an
oppofition, which would the more provoke her, fhe
defires, you will firft affure her, that you go down
with a refolution to dd that with a grace which muft
be done with or without a grace. And befides, fhe
‘wants to give you fome advice how to proceed, in or-
der to reconcile yourfelf to your papa, and to every=-
body elfe.  'Will you go downy Mifs, or will you
not ? - ; : :
I faid, I fhould think myfelf happy, could I be ad-
mitted to 'my mamma’s prefence, after fo long a

banithment from its but that I could not wifh it up-

on thofe terms.
And This is your anfwer,  Mifs a
It muft be my anfwer, Madam. ' Come what may,
Tnever will have Mr. Solmes.- I'am very much con-
cerned, that this matter is fo often prefs’d upon: me.
~I never will have that man! ,
. Down fhe went with difpleafure. - I could not help
it." D'was quite-tired with fo many attempts, all to
the
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e fame purpofe. I am amazed that They are not !
EESO little variation! And 'no conceflion. on either
el
2o will' go down and depofite this ; . for: Betty has
een I'have been writing.. The faucy creature took
@ riapkm, and dipt it in water, and with a fleering
au', Here, Mifs; holding the wet corner to me.
‘What’s That for, faid I?
‘Only, Mifs, one of the fingers of your right-hand,
,if you-pleafe to look at it.
It was inky.
T gave her a look; but faid nothing,.
* But left I fthould have another fearch, I will clofe
“here..
G HARLOWE.

| ) L v Wy A d XXXVIII
M'fa Crarissa Hagrowe, 7o Mf: Howe.

: Friday,, One o C/ac,é.

Have a letter from Mr. Lovelace, full of tranf-
, vows, andpromifes. I will fend it to you
inclofed. You’'ll fee how he engages in it for his
“aunt Lawrance’s protection, and. for Mifs Charlotte
“Montague’s accompanying me. . < ¢ I hdve nothing to
¢do, but to perfevere, he fays, and prepare to receive
‘@the perfonal congratulations of bis whole famﬂg
é B\ut you’ll fee, " how he prefumes upon my. being
bis, as the confequence of throwing myfelf into that
. Lady’s protection.
he chariot-and-fix is to be ready at-the place he
mentions.  You’ll fee; as to the flur “upan my re-
g:;latlon, which ‘I'am fo apprehenfive about,  how
dly he argues, ' Generoufly enough, indeed, were
1 to be his 3 and had given him reafon to behcve that
1 would !—But that I have not done.

" How one ftep brings on another with this. mcroach—

SH . mg
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ing Sex | How foon may a young creature, Who gites

“a man the leaft encouragement, 'be carried: beyond

»

her intentions, and out of her own power .=~ ¥eou
would imagine, by what hewrites, 'that'I have given
him reafon to thirik; that iny'averfion to:Mr: Solmes-
is'all owing to my favour for him Jui & oy or e

The dreadful thing is, that, comparing' what he
writes from his intelligencer; of whatis defigned againft
me [though he feems not to know the threatened day ]
with what my aunt and- Betty aflure me “of; there
can be no hope for me, butthat I muft be Solmes’s
wife, if I ftay here. s 26 pittogal Lad

1 had better bave gone to"'my uncle Antony’s, at
this rate | I fhould have gained time; at/leaft, byiit.
ZThis is the fruit of his fine contrivances !

¢« What we are to do, and how good he is to be :
¢ How I am to direct all his futuse fteps2 @ All this
thews, as I faid before, that he is fure of me. ...

. However, I have reply’d to the following effect :
¢ That although I had given him room to expect, that
¢ I would put myfelf into his aunt’s protection; yet;
¢as I bave three days to come, between this.and
¢ Monday, and as I hope that my friends will ftill re-

- ¢lent, or that Mr. Solmes will give upa point. tm

¢ will both find it impoflible to carry 3 k fhall not 1

- « upon myfelf as abfolutely bound by the appointment :
- ¢ And expect therefore, if I recede; ;that Ifhall not

¢ be called to account for it by him. | That I think
¢ it neceffary to acquaint. him, that if, by putting

: ¢ myfelf into Lady Betty Lawrance’s: protection, be:

¢ underftands, that I mean direétly to throw myfelf
¢ into his power,. he is very much miftaken: For that

- © there are many points in. which. I muft be fatisfied ;-

¢ feveral matters to be: adjufted, even, after 1 have
¢ left this houfe (if I.do leave it), before I can think
¢ of giving him any particular encouragement : That,

* ¢in the firft place, he muft expeét, that I will do my
“utmoft %o procure my father’s reconciliation. and

¢ approbation.
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Ssapprobation. of my future fteps 3 and that I will.
¢ govern myfelf intirely by his. commands, in eve
¢.seafonable point,«as much. as/if I'had not left his
Shoufe:: That if be imagines, that .Ifhall not re-.
‘ferve to myfelf this liberty, but that my withdraw-
. ©ing is to give him any advantages, which he would.
¢ otherwife have had ; Iyam determined to tarry where,
& I.am, and abide the event, in hopes that my friends
¢ will . ftill -accept  of my reiterated promife, never
¢to :marry, him, or any-body elfe, without their
¢ confent’: 7. 2
- This I will depolfite as foon as I can. ' And as he,
i{ thinks things are near their crifis, ‘I dare fay it will
ﬁ not be Jong before I have an anfwer to it.

i fdess Fridayy Four o’ Glock. ‘
# <X Am far from being well : Yet muft I make my-
T felf worfe'than I am, preparative to the fufpenfion I
#| hopeto obtain of the menaced. evil of Wednefday
§| next. 'And if I do obtain it, I will poftpone my ap-,
p

g

nt to meet Mr. Lovelace. :
s Betty: has told them I am very much indifpofed.
But I have no pity from any-body.
1 I'believe, I am become the object of every-one’s
averfion;and that they would all be glad I were dead.—
Indeed, ‘I believe it |—¢ What ails. the perverfe crea-
s gure,” crics ione ?—¢ Is fhe love-fick,” another ?
< d Was in'the [vy~fummer-houfe, and came out fhi-
vering with cold, as if aguifhly feized. Betty ob-
ferved thisy and reported it.—< O, no matter |—Let
s her fhiver on |—Cold cannot hurt her. ' Obftinacy
¢will defend her from That. Perverfenefs is a Bracer
& toa love-fick ‘girl, and ‘more effeCtual than the Cold
«:Bath 'to'make hardy, altho’ the conftitution be ever
#4otender.” E
. \This faid by a eruel brother, and heard {aid by the
dearer friends of one, for whom, but a few months
;R C - . --apo,
T
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ago, every-body:was''apprehenfive at € h}aﬂ:of
vgind to v}:'hichyfhe exp(?fed herfelf w'y

Betty, it muft'be owned," has an’ admlrable “me-
mory on thefe occafions. Nothmg of this naturel'is
loft by her-repetition s Even the veryair-fhe repeats
with, renders it unnecéflary: toaik, Who ﬁud “This
or That fevere thing. >6lS

Fridays Stx o Clpcf

MY aunt, who again ftays ‘all night, has juft lefe
me. ‘She came to tell me the refult -of my: fneuds
dehberatlons about'me. It is'ithis )

*Next Wednefday morning they are all 'to bo aﬁ-
fembled: To wit, my father, mother,  my uncles;
herfelf, and my uncle Hervey ; my brother and fifter
of ‘courfe ; my good Mrs. Norton is likewife to: be
admitted :* And Dr. Lewin is 'to ' be 'at hand, to €x-
hort me, it feems, if there be occafion : But my-aunt
is not certain, whether he s to be among than, or
to tarry till called in: i

‘When this awful court'is fet, the poor pnfoner‘
to be brought in,” fupported by Mrs. Norton 5 who is
to be firft tutored to inftruét me in the duty of a
chlld which, it feems, I have quite forgotten.

~Not i the fuccefs at all doubted, my aunt fays :
For it is not believed T can be fo harden’d, as to
withftand fo venerable a judicature,  altho? T ‘have-
withftood feveral of them feparately. And ftill the
lefs, as fhe hints at extraordinary condefcenfions from
my papa. But ‘what condefcenfions, from -even m:
father, can induce me to make fuch a’ ﬁicrlﬁce as’ s
expefted from me?

Yet my {R/fm will never bear up, I'doubt, at ﬁn:h .

a tribunal s 'My father prefiding in it. ,

I believed indeed, that my trials'would not: b& at
an end,’ till he had admitted me once more mto lus
*awful prefencé |

“ 'What “is hoped from' me, ﬂ)e fays, isy Thzt 1

will
7
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 263

willchearfully, on Tuefday night, if ‘not before,
fign the articles; and fo turn the fucceeding day’s
folemn convention of all my friends, into a day of
feftivity. . I am: to have the licence fent me up, how-
everyand ‘once more the fettlements, that I may fee
‘bow much in‘earneft they are. ;

.. She further hinted, that my papa himfelf woul
bring up the fettlements for me to fign.

' O my dear! what a trial will This be!— How
fhall 1 be able to refufe to my father [ My father !
from: whofe prefence l have been fo long banifh’d;
he commanding and intreating, perhaps, ina breath !
How ' fhall I be able to refufe to my father] the
writing of my name ?

¢+ They are fure, the fays, fomething is working on
Mr. Lovelace’s part, and perhaps on mine : And my
papa would fooner follow me to the grave, than fee
me bis wife. ¢

1o Infaid, I was not well; That the very apprehen-
fions of thefe trials, were already infupportable to
me:;. and would increafe upon me,.as the timesap=-
fyched; and I was afraid 1 fhould be extremely

They had prepared themfelves for fuch an artifice
as/That, was my aunt’s unkind word ; and fhe could
aflure mey it:-would ftand me in no ftead.
«wudrtifice ! - repeated I1: And this from my aunt
Hervey ?

o Why my dear, faid fhe, do you think people are
_ fools ?— Can they not fee, how difmally you endea-
vour to figh yourfelf down within-doors’—How you
hang down your fweet face [thofe were the words the
iwas pleafed to ufe] upon your bofom :~— How you
totter, as it were, and hold by this chair, and by
sthat door-poft; when you know that Any-body fees
- syou: [ Thisy my dear Mifs Howe, is an afperfion. to
faften bypocrify and contempt upon me: My bro-
‘ther’s or fifter’s afperfion {—I am not capable of arfts
i ' "
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fo low]. But the moment you are down with your~

poultry, or advancing upon your garden-walk, 'and,
as you imagine, out of every-body’s fight, it is feen
how nimbly you trip along; “and what an alertnefs
governs all your motions. PR MO DB IEIRD-
=1 fhould hate myfelf, faid I, were T capable of fuch
poor artifices as thefe. 1 mutt be a fool to ufe them,
as well as a mean creature; for have I not had ex-
perience enough, that my friends are incapable of
being moved in much more affecting inflances 2__But
you'll fee how T fhall be by Tuefday.- .

*+ My dear, you will not offer ‘any violence to your
health ? — I hope, God has given you more grace,
than‘to do that. :

T hope he*has, Madam.  But there is violence
enough offer’d, and threatened, to affe@ my health ;
and that will be found, withoiit my needing to have
recourfe to any other, or to artifice either.

“T'll only teﬁ’you one thing, my dear: And that'is;
11l or well, the ceremony will ‘probably be performed
before W ednefday-night : — But This, alfo, T will
tell you, altho® beyond my prefent commiffion, that
Mr. Solmes will be under -an engagement, (if you
fhould require it of him, as a favour ) after ‘the cere-
mony is pafled, and Lovelace’s hopes thereby utterly
extinguifhed, to leave you at your father’s, and re-
turn to his own houfe every evening, until you are
brought to a full fenfe of your duty, and confent to
acknowlege your change of name. ~

There was no opening of my lips to fuch a fpeech
as ‘This. 1 was dumb. s

And thefe, ‘my dear Mifs Howe, are They, who,
fome of them, at leaft, have called mie a romantic
gifd 1 — This is my chimerical brother; and" wife
fifter; both joining their heads together, I dare fay.

And yet, my aunt told me, that the laft part was
what took in my mamma ; who had, till that was
ftarted, infifted, ‘that her child fhould not be married,

ify
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ify «thro” grief or oppofition, fhe fhould be ill, or fall
into fits. .

- This intended violence my aunt often excufed, by
the certain information they pretended to have, of
fome plots or machinations, that were ready to break
out, from Mr. Lovelace (a): The effeéls of which
were thus cunningly to be fruftrated.

‘ Friday, Nine o’Clock.

. wAND now, my dear, what fhall I conclude upon?
You fee how determin’d — But how can I expect
your advice will come time enough to ftand me in
any ftead ? .For here, I have been down, and already
have another letter from Mr. Lovelace [The man
“lives upon the fpot, I think]}: And I muft write to
him, either that I will, or will not, ftand to my firft
refolution of efcaping hence on Monday next. If I
let him know, that I will not (appearances fo ftrong
againfl him, and for Solmes, even ftronger, than
when I.made the appointment), will it not be juftly
deemed my own fault, if I am compelled to marry
their odious man ? - And if any mifchief enfue from
Mz, Lovelace’s rage and- difappointment, will it not
Jdie at my door ? —Yet, he ofters fo fair! — Yet, on
the other:hand, to incur the cenfure of the world, as
a giddy creature -—But that, as he hints, I have al-.

~ready incurred | — What can I do? Oh! that my

coufin; Morden !—But what fignifies wifhing ?

I will here give you the fubftance of Mr. Love-
lace’s letter.. The letter itfelf I will fend, when 1
have anfwered it ; but that 1 will defer doing as long
as.I can, in hopes of finding reafon to retract an ap-
.pointment on.which {fo much depends... And yet it
.issneceflary you fhould have all before you, asyI go

..‘(a)’ It may not be amifs to obferve in this place, That Mr. Love-

*lace artfully contrived to drive them on, by permitting bis agent and

“¢heirs, to report machinations, which he had no intention, nor power,
to execute, 3 ;
.« Vou. IL N along,
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along, that you may, be the better able to. advife: me
in this dreadful crifis of my fate., » b ;
< He begs my pardon, for writing with {fo much af-
¢ furance 3. attributing it to his unbounded tranfport ;
< and intirely acquiefces in my will. 1 He is full of
<alternatives and propofals.. He offers to attend .me
< directly to Lady Betty’s; or, if 1 had rather, to
¢ my own eftate ; and that my Lord M. fhall pro«
< tect me there, [He knows not, my dear, my reafons
for rejeéting this inconfiderate advice].. ¢ In either
< cafe, asfoon as he fees mefafe; . he will go up to
¢ London, or whither I pleafe; and net come near
¢<.me, but by my own permiffion ; and till1am fa-
¢ tisfy’d in every:thing I am:doubtful of; as well with
¢ regard to his reformation, as to fettlements,: &c.
¢ To conduct .me to You, my dear, is another of
¢ his alternatives, not doubting, he fays, s/but your
¢ mamma will receive me.  Or, if That'be notiagree-
¢ able to you, to your mamma, or to.me, he will
< put me into Mr. Hickman’s protection ; :‘whom, no
< doubt, Mifs Howe can influence ; and that it ma
¢ be; given out, ithat.l'am gone to Bath, er Briftol,
¢ or.Abroad ; where-ever I pleafe. i
. ¢ Again, If it be more agrecable, he propofes to
< attend ame privately to London, where he will pro-
< cure handfome lodgings for me,and both hiscoufins
* ¢ Montague to receive me 'there, -andito accompany
< e till all fhall be adjufted to my mind; and #ill
+ a reconciliationthall be effeéted ; which,  he aflures
_¢'me, nothing fhall be wanting in him to facilitate’;
< greatly as he has been infulted by all my family.
.4/ Thefe feyeral meafureshe propofes- to.my choice’;
¢ it being unlikely, ‘he fays, ‘that he can procure.in
i£-the 'time, -a letter from Lady 'Betty, under ther
¢ own hand, inviting me in form to her houfe, un-
¢ lefs he had been himfelf to go to that Lady for it ;
¢ which, at this critical conjunture, while he is at-
¢ tending my commands, is impoflible. y

TR : ‘> He
5
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Mifs Clariffa’ Harlowe. 267

€ He ‘conjures 'me, in'the folemnecft manher, "if ‘1

¢ would not throw him into utter defpair, ' to kce})'.to
¢ my appoinment. : glkaichs:

- *'However, inftead of threatening my relations, ‘or’
¢8olmes, if' I recede, he refpetfully fays, that he
©doubts not, but that, if I'do, it will be upon fuch
¢‘reafons, 'as’he ought to be fatisfy’d with'; upon'no
¢ flighter, he hopes, than their leaving me at full libeity
¢ito purfue my own inclinations : In which (wHatever.
¢ they fhall be), he will intirely acquiefce ; -only éndea-
€ vouring to ‘make his future goed behaviour, the fole
¢ ground for his expeftation of my favour. R

“In fhort, he foleminly vows, that his whelz view at,
€ prefent; is; To free me from my imprifonment § and
¢ to reftore me to miy own free-will, in a point {6 ab-
¢ folutely neceffary to my future happinefs. He de-
¢ clares, that neither the hopes he has in my future
<favour, nor the honour of himfelf and ‘family, will
¢ permit him to propofe any thing that fhall be in-
¢ confiftent with my" own moft fcrupulous notions
¢ And, for my mind’s fake, fhould choofe to have this
¢‘end obtained by my friends declining to corhpel me.
¢ But that, neverthelefs, as to the world’s opinion,
¢ it is'impoflible to imagine, ‘that the behaviour of
€ my relations to me, has not already brought upon
€ my family thofe free cenfures which they deferve,
€ and ‘caufed the ftep which I am fo fcrupulous about
< taking, to be nootherithan the natural and expeéted

~%iconfequence of their treatment of ‘me.”

“Indeed, T am afraid all this is true + Ahd‘itis owing
to fome little degtee of politenefs, that Mr. Lovélace
does' not fay all he might fay on this’ fubjeé:' For I

~have no'doubt, that I am the talk, and pe japs the

by-word of half the county. ' If fo, I am afraid, T'can
now do nothing that will give me more difgrace thaj
I' have already fo caufelefly received by their indifcreet

“~petfecutions: And let me be whofe T will, and do

what I will, I fhall never wipe off the ftain my con-
k- N 2 finement,
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268 The HistorY of 1

finement, and the rigorous ufage I have received, have
fixed upon me; at lealt in my own opinion. ' - '
I with, if ever I am to be confidered; as one of the
eminent family this man is ally’d toy fome of them do
not think the worfe of me, for the difgraceI have re--
ceived |— In that cafe, perhaps, I fhall be obliged:-to
him, if 5¢ do not.,  You {ee. how much_ this harfh;
this cruel, treatment from. my own family has hum-
bled me |— But, perhaps, I was too nruch exalted
before. i -
. Mr. Lovelace concludes, ¢ with repeatedly begging
< an interview with me3 and That, #his night, if pof=
¢ fible : - An honour, he fays, he,is the more encour-
¢ aged to folicit for; as I had twice before made him
< hope for it. ~ But whether, he obtain it, or not, he
¢ befeeches me to choofe one of the alternatives he of-
¢ fers to my acceptance; and not to depart from my
< refolution of efcaping on Monday, unlefs the reafon:
¢ ceafes on which I had taken it up; and that I have
< a profpe@, of being reftored to my friends favour ;
¢ at leaft tomy own liberty and freedom of choice.”
He renews all his:vows and promifes on this head,
in fo earneft and fo folemn a manner,, that (his,own
intereft, and his family’s honour, and their favour for
me, co-operating) I can have no room to doubt of

his fincerity, -

oot Ty BT T/ BOR XXX o8
_Mifs CLarissa HARLOWE, To Mifs Howe.

g PR Sat. Morn, 8 o’ Clock, dpril 8.
Wﬂé,gyer you will blame me, or not, Icannot tell,

VY But I have depofited a letter confirming my
former refolution to leave this houfe on Monday next,
within the hours, if poffible, prefixed in my former.
%hav; not kept a copy of it. But this is the fub-
ftance:

I tell
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Mifs Clariffa Haclowe. 269

I tell him, ¢ That I have no 'way to avoid the de-
¢ termin’d refolution of my friends in behalf'ef Mr.
¢ Solmes ; but by abandoning this houfe by his affift-
sanceVr 1o - RS (PR
=T have not pretended to make a merit with ‘him on
this fcore ; “for ‘T plainly tell him, ¢ That could'I,
<without 'an unpardonable fin, die when'I wonld, 1

_“would fooner 'make death' my choice, than take a
©ftep, ‘which all the world, if not my own heart,
¢ will condemn me for taking.’ g

I tell him, ¢ That I thall not “try to bring' 4ny
% other cloaths with 'me, than thofe T {hall have on;
“'and 'thofe but ‘my ¢ommon wearing-apparel ; left I
¢/ {fhould be fufpected. That I muft expect to' be de-
¢ 'ny’d the pofleflion of ‘my eftate : But that I'am de-
¢‘termin’d never to confent to a litigation with my fa-
¢ ther, were I to be reduced to ever fo low a ftate :
¢ 8o that the protection I am to be obliged for, to any
% one; ‘muft’ be alone for the diftrefs-fake:"And yet,
& that'T have too much pride to’ think  of marrying,
¢ until T have'a fortune that fhall make ‘me appear
% upon a foot of equality with, and void of obligation
%to, any-body : That, therefore,” he will have no-
+¢ thing to hope for from thisftep, that he'had not'be-
< fore: And that; in every light, I referve 'to myf{elf to
¢ accept or refufe his addrefs, as his behaviotr and'¢ir",
¢ cumfpeétion fhall appear to me to deferve.”

I tell him, <That I'think it beft to go into 2 pri
¢ vate lodging, in the neighbourhood of his aunt Law-
¢ rance; and not to her houfe; that it ‘may ‘not ap-
¢ pear to the world, that I have refuged myfelf in his
¢ ‘Family; and that a reconciliation with my friends,
+¢ may ' not, ‘on that account, be made impraéticable :
«That T will fend for thither my faithful Hannah ;
¢:and apprize only Mifs Howe where T am : Thidt he

~ ¢ fhall inftantly leave me, and go'to London, or to
< one¢ of his uncle’s feats ; and (as he had promifed)
- N 3 ¢ not
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¢ not come near me, but by my leave ; contenting
< himfelf with a correfpondence by letter only: -

¢ That if I find myfelf in danger of being difco-
¢ yered, and carried back by:wiolence, I will: then
¢ throw.myfelf diretly into the: protection of ‘either
« of his aunts; who will receive me ;- But This only
¢ i cafe of abfolute neceffity 5 for that it will be more
¢ fosmy reputation,. for.me, by the beft means I.can,
¢ (taking advantage of my privacy ) to enter by a fe-
.cond or thiid hand into a treaty of reconciliation
¢ with my friends. ; anth.*

¢ That I muft, however, plainly tell: himy That
¢ if, in this treaty, my friends infift upon my refolve+
< ing againft marrying himg; 1 will engage to comply’
< with themy; provided they will allow me to promife
< him, that I will never be any other man’s, while
¢ he remains fingle, oris living: That this is.a com-
¢ pliment:dam willing to pay to him, in return for
¢ the trouble and pains he has takeny and the ufage
< he has met with; on my account : Altho’ I intimate,
¢ that he may, in'a great meafure, thank himfelfy and
< the little regard he has paid to his reputation, for the
< flights he has met with.’

I tell him, ¢ That I may, in this privacy, write to
¢ my coufin Morden, and, if poffible, intereft-him
¢ inimy caufe. '

¢ I take fome, brief notice of his alternatives.’

You muft think, my dear, that this unhappy force

upon me, and this projefted flight, makes it necef-
fary for me to account to him much fooner than it
~agrees with my ftomach to doy for every part of my
conduct, _ o
“.p6It is not to be expected, I tell him, that your
-¢‘mamma will embroil herfelf, or fuffer you, or Mr.
.$, Hickman to be embroiled, on my account: And as
:¢ to his propofal of my going to London, I.am fuch
¢ an ‘abfolute ftranger to every-body there, and have
3¢i 2 / E . ﬁlCh
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Mifs: €larifia Harlowe. 271
*fuch a bad opinion of the place, that I cannot by
¢ any means:think of geing thither ; except I thould
% be induced, fome time hence, by the Ladies of his
& family to attend them. - . % ;
¢ As to the meeting he is defirous of, I think it by
£ no means proper; efpecially as it is fo likely that T
# may foon fee him. But that if any thing occurs.to
¢ induce me to change my mind, as to withdrawing,
¢ I.may then, very probably, take the firft opportu-
ity to fee him, and give him my reafons for that
¢ change.’ et g
. This, my dear, I the lefs fcrupled to write, that
¥ might qualify him for fuch a difappointment, fhould
Jd' give it; he having, befides, behaved fo very unex-
ceptionably, when he furprized me fome time ago in
‘the lonely woodhoufe.
= Finally, ¢ I commend myfelf, as a perfon in di-
¢ ftrefs, and merely as fuch, to. bis honour, and to
¢ his qunt’s protection. I repeat [moft cordially, Fam
< fure!] my deep concern for being forced to take a
“ftep lo difagreeable, and fo derogatory to my
“honour. And having told him, that I will endea-
¢ your to obtain leave to dine in. the Ivy fummer-

+* houfe (#), and to fend Betty of fome errand, when:

¢ there, Ileave the reft to him; but imagine, that
¢.about four o’ clock will be a proper time for him to
€ contrive fome fignal to let me know he is at hand,
¢ and for me to unbolt the garden-door.’

-l added, by way of pofticript, ¢ That their fufpi-

v (&) The Jvy furmmer-houfe, or Iuy bower, as it was fometimes cal-
Yed in the family, was a place, that from a girl, this young Lady de~
Iighted in.  She ufed, in the fummer-months, frequently to fit and work,
‘and read, and write, and draw, and (when permitted) to breakfaft,

_and dine, and fometimes to fup, in it ; efpecially when Mifs Howe,

s _wlg;‘had an equal liking to it, was her vifitor and gueft. § o
= She defcribes it, in another letter, as ¢ angulatly pointing to a pretty
¥ variegated landichape of wood, water, and hilly country; which had
¢ Eleafcd her {o much, that fhe had drawn it; the piece hanging up, in
£ her parlour, among fome of her other drawings,’

N 4 ¢ cions

Go gle



272 The History of

¢ cions feeming to increafe, ﬁl;a advife-him to contrive
“to fend or come to the ufual place; as frequent
<-as poffible, in the interval of time, till Monday momy-
¢ ing ten or eleven o’ clock ;i as fomething may pof-
4 fibly happen'to make me alter my mind2

- 1O/my dear Mifs Howe l—what a fad, -fad thing is
the neceflity, forced upon me, for all this preparation
and contrivance !+==But it is now'too late ' —But how!
~Ta0 latey did 1 fay >—W hat a word is #hat /~~what
a dreadful thing, were I to repent, to find it to be
too late, to remedy the apprehended evil ! iy

 Saturday, Ten o Clock.:

- Mr.. Solmes -is here. - He is to dine with his new
relations, as Betty tells me he already calls them:

He would have thrown himfelf in my way, once
more : But I hurry’d up to my prifon, I my return
from my garden-walk, to avoid him. 1

I had,’ when in the garden, the curiofity to feey if
my letter were gone: I cannet fay,. with an intention
to take it back again, if it had not ; becaufe I fee not
how I could do otherwife-than I have done.. Yet
what a caprice was this '— For when I found it gone,
I, began :(as yefterday-morning) - to wifh it had not':
For no other reafon, Ibelieve, than becaufe it wasout
of my power.

A firange diligence in this man |-~ He /ays; he al-
moft lives upon the place; and I think fotoo. =~ =

He mentions, as you will fee in his letter, four
feveral difguifes, which he puton in'one day.” Itisa
wonder, neverthelefs, that he has not been feen by
fome of our tenants : For it is impoflible that any dif-
guife can hide the gracefulnefs of his figure. ‘But this
1s to be faid, that the adjoining grounds: being all in
our-own hands, and no common foot-paths near that
part of the garden, and thro’ the park and coppice,
nothing can be more bye and unfrequented. 3!

Then they are lefs ‘watchful, I believe; over ‘my

gardens
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Mifs: Clariffa Harlowe, 273
-garden-walks; ‘and my poultry-vifits; :depending, 4s
my aunt‘hinted;upon‘the bad charater they have
taken fo-much pains: to> faften uponcMr. Lovelace.
"Fhisy: they  thinko/(and juftly think); -muft filli nre
with doubtsi «:Andnthens the regard I have hitherto
‘had- for \my reputation, -is another of their fecurities.
Were it notifor: thefe: two, they would not furely
have! ufed -me-as they have done; andat'the fame
time left :me the -opportunities, ‘which I have: feveral
times had, to-get away, had!I been difpofed tordo: fo
(a): And 'indeed;. their:dependencies ronboth thefe
motives would have been well founded, had they kept
but tolerable' meafures ‘with me. 57, bask it
wi“Then, perhaps, they have no notion of the back-
doors; as it is feldom open’d, and leads. to a splace fo
pathlefs and lonefome (4). If not, there can bemo other
way te gooff (if one would), without difcovery, unlefs
by the plafhy lane, fo full of {prings, by:which your
fervant reaches the folitary wood-houfe'y: to which
lane one muft defcend from a high bank, : that bounds.
the poultry-yard. For, as to the front-way, you

. know, one mutt pafs thro’ the houfe to Fhat, and in

fight of the parlours, and the fervants hall ; then have
the large open court-yard to go through,. and,
by means of the iron-gate, be-full in view, as one paf~

(@) They might, no doubt, make a dependence uon; thereafons flie
gives: But their chief reliance was upon the yigilance of their Jofeph
Leman ; little imagining, what an implement he 'was™ of ‘Mr. Love-
3 saae . . y i

4 t v dakdl : I

(5) This, in another of her letters, is thus defcribed :-- ¢/ A piece of

¢ ruins upon it, the. remains.of an old chapel, now ftanding in the
¢ midft b?l’hé coppice ; here and there an overgrown oak, furréunded
¢ with ivy and mifletge, flarting up, to fancify, as it: were, the awfuk
. @km“'d’ of the place: A fpot, too, where.a man haying been found.
¢ hanging fomé years ago, it was ufed to be thovght of by us whent
# children, and by the maid-fervants; with.a degree of térror; as the
¢ habitation of owls, ravens,: and other ominoeus birds ; and as haunted:
& by ghofts, goblins, fpe@tres: The geauine refult of country donelinefs,
« and ignorance: Notions which, early propagated, areapt to lédve im-*
« preflions even upon minds grown ftrong enoughy 4t the fame'time; to-
¢ defpife the like eredulous follies in othersa® (. wv y - n, suan o
: : N 5 fes
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274 o~ The History df
~ des over the lawn, for a quarter of a mile together ;
:the young plantations of elms and limes affording: yet
but little thade or covert. ‘ U

.. The Ivy fummer-houfe is the moft convenient for
his affecting purpofe of any fpot in the garden; as it
is.mot far. from the.back-door, and yet fin :another
alley, as you may remember. . ‘Then it lis feldom re-
forted : toi by any-body elfe, except in the fummier-
‘months; becaufe it is. cool... 'When they loved me,
theywould' often, for this reafon, object to my:long
continuance in it :— But now, it is no matter what
becomes of me. | Befides, coldiis a bracers as my bro-
ther faid yefterday. -3

‘ Here 1 will depofite what I have written. - Let me
have your prayers, mydear; and your approbation, or
your cenfure, of the {teps I have taken: For yet it may
10t be quite too late to revoke the appointment, Iam

Your moft affestionate and faithful

: ¢ Ci. HarrowE,
, Why will you fend your fervant émpty-handed ?

A

: Lo Bkl B R ke
o Mifs Howe, o Mifs CLarIssA HARLOWE.
Sat. Afternoon.
R Y your laft date of Ten, in your letter of this
4 day, you could not long have depofited it, before
Robin took it. He rode bard, and brought it to me
Juft a5 T bad rifen from table, : '
_ You may juftly blame me for fending my meflen-
ger empty-handed, your fituation confider’d ;' and
¥et that ‘v;rlg fituation Efo critical '] is partly the rea-
on for.it: Forindeed I knew not what to writey fit -
to-fend you. s
. Lhad been inquiring privately, how to procure you
. @ conveyance from Harlowa-\lglace, and yet not ap-
. Pear in it 3 knowing, “that to oblige in the fuct, and
- y o
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Mifs- Clariffa Harlowe. 2%
-to difoblige in the’ manner, is ‘but obliging by halves :
My mamma’ being, moreover, very fufpicious, and
very unealy ; made more fo by daily vifits from your
uncle Antony, who tells herg that now every-thing is
‘upon the point.of being determined, and hopes, that
sher: daughter will not fo interfere, as’to difcourage
syour compliance with their wills.” ThisTcame at bya
“way that I .cannot take notice of; or both thould hear
sof ity in a manner neither-would like s And, without
* that, my mamma and I have had almoft hourly bic-
skerings.
I found *more difficulty than I expeCted, as the
time was confined, and fecrefy required, in procuring
“you a vehicle 5 and as you fo earneftly forbid me to.
caccompany you in your enterprize. Had you notob-
‘liged me to keep meafures with my mamma, I could:
have managed it with eafe.. 1 could even have taken:
our own chariot, on one pretence or other, and put
' stwo horfes  extraordinary to it, if I had thought fit 5
| and I could have fent it back from London, and no-
, body the wifer as to the lodgings we might have:
‘taken.
I wifh to the Lord, you had permitted This ! In--
~deed I think you are two punétilious a great deal for-
your fituation.. Would you expe& to enjoy yourfelf
with your ufual placidnefs, and not be rufiled, in an:
“Hhurricane which every moment threatens to blow your-
‘houfe down? :
2wt Had your-diftrefs fprung from-yourfelf, that would
have been another thing.” But when all the world:
, ‘knows where to lay the fault, this alters the cafe.
| i How «can you'fay 1 am happy, when my mamma,-
| ~+to her power, is ‘as-much an abettor of their wicked-
| “imefs to my deareft friend, ‘as your aunt, ot any-bod
‘elfe’— And this thro’ the inftigation of ‘that odd--
i theaded and foolith uncle of yours, who [forry creature:
“that'he'is] ‘keeps her up to refolutions, which are un--
vaworthy of her,- for an cxa;;pléc tome, and pleafe yoni.-
52§ 2  dite S
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Is not this caufe encugh for. me to ground a refent=
ment upon, fufficient to juftify.me for accompanymg
you ; /the friendfhip: between us fo well known ?

Indeed, myy dear, the importance of ‘the cafe con=
fider’d, I muit repeat, I'hat yow are too nice.: Deon’t
they already think, - that your flanding-out is owinga
good  deal  to my advxceP Have they: not !/ prohibited
our - correfpondence . upon that very: furmize?: And
have I, but:on your: account, rea:fon to: va}ue wbut
they think ? :
< Befides, what difcredit have I to fear by fuch a
ftep? What detriment ? Would Hickmany do 3
believe, refufe me_upon: it?~If he didy/fhould: :be
forry. for. that 2=— Whouis. ity that - has: aSnul . who
would: not be affected by fuch an mﬂance of - female
friendfhip? ‘ ; P

But I'thould vex and dlforder my mamma* WelI,
that is. fomething |- But not more than fhe: vexes and
diforders me; jon her being made: an implement by’
fuch La {drry . creature, who: amblcs hither every
in fpite to my deareft friend.—W oe be to both; if it
be for a double end !—Chide me, u’ you Wﬂl Idon’t‘
care.:

s dfay,and I infift upon 1t, fuch 2 Peep would emznbk
your triend . And if {till you will permit: it, T wilk
tzeke: the 'office out of Lovelace’s hands;i and; to=:
morrow evening, or on Monday, before: his-time: of’
appointment takes place, will  come in‘a charioty or:
chaife ;. And then, my dear, i we get off as 1 with,
will'we make terms, and what terms we pleafe, with
them All.. My mamma will be glad to réceive her
daughter again, Iwarrant ye; And Hickman wxlltry
for joy onmy return; or he fhall for forrow. ¢

< But you are'{fo very earneftly angry with me for
propoﬁng fuch.a ftep, and have always fo - much to’
fay for your fide of any queftiony that-I'am- afraid:to’
u.rge it farther.—Qnly be fo good as te encourage:me
to: nux..mc l(‘, if, upon farther confideration, ‘and ‘'upon

weighing
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Mifs Clariffa ‘Harlowe. 27y
weighing matters well [and in' #his light, W hether beft
to go oft with ey or with' Lovelace], you can get over
your punéilious regard  for my reputation. A’ wo-
man going off’ with a 'woman is not fo difcreditable a
thing, furely I and with no view, but' to avoid " the
fellows = I fay, only be fo good as''to confider this
point's andif  you can get over yout fcruples, ow sy
account, “do. ' And fo I will have done with this ai-
gument for the prefent ; and apply myfelf 'to fome of
the paflages in yours. A0 1

& Avtime, I'hope, will come; that I'fhall be able to

read your affeCting narratives, ‘without that impa-

-tience  and ' bitternefs, which' now boils' over in ‘my

heart,. and would ' flow 'to- my pen, were I to enter
into the particulars of what you write. And, indeed,
I am afraid of giving you my advice at all, or of tell-
ing you what 1 fhould do in your cafe [fuppofing you
will flill refufe my offer]; finding too, what you have
been brought, or rather driven, to, without -it'; left
any evil thould follow it :©In'which cafe, I:fhould ne-
ver forgive myfelf. - And this confideration has added
to 'my difficulties in writing to you, now: you are
upon fuch a crifis, and yet refufe the only method—:
But I faid, I would not for the prefent 'touch 'any
miore that ftring.; Yet, one word more, chide mey
if you'pleafe : If any harm betide you, I thall for ever:
blame: my mamma— Indeed I fhall—:And perhaps:
yourfelf, if yon:do not accept of my offer. 144}
: .«But one thing, in your. prefent fituation, and pro-
Apedts, let meadvife : Itis this, That if you'do goaway
-with Mr. Lovelace, you take the firft opportunity to
permit-the ceremony to pafs. -~ Why ‘fhould you not,
when every-body will know by whefe-affiftance, and:
in avhofe campany, you leave your father’s houfey go
whitherfoever you will ?— You ‘may, ‘indeed; ikeep
him atdiftante, until fettlements are idrawny and
fuch-like matters are adjufted to your mind: = But
even Thefe are matters of lefs confideration in.your
' particular

é:’:”')“_‘i" 2
T
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278 ~The HisToRrY of.
- particular cafe, than they would: be in that -of moft
others: Becaufe, be his other faults what they will, no-
‘bodythinkshim anungenerousman : Becaufethe poffe(-
fion of your eftate muit be given up to you, as foon
ias your:coufin Morden comes 3 -who, as your Truftee,
will fee it dene; and done upon proper terms +: Be-
caufe there is no want of fortune on hisfide: Becaufe
all his family value you, and are extremely ‘defirous
that you fhould be their relation: Becaufe he makes
no fcruple of accepting you witheut conditions. - You
fee how he has always defy’d your relations [I; for
.my OwnR part; can forgive him for. that fault:  Nor
know I, if it be not a noble one]. = And I-dare fay,
he had rather call you bis, without a fhilling, than be
under obligation to thofe whom he has full as little
.reafon to love, as they have to love him. « You have
heard, ‘that his own relations cannot make his proud
{pirit fubmit to owe any favour to them.

For all thefe reafons, I think, you may the lcfs
ftand upon previous fettlements. It is :therefore my
abfolute opinion, that, if you ds» go away with him
[And in that cafe you muit let sim be judge, when
he can leave you with fafety, you’ll obferve That],
you fhould not poftpone the ceremony.

Give this matter your moft ferious confideration.
Punétilio is out of doors the moment you are out of

your father’s houfe. Iknow how juftly fevere you

have been' upon thofe inexcufable creatures; whofe

giddinefs, ‘and even want of decency, . have!imade:

them, in the fame hour, as I may fay, leap from a

parent’s window to a hufband’s bed—But, confider-

ing Lovelace’s charatter, I repeat my opinion, ‘that
-your Reputation in the eye of the world requires; that
no delay be made in this point, when once you m n
‘his power.

I need not;.I am fure, make a ﬂronger plea to.

yai,

You fay, in excufe for Iy mamma (what-myfzb
_ vent

Go gle

. as B e ey B e EEcr byt B R S P2 ==



o VP JOTS G R

Nt

= NN - TNt . N -

" o=

-

=

e A W B

upon the excufer’s mind than fhe cared to own:

Mifs-Clariffa 'Harlowe. ‘279

‘went love for 'my friend very ill brooks), That we

ouglit not to'blame any-one for not deing what the
has .an option ‘to doy or to let alone. = Thisy in cafes

«of  friendthip,” would admit of very ftri&k difcuffion.

If the' thing requefted be of greater confequence, or

“even of equal, to the perfon fought to, and it were, as

sthe old phrafe has it, to take a thorn out of oné’s friend’s
Jfooty to put it into our own, fomething might be faid.—
Nay, it would be, I will venture to fay, a[elfifh thing,

vin‘us to afk a favour of a friend, which would fub-

je&t That friend to the fame or equal inconvenience,
-as'That from which we wanted to be relieved. The
requefter would, in this cafe, teach his friend, by
+his wwn felfith example, - with much better reafon; to
deny him, and defpife a friendfhip fo merely nominal.
But if, by a lfs inconvenience to ourfelves; we could
relieve our friend from a greater, the refufal of fuch
a favour makes the refufer unworthy of the name of
Friend : Nor would I admit fuch a one; not even
into the outermoft fold of my heart.

<. T am well aware, that this is your opinien of friend-
fhip, as well as: mine: For I owe the diftinétion to
you, upon ‘a ccrtain occafion; and it faved. me from
a very great inconvenience, as you muft needs re-
member. . But you was always. tor making excufes

i for ather people, in cafes wherein you would not have
- allowed of ‘one for yourfelf.

I muft own, that were thefe excuifes fora friend’s
indifference, or denial; made by any-body but you, in

. a:cafe of fuch wa/? importance to herfelf, and of fo

pomparative a fmall one to thofe whofe prote&tion the

~would be thought to with for; I, who am for ever,
as you have often remarked, -endeavouring to trace
seffeéts to their caufes, thould be ready to fufpe, that

there was a latent; un-owned inclination, ‘whichba-

Jlancing, or preponderating rather, made the iflue of

the alternative (however important) fit more lightly

You
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280 The HisTtoRY of " :
“You' will underftand mey my dears 'Bat if you
do not, it may be as well for me; for Tam afraid I
fhall have it from you, for but ftanting fuch a notion,
or giving a“hint, whichy perhapsy‘dstyoudid ‘once in
another cafe, you will reprimandingly scally ¢ *Not
-¢ being able to forego the oftentation of fagacity, tho’
¢ at the expence’of that tendernefs which is due to
¢ friendfhip and: charity.’ ‘ ot
What fignifies owning a fault, without mending it,
you’ll fay ?— Very true, my dear.” But you know I
ever was a faucy creature |— Ever ftood in need of
great allowances,—And 1 know, likewife, that I ever
had them from my dear Clariffa Harlowe.: Nor'do I
doubt them now : For you know how much I love
ou |-~If it be poffible, more than myfelf 1 love you!
lieve “me, my dear | And, inconfequence of that
belief,  you:will be:able to judge, how much I'am
affe@ted by your prefent diftrefsful and critical fitua-
tion 3 ‘which will not fuffer me to pafs by, without a
cenfure, even that philofophy of temper in your own
caufe, which you have not in another’s, and which
all that know you, ever admired you for. O
From this critical ‘and diftrefsful fituation, it thall
be ‘my. hourly prayers, that you may be delivered
without blemifh to‘that fair fame, which has hitherto,
like your heart, been unfpotted.
With This prayer, twenty times repeated, con-
cludes i # A0 SnaR
Your ever-affectionate
4 » : Axna Howk.
I 'hurry’d- myfelf in writing: This 5 and 1 hurry
Robin away with it, that in a:Situation fo ve
criticaly you: may have all the. time poffible to
- confider ‘what I have written; upon two points

- fo very important. - I will repeat them in-a very

few words s/ -

¢ Whether you choofe not rather tc; go oﬁ',.wii:b-
- “one of your own Sex 3 withyour AxNaHow =

¢ than
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., < than with one of the other 3 with Mr, Love-
(S LACE? .
- And if not,
s Whethcr you fhould not marry him as foon as
poﬁible e .

i T B Re XL
AMifs CLarissa HarLowE, To Mifs Howk.
[The preceding letter not received.]
. Saturday Afternoon.
ALneady have T an ecftatic anfwer, as I may call
ity to my letter.

- ¢ He promifes compliance in every article with my
¢ will: -Approves of all I propofe; particularly of the
¢ private lodging : And thinks it a happy expedient to
¢ obviate the cenfures of the bufy and the unreflect-
¢ing: ‘And yet he hopes, that the putting myfelf
¢ into the protection of either of his aunts; treated as
¢ I am treated, would 'be far from being looked upon
¢ by any, in a difreputable light.. But every thing I
< injoin, or refolve upon, muft, he fays, be right,
¢ not only with refpet to my prefent, but future, ho-
¢ nour 3 with regard to which, he hopes {o to behave
¢ himfelf, as to be allow’d to be next to myfelf; more
< folicitous than any-body. . He will'enly aflure me,
€ that his:whole family are extremely defirous to take

¢ advantage of the perfecutions I labour under; to

< make their court, and-endear themfelves, to me ;
“ by their beft:and moft chearful fervices: Happy, s
¢ they can, in any meafure, ‘contribute to my prefent
¢ freedom; and future happinefs.

¢ He will this afternoon; he fays; write to hxs uncle,
<:and to both his aunts, that he is now within view
¢-of being the happieft man in the world, if it be not
¢ his own fault; fince the only woman upon earth
¢ that can make him fo, will be foon out of danger of
¢ bemg another man’s ; and cannot poflibly p:cf‘cnbe
) any
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¢ any terms tohim, that he fhall not think' ithis duty
¢ to comply with. 198, C

¢ He flatters himfelf now (my laft letter confirming
< my refolution), that he can be in no apprehenfion of
“my changing my mind, unlefs 'my’friends:change
¢ their manner of acting by me ; which he is too-fure
¢ they will nof. | And'néw will all his relations, wheo
¢ take fuch a kind and generous fhare in his interefts,

% glory and pride themfelves in the profpeéts he has .

¢ before him. i

Thus artfully does he hold me to it!— -

¢ As to fortune, he begs of me not ta be folicitdus
¢ on that fcore : That his own eftate is fufficient for us
¢ both; not anominal, but a real; two thoufand pounds
¢ per annumy equivalént to fome cftates reputed a third
¢ moré : That it never was incaumbred : That he is clear
¢ of the world, both asto book and bond- debts; thanks,
¢ perhaps, to his pride, more than to his virtue. . That
¢ his uncle moreover refelves to fettle upon him a thou-
¢ fand pounds per annum-on his nuptials. And this, (if
¢ he writes to his Lordfhip’s horour) more¢ from mo=
¢ tives of juffices than fromthofe of generofityy as he
< ought to confider it but as an equivalent for an eftate
¢ which he had got poffeflion of, to which bis [Mr.
¢ Lovelace’s ] mother had better pretenfions. - ‘That
¢ his Lordfhip alfo propofed to give him up either his
¢ feat in Hertfordfhire, or that in Lancafhire, at his
sown or at his wife’s option, efpecially if I am the
¢ perfon. All which it will be in-my power to fee done,
¢ and proper fettlements drawn, before 1 enter into
< any farther engagements with him; if I will have
¢t fo.’ » , bl

He fays; ¢ That I need not be under any folicitude
€ as to-apparel o All immediate occafions of That fort
< will be moft chearfully fupplied by his aunts, or his
¢ coufins Montague: ‘As my others fhall, with the
¢ greateft pride and pleafure (if I will allow him that
 honour), by himfelf, sixebigei
- ¢ That
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+ & That I fhall govern him as I pleafe, with regard
¢ to any-thing in his power towards effeéting a recon-
¢ cillation -with my friends: A point he knows my
4 heart is fet upon. - ,

16 He-is/ afraidy  that the time ‘will: hardly: allow of
% his-procuring Mifs Charlotte Montague’s attendance
S aupon e, -at St. Albansy as he had propofed fhe
¢ thould ; becaufe, he underftands, fhe keeps her cham-
¢ ber, with a violent cold, and fore throat. But both
¢ the and her fifter, the firft moment fhe is able té go
¢ abroad, fball vifit me at my private lodgings ; and
£ introduce me to their auntsy or their aunts to me, as
I fhall. choofe ; and accompany me to town, if I
& pleafe; and flay as long in it with me; as I fhall
# think fit to ftay there.

¢ Lord M. will alfo, at my own time, and in my
* own manner, thatis to fay, either publicly or pri-
¢ vately, make me a vifit. And, for his own part, when
¢ he has feen me in fafety, either in their protection,
 or in the privacy I prefer, he will leave me, and not
¢ attempt to vifit me, but by my own permiffion.

¢ He had thoughts once, he fays, on hearing of his
¢ coufin Charlotte’s indifpofition, to have engaged- his
¢ coufin Patty’s attendance upon me, either at or
€ about the neighbouring village, or at St. Albans :
¢ But, he fays, the is a low-{pirited, timorous girl, who

_ % would but the more perplex us.”

8o, my dear, the enterprize requires courage and
high {pirits, you fee |—And indeed it does |— What
am I about to do!— :
- He himfelf, it is plain, thinks it neceflary, thatI
thould be accompanied with one of my own Sex!—
-He might, at leaft, have propofed the woman of one
-of the Ladies of his family.— Lord blefs me !==What

_am I about to do l—

AFTER all, far as I have gone, T know nof but I
may ftill recede: And if I do, a mortal quarrel, I
gard 1 ; fuppofe,
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fuppofe, will enfue.— And what if it does?— Could
there  be. any way to efcape this: Solmes,  a ‘breach:
with Lovelace might make way for the Single Life [ fo
much my preferable wifh !} to take place: And then
I would defy the Sex. For I fee nothing but!trouble
and vexation that they bring upon ours: And when
once enter’d, one is obliged to go on with them,
treading, with tender feet, upon thorns, and fharper
thorns, to the end of a painful journey.

What to do, 1 know not. The more I think, the
more I am embarrafs’d l=And the ftronger will be my
doubts,  as the appointed time draws nearer:=< 1 1o 1

But I will go' down, and take alittle turn in:the
garden ; and depofite This, and his letters, all but the
two laft ; which I will inclofe in my next, if I have
opportunity to write another. : saabidiioo

Mean. time, my dear friend But what can'l
defire you to pray for }== Adieu then !—Let me only
fay, = Adieu | — , soriscom Ha

L-EBiT: T E-Ro o XL faosiin
AMif; CLarissa HARLOWE, T2 Mifs Howes
* [ In anfwer to Letter XL.] "~ 4
: ol AR Sunday Maorning, Apﬁ[.g,-‘
D O not: think, my beloved friend, altho’ you
“have given me, in yours of yefterday, a feverer
inftance -of . what, neverthelefs,’ I muft call-your 7m~
partial Love, than ever yet I received fronr you, that
I will be difpleafed  with you -for it.:That would
-be to. put myfelf into the inconvenient fituation’ of
Royalty:, That is to fay, Qut of the way of ever be=
ing told: of my faults ;- of ever mending them ;and
In the way of making the fincereft and warmeft friend-
thip ufelefs to me. ot aabiiyag
And then how brightly, how nobly, burns: this
facred flame -in your_ bofom! that you are ready to
: (48
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impufe to the unhappy fufferer a Zefs degree of warmth
in-herdown caufe,. than you have for her, becaufe the
endeavours to diveft herfelf of Self, fo far as toleave
others to: the option which they have a right to make ?
Qugbt:I;, my deary: to blame, ought ‘I 'riot rather to
admive; you for. this ardor ? :

.- But, neverthelefs, left you fhould think, that there
is any foundation for a furmize, which, altho™it owe
its rife to your friendfhip, would, if there were; leave
me utterly inexcufable ; I muft, in juftice to myfelf,
declare, ‘That I know not my own heart, if I have
any of that latent or un-cwned inclination, which you
would impute to any other but me.  Nor does the im-
portant alternative fit lightly on my mind. And yet 1
muft excufe your mamma, were it but on this fingle
confideration, That I could not prefume to reckon
upon hber favour, as I could upon her daughter’s, fo as
to make the claim of friendfhip upon ber, to whom, as
the mother of my deareft friend, a veneration is owing,
which can hardly be compatible with that fweet fami-
liarity, which is one of the indifpenfibles of the facred
tie‘gy which your heart and mine are bound in one.

hat therefore I might expe& from my Anna

Howe, 1 ought not from her mamma; for would it
not be very ftrange, that a perfon of her experience

_fhould be refleted upon, becaufe the gave not up her

own judgment, where the confequence of her doing
fo would be, to embroil herfelf, as the apprehends,
with a family fhe has lived well with, and in behalf of
a child againft her parents >—As fhe has, moreover, a4
daughter of her own:— A daughter too, give me leave
to fay, of whofe vivacity and charming fpirits’ fhe is
more apprehenfive than {he need to be 5 'becaufe her
truly. maternal cares make her fear more from her
youthy than fhe hopes from her prudence 3 which ne-
verthelefs fhe, and all the world, know to be beyond
her years.

.+ And. here let me add, That whatever "you may,
L generoufly,
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censioully, ‘uhd as the refult ef i gedent 2iuGion’

for your unhappy friend, ‘urge ‘on this head, in ‘my
behalf, or harfhly againft any one who ‘may refufe
me proteétion in fuch extraordinary ¢ircumitances as

1 find myfelf in’; T have fome pleafure, ifn being able

to curb undu€ expeations upon my indulgent friends,
whatever were to befal myfelf from thofe circum-
ftances ; for I fhould be extremely mortified, were I,
by my felfith forwardnefs, to give occafion for fuch
a check, as to be told, that I had encouraged an un-
reafonable hope ; or, according to the phrafe you men-
tion, wifhed to take a Thorn out of my own foot, and
to put it into that of my friend. Norfhould I'be better
pleafed with myfelf, if,” haviog been ‘taught by my
good Mrs. Norton, that the beft of ‘fchools, is That
of affiction, 1 fhould rather learn impatience than the
contrary, by the leflons T am obliged-to' get by“heart
in it ; and if 1 fhould judge of the merits of othersy as
they were #ind to me 5 and that at the expence of their
own convenience or peace of mind. 'For is not Fhis
to fuppofe myfelf ever in the right ; and all ‘'who 'do
not act as I would have them a&, perpetually in the
wrong ? - In-dhert, o make my fake, God’s'fake, in
the fenfe of Mr..Solmes’s pitiful plea to me. s
How often, my dear, have You and I endeavour’d
to deteét and cenfure this partial {piritin others®
But Iknow, yeu do not always content yourfelf
with faying what you think may ju/?ly be'faid :* But,
in order to'fhew the extent of a penetration, *which
“can go to-the bottom of any fubje&, delight'to fay,
or to wite, all that can be faid, or written, oreven
thought, on the particular occafion 3 and:this -partly,

perhaps, from being defirous (pardon me, my dear!) -

to be thought miftrefs of a fagacity that'is aforehand
with events. - But who would with to drain off; or
dry up, a refrefhing current, becaufe itnow and then
puts us to fome little inconvenience by its ever-flow-
ings ? In other words, who would not allow, “for'the
4 livelinefs
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iivelinéfs of a fpirit, which, for one painful fenfibility,
gives an_hundred pleafurable ones: And the one in
confequence of the other ?

But now I come to the two points:in: your letter,
that moft fenfibly. concern.me : T'hus you put them

«%Whether T choofe not rather to ‘go off with one
¢ of my swn Sex ; with my ANN A HowE—than
¢ with one of the other 3 with Mr. LOVELACE?

And if not,

¢ Whether T fhould not marry "him, as foon as

< poffible ? ' X

You know, my dear, my reafons for rejeting your
propofal, and evenfor being earneft that you thould not
be knewn to be aflifting to me in an enterprize, ' which
@ cruel meceflity induced me to think of engaging in';
and which yox have not the fame plea for. At this
xate, cwel/ might your mamma be uneafy at our cor-
xefpondence, not knowing to what inconveniencies
dt:might fubjeét her and you !— If 7 am' hardly ex-
<cufableito think of flying from ‘my unkind friends,
what.could yox have to fay for yourfelf, were you
to abandan a mother fo indulgent? 'Does the fufpeét,
+that your fervent friendfhip may lead you to a fmall
indifcretion ! and does ‘this {ufpicion offend you?
And would you, in revenge,thew her and the world,
«hat.you can voluntarily rufh into the highe/t ervor,
ithat any -of our fex can be guilty of ?

. “And is it worthy of your generofity [ I afk you,
-my dear, is it 7] to think of taking fo undutiful a ftep,
-begaufe you believe your mamma would besglad to
receive you again ?
-1 doaflure .you, ‘that were I to -take this ftep my-
felf; I would runall rifques rather than you fhould
:accompany me in it. 'Have I, do you think, a defire
+t0 . double and treble my own fault, in the eye of ‘the
sworld ?. In-the eye ‘of that world, which, cruelly as
«Lam ufed (not knowing all), would not acquit m];?
: ; ut,
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- But, my deareft, kindeft friend; let me tell you,
That we will ‘neither of us take fuch a ftep.’ !
manner of putting your queftions; abundantly con-
vinces me, that I ought not, ‘in"your opinion, to -
tempt it.  You, no doubt;intend, thatI fhall /o take
‘it 3 and Ithank you for the equally polite and foreible
convi&tion. _YEIIEY ALY

It is fome fatisfation to me, taking the matter in
- 'this light, “that T'had begun to waver before I received
your laft. And now I tell you, that it has abfolutely
“determin’d me not to go away ; at leaft,not to-morrow.
If Yau, my dear, think the iffue of the alternative,

to-ufe yout own words, fits fo lightly upon my mind ;
in fhort, that my inclinatien is faully ; the world would
itreat-me much lefs ferupuloufly. © When, therefore,
;you reprefent, -that all punétilio muft be at an end the
sonoment I am out of my father’s boufe 5 and hint, that
1 muft fubmit it to Lovelace to judge when he can
leave me with fafety ;  that is to fay, give him the

option whether he will leave me, or not; Who can

“bear. thefe refleGions, and refolve.te incur thefe in-

conveniencies, that has the queftion ftill in ‘her own

power to decide upon ? % Ly
While I thought only of an efcape from This houfe,
asan efcape from Mr. So/mes; that already my reputa-
tion fuffer’d by my confinement ; and that it would be
ftill in my own option, either to marry Mr. Lovelace,
or wholly to renounce him ; Bold as the ftep was, I
thought, treated as I am treated, fomething was to

be faid in-excufe of it — If not to the world, to my-

¢lf : And to be felf-acquitted, isa bleffing to be pre-
{e'rfr.ed to the opix{io{ ofcfall the world. But?aftﬂ".lﬁ
cenfured that indifcreet forwardnefs in fome, who
(flying from their chamber to the altar) have, with-
out the /ea/? ceremony, rufh’d upon the greatefl : After
I have ftipulated with him for time, and. for an ulti-
mate option, whether to accept or refufe him ; and
for his leaving me, as foon as I am in a place of fafety

? (wm’
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which, as you obferve, be muft be the judge of ):
And after he has comply’d with thefe terms; fo that
I cannot, if I would,recall them, and fuddenly marry;
—You fee, my dear, that I have nothing left me, but
to refolve, ot to go away with him.

_ But, how, on this revocation, fhall I be able to
pacify him? ’

How ! — Why affert the privilege of my Sex ! —
Surely, on This fide of the folemnity he has no right
to be difpleafed. Befides, did I not referve a power
of receding, if I faw fit? To what purpofe, as I
afked in the cafe between your mamma and you, has
any-body an option, if the making ufe of it, {hall give
the refufed a right to be difgufted ?

Far, very far, would T/efe be, who, according ta
the Old Law, have a right of abfelving or confirming
a child’s promife, from ratifying mine, bad it.been
ever fo folemnn a one (a). ButThis was rather an ap-
pointment than a promife : And fuppofe it had been

" (a) See Numb. xx%. Where it is declared, whofe vows fhall be
binding; and whole not. The vows of a man, orof a widow, are
there. pronounced to be indifpenfible ; becaufe they are fole, and fubject
to no other' domeftic autherity. But the vows of a fingle woman, and
of a wife; if the father of the one, or the hufband of the other,
difallow of them,. as foon as they know them, are to be of no force.

A matter highly neceffary to be known ; by all young ladies.
efpecially, whofe defigning addreffers too often endeavour to engage
them by vows ; and then plead confcience'and honour to them to held
th}m, down to the performance., 34 : -

t cannot be amifs to recite the very words.

. Ver. 2 If a <woinan wow a vow unto the Lord, and bind berfelf by
@ bond, ‘j'fei’ ber father’s boufe in ber youth 5
4. And ber father bear ber wow, and ber bond wbereapith fbe bate
&ound ber foul, and ber father fball bold bis peace at ber 5 then all her
m;ﬁ ’17}” frand, and’every bond wwberewith [be bath bound her
ball fand, : :
(.i:’Bar if ber fatber {}'fallm ber in theday that be beareth 5 not any
of ber wows orof ber bonds wherewith fhe bath bound ber foul fFall fland :
And the Lord ﬁall forgive ber becaufe ber fathir difallowed ber.
The in-the cale of a wife, as faid above. - See ver. 6,7, 8; &',

-==And all is thus folemnly clofed.

., Ver. x6. Tbefe are the flatutes which the Lord commanded Mofes
between a man and bis wife, between the father and bis daughter, being
et in ber youth in ber fatber's houfe.

Vou. II. o) the
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the latter; and that I had not referv’d to myfelf a
“‘Uberty of revoking it, was it to preclude better or
« ‘maturér confideration *—If fo, how unfit to be given!
" — How tingenerous to be infifted upon ! — And how

unfitter ftill, to be kept! —Ts there 2 man living,
~'whoought to be angry, that a woman, whom he
hopesone day to call his, fhall refufe to keep. a rath
promiife,' when, on the matureft deliberation,. fhe is
convinc’d, ‘that it was a rathone? "~

I refolve then, upon the whole, to ftand This one
trial of Wednefday next.—Or, ‘perhaps, 1 fhould ra-
ther fay, of Tuefday evening ; if my father hold his
purpofe of endeavouring, in perfon, to-make me read,
or hear read, and then fign, the fettlements.— That,
© #hat muft'bé the greateft tnal of all, oty

If I am compelled to. fign them over- "-—
Theri[the Lord blefs me 1] muft All T dread, follow,
as of courfe, on Wednefday. — If I can prevail upon

155
v 3

them, by my prayers—Perhaps, by fits, and delirium,
{for the }x,rer)_y ﬁr'ﬂzappearancél:ff xgy:fh@e&, after hav-
ing been {6 long banifh’d his prefence, will greatly af-
fe&t me) to lay afide their views; or to mnd;, if
but for one week ; if net, but for two or three days ;
fill Wednefday will be a lighter day of trial.— They
will furely give me time to confider ; to argue with
myfelf—This will not be promi fing—As 1 have made
no effort to get away, they have no reafon to fufpeét
me; fo'T may have an opportunity, in the laft refort,
to efcape. Mrs. Norton is to be with me : She, altho™
fhe fhould be check’d for it, will, inmy extremity,
plead for me. "My aunt Hervey may, on fuch ex~-
tremity, join her. Perhaps, my mamma may be
brought over. I will kneel to.each, one by.one, to
make a frichd. They have been afraid, fome of them,
to fee'me, left they thould be moved in my favour :
Does not This give me a reafonable hope, that I
move them My brother’s counfel, heretoforegiv
to turn me out of doors to my evil deftiny, may again
' be
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be ‘repeated, and may prevail : Then fhall I be in no

““ghor/z cafe than now, as to thedifpleafure of my friends ;

‘and thus far better, that it will not be my fault that
“T leave them, and feek another proteftion: Which
“éven then, ought to be my coufin Morden’s, rather

““than Mr. Lovelace’s, or any other perfon’s,

"' My heart, in‘thort, mifgives me lefs, when. I re-
folve This way, than when I think of the ofber - And
in fo ftrong and involuntary a byafs, the beart is,

“as 1'may fay, Confcience.  And well cautions the wife
““man ¢’ Let the counfel of thine own heart, ffand;

¢ for there is no man more faithful to thee, than It :

¢ For a man’s mind is fometimes wont to tell him
¢ 'more than feven watchmen, that fit above in a high

‘ tower.” (a) itk
~= Forgive thefe indigefted felf-reafonings, I will:clofe

“*here’; And'inftantly fét about a letter of revocation to
““Mr. Lovelace ; take it as be will. It will only be an-
«“'other trial “of temper to him. To me of m!%

~ ‘portance.’ ' And'has he not promifed temper and ac-
' "Qtﬁé‘f;‘m‘cc," on' the fuppofition of a change in my

ite im-

Cr. HaRLOWE.

o Crarisda HarYowe, 7o Mifs Howe,,

A'f}li..‘ 5
-

WS BB S  Sunday Morning, April g.
"N'OBOUY » it feems, will go to church, this day.
= ¥"No bleffing to be expected perhaps upon, views
ﬁo"-wm_lqrz; and in fome fo cruel. - - L.
% “They have a miftfuft that I have fome. device.in
iy head. ' Betty has been looking among my cloaths.
- Tfound her,” on’ coming up from depofiting my letter
¥16 Lovelace [for T huve written '] peering among.them,
<the key being in the lock. She colour’d, and was
L et el v £ ~ con-
(@) Ecclus. xxxvii, 13, 14,

ag
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confounded to be caught. ' But T only faid, T fhotild
be accuftom’d to ‘any fort of ‘treatrient in time ! —=
If fhe had her orders— thofe were enough for her.
She own’d, in her' confufion, that a motion_had
been madde to abridge me of ‘my'airings ;" and the re-
port /be fhould make, would 'bé’ no' difadvantage 'to
me. 'One of my friends, the'told me, urged in my
behalf, “That there was no'need of laying me under
greater reftraint, fince Mr. Lovelace’s threatening 'to
re¢fcue me by violence, were I to have been carry’d
to my uncle’s, ‘was 2 conviction that I had no'defign
. to ‘go off to 'him voluntarily ; -and ‘that if I bady T
fhould have made preparations of that kind befaore nows;
and, moft probably, been'detected in them. — Hence,
it 'was alfo 1nferr’d, that there was no room to doubt,
but T would at laft comply. And, added the bold
creature, if you don’t intend to do fo, Your conduéty
Mifs, feems ftrange to me.—Only thus fhe reconciled it;
‘That I had gone fo far, 1 knew not how to come off
genteelly: - And the fancy’d T '{hould,. in- full congre-
* gation, on Wednefday,' give Mr. Solmes my hand.
And"then; faid ‘the confident wench, as the learned
Dl Brand took his text laft Sunday, There will be
Joy in heaven— 3 ¢ris
This'is the fubftance of my letter to Mr. Lovelace
¢ That I'have reafons, of the greateft:confequence
¢ to myfelf, and which, when known; muft fatisfy"
<hiny to fufpend, for the prefent, 'my intention: of
< leaving 'my father’s houfe: That I have hopes that
< matters may be brought to an happy conclufion,
<without taking a ftep, which nothing but the laftne-
e ceflity could juftify : “And that he may depend upon:

<y promife, that I 'will die,-rather than confent to

< smarry Mr: Solmes.? (i3 tsE
“And fo, I am preparing myfelf to ftand the thock
of his exclamatory reply. ~ But be that what it willy
it cannot affe& ‘me fo much, as the apprehenfions of
what may bappen ‘to me next Tuefday or Wednef=
e day ;
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 203
day,; for now thofe apprehenfions engage my whole,
attention, and. make me fick at the very heart.

Szmda), Four o’Clocky, P, M.~
MY letter is not, yet taken away | — If hé fhould
not fend for it, or, take 'it, and come hither on my
mot meeting him to-morrow, in doubt of what may
baye befallen me, what fhall T do?  Why had I any,
- concerns, with this Sex | — I, that was {o happy till I
knew This man ! v
o I din’d in the Ivy {ummer-hou[e It was comply’d,
with at the firft word. To fhew I meant nathmg, L
went again into the houfe with Betty, .as foon as I
hﬁ dined. T thought it was not amifs to afk this"
5ty ;.. the weather feeming to be fetin fine. One
doss not know what Tuefday or Wednelday may
produce. ;
Sunday Ewmng, Seven o’Glot/E

_~TﬂEnE remains my letter fill ! — He is bufied, I
fiippofe, in his preparations for to-inorrow. But then
he has fervants.  Does the man think he is fo fecure
of me, that having appointed, he need not give him-
felf any further concern about me, till the very mo-
ment |—He knows how I am befet.. He knows not |
what may happen. - I might be ill; or ftill more clofely
watched or. confined, than before,, The correfpon-
dence might be difcovered. - It might be neceflary to
vary the fcheme. . I'might be forced into meafures,
which!might intirely fruftrate. my purpofe. . I might -
have: new doubts : I might. fuggeft fomething more
conyenient; . for any! thing he knew. . What can the
mnmm.n, I.wonder I—Yet it.dhall lie ; for if he has
it any time before the appointed houry. it will fave me
declaring to him perfonally my changed purpofe, and
tﬁﬁrduble of contendmg with him on: that fcore.’ If
he fend for it at all, he will fee by the date, that he
m%ht have had it in time ;. and if he be'put to any
{: O3 incon-
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inconvenience from fhortnefs of notice, l:et bamﬂake
it for his pains. - m;

Sunday ngbt, Ni nq 0 CIoc}

i Irds determmed it feems, to fend toMrs.. Nomx),
to be here on T uefday to dinner ; and fhe, is mJ {tayn
with me for a whole week. ol

So fhe is firft to endeavoui' to perfuade me to com-
plysand, when the violence is done, fhe is to comfort
me, and try to reconcile me to my fate., . They ex-,
pe@ fits and fetches, Betty infolently tells me, and ex-
poftulations, and exclamations, without number : Bu
every-body will be prepared for:them.: ; And ‘when
it’s over, it’s over ; ,and I fhall be cafy and pamﬁed,
when I find I cannot help it.

Mond. Morn. April 10, Seven o’CIotE. ';

0O ?av dear | There yet lies the letter, juft.as 1
left it

Does he think he is fo fure of ‘me!l — Pcrhaps hq
imagines that I dare not alter my -purpofe. I wifh I
had never known him !—I begin now to fee this xaﬂh
nefs, in the light every-one elfe would have feen it in,
had I been guilty of it.— But what can I do, if he
comme to-day at the appointed time | — If he receive
not the letter,, I muft fee him, or he will think fome=
thing has befallen me ; and certainly will come to the
Houfe. -+ As certainly he will be infulted. And, what,
inthat cafe; may be the confequence ! — Then I as
good as promiled,  that T would take the firft oppor=
tunisy to fee him, if I changed my mind, and to give
him ;my reafons: for it.. I have no doubt but he will
_beout of humour-upon it :/ But better be-meet me,
and: go away diffatisfied with- me,  than that I ﬂwuld
80, away diflatisfied with myfelf. .

i ¥ety fhort as: the time is, he may fill pcrhapsfend;
and | get the letter. ' Something may have happened to
-Prﬁvem him, ; which, when known; will excufe him.
e After
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M;fs Clarifta -Hatlowe. 29%"
* 2Afeer I have difappointed’ him ' more than once'be-
fore, on a requefted interview only, it is impoffible he’!
fhould not have curigfity, at leaft, to know if fome-
thing has not happened ;- dnd if my mind hold in this
more important cafe.’ And yet, ds-I raflily confirmd
‘my ‘refolution’ by a- fecond lettery I begin> now to’
doubt it. AHW DILAW B 101 oM I
7107 &1 2 1 0f WwovashNine o Cloek o1 o4
' My coufin Dolly Hervey flid the’ inclofed ‘Iétter’

~t 4 N ai P |
rofamslaxs bns ceaoitsluflog

I Have! got intelligence from one as fays the knows;:
that you muft be married: on Wednefday morning

~toMr,Solmes, May-be, howfoever, only to vex me 3

for it is Betty Barnes : A faucy creature, I'm fure.
A licenfe is got, as fhe fays : Andfo far fhe went as'to
tell me( bidding me fay nothing ; but fhe knew as that
T would) that Mr. Brand the young Oxford Clergy-
man, and fine fcholar, is to marry you. For Dr.
Lewin, I hear, refufes; unlefs you confent ; ‘and they
have heard that he does not like over-well their’ pro=
ceedings againft you'; and fays, as'that you don’t de-
ferve to be treated fo cruelly as you arc treated. - But
M. Brand, Iam told, is to have his fortuné made by
uncle Harlowe, and among them.’ - 5 Lt
'+ You will know better than I what to' make.of all
thefe matters ; for fometimes I think ‘Betty tells me
things as if I fhould not tell you, and yet expefs
as ithat I 'will.  She, and all the world knows how'1
love you:  And fo 1 would’ bave thems o Itis an he*
siour to me to love fuch a dear young Lady, whois

* aitvhohour to ‘all her family, letthem fay what they

will. But there is fuch whifpering ‘betwien this Betty,
dnd Mifs Harlowe, as you can’t imagine 3 /and when
that is done, Betty comes and tells me fomething.
.“T'his feems to be fure (and that is whyfwrite:” But
2dA S h Y pray
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pray burn it} you are 'to be fearched once mdf"ef for
letters; and for pen’and ‘ink';  for they know you
write. Something they pretend to have betray’d out -
of -one“of Mr. Lovélace’s fervants,”“as they hope to
nitike fomething of ;'T know'not what. That muft be
a' very vilde ‘and wicked “man,’‘who ‘would brag “of
Lady’s goodnefs to him, and tell fecrets. “Mr. Love-
lace is too ‘muich of 4 gentleman for that, I dare fay.
If not, who ‘can' be fafe of young innocent creatures,
fach as we be? ' 0D SIRMELNIARY
‘Then' they have a' notion, from that falfe Betty, I
beliefe, as that you intend to take' fomething to make
yourfelf fick, or fome fuch thing ;"'and fo they will
fearch for phials and’ powders, ‘and fuch-like. " =
Strange fearching among them ! God blefs us young
creatures, - when we come among fuch fufpicious re-
lations. " But, ‘thank God, my ' mamma is not fuch
a’one, at the prefent. L QB Rl 9 :
/CIf riothing be' found, 'you' are to be ufed kindlier
for that, by your papa, at the grand judgment; as I
may call it. i iSRSt Sl ele
" Yet, fick or well, alas, my dear coufin! you muft
~be married, belike.’ Sofays this fame creature 3. and
I'don’t doubt it : But your hufband is' to go home
every night,” till you are ‘reconciled ‘to go to him.
And fo 1illnefs can be no preterice to fave yous: =c
They are fure you will make a good wife;” when
‘you'be one. ' So'would not 1, ‘unlefs'T liked my' huf-
‘band. ' And Mr. Solmes is always “telling them how
he will purchafe your love and all that, by jewels an;
fine things.— A ficcoffint of a man l—I'with he
Betty Barnes were to come together ;' ‘and he would
beat her every-day till the was good.—80, -in brief,
fecure every thing you would not'have” feer: “And
burn “T'his, 'T'beg you. And, pray, deareft Madam,
do not take nothing as ‘may hurt your health: ' For
that will'not d¢.” I am, £ B ae noiiR
o Your truby loving Coufin,
Gk,

e

1
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+#Whea I firft. read, my coufin’s letter, I was half
inclin’d to refurne my former, intention ; efpecially as
my countermanding letter is not taken away : And
as my heart, akes at the thoughts of the conflict.1
muft-expeét to have with him on my refufal. , For,
fee him for a. few moments I doubt i'mllﬂ,'y' left he
fhould take fome rafh refolutions; -efpecially,. as he
has reafon to expect [ will. - But here your words,
That all punétilio. is at_an end, the.moment I amout of
my father’s houfe, added to the ftill more cogent cons
fiderations ' of -Duty and Reputation, determin’d  me
once more againft taking, the rath ftep. . And it will
be very hard (altho’ no feafonable fainting, or wifh’d-
for fit, fthould ftand my friend) if I cannot gain one
month, or fortnight, -or week. - And I haye -(%';ll-‘more,
hopes that 1 fhall prevail for fome delay, from my
<coufin’s intimation, that the good Doétor Lewin refufes
to give his affiftance to their projecls, if theyhave not
my. confent; and thinks me cruelly ufed: Since;without
la;zing notice that 1 am apprized of this, I can plead
a feruple of confcience, and infift upon baving that
worthy Divine’s opinion upon it : Which, inforced as
I.fhall inforce it, my mamma will furely fecond, me
dn:+ My .aunt. Hervey, and my Mrs, Norton, wilk
Afupport her . The fufpenfion muft follow ;- And I can
Jbut get.away afterwards. d 153 denll, oF brA

nacBut,-if they will compelime : If they wil/l give me

~.no time o JIf no-body will be moved: If it be re-

folved. that the ceremony fhall be read over my con~

*éiaed.hand—thy then— Alas ! What then [—I

fean.but-—But what ? O my dear! This-Solnes thall
inever have my vows L am. refolved L. And I will, fay
“nothing but No, as long as I fhall be able to:fpeak.
pAnd who will. prefume. to. look upon; fuch an act.of
Jvielencey as; a marriage § — It is impoifible, | furely,

.that a father and mother can fee fuch a dreadful com-

rpulfion. offer’d to their child— But, if mine {hould
S43% L pbin ol : with-

v
£
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268 The HisTory ‘gfh
withdraw, and leave the tafk ‘to my brother mﬁfﬁm’t
ey ‘will hive no’merey’ ! 20ob avstt bluow sveilsd 1
1 am 'gried’d to be“drivetrto’ have réeourfe  to the
,"fdﬂoxl(ﬁfg*ﬁtiﬁ}féﬁi‘i“ N 01 9ViTRISqe1g- - baravos
T havegiven thery ‘a cliey by the feather!of. 'mpen
fickifigout)’ where they will find-fuch-of my. hidden
ftores, as T'intend they fhall find. sidsr s
'O T ‘or three little effays Ihave left €afy-to be-feen,
of 'y -ownt writing, “i0! S 0sis 7ol _:M naitssm
U A¥out a dozen lines alfo of 'a etter begun toryou, in
which T ¢xprefs my hopes;” (althie’ I fayythat-appears
dices “ate againtt me) ‘that ‘my friends ‘will rrelinits
THey know fom’ your mamma, by>my unclel An-
toriy, that) fome how or other, T now and then- geta
letter to you. In this piece of a lettery T declareires
fiewedly iy firin réfolution to give upthe manfo ob-
Tokious to iy family; on theirreledling me from:
Al dr%fs of the othér. = ( & 0T A t~_';‘,.;t IRNY gy
~ONfeaf the effiys; Ihave lefe a°copy of my létter o
Tady Dtayton L-(H‘i'ﬁ;ﬁﬂ’bﬁ;‘?ﬁaﬁdhggm?mmﬁ@ﬁ
ah16 60 Thy calt; mdy’ cHanee (thus accidentally to be
ElleA wpdi) to Tricline’themito favour mew.vo. Ll
= T'Have referves '6f pens‘andink you may believe's
anid o 6t two in the Tvy Tummer-houfe’; with whick
PAhall dmufe myfelf in”order to’ lighten, if poffible;
thofe apprehenfions which mere and more affeltme
s Wedrefday the day of trial approaches.: i zagod
~iu T Llow SEE 1K TeS 90 o1 DM@y HANBowes
g g3 al ontiony i golidwr) alel
sri-thrnst
. Ja > ST ‘,.,.;4(;;:;:[ jo giem
Ui CLARTSSA HARLOWE), ‘T¢ Mifs Howga
3°HOW HOY » rert naort 1o coven oy wilutisads
28N 928187 2t1] ¥ I‘lx‘,fmwr 7! [,I,EI‘W‘”;Q’ 40 o
T'E"has not yet got my letters ~And ‘while' Twas
et con;rﬁvin%})here, how to fend my officibus;gaol=
_excfs from e, that I ight have time for the intended

(a) Sce Letter xili, p. 74, of this V.
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Myfs -Glarifta Harlowe. 299

t8rview, --and; had; hit-uponian .expedient, .which
I believe would have done, came my. aunt, jand fur-
nifh’sh me: with,a-much better, .She faw my little table
covered, - preparative to my folitary: dinner ;. and
hoped,: dhe: told:me; that.this would . be thela(h day,
thatomy, friends- would he depnved of my company
at table.
1°X on' may believe, my dear that thc thoughts of
meetmg Mr. Lovelace, the fear of being, difcover’d,
together with the contents of my. coufin Dolly’s. letter,
gave me;great and vifible emotions. .. She took notice
of them :~—Why thefe fighsywhy thefc heavings here,
faid. the, patting my neck 2-— O my dear niece,, who
would: have thought fo. much natural fweetnefs could
be fo-very unperfuadable ? '
- I could not an{wer her, and fthe proceeded L am
come;-I:doubt, upon a very unwelcome errand. Some
things that have been told us yefterday, which came
from the mouth of one of themoft defperate and.info-
lent men in the woild, eonvinge your father, and all of
us, that you ftill find means to write out of the houfe.
Mr. Lovelace knows: every-thing that is done here
and that as {foon as done,; and great mifchief is appre-
hended. from him, which. you are as much concerned
asiany-body, to prevent.. ¥ our mamma has alfo fome
apprehénfions . concerning yourfelf, which yet fhe
hopes are groundlefs ;. but, however,: cannot be: nfy
norwilh bei pe!-'mltft:d to be eafy, if fthe would, un-
lefs (while you remain here in the-garden, or in this
fummer-houfe) -give her. the opportunity once
more of looki to your clofet, your cabmet, and
drawers; | It will be the, better takeny.if yow)give:me
r%}ly your keys. 1 hope, my dear; you won’t
d;rgﬁ “¥our-defiretof dining in this place was.
ﬁqmmmaddgqcomgly d thh, for the fa.kc.offfudf
AN OPPOTLURILY .« ./, 1)
#-I, thought n}gyfelf ﬂmky, to Be fo, well pj:g«
M by my coufin Do (5 s means, for this fea:;h E
6 RS

,l.o YT :

Go gle



300 The-History of L
But yet I a.rtfully made fome{cruples, and not:'a few
complaints of this treatment z+Aftér which, I'not cniy
gave her the keys.of allj; but eym»oﬁmonﬂf*emptir
my,, ch.kets before her;-and; invited heriito:
fingers in my flays, that.vihe xmght .bcuﬁme t:hatnl had
1o papers there, (- 5. Jotr b noirreswi b
hlshlghiy obliged he:, and the: faxd 'She-wiould
rcprcfe b;”my chearfal compliance as it! defexmd; let
my brather and fifter fay wbm‘ they would.. My mam~
ma,,in, particular, fhe: was fure, would: rejoice: at the
opportunity given her to.obviate; as fhe doubted not
would: be sthe cafe; fome: fufpxaons that were mfed
agamﬁ: me. IR
She. then hmted That therc wemmethods wken
to come at all Mr. Lovelacc s fecrets, and: even,: from
his, carelefs communicativenefs, “at fomevof .mine; it
being, fhe faid, his cuftom, boaftingly to prate tochis
very ' fervants of his intentions, in particular-cafes.
She,added, that, deep as. helwas thought to: bey my
ybrother was as deep as he; iand fairly..too hard :for
‘him at his.own wcapons,mas one dzy Ltwuuldhe
found. .
A knew not, Iilud the meanmg of thefe: dzrk hmts.
e thought the cunning fhe hinted at, on bath fides,
galled ‘rather for contempt. than-applaufe: I myfelf
_might have been put upon artifices which myheart
di{dained to. practife, had I given wayxtothctubt
ment, which,l was bold to fay, was-much more j
fiable than the aétions: that occafion’d: it TFhat it was
evident to me, from what fhe had faid; that theirpre-
 fent fufpicions of me were partly-owing to -this fup-
_pofed fuperior . cuaning of ‘my brothery and partly to
the confcioufnefs,: that -the ufzge Limet> %:
* naturally produce a. reafon: for fuch fufpicions "
it was very unhappy for me, to be made the butt of
~my brother’s wit : That /it would havebeeniniore to
hispraife, to. have aimed at' thewing a kind ‘heart,
xbm 2 cunning head & - That, ncverthelefsy I withed;
he
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Mifs Claxiffa Harlowe.  38%
he' knew him/elf as-welloas Inimagin’d | 7 knew
him ; -and he 'would then have’lefs' concéit of his'abi-
hnes x:Which abilities 'wouldy 'in" my ‘opinion; ‘be
lefs thoughtof, if his: power ‘to doill o ccs were
mot ‘much:greater thanithemis s 2vil v

I was vex’d. I could not help makmo-1 tlns re-
flection. - 'The dupk the-other, too probably, “makes of
him, thro’ his own fpy, deferv’d it. - But I'fo little
-approve of this low: art in eithet, that were Tbut tole-
xably ufed, sthe vilenefs ' of “that man, that ]ofeph”Lé-
sk thould-be inquired-into. \

-She iwas! forryy fhe faid, to findy that I thcught
(o difparagingly of my brother. He wasa young gm-
tltman both of learning and parts.

+Learning enough, -1 faid, to mallé. i vain of it
‘among us women : But not of parts fufficient to make
his learning valuable either' to' himfelf; ‘or to any~ﬁoﬁy
elfe.—

- She wifhed; indeed, that he hisd moré gooamaturc
-But the feared ‘that I had too, great anopinion of
-fomebody eife; to think-fo well of my brother, ‘4s'a
fifter ought: Since, between the two, there was a

ort of rivalry as to abilities, that made them hate one
another.

s .Rxwlry, :Madamy faid Il— If that be the cafe, or
sahether it:be or not, I wifh they both undeérftood

~better than either of them feemms to'do; what it beéomes

- gentlemen, and mewof liberal education, to' be, -and to

=do.~—Neither of them, then, would glnry in what they
:nght to ‘be athamed of. ‘ :

. But waving this fubje&, it was not :mpoﬂible, I

o fard, that-they might find a little of my writing;" and

: @ penor twoy and alittleink [Hated art!<<or” racher, h

sdhateful the neceflity for it!]; asI-was not pertritéed

I t0igo -up to'put-them out of the way: But, if'théy

«did; Imufkbe contented. And I aflured her; that, tike
-swhat time they pleafed; I'would not go in'to diftarb

_thém, but'would be either in or'near the garden

1]
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302 Thhe H1 sivionly gfill
i this fummer-houfe, orinshd.cedariore, aboutmy!
poultry-yardy oranear theogreat: cafcadey ‘till I weastor=
der’dictos réturn’ tol my prifon. :vW:&nhhmcannmg H
faidy that 1 fuppofed the unkind fearch wouldnét be
made, till theffervantsihad dined; sbecafe-I doubted
not; that: thepert: Betty Barnes;whoknew: all/the
corners 1 ofi my apartmem' and’ dofet, muld Ibes &n—
ploy’duin it:: B o3 bluoW: 1330
+ She hoped, ‘the ﬁud., v'ha& mothmg mhi bmfounl
that; would givera handle:againftsme::For) the would
affure me, the motives tothe fearchy-onmymamma’s
part iefpecially, were, ' that fhe hoped-tofind reafon
rather to acquit than toblame me ;- and that my papa
might beinduced to 'fee ime - tosmorrow  night,1or
Wednefday morning, with temper 1« With. tendernefsy
Idhould-rather fay;' faid‘the; for: he1 ls refolved fe to
doy if no new-offence be giveriios e 107 1 moslaovid
A Madamysfdid Bless: oy o
01 Wehy. tim Ahy Madam, and.ﬂ:slmgyourimd fo:
ﬁgmﬁcantl o plu oMb sdls
e widhy K/Iadam, that T may mt have more réafon
todread my papa’s continued dxfplea.fure, than,{b hope:
for: his returning tendernefs. Torbas
-<Youdon't: #zow; my ‘dear ! -—-Thmgs ma:y take
tum—Thmgs may. 1ot be:fo bad as you fear—!i .00
Dweﬂ: Madam, ha.ve yw.any conﬁﬂathnnmgwc
medss (o i i rmiinoed enoibo’ bimrel
G Why,, my dear, At is pnﬂible, that! gmmnhyl’&
more compliable‘than you’ have been: isiven slivnoses
Why raifed you my-hopes,: 'Madam: l— Dontilet
nie think ‘my dear aunt- Hervey crbl ‘to’aniece-who
truly lhonours her. [ 1 03 evlotsy biuow
+1 smay: itell yow more perhaps., i['axd fhe,([bntrin edne
fidence, vin:abfolute confidence)-if the:inquiry vwithinx
come-out-in your favour.'Do you know of!
aboviej that. canv be found to your: dlﬁadwamagcl’ c18dmet
\bome papers they will.find, I-doubt ; But dmuft
ta con[equencgac My brother and fifker will bezat:
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 303
hand . with their :good-natured conftructions. I amy
made-defperate; 'ant: care whatds founds (v 11luc
| She hoped,: ﬂ)ezdrng/llymeddhe faid, thatmothmg
could be found; that woild impeachmy diferetion ;
tnd then-—Bue fhie thight fay tooimuchs=s 1111 |

/| And away ‘the went,having added tomy perplexxty

But'l nowcan-think of nothing but: this:man ==
ThlS interview |—Would to Heaven it were overd—4
To mieet to quarrel =~ But I will not ftay a moment
with himj lct, him ~take what meafures he wxll upon
n:, if he be not:quite calm:and refigned.

«Don’t youfee how crooked: fome of my hnek are‘if
Don t you fee'how fome:-of the: letters ftagger;, more'
than others I =~ That is when this interview is more
in'my head, than' my fubject. .

> Butj after all, thould I, ougbt I, to meet hrm? How
T have taken it for granted that I fhould |—=I with there
were time to take your advice.” Yet you are folloth
to fpeak guite out!~= But that I owe, as yom owr, to
the difficulty of my fituation. ST

I thould have mentioned, ‘that in thercourfc. of thls
«converfation’ I befought my: aunt to ftand ‘my friend,’
and toput in a word for me, on my approachmg trialg
and.to endeavour 'to procure me time for conﬁdera—
tion, if I could«obtain nothing elfe.. « = o

= She.stold:imey thatyrafter the: cermony Was: pdr-
form’d [odious confirmation of a hint in” my coufim:
Délly’siletter M]T fhould have what:time Irpleafedito
rcconcxle myfelf tomy lot;’ before cohabitation. ;-
+>This put-meout:6f all patience. /.

: ,She ‘requefted 'of i me in-beriturny ﬂ:léfmd that Y 4

would refolve to meet them all withchearful duty;
amdbwith'adpirit” of abfolute acquiefcence. |- Tt;was in
my power tomake them all happy. .- And: thow affeét«!
-ingly joyfull would it -be, t6 'her,fhe 'faid, to fee-my-
father, my-mother; my uncles, my: brothcr, my fifters
allembracing me. with. raptiites, and folding me by

tusns’ to thelr fond hearts, and congratulating each
Bt other
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106 THOHISTORE s
othier on their reftored happitefs: ‘Her own joy, {he’
faid, w0uld'_p'robably mzkeﬁhc(*fr}dﬁdﬁl.efs‘lkﬂd a0
lefs. for a time : And for-her Dolly-='the poor gitl,
who'had Tuffer’d in the eftéem of fome; for herigrate-
ful attachment “to me;“would have’ evéry-body-love
her' again. 7 211k 10 11g B 00,03 159498 Halenirt goidlen
‘Will you doubt, " my dear, ‘that ‘my’next 'trial will’
be the moft affecting that T'have yet'had ? 1= iguet!
My aunt fet forth all this’in-fo firong:a light; and
T was fo particularly touched on my coufin®
ly’s account,  that, impatient ‘as 1 ft before, ‘I
was gteatly moved : ' Yet could only flew by mjﬂﬁg&h:x
and my tears, how defirable fuch an-event -would be'
to me, could it be brought about: upon' conditions
with ‘which it was poffible for me tocomplys . « ahasgy!
" Her¢ comes Betty Barnes with my dinner— :

““The wench is gore.” “The time of meeting is at
hand. O that he may not come 1—But fhould L, ‘or
fhould T not, meet him?— How I queftion, ‘without
poffibility of a timely anfwert * -« # -~ © FH A B

“Betty, according to’my leading ‘hint to my aunt,
boafted to me, that fhe was to be implay’'d, as"fhe
called it, after fhe had eat her own dinner.” = #0= <

. She thould be forry, fhe told me, to have me found
out. Yet twould be all for my good : I'fhould have
it in my power to be forgiven for 4ll ‘at once, before
Wednefday night. The Confidence then, to' ftifle a
Jaugh; put a corner of her apton in her motthy and
went to the door : - And'on her return, to take aways.
‘as T angrily bid her, fhe begg’d my excufe.—~But—

ut—and then the faucy creature laugh’d’ again; fhe
could not help it 3 to think how 1 had drawn myfelf
in bg' my fuminer—_houfé"dinnering 5 fince it had given
fo ne‘an opportunity, by way “of furprize, to leok
into all my private hoards. *She thought fom )
was in the ‘wind, when ‘my brother ‘cdme into my
dining here {6 Yeadily: Her'young mafter was:too

5 hard
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Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 308,
hatdi+for every-body. ’Squire Lovelace himfelf was.

nothing at all at a quick thought, to heryoung mafter.
My aunt mention’d Mr. Lovelace’s boafting beha-

© viour.-to.#is fervants 1 Perhaps he may be fo mean,.

But . as to‘my brother, jhe always took a pride, in
makmg him(elf appear to be a man of parts and learn-
ing to our fervants. ' Pride and Meannefs, I have often
thought, ‘are as nearly ally’d, and as clofe borderers
upon each other, as thc poet tells us 777t and Mad-
nefs are,

‘But why doI trouble you (and m fc]f, at fuch a cri-
fis) with-thefe impertinencies ?— Yet I would forget,
if. 1 ‘could, ‘the neareft'evil, the interview ; becaufe,
my apprehenﬁons mcreaﬁng, as the hour is at hand, I
fhould, were'my attention to be ingroffed by them,
be unfit to fee him, if he does come: And then he
will have too much advantage over me, as he will
have feeming reafon to reproach me with change of
refolution.

i The upbraider, you know, my dear, is in fome S
fenfe a fuperior ; while the upbraided, if with reafon
upbraided, muft make a figure as fpiritlefs as con-
fcious, :

I'know that this wretch will, if he ¢an, behis own
judge, and mine too, = But the latter he fhall not be.

I dare fay; we fhall be all to-pieces. ButIdon’t
care for that. It would be hard, if I, who have held
it out fo fturdily to my father and uncles, fhould not—
But he is at the garden-door—

"I was miftaken |— How may noifes un-like; be
rmde like what one fears I— Why flutters thie fool

I Will haﬁen to depolite this. . Then I will, for the

'kﬂ‘tla)c, go to the ufual place, in hopes to. ﬁnd that

e has got my letter.  If he Aas, I will not meet him.
H he hasmt, 1 w1ll take it. backy and thew him Whi;
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306 TheHistor Y of\\
I have written, - That will break the icey as I may-
fays and fave me 'much- circamiocution: and reafon=-
ing: And a ftedfaft-adherence:fo that my> 'written:
mind- is all that will be neceflaryi.«w The interview:
muft be as’ fhort ‘as poffible 5 for fhould:it:be :difco=:
ver’ds it would funtith a new and ficong prétence for
the intended evil of ‘W ednefday mext, - 15007 vin suion
‘Perhaps I fhall not be able to 'write againonewhile.
Perhaps- not,’ till I.am the miferable property ‘of that
Solmes !— But: that:{hall never, never be, while:I:
have: my fenfes.. it 2id iz bas g onid gniisameas
If your. fervant find: nothing: from me' by, Weds:
nefday morning, you may conclude, that-k:ean: then
neither write to you, nor receive. your favours: <=
In that cafe, pity and pray for me; my beloved:
friend, and continue to:me that placein your affe-
@ion, which is the pride of .my life, and: the-only
comfort left to ¢ niip f {31 s 370k ADVEHEN
: : Your: - ff woy Ll Boiutags
Crarissa HARLOWE:
LAE “T oY B Re i XENG
Mifs CLarissa HarLowE, To Mifs Howe:
; - 8t Alban’s, Tuefday Morn, paft Ones.
Q my-deareffriendls. < oy, b 1505 L Sai
AFTER what I had refolved upon, as by my
former, what fhall. T write ? ‘What ¢can 12 ‘With
what confciouftiefs,: even by Letter; do 1 ‘approach
youl— You will foon hear:(if already you have not
heard from the mouth of common fame), that your
Clarifla Harlowe is gone off-with a mand— .cilidr o)
»Idambufying myfelf to give you the:particularsiat
lavge.. ''The whole twenty-four hoursof each-dayifte
bc?m the moment I:can fix) fhall be imployed:imiit
till it is finifhed : Every-one of the hours, Jemeang
that will be fpared me, by thisinterrupting man, to

IWOIHAL
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Mifs Clariffa Hatlowe.  307.
whom 1 have made myfelf {o foolifhly accountable for
toomany'of them:  Reft is departed from me. I have
no: callfor That: And That has' no balm for the
wounds 'of myimind, .- 'S0 you’ll have all thofe hours,
‘without interruption, : till the account is ended.

‘But-will you-receive, fhall you be permitted to re-
ceive, my l{‘t)t‘;rs,f after what! zh"we done? :

AO;ymy deareft friend >~ But I muft make the beft
ofiit. .1 hope that ‘will not be very bad! Yet am I
convinced,: that I: did arafh, an ‘inexcufable thing,
in meeting him; and all his tendernefs, all his vows,
cannot pacify my inward reproaches on-that account. _

The bearer: comés to you, my dear, for the little
parcel of linesi, which I fent you with far better and
more agreeeble:hopes.

Send ‘not my letters. Send the linen only: Ex-
cept you will. favour me with one line, to tell me,
you will love me ftill ; and that you will fufpend your
cenfures, till you have the who{e before you. Iam
the readier to fend thus early, becaufe if you have de-
pofited any-thing for me, you may caufe it to be
taken back, or withhold any: thing you had but intended
to fend.

Adieu, my deareft friend !— I befeech you to love

_ me ftill | —But, alas! what will your mamma fay >—

What will mine!—What my other relations ?— and
what my dear Mrs. Norton? " And how will my bro-
ther and fifter: triumph?— .

« I cannot -at prefent tell .you how, or where, you
can direct 'to, me. . For very early {hall I leave this

-place 3 harrafled and fatigued to death! But, when I

can do:nothing elfe, conftant ufe has made me able’
to write. | Long,: very long, has that been all miy
amufement and  pleafure: Yet could not that:have
been, fuch to re, had I not had you, my béft-beloyed:
friend, to write to. 'Once more adiew: - Pity, and
PERyiles, ool it Go vnovgieyd badlinR ei sidl
B3, nsy volnlegr v o bomat od liw 3
Ciu. HarrowE.
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SRRy ‘I'ueﬁ!aj,’ 'Nmela’aGbéh i
I Wntc, becauﬁ-r youl en)sm me to"do foi=~"T:ove:
you ftill F—How'can T'help ity if T woul&%-—-’irbu
may believe how I ftand aghaft; your letter ébmnm-
nicating the firft news— Good God of hedyen and
earth!— But what fhall I fay —1 ihaﬂ be alhmpa-
tience for particalars.’ © 3
“Lord have niercy upon me '—But camits be patpgas
- My mamma will, zndeed, be aftonifhed 1— How'
can I tell it to her ?— It was-but laft night that I af-
fured her (upon fome jealoufies put into “her head by
your foolifh uncle), and. this upon the firength of.
your own' affurances, . that neither .man. nor. devil
would be able to induce you to-take a ftepy, that was.
in the leaft derogatory to :the. moft pun&dmhe-s

nour. ot S

But, once more, Can it be? What woman, at t)ns -

rate [—But, God preferve you !

Let ‘nothing. efcape -you. in -your letters. : Dlrc& :
them for me, however, to Mrs Knollys s, nll fus-\
ther notice. .. Mobhnst ¥

P P

OBsERVE, my dear, that] don’t blameyo’rl’bf’

all this— Your relations only are'in fault!— Yet how
you canie to change your mind, ‘is the furprifing
thll ghimeeay

Hgow to break it to my mamma, I know not. Yet,
if The hear it firft from any other, and find I knew i lt
before, fhe will believe it’is by, my conivance'!
Yet, as I hope to live, I know not how 0 breakzttd‘

her' ! e s

3 But this is teazmg you '—-I a.m fure, thhout mten--
on.,_

: Let
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Let ffie now repeat my former advice — If you are
not married by this time, be fure delay not the cere-

.. mony.— Sincg things are as they are, I wifh it were

thought, ‘that you were privately ‘married before you
weng away.. If thefe.men plead AuTHORITY to our
“pain,;when we are theirs—why thould we not, in fuch
a cafe as this, make {ome good out of the hated
word, for our reputation;. when we are induced to
violate a more natural one?

_ Your brother and fifter [that vexes me almoft as
much as any thing '] have now their ends. , Now, I
fuppofe, Wiﬁ go forward alterations of wills, and fuch-

Mifs Lloyd and Mifs Biddulph this moment fend
up their names.—They are out of breath, Kitty fays, '
to fpeak to me.—~Eafy to guefs their errand |—Tmuft
fee my mamma, before I fee them. I have no way’
but to thew her your letter, to clear myfelf. T fhall
-not be able to fay a word, till the has run herfelf out
of her firft breath.—Forgive me, my dear!—Surprize
makes me write thus. If your meffenger did not
‘wait, and were not thofe young Ladies below, I would
write it over: again, for fear of afflicting you.

I fend what you write for. If there be any-thing
elfe you want, that is in my power, command, with-
out referve,

¥ Your ever-affeticnate :
: Anna Howr.

END of Vor. 1L

Vol. IL. p. 166, L 5. Sfrom bottdm, for fcorpion, r. viper.

Co gle



V% B ol £

BOOKS printed for; J. OSBOoRN, in Pater-
: ~ nofter Row ;

And J. and J. RivineTon, in St. Paul’s
Church-yard.

% leela 3 ory Virtue Rewarded. In a Series of

familiar Letters; from a'beautiful young Dam-

fel to her Parents. And afterwards, in her Exalted

‘Condition, between Her and Perfons of Figure and
Quality. In Four Volumes.8ws, .

Adorned with 29 CorPER-PL ATES, defigned

and “engraved 'by Mr. Hayman ‘and Mr. Gravelot.

Price bound 1. #'s. Tk B W drad

2. Pamelay orj Virtus Reibarded.' Ixi Four Vo
lumes 12m0. Price bound 123. !

.9, Pamela 5 ouy* La Vertu R:Evmpmﬂr. Peaduic |

-de I’ Angloife. - En Deux Fomes. ~ Price 6.

~ 4o LET T-E RS written To-and For- particular
Friends, on the moft important QOccafions. Directing
not only the requifite Style and Forms to be obferved
in Writing Familiar Letters; but how to think and a&t |
juftly and prudently. Containing One Hundred and
“Seventy-three Letters,  The Fhird Edition: -

5. /& 80P’ Fables. 'With inftru@ive Morals and
RefleGions, -abftraéted from Party Confiderations, ad~
-apted to all Capacities ; and defigned to:promote Re-
ligion, Morality, and univerfal Benevolence. | Con-
taining 240 Fables, with a Cut ingraved in Copper |
to each Iable. 'And the Life of Zfop prefixed.
Publifhed in order to cultivate the Principles of Virtue
Price 25. 64. The Second Edition. R
Go gle




=
i
0
o
-
£
A
£3
b
2@
o
SE
%]
&
£
-
o




N7

S SAebd

. i 7,

e e - SR i_ éﬁgfnalffbml-
oy e 'Sle; s ANIVERSITY OF CALIFD



iginal from

- o

INIVERSITY oi CALIFORNIA

Ui




)

I P

,GO'U

* Digitized by

i




al

fom
'OF:CALIFORNIA

+

&f{.

Ul




“Digitized by






- Original from
Digitized by GOOS[Q UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




NG
o

RECTIREGAC

Jeud

AAA i 4]
L IR I T WG Wy e S T g N I T . . -

A

AR N IS R

. . 3
\(‘whﬂ‘v\r’\&\fl\{\dvi\i\)\r}\/\c\"\f!vlvhd\/\r\ AnAaAsda AN .m':\rlv'v.'w'\}‘ :

ORISR RS

I . - A

YA AT TS
P AI4

vy,
o S Al




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




Original from

e A e S e T s B e T it S T S e e T




