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PART II.
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CHAPTER 1.

<
Moral state of the capital—M. Carlier and the police of the

clubs—Special Ministry of Pohce—M. Ledru Rollin and
M Lamartine—The old school—Informers—A Bonapartist
outbreak—The field of corn—The prisoners of Vincennes—
Vidocqg employed by Carlier—Three days for one—Calum-
mating reports—The royalists—The patriot candidates—
Revolutionary proceedings—The blood-drinkers—Nights of
revelry—May and Lamartine—The division of property—
The sword of Damocles—The Jourgeoiste and Citizen Cabet
—Communists and Sans Culottes—The moderate party—
The white and the red—Whiter than you—The arnstocratic
salons—MM. Cavaignac, Marrast, and Senard—The pro-
vinces—Treachery of the Government-—Adjournment of the
elections—The royalists of the eve and of the morrow—All
to be begun over again—The priests of the Church—Propo-
sition of Lows Blanc—The days of June—Justice and
might—M. Lamartine and socialism—The workmen and the
statesmen—Ledru Rollin and Blanqui—The concihation—
Propagandist secret agents—Second revolutionary period.

As the 16th of April approached, reports of

a most alarming and contradictory nature were
VOL. II. B
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circulated amongst the people; the duties of
the Government became more difficult, and the
necessity of a vigilant police inspection more
imperious.

The Préfecture at that time was dependant
upon the Ministry of the Interior. Special
reports of the moral state of the capital were
drawn up for the use of the minister, who
transmitted them to the council. These reports
comprised particulars of the political feeling and
temper of the public mind, the movement of
the clubs, the arrival and departure of strangers
of quality,—In short, a summary of the most
striking events.

As these reports, drawn up in too much of
a matter of fact form, did not pourtray in vivid
colours the intellectual and political aspect of the
capital, it was agreed that I should every day
wait personally upon the Minister of the Inte-
rior, to give him a verbal report of the real
state of things.

When the minister was absent, M. Carteret
took his place, and M. Monier, secretary-gene-
ral to the Préfecture, acted as my substitute.

Hitherto I had had nothing to report but
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vague rumours of revolutionary outbreaks, and
the futile, though unceasing, intrigues of the
Royalists. I soon found it necessary to direct
attention to the violent tendencies of Blanqui’s
club.

The Minister of the Interior had already
formed a police for the clubs, under the super-
intendence of M. Carlier. His agents attended
the clubs in the gwse of ardent socialists,
and even succeded at times in being appointed
secretaries, by which means they procured the
written reports of the sittings. I was not over
well satisfied with this division of the police, and
was of opinion that a special ministry should
be formed. These different branches of the
police amuse their leisure hours by spying into
the service of the minister who employs them,
and do dirty work. I expressed my opinion
one day to M. Ledru Rollin, in the presence
of M. Lamartine, who rephed:—

¢“ At a moment like the present, there is no
harm in having two or three distinct bodies of
police.”

M. Carlier is a man of the old school; that
is to say, an advocate for the informing system,

B 2
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or police de provocation. The chief duty of
such men is to join any body of malcontents,
especially of republicans, and to incite them to
acts of open violence, which lead to their arrest.
The attempt at a Bonapartist outbreak, on the
day of the expected arrival of the Prince, looked
very much like something of this description.
Some of his agents were seen in the vicinity
of the National Assembly, shouting ¢ Vive
Napoléon!”

A few days before the 23rd of June, Carlier
was informed that some forty workmen of the
national workshops, had assembled in a corn-
field near Charenton, and had there decided
upon taking up arms if they were dismissed,
without minding the bawlers. (It was by this
name they denominated the men who proposed
delivering the prisoners of Vincennes.) In so
serious an affair he contented himself with
sending Vidocq, and the person who had in-
formed him of the meeting, to reconnoitre.
Vidocq was soon convinced, by the quantity of
corn that had been trodden under foot, that
some thirty or forty persons had met
there.
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They perhaps wished to “have a day of it,”
instead of which they had tAree days.

Carlier was therefore an enemy of the Pré-
fecture, which he wished to deprive of 1ts power.
I saw at once that this secret police would bring
back the old system of espionage.

They endeavoured to circulate calumniatory
reports against me in the different corps de
garde, and among the people. I acquired the
certainty that this hostility emanated from the
Hotel de Ville, where my ultra-republican
principles were often the subject of criticism
and denunciation. I redoubled my zeal and
activity, so as to leave no loop-hole for slander.

The Republic, in fact, was already in danger.
From every side my agents informed me that
the royalists entertained great hopes of turning
the elections 1n their favour. The most absurd
stories were bandied about respecting the
patriot candidates. The accounts from the
provinces spoke of reactionary movements,
and even the members of the Provisional
Government were not spared. They were
styled ¢dnnkers of blood,” and promoters of
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pillage, although their conduct in no respect
warranted such accusations.

Thus, in the country it was said that Ledru
Rollin was lavishing millions; they did not
say whence he got them, and that he passed
his nights in bacchanalian revelry with aban-
doned women, such as “la Marie,” and la
¢ Martine.” It was added, that representatives
of the old stock should be appointed, who
would prevent the division of property.

This utopia of a division of property, which
then hung suspended like the sword of Da-
mocles above the head of the landed propmnetor
and man of property, never issued from the
mind of a real democrat.

The magic word which was to strike terror
into the hearts of the dourgeoisie was borrowed
by the conservatives themselves from a placard
of Citizen Cabet, and falsely converted into a
weapon against the popular party.

The communists took the place of the sans-
culoties, and became the bugbears of the day.
It was curious to hear the moderates talk of
shooting and exterminating every one suspected
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of entertaining communist ideas: they did not
then foresee that that accusation would at some
future day be retorted upon them by men more
spotless than themselves.

Thus, in the anstocratic salons of Paris,
MM. Cavaignac, Marrast, Sénard, and com-
pany, were looked upon as red and wild repub-
licans; and M. B d, a legitimist represen-
tative, said at a sowrée, °“that from such a set
there was everything to fear.” I perfectly
agree with him; but in what sense did he
mean 1t? certainly not in mine.

At Troyes, Amiens, Rouen, Bordeaux, and
other towns of the south, the reactionists,
who durst not move their little finger in the
month of March, began to rear their heads.
They persecuted, by misapplied abuse, the
men, who, after February, had forgotten the
past, and only nourished this single desire--
the formation of one great and common family.

In this manner some of the clubs, and espe-
cially Blanqui’s, accused the Provisional Go-
vernment of treason, and demanded the ad-
journment of the elections, that they might
enlighten the people as to their true interests,
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and on the choice of men best fitted to repre-
sent their wants and wishes.

The adjournment of the elections was a great
mistake. Those who demanded a month’s
delay, overlooked the fact that in April the
effect of February would have melted away, as
every revolution is followed by an attempt at
reaction.

It is quite evident that if the elections had
taken place on the 25th of March, a greater
number of democratic candidates would have
been returned to the Assembly. The delay of
one month was not sufficient to enlighten the
people, who neglected to vote in the capital,
whilst their vigilant enemies collected all the
votes they could muster; and in the provinces
they allowed themselves to be misled by the
hypocritical harangues of the royalists of the
eve and of the morrow.

T he credulityand culpable levity of the people,
no less than the recklessness as to the manner
in which their affairs are conducted, are very
often the chief causes of their ruin. Gradually
they feel a hatred and contempt for their rulers,
and speedily afterwards think of revolt. The
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country suffers: no conclusion is come to, and
the whole work is to be done over again.

The privileged men say, “ What have the
people to complain of? Have they not obtained
universal suffrage? Are they not free to choose
their own representatives ? and if we are in the
National Assembly, it is because we really re-
present their interests.”

It is very easy to refute this special pleading;
but 1t 1s not the less dangerous when 1t 1s em-
ployed, as it has been, to mislead the masses,
and the uneducated portion of the nation.

The subordinate members of administrations
and the army can easily be controlled by their
superiors. The master manufacturers and heads
of workshops can sinfluence the votes of their
subordinates, by threats of dismssal. The
priests of the church can mislead those whom
it is their duty to direct into the right path.

It is thus that the simple and credulous
natures of some, and the fear and blunders of
others are made available in influencing the
elections.

Instead of temporising, the democratic por-
tion of the Provisional Government should have

B 3
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adopted the wise proposition of Louis Blane,
“to draw up at once a really republican con-
stitution, to be presented for the sanction of
the National Assembly.”

It is evident that such a constitution, pro-
portionate to the wants of the country, and at
once adopted by the people, would have been
unanimously and enthusiastically voted by the
advocates of universal suffrage.

No one would have then dared to attack the
inviolability of the representatives, and the
fatal days of June would not have stained the
history of France.

The hesitation of the men in power to realize
those reforms that were indispensable, the
intrigues of the reactionists, and the violence
of certain imprudent patriots, were of a nature
soon to destroy that harmony which 1t was
endeavoured to establish between all classes.

The well-intentioned citizens, reasonably
alarmed at the tendency of affairs, and fore-
seeing an inevitable conflict, came forward and
denounced the culpable hopes of the enemies
of the Republic.

At the same time Blanqui in his club waged
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his war of hatred against the Government,
pointing out day by day its defective adminis-
tration. He accused all men, democrats or
others, who did not, back and edge, approve of
his ideas, and share his violent sentiments.
And the counter-revolutionists did not neglect
the opportunity of turning the insensate violence
of this club to account, by creating alarm in
France.

This excitement of the public mind was a
continual source of anxiety to the men of the
Hétel de Ville.

I, with others, beheld with sorrow, this com-
plicated and dangerous state of things. It
was with repugnance that the thought flashed
across my mind, that soon perhaps reason and
justice would perforce have recourse to violence.

I called upon some devoted friends who had
influence with the bourgevisie, to impress it
upon them how much it was their interest to
maintain peace, and to show them that they
should not compromise the Government, by
forcing it into a retrograde hine of policy.

I had a conversation on the subject with M.
Lamartine, who came to seeme. He expressed
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to me his fears of the intentions of the people.
I told him they would always be found mag-
nanimous, provided the promises of February
were kept ; and that with the assistance of my
friends, I hoped to prevent them from resorting
to false and precipitate measures.

I must add, that I pressed him warmly to
join the democratic minority of the Provisional
Government, so as to establish an equilibrium,
which was indispensable to the success of the
revolution.

He replied that he would think of it. M.
Lamartine and myself agreed on many points ;
for instance, on all questions respecting order,
and the general interests of the public, though
our principles were not the same. He seemed
to fear the enfranchisement of the working
classes, whilst I desired by every practicable
extension to abolish class interests.

There are few practical men who have made
a serious study of the social questions now
mooted concerning the working classes. The
majority of new political and social problems
are often discussed by the workmen, with a
power of reasoning which would at times bring
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our statesmen to a stand-still. I do not hesi-
tate to assert that that man is ignorant or
superficial, who would condemn or desire to
adjourn so many i1mperious measures.

I also warned the Minister of the Interior of
the complaints of the people against the re-
actionists, and alluding to the extravagancies of
Blanqur’s club, I said that I regarded that
assembly as dangerous to public order.

I had received that morning a visit from a
friend of Blanqui’s, a certain Flotte, whose
great defect was, that his character had been
soured by the sufferings he had undergone,
during many years’ imprisonment. He told
me that Blanqui1 was on good terms with La-
martine ; that he often visited him, and that if
Ledru Rollin liked, Blanqui would call upon
him.

“ Wherefore should I have an interview with
Blanqui ?’ said Ledru Rollin to me.

¢ Because his intentions are perhaps after all
not so bad as they are represented to be; and
if he does not explain himself satisfactorily, he
can at any time be treated as an enemy.”

¢ He is a man who has a bag of gall where
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his heart ought to be,” replied Ledru Rollin,
¢“and if I did receive him, he would go about
boasting of having brought me over to his
wishes. Let us hear no more of it.”

I did not insist, the more so because I shared
the opinions of Ledru Rollin, and should at all
events have acceded to his; moreover I was
aware of certain intentions which little disposed
me to come to terms with the dag of gall.

On that morning I proposed to the minister
to augment the number of the Republican
Guard to six thousand men,—five thousand
foot and one thousand horse,—all to be good
and true republicans, capable of propagating
the democratic principle of conciliation, and of
putting down any attempt at disorder. He
replied that the Government already looked
upon this new force with an evil eye, as being
too revolutionary, and that it would be wise
not to push the matter.

I contented myself, therefore, with increasing
my body of secret agents, and remained upon
my guard.

Notwithstanding the honeyed advances that
were continually made to me, I mistrusted
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them, not fearing an open attack which I
should have braved, but those machinations
which soon precipitated us into the second
period of the revolution.



CHAPTER 11.

The first months of the Revolution—Sigmficant dates—The
24th February, 17th March, 16th April, 15th May, and 23rd
June—The workmen on the Champ de Mars—Fourteen
officers of the staff—Socialist standards—Offering to the
country—Absurd rumours—The commumsts—The cooks—
Blanqu: and the Committee of Pubhic Safety—Louws Blanc
and Albert—A bone to gnaw at—Ledru Rollin orders the
drums to beat to arms—Agitation and intoxicating excite-
ment—The square of the Hétel de Ville—Courtais and
Duvivier—Review of the workmen—¢‘Down with the
communists !’’—Invention of Citizen Marrast—*¢ Vive Louis
Blanc ""’—¢ Vive Ledru Rollin!'”’—M. Garnier Pageés and
populanty—Dupont de I’Eure—Abolition of the proletariat
—Lamartine the poet—Character of the demonstration of
16th April—Down with the Revolution of February'—
Hypocrisy of the Provisional Government—Address of the
workmen of the Luxembourg—Appeal to concord—The real
republicans—The Revolution 1n danger.

TaE first months of the revolution have
each of them a most significant date,—

The 24th of February, 17th of March, 16th
of April.
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We shall have to speak afterwards of the 15th
May and 23rd June.

The 24th of February was the victory of
the people by force of arms; the 17th of
March, a victory of peace gained by calmness
and good sense.

The 16th of April was the first day upon
which the reactionary bourgeoisie openly took
the upper hand.

On Sunday, the 16th Apnl, at six o’clock in
the morning, the workmen to whom February
and the Luxembourg had given a constitutional
existence, were assembled on the Champ de
Mars to nominate fourteen officers of the staff,
for in the new organization of the National
Guard the ruling power wished to recognize
the preponderance of the popular elements;
thus, in addition to the captains of the staff
attached to the different legions, the workmen,
the students, the men of letters, the artists
had the right of electing a certain number of
officers for the service of Paris.

At an early hour in the morning the work-
men arrived from all sides, with standards fly-

ing, which bore, as in February, the mottoes,
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¢ Abolition of subserviency of labour for other
men’s profit!”” ¢Organization of peaceable
labour!” < Equality "” and others.

The flag-staves were stuck into_the ground,
and the workmen commenced their delibera-
tions. Some of them began by making a col-
lection, as an offering to the country; and it
was decided that a procession should leave the
Champ de Mars to present this tribute to the
Government at the Hoétel de Ville, with the
result of the elections and the prayers of the
people for national fraternity and the prosperity
of the Republec.

Whilst the workmen were thus quietly mak-
ing their selection, the most absurd rumours
were suddenly spread through Paris, which
threw the whole population into a state of
alarm.

It was reported that the communists (the
bourgeoisie thus designated the workmen as-
sembled on the Champ de Mars,) had made
themselves masters of the Hétel des Invalides,
and had set it on fire; that they were pil-
laging the Faubourg St. Germain ; that they
were fighting in the Faubourg St. Antoine,
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and that the Hotel de Ville was attacked.
There were other and similar rumours.

In the Faubourg Montmartre and St. Denis,
the most contradictory and malicious reports
were purposely circulated.

My agents brought me word that the work-
men were perfectly quiet, and that their atti-
tude denoted no hostile intentions.

At a later hour they informed me that the
workmen were leaving the Champ de Mars in
one immense column, with banners flying, on
their way to the Hoétel de Ville. Their num-
ber was estimated at forty thousand.

They were preceded by a deputation of
twenty of their number to reassure the Go-
vernment of their intentions.

I was also informed that on this day all the
cooks of Paris were to hold a meeting in the
court-yard of the Louvre, and that they pur-
posed paying a visit to certain restaurateurs of
the Palais Royal.

I caused this guartier to be strictly watched,
but I had no act of violence to record.

I acquired the certainty that Blanqui was
not present at the Champ de Mars, as it had
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been affirmed; and if it was true that his
agents were mixed up in the crowd, they
would never have succeeded in misleading the
multitude into any act of imprudence or vio-
lence. There was no question of a committee
of public safety. Louis Blanc and Albert at
that time possessed an immense influence with
the people. I was in a position to be able to
form a correct opinion upon their tendencies,
which were altogether pacificc From them
accordingly there was nothing to fear.

At this period the working classes were
entirely absorbed by the study of the or-
ganization of labour, and had not the re-
motest 1dea of commencing a struggle against
the Government. The working classes were
anxiously expecting that material amelioration
of their condition which had been solemnly
promised to them when their services were
needed. This is so true, that many patriots
accused Louis Blanc of paralyzing the revo-
lutionary spirit of the people by causing
them to apply their minds to material inte-
rests only. They also accused the colleagues
of Louis Blanc of having got up the national
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workshops at the Luxembourg to divert the
attention of the workmen, and prevent them
from managing their own affairs.

¢ They have thrown the people a bone to
gnaw at,” was the expression made use of,
¢ which, however, will be taken from them
as soon as it is practicable.”

However this may be, all these alarming
and perfidious rumours told. The Mmister of
the Interior, who, above all others, ought to
have known and formed a correct estimate
of the people, fell a victim to the general
panic, and ordered the rappel to be beaten
in all the gquartiers of Paris.]

In less than an hour the whole capital was
stirring ; battalions were marching in every
direction towards the square of the Hotel de
Ville, there to form a living rampart against
the enemies of the Republic. The faubourgs
and the banlieue sent forth their inhabitants
to defend the Republic in danger. Paris
seemed to have got the staggers.

Meantime, the column of workmen was
steadily advancing in good order along the
quays, and was soon in presence of the Na-
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tional Guard and the Garde Mobile, who,
regarding the workmen as enemies, opposed
their progress. The Hotel, and the approaches
to it, were rendered impassable, and the inof-
fensive workmen could not make their way to
the Provisional Government. Hurt at this
reception, they were venting their ill-humour
in murmurs, when a report was spread that
Louis Blanc had been assassinated. The mur-
murs then took the shape of threats and im-
precations.

Generals Courtais and Duvivier now ordered
a passage to be opened, to allow the column
which had arrived from the Champ de Mars to
file off before the members of the Provisional
Government.

'This, however, was done with great difficulty.
A thick-set hedge of National Guards was
drawn up 1n front of the Hétel de Ville, which
increased in numbers every moment, — so
largely, indeed, that it almost obstructed this
popular manifestation, which lasted for many
hours.

It 1s worthy of remark, that all this time
some fifty individuals perched upon the steps of
the Hoétel de Ville never ceased crying: ¢ Vive
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la Republique!”— Down with the Commu-
nists ”> cries, which were more or less repeated
by the National Guard, and which might have
been taken as an insulting provocation to the
workmen. This manceuvre, the honour of the
invention of which is attributed to Citizen Mar-
rast, had the desired effect. It split the people
1nto two parties, and rekindled the animosity
which, until this unlucky day, had been to all
appearance appeased. And whilst these cries
were uttered of ¢ Down with the Communists,”
the cortége as it passed, shouted “ Long life to
the democratic Republic! long life to Louis
Blanc! long life to Ledru Rollin !’

M. Garnier Pagés, who has always had a
most unhappy passion for popularity, slipped
in between his two colleagues, who were thus
cheered by the people, and passed his arm
through that of Ledru Rollin. The latter at-
tempted to shake him off.

¢ How, mon bon, will you not give me your
arm ?” said Garnier Pagés.

¢ If you gave me your hand oftener at the
council table,” replied Ledru Rollin, ¢ you
would have a better claim to my arm in
public.”
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At this moment, all the members of the
Provisional Government were standing on the
steps of the Hotel de Ville. Some of them
advanced into the midst of the ranks of the
National Guard and the people, Dupont de
PEure at their head, leaning upon the arm of
Louis Blanc. They afterwards appeared at the
windows of the council chamber.

Deputations succeeded deputations to the
Hotel de Ville. These were chiefly composed
of workmen, who came to declare that the
people desired a social and democratic republic,
the abolition of the proletariat, the organiza-
tion of labour and of association. KEmissaries
of the banlieue came to offer their support to
the Provisional Government. And Citizen
Lamartine, who spoke at great length in the
midst of this crisis, exclaimed *¢ that no dissen-
sion was possible among the members of the
Government;” adding in a lower tone, ¢ that
the indivisibility of the Provisional Govern-
ment should be the civic crown of that magni-
ficent and unanimous demonstration.”

And this was in truth the character of the
demonstration of the 16th April; the senti-
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ments of the people, if not its views, were
opposed to the counter-revolutionary majority
of the Government, which called in the Na-
tional Guard to its assistance, thanks to the
inexplicable connivance of the Minister of the
Interior.

M. Ledru Rollin having caused the drums to
beat to arms, all the enemies of the revolution
thought 1t a most excellent opportunity to go
and protect their accomplices at the Hoétel de
Ville; and it was thus that the bourgeowsie of
the National Guard kept shouting throughout
the evening, ‘“Down with the Socialists!”’
that is to say, “ Down with the Revolution of
February'!”” whilst the people shouted “Away
with the proletariat!”

The 16th of April has been justly denomi-
nated the “ day of dupes.” 'The friends of
reaction alone turned it to account.

This did not prevent the Provisional Govern-
ment on the following morning from comparing
in a proclamation, the bourgeois day of the 16th
April to the popular day of the 17th March.

In a proclamation issued on the 17th of

April there was the following paragraph:—
VOL II. c
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¢“The 16th of April has only tended to con-
solhidate what the 17th of March had so power-
fully inaugurated. Like the 17th of March,
the 16th of April has proved how firm are the
foundations of the Republic. Citizens; the
unity of the Provisional Government represents
the unity of the country! You have under-
stood this; receive our thanks!”’

Forsooth, the same harmony existed in the
nation as was to be found at the Hobtel de
Ville! A pernicious schism, alas! between the
two classes of citizens! Harmony !—Anarchy!

It is manifest from these avowals, and from
those of M. Lamartine in his eloquent dis-
courses to the deputations, that the events of
the 16th of April were provoked and turned to
account by the reactionary majority of the
‘Government, and that they confirmed them in
power.

And yet, next day, the workmen of the Lux-
embourg sent in a protest, in the shape of a
public address. The public journals and
public opinion gave various interpretations of
the problematical proceedings of this day, and
on the 18th, the Government itself was obliged
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to make an appeal to the good understanding
and concord between all citizens, who for two
days had evinced hostility towards each other.

The true republicans, the partisans of a
democratic and social republic, were not, how-
ever, deceived as to the signification of the 16th
April, and of the fatal results to which it would
lead. They perceived at once that the revolu-
tion was betrayed, and that the destinies of the
Republic were in danger.
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Paris divided against itself—The 17th Aprnl—The guard-
houses—The 18th Apnil—The rappel beaten—The Ministry
of the Interior—The staff—The epidemic of fear—State of
siege of the Hobtel de Ville—Stories respecting the com-
munists—Saturnaha of muskets—Police patrols—40,000
men—Blanqu non nventus—M. Cabet—Generals Courtais
and Duvivier—Proclamation respecting the rappel—The
National Guards pursue the workmen—Arrest of Flotte—
The blouse and the cloth coat—Am I a-communist >—The
penalty of death—Respect for property—Social discord—
Popular decrees—Abolition of the meat and hquor tax—
Tax on luxury—A permanent magistrature not approved
=——Dismissal of M. Barthe—Sixty-five generals on the
retired hst—Hypocnsy and intrigues—Oath and perjury
«of Lowis XVI.—Conspiracy agamnst the Republic.

Tue 16th of April, besides splitting Paris
into two parties, occasioned many acts of
aggression against the communists, and other
citizens who wore the blouse of the workman.
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The following day was spent in the exchange of
violent language in the different guard-houses
and on the Boulevards; nevertheless public
tranquillity was not disturhed, and it might
have been presumed that the excitement having
blown over matters would resume their ordi-
nary course. But on the morning of the 18th,
at six o’clock, the rappel, or call to arms, was
beating in every street of Paris.

In the twinkhing of an eye, Paris had all the
appearance of a besieged city. )

I sent to the Minister of the Interior to
inquire what great danger threatened the capital.
The reply was, that they were ignorant of the
cause of this sudden call to arms, but that it
was reported that the commumsts were about
to attack the Government.

I sent another message to the staff. The
brain of everybody seemed to be turned that
day. The epidemic of fear had increased in
intensity since the Sunday.

The Hoétel de Ville was making every prepa-
ration to maintain a siege. My messengers
whom I had sent in every direction, kept
dropping in with the intelligence that the
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National Guards were everywhere hastening
to the depét of arms of each separate legion,
affirming that they were aware that the
communists proposed making a general confla-
gration, and putting every one to the sword,
and that the Provisional Government was
surrounded at the Hoétel de Ville.

The Republican Guard and the Montagnards
were confined to their barracks. I was exas-
perated at the idea of being held responsible for
this Saturnalia of muskets, without a cause, and
for a moment I entertained the idea of placing
myself at the head of a stronz patrol, to call the
inhabitants to order in an energetic proclama-
tion. This was the more practicable, as every
moment the patriots of the different quarters
came to tell me that their companies were
ready to follow my instructions.

That day I had forty thousand men ready to
do whatever I might bid them, but the Govern-
ment left me half the day without informing
me of 1ts intentions.

I was told that the National Guard were on
the track of Blanqui, and that it was also their
intention to proceed to the house of M.
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Cabet, either to arrest him or to pillage his
house.

Blanqui, as usual, was non inventus. I de-
spatched a reinforcement to M. Melchthal, the
Commissary of Police of the guartier inhabited
by M. Cabet, with express injunctions to pro-
tect that citizen and his domicile, with all the
means at his disposal, within the limits of the
law.

Happily no such deplorable attempt was to
be regretted.

Generals Courtais and Duvivier passed the
1st Legion in review. General Courtais ,who
had given the order to beat the rappel, thanked
them, adding that their zeal had exceeded his
intentions, and that all he had desired was to
call together a small number of armed citizens.
The mayors of some of the arrondissements
had also caused the rappel to be beaten without
orders, and the Government thought fit to
rebuke them in the following proclamation.

“ FRENCH REPUBLIC.—].IBERTY, EQUuALITY,
FRATERNITY.

¢ Considering that a call to arms without a
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cause is likely to excite disorder in the city and
to alarm the public, and that it is detrimental
to commerce, labour, and industry, by fatiguing
the National Guard ;

¢“The Provisional Government expressly
orders, that the rappel be not beaten in Paris
without special orders from the Minister of the
Interior, or from the Mayor of Paris, and, in
exceptional cases, by the mayor of the re-
spective arrondissements.

“ Any contravention of this order will be
severely punished.”

In the evening the Boulevards were in a state
of agitation. Men in blouses were pursued
and arrested by National Guards, on the pre-
text that they were communists. Some of them
were brought to the police office, without any
other warrant for their arrest than the caprice
or malignity of their enemies. I examined
some of these men in the presence of their
captors, and I can affirm that there was no
grave motive whatever to justify their arrest.
Flotte was one of them, though he afterwards
endeavoured to deny it. He told me that he
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approached a group who were reading a placard,
when some National Guards ordered them, in
a brutal manner, to disperse, and that having
asserted his right to remain he was arrested.
I set him at liberty at once.

The reports of numerous patrols quieted my
anxiety as to the consequences of these acts of
aggression, but they did not fail to leave a
moral effect. The fusion which it was so
desirable to establish, was far less attainable
than before. The citizens in blouses had dis-
covered that they had enemies in those that
wore cloth coats. The fraternal compact, if not
torn in half, was at least becoming more and
more disregarded.

I am not a communist, that is to say, I do
not subscribe to all their immediate theories,
but I cannot help saying, that on this occa-
sion injustice was done them. The persecutions
to which the.y were exposed, only served to
increase their number.

The name of communist was applied to every
devoted republican. According to the reac-
tionists, they were drinkers of blood, and ought
to be swept from society : they were accused of

c 3
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culpable intentions, and yet the most ardent
democrats hailed with enthusiasm the abolition
of capital punishment; and the respect shown
for property is the best answer that can be
given to those misapplied calumnies.

But these social discords of the 16th, 17th,
and 18th of April, at the same time that they
procured for the Provisional Government the
assistance of the National Guard, made them
also aware of the sullen discontent that reigned
amongst the masses. The 16th of April was a
surprise ; and many of the legions who marched
past the Hétel de Ville would have refused to
turn their weapons againt the workmen, whose
distrust and anxiety they shared.

The Geovernment felt that it was necessary to
conciliate the working population by some
means favourable to the people, and the two
following decrees were placarded all over Paris,
which the National Assembly lost no time in

revoking.
¢“In THE NAME oF THE FRENCH PEOPLE.

¢The Provisional Government,

¢ Considering that the subsistance of the



CITIZEN CAUSSIDIERE. 35

people ought to be one of the first cares of the
Republic,

“That above all things it is necessary to
diminish the price of articles of food, which
add to the strength of the workman, decrees:

« Art. I. At Paris the tax on butcher’s meat
is abolished.

“ Art. II. The tax is to be substituted by,
1. A special and progressive tax on pro-

prietors and lodgers, paying 800 francs rent
and upwards.

‘2. By a tax on private carriages, on dogs,
and on men servants, where there is more than
one man servant in a family.

¢« Art. III. The Minister of Finance is autho-
rized to apply these measures, with the shortest
possible delay, to the country towns.

“ Art. IV. The Minister of Finance and the
Mayor of Paris are charged with the execution
of this decree.

¢ Given in a Council of the Government, at
Paris, on the 18th of Apmnl, 1848.”
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The Provisional Government,

¢ Considering that the tax on liquors weighs
heavily on certain qualities of wines: that this
tax imposes 100 per cent. on the original
value of the usual beverage of the workmen,
whilst the tax on fine wines is only 5 or 10

per cent.,

¢ Decrees :

“The Minister of Finance, and the Mayor
of Paris, are to present, with the shortest
possible delay, a regulation modifying the tax
on wines; these regulations are to be based
upon the principle of proportionate equality
proclaimed above, its object being to place a
healthy and nourishing beverage within reach
of the workman, and to punish severely any
attempt to dilute the quality.

¢“ Given at Paris, in the Council of the
Government, on the 18th April, 1848.”

At the same time, the permanency of the
magistrature was declared incompatible with a
republican form of Government, and many
magistrates, high in office, were relieved of



CITIZEN CAUSSIDIERE. 37

their duties, and placed on the retired list, with
a number of colonels and officers of the staff.
But the faithful servants of royalty, the
Dupins, the Bugeauds, and men of the like
stamp, were left untouched.

This lasted for a few days only, and was only
obtained by the threat of resigning, on the
part of certain members of the Government,
who felt themselves compromised by the majo-
rity of their colleagues.

Thus, curiously enough, the most direful day
for the republic was that on which the-most
popular measures were realized. But it proved
after all but a new act of hypocrisy, which cost
but little to the faction of the Hoétel de Ville,
for they were working all the time to stay the
revolution.

It is said that Louis XVI., on the very day
he took the solemn oath of fidelity to the
French constitution, conspired with the emi-
grés; it will be shown hereafter that mem-
bers of the Provisional Government were
conspiring with the royalists on the very
day when, instigated by prudential fears,
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they put their sign manual to revolutionary
decrees, which they afterwards voted to annul,
and which, in fact, have been since can-
celled.



CHAPTER 1V.

Signs of fresh disturbances—Arming of Paris—The small
arsenal of the Préfectare—The fire brigade and the men of the
Halle—Night patrols—General Courtais—The Luxembourg
and the Tournon barracks—Plot against the Government—
The distribution of fire-arms—Opinion of the Enghsh ox
the National Guards—Civil war—Down with the guns—
—Law and history—The pretenders—Pohtical education—
The Council of Mimisters—Private ambition—Umniversal
suffrage—Popularity and decorations—Organization of the
National Guard—Reduction of the army—Return of con-
fidence— Association — The shopkeepers— Purchases and
sales—Rags and the baker—The Mont de Piété—The
children hungry—Bread for two days—The palace and the
garret—The dreams of the Jourgeo:s—A. patriotic govern-
ment necessary for a great people.

ArTER these recent shocks, all the old
questions revived. Hitherto the confidence
of the people, the good understanding between
all classes of the citizens, had been guarantees



40 MEMOIRS OF

for the public safety. After the excitement of
April, every one was taking precautions against
the disasters which every one foresaw.

Although the Government had already dis-
tributed an immense number of muskets, it
was found difficult to satisfy all the demands
of the citizens who required arms. I myself
found it necessary to establish a small arsenal
at the Préfecture, that I might be prepared to
repel any sudden attack. I obtained some
thousand rounds of cartridges and muskets for
the service of the fire-brigade in case of emer-
gency, whose leaders promised me their instant
assistance. The barracks of the fire-brigade
are contiguous to the Préfecture.

A word from me would have brought to my
assistance some hundreds of determined fellows
from the Halle, or Corn Exchange. I had a
plan drawn up of the Préfecture; it is very
open to attack; but with due military precau-
tions, and a good garrison, it would _be a
formidable post. At night regular patrols
went their rounds both inside and outside.
General Courtais and the WMinister, Ledru
Rollin, on their night inspections, never found
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our vigilance relaxed; in times of revolution,
it is always indispensable to have a certain
number ready to act at a moment’s notice.

The Luxembourg also entertained some
fears. I sent there a detachment of devoted
volunteers, and I reinforced the Tournon bar-
racks, which adjoin that palace, so that it
might be ready to render efficient assistance
in case of need.

It was there that the councils of the Provi-
sional Government were chiefly held, and one
hundred resolute men might have carried them
off without resistance. It was, therefore,
necessary to entrust the dictators of February
to the care of the revolutionists themselves.

Without designating any one in particular, I
may mention that information, on which I
could confidently rely, was conveyed to me
that a plot was on foot to seize all the members
of the Government. I caused the parties in
question to be strictly watched.

The Hoétel de Ville was hikewise placed on a
war footing. The royalists called it la ribotte
des fusils.
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Our neighbours across the Channel cannot
understand the institution of the National
Guard. They are of opinion that a wise
Government should disband it entirely, and
entrust the safety of the capital to a standing
army within the walls. Besides the great
number of troops that such a system would
render necessary, the people, if they thought
themselves justified in bringing about a revolu-
tion, would find arms some how or the other,
and everything would be made use of as a
means of attack. A horrible civil war would
be the result, which would terminate only
when there were no more combatants. Cause
the acts of the Government to be in accord-
ance with the general will, and you may lock
up your muskets without fear of disturbances.

A reactionary Government will always fear
the exactions of the people; but those who
are acquainted with the practical common sense
of the working classes, know that they are
always satisfied with the fulfilment of the pro-
mises that are made to them, and that they
would always be disposed to give their enthu-
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siastic support to a power whose moderation
taught it to consider itself only as the instru-
ment of the interests of all.

To this end the President ought not to be
anything more than the first agent of the public
opinion of the country. If he should prove
dishonest or incapable, his authority should be
withdrawn from him without more ado.

To entrust one man with the government of
all the others 1s the surest way to encourage an
attempt upon their liberty.

These truths are every-day truths, and they
cannot be repeated too often, or known too
extensively. Let citizens accustom themselves
to place the law above everything else, and
history would not have ta record any more
continuous massacres for this or that pre-
tender.

Compulsory and gratuitous education would
produce a race of men endowed with common
sense. Every young citizen should be made
acquainted with the laws that maintamn the
common rights of his country.

The departments should send in their report
to the Assembly, whose duty it should be to
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analyse them, and submit them to the vote of
the Council of Ministers. This council should
choose a President from their own body, with-
out any supremacy over his colleagues, and
these might organize the means for carrying
into execution the decrees he should propose
for the sanction of the Assembly.

I am only repeating here the recommendation
of men of integrity, who wish to see a stop put
to the intrigues set on foot by private ambition.
‘Will this result he obtained without once more
having recourse to violence? Let us hope so.

The people ought to regard universal suffrage
as their real lever; they ought to study well
the character of every candidate who presents
himself to obtain their confidence: as yet they
have but a distant glimpse of the science of
socialism. They cannot be too much on their
guard against the fine speeches showered upon
them. This reliance upon their own power
would prevent many future miscalculations.

The people’s esteem is the most noble of all
recompenses. Beware of according it rashly,
as has been the case with decorations.

At the time of which we are writing, there



CITIZEN CAUSSIDIERE. 45

were two hundred and fifty thousand armed
citizens inscribed upon the lists of the National
Guard. It would have been desirable to have
had them all in uniform. The more wealthy of
each company should have contributed a certain
sum to provide uniforms for those who could
not afford them. Harmony, so necessary to
social order, would have been a gainer by it,
and all jealous rivalry would have disappeared.

With a well orgamzed National Guard, a
reserve of five or six thousand men would have
sufficed in Paris for extra service. The army
might have been reduced one-third at least.
This would have been a saving of a hundred and
fifty millions to the state, which could have
applied that sum in the cultivation of waste
lands, and by so doing have relieved the over-
crowded population of the towns. Where then
could violence have found its strength to work
with? With no outbreak there would have
been no anxiety. The alarmists deprived of a
pretext to heighten the terrors of the merchant,
activity would have been restored to commerce;
and gradually that confidence which every one
invoked, but which fear despaired of seeing,
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would have returned nuturally, and of its own
accord.

On the other hand, whilst preparing a con-
stitution on a broader basis than that they have
patched up for us, it was the duty of the Go-
vernment at the same time to facilitate the asso-
ciation of the working classes; and if some inter-
mediaries had been displaced by this industnal
movement, at all events it would not have
prevented them from enjoying a hearty dinner.

Put the question to thirty thousand Paris
shop-keepers, they will say that the discount
and monopoly of the great houses ruined them
before February. To-day they complain that
they cannot sell their goods. But how comes
it that sales are put a stop to? Who are their
customers? Their real customers, are they, or
should they not be, the people?® 1Is it not the
masses who determine the great movements in
trade? But at present our people are famished
and go about in rags and tatters that their
centime may go to the baker’s.

If in these impoverished dwellings there still
remains a garment or a bed-quilt, it is not long
before a poor woman may be seen entering
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timidly, with tears in her eyes, into the shop of
some money-lender of the Mont de Piété. This
man unrolls the bundle and asks:—

“ How much do you ask upon it ?”

¢ Give me ten francs.”

The money-lender pushes away the bundle
from him, and replies :—

“ We are overdone with old clothing, we can-
not advance you more than forty sous upon it.”

The poor woman entreats for five francs at
least, alleging that it is still quite good, and
that it cost twenty-five francs when new. Itis
in vain,—the judgment has been pronounced.

She then folds up her bundle, and retires,
but after going a few paces, she recollects that
her children are hungry, and that she has
nothing to give them. She returns, and takes
the forty sous of piety !

She will be able to procure bread for two
days.

Paris can boast of many splendid palaces,
but many fearful garrets.

Whilst the poor man is abstemious from
necessity, the rich man draws in his expenses,
and hoards up his capital. The shop-keeper
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sees his rent-day approaching, and his bills fall
due. He also has his sufferings. If he sleeps
for a moment he dreams of bankruptcy. But
the selfishness of the dourgeois prevails. Instead
of complying with the claims of his customers,
the workmen, he recriminates and rallies round
his patrons, the bankers, to stifle the voice of
justice. He does not perceive that he is firing
upon his own class; he grows choleric, and
talks of powder and shot. Doubtless he would
be quite justified in defending himself, if the
workmen threatened to pillage his shop, but as
yet, whatever may have been said to the con-
trary, out of one hundred workmen, ninety-
nine would be found ready to wreak summary
justice upon any wretch who Sshould take ad-
vantage of an insurrection to resort to pillage,
or to exercise his revenge.

These reflections are not altogether beside
my subject. I was placed in a position that
enabled me to study the political ideas and the
acts of the working classes, and without being
blind to faults which are to be attributed to a
want of education, I may say that all the most
generous sentiments are inherent in their nature;
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and with such a people what great things might
not an intelligent and a patriotic Government
effect ?

Let us remember who it was that came first
to place his offering on the altar of our country.

It was the workman. It was also the work-
man who was the first to shed his blood upon
the barricades of the Republic.

VOL. II. D



CHAPTER V.

La Révue Rétrospective—The secret societies of 1838—The
msurrection of May—Blanqui and Taschereau—Court of
Inquiry—Barbés, Martin Bernard, Raisan, Lamieussens—
Blanqu’s protest— M Carlier’s police — Conspiracy of
Blanqui’s Se:ds—Attempt to assassinate me during the
might—Warrant of arrest against Blanqui—Lamartine_refuses
to sign 1t—The Commissary of Police and Blanqui’s body-
guard—Dormes the head of the conspiracy-—Fear of a
struggle with the Montagnards—Eleven at mght—The
mutineers—The revolt put down—Dormes 1s arrested—
The St. Victor barracks—The black sheep—The purification
of the ranks of the Montagnards.

TrE Révue Rétrospective published early in
March a denunciation of the secret societies of
1838, with an account of their ramifications.
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and the part they acted in the events of May.
This report, attributed to Blanqui, caused great
excitement amongst the patriots. A court of
inquiry was instituted to investigate the affair.
I was called upon to tell whether it was I who
had given this document to M. Taschereau. I
repeated what I told Blanqui the evening before,
when he came to put a similar question to me,
that I was completely ignorant of the existence
of this document, which had been found in the
portfolio of the Minister of the Interior. The
hand-wniting was not Blanqui’s. It was after-
wards ascertained that the document had been
copied by a certain Lalande, an ex-Secretary of
the Chamber of Peers, who for the last three
years had been living in retirement in the
country. The various occupations of all the
members of the committee prevented them
from thoroughly investigating this affair, but
every one was convinced that Blanqui alone
had made those revelations, whilst under sen-
tence of death.

Citizens Barbés, Martin Bernard, Raisan,
and Lamieussens, affirmed that those details

D2
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could only have been communicated by him,
and that the description of the characters of
the different members was precisely the same
as that drawn by Blanqui in his confidential
moments, to each of them.

Blanqu loudly protested his innocence, and
hurled insults upon, and accused his enemies of
calumny. But he did not succeed in clearing
lumself, aud men doubted lus integrity. He
nevertheless retained some fanatic and devotegd
Tartisans.

I must say, that the researches I had made in
the archives, with a view of throwing some
hght upon this mysterious business, led to no
result.

For some reason, moreover,—and up to the
present moment I am ignorant wherefore,—I,
with many other democrats, was an object of
hatred to him.

He succeeded in smuggling some of his par-
tisans into the Préfecture, to entice my Mon-
tagnards to his club, and to endeavour to tempt
them to insubordination.

Many of these new comers were down upon
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the police list as old offenders, or as individuals
who had belonged to the old police.

A certain Sieur Dormes, who, after the eva-
cuation of the Tuileries, had entered my troop
with some thirty others, was specially attached
to M. Carlier’s police. He recruited so-
called barricade men, and was the Seiwde of
Blanqui.

I soon discovered that this band of traitors
had hatched a plot, which was to break out
during the night.

They were to enter my chamber while I was
asleep and murder me in bed; they were then
to seize upon the arms in the Préfecture ; and
counting upon friends outside, were to pro-
claim an insurrection. Some accomplices in
the Hotel de Ville were to act in a similar
manner there.

This project was moditied. They knew that
I always had arms near my person, and they
feared resistance. As I always retired very
late to rest, it was agreed that a deputation
should wait upon me during the mght, and
put me to death with their daggers.
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I thought this was carrying the joke too
far.

I had their movements watched by those
who revealed the plot to me, but with the in-
tention of stifling it before it got wind.

I received at this time a visit from Colonel
Rey, the commandant of the Hotel de Ville.
I told him to be on his guard, and he replied
that he anticipated an attack.

I had been ordered by the Government to
have Blanqui arrested. The signatures of
Lows Blanc and Albert, who were absent, were
wanting to the warrant. M. Lamartine posi-
tively refused to put his name to it.

A httle later the Government withdrew
the order for the arrest of Blanqui, and M.
Landrin, the Procureur of the Republic,
informed me of this step, by the following
letter :—

¢“ MY DEAR CAUSSIDIERE,

“The Government, on the receipt of my
letter, sent for me, and informed me that they
could not authorize the arrest: I therefore



CITIZEN CAUSSIDIERE, 55

pocketed the compliment, and thus we are re-
lieved of all responsibility.

“1 wrote according to the terms agreed
upon ; they requested me to_keep a careful eye
upon suspicious characters.

¢ <¢That is Caussidieére’s business,” I replied,
and he will not fail to do his duty.

¢ Salut, Fraternité,

“ LANDRIN.
“3rd May, 1848.”

I intrusted the execution of the warrant to
the Commissary of Police, Bistoglio. He
proceeded with four of his men to the house
occupied by Blanqui. He left two 1n the alley
leading to 1t. and placed two on the staircase.
After knocking at the door of the room, he was
admitted into an ante-chamber, in which there
were some twenty armed individuals, who eyed
him suspiciously from head to foot. He saw
at once that 1t was impossible to execute the
warrant ; and he withdrew after exchanging a few
common-place remarks with Blanqui. Fresh
measures were resorted to for his arrest, and
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he was strictly watched. But that night he
slept out, and redoubled his precautions against
surprise.

In making a report of his mission, Bertoglio
told me that he recognized Dormes, the Mon-
tagnard chief, amongst Blanqui’s guard.

That very evening, as soon as he returned
to the Préfecture, 1 sent five men to arrest
him. He appealed to his men, who would not
allow him to be made a prisoner, and who
seized their weapons, threatening to destroy
everything with fire and sword, and to blow
up the Préfecture. The majority of the Mon-
tagnards also seized their weapons, and a
sanguinary struggle was about to take place,
when I was informed of what was going on.

It was eleven o’clock at night. The insur-
gents had intrenched themselves in the back
part of a dark court-yard; I told my men to
stand aside, and breathless with indignation I
walked into the very midst of the mutineers.

“I am aware,” 1 said, “that you have con-
spired against me; which of you is it that pur-
pose assassinating me during the night? Here
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I am at their mercy. You are all armed, and
against whom? You entered this service the
last, and you wish to lay down the law! You
are the mere tools of disorder. Are you eager
to deserve the name of brigands, which your
enemies give you? I shall not give up to the
tribunals those who entertain evil designs, but
you shall quit the Préfecture; I shall punfy the
ranks, and Dormes shall sleep this might in
prison.”

The majority, perceiving that things had gone
too far, gathered around me. Dormes, with
great effrontery, denied his guilt, and intreated
to be left this night only with his comrades.
He promised to surrender himself a prisoner
on the morrow.

I made them lay down their arms, and the
night was passed in watching, but without noise.

On the following morning Dormes attempted
to leave the Préfecture, when I had him ar-
rested.

I then assembled the chiefs of the Montag-
nards, and ordered them to retue to the bar-
racks of St. Victor, where they were to purge

D 3
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their ranks, by turning out the bad characters
whom they had too easily permitted to creep
in amongst them.

They left the Préfecture during the day, to
the number of four hundred, leaving only a
guard of thirty men on duty.

At this time I receiwved the following letter

from Ledru Rollin.

“ Paris, 19 April, 1848, Midnight.
“ MY DEAR CAUSSIDIERE,

%1 have this moment been told by Albert,
who has just left a Montagnard, in whom he
places implicit confidence, that the men you
ordered to leave the Préfecture in the course of
the day, purpose making some attack during
the night. They displayed a number of cart-
ridges, which they say they are disposed to
make use of.

¢ Albert looks upon this as certain; I do not
believe it; but, by way of precaution, it would
be as well to inquire into it, and to take your
measures, by having the barracks strictly
watched.
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¢ Should you stand in need of reinforcements,
drop me a line at once, and I will send some
of the Garde Mobile, who may be relied upon.

“7T repeat I do not believe the story, but
Albert is so convinced of the veracity of his
informant, that I must neglect no precau-
tions.

“The attack is to be on the Préfecture and
on the Hotel de Ville.

¢ Good night,—as usual, not to sleep.—Ah!
Saint Just was right!

“ Tout a vous,
“ LEprvu RorLrLin.’

For two months the Montagnards never left
me. I had always, as much as possible, given
ear to their requests when they appeared just,
and had rejected firmly what I regarded as un-
reasonable. They left the Préfecture with re-
gret, but the more sagacious amongst them saw
the necessity of this departure; at the same
time, they promised me to turn out from
amongst them all the black sheep, as they ex-
pressed it.
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After two days they returned, having dis-
missed eighty of their former comrades, and
they had not increased their number when they
were disbanded, which event took plack on the
16th of May.



CHAPTER VI

The Féte of Fratermity—The 20th Apnl—Distribution of
flags—Electric influence of the multitude—Recollections of
my father—Fears of agitation—Insurgent projects —Pre-
caution and prudence—I leave on horseback, at the head of
the Republican Guard—The platform of the triumphal
arch—Impressions of M. Lamartine—The warrant for the
arrest of Blanqu 1s cancelled — Sarcasms of M. Marrast —
The staff of the Government—A bevy of elegant women—
Aspect of the Champs Elysées—Spring and the lilacs—
Flowers and ribbons at the point of the bayonet—Review
of the whole capital—Colonel Barbés—The army to the
Republic '—Long ,Iife to the wounded of February'—The
filing off by torchhght—Four hundred thousand soldiers—
Improvisation of Ledru Rollin—Concord and Fratermty—
Paris at midnight—What has become of the Republic ?

TaE distribution of flags was the most bril-
liant day in the annals of the young Republic.

On that day, the 20th April, all the citizens
that met together for that solemnity were bro-
thers, and all became subject to that irresis-
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tible magnetism which influences great mul-
titudes, and all with equal enthusiasm hailed
the daybreak of the Republican Government.

Notwithstanding my ardent wishes for order
and the union of all Frenchmen, I did not dare
to hope for so glorious a result. It will re-
main engraven upon my mind as long as life
lasts,—that day which renewed my confidence,
and which proved to me how the love of hu-
manity elevates man, and causes all the nobler
feelings of an immortal soul to expand within
him.

On the morning of that memorable day I
was low in spirits, weary, and sad; in the
evening I could have rehinquished life without
regret. I could have said, “ Vidi—I BAVE
SEEN !

Oh, my father' if the hand of death had
spared thee only a few months longer, and
allowed thee to be present at this grand spec-
tacle of fraternity thou wouldst have forgotten
thy life of long-enduring misery and suffering
for the sacred cause of the people!

This recompense was due to thee, and oh'!
how deeply did I regret thy absence'!
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Noble blood tells! Thou who wast ushered
into the world, and held for Christian baptism
by royal hands*; thou who didst receive the
names of two princes, who promised thee their
protection, and vowed to serve thee in default
of thy family;—thou didst afterwards prefer to
follow the bent of thine own persuasions, and
to enter the service of the Republic. The
campaigns of Italy and of Egypt were the
field of thy valour and thy glory. The latter
part of thy Iife was spent in honest obscunity.
Thy last words when I pressed thee to my
heart,—my voice choked with sobs,—were
prayers for the Republic. This recollection
of thy noble sentiments will make me redouble
my efforts to become a better man, and to
aspire to thy elevated virtues.

This digression, prompted by my heart, will
be pardoned, but it was the moment most
congenial to my feelings to connect the me-
mory of my father with the recollection of this
memorable day.

®* My grandfather was attached to the Embassy of Vienna ;
my father was held at the baptismal font by the Archduke
John Ferdinand of Austria and the Empress Beatrice.
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The low spirits and the depression I felt in
the morning, were not without a cause.

The ill-omened reports spread the evening
before had not ceased. For instance, it was
asserted that certain agitators purposed taking
advantage of the day’s proceedings to create
disorder in the ranks of the citizens, and to
seize upon the Hotel de Ville and the Préfec-
ture of Police. Others proposed shouting,
“ Down with Louis Blanc! Down with Ledru
Rollin > who was accused of the most contra-
dictory acts, and especially “Down with the
Socialists,” as was the case on the 16th Apnl.

These large assemblages were always a
cause of alarm to me, and I never failed to
take such precautions as prudence dictated.
A strong detachment was placed within the
Préfecture, and men stationed at regular dis-
tances kept up ia continual line of commu-
nication with me at the triumphal arch at the
Barriére de P’Etoile.

At seven o’clock in the morning, all the
companies of the Republican Guard and of the
Montagnards assembled at the Préfecture. We
left early to place ourselves at the head of the
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column that was to commence filing off from
the triumphal arch.

I was on horseback, with Colonel Mercier
on my right hand, and surrounded by a staff of
officers of the Republican Guard.

Notwithstanding the many things I had to
attend to, a feeling of happiness and pride
came over me ; and when I arrived at the head
of a body of men, whose martial appearance
excited universal admiration, before the mem-
bers of the Provisional Government, who were
seated on the platformin front of the triumphal
arch, I was too much overcome to address a
few words of sympathy to them, as I had
intended.

The heart-stirring shout ¢ Vwe la Répub-
lLique!” from every man of my troop, and a
military salute with my sabre was my only
demonstration.

I drew up on the right hand of the amphi-
theatre, and established a line of troops, both
horse and foot, to keep back the crowd, who,
upon this occasion, had not to complain of the
rough usage and knocks from the butt-ends of
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the muskets of the men, with which they were
regaled under the monarchy.

The rain which in the morning had threat-
ened to deprive the féte of some of its splen-
dour, ceased, and the sky brightened. The sun
soon burst forth in all its glory, and reflected
its joyful rays on the myriads of bayonets
which covered the avenue of the Champs
Elysées.

Having received the most satisfactory reports
of order and tranquillity, I determined to
enjoy the coup d’eeil from the platform, where
the Members of the Provisional Government
were assembled.

On expressing my satisfaction to M. Lamar-
tine at a solemnity so reassuring for the des-
tinies of the Republic and 1ts future safety, he
replied :

““You may be sure that the character of this
immense manifestation is favourable to pro-
perty and order.”

It was on this occasion that he, and some
other members of the Provisional Government,
requested me to cancel the warrant for the
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arrest of Blanqui. ¢ The patrietic unanmimity
of the day,” he added, * will cause the men
who entertain evil designs, to pause.”

¢“1 am of opinion,” I rephed, “that it will
have an excellent effect both upon internal and
external enemies.”

I learnt afterwards that the reports of the
different Ambassadors were conclusive as to
the maintenance of peace and amicable rela-
tions with the Republic.

The members of the Provisional Govern-
ment appeared pleased and moved by this
imposing festival. One of them alone seemed
terribly bored. It was M. Marrast, who gave
vent to his 1mpatience in sarcastic expressions
which I shall abstain from repeating.

All around us, thrown, as it were, together
into one mass, were the wounded of February,
the decorated of July, the emancipated politi-
cal prisoners, the staff of the army, numerous
deputations from the magisterial body, the
different administrations, and other services of
the State. Close behind us an amphitheatre,
arranged so as to be on a level with the vaulted
archway, was thronged with ladies elegantly
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dressed, and who had been presented with
bouquets of flowers.

But the most magnificent spectacle was that
immense avenue spread out before us, with its
fringe of lofty trees, already covered with the
first leaves of Spring. As far as the eye could
reach, from the Barriére de P’Etoile, to the
Tuileries, there was one mass of armed men,
and bayonets glancing in the sunshine, in the
midst of a close, compact, and moving mass of
human beings. Dense columns of men advanced
regularly towards the triumphal arch, filing off
before it with military precision, in two lines,
one to the mnght, the other to the left, after
saluting the Republic and its representatives.
The branches of the trees were bending under
the weight of men and children, who had trans-
formed them into boxes and galleries. Bouquets
of flowers, branches of trees, ribbons and lilac,
floated merrily at the point of the bayonet;
there was a movement of life, without tumult;
blouses and coats of every colour were inter-
mingled with wuniforms; costumes of every
description of armed and unarmed citizens;
children and women, the whole population,
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every class of society, came and went to and
fro, shouting with enthusiasm, *“ Ve la Ré-
publique 1> 1t was, so to speak, a review of
the entire capital, a simultaneous rising of the
whole French people, to hail the Republic.

The Moniteur has noted down some re-
markable incidents, amongst others, the Tol-
lowing:

¢“The 12th Legion, commanded by Barbes,
had taken the lead of all the other legions of
Paris, as being the most distant from the spot
where this magnificent scene took place. The
Colonel on horseback spurred forward, amidst
universal applause, and addressed the Pro-
visional Government as follows:

¢« ¢Jf the Legion I have the honour to com-
mand is the last number on the list, you may
be sure it will not be the last in the defence of
the Republic> This speech was hailed by the
multitude with the most unbounded enthu-
siasm.

¢ The Colonel of the 49th Legzion in passing
before the platform, saluted with his sword the
Provisional Government, and exclaimed: ¢The
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army to the Republic,’ and the people clapped
their hands.”

When the wounded of February filed off
with their flag, many of them still suffering
from their wounds, those heroic and painful
marks of their patriotism, and wearing the grey
over-coat of the invalid, the Provisional
Government, greatly moved, rose to a man,
and the people, no less affected, shouted, “Long
Iife to the wounded of February ! ”

The distribution of the flags took place
at the commencement of the review, to the
different companies of engineers, pompiers,
marine, cavalry, infantry, national guard, to
the wounded of February, &c., &c. The filing
off commenced at ten in the morning, and when
night set in it had not terminated. Thousands
of torches, and a brilhant i1llumination, now
added additional splendour to the féte; the
rays of light glanced hke sparks from the steel
bayonets, and in the distance lofty shadows
vanished into the darkness, of hundreds of
thousands of men, who were still succeeded
by others, advancing with a rapid and firm
step, and saluting as they passed, the members
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of the Provisional Government, who still sat
upon the platform, amidst the glaring light of
a thousand torches.

The Monteur calculates that at the very
least four hundred thousand armed men filed
off before the Provisional Government. Never,
in the annals of history, has so mighty an
armed multitude displayed its ranks in so
limited a space, on so short a notice, and with
so much order, as on this occasion. Never did
the capital of a great people make so colossal
and so re-assuring a demonstration. It bore
the aspect of one immense family, armed all,
and all actuated by the most profound and
fraternal sympathy.

At ten at might the last column passed before
the triumphal arch. Some of the members of
the Government had already retired.

As soon as the review was over, the Mon-
tagnards and the Republican Guard formed into
rank, and gave up their position to the River
National Guard, to escort the Minister of the
Interior to his hotel.

The cortége advanced by torchlight, pre-
ceded by the orchestra of the Gymnase Drama-
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tigue, playing patriotic airs, the cadences of
which were caught up and sung by all present.

On arriving in the court-yard of the Minister,
M. Ledru Rollin addressed the citizens, in an
inspiriting extempore discourse, calling upon
them to maintain harmony and fratermity.

In my turn I was escorted to the Préfecture,
where I expressed my thanks to my patriotic
men, enjoining them to be prudent and active
in the fulfilment of their duties, that by so doing
they might gain the affections of the people.

At midnight the city, still illuminated, retired
to rest with a sense of security, and a happy
augury of the future. What have they done
since then with the popular Republic, and with
the revolution of February!

We await a reply from the Provisional Go-
vernment, from the Executive Commission,
from the National Assembly, from Cavaignac
the dictator, and his ministers!



CHAPTER VII.

The 23rd April—Commencement of the Elections—Various
surmises—Alarm of the royalists—The audacious, the
skilful, and the cowardly—Declarations of principles—MM.
Billault, Dufaure, Dupin, Barrot, Thiers—Intrigues in the
Provinces—The new trimty. L’Ordre, la Famille, la Pro-
priété—Morality of the Monarchy—Social reforms—Com-
mumsm and the country—Circulars of the Mimster of
the Interior—The Bulletin of the Republic, No. 16.
— George Sand — The false national representations —
Agitated state of Paris—The Clubs and theiwr candidates—
Deaf-and-dumb candidate—Unity of the bourgeoisie—The
Constitutionnel, the S1écle, and the National—The false work-
men—DPopular committees—The Luxembourg and the Clud
des Clubs—Neghgence of plebeians—The elections of June
and of September—Lows Blanc on the 27th—Electoral
frauds—Proclamation of the 23rd April—The thirty-four
deputies of Paris —Lamartine and Lamennais—I receive
133,779 votes—Comphments and bouquets.

TaE Provisional Government had fixed the
23rd of April for the commencement of the

general elections. The result of this, the first
VOL. II. E
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application of universal suffrage, was a source
of anxiety to all parties, and it was impossible
to form a notion as to what proportion of Con-
servatives and Republicans would come out of
this lottery,—for so it might be called.

The royalists, greatly alarmed at first, did
not dare to present themselves for a time, and
seemed to acknowledge that to organize a Re-
public, it was necessary to be, or to appear,
republican. The more enterprising gradually
entered the lists; they were followed by the
skilful, and even the most timid who had hidden
their heads since their cowardice in February,
now came forward. The public was regaled
with deprecatory and hypocritical declarations
of principles, from MM. Billaut, Lasteyrie,
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