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Having first duly svorn zn oath 2s on attached sheet

snd in accordance with th: drocedure folloved 1in my country
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while the kuronean and aAmerican oowe had swiffly modernisec
their armaments as a result of VWorld War I, Janan h:

her arms in the same condition 2s they had been in the previr
century, and therefore stressed that in order to verfect our
national defense with a minimum of arms, we must

imHrorement in qualitv. That I did not try to insni

nositive »olicy toward Manchuria and Mongollia mavy
illustrated by the fact that, when an incident broke out
later, I streniously maintained the nolicy of non-exdansion

to such an extent that I was attacked for being too
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of ficer on dutv in the VWar Ministry, and handed a telegram
desoyatched by the 8Snecial Service Orian in Mukden.
about 1l0:50 p.m. 0of the 1l89th the
Railway northwest of Mukden had odeen
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troons, that our rallway guard unit had




heen fired uoon and thi.t the Second Rattallon ol tTae
dent Garrison had started to move to the spot. &bout
later a telegram came {rom vomnander
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vening of an extraordinary cablinet meetl
Meanwhile the General 3taff Headquarters had a also reccelived
a similar telegram and Chief of the General Staffl KaN.X.,
Asesistant Crief of the Gen
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sending roinforcements to Manchuria admited of no delay, but
1 8top order was communic .ted to him through the " hief of
General Staff.
In the afternoon of the £1st, while
sultcotion with Pramier WAKATSUKI ofter the conclusion of
the Cabinet mee g 3nd all ccbinet ministers, had retired,
a teleirim arrived from the Cormander of the horcan Army, re-
porting that, moved with irresistible s athy over the
ervent  requests of the Awantung hrrmy, he had, at his own
1scretion, order the Shingishu hixed brigade to cross the
0order. after conferring with the Premier, I renorted the
:
border crossin the Xorean Army at its own disceretion to
cabinet meeting held in the morning of the following doy,
the 22nd. The Cabinet, taking into censideration precarious
nosition of the Kwantung Army, saw no nlternative, but to
-pirove the despatch of the said brig:de and the defrayal of
exnenscs accompanying such cction. The Prime Minister ime

mecdliately renorted the affair to the “raperor, the Chief of
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the Gencral S,aff following sult, and the Imperial Order, for

the cerossing of the border was corrtmnlicated to the Korean
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military anthorities. A4s 1 had been requested tn serve
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TAKAHASHI, War Minister HAYASHLI ana tice lilnister
entrustecd with the task of having the government's
tﬁ%ouﬁhlj cerried out in lManckoukuo. Not only had the
Janan-i'anchuokuo Protocol veen concluded and Jdanan recogniz«
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I voluntarilr requested to be relieved from my nffice.
i was relieved of my post on March 6, and placed on the
waiting list on april 18, and 'as transferred to the re-
serve list on April 22. Soon aiter my return to Janan, on
I was unexpectedly appointed Governor General of
it *as my predecessor as Governor General of Korea,

eral UGAKI, vho recommended me £s his successor. I took

this office not as soldier but as civilian. As all militar

«ffairs were under the exclusive charge of the Commander
of the Korean Army, I never handled military matters duriln
tenure of office in Korea. #s Governor General, 1 have
nothiing to say except that 1 devoted mrself entirely to the
elevation of the status and conditions of the Kor-:an people.
sifter my retirement as Governor General of Korea on May 29,
1942, I was ajpointed a frivy Councilor, which 208t 1 held

until larch 1945. During my tenure of office #is lMajesty
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consulted the Privy Council with regard to a pronosal con-

cerning the revision of the government organization regula-
tions to place the governor-generals of Korea and Iormosa
under the jurisdiction of Home lNinister, in consequence of
the establishment of the iinistry of Greater

ffanirs in October 1942. At that time, I was appointed
member of the Investigation Committee of this pronosal DY

President of te Council. J4Although 1L did not utter a
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singly word about the liinistry of Greater Fast .isia tie
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\ffalrs, 1 vigorously opnosed the government pnronosa
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the basis T nersovr. in3.'ance, because 1
lest the new mecsure have varicas undesirable ef 1
colonial azadministration. However, the »Hroposal
over my objection by the majoritry. I have rHt:
sav with referrence to inv tenure of office as

12, The Imperial Rule Assistance 20litical Pociet~
the KONQOE Cabinet by the dissolution of all "olitical
parties, gradually lost the confidence of the neo>le, and
in 1ts place the DAINIPPON SuIJI KuI (Janan Political
Association) was established on idarch 90, 1945. Unlike the
former, the latter was not a2 government serving orzanization.
The chief aim of the new cssociation was to reflect nublie
opinion upon government, and thereby correct the nnlicic:
of tre govemment and the militarr., In this reso
new crgunization was fundamentslly different from the TIme
nperial Rule Assistance Political oocliety, which rad no
link whatsoever with the people. I was recommended to lead
this association by those who used to hold leading position
in the former Seiyukai and Minseito Parties -ecause in their

was
ovinion 1 cest qualified to restrain and control soverne
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ment and the military. Reallzing entersely the necessitvy
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