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Def. Dot. No. 1928

staff officcrs and unit commanders about_problems of strategy,
education and self-government. At each meeting General

KIMURA gava necessary instructions. At the meeting on
strategy when I presented mysélf, he delivered repeated addres-
ses 1n reference to the maintenance of millitary discipline

and to winning public favor. It was also emphasized to the
same effect at other meetings. We, as his subordinates,
concentrated our efforts to carry them out in obedience to

his intentions.

Because of racial similliarities, from the very beginning,
the Japanese Army and the Burmese people were well dlsposed
toward each other. Generally the Japanese Army was cautious
and prudent in actioﬂ and enforced 8trict military discipline
and thereby had won the con}idence of the Burmesc people at
large. W1lth the increasingly heavier pressure of troubles
by war, an anti-war feeling was gradually stealing into the
hearts »2f the Burmese people. Particularly since the latter
period of the battle of Irrawaddy, in view of Japan's obvious
defeat, an anti-Jdapanese tendency seeméd to have been brought
about among a certain portion of the pceople, from the time
of the revolt of the Burmese National Defense Army.

6 After the failure of the operations in the Impahl zZone,
the 15th Army suffered heavy losses both in number of troops
and arms. Remarkable decline was seen of morale aﬁd physiéal

strength. More than that, a great number of soldiers were
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Def. Doce NO. 1928

effect. Upon my assumption of post, I thought it was of
initial urgency to make it thoroughly known to the wholec Army
of the intention of General KIMURA. The review 6f military
discipline in our Army was carriecd out by the Commandecr of

the 15th Army KATAMURA and myself, with a view to thoroughly
informing the soldiers of the intention of the Area Army
Commander. At that time, Commander KATAMURA took charge of
the review of the major units directly attached to him, and
I, iIn his place, took charge of the minor. The commanders

of ﬁrmy corps under the 15th Army likewise executed revicw on
their sub-units. In those days the 3lst and the 33rd Divi-
slons were retreating with extreme difficulty, but despite the
situation, Commanders of both Divisions took pains to carry
ont the inspection of troops with regards to military dis-
cipline on the battlefield and applied due and prompt punish-
ment to unit commanders for neglect of taking good care of
arms. AS regards our relations with the Burmese people, the
scorched earth tactlies was, of course, prohibited and appropri-
ate facllitlies for retreat were afforded to official and
civilian evacuees. It was nlso ordered to avoid setting bil-
lets and any army camps in residential districts. In this
way the forces at the front put up with ﬁll inconveniences to
keep the people from suffering from the ill effeqts of war,

Also after that, at the time of evacuation from Maymyo (about
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Def. Doce Noe 1928 Translated by
Defense Language Branch {

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

-8 - | ,

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION (Translation;
Deponent: YOS ' "y Jempachil
Having first duly sworn an oath as on ct.. >cd sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

I hereby decpose as follows.

My name 1is YOSHID&, Gompachl. 1 was forﬂerly in scervice

as Major General. I was born on January 18, 12891, and now
live at No. 55, 6 chome, Noborito, Chiba-chi, Cribta rrel,

In December 1915, I entered the Military Acadcuy. After
graduating from the Academy; I occupled varioug posts. 1

was appointed Commander of the Rangoon Air Defense forces in
August 1943, and late in September 1945 Chief of Staff of the
15th Army where I rcmained until the end of the war,

2e General KIMURA, Heitaro, came to the City of Rangoon to
assume his office‘on September 12, 1944. The next day in the
compounds of the Headquarters of the'Burma Area Army, General

KIMURA delivered an address to men and officers of the whole
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Def. Doce No. 1928 ' Translated by

Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

-VS-

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION (Translation)
Deponent: YO " _Jempachl
Having first duly sworn an oath as on et..lcd sheet

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

I hereby depose as follows,

My name is YOSHIDi, Gompachi. I was formerly in service
as Major General. I was born on January 18, 1894, and now
live at No. 55, 5 chome, Noborito, Chiba-ghi, Jiiba Pref,

'In December 1915, I entered the Military acado. . Afte
graduating from the Academy; I occupied various posts. 1

was appointed Commander of the Tangoon Air Defense forces 1in
August 1943, and late in Septerher 1945 Chlef of Staff of the
15th Army where I rcmainsd until thc end of the war.

Qe General KIMURA, Heitaro, came to the Clty of Rangoon to
assume his office on September 12, 1944. The next day in the

compounds of the Headquarters of the Burma Area aArmy, General

KIMURA delivered an address to men and officers of the whole
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Def. Doc. No. 2018

was adjourned on December 20, as 1t was then deemed advisablo to
enable the delegates qf the Powers to consult their home govern-
ments on the results of the conversatlons so far attained. It was
arranged, however, that a close contact should be maintain:d be-
tween the Powers during the recess, and that the negotiations
should be r-opened as soon a8 a proper moment arrives. Wo gincaprn?
hope for, and are devoting our best efforts to bring about, an
early rosumption of thesc negotiations for the achisvement of a nev
cquitable agregment which will émoody the principles of non-agresS-
sion and non-menace and effect an actual and sweepling armamcent

rcduction, and advance thoereby ths cause of world peace.,

vital cconomic relatlonship of mutual interdeﬁendance unparallel-
ed elsewherc, But also by u historical bond of friendshiv cver since
the coltmencement of their Intercourse. The e sxists no question
betwe:n the two countries Which 1s intrinsically difficult of an
amicable solution. Cértalnly, it is unimaginablc that there should
be any cause of conflict between Lhe two countries separatcd by mje
vast expanso of the Pacific. As fonr our former ally Great Sritein,
while it is true that in order to safeguard oup oversesa trade, we
have yet to digeucs various matters with that country, 4 gcan not
think of any part of the globe, where the adjustment of intevests

betwesn us might be considered in any way unattainable. It is
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Def. Doc. No. 2018

was adjourned on December 20, as it was then deemed advisable to
enable the delegates of the Powers to consult their home govern-
ments on the results of the conversations so far attained. It was
arranged, however, that a close contact should be maintaincd be-
tween the Powers during the recess, and that the negotiations
should be rocopecned as soon as a proper moment arrives. Wo sincora?
hope for, and are devoting our best efforts to bring about, an
early rosumption of thesec negotiations for tho achiecvement of =a nev:
cquitable agregment whieh will embody the princioles of NON=-agresS=-
sion and non-menace and effect an actual and sweeping' armament
rcduction, and advance thoreby the cause of world peace.

Japan and the United States have been bound not only by e
vital cconomic relationship of mutual interdependence unparallel-
ed elsewhere, but also by & historical bond of friendshiv cver since
the comlmencement of their intercourse. The re exists no quastion
betwesn the two countries which is intrinsically difficult of an
amicable solution. Certainly, it is unimaginable that therc should
be any cause of conflict betwecon the two countries separatcsd by the
vast expanse of the Pacific. As for our formor ally Great Spitain,

while it is true that in order to safoguard oup Qyversea trade, we

have yet t0 discucs verioyus matters with that country, 4 can not
think of any part of the globe, where the adjustment of interosts

between us might be considered in any way unattainable. It is
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Def. Doc. No. 2018

was adjourned on December 20, as it was then deemed advisable to
enable the delegates of the Poﬁers to consult their home govern-
ments on the results of the conversations so far attained. It we
arranged, however, that a close contact should be naintainsd be-
tween the Powers during the recess, and that the negotiations
should be rcopened as soon as a proper moment arrivea; We sincaroe?
hope for, and are devoting our best efforts to bring about, an
early resumption of thesec negotiations for the achievement of a nov
aquitable agregment which will embody the principles of non-agresS-
Slon and non-menace and effect an actual and sweeplng armament
rcduction, and advance thoreby the cause of world peace.

Japan and the United States have been bound not only by &
vital cconomic relationshiv of mutual Interdependence unparallel-
ed elsewhers, but also by a historical bond of fricndshin ever sincc
the colmencement of their intercourse. The e exists no question
betwezn the two countries which is intrinsically difficult of an
amicable solution. Certainly, it is unimaginablce that there shou’
be any cause of conflict betwean the two countries separatecd by t
vast expanse of the Pacific. As for our former ally Great 3ritein,
while 1t is true that in order to safoguard our oversea trade, wo
have yet to discucs verious matters with that country, L can not
think of any part of the globe, where the adjustment of interssts

between us might be considersed in any way unattainable. It is




