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A#RAKI Sadso et al

Sworn Deposition (Tronslation)

Deponent § e U*Phovn, Junz

Having firceh duiy sworn an ocath as on atteched sheet ani

in-accordance with the procedure followed in mv country T

herety dercse as folicws.

le Ny name is P'7} RAOKA, Junzo. I wi:a bogpr in The Hiroshiui

Prefecture on Jzauary 1, 1890, the Z3rd year of Nelji, and

appcinted cecond lievtenant in the ATy on Dees. 25, 1912, the

1sv year of Taisho. After having psssed, since then, through

ordirary-coursed in the Army, I was appointed an atteche to the

Comrander of the Bumma Area Army in March, 1943, and remained

In the same ‘post to the end of the war. T was Colonel at the

¢ime of surrender. T am now detained in Sugamo Prison.

2. In thé last part of Februnfy, 1944, T was appointed to

hold the additiﬁnal rost of the adviser to the Burmese Covernment

_and had, thereafter, comparatively many*opport
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with the important men, in the Burmese Government prea.

by Dr. Bahmo.

sen. KIMURA, WhoO assumed his post as the commander OF

n the middle of September,
politissly and strategically

O
1044, amlicdst

e Burmese Lrea ATMY 3
£t gifficult situation both

he mos
tion, made 1% his special e

since the Impahl opera or.cern to

Burmese pecple. g0 since hils

secure the confidence of the
siale opportunity

pipss arrival, he t0OX advantage of every poss.t

nce and to warn the solilers under his
2y St

Lo emnhasize i+49 importa

g the Tanenese reasidents 1in Barme

command, &8 weli &

- effanvtc.

4, Since %the 1at:ter part of Ochober, 1924, GET. KIMURA had

g le2Uding men of whe Burmeac

voral clouse etﬂvereetiagswith man

se
tond, he listened

governmen'’. ¥WVETY
onrhcotly o the Burmeso,
ve at each meeting for five

ment presented, he transmittec

time when T happened ©TO at
letting tThem frankly advance thelr

or six hours.

cpinicons without reser

ricking D suggestions “for 1mprove

‘hem to those conéerned immediately for correction.

These talks were heartlily received b* a1l Rurmese leaders.

e Burmese feellngs toward Jepen were greetly improved through

these meetlings.

Ambessador ISKII and Dr. RiHO had regular

5 L ] Gen . FIWRH
d to promote rutual under-

at 1east once & month, end trie

talks,
ebruary, 1945, the strateglca

Since'ebout 13 1 situation

standings.
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in Burma became worse day by day and the living conditions of

the Burmese people became worse also. So Gen. KINURA often
forewarned his staff officers that though they were preoccupied
by pressure of severe operational demands, they must not forget
the feelings of the Burmese reople, and that they should not
lose.their popularity with the Burmese, even at the sacrifice of
some part of the military operations, and had directed the releas:
of some textlle goods from the Japanese 4Army to the Burmese
clvilians, and the limitation of the quantity of graln purchased
by thé Japanese Army. Furthermore, I often witnessed the scenes
in the Departmentél Chief Conference or other occasions, in
which he was urging the Chief of the Medical Department of the
irmy under his assignment to promote medical relief for the

siﬁk and wounded caused by bombardment, etc., among the Burmcss
people.

6. Listening personally to the peorles!' voice through the
Burmese leaders, Gen. KIMURA had, notwithstanding the scarcity of
papef, a leaflet entitled "The Attitude to Take Toward the Rurmese
People" compiled, printed and distributed among soldiers and the
Japanese residents. PFurthermore, he had the Vice Chief of his
Staff, etc., glve lectures on the kindly treatment of the Rurmese
peoples to the important Japanese civillans in Burma.

7. Such syrpathy and sincerity of Gen. KIMURA as above men-
tionéd toward the Burmese people helped regain the Conference of

the - B




DFF. DOC. #1920 \

Burmese 1In the Japenese Army which has been lessening through
her disadvantageous war situatlon in the whole Pacific battlc
arca, especially in Burma, so that the antl-Japanese underground
movements by some groups of Burmese who were arlsing since the
rainy season of 1944 was temporarily stOpped.

It was about November, 1944, that many Burmese leadcrs C Om=
prising Dr. Bahmo, ¥r,. Takin Miya (Vice Premier), Mr. T Ton iun
(Minister of Cooperation), Mr. Takin Tanton (Minister of Demand
and Supply) and Mr. Uba Win (Home Minister) told me that thevy
were happy to have a benevolent Commander with good understanding
good will and deep sympathy toward Burma, and that they expected
that the anti-Joepanese atmosphere which wes aprearing in some
groups of the Burmese would rrobably be swept away;

8. 1In February, 1945, when the wanr sltuation in many dis-
tricts was at 2 most adverse stage to Japan, the handeraft
exhibition was held at Rangoon uﬁder the sponsorship of the
Japanese and attracted the Burmese numbe ring from 50,000 to
100,000 every day. Furthermore, movie theatres in Rangoon City,
numbering seven or eight in 111, were almost packed every day end
night even after the rebellion of the National Defense Army in

the latter part of March of the sane year.

9. At the time of evacuation of the Japanese .irmy from
Rangoon, Gencral LIVURA, having deliboeruote <ly decided not to'
= T




Def. Doc. 1920

e incur the war disaester upon the Burmese people, prohibited, by

-

order, the burning of the property of the Burmese people. ..t

the evacuation, furthermore, he left the Burmese leaders to Go
&s they liked and so a half of the ministers remained in Rangbon.

~10e As the adviser to the Burmcse Government, I

sometimes heerd the Burmese Governmen® complein of the iunior
grade Japanese military men end civiliens, but I never heard,
during the tenure of my office, of the cruelty committed by the
soldiers of the Burma .,.rea .rmy spoken of by either Governmental

authorities or the people,

On this 8 day of July 1947

At Ir 71'-*.;.-:_11: F-_;El-

i

DEPONENT /S/ EIR4OKi, Junzo (seal)

1, KORETSUNE, Taetsumi, hereby certify that the above state-

ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed hLis signature &nd

seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

= '3 On the sane dste
L]
.t the same place

Jitness: (signed) /S/ iORETSUNE, Tetsumi (seel)
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OATH

In accordance With my con

Sclience T Swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

o

/S/ HIR/ QK4 Junzo(seal)
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