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DOCUMENT NO. 5134 {’ ¥ Page 1

q}‘\/"ﬁ/:

ARTHUR SEAFORTH BLACKBURN, sworn and examined:

I am SX6962 Brigadier Arthur Seaforth Blackburn., I
was G.0.C., A.I.F., in Java and was taken priscner with my
troops on 12 March 1942, Uantil early in April we were not
placed uncer clcse confinement. I have spent most of my
time as a priconer of war in the following camps: Cycle
Camp, Batavia, from 3 April 1942 to 29 December 1942, I
was then taken viza Changi and Moji in Japz2n to Formosa
where I was in prison camvs at Kzarenko, Tamasata and
Shirakawa until 1 October 1944 ....eene0es00. We travelled
to Formosa and arrived in Karorko cemp, on the east coast
of Formosa, on 1 February 1943. Within a few minutes of
arriving I was ordered by the Jananese Commandant, Captain
Namura, to sign a form undertaking to obey without question
all orders of the Nipoonese, Upon my informing him that
it was against my honour ¢ sign any such form and that I
would not do so unless compelied so to do, he struck at me
with his fist, but T managed to dodge the biow, He then
sumroned sentries from the guardhouse, who seized me and
took me to the guardnouse and prcceeded to strip off all
my clothes, boots and socks, Just as I had got down to my
underpants, an officer of the camp, whom we know as Foxy
Percyx--I do not know his name otherwise--entered the
guardhouse, placed a sentry each side of me and proceeded
to strike me with his fists and to kick me. He struck me
some 30 or 40 times in the face, head, neck and chest,
until he finally drove me into a corner of the guardroom
where he again struck and kicked me. I was then led along
a passage to a cell,

B & & & 0 & b &0 P s ¥ 20 e

csses Included in that camp were the senior British, Dutch
and American Generais from all Pacific fronts, the Governors
of Hong Konz and Federatcd Malay States and the Chief
Justices of the Federated Malay States and cof Singapore.

How were they treated?--They were treated the same as
everyone else in the camp. I have seen sentries - private
soldiers - striking the Governors, the Chief Justices, &s
well as General Percival, General Wainwright and other?
senior officers, 7

General Percival was there?--Yes, I have seen him
very severely beaten by sentries, private soldiers., The
general treatment in the camp was extremely severe. Beat-
ings were literally a daily occurrence and it was utterly
imposstble in this camp to avoid these beatings. Impossible
rules were made as excuses for punishments. For example,
we suddenly found that a rule existed, of which we had
never heard before, to the effect tha% it was an offense
to have any dirt under one's finger nails, Japanese
sentries stopped prisoners about the grounds and even came
into their rooms and insisted on their holding up their
hands. At the slightest sign of any dirt whatever under
finger nails, the sentries severely beat up the prisoners
concerned. I saw General Percival severely beaten up by
a private sentry for this alleged offence. On another
occasion we cdiscovered that it was an offence to have any
button undone, whether on an overcoat or any other part of
one's clothing., To pass a sentry without saluting him or
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bowing, brought an immediate and heavy punishment, even
though the sentry might be behind a bush ané quite in-
visible, or scanding a consicerable distance away at night
in pitch darkness. On occasions I have known 80 to 100
officers out of a total of 300 to be beaten up in one day.
Another iilustration of the impossibility of avoiding
punishment was provided by tne nesitiion in regard to
visits to latrines at aight, All shis poliecy, I am sure,
was directed from alcwe, Ve LiArve the most complete proof
of that, because, whezzvepy w2 put in a conrplaint, within
a hour the wnole camp woula ve in an uproar. It got to
such a state that a ot of officers asked thne senior
officers to drop all comui2ints., "hen a ccmplaint was
going to be put in, word was passed eround the camp. The
sentries would be round imvediately looking for offences,
It was most clear proof that this was daeliberately
instigated by Namura. It was obviovs to me that that
sort of treatment of higher officers was carried out by
direction from the Cabinet., It is my opninion that this
was a settied volicy. I will describe the matter I men-
tioned a few moments ago, visits to latrines at night.
The latrines were about 100 yards from portion of the
sleeping quarters. Every person visiting the latrine at
night had to report first of all to a person who can be
best described as a orisconer's sentry, whicn duty we
vndertook in turn, and have his name entered in the book,
From where this entry was made, there were two doors
laeding out into the yard of the camp which, of course,
was in pitch darlmess, If & sentry was standing out in
the dark and an officer rrencaeded to walk away from the
reporting table without boving to him, he was immediately
beaten up by the sentry, ajthough to sees the sentry in the
dark was an utter impossiniiity. On the way to the
latrine he would be stopned by a seniry and the whole

of his buttons slowly chez%ed nver to see that they

were all dcne up. 1longside tae easrance to the latrine
on both sides were bushes enc¢ it was verv common for
sentries to stay behind these busnes., If, therefore,

one passed the bush withoul bowing to a sentry, one

would be beaten upj mgain, on return, the passing of

any sentry withecut salvting or bowing would bring punish-
ment.

Would they punch vou?--Yecs. punching and kicking.
I have known a case of an c¢fficer being beaten up three
times on the way to the latrine and twice on the way back.
He was an American officer, but I cannot remember his
name. I have been beaten up tiaree times between lsaving
my bed to zo to the latrine and getting back to my bed
again. Another punishment, if a sentry was passed without
saluting him, was for the sentry to take the officer con-
cerned to the entrance to the latrines, where there was a
tank of water. He would then make him fill up a bucket
of water and hold same outright with his arms stretched out
for some 10 or 15 minutes. It was, of course, impossible
to hold up the course of nature under those circumstances.
Inevitably one soiled one's pyjamas while doing this, to
the intense amusement of the sentry. Protests were fre-
quently made to the camp commandant about this treatment.
It was observed at a very early stage that within an hour
or two of protest being lodged there would be a fresh out-
break of punishments. This ocecurred so frequently that it
became quite obvious that the response of the commandant
to a complaint or protest was the instruction of sentries
to redouble their punishments. So obvious did this be-
come that word used to be passed around when a prot?gt_
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was going in, so that everybody could try to be on their
best behaviour and avoid nunishments so far as possible.
On one occasion two sentries came to the door of the

rooms in which I was standing witnh some 20 other officers.
“le immediately stood to atteantion and bowed to thein as
required by tneir reguiaticns, 'Iithout saying a word,
they walked up to me, the senior officer present, and
while one h214 his rifle and tayvonet the other one pro-
ceeded vo beat me., He beat me ths full length of the

room and dcwn the other side of the room until he

finally got me up against a bed acvoss which I fell, and
from tnere to the ground. Whilie I was on the grouné he
kicked me on the legs, tody 2nd shculders. !y lip was

cut and my ear was cut. I received a black eye and
numerous bruises and avbrasions. He then walked out of

the room without saying a word or giving any explanation.
Neither I nor any of the cther officers present have ever
been able to find the slightest offence committed by me
which would have brought on this treatment. A protest
made against this met with no recdress, except the informa-
tion that, if I made further proctests, I would be again
punishec, General Sir Lewis Heath, who has a slightly de-
formed arm through a war injury and cannot straighten his
left arm, was stood up by a centry jor not having his
hands properly to his side when he saluted. General Heath
had been in the camp for many months and everyone knew of
his deformed arm. He was struck =o severasly that a blood
vessel in his eye was broken and tne injured arm was
struck hezvily and repeatedly by the sencry. In response
to a protest over this matter, General Heath received an
alleged apology, which in itself was an insult. He was
marched under guard to the guard-house anc stood to
attention, while the N.C.D0. of the guard sat at his
leisure in the chair and said something to him in Japanese,

which, Gener Heath.could not .understand. but which he
was ?ﬁ%ﬁmi‘%ﬁ é’%f&‘éﬁ‘.F’“&%é’?&“i‘d&’ﬁ?ﬂé&ﬂﬁ‘“R?apt. Namura
that we were criminals for having fouzht against Japan
that it was only by the great ciemence of the Emperor %hat
we were still permitted to te ziive, but that we could
expect and would receive no treatment excent that meted
out to criminals.

When you protested on that matter, did you mention
the beatings which you had received?--1I made a protest
about that particular one,

What action was taken to apologise to you?--I re-
ceived no apology, but merely a threat that I would be
punished if I made any more protests. A further rule was
that no headdress could be worn inside the barracks. On
one particularly cold night, a moment or two before I got
into bed, I pulled a balaclava helmet over me head, The
sentry saw this, came into the room, intimated that I had
broken the rule about no hcaddress being worn in the room
and severcly beat me and kicked me. A British officer,
Group Captain Bishop, stood at evening roll call in his
overcoat. He had a very bad cold and there was a bitterly
cold wind., The officer of the day struck him violently
some half a dozen times in the face and told him it was
against rules to wear overcpats on roll-call. I do not
know that officer's name, but the nickname we gave him was
"Boots". There were only three officers in that camp, so
that they could be easily identified. The next morning at
7 o'elock Group Captain Bishop was sent for and told to go
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to the Orderly Room. On arrival there he was again
violently atbtacked by this same of ficer. He was sitruck
so severely that he was finally knocked off his feet and
wnile lying ca. the ground, vas kicked in the arms, chest
and forenead. I saw the severe bruises when ne got bvack

to the guarters.

B " 2 2 9 4 0 2 ‘.‘.'II..II.II..."II.II.'II..

. v...The food was extremely poor, consisting of the usual
rice and thin suup.

... lost approximately 37 1lbs. in the first three
months in this camp, although L was notified that the
food had improved about the time I got there, eseeees
_...No clothing cf any sort was issued,

. ...Medical supplies werc extremely scaxnce, medicines
having to be strictly limited to rezlly serious cases.

. ....We received no lettars in Karenlo camp, but my
recollection is that we were permitted to write one

letter.

Was there any provision for rcdress of wrongs?~--
There was no provision whatever in Karenko camn for the
redress of any wrongs. The only resvlt of putting in a
protest was the redoubling of discinlinary measures.

e awIncApril 1943 all Cenarals and Brigadiers, together
with the Governors and Chief Justices, were taken to a
camp at Tamasata.

. ...The food in this camp was extremcly bad, as we were
told it was not an agriculiural district and vegetahles
ware very scarce. A bulk supnly of Red Cross goods WeTe,
however, made available and it Wwas these alone that kept
us going.

Cvv...We were taken to Shirakawa caanD in June 1943 and re-
maincd until 1 October 1944, Tie camp was in a malarial
swamp arca and was extremely unnesaithy.

lllilll'ill'll'l!llll"l"tll'l.‘.

[iave you anything to say =nout the hygiene of this
camp?--The hygiene in inis camp Was disgusting. The la-
trines overflowed within a few weeks of our coming into
the camp, the overflow flooding into an open drain which
ran through the centre of the camp alongside the sleeping
quarters and close tO tpe Xitchen. Fractically never
were sufficient coolies brought into the camp to clean
the latrines, Occasicnally a Tew coolies would be
brought in with carts and they would take away Jjust
sufficient of the material to stop the latrines over-
flowing. Constant compiaints and protests were made to
the camp comrancant about this mattar. "e even offered
to pay out of our own funds for conlie labour to be
brought in to clean up the latrines. As a result of our
protests, a party of 40 American Colonels were fallen in
under Japanese guards, supplied with buckets and tins
and told to empty the latrines. Then they were compelled
to cart the buckets of latrine matter out to the farm and
spread it over the vegetables on the farm. As a result
of our protest about this, we were informed that it was
ordinary Eastern farming procedure, but after two days
enlisted men were put on to the work instead of the
Colonels. Our further protest at enlisted men being
put to such work instead of coolies was entirely dis-

regarded. sescsssesvscscane
i o'vesarJIn October 1944, Brigadiers and Generals were flown

to Japan. In transit we passed through a camp at Haito,
where many Australian officers and men had been since
sarly 1942, Conditions in this camp, from information
supplied to me and from what I saw, werc deplorable. «...
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TO JUDGE ALBERT WILLIAMS:

The undersigned requests the consideration of Document # 5134-C
Language (Describe) :=

Excerpts from teéstimony of Arthur Seaforth Blackburn
before Australian War Crimes Board of Inquiry

as proof of the particulars set forth in the Indictment under

APPENDIX_ D , SECTION___ 2 , PARAGRAPH_(p)(g) sand/or for
the following purposes: :

Appendix D, Sec. 5 (a)
7 (2nd para.)
3 (3rd para.)

24 JUN 1946 ' Staff Attorney
TO THE DOCUMENT OFFICER
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We travelled wnder similar conditions on another boat to Moji in
Japan, Here & number of American, British and Indian troops were being worked
under terrible conditions. I craw that myself. I have aotually supplied the
Americen Government with a copy of my report. It was so terrible that I made a
oareful report on it, The prisoners were working at heavy work in a steel
factory. They had been there since Septouber 1942, They left their barracks
for work half en hour before dayiigat, so as to arrive there at dawn and worked
on oontinuously each dzy until dark, whea They were marched back to the bar-
racks, They had not had one single day off from the time they arrived until
we left Moji on 26 January 1943,

Immediately on errival back at the barracks, they were made to go into
their rooms, in which the beds were Bo closely packed, that the only means of
getting into them was to orawl in over the end, that is, each bed was touching
the ones next to it. The doors were then looked and they remained there until
the morning, except for purpoges of nature when they had to knock on the door
to attract a Japanese sentry to unlock the door and take them to the latrine.

Siokness was not recognized until & man was too ill to walk. He was
then placed in another room and left to remain there. At no time had they
received any mediocal trcatment or medicines, On 23 January an Indian prisoner
died and was still lying in his bed 48 hours later, when we were marthed out of

the barracks.

I myself saw & sick man from the siock room trying to get along to the
latrine by supporting himself with his hands against the wall of the paszsage
leading to the latrine and I saw him threatened with a rifle butt and bayonet
by & Japanese sentry for not going faster and finally struck on the back with
the rifle butt for not standing to attention mnd sal uting.

They looked supremsly miserabls, tlthou%h they were well fed, As a
Japanese of ficer curtly put it to ms, they were well-fed beoause they had to
keep them strong to get any work out of them. They received no pay, but got
one oigarette per man per day, I managed to smuggle a packet of cigareties %o
ons of them but the transaction was seen by a Nipponeae sentry, the cigarettes
were taken gway and we were informed that if another inocident of the same sort
ocourred, the man receiving the cigarettes would be severely beaten. They
had no reading matter whatever and were not permitted to receive any from us,
They had no news of the outside world since they arrived there and we were
informed that, if we were seen talking to them or communicating with them in
any way, they not us would be severely beaten. *** We did succeed in getting
a few details from them.
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