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rerson Interrogated and Background!

iMr. B, SONE - & member of the Foreism Office, has served
many yeers in diplonetic work, for the most part in the home
office in Tokyo. He has had further experience in the field,
however, in SHANGHAIL, end in FRANCE.

Where Interviewed:. Meiji Building

Interrogztors: Lt. Comdr. WILLIAM H. BOTZER, USHR
Lt. Qondr. F. SHACKELFORD, USNR

Interpretert Major JOEN C. PELZEL, USMCR
Allded Officers Present: Ncne
SUMMARY

Mr. SONE gives a plcture of the low estate of intelligence
in Jenen during the war, due largely tc the susmnicion of Arnmy
end. Navy euthorities to the diplomatic egents abroad. Contrary
to the Americen opinion that the Japancse citizens recsident abreoad
with bueiness or diplomztic business were a2ll part of the {:igen-~
tic spy ring, Mr. SONE mainteins that there was no coordinasion
cf such informetion to the advantage of Japanese Military Intelli-
ienceces  He was nat connected with the military interests abrood,
end therefnre takes no interest or responsibility for anything
thoy did or might have done, and dismisses the whole problen as
tiic conecern of soneone else.

To illustrete this attitude, he says that it would Te up to
the military and naval pecple to report on such matters of intel-
ligence duties as the attaches were merely kept infcormed of the
linited side of such activities. Whet information was crllected
Ly the militery egents was jealously guarded by the nilitary in-
terecsts, even from the military and naval attacies. Such infor-
neticn as came from Germany wae discounted for poseible Nazi
propagande, end in ;eneral the intelli_ ence wes discredited
whenever 1t reflected unsatiefectorily nn the success and welfesre
nf the Greater East Asia mrvement. TO0JO did not wish te have
hone—=front morele influenced by any form of bad news, end all such

intelligence as would becone "bad news" was kopt in the hicher
echclonse

ARESTHICTED &4 31~




!
Iranscript of Interroghtion of Mr. SONE, E.

et el Sl Sl el e bl Pl s e el B

a2l kI CHLEID

@ le Whet are the spebific duties of the Militery Attechos as-
elcned to posts in foreign countries?

Ao It is rather up to the militery and navzl penple to reperd
fully because they esre aware of all the activities of the militery
and naval attacnes abroed, and we are kept informed of the limited
sldec of thc activities of these ncomle abrecad. They are vory
Jealous thaet the information is collected by their own ezents a—
broad. As tc¢ the military intelligence and informatinon ecllected
by these militery and nevel personnel slrced, I do not belicve, in
senerel, that the foreign office was kept infermed. The ~only ox-—
cepti~n was, perheps, in Germany because of their gond releticnship
with Lt. Gon. OSHIMA, the Ambassador. The informatirsn eonllected
Py the Bmpire end militery and navel attaches office thore was
exchaenged very freely; tut in other coruntrlies, I do not remember
any immortant military reports being glven to the foreign office.

I do not know Af they reported to their own chiefs in Tokyc; but

a8 to the forelgn offiece, I do not recollect any importent or
valuable military infermation gsiven by these peorle, On one occa=-
slon, there was a nmllitery attache in TANGIERS, tut after the sc-
verance of the diplonmetic relations between Svpaln and Jenen, hoe was
intcrned in Spaine Thet wes 2 vory imvortent post. The mecnle
therc cen remort the movement of trensnorts and navel vessels a=
round GIBRALTER, Otherwise, it wes very difficult for the attaches
in ether coruntries tn collect information, in countries like SWEDEL,
SFAIN, PORTUGAL, SWITZERLAND. The colleboration between the mili-
tery and naval attaches office and diplonmatic missinns vericd acerrd-

ing to the relatlonship between the diplemats and the officers
therc,.

we ce abt the Leginning of the war, you were the Consul General in

ShalNGEALY Did you have military attaches attached therc at that
tine?

Ao CHINA is in 2 unique position. We had our trorps there., We
nad scne enount of militery and neval officers for intelli: ence

end sn ferth; but we hed troops and the Jepenese fleet there, too,
anc t.oesc people, on lend in the offices, were not osrdinery attecies,
The sltuetion is similer to thet »~f the U.S. troops in Jepan. Nor-
nally, we had militery and navel etteches in NaANKING, but they were
ccncurrently staff officoers of the headquarters. In SHaNGHAI, wo
hed 2 militery and nevel officere! Buresu, but in diplometic lan;mage
tiey are not exectly naval attechecs. For instence, they are not
listed In the China Dipleomatlie Corps; they arc not ncmbers of tie
Giplomatic eorpe. They had, neturally, in Chine several srurccs

of informetinon like the Janeancse KEMFEITAI, TOXUMU KIXAN, and
others,

Qede Did the Navy have an ergenigeticn eigilar to. TOLUAU XIKall in
Cainat

A They did nnt heve a TOKUMU XIKAN in various pleccs, tut they
1adt a kind of TOXUMU KIXAN or Resident Officersa! Burcen in immertent
places like SHANGHAIL, PEXING, and RANGOON, I helieve. Even before
ne China incident they had 2 neval resident nfficers! Bureceu in
these nlaces but thoir activities were not so extonded in generel
es those of the Army TOKUMU KIXAN. These officers were primsrily
concerned with the llaison hetween themselves and the naval landing
party or the naval units around that place. These places arc nosted
Primarily in imvortant ports., They collected intelligence and 8o
forthe They were not so much interested in sdministration, but the
Army wes very keen on 1t, The Army WLUMU KIXAN interfered very often

in edminlstretion by the Chinecse local government, but the Wavy
vas not so much interested,
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Q4. What wes the pveinary purpnse of the Army TOKUMU XIXAN in
China®

A, Before the Ohina incident they were primarily concerned with
military intelligence because there were no Japanese troops cver
there exeept in the Japanese garrison, which like the U.S. garri~
son wae recognized by the BOXER Treaty., Even bafore the China in-
cident, I remember part of North China was sccupiéd’™ by the Japa—
nose Army. In those places, under the Japancse eccunation, or more
cxactly whore Japencse troops are present, the activitics of TOXUMU
KILAN are much morce extonded. They cornsisted not only of the mili-
tary intelligence but also various diplomatic end political acti-
vitics. &fter the China ineident, Japanese troons were all ovor
therc, then TOKUMU KIKA is an agent of the Japancse Arnmy of Occu-
pation for the administrati-n of thec occupled territory: but soon,
a1c Chinese government, local or regional, was set up, and thon
the activities of the TOKUMU KIKAN werec transforred to tio supeor—
visory position of the activities of the Chinese overnmont. (Fo-
litical control). When there is no Chinecse government, then the
TOXUMU KIKAN is the administrator rather than the controlling body,
but after the occupation naturally some kind of local or regionel
covernment is set up., The relationships between China and Japen
arc diplomatie. A4lthough Chine is occupled by Japancsc trcops,
the troops must keep themeelvos out of locel zctivitics. How—

ever, 1t so happons that the Army did not kecp aloof fronm sdminis—
tratione.

weos Did the foreign office have any direct administrative cconnec—
tion with the TOKUMU KIKAN, or was it purely under Army control?

Ao It was purely under Army control, Therc was snothor body
that was responsidle for the administration of China side by sido
with the foreign office.s It is the body called the "China Develop-
nent Board" under the cabinet, under the prime minister. This
board had its agents in China, not only in NANKING, but in various
places. This body was morec directly connected with the Army., Be-
forc setting up the Grester East Asiza Ministry, which is also out-
slde the forelgsn office, the foreign minister could, for purcly
diplomatic questions, supervise or direct the activity of the am~
tassador and his agents. Japesnese agents in China were, moreover,
under the direct control of this board, which in turn is more di-
rectly connected with the Army and Navy because the vresidoent of
this becard wes always e general or admireal. Its branch office in

China also had en admiral or generel as chief and the other offi-

cers of the Navy and Army particlpeted in the edministratinrn of
this board. |

W 6. Have you ever visited the United States?

Ao No, never,

7. You learned to speak English through study?

A, In SHANGHAI, I was in France end my French is better then
ny Bnglishs I have been in Franece, Tokyo, and SEANGEAI,

ww 8. What contribution did the military attaeches in ARGENTIHA,
MuXICO, end SFAIN make in the way of military intelligonce?

Ho As 1 told you, when I came back to Tokyo, our diplometic re—
lations with South America were alrcedy severed, except in ARG:N=
TINA} but even thers the relationship was practically severcd, so
I an not in a position to tell you about our diplomatic missions
ectivitiees In SralIN or PORTUGAL, however, we neturally: ccllected
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informetinng indlﬁ&ing rdlitatry informetion, but this ceme primeri-
ly from the study of papers and mageszincs and sc forth. I believe
that in LISBON, for instance, we had somewhat more imprrtant met-—
ters to studyd economic questione, and politicel questions., We
found it rather difficult in Jepen to get macezines and papers:

and. these outposts in Burone collected papers, some of them being
sent by post to Tokyo. They studied the questions on this most

in LISBON, MADRID, and SWIT?ERLAND, Concerning questions of tho

new world, especially the UNITED STATES, the best places for such
study are LISBON and SPAIN, with SWITZERLAND end SWEDEN noxt hbest.
This distinction 1s not too strict, tut roughly speaking, LISBON

ent. SPALN were Americ e~minded while other places are RUSSIA-minded
or LUROPE~minded. But we are not primerily conccrned in military
intelligence. That is the business of these naval military attaches,
We are more interested in nolitical, economic questions. We natural-
1y studied what is the strong point or weak point of American re—
sources, etc. The sources were rather open. By studylng the papers
and nagazines and booksy we collected more precise information then
the informetion s glven by Spanish people or other internstional
agents who sell informaticon. These sources are not very good,
generally speeking.

Qe 9¢ During the time thet you were able to keep a diplomatic mis—
sion in ARGIONTINA and MEXICO, your crntacts would naturelly have
been wide with many people. What provision was made for keeping
in touch wlth those contacts after diplomatic relatinne were se—
vered?®

A, There can be no contact rosslble after divlometic reletinns
arec severeds It 4is not nossible,

Qe 10. Prior to the war verious Japznese interests sponsored meetings
for the purposce of polling U.S. vublic opinion on questions releting
to the Jepanese., Was this arranged throush divlomatic channels?

A. I am not in a position to tell you, dbut generally spezking,

I believe that the forecign office also wes interested in orgenigz—
ing or giving facilitles and assistance to such meetings for the
better understanding between that country and Japene I do not
think that was very important, but we are interested in the
promotlon of character understanding and development between Jepen
and each country, every country. As to the cultural sctivities

of Japan and the U.S., I am not versed in the matter. We had other
agencies of the government also concerned with the propeganda of
Japan. For instance, I believe, Mr. MAEDA who is the present am-
bassador of Education was posted in NEW YORK, He wes heced of the
"Jepenese Cultural Institution" in the U.S. We had such essociztinns
for culturel development and promotion in foreism ecountrics, cealled
"Association for the Decelopment of Internaticnel Culturc". We had
one such, a civil nrgenization, but naturally it obtained subsidies
from the government. Such assoclations are not interested in col-
lecting information or intelligence, Thelr activitiee are natural-
ly open, nothing concealed. You cannot compare Japan to the Nazis.
Diplomats are esents of the government, and according to the govt
instructions, we are intercsted in intelligence also.

Qe 1ll. Did the representatives of Japencse industry who had offices
in the U.S., report direectly to your embassy there on information
which they had sccured?

A I know approximetely nothing about our activities in the U.S.
Generally speaking, they ere not ordered to remort to the embassy.
Thelr activities are quite free, and if there is no undorstanding
between these cnncerns end the government, there 1s no reason these
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Teople have to fﬁpor% to the embhsBy. There might be some lncal
understanding between the Embassy and these brench offices in
each country as to the extent of the informaticen, but generally

speaking, these people are not asesisned to such duties of collect—
ing informetion,

Qe 12, Would it be possible for the Japanese foreilegn office to
assign personnel to the American branch offlces of manufacturing
concerns for the purpose of securing better sources of information
for the Japanese foreigen office?

Ao Such an ldeca cannot be excluded as o means of fetting infor—
mation, but 1 do not know 1f such occured in reality. Getting in-
formation deoes net execlude such devices. Generally speaking, Japa-

nese diplomats arc not as cxpert in collectins lntelligence in-
formation as that.

Qe 13. What useful information did you receive from Germany?

A We received from the Military and Naval Attaches Burecau of
our Embassy in Berlin variocus kinds of informetion includin; mili-
tary information. We were kecen about Geraany's ability to con—
tinue the war, and defect Russiz. Our diplomats over there were
instructed to report as fully and as objectively as possible,

The general impression we had wae very bad as to the activities

of these pecple for most of them are influenced by Nezl propagenda
end this informetion which they collectéd was alweys tainted with
propagendeas Thet was the impression we had in Tokyo. It 1s im-
possible to convert these people. We elways hed to discount Ger—
neny's ebility to keep up the wer. To the information we got

from these people about the damage done by Allied bombing ancd so
forth, we had to add more demege. Thet wes the general impressicn.
They were in good releticns naturelly with the German government,
but informetion collected from these sources was not so accurate.
There wae always an olement of propegende.

Qel4. What about technical information?

Ao We naturally had an exchange of technical knowledge between
Germany and Jepan, and militery technical questions were fairly well
exchanged between Japan and Germeny, mostly by the nilitary

and Naval Attaches Burecau. We got "samples" through the submarines.
*prerations in that ficld were not unsatisfactory, but information
about German molicy wae very poor. In Germeny, it is very difficult
to get information from sources which are not Nazil or government
sources, Xven if these Japanese agents tried very hard to be ob-
jective, and 1f they are not influenced by Nazis, 1t is also diffi-
cult to get accurate information in a country so rogimented.

Qe lOe Was Germany successful in'sending in technicel pecple and
equipment to Japan after Germany surrendercdy

A, I do not believe any submarines or any eirplancs ceme frem
Germany after the defeat. I recolleect 2 report in Allicd ncws—
papers thet one German submarine surrenderecd with two Jepanese Navel
technical officers on board who had committed heri-kari., I believe
that is correct. 1t was naturally intended by the Japanese nevy

to ¢et as many submarines as possible from Germany after the dcfeet.
This was not successful at all, and we could not get any technical
men or equipment or patents. 1 believe nmy stetement is correct
although I am not in a position to ascertain.

G 16. That is true of the period prior to Geruan's surrender?
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Ao I em not very sure about that. I do not know if some sub-
marines geme from Germany. There were no airplanes. I think it
must have been very difficult for Germen submerines to come to
Japan during thet period, They came more freely before: 6 months

before, I doudt if one submarine came from Germany during that
time-

@ 17. The purpose of the conversation this morning is o develop
the contribution of the Japanese Diplomatic activities to Japa—
nese military and operetional intelligence. Do you ecare to add
to the remarks you have already mede?

Ao I am not inelinéd to galnsay what ARISUL eand thesc people
told you, but in fairness to this question, I must emphasize I an
not representing in any way, the Japanese foreigm office. You
should question army and navy people because, as I told you at

the outset, owing to the peculiar interpretation of the gituation,
our army and nevy kept a position independent of the governnent ¢
and the military and naval sttaches abroad ealso worked indepen~
dent of the foreign office. Their activities were quite indepen—
dent of the diplomatic mission so we are not at all in o position
to tell you ebout the zctivities of these mililtary and naval agent s,
Perhaps the only exception, as I told you, is in Germany. The am—
bassador was set up by the arny - OSHIMA,

Qe 18. Was Admiral ABE there?
A, Yes, he was the naval attaohec,
Qe19. Was he as effective as Genersl OSHIMAY

A, He could not represent, in any way, the Japanese government,
because he was not an ambassador. The eollaboration between NSHIMA
and ABE was very good. I think you would get better information

on military attaches if vou would questirn General ARISURE.

Q. 20, I believe that covers all of the questions. Do you wish to
add anything?

Ao I believe thet Japan was nnt very well equipped with mili-
tary intelligence after the wer tecan.s 1 believe thet is partly
the case because of the army's "blind-mindedness"., For instance,

if we talk about the B~29, its design and mass production, General
I0JO was displeased because he thought that we were U,S. prepegenda
agents. Mentality is very important to consider in evaluating the
nilitary intelligence activity after the war. If I em not misteken,
I saw in the STARS AND STRIPES, a staetement about Japanese military
intelligence after the start of the war, and I think the writer
said that generally speeking Japanese military intelligzence wes very
poor, Thet is true. We diplomats are not interested in nilltary
intelligence, We did et some information about American plenc
pProduction, especially the B-29, which might very well bomb the Ja=
panese mainland. We were inclined naturally to emphsize the inm-
portance of the B—~29 ectivity, but militery peocple never like that.
They are inelined to ignore such unpleasant news which might make
them lose prestige. If the militery people are so inclined, they
cannot objectively eolleect good information. They are rather in-
clined to ignore the dark side of the war. I do not think the
military people were very effective in military intelligence after
the beginning of the war., We had a better picture of the derk side
of the war with diplomats who cen see objectively, but unfortunately,
we were not equipped to collect military intelligence, &0 the net
result is that military intelligence during the war was Very poor.
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The Jepenede High Commend is very capable, I believe, able
to study the questinn with the infrrmeztion collected t hrough
diplomatic mission, but from open sources. They may, perhaps, have
other sources, such as communicatione that might help their study,
but I do not think it means thet military intelligence or eperationel
intelligence was very effective. That was due to the ability of
these people to study and cstimete your communicetions. That can

be studled with the informetion which can be very well collected
in rcading newepapers, etc.

Qe2l. There is a popular conception concerning Japancsc Inteclligence
wviaich claime that you wore succeesful in securing information ty
dovicus underground mcanse, in additon to the open means you mention.
In your opinion, ie that conception wrong?

A, I do not say so, but I should like to say that before the out—
break of war, I believe that the Navy was very keen on military in-—
telligence because 4t was necessary for them to strike s heavy and,
if presible, fatal blow on the Americen fleet. I believo the in—
tclligence then was very much better. Afterwerds, owing to the
wrong and optimistic plcture of the army, owing to the successful
continuation of the war, they were not 8o much intercsted in mili-
tary intelligence as they were before the war bogan., I believe

the effectivenese of military intellizence was very mach lower
after the Peerl Harbor atteck,

Qe 22 Would you eay the rezson for that might Pe the success of the
attack?

A That 1s one cause of the poorness of mllitary intelligencc.
Another was thet secret military intelligence cannot be succogsa—
fully plenned owing to thia physiecsl handicap: We cennot succeed
in sending a Japanesc spy to the U.S. Had we been Germsns, we

chruld very well have sent splcs or sebetours to the U.S. by subes
marine,

Q.23. However, werc there not evailable to the Jepanese 2 rathor
large number of westerners friendly to the Japanecse who could be
obtained in Jepan to do that work for them?

Ao Yess Thet is quite truc.
Qe 24« Was that possibility ever oxploited?

A. Not 28 far as the diplomstic mission wes erncerncd. A4s for

the army and Nevy, I do not know. That is tho only sourcoc of se~
crot information.

@ 2Os The Peerl Harbor attack was woll planned, wes it not$

Ao It was rather a mental surprise for the U.S. to think thet
Japan would stake her fate on that eurprise attack., I think your
country was aware of the possibility of attack by Japan against
the Philippines, but open attack and the declaration of war which
came aiter the attack was rather too hold for Jepan according to
your own appralsal,

Qs 26+ The factor that has intorested me most about our convorsation
were your remarks about the mental attitude of the Jepancse and tho
attltude of the military toward the subject of intelligence, and

the fact thet the military rather resented information which made
the pleture lonk dark.

A General TOJO was especlally very mueh interested in kecping
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all the derk opinions out of the reach of Japenese general public.
I am surc that General ARISUB!s division was much more enlightened
than the General Staff, but he couldn't very well exploit his in-
formation, General TOJO was very much afrald of defeatism in Ja-
pan. We in the foreign office got information from our missions
abroad, in neutral countries, and also from the listening posts

we had in Jepan., Thesc were very important.

Q.27+ Was short wave or intermediate broadcast more valuable to you?

A, The short wave was the quickest source of new informetion for
Jepans We also had other sources of information more complete.

Qe<c8., Did you receive the intermedlate broadcasts here in Japan?

43 I think 80«
Q. 29. Who was your favorite news announcer?

Ao I was not very keon about that. We were much more concerrcd
with information rather than comments.

Q. 3¢; Would you cere to sey enythink about the mental qualitics
of the Japanesc or why it was thet the Japenese did not put grezter
cmphasis on intelligence than they didr

Ao An important thing on that point is duc to the political
non-preparedness of thoe army and navy %o exploit goed infermation,
even though 1t was diminishing in quantity with the genoral public
as well as army nevy personnel, You must evaluete important state—
ments slde by side with the fect that in Japan, especially during
the war, there was no freedom of press, and so thec public was kept
ignorant of the world eituation, and the streteglcelly docisive and
dakpicture of the war, The War Ministry was trying very hard to
exterminate any kind of defeatism in Jepan, It must be very diffie
cult for the army intelligence offico to confess to General TOJN

or the War Ministry the real picture of the situation, ard to em—
phasize tho importance of intellirence. If the army was not so mueh
intcrested in internel administration, it migsht have been much more
otserving. As you told me, generally speaking, the militery and
naval people werc very keen on militery intelligence. They kept
attaches, particularly in countries where such things were pos—
sible ~ they kept resident officers in China to collect military
informatlon, so there is no reason why the Japancee military and
naval people lacked knowledge or appreciestion or importance of
military intelligence, When thesc pecople are running tho Japanose
government, they are inclined not to divulge decision of the mili-
tary situation to the people, Suppressing the informetion thet
carie into Japan, and influencing the public was second n=ture of

the Jepanese military people, and greduelly they became bhlind to
objeetive intelligence.
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