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The Verdal Procefs upon the Difcovery of an Antict
Sepulchre, in the Village 0f Cocherel wpon the
River Eure in France.

[N the yeare 1€85. the 1125, day of July; Wee Olivier
Eflienne an Advocate in Parhament, m‘*éeicgahd by
Mm f tgneur de Marillac, Concellour of State in ¢rdi inary,
havmg the condu¢t of the workes that are making upon
the River of Eure below the Village of Paf/, Doe Certi-
fye to all prefent and to come, that upon the petition of
Mzffire Robert, Prevoft of Cocherel, Knight and Lord of the
Mannour of the upper and lower Cocherel, wee have this
day come to the fayd town of Cockerel, having with us fe-
veral Witnefles, and from thence to a piece of Land of the
fayd Mannour of upper Cocherel called les Hautberges, upon
the top of a rifing Ground expofed on all fides to the Sunn,

a little declining from South to Weft. Where being come
the fayd Lord of the Mannour of Cockerel did remonfirate
unto us, that having occafion for a confiderable quantity of
Free-Stone for the reedification of the gate or Sluice for
boates of the Mills of Cocherel, and which hee is to repaire
by the King’s order, hee had for that purpofe caufed two
great Sones, which appeared in this place above gound one-
1y as two Limits or Bounds, the one about a foot and the
other about 8 or g Inches to be further uncovered, and they
had been found to bee 6 foot heigh, and about a foot and a

half thick ; marked in the figure of the Sepuichre A and B;
the bredth of the one marked A of three {oot, and the
other marked B of two foot and a half, fet end ways by one
another ; and they had further obferved in making this dif~
covery, that it was an Antient Sepulchre, fthut only on
three fides, v7z. at one end at the head by the two Stones alrea-
dy mentloned on the right fide by a Stone placed edg-ways
upon its thicknefs of abog 14 Inches, and being abo‘;_e 5
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foot and a half long, and about 3 foot broad, touching ina
Right A Angle the Stone marked B at the head; and at the
fc:t ancther Stone was fzt, it was mairked D, of the fame
thicknefs of the precedent, and about 4 foot fquare ; all thefe
Stones were cemented together with Morter made of the

halk or Marle taken out of the fame hole, and mingled
with litile Stones or Gravel.

That in this Sepuichre were found the Benes of about

wenty Bodies of T‘v”ien, of the ordinary Stature, between g
foot and a half, and 6 {foot, except twe Youths of about 13
or 16 years oid ; all thefe bodies lay extended North and
Scuth, the arms along the Bodies, and the Heads all placed
along the two Stenes A. B, In the Ri‘lit Angle there were

wo Bodies {eparated from two others b\, the Stone E, of a-
bout a foot thick, 4 foot broad, and 5 icot and a haif long,
that lay in the manner of a Tomb Stene upon the two BoZies
underneath. Al thefe heads had very fair found Tecth in
th\_m, and the Cranium and other Bones of the Head, were
much ftronger and thicker than thofe of ordinary Heads;
which argues them to have bezn of ftrong well conftitu-
tion’d men; among{t them ail there was not any Womans
Head.

In procee c‘ f’m to examine tiae Senulchre, we aid ob-
icrve, “that 2t the {ame diftance from the Superficies of the
Farth, and from thofe Bodies thus buried, there was thre
little earthen pots, of about 4 Inches Diameter, and between
4 “-_d 5 Inches high, of a black Earth as {oft as Wax ; which
ot be fppaiated from the other Earth vmhout break-
hem, and the peices being come into the open Air
rn’d of a greyifh Colour and grew hard: Thefe Pots

1

O
~

WEre fuh of Wood Coals and Athes, which were not much

nii theze large Stones of the Sepulchre were rough, and
had not been cut, but feem’d to have been fetcht from a
Neighbouring Quarry, which is about 400 foot off, upon the

same Hill,
We
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We obferved befides, that in the place where were laid
the two Heads of the Bodies, that lay upon the Tomb-Stone
E there were found two Stones: The one whereof was a-
bout 6 Inches long, and fome 15 Lines broad in its broad-
eft place, and about 4 Lines thick; fram’d like the h:*“d of
2 Pikze, very fharp and cutting at both ends and on the fides
it was a yeilow Flint, of which the beft Fire-loci Stones are
made, being almoft as hard as an Azaz. Th
which was likewif{e under one of t’ucic Heads, was {hap'd
like the head of an Axe, about 4 Incheslong, and 3 Inches
broad, having a hole at the narrowel end, an -
Lines taick, Very tharp and of a greeniln Sione, fpotie.
with white fpots as hard as Arar: the Frened Lapidaries
call 1t Pierre de jﬁm,, or the [ Lém etick Stone,

Under the two Heads which were under the Tomb-Stone
E, there were alfo found two other Stones; the one m
of the fame Nature with that firft defcribed, but fo nethiag
longer, and the fharp end a litile dull’d. T he other was
hkeWife in the fhape of an Axe Head, very fharp and cut-
ting, of about 3 Inches long and 2 and a half bread, and 6
Lines thick, with a holein it at the narrow end : Th=
was of a dark green Colour, which the Lapidaries call, Ori= -
ental Serpentz;ze.

On the left fide of the Sepuichre which was open, there
were fixteen Bodies in the fame Sitvation as the firft, placed
North and South, their Heads along the great Stone A, and
the Arms extended aloqg the Bodies, the Bones all entire,
thougn they appeared very antient, and after two Days
Iying 1n the Air fell all to Duft.

Ail the Bones of thefe heads, as has been {aid bafo'e, were
very thick, there was one that had been pierced by fome
biow, and Nature had repaired the Wound; within, the
hcle was round as having been made by fome ﬁmrp round
Weapon, which argued likewife the wounded to have been
a Souldier. Under every one of thefe heads, there was a little
Stone: Two were round, one of a reddifth colour, cfabout
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an inch thick, having a hole at each end, which leflened
and grew narrower towards the middle. Another of a
Chcfnut colour and about the bignefs of a Chefnut, made
in the fhape of a coat-button, with a hole clean through
1t, but roughly polithed and hard, feeming on one f{ide to
have fuffered by the fire.

There were likewife two other little Stones, which ac-
cording to probability were under the Heads of the young
Bodies ; ; whereof one was about two inches long and eight
lines broad and two lines thick, pretty fharp at t re broader
end, and having a hole at the narrow end : it is thought to
be of the fame Pierre de Fade, green and whige, but tis no-
thing neer {o hard as the firft.

The other Stone was about 17 lines long, and 8 broad,
two lines thick, fomewhat fharp at the broad end, and ha-
ving two holes at the narrow end, the one bigger than the
other: tis thought to be of a white Marble or Alabafter.

There were moreover found under thefe Heads three
Stoncs, whereof two were of a grey Pible, fuch as we find
Hy the Sea fide, fhaped I ke Axes Heads, fharp and polith-
ed, about four or five inches long and four broad at the
broadeft end, about an inch and a half at the narroweft,
2 od in the middle about an inch thick. Thefe Stones were

by their narrow end to be put into a piece of Staggs Horn
fitted to receive them, as appeared by feveral pieces found
in this Senulcnu, which had an oval hollow at the end to
receive one of thele Stones, thefe pieces were about fix inch-
es long, and had a hole at the other end, by which they
might be faftened to a longer ftick.

"The third Stone was of the thape of the precedent, but
of a black Pible like a Flint, of which this Couqtry Is very
fuil; and it was befides remark’d that the pieces of Staggs

:Iom were worn at the end, and polithed upon fome Stone,
but net cut with Iron.

Under all the other Heads there were ten little Stones

tike black flint, one under each Head, cut all in the fame

fhape
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thape, {mooth on one fide and fharp on the other; tis
thought they raight ufe them as Knives.

There was likewife found in the fame place under one
of the Heads a Stone, which within was of black flint, ha-
ving the outiide of a white Subftance, as that fort of Stone
ufes to be, this had two Eminences like Teeth, which we
took to be Natural, and not Artificial. All thefe Stones
thus placed under their heads thewed that they had them in
great Efteem. :

Amongft thefe dead Bodies has been alfo found fome
Bones fharpened, to put at the end of a Stick, orat theend
of an Arrow ; one was of the fmaller Bone of a Horfes Legg,
and the other was made of the tharp end of the Andouilleres
of a Staggs Horn.

Amongft all thefe Stones there has been found no fort of
Infcription, Sculptare or Charadter either in 7#/evo or other-
wife, which might oblige us to think that thefe Men had
any Knowledge of Chriftianity, but rather that they had
fome Idolatrous Superftition, as thefe Stongs feemed to Ind:-
cate. Wherefore we thought fit to declare to the faid Lord
of the Mannour of Cocherel, that he might without Scruple
ufe thefe Stones for what ufe he thought fit.

Since the Expedition of the prefent verbal procefs, there
having been further digging on the left fide of this Sepul-
cher, it has been difcovered that the bottom of the Sepulcher
was raifed, and not fo deep by a foot and a half as that
part where the Bodies were buryed. And it is perceivable
that in this place {everal Bodies have been burnt, whefe Afh-
es and burnt Bones have been thrown confufedly into this
hole: and ’tis obfervable that all along the Sepulcher, there is a
veine of Coales and Afhes, which runns about two foot
below the fuperficies of the Earth, and all thefe Afhes, and
Bones are under this Bedd of Coales and Afhes which are
fo falt and, ungent that they make one fneeze; and when
thefe Bones are handled they produce a tingling in ones fing-
ers ends, as if one had handled the fharpeft Salt-Peter.

There
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There has not been time yet to finifh entirely this dif~
covery by digging into the Earth that has been put into
this Sepuicher, which was digged on purpofe in the Chalke

to hmy thefe Bomes, and likewife the Athes and Bones of

thoie cthers that were Burnt.  So that it feems difficult how
to reconctic the two Cerimonics of Burying and Burping.
Except we fhould fay that there has been 2 fight in this
place beu reen the Gaules 2nd fome barbarous Nati on, wso
had Invaded them ; that the Gaules have burn’t their dead,

and facrificed to the manes of them: t}.veu" Prifoners taken

in Warr, whom they buried with the Cerimonies proper
to thofe Barbarians, the thicknefs of whofe Sculls fhew tnat
they went baze nwdcd, and their Armess fhew that they

had not the ufe either of Iron or Brafs to make Arms of,
but ufing fuch as Nature afforded firft, as fome Indian Na-
tions do now.

There remains now to guefs, by thefe Stones and what
Antiquities we have left in Hiftory, who thefe Barbarians
thould be, and at what time this Sepulcher might be made.

The Sepulchres and Monuments of the Dead having been in
al] times beld facred, and it being lookt upon as a piaculum 7o re-
yotie or deface them : Mr. de Cocherel having diftovered this
ut now deferibed, thought it his duty to inquire info the Con-
fition thercf, as not being willing, without Legall Authority, to
affurd the “Bones of thofe there interrved : This was the vccafion
of this Verbal Procefs, which for the Novelty of the thing,
was thought fit to be Publifbed in the form of chfw, as it was
comtinunicated by Mr. Juftell. Reg. Soc. S. wbo bas promifed
to procure, if poffible, the Figures of the Arms of Stone founa
in the fuid Sepulchre, which in fome following Tranfaction fbals

be & Z ven.
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